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Tiu  PARLIAMENTABY  HISTOBT  oontaina  all  that  can  be  collected  of  the  LegUIatiye  History  of  thU 
anstrr  tiam  the  Conquest  to  the  dose  of  the  XVinth  Centxury  (1803),  36  vols.  The  chief  sonroes  whence 
the*  Delates  are  deriyed  are  the  Oonstitational  History,  24  vols. ;  Sir  Simonds  D'Ewes'  Joomal :  Debates 
of  tks Commons  in  1620  and  1621;  Chandler  and  Timberland's  Debates,  22  vols.;  Grey's  Debates  of  the 
Conmais,  from  1667  to  1694,  10  vols. ;  Almon's  Debates,  24  vols. ;  Debrett's  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The 
Hiriwicke  Papers ;  Debates  in  Parliament  by  Dr.  Johnson,  &o.,  &c. 

He  FABLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  are  set  forth  in 
tlie  Ulowing  Chronological  Table : — 


HISTORY. 

COIQUEST  to  34  GEO.  n. 

1066  to  1760. 
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SEiaN  OF  aEOBGE  lU. 
1760  to  1820. 
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6bo.  m.  1760-1800. 
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EBBATA. 

June  11.    Mr.  Lees  Knowies,  page  582,  from  the  word  "or,"  in  line  30,  to 
end  of  speech,  the  Report  should  read — 

"  it  'will  be  necessary  to  prove  not  only  that  the  consumption 
of  milk  from  the  dairy  is  likely  to  canse  infections  disease 
to  persons  residing  in  the  distnct,  hut  also  that  some  persons 
in  the  district  are  snfEering  from  infections  disease  at- 
tributable to  the  supply  of  milk  from  the  dairy.  Further, 
if  it  is  proved  that  the  milk  has  caused  infectious  disease 
to  some  person  outside  the  district,  no  action  can  be  taken 
by  the  Local  Authority,  although  in  such  a  caae  the  milk 
should  certainly  not  be  supplied  in  the  district." 

Page  603,  line  47,  alter  the  one  to  Sections  31  and  32  ;  page  606, 
after  line  1,  insert  Police  and  Sanitary;  page  616,  Une  53, 
alter  Mr.  Lees  Knowies  to  An  hon.  Member. 

June  20.     Lord  Fobtesoue,  page  1461,  line  28,  alter  thankfully  to  thank- 
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HANSARD'S 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 

IN   THE 

FiFTB  Session  of  the  Twentt-Fovrts  Pasliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Beitain  and  Ireland, 
appointed  to  meet  6  August,  1886,  in  the  Fiftieth 
Year  of  the  Eeign  of 

HEK   MAJESTY   QUEEN   YICTOEIA. 


FIFTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION    1890. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Thunday,  5th  June,  1890. 


DE  WAHULL  BARONY. 

Petition  of  Constantia  Elizabeth  Chetwood- 
Alker,  of  Stoke  Bishop,  in  the  Coanty  of 
Olonoeater,  widow,  as  heir  lineal  and  repre- 
Mntative  of  Sir  Richard  Chetwood,  the  claimant 
to  the  title  in  the  time  of  Her  Majesty's  pre- 
decMssor,  King  James  the  First,  and  also  of  the 
aeTeml  persons  her  ancestors  who  receired  the 
aocostomed  summonses  to  Parliaments,  to  Her 
Majesty,  praying  Her  Majesty  to  be  graciously 
pleased,  on  sufficient  proof  of  the  petitioner's 
right  and  descent  being  made,  to  admit  her  snc- 
cassion,  and  to  declare  that  she  is  of  right  entitled 
to  hear  the  title,  honour,  and  dignity  of  Baroness 
de  WahuU  in  the  Peerage  of  England,  with 
aaccession  to  her  heirs  general,  and  also  to  as- 
sign to  that  title,  honour,  and  dignity  such 
precedence  as  Her  Majesty  may  be  graciously 
pleasod  to  declare,  or  that  Her  Majesty 
might  be  graciously  pleased  to  make  such 
other  orAer  or  to  give  such  directions 
in  the  premises  as  to  Her  Majesty  might 
seem  meet,  together  with  Her  Majesty's  refer- 
soee  thereof  to  this  House  and  the  report  of  the 
Attorney  Gaieral  thereon  thereunto  annexed  : 
Presented  (by  command),  read,  and  referred  to 
the  CommitteB  for  Privileges  to  consider  and 
repoii. 

VOL.  CCCXLV.      [third  sbrieb.] 


The  Lord  Rsay— Took  the  Oath. 

SAT  FIRST. 

The  Earl  of  Ci-aven,  after  the  death  of 
his  father. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT  BILL.— (No.  67.) 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing  Orders   Nos.    XXXIX.    and 
XLV.  considered   (according  to  Order) 
and     dispensed     with    for    this    day's 
sitting. 

CUSTODY  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 
(no.  98.)      SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

Tbb  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  this  Bill  consists  of  but  a  single 
clanse,  and  I  do  not  think  anyone  who 
takes  an  interest  in  the  subject  will  say 
that  it  goes  too  far.  It  provides  that 
where  the  parent  or  guardian  of  a  child 
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applies  to  the  High  Court,  or  the  Court 
of  Session,  for  a  writ  or  order  for  the 
production  of  the  child,  and  the  Court  is 
of  opinion  that  the  parent  or  guardian 
has  so  conducted  himself  that  the  Court 
should  refuse  to  enforce  his  right  to  the 
custody  of  the  child,  the  Court  may,  in 
its  discretion,  decline  to  issue  the  writ  or 
make  the  order.  Your  Lordships  will 
remember  that  when  my  noble  Friend 
the  Earl  of  Meath  introduced  a  Bill 
on  th«  subject  I  considered  it  was 
my  duty  to  point  out  certain  objec- 
tions to  it,  and  that  Bill  was 
ultimately  withdrawn.  Another  Bill 
has  been  introduced  by  my  noble  Friend, 
which  I  must  say  seems  to  me  to  be  free 
in  a  great  measure  from  those  objections ; 
but  I  am  not  at  all  certain  that  even  in 
its  present  form  there  may  not  be 
objections  to  some  of  its  clauses.  I 
believe  great  mischief  has  been  done, 
and  is  constantly  being  done,  by  persons 
being  permitted  to  exercise  the  important 
functions  of  parents  very  much  to  the 
injury  of  their  children  ;  but,  at  the  same 
■time,  while  recognising  that  a  measure 

.  of  this  kind  is  desirable,  it  is  necessary 
to  be  careful  not  to  go  too  far  in  the 
direction  of  substituting  other  control  for 
that  of  parents,  or  cutting  down  or  in  any 
way  seriously  affecting  parental  rights. 
One  may  very  readily  be  tempted  to 
go  much  too  far  when  influenced  by 
feelings  such  as  are  not  unnaturally 
raised  by  incidents  of  the  kind  we  have 
heard  of.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  many 
other  such  instances  have  since  been 
called  to  my  attention.      Still,  when  I 

-ask  your  Lordships  to  read  this  Bill  a 
second  time,  I  do  not  propose  to  make  it 
in  any  way  a  rival  to  the  Bill  which  my 
noble  Friend  has  upon  the  Paper,  and 
which,  I  understand,  he  intends  to  bring 
■forward.  On  the  contrary,  I  would 
suggest  that  both  Bills  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  same  Committee ;  and,  if 
with  proper  sacurity  for  preserving 
parental  rights,  additional  security  can 
be  given  in  the  interests  of  the  children, 
I  should  be  very  glad  indeed  to  concur 
with  the  noble  Lord  as  to  some  form  in 
which  such  additional  protection  can  be 
given.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  we 
are  all  agreed  that  the  subject  is  one 
which  demands  legislation,  and  the  Bill 
which  I  now  propose  is  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  additional  security  to  children 
by  giving  further  powers  to  the  Courts, 
The  Lord  Chancellor 


which,  except  in  certain  instances,  have 
not  thought  themselves  authorised  to 
withhold  children  from  their  parents' 
custody.  I  think  it  may  be  very  fitly 
discussed  in  Committee,  and  I  will  only 
now  ask  your  Lordships  to  read  the  Bill 
a  second  time. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2"." 
— {The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

LoBD  THBING:  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  has  given 
80  much  encouragement  to  the  Bill 
which  stands  in  the  name  of  my  noble 
Friend  Lord  Meath,  that  I  will  make 
very  few  observations  upon  this 
measure.  The  Bill  which  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  proposes  adds,  in  my  judg- 
ment, and,  I  think,  also  in  your  Lord- 
ships' judgment,  very  little  to  the  exist- 
ing powers  of  the  law.  What  is  really 
required  is  that  poor  children  should 
have  the  .same  benefit  before  the  law  as 
the  children  of  the  rich  possess  at 
present.  It  has,  I  believe,  been  decided 
by  the  Court  of  Chancery  that  a  parent 
who  has  misconducted  himself  cannot 
demand  to  have  the  custody  of  his 
children  given  back  to  him.  Again,  it 
has  been  decided  that  a  parent  who  mis- 
conducts himself  can  have  his  children 
taken  away  from  him.  That  was  done 
in  the  famous  Shelley  case.  The  Court 
of  Chancery,  therefore,  protects  rich 
children  when  parents  who  have  mis- 
conducted themselves  want  to  resume 
the  custody  of  their  children,  and  it  also 
takes  away  from  them  that  custody 
when,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Court, 
they  do  not  deserve  to  have  it.  Then 
there  was  also  the  case,  to  which  I  pray 
the  attention  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  of 
"  Lyon  V.  Blakey,"  in  which,  I  think. 
Lord  Eldon  decided  that  an  aunt  who 
had  brought  up  two  or  three  young 
ladies,  and  intended  to  provide  for 
them,  should  retain  the  control  of  them. 
He  refused  to  give  back  those  children 
to  the  custody  of  the  &ther,  on  the 
ground  that  the  father  had  really  and 
truly  relinquished  their  custody.  Those 
are  suggestions  which  I  trust  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  will  see  are  desired  to 
be  embodied  in  Lord  Meath's  Bill,  or  in 
some  other  measure  which  may  be 
approved  of  in  Committee.  The  pro- 
position is  that  where  a  father  in  poor 
circumstances  practically  relinquishes 
the  custody  of  his  children  by  acquiescing 
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in  their  being  bronght  up  bj  somebody 
else,  the  children  of  a  poor  person 
should  have  the  same  protection  as  the 
Court  of  Chancery  would  give  in  the  case 
of  children  of  richer  parents.  Then 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
father's  miscondnct,  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  is,  of  coarse,  quite  aware 
that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  prove 
misconduct  is  many  cases,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  child  has  been  picked 
ap  as  a  waif  and  taken  charge  of,  or  else 
the  child  may  have  been  handed  over  by 
a  father  or  mother  who  has  disappeared. 
Such  parents  will  sometimes  go  away 
for  years,  and  my  noble  Friend  will,  I 
believe,  be  able  to  give  numerous  exam- 
ples where  that  has  occurred.  They 
then  return  at  the  critical  moment  of  the 
child's  existence,  and  demand  that  he 
«hall  be  handed  over  to  them,  if  a  girl, 
for  the  vilest  purposes,  and  if  a  boy,  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  the  benefit  of  his 
labour.  I  think  those  propositions,  there- 
fore, should  be  embodied  in  some  formal 
way,  so  as  to  provide  that  where  a 
parent  relinquishes  the  custody  of  his 
child,  he  should,  before  he  is  allowed  to 
resume  possession  of  it,  be  obliged  first 
of  aU  to  show  that  he  deserves  to  have  the 
custody  by  paying  such  a  sum  as  the  Court 
shall  think  fit  and  proper  to  the  foster 
parent  for  its  maintenance ;  but,  above 
all,  if  he  relinquishes  the  custody  of  hia 
child,  he  should  be  called  upon  to  prove 
that  he  is  worthy  to  have  the  child 
given  back  to  him,  that  he  is  able  to 
{noperly  maintain  and  educate  it,  and 
that  it  would  be  more  for  the  child's 
benefit  that  it  should  go  back  to  the 
fother  than  that  it  should  remain  with 
the  foster  parent.  I  quite  agree  with 
what  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  has 
said  with  respect  to  the  absolute  right 
which  the  parent  has  at  Common  Law, 
but  I  would  submit  to  your  Lordships 
that  the  real  consideration  is  what  is  for 
the  benefit  of  the  child,  not  what  is  for 
the  benefit  of  the  parent  in  this  matter. 
In  considering  wlmt  is  best  to  be  done, 
we  must  consider  what  is  best  in  the 
interests  of  the  children,  and  this  appears 
to  me  to  be  one  of  the  most  urgent 
matters  which  your  Lordships  can  have 
to  consider.  £  believe  there  is  no 
cruelty  equal  to  the  cruelty,  in  many 
cases,  of  rending  poor  children  from 
their  foster  parents,  and  handing  them 
back  to  their  natural  guardians. 


Lord  EMLY  :  My  Lords,  I,  of  course, 
entirely  agree  with  what  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  has  just  said,  and  with 
what  the  Lord  Chancellor  has  said  with 
regard  to  the  importance  of  legislating 
upon  this  subject ;  but  I  would  venture 
to  suggest  to  my  noble  Friend  that  with- 
out some  important  Amendments  very 
injurious  effects  may  be  produced  by  a 
measure  of  this  kind.  It  might  be  used 
for  veiy  dangerous  purposes.  Take  the 
case — a  very  common  one — of  a  wretehed, 
half-starving  mother,  who,  stifling  her 
conscience,  sells  her  child  to  a  proselytis- 
ing society.  In  a  little  time  her  con- 
science pricks  her,  and,  stung  by  com- 
punction, she  tries  to  recover  hun.  If 
she  had  so  conducted  herself  that  the 
Court  did  not  think  her  fit  to  have  his 
custody,  although  some  other  institution 
conducted  on  the  principles  of  her  own 
religion  might  be  ready  to  take  charge 
of  him,  she  is  under  this  Bill  to  be 
refused  redress,  and  unless  she  can  show 
that  she  is  herself  a  proper  person  to 
have  the  custody  of  the  child  she  could 
not  get  him  away.  I  submit  to  your 
Lordships  that,  if  I  am  correct  in  my 
interpretation,  some  Amendment  should 
be  made  to  meet  the  difficulty  which  at 
present  might  arise.  Because,  observe 
what  happens.  The  law  would  be  giving 
ite  sanction  to  the  making  of  an  immoral 
contract.  I  am  sure  that  every  one  of 
your  Lordships  will  agree  with  me  that 
to  induce  persons  by  bribery  to  violate 
their  consciences,  whatever  religion  they 
may  belong  to,  or  whatever  religious 
views  they  may  hold,  is  to  strike  at  the 
very  foundation  of  natural  morality,  and 
any  measure  which  would  lead  to  that 
result  your  Lordships  would,  I  am  sure, 
be  unwilling  to  pass.  But  I  will  now 
take  a  stronger  case.  Take  the  case  of 
a  child  whose  father  is  dead.  By  the  law 
that  child  is  bound  to  be  brought  up  in 
the  father's  religion ;  but  by  this  Bill,  if 
unaniended,  should  there  be  miscondnct 
on  the  part  of  the  mother  surviving,  the 
Court  would  have  to  decide  that  the 
child  should  be  placed  in  an  institution 
where  a  religion  totally  different  from 
that  of  the  father  was  taught.  I,  of 
course,  entirely  acquit  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  of  any  intention  to  give  a 
charter  to  proselytism,  but  I  submit  to 
him  that  in  those  particulars  the  Bill 
requires  amendment.  1  have  no  doubt 
that  he  will  be  far  better  able  than  I  to 
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snggest  some  way  of  meeting  these 
difficaltieB.  It  appears  to  me  there  are 
two  rerj  obrions  ways  of  doing  it.  One 
would  be  that  the  Bill  shall  only  apply 
to  the  case  of  recognised  and  legal  insti- 
totions;  and  the  other  that  the  Court 
shall  have  power,  in  oases  where  it 
thought  fit  not  to  order  the  child  to  be 
eetomed  to  the  parent,  to  place  him  in 
an  institution  in  which,  having  reference 
to  the  religion  of  die  parent,  it  would  be 
jproper  he  should  be  placed.  I  will 
venture  to  make  one  other  observation, 
and  that  is  that  among  those  Amend- 
ments I  trust  there  will  be  one  requiring 
that  in  all  oases  the  alleged  misconduct 
of  parents  or  guardians,  or  their  com- 
petency to  have  charge  of  the  child, 
should  always  be  inquired  into  in  open 
Court. 

•Thb  Bishop  op  CABIilSLE:  My 
Lords,  before  this  Bill  is  read  a  second 
time  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
general  subject.  If  I  may  be  permitted 
to  say  BO,  I  approve  of  the  Second 
Beading,  and  I  am  glad  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  has  stated 
that  there  is  really  no  intention  of 
offering  opposition  to  the  other  Bill 
which  is  to  be  brought  before  us  by 
the  noble  Earl  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  I  will  express  no  opinion  on  the 
Bill  which  has  been  presented  by  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack, 
but  I  would  venture  to  say  that  if  we 
pass  that  alone  we  shall  only  have  touched 
the  fringe  of  a  very  important  subject. 
The  Bill  that  is  to  come  on  afterwards 
has  been  aptly  described  as  one  for  the 
better  "protection  of  children,"  while  that 
presented  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
Aas  reference  only  to  the  "  custody  of 
children."  That  is,  no  doubt,  a  very 
importcmt  matter;  but  looking  at  the 
subject  from  the  noble  Lord's  point  of 
view,  the  consideration  of  what  is  best 
for  the  children  themselves  rather  than 
what  are  the  legal  rights  of  parents,  is 
the  most  wholesome  point  of  view  from 
which  to  regard  it  Cases  of  this  kind 
have  been  brought  under  my  notice.  A 
boy  has,  for  instance,  been  put  into  a 
public  institution,  and  has  been  there 
taken  great  care  of.  The  father  and 
mother  are,  I  will  not  say  extremely  de- 
praved persons,  but  extremely  careless 
persons,  in  whose  house  the  child  would  get 
no  good  and  they  very  rightly  acquiesce 
in  the  provision  that  has  been  made  for 
Lord  Etrdy 


him.  He  remains  there  for  a  certain, 
time,  and  then  when  the  parents  find 
that  he  has  been  taught  to  read  and 
write — better  taught  than  they  had  any- 
right  to  expect — they  make  the  base 
calculation  that  they  can  turn  the  boy 
to  good  account,  and  they  go  to  the 
institution  and  apply  to  have  the  boy 
given  up  to  them  in  order  thai; 
they  may  make  use  of  him  for 
purposes  of  mendicity  of  various 
kinds.  It  is  clear  that  to  give 
way  and  recognise  the  legal  right  of 
parents  of  that  kind  would  be  really  to 
sacrifice  the  best  mterests  of  the  children  ; 
and  that  if  you  could  only  look  to  t^e 
best  interests  of  children  you  would 
refuse  to  handtiiem  over  to  such  parents, 
and  would  continue  the  child  at  the  in- 
stitution in  which  the  parents  had 
assented  to  ,its  being  placed.  That  is 
the  kind  of  case  which  presses  upon  my 
mind,  and  that  is  the  kmd  of  case  which 
it  appears  to  me  will  be  met  l^  the 
Bill  of  my  noble  SViend  opposite.  While 
I  do  not  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  Bill 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack,  I  do  supremely  rejoice  that  it 
is  not  to  go  by  itself  before  the  Com- 
mittee, but  that  it  will  probably  go  pari 
passu  with  the  other  Bill.  I  hope  they 
will  be  considered  by  the  same  Com- 
mittee so  that  we  may  have  the  benefit 
of  both  these  BUls. 

The  L0BI>  CHANCELLOB  :  I  would 
propose  that  this  Bill  be  committed  to 
the  General  Committee.  Although  it 
does  touch  upon  questions  of  law  it 
deals  with  the  general  subject,  and  may, 
therefore,  very  well  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Committee. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2»  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  the  Standing  Committee 
for  General  Bills. 

COURT  OF  CHANCERY  OF  LANCASTER 
BILL.— (No.  93.) 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOB:  My 
Lords,  this  Bill  is,  I  believe,  identical 
in  most  of  its  provisions  with  a  Bill 
which  was  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  in  1883.  It  is  practically  to 
give  greater  facilities  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  the  work  of    the  Court  of 
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Chancery  in  the  County  Palatine.  The 
matter  to  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and, 
indeed,  the  whole  of  Lancashire  is, 
of  coarse,  extremely  important.  There 
are  a  great  number  of  places  in  regard 
to  which  it  is  yery  desirable  to  give 
facilities  for  the  trial  of  cases  in  the 
County  Palatine,  and  it  is  the  object  of 
this  Bill  to  remove  the  di£BcuIties  at 
present  standing  in  the  way.  My  Lords, 
I  have  stated  the  substanoa  of  the  Bill, 
and  I  move  that  it  be  read  a  second 
time. 

BUI  read  2"  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  the  Standing  Committee 
for  Bills  relating  to  Law,  &c. 

OFFENCES   OOMMITTED  ABROAD 
BILL.-(No.  94.) 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Ord»  of  the  Day  for  the  Sacond  Bead- 
ing, read. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  this  is  a  Bill  which,  for  many 
reasons,  has  been  proved  to  be  urgently 
needed.  One  very  important,  feature  of 
ihe  Bill  is  this :  Where  persons  are 
guilty  of  an  offence  by  reason  of  receiv- 
ing goods  known  to  be  stolen,  that 
offence  is  known  in  this  country  as 
felony.  There  is  no  such  thing  in  other 
conucries  as  felony ;  and  the  result  is 
that  where  the  offence  has  been  com- 
mitted abroad  which  would  constitute 
a  felony  if  done  in  this  country,  it  is  not 
felony,  having  taken  place  abroad. 
Therefore,  the  receiving  of  goods  know- 
ing them  to  have  been  stolen  is  one 
which  cannot,  in  proper  language,  be  so 
described  if  the  gpoods  have  been 
received  knowing  them  to  have  been 
stolen  abroad.  That  is  one  of  the 
classes  of  offences  with  which  the  Bill 
proposes  to  deal,  and  I  believe  it  will  be 
found  to  be  one  which  can  best  be  made 
effective  by  discussion  in  Committee,  in 
order  to  see  whether  the  proper  technical 
phraseology  is  adopted.  I  hope  that 
will  be  done  in  Committee  in  a  way 
wbich  will  enable  your  Lordships  to  see 
that  the  Bill  deals  effectually  with  a 
matter  which  is  of  importance. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'." 
— (The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

LofiD  TARING :  My  Lords,  this  Bill 
is  a  most  important  one,  and  it  will,  in 
almost  every    sentence  and  line  of  it, 


require  severe  scrutiny.  I  only  trust 
that  the  noble  and  learned  Ix)rd,  in  piiy 
for  the  limited  intelligence  bestowed  on 
the  human  mind,  will  have  aMemoraadiim 
prepared  regarding  it  for  presentation 
to  the  Committee.  This  Bill  affects 
many  statutes,  including  the  Fugitive 
Offenders'  Act,  and  the  Acts  referring 
to  jurisdiction  abroad.  I  would  submit 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  that 
without  some  Memorandum  or  summary 
of  the  Acts  to  which  it  relates,  it  would 
hardly  be  possible  for  any  Committee  to 
grope  through  its  mazes.  I  would  also 
suggest,  with  great  respect  to  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack,  that 
Section  4  of  the  Bill  should  be  re-drawn, 
for,  as  it  stands  at  present,  I  defy  any 
human  intelligence  to  understand  ito 
meaning. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  My  Lords,  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack 
in  giving  an  account  of  the  scope  of  hig 
Bill,  has  dealt  with  only  a  very  small 
portion  of  it.  The  provision  of  which  he 
spoke  is  one  of  a  very  desirable  character^ 
and  I  should  imagine  that  nobody  could 
seriously  object  to  it.  It  makes  a  change 
in  the  law  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  very 
necessary,  because  the  law  in  that  respect 
has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be  somewhat 
absurd.  But  the  Bill  is  of  a  wider  scope 
than  would  have  appeared  from  the 
speech  of  my  noble  and  learned  Friend, 
because  it  deals  very  largely  with  the 
power  of  arrest  and  trial  of  persons  who 
commit  offences  out  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions,  and  not  within  the  realm  of 
any  ciTilised  State  ;  and  it  provides  prac- 
tically for  their  trial  in  any  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  dominions.  Very  large  powers 
of  arrest  are  given,  and  they  may  be 
exercised  not  only  by  British,  but  by 
foreign  ofScials.  It  seems  to  me  that 
those  provisions  require  the  very  closest 
scrutiny,  because  I  can  conceive  various 
cases  arising  which,  under  the  Bill  as  it 
now  stands,  would  be  likely  to  create 
considerable  diplomatic  difficulties  with 
Foreign  Powers.  The  arrest  of  a  person 
by  the  authority  of  the  Qovemment  of  a 
country  outside  its  own  dominions  must 
obviously  always  be  a  matter  of  very 
considerable  delicacy.  We  should  be 
effecting  that  arrest  in  a  place  where  our 
laws  do  not  prevail  and  where  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  officials  have 
no  authority ;  and  the  power  that  is 
given  here  to  authorise  the  arrest  under 
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Buch  circnmBiances,  not  only  by  British 
o£Scial8  but  by  foreign  officials,  of  any 
person    accnsed    of    a    crime    of    this 
character  might,  it  seems  to  me,  give 
rise  to  difficulties  of   a    very    serious 
character;  because,  of  course,  a  person 
being  accused  (at  least  I  presume  so)  of  a 
crime  as  mentioned  in  the  5th  section, 
Ist  sub-section,  for  which  he  can  be 
tried  under  this  Act,  means  accused  by 
any   person  who   may  chrxMe  to   make 
such  accusation ;  it  cannot  mean  accnsed 
in  any  official  or  authoritative  manner, 
because  no  official  authority  exists  in  the 
place    where     the    crime    is    supposed 
to     have    been    committed.      But    one 
can    conceive    that,    under    such    cir- 
cumstances,   the  question    of  a    crime 
committed  by  a  person  found  outside  Her 
Majesty's  dominions  which  would  lead  to 
his  arrest  by  an  officer  of  a  Foreign  State 
might  obviously  give  rise  to  some  very 
awkward  questions  indeed.      I  am  not 
calling  attention  to  these  matters  in  any 
spirit  of  hostility  to  the  Bill.     1  can 
quite  understand  the  difficulties  which 
arise    when    British    subjects    commit 
offences  outside    the  territory  of    any 
civilised  Power,  and  I  entirely  sympathise 
with  the  desire   expressed  of  bringing 
them  to  justice,  the  more  especially  as 
they  very  often  do  great  miscluef  to  the 
countiy  of  which  they  are   unworthy 
subjects.     But  I  mention  those  matters 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to 
the  important  character  of  the  Bill  and 
the  extreme  care  and  attention   which 
will   have    to  be  devoted    to   the   con- 
sideration of  all  its  details,  as  well  as  the 
close  scrutiny  which  will  be    necessary 
into  the  effect  of  its  provisions  before 
it  can  be  allowed  to  pass  into  law. 
•The  prime  MINISTER  and  SECRE- 
TARY    OP     STATE     FOB   FOREIGN 
AFFAIElS(The  Marquess  of  Salisbuby)  : 
I  am  sure  your  Lordships  will  sympathise 
with  the  noble  Lord  who  has  just  sat 
down  when    he    says  that    a  Bill    of 
this  kind  needs  careful  scrntiny.     No 
doubt  some  of  its  provisions  are,  to  a 
certain  extent,  novel,  and  deal  with  very 
difficult  subjects,  but  I  think  they  deal 
with  a  growing  evil.     If  we  had  only  to 
deal  with  countries  with  which  we  are 
able  to  conclude  Extradition  Treaties — 
with  civilised  countries  of  that  character 
where  we  could  use  sufficient  influence — 
there  would  be  less  difficulty  and  less 
need  for  a  Bill  of  this  kind;  but  the 
Lord  ITerschell 


House   is  well  aware    that   in    recent 
times  a  new  sort  of  dominion  has  been 
slowly  growing  which  is  expressed  in  a 
great  variety  of  w&jb.     Sometimes  it  iff 
called     a     Protectorate,    sometimes     a 
sphere     of     influence,     sometimes      ai 
region    in    which    another    Power  has 
interests,     and     so    on ;   but    without 
some  authority  of  this  kind  there  is  no 
doubt  that  persons  of  unruly  spirits,  who 
are  to    be  found    on  the  outskirts  of 
civilisation,    may  do  a  ^eat  deal    of 
mischief    and  cause    a    great    deal    of 
trouble,  and  there  may  be  no  means  of 
bringing   them   to   justice.     That   is,    X 
think,  the  motive  which  has  induced  the 
production  of  this  clause.  I  quite  admit  the 
greatdifficultieswhichattend  the  question; 
but  I  want  to  press  upon  the  noble  and. 
learned  Lord  and  upon  the  noble  Lord 
behind  me  that  they  are  not  difficulties- 
of  our  seeking  ;  they  are  not  difficulties 
even  which  have  arisen  from  previous 
complications ;  but   they  are  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  out  of  the  curious  cone 
ditions  of  International  relations  which 
have  f ronv  time  to  time  grown  up.     The 
point  in  which  I  am — I  will  not  say  most 
interested,  but  which  interests  me  very 
much — is  the  trial  of  British  subjects  in 
this    country    for     offences    committed 
abroad.     With  most  civilised  States  we 
have  Extradition  Treaties,   and  most  of 
them  allow  us  to  extradite  our  own  sub- 
jects to  be  tried  for  offences  committed 
abroad.     On  the   surface   that   seems  a 
reasonable  arrangement ;  but  when  yoa 
come  practically  to  work  it,  you  are  asked 
to  send  your  own  subjects  for  trial  to  a 
place  where  you  cannot  reasonably  have 
any  conviction  that  the  trial  will  be  con- 
ducted according  to  any  principle  which, 
in  this  country,  we  have  been  accustomed 
to  consider  inseparable  from  justice.     It 
would  be  invidious  to  suggest  instances 
where  such  differences  exist ;  but  in  some 
there  is  a  great  delay  in  dealmg  with 
prisoners,  and  in  others  great  corruption 
is  found,  considerations  which  make  ik 
very  desirable  that  we  should,  as  far  as- 
possible,  try  our  own   subjects  in  this 
country  for  any  crimes  they  may  have- 
committed  abroad. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  I  must 
apologise  to  your  Lordships  for  having 
referred  in  a  somewhat  perfunctory 
manner  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  but 
I  thought  its  details  would  ba  best  deali 
with    in    Committee.       That    was    the 
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rsascm  why  I  made  but  short  reference 
to  it.  I  gave  one  example  only  of  some 
of  the  difKcalties  which  might  arise 
when  yon  are  dealing  with  questions 
involving  the  consideration  of  foreign 
law,  but  I  quite  agree  with  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  that  it  is  a  matter 
which  must  be  very  carefully  looked 
into  in  Committee.  For  that  reason  it 
appeared  to  me  there  was  no  great 
necessity  for  any  considerable  amount  of 
explanation  at  this  stage.  I  would 
suggest  that  the  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  the  Grand  Committee  on  Iaw. 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  the  Standing  Committee 
for  Bills  relating  to  Law,  &c. 

PBOTECTION    OP    CHILDREN    BILL— 

(No.  68.) 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

*The  Eabl  or  MEATH:  My  Lordst 
I  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  return  my 
thanks  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on 
the  Woolsack  for  having  brought  for- 
ward a  Bill  dealing  with  the  custody  of 
children,  and  that  having  found  it 
necessaiy  on  a  former  occasion  to  oppose 
the  Bill  which  I  brought  forward  for  the 
adoption  of  children,  he  had  the  frank- 
ness to  acknowledge  that  there  were 
grievances  to  be  redressed.  Quite  un- 
expectedly by  me  he  has  responded  to 
the  appeal  which  I  made  to  him  upon 
that  occasion  that  he  should  bring  for- 
ward, on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
some  measure  which  would  protect  the 
ohildren.  I  therefore  return  him  my 
most  sincere  thanks  for  having  done  so ; 
and  I  have  also  to  thank  him  for  having 
parmitted  me  to  bring  forward  a  second 
time  this  Bill  for  the  Protection  of 
Children.  It  would  have  been  quite  in 
his  power  to  prevent  this  Bill  being 
brought  forward ;  he  has  not  only  done 
that,  but  he  has  informed  your  Lord- 
ships as  I  understand  that  he  will  allow 
it  to  be  read  a  second  time  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  before  which  his  own 
measure  will  go.  I  hope  some  legisla- 
tion may  result  therefrom,  which  will 
remove  these  poor  children  from  the  risk 
of  ill-treatment  and  the  sufferings  which 
they  undei^  when,  after,  perhaps,  many 
years  of  kind  attention  and  care,  they 
are  claimed  by    brutal  and    unworthy 


parents  who  demand  as  a  legal  right 
that  the  children  shall  be  handed  over 
to  them.  The  Bill  which  I  ask  your 
Lordships  now  to  read  a  second  time 
has  been  framed  with  the  view  of 
avoiding  the  contentious  subject  of 
adoption,  and  yet,  at  the  same  'time,  of 
protecting  from  the  abuse  of  parental 
authority  children  over  whom  their 
parents  have  relinquished  control.  Your 
Lordships  will  notice  that  all  those  con- 
tentious questions  have  been  avoided 
which  raised  debate  npm  the  occasion 
of  my  former  Bill  being  presented.  I 
then  produced  some  30  cases  in  which 
children  had  been  taken  away  from 
happy  homes  by  their  parents,  just  at 
the  age  when  they  could  be  made  of  use 
to  them,  regardless  of  the  children's 
interests,  and  I  showed  that  in  a  great 
number  of  those  cases  the  children  had 
relapsed  into  misery  and  crime.  Since 
that  time  I  have  received  a  number  of 
letters  from  persons  who  are  interested 
in  this  question,  and  there  are  one  or 
two  of  the  cases  mentioned  there  to  which, 
if  your  Lordships  will  allow  me,  I  will 
call  attention.  There  was  a  case  which 
has  been  brought  to  my  notice  in  which 
a  child  was  taken  into  a  home  and  sup- 
ported for  several  years.  The  mother 
died  of  a  broken  heart  from  the  cruel 
treatment  of  her  husband.  He  was  a 
hopeless  drunkard,  and,  though  he  had 
been  well-educated,  and  was  formerly 
in  a  good  position,  he  had  lost  everything 
through  drink,  and  was,  in  fact,  living 
on  the  charity  of  his  neighbours.  When 
the  child,  a  girl,  was  seven  years  old, 
the  fitther  came  to  the  home  to  romove 
her. 

'■  I  found,"  says  the  lady  who  writes  to  me, 
"  that  the  father  had  seTeral  people  outside  ; 
having  taken  legal  advice,  I  found  that 
we  could  not  resist  the  father's  claim,  and 
that  we  could  not  prevent  him  exercising  his 
rights,  though  he  had  no  lodgings  to  wbich  he 
could  take  the  child,  and  that  she  would  be 
exposed  to  all  kinds  of  evil,  religious  and 
moraL" 

That  is  a  case,  my  Ijords,  which  I  point 
out  as  a  very  good  example  of  the 
instances  which  have  been  sent  me. 
There  is  one  more,  however,  to  which 
I  will  refer.  A  man  was  sentenced  to 
five  years'  penal  servitude  for  burglary. 
His  two  infante  were  taken  into  the  home. 
The  wife  was  also  a  drunkard  and  was 
convicted  of  crime.  When  they  were 
released  from  prison  their  first  act  was 
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to     demand    their   children,     both    of 
whom  were  almost  dead  of  starTation 
when  they  were  admitted.     Those  who 
had   taken    care    of     and    maintained 
the  children  had  no  power  to  keep  them, 
however  wicked  or  depraved  the  parents 
were,  and  they  had  to  be  given  up. 
There  are  a  number  of  such  cases,  but  I 
am  not  going  to  inflict  them  upon  your 
Lordships.     I  think  I  hare  read  enough 
in  conjunction  with  the  cases  I  read  on 
the  previous  occasion  to  show  that  there 
is  really  a  necessity  for  some  legislation 
of     this    character.       In    fact,    it    was 
acknowledged  by  all  the  noble  Lords  who 
spoke  upon  the  last  occasion,  and  it  is 
generally  admitted  that  there  is  great 
need  for  legislation  which   does  not  im- 
properly interfere  with  the  exercise  of 
parental   authority,   to  prevent  cases  of 
hardship  and  of  injury  to  children  where 
they  have  been  desertedand  brought  up 
by  persons   other  than   their    parents. 
The  Bill  is  intended  to  prevent  the  abuse 
of  parental  authority,  and  it  is  a  very 
short  one.     By  the  1st  section  it  pro- 
vides that  where  a  parent  has  relin- 
quished his  control  over  his  child,  and 
sach    child  has    been     maintained    by 
others  out  of.  private  funds  in  a  proper 
manner,  the  parent  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  resume  the  custody  or  control  of  such 
child  until  he  has  repaid  to  such  person 
or  persons   all   costs    properly   incurred 
by  such  person  or  persons  in  bringing  up 
such     child.       The     parent,     however, 
though  he  may  be  willing  to  repay  the 
costs  incurred  in  bringing  up  the  child, 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  resume  custody 
of  it  unless  the  Court  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  it  is  for  the  child's  benefit  he  should 
do  so.     The  Bill,  however,  gives  power 
to  the  Court  before  which  the  case  comes 
to  waive  such  repayments  in  such  cases 
as  it  may  think  fit.     As  has  been  said 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  behind 
me,   I  think  there  can  be  no  question 
but  that  in  these  days  public  opinion 
and  feeling  is  more  acute  than  in  former 
times  with  regard  to  the  way  in  which 
children  are  treated,  and  in  accordance 
with  that  general  feeling  I  do  not  think 
it  is  right  that  the  law  should  consider 
the  benefit  of  the  children  as  subordi- 
nate to  the  interests  of  the  parents.     By 
Section  2,  a  foster  parent  may  be  simi- 
larly protected  in  referenca  to  payments 
by    Poor     Law     Guardians.    '  Section 
3    simply    gives    a    definition    of    the 
The  Earl  o/Meath 


meaning  of  the  words  "  parent "  and 
"child."  Then  Section  4  provides 
that — 

"  For  th?  parposes  of  this  Act  a  parent  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  relinquiahed  the  control  of 
his  child  if  tie  has  abandoned  or  deserted  his 
child ;  or  has  been  guilty  of  such  miscondact 
as  would,  according  to  the  law  for  the  time 
being  in  force  as  administered  hy  a  Court  of 
Ji^uity,  disentitle  him  to  the  custody  of  his 
child :  or  if  he,  knowing  that  his  child  is 
being  brought  up  by  a  foster  parent,  has  not 
taken  any  proceedings  to  resume  the  custody  of 
sach  child  for  lo  long  a  time  or  nnder  such 
circumstances  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
having  cognisance  of  the  case,  to  indicate  that 
the  parent  has  acquiesced  in  the  bringing  iip 
of  such  child  by  the  foster  parent." 

If  I  might  be  permitted  at  this  stage,  as 
I  did  not  speak  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor's  Bill  being  brought 
forward,  I  would  ask  a  question  which 
I  think  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
might  desire  to  answer,  and  that  is. 
What  is  the  actual  law  on  the  subject  at 
present  1  Speaking  as  a  layman,  I  can- 
not find  out  what  the  law  actually  is 
upon  which  Magistrates  act  at  {nresent. 
It  appears  that  when  children  are  claimed 
by  parents  nnder  these  circumstances 
the  Magistrates  either  refuse  to  interfere 
altogether  or  they  grant  a  summons,  and 
the  child  is  obliged  to  be  handed  back  to 
the  parents.  In  the  Bill  which  has  been 
laid  upon  the  Table  of  your  Lordships' 
House  only  those  cases  are  mentioned 
where  the  matter  has  been  brought  to 
the  cognisance  of  the  High  Court ;  but, 
as  f au:  as  I  can  make  out,  such  matters 
are  not  brought  to  the  cognisance  of  the 
High  Court  at  all.  I  should  like,  as  a 
layman,  to  know  what  would  be  the 
course  which  persons  having  the  custody 
of  a  child  shoald  take  if  they  thought 
they  were  justified,  under  the  Bill  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  in  retaining  the 
child.  Of  late  years,  my  Lords,  much 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  this  subject, 
and  it  is  being  more  and  more  recognised 
that  the  interests  of  the  child  ought  to 
be  regarded  as  paramount  where  they 
clash  with  the  old  Common  Law  rights 
of  the  parent.  By  my  Bill  all  complica- 
tions from  changes  in  the  law  by  the 
transference  of  authority  to  persons  other 
than  parents,  or  in  regard  to  the  law  of 
devolution  of  property,  are  avoided. 
There  can  be  no  fear  o£  its  encouraging 
or  permitting  the  sale  of  children,  or  of 
proselytising,  as  the  parents  can  always, 
on  paying  the  costs  which  have  been 
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inoured,  resnniB  pKissession  or  control  of 
children,  and  even  if  they  are  too  poor 
to  paj  those  costs,  the  Court  can  giye 
possession  of  the  children  without  paj- 
ment,  if  it  considers  it  would  be  right 
from  any  cause  that  the  parents  should 
resume  possession  of  the  children.  I 
hope  your  Lordships  will  permit  this  Bill 
to  be  read  a  second  time,  and  that  you 
vill  think  it  right  that  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  same  Committee  to  which 
tlie  noble  and  learned  Lord's  Bill  h»s 
been  referred,  in  order  that  the  two 
measures  may  be  considered  together. 
There  is,  in  my  opinion,  no  question  that 
the  handing  back  of  these  children  to 
their  parents  is,  as  a  general  rule,  very 
adverse  to  the  interests  of  children 
themselves.  A  gentleman  who  has  for 
years  been  at  the  head  of  an  institution 
for  the  reception  of  lads  reclaimed  from 
tlte  streets  writes  to  me  that  he  has  gone 
through  the  brief  history  of  the  boys 
who  have  been  received  into  that  insti- 
tution for  the  last  two  and  a  half  years, 
and  he  finds  ,  that  of  the  whole  number 
about  one  in  eight  has  been  injured  by 
the  parents  coming  and  claiming  them  as 
soon  as  the  boys  have  been  taught  a 
little,  and  are  able  to  be  employed  as 
errand  boys;  so  that  in  about  12-5  of 
the  cases  in  which  their  funds  and 
labours  have  been  expended  in  the  work 
of  rescuing  such  children  from  ruin 
their  efbrts  have  been  thrown  away.  A 
lady  who  has  the  care  of  girls  writes  to 
me  in  a  similar  way.  She  says  that  the 
proportion  of  relapses  into  crime  among 
children  when  returned  to  their  parents 
equals  16-9  per  cent.,  as  against  -6  in  the 
cases  where  they  have  not  been  returned 
to  their  parents ;  and  that  in  the  Folton 
School  23  per  cent,  of  the  children  re- 
turned to  their  parents  are  re-convicted, 
as  against  5  per  cent,  of  those  who  are 
otherwise  provided  for.  I  will  not  detain 
your  Lordships  any  further.  The  dis- 
CQSsioQ  upon  this  subject  has  practically 
been  going  on  now  for  some  time,  and  I 
thmk,  therefore,  your  Lordships  are  all 
more  or  less  in  possession  of  the  facts  of 
the  case.  I  only  ask  your  Lordships  to 
permit  the  Bill  to  bo  read  a  second  time, 
and  to  refer  it  to  the  same  Committee  as 
that  which  will  consider  the  Bill  of  the 
ooUe  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack. 


Moved, 
read  2'." 


'That     the     Bill     be    now 


Lord  HERSCHELL:  My  Lords,  I 
should  desire  to  make  a  few  observations 
to  the  House  upon  this  Bill,  and  particu- 
larly with  reference  to  its  bearing  upon 
the  Bill  of  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
on  the  Woolsack,  which  has  been  read  a 
second  time.  I  am  very  glad  they  are  both 
to  g>o  to  the  Standing  Committee,  because 
I  cannot  help  feeling  that  some  measure 
of  protection  for  children  is  necessary 
beyond  that  which  would  be  afiorded 
by  the  provisions  contained  in  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend's  Bill.  It  would  be 
necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  the  parent 
obtaining  possession  of  his  child  under 
the  measure  proposed  by  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  for  the  person  seeking 
to  withhold  the  child  from  its  parent  to 
prove  that  such  parent  had  been  guilfy 
of  some  misconduct,  and  that  he  or  she 
was  unfit  to  have  the  care  and  custody 
of  the  child.  Now  it  is,  of  course, 
obvious  that  the  difficulty  of  bringing 
forward  such  proof  would  often  be 
immense,  and  in  many  cases  it  might  be 
impossible  to  bring  forward  evidence  to 
support  such  an  allegation.  I  do  not 
tbink  where  a  parent  has  relinquished 
the  control  of  his  child  to  others  who 
have  cared  for  it,  brought  it  up,  and 
expended  money  upon  it,  that  he  can 
reasonably  be  allowed  to  assert  a  right 
to  resume  possession  of  his  child  without 
first  restoring  to  those  persons  the  money 
they  have  so  expended.  But  I  do  not 
think  it  would  do  to  make  that  a  condi- 
tion absolute  in  all  cases,  because  there 
may  be  cases  where  a  parent  can  prove 
that  he  is  perfectly  fife  to  have  the  pos- 
session of  his  child,  that  he  can  aSord  to 
properly  maintain  it,  and  that  he  can 
provide  for  it  a  happy  home,  that  he  is 
not  in  any  way  to  blame,  and  that  his 
circumstances  are  such  that  it  would  be 
absolutely  debarring  him  of  the  custody 
of  his  child  altogether  if  he  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  those  expenses  before  the 
child  could  be  handed  over  to  him. 
Therefore,  I  think  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  has  wisely  left  to  the  Court  the 
determination  of  the  question  whether 
the  parent  should  first  be  compelled  to 
pay  ttie  whole,  or  some  portion,  or  none 
at  all,  of  thosj  expenses,  at  the  same 
time  enabliuif  the  Court,  if  it  should 
think  fit  to  do  so,  to  enforce  payment  of 
those  expenses  before  the  child  is  deli- 
vered up.  That  would,  of  course,  throw 
upon  the  parent   the  onus  of  showing 
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that  he  was  fit  to  be  allowed  to  take  back 
the  child,  and  that  the  child's  interests 
conld  be   safely  entmsted  to  him.     It 
seems  to  mo  there  is  all  the  diftereuca  in 
the    world    between    that   onus   being 
thrown  upon  the  parent  and  casting  npon 
the  person  who  has  taken  care  of  the 
child  and  brought  it  up  the  harden  of 
proving  that  the  parent  has  disentitled 
himself  to  the  custody.    I  quite  agree 
in  what  has  been  said  by  a  noble  Lord 
that  there  has  hitherto  been  too  great  a 
regard  for  what  is  called  the  sanctity  of 
the  parental  authority,  even  after  parents 
have  violated  every  duty  which  they  can 
owe  to  the  children  to  whom  they  have 
given  birth.     It  seems  to  me  there  has 
been  too  little  regard  paid  to  the  interests 
and  welfare    of    the    children.      It    is 
certainly  terrible  to  reflect  how  often  it 
has  been  the  case,  and  may  be  still,  that 
a  child    who    has    found   the    lack  of 
parental  care  supplied    by    those   who 
have  taken  the  place  of  real  parents  to  it, 
who  have  done  for  the  child,  land  well 
done  for  it,  all  that  parents  ought  to  do 
for   a  child,  has  been   torn  from  thosa 
foster-parents    at   a    time  when  it  has 
learned   to  love  them  and  feel  grate- 
ful  to    them,    as   to    those    to   whom 
alone     its    gratitude    is    due,    to    be 
handed  over  to  parants  in  name  only, 
who  can  afford  it  no  proper  education  or 
maintenance,  and  who  have  shown  them- 
selves— himself,      or      herself —  utterly 
unfit  to  train  it  for  its  future  Ufe.       I 
agree,  at  the  same  time,  that  we  are  not 
lightly  to  regard  the   relation   of  parent 
and  child,  and  that  we  ought  not  lightly  to 
set   aside  the  right  which  the  parent  has 
hitherto  had  in  law  to  the  custody  of  his 
child.    But  it  appears  to  me  that  that 
right  is  fully  guarded  in  the  Bill  which 
my   noble  and  learned  Friend  has  pro- 
posed, because  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
are  only  to  operate  where  the  parent 
has  relinquished  the  control  over  his 
child  to  other  parsons  who  have  brought 
it  up.     The  parent  is  only  in  that  case  to 
be    regarded  as  having  abandoned  or 
deserted   it.    Surely    if    a    parent    has 
abandoned  or  deserted  his  child,  and  left 
the  duty  of  its  care  to  others,  it  is  only 
reasonable  that  the  Court  should  have 
power  to  require  him  to  repay  what  those 
others  had  spent,  and  to  inquire  whether 
it  would  be  g^ood  for  the  child  to  remain 
where  it  is  rather  than  that  it  should  go 
Lord  Herschell 


back  to  the  parent    who    has  deserted 
it.       "With      regard      to      the       ques- 
tion   of    misconduct,     the    Court      of 
Equity  will  interfere   with  the  exercise 
of  the  parental  right  to  custody  in  proper 
cases  and  upon  sufficient  evidence,    and 
this    Bill    would    apply  that   principle 
equally  in  cases  of  the  kind   I      have 
been  describing.    Another  category    to 
which  the  observation  might  be  applied 
is  that  class  of  cases  where  the   parent 
knowing    that    the    child  is   bein^    so 
brought  up  has  refrained  for  so  long    a 
time   from   making  application  for    the 
custody  of  his  child  that  he  may  be  taken 
to  have  really  acquiesced  in  its  being  so 
brought  up.     In  none  of  the  cases  is  the 
barrier  to  the  parents  resuming  the  cus- 
tody made  absolute,  but  the  matter  is  left 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Court,   which 
must  be  sat'sfied  that  it  will  be  for  the 
child's  interest  before  the  parent  can   be 
permitted  to  resume  possession  of  it.     I 
submit  to  your  Lordships  that  that   is  a 
provision      which     is     eminently     rea- 
sonable.    With   regard  to  the  observa- 
tions   which    have     been      made     by 
Lord  Emly,  I  certainly  should  feel  very 
much  regret  if  any  measnre'of  this  kind 
should  be   taken   advantage  of  for  the 
purposes  of  proselytising  in  reference  to 
the  children,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be  any  real  difficulty  in  providing 
against  it,  if  it  were  thought  to  be  at  all 
possible.    Where  the  parent  himself  or 
herself  is  shown  to  be  unfit  to  have  the  cus- 
tody of  the  child,  I  think  if  it  was  proved 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  a 
child  was  being  brought  up  in  an  institu- 
tion where   the  religious  teaching  was 
other  than  that  its  parents  accepted,  and 
that  there  was  some  other  institution  the 
religious  teaching  in  which  was  in  accord- 
ance with  their  views,  and  where  the 
child  would  be  equally  well-oared  for, 
there  could  bene  objection  togiving  power 
to  the  Court  to  transfer  the  child  from 
one  institution  to  the  other.  But  that  is  a 
matter  which  wouldreqnire  consideration. 
There  seems  to  me  to  be  no  insuperable 
difficulty  in  striking  against  the  danger 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  suggested.     I 
trust  that  the  result  of  the  consideration 
of  these  two  measures  combined  may  be 
one  measure  which  will  afford  better 
protection  to  children,  and  secure  them 
against  many  of  the  hardships  they  have 
now  to  undergo. 
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•Bakl  PERCY  :  I  am  rare  yonr  Lord- 
ships will  agrro  with  the  last  remark  of 
the  noble  and  leamedLordLord  Herschell 
in  hoping  that  the  issue  of  sending  these 
two  Bills  to  the  same  Committee  may  be 
the  production  of  a  measure  which  will 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  law  in  deal- 
ing with  the  very  hard  cases  which  have 
been  referred  to.  To  my  non-legal  mind 
this  ssems  a  matter  of  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty to  deal  with.  We  all  seem  to  know 
generally  what  we  want;  but  if  we  can 
judge  from  the  measures  which  have 
been  successively  laid  before  us  we  do 
not  qnite  see  how  to  meat  the  require- 
ments of  the  case.  The  first  Bill  on  the 
subject  which  my  noble  Friend  Lord 
Meath  presented  to  your  Lordships'  House 
was  generally  understood  to  go  too  far. 
The  noble  Lord  has  now  presented 
another  Bill  which  we  have  before  us. 
That  measure  was  stopped  in  its  progress 
by  the  notice  which  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  gfave  that  he  proposed  to  bring 
forward  a  measure  on  bshalf  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I  presume  from  the  fact  of 
that  measurehavlng  beenbroughtforward 
that  the  Government  is  of  opinion  that 
Lord  Meath's  Bill  is  not  absolutely 
necessary,  and  that,  at  any  rate,  the 
provisions  which  it  embodies  are  not 
altc^ether  needed,  because  otherwise 
the  GJovemment  measure  would 
have  been  more  exhaustive.  But,  my 
Ix>rd8,  if  it  be  the  case  that  we  require 
some  farther  legislation  than  that  em- 
bodied in  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Bill,  I 
do  not  doubt  that  it  would  be  of  great 
importance  if,  before  we  go  into  Com- 
mittee, the  noble  and  learned  Lord  and 
the  noble  Lord  who  has  introduced  this 
BiU  would  consider  what  the  best  means 
would  be  of  meeting  the  difficulties 
which  have  been  mentioned  with  regard 
to  this  species  of  legislation  altc^ether. 
I  shonld  like  to  say  a  few  words  here 
with  regard  to  the  first  clause,  which 
provides  for  cases  where  a  parent  has 
relinquished  the  control  over  his  child, 
and  certain  provisions  follow.  One  of 
the  instances  by  which  the  noble  Lord 
sought  to  support  this  Bill  was  a  case  in 
which  the  parents  of  the  child  had 
sufCered  a  lengthened  term  of  imprison- 
ment, and  he  asked  your  Lordships 
whether  it  was  not  a  very  improper 
thing  that  the  child  should  have  been 
returned  to  parents  after  they  had  come 
oat  of  prison  under  such  circumstences. 


That,  I  think,  would  depend  entirely 
upon  the  circumstances  of  the  particular 
case ;  but  as  far  as  any  objection  on  that 
account  goes,  there  is  nothing,  as  far  as 
I  can  see,  in  this  Bill  which  makes  the 
imprisonment  of  the  parents  tantamount 
to  the  relinquishment  by  them  of  control 
over  their  children.  We  ought,  I  think, 
clearly  to  nnderstand  what  it  is  intended 
that  this  legislation  should  do.  I  am 
strengthened  in  that  remark  by  the 
words  which  occur  at  the  end  of  the 
clause — 

"  If  the  Conrt  hariog  cognisance  of  the  case 
is  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  for  the  beoeflt  of  the 
child  that  he  should  be  broagbt  up  by  the 
parent  instead  of  the  foster-parent.'* 

That  is  going  rather  far  I  think.  What 
does  "the  benefit  of  the  child"  meant 
To  put  an  extreme  case :  suppose  the 
foster-parent  is  likely  to  leave  the  child 
a  large  fortune,  and  the  natural  parent  is 
not  so  happily  circumstanced;  is  the 
Court  to  decide  that  it  is  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  child  under  those  circum- 
stances that  he  should  be  restored  to  his 
natural  parent  f  It  is  impossible,  I  think, 
that  my  noble  Friend  can  mean  that. 
Unless  something  is  introduced  to  make 
that  a  little  plainer,  I  think  it  may  lead 
to  very  great  difficulty.  Then  the  noble 
Earl  has  said  that  it  would  be  right  the 
Court  should  consider  what  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  child,  rather  than  what 
is  for  the  interest  of  the  parent  in 
the  matter,  and  other  noble  Loi'ds  used 
the  same  language.  It  is  not  simply  a 
question,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  of  whether 
it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  child  that  it 
should  be  restored  to  its  parent,  or  left  in 
his  custody.  The  assumption  of  the  law, 
so  far  as  I  nnderstand  it,  is  that  parents 
were  by  nature  intended  to  have  the 
control  of  their  children  ;  that  that  control 
is  proper  for  the  child,  d  priori,  and  that 
it  is  only  where  it  is  clearly  proved  that 
the  child  would  sufFer  morally  or 
physically  by  being  left  to  its  parents 
that  he  can  be  taken  from  their  custody 
by  the  State.  The  benefit  to  the  child  is 
not  the  question ;  the  question  is,  whether 
there  is  not  a  naturtd  right  existing  in 
the  parent,  which  only  the  strongest 
reasons  can  justify  us  in  depriving  him 
of.  I  confess  I  think  the  Committee 
will  find  some  difficulty  in  welding  these 
two  measures  into  one  ;  but  I  am  very 
glad  that  the  matter  has  been  brought 
forward,  and  that  your  Lordships'  atten- 
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tion  has  been  cAlled  to  it;  and  I  trvmt  j 
that  the  laboars  of  the  Committee  upon 
the  Bills  will  bear  good  fruit. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  there  are  a  few  additional  remarks 
which  I  wish  to  make  upon  the  present 
Bill.  I  think  that  some  of  the  observa- 
tions which  the  noble  Earl  has  made  are 
very  material ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
they  would  rather  require  discussion  in 
Copamittee,  and  not  to  be  discussed  now, 
in  dealing  with  the  principle  of  the 
measure,  because  they  are  matters  which, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  can  only  be  dealt 
with  by  detailed  machinery.  Let  me 
take  the  most  obvious  suggestion  with 
regpard  to  the  condition  precedent  to 
acceding  to  the  demand  of  the  parent 
that  his  child  should  be  given  back  to 
him,  that  all  monies  paid  on  the  child's 
behalf  for  its  maintenance  and  education 
should  be  paid.  I  confess  I  regard  that 
provision  witb  exceeding  jealousy ;  it  looks 
to  me  very  much  like  giving  a  sort  of 
lien  upon  the  child.  It  was  not  with  that 
object  at  all  that  it  has  been  put  into  the 
Bill.  The  object  is  to  interpose  a  barrier 
against  the  demand  of  an  unworthy 
parent  to  re-take  possession  of  his 
child.  I  cannot  doubt  that  that 
is  the  real  object,  because,  re- 
garding it  merely  as  a  matter  of 
repayment,  no  one  would  suppose  that 
the  charitable  institution  or  private 
person  who  has  taken  care  of  and  brought 
up  the  child  would  willingly  give  him  up 
upon  being  repaid  the  money  which  had 
been  ezpooded  upon  him.  But  if  the 
real  object  is  to  impose  a  barrier  to  the 
resuming  of  possession  by  unworthy 
parents  would  it  not  be  better  to  put 
that  provision  into  the  Bill,  that  an  un- 
worthy parent  is  not  to  be  allowed  to 
exercise  that  parental  right  which  the 
Common  Law  gives  him  1  Then  I  quite 
admit  that,  unless  you  make  some  pro- 
vision with  regard  to  the  onus  of  proof, 
it  may  be  very  hard  upon  the  charitable 
parson  or  institution  that  they  should 
be  called  upon  to  submit  to  the  child 
being  taken  away  by  the  parent,  unless 
they  could  give  actual  proof  of  the 
parents'  misconduct  when  the  parent  who 
had  disappeared  re-appeared  to  claim  him. 
There  would,  however,  be  no  difficulty 
in  changing  the  onus  of  showing  mis- 
conduct; and  if  a  child  has  been  so 
deserted,  and  the  parents  have  left  it  to 
the  care  of  others,  it  would  certainly  not 
Earl  Percy 


be  unreasonable  to  provide  thnt,  before 
the  child  should  be  allowed  to  be  restored, 
to    him,   the  parent  should  show  what 
was     the     reason     of    the     desertion., 
how  the  child  came  to  be  abandoned, 
and  that  he  or  she  is  now  in  a  position  to 
resume  possession   of  the  chi£l,  and    to 
take   back    again    the  parental  control 
which  they  had  voluntarily  abandoned. 
And  so  with  regard  to  the  observations 
which   have   been  made  by    the  noble 
Earl  who  has  just  sat  down.  Unless  sonxe 
provision  is  made  with  reference  to  the 
principle  on  which  the    Court  is  to   act 
where  you  have  sjich  words  as  "  for  the 
interest  of  the  child,"  it  seems  to   me 
that  the  Legislature  will  be  abandoning 
its    duty   and   throwing   it     upon    tKe 
Judges  without  afEording   any  guide    to 
them  in  dealing  with  the  very  difficult 
problem  which  they  have  to   solve.      I 
think  it  ought  to  be  explained  in  the 
Bill  that  what  is  meant  by  the  expression 
"  interest  of  the  child "  is  not  merely 
its    pecuniary    interest,  but    its   moral 
and     religious     interests.      Then,     the 
moment    you     mention     the    religions 
interest,  it  is  obvious  that  you  raise   a 
question     which      vdj     noble     Friend 
pointed    out    was    one  of  the  sources 
of     danger    in    attempting    legislation 
upon    this    subject.     All    I    can    say 
is,thatlwill  Usten  with  very  greatattention 
to  any  suggestions  which  may  be  made 
upon  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  by  noble  Lords ; 
and    if    the  Bill  can    be    so    moulded, 
following  the  principles  which    it   em- 
bodies, as  to  give  effect  to  what  is  desired, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  shall  have 
very  great  pleasure  in  giving  my  assist- 
ance.    One  point  more  with  regard  to 
the  duties  which  the  Magistrates  have  to 
discharge.      I  confess  I  should    regard 
with  very  great  jealousy  any  proposal  to 
submit  questions  of  such  importance  and 
difficulty  as  those  now  under  considera- 
tion to  any  other  tribunal  than  the  High 
Court.     I  certainly  would  not  be  a  party 
to  referring  them  to  any  other  tribunal. 
Questions  of  this   chto'acter  affecting  the 
relations  between  parent  and  child  ought 
not  to  be  remitted  to  Petty  Sessions  or 
Courts  of  inferior  jurisdiction.     If  any 
such  proposal  were  made,  I  am  afraid  I 
should  be  found  on  the  opposite  side. 
With  the  general  objects  of   the  noble 
Lord  I  am  in  hearty  agreement.     We 
are    endeavouring    to  reach  the   same 
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goal.  The  only  qnestion  is  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  ih&t  is  to  he  done,  and  if 
the  two  Bills  can  he  welded  together 
wtisfactorily  I  shall  be  very  glad. 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  the  Standing  Committee 
for  General  Bills. 

CUSTOMS   AND   INLAND    REVENUE 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1* ; 
then  Standing  Orders  Nus.  XYXTY. 
and  XLY.  having  been  dispensed  with, 
moved  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*; 
agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly ; 
Committee  negatived ;    Bill  read  3*,  and 


OONTAOIOUS  DISEASES  (ANDIALS) 

PLBUBO-PNEUMONIA  BILL.— (No.  IM.) 

DEEDS  OF  AKBANaBMENT  BILL.— 

(No.  10«.) 

WOREINa  GLASSES  DWELUNOS 

BILL.— (No.  107.) 

Brought    from  the  Commons ;    read 
1*,  and  to  be  printed. 

Hooie  adjoomed  at  twenty-fire  minutes 

before  Six  o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  a 

quarter-past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OP     COMMONS, 
Thunday,  5ih  June,  1890. 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


CHANNEL  TUNNEL   (EXPERIMENTAL 

WORKS)  BILL.— (iy  Ordir.) 

8EC01iI>  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 
•(3.10.)  SiB  E.  WATKIN  (Hythe)  :  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the 
Second  Beading  of  this  Bill,  and  I 
propose  to  do  so  with  the  utmost  brevity. 
I  think  that  the  general  question  of  the 
oonstmotion  of  the  Channel  Tunnel  has 
now  been  reduced  to  certain  principles 
CO  which  it  ia  not  necessary  to  detain  the 
Honae  save  in  outline ;  and  I  believe 
I  shall  be  able  to  show,  in  a  few 
wofda,  that  the  Bill  haa  been  drawn 
with  a  view  to  meet  as  for  as  pos- 
nUe    tiie  views  —  I  was  almost  going 


to  say  the  prejudices — of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Bill  proposes  simply  to  con- 
tinuecertainexperimentswhichhave  been 
conducted  with  no  inconsiderable  success, 
and  then  to  give  to  the  Government  for 
the  time  being  the  power  of  saying, 
should  those  experiments  prove 
to  be  complete,  whether  the  Tunnel 
should  be  made  or  not.  The  whole  of 
the  question  of  the  Channel  Tunnel 
is  by  that  means  taken  out  of  the 
sphere  of  private  enterprise,  and 
the  responsibility  is  placed  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  GSovemment  of  say- 
ing whether  a  work  of  this  kind  should 
be  carried  out  in  the  interests  of  the 
public  at  large  or  not.  For  my  part, 
I  have  always  declared  my  opkiion 
thai  an  extension  of  the  Empire  snch 
as  the  Tunnel  would  involve  ought 
to  be  the  property  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  ought  not  to  be  regulated 
by  a  Joint  Stock  Company,  who  may  be 
Englishmen  one  day,  Frenchmen  another, 
and  American  or  anybody  else  after- 
wards. But  as  the  Governments  of  both 
political  Parties  have  stated  that  they 
were  in  fevour  of  the  construction  of  the 
Tunnel,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  con- 
structed by  private  enterprise,  private 
enterprise  has  gallantly  stepped  in 
and  offered  to  do  the  work  £,nd 
to  supply  the  means  of  carry- 
ing it  out.  So  far,  evei-y  bit  of  the 
experimental  work  has  been  initiated 
under  the  eye,  if  not  under  the  sanction 
and  approval,  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
I,  for  one,  think  it  would  be  idle  for  any 
combination  of  men  desirous  of  perform- 
ing the  work  to  run  their  heads  against 
the  Government  of  the  day,  whether  the 
views  of  the  Government  are  right  or 
wrong.  If  the  promoters  of  this  scheme 
have  a  g^evance,  it  is  that  if  they  were 
making  a  proposal  against  the  interests 
and  liberty  of  the  country,  they  ought  to 
have  been  stopped  at  once  and  prevented 
from  expending  their  money  fruitlessly ; 
but  they  were  deliberately  encouraged  to 
go  on,  and  were  told  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  day  that  the 
Government  approved  of  the  work.  The 
exp9riment8,  so  far  as  they  have  been 
made,  have  shown  that  the  work  can  be 
done  easily,  cheaply,  and  rapidly. 
The  promoters  contend  that  uninter- 
rupted communication  between  the 
17,000  miles  of  railway  in  this 
country    and    the   .120,000     miles     of 
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railway    of    the    same    gauge    on    the 
Continent  would  tend  largely  to  &cili- 
tate   the    interchange    of    persons    and 
commodities  between  our   country   and 
the   various   countries  of    Europe  and 
Asia,  and  would  be  of  vast  benefit  to 
industry,  and  of  equal,  if  not   greater, 
benefit     to     commerce.       Again,     they 
contend    that     this     country     requires 
a  second  line  of    supply    for    its    food 
and  the    other  necessities  of  its  exist- 
ence.     To  be   without  such  a    second 
line    of  supply  is  not  a  safe   position 
for    a   great  country    to   be  in,  while 
it   is    no  phantom  of   the  imt^ination 
to     believe     that      the      larger      inter- 
change    of    ideas    of    friendship    and 
of     trade     which    would    result     from 
the    construction    of    a    Channel  Tun- 
nel   would    likewise  tend   to    promote 
peace  and  do  away  with  the  jealousies 
and    misunderstandings   which    are   so 
often  the    origin    of    wars.     They  say, 
further,  and  it  is  a  point  to  which  I  wish 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  the  experi- 
mental works  as  far  as  they   have  gone 
have  been  carried  out  in   obedience  to 
pledges  gi  ven  to  France  by  the  Governme  at 
presided  over  by  the  late  Lord  Beacons- 
field.  They  believe  that  they  are  carrying 
out     the     work    of     that     statesman. 
They  submit  that  the  honour  of  every 
friend  of    Lord    Beaconsfield    demands 
that  the  agreement  which  his  Govern- 
ment made  with  the  Qovemment  of  the 
people  of  France  should  be  observed  and 
carried  out.      There  is  not  the  excuse 
thatthe  agreement  was  made  with  the  late 
Imperial  Government  of  France,  because 
it    was     made     with    the     Republican 
Government  of  that  country.      There  is, 
again,  as  the  Board  of   Trade   ought   to 
know,  a  gradual  isolation  going  on  with 
regard  to  commercial  and  other  inter- 
changes   between     England     and     the 
nations  of  the  Continent,  and  a  greater 
union   with  regard    to    the    whole    of 
Europe.     Engli^d,  day  by  day,  is    be- 
coming more  and  more  isolated  :  whUe 
Europe,   where   mountain  ranges    have 
been  pierced,  great  harbours  made,   and 
barriers  broken  down,  is  becoming,  for 
purposes  of  unbroken  interchange,  more 
and  more  one.     If  the   Channel  Tunnel 
were   made,    only  2,000   miles    of   rail- 
way are  required    to    connect  England 
with  her   great    dependency    of    India. 
That  railway  will  soon  be  made ;  and  then 
Sir  E.  Watkin  ' 


are  you  prepared  to  say  that  for  all  time 
to  come  you  will  preserve  a  barrier  of  sea 
to  thwart  and  hinder  through  an  unbroken 
access  to  and  from  the  300,000,000    of 
people  in  Her  Majesty's  Indian  £mpire  ; 
while   every   other  country   in    ISurope 
may  send  commodities  right  through   in 
the  same  carriage  ?    On    the  other  side. 
there  are  the  military  objections.  It  is  said 
that  all  is  well.  Now,  I  think  that  all  is  not 
well  between  England  and  France.      I 
can  tell  the  Government,  if  they  do  not 
know  it,  that  there  is  a  very  deep  and 
widespread  feeling  in  France  at  the  way 
in  which  the  French  people  have    been 
treated  in  this  matter   by  this  Bnglish 
Government.     Every  reasonable  person 
in  France  is  in  favour  of  closer  com- 
munication  between  the  two  countries. 
As  President  Gr^vy  said  to  our  English 
workmen,  every   one  in  France    is   in 
favour  of  closer  union  with  England  ;  and 
if  the    English  Government    prefer    a 
policy      of     separation     and     isolation 
we  can  only  deplore  it      There  wonld 
be    more    trade,    less    suspicion,      and 
England  and  France  would    be   better 
able     from    time    to     time     to    stand 
together  in  all  questions  affecting  free- 
dom  and  the  civilisation    of  mankind. 
Therefore,    I  say  all  is  not  well.       Is 
Newfoundland  well?    Are  Chinese   and 
African   relations  well  ?     Is  it  well  that 
the   commercial  classes  of  France  can 
charge    you   with  the    repudiation    of 
your    Convention    of  18761    Then,    of 
course,    there  is    our    old   friend — the 
silver  streak.     The  only  advantage   of 
being    tolerably    old    is  that    one    can 
remember  things  which  younger    men 
are  not  likely  to  know.      In  1847  a  very 
distinguished  soldier  said  in  respect  of 
this  silver  streak — 

•*  You  are  nware  that  1  have  for  years  been 
sensible  of  the  alteration  produced  in  maritime 
warfare  and  operations  by  the  applioation  of 
steam  to  the  propelling  of  ships.  The  applica- 
tion of  steam  has  exposed  all  parts  of  the  coast 
of  these  islands,  to  be  approached  at  all  times 
of  the  tide  and  in  all  seasons  bv  vessels  so  pro- 
pelled Jrom  all  quarters.  We  are,  in  fact, 
assailable,  and,  at  least,  liable  to  insult,  and  to 
have  contributions  levied  upon  us  on  all  parts 
of  the  coast,  including  the  Channel  Islands, 
although  down  to  this  time  since  the  Norman 
CSonquest  we  have  never  been  successfully 
invaded." 

The  writer  of  that  letter  was  the  great 
Duke  of  Wellington,  and  he  dated  it  from 
Strathfieldsaye  in  1847.  Every  sensible 
man  will,  I  think,  agree  with  his  Grace 
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that  steam  lias  bridged  the  Channel, 
and  that  every  advantage  which  we 
formerly  derived  from  the  silver  streak 
has  gone.  The  Duke  of  Wellington, 
although  he  was  76  at  the  time,  under- 
took, with  an  additional  force  of  150,000 
Militiamen,  to  make  the  country  invul- 
nerable. The  hon.  Member  for  Swansea 
(Sir  H.  Vivian)  had  told  them  that  he 
was  in  &tvonr  of  the  construction  of  the 
Tunnel,  provided  we  increased  our  forces. 
Other  objectors  had  talked  of  a  levy  en 
masse.  But  if  any  such  need  would  exist 
Then  the  Tunnel  was  made,  it  was  just  as 
much  a  need  now.  If  these  are  really 
the  views  of  hon.  Members,  why  do  they 
not  have  the  courage  of  their  opinions 
and  come  down  here  with  the  measures 
they  think  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  Qreat  Britain  against  everybody, 
under  all  circumstances  J  If  they  are 
really  patriotic  men,  and  believe  that  the 
country  reqaires  an  unlimited  supply  of 
soldiers,  no  matter  where  they  are  to 
come  from,  they  are  bound  to  come  down 
here  and  say  so.  But  how  is  it  that  the 
country,notwithBtandingthe£3.o,000,000 
spent  annually  upon  the  Army  and  Navy, 
is  so  weak ;  and  why  should  this  idea 
and  apprehension  of  being  ridden  over 
and  subjugated  only  just  have  dawned 
upon  us  ]  I  entertain  no  fear  of  the 
kind ;  and  I  repeat  that  there  is  an  obli- 
gation on  the  part  of  the  Conservative 
Party  to  support  the  policy  and  proceed- 
ings of  their  great  leader,  Lord  Beacons- 
field.  In  November,  1874,  Lord  Derby, 
then  Minister  for  Foreign  Afiairs  in 
Lord  Beaconsfield's  Government,  in 
transmitting  a  Despatch  to  the  French 
Ambassador,  expressed  the  opinion  that — 

"  It  is  rery  desirablo  to  support  any  w«U- 
conaideTed  scheme,  the  result  of  which  may 
be  to  incretkse  the  facilities  of  oommunication 
between  the  two  conntries." 

That  was  a  proposition  endorsed  by  Lord 
Beaconsfield  and  his  Government. 
Later.  On  the  24th  of  December  in  the 
same  year,  Lord  Derby  wrote  to  the 
French  Ambassador  in  London  stating 
that  the  Government  admitted  the  utility 
of  the  scheme  and  had  no  objection  to 
it  provided  they  had  no  pecuniary 
responaibiliij,  and  generally  ac- 
quiesced in  the  views  embodied  in  the 
Beport  which  had  been  forwarded 
by  the  French  Ambassador.  On  March  18, 
1875,  Sir  Henry  Tyler,  a  Member  of  this 
House,  Mr.   Kennedy,  and  Mr.  Watson 


were  solemnly  appointed  Commissioners 
to  negotiate  a  Protocol  which  should 
be  the  foundation  of  a  definite  Treaty 
between  England  and  France.  In  fact, 
the  whole  principle  of  the  wisdom  and 
usefulness  of  the  proposed  improvement 
in  the  means  of  intercourse  with  France 
was  acquiesced  in  by  the  Government, 
details  only  remained.  They  agreed 
to  the  Protocol,  and  signed  it ;  the 
French  Commissioners  signed  it^  and 
when  the  document  was  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Go- 
vernment thanked  the  Commissioners 
for  the  able  way  in  which  they  had 
drawn  up  the  preliminary  Memorandum 
for  a  Treaty.  Then  how  is  it  that  these 
scares  come  so  late  in  the  day  1  The 
whole  military  question  was  considered 
by  these  Commissioners,  in  consultation 
with  the  War  Department  at  home.  It 
was  agreed  that  either  country,  of  its  own 
volition,  without  giving  reasons,  might 
stop  the  working  of  the  Tunnel,  or  impede 
it,  or  destroy  it  entirely.  It  was  also  pro- 
vided that  either  country  might  make 
such  fortifications  in  connection  with  the 
construction  of  the  Tunnel  as  they  might 
think  desirable.  I  assume  the  Mini- 
sters of  Lord  Beaconsfield  agreed  with 
Lord  Beaconsfield.  That  noble  Lord 
was  his  own  shepherd,  and  generally 
kept  his  sheep  in  tolerable  subjection. 
But  who  formed  the  Gk)vernment  of  Lord 
Beaconsfield  at  that  time  t  First  of  all 
there  was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who 
was  then  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
Whether  his  contact  with  ideas  of  Irish 
government  made  him  an  enemy  to 
improved  communication  between  Eng- 
land and  France  I  do  not  know,  but  at 
all  events  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
shared  the  responsibility. 

•The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Cabinet 
at  the  time,  and  had  no  responsibility 
whatever  in  the  matter. 

•SiK  E.  WATKIN:  Then,  so  far,  I 
release  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  know  at 
the  time,  but  when  a  week  or  a  month 
afterwards  he  did  know,  surely  his  duty 
was  to  have  gone  to  Lord  Beaconsfield 
to  tender  his  resignation.  There  was 
another  Gentleman  who  cannot  plead  the 
same  excuse,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  acts  as  Loader  of  this  House.    The 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  -vras  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  and  it  was  through  his 
executive  action  that  all  the  instructions 
were  given  to  our  .delegates  in  Paris. 
There  was  also  the  Earl  of  Derby,  who 
wrote  the  despatches  at  the  Foreign 
Ofiioe.  He,  however,  has  not  changed 
his  views  since.  He  held  a  strong 
opinion  and  he  still  adheres  to  it.  Nor 
did  he  form  it  hurriedly,  or  in  any  non- 
chalent  kind  of  way ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  the  result  of  firm  conviction.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury was  in  the  Cabinet  at  the  time,  but 
I  cannot  believe  that  Lord  Beaoonsfield 
concealed  from  him  his  views  and 
desires  in  reference  to  a  closer  alliance 
between  England  and  France.  Among 
the  other  Ministers  of  Lord  Beaconsfield 
were  Lord  Cadogan,  the  present  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Bight 
Hon.  Edward  Stanhope,  now,  happily  for 
the  country,  Minister  for  War.  If  these 
Gentlemen  have  changed  their  views,  it 
is  their  duty  to  get  up  to-night  and  tell  us 
why  they  have  done  so.  Always  remem- 
ber that  France  is  our  best  and  largest 
customer  in  interchange  of  commodities, 
save  only  ourown  India.  Contrast  the  posi- 
tion of  France  with  this  country  in  regard 
to  communication  with  other  parts  of 
Europe.  While  the  communication  with 
England  is  simply  and  solely  by  sea, 
France  has  14  separate  railway  com- 
munications with  Belgium,  eight  with 
Germany,  seven  with  Switzerland,  two 
with  Italy,  and  two  with  Spain,  while  a 
third  is  now  being  constructed  under  the 
highest  portion  of  the  Pyrenees.  What 
people  ara  asked  to  believe  by  the 
opponents  of  the  tuunel  is  that  a  frontier, 
which  would  be  no  larger  than  the 
entrance  door  of  this  House,  could  not 
be  defended  by  all  the  power  of  England. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  believe  that.  All 
the  House  is  asked  to  do  is  to  permit  the 
experiments  to  go  on.  Am  I  to  be  told, 
with  regard  to  one  great  discovery  made 
by  the  men  employed  in  the  tunnel  in 
the  time  they  were  unoccupied  for 
Channel  purposes  —  namely,  the  dis- 
covery of  coal  under  the  Channel — that 
that  experimental  work  is  to  stop  ?  Are 
we  to  be  compelled  to  allow  our  works, 
made  on  and  under  our  own  property, 
and  with  our  own  money,  to  fall 
into  desuetude,  and  to  be  prevented 
from  utilising  one  of  the  greatest  dis- 
coveries of  modem  times )  All  I  ask  the 
Sir  E.  Watkin 


right  hon.  Gentlemen  is  to  give  us  fair 
play.  Many  things  have  happened  since 
this  question  came  up  two  years  ago. 
Among  them  is  the  proposal  of  different 
means  of  crossing  the  Channel.  There 
has  been  a  projxwal  to  bridge  the  Channel, 
a  proposed  combined  arrangement  of 
bridge  and  tunnel,  the  idea  of  a  tube  in 
Mid-Channel,  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cardiff  (Sir  E.  Reed),  and, 
in-addition  to  that,  there  is  a  prc^sal  to 
render  nugatory  the  possibility  of  loss, 
surprise,  or  damage,  by  the  erection  of 
forts  designed  by  Mr.  Heenan,  C.E.— a 
proposal  which  we  have  been  told  met 
the  objections  of  many  eminent  military- 
men.  I  do  not  believe  in  forts  myself, 
but  would  be  prepared  to  accept  them  if 
they  would  satisfy  the  Military 
Authorities.  Then  there  is  the  remark- 
able admission  of  Lord  Wolseley  in 
reference  to  a  bridge  which  seems  to 
me  to  make  what  is  called  the  military 
objection  vanish  altogether.  Under 
these  altered  circumstances  I  hope 
the  Government  will  take  a  broader 
view  of  the  situation.  We  are 
now  simply  discussing  the  Second 
Beading  of  the  Bill,  which  simply  means 
that  the  allegations  contained  in  it  shall 
be  inquired  into  upstairs,  and  the  whole 
question  thoroughly  ventilated,  criticised, 
and  thrashed  out.  I  askthe  House,  without 
pronouncing  a  definite  opinion  upon  the 
scheme,  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a 
second  time,  and  fairly  considered. 
When  objections  to  the  construction  of 
a  tunnel  were  raised  in  England  on  the 
only  ground  of  objection,  the  scare  of 
some  leading  military  men,  they  created 
surprise  and  regret  in  France.  France 
equally,  or  I  should  say  more  in  danger, 
if  there  be  danger  ;  but  through  a  senti- 
ment of  reciprocal  national  respect  met 
our  refusals  with  calm  and  dignity.  The 
desire  for  continuous  communication  by 
railway  between  the  two  countries  is  so 
great  in  France,  that  1  am  assured-  in 
the  highest  quarters  that  in  the  final 
agreement  to  be  concluded  France  would 
willingly  grant  every  guarantee  and 
every  reasonable  precaution  which  Eng- 
land could  demand.  Why  do  not  our 
Government  tell  that  of  France  what 
they  really  want?  Why  do  they  not 
negotiate  with  the  Great  Powers  of 
Europe  for  the  neutralisation  of  the 
Tunnel?  I  beg  to  move  the  Second 
Beading  of  the  Bill. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  secoad 
time."— (Sir  E.  Watkin.) 

•(3.40.)  SiK  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  confess  I  had  anticipated 
that  a  larger  portion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's speech  wonld  have  been  occu- 
pied with  Bome  valid  arguments  for 
troabling  the  House  upon  this  subject. 
This  is  no  new  matter.  The  present 
Bill  has  been  rejected  fonr  times  by 
the  HoTise  of  Commons,  and  in.  1888 
it  was  rejectad  by  no  less  a  majority 
than  142  votes,  by  no  Party  Division,  for 
many  of  the  stannchest  supporters  of  the 
r^ht  hon.  Grentleman  opposite  voted 
against  the  Bill  after  ample  Debate,  and 
after  the  bon.  Member  for  Hythe  (Sir  E. 
Watkdn)  had  obtained  the  powerful  sup- 
port of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone).  I  suppose  I 
must  not  say  there  was  any  change  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman — not  the  least,  although  it 
emanated  in  a  change  of  vote,  for  I  have 
no  doubt  the  Channel  Tnnnel  has  always 
been  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  even  in  the  days  when  ad- 
verse circumstances  compelled  him  to 
vote  against  it.  I  listened  to  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hythe  in  the 
hope  that  I  should  discover  some  reasons 
for  his  again  pressing  this  matter  on  the 
consideration  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
What  were  his  reasons  1  He  dwelt  at 
^me  length  on  an  alleged  pledge  of 
Lord  JBeaconsfield  in  1874'  By  the  hon. 
Member's  own  statement,  what  happened 
amounted  to  no  pledge  at  all.  .  It  simply 
amounted  to  a  promise  to  give  considera- 
tion to  the  subject — I  admit  favour,, 
able  consideration  to  it — in  principle  at  a 
time  when  it  had  really  not  been  dis- 
cussed by  the  country  or  the  military  ex- 
perts at  all,  and  to  the  appointment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Yarmouth  as  a  Commis- 
sioner to  consult  with  Commissioners  of 
the  French Grovemment  upon  thelnterna- 
tionai  arrangements  which  would  become 
necessary  if  the  Tunnel  should  ever  be 
constructed.  There  was  absolutely  no 
pledge  given  by  Lord  Beaconsfield  and  his 
Colleagues  which  could  possibly  bind 
this  country  to  any  future  support  of 
the  Channel  Tnnnel :  and  the  best  proof 
of  that  is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  when  he 
flocoeeded  to  the  responsibilities  of  office 
VOL.  CCOXLV.    [thied  sbbies.] 


as  Prime  Minister,  felt  it  his  duty  abso- 
lufcsly  to  ignore  any  pledges  of  the  kind, 
and  to  oppose  the  project.  Then  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hythe  told  us  something 
about  the  discovery  of  coal.  That 
was,  no  doubt,  a  very  remarkable  dis- 
covery. I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  been 
laid  open  quite  so  completely  and  so 
agreeably  to  public  inspection  as  the 
commencement  of  the  workings  of  the 
Channel  Tunnel ;  but  he  did  not  allege 
that,  even  if  that  discovery  should 
prove  to  be  a  practical  reality,  that  any 
large  quantity  of  coal  found  under  the 
cliffs  at  Dover  could  by  any  possibility 
be  sent  to  France  through  the  couple  of 
lines  of  Channel  Tunnel  he  desires  to 
construct.  Another  argument  used  by 
the  hon.  Member  was  that  since  1888 
several  other  schemes  had  been  proposed 
for  crossing  the  Channel,  in  competition 
with  his  own  proposal.  I  do  not  see 
how  that  fact,  if  it  be  a  fact,  tends 
to  recommend  his  tunnel  to  the  more 
favourable  consideration  of  the  House. 
The  hon.  Member  has  thrown  out  a 
challenge  to  me  which  I  do  not  shrink 
from  accepting.  During  the  past  year 
the  hon.  Member  has  endeavoured  to  ex- 
tract from  me,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, a  declaration  that  it  is  our  deter- 
mination to  refuse  to  permit  any  other 
means  of  communication  between  Eng- 
Istod  and  France  except  on  the  surface  of 
the  sea.  All  I  can  say  is  that  I  hope  that 
I  shall  never  be  guilty  of  making  so 
absurd  a  statement.  We  do  not  know 
what  the  future  may  bring  forth.  In 
the  futnrethere  may  bemethods  proposed 
for  crossing  the  Channel,  whicb  are  at 
unknown  and  which  might  appear  as 
impossible  to  us  now  as  the  construction 
of  the  Forth  Bridge  would  have  seemed 
to  our  ancestors.  Those  proposals  when 
they  come  to  be  made  will  have  to  be 
considered  on  their  own  particular 
merits.  At  the  present  moment  we  are 
not  called  upon  to  deal  with  the  possible 
schemes  of  the  future,  but  with  the  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member  for  construct- 
ing the  Channel  Tnnnel.  I  should  A^h, 
in  the  first  place,  before  I  deal  with  this 
thoroughly  threshed  out  subject,  to  make 
a  remark  upon  the  mode  in  which  this 
matter  has  been  presented  to  the  House 
to-day.  I  suppose  that  those  who  were 
present  in  the  House  during  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hythe  heard  him 
say  something  about  the  small  and  inno- 
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cent  character  of  the  proposal  which  the 
House  is  asked  to  sanction,  and  that 
yiew  of  the  subject  is  enlarged  upon  in 
the  Paper  which  was  circulated  among 
hen.  Members  this  morning  by  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill.  I  think  that 
I  never  read  a  more  audacious  docu- 
ment    It  states : — 

"This  Bill,  while  relating  tosaatject  of 
national  importance  and  interest,  ia  yet  in 
itaelf  of  amost  ianooent  character.  It  in  no 
•ens )  whatever  anthorises  the  construction  of 
the  Tunnel,  but  simply  enables  the  Channel 
Tnanel  Company  lo  oontinne  experimental 
horings  and  works  for  the  sole  purpose  of  as- 
certaining whether  or  not  a  permanent  tunnel 
for  railway  purposes  beneath  the  Channel  be 
practicable.  So  far  from  the  Bill  authorising 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the 
Channel  Tunnel,  the  Bill,  by  Clause  5,  ex- 
pressly reserves  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
the  power  of  authorising  its  construction  in  the 
event  of  the  experimental  worki  proving  its 
practicability.  The  Bill  also,  by  Clause  6,  pro- 
vides that,  should  the  Tunnel  hereafter  be  con- 
■tmcted,  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  may,  at 
any  time  within  five  years  after  its  opening  for 
traffic,  reqnire  it,  and  all  power  over  it,  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
sury, or  to  such  other  Department  of  the 
Government  as  they  may  direct,  who 
would  thenceforth  be  the  sole  owners 
thereof.  From  the  foregoing  statement  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  it  will  be  seen  how  com- 
pletely thd  public  interests  are  protected  in  the 
event  of  the  construction  of  the  Tunnel  being 
found  practicable,  and  of  its  being  hereafter 
constructed,  as  that  cannot  be  done  without 
the  formal  consent  and  concurrence  of  the 
Government  of  the  day,  and,  in  the  event  of 
such  consent  being  given  and  the  Tunnel  being 
constructed,  the  Government  will  have  the  fuU 
power  of  taking  and  retaining  possession  of  the 
works.  Seeing,  therefore,  how  entirely  the 
public  interests  are  protected  by  the  terms  of 
the  present  Bill,  the  promoters  respectfully  ask 
the  Uouae  to  psus  its  Second  Reading  in  order 
that  the  Bill  may  be  considered  in  its  details  by 
a  Select  Committee." 

That  appears  to  contain  a  proposition 
which  I'do  not  think  that  the  hon.  Member 
himself  will  defend,  because,  tinder  the 
guise  of  asking  for  the  sanction  of  the 
Bouse  to  the  continuation  of  an  experi- 
ment, it  proposes  to  leave  the  determina- 
tion of  the  question,  which  is  pne  of 
great  national  importance,  whether  the 
Channel  Tunnel  shall  or  shall  not  be  con- 
structed in  the  hands  of  the  Government 
of  the  day,  and  not  in  those  of  Parlia- 
ment Surely  the  hon.  Member  himself 
will  not  call  that  a  very  small  matter. 
In  refer 3  nee  to  this  point,  I  contend  now, 
aa  I  have  contended  before,  that  this  ques- 
tion as  t  >  whether  the  Channel  Tunnel 
shall  be  constr:ncted  or  not,  is  one  which 
<S'tr  jif.  Hieka  Beach 


it  is  absolutely  impossible  can  be  satis- 
factorily   determined    by     one    of    the 
Committees  of  this   House,    to  which, 
we  entrust  the  consideration  of  ordinary- 
private  business.     What  would  be  the 
value  of  a  decision  of    such    a    Com- 
mittee, before  whom,  according  to  our 
rules,  no  opponent  to  this  Bill  could 
have    a    locus    standi,    becanse    there 
are  no  private   interests  afFected }     No 
lesser  tribunal  than   Parliament    itself 
is  qualified  to  deal  with  a  question  of 
such  great  national  importance  as  this. 
The  question,  therefore,   that  we   now 
have  to  consider  is  whetiier  this  Tunnel 
shall  ba  made  or  not     The  grounds  upon 
which  I  object  to  the  formation  of  the 
Tunnel  are — first,  that  its  construction 
will    create  a  new    source    of    danger 
to  this  country.    That  is  a  proposition 
which   is  universally  admitted  by    all 
the     highest    Parliamentary,    military^ 
and     scientific     authorities,      and,     in- 
deed, it  is  admitted    by  the  promoters 
of  the    Bill    themselves,  because    they 
have  confessed   that   if  the  Tunnel  is. 
constructed  it  will  be  necessary  to  con- 
struct fortifications  at  the  British  end  of 
the  Tunnel  and  to  provide  means  of  flood- 
ing or  destroying  it  if  need  should  arise. 
But  how  are  the  means  of  gaarding  it 
to  be  provided  ?    How  are  these  fortifi- 
cations to  be  paid  forP     It  has  never 
been  suggested  that  any  company  formed 
to  make  the  Channel  Tunnel  could  possibly 
take  upon  itsslf,  in  addition  to  the  cost 
of  constructing  the  Tunnel,  the  extra 
liability  of  providing  for  the  cost  of  these 
fortifications   and    of   the  consequential 
increase  in  our  Military  Force.  Certainly 
no  company  could   obtain  shareholders- 
which  undertook  such  a  liability ; .  and^ 
therefore,  those  extra  expenses  must  fall 
upon  the  taxpayers  of  the  country.     And 
what  would  the  latter  get  in  return  for 
bearing  that  expense  ?    We  have  heard  a 
great  deal  of  the  commercial  advantagea 
which  would  accrue  to  the  country  from 
the  construction  of  the  Tunnel.     But  al- 
though vague  anticipations  of  this  kind 
have  always  been  put  forward  by  the  hon. 
Member  and  his  friends,  they  have  never 
condescended  to  detailed  argument  upon 
the  point,  and  I  therefore   venture  to 
assert  that  they  are  unable  to  support  their 
statements  by  proofs.    In  the  next  place, 
when  all  the  expense  of  constructing  the 
necessary  fortifications  has  been  incurred 
and    our    MOitary    Forces    have    been 
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iooreased,  there  ynW  still  remain  a  risk 
which  could  not  be  got  rid  of  by  any 
means  in  our  power.  In  these  circnm- 
stances,  I  ask,  had  we  not  better  leave 
well  alone,  and  thus  avoid  all  ,need 
for  the  precautions  which  the  hon. 
Member  himself  admits  would  have  to 
be  taken  if  the  Tunnel  were  to  be  con- 
Btmcted  f  It  is  admitted  by  the  highest 
anthorities  who  have  considered  the 
subject  that  the  risk  to  which  I  have 
referred  would  be  incurred  if  we  were 
to  consent  to  the  Tunnel  being  made.  In 
1883  the  minority  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  who 
reported  in  favour  of  the  constraction 
of  the  Tunnel,  admitted  that  the  making 
of  the  Tunnel  would,  in  some  respects, 
modify  the  conditions  under  which  the 
defences  of  this  country  would  have  to 
be  considered,  and  that  special  pre- 
cautions would  be  necessary  to  prevent 
it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  an 
enemy  ;  and  they  admitted,  further,  that 
its  possession  either  during  the  progress 
of  operations  or  an  occupation  of  English 
soil  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  the 
invading  force  and  injurious  to  the 
nation;  and  they  conceded  that,  if  it 
could  be  shown  that  no  means  could  be 
devised  to  prevent  the  Tunnel  when  once 
made  from  passing  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  its  formation 'would  be  in  the 
highest  degree  objectionable.  The 
question  was,  could  such  means  be 
devised  ?  That  was  referred  to  a  scien- 
tific Committee  of  Military  and  Engineer- 
ing Anthorities,  whp  made  numerous 
recommendations  for  the  security  of  the 
Tnnnel  of  a  very  complicated  and 
costly  character.  But  the  Scientific 
Committee  reported  that  while,  by  the 
means  they  recommended,  the  Ihinnel 
might  be  made  absolutely  useless  to  an 
enemy,  it  would  be  presumptuous  to 
place  absolute  confidence  in  the  most 
complete  arrangements  for  preventing 
it  from  &lling  into  the  hands  of  an 
enemy,  thus  absolutely  rejecting  the 
presumption  on  which  the  Minority 
Report  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary 
Committee  in  favour  of  this  Tunnel  was 
based.  The  fact  is,  that  the  risk  could 
not  be  absolutely  obviated,  because  there 
can  be  no  perfect  certainty  in  human 
afbirs.  But  what  would  the  risk  be? 
In  the  first  place,  there  is  the  chance  of 
tnrprise  at  this  end  of  the  Tunnel,  either 
with  or  without  the  previous  declaration 


of  war.  There  is  the  chance  of  the  Tnnnel 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  by 
treason ;  there  is  a  very  great  chance 
of  hesitation  at  the  supreme  moment  on 
the  part  of  those  who  would  be  charged 
with  the  tremeudons  responsibility  of 
deciding,  when  our  relations  with  Fiance 
were  very  much  strained,  whether  such  a 
great  work  should  be  destroyed,  or  Hooded, 
or  not;  and  then  there  is  the  chance, 
finally,  of  the  failure  of  the  machinery 
which  might  be  devised  for  flooding  or 
mining  the  Tnnnel :  machinery  which 
could  never  be  tested  to  see  if  it  was  in 
working  order.  It  is  all  very  well  for 
speakers  to  say,  as  was  said  in  1888,  that 
these  chances  are  so  improbable  that  they 
could  not  -happen ;  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  they  have  happened  in  other 
coudtries  in  past  times,  and  that  there  is 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  happen 
again.  Bat  what  is  the  argument  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  t  He  asked  the  House 
in  1888  why  we  were  to  be  fearful  of  an 
invasion  by  France  when  in  past  history 
England  had  invaded  France  more  often- 
than  France  had  invaded  England,  and' 
even  the  great  Napoleon  had  been- 
unable  to  invade  us,  now  that  the^ 
numbers  of  our  population  have,  com- 
paratively, so  much  increased  that  we 
have  less  reason  to  fear  invasion  from 
the  French  than  they  have  to  fear  invasion 
from  us.  Well,  I  should  like  to  say  that, 
in  my  humble  judgment,  it  is  not  a 
question  of  the  number  of  the  popula- 
tion of  either  country,  or  of  the  wealth 
of  either  country,  except  so  far  as  greater 
wealth  offers  greater  temptation,  or 
even  of  the  ultimate  resources  of  either 
country;  it  is  a  question  of  the 
military  power  which  the  organisation 
of  either  country  enables  it  to  place  on 
a  given  spot  at  very  short  notice  in- 
deed. Will  anyone  pretend  that  our 
military  organisation,  as  it  exists  at 
present,  can  be  compared  with  the  mili- 
tary organisation  of  France  t  Of  course 
it  cannot.  I  do  not  doubt  if  we  had,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Hy the  suggested  in 
his  speech,  conscription  in  this  countay, 
the  most  timid  of  our  Military  Authorities, 
would  be  ready  enough  to  sanction  the 
making  of  a  Channel  Tunnel;  but  we- 
have  no  conscription  in  this  country ;  and 
if  there  is  one  subject  on  which  I  believe- 
the  House  and  the  country  would  be 
more  unanimous  than  any  other  it  would 
C  2 
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be  in  the  feeling  that  wo  should  never 
have  it.  We  do  not  want  to  make  it  the 
first  object  of  our  national  life,  as  Con- 
tinental nations  unfortunately  make  it 
now,  to  establish  this  nation  as  a  great 
Military  Power.  We  have  refrained 
from  doing  so,  confident  in  the  strength 
of  our  natural  defences,  and  we  do  not 
want  to  be  driven  to  take  such  a  course 
by  the  breach  which  would  be  made  in 
those  defences  by  such  schemes  as  those 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hythe. 

•Sib  E.  WATKIN"  :  The  scheme  is  that 
of  men  like  Lord  Bsaconsfield,  not  mine. 

•Sib  M.  hicks  BEACH:  The  only 
opinion,  I  believe,  Lord  Beaconsfield  ever 
expressed,  or  that  tha  hon.  Member  for 
Hythe  could  quote  him  aa  expressing, 
on  the  scheme,  was  that  he  had  doubt, 
and  grave  doubt,  whether,  if  the  Channel 
Tunnel  were  constructed,  it  would  e.ver 
pay  a  farthing  of  dividend.  These  are  the 
objections  I  would  urge  against  the  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member.  They  stand 
on  the  debit  side  of  the  account ; 
what  can  be  put  on  the  credit 
side  of  the  account  ?  Ho  has  told  us,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  Tunnel  would  be 
a  new  route  for  bringing  food,  merchan- 
dise, and  raw  material  to  England  in  the 
event  of  the  ssa  being  closed  against  us, 
just  as  if  that  route  would  be  available 
if  France  were  hostile  to  us,  and  if  it  is 
»t  all  probable  that  any  combination  of 
Powers  against  ns,  with  France  still 
friendly  to  us,  could  close  the  sea  to 
the  commerce  of  England.  Then  the 
hon.  Member  has  told  us  that  the  Tunnel 
would  be  a  great  guarantee  of  peace 
with  France,  forgetting  that  the  relations 
between  some  of  those  very  Continental 
-countries  which  he  named,  whose  rail- 
way communications  are  numerous, 
while  the  possibilities  of  their  land  com- 
mnnicatioa  are  unbounded,  are  infinitoly 
more  strained,  and  have  been  more 
strained  for  many  years  than,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  have  been  and  are  the 
relations  between  England  and  France. 
Then  it  is  said  that  the  Tunnel  is  to  be 
a  great  artory  of  commercial  iutorcoui-se 
between  England  and  the  Continent. 
The  hon.  Member  has  not  said  it  would 
be  possible  that  any  amount  of  heavy 
goods  should  be  taken  through  the 
Tunnel;  there  would  be  no  time  for 
such  traffic,  nor  could  the  Tunnel,  aa  a 
means  of  conveyance  for  heavy  goods, 
compete  with  the  sea.  He  looks  to  it 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach 


mainly  as  a  means  of  increasing  the 
amount  of  passenger  traffic  between  Eng- 
land and  the  Continent — the  accommo- 
dation of  the  class  of  passengers  who  can 
afford  to  pay  for  the  luxury  of  greater 
speed  and  escape  from  the  discomforte  of 
a  sea  voyage — and  also,  to  some  extent, 
for  the  transit  of  Ught  and  expensive 
merchandise.  On  the  last  point  I  would 
sty  that  any  benefit  this  country  might 
derive  from  the  construction  of  the 
Tunnel  as  a  m9ans  of  transit  for  light  and 
expensive  merchandise,  would,  I  be- 
lieve, be  far  outweighed  by  the  loss  our 
shipping  interests  might  sustain  from 
the  change  that  would  be  effected  in' 
the  trade  between  England  and  the  East. 
A  large  part  of  the  trade  between 
Europe  and  the  East  is  now  distributed 
over  Europe  from  London  and  Liverpool, 
but  if  there  were  railway  communication 
with  the  Continent,  that  trade  would  be 
much  more  likely  to  break  bulk  at  Mar- 
seilles or  even  at  Brindisi  than  to  come 
to  England  at  all.  I  contend,  therefore, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  benefits 
which  could  be  derived  from  this  scheme 
which  should  outweigh  the  objections  to 
it  I  would  remind  the  House  that 
they  have  against  it  all  the  highest 
Parliamentary,  military,  and  scientific 
authorities,  that  on  four  previous  occa 
sions  they  have  rejected  it  by  a  lar^ 
majority,  and  that  it  is  defended  to-day 
by  no  bettor  arguments  than  those  which 
were  adduced  in  its  favour  before.  I 
ask  them  again  to  reject  it  as  unhesita- 
tingly as  it  was  rejected  in  1888 ;  and  I 
move  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,"  in  order  to  add  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  the  words  "  on  this 
day  six  months." — (Sir  it.  Hicks  Beach.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

(4.10.)  MR.W.E.  GLADSTONE  (Edin- 
burgh, Mid  Lothian) :  I  shall  be  sorry  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  disposed  to  complain  of 
my  contributing  to  the  prolongation  of  a 
Debate  which  they  think  unnecessary, 
and  against  which  they  urge  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  Bill  by  the  House  of 
Commons  on  four  previous  occasions. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  wiU  recollect 
that  he  has  himself  to  blame  for  imposing 
on    me   that  necessity,   because  he  has 
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found  it  needful  for  the  purposes  of  his 
own  argament  to  refer  to  what  he  con- 
siders, or  his  friends  consider,  inconsis- 
tency on  my  part  in  respect  to  this 
important  qnestion.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  every  speaker  on  the 
Front  Bench  know  that  there  are  certain 
subjects  on  which  they  are  perfectly 
safe  in  making  references  to  me.  Any 
references  to  my  inconsistency  or  to  my 
capacity  to  express  myself  in  the  English 
language  are  certain  to  draw  forth  cheers 
from  the  forces  marshalled  on  the  Minis* 
terial  Benches.  I  only  refer  to  this  matter 
of  consistency  because  it  almost  makes 
it  necessary  for  me  to  mention  that  on 
all  occasions  I  have  held  that  this  plan 
or  project  ought  not  to  be  opposed ;  and, 
further  than  that,  I  have  deemed  opposi- 
tion to  it  on  the  merits,  and  particularly 
on  the  score  of  danger,  to  be  not  only 
unnecessary,  not  only  unwarrantable, 
but  even,  if  I  may  so  speak,  ridiculous. 
It  must  not  be  supposed  that  I  am 
claiming  any  credit  to  myself  as  a 
friend  of  this  undertaking.  I  have  never 
given  to  this  undertaking  any  further 
support  than  justice  and  honesty  de- 
manded on  its  behalf  in  the  Honse  of 
CJommons.  Beyond  this,  I  have  given  to 
it  no  sort  of  countenance  or  patronage 
further  than  that  of  having  travelled  in 
a  special  train,  not  at  my  own  expense, 
to  the  Tunnel  works  some  years  ago,  and 
having  been  hospitably  entertained  and 
partaken  of  excellent  champagne  at  the 
English  end  of  the  proposed  Tunnel. 
With  regard  to  the  champagne,  so  far 
as  my  recollection  goes,  that  kind  of 
countenance  was  very  liberally  and 
largely  conceded  to  this  project  by 
Gentlemen  sitting  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Honse.  I  admit,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stated,  that  the  Government 
of  which  I  was  a  Member  voted  against 
a  Channel  Tunnel  Bill.  My  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  on  that  occasion 
expressed  the  mind  of  the  Government, 
but  there  wm  not  a  word  spoken  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  adverse  to  the 
principle  of  a  tunnel.  Undoubtedly,  this 
is  not  a  Party  question,  and  there  are 
some  who  have  changed  their  minds 
upon  it,  including  one  or  two  of  my 
oldest,  best,  and  nearest  friends.  At 
the  time  referred  to,  the  Government 
then  in  OflBce  found  themselves  in  ex- 
treme difficulties  in  carrying  on  public 


business,  and  they  thought,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  that  these  difficulties  werb 
mainly  owing  to  systematic  obstruction 
carried  on  in  th  e  main  by  the  Party  to  which 
the  right  hon .  Gentleman  belongs.  On  that 
account  we  felt  we  could  not  give  up 
the  time  necessary  for  the  consideration 
of  a  question  of  this  kind.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  right  in  speaking  and 
voting  againsn  this  Bill  if  he  believes  the 
plan  is  a  bad  plan,  and  if  he  thinks  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Government  to  be 
neutral  upon  this  question.  We  con- 
sidered at  the  time  it  was  not  compatible 
with  our  duty  to  press  forward  an  im- 
portant Bill  which  would  have  re-, 
quired  that  extraordinary  facilities  should 
be  provided  for  the  discussion  of  the 
subject.  I  claim  no  credit  as  an  active 
promoter  of  this  project.  The  warmth 
of  my  promotion  consisto  simply  in  the 
warmth  of  disapproval  and  condemnation 
of  the  arguments  of  opponents.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  there  has 
been  unanimity  on  the  part  of  all  the 
highest  Parliamentary,  scientific,  and 
military  authorities  in  condemning  this 
plan.  I  do  not  know  where  he  draws 
his  line.  This  is  a  line  ly  which,  to« 
gether  with  most  of  my  hon.  Friends 
sitting  near  me,  I  am  entirely  excluded 
as  not  being  entitled  to  give  any  opinion 
of  weight  on  a  question  of  this  kind. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
friends  alone  are  entitled  to  reckon 
among  the  highest  Parliamentary  autho- 
rities. We  have  no  title  to  be  heard, 
though  one  of  us,  at  least,  was  serving  his 
country  in  Parliament  before  the  human 
race  was  enriched  by  the  birth  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  I  have  no  objection 
to  that  line  of  defence  ;  but  it  should  be 
understood  that  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  speaks  of  the  highest  authori- 
ties of  any  kind,  it  means  those  who 
agree  with  him  and  entertain  his 
opinions.  I  think  the  best  argument  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  that  this 
Bill  had  been  four  times  rejected  by  the 
House  of  Commons.  But  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  mention  any  great  and  im- 
portant project  of  law,  whether  in  this 
region  of  public  works  or  in  any  othe* 
region,  that  is  now  upon  the  Statute 
Book,  and  that  now  forms  a  valuabltl 
part  of  the  commercial  arrangemente 
or  political  liberties  of  the  people, 
with  respect  to  which  it  may  not 
be   stated    that   it    was    rejected    four 
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times,  or  more  than  four  times.  Not- 1 
-withstanding,  I  admit  chat  the  argument 
is  not  without  force.  Bat  permit  me  to 
observe  that  it  is  qnite  fair  on  raj  part 
to  allege  that  there  is  a  counter  argument, 
which  is  this.  Mj  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Hythe,  Lord  Stalbridge, 
and  others  who  have  been  concerned  in 
projects  of  this  kind,  prosecuted  those 
projects  anterior  to  the  present  state 
of  feeling,  and  with  the  universal 
favour  of  the  country.  We  may  here 
retort  the  epithet  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  first  proposal  I  heard 
for  a  Channel  Tunnel  was  that  of  Mr. 
Ward  Hunt,  a  most  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  the  Party  opposite,  who  waited 
upon  me,  when  I  was  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  during  the  time  of  Lord 
Pahnerston's  Government,  as  head  of  a 
deputation  proceeding  from  the  main 
promoters  of  the  Tunnel.  I  quote  him, 
bat  it  is  useless  to  quote  individuals. 
I  know  of  one  single  exception,  and  with 
that  exception  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
name  of  a  man  can  be  quoted  among  the 
highest  authorities,  the  middling  authori- 
iiea,  or  the  lowest  authorities,  who  at 
that  time  raised  his  voice  against  the 
Channel  Tunnel.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  that  the  Government  of  Lord 
Beaconsfield  did  nothing  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  the  Channel  Tunnel.  The 
question  is,  did  the  Government  pursue 
a  course  of  action  which  pledged  that 
Government?  Most  certainly  they  did. 
They  appointed  Commissioners  to  com- 
municate with  the  French  Government 
upon  the  subject,  to  examine  and  inquire 
into  all  the  details  of  an  International 
proceeding.  I  do  not  say  that  it  amounted 
to  an  engagement,  but  it  amounted  to 
the  expectation  of  an  engagement,  and  a 
just  expectation.  I  may  also  add  that 
whilst  I  think  that  our  position  in  respect 
to  the  Government  of  France  on  this 
question  of  the  Channel  Tunnel  is  a 
humiliating  position,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Government  of  France  deserves, 
in  my  opinion — and  I  am  glad  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  declaring  it  in 
this  Honse — the  highest  credit  and  the 
warmest  acknowledgment  on  onr  part 
for  never  having  made  our  altered  posi- 
tion a  subject  of  complaint.  That  Inter- 
national procaeding  was  taken;  the 
Beport  of  the  Commission  was  made  by 
the  Joint  Commission  on  the  part  of  the 
two  ooontries,  assuming  the  principle  of 
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the  Tunnel,  and  pointing  out  in  what 
way  all  the  multitudinous  arrangements 
in  detail  were  to  be  made.  That  Beport 
was  quite  as  valid  and  important  a  docu- 
ment as  any  other  International  Beport. 
I  do  not  recollect  that  the  Commissioners 
wore  made  Privy  Councillors,  but  in 
every  other  particular  the  Commission, 
had  all  the  importance  of  an  engagement 
having  the  highest  sanction.  I  say, 
then,  that  the  promoters  of  this  Tunnel, 
when  they  are  told. that  the  Bill  has  been 
rejected  four  times,  are  perfectly  justified 
in  saying,  "Yes;  but  recollect  that  it 
was  a  Bill  which,  for  many  years,  had 
received  the  unquestioning  assent  and 
approbation  of  aU  classes  of  this  country, 
which  had  the  distinct  countenance  and 
approval  of  successive  Governments,  and 
with  respect  to  which,  as  we  think,  an 
unreasoning  panic  has  been  raised. 
Therefore,  we  are  justified  in  again  and 
again  questioning,  at  proper  intervals, 
that  which  we  know  to  be  a  thoroughly 
unreasonable  decision."  I  must  admit 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
perfectly  justified  in  stating  that  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Mover  of  the  Motion  is  not 
entitled  to  say  that  the  House  will  not 
commit  itself  by  its  vote.  I  regard  the 
Second  Beading  of  this  Bill,  if  it  be 
carried,  as  a  Vote  completely  giving 
sanction  to  the  Channel  Tunnel  in 
principle.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  that  the  expectation  of  commercial 
advantages  are  vague  expectations,  and 
are  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the 
estimates  of  adverse  critics.  Has  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ever  read  any 
examinations  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
first  projects  of  railways  in  this 
country?  Does  he  know  that  George 
Stephenson  was  challenged  boldly  and 
most  confidently  to  say  whether  he  would 
undertake  to  give  his  judgment  that  the 
steam  engine  would  be  able  to  drag  a 
train  of  carriages  at  10  miles  an  hour? 
And,  further,  he  was  pressed  as  to  the 
possibility  of  eight  miles  an  hour ;  and, 
finally,  I  think,  whether  he  would 
gruarantee  that  the  train  would  go  at 
four  mQes  an  hour.  In  all  these  questions, 
where  strong  interest.s  are  excited,  the 
precise  amount  of  commercial  benefit  to 
be  expected  will  be  the  subject  of  great 
differences  of  opinion.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says,  "  Let  well  alone."  Those 
words  are  not  so  musical  to  me  as  they 
may  be    to  younger    men;  because  I 
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remember  the  time  when,  under  a  Gon- 
«erratiTe  Government,  the  defence 
Estimates  of  this  country  for  the  Army 
-and  Navy,  which  have  now  reached 
jE35,000,000,  stood  at  £11,000,000  a 
year.  Do  not  let  it  be  supposed  that  I 
am  unaware  that  some  portion  of  that 
expense  has  been  most  warrantably  and 
justly  incurred  for  efEecting  essential 
improvements  in  the  Army.  But  I  have 
known  more  panics  and  alarms  a  great 
deal  in  the  days  of  high  Estimates  than 
in  the  days  of  low  Estimates.  It  is  only 
a  very  few  years  since  that  we  had  a  very 
extraordinary  panic  raised  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Navy,  in  days  of  high 
Estimates.  So  I  am  quite  prepared  for 
a  continuance  and  recurrence  of  these 
panics.  I  believe  they  are  states  of 
feeling  which  thrive  by  what  they  feed 
■on ;  and  that  what  is  true  of  the  love  of 
money  is  also  true  of  the  love  of  panic, 
'SoiBciently  to  invalidate  the  argument, 
•"Let  well  alone."  The  right hon.  Gentle- 
man dwells,  and  I  do  not  wonder  at  it, 
tipon  a  Report  of  a  distinguished  Com- 
mittee of  Military  Officers  and  Engi- 
neers. I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
pushes  the  matter  too  far  in  saying  that 
no  distinguished  Military  Authorities 
are  friendly  to  the  project. 

•Sib  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  did  not 
■say  that. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  beUeve, 
then,  that  the  right  hon.  Crentleman  said 
a  very  small  minority.  I  am  sceptical 
-about  these  Reports  of  great  Militiury  and 
Engfineering  Authorities  on  subjects  of 
this  kind.  I  am  sceptical  as  to  what  they 
condemn  from  the  recollection  of  what 
they  have  approved.  There  was  never 
a  more  complete  concurrence  of  Military 
Authorities,  as  far  as  I  know,  than  in 
those  Reports  of  great  officers  and  engi- 
neers which  led  up  to  an  expenditure  of 
JE2,000,000  at  Aldemey,  on  the  most 
■confident  assurances  ever  delivered  by 
man — before  we  ever  came  near  the 
j£2,000,000,  and  were  lingering  among 
the  hundred  thousands — that  after  we 
had  spent  that  money  we  should  close 
up  Cherbourg,  and  never  hear  of  it 
again  as  a  port  for  military  expeditions. 
These  are  not  professional  questions. 
On  professional  questions  I  have 
'  a     great     respect     for     Professional 

Authorities,  but  with  regard  to  the 
amount  of  danger — and  that  distant 
danger — to  be  incurred,  I  do  not  think 


that  they  are  in  any  degree  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  best  authorities.  At  this 
moment  my  belief  is  that  the  people  of 
England  are  not  opposed  to  this  tunnel. 
The  question  is  one  which  does  not  enter 
into  the  motives  and  considerations  of 
elections ;  but  if  you  could  get  at  the 
feelings  of  the  sensible  population  of  this 
country — and  by  that  I  do  not  mean 
only  the  people  who  agree  with  me,  but 
the  mass  df  the  working  population — 
I  believe  that  it  would  be  found  that 
they  look  upon  the  opposition  to  the 
Channel  Tunnel  on  the  ground  of  danger 
as  an  almost  preposterous  opposition, 
and  share  none  of  those  apprehensions 
which  perplex  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that 
this  a  question  of  military  power.  No, 
Sir,  it  would  be  a  question  of  military 
power  if  we  had  a  land  frontier  with 
France.  But  we  have  a  sea  frontier 
with  France,  and  the  right  hon.  Gtentle- 
man  cannot  suppose,  or  venture  to  assert, 
that  naval  power  does  not  enter  into  this 
question  more  largely  than  military 
power.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  points 
out  that  we  have  no  conscription  in  this 
country.  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  in  this  country 
casting  a  longing  eye  on  that  system. 

•SiE  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  denounced 
the  system  of  conscription  as  strongly  as 
any  Member  of  this  House  could  do. 
What  I  said  was  that  the  Military  An< 
thorities  now  opposed  to  the  Channel 
Tunnel  might,  if  we  had  the  conscription, 
view  the  project  without  apprehension. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  I  regret 
to  have  misunderstood  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  However,  Sir,  I  was  not 
aware  that  it  was  admitted  in  this 
country  that  the  conscription  was  a 
better,  a  sounder,  and  a  more  solid 
ground  for  military  defence  than  the 
system  under  which  our  Army  is  re- 
cruited. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
drew  forth  a  lively  cheer  by  his  reference 
to  a  doubt  expressed  by  Lord  Beacons- 
field  whether  this  Channel  Tunnel  would 
ever  pay  1  per  cent,  dividend.  Why, 
Sir,  I  recollect  the  judgment  delivered  by 
the  best  authorities  in  the  world  on  the 
question  of  the  Suez  Canal.  A  Commis- 
sion was  appointed  of  Dutch  engineers, 
who,  from  their  practice  in  their  own 
country,  are  the  greatest  authority  on  all 
great  hydraulic  questions  and  their  re- 
sults.   They  said  that  the  Suez  Canal 
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was  possible,  and  would  be  useful,  but  it 
was  hopeless  to  expect  that  it  would 
ever  pay  1  per  cent.  That  is  not  the 
question.  I  do  not  ask  myself  what 
dividend  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  will 
pay.  Some  say  it  will  pay  a  good  divi- 
dend, while  others  maintain  that  it  will 
not  pay  at  all.  I  am  not  bound  to  pro- 
tect the  purse  and  the  pocket  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Hythe  (Sir 
E.  Watkin),  who  in  these  matters  is  per- 
fectly competent  to  take  care  of  himself. 
The  whole  question  for  us  is  whether  a 
solvent  person  is  ready  to  undertake  the 
scheme.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  no  arguments  had  been  adduced 
in  &vour  of  the  Tunnel.  I  think  the 
Member  for  Hythe  may  have  felt  that 
the  general  ai^^uments  in  this  case  had 
been  pretty  well  exhausted  on  former 
occasions,  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
repeat  them.  I  did  not  understand,  how- 
ever, that  there  ever  was  a  period  when 
the  power  of  military  concentration  on 
the  part  of  France  in  reference  to 
England  was  so  great  as  it  was  in  the 
time  of  Napoleon,  and  then  it  proved 
utterly  abortive.  I  hold  my  old 
opinion  with  reference  to  what 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  has  quoted, 
and  I  believe  that  we  have  invaded 
France  ten  times  for  once  that 
France  has  invaded  us.  We  have 
held  the  capital  of  France  alone  once, 
and  we  have  entered  it  in  conjunction 
with  other  Powers,  and  if  there  is  a 
country  which  would  be  justified  in  feel- 
ing sore  and  apprehensive  on  the  subject 
of  the  Channel  Tunnel  it  is  the  French 
nation.  In  France  there  has  been  no 
apprehension.  The  French  know  that 
we  are  mainly  the  masters  of  the 
sea,  and  if  we  were  to  cease  to 
have  a  prevailing  command  of  the 
Channel  that  would,  for  the  purpose  of 
invasion,  be  fatal  to  our  position.  The 
question  does  not  turn  upon  the  Channel 
Tunnel  in  the  slightest  degree.  The 
right  hon.  Grentleman  has  laboured  to 
prove  that  for  the  transport  of  heavy 
goods,  the  Tunnel  would  only  be 
available  to  a  very  limited  extent. 
If  BO,  how  is  it  to  carry  the  enor- 
mous heavy  stores  required  by  an  invad- 
ing army  ?  The  case  of  those  who  promote 
this  project  is  a  case  resting  upon  general 
considerations  which  are  pretty  generally 
understood.  We  wish  to  promote  the 
intercourse  of  nations.  We  have  seen 
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that  enormous  advantage  has  been  pro- 
duced by  everything  which  increases  that 
intercourse.  No  doubt  it  may  be  true 
that  railway  communications  are  not 
BofiBcient  to  abate  and  neutralise  active 
and  powerful  causes  of  hostility;-  but, 
fortunately,  we  have  no  powerfal  and 
active  causes  of  hostility  to  France.  We 
have  seen  the  immense  efEects  which 
have  been  produced  by  the  Commercial 
Treaties  with  France.  We  see  that 
France,  although  nearly  the  most  pro- 
tective Power  in  the  world,  is  almost  the 
only  country  in  Europe  which  has  not 
during  the  last  few  years  been  reactionary. 
Whether  she  will  always  continue  so  I 
cannot  undertake  to  prophesy.  That 
she  has  not  been  reactionary  is  owing  to 
this  augmentation  of  intercourse.  It  i» 
often  said  that  we  wish  to  see  this  inter- 
course augmented,  and  that  we  wish  to  see 
an  unbounded  number  of  great  steamers, 
and  thelargest  possible  intercourse  carried 
on.  But  there  is  a  great  deal  more  mili- 
tary danger  in  the  multiplication  of 
fast  steamers  and  of  harbours  than  there 
is  in  the  creation  of  this  Tunnel.  I  am 
ashamed  of  the  attitude  of  this  country 
in  the  face  of  France.  I  am  obliged,  if 
I  meet  a  Frenchman,  to  say  something 
of  the  conduct  of  recent  Parliaments  of 
this  country  in  regard  to  the  Channel 
Tunnel  which  I  should  be  very  un- 
wilhng  to  say  in  this  House.  I  feel 
that  we  are  in  a  position  to  say  to 
France  what  2,000  years  ago  the 
Spartan  warrior  said  to  the  Athenian. 
The  Athenian,  referring  to  the  frequent 
invasions  of  Attica  by  the  Spartans, 
said,  "  Many  of  your  dead  sleep  by  the 
side  of  the  Uissus,"  and  the  Spartan 
implied,  "And  not  one  of  your  dead 
sleeps  by  the  side  of  the  Enrotas." 
There  have  been  a  hundred  Enghahmeni 
who  sleep  among  the  dead  in  France  for 
one  Frenchman  who  sleeps  among  the 
dead  in  England.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to 
bring  about  a  recurrence  of  that  sound 
and  healthy  state  of  things  between  Eng- 
land and  France  which  existed  as  to  thi» 
subject  20  years  ago.  I  admit  that 
there  has  been  a  tremendous  reaction. 
I  admit  that  we  have  travelled  some 
stages  towards  barbarism  in  this  matter 
through  the  change  of  opinion  that  has 
taken  place.  I  admit  that  that  change  i& 
not  confined  to  one  Party  or  the  other 
although  the  Party  opposite  have  the, 
honour  of  claiming  much  the  larger  part 
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of  it.  I  feel  convinced  that  it  will  pass 
tvAj.  We  are  not  in  such  a  hony 
as  to  think  that  the  welfare  of  the 
ooantiy  depends  npon  the  Tannel,  and 
we  can  aocordinglj  aSord  to  wait.  Being 
asked  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Hythe 
(Sir  K.  Watkin)  to  give  my  opinion  on 
the  Bill,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentlemui 
having  forct  d  me  into  the  field,  I  must 
repeat  the  sentiment  which  on  every 
occasion  I  have  been  ready  to  express, 
and  say  that  I  believe  this  to  be  a 
considerable  measure  and  a  useful 
measnie,  and  that  the  arguments  opposed 
to  it  deserve  neither  acceptance  nor 
respect. 

(4.40.)    The  House    divided: — Ayes 
153 ;  Noes  234.— (Div.  List,  No.  116.) 

Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Second    Reading    put  off    for    three 
months. 

QUESTIONS. 


LAND  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mb.  BOWEN  ROWLANDS  (Cardi- 
ganshire) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  awai« 
that  on  the  17th  January,  1889,  and 
27th  February,  1890,  the  Land  Tax 
Commissioners  for  Banbury,  Oxfordshire, 
obtained  from  Major  H.  C.  Maul,  of 
Horley  House,  Horley,  two  several 
nuns  of  £.b  128.  each,  on  the  representa- 
tion that  the  samo  were  due  from  him  to 
the  Commissioners  for  Land  Tax  in 
respect  of  his  tenancy  of  Horley  House 
and  premises,  the  last  of  the  two  sums 
having  been  obtained  by  the  Commis- 
sioners under  a  threat  of  distress, 
^though  the  Land  Tax  for  the  said 
premises  had  been  for  many  years  re- 
deemed, and  nothing  was  due  to  the 
Commissioners  from  Major  Maul  in 
respect  thereof ;  if  he  will  explain  why 
it  is  that,  although  the  Commissioners 
have  admitted  this  to  be  the  case,  they 
tefnse  to  refund  the  two  sums  of  £>b  12s. 
each  to  Major  Maul ;  and  whether  he 
will  institute  inquiries,  and  direct  that 
the  two  sums  of  £>b  12s.  each  be  re- 
tnmed  to  Major  Maul  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  GoaCHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  facts  appear  to 


be  substantially  as  stated,  except  that 
inquiries  have  not  established  the  allega- 
tion that  a  threat  of  distraint  was  made. 
The  Land  Tax  Commissioners,  who  are 
appointed  by  Parliament  by  name,  have 
been  entrusted  by  law  with  the  aHsess- 
ment  and  collection  of  the  Land  Tax. 
Neither  the  Inland  Revenue  nor  the 
Treasury  have  any  control  over  those 
Commissioners,  or  any  power  to  interfere, 
so  long  as  the  fixed  quota  of  Land  Tax 
charged  on  each  parish  is  paid  over  to 
the  Crown.  This  has  been  done  in  the 
present  instance,  and  as  the  Crown  in  no 
case  receives  any  sum  in  excess  of  the 
qtiota,  there  is  no  fond  out  of  which 
any  re-payments  could  be  made.  The 
Crown  has  not  benefited  by  these 
erroneous  charges,  but  the  other  tax- 
payers of  the  parish  have  in  consequence 
contributed  less  than  their  share  of  the 
parochial  burden.  It  is  not  a  matter  for 
me  to  suggest  whether  or  not  the  district 
Commissioners  for  Land  Tax  might  see 
fit  to  make  such  an  assessment  for  the 
present  year,  1890-91,  as  would  provide 
a  sum  in  excess  of  the  quota  sufficient 
to  repay  Major  Maul. 

WABUKE  STORES. 

Mk.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  for 
India  whether,  the  War  Office  having 
refused  to  submit  to  arbitration  the 
question  of  prices  for  warlike  stores, 
it  is  proposed  to  take  any  steps  to  ob- 
tain a  decision  of  this  House  on  a 
question  which  has  now  been  pending 
for  many  years  between  the  War  Office 
and  the  Government  of  India? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  INDIA  (Sir  J.  Gobst,  Chatham) : 
I  do  not  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  my 
noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  to  seek  the  assistance  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  settling  this  matter. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  :  In  consequence 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  answer,  I 
beg  to  give  notice  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  that  I  shall  raise  the 
question  on  the  Army  Estimates. 

EAST  AFRICAN  COMPANY    AND 

SLAVERY. 
SiB  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, <kc.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if 
he  can  now  state  precisely  the  attitude 
of  the  East  African  Company  towards 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Jil 


The  Germans 


{COMMONS} 


in  East  Africa. 


52 


fllareiy  under  the  late  proclamations  of 
their  Repressntatire  in  the  territories 
nominallj  belonging  to  the  Saltan  of 
Zanzibar,  but  really  administered  by  the 
East  African  Company,  and  in  any  other 
territories  which  they  possess  or  have 
inflnence  over  1 
•The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
TOE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  J.  Fee- 
^nssON,  Manchester,  N.E.)  :  The  "  atti- 
tude "  was  described  in  the  answer  of 
the  15th  May.  We  have  no  later  in- 
formation. 

SiE  G.  CAMPBELL:  The  answer  of 
the  15th  of  May  did  not  convey  any 
real  informatian  to  the  House.  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  tell  us 
whether  he  is  or  is  not  possessed  of 
precise  information  on  the  subject.  I 
bag  to  g^ve  notice  that  I  shall  repeat 
the  question. 

CAIRO  OPERA  HOUSE. 
Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  beg  to 
^ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Af&birs  if  it  is  true  that,  not- 
withstanding the  extreme  indebtedness 
of  Egypt  and  the  very  small  taxation 
paid  by  Europeans,  the  present  Egyptian 
Government  has  agaiu  subsidised  the 
Opera  started  by  the  late  Khedive  ? 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON:  A  subvention 
of  j64,000  is  granted  to  the  Opera.  It 
is  thought  that  a  moderate  expenditure 
for  this  purpose  is  directly  remunerative, 
-as  making  Cairo  more  attractive  to 
foreigners.  This  is  a  question  on  which 
the  Egyptian  GU>vernment  is  the  best 
judge. 

PENNY  POSTAGE  REVENUE. 
Mb.  H.  watt  (Glasgow,  Camlachie) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  he  can  state  the  surplus  Revenue 
now  derived  from  the  Penny  Postage ; 
whether  he  can  give  an  estimate  of  the 
loss  which  would  result  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  halfpenny  rate  for  letters 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom;  and 
whether,  provided  the  Government  do 
not  see  their  way  to  reduce  the  minimum 
rates  of  postage  for  letters  and  news- 
papers thronghont  the  United  Kingdom, 
lie  will  consider  the  practicability  of 
-adopting  local  rates  of  a  halfpenny  for 
letters  and  one  farthing  for  circulars, 
newspapers,  &c.,  which  might  be  calcu- 
lated on  a  reduced  limit  of  weight,  and 
it  is  estimated  would  secure  the  carriage 
Sir  George  Campbell 


of  a  very  large  amount  of  local  letters, 
newspapers,  &c.,  now  carried  by  private 
service  ? 
•The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raises,  Cambridge  University):  I  am 
unable  to  state  the  exact  amount  of  the 
surplus  Revenue  derived  from  the  penny 
postage,  but  it  is  safe  to  assume  that 
practically  the  net  Revenue  of  the  Post 
Office  is  earned  by  the  letters  sent  at  the 
penny  rate.  Computed  on  the  number 
of  inland  letters,  according  to  the  latest 
completed  Return,  the  loss  to  the  Revenue 
from  the  substitution  of  a  halfpenny 
postage  for  Hae  present  penny  postage 
rate  would  be  about  ;C3, 100,000  a  year. 
Moreover,  that  loss  would  not  be  materi- 
ally lessened  by  any  increase  that  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  result  from 
the  reduction  in  the  postage  rate.  There 
is  no  such  difference  in  the  cost  of 
dealing  with  a  local  letter  or  newspaper, 
as  distinguished  from  an  ordinary  inland 
letter  or  newspaper,  as  ■js'ould  justify  a 
lower  rate  of  postage  for  the  local  letter 
or  newspaper.  Besides  this,  a  departnre 
from  the  simple  and  highly  convenient 
system  of  an  uniform  inknd  rate,  would 
entail  innumerable  complications  and 
difficulties.  As  regards  the  request  for  a 
farthing  local  rate  for  newspapers,  it  is 
right  to  state  that  the  present  Newspaper 
Post  is  already  carried  on  at  a  serious 
loss  to  the  State,  and  that  any  reduction 
in  the  rate  of  charge  for  newspapers 
would  necessarily  increase  that  loss. 

THE  JUBILEE  OP  THE  PENNY  POST. 
Me.  BRADLAUGH)  :  I  wish  to  ask 
the  Postmaster  General  whether  he  will 
so  extend  the  time  during  July  for  the 
general  holiday  appointed  for  2nd  July 
in  celebration  of  the  Jubilee  of  the  Penny 
Post,  that  those  employ^  who  cannot  get 
the  holiday  between  2nd  July  and  5th 
July  may  obtain  a  day's  leave  in  lieu 
thereof  at  a  later  date  1 
•Mb.  RAIKES  :  The  step  suggested  by 
the  hon.  Member  is  already  under  con- 
sideration. Indeed,  I  hope  it  may  be 
practicable  to  extend  even  beyond  July 
the  time  daring  which  a  day's  special 
leave  may  be  given  in  lieu  of  the  2nd 
July,  and  I  propose  very  shortly  issuing 
a  Departmental  Notice  on  the  subject. 

THE  GERMANS  IN  EAST  AFRICA. 
Mr.     ERNEST     BECKETT     (York, 
W.R.,  Whitby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
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SecretBiy  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  reetrictiona  prohibiting  the  pas- 
sage of  Britlah  caravans  or  British  traders 
through  the  northern  portion  of  the 
German  sphere  of  influence  •  in  East 
Africa  hare  been  issued  and  pat  in  force ; 
whether  such  restrictions  are  in  contra- 
vention of  Article  5  of  the  Berlin  Act  of 
1885 ;  and  whether  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  take  anj  action  to  relieve  British 
traders  from  these  restrictions,  if  illegal, 
and  to  secure  the  observance  of  the 
Beriin  Act  for  the  future  1 
•&«  J.  FERGDSSON:  A  decree  was 
recently  issued  by  Major  Wissmann  for- 
Indding  the  ingress  of  caravans  into  the 
German  sphere  behind  Tanga  and  Pan- 
gani,  on  grounds  connected  with  military 
operations  which  were  then  being  eze- 
cnted ;  but,  on  the  personal  representa- 
tion of  Colonel  Enan  Smith,  it  was 
shortly  afterwards  unconditionally  with* 
drawn. 

THE  CORPORATION  DESTRUCTOR. 

Mb.  PICKEKSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
8.W.) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
will  now  communicate  to  the  House  the 
purport  of  his  promised  Report  on  the 
subject  of  the  alleged  emission  of  noisome 
smoke  from  the  "  Destructor  "  belonging 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  of  the 
City  of  London,  and  situated  at  Lett's 
Wharf,  Lambeth ;  and  what  action  does 
he  propose  to  take  in  the  matter  1 
•The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchib, 
Tower  Hamlete,  St.  Gfeorge's):  I  have 
to-day  received  a  Report  from  Mr. 
Fletcher,  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  wharf  referred  to  is  used  as  a 
I^ace  of  deposit  for  the  contents  of  dust- 
bins, market  refuse,  &c.  After  some 
separation  by  hand  sorting,  the  com- 
bustible part  of  the  refuse  is  burnt  in  a 
fnniace  or  destructor.  If  this  refuse 
were  wholly  burnt,  Mr.  Fletcher  reports 
ttat  there  would  be  no-  smell  from  it ; 
but,  from  the  construction  of  the 
apparatus,  he  considers  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  some  of  the  sickly  smell- 
ing steam  and  smoke,  which  rise  from 
the  material  as  heating  commences  before 
active  combustion  is  set  in,  passes  up  the 
chimney.  He  considers  that  this  might 
be  remedied  by  the  erection  of  a  combus- 
tion  chamber,    which    could    be    kept 


throughout  at  a  strong  red  heat,  so  that 
the  gases,  when  led  through  it,  would  be 
completely  burnt.  The  Inspector  has 
communicated  with  the  Deputy  Engineer 
of  the  City  Commissioners,  who  has 
promised  that  this  proposal  shall  receive 
consideration.  I  will  also  communicate 
with  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  on  the 
subject. 

KEWGATE. 

Mr.  PJCKEBSGILL  :  I  wish  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  what  is  the  present  state  of 
the  negotiations  between  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  London  and  the  Govern- 
ment as  regards  the  acquisition  by  the 
former  of  the  site  of  Newgate  Prison } 

The  secretary  op  STATE  tok 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  The  present 
state  of  the  negotiations  is  that  the 
Prison  Commissioners  have  submitted  to 
the  City  Architect  a  scheme  to  facib'tate 
the  objects  which  the  City  Authorities 
have  in  view,  and  at  the  same  time  not 
to  diminish  the  number  of  cells  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Prison  Authorities.  '  The 
City  Architect  has  been  furnished  with 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  necessary 
alterations-,  and  his  reply  is  being 
awaited. 

Me.  PICKERSGILL:  May  I  ask 
whether  the  sanction  of  this  House  will 
be  asked  before  any  final  arrangement  is 
madet 

Me.  MATTHEWS:  I  do  not  know 
there  will  be  any  need  for  it. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL :  But  is  the  case 
not  on  all  fours  with  the  acquisition  of 
Clerkenwell  Prison  for  the  Parcel  Poet  J 

Me.  MATTHEWS:  No;  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  is  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion. I  will,  however,  look  into  the 
matter. 

CONDEMNED  ADMIRALTY  MEAT. 

Db.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  College) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty if  he  will  state  to  the  House  what 
arrangements  have  been  made  by  the 
Admiralty  to  preclude  the  possibility  in 
future  of  any  of  the  beef  and  pork  which 
is  deemed  unfit  for  consumption  on  board 
Her  Majesty's  ships  finding  its  way  on 
board  the  ships  of  the  mercantile  marine ; 
and  whether  such  arrangements  are 
permanent  and  irrevocable  ;  and,  if  not, 
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under,  what  cironmstances  alone  sacli 
arrangements  can  bs  ignored  or  revoked  t 
Thb  FiaST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALXr  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing)  :  Circtimstances  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Admiralty  last  year 
which  pointed  to  the  possibility  of  meat 
sold  as  nnfit  for  human  food  being 
brought  again  into  the  market  as  suitable 
for  consamptdon.  It  was  accordingly 
decided  that  in  future  condemned  salt 
beef  or  pork  should  not  be  sold  by  public 
auction,  but  that  it  should  instead  be 
sent  to  soap-boilers  for  use  in  the  soap- 
boiling  trade ;  and  it  was  also  decided 
that  the  meat,  before  being  sent  to  these 
firms,  should  be  treated  chemically  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  impossible 
that  it  should  be  again  used  for  human 
food.  These  r^ulations  are  uncondi- 
tional, and  no  departure  from  them  is 
allowable,  except  with  the  direct  sanction 
of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  I  do  not 
conceive  it  to  be  likely  that  any  Board  of 
Admiralty  would  sanction  any  reversal 
of  the  present  arrangement  that  might 
lead  to  any  repetition  of  the  abuse  I 
have  described. 

THE  WESTERN  AUSTRAUA  CON- 
STITUTION BILL. 

Mb.  STANLEr  LEIGHTON  (Shrop- 
shire, Oswestry)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Government  have  received 
any  communications  from  the  Australian 
Governments  in  reference  to  the  re-in- 
statement  of  Clausj  8,  expunged  by  the 
Select  Committee,  into  the  Western 
Australia  Constitution  Bill,  and  if  he 
can  state  to  the  House  the  purport  of 
such  communications? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Baron  H.  de 
"Worms,  Liverpool,  Bast  Toxteth) :  No 
communication  as  to  its  re-instatement 
have  been  received,  but  a  representation 
has  been  made  by  the  Government  of 
South  Australia  urging  the  omission  of 
Clause  8,  on  the  ground  that  all  the 
Australasian  colonies  should  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  regards  immigra- 
tion. 

THE  NAVAL  KNIGHTS  OF  WINDSOR. 
Mb.  LABOUCHBRE  (Northampton)  : 
I  bag  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty why  the  vacancies  in  the  num- 
ber of  Naval  Knights  of  Windsor  are  not 
Dr.  Cameron 


filled  up ;  and  whether  he  can  inform 
the  House  how  many  naval  officers  have 
applied  for  these  vacancies  1 

LoED  G.  HAMILTON  :  Three  naval 
officers  have  applied  for  the  vacancies 
in  the  number  of  Naval  Knights  of 
Windsor,  but  two  of  them  only  can  be 
considered  as  eligible  for  the  appoint- 
ment. I  have  not  filled  up  the  recent 
vacancies,  as  the  reports  of  the  visitors 
of  the  college  are  very  unsatisfactory. 
In  their  judgment  the  college  is  not 
satisfying  the  conditions  of  the  trust  by 
which  it  is  endowed.  I  am,  therefore, 
considering  a  scheme  for  the  better 
utilisation  of  the  funds  of  the  trust,  and 
I  do  not  propose  in  the  meantime  to .  fill 
up  any  vacancies  that  may  occur. 

Mb.  LABOUCHBRE :  Will  the  scheme 
be  submitted  to  Parliament? 

LoBD  G.  HAMILTON  :  Yes,  in  aU 
probability  it  will  require  a  special  Act 
of  Parliament. 

WINDSOR  FOREST. 

Mb.  LABOUCHBRE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
the  authority  of  the  Ranger  of  Windsor 
Great  Park  extends  over  the  forests  of 
Windsor  and  Swinley,  and,  if  so,  under 
what  Statute ;  if  not,  whether  it  is  by 
instructions  from  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests  that  the  Royal 
keepers  exercise  their  power  to  exclude 
the  public  from  the  green  rides  and  open 
spaces  iu  the  forest ;  also  whether  he  is 
aware  that  steel  traps  are  set  in  open 
spaces  of  Windsor  Forest  within  a  few 
score  yards  of  public  roads,  and  that 
these  traps  have  been  recently  found 
baited  with  rabbit,  evidently  set  for 
foxes  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
chickens  and  domestic  animals  of  neigh- 
bouring farmers  have  been  caught  and 
maimed  within  a  few  yards  of  their 
homesteads ;  and  whether  the  Royal 
keepers  in  setting  these  traps  are  acting 
under  instructions  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests;  and,  if 
not,  upon  whose  instructions  they  are 
acting? 

The  SECRBTARYto  the  TREASURY 
(Mr.  W.  L.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) :  The 
Banger  of  Windsor  Great  Park  has 
charge  of  the  game  in  the  Windsor 
Woods,  including  Swinley  Woods.  He 
is  not  appointed  under  any  Statute.  The 
game-keepers  act  under  instructions  from 
him,  and  not  from  the  Commissioners  of 
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Woods,  who  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  in  his  second  qaestion. 

TH£  C&OMER  LICENSING  JUSTICES. 

Mb.  HENBY  J.  WUjSON  (York, 
W.R.,  Hobnforth):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  is  aware  that,  on  the 
Ist  October,  1889,  when  the  Licensing 
Magistrates  on  the  Bench  at  Ctomer 
were  Messrs.  Gremer,  Earbord,  and 
Gebbell,  Mr.  Harbord  left  the  Bench, 
^ipUed  to  his  oolleagnes  Messrs.  Gremer 
and  Cebbell  for  a  proyisional  licence, 
obtained  it,  and  returned  to  the  Bench ; 
tbat  Mr.  Gabbell  then  left  the  Bench, 
applied  to  his  colleagues  Messrs.  Gremer 
ud  Harbord  for  a  provisional  licence, 
and  obtained  it ;  whether  the  fact  of  Mr. 
Harbord  having  become  a  licence-holder 
disqualified  him  from  acting  as  a  Licens- 
ing Magistrate ;  whether,  for  taking 
ptut  in  granting  Mr.  Cabbell's  licence,  he 
became  liable  to  any,  and  what  penalty ; 
and  whether  the  Lord  Ghancellor  has 
taken,  or  will  take,  any  notice  of  these 
trsns'Mstions  of  (he  Cromer  Justices  7 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  informed 
that  Mr.  Harbord  had  not  taken  his  seat 
on  the  Bendi  when  his  application  was 
dealt  with.  His  application  was  merely 
for  a  provisional  licence,  which  is  of  no 
validity  until  it  is  confirmed.  It  was 
made  in  respect  of  an  hotel  proposed  °to 
be  erected  on  property  of  which  he  was 
Tmstee,  and  the  plans  of  which  had  been 
approved  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the 
Bench.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
am  advised  that  Mr.  Harbord  was  not 
disqualified  by  this  provisional  licence 
from  acting  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Gabbeil's 
application,  and  that  there  has  been  no 
breach  of  the  law. 

CIVIL  8EBVICE  CLERKS-LOWEB 
DIVISION. 

Mb.  J.  KELLY  (Gamberwell,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
recommendations  of  the  Boyal  Commis- 
sion on  Civil  Establishments  with  refer- 
ence to  attendance  books  are  to  a  large 
extent  ignored,  inasmuch  as  the  Lower 
Division  Clerks  alone  are  required  to 
enter  the  hours  at  which  they  reach 
their  offices ;  and  whether  it  is  intended 
that  the  reoommendations  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  the  matter  shall  be  carried 


out  only  in  the  case  of  the  superior 
officials ;  and,  if  not,  whether  steps  will 
be  taken  forthwith  to  have  the  same  rule 
applied  to  all  classes  throughout  the 
Public  Service  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  No,  Sir ;  the  recom- 
mendations are  not  ignored.  I  have 
already  informed  the  hon.  Member  that 
the  reason  why  the  Lower  Division 
Clerks  have  a  condition  imposed  bn  them 
which,  up  till  now,  is  not  imposed  on  the 
Upper  Division,  is  that  the  Minute  re- 
lating to  the  latter  has  not  yet  been 
issued.  My  answer  to  the  second  ques- 
tion is,  of  course,  in  the  negative.  When 
the  Treasury  Minute  is  issued  the  hon. 
Member  will  see  that  the  Government 
are  not  unmindful  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Boyal  Commission. 

THE  CONVICT  BARTON. 
Mb.  LA.BOITGHERE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  evidence  submitted  to 
the  Coroner's  Jury  upon  the  inquest  on 
the  body  of  a  convict,  Andrew  Barton, 
who  died  at  the  Portsmouth  Convict 
Prison  on  20th  May,  and  to  the  verdict ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  serious 
allegations  made  against  the..  Prison 
officials,  it  is  intended  to  hold  a  public 
inquiry  1 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  I  have  not  been, 
able  as  yet  to  procure  a  full  Report  of 
the  evidence  submitted  to  the  Coroner's 
Jury,  but  I  hope  shortly  to  have  one ; 
and  in  the  meanwhile  I  have  called  for  a 
full  Report  from  the  Visiting  Directors, 
and  when  I  receive  this  information  I 
shall  be  in  a  position  to  judge  whether 
further  inquiry  is  necessary  and  what 
steps  should  be  taken. 

GLASGOW  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING. 

Sib  G.  TREVELYAN  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  the  reason  for  the  delay  in 
proceeding  witii  "  The  Electric  Lighting 
Act  (1882)  Amendment  Bill;"  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  upon  the 
footing  that  this  Bill  would  be  proceeded 
with  BO  as  to  enable  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
proceed  with  the  Electric  Lighting  Pro- 
visional Order  of  the  Corporation  of 
Glasgow,  the  Corporation  have  with- 
drawn that  portion  of  their  Bill  now 
before  Parliament  relating  to  electricity  t 
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♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  P. 
B.  BoBERTSOX,  Bute)  :  The  only  existing 
cause  of  delay  is  that,  when  I  have 
moved  the  Second  Ereading,  objection  has 
been  taken  from  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House.  So  far  as  I  know,  the  Bill 
on  its  merits  is  entirely  uncontested ; 
it  relates  to  a  matter  of  administrative 
detail ;  it  is  the  result  of  careful  con- 
sultation with  the  various  authorities 
concerned  ;  and  I  gather  that  it  ha«  the 
support  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
Accordingly,  I  trust  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  will  use  his  influence  with  his 
friends  when  I  a^in  move  the  Second 
BiCading  to-night,  and  at  the  subsequent 
stages;  and,  if  so,  I  doubt  not  that  the 
Bill  will  pass  without  further  loss  of 
time. 

BBIDaETON  MEETING  ON  THE  COM. 
PENS\TtON  CLAUSES. 
Sm  G.  TREVELTAN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  whether  he  is  now  satisfied 
that  the  gathering  in  the  Mechanics' 
Hall  at  Bridgeton,  to  which  he  referred 
in  the  House  before  Whitsuntide,  was  a 
meeting  of  members  of  the  liquor  trade, 
and  did  not  possess  the  character  of  what 
is  ordinarily  known  as  a  public  meeting  1 
*Me.  RITCHIE:  I  am  not  satisfied 
that  the  gathering  was  of  the  character 
alleged  in  the  question,  but  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  composition  of 
meetings  at  which  resolutions  of  .that 
kind  are  passed.  If  I  attempted  to  do 
so,  I  should  be  undertaking  a  task  which 
would  be  beyond  my  powers  and  would 
occupy  all  my  time  ;  but  I  may  say  that 
representations  have  been  made  as  to  the 
bogus  character  of  this  meeting  and  also 
of  meetings  on  the  other  side.  I  have 
not  made  any  inquiry  into  the  accuracy 
of  the  statements.  I  ought,  however,  to 
say  that  since  the  receipt  of  the  telegram 
which  I  read  to  the  House  I  have  re- 
ceived copies  of  resolutions  passed  at 
meetings  held  at  Bridgeton,  protesting 
strongly  against  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment ;  and  also  at  a  meeting  held  at 
Bridgeton  Cross  in  the  open  air,  in  the 
presence,  it  is  said,  of  2,000  people,  pro- 
testing against  the  tactics  of  the  Liberal 
Party,  and  thanking  the  Government 
for  their  manly  attempt  to  grapple  with 
the  liquor  problem. 

Sib    W.    LAWSON      (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) :  Is  the  right  hon  Gentle- 


man aware  that  at  a  large  meeting  held 
in  Glasgow  a  resolution  was  passed  con- 
demning the  surreptitious  manner  in 
which  signatures  are  being  obtained  in 
Glasgow  in  favour  of  the  Government 
proposals,  the  posters  merely  asking  for 
signatures  in  favour  of  taxing  liquor, 
promoting  free  education,  the  ^uperannaa- 
tion  of  the  police,  and  the  reduction  of 
pubUc  houses,  but  making  no  mention 
of  handing  money  over  to  the  publicans  7 

•Me.  RITCHIE :  I  have  not  heard  of 
the  petition  nor  of  the  poster,  but  front 
what  the  right  hon.  Baronet  says  in 
r^ard  to  the  poster  I  should  think  it 
gives  a  pretty  accurate  account  of  the- 
proposal  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  H.  J.  WIISON :  Does  the  right; 
hon.  Gentleman  still  consider  he  made 
the  statement  on  good  evidence  1 

•Mr.  RITCHIE:  What  statement? 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order, order! 

MITCHEI;8T0WN. 
Me.  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK 
(Whitehaven) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  statement  reported  to 
have  been  made  by  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  at  Hawarden  on  the 
28th  ultimo,  in  the  following  words : — 

"At  Mitchelstown  I  am  sorry  to  aay  that 
one  policeman  was  hadly  damaged.  Yoa  can- 
not wonder  at  its  happenina;.  He  waa  badly 
damaged,  and  I  believe  his  life  was  jn  some 
danger;  but  he  recovered,  and  £1,000  was,  I 
think,  the  sum  levied  off  the  district  to  compen- 
sate him  for  injuries  he  suffered  in  doing  an 
illegal  act ;  " 

whether  this  statement  is  correct  in  fact  t 
whether  the  policeman  referred  to  wa« 
Constable  Leahy;  and  whether  he  has 
recovered  from  his  injuries  and  has  re- 
turned to  his  duty,  or  what  is  the  state  of 
his  health  at  the  present  time  1 

Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.  Mid) :  Before 
the  question  is  answered,  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  has 
put  it  at  the  instance  of  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland — a  person  named 
Carson? 
•Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order ! 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
statement  mentioned,  which  has  been 
reported  to  have  been  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian.  The  case 
referred  to  is  evidently  that  of  Constable 
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Leahy.  It  is  the  fact  that  this  constable 
was  savagely  attacked  and  seriously  and 
permanently  injnred.  It  is  not  the 
case '  that  he  'was  doing  an  ill^al  act. 
fie  was  merely  acting  in  the  proper  dis- 
charge of  his  daty.  The  Grand  Jury, 
from  the  evidence  before  them,  found 
this  to  have,  been  the  case,  and  awarded 
him  the  compensation  mentioned  in 
respect  of  the  serious  injuries  re- 
ceived. Ue  has  never  recovered  from 
those  injuries.  They  disabled  him  from 
further  service  in  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, from  which  he  had  accord- 
ingly to  bfl  discharged  on  pension.  He 
a  at  the  present  time  a  complete  cripple, 
snfEering  constantly  severe  pain  from  his 
injuries,  unable  to  move  about  without 
cmtches,  and  totally  disabled  from  fol- 
lowing any  occupation. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Is  it  not  the  case  that 
tiie  Resident  Magistrate  whd  has  been 
connected  with  Mitchelstown,  Mr.  O'Neil 
Segrave,  has  been  dismissed  ? 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  :  Is  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
Coroner's  Jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of 
wilful  murder  against  the  constabulary  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  1  believe  there 
was  an  absurd  verdict  returned  by  a 
CoToner'is  Jury,  but  I  am  not  aware  that 
it  had  anything  to  do  with  the  injuries 
to  Constable  Leahy. 

ALl^GED  KIOTINQ  AT  JE880RE. 

Mb.  BRADLiLUGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  Sjcretary  of  State  has  yet 
received  any  commuaication  from  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  respecting  the  disturb- 
ances, alleged  rioting,  and  military  occu- 
pation of  districts  in  Jessore,  Bengal; 
whether  he  can  state  to  the  House  the 
nature  of  such  communications ;  and 
whether  he  will  lay  them  upon  the 
Table? 

Sib  J.  GORST :  The  Secretary  of  State 
has  not  received  any  information  on  the 
■abject. 

THE  INDIAN  POST  OFFICE. 
Mb.  BRABLAUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  it  was  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  Rule  732  of  the 
Post  Office  Manual  of  1881,  that  "No 
person  other  than  a  native  of  India  can 
he  appointed  to  any  office  in  the  Post 
OfSce  Department,"  &c.,  has  been  altered 


in  the  Post  Office  Manual,  Vol.  HL  of 
1889,  to  the  Rule  (now  Rule  389)  thatr 
"  Appointments  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment are,  with  certain  special  excep- 
tions, reserved  for  natives  of  India,"  &c.; 
whether  he  wiU  state  the  nature  of  the 
"special  exceptions,"  and  when  they 
were  first  acted  upon ;  whether  he  will 
state  the  circumstances  which  induced 
this  abrogation  of  a  Rule  imposed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  1872 ;  and  whether, 
if  the  alteration  has  been  made  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
he  will  call  for  an  explanation  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  made  ? 

Sib  J.  GORST:  The  Secretary  of  State 
has  no  information  on  the  point,  but  will 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made. 

"TIED  HOUSES." 

Mb.  summers  (Huddersfield) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made 
as  to  the  number  of  "  tied  houses "  in. 
each  City,  Municipal  Borough,  and  Petty 
Sessional  Division  respectively  in  England 
and  Wales? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  Inland  Revenue 
Department  has  no  knowledge  of  what- 
houses  are  "  tied  "  and  what  are  not,  a& 
the  question  is  one  of  private  contracts, 
beyond  the  cognisance  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

THE  EIGHTS  OF  BRITISH  SUBJECTS 
IN  THE  COLONIES. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON :  I  beg- 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  with  reference  to 
the  instructions  issued  to  Australian 
Governors,  which  contain  a  clauseJ 
to  the  efiect  that  any  Act  passed 
by  the  Colonial  Legislatures  "  whereby 
the  rights  of  British  subjects  not  residing' 
in  the  colony  may  be  prejudiced,"  shall 
be  reserved  for  the  signification  of  Her 
Majesty's  pleasure  thereon,  whether  this 
Instruction  has  been  held  to  include  Acts 
authorising  the  imposition  of  restrictions 
on  the  immigration  of  British  subjects  > 
and  if  he  can  say  in  what  respects  the 
provisions  of  Clause  8  in  the  Western 
Australian  Constitution  Bill  afford  any 
further  protection  of  the  rights  of  Britisk 
subjects  than  is  already  provided  in  the 
instructions  ? 

Babon  H.  de  worms  :  1  may  point  Ou 
to  my  hon.  Friend  that  the  words  in  the 
Royal  Instructions  are — 
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"  Any  Bill  of  an  extraordinary  nature  and 
importance,  whereby  our  prerogative  or  the 
rights  and  properly  of  our  subjectg  not  residing 
in  the  colony,  or  the  trade  and  shipping  of  the 
United  Eiogdom  and  its  Dependencies  may  he 
prejudiced." 

It  is  certainly,  at  least,  open  to  question 
whether  the  words  "rights  and  pro- 
perty," which  are  conjunctive,  would 
oover  a  restriction  upon  immigration  to 
which  my  hon.  Friend  refers.  The  intro- 
duction of  Clause  8  precludes  any  doubt 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  STANLEY  LBIGHTON  :  Have 
these  Acts  in  all  cases  been  reserved  ? 

Baron  H.  de  WORMS :  Yes. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Sir  G.  BADEN-POWELL  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  there  are  any  further  Papers  or 
Correspondence  relating  to  any  relations 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  re- 
garding the  Newfoundland  Fishery 
Question,  which  can  now  be  presented 
in  continuation  of  those  last  presented  ? 
I  should  also  be  glad  to  know  whether 
the  Government  can  give  the  House  any 
information  as  to  the  landing  of  French 
Marines  on  the  shores  of  Newfoundland  1 
•SiE  J.  FERGUSSON  :  Papers  down  to 
the  latest  date  are  being  brought  forward 
for  publication  with  the  utmost  possible 
despatch.  I  hope  they  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  hon.  Members  next  week. 
They  will  contain  the  Articles  of  the 
Treaties  bearing  on  the  questions  at 
issue,  and  will  fuUj  inform  the  House  in 
regard  to  them.  Information  has  now 
been  received  from  Newfoundland  that 
no  French  armed  force  landed  at  St. 
George's  Bay,  or  elsewhere.  The  com- 
mander of  a  French  man-of-war  landed 
at  the  wharf  alone  and  in  uniform,  and 
requested  that  some  of  the  nets  might  be 
removed,  and  they  were  lifted  accord- 
ingly by  their  owners.  The  Governor 
says  that  no  threat  was  used,  and  that 
the  request  was  fully  justified.  The 
French  have  not,  in  any  manner,  inter 
fered  with  fishing.  No  case  has  occurred 
of  non-  payment  of  taxes,  though  a  reso- 
lution to  that  effect  was  passed  by  a 
public  meeting. 

TITHE    RECEIVERSHIPS. 

Mb.  FARQUHARSON  (Dorset,  W.)  : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  will  insert  a  clanse  in 
Baron  U.  de  Wornu 


the  Tithes  Bill  now  before  .  Parliament, 
providing  that  when  a  Receiver  is  ap- 
pointed the  tithe  owner  shall  become 
responsible  for  the  proper  cultivation 
of  the  lands  whence  the  tithe  so  sought 
to  be  recovered  is  due ;  for  the  main- 
tenance in  proper  repair  of  all  building^, 
gates,  fences,  and  watercourses ;  and,  if 
required,  take  over  the  occupation  of  the 
lands  from  the  occupier,  making  to  him 
such  payments  as  are  provided  for  under 
the  Agricultural  Holdings  Acts,  and  as 
are  by  the  custom  of  the  country  made 
by  an  incoming  to  an  outgoing  tenanti 

♦Thk  PRESIDENT  of  thb  BOARD  ov 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.)  :  The  Receiver,  if  appointed,  will  be 
in  the  position  of  a  Receiver  under  the 
ordinary  law,  under  which,  subject  to 
the  orders  of  the  Court,  he  manages  land 
in  the  same  way  as  if  he  were  the  land- 
lord, and  arranges  for  lotting  it  to  persons 
who  will  cultivate  it  properly.  If 
buildings,  gates,  fences,  and  watercourses 
require  to  be  maintained,  the  Court  will 
be  entitled  to  obtain  from  the  Receiver 
the  same  payments  under  the  Agri- 
cultural Holdings  Act,  or  under  the 
custom  of  the  country,  as  if  the  Receiver 
were  an  ordinary  landlord.  It  will, 
therefore,  be  quite  unnecessary  to  insert 
a  clause  making  provision  for  these 
matters. 

POSTHASTE  BSHIP  OF  BRURA. 
Mb.  W.  ABRAHAM  (Limerick,  W.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  if 
he  is  aware  that  John  Cowhey,  recently 
appointed  Postmaster  at  Brnra,  County 
Limerick,  was  twice  convicted  of  drunken- 
ness, once  of  serious  assault,  and  was  also 
dismissed  from  the  employment  of  the 
Prudential  Assurance  Company  for  pro- 
ceedings in  connection  with  a  policy  of 
assurance  on  the  life  of  a  man  named 
James  Murphy  ;  and  whether  he  will 
institute  inquiries  into  these  allegations, 
and,  if  proved  true,  will  remove  John 
Cowhey  from  the  office  of  Postmaster  t 

*Mb.  RAIKES  :  I  am  not  aware  of  one 
or  two  of  the  stataments  involved  in  the 
question,  and  I  will  inquire  into  them' ; 
but,  as  at  present  advised,  I  do  not  con- 
sider it  either  necessary  or  desirable  to 
deprive  Mr.  Cowhey  of  the  ofiice  of  Sub- 
Postmaster  at  Brura,  to  which  I  recently 
appointed  him. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


69 


The  Aquarium 


{June  5,  1890} 


Poster. 


THB  SWEDISH  LEPEB. 
De.  TANNEE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Pre- 
eident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
bis  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
case  of  leprosj  in  a  Swedish  emigrant,  as 
reported  in  the  Liverpool  Courier  of 
22nd  May ;  whether  the  woman  in  qp.08- 
<ion  was  permitted  to  land  in  and  pass 
through  England,  to  pass  the  examina- 
tion of  the  medical  emi^^ration  officers  of 
health  at  Liverpool,  at  their  snrvey  of 
the  Canard  steamship  Cephalonia  on  the 
17th  April  last,  and  the  second  inspec 
tion  at  Qaeenstown  by  an  officer  of  the 
tame  department ;  whether  it  is  tme  that 
the  woman  in  question  was  not  allowed 
to  land  by  the  Port  Anthorities  in  Boston, 
I7^.A.,  after  inspection  by  their  medical 
inspector  and  several  eminent  American 
acientists,  who  declared  the  case  to  be 
one  of  gennine  leprosy ;  and  that  the 
Canard  Company  were,  in  conseqnence, 
compelled  to  bring  her  back  to  England; 
if  it  is  true  that  on  her  arrival  in  Liver- 
pool she  was  conveyed  to  the  Brownlow 
Hill  Workhouse,  and  there  examined,  as 
reported  in  the  Liverpool  Weekly  Mer- 
cury— 

"  By  Dr.  Hope,  asstatant  medical  officer  of 
healtli  for  the  city;  Dr.  Hill,  the  Board  of 
Tnde officer;  and  Dr.  Uobertson,  who  enter- 
tained little  doabt  that  the  case  is  one  of 
leprosy." 

And  made  special  arrangements  for  her 
complete  isolation ;  whether  such  isola- 
tion was  effected  on  board  the  Cunard 
steamship  on  either  passage;  what  has 
been  done  with  the  patient ;  and  whether 
any  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
loathsome  and  infectious  disease  in  ques- 
tion, as  well  as  other  contagious  and 
infectious  diseases  difficult  of  detection, 
being  propagated  in  consequence  of  the 
present  system  of  inspection  by  medical 
Board  of  Trade  Inspectors  ? 

•SiE  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  am  not 
in  possession  of  fall  particulars  with 
regard  to  the  case  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers,  but  I  will  cause  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  all  the  circumstances. 

Dk.  TANNER:  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  tell  me  when  it  will  be 
convenient  to  him  to  have  the  question 
repeated,  I  shall  be  happy  to  put  itt 

•Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  It  may  be 
necessary  to  refer  to  Boston  for  informa- 
tion, and,  if  so,  it  will  be  some  time  before 
I  can  {^  the  information. 
VOL.  OOCXLV.    [third  sbbim.] 


De.  tanner  :  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  give  his  kind  attention 
to  the  matter,  as  it  involves  a  serions 
question  of  responsibiUty. 

Mft.  GARDINER,  E.M. 

Db.  tanner  :  I  b^  to  aak  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lientenant  of 
Ireland  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
business  at  the  Cork  Police  Office  waa 
seriously  delayed  and  inconvenienced  on 
Wednesday  last,  the  28th  nltimo,  in 
consequence  of  the  absence  of  any  Local 
or  Resident  Magistrate;  why  Mr. 
Gardiner,  who  is  appointed  Resident 
Magistrate  for  the  district  and  office  in 
question,  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance ; 
and  on  how  many  similar  occasions  has 
he  been  absant  during  the  past  six 
months  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  informed 
that  there  was  some  delay  in  holding  the 
Court  on  the  date  mentioned,  most  of  the 
Local  Magistrates  having  been  obliged 
to  attend  a  funeral  The  Resident 
Magistrate  was  unable  to  attend,  as  he 
was  engaged  on  duty  elsewhere.  Daring 
the  past  six  months  the  Resident 
Magistrate  has  attended  the  Court  (a 
daily  one)  on  113  occasions,  and  has 
been  absent  on  44  occasions. 

De.  tanner  :  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  on  the  Estimates  I  shall  call  attention 
to  the  disgraceful  conduct  of  this 
Magistrate,  against  whom  criminal 
charges  have  been  recently  made,  and  I 
shall  move  that  he  be  suspended  from 
the  ranks  of  the  magistracy  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  FLYNN:  Is  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  aware  that  solicitors  have 
repeatedly  complained  of  the  incon- 
Tenience  caused  by  the  non  attendance 
of  magistrates  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  public  inconvenience  having  been 
caused.  No  complaints  have  reached 
me. 

Db.  TANNER:    Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  inquiry  into  the  grave 
charges  made  against  Mr.  Gardiner  ? 
•Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  1 

THE  AQUARIUM  POSTER. 

Mb.  KELLY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Seoretiry  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  opinion  expressed  by 
Sir  John  Bridge,  at  Bow  Street,  on  tht 
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2^nd  ultimo,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Aquariam  advertisement  known  as 
"  ZsBO "  was  more  or  less  indecent,  and 
ought  not  to  be  exhibited  in  London,  and 
that,  in  such  a  case,  the  proper  course 
was  for  the  Police  Authorities  to  take 
action  under  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Acts  or  the  Indecent  Advertisements 
Act,  1889 ;  whether  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Police  has  taken  or  intends 
to  take  any,  and  if  so,  what  action  in  the 
matter ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  himself 
intends  to  see  that  steps  are  at  once 
taken  to  prevent  the  further  exhibition 
in  the  streets  of  the  advertisement  in 
question  t 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  Yes,  Sir;  I  have 
seen  the  statements  made  by  the  Chief 
Magistrate.  I  understand  that  the 
advice  finally  given  by  him  was  that  the 
matter  should  be  allowed  to  drop.  The 
Commissioner  of  Police  concurs  with 
this  view  of  the  matter,  and  it  is  not  his 
intention  to  take  any  action.  1  do  not 
myself  intend  to  take  steps  with  r^^rd 
to  this  advertisement. 

BANKRUPTCY  ADMIKI8TRATI0N. 

Mb.  KELLY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  can  state  the  number  of 
cases,  including  those  in  the  High  Court 
with  their  various  districts,  in  which 
Official  Receivers  in  bankruptcy  have, 
during  the  last  three  years,  obtained 
summary  administration  orders,  and  the 
assets  showed  amounts  of  over  X300 ; 
and  whether  many  of  the  Official 
Receivers  are  in  the  constant  habit  of 
certifying  cases  to  be  under  £300  when 
they  are  considerably  over  such  amount  ? 
•Sib  M.  hicks  BEACH:  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  furnish  the 
figures  asked  for  by  the  hon.  Member, 
and  it  would  be  a  work  of  time  and 
trouble  to  obtain  them  from  different 
parts  of  the  country.  I  may  say,  how- 
ever, that  the  total  number  of  orders  for 
summary  jurisdiction  made  during  the 
last  three  years  was :— In  1887,  3,868 ; 
in  1888,  4,022 ;  and  in  1889,  3,819.  The 
number  of  cases  administered  by  Official 
Receivers  and  closed  during  1889  was 
3,814;  of  these  the  number  in  which  the 
assets  realised  less  than  £300  was  3,643. 
The  number  in  which  they  realised  more 
than  £300  was  141.  In  58  of  the  latter 
cases  the  debtors  had  themselves 
estimated  that  the  estates  were  -worth. 
Mr.  Kdly 


less  than  £300,  although  the  Official 
Receivers  realised  more.  I  cannot  admit 
that  Official  Receivers  are  in  the  habit  of 
under  estimating  the  value  of  debtors' 
estates,  but  in  many  cases  the  estimates 
of  debtors  as  to  the  probable  value  of  the 
assets  are  quite  untrustworthy,  and  the 
Official  Receivers  are  compelled  to  form 
their  own  judgment  as  to  their  actnal 
value. 

THE   STATISTICAL    DEPARTMENT   OB" 
THE  CUSTOMS. 

Me.  KELLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  any 
further  defiuite  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  re-organisation  of  the 
Statistical  Departmeiit  of  the  Customs  ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  this  question 
has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Trea- 
sury now  for  nearly  three  years,  he  can 
state  precisely  when  a  permanent  settle- 
ment of  the  question  may  be  expected  f 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  do  not  admit  the 
accuracy  of  the  statements  in  the  question 
of  my  hon.  Friend.  The  final  Report  of 
the  Customs  reached  the  Treasury  only 
a  short  time  ago.  The  question  is  now 
being  considered,  and  I  am  not  able  to 
fix  any  precise  date  for  the  decision. 

Mb.  KELLY:  Will  the  decision  be 
given  in  one  month  or  in  three } 

Me.  JACKSON :  I  cannot  say. 

PETITIONS  OF  RIGHT. 

Mb.  CUNINQHAME  GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.) :  ,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  General  if  he  has  refused  to 
(pve  his  fiat  to  Petitions  of  Right  pre- 
sented by  officers  who  have  been  deprived 
of  the  advantages  promised  them  by 
difEerent  warrants,  and  which  have  been 
withdrawn  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  and  by  the  India  Office  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir  R. 
Websteb,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I  do  not 
understand  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member.  Every  application  for  leave 
to  present  a  Petition  of  Right  is  con- 
sidered upon  its  merits,  and,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  in  no  case  has  such  leave  been 
refused  under  the  circumstances  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  Member. 

THE  CORONER  FOR  NORTH  TYRONE. 
Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Mr. 
M'Grea,  who  now  holds  the  appointment 
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<rf  Coroner  for  North  Tyrone,  is  also  a 
Sab-Oominissioaer  under  the  Land  Act ; 
and  whether  Mr.  M'Crea  for  three-and-a 
half  years  has  been  habitually  absent 
from  his  district,  and  has  presided  at 
only  one  inquest  f 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  reply  to 
the  inquiry  in  the  first  paragraph  is  in 
the  affirmative.  By  a  personal  arrange- 
ment inquests  in  Mr.  M'Crea's  district 
hare  been  held  by  the  Coroner  for  Mid 
Tyrone  since  August,  1S87,  when  Mr. 
M'Crea  was  appointed  an  Assistant  Land 
Commissioner. 

PRISON  CLERKS. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M-CARTHY  (London- 
derry) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  the 
Beport  of  the  Departmental  Committee, 
inquiring  into  the  complaints  of  clerks 
serving  in  Her  Majesty's  prisons,  has  yet 
been  issued  ;  and,  if  so,  when  the  clerks 
in  question  will  be  made  acquainted 
with  its  contents  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  The  Departmental 
Comioittee  have  promised  the  Report 
referred  to  in  a  few  days,  and  it  will,  in 
due  course,  be  communicated  to  the 
clerks  in  question, 

THE  COURSE  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.)  :  Is  it 
intended  to  proceed  with  the  Tithe  Bill 
from  day  to  day  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  The  Government 
will  not  proceed  with  the  Tithe  Bill 
from  day  to  day.  The  course  of  business 
we  propose  is  this:  If  Mr.  Speaker 
leaves  tiie  Chair  on  the  Tithe  Bill  this 
evening,  we  shall  proceed  with  the 
Education  Vote  to-morrow,  and  we  hope 
to  get  it  in  (n£Soient  time  to  enable  us  to 
take  the  Report  of  the  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Vote,  which  we  hope  to  bring 
on  about  half -past  10  o'clock  for  the 
convenience  of  the  Houss  generally ; 
then  on  Monday  we  intend  to  proGC»ed 
with  the  Irish  Iimd  Purchase  Bill.  With 
regard  to  the  Western  Australia  Bill, 
wUch  is  down  for  Monday,  the  Govern- 
ment are  perfectly  aware  of  the  great 
importance  of  proceeding  with  it,  and 
they  will  endeavour  to  make  some 
arrangement  for  doing  so  which  will  be 
gatia&ctory. 

*Mb.  CHILDERS:  Will  it  be  the  first 
Order  for  Monday  1 


Mb.  GOSCHEN :  No;  it  will  not  be 
the  first  Order. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH:  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  when  the  Employers' 
Liability  Bill  will  be  taken  1 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  No  decision  has  been 
come  to. 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  the  Irish  L^nd  Purchase 
Bill  will  be  taken  on  Monday.  Are  we 
to  understand  that  it  will  be  proceeded 
with  continuoxisly,  and  that  the  Tithe 
Bill  and  the  Publicans'  Compensation 
Bill  will  not  be  proceeded  with  until 
the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Bill  is  disposed 
of  J 

Me.  GOSCHEN :  Certainly  not ;  that 
will  be  a  totally  erjoneous  iiuerence. 

Sib  G.  CAMPBELL  (Kirkcaldy,  <kc.)  : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  is 
there  any  intention  to  take  the  Barracks 
Bill  to-night,  and  if  notice  mil  be  given 
of  the  intention  to  take  it? 

Mb  GOSCHEN  :  It  will  not  be  taken 
to-night,  and  notice  will  be  given  when 
it  is  to  be  taken. 

Mb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  There 
are  two  questions  I  should  like  to  have 
answered,  first,  after  what  hour  will  the 
Government  agree  not  to  take  the  Report 
stage  of  Supply  voted  on  April  1 4  ;  and 
also  can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give 
ns  any  information  as  to  the  time  when 
it  is  proposed  to  take  the  Private  Bill 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  As  to  the  second 
question,  I  am  not  now  able  to  make  any 
statement.  As  to  the  first  question,  I 
hope  after  the  discussion  we  had  the 
other  evening  the  Vote  will  be  agreed  to 
by  half- past  10,  and  it  will  then  be  pos- 
sible to  take  the  Report  of  the  Diplomatic 
and  Consular  Vote.  That  arrangement 
will,  I  hope,  be  satisfactory  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  have  matters  to  discuss^ 
though  we  have  no  desire  to  insist  on 
the  arrangement. 

Mb.  CAUSTON  (Southwark,  W.) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  say  when  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Bill  will  be  circulated  t 
•Me.  RITCHIE:  I  hope  within  the 
next  few  days. 

Me.  SEXTON :  It  may  perhaps  ap- 
pease Irish  Members,  who  have  been 
somewhat  taken  by  surprise,  if  the 
Government  will  say  if  they  have  made 
up  their  mind  as  to  how  long  they  will 
D  2 
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proceed  with  the  Land  Purchtise  Bill, 
whether  they  hare  in  view  any  definite 
period,  or  whether  it  is  likely  to  be 
dropped  at  any  time  t 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  Have  the  Grovemmeut  yet  arrived 
at  any  conclusion  as  to  what  Bills  they 
intend  to  proceed  with  ? 

Me.  QOSCHEN  :  It  may  be  for  the 
«onvenience  of  hon.  Members  to  know 
that  we  intend  to  proceed  with  the  Irish 
Land  Purchase  Bill  until  we  get  the 
Speaker  out  of  the  Chair.  I  cannot 
make  any  statement  as  to  the  further 
«ta^es  of  the  Bill. 

LOCAL  TAXATION. 
Me.  H.  H.  fowler  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Local  Oovemment 
Board  say  when  we  shall  have  the  Paper 
showing  the  division  of  money  under 
the  Local  Taxation  Accounts  for  the  year 
ending  March  31  ? 
•Mb.  RITCHIE :  I  received  yesterday 
some  accounts  from  the  Treasiuy ;  but  I 
am  not  quite  certain  whether  they  are 
final,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  distribute  the 
Paper,  but  no  time  shall  be  lost. 


HOLYHEAD  HARBOUR. 

Copy  ordered — 

"  Of  Correspondence  between  the  London 
:«nd  North  Western  Railway  Company  and  the 
BoMrd  of  Trade  respecting  the  construction  of 
■a  deep-water  pier  and  the  removal  of  the 
Flatters  Rocks  in  Holyhead  Harbour."— (JTr. 

NEW  MEMBERS  SWORN. 
John  Roche,  esquire,  for  County  of 
''iOalway  (East  (Jalway  Division) ;  James 
.  Joseph  Dalton,  esquire.   West   Donegal 
Division  of  the  County  of  Donegal. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

■TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  RECOVERY  AND 
REDEMPTION  BILL-(No.  169.) 

COMUnTEE. 

'Order  for  Committee  read. 

♦(5.40.)  Me.  p.  S.  STEVENSON 
(Suffolk,  Eye)  :  The  Instruction  I  have 
to  move  is  based  on  the  general  principle 
that  if  by  a  measure  of  this  description 
you  confer  certain  tangible  benefits  on 
tithe  owners,  you  are  bound,  as  an  act  of 
Mr.  Sexton 


justice  and  &3  compensation,  to  confer 
benefits  of  a  corresponding  nature  on 
the  payers  of  tithe,  especially  if  it  can  be 
shown  that  certain  grievances,   certain 
bardshipii,   are    suffered    by  individual 
payers.     After  consultation    with    yoo, 
Sir,  I  am  to  some  extent  restricted  in 
the  scope  of  what  it  was  my  intention  to 
say,  and  I  shall  confine  myself  to  two 
specific   points,    the    question    of    com 
averages,  a  most  important  question  in 
the  whole  subject  of  revision,  and  another 
portion  of  the  question  which  in  a  few 
minutes  it  wiQ  be  my  duty  to  explain, 
and  my  endeavour  to  devise  a  remedy 
for  when  we  are  dealing  with  the  special 
rateable  value  clauses.     My  Instruction 
does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  theory  of 
tithe,  whether  we  regard  it  as  National 
property  or  not.     If  it  is  regarded  as 
national  property  there  is  the  more  reason 
why  the  Instruction  should  be  carried,  for 
if  it  can  be  shown  that  tithe  presses  with 
unfairness  upon    particular  individuals, 
although  it  can  be  shown  that  the  nation 
has  a  certain  property  in  the  tithe  or,  as 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  said, 
a  reversionary  interest,  yet  it  cannot  be 
said  that  a  national  right  must  needs  be 
an  individual  wrong.    There  is  no  reason 
why  the  nation  should  exact  more  than 
it  is  entitled  to.     Crown  lands  may  be 
regarded  as  national  property,  the  rente 
going    to    what  may  be    described  as 
national  purposes,  yet,  in  bad  times,  and 
when  seasons   are   unfavourable,   those 
rente  may  be  and  are  reduced,  but  by 
that  reduction  the  right  of  the  State  to 
the  rent  of  Crown  lands  is  in  no   way 
impaired.     So  also  with  tithe  ;  if  Parlia- 
ment decides  that  in  certain   cases   the 
amount  of  tithe  should  be  raised,  should 
be  increased  or  reduced,  the  decision  of 
Parliament  in  no  way  affecte  the  theory 
of  tithe  itself.    The   Instruction  deals 
with  one  particular  and  specific  point, 
that  is,  in  the  Bill  before  the  House  yon 
endeavour  to  re-open  the  settlement  of 
1836 ;  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
House  not  to  re-open  that  settlement  in 
the  interest  of  one  party  only,  especially 
bearing   in    mind   the   conditions   upon 
which  the  Settlement  of  1836  was  based. 
Opinions  in  reference  to  that  Settlement, 
at  the  time  it  was  arrived  at,  were   ex- 
pressed on  both  sides  of  the  House  in  the 
strongest  manner  by  Lord  J.  Russell,  as 
well  as  Sir  Robert  Peel,  that  one  of  the 
objects  in  view  in  the  Settlement  was  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


73 


Tithe  Sent-Charge 


{JoKB  5,  1890} 


Recovery,  <fcc.  BiU. 


74 


ramove  restrictions  under  which  agricul- 
ture was  placed.  If  it  can  be  shown 
that,  owing  to  errors  made  in  that  settle- 
ment, owing  to  imperfect  realisation  of 
the  conditions  then  existing,  or  which 
might  afterwards  arise,  mistakes  were 
made  on  considerations  left  out  of  sight ; 
if,  owing  to  such  oversights,  it 
can  be  shown  that  those  interested 
in  agriculture  —  landlords,  &rmera, 
or  labourers  —  haye  suffered,  and 
are  suffering,  owing  to  the  existing  state 
of  the  Tithe  Law,  as  fixed  in  1836,  then 
it  seems  to  me  there  is  a  clear  case,  on 
the  showing  of  those  who  endeavoured 
to  bring  about  a  settlement,  that  there 
should  be  a  revision  of  the  whole  question 
in  the  interest  of  all  the  parties  to  the 
settlement,  not  of  one  party  only.  If  we 
look  at  the  conditions  of  the  Settlement  of 
1836,  we  find  two  conditions  that  do  not 
now  exist ;  there  were  high  prices  and 
cheap  labour ;  these  were  the  dominant 
features  of  the  situation  then,  but  exactly 
tiie  reverse  is  the  position  now.  Not 
only  has  a  great  diminution  in  prices 
taken  place  since  that  date,  but  we  have 
no  reason  to  suppose,  although  there  may 
he  temporary  revivals  in  agriculture, 
there  will  ever  be  any  reversion  to  any- 
thing approaching  the  prices  that  ruled 
in  1836.  The  fall  has  been  due  nut  to 
the  action  of  Parliament  but  to  the 
opening  of  new  methods  of  transit, 
especially  since  1846,  when  the  price  of 
wheat  was  56s.  a  quarter.  Wheat  now 
realises  less  than  half  that  price,  and 
with  the  imports  from  the  United  States, 
from  Russia,  and,  above  all,  from  India, 
and  with  each  successive  year  bringing 
improvements  in  the  means  of  transport, 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  for 
any  considerable  time  prices  will  ever  ba 
higher.  Temporary  or  accidental  causes 
may  bring  about  a  rise,  but  we  cannot 
expect  it  will  be  permanent.  That  being 
the  case,  how  do  we  find  the  condition 
of  agriculture  affected  by  this  very 
serious  burden  imposed  upon  the  land  1 
If  we  look  at  the  condition  of  agriculture 
now,  and  compare  it  with  what  it  was, 
we  see  the  great  changes  brought  about 
by  economic  and  other  causes  during  the 
last  50  years.  It  is  only  a  few  years 
ago  Sir  James  Caird  declared — and  I 
suppose  he  will  be  considered  an 
authority  upon  agricultural  matters — 
that  it  would  require  £10,000,000 
to  make    the    land   as   clean    now    as 


it  was  50  years  ago.  This  is  a 
serious  condition  of  things,  affecting 
not  only  owners  and  occupiers,  but  all 
connected  directly  or  indirectly  with 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Above  all,  it 
affects  that  class  we  all  desire  to  see 
more  numerous,  the  class  of  yeoman 
farmers,  once  the  pride  of  England.  One 
thing  is  perfectly  certain,  this  class  can 
never  become  so  numerous  as  once  they 
were,  unless  this  heavy  burden  is  light- 
ened. With  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
produce  the  cost  of  labour  has  increased, 
a  condition  of  things  exactly  the  reverse 
under  which  the  Settlement  of  1836 
was  arrived  at.  Even  in  1836  there 
was  a  considerable  body  of  opinion  in 
the  country  which  declared  that  the 
Settlement  was  in  the  interest  of  tithe 
owners  rather  than  of  tithepayers,  and 
reference  to  the  Debates  of  that  time 
show  thatlthe  opinion  found  expression 
both  among  Members  of  the  Conserva* 
tive  Party  as  well  as  among  the  Whigs^ 
and  one  of  the  most  remarkable  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  in  that  direction 
came  from  that  Badical  among  Radicals, 
Joseph  Hume,  one  of  the  last  men  who 
would  have  been  disposed  to  fritter  away 
any  tithe  which  he  regarded  as  national 
property.  On  more  than  one  occasion 
Joseph  Hume  declared  that  no  good 
Bill  could  be  enacted  until  the  Com 
Laws  were  repealed,  for  they  had 
given  land  and  its  produce  an  artificial 
value,  and,  anticipating  the  repeal  of 
the  Corn  Laws,  he  declared  that  great 
injury  would  be  inflicted  on  owners 
until  the  value  of  the  tithe  was  fixed 
much  lower  than  it  was  by  the  Bill  then 
before  the  House.  The  only  importance 
of  this  opinion  is  as  coming  from  such  a 
Radical  Member,  who  might  have  been 
expected  to  express  a  view  of  quite  a 
different  character.  It  shows  most 
clearly  that  even  then  there  was  an 
opinion  that  the  Act  of  1836  was  an 
imperfect  settlement,  in  the  interest  of 
the  tithe  owners,  and  not  of  the  tithe- 
payer.  In  individual  cases  we  find  that 
hardships  are  very  severe  indeed.  As  a 
Member  from  the  Eastern  Counties, 
I  can  speak  feelingly,  because  a  quar- 
ter of  the  whole  tithe  in  England 
is  paid  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk, 
Suffolk,  Essex,  and  Kent.  These  counties 
pay  £1,000,000  out  of  the  whole 
£4,000,000.  The  grievance  is  not 
confined  to  this  part  of  England ;  it  is 
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spread  over  a  large  area ;  it  exists  largely 
in  Wales ;  it  is  to  be  foand  in  Berks, 
Dorset,  and  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom  f 
bat    I    think   representatives  from  the 
£.i6tem  Counties  are  especially  entitled 
to    nrga   this    g^evance  and    to    seek 
redress,  and  we  claim  that  if  the  Settle- 
ment of  1836  is  re^opened  it  should  not 
be  in  the  interest  of  one  party  only. 
Let  me  give  the  resnlt  of  calcalstioss 
that   have   been   made    in  reference    to 
Berkshire.       Here  is     a     computation 
referring  to  26  farms  in  that  county,  and 
thesa  fejrms  comprise  13,000  acres.    The 
rent  derived  from  these  13,000  acres  is 
£2,500,  but  the  amount  of  tithe  derived 
is  .£3,000.     Can  it  be  conceived  that  it 
is  consistent  with  equity,  though  it  may 
be  in  accordance  with  actual  law,  that  a 
tithe  1-lOth    should  actually  become  1 
l-6th,  that  is  to  say,  that  for  every  5b.  of 
rent  there  should  be  paid  6s.  in  tithe  ? 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  monstrous  state 
of  things,  and  all  the  more  so  if  we  look 
at  what  the  tithe  was  really  intended  to 
be.     I  do  not  want  to  enter  into  any 
disquisition  as  to   the  meaning  of  the 
tithe,  but  etymologically  it  means  1-1 0th 
of  the  produce,  and  what  is  more  it  was 
not  intended  to  be  1-lOth  of  the  produce 
developed  by  artificial  means,  but  1-lOth 
of  the  produce  nature  actually  gives ;  it 
was  not  intended  to  include  1-lOth   of 
the  produce  brought  about  by  artificial 
means,  artificial  manures,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  all  capital.    You  might  as  well 
exact  tithe  from  ship  owners  and  others 
engaged  in  industrial  pursuits.     Surely 
in    the  .   beginning     it     was    intended 
that  the    tithe    should  be      1-lOth   of 
Nature's  yield.    As  a  matter  of  &ct,  it  is 
very  much  the  reverse  of  this.     Experi- 
ments carried  out  by  Sir  John  liawes 
show    the      difference      between     the 
natural  and  the  artificial  produce.     Sir 
John  Lawes,  by  the  experiments  upon 
his  model  farm,  has  shown  conclusively 
that  in  the  case  of  wheat  the  natural 
produce  is  eight  or  nine  bushels  to  the 
acre,  whereas,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
average  yield    obtained    is    28    or    30 
bushels.    The  difEerence  between  eight 
bushels  and  28  is  due  to  the  application 
of  capital  under  modem  conditions  of 
farming,  and  so  far  as  the  tithe  as  the 
tenth    of    Nature's    gift    is    concerned, 
should  not  be  taken  into  account.     I  do 
not  dwell  on  that';  my  contention  is  that 
the  settlement    of    1836    presses    un- 
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i&itXj  in  many  cases,  and  in  this  revision 
a  more    equitable  distribution    of    the 
burden  is  called  for.     From  the  theo- 
logical conception  of  the  tithe,  it  may  be 
shown  the  tithe  should  be   less.     I  do 
not  endorse  that  view,  but  I  take  it  that 
those  who  adopt  the   high   theological 
ground  of  tithe  should  logically  follow 
it  out.     We  find  in  the  countries  I  have 
mentioned,  and  elsewhere,  there  are  these 
grievances,  but  in  what  way  does  the 
Bill'  meet   them!    All    it    does    is    to 
transfer     payments    from     tenants     to 
ownera. 
*Mr.  SPEAXEB:  The  hon.  Member 
must  address  himself  to  the  specific  In- 
struction and  matters  cognate  thereto. 
•Mr.  F.  S.  STEVENSON :  I  simply.  Sir, 
wish  to  point  out  that  my  objection  is 
based  on  the  ground  that   in  the  Bill 
certain  advantages  are  conferred  upon 
owners  dt  tithe,  and  that  we  are  botlnd 
in  duty    and   equity   to  confer  corres- 
ponding advantages  to  payers  of  tithes. 
•Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member's 
remarks  were  rather  relative  to  a  Second 
B.eadtng  Debate  than    to    the    specific 
points  df  his  Instruction. 
•Mb.  F.  S.  STEVENSON:    The  6nly 
means  pi  redress  for  the  grievances  I 
complain  of,  the  specific  points  for  the 
relief  of  land  owners,  tenants,  yeomen, 
and  labourers)  would  be  in  dealing  with 
the   question    of     com    averages,    and 
bringing  about    some    solution    of  the 
difficulty  by  some  special  arrangement 
in  relation  to  the  special  rateable  value 
clauses.     The  only  way  in  which  relief 
can  be  given  to  the  tithepayer,  in  addition 
to  the   revision  of  the  com  averages,  is 
by  introducing  some  means  whereby  he 
could    obtain    redress   in    ihe    Conni^ 
Court,   or   before   some  other  tribunal. 
The  specific  manner  in  which  this,  in  our 
opinion,  should  be  carried  out  it  would 
be  our  duty  to  indicate  by  Amendments 
in  Committee  in  the   event   of   this  In- 
struction being  accepted.     With  regard 
to  com  averages,  that  is  a  question  upon 
which    the    House    has    been    able    to 
express  its  opinion,    partly   in  Debate 
itself  and  partly  through  Committees. 
The  question  of  com  averages  has  been 
the  subject  of  a  Committee's  Report,  and 
there  is  no  adequate  reason  for  not  deal- 
ing with  the  question   in  a  Bill  which 
revises    the    Settlement    of    1836.     Of 
course,  com  averages  is  a  much  older 
question  than   the  Tithe   Commutation 
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Act  of  1836,  and  bat  for  the  qaestion  of 
tithe  the  question  of  com  averages  vronid 
bare  but  little  interest  for  people  in  the 
rural  districts.     The  question  of  tithes 
and  tile  question  of  com  averages  are  in^ 
separable,  and  Chambers  of  Agriculture 
all  over  the  country  have  passed  resolu- 
tions    with     reference    to     the     latter 
question.       One    of    the    most    sarions 
grievances  of  the  tithepajers  -would  be 
removed  if  the  question  of  com  averages 
were  dealt  with.     I .  will  not  endeavour 
now  to  deal  with  all  the  grievances  that 
srise  from  the  present  method  of  taking 
the  average.     There  arises  the  question 
of   the    cost    of    transit,   and    another 
grievance    arises    from    the    fact    that 
whereas  in  former  times  when  prices 
were  high  a  &rmer  sent  all  his  corn  to 
market,  and  tho  average  was  taken  over 
all    qualities,    he  now   sends   only   the 
very  best  samples,  and  npon  the  com 
which  fetches .  the    highest  price    the 
average    is    taken.     Again,    there    are 
grievances  connected  'with  the  practice 
of  taking  a  septennial  average.     I  admit 
the  objections  to  an  annual  assessment, 
but  I  do  not  see  any  valid  reas<)n   why 
it  should  not    be    possible    to   take  a 
triennial  average.     Perhaps    the    right 
bon.  €tontleman  the  Preetdsnt  of  the 
Board    of    Trude    will    give    us    some 
explanation  why  it  is  impossible  to  deal 
with  this  question  in  the  Bill,  'whieh,  in 
the  opinion  of  a  large    portion   of  the 
Committee  and  of  many  vritnesses  who 
gave  evidence  before  that  Committee,  is 
closely  and  indissolubly  connected  with 
the  qaestion  of  tithe,  and  cannot  be  left 
oat  in  a  solution  of  the  great  problem 
fused.      Last  year  there  were  Amend- 
ments   proposed    by    tho     Government 
which  seemed  to  go  in  the  sam.e  direc- 
tion as  my  Instruction  indicates.     The 
Amendments  proposed  by  the  Attorney 
General  then    showed    some    intention 
towards  a  certain  amount  of  fairness  as 
between  tithe  owners  and  tithepayers.'  I 
do  not  say  they  quite  met  the'  nir  de- 
mands of  the  situation,  but  they  offered 
ias  more  than  ctm  be  effected  uiider  the 
special   rateable   value    clauses    of    the 
present  Bill.'    One  of  the  Amendments 
last  year  provided  that  the  Court  might, 
upon  being  satisfied  on  evidence,  make 
an  order  for  remission  of  tithe  charge, 
and  prevent  the  total  amount  exceeding 
the     proceeds     from    the    land.    This 
covered  a  certain  portion  of  the  g^und  , 


occupied  by  my  Instructiou,  but  I  look 
through  the  Bill  in  vain  for  anything' 
having  a  like  result.  The  rateable  clauses 
will,  in  the  opinion  of  those  most  com- 
petent to  judge,  prove  inoperative  in 
this  regard.  The  new  rent  will,  after  the 
passing  of  this  Bill,  be  simply  the  old 
rent,  plus  the  amount  paid  as  tithe  rent- 
charge,  and  upon  this  will  be  computed 
the  new  special  rateable  valuo.  It  is 
practically  impossible  in  999  cases  in 
a  thousand  for  the  tithe  rent-charge, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  exceed  the 
special  rateable  value.  Therefore,  to 
that  extent,  unless  the  clauses  are 
amended,  they  will  not  meet  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  and  certainly  will  not 
do  so  to  the  extent  of  the  proposals  in  the 
amended  Bill  of  last  year.  On  thesie 
grounds  I  move  the  Instruction  of  which 
I  have  given  notioe,  and  I  have  only 
been  able  to  specify  two  points,  for  I  am 
afraid  I  should  not  be  in  order  if  I  went 
beyond.  In  moving  the  Instruction,  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  it  is  in  no  way  an 
attack  upon  the  general  prinoiple  and 
theory  of  tithes ;  it  merely  implies  that 
the  question  should  not  be  dealt  with  ih 
the  interests  of  one  party  only.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  tithe  owners  have  not 
suffered,  but  I  say  the  question  should 
be  looked  at  as  a  whole,  and  the  interests 
of  all  connected  with  agriculture  should 
be  regarded  in  these  ne  w  proposals. 
Looking  at  the  historical  origin  of  the 
Act  of  1836,  and  the  conditions  that  have 
since  arisen,  I  say  it  is  h^h  time  to 
revisa  the  Settlement,  and  in  doing  so 
to  hold  the  balance  equally  between  all 
parties. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  it  be  an  Instmctlon  to  thn  (Tommittee 
that  they  have  power  to  provide  for  mi 
equitable  revlaion  of  tithes,  in  aocordanoe  with 
the  altered  conditiuns  o{  sgliuultore/' — (Mr.  F, 
S.  Sttttnion.) 

•(6.10.)  Me.  ARTHUR  WILLIAMS 
(Okmoi^n,  S.) :  It  becomes  my  duty  to 
second  the  Motion,  you.  Sir,  having,  M  I 
understand,  given  your  ruling,  to  the 
effect  that  the  terms  of  the  Motion  I 
have  put  npon  the  Paper  are  included  in 
the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend.  Let  me 
say  at  once,  as  expressing  the  view  of  the 
people  of  Wales,  that  we  have  not  the 
least  wish  to  fritter  away  the  tithe,  or  to 
deal  with  it  in  such  a  way  that,  there 
shall  be  a  permanent  reduction  in  it  83  a 
national  property,  the  redaction  passing 
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into  the  hands  of  land  owners.  The 
people  look  to  see  this  permanent 
property  pass  tinder  the  control  of 
Coanty  Councils,  and  are  not  leas 
iealons  of  its  preservation  than  other 
members  of  the  community.  With  this 
reservation,  I  certainly  concur  in  the 
terms  of  the  Resolution.  The  bargain  of 
1836  has  been  broken.  The  present 
Government  have,  within  the  past  two 
years,  made  several  attempts  to  break 
the  Settlement  of  1836 ;  and  the  Welsh 
people  are  entitled  to  say,  if  this 
Settlement  is  to  be  broken,  that  it 
should  be  done  with  a  due  regard  to 
every  interest  concerned,  and  by  an 
equitable  re -arrangement  of  the  whole 
scheme.  I  do  net  suggest  the  direction 
in  which  you  should  proceed,  but  it  is 
obvious  to  those  who  have  given  but  a 
superficial  study  to  this  complicated 
subject,  and  perhaps  I  can  claim  no 
more,  that  if  the  bargain  of  1836  once 
becomes  to  be  tampered  with,  that 
involves  a  re-adjnstment  of  it  as  a  whole. 
Such  is  the  scope  and  object  of  this 
Instruction.  If  you  are  going  to  transfer 
to  landowners  the  immediate  and 
primary  duty  no  doubt  intended  by  the 
Act  of  1836  to  pay  tithe  to  the  tithe 
owners  making  it  compulsory,  then 
surely  you  are  invading  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  Act  of  1836,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  find  before  the  Committee  has 
finished  its  labours,  as  we  have  found 
Session  after  Session,  that  you 
have  not  approached  the  question 
in  a  thorough  and  statesmanlike  manner, 
and  if  on  either  side  Members  are  true  to 
their  obligations  it  will  be  found  that  no 
ingenious  draftsmanship  can  evade  the 
futile,  unjust,  and  altogether  unsatis- 
factory character  of  the  Bill  as  it  now 
stands.  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  by 
again  traversing  the  ground  I  went  over 
last  year,  but  I  wish  to  show  that  sup- 
port to  the  Instruction  is  quite  consistent 
with  the  principle  of  keeping  this  great 
national  property  intact.  We  wish  to 
relieve  the  undue  pressure  of  the  burden 
on  the  struggling  former.  However  it 
may  appear  on  the  face  of  the  Bill  as  the 
i«8ult  of  the  transfer  of  payment  from 
tenant  to  owner,  the  fluctuating  value 
must  press  eventually  upon  the  tenant, 
for  he  will  have  to  pay  the  tithe  in  his 
rent.  Take  a  small  tenant  former  in 
Wales — I  am  within  the  mark  when  I 
say  that,  even  assuming  that  the  object 
Mr.  Arthur  Williams 


and  motive  of  the  Bill  to,  be  what  they 
appear — there  will  still,  as  the  Bill  stands, 
be  a  pressure  upon  the  tenant,  because 
he  will  not  have  that  claim  to  an  abate- 
ment of  rent,  which  I  am  glad  to  say  he 
now  gets  in  bad  times,  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  his  rent,  because  the  tithe 
will  still  have  to  be  paid.     When  we 
come  to  deal  with  the  clauses  referring 
to  special  rateable  value,  I  think  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  that  whatever  is  done  toe 
the  relief  of  the  landlord,  the  tenant 
farmer  will  get  precious  little  out  of  that 
provision  of  the    Bill.     I  showed  last 
Session  that,  taking  the  whole  of  Wales, 
the  due  proportion  of  relief  to   tenant 
farmers  should  be  £30,000  a  year.     That 
does  not  mean  a  loss  to  the  country ;  it 
simply  means  the  i»x>portion  of  fall  or 
rise  in  preportion   to  the  condition  of 
agriculture.     Perhaps  a  single  figure  will 
have  as  much  influence  as  long  ai^ument, 
and  1  have  no  wish  to  occupy  time,     if 
a  fair  reduction  were  made  in  the  tithe 
rent-charge    throughout  the   Kingdom^ 
that  would  amount  to  nearly  £500,000, 
and    to     that     extent    would    tenant 
formers    in    various      parts      of      the 
country  be  relieved.    I  ask  hon.  Mem~ 
bars  on  either  side  to  act  up  to  their 
convictions  in  this  matter  and  to  support 
the   Instruction   and    reasonable    cUim 
made  by  my  hon.  Friend. 
•(6.20.)    The    PRESIDENT    op     the 
BOARD    or    TRADE    (Sir    M.  Hick^ 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.) :   The  terms  of  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  ore   very 
wide.    I  was  curious  when  I  saw  th» 
Instruction  on   the   Paper  to  know  ia 
what  way  it   was   to   be    c»rried   out. 
When  the  hon.  Member  came  to  consider- 
what  that  Instruction  really  involves,  he- 
must  have  been  frightened  at  the  figure- 
he  had  created.    The  hon.  Qentlemam 
has  not  attempted  to  make  a  speech  in 
support  of  the  Instruction  itself  :  he  has. 
devoted  his   remarks  mainly  to  other 
objects.     There  were,  however,  certain- 
survivals  in  the  speech  that  led  me  to- 
think  the  hon.   Member  had  intended' 
something  much  larger  when  he  placed; 
this  Instruction  on  the  Pbper.    The  hom.. 
Member  said  he  wanted  a  large  and  com- 
prehensive re-arrangementso  that  the  tithe 
should  press  less  hardly  on  individuals  and 
be  more  equally  distributed  than  it  is  at 
present.     Consequently,   be  must  have 
had  in  his  mind  not  merely  a  reduction 
of  tithe  in  cases  of  hardship,  but  also  an 
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increase  in  the  tithe  where  the  land  on 
which  it  is  levied  has  increased  in  valne 
ginoe  the  tithe  rent-charge  -vraa  fixed. 
I  do  not  think,  however,  that  any  hon. 
Member  wonld  seriously  propose  a  mea- 
sure for  increasing  the  tithe  in  deliance 
of  the  principle  of  the  Tithe  Commuta- 
tioit  Act  of  1836.  I  think  that  what  the 
hon.  Gentleman  really  wants  is  some 
method  of  dealing  with  what  are  known 
«s  "hard  cases."  Indeed,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  suggested  two  definite 
mys  in  which  that  suhjeot  might  be 
dealt  with.  First  of  all,  he  referred  to 
&e  question  of  com  averages.  That 
may  be  considered  under  two  aspects. 
In  the  first  place,  there  is  the  question 
whether  the  average  should  be  taken 
over  aeren  years  or  over  three  years  or 
even  a  less  extended  term.  To  my  mind, 
it  is  a  matter  of  comparatively  small 
importance  what  number  of  years  is 
fixed.  There  is  this  advantage  in  a 
septennial  average,  namely,  that  it 
makes  the  payment  less  fluctuating,  and 
that  is  an  {^vantage  to  both  parties  in 
the  end.  I  believe  it  would  require  no 
Instruction  whatever  for  the  Committee 
on  this  Bill  to  introduce,  if  they  should 
think  fit,  a  clause  substituting  a  triennial 
for  a  septennial  average.  Consequently, 
1  turn  to  the  mode  of  making  the 
Returns  from  which  the  averages  are 
token.  That  is  a  complicated  subject. 
It  was  considered  two  years  ago  by  a 
Select  Committeee,  which  reported 
against  anv  change  in  the  existing 
system  in  the  direction  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber desires.  It  was  proposed  by  several 
witnesses  that  unmarketed  com  should 
be  taken  into  calculation  in  estimating 
prices,  but  I  confess  I  do  not  see  how 
this  is  to  be  done.  It  is  not  merely  a 
qiie8tk>n  of  tail  or  inferior  com,  for 
many  formers  prefer  to  use  their  best 
com  for  their  stock,  because  it  pays 
them  better  to  do  so  than  to  send  it  to 
market  at  the  prices  they  would  obtain. 
Some  witnesses  also  proposed  that  only 
first  hand  sales  should  be  taken  into 
oalcnlation.  But  if  either  of  these  pro- 
poaab  were  adopted,  it  would  amount 
to  such  a  re-opening  of  the  system  that 
the  tithe  owner  would  have  a  right  to 
ask  that  it  should  be  also  considertd 
whether  the  average  should  not  be 
taken  from  the  prices  of  other  agri- 
cultural produce  besides  wheat,  barley. 


and  oats.  The  system  of  taking  wheat> 
barley,  and  oats  in  equal  proportion 
was  aidopted  in  1836,  because  it  was  con- 
sidered that  a  less  fluctuating  average 
would  be  thus  obtained  than  by  giving 
a  greater  preponderance  to  any  one 
of  the  three  kinds  of  grain.  Cer- 
tainly, it  has  been  proved  by  ex- 
perience that  that  view  was  correct. 
That  is  my  reply  to  that  part  of  th» 
observations  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
relating  to  com  averages.  Now,  let  m« 
go  on  to  the  second  topic  as  to  which 
hon.  Gentlemen  desire  to  see  som& 
change.  The  hon.  Member  for  Suffolk 
said  he  wanted  to  see  some  more 
practical  solution  of  the  difficulty  of 
dealing  with  those  "hard  cases"  t» 
which  be  referred — cases  where  the 
value  of  land  has  deteriorated,  since  1836^ 
more  than  the  value  of  the  tithe.  He 
wanted  to  see  some  more  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  case  than  is  to  be  found 
in  the  special  rateable  value  clauses — 
somethii^  more  in  the  nature  of  the 
net  profit  proposal  comprised  in  th» 
Amendment  placed  on  the  Paper  by  the 
Attorney  General  last  year.  But  I  may 
say  there  is  actually  an  Amendment  on 
the  Paper  now,  in  the  name  of  the  hox. 
Member  for  Glamorganshire,  to  substi- 
tute a  calculation  of  net  profits  for  rate- 
able value.  I  apprehend  that  it  is  un- 
necessary, therefore,  for  any  Instmction 
to  be  moved  in  order  to  permit  such  an 
Amendment  as  is  desired  by  the  hon. 
Member  to  be  brought  forward.  I  would 
submit  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Suffolk 
that  this  matter  could  be  debated  under 
the  powers  the  Committee  at  present 
possess.  Again,  there  is  an  Amendment 
on  the  Paper  suggesting  that  not  the 
whole  of  the  special  rateable  value  should 
be  considered,  but  that  the  tithe  should 
never  exceed  a  certain  projwrtion  of  it — 
half,  or  something  of  that  kind.  I  do 
not  wish  the  House  to  think  that  I  can- 
not defend  the  proposals  of  the  Bill  as 
preferable  to  any  of  the  suggestions 
brought  forward ;  all  I  maintain  now  » 
that  it  will  be  competent  for  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  raise  in  Committee  any  question 
they  please  as  to  substituting  a  calcula- 
tion of  net  profits  for  a  special  rateable 
value.  So  &r,  therefore,  as  this  proposal 
is  concerned,  the  Instruction  is  entirely 
unnecessary,  and  I  trust  the  House  will 
not  be  put  to  the  trouble  of  a  Division. 
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(6.35.)  Mr.  H.  GARDNER  (Essex, 
SafEron  Walden):  The  object  of  the 
Instraction  is,  as  I  aupjiose,  to  meet  the 
case  of  tithepayers  who  may  be  in.  any 
way  injured  by  the  Bill,  and  I  desire  to 
support  it  because  I  consider  that  the 
interest  of  the  iithepayer  has  been 
decidedly  neglected,  by  the  Gbyenunent. 
If  I  had  had  any  doubts  as  to  thA  neces- 
sity of  doing  so  on  this  occasion,  they 
would  have  been  entirely  dispelled  by 
the  speech  of  Uie  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
President  of  (he  Board  of  Trade,  because 
he  twitted  the  Mover  and  Seconder  of  this 
Instruction  with  inconsistency,  and  said 
that  no  one  would  be  bold  enough  to  pro- 
pose a  general  revisicai  of  tithes.  Why,  Sir, 
as  I  nuderstaud  the  Bill,  that  is  exactly 
what  the  Ghweimmont  propose  on  the 
present  occasion.  They  propose  in  this 
measure  a  geneial  alteration  of  the  Act 
of  t836  in  the  interest  of  the  tithe 
owner,  and  of  the  tithe  owner  only. 

•Stt  M.  HICES  BEACH :  What  I  said 
was,  that  no  one  would  be  bold  enough 
.  to  propose  an  increase  of  the  tithe. 

Me.  .  H.  GARDNKE :  I  accept  the 
right  hon.  Baronet's  statement,,  but 
certainly,  at  the  time,  I  must  have  mis- 
.  understood  him.  In  arguing  the  case  of 
the  com  averages  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
want  on  to  say  that  if  certain  proposals 
made  before  the  Committee,  of  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  be  a  member  as  well 
as  himself,  had  been  carried,  tiie  result 
wobld  have  been  to  reduce  the  value  of 
the  tithe  owner's  property;  and  from 
that  he  went  on  to  say  that  the  tithe 
owner  would,  of  necessity,  have  de- 
manded that  the  whole  question  of  com 
averages  should  be  inquired  iuto.  That 
I  take  to  be  the  position  taken  up.  to-day 
with  regard  to  the  Bill  of  theGoviermnent. 
They  have  broken  the  Act  of  1836  in 
the  Interests  of  the  tithe  owners,  and  have 
entirely  neglected  the  interests  of  the 
tithepayers.  Therefore,  if  I  had^hadany 
doubts  as  to  the  value  of  the  Instraction 
of  my  hon.  Friend,  they  would  have  been 
entirely  removed  by  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  I  will  endeavour,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  keep  within  your 
ruling,  Sir ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  support 
the  Instruction  without  pointing  out  the 
evils  of  the.  Bill  which  it  is  desired  to 
get  rid ,  of.  I  agree — and  I  am  suro 
hon.  Members  on  this  side  generally 
agree — that  tithe  is  national  property 
though  not  iu  the  sense  in  which  the 


President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  referred. 
to  it  in  his  speech  on  the  Second  Reading' 
of  the  Bill.  I  have  heard  a  good  deal 
said  about  frittering  away  the  tithe,  and. 
I  am  certain  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Glamorganshire,  for  moving  the 
Instruction,  will  be  accused  of  a  desire  to 
fritter  away  the  tithe.  For  my  part,  I 
am  as  little  anxious  to  fritter  away  the 
tithe  as  anyone  in  the  EZingdom,  and  it 
is  for  that  reason  that  I  support  the 
Instruction  of  my  hon.  Friend.  There 
can  be  no  better  means  of  frittering  awajr 
tithe  than  doing  away  with  it  altogether, 
and  that  must  come  about  in  the  fntoze 
unless  some  such  Instruction  as  this  is 
agreed  to.  It  is  well-known  that  where 
high  prices  for  com  prevail  much  heath, 
land  is  broken  up  and  made  arable.  The 
Tithe  Commutation  Act  of  1836  caught 
these  poorer  lands  such  as  have  been 
referred  to  in  the  Eastern  Counties,  amd 
threw  upon  them  the  burden  of  an 
excessive  tithe.  Either  thab  excessive 
tithe  must  be  removed  from  the  land  or 
it  will  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  cultivation, 
as  it  is  now  doing  in  many  instances.  I 
will  not  weary  the  Home  by  referring 
to  those  instances  where  land  is  so  fully 
tithed  that  it  is  impossible  to  cultivate  it 
with  profit.  But  I  vrould  appeal  to  hon. 
and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
especially  to  country  gentlemen  and  the 
friends  of  the  farmers,  to  support  my  hon. 
Friend's  Motion  for  another  reason :  and 
that  is,  that  it  was  laid  down  in  1836 
that  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Tithe 
Commutation  Act  of  that  date  was 
passed  was  that  there  should  be  nothing 
to  prevent  capital  being  invested  in  land. 
There  is  not  a  single  country  gentleman 
or  Member  representing  an  agricultural 
constituency  here  who  will  not  agree 
that  in  many  cases  tithe  is  paid  out  of 
the  capital  that  has  been  brought  into 
the  land  since  the  passing  of  the  Tithe 
Commutation  Act  of  1836.  The  ol^ect 
which  those  who  sxipport  this  Instraction 
have  in.  view  is  (he  same  as  (ha(  of  a 
Petition  which  was  presented  to  the 
House  in  August,  1885,  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  presented  it,  not  as  Member 
for  Lincolnshire,  but  in  virtue  of  the 
justly  respected  position  which  he  .  hcdds 
in  t^e  agricultural  world.  That  Petition 
advocate!  the  repeal  of  the  Tithe  Com- 
mutation   Act — the    sacred      covenant 
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which  the  Instmction  of  my  hon.  Friend 
is  supposed  to  attack.  I  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  still  maintainu  the 
opinions  professed  by  him  in  the  capacity 
in  which  he  presented  that  Petition. 
I  think  that,  as  the  Board  of  Agricnltnre 
is  very  much  mixed  np  with  the  working 
of  this  Bill,  the  opinions  of  the  right 
hon.  G^entlemon  the  President  of  that 
Board  (tit.  Chaplin)  will  be  of  extreme 
value  to  the  House,  and  I  trust  we  shall 
hare  an  opportunity  of  hearing  them 
thn  evening.  The  Prime  Minister,  a 
few  yean  ago,  speaking  of  the  re-valua- 
tion of  tithe,  stated  that  the  revision 
oonld  not  be  maintained  by  the  Tory 
Party,  because  it  was  a  matter  of  confis- 
cation. I  grant  it  would  be  a  matter  of 
confiscation  if  it  could  be  proved  that 
t^the  rent-charge  is  in  the  form  of  a  mort- 
g«^.  It  is  not  in  (he  form  of  a  mort- 
gage. There  has  been  no  principal  sum 
Ipnt  on  which  interest  is  paid.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  principle  of  revision  has 
always  been  regarded  as  pertaining  to 
tithes.  Before  the  Act  of  1836  Nature 
herself  made  the  adjustment,  because 
when  the  crops  were  poor  it  is  obvious 
no  tithe  could  be  obtained  from  the  land. 
The  principle  was  certainly  admitted  by 
the  Act  of  1836  in  reference  to  the 
inctnation  in  the  septennial  averages. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  see  that  if  this  In- 
straction  were  carried  out  it  would  in 
any  way  injure  the  tithe  rent-charge  or 
^  beyond  the  Act  of  1836.  I  believe 
that  in  Essex,  Suffolk,  and  Norfolk  alone 
something  like  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
tithe  is  paid,  and  it  is  therefore  natural 
that  we  Eastern  Counties  Representatives 
should  endeavour  to  force  what  we  con- 
sider the  just  claims  of  our  constituents 
in  the  House.  All  we  ask  for  is  a  fair 
tithe,  and  that  fair  tithe  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  secured  by  the  adoptbn  of 
this  Instruction. 

•(6.48.)  ViscoDST  CEIANBORNE 
(Lancashire,  N.E.,  Darwen)  :  This  In- 
stmction is  proposed  on  the  ground  that 
the  present  law  is  inequitable.  I  should 
like  to  ask  to  whom  is  the  law  inequit- 
able ?  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  as  far  as 
the  present  Bill  is  concerned,  the  charge 
cannot  be  sustained  that  it  is  inequitable 
to  the  farmer.  The  elaborate  provisions 
of  Clause  2  are  very  skilfully  designed 

to  prevent  the  extreme  hardship 
to  nrmers  to  which  attention  has 
been    called.     Under    that,    clause    it 


would  be  quite  impossible  for  the 
legitimate  profit  of  the  farmer  to  be 
touched  for  tithe  rent-charge.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
declared  that  by  the  Act  of  1836  the 
principle  that  tithe  was  adjustable  was 
recognised  by  Parliament.  Under  that 
Act,  certainly,  the  tithe  was  adjusted ; 
but  it  was  adjusted  once  for  all,  and  it 
was  intended  that  it  should  ever  after- 
wards remain  fixed.  It  would  be  per- 
fectly easy,  by  quotations  from  the 
speeches  of  Lord  John  Russell  and  others 
td  prove  that  this  was  the  intention  at  the 
time.  The  only  variation  permitted  was 
with  reference  to  tho  corn  averages,  and 
this  was  allowed,  because  it  was  thought 
that  a  much  more  fixed  and  constant 
income  would  be  given  to  the  clery  by 
consenting  to  such  a  variation.  I  should 
like  to  read  a  single  quotation  from  the 
Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  in  1843, 
signed  by  Sir  G.Cornwall  Lewis,  who  was, 
I  think,  in  Parliament  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  Tithe  Commutation  Act. 
The  Report  says — 

"It  wa«  qaite  clearly  understood  at  Uiat 
time  tluit  there  was  to  be  assured  to  the  tithe 
owners  an  income  as  nearly  as  possible  equiva- 
lent in  real  value  to  their  then  revenue,  to  be 
rendered  by  the  provisions  M'  to  averages, 
independent,  as  far  as  possible,  even  of  the 
fluctuations  in  the  value  of  money.  With  this 
assurance  of  a  certain  revenue,  the  tithe  owner  - 
abandoned  his  prospect  of  iticreaand  revenue 
from  improTiDg  cultivation  and  rising  prices 
of  produce." 

1  do  not  believe  that  the  tithe  rent-chai^e 
was  more  than  60  per  cent,  of  the  gross 
value  of  the  tithe  when  the  Act  of  1836 
was  passed.  It  has  been  said  that,  since 
the  passage  of  the  Act  o£  1836,  Free 
Trade  has  been  established,  and  that,  as, 
the  result,  the  price  of  com  has  greatly 
diminished.  I  should,  however,  be 
surprised  to  hear  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, who,  if  they  are  nothing  else, 
are  Free  Traders,  assert  that  the  formers 
have  suffered,  and  the  land  has  suffered, 
by  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws.  I 
should  very  gravely  doubt  whether  the 
profit  made  by  the  landed  interest,  since 
the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws,  did  not 
exceed  any  loss  they  may  have  sustained 
owing  to  the  decrease  in  the  price  of 
corn.  I  claim  to  be  a  Freo  Trader  my- 
self, and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  what  I  say  on  this  point  is  perfectly 
accurate.  I  should  liice  to  niake  one 
other  quotation.     The  name  of  Sir  James 
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Gaird  has  been  referred  to,  and  I  should 
like  to  quote  one  sentence  from  the  evi- 
dence given  by  him  befora  a  Ciommittee 
-which  sat  in  1881.     He  was  asked — 

"  Do  yon  adhere  to  what  you  said,  that  if 
the  old  right  of  participation  had  continved 
\rith  regard  to  tithe  the  annual  inoome  of  the 
Church  would  now  have  been  £2,000,000 
greater  than  it  i»,  and  the  whole  of  the  differ- 
ence has  gone  P  " 

Sir  James  Gaird  answered  :  "  So  far  as  I 
know,  I  do  not  know  where  else  the 
difference  can  hava  gone."  So  that 
positively,  according  to  Sir  James  Gaird, 
the  tithe  in  1881  would  have  been  half 
as  much  again  if  the  Act  had  not  passed 
and  the  extra  profit  had  gone  into  the 
pockets  of  the  landowners.  I  do  not 
believe  the  landowners  are  sufficiently 
dishonest  to  want  to  break  the  bargain 
made  in  their  favour;  but  there  are 
certain  persons  who  wish  to  still  further 
diminish  the  income  of  the  clergy  and 
still  further  enrich  the  landed  interest. 
I  cannot  admit  that  the  present  law  or 
the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Ctentle- 
•man  would  be  in  the  least  inequitable 
except  to  the  owners  of  tithe.  Having 
regard  to  the  considerationslhave  tried  to 
place  before  the  House,  we  cannot  look 
at  any  Amendment  which  is  designed 
either  by  altered  methods  of  taxing  the 
corn  averages  or  in  any  other  way  to 
diminish  revenue  which  has  already  been 
diminished  too  far.  This  must  be  the 
position  held  by  the  vast  body  of 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
They  tell  us  that  tithe  is  national  pro- 
perty, and  they  will  not  see  it  frittered 
away.  That  being  so,  they  are  obviously 
bound  to  vote  with  my  right  hon.  Friend 
^;ainst  this  Instruction. 

(7.0.)  Mr.  C:  W.  gray  (Essex, 
Maldon) :  I  wish,  in  the  first  place,  to 
say  a  word  or  two  in  reference  to  the 
speech  which  has  just  been  made  by  the 
noble  Lord.  I  may  as  well  say  frankly 
and  honestly  that  there  were  not  six 
words  in  that  speech  with  which  I  was 
able  to  agree.  The  noble  Lord  told  us, 
on  the  authority  of  Sir  James  Gaird,  that 
tithe  owners  had  given  up  £2,000,000 
annually,  or  rather  had  lost  il^  by  the 
bargain  of  1836.  I  have  never  seen  that 
statement  proved,  though  I  have  read  it 
over  and  over  again ;  and  1  am  sure  the 
noble  Lord  will  forgive  me  for  saying 
that  he  did  not  attempt  to  prove  it. 
What  we  want  to  get  the  House  of 
Viscount  Cranborne 


Gommous  and  the  country  to  realise  is 
the  terribly  bad  position  of  those  land- 
lords and  yeomen  farmers  in  the 
Eastern  Counties  and  other  parts  of 
England  where  tithe  rent  -  charge 
frequently  represents  either  the  whole, 
or  nearly  the  whole,  annual  income 
from  the  land.  I  am  glad  that,  in  spite 
of  some  of  the  articles  we  have  seen  in 
Badical  papers,  there  are  Members  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House  who  are 
willing  that  the  difficulties  I  refer  to 
should  be  tairlj  recognised  provided  that 
we  do  not  touch  the  corpus  of  the  tithb 
itself.  On  this  condition  I  believe  they 
will  listen  to  reasonable  proposals  for 
the  temporary  relief  of  those  extreme 
cases  to  which  attention  is  being  called  ; 
and  I  hope  that  before  the  Bill  is  passed 
we  may  make  it  a  measure  that  wUl  not 
only  be  acceptable  to  the  tithe  owners 
but  tail  to  the  tithepayers.  I  wish  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  noble  Lord 
(Viscount  Cranborne)  to  the  fact  that  if 
the  law  as  it  existed  before  the  passing  of 
the  Tithe  Act  of  1836  had  now  been  in 
operation,  it  would  have  been  perfectly 
unnecessary  for  me  to  be  now  taking  up 
the  time  of  the  House  in  trying  to  drive 
home  the  extreme  grievances  of  the 
tenant  farmers.  If  that  Act  were  now 
in  operation  I  could — not  by  cutting  off 
my  nose  to  spite  my  face  or  vice  vered, 
but  in  a  rational  way — prevent  the  tithe 
owner  from  getting  money  from  the 
land  at  all.  Before  the  passing  of 
the  Commutation  Act  the  tithe  owner 
had  a  tenth  of  the  corn  and  a  tenth 
of  the  lambs  and  calves  bom  on 
the  iama,  but  he  had  no  share  whatever 
in  the  stock  bought  and  placed  on 
the  farm.  A  farmer  could,  therefore, 
lay  his  arable  lands  down  for  grass,  and 
had  the  Act  of  1836  not  been  passed 
tens  of  thousands  of  acres  of  land  in 
Essex  that  have  not  made  one  sou  in  late 
years  out  of  com  production  would 
have  been  laid  down  for  grass. 
We  could  have  so  manipulated  our 
farming  operations  that  the  tithe  would 
have  been  nU.  How  about  that  great 
sum  of  money  which  the  tithe  owners 
have  lost  by  the  bargain  of  1836?  This 
land  has  been  paying  5b.  or  6s.  per  acre 
in  tithe  during  these  years  of  depression, 
and  I  hope  that  when  we  touch  a  certain 
point  in  Committee  the  House  will  look 
at  the  subject  in  a  fair  and  equitable 
manner.     As  long  as    it    is    not     pro- 
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poeed  to  toach  the  corpus  of  the  tithe 
I  am  sangnine  we  shall  get  some  relief, 
if  it  is  only  of  a  temporary  nature,  for 
these  extraordinary  cases.     One  word  in 
reference    to    what    is  called    the  corn 
averages.     I   regret  that  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  skated  so 
lightly   over  that  question.      That  is  a 
very  important  question,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  well  if  the  House  were  asked 
to  deal  with  it  in  this  Bill.     I  was  one  of 
the  Committee  who   inquired  into  the 
question,  and  I  know  perfectly  well  that 
a  majority  of    that  Committee  did  not 
seem  very  much  inclined  to  recommend 
toy  great  re-opening  of  the  com  average 
question.       But    I     know    there    were 
practical  men   on   the   Committee   who 
most  anxiously  desired  a  re-opening  of 
the  question  ;    and   I   know   there    are 
thousands      of      agriculturists     in     the 
country  who  think  that  the  tithe  ques- 
tion will  never  be  satisfactorily  or  fairly 
settled  until  that  part  of  the  subject  is 
re-opened.     It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that 
about  the  period  of  the  passing  of  the 
Commutation  Act  there  was  sold  a  g^eat 
deal  of  cheap  corn,  which  is  now  consumed 
at  home.     That  class  of  com  does  not 
now,    therefore,    have     the     effect     of 
lowering  the  market  price  as  it  ought  to 
have.      Years   ago,  before   our   villages 
were   flooded    with    foreign    corn,    the 
inferior  com  was  of  great  marketable 
value.     When  there  was  a  bad  harvest 
nearly  all  the  wheat  had  to  g^  to  market, 
but  now  there   is  a  different  state  of 
things.     Only  the   finest  description  of 
wheat  is  now  thought  fit  to  make  into 
flour.    With  regard  to  the  question  of 
re-aale,  it  is  a  fact  that  com  is  now  sold 
10   times  over  as  compared   with  the 
nxmiber  of  times  it  was  sold  40  or  50 
years  ago.     At  that  time  it  was  a  matter 
of  great  expense  for  the  middleman  to 
travel  about  from  market    to   market, 
whereas  it  is  entirely  different  now ;  and 
a  great  deal  is  done  in  the  way  of  re-sale, 
and  as  re -sales  go  on  naturally  the  price 
of  the  com  keeps  increasing.   The  farmer 
kUb  it  to  a  dealer,  who   sells  it  to  a 
third  person,  who  "  bulks  "  it,  and  then 
sells  a  large  quantity  at  Mark  Lane  ;  and 
each  time  the  com  is  sold  the  price  finds 
its  way  into  the  corn  average,  which  is 
thus  made  higher  than  the  price  which 
the  farmer  gets  for  his  com.     The  ques- 
tion of  the  corn  average  is,  no  doubt,  a 
difScnlt  one,  and  I  do  not  wonder  that 


the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  gladly  escape  the  difficult  task  of  re- 
opening it ;  but  it  is  a  question  that  ought 
to  be  settled  in  a  statesmanlike  way. 
However,  if  I  talked  for  half  an  hour 
longer  on  the  subject  I  do  not  suppose  I 
should  get  any  nearer  the  point  I  am 
driving  at.  1  think  the  com  average 
question  ought  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration before  the  Bill  is  finally  dis- 
posed of,  and  if  there  is  a  Division  on  the 
question  I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in 
voting  for  the  Instruction.  Of  course, 
what  I  am  aiming  at  is  to  get  relief.  I 
am  trying  to  whittle  down  the  tithe 
temporarily,  and  in  a  fair  way,  in  those 
particularly  hard  cases  upon  wluch  I  have 
already  touched  to-night. 

(7.18.)  Mr.  H.  PARQUHABSON  (Dor- 
set, W.) :  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  address 
the  House  after  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Darwen  (Viscount 
Cranbome),  because  if  he  is  right  I  must 
be  entirely  wrong.  As  I  understand  it, 
it  is  the  tithe  owner  and  not  the  tithe- 
payer  who  is  reopening  this  question.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  a  sur- 
prise to  the  noble  Lord  to  hear  that  if 
you  add  4  per  cent,  whenever  the  tithe 
has  been  above  par  since  the  Commuta- 
tion Act,  and  if  you  deduct  4  per  cent, 
whenever  it  has  been  below  par,  you  find 
that  the  tithe  owner  has  for  every  £100 
of  tithe  received  £220.  From  that  it 
does  not  seem  that  the  tithe  owner  has 
lost.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  the 
tithe  owner  has  benefited  enormously  by 
the  Commutation  Act.  The  gross  pro- 
duce of  agriculture  at  the  present  time 
is  greater  than  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mutation ;  but  in  agriculture,  as  in  other 
industries,  with  a  larger  produce  the 
profits  are  now  smaller,  and  1  infer  that 
if  the  tithe  owner  were  to  come  down 
and  demand  one-tenth  of  the  whole  pro- 
duce there  would  be  such  an  outcry  in 
the  country  that  he  would  get  nothing  at 
all.  As  to  the  question  of  corn  averages, 
I  think  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  admits  that  there  is  some  little 
grievance.  He  tells  us  it  is  difficult  to 
re-arrange  the  com  average.  I  dare  say 
it  is,  and,  from  my  point  of  view,  it  is 
not  actually  necessary  to  re-arrange  it 
I  think  the  Government  might  strike 
an  average,  as  it  were,  and  say,  "We 
will  give  you  5  or  10  or  20  per  cent, 
reduction."  I  think  the  matter  could 
easily  be  met  by  some  concession  being 
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made  on  the  principle  of  a  general 
avera^.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  the  tithepayer  moat  re- 
member that  if  the  tithe  were  taken  on 
beef  and  wool  in  addition  to  com, 
the  tithepayer  would  saSer  very 
mucdi.  I  am  well  aware  of  that ; 
but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  if 
the  tithepayers  cannot  afford  to  pay  tithe 
on  com,  which  has  fallen  so  much  in 
vaJne,  they  could  not  pay  it  on  wool  and 
beef.  That,  I  think,  points  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  tithe  owners  are  getting 
more  than  they  resilly  ought  to  have. 
But  the  point  I  am  most  anxious  about 
is  the  enormous  loss  the  tithepayers 
have  incurred  by  the  Commutation  Act 
in  the  matter  of  rates.  When  the 
Commutation  Act  was  passed  the  old 
Poor  Law  had  only  just  been  abolished, 
and  at  that  time  rates  were  in  some  cases 
18s.  and  20&  in  the  .£1.  What  the  tithe 
owner  was  to  receive  was  based  on  the 
price  of  corn  for  the  last  seven  years, 
and  then  the  amount  of  rates  payable  by 
him  for  the  future  was  added.  In  the 
Library  are  the  Beports  of  the  Tithe 
Commissioners.  In  one  column  one  sees 
the  tithe  for  compensation,  and  in  the 
next  the  amount  added  for  rates.  In 
some  cases  where  the  amount  of  tithe 
was  jCSOO,  one  sees  that  £300  was  added 
in  order  to  enable  the  tithe  owner  to 
pay  the  rates  in  future.  I  have  two 
instances  here.  One  is  that  of  a  pairish 
in  Norfolk.  In  that  instance,  tho  tithe 
was  X215,  and  the  addition  was  £123, 
to  enable  the  tithe  owner  to  pay  the  poor 
rate,  which  was  then  lis.  6d.  in  the  £\, 
Last  year  the  i-ate  was  only  2s.  Id.,  so 
that  the  tithepayer  has  to  pay  this 
enormous  sum  of  £123  instead  of  £22. 
In  the  case  of  a  parish  in  Hampshire, 
the  tithe  was  £128,  and  to  this  £102 
was  added  for  rates.  At  that  time  the 
rates  were  16s.  in  the  £1 ;  last  year  the 
rate  was  only  2s.  7d.,  making  £16  instead 
of  £102.  I  maintain  that  the  tithepayers 
have  a  right  to  come  to  the  Government 
and  demand  justice  in  this  respect.  The 
tithe  owner  should  only  receive  precisely 
what  he  is  called  upon  to  pay  in  the  way 
of  rates,  besides  a  fair  amount  of  tithe. 
This  would  be  a  great  reUef  in  Norfolk, 
Suffolk,  and  Elssex.  Where  the  tithe  is 
found  to  be  so  oppressive  is  just  where 
the  poor  rates  are  so  enormously  high. 
I  quite  agree  that  the  tithe  owner  must 
live  ;  bnt  the  tithe  owner  must  not  live 
Mr.  H.  Farquharson 


upon  one  class  of  the  community  only- 
If  the  Government  neglect  the  case    of 
the  tithepayer  they  will  be  neglecting 
the  best  interests  of  the  Church,  because 
nothing    adds    more    to    the    agitation 
against  the  Established  Church  than  -tlie 
idea  that  people  are  called  upon  to  petj- 
an  unjust  amount  of  tithe  to  the  clex-gy 
of  the  Church  of  England.     I  hope  tluvt 
the     Government    will    agree    to    the 
Instruction  before  the  House. 
•(7-280.  Me.    SEALE-HAYISTE 
(Devonshire,     Ashburton)  :     I    under- 
stand   the    scope    of    this    Instruction 
is    now   confined    very    much    to    the 
question    of    the     grievances     of     the 
agricultural  classes  in  respect  to   corn 
averages,   and   it    is   to  that  one  point 
I    propose     to     address    myself.     The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  spoke 
just    now    of    the    Committee     which 
sat    two    years    ago,    of    which  I   had 
the  honour  to  be  a  member,  and  which 
was  appointed  to  deal  with  this  question. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has 
a  very  convenient  memory  with  regard 
to  what  took  place  before  the  Committee. 
Before    that    Committee    there    was    a 
universal   complaint  from  farmers  and 
agriculturists  of   the  manner  in  which 
corn  averages  are  taken.    Then  the  right 
hon.  Gbntieman  forgot  to  refer  to  the 
fact  that,  although  our  recommendations 
were  small,  nevertheless  they  were  dis- 
tinct on  this  point,  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  1882  should  be  more  vigilantly 
enforced.    Ample  evidence  came  before 
the  Committee  to  show  that  the  officials 
charged  with  taking  the  corn  averages 
did    not  fulfil    their    duty.     And    the 
Beturn  obtained  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Shropshire,   the   right  hon.    Gentleman 
is  perfectly   well  aware,  shows  that  in 
man^  markets  these  averages  are  struck 
on    an    amount    of    dealing    which    is 
perfectly  ridiculous,  probably  not  more 
than  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount 
of  dealing  in  some  special  oases.    This 
is  a  cause  of  complaint  in  almost  every 
agricultural     meeting.       Farmers    feel 
most     deeply    upon    this    and     other 
grievances.     The  method  of  taking  corn 
averages  is  by  no  means  a  new  question. 
It  was  dealt  with    by     the    Agricul- 
tural Commission,  who  reported  in  1882. 
Of    that  Commission    the    Minister  of 
Agriculture,     the     Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer,   and  the  President  of    the 
Local  Government  Board  were  members. 
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The  Commissioiiers  recommended  that 
the  tithe  rent-ch&rge  shoald  be  a  fixed 
smn,  and  that  it  shoald  be  paid  by  the 
landlord,  and  that  every  facility  should 
be  given  for  its  redemption.     In   the 
Bill  which  the  Government  have  intro- 
duced there  is  no  attempt  whatever  to 
deal  with  the  first  and    most    impor- 
tant   of    these    recommendations,    and 
the  grievances  of    the    tithepayer    are 
left  entirely  nntonched.    There  is  one 
special  grievance   which  has  not   been 
■tentioned.    It  is  this:  that  the  price 
upon  which  the  com  average  is  taken  is 
not  the  price  which  the  farmer  receives. 
I  know  that  in  my  part  of  the  oonntvy 
it  is  tiie  practice  of  the  farmers  to  sell 
iheircominthe  antumnat  a  low  price 
to  the  agents  who  go  round  the  country 
They  sell  it  in  order  to  get  the  money 
to  pay  their  rent.    That  com  is  sold  in 
the  market  at  an  enhanced  price.     The 
oonseqnence  is  the  farmer   has  to   pay 
Kore  than  his  &ir  share  under  the  pre- 
sent system  of  taking  averages.    The 
price  also,  it  should  be  noticed,   includes 
the  cost  of  transit,  warehousing,   insur- 
ance, and  merchant's  profits.    None  of 
these  things  are  part  of  the  produce  of  the 
soil,  and,  as  we  all  know,  this  additional 
cost  was  nev^r  contemplated  by  the  tithe- 
pajrer  when  the  Tithe  Commutation  Act 
was  passed,  and  I  say  they  are  manifestly 
nnjust.     For  my  part,  I  sincerely  rejoice 
at  the  Government  proposal,  that  land- 
lords are  in  future  to  pay  the  tithe,  be- 
cause, if  it  passes,  the  tithe  will  have  to  be 
paid  by  the  landlord  outof  his  own  pocket 
When  the  landlord  pays  the  money  him- 
self, and  becomes  aware  of  these  griev- 
ances, he  will  begin  to  inquire  to  what 
purposes    this    tithe     is    applied,  and 
he    will    find    that    it    is    applied    to 
the  purpose  of  the  EMablished  Church. 
I  am  confident  that  nothing  which  has 
been    done,     even    by    the    Liberation 
Society,  is  more  likely  to  bring  about  a 
speedy  consideratiou  of  the  question  of 
the  Disestablishment  of  the  Church  than 
this  BiU.    I  disclaim  any  desire  whatever 
to  whittle  down  the  tax.     All  I  ask  for 
on  the  part  of  the  tithepayers  is  justice 
in  the  method  of  levying  it.     Whether 
tiie  tithe  is  applied  to  the  purposes  of 
the  Church  or  to  sscular  purposes,  or 
whether  it  is  to  be  applied  to  education, 
are  not  at  all  questions  before  us ;  but 
of  this  I  am  confident,  that   to  what- 
ever purpose  the  tithe  is  applied,  unless 


it  is  levied  justly  and  &irly,  so  long  will 
it  be  a  subject  of  grievance  on  the  part 
of  the  tithepayer.  And  those  gentlemen 
who  are  anxioas  to  keep  up  the  value  of 
tithe,  for  whatever  purpose  it  may  be, 
cannot  do  better  than  assist  us  in  en- 
deavouring to  secure  that  that  tithe  shall 
be  levied  justly  and  fairly,  and  then  I  am 
confident  that  tithe  property  will  be  per- 
fectly safe. 

•(7.40.)    Me.  STANLEY  LEIQHTON 
(Oswestry,  Shroj  shire) :  I  am  sure  we 
roust  all  be  willing  that  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Meml«r  opposite,  tihat  this 
question    should    be    dealt    with    in  a 
scrupulous  spirit  of  fairness,  should  be 
followed.   My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Pre- 
sident of  the   Board  of  Trade  put  this 
crucial  question  to  hon.  Members,  and  not 
one  of  them  attempted  to  reply  toit — "Are 
you  prepared  to  have  such  a  revision  of 
tithe  rent-charge   as  will   relieve   those 
who  are  paying  too  much,  and  put  an 
adequate    portion    of    the     burden    on 
those     who    are    paying     too    little  f" 
A  large  amount  of  land  in  this  country 
has  risen  enormously  in  rental  since  the 
Commutation  Act.     No  one  has  ventured 
to  propose  that  such  land  should  be  re- 
valued, and  that  a  higher  tithe  rent- 
charge  should  be  put  upon  it.     The  hon. 
Member  who  moved  this  Amendment 
made     this    startling    assertion.       He 
said   that  all  the  produce  of  the  &rm 
since  the  Tithe  Commutation  Act  was 
passed  has  &dlen  in  value,  and,  therefore, 
that  the  owners  of  the    land  have  a 
claim    for  a   reduction   of    tithe   rent- 
charge.      Com,   it  so   happens,   is  the 
only    produce     of     the     farm     which 
has  fallen.     Hay  and  straw  have  gone 
up  very  much.     Meat  has  gone  up  44 
per  cent. ;  dairy  produce  40  per  cent. ; 
potatoes  50    per    cent.     I    quote  from 
Mulhal's  book  upon  Etgricultnral  prices. 
The  position  of  the  tithe  rent  owner  has 
been  prejudiced  since  the  passing  of  the 
Commutation  Act,  while  the  position  of 
the  landowner  has  become   better.     In 
1836  the  rents  on  titheable  land  were 
calculated  at  £33,000,000,  and  the  tithe 
rent-charge   was   fixed    at    £4,200,000. 
Now  rents  are  £45,000,000,  and  the  tithe 
rent-charge  is  £3,200,000 — a  decrease  of 
22  per  cent.     But  we  must  look  still 
further  at  the  equity  of  the  case  between 
the  landowner  and  the  tithe  rent-charge 
owner.     At  the  time  of  the  Commutation 
Act,  Daniel  Whittle    Harvey,  a   great 
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auiihority,  said  the  enactment  would 
put  £4,000,000  into  the  pockets 
of  the  landowner.  We  know  that 
the  gross  tithe  was  then  £6,400,000, 
and  that  £2,400,000  was  instantly 
placed  in  the  pockets  of  the 
landowners  as  the  difference  between 
the  gross  and  net  value  of  the  tithe,  all 
that  rast  sum  went  at  once  into  the  land- 
owner's pocket.  And  since  that  time,  as 
has  been  pointed  out  by  quotations  from 
Sir  James  Gaird,  the  landlords  have 
received  £2,000,000  a  year,  which  they 
would  not  have  had  if  the  old  system  of 
participation  had  continued,  and  a  tithe 
of  the  produce  had  been  taken  by  the 
tithe  owner.  The  consequence  is,  tlmt  the 
landowner  has,  thro\igh  the  Commu- 
tation Act,  profited  to  the  amount  of 
£4,400,000  a  year  at  the  expense  of  the 
tithe  owner.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  property,  one-fourth  of  the 
tithe  rent-charge  is  in  the  hands  of  lay 
holders,  and  must  not  be  regarded  as 
ecclesiastical  property.  We  are  not  con- 
sidering a  clerical  question  to-day.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  re-assessment  of  the 
tithe  rent-chai^,  in  certain  cases  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  owner  under 
the  Commutation  Act  had  a  right  to 
limit  the  tithe  rent-charge  to  particular 
parts  of  his  property,  bo  as  to  relieve 
other  portions  of  his  estate;  he  had  a 
discretion  in  allocating  the  tithe  rent- 
oharge  pretty  much  as  he  liked,  and  so 
in  a  great  many  cases  it  is  found  that 
the  land  is  heavily  tithed  in  some  places 
and  very  lightly  tithed  in  others  ;  yet  it 
is  now  argued  that,  although  this  arrange- 
ment was  made  by  his  own  action,  the 
land  owner  is  to  receive  relief  in  the 
case  of  the  heavier  tithe  without  aay 
adequate  increase  being  put  upon  the 
land  that  has  been  lightly  tithed.  The 
hon.  Member  below  me  has  said  that  a 
deduction  of  5  per  cent,  or  6  per  cent, 
ought  to  be  made  all  round.  Does  the 
hon.  Member  know  what  that  really 
means  ?  It  means  that  £200,000  a  year 
on  the  commutation  value  shall  be 
handed  over  to  the  land  owner,  or  if  we 
capitalise  the  £200,000  a  year  that  a 
capital  vajue  of  something  like  £6,000,000, 
on  consideration  of  this  measure  of 
justice  being  allowed  to  pass,  shall 
be  paid  to  him.  I,  for  one,  repudiate 
such  a  Bu^estion,  and  I  say  that  the 
land  owners  generally  do  not  claim 
so  inordinate  an  amount  as  the  condition 
Mr.  Stanley  Leighton 


of  passingan  act  of  justice  Agooddealh&B 
been  said  about  com  averages,  and,  al- 
though I  do  not  wish  to  go  much  into 
detail  on  this  question,  I  desire  to  point 
out  how  some  of  the  suggestions  maide 
before  the  Com  Average  Committee 
would  raise,  and  not  lower,  the  avenges. 
We  find  that  oats  form  a  very  small 
portion  of  the  Betnms  compared  to 
what  are  sold,  and  it  is  in  evidence 
that  if  the  Bietnms  of  oats  were  pro- 
perly made  the  tithe  rent-charge  would 
be  considerably  laised.  Again,  it  was 
suggested  that  we  should  not  take  the 
market  price,  but  rather  the  value  of  the 
com  on  the  farms.  But  there  are  two 
objections  to  this :  the  first  is  that  if  the 
farm  value  were  taken  that  would  not 
be  the  market  price,  and  the  tithe  rent- 
charges  were  commuted  into  the  market 
price  of  com ;  and  the  other  is, 
that  the  best  com  is  not  sent  into  the 
market.  The  best  com  is  the  seed 
com,  and  that  com  never  comes  into  the 
calculation.  Mr.  Pell,  who  is  a  good 
authority,  informed  us  that  if  the  seed 
corn  were  taken  into  the  averages,  the 
tithe  rent-charge  would  be  very  largely- 
increased.  Therefore,  those  who  desire 
that  the  whole  of  the  com  pro- 
duced in  England  should  be  taJcen 
into  consideration  in  striking  the 
averages,  and  not  merely  the  com 
sold  in  the  market,  are  TnnTfing  a 
proposal  that  would  raise  the  com  aver- 
agre  instead  of  lowering  it.  These  are 
some  of  the  reasons  why  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  impossible  to  accept  the  Instruction 
of  the  hon.  Member  opposite.  Neverthe- 
less, I  should  have  no  hesitation  in 
welcoming,  if  it  could  be  carried  out,  a 
re-consideration  of  the  whole  question, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  tithe  rent- 
chai^ge  owners  would  be  able  to  make 
out  so  strong  ease  in  their  own  favour, 
that  a  Parliament  would  be  obliged,  as  a 
bimple  matter  of  justice,  to  raise,  by  a 
very  considerable  percentage,  the  amount 
of  the  tithe  rent-charge  throughout  the 
Kingdom. 

*(7.52.)  Mr.  STUART  RENDEL 
(Montgomeryshire) :  I  believe  I  am  re- 
presenting the  opinion  of  the  g^reat 
majority  of  the  Welsh  Members  when  I 
say  that  they  sympathise  with  this 
Instruction.  We  do  this  in  an  honest 
and  sincere  way,  because  we  are  not  so 
greatly  affected  and  interested  as  England 
is  in  this  matter.    The  anomalies,  which 
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form  a  grave  feature  of  this  tithe  question, 
and  which  aretonched  by  this  Instraction, 
are  bad  enonorh  in  Wales,  bat  are  less 
felt  in  the  Principality  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  Kingdom.  Nevertheless, 
Wales  is  in  sympathy  with  this  Instruc- 
tion, because  we  feel  that  we  are 
responsible  for  the  introduction  of 
tiiis  measure — that  if  it  were  not  for 
Wales  there  would  have  been  no  Bill  of 
this  nature  no^  before  the  House ;  so 
it  is  we  who  are  the  unfortunate  cause 
of  the  stereotyping,  and  giving  further 
sanction  in  life  to  the  worst  anomalies  of 
titiie,  and  so  bringing  upon  the  English 
&rmer8  of  the  Eastern  Counties  a 
grievons  injury  which  they  had  done 
nothing  to  provoke  or  deserve.  It  is  on 
fiuB  ground  our  goodwill  is  given  to 
this  Instruction.  The  fact  is,  that  the 
Government  of  the  farmers'  friends  love 
the  Welsh  clergy  better  than  they  do  the 
English  agriculturists,  and  that  is  the 
main  reason  why  they  are  endeavouring  to 
cany  this  measure.  We  Welsh  Members 
feel  that  we  are  bound  to  vote  for  this 
Instruction,  becanse  unless  it  be  carried 
the  measure  is  one  that  will  aggravate 
the  situation  in  Wales,  without  redressing 
the  crying  grievances  in  England.  The 
Welsh  people  are  lovers  of  justice,  and 
thej  believe  it  to  be  a  most  unreasonable 
thing  to  attempt  to  make  a  tithe  mea- 
sure a  measure  of  police,  without,  at  the 
same  time,  touching  any  of  the  admitted 
inequalities  and  inequities  in  the  inci- 
dence of  tithe,  even  though  Wales 
(ofierB,  comparatively  speaking,  less  than 
Bngland  from  such  inequalities.  At 
the  same  time,  Welshmen  cannot  iavour 
a  deliberate  attempt  to  whittle  away  the 
property  in  tithe,  such  as  that  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Maldon  (Mr.  Gray) 
frankly  avowed. 

Mb.  gray  :  I  only  said  temporarily. 
•Mb.  STUART  RENDEL:  I  am  glad 
to  hear  the  hon.  Gentleman  make  that 
correction,  because  there  is  necessarily  a 
great  difference  in  principle  between  a 
mere  temporary  abatement,  such  as  a 
fiir  landlord  might  make  under  excep- 
tional circumstances  in  rant,  and  any 
fixed  reduction  of  a  general  character. 
We  do  not  proposs  that  the  national  pro- 
perty in  tithe  should  be  managed  on 
principles  less  reasonable  and  just  than 
the  property  of  private  individuals.  But 
I  fear  that  l^e  feeUng  we  have  on  the 
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subject  of  tithe  extends  far  beyond  the 
scope  of  this  Instruction,  and  we  earnestly 
hoped  for  opportunities  of  expressing  our 
opinion  in   some  other  Instructions  upon 
the  Paper  which  express  our  particular 
views.     Rumours  have  reached  us  which 
are  unfavourable  to  our  hopes   in  this 
direction.     This  will  not  affect  the  oppo- 
sition which  the  Welsh  Members  feel  it 
to  be  theirduty  to  offer  to  this  Bill  at  every 
stage  and  on  every  possible  opp  )rtuniiy. 
We  support  this  Instruction  because  we 
feel  that    the  Government    are   sharp- 
ening the    law,     adding    fresh    terrors 
to  it,  and  creating   new  and  unheard-of 
b'abilities  by  a  measure  for  the   collec- 
tion of  tithe  in  Wales  without  touching 
even   with   their   little  finger  the  most 
extravagant  and  intolerable  grievances 
in  the  incidence  of  tithe       The  passing 
into    law    of    the     Bill     as    it    standa 
would     simply     have     the     effect    of 
creating   further    and    more    extended 
trouble    in    Wales,    and     in     causing- 
that  trouble,  in  all  probability,  to  extend 
into     England ;    and     all     this     even 
without  that  scant  measure  of  compen- 
sation and  redress  of  anomalies  for  the 
agricultural    intsrest    which   might    at- 
least  have   been  looked  for    from    the  - 
f  ramers  of  the  Bill,  who  have  arrogated 
to  themselves  so  unjustly  the   special 
title  of  the  Farmers'  Friends. 
•(7-58.)    Mr.     H.     KNATCHBULL- 
HUGESSEN     (Kent,     Faversham) :    I 
desire  to  offer  only  a  very  few  observa- 
tions, and   will  not  detain  the   House 
more  than  a  moment  or  two  in  so  doing. 
I  believe  it  is  only  by  a  re- valuation  that  - 
the  ultimate  solution  of  this  problem  can 
be  arrived  at.     I  could  not  support  the 
Instruction  on  the  ground  on  which  it  ■ 
has  been  moved,  because  the  effect  of  it 
would  be  to  wreck  this  Bill,  and  perhapa- 
the  Government  also ;  but  inasmuch  as  I ' 
understand  that,  according  to  the  ruling 
of  the  Chair,  the  Instruction  will  apply 
only  to  a  revision  of  the  com  averages,  I 
should  be  inclined  to  support  it  upon 
that  understanding. 

(8.0.)  Mb.  J.  BRYN  ROBERTS 
(Carnarvonshire,  Eifion) :  I  think  there 
ought  to  be  some  modification  of  the 
settlement  of  1836.  We  find  that  in 
many  cases  the  burden  of  the  tithe  is  so 
great  that  it  is  driving  the  land  out  of 
cultivation.  I  hold  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  there  should  be  some  re- 
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arrangement.     We  are  told  that  the  re- 
ariangement   would  only  aSact    a   few 
tananta.     Bat  supposing  that  the  present 
Bjstem,  instead  of  mjoriooslj  affecting  a 
few   tenants    affected  the  entire  com- 
munity, it  would  be  at  once  felt  that,  in 
the  interests  of  pablic  order,  a  re-settle- 
ment was  absolutely  necessary.     If  the 
settlement    arrived  .  at  has  operated  in 
particnlar  cases  so  ns  ti  ruin  certain 
agriculturists,  surely  in   regard   to   such 
cases  a  necessity  is  made  ont  for  revision. 
There  is  another  reason  why  I  feel  it 
almost    impossible  to    vote  against  this 
Instruction  ;  and  it  is  that  if  this  Bill  is 
passed  in  its  present  form,  as  it  possibly 
may  be,  those  who  are  now  suffering  any 
hardships  with  respect  to   tithe  will  be 
able  to  obtain  no  i^dress.     The  only  op- 
portunity of  sacuring  such  redress  is  by 
taking  advantage  of  this  Bill ;  and  if  that 
chance  is  allowed  to  go  by,  another  op- 
portunity is  not  likely  again  to  occur  ; 
and,  therefore,  I  feel  it  impossible  to  vote 
against  any  lastmotion  which  will  afford 
an  opportunity  of  extending  the  scope  of 
the  Bill  in  the  interests  c^  those  who  are 
now     suffering     hardships     from     the 
incidence  of  the  tithe.     In  supporting 
this  Instruction  we  are  simply  giving  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  in  Committee 
thesa  grievances;  we    are   not    pledg- 
ing   ourselves     to     the     adoption    of 
any     particular    policy   in     regard    to 
them.     With   n-gard    to    the    question 
of   corn   averages    I   cannot   altogether 
agree    with    what  fell  from    the  hon. 
Member  for    the    Maldcm    Division  of 
Essex.     Ue. pointed  out  with  consider- 
able force  that,  owing  to  the  immense 
reduction  in  the  price  of  corn,  only  the 
best  corn  now  goes  to  market.     That  is 
so  ;   but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  corn 
could  be  quite  as  profitably  used  on  the 
farm.     Again,  at  the  time  of  the  Tithe 
Commutation  Act,  the  inferior  as  well  as 
the   best  corn  was  readily  sold  on  the 
market,  whereas  only  the  bast  com  is 
now  sold.  As  to  the  question  of  re-sales, 
I  quite  agree  that  very  often  these  re- 
sales are  brought  under  consideration  in 
fixing  the  average  price,  and  some  corn 
may  be  sold  over  and  over  again  in  the 
markets   from  which  the  Returns  are 
made.     But  that  fact  in  itself  does  not 
prove  the  necessity  of  a  revision  of  the 
system.     It  is  necessary  to  prove  that 
this  state  of  things  did  -  not  exist  at  the 
J/r.  J.  Bri/n  Roberts 


time  of  the  passing  of  the  Tithe  Com- 
mutation Act.  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  Launoeston  Division  has  made  a  very 
different  point.  He  has  pointed  out 
that  the  best  com  is  not  now  sent  to 
market,  as  it  is  used  as  seed  com.  But 
that  does  not  affect  the  question  at  all ; 
I  believe  that  at  the  time  the  Tithe 
Commutation  Act  was  passed,  the  best 
corn  was  not  sent  to  market,  and  that 
the  averages  were  fixed' on  the  value  of 
the  corn  that  was  sent.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Oswestry  Division  has 
suggested  that  the  reduction  of  5  per 
cent,  for  the  purposes  of  collection 
amounts  in  the  aggregate  to  £200,000  a 
year,  and  that  the  capital  value  is  some- 
thing like  £2,000,000.  Bui  if,  as  he 
suggests,  that  is  a  latge  sum  for  the 
clei^gy  to  be .  called  upon  to  pay,  sacely 
it  is  an  equally  large  amount  to  take  out 
of  the  pocketo  cf  starving  farmers 'who 
are  absolutely  unable  to  make  any  profit 
whatsoever  out  of  the  land.  I  think 
that  that  argument  was  a  very  weak  one 
indeed. 

(8.12.)    The    PRESIDENT    op    the 
BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chap- 
ux,  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  I  think  that 
the  time  has  now  arrived  when  we  nosy 
take  a  Division  and  make  some  progress. 
I  have  been  challenged  with  rogeud  to  a 
Petition  I  have  presented  to  the  House 
on  this  subject,  but,  without  referring'  in 
any  -way  to  the  terms  of  the  prayer  of 
that  Petition.   I   repudiate   any  respon- 
sibility for  it.     It  is  the  common  practice 
of  Membars  to  present  Petitions,  with  the 
prayers  of  which  they  do  not  in  any  V9,j 
identify  themselves.     One  of  my   hon. 
Friends  has  spoken  of  the  great  hard- 
ships of  tenant  farmers  under  the  present 
condition    of    agriculture,    and   has  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  there  should  be 
nothing  to  relieve  their  condition  in  the 
present  Bill.     I  cannot  help  thinking 
that,  as  far  as  the  tenant  farmers  of  this 
country   are  concerned,  their  position  is 
greatly   exRggerated.       Nobody    denies 
that  there    has   been   a  long    period   of 
agricultural    depression ;  bat,  then,  the 
rents  of  farmers  have  been  reduced,  and 
in  any  cases  wherd  the  tenants  paid  tithe, 
the  first  representation  to  the  landlord  on 
the  question  of  reduction  of  rent  always 
has  been  that  he  should  pay  the  tithe 
himself.     I  speak  with  some   personal 
experience  on  this  matter.     It  is   true 
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I  admit,  that  there  may  be  considerable 
hardship  in  the  present  state  of  things  as 
regards  landowners  and  yeomen  who 
cultivate  their  own  lands,  but  I  confess 
I  am  not  able  to  follow  my  hon.  Friends 
in  the  methods  by  which  they  propose  to 
relieve  them  from  the  difficulties  under 
which  they  labour  at  present.  By 
adopting  the  proposed  Instruction  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  they  will  not  be 
telnng  a  step  which,  so  far  from  lighten- 
ing those  difficulties,  will  have.  ^  precisely 
opposite  effect.  If  the  question  of  com 
averages  be  re-opened  in  one  direction 
against  the  tithe  owner,  surely  it  will  be 
comewhat  difficult,  with  fairness,  to 
tefose  to  listen  to  appeals  in  other 
directions  which  may  be  in  favour  of  the 
tithe  owner.  I  admit  that,  if  the  calcu- 
lation were  made  upon  wheat  alone,  the 
position  of  the  tithepayer  would  be  con- 
siderably benefited.  If  wheat  alone  at 
the  present  moment  had  been  taken,  the 
£100  of  tithe  rent-charge  in  1836  would 
now  be  worth  £59  13s.  Supposing,  on 
the  other  band,  it  had  been  based  on 
meat  alone,  the  £100  tithe  rent-charge  in 
1836  would  now  be  £133.  Supposing 
wheat  and  meat  had  been  taken  together, 
the  tithe  then  would  be  £96  6s.,  as  com- 
pared with  £78  10s.,  the  actiial  average 
at  the  present  time.  Or  it  might 
be  taken  upon  wheat,  meat,  and  barley 
and  oats  as  well,  and  the  position  then 
would  be  that  it  would  be  worth  £93  6s. 
instead  [of  £78  lOs.  These  are  matters 
which  deserve  very  serious  considera- 
tion. Moreover,  the  InstrucMon  is  so 
wide  in  its  terms  that  it  is  not  confined 
by  any  means  to  com  averages,  and  I  sub 
mit  it  is  a  question  which  hon.  Gentlemen 
should  donsider  whether  they  may  not 
rather  be  defeating  instead  of  helping  the 
veiy  interest  they  desire  to  support  by 
voting  for  the  Instruction  now  under  the 
eonsideration  of  the  House. 
•(8.50.)  Me.  C.  a  gland  (Cornwall, 
laonceston) :  I  think  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  laJst  addressed  the  House  ought 
not  to  be  left  without  reply.  I  undei- 
stood  him  to  say  there  was  great  reason 
for  tho83  who  called  for  a  revision  of 
tithe  to  be  cautious  in  the  extent  to 
which  they  urged  their  claim  ;  and  I 
gathered  from  what  he  said  that  it 
might  be  proved,  especially  from  figures 
which  he  brought  before  us,  which  are 
interesting  no  doubt,  and  very  applicable, 


that  the  result  of  the  revision  of  tithe 
might  be  that  the  tithepayers  generally 
through  the  country  might  suffer  very 
considerably  by  a  general  revision  of 
tithe  all  round.  Very  likely  that  might 
b3  true  ;  but  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  do  was  this :  he  entirely 
failed,  as  far  as  I  can  gather,  to  prove 
that,  if  a  revision  of  tithe  took  place  in 
the  direction  asked  for  by  Members 
representing  the  East  of  England,  such 
a  revision  would  entitle  the  tithe 
owners  in  other  parts  of  England  fo 
claim  that  the  assessment  of  tithes  should 
be  revi.sed  in  their  favour.  The  claim 
was  pressed  upon  the  House  with  very 
strong  argument,  very  good  reason,  and 
in  a  moderate  manner  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  moved  this  Instruction, 
and  also  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Essex, 
and  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other 
side  oif  the  House,  the  Member  for 
Maldon.  I  understand  their  point  to 
be  this  :  that  the  condition  of  agriculture 
at  present  prevailing  in  districts  repre- 
sented by  tbem  are  so  widely  different 
from  what  they  were  at  the  time  when 
the  tithe  assessnient  was  originally 
made,  that  they  would  have  a  fair  claim 
for  a  revision.  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  his  speech  intro- 
ducing the  Bill,  I  think,  admitted  that 
tithe  is  national  property.  If  that 
admission  holds  good,  I  think  it  will 
be  at  once  allowed  that,  supposing  we  can 
prove  that  the  amount  claimed  in  the 
shape  pf  tithe  from  agricultural  produce 
is  unduly  large  in  any  part  of  England,  the 
claim  ought  to  be  moderated.  Un5oul)t.- 
edly,  if  there  prevail  a  lasting  and  con- 
tinued sense  of  unfairness,  a  sense  that  tbe 
settlement  under  which  tithe  payers  are 
holding  their  farms  or  estates  is  unfair, 
an  expression  of  that  feeling  is  certain  to 
find  voice  in  this  House,  sooner  or  later, 
to  obtain  redress.  I  contend  that,  while 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  already 
spoken,  representing  districts  in  the  East 
of  England,  are  in  a  position  to  make 
out  their  case,  and  are  able  to  tell  us 
that  the  conditions  of  agriculture  have 
so  much  changed  since  the  year  1836, 
that  they  are  entitled  to  a  remission  of 
the  tithe  in  the  interest  of  the  tithe- 
payer  rather  than  the  tithe  owner, 
members  from  other  parts  of  England, 
certainly  1  from  the  West,  should  be  pre- 
pared to  say  that  we  can  hold  out  our 
E  2 
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owners,  and  we  can 
urged  by  the  tithe  owner  in 
revision  of  tithe  in  hk.Jnterest.  Un- 
doubtedly, at  the  time  when 
ment  of  old  tithe  was  made  under 
Act  of  1836,  com,  the  staple  product 
the  Eastern  Counties  of  England,  and,  of 
coui-se,  of  certain  other  districts,  was  a 
much  more  important  commodity  in  the 
English  mnrket  than  it  is  now.  The 
production  of  com  by  the  English  farmer 
was  a  very  much  more  important  part  of 
agriculture,  and  the  amount  produced  by 
him  was  very  much  larger  than  it  is  now. 
It  may  be  that  in  other  parts  of  England 
the  same  or  any  similar  change  has  not 
taken  place  in  agriculture.  I  think  such 
change  would  have  to  be  proved  before  it 
could  be  said  that  the  tithe  owner  had  a 
fair  claim  to  revision  in  his  interest  of  the 
assessment  of  the  tithe.  A  great  deal  has 
been  said  about  the  subject  of  com  aver- 
ages. I  must  confess  that,  for  my  part,  I 
am  unable  to  take  the  view  which  has 
been  expressed  with  reference  to  com 
averages  by  some  Members  who  have 
supported  this  Instruction.  I  was  a 
Member  of  the  Committee  which  sat 
some  years  ago,  and  I  quite  concurred  in 
the  recommendation  that  the  law  with 
regard  to  the  taking  of  com  averages 
ought  to  be  more  strictly  enforced.  I 
believe,  myself,  that  the  arrangements 
under  which  the  averages  are  taken  is 
an  equitable  arrangemeut  if  it  is  carried 
out  properly,  and  no  change,  so  far  as  I 
can  make  out,  was  advocated,  or  even 
suggested,  by  any  of  the  witnesses  who 
came  before  that  Committee  which 
would  materially  alter  the  position  of 
the  tithepayer.  As  I  understand,  the 
actual  state  of  the  facts  is  this  :  In  the 
year  1836,  when  the  assessment  had  to 
be  made  before  the  commutation  of  tithe, 
some  adequate  measure  of  the  purchasing 
value  of  a  sum  of  money,  which  was  to 
represent  the  tithe  for  the  future,  had 
to  be  found,  and  that  was  found  in  the 
com  averages  which  were  at  that  time, 
and  had  been  long  before,  taken  in 
severaldifferentmarket towns  of  England. 
I  beUeve  that  a  great  deal  of  the  com- 
plaint that  has  been  alluded  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Maldon  Division  of 
Essex,  and  some  others,  that  the  com 
averages  do  not  fairly  represent  what 
the  tithe  ought  to  be  is  grounded  on  the 
Jfr.  C.  Adand 
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pssment  does  not 

3pared  to  admit 
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\"^.     It  is  only 
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general  produce.     Every  parish  assessed 
Itself  upon  its  own    general    produce, 
whether  the  produce  was  corn  or  ^in- 
cultural  produce  of  many  kinds ;  and, 
Ithough  the  assessment  was  felt  to  be  a 
,romise,it  was  only  to  be  variabfe 
jr  to  the  septennial  average.    K 
accorai^^jjj^^  tithe  ought  to  be  revised 
you  claini'<fc^g^  ^  ^jjo  tithe  owner  in 
in   the  inteJifc.  ^^j^^  ^qj^   districts  yon 
other  districtsX;^  ^}^^  condition  of  agri- 
have  to  prove  thaN  i^gp  districts  has  so 
culture  in  those  oti 
changed     since    the 
themselves  that  the  asi 
hold  good.     I  am  not  p) 
that  the   condition    of 
those  districts  has  changeS  Sets  of  Eng- 
in  the  com  producing  distil  VjJon  of  the 
land,  I  believe,  that  a  reviN*ect.    I  db 
tithe  will  have  any  serious  efl^ional  pro- 
not  wish  to  see  the  tithes,  as  nat'  ^y  are  to 
perty,  whittled  away ;  but  if  th^^^vance,  I 
be  the   source  of  perpetual  grieHrep ared 
do  not  think  the  House  will  be  pT*de  fors 
to  long  resist  demands  clearly  ma^VlteDied 
revision  such  as  will  lead  to  the  con^a  tax. 
payment  of  what  has  been  called  T 
I  think  it  is  an  open  question  whl^  of 
the  measure  of  the  purchasing  valnwie 
the  tithe  fixed  in  1836  still  remains 
best  possible  measure,  and  whether  oth' 
articles  of  produce  besides  corn  ongh'' 
not  to  be  included  in  the  framing  of 
measure  of  value.  Undoubtedly,  in  1836 
com  was  the  staple  of  the  agricultural 
markets  of    England.     That    has    now 
ceased  to  be  the  case,  and  you  now  have 
increasing   amounts    of    dairy    produce 
coming  into  the  markets  every  year.    To 
arrive  at  the  real  purchasing  value  of 
the   tithe  I  think  it  is  right  that  we 
should  go  carefully  into  the  question  of 
whether  we  cannot  arrive  at  a  more 
equitable  and  less   variable  system  by 
taking  into  consideration   other  articles 
of    produce.     I    think    the   Instruction 
which    has    been    moved    covers    that 
ground ;  and  as  we  are  dealing  with  the 
tithe,  I  think  the  opportunity  is  a  fitting 
one,  and  I  shall  support  the  Instruction. 
I  am  not  anxious  for  a  general  revision  of 
the  tithe,  but  I  am  content  to  support  the 
claims  of  those  Members  who  represent 
the  losing  districts,   and  who  say  that 
they  should  b6  placed  in  a  more  iais  posi- 
tion than  that  they  at  present  occupy. 
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•(9.7.)    Mb.    BOWEN    ROWLANDS 
(Gardigansbire) :    Unless    better    argu- 
ments against  this  Instruction  can   be 
given  than  some  of  those  which  we  have 
heard  from  the  Benches  opposite,  I  shall 
certainly  vote  for  it ;  but  I  must  guard 
myself  and  my  constituency  as  to  future 
action,  especially  having   regard   to  the 
light  in  which  the  subject  is  regarded  in 
Wales.    The  speech  of  the  Minister  for 
Agricnltore  I  look  upon  as  holding  out 
to  US  a  most  tempting  inducement  to 
^port  the  Instruction,  because,   unless 
I  misunderstand  him,  he  said  that  it 
^ras  well  within  the  bounds  of  reason- 
ahle  probability  that   if  the    corn  ave- 
nges were  re-opened  the  general  average 
of  tiihe  paid  on  com  would   be  likely 
to  be  increased.     It  is  well-known  that 
4he  Welsh   Liberal  Members — who  are 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Members  from 
Wales — and  the  Welsh  people  loDk  upon 
tithe  as  naitional   property,   and    think 
that   every   efEort    should  be  made   to 
conserve  it,  and,  therefore,  they  desire 
to  do  all  they  can  to  prevent  anything 
— ^whether  Instruction,  Amendment,  or 
Bill — which  would  have  a  tendency  to 
bitter  it  away  or  diminish  its    entire 
value.  Whilst   reserving  to  myself  the 
fullest  liberty  of  action  in  the  event  of 
fature  legislation,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  if  there  are   hardships    in    some 
dktrictj,  it    would  be  unjust  to  refase 
to   recognise,    by    voting    for  the    In- 
staiction,    that   those  cases  should  be 
dealt  with  in  some  way.      The  Mover 
has    framed     the    Instaruction    widely, 
having  confidence  In  the  after-action  of 
the  Committee,  and  so  desires  to  leave  it 
unfettered;   while,   at    the  same  time, 
be  gives  a  general  sketch  of  the  exist- 
ence of  those  grievances  which  call  for 
k  alleviation,     lliere  are   two  classes  on 
1  vhom  these  grievances  are  said  to  press. 
lOne  class    is    the    landowners,   though 
|I  confess   I   am    not  particularly   con- 
ned    with    their    special    hardships, 
I  which  are  more    than  compensated  for 
[by  the    benefits    Providence    has  oon- 
Merred  upon  them;    but  if  there  is  a 
grievance    in   their  case   which  would 
oome  continually    before   the  House  it 
onght   to  be  dealt  with.      The    other 
^hsg  is    that    of    yeomen  and  tenant 
^nners,  and  in  their  case  I  cannot   but 
^eelthat  any  hardship  they  may  meet 
With  under  the  present  system  is  a  fair 


and  proper  subject  for  the  consideration 
of   the  Oommittce.     I    rose    simply  to 
express  the  grounds  upon  which  I  think 
it  right  to  support  the  Instruction,  and 
to  say  that  I  would  not  do  so  if  I  thought 
its  effect  would  be  to  bring  about  a  per- 
manent diminution  of  the  tithe  property, 
which   I  hope   later  on  will  be    made 
available     for    purposes    more    strictly 
national,  in  the  broad  sense  of  the  word, 
than  at  present  is  the  case. 
*(9.14.)    Mb.      JEFFBEYS     (Hants, 
Basingstoke  :  I  desire  to  point  out  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  carrying  of  the 
Instruction.     We   should    obetmot  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  in  order  to  provide 
for    a    general    revision  of    tithe,  and 
although  the  tithe  would  be  reduced  in  a 
few  hard  cases  in  Essex,  Sussex,  and 
Berkshire,   and  in  very  few   instances 
in  Hampshire,  yet  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases  it  would  be  increased,  and  those 
who  are  interested  in  agriculture  ought 
to  be  warned  that  in  this  way  great  hard- 
ship would  be  caused  in  the  North   and 
in  the  Midlands.     On  some  com  land  the 
tithe  is  exceptionally  high,  but  on  grass 
land  it  is  exceptionally  low,  and  if  the 
tithe  is  re-adjusted  in  the  one  case,  it 
will  have  to  be  re-adjusted  in  the  other. 
At  the  timo  of  the  Tithe  Commutation 
Act,   com  land  was  the   best    land    in 
England,  and  grass  land  was  not  worth  so 
much,  and  in  the  present  day,  as  a  conse- 
quence, a  great  deal  of  grass  land  which 
lets  at  £3  an  acre  only  pays  Is.  an  acre  in 
tithe.     If  we  are   to  have  an  equitable 
revision  of  tithe  it  will  only  be  faix  if  we 
reduce   the  tithe  in  the    corn-growing 
counties,  like   Essex,  we    should  raise 
it  in  those  counties  where  Is.  tithe  is 
paid  as  against  JC3  rent.     I  do  not  see 
how  we  could  have  an  equitable  revision 
unless    something    of    that  kind  were 
done.     I  would  remind  the  House  that 
the   actual  tithe   is   not    such  a  large 
amount    as    appears     to    be    generally 
assumed.      Throughout    the    whole    of 
England    and  Wales   the  commutation 
value    of    the    tithe    was    only    about 
£4,000,000,  and  within   the  last  seven 
years  it  has  been  reduced  to  a  little  over 
j63,000,000  by  means  of  the  septennial 
averages.     Every  JCIOO  of  tithe  has  de- 
creased since  1883  from  £100  to  £78, 
a  very   large    decrease.     The    rateable 
value      of     agricultural     property    in 
England  and  Wales  has  been  estimated 
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at  £140,000,000,  and,  therefore,  the 
tithe  of  £3,000,000  cannot  be  considered 
to  be  a  very  gr^at  burden,  although  I 
admit  that  there  are  indiridaal  cases  of 
hardship.  But  if  Uie  hon.  Member  who 
moves  the  Instruction  wishes  to  remove 
those  hard  cases  where  the  tithe  exceeds 
the  rateable  value,  let  him  turn  his 
attention  to  the  second  clause  of  the 
Bill.  I  believe '  that  clause  will  be 
practically  useless,  and  that,  though  it 
appears  to  give  a  certain  remission,  there 
are  no  instances  where  it  will  take  effect ; 
and  I  maintain  that  if  the  hon.  Oentle- 
man  opposite  wishes  -to  give  any  relief  to 
the  straggling  agriculturalist  in  Essex 
and  elsewhere,  he  should  support  some 
Amendment  by  means  of  which,  when 
the  tithe  exceeds  the  rateable  value  of 
the  land,  part  of  it  may  be  remitted.  I 
think  that  would  be  an  intelligible 
course,  and  one  which  would  give  relief 
to  the  striiggliog  agriculturalist.  I 
would  edso  point  out  that  although  at 
present  grass  land  in  England  is  veiy 
valuable,  and  com  land  does  not  pay,  yet 
m  30  or  40  years  the  whole  system  may 
be  changed  and  reversed.  We  may  not 
have  80  much  oom  imported,  and  our 
com  land  may  rise  in  value,  and  then  we 
should  wMit  another  revision  of  the 
tithe.  Then  tiie  whole  of  this  agitation 
would  be  repeated,  and  another  change 
.  would  tako  place.  I  think  there  is 
no  finality  about  this  proposal,  and 
though  I  am  an  agriculturalist  myself, 
I  tshall  vote  against  any  general  pro- 
vinon  for  re-opening  the  question  in  this 
way.  As  to  the  septennial  averages, 
I  would  not  do  away  with  that  System  at 
present,  seoing  that  we  are  now  getting 
into  the  years  of  low  prices.  In 
the  interest  of  all  agriculturaliste 
1  would  say,  "Now  that  we  are 
getting  to  low  years  let  Us  keep  to 
septennial  averages."  The  hon.  Member 
for  Suffolk  has  proposed  this  Instruction 
aa  though  it  would  be  a  great  boon  to 
agriculturalists  generally ;  but  I,  for  one 
agriculturalist,  believe  that  it  would 
prove  quite  the  reverse. 

•(9.20.)  Me.  CHANNING  (North- 
ampton, E.) :  As  a  Bepresentative  of  a 
Midland  County  Division  I  may,  perhaps, 
be  permitted  to  take  part  in  this  discus- 
sion.  l^ie  hon.  Member  for  Hampshire 
bas  referred  to  the  result  of  carrying  this 
Mr.  Jeffreys 


Instruction,  and  has  urged  that  it  would, 
be  fatal  to'  the  Bill.  1  imagine  the 
result  would  be  to  initiate  something^ 
like  the  course  adopted  under  the  Local 
Government  Act,  by  which  Gommis- 
sionera  were'  appointed  to  deal  with,  the 
relations  of  funds  between  boroughs  and 
counties.  Obviously  the  whole  question 
of  revision  would  be  one  to  be  dealt  with 
by  Commissioners  in  IJie  most  carefai 
way,  and  with  the  assistance  of  experts  ^ 
but  to  meet  the  Motion  by  a  con- 
tention of  that  character  is,  I  thinfc^ 
unreasonable.  All  on  this  side  of  the 
House  are  agreed  in  supporting  the 
principle  that  tithe  is  essentially  a  local 
property.  [Opposition  cries  of  "  No."  l 
We  all  agree  that  it  is  a  National 
property,  but  we  think  it  should  be 
devoted  to  local  uses.  That  is  one  of 
the  reasons  why  I  impress  ou  the  House 
the  desirability  of  not  passing  this- 
bald  and  immature  measure  'without 
considering  the  whole  question  of  the 
incidence  of  tithe  and  the  di-Tision 
of  tithe  among  localities.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  dealt  witti  the  Debate  as  if 
this  were  a  very  trivial  matter.  I  wonld 
refer  very  briefly  to  the  portion  of  his- 
speech  in  which  he  resented  the  refer- 
ence by  my  hOn.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Saffron  Walden  (Mr.  H.  Gardner)  to  the 
well-known  Petition  presented  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  House  in 
1885.  Of  course,  no  man  of  sense  wonld 
pin  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture to  all  the  statements  of  a  Petition 
handed  in  in  his  name.  But,  although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  denies  re- 
sponsibility for  the  Petition,  he  did  not 
repudiate  its  propositions.  Those  propo- 
sitions, though  they  relate  to  a  period 
six  years  ago,  are  of  weight  even  now, 
when  flgrioulture  is  beginning  to  raise 
itself  in  some  sort  from  the  depression 
to  which  it  has  so  long  been  subjected. 
I  -will  just  quote  these  words  of  the 
Petition : —    ■ 

"  That  when  in  1830  the  tithe  of  the  produc» 
was  commuted  into  a  charge  upon  the  land  th» 
circumstances  of  food-producing  were  olto- 
geUier  different  from  the  preaent ;  that  English 
oom  was  then  protected  by  a  duty  on  foreign 
com,"  but  "on  the  other  hand,  the  cost  of 
agricultural  labour  has  very  greatly  increased 
since  1836,  and  tithe  owners,  in  consequence  of 
the  commutation,  escape  the  payment  of  an  ad- 
ditional 50  to  100  per  cent,  on  the  expense  of 
getting  the  10th  part  of  the  produce  from  the 
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6M  threogh  the  varioua  neocasury  proceuea  to 
marfcetl" 

But  the  passt^  to  which  I  would  draw 
special  attention  is  the  foUowing : — 

"That  many  instances  can  be  given  of  land 
bring  DOW  let  at  h  f^ross  rent  of  the  valne  of 
the  tithe  rent-charge  only,  while  many  thou- 
nod*  of  aoree  are  uiit  of  cultivation  altogether, 
and  the  large  Dumber  of  worliinft  men  formerly 
employed  thereon  have  been  diiven  away  to 
increaae  the  crowds  uf  deatitute  poor  in  our 
towas:  that  i»  is,  therefore,  neceaaary,  in  order 
to  ensure  the  continual  prodoction  of  food  in 
England,  that  this  Act  should  be  repealed,  and 
a  re-valuation  made. " 

I  TBntare  to  say  that  these  propositions 
will  hardly  be  denied  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agricultnre  before  his 
ooDstitnents  in  the  Sleoford  Division.  I 
do  not  know  whether  this  lostraction 
has  been  subjected  to  the  fiery  eloquence 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as 
one  or  two  of  the  Instructions  on  the 
AUotments  Bill  did.  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
are  .(jiarged  with  raising  a  question 
which  is  either  irrelevant  lo  the  impor- 
tant Bill  we  are  discussing  or  a  subject 
which  will  not  have  to  be  dealt  with  at 
some  future  time.  Although  the  origin 
of  the  Bill  has  been  attributed  to  the 
heavy  butden  of  the  tithe  in  Wales  being 
rmented  on  religions  grounds  by  the 
Welsh  Dissenters,  this  should  not  be 

I  viewed  merely  as  a  Welsh  question. 
The  qnesticHi  is  one  which  materially 
affects  the  agricultural  interests  in 
English  counties,  and  it  ought  to  be 

;  dealt  with  also  from  that  point  of  view. 
While,  as  a  Badical  Member,  I,  of  course, 
hold  most  strongly  that  tithe  is  national 
pn^rty,  I  do  not  agree  with  some  of 
my  hon.  Friends  that  on  that  account 
the  quantity  of  the  tithe  should  be  abeo- 
lately  unalterable.  Whether  we  are  to 
have  a  Tithe  Fund  for  the  maintenance  of 
ecdesiaatical  establishments,  or  whether 
it  is  to  be  applied  to  other  purposes  in 
the  future,  the  question  whether  the 
incidence  of  the  tithe  is  fair  and  just 
in  relation  to  agricultural  produce  is  an 
eisential  one  which  cannot  be  shirked, 
bnt  must  be  honestly  faced  in  considering 
whether  it  is  a  national  property,  which 
the  nation  can  legally  enforce  and  re- 
tain. It  is  also  desirable  to  consider  how 
far  it  is  consistent  with  public  interest, 
and  the  interests  of  a  great  industry 
in  the  country,    that   a  share    of    the 


valne  of  the  products  of  that  indastry- 
should  be  imponnded  for  any  special, 
purpose,  ecclesiastical  or  socular,  which 
is  too  large  for  that  industry  to  bear. 
The  oontriist  in  the  prices  of  the  special 
articles  on  which  tithe  is  taken  between 
now  and  1836  is  very  striking.  I  do 
not  at  all  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hampshire  that  if  we  go  in  for 
revision,  it  will  mean  the  putting  on  of 
tithe  in  places  where  it  has  been  fixed  at 
a  specially  low  figure,  nor  do  I  agree  with 
the  President  ot  the  Board  of  Trade,  who, 
in  his  speech  on  the  Second  Beading, 
contended  that  if  we  enter  upon  any- 
thing like  revision  it  will  be  necessary  or 
just  that  tithe  should  be  placed  on  other 
articles  than  it  is  placed  at  present. 
In  the  Debate  on  the  Second  Beading 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  said 
that  if  the  value  of  the  land  was  more 
than  22  per  cent,  the  tithe  would  really 
represent  a  heavier  burden  on  the  land  . 
owner  and  the  agricultural  interest  thaii' 
could  be  borne.  In  his  evidence  before 
the  Committee  on  Trade  and  Agriculture 
Sir  James  Caird  said  thut  the  fall  in  the 
income  of  the  landowners  of  the  country 
varied  in  different  districts  from  25  to  60 
per  cent. ;  and  of  course  every  one 
familiar  with  agriculture  knows  that  the 
highest  losses  have  been  just  in  those 
counties  where  the  burden  of  the  tithe 
is  greatest.  According  to  Sir  James 
Caird,  the  occupiers  have  lost  more 
than  60  per  cent. ;  he  put  the  annual  loss 
to  the  landowners  at  X20,000,000,  and 
the  loss  to  the  tenants  at  another 
£20,000,000.  What  was  one  of  the  main 
objects  of  the  Bill  of  1836)  Sir  Robert 
Peel  said  the  object  was  to  get  a  fixed 
money  payment  in  lieu  of  tithe,  and  tbus 
put  an  end  to  the  discouragement  to 
agricultural  improvement.  It  is  im- 
portant that  we  should  keep  in  view 
whether  the  maintenance  of  tithe  is 
really  not  in  some  counties  operating 
to  produce  just  the  result  which  Sir 
Robert  Peel  said  the  Bill  of  185b  was 
intended  to  do  away  with.  It  was 
recently  held  by  Vice-Chancellor  Bacon 
that  the  Act  of  1836  did  not  alter  the 
essential  character  of  the  tithe,  which 
was  a  right  to  receive  a  proportionate 
share  of  the  produce  of  the  land.  We 
may  be  told  that  this  difScuIty  is  met  by 
the  Government  proposal  witli  regard  to 
the    special    rateable    value.      If    "the 
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Qovemment  had  adhered  to  and  ampli- 
fied the  proposal  bj  the  Attorney  General 
last  year  when  theTitheBill  was  inits  most 
critical  position — in  the  agonies  of  death, 
in  &ct--p8rhaps  we  might  have  got  some 
substantial  relief.  The  Amendments  of 
the  Attorney  General  would  have  gone 
far  towards  creating  a  Land  Arbitration 
Court — a  body  which  should  bring  the 
question  of  rent  and  tithe  into  an  equit- 
able relation  to  the  quantity  and  the 
value  of  the  produce  of  the  land.  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  proposals  with 
regard  to  the  special  rateable  value  are 
absolutely  illusory,  and  will  give  no  prac- 
tical relief  to  the  agricultural  interest.  I 
may  be  told  that  this  is  not  a  tenant's 
question,  but  I  maintain  that  it  is 
perfectly  analogous  to  the  question  of 
agricultural  improvements.  In  those 
counties  where  the  tithe  is  high  its 
amount  operates  to  prevent  generous 
landlords  from  giving  such  a  revision  of 
rent  as  they  would  otherwise  grant.  It 
tdso  operates  to  check  unduly  the  return 
of  a  share  of  the  rent  in  the  form  of  those 
first-class  improvements  which  are 
needed  by  agriculturists  all  over  the 
country.  I  will  simply  refer,  in  conclu- 
sion, to  what  I  said  in  the  first  instance, 
namely,  that  this  Instroction  is  not  an 
impracticable  suggestion.  It  is  rather  a 
suggestion  of  a  most  practicable  character. 
If  the  President  of  the  Local  Qovem- 
ment Board  were  here  he  would  re- 
member the  long  and  anxious  Debates 
on  the  Local  Government  Bill  with 
regard  to  the  financial  adjustments  of 
that  measure.  I  contend  that  this  is 
an  ezactlyanalogous  question.  Those  who 
are  acquainted  with  agriculture  know 
that  the  tithe  is  a  hindrance  and  a 
check  to  agricultural  improvement.  It 
is,  however,  a  question  of  profound  diffi- 
culty, and  one  which  requires  the  most 
careful  handling  by  experts.  It  is  just 
such  a  question  as  that  which  was  finally 
referred  to  the  Commissioners  under 
the  Local  Government  Act.  Holding 
these  views  I  most  heartily  support  the 
Instruction  which  has  been  moved  by 
my  hon.  Friend. 

•(9.42.)  Sir  F.  FITZ  WYGRAM 
(Hampshire,  Fareham):  I  cannot  see 
any  need  for  re- valuation,  nor  can  I  see 
any  great  difficulty  in  settling  the 
matter  on  a  fair  basis.  Tithe  has 
always  represented  a  certain  percentage 
Mr.  Charming 


of  the  annual  value  of  the  land.     In 
some  cases  it  was  high,  in  some  cases   it 
was  low — in  some  cases  it  was  very  low. 
What  I  would  suggest  would  be  that  at 
the  present  day  tithe  should  be  taken  at 
the    same    percentage    on   the  present 
annual  value  of  the  land,  as  ascertained 
by  the  rent,  as  it  bore  to  the  value  of  the 
land  in    1836.    That   seems   to  me    a 
perfectly  fair  proposal. 
*(9.43.)    Mr.  JASPER  MORE  (Shrop- 
shire,   Ludlow) :   As  I   moved  for    the 
Committee  on  Com  Averages  and  have 
been    Chairman    of    the    Committee    I 
wish    to    state    my   impression    of   the 
question.     I  believe  the  present  system 
of  corn  averages,  owing  to  the  re-sales, 
raises  the  value  of  the  averages  3  per 
cent,  beyond  the  average  price  at  which 
the    farmers    sell  their  grain.     I   was 
struck   with  the  fact    that    no   return 
whatever  was  made  from  the  Birmingham 
Corn  Market.     I  went  there  and  found 
about  200  dealers  and  only  two  farmers. 
The  dealers  declined  to  make  a  return  of 
com  sales  because  they  were  unanimously 
of   opinion   that  the  re-sales  raised    the 
average  of  tithe  3   per  cent.,  in   which, 
from  the  evidence  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee, I  agreed.    At  the   same   time  I 
wish  to  qualify  tliat  statement  with  the 
opinion  that  the  3  per  cent,  is  not  main- 
tained now.     The  curious  result  of  this 
Committee  has  been  to  largely  increase 
the  amount    of  com  returned ;  as  this 
large  amount  isjowing  to  re-sales,  returned 
six    times    over    in    Mark  Lane  alone, 
the   result  is  that   the  market  appears 
to  be   so   flooded   with    grain   that   the 
price  is  knocked  down,  and  the  average 
consequently  is  depreciated.      I  wish  to 
draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  revision 
of  tithe  is  supposed  to  be  both  the  law 
and  the  practice  in  Ireland  at  the  present 
day,  as  far  as  lay  tithe  is  concerned.     I 
have    instances    from     the     Landlords' 
Association  of  tithes  being  revised  this 
year,  but  as  1  am  informed  an  appeal  is 
pending  on  the  subject,  it  is  not  clear 
exactly  what  the  law   is.      Instead   of 
introducing  other  products  of  land  into 
the  averages,  as  is  the  Scotch  system,  I 
would  advise  making  the  tithe  a  fixed 
charge,  as  was  done  in  Ireland.      Then 
the  fixed  charge  is  made  at  75,  which 
the  Landlords'  Association  now  complain 
of  as  too  high.     I    was   struck  at  the 
omission  in  the  speech  of  the  President 
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of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  the  often 
qooted  remark  of  his  distinguished 
Colleague,  Sir  James  Caird,  as  to  the 
£2,000,000  he  said  the  landlords  hare 
]»ofited  b^  the  tithe  commutation.  I 
think  that  so  great  a  mistake  could  hardly 
hare  been  made  hj  any  man  on  the 
question.  He  mast  have  included  the 
growing  tithe,  which  was  excluded  hj  the 
Act  of  1 836.  I  challenged  Sir  James  Caird 
on  the  subject  at  a  meeting  of  the  Central 
Farmers'  Clab  in  this  Metropolis.  It 
might  be  nn&ir  to  state  from  recollection 
his  reply,  but  I  well  remember  he  said 
that  remark  was  made  many  years  ago, 
and  he  also  referred  to  the  stetements  he 
bad  made  as  to  the  landlords  having  lost 
jEo0,00O,0OO  by  agricultural  depression. 
1  feel  we  ought  to  have  this  Instruction 
more  clearly  defined.  If  it  means  that 
the  com  averages  are  taken  incorrectly, 
then  I  cannot  oppose  it.  If,  however,  it 
is  an  Instruction  in  favour  of  a  general 
rerigion,  then  my  duty  to  my  oonstitaents 
obliges  me  to  oppose  it.  I  sympathise 
with  the  men  in  the  Eastern  Counties, 
and  thoroughly  understand  that  every 
Eastern  County  Member  wishes  for  a 
revision  of  tithe,  but  if  there  is  a  general 
re-valuation,  the  consequence  will  an- 
donbtedly  be  that  whilst  the  tithe  in  the 
Eastern  Counties  will  go  down,  the 
lathes  in  the  Midland  district  will  go  up. 
The  &nner8  in  the  Midlsinds  wish  things 
to  remain  as  they  are.  I  would  suggest, 
however,  that  if  a  universal  average  is 
taken,  the  road  to  it  should  be  gradual ; 
that  there  should  be  a  tithe  taken  on  a 
six  years  produce,  then  on  five,  then  on 
four,  then  on  three. 

•(9.50.)  Sib  W.  BARTTELOT  (Sussex, 
N.W.) :  I  desire  to  offer  a  few  observa- 
tbns  on  this  very  important  question. 
We  have  heard  a  g^at  deal  to-night 
with  regard  to  the  present  state  of  agri- 
culture, and  no  one  can  deny  that  many 
of  the  statements  made  have  shown  that 
in  certain  classes  of  land  the  tithe  now 
charged  is  much  higher  in  comparison 
titan  it  was  formerly.  The  great 
qnestion  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
■Ban  to  consider  is  whether  it  is 
&ir,  in  the  altered  circumstances  of  the 
present  day,  that  things  should  remain 
at  they  were  settled  under  very  different 
ciicnmstances  in  the  year  1836.  We  all 
femember  that  up  to  the  year  1835, 
when  the  new  Poor  Law  was  passed. 


the  poor  rate  was  enormously  high, 
and  that  the  tithe  was  calculated 
accordingly.  The  poor  rate  at  this 
present  moment  is  very  low  in  com- 
parison, and  that  is  a  circumstance  which 
has  been  up  to  the  present  time  very 
much  iu  favour  of  the  tithe  owner,  much 
more  so  than  of  the  tithepayer.  Then  I 
would  say  one  other  thing,  and  it  is 
this,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
alteration  which  took  place  consequent 
upon  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws  has 
changed  the  whole  circumstances  of  the 
case.  No  doubt  there  were  causes  which 
prevented  us  feeling  that  for  very  many 
years.  All  the  wars  which  took 
place  during  that  particular  time 
maintained  the  price  of  com  far  higher 
that  it  would  have  been  if  Free 
Trade  had  come  into  play  at 
the  moment  it  passed.  1  am  not 
going  further  into  that  question. 
We  know  exactly  what  did  happen  and 
the  position  which  it  has  left  us  in.  If 
it  has  been  beneficial  to  the  country  and 
detrimental  to  agriculture,  surely  the 
agricultural  interests  have  some  right 
to  ask  that  their  case  should  be  taken 
into  careful  consideration.  There  was  a 
remark  made  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Essex  (Mr.  Gray)  which  I 
should  not  like  to  pass  by  unnoticed. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  stated  very  clearly, 
and  I  think  very  accurately,  that  if 
things  had  gone  on  without  the  com- 
mutation of  tithes  in  1836,  since  the 
year  1879  little  or  no  tithe,  considering 
the  cost  of  collection,  would  have  been 
collected  on  a  certain  class  of  land. 
That  is  a  serious  question,  which 
I  am  quite  sure  will  commend 
itself  to  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Darwen 
(Viscount  Cranbome)  stated  that  the 
tithe  owner  has  lost  by  the  improve- 
ments in  land  something  like  £2,000,000 
sterling  a  year.  The  real  meaning  of 
the  Act  of  1836  was  to  encourage  the 
laying  out  of  money  upon  land,  to 
tlmt  land  should  not  be  kept  back  by 
the  tithe  upon  it,  and  the  increase  and 
improvement  in  value,  therefore,  only 
follows  out  that  which  was  intended 
by  the  Act.  The  enormous  amount  laid 
out  in  buildings  and  cottages  and  making 
other  improvements  has  greatly  im- 
proved the   condition  of  the  people  in 
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this  conatry,  and  these  are  circomstancea 
which  onght  to  be  taken  into  account. 
When  my  noble  Friend  stated  that 
£2,000,000  sterling  had  been  lost  to  the 
tithe  owner,  I  can  only  reply  that  it  has 
been  a  great  gain  to  the  country — the 
money  laid  out  in  the  improrement  of 
agrionltnre  has  done  moch  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  condition  of  the 
agricaltural  classes.  I  have  only 
one  word  more  to  say,  and  that  is  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  He  very  carefully 
pointed  out  certain  claoses  in  the  Bill 
which  he  thought  would  materially 
alleviate  the  sufferings  of  certain  dis- 
tricts now  very  much  distressed.  I  ask 
him  to  go  one  step  further,  and  say  that 
he  will  bo  prepared  to  give  some  support 
to  those  Amendments  which  have  been 
placed  upon  the  Paper.  I  have  asked 
many  clergymen — I  have  even  asked  a 
Bishop — and  they  have  one  and  all  said 
that  they  think  that,  under  the  drcum- 
stanoes  in  which  it  is  proposed  that 
these  clauses  should  act,  there  is  a 
grievous  hardship  which  ought  to  be 
remedied.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  my  hon. 
Friend  will  see  his  way  to  put  in  fair  and 
reasonable  Amendments,  Amendments 
friiich  will  be  reasonable,  not  only  to  the 
tithepayer,  but  also  to  the  tithe  owner, 
believing  as  I  do  that  if  we  came  to  a 
&ir  and  reasonable  settlement  now  it 
may  last  for  many  years  to  come,  which 
I  hope  and  believe  would  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  Church. 

(9.56.)  Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER 
(Wolverhampton,  E.)  :  There  has 
been  in  the  Debate  an  amount 
of  novelty  which  is  positively  charm- 
ing and  refreshing.  During  the  years 
I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in 
the  House,  I  have  heard  one  unvarying 
wail  from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  with 
respect  to  the  condition  of  agriculture. 
Whether  it  has  been  a  question  of  Imperial 
taxation  or  of  local  taxation,  whether  it 
has  been  the  imposition  of  succession 
duty  or  the  adjustment  of  rates,  we  have 
been  told  everything  must  be  regulated 
and  considered  in  the  light  of  the  extra- 
ordinary depression  which  the  agricultural 
interests  have  suffered  during  the  last 
ten  years.  We  have  been  told  that  rents 
have  gone  down,  that  farmers'  profits 
have  ceased,  and  that  no  industry  in 
this  oountiy  has  suffered  so  much 
Sir  W.  BartUlot 


as  agriculture.  But  to-night  a  change 
has  come  over  the  spirit  of  our  d^eam. 
It  is  necessary  to  support  a  Conservative 
Gk)vernment  in  a  measure  of  this  descrip- 
tion, and  we  have  had  one  hun.  Member 
after  another  rising  to  prove  that,  instead 
of  a  great  depression  of  agriculture, 
there  has  been  very  great  prosperity,  and 
that  if  any  re-adjnstment  takes  place  in 
agricultural  burdens  based  upon  the  pro- 
duce of  the  land,  that  re-adjustment  will 
result  in  those  burdens  being  materially 
increased.  I  do  not  believe  that  agricul- 
ture has  been  or  is  a  profitable  industry 
at  the  present  time.  The  figures  go  the 
other  way.  When  we  are  told  that  any 
revision  of  this  question  will  result  in  a  • 
large  increase  of  the  burden  upon  the 
tithepeyer,  we  are  compelled  to  turn  to 
the  very  hard  figures  in  the  statistical 
abstract  to  see  whether  the  rent-roll  of 
Ehigland  has  increased  during  the  last 
few  years.  I  take  it  there  is  no  more 
correct  test  than  Schedule  B.  That  shows 
exactly  the  profits  of  the  land  which  are 
assessed  for  the  purpose  of  the  Income  Tax. 
For  1880,  those  represented  the  sum  of 
£69,383,000,inronndfigure8X69,00O,O00. 
In  1888— we  have  not  the  OfiBcial  Returns 
for  1889,  but  I  take  the  figures  from  the 
statement  in  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  Budget  —  that  amount 
had  gone  down  to  £61,817,000,  that  is 
to  say,  that  in  the  course  of  the  interval 
there  was  a  deer  jase  in  the  annual  rental 
of  agricultural  land  in  the  country  of 
something  like  12  per  cent. ;  therefore 
we  reject  at  once  the  allegation  of  the 
noble  Lord  that  there  has  been  such  a 
great  increase  in  the  value  of  agricultural 
property  that  it  would  have  to  be  taken 
into  account  in  any  re-opening  of  the  tithe 
question.  But  we  have  not  only  to  deal 
with  the  general  rental  of  the  country, 
and  I  will  give  the  House  a  few  figures 
to  illustrate  what  is  going  on  in  a  large 
portion  of  the  kingdom  with  regard  to 
this  matter.  The  document  from  which 
I  quote  is  a  Return  in  reference  to  26 
farms  in  the  counties  of  Hampshire, 
Wiltshire,  and  Berkshire,  and  I  will  give 
only  one  or  two  cases  in  each  county.  In 
the  case  of  a  farm  in  Wiltshire  the  rental 
50  years  ago,  when  the  Tithe  Commutation 
Act  was  passed,  was  £530-,  and  the 
tithe  rent-charge  was  commuted  at 
£76  3s.  lid.  To-day  the  rent  of  that 
farm  is  £124.     On  a  farm  in  Hampshire 
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the  tithe  rent-cliar|^,  which  only  is 
given  in  this  case,  is  }G122,  and  the  rent 
to-daj  iB  £125.  In  a  case  in  Berkshire, 
where  the  tithe  rent-charge  is  £75,  the 
rent  at  present  is  nothing.  In  the  same 
county  there  is  another  case  where  the 
tithe  rent-charge  is  £166,  and  the  rent 
is  now  £200.  I  maintain,  therefore,  that 
diere  has  heen  a  material  change  for  the 
worse  daring  the  past  50  years.  The  ques- 
tion  has  heen  asked  whether  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  are  prepared  to  do 
JMtice  in  this  matter — ^whether,  regard- 
ing tithe  as  a  national  property,  they 
do  not  desire  to  do  an  injustice  in  order 
to  improve  that  national  property.  I 
repndiate  the  suggestion.  Tithe,  like  all 
other  national  property,  shonld  be  dealt 
with  justly.  All  we  ask  is  that  if  the 
question  is  to  be  re-opened  it  should  be 
regarded  as  a  whole  in  a  spirit  of  equity 
and  justice  all  round.  The  object  of  the 
instmction  proposed  is  that  when  the 
House  goes  into  Committee. on  the  Bill, 
the  hands  of  hou.  Members  should 
not  be  fettered  in  dealing  with  any 
Amendment  that  may  be  moved, 
in  order  to  Vender  the  settlement 
of  the  question  more  equitable  by 
the  Chairman  being  compelled  to 
rote  that,  technically,  such  an  Amend- 
ment is  outside  the  four  comers  of  the 
Bill.  Voting  for  the  Instruction 
pledges  a  Member  to  nothing  more  than 
this,  that  when  the  Houss  goes  into  Com- 
nnttee  our  hands  shall  be  absolutely 
nnfettered,  and  we  shall  be  free  to  deal 
eqnitaUy  with  the  whole  question.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  he  would  be 
able  to  defend  his  position,  and  that  he 
hu  no  objection  to  alter  the  time  for 
taking  the  com  averages,  but  all  we  ask  is 
that  we  shall  be  free  to  deal  with  all 
the  questions  that  arise.  Who  has 
re-opened  this  question  of  the  settlement 
of  1836 1  It  has  not  been  re-opened  on 
the  Liberal  side  of  the  House.  It  has 
not  been  ro-opened  by  the .  tithepayer. 
Bot  when  the  tithe  owner  comes  to 
Fteliament  and  to  the  Government  and 
complains  of  his  position  under  the  settle- 
ment of  1836,  and  says  that  it  presses 
nn&irly  on  one  party  to  the  bargain, 
then  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  claim 
that  the  question  should  be  re-opened  all 
round,  if  it  is  to  be  re-opened  at  all.  The 
noWe  Lord  says  there  was  a  great  sacri- 
Soe  made  by  tithe  owners  in  1836,  to 


the  extent,  I  think  he  said,  of  40  per 
cent.  But  let  me  quote  an  extract  from  a 
very  able  speech  made  on  the  occasion 
by  Mr.  Charles  Buller,  an  eminent  Mem- 
ber of  the  Liberal  Party.  He  was. 
dealing  with  this  very  question  in 
reference'  to  the  sacrifice  of  a  certain 
part  of  the  tithe,  and  he  contended  that 
it  ought  to  be  a  much  larger  sacrifice' 
than  Lord  John  Russell  proposed — 

"It  woald  be  doing  an  injustice  to  the 
tithe  owner  to  take  from  him  more  than 
was  to  be  given  up  to  bim,  bat  it  veuld 
be  pqually  unjust  to  make  the  tithepayer  pay 
more  than  be  ought.  Attention  bad  not  been 
•ufficiently  directed  to  the  cost  of  collection." 

That  is  of  the  old  tithe,  which,  if  i^ 
remained,  would  now  leave  nothing  to  be 
received.     Mr.  Buller  further  said — 

"  In  the  West  of  England  the  cost  of  collec* 
tion  amounted  to  20  per  cent.,  and  to  show  the 
House  how  the  system  operated,  he  referred  to 
a  ease  tried  before  Lord  Tsnterden  in  the- 
King's  Bench,  in  which,  tbrougb  the  non- 
carrying away  of  the  tithe  in  the  form  of  early 
potatoes,  the  produce  became  spoiled  by  ex- 
posure to  weather.  Lord  Tenterden  held  that, . 
However  great  the  loss  and  inconvenience, 
it  must  be  submitted  to  by  the  tithe  owner  ; 
that  he  must  be  in  attendance  to  take  the  tithe, 
though  doing  so  might  oost  him  ten  times  the 
value  of  the  tithe  itself." 

Then  Mr.  Buller  went  on  to  give  illus- 
trations in  reference  to  the  cost  of 
collecting  &very  tenth  of  ^gs,  milk,  and 
other  perishable  produce  ;  but  the  point 
of  the  argument  is,  that  the  commutation 
of  tithe  into  money  payment  in  lieu  of 
payment  in  kind  is  an  enormous  boon  to 
the  titiie  owner,  for  which  there  has 
been  no  such  compensation  as  the  nobl& 
Lord  alluded  to.  One  of  the  main  terms 
of  the  settlement  of  1836  is  that  there 
shall  be  no  personal  liability  by  anybody 
for  the  pa;^ment  of  tithe.  That  is  clearly 
and  unmistakably  embodied  in  the  Act<n 
Parliament.  It  is  one  of  the  terms  of 
the  barg^n  that  the  tithe,  whatever  it 
may  amount  to,  shall  be  simply  a  charge 
upon  the  produce  of  the  land,  not  on  the 
land  itself,  for  there  is  no  charge  on  the 
land,  and  that  there  shall  be  no  personal 
liability.  But  the  Government  now  pro- 
pose to  alter  this — to  alter  one  of  the 
main  terms  of  that  bargain.  We  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  however,  do  not 
contest  this  point  now.  What  we  say  is, 
let  it  be  shown  in  Committee  that  there 
is  a  good  case  for  the  alteration,  and  let 
the  right  be  given  hon.  Members  to  con- 
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stder,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  other 
terms  of  the  settlement.  If  hon. 
Members  opposite  open  the  qnestion  of 
the  mode  of  recoveiy,  we  on  this  side 
have  the  right  to  re-open  the  qnestion  of 
the  amount  to  be  recovered.  It  is  im- 
possible to  forget  that  since  1836  there 
has  been  a  vital  change  made  by  the 
Legislature,  which  afiects  the  position  of 
both  the  tithe  owner  and  the  tithepayer. 
The  figures  I  have  quoted  and  the  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  every  Member  of  the 
House  prove  to  demonstration  that  the 
repeal  of  the  Com  Laws  has  completely 
altered  the  conditions  under  which  the 
bargain  of  1836  was  made.  The  agricul- 
tural rental  value  of  England  has  been 
reduced  in  consequence  of  the  justly 
free  competition  with  other  countries  in 
reference  to  produce.  It  is  not  worth 
whUe  to  discuss  that  point  now,  if  hon. 
Members  opposite  accept  the  position 
that  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws  made 
no  difference  in  this  respect.  I  do  not 
wish  to  press  the  argument;  but  if 
the  position  of  land  cultivation  has 
been  affected,  then  I  say  the 
position  of  the  joint  receivers  of 
rent  should  be  affected  also.  If,  as  is 
the  &ct,  land  which  40  or  50  years 
ago  produced  30s.  an  acre,  and  paid  a 
tHhe  of  3s.,  now  produces  only  10s.  an 
acre,  and  yet  still  pays  the  same  amount 
of  tithe,  the  fact,  of  course,  materially 
alters  the  proportion  between  the  two, 
and  this  is  a  matter  into  which  the  Com- 
mittee should  have  power  to  inquire. 
Why  should  the  man  who  receives  the 
30b.  rent  have  to  submit  to  a  reduction 
to  10s.  and  the  receiver  of  3s.  have  no 
reduction  imposed  upon  himt  Then 
look  at  the  totally  different  position  of 
the  rates.  Mention  has  been  made  of 
rates  before  the  Tithes  Act  having  been 
18s.  in  the  £1,  but  if  hon.  Members  will 
turn  to  the  Debates  quoted  in  Mr.  Wal- 
pole's  History  of  England,  they  will  find 
that  in  some  instances  the  poor  rate 
exceeded  the  rental,  and  there  is  an  in- 
stance in  the  Vale  of  Aylesbury  where 
the  rate  was  equal  to  30s.  an  acre.  Here 
is  very  considerable  reason  for  dealing 
with  the  question  as  a  whole.  The  argu- 
ment on  which  I  rest  my  support  of  the 
Instruction  is  that  the  Government  are 
re-opening  the  settlement  of  1836  in  the 
interests  exclusively  of  the  tithe  owner. 
The  Instruction  asks  that  in  Committee 
Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler 


there  should  be  pQwer  to  ra-open  the 
question  in  the  interests  of  the  tithe- 
payer.  We  shall  then  be  able  to  look  at 
the  question  all  round  and  see  where  it 
can  be  dealt  with  more  fairly.  If  the 
supporters  of  the  Instruction  are  wron^, 
they  can  be  met  by  fair  argument  ;  if 
they  are  right,  they  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  such  alterations  in  the 
law  as  may  seem  desirable. 

(10.16.)  Mb.  AMBROSE  (Middlesex, 
Harrow) :     The   right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  addressed  the  House  spoke 
of  re-opening  the  settlement  of  1836  in 
a  very  light  manner ;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  surely  must  know  that   the 
passing  of  this  Instruction  would  make  it 
absolutely  impossible  for  the  Committee 
to  deal  with  the  Bill    in    the   present 
Session,  or  even  for  any  Committee   to 
deal  with  it  in  a  whole  Session.     I  deny 
that  there  is  anything  in  the  Bill  before 
the  House  which  re-opens  the  settlement 
of  1836.      ["Oh!"]     The   Bill  simply 
proposes  to  give  certain  remedies.     Its 
main  object  is  to  enable  the  tithe  to  be 
collected.     Hon.  Members  will  say  that 
that  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  tithe  owner. 
Yes,  but  the  right  existed  before,  and  it 
is  the  business  of  the  Government   and 
the  Legislature  to  provide  a  means   of 
enforcing  that  right.     Here  is  a  body  of 
persons    who    have    had  rights    which 
they    are    unable    to    enforce     because 
there  are  conspiracies  and  combinations 
to  resist  the  law.     The  expense  thus  en- 
ttdled  upon  the  tithe  owner  makes  the 
tithe  not  worth  the  cost  of  collection, 
and  hon.  Members  seem  to  think  that 
it  is   the  right    of   the    tithepayer    to 
put  the  tithe  owner  in  that  difficulty. 
In  such  a  case  it  is    the  duty  of  the 
Legislature     to   step    in.      Under    the 
present    Bill    the    Settlement  of    1836 
remains  intact,  and  all  that  the  Bill  pro- 
poses to  do  is  to  enforce  the  authority  of 
the  law.     Some  of  the  cases  cited,  where 
the  tithes  exceed  the  rent,    seem  very 
hard ;  but  that  is  the  result  of  the  Act 
of  1836,  which  allowed  the  landowners 
to  apportion  the  amount  of  tithe  payable 
within  each  parish  among    themselves. 
The   33rd  section  of  the  Act  of   1836 
provides  that,  in  the  settlement  of  value, 
and   in   determining    the    principle    on 
which  tithe  should  be  fixed,  the  decision 
shall  be  with  the  land  owners.     By  the 
58th  section  the  amount  of  tithe  in  the 
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parish  is  ascertained,  and  then  the  land 
owners  determine  the  apportionment 
among  themselves.  Say,  for  instance, 
that  in  the  parish  of  Hampetead  the 
total  amonnt  of  tithe  is  £1,000.  The 
land  owners,  in  meeting,  agree  to  the 
apportionment  of  this,  and  they  have 
power  to  exempt  certain  lands  from 
Uie  burden.  What  was  the  result? 
Owners  of  large  estates  took  the  oppor- 
tonitj  of  agreeing  among  themselves, 
and  in  practice  freed  large  portions  of 
their  estates  from  tithe,  placing  the 
whole  charge  on  the  remainder.  I  do 
not  want  to  make  a  personal  allusion ; 
bnt  I  may  mention,  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion, that  I  happened  to  be  interested,  as 
Trustee,  in  a  small  plot  of  land  or  allot- 
ment of  something  like  half  an  acre,  and 
this  bears  the  whole  tithe  of  a  large 
estate  of  150  acres.  The  Legislature 
gave  land  owners  this  power  of  settle- 
ment, and  where  they  did  not  exercise 
that  power  the  Land  Tax  Commissioners 
did  it,  the  safeguard  to  tithe  owners 
being  that  the  land  should  be  at  least 
three  times  the  value  of  the  tithe  secured 
upon  it.  In  the  result  land  owners  and 
tithe  owners  became  dual  owners,  and 
ascertained  their  respective  shares  by 
agreement  among  themselves.  Incident- 
ally other  matters  are  introduced ;  but 
the  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  tithe.  The  Bill,  while 
leaving  the  settlement  of  1836  untouched, 
deals  with  a  crying  evil  which  is  a  dis- 
grace to  any  Goyernment,  and  I  hope 
the  House  will  reject  the  Instruction, 
which  would  kill  the  Bill  by  Amend- 
ments which  it  would  be  impossible  to 


(10.30.)  Mb.  ILLINGWORTH  (Brad- 
ford, W.) :  When  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Eye  Division  moved  this 
Instruction  I  felt  some  difiSculty  as  to 
its  real  interpretation ;  bnt,  after  the 
speeches  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton,  I  shall  have  no  difficulty 
in  voting  for  the  Instruction,  because,  in 
common  with  other  hon.  Members,  I  am 
oonoemed  in  the  protection  of  what  is 
really  a  national  estate.  At  the  same 
time,  we  wish  to  do  justice  to  the  other 
interests  affected.  I  do  not  wish  to  see 
any  injury  done  to  the  cler^gy.  I  think 
a  good  case  has  been  made  oat  by  my 


hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Eye  od 
behalf  of  the  agriculturists  of  the 
Eastern  Counties,  who,  owing  to  certain 
circumstances  which  have  occurred  in 
recent  years,  have  been  placed  in  a 
peculiarly  difficult  position.  I  think  that 
the  Government  have  gone  too  far  to 
justify  them  in  now  saying  that  the 
settlement  of  1836  has  not  been  re- 
opened. Undoubtedly  it  has  been 
re-opened.  If  there  were  no  justifica- 
tion whatsoever  for  meddling  with  this 
question  at  a  time  when  Parliament  has 
its  hands  so  full,  and  when  the  country  i» 
looking  for  legislation  in  other  directions, 
the  Government  ought  »ot  to  have  in- 
cluded in  this  Bill  so  many  contentious 
points.  I  say  that  this  question  has  been 
re-opened  in  many  important  phases. 
An  hon.  Member  has  stated  his  belief 
that  there  can  be  no  final  settlement  of 
this  question  unless  the  incidence  of  the 
tithe  itself  is  re-considered.  Many  of 
us  on  this  side  of  the  House  are  of  the 
same  opinion,  and  we  hold  that  if  this 
Instruction  is  carried  f>nd  if  the  Com- 
mittee  is  left  free  to  deal  with  this  matter, 
we  shall  be  able  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  hardships  which  are  prevalent 
in  corn-growing  counties  and  to  deal 
with  the  evils  of  under-assessmeut  as 
well  as  of  over-assessment.  We  under- 
stand the  principle  of  the  tithe  to  be 
simply  1-lOth  the  produce  of  the  soil. 
It  may  be  that  a  great  deal  of  the  land 
in  the  Eastern  Counties  is  not  now  yield- 
ing so  much  as  it  yielded  in  1836  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  should  find  that 
other  parts  of  the  country  are  paying 
much  less  than  1-1 0th  of  the  produce 
of  the  soil.  This  is  a  national  estate, 
and  if  the  landlords  are  to  suffer  in  ono 
direction,  surely  it  is  the  duty  of  Parlia- 
ment to  see  that  a  proper  balance  is  main- 
tained. I  have  observed  that  wherever 
the  landlord  class  are  suffering  they  have 
shown  no  disposition  to  fleece  the  clergy. 
Now,  I  have  no  disposition  to  fleece  the 
clergy  or  to  whittle  away  a  national 
estate.  I  should  be  very  glad,  indeed,  if 
the  Government,  by  the  acceptance  of 
this  Instruction,  enabled  us  to  go  into 
the  whole  question  of  the  tithe  with  a 
view  to  effecting  something  like  a 
permanent  settlement.  At  present, 
what  they  are  doing  is  giving  no  satis- 
faction to  anyone,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  farmers  and  labourers  will  find 
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means  (o  give  vent  to  their  disaatisfaction 
at  a  suitable  time  at  the  polls.  Wo  want 
to  see  this  national  estate  maintained 
where  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton has  referred  to  the  fact  that  the 
landowners  of  the  country  have  suffered 
in  consequence  of  the '  repeal  of  the 
Corn  Laws.  Of  course^  if  he  bases  that 
statement  upon  the  figures  referring  to 
the  last  eight  or  10  years,  ho  willfiad 
the  statistics  in  his  favour.  But  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  since  the  repeal 
of  the  Corn  Laws  land  has  been  worth 
to  the  landowner  a  greater  sum  on  the 
average  of  the  years  than  it  was  in  the 
corresponding  period  before  the  repeal. 
I  propose  to  support  this  Instruction, 
because  it  will  give  the  Committee  an 
cpportuni4y  of  dealing  with  these 
important  questions,  and  I  believe  that 
if  the  Government  will  only  give  suffi- 
'  cient  time-  to  this  subject,  the  result 
will  be  a  settlement  infinitely  more 
satisfactory  than  can  be  the  outcome  of 
the  Bill  in  its  present  form. 

(10.36.)  Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) : 
I  hope  the  Governmant  will  make  some 
concession  on  the  question  of  corn 
averages,  because  the  system  aa  it  is  now 
worked  is  unfair  to  the  farmers  of  Eng- 
land. In  Scotland,  I  admit,  it  is  different ; 
but  so  far  as  England  is  concerned,  I  am 
able  to  speak  with  some  personal  experi- 
ence, as  I  repressnt  a  body  which  owns 
some  of  the  worst  land  in  England  at 
the  present  time — land  which,  during 
the  time  of  the  French  War,  was 
devoted  to  the  cuUivati<m  of  wheat, 
but  which  is  now  going  out  of  cultiva- 
tion almost  wholesale,  and  within  a  few 
hundred  yards  of  the  house  in  which  I 
.  reside  there  are  three  farms  which  .are 
not  being  cultivated.  In  certain  parts 
of  Essex  nearly  one-third  of  the  land  in 
the  parishes  is  out  of  cultivation,  and 
the  value  has  been  reduced  to  almost  nil. 
I  have  in  my  mind  at  the  present  time  a 
case  in  which  a  farm  in  my  own  neigh- 
bourhood was  sold  at  a  sum  of  £Z  per 
acre.  I  am  aware  that  a  revision  of  the 
Com  Laws  will  not  bring  the  land  back 
to  cultivation,  but  I  think  it  will  do 
something  to  remedy  the  present  distress, 
and  I  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  there  is  no  more  eloquent 
advocate  of  Disestablishment  than  a 
derelict  farm. 

Mr.  lUingworth 


*(10.38.)  SiE  J.  SWINBURNE  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield) :  I  quite  agr^e 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Harrow  (Mr.  Ambrose)  that  in  England 
we  have  a  dual  proprietorship  in  land. 
Bat  the  whole  of  the  improvements  on 
the  land  have  been  always  carried  out  by 
only  'one  of  those  proprietors,  namely, 
the  landowner,  while  the  tithe  owner  has 
absolutely  done  nothing.  And  where 
the  Church  have  been  sole  owners  of 
property  they  have  allowed  it  to  remain 
in  the  occupation  of  the  harbourers  of 
vice  and  immorality,  as  is  instanced  in 
the  slums  of  Westminster  and  infamous 
houses  of  Portsmouth,  so  long  as  those 
properties  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Westminster  and 
Winchesterrespectively.  In  many  cases,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  what  has  beem  done 
by  the  landowner,  the  value  of  the  tithe 
would  be  absolutely  nil.  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  has 
rather  understated  the  case  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  depression  of  the 
value  in  land.  The  Income  Tax 
Returns  give  a  more  favourable  view  of 
the  depression  of  agriculture  than  is 
really  the  case,  because  in  many  cases 
landowners  have  given  30  or  40  per  cent, 
redaction  for  some  years,  while  they  have 
gone  on  paying  the  same  Income  Tax. 
The  case  of  the  Eastern  Counties  has 
been  referred  to,  but  it  is  the  same 
in  ths  North  of  England;  while  in 
Oxfordshire  I  know  of  land  which  barely 
p:>ys  the  tithe.  It  has  been  said  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Harrow  (Mr.  Ambnjse) 
that  the  Bill  does  not  re-opsn  the  settle- 
ment of  1836;  but  if  the  Bill  passes  in 
its  present  state  it  will  increase  the 
value  of  the  tithe  enormously  by  altering 
the  security,  and  no  -one  knows  better 
than  the  learned  Member  for  Harrow 
that  if  you  give  a  first-class  security  yon 
are  entitled  to  a  corresponding  lowering 
of  the  charge  or  interest.  I  think 
it  is  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  Hur 
Majesty's  Government  to  be  afraid  to 
have  this  matter  threshed  out  in  Com- 
mittee. There  should  be  free  and  open 
discussion  upon  it,  so  that  both  sides 
may  be  heard.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Leicestershire  has  complained  of  the 
want  of  finality.  Well,  1  have  not  been 
in  Parliament  long  ;  but  I  fancy  if  thero 
is  to  be  finality  in  legislation,  there  is'  no 
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need  to  have  a  Parliament  at  all.     I 
have  always  believed  that  the  object  of 
Parliament  is  to  revise,  amend,  and  add 
to  existing  Statntes,  and,  therefore,    I 
cannot  endorse  the  complaint  of  my  hon. 
Friend.    This  Act  may  have  worked  well 
for  54  years,  bat    circumstances  have 
now  altogether  changed,  and  I  hold  that 
the  time  has  arrived  for  a  re-considera- 
tion of  the  whole  subject. 
•(10.45.)    Viscount  WOLMER  (Hants, 
Peteisfield)  :  I  have  had  the  advantage 
of  hearing  not  only  speeches  which  have 
been  delivered  from  both  sides  of  the 
Honse,      bat      also     interjections     by 
the  right    hon.    Gentleman    the  Mem> 
ber  for  Derby,  and  I  think  that  those 
interjections  have  shown  that  there  is  a 
considerable   difEerence  of  opinion    be- 
tween the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
Colleiigae  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for    Wolverhampton.     I  under- 
stand the  right  hon.  Member  for  Derby 
to  be  in  favour  of  preserving  the  corpus 
<rf  the  tithe  while   willing  to  consider 
whether,   in  some  special  cases,  such  as 
the  Eastern  Counties,  a  revision  of  tithe 
was  required.     On  the  other  hand,  I  un- 
derstand  the  right    hon.    Member   for 
Wolverhampton  to  be  in    favour  of  a 
general  revision  of  the.  tithe.     I  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Membar  for  Derby, 
and  am  opposed    to    anything    like    a 
general  revision  of  the  tithe,  as  proposed 
by  this  Instruction.     The  true  reading 
of  this  Instruction   is  that  there  should 
be  an  eqaitable  revision  of  all  tithe,  and 
any  hon.   Memhor  who  thinks  that  the 
corpus  of  the  tithe  ean  emerge  unim- 
paired from  sach  a  revision   must  be 
living  in  a  fool's  paradise.     It  should  be 
recollected  that  in  a  general  revision  of 
the  tithe  it  would  be  impossible  to  in- 
crease the  titho  on  grass  land,  on  account 
of  the  increased  value  of  stock,  while 
decreasing  the  tithe  on  the  arable  land, 
because  the  only  standard  of  the  tithe  is  a 
com  average.     The  only  result  of  such  a 
revision  would  be  that  the  corpus  of  the 
tithe    would    emerge'  in    a    shattered, 
meagre,    and    whittled    oondition.       Is 
there  any  equitable  claim  for  a  general 
revision  of  tithe  f    For  my  part,   while 
opposed  to  any  general  revision,  I  am 
perfectly  ready  to  consider  favourably 
any  Amendment  dealing  specially  with 
the  Eastern  Counties  and  sicnilar  cases. 
It  is  generally  acknowledged  that  Sir 


James  Caird  is  the  leading  agricultural 
expert,  and  we  may  take  it  from  him 
that  the  gain  by  the  Act  of  1836  has 
been  to  the  land  owner,  and  until  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dorsetshire  becomes  an  even 
grater  authority,  I  think  we  are  bound, 
in  the  absence  of  a  contradiction  from 
Sir  James  Caird,  to  accept  that  state- 
ment. Whether  the  tithe  remains 
chiefly  in  possession  of  the  Church,  or  Ls 
devoted  in  the  future  to  other  purposes, 
the  attempt  on  the  part  of  some  land 
owners  to  re-open  this  question  for 
their  benefit  is  founded  on  no  just  basis, 
and  is  wholly  unworthy  of  English  gen- 
tlemen. Hon.  Gentlemen  around  me 
may  laugh,  bat  it  seems  to  me  that  a 
ba^fain  by  which  the  land  owners  have 
gained  £2,000,000  per  annum  is  not  one 
which  they  have  now  any-  just  right  to 
try  and  re-open.  In  this  denunciation 
I  difEsrentiate  the  case  of  the  small 
yeomen — men  who  are  struggling  hard 
for'  their  living — from  the  general  mass 
of  land  owners.  Their  attitude,  if  not 
grounded  on  as  good  a  case  as  some  of 
them  may  think,  is  at  any  rate  natural. 
In  my  view,  any  hon.  Member  who  votes 
for  this  Instruction  will  vote  in  effect 
for  whittling  down  the  corpus  of  the 
tithe,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  oppose 
it  to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 

(10.54.)  Mb.  PICTGN-  (Leicester) :  I 
was  unable  to  decide  which  'way  I  ought 
to  vote  until  the  speech  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  cou'vinced 
me  that  I  oaght  to  vote  for  the  Instruc- 
tion. I  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  argue  that  the-  result  of  an 
equitable  revision  of  the  tithe  would  be 
that  tithe  which  now  stands  at  £78 
would  become  £133.  For  my  part  I  am 
anxious  for  the  improvement  of  the 
value  of  the  national  property,  and  .for 
that  reason  I  shall  vote  for  the  Instruc- 
tion. It  cannot  be  denied  that  there 
are  special  cases  of  hardship,  and  the 
Instruction  will  relieve  them  'without 
injuring  the  national  property.  I  under- 
stand an  eqaitable  revision  to  be  that 
where  the  tithe  is  too  high  it  will  be 
reduced,  and  that  where  it  is  too  low  it 
will  be  raised.  Otherwise,  there  can  be 
no  sense  in  the  phrase,  "  eqaitable 
revision," 

(10.57.)  Sir W.HARCOURT (Derby): 
In  this  interesting  Debate  there  have 
been  many  remarkable  speeches,  but  the 
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most  remarkable  has  been  that  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the  Darwen 
Division  of  Lancashire.  I  cannot  con- 
•  ceive  that  there  coujd  be  any  more 
valnable  leaflet  for  distribution  in  the 
agricultural  districts  than  the  speech  of 
that  noble  Lord.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Sussex  has  spoken  with  his 
usual  plainness  and  frankness,  and  has 
told  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the 
Bill  is  one  -which  nobody  ■wants,  and  that, 
unless  it  is  altered  in  a  very  material 
manner,  it  will  be  extremely  displeasing 
to  himself  and  his  constituents.  The 
hon.  Baronet  also  gave  the  Govern- 
ment the  advice  that  I  myself  have 
tendered  them,  both  in  the  last  and  the 
present  Session,  that  they  might  have 
done  better  to  leave  the  tithe  question 
alone  unless  they  are  prepared  to  deal 
with  it  on  a  much  lai^r  scale.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Darwen  has 
spoken  of  the  extrame  immorality  of 
disturbing  the  settlement  of  1 836.  There 
is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  for  that  view, 
but  if  that  is  the  ground  on  which  the 
Gkivemmsnt  stands,  why  have  they 
brought  in  any  Bill  at  all  ?  It  would 
have  been  different  if  the  Government 
had  introduced  a  Bill  merely  to  make 
the  land  owner  directly  liable  for  the  tithe, 
as  they  have  admitted  him  to  be,  although 
it  is  a  liability  he  has  shirked,  and  got  out 
of,  as  he  has  out  of  evety  liability. 
Within  the  last  10  or  12  years  there 
was  a  Bill  passed  in  this  House  which 
provided  that  a  farmer  on  leaving  his 
feurm  should  receive  compensation  for 
his  improvements,  but  which,  at  the 
same  time,  enabled  the  land  owner  to  get 
rid  of  that  liability.  The  Government 
and  their  friends  are  very  fond  of  these 
voluntary  and  permissive  measures,  and 
now  they  bring  in  a  measure  which, 
though  professing  to  do  so,  fails  to  remove 
the  liability  from  the  occupier,  who  is  just 
as  liable  as  he  was  before.  The  fact  is 
that  it  renders  him  liable  under  the  name 
of  rent  instead  of  under  the  name  of 
tithe,  and  the  process  is  made  tur  more 
drastic  than  before.  I  say  that  this  Bill 
is  one  that  seriously  affects  the  position 
of  all  parties  in  relation  to  the  tithe — it 
affects  the  position  of  the  land  owner  and 
the  position  of  the  occupier,  and,  this 
being  so,  we  ask  that  the  Committee  shall 
have  power  to  review  the  whole  question. 
Now,  we  are  told  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
Sir  W.  Harcourt 


opposite  that  every  one  who  votes  for 
this  Amendment    will  thereby  pledge 
himself  to  a  re-opening  of  the  whole  of  the 
tithe  question ;  and  it  is  said  that  there 
is  some  difference  on  the  matter  between 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  and  myself.     But  in 
reality  theie  is  no  difference  whatever.  I 
am  in  favour  of  preserving  the  corpus  of 
the  tithe  and  of   making  the  necessary 
revision  in  cases  of  hardship,  and  that  I 
understand  to  be  the  view  of   the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  well  as  the  view  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Maldon 
(Mr.  Gray).       It  is  also  the  view  of  my 
noble  Friend  behind  me,  who  says  he   is 
quite    ready    to    revise    the    tithe    in 
particular  cases  where  there  is  shown 
to  be  hardship.     As  I  understand  it,  an 
equitable  revision  would  be  that  where 
the  tithe  is  too  high  it  should  be  reduced, 
and  where   it  is  too   low  it  should    be 
raised,  and  it  is  on  these  grounds  that 
I  support  this  Instruction.     The  noble 
Lord     the     Member     for     the      Dar- 
wen Division  of  Lancashire    (Viscount 
Cranbome),    together   with  my   Friend 
behind  me,  is  extremely  anxious  in  the 
interests  of  the  tithe  owners  to  re-open 
the  tithe    question.      If  there  is  to  be 
a  re-opening  of  the  settlement   of  this 
question,  the  Committee  will,  at  all  eventsy 
have    the     power  to   redress    existing- 
injustice.     My  noble  Friend  is  entirely 
mistaken       in      supposing      that     this 
Instruction  aims  at  a  general  revision  of 
tithes.  All  weask,  as  the  right  hon. Gtentle-' 
man  the    Member   for    Wolverhampton 
has  explained,  is  that  the  Committee  in 
dealing  with  this  question  should  have 
the  power  to  redress  any  injustice  it  may 
come  across,  and  those  who  vote  against 
the  Instruction    will    vote  against  the 
possibility  of  redressing  the  special  cases 
of  hardship  which  are  found  in  different 
districts.     That  is  the  vote  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  are  about  to  give  on 
this  subject.    The  Members  for  Essex, 
Suffolk,   and    Norfolk    intend    to    vote 
against    the    Instruction.      They   mean 
that  the  Committee  which  is  about  to  deal 
with  the  tithe  question  should  have  no 
power  to  afford   relief  in   these  special 
cases.     Take  the  case  d  North  Hamp- 
shire,  a  county  in  which  I  have   the 
pleasure  to  reside.     The   hon.  Member 
for  North  Hampshire  has  said  there  are 
no  cases  of    hardship    in   that  county. 
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which  shows  that  he  knows  extremely 
h'ttile  of  the  coanty  he  represents.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Hampshire,  who 
followed  him,  suggested  a  ^stem  for 
which  something  may  be  said,  and  which 
might  come  under  this  Instmction,  and 
that  is  that  we  should  have  a  percentage 
proportionate  to  the  old  percentage  of 
1836  applied  to  the  new  condition  of 
things.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  has  referred 
to  certain  cases  of  hardship,  but  I  would 
refer  to  one  or  two  which!  deem  still 
more  striking.  In  doing  so  I  will 
confine  myself  to  Hants.  I  have  here 
IJie  case  of  a  6trm,  the  net  rent  of  which 
isJCS,  and  the  tithe  rent-charge  JC120. 
]  ask  the  House,  what  does  it  think  of 
the  relation  of  the  rental  to  the  tithe 
rent-chaige  in  such  a  case  as  that? 
Here  is  another  case  where  the  net 
rental  is  £50  and  the  tithe  rent-chargfe 
£160,  and  another  where  the  net  rent  is 
jE20  and  the  tithe  rent-charge  £80.  Are 
these  cases  in  which  it  is  thought  that 
the  tithe  rent-charge  bears  the  same 
relation  to  the  land  and  the  actual  rent 
payable  as  was  intended  by  the  Legisla- 
ture? Everybody  knows  it  does  not.  Yon 
may  say  the  settlement  of  1836  was  final, 
and,  therefore,  you  will  not  re-open  it, 
but  you  cannot  say  that  logically,  because 
yon  are  now  re-opening  the  question,  and 
in  doing  so  you  ought  to  place  the 
Comicittee  in  a  position  to  redress 
these  injustices.  My  noble  Friend 
behind  me  said  he  wished  to  see 
these  injustices  redressed,  and  would 
be  glad  to  see  this  done  in  Committee. 
How  is  he  going  to  do  this  if  the  Com- 
mittee are  not  so  instructed !  By  objecting 
to  this  Instruction  he  is  absolutely  dis- 
abling himself  from  doing  the  very  thing 
he  wants  to  do.  One  argument  which 
stmck  me  as  new  was  used  bv  an  hon. 
Member,  who  pointed  out  that  the  tithe- 
payer  is  actually  paying  a  large  sum  of 
money  by  way  of  a  present  to  the  tithe 
owner  in  consideration  of  the  payment 
of  the  rate.  That  is  to  say,  in  addition 
to  the  tithe  on  the  land  there  would 
be  168.  an  acre  given  for  the 
rate,  which  was  reaUy  only  2s.  or  3s.  in 
the  &\.  He  gave  %ureB  showing  that 
08  moch  as  £120  a  year  had  been  given 
to  the  tithe  owner  in  respect  of  ifates 
which  really  only  amounted  to  £20  ayear, 
80  that  the  tithe  owner  was  receiving 
VOL  COCXLV.    fraiBD  sbbibs.] 


£100  a  year  in  respect  of  rates  he 
never  paid  at  all.  These  are  questions 
which  are  perfectly  free  to  arise,  and 
which  we  ought  to  be  perfectly  free  to  dis- 
cuss. All  we  ask  by  this  Instruction  is 
that  we  may  deal  freely  with  these  ques- 
tions in  Committee.  But  what  is  the 
line  the  Government,  who  profess  to  be 
the  farmers'  friends,  are  taking  ?  They 
say — "  We  are  going  to  vote  against  this 
Instruction;  we  will  debar  the  Com- 
mittee from  considering  any  question  of 
injustice  which  may  be  proved,  whether 
in  Essex,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  or  elsewhere." 
I  challenge  the  Attorney  General,  who 
will  follow  me,  to  say  whether,  without 
some  such  Instruction,  it  will  be  possible 
to  redress  the  grievances  I  have  referred 
to  within  the  four  comers  of  this  Bill. 
If  he  cannot  show  this,  the  result  will  be 
that  Essex,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  Berkshire, 
Hampshire,  and  other  counties  will  have 
still  to  suffer  the  existing  inequahty  of 
the  tithe,  and  will  be  refused  the  means 
of  obtaining  jnstice.  Regarding  this 
Bill  as  guilty  of  special  and  unnecessary 
injustice  to  occupiers  of  land  in  respect 
of  tithes,  I  say  the  injustice  is  greatly 
aggravated  by  debarring  the  Committee 
from  the  means  of  correcting  existing 
inequalities.  A  general  re- valuation  of  the 
tithes  is  not  contemplated  by  this  Amend- 
ment. It  only  enables  the  Committee 
to  deal  with  injustice  where  it  arises. 
Representatives  of  agricultural  counties 
will  take  an  immense  responsibility  on 
themselves  in  refusing  to  allow  the  Com- 
mittee this  power.  It  is  said  that  the 
tithe  is  national  property  and  we  must 
not  whittle  it  away.  I  have  no  desire 
to  whittle  it  away,  but  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver-  . 
hampton,  that  if  it  be  national  property 
it  ought  to  be  dealt  with  like  all  other 
national  property,  and  if  it  has  exemp- 
tions, privileges,  or  monopolies,  which  do 
not  apply  to  other  national  property,  it 
ought  to  be  corrected  in  that  respect. 
What  has  been  the  case  in  regard  to  the 
Crown  estates  and  our  national  property  ? 
One  of  the  oldest  demands  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  was,  that  the  exemption  of 
rates  enjoyed  by  Crown  lands  in  former 
times  should  ba  taken  away.  That  was 
a  fair  demand,  and  the  privilege  enjoyed 
by  the  national  property  was  corrected 
in  that  respect.  Therefore,  the  argument 
that  because  this  is  national  property  it 
F 
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shonld  not  be  freely  and  fairly  dealt 
with,  goes  for  nothing.  It  seems  to 
mu  that  the  case  made  out  by 
•my  hen.  Friend  is  unanswerable.  No 
one  has  risen  on  the  other  side  to 
say  there  are  not  districts  iu  this  country 
where  the  unequal  operation  of  the  tithe 
is  un&,ir  and  unjust.  Here,  however, 
we  have  a  BiU  dealing  with  the  tithe 
question,  and  yet  hon.  Members  repre- 
senting agricultural  districts  are  about 
to  refuse  this  House  the  means  of  dealing 
with  admitted  injustice  and  redressing 
admitted  inequalities.  That  seems  to  me 
a  most  extraordinary  position.  If, 
however,  they  insist  on  adopting  it  we 
cannot  help  it.  We  are  not  the  Miners' 
friends,  at  least  in  that  sense.  What  we 
say  is  this,  If  you  propose  to  open  the 
tithes  question  at  all  you  ought  to  allow 
the  whole  question  to  be  opened.  If 
Amendment  are  proposed  which  are  not 
fair  and  reasonable  you  may  reject  them, 
but  do  not  preclude  yourselves  from 
considering  Amendments  of  this  descrip- 
tion on  the  ground  that  they  will  admit 
proposals  which  are  necessary  to  redress 
injustice  and  inequality,  on  which  ground 
I,  for  one,  give  it  my  cordial  support. 

•(11.20.)  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
(Sir  R.  Wbbstee,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I  can 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I  shall 
not  neglect  the  challenge  which  he  has, 
with  great  courtesy,  given  to  me,  but  I 
shall  deal  with  the  particular  point. 
Certainly  it  would  be  a  great  injustice 
to  the  supporters  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment if  we  left  them  to  vote  on  the  merits 
of  this  question  under  the  impression 
that  they  would  do  so  on  the  lines  indi- 
cated by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  under  a  complete 
misapprehension  as  to  what  the  real  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  are.  But  I  must 
allude  to  a  very  important  question 
which  was  dealt  with  in  the  absence  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  have  not  been 
absent. 

♦Sir  R.  WEBSTER:  I  do  not  mean 
absent  in  the  sense  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  not  master  of  the  Debate, 
but  I  believe  be  was  absent  while  this 
particular  point  was  being  dealt  with. 
Sir  W.  Marcourl 


Sir  W.   HARCOURT:    I    was  only 
absent  five  minutes. 

*SiR  R.  WEBSTER :  I  am  extremely 
sorry  I  referred  to  the  absence  of  the 
right  hon.  Gh^ntleman,  and  I  am  sure  we 
are  all  glad  that  he  has  been  here  the 
whole  time.      It  was  said  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers   sitting    behind    me    that    if    the 
Instruction  simply  enabled  the  queBtioii 
of  corn  averages  to  be  gone  into  tibey 
should  vote  for  it.      If  that  be  the  real 
meaning  of  the  Instruction  it  is  quite 
impossible  that  it  could  have  been  moved  by 
the  hon.  Member  opposite.     There  stand 
on  the  Paper,  in  the  names  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Ashburton  Division  and 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Glamorganshire, 
two  Instructions  which  distinctly   raise 
the  question  of  re-adjusting  the  method 
of  taking  the  tithe  rent-charge  averages. 
Instead  of  these  Instructions,  the  hon. 
Member    has     moved    an     Instruction 
which,  as  has  been  pointed  out  more  than 
once,  would  enable  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  to  submit  any  Amendments 
he  wished  in  Committee.      There  would 
be    nothing    to    prevent    Amendments 
being  put  down  to  raise  the  whole  ques- 
tion.     Let    me     explain    to    my    hon. 
Friends    behind   me    exactly   the    posi- 
tion.       The     right     hon.     Gentleman 
the    Member   for    Wolverhampton   did 
not  in  any  way  blink  the  point  that  the 
question     of     an     equitable     revision 
would  be  open  to  the  House.      What, 
then,  comes  of  the   suggestion  that  we 
are  only  voting  for  an  Instruction  to  deal 
with  com  averages  and  the  method  of 
taking  them?    The  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man   the    Member  for  Wolverhampton 
did    not    suggest    that    it    would     be 
in    any    way    so    limited.       I    under- 
stand the    hon.   Members   for    Maldon 
and  Dorsetshire  to  say  that  if  a  Division 
is  to  be  taken  solely  on   the  question 
of  com  averages  they  would  vote  for  the 
Instruction.     But  I  would  point  out  that 
if  this  instruction  were  passed  it  would 
enable  hon.  Members  to  smother  the  Bill 
with  Amendments,  involving  questions 
of  the  greatest  difficulty,  and  which  could 
only  be  adjusted  by  an  expenditure  of 
time  which  is  not  at  our  disposal   this 
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sion,  or  in  any  one  Session.  The 
Government  are  not  unwilling  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  corn  arerages,  but 
this  Instruction  goes  a  great  deal 
farther  than  the  narroir  grounds  on 
which  hen.  Members  behind  me  are 
willing  to  support  it.  I  maj  add  that 
the  GoTemment  are  willing  to  afford 
temporary  relief  in  cases  of  hardship. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Derby  had  time  to  consider  the 
Amendments  on  the  Paper — -he  has  time 
to  write  letters  to  the  newspapers — he 
would  see  that  these  cases  of  haidship 
are  dealt  with  by  these  Amendments. 
These  Amendments  we  are  fully  pre- 
pared to  consider  on  their  merits,  and  we 
believe  they  go  far  to  meet  the  equities 
of  the  cases  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton.  Where  the 
produce  or  rental  value  of  the  land  has 
fallen  so  low  that  it  has  no  proper  relation 
to  tithe,  there  is  nothing  in  the  Bill 
to  prevent  temporary  relief  being  given. 
We  are  prepared  to  consider  suggestions 
upon  the  question  of  com  averages, 
and  I  go  further,  and  say  that  we  are  pre- 
pared to  consider  any  definite  or  practi- 
cal scheme  that  may  be  submitted. 
Five  or  six  suggestions  have  been  made 
in  a  tentative  way,  but  no  definite  or 
practical  scheme  has  yet  been  put  for- 
ward. Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
ready  to  give  effect  to  any  such 
scheme  by  practical  legislation  as 
aoon  as  it  can  be  devised.  But  I 
protest  that  if  this  Instruction  is  passed 
it  will  enable  hon.  Members  to  load  the 
BUI  with  an  unlimitednumber  of  Amend- 
ments, each  one  of  them  raising  the 
Mover's  own  view  of  what  is  to  be  an 
Miiitable  revision  of  the  Settlement  of 
1856,  and  which  would  bring  about  a 
result  which  some  hon.  Members  would 
not  be  unwilling  to  see,  namely,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  pass  the  Bill  in 
the  present  year.  The  right  hon.  Cten- 
tleman  the  Member  for  Derby  challenged 
me  to  show  that  this  Bill  would  enable 
the  House  to  deal  with  special  cases  of 
hardship ;  and  he  went  so  &r  as  to  say —  "  I 
am  sorry  that  he  pledged  his  great  Par- 
liamentary reputation  so  high;" — that 
everybody  who  voted  against  this  Instruc- 
tion woidd  be  voting  against  the  possi- 
bility of  the  House  dealing  with  these 
cases  of  hardship.  Sometimes,  when  I 
read  the  speeches  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 


leman — and  I  read  them  all — I  think 
that  his  imagination  plays  a  very  con- 
siderable part  in  the  representation 
which  he  gives  of  the  schemes  of  Her 
Majesty's  Gk)vernment.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  meant  unfairly,  but  I  do  say 
this,  that  he  trusts  very  largely  to  his 
imagination.  I  have  not  time  to  argue 
this  point  at  length.  The  rgiht  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said,  three  or  four  times,  positively 
and  distinctly  that  to  vote  against  the 
Instruction  would  preclude  the  Commit- 
tee from  dealing  with  cases  of  hardship. 
Is  he  aware  that  the  Bill  proposes  that 
the  tithe  shall  be  reduced  in  cases  where 
the  standard,  it  may  be  of  the  rent  or  of 
the  produce,  has  been  ascertained 
to  be  less  than  the  tithe  ?  There 
are  Amendments  on  the  Paper  which 
propose  that  if  the  rental  or  profit  value, 
however  it  be  ascertained,  is  below  a 
certain  figure,  the  tithe  will  be  reduced 
one-half,  or  down  to  that  figure.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  may  shake  his 
head;  but  I  challenge  him  to  put  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper,  or  to  object, 
when  Mr.  Courtney  is  in  the  Chair,  thai 
any  Amendment  in  that  direction  is  out 
of  order.  I  am  justified,  I  think,  in 
telling  hon.  Members  that  they  need  not 
be  afraid  of  its  being  said  that  they  are 
precluding  themselves  from  going  into 
these  cases  of  hardship.  I  would  again 
point  out  that,  unless  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  able  to  take  the  Bill  and 
show  that  these  cases  of  hardship  cannot 
be  dealt  with  in  Committee,  the  assertion 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made,  but 
which  he  has  not  endeavoured  to  support 
by  argument,  should  scarcely  have  been 
made  in  the  House.  Both  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  said  that  this  Bill 
re-opens  the  settlement  of  1836. 
I  cannot  understand  gentlemen  with 
logical  minds  and  .legal  knowledge  put- 
ting such  an  argument  before  the  House. 
The  settlement  of  1836  provided  that 
instead  of  1-1 0th  of  the  produce  there 
should  be  a  rent-charge  fluctuating  in 
amount  with  the  fluctuations  in  the  price 
of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats,  and  that  it 
should  be  paid  by  the  landowner.  1  pass 
by  the  customary  and  somewhat  thread- 
bare attack  on  landowners  in  general 
to  which  we  have  been  treated  to-night, 
and  will  only  say  that  the  other  priu- 
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ciple  involved  in  tho  settlement  of  1836 
was  that  whatever  might  be  the  improve- 
ment in  the  land  the  tithe  owner  should 
never  receive  more  than  this  rent-charge. 
1  will  not  discuss  whether  that  was  an 
equitable  assessment  or  not ;  but  I  do 
not  think  any  hon.  Member  will  suggest 
that  I  have  not  fairly  stated  the   points 
in  the  settlement  of  1836.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
says  the  Government  have  ripped  up 
that  settlement.  I  listened  with  astonish- 
ment, and  waited  to  hear  in  what  respect 
they  have  done  so.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman asserted  the  Government  have  im- 
?osed  a  personal  liability  on  the  occupier, 
will  assert  they  have  imposed  no  such  lia- 
bility ;  but  1  will  not  stop  to  bandy  words 
on  iJiat,  because  my  right  hon.  Friend 
has  said  that  the  Government  are  willing 
to  insert  words  to  prevent  any  such  result 
being  brought  about.     Have  the  Govern- 
ment done  nothing  to  relieve   the  hard 
cases?    They   have    proposed 'that  the 
actual  rent  shall  be  reduced  in  certain 
cases.     By  the  clauses  of  the   Bill  they 
have  attempted  to  reduce  the  burden  in 
certain  cases  where  it  is  thought  to  press 
hardly.     The   hon.    Member   for   North 
Hants  thinks  the  standard  we  have  set 
up    will   not   be  satisfactory — that  our 
relief    will    not    go    far    enough;    but 
whether  he  is  right  or  we  are  right  we 
have  by  the  clauses  attempted  to  reduce 
the  burden  in  hard  cases.     Will  any  hon. 
Member   who   is  willing  to  deal   fairly 
with  my  position  be  good  enough  to  sug- 
gest to  me  what  part  of  the  settlement  of 
1836  is  ripped  up?     It  is  provided  that 
the    owner    shall    be    tlie   only   person 
responsible.     The  clause  reserving  exist- 
ing    contracts     is      a     mere     incident 
which   appears  in   every  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment of    the    kind,   and    has    nothing 
to    do    with    the    main    scope    of    the 
Bill.     In  all  future  contracts  the  owner 
and  not  the  occupier  will  have  to  pay 
the  tithe.     In  that  respect  we  are  abso- 
lutely  carrying  out   the   settlement  of 
1836.     Again,    we    have   given  no  in- 
creased value  of  any  sort  or  any  kind  by 
this  Bill  to  the  tithe  owner,  except  that 
involved  in    the    settlement    of    1836. 
Lastly,  in  the  cases  in  which   we  have 
given   relief  we  have  given   it  to  the 
occupier  and  not  to  the  owner.     All  the 
steps  we  have  taken  have  been  steps  to 
redress  the  evil  felt  by  the  persons  who 
Sir  R,  Webster 


have  paid  the  tithe,  and  in  no  way  to 
give  any  increased  value,  either  in 
amount  or  security,  beyond  the  Act  of 
1836  to  those  who  receive  the  tithe.  Of 
course,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot 
now  reply  to  my  speech  ;  but  these  ques- 
tions will  come  up  over  and  over  again 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion  on  the 
clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  I  will  respect- 
fully, but  firmly,  challenge  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  point  out  then  in  what 
respect  I  am  wrong  when  I  say  the  Bill 
does  not  break  up  the  settlementof  1836. 
I  trust  that  I  have  made  my  meaning 
clear.  I  will  only  assert  again  that  this 
Instruction  is  not  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  relief  to  be  given  in 
cases  of  hardship. 

(11.38.)  Sir  H.  VIVIAN  rose  to  ad- 
dress the  House. 

Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach  rose  in  his 
place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

(11.40.)  The  House  divided: — Ayes 
238;  Noes  197.— (Div.  List,  Noi  117.) 

Question  put  accordingly. 

(11.55.)  The  House  divided  : — Ayes 
197,;  Noes  240.— (Div.  List,  No.  118.) 

(12.8.)  Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR 
(Liverpool,  Scotland) :  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
should  like  to  ask,  as  a  matter  of  order, 
whether  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  go 
on  to  the  next  Order,  as  the  time  for 
contested  business  is  passed  ? 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  was  about  to  take 
the  House  into  counsel  upon  an  entirely 
new  point  which  has  arisen.  The 
position  is  this :  There  are  several  other 
Instructions  on  the  Paper.  If  there 
were  no  other  Instructions  down 
on  the  Paper  I  should  have  to 
leave  the  Chair  without  Question 
put.  There  are  a  number  of  Instructions 
down ;  but  I  regret  to  inform  the  hon. 
Members,  in  whose  names  the  other 
Instructions  stand,  that  they  are  not  in 
order.  Some  of  them  have  been  antici- 
pated, and  others  are  beyond  the  scope  of 
the  BUL  Under  these  circumstances, 
strictly  and  technically,  I  should  leave 
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the  Chair  and  allow  the  proceedings  to  be 
completed  as  they  originated  before 
12  o'clock.  I  do  not,  howeyer,  wish  to 
do  80  withont  the  full  concurrence  of  the 
Honse,  the  occasion  being  a  perfectly 
new  one.  I  am  not  going  to  insist  upon 
any  technicality.  I  am  disposed  to  take 
the  Honse  faUy  into  my  confidence.  I 
shall  not  leave  the  Chair  if  the  House 
objects  to  my  doing  so. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  Would 
not  discossion  on  the  sabject  constitute 
opposed  business  ? 

♦Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  House  wiU 
ofaserre  that  there  is  no  question  before 
the  Honse  on  the  assumption  that  these 
Instructions  are  out  of  order.  Of  course, 
I  know  very  well  that  it  is  possible  some 
Instructions  may  be  put  down  which 
may  be  in  order.  If  hon.  Members  wish 
me  to  state  specifically  and  categorically 
why  the  Instructions  are  out  of  order  I 
wiUdoso.  \Ci-ies  oj  "Yes,"  and  "No, 
no!"]  Probably,  the  House  will  not 
think  it  necessary  that  I  should  do  that. 
I  shall  only  leave  the  Chair,  as  I  say, 
after  that  explanation,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House.  I  have  no  personal 
feeling,  I  need  not  say. 

Mr.  p.  stanhope  (Wednesbury) : 
Am  I  to  understand  that,  in  consequence 
of  your  ruling,  it  is  open  to  any  Member 
to  object  to  your  leaving  the  Chair  ? 

•Mb.  speaker  :  No  objection  can  be 
taken  technically ;  but  it  is  a  new  point 
which  has  arisen,  and,  as  I  have  said 
before,  I  have  stated  it  to  the  Honse 
as  fnlly  and  as  fairly  as  I  could.  I  can- 
not say  there  is  a  technical  rule,  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  put  the  House  to  any  incon- 
venience. The  InstmotioQS,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  are  out  of  order.  There  is  no 
question,  therefore,  before  the  House, 
and,  technically,  I  say,  I  should  be 
obliged  to  leave  the  Chair,  and  think 
myself  entitled  to  leave  the  Chair  with- 
ont Question  putj  but,  if  the  House 
objects,  the  Debate  must  stand  over. 

Mb.  p.  stanhope  :  Under  the  cir- 
camstances  of  your  recent  ruling,  and 
considering  the  fact  that  there  are  many 
hon.  Friends  of  mine  who  would  like. 


perhaps,  to  put  in  order  the  Instructions 
they  have  at  present  on  the  Paper,  I 
shall,  with  great  respect  to  the  Chair, 
take  what  formal  course  may  be  neces- 
sary to  raise  an  objection  to  your  leaving 
the  Chair. 

*Mb.  speaker  :  I  shaU  not  leave  the 
Chair  unless  the  House  generally  wishes 
me  to  do  so.  Perhaps  the  HouBe  will  be 
kind  enough  to  express  an  opinion. 
[Cries  of  «  No,  no,"  cmd  "  Yes,  yes."] 

*Mr.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  (Den- 
bighshire, E.) :  Speaking,  as  I  think  I 
may  do,  on  behalf  of  the  Welsh  Members, 
and  without  wishing  to  take  advantage 
of  any  technical  objection,  all  I  can  say 
is  that  we  desire  most  certainly  that  you. 
Sir,  should  not  leave  the  Chair. 

Mb.  a.  O'CONNOR  (Donegal,  E.) : 
Will  it  not  be  in  order  to  move  that  the 
Honse  should  proceed  to  the  other  Orders 
of  the  Day  ? 

*Mb.  speaker  : ,  I  think  I  am  pre- 
cluded from  putting  any  question  that  I 
expressly  leave  the  Chair.  It  would  be 
better  that  I  should  not  leave  the 
Chair. 

Mb.  GOSCHBN:  I  do  not  rise  to 
make  any  observations,  because  it  is  per- 
fectly clear,  from  the  statement  which 
you,  Sir,  have  made,  that  unless  you  saw 
dearly  that  it  was  the  unanimous  feeling 
of  the  House  you  would  not  think  it 
right  to  leave  the  Chair.  I  did  not  rise, 
because  I  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  would 
give  utterance  to  some  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  matter ;  but  clearly, 
unless  there  is  some  more  unanimous 
feeling  than  we  are  acquainted  with 
at  present,  you  would  not  think  it 
right  in  the  circumstances  to  leave  the 
Chair.  Perhaps  I  may  add  that  we  shall 
put  the  Bill  down  as  the  first  Order  this 
day. 

It  being  after  Midnight,  Further  Pro- 
ceeding on  going  into  Committee  stood 
adjourned. 

Further  Proceeding  to  be  resumed 
to-morrow. 
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TREES  (IRELAND)  BILL— (No.  70.) 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  2. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Camberwell,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  move,  Mr.  Courtney,  that  you  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  withdraw 
his  opposition.  This  is  a  Bill  on  which 
both  sides  are  agreed,  and  its  object  is  to 
enable  tenants  to  improve  their  property 
by  planting  trees. 

Mb.  macartney.  (Antrim,  S.) :  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  prepared  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ments which  have  been  put  down  to  the 
Bill.  If  he  will  look  at  the  Amendments 
he  will  see  that  they  do  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  interefere  with  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  measure.  The  registration 
provided  for  in  those  Amendments  is  a 
simple  matter,  involving  no  expense  to 
the  county. 

Db.  tanner  :  I  think  that  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  look  at  the  facts  of 
the  case  he  will  see 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order  !  If 
the  hon.  Member  is  not  prepared  to 
accept  the  Amendments  it  is  impossible 
for  us  to  go  further. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit  again 
to-morrow. 

CUSTOMS  CONSOLIDATION  ACT  (1876) 
AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  247.) 
Considered  in  Committee. 
Db.  tanner  :  I  object. 

Mb.  CRAIG  (Newcastle-upon-Tyne): 
I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  allow 
this  Bill  to  pass.  He  thinks  it  will  pro- 
mote smuggling,  whereas  its  effect  will 
be  just  the  reverse. 

*SiB  A.  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.):  We 
have  now  got  to  the  definition  clause. 
If  the  hon.  Member  has  any  Amend- 
ments to  propose  I  will  give  them  my 
best  consideration  on  the  Report  stage. 


Db.  tanner  :  On  the  understanding 
that  only  one  stage  will  be  taken  to- 
night I  will  not  insist  upon  my  objec- 
tion. 

Bill  reported  ;  as  amended  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Thursday  next. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT (SCOTLAND)  BILL.— (No.  239.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 

LICENSING   ACTS    (APPEALS)    BILL.— 
(No.  36.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

On  the  Motion  for  adjonmmeat  of  the 
House, 

(12.28.)  Mb.  J.  MORLEY:  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
to-morrow,  in  case  the  Government  suc- 
ceed in  getting  yon.  Sir,  out  of  the 
Chair,  they  intend  to  proceed  with  the 
Committee  on  the  Tithes  BiU,  or  to  go 
into  Committee  of  Supply  1 

*(12.29.)  Sib  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I 
should  hope  that  the  Speaker  will  be 
permitted  to  leave^  the  Chair  -ndthont 
any  delay  to-morrow,  and  the  evening 
will  then  be  devoted  to  the  subject  of 
education. 

*Mr.  JACKSON:  It  was  understood 
that  it  would  be  convenient  to  take  the 
Report  of  the  Consular  and  Diplomatic 
Vote  to-morrow,  following  the  Education 
Vote. 

Mr.  BYRON  REED  (Bradford,  B.): 
May  I  ask  when  it  is  intended  to  proceed 
with  Committee  on  the  Tithed  Bill  ? 

*SiB  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot  answer  the  question. 

House  adjourned  at  half  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HI 


Centrai  London 


{ JunE  6, 18901 


RaUvxiy  BiU. 


142 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Fridai/,  6th  June,  1890. 


METEOPOLITAN   HOSPITALS.  &c. 
The  Lord  Saye  and  Sele  added  to  the 
Select  Committee. 

COMMITTEE    OF   SELECnON    FOR 
STANDINO  COMMt'rrEES. 

Report  from,  that  the  Committee  have 
nomiDated  the  Lord  Field  a  Member  of 
die  Standing  Committee  for  Bills  relating 
to  Law,  <fec.,  in  place  of  the  Earl  of  Minto 
discharged  from  the  Committee  (with 
his  Lordship's  assent)  on  the  14th  of 
March  last ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Tahle. 

OOMMITl'EE  OF  SELECTION  FOB 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
Report  from,  that  the  Committee  have 
added  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Carlisle,  the  Lord  Chaworth 
(E.  Meath),  the  Ijord  Leigh,  the  Lord 
Eonimird,  and  the  Lord  Emly  to  the 
Standing  Committee  for  General  Bills 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Custody  of 
Children  Bill, .  and  the '  Protection  of 
Children  BUI ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table. 

Hooae  adjoamed  at  twenty-five  minutes 

before  Five  o'clock  to  Monday  next, 

a  quarter  before  Eleren  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  6th  June,  1890. 


PRIVATE   BUSINESS. 

CENTRAL  LONDON    RAILWAY    BILL— 

(iy  Ordt. ). 

Order  for  Consideration  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  considered." 

(3.5.)  Mb.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone, 
E.) :  1  beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  con- 
ndered  npon  this  day  six  months.  The 
nmte  of  the  proposed  railway  passss 

VOL  CCCXLV.    [thikd  skeees.] 


through  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
district  I  represent,  which  extends  from 
the  Marble  Arch  to  Tottenham  Court 
"BJotA.  There  is  the  strongest  possible 
objection  to  the  scheme  on  the  part  of 
the  shopkeepers  in  Oxford  Street,  who, 
I  see,  are  very  slightingly  spoken  of  in 
a  statement  which  has  been  circulated  by 
the  promoters.  They  say  that  the  very  un» 
usual  course  of  endeavouring  to  throw  oat 
the  Bill  on  consideration  of  the  B«port  has 
been  adopted  at  the  instance  of  Oxford 
Street  tradesmen,  who  took  part  in  the 
opposition  before  the  Committee.  I  do 
not  know  that  the  Oxford  Street  trades- 
men are  very  much  to  blame.  If  they 
consider  that  their  interests  and  their 
property  are  likely  to  be  seriously 
damaged  by  this  railway,  it  is  only 
natural  that  they  should  oppose  it  in 
every  possible  way  that  they  can.  ■  They 
are  not  so  selfish  or  so  foolish  as  to  say 
that  if  it  could  be  shown  that  there  is  an 
absolute  demand  for  such  a  railway  they 
would  still  oppose  it,  but  they  do  object, 
very  strongly,  that  an  experiment  such 
as  this — for  it  is  purely  an  experiment — 
should  be  made  in  so  impoiiant  a 
thoroughfare  as  Oxford  Street.  If  their 
object  holds  good  regarding  such  a 
thoroughfare,  what  can  be  said  of  the 
remaining  line  of  route,  which  continues 
along  Holborn,  Cheapside,  Newgate 
Street,  and  King  William  Street  ?  They 
object  to  such  a  route  as  this  being 
handed  over  to  a  body  of  speculators  who 
have  not  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the 
scheme  which  they  propose  to  introduce.  I 
say  that  advisedly,  because  it  is  to  be  an 
electricrailway.andthereisnoexiierience, 
in  this  country,atall  events, of  the  success 
of  such  a  scheme.  There  seems  really 
to  be  no  necessity  for  this  rail- 
way at  all,  and,  .on  that  ground,  I 
ask  the  House  to  reject  the  scheme. 
This  line  would  not  relieve  in  any  way 
the  difficulties  of  the  traffic.  .  It  only 
proposes  to  deal  with  passengers,  and  it 
would  not  relieve  in  any  way  the  cross 
traffic  from  the  north  to  the  south, 
which  everybody  knows  is  a  source  of  so 
much  danger  and  delay.  It  is,  moreover, 
not  a  railway  which  would  feMsilitate  in 
any  way  the  inter-communication  of 
passengers  by  different  railways,  such  as 
the  Metropolitan,  the  District,  or  the 
main  railways  which  run  north  and  south, 
because  this  electric  railway  is  on  a 
totally  different  level  to  other  railways 
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being,  as  sank  in  some  places,  at  a  depth 
of  70  feet.  It  is  also  worked  on  a  totally 
difierent  principle  to  any  railway  that 
has  ever  been  constructed  in  this 
countiy.  In  1863,  or  thereabouts,  a 
Joint  Committee  of  the  Lords  and  Ck>m- 
mon  sat  to  consider  what  convenience 
Londoners  required  in  the  way  of  rail- 
way conmiunication,  and,  with  the  in- 
creased popalation  since  then,  and  the 
increased  tendency  to  travel  on  the  part 
of  the  public,  I  think  that  such  a  Com- 
mittee might  well  be  re-appointed,  in 
order  that  the  whole  question  of  the 
traffic  of  the  Metropolis  might  be  very 
carefully  considered  and  gone  into.  I  do 
not  wish  to  detain  the  House  and  will, 
therefore,  conclude  by  saying  this — that 
the  Committee  sitting  upstairs  evidently 
had  very  great  doubts  as  to  the  scheme, 
because  they  inserted  a  clause  which 
prevents  the  promoters  from  issuing  a 
prospectus,  or  raising  capital,  until  three 
months'  experience  of  the  Sonthwark 
,  Subway,  as  it  is  called,  should  have  been 
gained.  When  there  is  a  doubt  of  that 
kind  I  think  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  to 
throw  out  the  Bill  and  let  the  promoters 
come  to  Parliament  when  they  can  show 
.that  there  is  an ,  undoubted  success  as  to 
the  working  of  an  electric  railway  in  this 
■'Country.  I  beg  to  move  that  the  Heport 
be  considered  this  day  six  months. 

*Mb.  GAINSFORD  BRUCE  (Finsbnry, 
Holbom):  I  beg  to  second  the  Motion 
for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  I  have  no 
desire  to  prevent  increased  focilities  being 
supplied  for  locomotion  in  London.  I 
think  that  every  Representative  of  a 
Metropolitan  constituency  would  gladly 
welcome  any  scheme  which  would  afford 
increased  facilities  for  transit ;  but  the 
.question  the  House  has  to  consider  is 
whether  this  scheme  would  afford  in- 
creased facilities.  It  is  a  railway  to  be 
worked  by  electricity,  and  I  submit  that 
electricity,  as  a  motive  power  in  this 
<50untry,  is  altogether  untried.  The  pre- 
sent scheme  is  a  mere  experiment,  and 
my  constituents  in  Holbom  venture  to 
dunk  that  Holbom  is  not  the  place 
where  an  experiment  of  this  kind  should 
be  made.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
some  years  ago  a  somewhat  similar  ex- 
periment was  tried  in  the  construction 
of  a  pneumatic  railway,  and  that,  after  a 
fair  trial,  it  was  found  to  be  impractic- 
able, and  was  ultimately  abandoned.  We 
are  now  asked  to  commence  a  new  work 
Mr.  Boidnois 


in  London  by  laying  down  a  new  system, 
and  endeavouring  to  ascertain  how  tar 
electricity  can  be  utilised  as  a  motive 
power.  The  inconvenience  to  the  people 
of  London  is  certain ;  the  advantages  are 
altogether  uncertain.  I  know  that  this 
House  is  always  reluctant  to  interfere 
with  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  a 
Select  Committee;  but  in  this  case  the 
Committee  itself  has  been  in  doubt,  it 
has  not  been  able  to  make  up  its  own 
mind.  A  provision  of  an  extniordinary 
character  has  been  inserted  in  the  Bill 
providing  that  the  company  shall  not 
issue  any  prospectus  or  raise  any  portion 
of  their  capital  until  the  Southwark  Sub- 
way shall  have  been  completed,  and  shall 
have  been  open  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers  for  three  months.  I  cannot 
understand  why  that  clause  was  inserted, 
unless  the  members  of  the  Committee 
themselves  were  in  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  scheme  is  a  practicable  one.  There- 
fore, in  asking  the  House  to  reject  the 
Bill  we  are  only  seeking  to  give  effect 
to  the  doubts  of  the  Committee  expressed 
on  the  face  of  the  BUI. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  now  "  in  order  to  add  at  the  end 
of  the  Question  "  on  this  day  six  months." 
— (i/r.  Bovlnoit.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

*(3.25.)  Mb.  T.  H.  BOLTON  (St. 
Pancras,  N.)  :  I  am  disposed  to  support 
the  Bill,  but  I  should  like  to  have  some 
information  as  to  how  far  the  rights  of 
the  public  have  been  considered  in  regard 
to  the  pennanent  way,  and  whether  the 
company  are  going  to  pay  anything  to 
the  Public  Authorities  by  way  of  com- 
pensation or  royalty  for  being  permitted 
to  drive  a  tunnel  under  the  main  roads. 
If  there  is  no  provision  of  that  kind  in 
the  Bill,  I  think  it-  would  be  well  to 
adjourn  the  Debate,  so  that  the  London 
County  Council  and  the  Metropolitan 
Parliamentary  Representatives  might 
consider  the  matter. 

(3.30.)  SiE  C.  LEWIS  (Antrim,  N.)  : 
I  must  say  that  I  have  not  heard  any 
sufficient  reason  g^ven  why  the  House 
should  depart  from  the  usual  practice, 
and  reject  a  Bill  which  has  been  passed 
by  a  competent  Committee,  after  most 
careful  consideration.  There  may  be 
private  objections  to  the  Bill,  but  only 
strong  public  grounds  should  induce  the 
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Honsetotake  the  course  aofrgested  hy 
{he  hon.  Member  for  Maiylebone  (Mr. 
Soalnois). 

(3.32.)  Mb.  p.  STANHOPE  (Wednes- 
Imiy) :  Nothing  has  been  heard  from  the 
opponents  of  the  Bill  that  adds  to  the 
information  possessed  by  the  Committee 
when  they  arrived  at  their  decision.  I, 
therefore,  hope  that  the  House  will  waste 
no  more  time  about  the  matter,  bat  will 
rapport  the  Committee.  I  may  add,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  the  recent  Vestry 
Blections  in  connection  with  this  locality 
tamed  entirely  upon  this  Bill,  and  that 
the  majority  of  the  Members  who  were 
retamed  were  pledged  to  support  the 
«cheme.  Only  yesterday  the  Vestry  of 
Maiylebone  arrived  at  the  conclnsion 
that  they  would  withdraw  their  opposi- 
tion to  the  BUI. 

(3.33.)  Sib  H.  SELWIN  IBBETSON 
(Essex,  Epping):  I  do  not  think  the 
proposition  to  consider  the  Bill  this  day 
<ix  months  is  justified  by  any  such  great 
weight  of  evidence  as  is  usually  expected 
when  the  House  is  asked  to  reverse  the 
decision  of  a  Select  Committee.  I  must 
remind  the  House  also  that  the  par- 
ticular Committee  by  which  the  Bill  was 
considered,  sat  for  13  days,  and  gave  the 
fallest  consideration  to  the  questions 
which  were  raised  before  it.  The  pro- 
posed railway  would  tend  to  diminish 
the  present  congestion  of  traffic  in  our 
streets,  and  it  almost  appears  as  if  some 
of  those  who  raised  objections  to  the 
'Central  London  BaUway  have  at  heart 
the  interests  of  existing  vehicular  traffic, 
and  not  those  of  the  public.  Similar 
railTrays  to  this  have  been  established  in 
America  with  success. 
•(3.35.)  Sib  JULIAN  GOLDSMID 
(St.  Pancras,  S.) :  I  must  say  that  I 
never  heard  a  weaker  case  submitted  for 
upsetting  the  deliberate  judgment  of  a 
Committee,  which  sat  for  a  long  period, 
and  gave  the  closest  attention  to  the 
evidence.  The  question  of  electric 
railways  is  by  no  means  in  an  experi- 
mental stage  in  the  United  States.  I 
have  been  on  many  such  lines,  and  I 
believe  that  accidents  upon  them  are 
not  more  frequent  than  upon  ordinary 
lines. 

(3.36.)  Mb.  W.  H.  JAMES  (Gates- 
head) :  Having  presided  over  the  Com- 
mittee which  considered  this  Bill,  I 
Bhooild  like  to  point  out  that  the  Local 
Anthorities  who  have  to  keep  the  roads 


in  repair  are  likely  to  be  gainers  if 
the  railway  is  constructed,  because  the 
traffic  will  be  decreased,  and  the 
wearing  of  the  roadway  consequently 
lessened.  It  is  evident  that  something 
must  shortly  be  done  to  relieve  the 
great  congestion  of  traffic  in  the  Metro- 
polis. There  are  three  courses  open — 
traffic  can  be  conveyed  either  upon,  over, 
or  under  the  surface.  I  do  not  believe 
that  an  overhead  railway  is  likely  ever 
to  be  constructed  in  London,  while  if  the 
surface  traffic  continues  to  increase  in  its 
present  proportions  an  absolute  deadlock 
may  shortly  be  expected  in  some  of  our 
thoroughfares.  No  doubt  electric  trac- 
tion is  to  some  extent  an  experiment, 
but  it  is  one  of  the  functions  of  Parlia- 
ment to  sanction  experiments  made  by 
scientific  men,  who  believe  that  they  will 
confer  benefits  on  the  public.  The 
opposition  of  the  shopkeepers  is  rather  in 
the  interests  of  their  own  trade,  as  they 
would  derive  advantage  from  congested 
traffic,  but  they  are  not  the  only  persons 
to  be  considered.  I  hope  that  the  pro- 
posed line  will  do  someUxing  to  alleviate 
the  great  evils  which  now  attend 
metropolitan  traffic.  Among  the  oppo- 
nents were  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St. 
Paul's,  who  entertain  a  fear  that  the  pro- 
posed railway  may  interfere  with  the 
safety  of  the  cathedral,  but  the  Committee 
received  ample  evidence  to  convince  them 
that  no  danger  of  the  kind  is  to  be 

•(3.45.)  Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON 
(Shropshire,  Oswestry) :  I  do  not  object 
to  the  principle  of  electric  railways,  but 
my  fear  is  that  the  construction  of  a 
tunnel  so  near  St.  Paul's  might  tend  to 
endanger  the  foundations  of  that  build- 
ing. Mr.  Penrose  and  Mr.  Ewan  Chris- 
tian, architects  to  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners  and  to  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  are  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  fabric  of  the  cathedral 
may  be  endangered  if  the  Bill  is  allowed 
to  pass,  and  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  who 
designed  the  present  structure,  has  left 
on  record  a  full  description  of  the  nature 
of  the  soil  upon  which  the  cathedral  is 
built,  and  a  warning  to  those  who  should 
come  after,  that  no  tunnelling  in  the 
neighbourhood  should  be  allowed. 

*(3.46.)     SiE  J.  PULESTON  (Devon- 

port):  A     good      many      things     have 

happenedsince  the  daysof  Sir  Christopher 

Wrer.    and  we  are  assured    by    such 
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experienced  engineers  as  Sir  John  Fowler, 
Sir  Benjamin  Baker,  and  Mr.  Great- 
head,  that  there  can  be  no  possible 
risk  to  St.  Paul's  iu  sanctioning 
the  construction  of  the  proposed 
Railway.  Perhaps  1  may  be  allowed  to 
remind  the  House  that  the  Underg^und 
Bailway  was  allowed  to  approach 
Westminster  Abbey  within  70  feet  and 
Westminster  Hospital  within  23  feet, 
and  there  the  subsoil  is  sand,  and  no 
inconvenience  whatever  has  happened 
to  either  building,  whereas  the  proposed 
line  will  not  come  within  300  feet  of 
St.  Paul's,  where  the  subsoil  is  clay.  I 
think  the  convenience  of  the  line  will 
fer  outweigh  the  anxiety  of  my  hon. 
Friend. 
•(3.50.)  Sib  E.  WATKIN  ,,Hythe): 
I  may  be  thought  an  opponent  of  this 
measure  ;  and  certainly  I  could  answer 
much  that  has  been  said — for  instance, 
the  comparison  between  Westminster 
Abbey  and  the  District  Railway,  and  St. 
Paul's  and  the  subway  proposed.  But 
that  is  not  the  question.  I  have  been  a 
good  while  in  Parliament,  but  I  have 
always  set  my  face  against  this  House 
without  evidence  vetoing  the  decisions 
of  Committees  who  have  had  evidence 
before  them  ;  and  I  hope  the  House  •will 
pass  this  Bill  in  justice  to  a  painstaking 
Committee,  and  as  matter  of  fairness 
to  the  promoters. 

(3.51.)  Sib  E.  GREY  (Northnmber- 
land,  Berwick) :  As  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  wish  to  say  that  the  Bill  wa.s 
passed  at  the  instance  of  quite  substantial 
promoters,  and  after  the  most  careful 
investigation.  If  the  House  postpones 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill  now  a 
great  public  advantage  will  be  denied 
to  the  congested  districts  of  London. 
The  apprehensions  which  have  arisen 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  Bill  are,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  based  upon 
altc^ther  insufficient  grounds. 

(3.52.)  Mb.  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich) :  I  would  submit  that  the 
House  should  pause  before  it  makes 
a  present  to  private  individuals  of 
the  right  to  go  under  the  streets 
of  the  Metropolis,  a  right  which  may 
some  day  be  of  as  much  value  as  the 
right  to  conduct  traffic  along  the  surface 
of  the  ground. 

(3.55.)  Me.  CREMER  (Shoreditch, 
HE^^erston) :  I  quite  agree  as  to 
Sir  J.  Pvleston 


the  desirability  of  railways  becoming 
puhlic  property,  but  I  approve  of  the 
Bill  before  the  House,  and  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  opposition  to  it 
emanates  only  from  a  small  knot  of  selfish 
tradesmen,  who  object  to  any  form  of 
locomotion  which  does  not  give  pas- 
sengers full  facilities  for  stopping  at 
their  shops. 

(4.0.)  Me.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbuiy, 
E. ) :  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  approve 
the  Bill  generally,  but  I  think  ijiat  in 
future  such  a  measure  should  only  be 
sanctioned  on  the  understanding  that  the 
company  promoting  it  should  pay  some- 
thing in  the  way  of  royally  for  the  privi- 
leges accorded. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 


LTCENSED    PREMISES    (LOCAI> 
AUTHORITIES). 

Return  ordered — 

"  As  to  the  number  of  Premises  licensed  for 
the  salo  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  for  consump- 
tion on  the  premises,  which  have  been  par- 
chased  by  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works, 
the  London  County  Council,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Sewers  of  I  he  City  of  London,  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  and  the 
Corporations  of  the  several  Municipal  Boroughs 
in  England  and  Wales,  during  the  ten  years 
ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1890,  the  amount 
of  the  purchase  money  paid  in  respect  of  the 
licensed  premises  in  each  case,  and  whether  the 
licence  so  purchased  was  sold  or  transferred  or 
was  allowed  to  expire,  and  in  the  case  of  sale  or 
transfer  what  consideration  was  or  is  to  bo 
received  by  the  authority." — (Jfr.  itaolur4.) 

SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Sir  John  Mowbbat  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection :  That  they  had 
discharged  Mr.  Buchanan  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  and  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure,  in  respect 
of  the  Elections  (Scotland)  Corrupt  and 
Illegal  Practices  BOl,  and  had  appointed 
in  substitution,  Mr.  Wallace. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Resolutions  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee : 

I.  " 'lliat,  in  the  case  of  the  Aldershot  Roads 
Bill,  the  Standing  Urders  ought  to  b«  dU- 
pecsed  Trith— That  the  BUI  be  permileed  to 

proceed." 
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COMMISSIONS  IS  THE  ARMY. 

Address     for     "Betarn   of    CommissionB    in    the  Army    giren    to    Noa* 
Commiasioned  OfiBcers  during  the  last  five  years : — 


Kame  of 


Namber  of  years 
aerrice  in  the 
isnka. 


The  Commission 
given. 


-{Mr.  CofhiU.) 


QUESTIONS. 


THE  METROPOUTAN  POLICE. 

Mb.  OCTAVIUS  V.  MORGAN  (Bat- 
tersea) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  he 
can  state  the  number-  of  police  officers 
of  each  rank,  namely,  Inspectors, 
Sergeants,  and  Constables,  in  the  Metro- 
politan Police  Force  now  doing  ordinary 
or  street  duty  who  have  completed  15, 
20,  and  25  years'  service  respectively  ; 
also  the  number  who  have,  during  the 
last  12  months,  completed  15,  20,  and  25 
years'  service;  the  number  who  have 
died  dnring  the  last  12  months,  and 
after  what  length  of  service ;  and  the 
number  pensioned  within  the  last  12 
months  who  have  respectively  completed 
15,  20,  and  25  years'  service  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  tor  the 
HOilE  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Matthews, 
Birmingham,  E.) :  I  cannot  state  the 
%ures  within  the  limits  of  an  answer, 
bat  1  shall  be  happy  to  show  them  to  the 
hon.  Member. 

BRITISH  INDIAN  SUBJECTS  IN  SOUTH 
AFRICA. 
Sib  G.  CAMPBELL  (Kirkcaldy,  &c.) : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  what  has  been 
the  result  of  the  representations  made 
regarding  the  position  of  British  Indian 
subjects  in  the  Transvaal ;  whether  it  is 
true,  as  stated  in  the  public  prints,  that 
both  in  the  Transvaal  and  in  the  Orange 
Free  State  these  subjects  of  Her  Majesty 
hare  been  placed  under  severe  disabilities, 
their  trade  very  greatly  restricted  or 
prohibited,  the  privilege  of  holding  land 
denied  to  them,  and  their  presence  only 
permitted  under  special  licence ;  if  there 


Number  of  Commissions 
given  in  each  regiment 
each  year. 


Total  number  of 
Commissions 
given. 


is  any  truth  in  these  statements ;  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  urge 
strongly  on  the  Governments  of  the 
South  African  Republics  the  claims  to 
free  ingress  and  equal  treatment  of  the 
Indian  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  as  much 
as  the  claims  of  any  other  class  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects ;  whether,  in  the 
Colony  of  Natal,  British  Indian  subjects 
are  under  any  restrictions  or  disabilities 
not  applicable  to  people  of  European 
blood ;  and  whether  there  are  any  such 
distinctions  in  the  Cape  Colony  t 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Baron  H, 
de  Worms,  Liverpool,  East  Toxteth)  :  In 
consequence  of  representations  made  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  some  modifi- 
cation has  been  made  in  the  Transvaal 
Law  regarding  the  position  of  British 
Indians,  and  further  representations 
have  been  made,  but  no  definite  result 
has  been  yet  arrived  at.  I  may  refer 
thti  hon.  Member  to  the  answers  given 
by  me  on  May  3,  1889,  and  February  25, 
1890.  The  Government  of  the  Orange 
Free  State  having  recently  proposed  to 
enact  a  law  restricting  Asiatics  in  various 
respects,  a  representation  has  been  made 
by  the  High  Commissioner,  the  result  of 
which  is  not  yet  known.  It  is,  however, 
hoped  that  some  modifications  will  be 
made.  The  laws  and  restrictions  are 
based  upon  sanitary  considerations ;' 
they  make  no  discrimination  against 
British  subjects,  but  apply  generally  to 
all  natives  of  Asia,  and  aim  mainly  at 
defining  a  distinct  "quarter"  in  each 
town  for  their  habitation.  But,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  further  representa- 
tions have  been  made.  The  Indian 
immigrant  population  in  Natal  is  for 
certain  purposes,  and  for  its  own  protec- 
tion, subject  to  what  is  virtually  a  special 
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legal  code,  including  numerous  restric- 
tions and  regulations  which  are  not 
applicable  to  people  of  European  blood. 
Moreover,  Indians  and  other  semi- 
civilised  races  are  subject  to  special  bye- 
laws  as  to  registration  and  supervision 
in  the  boroughs  of  Pietermaritzburg 
and  Durban.  It  does  not  appear  that 
Asiatic  races  are  subject  to  any  special 
restrictions  in  the  Cape  Colony.  If  the 
hon.  Member  wishes  to  study  the  Natal 
laws  in  detail  they  will  be  shown  to  him 
if  he  calls  at  the  Colonial  Office.  It  is 
impossible  within  the  limits  of  an  answer 
in  Parliament  to  state  the  effect  of  one 
great  head  of  law  in  three  or  four 
separate  States. 

THE  BRUSSELS  CONFERENCE. 
Sib  G.  CAMPBELL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  if  it  is  true  that  the 
Anti-Slavery  Conference  at  Brussels 
have  also  baen  discussing  the  distinct 
question  of  levying  Customs  Duties  in 
in  the  Congo  Free  Trade  area ;  whether 
the  British  delegates  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  had  instructions  to  discuss  the 
other  question  also;  and  whether,  as 
stated  in  the  public  prints,  they  have 
given  their  adhesion  to  a  proposal  for 
levying  duties  ? 
•The  under  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir 
J.  FERGUsso>f,  Manchester,  N.E.)  :  It  is 
true  that  the  Anti-Slavery  Conference  at 
Brussels  have  been  discussing  the  question 
of  levying  Customs  Duties  in  the  Congo 
Free  Trade  area ;  but  it  is  obviously  im- 
possible to  give  information  on  this 
subject  while  the  Conference  is  still 
carrying  on  its  deliberations. 

INTERNATIONAL'  TELEGRAPH  CON- 
VENTION. 
Mr.  LENO  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster  General  whether  it  has 
been  brought  under  his  notice  that 
Lloyds'  Committee  has  proposed  to  the 
International  Telegraph  Convention,  now 
sitting  in  Paris,  that  the  signalling  fee 
at  Continental  signal  stations  should  be 
reduced  from  two  francs  to  one  franc,  in 
return  for  which  Lloyds'  propose  to 
reduce  the  signalling  fee  at  Lloyds' 
sigpial  stations,  both  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  elsewhere,  from  2s.  6d.  to 
Is. ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  great 
advantage  of  the  proposed  reductions  of 
Baron  H.  de  Worms 


these  signalling  fees  to  shipowners, 
merchants,  charterers,  and  underwriters 
in  this  country,  the  Government  has 
instructed  its  Representatives  to  support 
them  in  the  Paris  Conference,  with  the- 
view  of  preventing  a  renewal  of  tha 
higher  rates  for  the  next  five  years  % 
♦The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr, 
Raikes,  University  of  Cambridge)  :  The 
proposal  which  I  understand  Lloyda' 
Committee  are  now  desirous  of  submit- 
ting to  the  International  Telegraph 
Conference  is  that  if  the  signalling  fee 
at  Continental  stations  be  reduced  to- 
one  franc,  the  Committee  will  reduce  to 
Is.  the  fee  for  messages  from  Lloyds'" 
signal  stations  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
to  shipowners  not  resident  in  the- 
United  Kingdom.  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  place  shipowners  resident  in 
the  United  Kingdom  in  the  same  posi- 
tion. I  need  hardly  say  that  the 
British  delegates'  will  be  very  glad  to 
use  their  best  offices  to  secure  any 
reduction  the  foreign  Governments  may 
see  their  way  to  make  in  the  present  fee- 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  CHARTERED  COM- 
PANY. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  :  I  beg  to^ 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  the  South  African: 
Chartered  Company  is  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  High  Commissioner ;  and^ 
if  so,  to  what  extent,  and  in  what- 
manner ;  whether  any  map  exists  show- 
ing definitely  the  boundaries  of  the. 
territories  within  the  authority  of  the 
Chartered  Company ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  lay  it  upon  the  Table ;  and  in, 
what  official  p%per  is  the  charter  of  the 
company  to  be  found  in  the  final  said 
official  form  in  which  it  was  granted  1 

Mb.  O.  V.  MORGAN:  Before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  tlie  ques- 
tion, I  wish  to  ask  whether  the  High 
Commissioner  is  in  future  to  com- 
municate directly  with  the  South 
African  Republic,  or  whether  it  is. 
intended  to  appoint  a  successor  to  Mr> 
"Williams  ? 

Babox  H.  de  WORMS:  The  opera- 
tions of  the  Chartered  Company  are 
under  the  supervision  of  the  High  Com- 
missioner, who,  as  Her  Majesty's  Repre- 
sentative on  the  spot,  is  fully  authorised 
to  inquire  into,  approve,  or  prcJiibit  any 
proceedings  of  the  company,  subject,  oi 
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ooone,  to  the  ratification  or  otherwise  of 
his  acta  by  Her  Majesty's  Govemment 
at  home.  The  second  part  of  the  ques- 
tion  is  foTunded  on  some  misapprehen- 
sion. Subject  to  a  restriction  against 
interfering  with  the  rights  of  the  South 
African  Eepnblic  or  Portugal,  the 
company  may,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  obtain  any  commer- 
dal  or  administrative  rights  from  local 
African  rulers  which  it  may  consider 
itself  justified  in  acquiring  in  its  own 
interests,  and  having  regard  to  its 
resources.  The  Secretary  of  State  would 
naturally  prohibit,  under  Sections  3,  4, 
and  8  of  the  charter,  the  acquisition  or 
exercise  of  any  powers  which  he  might 
consider  the  company  unfit  to  exercise, 
or  likely  to  lead  to  international 
difficulties.  The  text  of  the  charter  as 
passed  will  be  found  at  pages  227-232 
of  the  Blue  Book,  G  5918.  La  answer  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  O.  V. 
Morgan),  perhaps  he  will  kindly  give  me 
notice  of  the  question. 

ADMIRALTY  CONTRACTS. 
Me.  HANBURY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what 
contracts,  and  to  what  amount,  have, 
within  the  last  12  months,  been 
given  to  Messrs.  Marrian  &  Co., 
shipping  brass-founders,  of  Slaney  Street, 
Birmingham ;  whether  in  those  con- 
tracts any  provision  was  made  against 
sab^contracting ;  whether  the  middle- 
man, to  whom  these  contracts  or  some 
of  them  were  sab-let,  is  stated  on  sworn 
evidence,  given  before  the  police  magis- 
trate, to  have  largely  and  suddenly 
reduced  the  wages  of  his  workmen,  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  taken  a  new 
Govemment  contract  from  a  firm  at  a 
low  figure,  and  could  not  afford  to  pay 
the  former  wages  any  longer;  and,  if 
contractors  are  required  to  manufacture 
in  their  own  factories,  whose  duty  is  it 
to  see  that  such  a  requii^ment  is  duly 
observed,  or  is  it,  as  was  given  in 
evidence  before  the  Lords'  Sweating 
Committee  with  reference  to  Army 
contracts,  nobody's  business  to  do  so  ? 

Thi   FIRST  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTr  (Lord  G.  Hamilto.h,  Middlesex, 

baling) :  C!ontracts  for  gun-metal  side 
Kttttles,  hinges,  and  other  articles  to  the 
Talae  of  nearly  £5,000  have  been  given 


to  Messrs.  Marrian  within  the  last  12 
months,  the  bulk  of  the  orders  over 
£4,000  having  been  placed  in  April 
last.  No  definite  provision  against  sub- 
contracting was  made  in  these  contracts, 
because  in  many  cases  the  contractor 
cannot  make  all  the  component  parts  of 
the  articles  he  supplies.  For  instance, 
in  the  case  of  side-scuttles  the  contractor 
would  not  make  the  glass  or  indiarubber 
washers  connected  with  them.  Care  is, 
however,  taken  that  only  boTid  fide 
nutnufacturers  of  the  articles  required 
are  intrusted  with  a  Government  con- 
tract There  is  no  foundation  for  the 
report  to  which  the  third  part  of  the 
question  relates.  Messrs.  Marrian  do 
not  sub-let  the  contracts  intrusted  to 
them  by  the  Government,  and  no 
evidence  in  support  of  such  a  statement 
'  was  adduced  at  the  trial  referred  to.  A 
dispute  did  arise  in  connection  with  the 
discharge  of  two  workmen,  who  were 
specially  entered  by  the  foreman  in 
charge  of  the  foundry  to  complete  a 
large  private  order ;  but  the  case  did  not 
involve  any  question  of  the  sub-letting  of 
the  Govemment  contract.  Casters  in  a 
foundry  of  this  kind  arc  engaged  and 
paid  by  the  foreman,  in  accordance  with 
the  established  practice  of  the  trade. 
There  is  no  special  staff  told  off  to  visit- 
contractors'  works  to  see  that  all  con- 
tracts are  executed  on  the  premises,  but- 
many  articles  are  made  under  inspection, 
and  the  Director  of  Contracts  frequently 
visits  the  contractor's  premises,  as  op- 
portunities occur,  to  satisfy  himself 
that  the  orders  are  properly  executed 
there. 

In  reply  to  a  further  question  by  Mr» 
J.  Rowlands, 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  said :  I  under- 
stand that  the  Director  of  Contracts  has 
not  a  sufficient  staff  to  enable  him  to 
see  that  the  contract  clause  is  carried! 
out  in  every  case.  Our  contracts  do  not 
necessitate  the  insertion  of  such  a 
clause. 

Me.  J.  ROWLANDS:  It  is  inserted 
as  a  precaution  against  sweating.  It 
renders  the  persons  infringing  it  liable  to 
a  penalty  of  JCIOO.  Are  there  no  means 
of  enforcing  the  penalty  % 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman refers  to  the  clothing  contracts. 
We  have  no  contract  for  clothing. 
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PROCESSIONS  IN  LONDON. 

Ms.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  B.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretarj  of  State 
for  the  Horns  Department  whether  he 
will  lay  apoa  the  Table  of  the  House  a 
Return  of  the  proceBsions  in  London  for 
the  last  three  years ;  and  whether  he 
can  show  in  the  Return  what  was  the 
object  of  the  procession,  how  many  per- 
sons were  supposed  to  be  in  each  pro- 
cession, and  how  many  police  were 
detailed  ofi  to  look  after  each  procession  1 

Ma.  MATTHEWS:  In  1889  1,177 
meetings  and  processions  are  reported  to 
me  as  having  taken  place ;  in  1888 
1,403;  in  three  months  of  1887  198. 
The  Commissioner  of  Police  tells  me 
that  he  is  not  able  to  give  the  figures  for 
any  earlier  period.  The  Commissioner 
does  not  consider  that  in  the  public  in-* 
terest  it  would  be  advisable  to  state  the 
numbers  of  police  "detailed  ofi  to  look 
after  each  procession."  No  estimate  of 
the  numbers  of  persons  "supposed  to 
be  in  each  procession  "  can  now  be  given. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  does  not 
seem  necessary  to  present  any  Return  to 
Parliament,  as  I  have  given  the  hon. 
Member  the  information  I  possess. 

Mb.  J.  ROWLANDS :  What  was  the 
object  of  each  procession } 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  have  no  infor- 
mation. 

Mb.  CREMER  (Shorjditch,  Haggers- 
ton) :  The  answer  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  confuses  meetings  and  pro- 
cessions. Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
give  the  numbers  of  processions  as  dis- 
tinguished from  m3etiag8  ?  Does  the 
Rsturn  include  preaching  at  the  corners 
of  streets  on  Sunday,  and  persons 
gathered  together  by  some  one  speaking  ? 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state  the 
number  of  complaints  that  have  been 
made  to  the  authorities  of  disturbances 
arising  out  of  the  maetings  to  which  he 
has  alluded? 

Mu.  MATTHEWS:  I  must  ask  for 
notice  of  the  questions. 

GLASGOW  TAILORING   TRADE. 

Mr.  CREMER :  I  be?  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  his  attsntion  has  been  called  to  a 
dispute  in  the  tailoring  trade  in  Glasgow, 
and  to  the  importation  of  journeymen 
tailors  from  Germany  by  certain  master 
tailors  of  the  city ;  whether  he  is  aware 


that  the  men,  previous  to  their  departure 
from  Germany,  were  induced  to  enter 
into  a  1 2  months'  contract  with  the  master 
tailors  of  Glasgow,  without  being  in- 
formed that  there  was  a  dispute  in  the 
tailoring  trade  of  that  city  ;  and  whether 
a  contract  so  entered  into  is  binding  t 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  focts,  but  I  have  tele> 
graphed  to  Glasgow  for  them.  Whether 
the  alleged  contract  is  binding  is  a 
question  of  Scotch  Law,  as  to  which  I 
have  no  authority  to  give  an  opinion. 

Mr.  CREMER :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afbirs  if 
the  Foreign  Office  could  instruct  the 
British  Consuls  in  the  towns  of  Germany, 
from  which  men  are  being  brought,  to 
notify  the  tailors  of  such  places  that  a 
dispute  exists  in  the  tailoring  trade  of 
Glasgow  1 

*SrE  J.  FBRGUSSON:  It  is  not  a 
matter  in  which  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment can  properly  interfere. 

THE  NEWFOUNDLAND  FISHERIES. 

SiE  T.  ESMONDE  (Dublin  Co.,  S.)' 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  initiating  negotiations 
with  the  Government  of  the  French 
Republic  with  a  view  to  the  purchase  of 
the  rights  of  French  fishermen  in  the 
coast  fisheries  of  Newfonndland  ? 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON:  No  statement 
can  be  made  upon  the  subject  at  present, 
or  until  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Newfoundland  and  the 
other  Representatives  of  the  Colonial 
Government.    . 

HELIGOLAND. 
Sib  G.  CAMPBELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  statement  in  the  Colonial 
Office  LiH  for  1890,  page  133,  that  so 
lately  as  1888  the  annual  value  of  the 
imports  into  Heligoland  was,  from  the 
United  Kingdom  £305,  from  elsewhere 
£30,500,  may  be  taken  to  be  the 
correct  outcome  of  the  official  Returns ; 
and  if  he  can  explain  whether,  and 
under  what  circum3tances,there  has  since 
been  such  a  change  that  now  the  imports 
into  Heligoland  are  almost  wholly  front 
the  United  Kingdom  t 
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Bisos  H.  DE  WORMS :  I  regret  to 
find  that  there  was  an  error  in  the 
iBformation  Bnpplied  to  me  hy  the 
Department  on  this  sabject  which  I  gave 
to  the  Honse  on  Monday,  last  The 
mistake  appears  to  have  been  caased  by 
confusing  the  Bstnms  of  imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom  with  those  of 
imports  from  other  conntries.  The 
matter  does  not  appear  to  be  of  much 
importance ;  bnt  I  may  add  that  it  is  not 
possible,  from  the  figures,  to  say  how 
much  of  the  imports  professedly  coming 
from  Germany  are  goods  originally 
shipped  from  English  ports. 

EXPRESS  LETTER  POST. 
Me.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bniy) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  he  is  now  prepared  to 
establish  the  system  of  "  express  letter 
post,"  as  suggested  in  No.  46  (page  14)  of 
the  Sixty  Beasons  for  an  Inquiry  into 
Reform,  forwarded  to  him  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Canterbury,  on  the  1st 
Octobsr,  1889,  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"Recommendin);  the  introduction  of  the 
syatem  of  expreaa  letter  post,  or  special  delivery 
poet,  which  worha  ao  satisfactorily  on  the 
CoatiseTit  and  in  America.  A  letter  posted  in 
Vienna  or  New  York,  having  an  extra  stamp 
br  way  of  special  fee,  is  at  once  dispatched,  and 
ig  delivered  within  twenty  minutes  or  half  an 
hour  from  the  time  of  its  receipts  in  the  postal 
district  to  which  it  is  addressed  f" 

•Mb.  RAIKES  :  I  am  not  unaware  of 
the  advantages  claimed  for  the  system 
referred  to  by  the  hoa.  Member;  but 
there  are  a  variety  of  considerations  to 
be  borne  in  mind  before  adopting  a  pre- 
ferential rate  of  postage,  which  some 
could  afford  to  pay  and  which  many 
conld  not.  Another  question  arises  as  to 
the  expediency  of  breaking  into  the  uni- 
form rate  of  postage  established  by  Sir 
Borland  Hill,  and  the  matter  will 
require  further  investigation  before  a 
decision  can  be  arrived  at. 

Me.  HENNIKER  HEATON :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  aware  that  in 
iferch,  1886,  the  question  was  said  to  be 
under  cousideration  f  Has  any  decision 
been  arrived  at  t 

•Me.  RAIKBS:  No,  Sir;  no  decision 
has  been  arrived  at. 

BRITISH  SUBJECTS  IN  FRANCE. 
Me.  p.  STANHOPE  (Wednesbuiy) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  SecretaoT'  of 
State  for  Foreign  A&irs  whether  Her 


Majesty's  Gkrvernment  have  now  more 
fully  considered  the  hardships  entailed 
upon  3ritish  subjects  resident  in  France 
by  the  French  Military  Law  of  1889, 
which  imposes  military  service  upon 
children  of  the  first  generation  bom  in 
France  of  British  parentage ;  and  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will,  under 
the  peculiar  circnmstances  of  the  case, 
make  representations  to  the  Frendi 
Government,  pointing  out  that,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  fact  that  citizens  of  the 
French  Republic  resident  in  England 
under  similar  conditions  are  not  liable  to 
any  military  service,  it  would  be  proper 
to  extend  reciprocal  advantages  by  the 
exercise  of  a  dispensing  power  to  British 
subjects  resident  in  France  P 

•SiE  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  new  French 
Naturalisation  Law  enacts  that  children 
born  in  France  of  a  father  also  born  in 
France  are  French  citizens,  and  the 
Military  Law  imposes  military  service 
upon  such  persons  as  French  citizens. 
Although,  according  to  British  Law, 
grandchildren  of  a  natural  bom  British 
subject  are  British  subjects  even  though 
bom  abroad,  Her  Majesty's  (Joverament 
have  been  advised  that  there  is  no  proper 
ground  of  protest  against  the  new 
French  Law. 

PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether  hisattentionhas been 
called  to  the  report  of  Professor  Brown, 
which  shows  an  alarming  increase  in 
outbreaks  of  pleuro-pneumoniadvring  the 
four  weeks  ending  24th  May,  and  that 
the  attacks  are  largely  among  shed 
cattle,  and  are  spread  by  their  sale  and 
dispersion ;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  limited  powers  and  jurisdiction 
now  possessed  by  Local  Authorities, 
especially  as  to  control  over  movement 
of  cattle  from  one  area  to  another,  he 
will  take  steps  to  bring  the  Pleuro-Pnen- 
monia  Bill  into  operation  at  the  earliest 
possible  date? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chaplin,  Lincoln- 
shire, Sleaford)  :  Yes,  Sir.  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  report  of 
Professor  Brown,  by  which  I  presume 
the  hon.  Member  refers  to  the  nsual 
monthly  report  which  is  presented  by 
him  to  the  Veterinary  Committee  of  the 
Royal  Agricultusal  Society.    It  is  unfor- 
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tunatsly  true  that  the  outbreaks  of 
plenro-pneumoniahaTe  reoentlyincreased, 
and  especially  during  the  last  month,  a 
fact  to  •which  I  have  already  called  atten- 
tion more  than  once  during  the  passage 
of  the  Pleuro-Pneumonia  Bill  through  the 
House.  I  may  observe  that  the  disease 
usually  shows  a  marked  inoreaee  at  this 
period  of  the  year,  which  is  due,  no 
doubt,  to  the  considerable  movement  of 
animals  which  takes  place  throughout 
the  country.  What  the  hon.  Member 
means  by  the  reference  in  the  second 
part  of  his  question  to  the  very  limited 
powers  nowpossessed  by  theLocal  Authori- 
ties I  do  not  quite  understand  ;  and  he 
is  probably  not  aware  that  the  powers 
they  possess  already  within  their  own 
jurisdiction  are  very  wide.  I  have 
already  directed  that  a  communication 
should  be  made  to  the  various  Local 
Authorities  where  the  disease  prevails 
■with  the  view  of  procuring  an  energetic 
application  of  their  powers  until  the 
Pleuro  Bill  comes  into  operation,  which 
I  am  quite  as  anxious  to  hasten  as  the 
hon.  Member. 

Mr.    CHANGING:    At    what    date 
will  the  Bill  come  into  operation  ] 
Mr.  CHAPLIN :  In  September. 

ARMENIA. 
Mb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  attention  of 
Her  Majesty's  (Jovemment  has  been 
called  to  the  accounts  have  very  recently 
appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  horrible 
cruelties  stated  to  have  been  perpetrated 
a  few  weeks  ago  upon  Armenian 
Christians  in  the  district  of  Khanoos 
between  Bitlios  and  Erzeroum;  and 
whether  he  can  give,  or  will  obtain,  any 
information  on  the  subject  % 
•Sib  J.  FEBGtJSSON:  In  a  Despatch, 
dated  the  13th  of  last  month,  Her 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Erzeroum  stated  that 
he  had  heard  that  a  large  number  of 
Armenian  labourers  passing  through  the 
valley  of  Alashgerd  on  their  return 
home  from  Russia  were  attacked  by 
Koords  and  five  of  their  number  killed. 
The  Porta  denies  the  truth  of  the  report 
referred  to,  and  inquiry  is  being  made  as 
to  the  facts. 

Mb.  BRYCE :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  .does  not  seem  to  have   seen  the 
'  statement  on  which  my  notice  is  founded, 
Mr.  Chaplin 


that  one  of  the  Christians    had    been 
roasted  alive. 

•SiE  J.  FERGDSSON  :  We  certainly 
have  not  heard  of  any  such  occurrence ; 
but  I  am  quite  certain  if  it  took  place  it 
will  be  reported. 

BUSINESS  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Me.  COGHILL  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral what  was  the  number  of  cases  waiting 
to  be  heard  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division 
and  the  Chancery  Division  respectively 
when  the  Judges  rose  on  the  23rd  May 
for  the  Whitsuntide  vacation;  and 
whether,  as  the  Judges  have  vacations 
of  three  weeks  at  Christmas,  two  weeks 
at  Easter,  10  days  at  Whitsuntide,  and 
11  weeks  in  the  autumn,  he  would 
consider  the  advisability  of  either 
abolishing  the  Whitsuntide  vacation 
altogether,  or  of  limiting  it  tp  the 
Saturday  preceding  and  the  Monday 
following  Whit  Sunday  t 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir  R 
Webster,  Isle  of  Wight):  The  number 
of  cases  standing  for  trial  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  sitting  was, 
in  the  Chancery  Division,  627,  and  in 
the  Qaeen's  Bench  Division,  including 
cases  pending  before  Divisional  Courte 
and  appeals  in  Bankruptcy,  1,212.  The 
question  of  the  length  of  vacations  is 
not  for  me,  but  having  regard  to  the 
work  which  has  to  be  performed  by  the 
Judges  and  officials  when  the  Courts 
are  not  sitting,  I  am  unable  to  hold  out 
any  hopes  that  a  proposal  for  shortening 
the  Whitsuntide  vacation  would  be 
entertained. 

Mb.  J.  KELLY  (Camberwell,  N.) :  May 
I  ask  if  Divisional  Courts  are  in  future 
to  be  composed  of  three  Judges  instead 
of  two,  as  has  been  the  case  for  the  last 
10  years  1  If  so,  there  will  be  one  Nisi 
PriuB  Court  the  less. 

Sib  R.  WEBSTER:  I  must  have 
notice  of  that  question. 

Mr.  COGHILL  :  Does  not  the  Attorney 
General  consider  one-third  of  the  year 
too  much  of  a  holiday  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

BUSINESS  OF  THE   HOUSE. 

Mb.     J.     E.     ELLIS      (Nottingham, 

Rushcliffe)  :  I  had  intended  to  ask  the 

First  Lord  of    the  Treasury  whether, 

inasmuch  as  on  the  20th  May  he  stated — 
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"If  it  t)ecomes  necessary  for  the  Oovem- 
meat  to  make  proposals  for  a  farther  extension 
of  time,  then  the   views  of  the  Govemraent 
with  regard  to  the  future  progress  of  business  ; 
may  lie  properly  put  forward, 

and  on  the  23rd  May  he  made  snch  a 
proposal  withoat  giving  the  views  of  the 
Government,  he  will  now,  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  House,  make  such  a 
statement  as  to  business  as  he  did  on  the 
17th  Jane,  1889,  when  making  a  similar 
Motion  to  that  carried  on  the  23rd  May 
this  year.  In  the  absence  of  the  right 
faoD.  Gentleman  I  will  defer  the  ques- 
tion. . 

SiE  A.  BORTHWICK  (Kensington, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  he  can  inform  the 
House  with  reference  to  what  took  place 
on  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man 'the  Member  for  the  Bridg^ton 
Division  of  Glasgow  earlier  in  the 
Session ;  whether  his  Gk>vernment  have 
given  tiieir  attention  to  devising  any 
means  for  enabling  the  House  to  rise  for 
the  Autamn  Recess  at  an  earlier  period 
than  has  been  the  case  on  some  recent 
occasions  ?  I  presume  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  avrare  that  the  present 
state  of  public  business  gives  a  special 
interest  to  this  question  in  the  minds  of 
hon.  Members) 

Thb  chancellor  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  GOSCHEN,  St  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  I  may  say  that  the 
Government  have  given  their  very 
serious  attention  to  the  matter  which 
was  raised  by  the  Motion  of  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  the  Member  for  Bridge- 
ton  earlier  in  the  Session.  The  Govern- 
ment, were  urged  to  consider  whether 
any  means  might  be  devised  by  which 
the  House  might  rise  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  Session.  We  have  g^ven  atten- 
tion to  the  matter,  and  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  leader  of  the  House 
will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
submit  proposals  to  the  House. 

CONTEMIT  OF  COURT. 
Mb.  E.  LEES  (Oldham) :  Ibeg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  General  whether  his  attention 
lias  been  called  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Harrison,  of  Hollinwood,  Oldham,  who  is 
now  lying  in  Strangeways  Prison,  Man- 
chester, for  contempt  of  Court ;  whether 
he  is  avrare  that  Mr.  Harrison  has  never 
committed  any  offence  except  in  connec- 
tion with  the  publication  of  a  pamphlet 
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entitled  The  Coal  Trade  and  Railwai/ 
Rates,  reflecting  upon  the  action  of  a 
Railway  Company  and  certain  coUiery 
proprietors;  whether  the  order  for  a 
writ  of  attachment  against  Mr.  Harrison 
was  made  in  Chambers  instead  of  in  open 
Court,  and  whether  it  is  the  law  that  a 
man  may  be  committed  for  contempt 
otherwise  than  by  an  order  made  in  open 
Court ;  whether  Mr.  Harrison  is  now 
detained  in  prison  for  a  contempt  for 
which  he  has  already  humbly  apologised 
to  the  Court;  and  whether  this  is  in 
accordance  with  usual  practice  P 

Sib  R.  WEBSTER :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  be  good  enough  to 
postpone  the  question.  I  have  had  no 
opportunity  of  communicating  with  the 
authorities  upon  the  subject. 


MESSAGE  PROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to, — Customs 
and     Inland  .  Revenue     Bill,     without 
Amendment. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  RECOVERY  ANI> 
REDEMPTION  BILL-(No.  16J.) 
Order  for  Committee  read. 
*Me.  SPEAKER:   Yesterday  I  ruled 
that  six  Instructions  which  were  on  the- 
Paper  in  regard  to  this  Bill  were  out  of 
order.     After  I  left  the  Chair  last  night 
three  more  Instructions  were  put  down, 
which  were  equally  out  of  order  with 
those  preceding.     Therefore,  I  have  no 
alternative  now  but  to  leave  the  Chair. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit. 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

SUPPLY— EDUCATION  ESTIMATES. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  IV. — Education,  Science,  and  Abt_ 

1.  £2,182,224,  PubUc  Education. 

(4.33.)  Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester): 
There  are  only  one  or  two  points  I 
desire  to  refer  to,  but  I  think  they  are 
not  without  importance.  Article  99  C. 
lays  down  that  as  a  rule   children  of 
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seven  jears  of  age  must  pass  in  the 
first  standard.  That,  no  donbt,  appears 
to  be  a  very  practical  and  sensible  rule. 
We  all  wish  to  see  children  advance  as 
rapidly  as  they  can  with  due  coijsidera- 
tion  for  their  health  and  general  develop- 
ment, but  my  point  is  that  the  continued 
insistence  upon  the  individual  examina- 
tion of  children  at  the  age  of  seven  in 
Standard  I.  absolutely  prohibits  the 
adoption  of  the  Kindergarten  system  in 
our  infant  schools.  I  cannot  get  any 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  or  any 
sufficient  number  of  Members  of  this 
House  apparently  to  appreciate  the  im- 
portance of  that  consideration.  While, 
however,  I  have  the  honour  of  a  seat  in 
this  House  I  shall  never  miss  the  oppor- 
tunity of  insisting  that  we  must  con- 
tinue to  be  altogether  behind  in  the  race 
of  educational  progress  while  we  make 
BO  little  use  of  the  Kindergarten  system 
in  our  schools.  We'  are  obtaining  far 
lower  and  more  imperfect  practical 
results  than  we  should  obtain  if  we 
abandoned  the  system  of  mechanical 
cram,  and  adopted  the  system  of  kind 
and  loving  culture  which  is  provided  by 
the  Kindergarten  plan.  There  are  many 
Kindergartens  established  throughout 
London,  and  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  The  aim  of  the  system  is  to 
develop  the  child  naturally  by  pleasing 
and  agreeable  exercises,  which  involve 
verylittle  labour  to  the  child,  and,  in 
fact,  are  really  a  kind  of  play.  Then 
I  find  in  the  Code  an  assumption  that 
words  of  one  syllable  are  neces- 
sarily less  difficult  to  read  than 
longer  words.  That  is  an  old- 
fashioned  and  absurd  notion.  Some 
of  the  most  difficult  words  in  the 
language  are  words  of  one  syllable, 
such  as  "  eight,"  or  "  one,"  or  "  taught," 
or  "wrought."  The  fact  that  such  an 
assumption  should  be  made  with  regard 
to  the  first  standard  shows,  I  think,  an 
incorrect  apprehension  of  what  the  real 
difficulties  are  at  the  beginning  of  a 
child's  career.  Under  the  Kindergarten 
system  the  sounds  of  letters  are  Uiught 
and  associated  with  certain  signs  which 
the  child  sees  before  it,  and  by  a  very 
gradual  and  natural  process  the  child 
comes  to  read  almost  without  being 
aware  that  any  efEort  has  been  made. 
The  arithmetical  standard  is  an  absurd 
one  to  adopt  for  a  child  of  seven. 
A  child  of  that  age  cannot  have  the 
Mr.  Picton 


remotest  notion  of  what  a  thousand 
means,  or  of  any  larger  number  than  it 
can  count  upon  the  fingers  of  its  hand. 
In  G«rmany  it  is  the  custom  to  keep 
children  at  numbers  under  10  for  a 
whole  year,  giving  them  continual  prac- 
tice in  the  simple  numbers,  and  thus 
importing  a  fcioulty  for  future  progress 
that  is  never  obtained  under  any  other 
system.  I  think,  at  all  events,  the 
Department  might  allow  more  liberty  to 
schoolmasters  in  these  respects.  I  do 
wish  the  Education  Department  would 
re-consider  this  matter,  and  not  make  it 
a  hard  and  fast  rule  that  every  child  of 
seven  must  pass  through  the  second 
standard.  A  great  deal  of  what  is  called 
over-pressure  arises  simply  from  our 
rigid  and  mechanical  system  of  teaching. 
We  do  not  make  the  teaching  interesting 
to  the  children,  and,  therefore,  their 
nervous  system  is  strained,  and  their 
faculties  break  down.  I  will  earnestly 
exhort  the  Vice  President  of  the  Council, 
if  he  wishes  to  introduce  a  valuable 
reform  which  would  be  pleasing  to  all 
the  best  friends  of  children,  to  re-con- 
sider this  matter.  I  wish  to  allude  to 
another  point,  respecting  the  new  system 
of  classifying  teachers.  A  new  distinc- 
tion is  to  be  enforced  between  trained  and 
untrained  teachers.  One  would  naturally 
suppose  that  by  a  trained  teacher  would 
bs  meant  a  man  or  woman  who  had  gone 
through  proper  practice,  had  become 
familar  with  all  the  necessary  technicali- 
ties of  school  teaching,  and  had  learnt  the 
proper  subjecte.  But  the  word  "trained  " 
in  this  New  Code  is  taken  to  mean 
something  different.  It  means  that  the 
tsacher  to  whom  it  is  applied  has  passed 
through  a  training  college,  which  is 
approved  by  the  Department.  Far  bo  it 
from  me  to  undervalue  the  importance  of 
passing  teachers  through  training  colleges 
wherever  it  is  practicable,,  but  that  is  a 
very  different  thing  from  saying  you 
must  draw  a  lifelong  distinction  between 
those  who  have  passed  through  a  train- 
ing college  and  those  who  have  not. 
Surely,  if  it  is  a  common  expression 
that  the  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in 
the  eating,  the  proof  of  the  teacher 
is  in  the  teaching.  If  a  teacher 
proves  by  his  successes,  by  his  power 
of  organisation,  and  by  the  progress  of  the 
children  under  him  that  he  is  as  capable 
as  a  man  who  has  gone  through  a  train- 
ing college,  why  should  you  insist  upon 
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a  stigma  of  difference  between  him  and 
his  trained  colleague  t  I  am  aware  that 
the  Vice  President  has  conceded  that  the 
distinction  shall  not  be  retrospective,  bnt 
only  prospective ;  bnt  this  concession 
will  complicate  matters  even  more. 
Instead  of  having  only  two  varieties  of 
teachers,  the  trained  and  the  untrained, 
yon  will  have  three,  namely,  those  who 
have  passed  through  the  training 
colleges,  those  who  are  untrained  but  to 
whom  the  rule  does  not  apply,  and  those 
who  are  untrained  to  whom  the  rule 
does  apply.  The  real  difference  l)etween 
one  man  and  another  in  a  school  is,  that 
one  man  has  the  gift  of  teaching  and 
another  has  not.  It  is  almost  as  true  of 
a  teacher  as  of  the  poet^  that  he  is  born, 
not  made.  If  a  man  is  bom  with  a 
capacity  for  teaching  ho  will  make  the 
hrat  of  the  poorest  material.  Therefore, 
I  really  think  it  is  rather  hard  to  insti- 
tute a  distinction  between  the  two 
classes  of  people  throughout  their  lives, 
without  any  regard  to  the  way  in  which 
the  untrained  teacher  may  perform  his 
duties.  Some  time  ago  the  Education 
Department  offered  to  graduates  at 
college  and  to  ladies  who  had  passed  certain 
university  examinations  the  opportunity 
of  entering  the  teaching  profession  in  our 
elementary  schools,  even  though  they  had 
not  passed  through  the  ordinary  training 
college.  Experience  and  practice  were 
required,  of  course,  but  this  being  ac- 
quired these  ladies  and  gentlemen  were 
recognised  as  equally  qualidcd  for  the 
profession  with  certificated  teachers. 
Bnt  this  position  is  now  taken  away, 
and  upon  these  teachers  re.sts,  as  a 
sort  of  stigma  or  disqualification 
through  their  career,  the  distinction 
that  they  are  not  trained  teachers 
because  they  have  not  passed  through 
a  training  college.  This,  I  think,  is 
scarcely  dealing  fairly  with  this  '  class. 
Again,  another  question,  and  I  think  a 
very  serious  one,  is  the  ever-recurring 
religious  difficulty.  I  do  not  wish  to 
introduce  any  element  of  dissension  into 
this,  which  ought  to  be  a  friendly  con- 
versation, bnt  still  it  is  a  matter  that 
ought  with  all  fairness  to  be  considered. 
I  find  in  the  minority  Report  of  the 
Boyal  Commission  on  Education  that  the 
number  of  students  in  the  Church  of 
England  training  colleges  in  1886  was 
2,210,  or  a  proportion  of  67'5  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  of  the  teachers  under  train- 


ing ii^  that  year.  Of  course,  there  are 
no  Board  training  colleges,  although 
Board  school  teachers  are  put  as  a 
separate  denomination  in  the  statistics 
of  school  attendance.  In  the  British 
colleges  the  students  were  15-7  of  the 
whole  supply  for  the  year.  But  when 
we  turn  to  the  attendance  at  the  schools 
under  different  denominations  the  per- 
centage is  entirely  different.  While  the 
Church  of  England  students  are  675 
j.er  cent,  of  those  under  training  for 
teachers,  the  children  in  average  attend- 
ance at  Church  of  England  schools  are 
47'3  of  the  whole  attendance  at  elemen- 
tary schools,  the  Board  schools  having 
an  average  attendance  of  36*4,  and  these 
Board  school  teachers  have  no  special 
training  colleges.  This  shows  that  the 
supply  of  denominational  training 
colleges  is  disproportionate  to  the  de- 
mand of  the  denominationid  schools,  and 
the  result  is  thatmany  Nonconformists, or 
those  who  are  not  attached  to  any  particu- 
lar denomination,  have  great  difficulty  in 
being  passed  as  teachers  at  all,  as  the 
managers  of  the  denominational  training 
colleges  expect  as  a  rule  that  the 
students  shall  be  of  that  religion  to 
which  the  college  belongs.  Thas  Code 
provides  for  the  foundation  of  day  train- 
ing colleges  where  all  denominations 
may  meet  together,  but  as  only  a  very 
limited  number  of  students  will  be  able 
to  avail  themselves  of  these,  the  proposal 
is  wholly  inadequate  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  day.  The  result  of 
this  disproportion  between  the  supply  of 
colleges  and  the  demand  for  training  by 
those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Churoh  of 
England  or  any  particular  denomination 
is  that  young  people  must  do  violence  to 
their  religious  or  conscientious  scruples, 
or  be  debarred  from  the  benefit  that  a 
training  college  gives.  They  qualify 
themselves  as  best  they  can  by  attending 
classes  and  passing  examinations.  Why, 
however,  should  there  be  anything  in 
the  nature  of  a  stigma  upon  them ; 
why  should  they  be  supposed  to  occupy 
a  lower  position )  Much  dissatisfaction 
prevails  upon  this  point,  and  I  hope  this 
matter  will  receive  re-consideration. 
•(5.0.)  Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford 
University) :  There  is  much  in  the 
criticism  which  has  been  offered  from 
hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  with 
which  I  can  agree,  but  I  am  sure  I  am 
at  one  yiiih  my  right  hon.  Friend  when 
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I  say  I  am  qnite  sure  there  is  no  intention 
whatever  to  cast  any  slur  upon  those 
able,  hardworking  teachers  who  have 
not  passed  through  training  colleges.  I 
am  sure  Her  Majesty's  Government 
recognise  the  good  work  done  by 
untrained  teachers.  I  mnst  take  ex- 
ception to  the  assumption  that  the 
constitution  of  Church  of  England 
training  colleges  should  be  altered  to 
aupply  the  whole  body  of  trained  teachers 
for  the  country.  What  the  Church  of 
England  colleges  attend  to  is  the  supply 
of  an  adequate  number  of  trained 
teachers  for  the  schools  of  the 
Church.  It  does  happen  that  a  large 
number  of  Board  school  teachers 
are  trained  there,  but  that  only  shows 
the  appreciation  the  Board  has  of  the 
training  given,  they  are  glad  to  get 
teachers  so  trained.  If  there  is  any 
grievance  on  the  part  of  denominational 
bodies,  religious  or  non-religious  bodies, 
who  may  think  the  training  should  be 
other  than  it  is,  well,  the  simple  remedy 
is  for  them  to  put  their  hands  in  their 
pockets  and  provide  themselves  with 
training  colleges,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
would  receive  recognition  by  the  State, 
and  would  supply  the  teachers  required. 
Turning  f  ronx  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Member  on  this  subject,  I  join  in  the 
chorus  of  congratulation  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice  President  upon 
the  success  of  his  New  Code.  1  avoid 
old  controversies,  and  will  simply  say  we 
have  before  us  a  most  satisfactory  Code. 
Of  course,  like  all  human  institutions,  it 
has  its  imperfections,  and  I  am  sure  my 
right  hon.  Friend  will  not  think  lamgoing 
beyond  the  limits  of  friendly  criticism 
when  I  say  it  may  be  possible  even  now 
to  make  improvements  in  this  Code. 
The  advantages  of  the  Code  are  apparent 
at  once,  simplicity  in  the  allotment  of 
the  grant ;  less  variation  in  the  annual 
grants,  both  very  important  improve- 
ments, and  carrying  out  the  spirit  of  our 
wishes,  which  we  have  long  urged_  in 
vain  ;  and  a  third  advantage  is  to  be 
found  in  the  liberty  of  classification 
allowed  to  teachers.  This  is  a  substantial 
advantage,  but  I  am  bound  to  mention, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  point  deserving 
attention  which,  if  attended  to,  may 
make  this  Code  still  more  satisfactory. 
The  Code  makes  increased  requirements 
from  schools,  but  the  new  scale  of  grants 
will  fell  to  meet  the  requirements  in 
Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot 


many  cases.  There  are  advantages  given 
to  small  rural  schx>ls,  but  there  is  a 
class  of  schools  not  sufficiently  attended 
to  yet  doing  good  work  which  will  not 
get  assistance,  schools  in  large  scattered, 
rural  parishes  with  populations  of  about 
a  thousand,  more  or  less.  In  these 
parishes  educational  work  is  carried  on 
with  a  struggle  against  great  difficulties. 
Such  parishes  there  are  in  Bucks  and 
elsewhere,  large  and  with  a  sparse  and 
poor  population,  where  education  is 
carried  on  with  very  little  assistanoe 
from  the  wealthier  classes.  I  think  it 
would  be  worth  the  attention  of  tho  (Jo- 
vemment  whether  in  such  places  assist- 
ance could  be  given  by  way  of 
special  grant  in  some  manner.  I 
loiow  it  may  be  said  if  education 
cannot  be  carried  on  by  voluntary  sub- 
scription recourse  may  be  had  to  a 
School  Board,  there  are  those  who  think 
this  a  panacea  for  all  evils,  and  the  way 
to  bring  about  perfection  in  education. 
But  this  is  not  the  doctrine  generally 
held  in  such  places,  nor  do  1  or  many  of 
my  hon.  Friends  near  me  share  in  any 
such  view.  The  inhabitants  in  these 
parishes  are  content  with  the  present 
system  of  schools,  and  do  not  appreciate 
any  addition  to  the  rate  burdens  they 
have  to  bear.  There  can  be  no  question 
but  the  rate  system  is  more  expensive 
than  the  voluntary  system.  Let  m^say 
a  word  upon  what  was  said  on  the  last 
occasion  in  Committee,  I  think  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Poplar  (Mr.  Buxton), 
to  the  efEect  that  voluntary  subscriptions 
have  very  much  diminished.  That  is 
an  exaggeration  ;  they  have  not  very 
much  diminished.  They  have  not 
increased  pro  tanto  with  the  number  of 
schools  which,  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
say,  must  be  maintained  by  voluntary 
effort.  But  let  it  be  remembered  that  a 
great  deal  of  voluntary  assistance  is 
given  which  never  appears  in  the  balance 
sheet  of  school  accounts.  For  instance, 
the  building  or  land  is  often  the  property 
of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  or  of  a  resident 
in  the  parish,  and  the  free  gift  of 
such  things  constitutes  a  very  im- 
portant contribution,  which  yet  finds  no 
place  in  the  balance  sheet.  Teachers' 
houses,  too,  are  often  freely  gfiven  by 
landlords,  but  the  very  important  con- 
tribution in  the  form  of  a  remission  of 
rent  is  not  set  out  in  the  accounts. 
Many  other  methods  might  be  mentioned 
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in  which  assistance  is  given  in  money, 
or  mimey's    worth,  towards   education, 
ill  these  are   yolnntary  contributions, 
jet  because  they  do  not  appear  in  the 
balance  sheet  of  school  accounts  hon. 
Members  are  tempted  to  get  up  and  say, 
"  You  call  these  voluntary  schools,  but 
jon  do    not     contribute    towards     the 
gnppart     of      the     schools      as      yon 
sbonld."      Certainly    it    is    the    duty 
of    church    people    to    maintain     their 
schools  by   voluntary  contributions,  but 
before   we    are    subjected  to    criticism 
on  this  account  let  full  credit  be  given 
for  the  actual    contributions    that  are 
made.    There  is  a  point  has  been  urged 
upon  my  right  hon.  Friend,  and  I  think 
there  will  be  general  agreement  that  it 
deserves    attention.      The   teaching    of 
drawing  is  to  be  compulsory  under  the 
new  Code  after  August   31,    1891.     As 
a    member    of   the    late    Boyal   Com- 
mission    I      oonfirratulate      the      Vice 
President  upon   the    acceptance   of   our 
recommendation  in  this  respect ;   but,  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  well  to  consider  how 
this  will  practically  work.   At  the  present 
moment  it   is  absolutely  impossible  to 
teach  drawing  in  every  school  without 
doin$;  injustice  to  existing  teachers  or  to 
the  resources  of  the  school.    The  present 
Code    contains     no     drawing    syllabus 
or  regulations.      The  regulations,  when 
introdaced  next  year,  as  they  presumably 
will  be,  should  be  so  framed  that  school 
managers  in  schools  where  the  present 
teachers  are  not  qualified  to  teach  draw- 
ing under  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment may  be  allowed  to  introduce  the 
teaching  of  ^i&^og  gradually.     There 
are  many  schools  admirably  taught  by 
male  and  female  teachers,  who  yet  are 
ooable  to  teach  drawing,  and  could  not 
qnalify   themselves    for    that    teaching 
within  a  limited  time.      Surely  it  would 
be  a  great   hardship   to    a    master  or 
mistress    that,'  though    cond  acting  the 
school  admirably  uilder  all  the  require- 
ments hitherto    demanded,  he    or   she 
should  be  sent  to  the  right  about  because 
Doable  to  teach  drawing.     This  could  be 
met  by  an  Instruction  to  Inspectors  that 
they  shall  be   satisfied  that  .the  means  of 
teaching  drawing  cannotat  present  be  pro- 
Tided,  and  in   the  belief  that  the  Depart- 
ment will  have  dae  regard  to  the  interests 
of  all  I  have  nothing  but  thanks  to  ofEer 
for  this  change.     With  regard   to    the 
pension  queetion,  all  who  are  interested 


in  the  status  of  the  teachers  must  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  in  his 
expression  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  in  a 
satisfactory  state.  There  are  some  small 
grievances  connected  with  the  teachers 
of  1851  which  I  think  that  the 
Government  might  well  remedy. 
Is  it  worth  while,  for  the  sake  of  the 
small  sum  involved  in  this  matter 
of  persons,  to  encourage  the  g^ev- 
ance  of  a  most  deserving  class  of 
teachers?  I  would  make  an  earnest 
appeal  to  the  Qovemment  to  act  gener- 
ously towards  the  claims  of  teachers 
engaged  between  1851  and  1862,  that 
they  may  receive  the  pensions  to  which 
they  consider  themselves  entitled.  There 
is  another  point  upon  which  I  shall  find 
myself  in  opposition  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet opposite  (Sir  J.  Lubbock).  1  cannot 
help  thinking  sometimes,  as  I  listen  to 
remarks  upon  the  extension  of  the  cur- 
riculum, that  we  are  apt  to  be  a  little  too 
ambitious.  I  do  not  wish  to  deprive  any 
boy  of  these  opportunities  of  getting 
all  possible  instruction  from  which 
he  may  derive  advantage,  but  I 
think  we  have  reached  or  exceeded 
the  limit  of  education  which  should  be 
provided  from  the  public  funds.  I  do 
not  in  the  least  grudge  the  fullest  oppor- 
tunities being  afforded  to  clever  boys  by 
means  of  scholarships,  or  at  the  expense 
of  their  friends,  but  I  think  it  is  a  mis- 
take to  overload  the  ordinary  curriculum 
of  elementary  schools  with  subjects  that 
are  no  part  of  elementary  education  in 
the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term. 
This,  I  know,  is  not  a  popular  doctrine, 
and  it  may  shock  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  London  University, 
and  others,  but  it  is  my  decided  view  that 
all  that  the  public  are  called  upon  to  do 
is  to  provide  the  children  of  the  working 
classes  with  full  opportunity  to  read  well, 
write  well,  and  cipher.  For  that  view,  I 
have  the  authority  of  the  late  Mr.  Bright, 
who  advocated  this  view  pretty  much 
in  the  words  I  have  used  [ "  No,  no ! "  1 
Well,  the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford 
expresses  dissent,  and  he  can  correct  me 
if  I  am  wrong  in  the  opinion  I  attach  to 
the  words  used  by  the  late  Mr.  Bright. 
There  is  a  great  danger  nowadays  in  people 
being  led  to  suppose  that  the  State  should 
do  everything  for  everybody.  It  is  a 
most  pernicious  doctrine,  but  it  is  a  doc- 
trine that  is  largely  applied  to  educa- 
tional   matters.     While    I  would  offer 
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every  reasonable  facility  for  the  devolop- 
ment  of  education  beyond  the  elementary 
education  the  State  provides,  yet  it 
ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  great  pro- 
portion of  those  who  contribute  through 
the  rates  towards  this  system  of  elemen- 
tary education  are  but  little  richer  than 
those  whose  children  are  thus  educated, 
and  it  is  most  unfair  to  ask  them,  out  of 
their  scanty  earnings,  to  contribute  to 
what  may  be  termed  the  luxuries  of 
education  rather  than  the  necessaries. 
With  these  observations  I  conclude,  as  I 
began,  with  congratulations  to  my  right 
hon.  Friend.  I  think  the  Code  of  1890  will 
be  a  happy  epoch  in  our  educational 
history. 

*(5.20.)  Mb.  S.  SMITH  (Flintshire):  I 
had  not  the  good  fortune  to  hear  the 
Vice  President  the  other  night  when  be 
made  his  interesting  statement,  but  I 
have  read  his  speech  with  care,  and  I 
can  heartily  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  great  advance  the  new 
Code  indicates  in  the  direction  some  of 
us  have  for  years  advocated.  For  the 
first  time  we  have  changes  made  which 
will  have  the  effect  of  making  education 
more  practical,  interesting,  and  attractive, 
and  will  strike  at  the  root  of  that  system 
of  payment  by  results,  which  has  been 
the  curse  of  elementary  education  for  so 
long.  The  teachers  have  long  groaned 
under  that  system,  and  I  am  glad  it  is  to 
be  so  largely  modified.  At  the  same 
time,  of  course,  I  admit  that  the  State 
must  take  security  for  the  due  applica- 
tion of  its  money,  and  I  am  jealoas  of  any 
alteration  that  may  have  the  effect  of 
lowering  the  efficiency  of  our  schools 
through  inefficient  inspection.  We  must 
insist  upon  getting  a  full  return  for  our 
money.  It  is  quite  possible  to  secure 
that  without  the  odious  grinding 
system  .of  payment  by  results.  I  desire, 
also,  to  commend  the  Code  for  the  in- 
creased liberty  of  classification  it  allows. 
There  never  was  a  more  preposterous 
doctrine  laid  down  than  that  children 
should  advance  in  line  year  by  year,  no 
matter  what  the  difference  in  their 
abilities,  health,  and  social  condition,  and 
I  am  glad  to  find  the  Code  recognises 
this.  I  thank  the  Vice  President  for  the 
step  he  has  taken  in  widening  the 
curriculum  of  education,  and  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oxford  University  (Mr. 
Talbot).  This  will  have  the  effect  of 
Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot 


making  education  more  attractive  and 
interesting  than  in  the  past,  when  the 
memory  was  the  sole  faculty  that  was 
developed,  and  nothing  was  done  to  draw 
out  the  imaginative  faculty.  What  we 
wish  is  that  the  children  should  leave 
school  with  a  taste  for  further  education 
and  knowledge.  A  course  of  mere  read- 
ing, writing,  and  cipheiing,  sickens  a 
child  with  education;  these  are  the 
means,  and  not  the  end.  We 
would  have  a  child  leave  school 
with  his  powers  of  observation  stimu- 
lated and  with  some  elementary  know- 
ledge in  science,  such  as  the  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  J.  Lubbock)  has  done  so  much  to 
inculcate.  To  this  end  I  am  glad  to  find 
drawing  is  to  take  a  leading  plaoe.  This, 
with  such  subjects  as  agriculture,  cookery, 
laundry  work,  Ac,  will  make  the  school 
a  pleasant,  interesting  place  for  children, 
while  it  brings  home  to  parents  the 
advantages  of  the  education  of  their 
children.  Too  long  has  our  system  of 
education  been  merely  a  strain  upon  the 
memory — a  recollection  of  phrases,  not  a 
knowledge  of  things.  I  hail  with  delight 
this  nseful  beginning  of  a  better  state  of 
things.  The  true  principle  is  that  of 
the  Kindergarten  system,  which  I  found 
in  admirable  operation  at  the  Marl- 
borough Street  schools  in  Dublin.  I 
wish  especially  to  commend  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  for  his  courage 
in  putting  manual  training  into  the 
Code.  I  believe  that  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  social  reforms  it  is  possible  to 
carry  out.  There  is  in  this  country  a 
great  mass  of  unskilled  labour.  In  our 
large  towns  there  are  tens  and  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people  who  are  in- 
capable of  using  their  hands  in  any 
effective  manner,  and  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  put  an  end  to  tho  desti- 
tution prevailing  in  the  East  End  of 
London,  and  our  other  large  towns,  until 
a  good  system  of  manual  training  is  intro- 
duced. We  have  heard  a  good  deal  lately 
about  the  Sweating  Commission.  There 
is  at  present  a  mass  of  children  who  live 
in  the  streets,  who  rise  to  manhood  and 
womanhood  knowing  nothing  and  capable 
of  nothing,  and  as  they  grow  up  they 
become  a  part  of  the  great  mass  of  casual 
labour  to  be  found  in  all  large  towns. 
The  material  upon  which  the  sweater 
draws  is  just  this  class  of  helpless,  casual 
labour,  and  we  shall  never  put  an  end  to 
sweating  until  we  raise  the  condition  of 
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this  mass  of  people,  and  fit  them  for 
better  work  than  these  victims  of  the 
sweaters'  dens  are  capable  of.  I  rejoice 
at  the  introduction  of  manual  training, 
because  I  belieye  it  will  be  the  means  of 
raising  to  a  more  healthy  level  the  social 
oondition  of  this  great  mass  of  onr  popu- 
lation. I  wish  also  to  thank  the  Vice 
President  for  what  he  said  with  reference 
to  continuation  schools.  I  agree  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  "  that  there  is 
complete  unanimity  with  reference  to 
these  schools."  It  is  surprising  that  the 
nation  has  been  so  sleepy  and  backward 
with  respect  to  this  matter,  but  a  few  of 
those  oa  this  side  of  the  House  have 
taken  every  opportunity  of  pressing  the 
need  of  these  continuation  schools  on  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  I  myself  have 
introduced  a  Bill  in  three  successive 
Sessions  for  their  establishment.  I  thank 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  having 
adopted  some  of  our  snggestious,  and  for 
having  so  heartily  responded  to  our 
appeals.  I  hold  that  such  schools,  if 
rightly  expanded,  would  do  mere  to 
rescue  the  children  of  the  poor  from  the 
degradation  of  the  London  streets  than 
anything  else.  There  is  nothing  more 
lamentable  than  the  utter  waste  of 
edncational  power  which  goes  on  under 
onr  present  system.  There  never  was 
a  more  wasteful  system  than  ours.  The 
average  child  at  the  age  of  16  will  be 
foond  to  hare  foi^otten  almost  every- 
thing he  has  learnt.  The  Vice  President 
has  admitted  there  is  a  huge  gap  between 
the  time  when  a  child  leaves  school  and 
the  time  when  he  gets  occupation,  but 
it  is  the  foult  of  the  House  of  Commons 
that  this  huge  gap  occurs,  and  it  is  our 
business  now  to  find  a  means  of  bridging 
it  over.  In  rural  districts  the  average 
age  at  which  children  leave  school  is 
abont  1 1  years  ;  in  some  districts  they 
leave  even  at  10.  This  is,  in  my  opinion, 
a  shameful  &ct.  In  large  towns  it  is 
somewhat  better.  In  London  the  average 
is  about  \2\  years,,  though  in  many  of  the 
large  towns  it  is  not  more  than  11 J  to 
12.  The  very  foot  that  children  are 
allowed  to  leave  school  when  they  pass 
a  certain  standard  encourages  this 
system,  and  causes  clever  children  to  be 
leaving  school  earlier  and  e.irlier.  A 
(juick  child  can  get  through  the  Fourth 
Standard  at  the  age  of  10,  and,  what  is 
*orse,parents  look  upon  it  asagreat  object 
to  get  their  children  away  from  school. 
VOL.  CCCXLY.      [thibd  skries.] 


That  system  is  utterly  unsound.  We  want 
an  age  standard  and  not  a  qualification 
standard.  Every  other  country  of  any 
degree  of  civilisation  has  an  age  standard. 
In  Germany  it  is  14,  with  continuation 
schools  up  to  17.  In  Switzerland  15  is 
the  earliest  age  at  which  a  child  leaves 
the  elementary  day  school,  and  then  there 
is  an  excellent  system  of  continuation 
schools.  In  France  13  is  the  compulsory 
age,  and  in  that  country,  also,  there  are 
excellent  continuation  schools.  We  are 
so  far  behind  other  countries  that  we 
ought  to  be  ashamed,  and  that  is  the 
reason  why  m  our  large  towns  we  have 
a  social  condition  which  most  other 
countries  would  not  tolerate.  If  we  had 
a  good  system  of  continuation  schools 
we  could  make  some  allowance  for 
children  leaving  school  early.  Our 
present  system  of  evening  schools  is  all 
but  a  deaid  letter.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren attending  them  is  so  small  that  they 
are  scarcely  worth  mentioning,  and  even 
the  few  who  do  Attend,  attend  so  irregu- 
larly that  they  derive  little  benefit.  We 
are  glad  to  think  that  these  great  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  Code.  Under 
the  new  Code  the  character  of  the 
education  to  be  given  in  evening  schools- 
will  be  left  largely  to  the  discretion  of 
the  teachers.  That  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  for  the  teachers  will  be  able  to 
provide  for  the  real  educational  require- 
ments of  the  children,  and  it  will  make 
the  schools  more  attractive.  But  some- 
thing more  is  wanted.  Without  some- 
measure  of  compulsion  we  shall  never 
get  the  mass  of  the  children  of  the 
poor  into  our  continuation  schools.  I 
know  that  many  hon.  Members  do  not 
altogether  approve  the  suggestion  of 
compulsion.  But  I  say  that  the  great 
bulk  of  the  children  of  the  working 
classes  could,  without  difficulty,  give  an 
attendance  of  three  nights  a  week  during 
five  months  of  the  year.  That  is  all  we 
ask  for.  Why  should  there  not  be 
compulsion  1  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  people  will  object  to  it,  if 
useful  practical  education  is  given. 
The  views  of  the  country  upon  the  ques- 
tion are  more  advanced  than  the  Govern- 
ment think.  With  compulsion  we  should! 
have  not  40,000,  but  400,000  children 
attending  evening  schools.  Without  it 
it  is  hopeless  to  expect  that  the  educa- 
tion of  slum  children  will  be  continued 
in  evening  schools.    Nothing  but  com- 
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pulsion  will  save  these  poor  children 
from  walking;  in  the  wretched  footsteps 
of  their  parents.  Qirls  need  continuation 
schools  quite  as  much  as  boys.  The 
wretched  plight  of  many  poor  women, 
sweated  seamstresses  and  others,  is  dne 
to  the  fact  that  they  have  had  no  educa- 
tional training  such  as  would  fit  them, 
for  example,  to  ba  domestic  servants.  I 
think  all  girls  should  be  instructed  in 
domestic  economy.  I  am  glad  that 
cookery  is  to  be  taught.  If  girls  over 
12  years  of  age  are  required  to  attend 
evening  schools  for  two  or  three  years 
there  will  bj  many  fewer  of  these  sad 
feilures  in  life.  At  the  Berlin  Gon> 
ference  it  was  agreed  the  age  of  child 
labour  ought  to  be  raised,  and  that 
children  under  1 2  should  be  forbidden 
to  eng;age  in  industrial  work.  But  in 
this  country  children  are  allowed  to 
enter  factories  at  the  age  of  10  years.  I 
hold  that  our  present  half-time  limit 
ought  to  be  raised  from  the  age  of  10 
to  12,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  1 1 .  Another 
most  needful  change  would  be  to  make 
attendance  at  our  day  schools  obligatory 
up  to  the  age  of  13.  I  am  afraid  that 
Germany  will  soon  be  ahead  of  us  in 
labour  regulations,  as  she  is  at  present  in 
the  matter  of  education.  I  hope  the 
Government,  therefore,  will  go  a  little 
further  than  they  have  done  ;  that  they 
will  raise  the  half-time  age,  and  that 
they  will  mak}  attendance  at  day 
schools  obligatory  up  to  the  age  of  13.  I 
view  their  proposals  for  elementary 
education  with  satisfaction,  but  I  cannot 
close  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  a  great 
deal  still  remains  to  be  done  to  put  us 
ahead  of  other  nations.  We  are  allowing 
a  vast  amount  of  our  national  resources 
to  be  wasted.  There  are  untold 
possibilities  of  progress  in  this 
country  if  but  we  would  work  the 
educational  mine  as  we  might  do. 
I  hope  that  the  House  will  not  be  con- 
tentsd  with  the  poor  results  we  have  so 
far  obtained,  but  will  insist  on  a  much 
higher  standard,  and  its  necessary  con- 
comitant— a  much  happier  social  con- 
dition. 

(5.57.)  Colonel  EYRE  (Lincolnshire, 
Gainsborough) :  I  hope  that  when 
teachers  are  examined  special  regard 
will  be  paid  to  the  question  of  their 
abilty  to  impart  knowledge.  In  Germany 
teachers  are  required  to  pass  .  high 
examinations  in  the  art  of  teaching,  and 
Mr.  S.  Smith 


the  result  is  that,  in  imparting  knowledge, 
the  Germans  are   far  superior   to  any 
other  nation.     A  man  may  be  a  Senior 
Wrangler  or  a  double  first,  but  it  does 
not  follow  that  he  can  impart  informa- 
tion to  children.     I  trust  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   the   Vice  President    of  the 
Council  will  give  this   point   considera- 
tion. 
•(5.58.)    SiE  J.   LUBBOCK   (London 
University) :     I    had    no    intention    of 
speaking  on  the  present  occasion  ;  but  as 
the  hon.   Gentleman    the    Member  for 
the  University  of  Oxford  has   referred 
particularly   to   me,    perhaps   I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  a  few  words.     I  was  sorry 
to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man,  because    I  had    hoped   we    were 
practically  agreed.      The  hon.  Member 
signed  the  Report  of   the  Royal  Com- 
mission which  recommended  as  essential 
subjects  of   instruction    in    elementary 
schools,  not  only  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic,    but    also    English    history, 
English    language,    geography,    and    a 
knowledge  of   the  elementary  facts  of 
Nature — that  is   to  say,  of  elementary 
science.      The    right    hon.   Gentleman 
said  he   thought  it  sufficient   to  teach 
reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic ;  but  if 
we  are  to  teach  reading,  it  would  be  ja.st 
as  well  that  the  children  who  learn  to 
read  should  learn  something  that  may  be 
useful  in  their  after  life.     We  keep  the 
children  at  school  in  London  not  so  long 
as  some  of  us  might  wish,  but,  at  any 
rate,  until  they  are   12  or   13  years  of 
age,   while  in    other    districts    in    the 
country  they  are  not  kept  quite  so  long 
at  school,  I  am  sorry  to  say.     Neverthe- 
less, an  intelligent  child  of  11  or  12, 
and  still   more   an  intelligent  child  of 
between  1 2  and  1 3,  is  capable  of  learning 
much  more  than  mere  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic.     They  never  will  read 
in  after  life   if    reading  is    not  made 
to    interest    them  ;    and,    remembering 
this,  we  are  bound  to  give  them  the  best 
education  we  can — that   is   to  say,  the 
kind  of   education  which   is   likely  to 
prove  useful  to  them  in  after  life.    One 
of  the  great  faults  of  the  education  we 
give  to  these  children  is,  that  it  is  not 
made  sufficiently  interesting  to  them,  and 
is    not  carried  on    afterwards   by  con- 
tinuation schools ;  so  that  the  children 
soon    forget    what    they  have    already 
learned.     I  fully  concur  in  much  that 
has  been  said  in  the  excellent  speech 
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of    my  hon.    Friend    (Mr.    S.   Smith), 
and   I   agree    with    him    in    thinking 
we    might    do    a     great    deal     more 
than  is  being  done  at  present  to  make 
(he  education  of  our  children  interesting, 
and  in  that   way  to  keep  them  for  a 
longer    period    at     school.      The     hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Oxford  (Mr.  Talbot)  who  has  just 
spoken  has  alluded  to  what  he  calls  the 
luxuries  of  education ;  but,  as  far  as  I  am 
<x>noemed,  I  do  not  regard  mere  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  as  education  at 
»1L     They  are  simply  the  preliminaries 
to  education,  and  unless  we  teach   our 
children  something  more  than  that,  we 
<jui    hardly   say   we   have    given    them 
an  education.     I  would  remind  my  hon. 
Friend  of  the  Report  which  he  himself 
baa   signed,   a  Report    expressing    the 
nnaoimous  opinion  of  the  Commissioners 
on  Education,    that    not  only  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  should  be  taught, 
but  that  some  of  the  other  things  he 
jost   now    so    much    deprecated    were 
essential  to  the  education  of  the  children 
of  this  country.     I  am  vety  reluctant  to 
hare  it  supposed  that  we  are  advocating 
anything  which  is  Utopian  or  impossible, 
and  I  would  remind  the  House  that  the 
Baport    of    the     Commission    I    have 
referred    to  —  a    Commission    selected 
from  those   who  had  a  practical  know- 
ledge  of  educational  matters — was  prac- 
tically unanimous.      I  do  not  wish   to 
go  beyond  the  recommendations  of  that 
Commission,  and  I  do  not  wish  the  idea 
to  go  forth  that  we  differ  in  opinion  on 
these  points  from  the  judgment  given 
by  that  body.     I  know  that  a  great  deal 
has  already  been  done  with  a  view  of 
making  education  more  attractive  in  our 
elementary    schools ;   and    I   trust    the 
nsnltof  the  New  Code  will  be  to  give 
iu  a  good  deal  more  in  the  same  direction. 
Of  course,  the  New  Code  does  not  give 
as  all  we  could  wish.     I  regret  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Council  has  not  been   able  to 
adopt  all  the  recommendations  of   the 
Bcyal  Commission,  although  I  am  glad 
to  see  he  has   been  enabled  to  adopt 
many  of   them.     "We    might,   however, 
have    hoped    that  on   the   points  upon 
which  the  Commissioners   were  nnani- 
mons  the  Government  would  have  given 
effect  to  what  they  recommended.  Under 
the  Code  as  it  stands  children  can  only 
be  presented  in  two  of  the  four  Jsnbjects, 


namely,  history,  geography,  elementary 
science,  and  the  knowledge  of  English, 
These  should  be  regarded  as  essential 
portions  of  the  education  given  in  all  our 
elementary  schools.  Perhaps  we  conid 
not  make  them  obligatory  at  once,  but, 
at  any  rate,  we  might  encourage  the 
teaching  of  these  subjects  in  all  the 
schools.  I. hope  my  right  hon.  Friend 
will  consider  this  suggestion,  as  I  feel 
assured  that  if  he  would  adopt  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Royal  Commissioners 
in  regard  to  these  matters,  he  will  very 
greatly  improve  the  New  Code,  for 
which,  even  as  far  as  it  now  {^oes,  I  have 
to  thank  him  as  a  step  taken  in  the  right 
direction. 

•(6.6.)  Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Lan- 
cashire, N.E.,  Darwen) :  No  one  can 
have  listened  to  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  who  has  just  sat  down 
without  a  good  deal  of  pleasure. 
But,  for  my  part,  I  must  rank  my- 
self rather  as  a  disciple  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  University 
of  Oxford  than  as  a  follower  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  opposits.  The  hon.  Baronet, 
speaking  of  what  he  termed  the  luxuries 
of  education,  lias  stated  that  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  are  not  education 
at  all ;  but  surely  we  have  gone  very 
much  further  than  that  in  reaching  the 
realms  of  educational  luxury.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  against  tho  best  educa- 
tion that  can  be .  given  at  a  reasonable 
expense  to  children  of  all  classes  in  this 
country ;  but  when  such  things  as 
German  and  science  of  a  somewhat 
advanced  character  are  taught,  I  think 
the  ratepayers  have  some  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  way  in  which  their  money 
is  expended.  When  we  consider  the 
extraordinary  point  which  the  School 
Board  rate  of  London  has  now  reached 
the  fact  must  be  brought  home  to  the 
minds  of  most  people  that  we  have  very 
nearly  reached  the  extreme  limit  to 
which  the  ratepayers  can  be  called  on  to 
submit.  Apart  from  the  question  of  ex- 
pense, I  think  that  everyone  who  has 
taken  part  in  this  Debate  has  agreed 
that  the  great  object  is  to  give  a  good 
education  at  a  reasonable  expense — that 
is  to  say,  such  an  education  as  is  most 
suitable  to  the  requirements  of  the 
children.  I  am  sure  we  all  hail  with 
great  satis&tction  the  steps  that  have 
been  taken  in  this  direction  by  the  New 
Code  which  my  right  hon.  Friend  has 
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just  laid  npon  the  Table,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  proposed  instrnction  in 
such  subjects  as  cookery  and  lanndry 
work.  I  entirely  concur  in  the  view 
expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Flint- 
shire (Mr.  S.  Smith)  that  the  proposed 
extensions  of  our  educational  system  are 
well  worthy  of  the  support  and  approval 
of  this  House.  I  desire  to  address  my- 
self for  a  few  moments-  only  to  what  I 
regard  as  one  practical  branch  of  the 
educational  question,  connected  with 
what  I  have  just  referred  to.  There  is 
a  class  of  scholars  in  this  country  whose 
case  particularly  calls  for  attention  in 
order  that  their  needs  may  be  mot  by 
our  educational  policy — I  refer  to  those 
children  called  "  half-timers."  There  is 
considerable  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
the  half-time  question.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Flintshire  said  he  thought  the 
age  for  half-timers  ought  to  be  raised, 
and  for  that  matter,  also,  the  age  of  the 
full-timers.  That  may  or  may  not  be 
the  proper  view  of  this  point ;  but  I 
submit  that  whatever  age  you  may  fix 
it  becomes  a  very  importaiit  question, 
and  one  well  worthy  of  our  consideration 
whether  you  can  obtain  exactly  the  same 
standard  of  education  by  the  half-time 
system  as  you  get  where  the  full  time 
of  the  scholar  is  given  to  educational 
work.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
every  scholar,  whether  a  half-timer  or 
a  full-timer,  must,  according  to  the 
Code,  be  advanced  one  standard  each 
year.  Now,  what  does  this  meant 
It  simply  means  this  :  that  with  only  half 
the  ordinary  time  at  their  disposal,  the 
half-time  children  have  to  attain  the 
same  standard  as  the  children  who  are 
on  full  time.  A  certain  number  of 
children  may  be  sufficiently  clever  to 
assimilate  the  necessary  knowledge  with- 
out difficulty.  There  are  others,  how- 
ever, who  are  absolutely  incapable  of 
doing  so  at  all ;  and  between  the  two 
there  is  a  class  of  children  who  can  just 
reach  the  necessary  standard  under  an 
immense  amount  of  pressure  on  the 
parts  of  their  parents  and  teachers — a 
pressure  which  is  very  detrimental  both 
to  their  health  and  to  the  best  interests 
of  education.  The  Code  does  not  deal 
with  this  difficulty.  There  are  certain 
provisions  applicable  to  schools  entirely 
composed  of  half-timers,  under  which  a 
certain  amount  of  relief  may  be  granted, 
but  there  are  very  few  schools  of  that 
Viscount  Cranborne 


character  in  this  country.  There  is  in 
the  Code  the  suggestion  of  freedom  of 
classification,  and  this  might  reach  those 
children  who  are  not  clever  enough  to- 
assimilate  the  knowledge  demanded  of 
the  cleverer  children,  who  have  to  attain, 
a  particular  standard.  But,  however  far 
the  classification  system  may  be  ex- 
tended, it  must  be  accompanied  by  cer- 
tain restrictions.  There  are,  1  believe, 
cases  in  which  the  children  are  not 
advanced  one  standard  a  year,  but  these 
cases  are  very  rare.  Then  there  are  the 
cases  in  which  drawing  mnst  be  taoght. 
This  is  an  exception  from  complete  free- 
dom of  classification,  and  must  tell  very 
hardly  on  those  children  who  have  only 
half-time  at  their  disposal.  Then,  again, 
there  is  the  further  difficulty  occasioned 
by  the  pressure  used  by  the  parents  to 
make  the  children  reach  the  standard  of 
full  time  exemption,  which,  of  course,  i» 
greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  parents,  a 
fact  of  which  hon.  Members  who  are 
connected  with  Lancashire  must  be 
well  aware.  The  result  of  this  over- 
pressure is  injurious  to  the  children, 
both  in  regard  to  their  health  and  their 
education.  There  are  two  remedies- 
which  present  themselves.  One  is, 
that  iu  the  case  of  the  half-time 
scholars  the  standard  should  be  lowered. 
The  people  of  Lancashire  are  considered 
very  clever  and  very  shrewd,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  the  children  areable  to  readi 
the  full  requirements  even  in  half-time. 
There  is  every  desire  to  give  them  the 
best  education  which  can  be  afforded, 
and  there  is  no  reason  in  the  world 
why  they  should  be  condemned  to 
a  lower  standard  of  education  than 
is  demanded  for  children  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  I,  therefore, 
submit  that  a  lower  standard  is 
not  the  proper  remedy.  There  is 
another  suggestion.  It  is  that  the 
instructions  to  the  Inspectors  should  be 
less  rigid  in  the  case  of  children  on  half- 
time  than  in  the  case  of  children  on 
full  time.  That  is  to  say,  in  awarding 
the  grant,  they  should  not  insist  upon 
the  same  proportion  of  half-timers  reach- 
ing the  required  standard  that  they 
would  do  in  the  case  of  the  whole  time 
scholars.  I  know  the  attention  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  has  been  called  to  this 
question.  I  know  that  he  has  in  many 
respects  sjrmpathy  for  those  children 
who  are  engaged  in  the  practical  work  of 
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life.  Notwithstanding  what  has  &Jlen 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  FUntehire,  I  venture  to  think  that 
<he  actual  work'  of  life  is  a  far  more 
valuable  education  for  children  than  can 
be  derived  for  pushing  them  forward, 
in  spite  of  the  limited  time  at 
tiieir  disposal,  to  a  higher  standard 
than  they  are  actually  obliged  to  reach. 
I  have  only  to  join  in  the  choms  of 
tiianks  which  have  been  given  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend.  I  thank  him  es- 
pecially that  he  has  found  himself  able 
to  meet  us  on  so  very  many  points  to 
which  we  called  attention  on  the  Code 
Ust  year.  But  there  is  oue  point  to 
which  I  should  like  to  call  attention. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware  that 
last  year  we  were  very  much  interested 
in  inducing  the  Government  to  establish 
-a  fixed  grant,  and  there  can  be  nothing 
more  complete  up  to  a  certain  point  than 
ithe  fixed  grant  which  he  has  established. 
I  have  to  thank  him  very  much  for  the 
policy  which  he  has  adopted.  But  I 
would  like  to  make  this  demand.  There 
are  two  Articles  which  do  not  seem  to  be 
consistent.  Article  87  provides  that  the 
grant  is  not  to  be  refused  except  under 
grave  circumstances  and  after  due 
warning,  and  it  gives  the  right  of  appeal 
to  the  Chief  Inspector.  Article  92  pro- 
vides that  unless  the  general  conditions 
of  the  Code  are  fulfilled,  the  Department 
have  the  power,  after  considering  all  the 
circumstances,  of  not  paying  the  grant 
or  a  portion  of  the  grant.  What  I 
suggest  is  that  the  principle  of  Article 
86  as  to  giving  due  warning  should 
be  incorporated  in  Article  92,  so  that 
the  grant  can  never  be  diminished 
except  under  grave  circumstances, 
and  after  due  warning,  with  the  right 
«f  appeal.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  go  into 
the  controversy  between  the  voluntary 
and  Board  schools.  I  confine  myself  to 
a  protest  against  the  view  which  was 
so  often  expressed,  that  the  voluntary 
sabecriptiou  has  diminished.  It  is  not 
the  fact  The  voluntary  subscriptions 
hare  not  sensibly  diminished  at  all. 
Daring  the  fijst  10  or  12  years  of  the 
present  school  system  in  this  country 
the  voluntary  subscription  increased 
enormonsly.  From  that  time  they 
hare  been  practically  stationary..  There 
was  a  very  slight  diminution  at  oue 
time,  but  the  tendency  to  diminish  came 
to  an  end  last  year.     But  it  mast  be  re- 


membered that  daring  the  period  of  slight 
diminution  the  increased  endowments  of 
the  Church  of  England  schools  more  than 
compensated  for  the  diminution  of  the 
voluntary  subscriptions.  I  am  well 
aware  that  part  of  the  increased  endow- 
ments is  due  to  the  action  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners,  but  that  does  not  account 
for  the  whole  of  the  increase  of  the 
endowments.  I  agree  with  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Oxford  University 
that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  immense 
regret  if  the  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions diminished,  but  I  hope  to 
see  them  still  increase.  Still,  I  must 
say  that  when  sneers  are  made  against 
the  voluntary  schools,  that  I  consider 
them  more  valuable  because  of  their 
voluntary  management  than  their  sub- 
scriptions. But  I  will  not  go  into 
the  old  controversy,  and  merely  making 
my  protest  against  the  charge  that 
voluntary  subscriptions  are  diminishing, 
I  conclude,  as  I  began,  by  thanking  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  Code  he 
has  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House. 

•(6.25.)  Me.  MATHER  (Lancashire, 
S.E.,  Gorton):  Sir,  I  feel  that  by  the 
Code  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
brought  forward,  a  great  step  in  advance 
has  been  made  in  the  cause  of  education. 
I  congratalate  the  Vice  President  on  the 
courage  he  has  displayed  and  on  his 
sag^acity  and  skill  in  drawing  up  a  Code 
which  has  been  able  to  pass  through  so 
many  difBcult  positions  raised  on  former 
occasions.  The  House  will  remember  that, 
about  the  termination  of  last  Session,  it 
was  only  possible  to  pass  a  Technical 
Education  Bill  which  dealt  with  a  part 
of  the  greatquestionof  our  national  system 
of  education.  I  am  happy  to  know  that 
there  are  hon.  Friends  of  mine  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  who  feel  that  this 
Code  completes  the  scheme  foresha- 
dowed last  year,  and  that  from  the 
infants'  school  up  to  the  secondary 
degree  in  technical  instruction,  we  may 
look  forward  to  a  system  of  national 
instruction  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
word,  which  will  enable  the  people  of 
England  in  the  future,  as  regards  in- 
telligence, indastry,  skill,  and  enter- 
prise to  compete  with  the  most  educated 
nations  of  the  world.  In  the  Instruc- 
tions to  Inspectors,  the  phrase  occurs 
"to  encourage  variety,  freedom,  and 
breadth  "  in  education.  That  is  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  sterility  which  has  been 
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cbaracteristic  of  oar  Bystem  for  the  last 
20  years.  I  take  the  words  "v-ariety, 
freedom,  and  breadth  "  as  indicating  the 
spirit  of  the  Department,  and  educa- 
tionists should  bear  those  words  in 
mind  when  any  sentence  occara  in  the 
Ck>de  which  they  do  not  think  clear.  I 
believe  the  hearty  and  enthusiastic 
speech  with  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man introduced  the  Code  shows  that  he 
desires  that  the  utmost  benefit  shall  be 
derived  from  it  by  both  teachers  and  chil- 
dren. There  are  three  points  of  the  Code 
which  are  entirely  new — the  training  of 
teachers,  the  position  gfiven  to  elementary 
science,  and  the  position  given  to 
manual  training.  In  thes  j  three  steps  is 
to  be  found  the  very  best  possible 
instruction  for  the  children  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  I  .do  not  think  that  the 
Department  intends  to  introduce  the 
Kindergarten  system  pure  and  simple ; 
but  there  is  suflScient  in  the  Code  to 
indicate  that  it  is  the  basis  on  which  the 
instruction  of  children  in  infants'  schools 
will  be  framed.  The  Kindergarten 
sybtom  is  not  simply  a  method  of  enter- 
taining children.  It  is  based  on  a 
philosophic  consideration  by  Froebel  of 
the  condition  of  a  child's  mind.  I  see  in 
the  Code  a  distinct  oi^anic  connection 
between  the  higher  forms  of  education 
and  the  lower  or  infant  forms.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  Kindergarten  method 
and  kindred  methods  shall  be  employed 
in  the  teaching  of  science.  The  schools, 
if  properly  administered,  will  be  all  that 
can  be  desired  to  enable  that  method  to 
become  part  and  parcel  of  the  national 
educational  system  of  the  country. 
Manual  training,  allied  to  drawing, 
has  been  shown  to  be  most  desirable 
— an  almost  indispensable — thing'  in 
our  elementary  schools.  If  I  am 
over-rating  this  departure  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent will  correct  me ;  but,  as  I  under- 
stand, this  system  of  Froebel's  beginning 
with  the  Kindergarten  is  to  be  allied  in  the 
earlier  days  of  the  child's  training  with 
the  three  R's,  and  on  that  will  be  built 
that  manual  training  which  will  develop 
the  best  faculties  both  of  hand  and  eye 
and  brain.  In  ray  opinion,  these  are  the 
gems  of  the  new  Code,  and  I  believe  the 
Code  will  be  administered  in  the  spirit 
which  I  find  breathing  throughout  it.  I 
only  wish  that  the  Member  for  Oxford 
University  and  the  noble  Lord  near  him 
would  travel  in  America  and  Germany, 
Mr.  Matlier 


and  there  see  what  manual  and  technical 
education  is  and  its  effect  on  the  after 
life  of  the  people.  I  wish  they  could 
see  the  great  elementary  schools  of 
Philadelphia,  where  the  Kindergarten 
system  is  now  gradually  becoming  part 
and  pfircel  of  the  education  of  the  people. 
Under  the  new  Code  we  may  have  a 
more  perfect  system  even  than  that  of 
Philadelphia.  Probably  the  half-time 
exemptions  will  be  less  a  matter  for  con- 
sideration in  the  future,  in  consequence 
of  the  manual  training,  which  will  make 
elementary  schools  more  attractive  to 
children  than  they  are  at  present.  In- 
stead of  our  having  to  make  the  allow- 
ances suggested  by  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Cranbome),  who  thinks 
half-timers  should  be  treated  more 
leniently  than  other  pupils,  I  hope  the 
effect  of  the  new  Code  will  be  to  extend 
the  school  life  of  every  child  a  year  or 
two  at  least,  and  that  half-timers  will  not 
begin  at  10,  but  at  11  or  12  years  of  age. 
It  will  be  the  greatest  possible  satisfac- 
tion to  all  true  men  and  women  through- 
out the  country  if  the  effect  of  the  new 
Code,  well  administered,  is  to  induce 
parents,  without  further  compulsion,  to 
extend  the  school  life  of  their  children. 
I  believe  the  education  under  the  new 
Code  will  surpass  that  given  in  other 
countries.  Both  in  America  and  in 
Germany  manual  training  is  carried  out 
chiefly  by  voluntary  effort.  But  the 
system  of  general  education  in  the  latter 
country  is  much  more  enlightened  thsm 
ours.  Matthew  Arnold  said  that  was  due 
to  the  training  of  the  teachers,  and  I  am 
delighted  to  find  that  the  Vice  President 
has  adopted  much  of  the  German  prin- 
ciple, and  has,  by  the  day  colleges, 
encouraged  teachers  to  pass  through  a 
collegiate  course  of  education  at  very 
small  expense,  probably  by  this  process 
enabling  this  country  to  derive  from  the 
great  Universities  and  Colleges  advant- 
ages similar  to  those  derived  by  Ger- 
many. Owens  College,  at  Manchester, 
has  already  offered  to  the  Education 
Department  all  ite  advantages  for  the 
benefit  of  teachers  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land. I  hope  the  Vice  President  wul 
accept  the  invitation  so  offered.  The 
more  closely  we  ally  popular  education 
to  the  highest  teaching  institutions  the 
sooner  we  shall  bring  to  bear  upon  the 
children  of  the  working  classes  thos& 
principles     and    influences    which    will 
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lefine  them  morally  and  in  their  general 
dailj  oondact,  and  enable  them  to  be 
more  fitted  for  the  occnpations  they  have 
to  follow,  and  the  more  fitted  to  add  to 
the  national  progress,  the  prosperity,  and 
commercial  advantages  which  we  desire 
for  ihe  Empire. 

•(6.40.)  Me.  CUNINGHAME 
GRAHAM  (Lanark,  N.W.,  West)  :  I 
refrain  from  joining  in  the  chorus  of 
commendation  with  which  this  Bill  has 
been  received,  and  I  am  not  at  all  sure 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  will  not  be  grateful 
to  me  for  pointing  out  the  desirability  of 
'  caution,  and  of  reminding  the  Committee 
that  great  expectations  are  raised,  which 
are  sometimes  not  fulfilled,  when  a  great 
chorus  of  praise  bnrsts  out  on  any 
particular  measure.  Perhaps,  from  the 
fact  that  I  am  a  Scotchman,  I  always 
like  to  reserve  my  praise  until  I  have 
seen  a  measure  under  trial,  and  can 
speak  from  experience  as  to  its  working. 
1  reflect,  too,  in  this  instance,  that  it  is 
the  children  of  the  working  classes,  of 
whom  we  have  heard  something  this 
afternoon,  who  are  to  benefit  by  the 
BID,  and,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  the 
working  classes  will  weigh  more  with 
me  tiian  the  opinions  of  hon.  Members 
of  this  House,  no  matter  how  qualified 
to  speak  on  matters  of  education.  One 
or  two  observations  that  fell  from  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
lather  puzzled  me.  He  seemed  to  hope 
that  our  system  of  education  could  be 
gone  on  with  without  compulsory 
measures,  and  1  am  not  quite  sure  how 
lie  can  reconcile  that  to  the  praise  he 
gives  the  Bill  itself.  He  would  almost 
seem  to  be  in  doubt  as  to  whether  this 
Code  is  the  result  of  voluntary  efEort,  or 
whether  or  not  it  is  proposed  to  ask  the 
sanction  of  Parliament  to  it.  If  the 
sanction  of  the  Honse  is  to  be  given  to 
it,  I  must  say  I  fail  to  see  the  force  of  the 
bon.  Member's  observations.  I  heartily 
ooncnr  in  the  observations  that  fell  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Flintshire  (Mr.  S. 
Smith)  as  to  the  time  to  which  children 
might  &irly  remain  at  school;  and  I 
think  the  bon.  Member's  observations 
have  been  most  unjustly  interpreted  by 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Viscount  Cran- 
Inme),  when  he  said  that  the  hon. 
Uember  wished  to  strain  the  mental 
facalties  of  the  children.  If  1  apprehended 
rightly  whati  the  hon.  Member  for  Flint- 


shire wished  to  convey  the  very  reverse 
was  in  his  mind.  I  was  glad  to  see 
there  were  special  provisions  contained 
in  the  Bill  with  reference  to  technical 
education,  not  because  I  wish  to  see  the 
children  of  the  working  classes  merely 
made  more  efficient  machines  for  piling 
ap  profits  for  their  employers  in  future 
times,  but  because  I  think  the  working 
classes  of  this  country  should  be  placed 
on  an  artistic  and  «esthetic  level  with  the 
working  classes  of  Germany  and  France, 
which  is  a  thing  we  cannot  claim  at  the 
present  moment.  There  is  to  be  a 
special  grant  given  for  technical  educa- 
tion ;  and  I  want  to  know  how  that 
technical  education  is  to  be  t«nght.  Is 
it  to  be  taught  by  school  teachers  or  by 
trained  artisans  1  I  must  say  that  the 
idea  of  ordinary  school  teachers  dealing 
with  subjects  which  can  only  be  properly 
understood  by  men  who  have  served  six 
or  seven  years  of  an  apprenticeship  to  a 
trade  is  not  one  that  I,  personally,  con- 
template with  much  confidence.  If  this 
education  is  to  be  imparted  by  school 
teachers,  I  want  to  have  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  opinion  as  to  how  long  these 
teachers  are  likely  to  tike  in  qualifying  in 
order  to  be  able  to  give  efficient  technical 
instruction,  such  as  would  be  given  by  a 
skilled  artisan  or  draughtsman  who  had 
passed  through  the  whole  curriculum  of 
learning  his  trade  and  had  exercised 
that  trade  for  some  time.  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  know  how  draw- 
ing is  taught  in  ourBiard  Schools — that 
is  to  say,  drawing  which  is  intended  for 
technical  training)  One  would  think 
that  it  would  be  from  machines,  or  models 
of  parts  of  machines,  so  that  it  could  be 
applied  to  practical  purposes  ;  but  we  find 
that  in  the  Board  Schools  of  London  and 
other  parts  of  the  country  nothing  of 
the  kind  is  done.  The  children  draw 
from  copies,  and  it  is  ridiculous  to  sup- 
pose that  by  that  means  reliable 
technical  knowledge  can  be  imparted. 
If  what  I  have  stated  is  correct  of  the 
vast  bulk  of  the  Board  schools  of  the 
country,  I  want  to  know  what  sort  of  prac- 
tical work  wiU  be  turned  out  by  children 
who  are  so  instructed  ?  Technical  draw- 
ing in  such  a  form  as  this  becomes  not 
oiriy  a  farce,  but  a  loss  of  time,  both  to 
teachers  and  pupils.  Some  time  ago  the 
London  School  Board  wanted  two  pattern 
makers  to  teach  woodwork.  Pattern 
makers  are  a  highly  paid  class  of  men. 
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whoobtain  from  £2  to  £3  a  week.  The 
salary  given  by  the  London  School 
Board  was  £75  a  year  each ;  and  I  find 
that,  instead  of  getting  two  skilled 
pattern  makers,  the  Board  obtained  the 
services  of  two  common  carpenters. 
The  Board  was  obliged  to  engage  two 
school  teachers  to  oversee  the  carpenters. 
I  ask  the  Committee,  could  anything  be 
more  ridiculons?  The  salaries  paid  to 
the  superintendents,  who  Were  ordinary 
Board  School  teachers,  was  £150.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  no  technical  education 
could  possibly  have  been  imparted  by 
the  Board  School  teachers. 

•Sib  R.  TEMPLE  (Worcester,  Eve- 
sham) :  To  what  school  does  the  hon. 
Member  refer  ? 

Mb.  C.  GRAHAM:  I  refer  to 
several  of  the  London  schools.  It  would 
be  invidious,  perhaps,  to  name  them; 
but  I  shall  be  happy  to  furnish  the 
hou.  Gentleman  with  the  names  pri- 
vately. What  is  wanted  is  real  practical 
instraction,  and  such  instraction  can 
only  be  successfully  imparted  by 
men  who  have  passed  a  considerable 
portion  of  their  lives  in  practical  work. 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
see  that  the  right  men  are  employed.  I 
tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  in 
consequence  of  the  system  which  has 
been  adopted  there  is  a  feeling  of  resent- 
ment growing  up  amongst  practical  men, 
and  that  many  of  them  are  becoming 
enemies  of  the  educational  system. 

•(6.57.)  Sib  B.  SAMUELSON  (Ox- 
fordshire, Banbury) :  The  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  spoken  appears  to  me  to 
have  confused  two  things— the  teaching 
of  a  trade  and  the  training  which  can 
properly  be  imparted  to  young  children. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  if  there  was 
any  intention  out  of  the  proceeds  of  any 
Gbvernment  grant  to  undertake  the 
teaching  of  trades.  It  would  be  unjust  to 
teach  one  or  more  trades  by  means  of  pub- 
lic money  without  teaching  every  trade, 
and  that  would  be  impossible.  I  have 
witnessed  the  manual  instruction  in 
some  of  the  London  School  Boards, 
and  I  am  able  to  assert  that  the 
training  which  is  imparted  by  elementary 
teachers  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  be 
well  worth  the  time  devoted  to  it. 

•Mb.  C.  GRAHAM:  Do  I  understand 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  the  in- 
struction   imparted    in    any    school  in 
London  he  has  himself  visited  is  such  as 
Mr.  Cuninghatne  GraJiam 


would  enable  a  skilled  man  to  make 
machines  from  the  drawings  done  by  the 
scholars  ? 

•Sir  B.  SAMUEI50N :  Certainly  not, 
and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  in- 
struction of  that  kind  given.  But  such 
instruction  is  given  as  to  insure  that  the 
eye  of  the  pupil  is  correct,  and  that  he 
understands  the  tools  he  is  using.  1 
have  myself  seen  such  instruction  given 
by  elementary  teachers  who  have 
been  trained  in  the  central  schools 
of  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London. 
I  have  also  seen  similar  instmction 
attempted  to  bo  imparted  by  artisans, 
and  I  believe  the  instruction  given  by 
the  elementary  teacher  was  far  more 
valuable  than  that  g^ven  by  the  artisan. 
The  reason  is  that  artisans  do  not 
understand  teachings  whereas  school- 
masters do.  I  am  veiy  glad,  indeed,  to 
find  that  attention  is  being  drawn  to  the 
question  of  making  drawing  practical 
instead  of — as  it  is  in  many  instances — 
extremely  perfunctory.  There,  I  think, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  hit  the  right 
nail  on  the  head.  If,  however,  he  will 
visit  the  Sheffield  higher  elementary 
school  or  the  Board  Schools  at  Man- 
chester, Keighley,  or  Birmingham,  he 
will  find  that  pupils  are  taught  first  to 
make  a  correct  drawing  of  an  object 
they  have  afterwards  to  execute  in  wood 
or  iron.  That  is  a  kind  of  drawing  I 
should  like  to  see  carried  further  among 
the  higher  students,  but  one  cannot 
bjgin  with  that.  You  must  begin  b^ 
training  the  pupils  to  copy  from 
models  instead  of  from  drawings,  and  I 
hope  that  encouragement  will  be  given 
by  the  Inspectors  to  teachers  to  use 
models  instead  of  drawing  from  the  flat 
There  is  no  such  thing  in  France  as 
drawing  from  the  flat;  all  drawings 
being  made  from  models. 

•Sib  R.  TEMPLE :  It  is  the  same  in 
London. 

•Sib  B.  SAMUEI£0N  :  I  am  very  glad 
to  hear  it.  I  should  have  been  glad  to 
see  the  Article  in  the  Code  on  the  ques- 
tion of  drawing  a  little  more  stringent 
than  it  is.  If  I  remembsr  rightly,  what 
the  Article  says  is,  in  substance,  that 
where  there  is  no  provision  for  teaching 
drawing,  drawing  is  not  to  be  taaght. 
Provision  can  be  made,  and  ought  to  be 
made,  even  in  remote  villages,  by  combi- 
nation for  teaching  drawing,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  so  much  importance  that  I  do 
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not  think  it  ought  to  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  managers.     I  hope  the  time  is 
not  for  distant  when  drawing  will  be 
made  obligatory  for  girls  as  well  as  boys. 
I  should  not  have  risen  at  all  to  address 
the  Committee  on  this  subject  had  it 
not    been    for    some    of    the  observa- 
tions   which     fell     from      the     noble 
Lord      the      Member       for       Darwen 
(Viscount       Crsnbome).      He      called 
attention   to  the    difficulties   attending 
half-time    education.      In  my  opinion, 
there  is-  only  one  mode  in  which  those 
difficulties  can  be  met — it  is  to  prevent 
fcalf-time  children  going  to  work  until 
they  have  carried  their  education  further 
than  they  do  at  present.     At  Bradford 
children  are  allowed  to  go  to  work  aftar 
they  have  passed  the  Second  Standard. 
•Mr.  p.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  That  is 
not  so  now. 

•SiE  L.  PLAYFAIR  (Leeds,  S.) :  They 
have  to  pass  Standard  III. 
*Sre  B.  SAMUBI^ON:  Well,  Standard 
IlL  is  bad  enough,  and  I  am  glad 
the  authorities  at  Bradford  have  been 
shamed  into  some  improvement.  In 
foreign  countries  children  are  not  allowed 
to  go  to  work  before  they  are  12  years  of 
age.  That  is  the  true  remedy.  Keep 
your  children  compulsorily  at  school  up  to 
a  reasonable  age  and  until  they  give  some 
assurance  that  they  have  profited  by  the 
education  they  have  received.  Do  not 
let  them  go  until  they  are  qualified  to 
enter  into  industrial  life.  When  you 
hare  dono  that  coax  them  into  an  indus- 
trial school  if  you  can.  I  should  like  to 
keep  theta  till  they  are  14,  but  at  all 
events  keep  them  until  they  are  13,  and  if 
they  have  not  reached  a  certain  standard, 
let  them  be  compelled  to  attend  con- 
tinuation classes.  The  greatest  latitude 
of  instruction  should,  I  think,  be 
allowed  in  continuation  schools.  It 
is  absurd  to  think  that  young  men 
of  17  or  18  years  of  age  will  be 
tempted  into  school  if  they  have  to 
undergo  the  drudgery  of  the  three  B's. 
The  Code  has  gone  a  long  way  in  offer- 
ing inducements  to  people  to  attend 
evening  schools.  It  was  time  that  in- 
ducements were  offered,  because  the 
number  of  scholars  in  our  continuation 
schools  was  drojjping  off  year  by  year,and, 
in  fact,  the  schools  were  becoming  obsolete. 
There  is  just  one  other  point'  in  connec- 
tion with  the  C!ode  I  desire  to  mention. 
Everybody  has  praised  my  right  hon. 


Friend,  and  I  gladly  join  in  the  praise 
bestowed  upon  him  ;  but  there  is  a  little 
timidity,  and  I  think  in  some  cases  un- 
necessary timidity,  in  the  course  he  has 
taken.  The  point  to  which  I  now  wish 
to  call  attention  to  is  that  of  the  day 
training  colleges.  For  a  long  time  wo 
have  been  anxious  to  see  such  colleges 
established.  I  believe  they  will  not  only 
be  good  in  so  for  as  they  will  cheapen 
the  training  of  our  elementary  teachera, 
and  thereby  enable  us  to  obtain  assistant 
teachers  at  a  reasonable  rate  instead  of 
relying  upon  pupil  teachers,  but  I  think 
they  will  also  introduce  into  the  teaching 
profession  a  class  of  persons  whom  we 
ought  to  be  very  glad  to  see  in  that 
profession.  I  allude  more  especially  now 
to  a  higher  grade  of  female  teachers,  and 
I  should  be  glad,  indeed,  if  every  en- 
couragement were  g^ven  to  our  Univer- 
sity Colleges  and  other  collegiate  institu- 
tions to  take  up  the  training  of  teachers, 
both  male  and  female.  In  the  Code  I 
find  a  limit  is  imposed  as  to  the  number 
of  students.  I  hope  that  is  a  limitation 
which  will  not  be  continued  in  future 
years.  [An  hon.  Member:  It  is  only 
for  this  year.]  It  is  very  clear  that  this 
is  meant  as  a  protection  for  the  old 
colleges.  The  old  colleges  need  no 
protection.  They  do  their  work  well, 
and  I  think  they  will  be  able  to  hold 
their  own  with  the  day  training  colleges 
which  we  are  now  about  to  establish. 
They  have  .  great  advantages.  Their 
buildings  exist  through  the  liberality  of 
the  denominations,  and  they  have  very 
considerable  grants  from  the  Govern- 
ment. They  have  a  prestige,  they  have 
done  good  work,  and  they  need  no 
protection.  There  is  no  reason  whatever 
why  there  should  be  any  limit  to  the 
number  of  students  who  should  be 
allowed  to  be  trained  in  day  colleges.  I 
was  glad  to  hear  it  was  only  for  tjiis  year. 
Again,  I  am  glad  that  encouragement 
has  been  given  to  the  smaller  country 
schools.  The  additional  grant  to 
those  schools  will  enable  them  to 
afford  a  better  education  than  it  has 
hitherto  been  in  their  power  to  afford. 
In  many  cases  the  clergyman  has  had 
to  bear  the  whole  cost  of  those  schools. 
Generally  speaking,  the  schools  are 
denominational  schools.  They  are  no 
worse  for  that ;  indeed.  School  Boards 
in  small  country  districts  are  by  no 
means  good  institutions.    Board  Schools 
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are  of  no  use  exoept  In  tolerably 
large  localities,  and  if  they  are  reallj  to 
be  serrioeable  in  rural  districts,  small 
parishes  ought  to  be  combined  in  order 
to  make  large  diHtricts.  I  hare  heard  of 
one  School  Board  the  Chairman  of  which 
is  unable  to  write  his  own  name.  Such  a 
School  Board  only  tends  to  causa  the 
School  Board  system  to  fall  into  dis- 
repute. But  there  is  one  thing  which 
small  schools  can  do,  whether  denomin'a- 
tional  or  School  Board,  and  that  is  com- 
bine together  in  order  to  obtain  com- 
petent instruction  in  drawing  and  other 
subjects  which  cannot  be  expected  to  be 
impartad  satisfactorily  by  the  ordinary 
elementary  schoolmaster.  An  excellent 
point  in  the  Code  is  the  provision  that  if  a 
pupil  teacher,  after  a  certain  term,  shows 
he  is  not  likely  to  succeed  inthe  profession, 
his  indentures  are  to  be  cancelled.  I 
hope  that  if  1  have  in  any  way  criticised 
the  Code  my  right  hon.  Friend  will 
not  think  I  am  less  gratafnl  to  him  than 
others  who  have  spoken.  I  am  sure  the 
country  will  be  grateful  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  the  improvements  which 
the  Code  will  effect  in  our  system  of 
elementary  education,  and  I  believe  he 
himself  will  in  future  years  look  back 
with  pleasure  to  the  time  when  he  intro- 
duced this  Code. 
•(7-18.)  Mr.  J.  SPENCER  BALFOUR 
(Burnley)  :  I  am  anxious  to  enforce  the 
appeal  made  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  IHtrwen  (Viscount  Cran- 
bome)  in  respect  to  half-timers.  Uis 
Lordship's  reactionary  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  education  generally  may  not 
induce  the  Committee  to  regard  his 
recommendations  in  reference  to  half- 
timers  with  much  favour ;  but  I  submit 
that  if  we  are  really  anxious  to  secure 
effective  education  in  this  country  we 
must  face  the  half-time  difficulty.  I 
speak  as  an  old  member  of  a  School 
Board,  and  as  one  who  for  some  years 
had  to  administer  the  compulsory  clauses 
of  the  Act.  Much  as  I  dislike  the  half- 
time  system,  unwilling  as  I  am  to  see 
the  half-time  system  extended,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  without  that  system 
there  would  be  no  chance  of  enforcing 
the  compulsory  attendance  clause.  That 
is  the  case  in  the  South  of  England,  but 
it  is  particularly  the  case  in  the  North 
of  England.  I  assure  hon.  Members 
who  have  spoken  about  the  attractions  of 
the  new  Code  that  parents  are  not  in- 
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flueuced,  and  often,  unfortunately,  can- 
not be  influenced,  by  the  attractions  of  a 
new  Code,  when  they  are  arranging  the 
attendance  of  their  children  at  school. 
For  instance,  to  expect  a  widow  with  two 
or  three  boys  growing  up  to  manhood  to 
keep  her  children  at  home  a  year  or  two 
longer  than  she  is  absolutely  obliged- 
when  they  have  the  opportunity  of  going 
out  and  earning  something,  is  to  expect 
more  than  human  nature  is  capable  of. 
We  ought  to  remember  that  practical  in- 
struction in  useful  employment  is  by  no 
means  the  least  valuable  part  of  educa- 
tion. I  should  be  the  last  to  limit  the 
amount  of  the  education  of  our  children. 
I  entirely  difEer  from  the  noble  Lord  in 
talking  about  what  is  the  most  suitable 
amount  of  education.  In  my  judgment, 
the  most  suitable  amount  of  education 
is  the  best  we  can  give.  At  the  same 
time,  we  must  face  the  fact  that  in 
the  North  of  England,  and  in  Lancashire 
especially,  there  is  an  enormous 
number  of  half-timers.  The  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  will  be  willing  to 
admit  that  the  efficiency  and  the  success 
of  the  Elementary  Education  Act  has 
been  very  marked  in  Lancashire,  and 
that  in  some  districts  where  the  half- 
time  system  prevails  most  there  are 
some  of  the  best  schools  in  the  country. 
That  is  especially  the  case  in  Burnley, 
the  town  I  represent.  One  of  the  schools 
there  has  received  the  highest  grant 
which  it  is  possible  for  a  school  to 
receive.  At  the  same  time  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  children  are  half- 
timers.  I  trust  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Council  will  see  his  way  to  meet  the 
reasonable  wishes  of  the  school  teachers 
in  this  matter.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  teachers  are  very  heavily 
weighted  when  they  have  this  large 
number  of  half-timers  on  their  hands. 
They  cannot  refuse  to  receive  such 
pupils  ;  but  it  is  very  hard,  indeed,  upon 
them  when  the  Inspector  comes  down  in 
cold  blood  and  expects  that  the  half- 
time  child  shall  be  able  to  pass  as  wide 
an  examination  as  the  child  who  has 
attended  full  time.  As  to  the  qualifica- 
tion of  the  teachers,  I  congratulate  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  on  the 
proposa's  contained  in  the  New  Code; 
and  so  far  from  agreeing  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Laicester,  that  any  stigma 
is  attached  to  the  teachers  who 
are  not  able  to   take    charge  of  pupil 
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teachers,  I  have  been  in  commnnication 
with  many  teachers  throughont  the 
ooantry,  and  am  in  a  position  to  say  that 
they  recognise  the  wisdom  of  the  proposed 
alterations.  With  regard  to  the  test  and 
qnalification  of  half-timers,  perhaps  in 
the  coarse  of  the  next  12  months  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  will  be  able  to 
consider  what  that  test  and  qnalification 
shall  be.  In  the  original  Code  we  had 
no  experience  whatever  of  the  various 
details  of  compn'sion,  and,  therefore,  we 
had  to  adopt  a  somewhat  crude  qualifica- 
tion for  half-timers;  but  I  submit  that 
instead  of  having  a  system  that  shall  vary 
in  different partsof  the  country  itwould be 
well  for  the  Education  Dapartment  to 
re-consider  the  whole  question  of  half- 
timers,  especially  as  to  what  should  be 
&eir  qualification.  I  am  dispos3d  to 
think  that  age  and  number  of  previous 
attendances  at  school  should  be  their  only 
qnalification.  No  child  should  be  com- 
petent to  obtain  a  half-time  certificate 
nntil  he  has  made  a  given  number  of  full 
attendances  at  school  during  his  life,  and 
no  child  under  a  certain  age  should  be 
removed  from  full  school  instruction, 
nnless  the  condition  and  necessities  of 
the  parents  requira  him  to  be  so  removed, 
nor  should  any  child  be  so  removed 
until  he  has  an  immediate  prospect  of 
profitable  and  useful  employment. 

(7.25.)  Me.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Bir- 
mingham, Bordesley) :  1  listened  with 
special  interest  to  the  speech  of  the  noble 
liDrd  the  Member  for  Darwen  (Viscount 
Cranborne),  because  it  brought  forcibly 
to  my  mind  the  progress  we  have  made 
in  the  cause  of  education.  We  have  made 
great  progress  during  the  past  20  years, 
and  all  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Council 
will  have  to  make  up  their  minds  that 
they  cannot  listen  to  any  retrogressive 
proposals.  I  remember  that  when  I  was 
one  of  a  deputation  who  waited  upon  Mr. 
Forster  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  the 
time  would  come,  and  I  hoped  it  was  not 
far  distant,  whon  the  cost  of  education 
in  the  country  all  told  would  be  equal  to 
the  cost  of  the  Army.  That  idea  was 
ridiculed  at  the  time,  but  we  are  gradu- 
ally creeping  up  to  that  standard.  A 
good  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
possibilities  under  this  Code,  but  I  think 
one  of  the  results  of  the  Code  will  be  to 
bring  home  to  the  minds  of  the  people 
the  absolute  and  imperative  necessity  of 
extending  the  age  up  to  which  children 


shall  compulsorily  attend  school.  More- 
over, the  Code  is  more  in  accordance 
with  common  sense  than  any  previous 
Code,  and,  to  me,  it  is  very  curious  how 
the  Code  goes  back,  so  to  speak,  to  the 
principles  of  the  old  educationalists,  or 
rather  of  those  men  of  the  16th  and  17th 
centuries  who  could  better  lay  claim 
to  the  title  of  professors  of  the 
science  of  education  than  the  men  of  the 
present  day  seem  able  to  do.  The  great 
German  educationalist,  Froebel,  said — 

'■Often  teach  the  game  thing.  Nothing  should 
be  leiirnt  by  heart.  Give  time  for  play  and 
recreation.  Give  no  rule  before  you  have  given 
examples.  Teuch  no  language  out  of  gram- 
man)  but  out  of  authors." 

And  in  the  16th  century  it  was  advised 
that  teaching  should  be  more  in  accord- 
ance with  Nature,  that  pictures  or  object 
lessons  should  be  adopted,  and  that  not 
words  but  things  should  be  taught.  It 
is  very  curious  to  see  how  we  are  now 
adopting  this  natural  system  of  teaching. 
But  I  rose  to  refer  to  one  particnlur 
point.  The  Code  provides  for  the 
development  of  scientific  and  technical 
education  in  towns,  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  same  kind  of  teaching  in  rural 
schools,  particularly  in  rural  night 
schools,  is  not  up  to  the  mark  c<nnparecl 
with  the  importance  of  tho  industry  in 
which  rural  chUdren  are  gjreatly 
interested.  As  a  manufacturing  country 
we  are  g^reatly  concerned  in  technical 
education  in  our  indnstrial  centres. 
Hon.  Members  continually  and  rightly 
urge  that  if  we  are  to  maintain  our  manu- 
facturing supremacy,  scientific  training 
must  be  well  attended  to.  But  there  is 
not  an  equal  concern  on  the  part  of  the 
Department  or  the  country  in  the 
teaching  of  agriculture,  the  oldest,  the 
largest,  and  one  of  the  most  honourable 
industries  in  the  world.  Considering  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  small  rural 
schools  labour,  I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  treat  such  schools  with  liberality. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred 
to  the  changes  and  advantages  in  the 
curriculum  by  the  introduction  of 
elementary  science  in  regard  to  agricul- 
ture, and  such  changes  there  are,  but  I 
regret  that  their  value  is  rather  in  th© 
recognition  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject  than  in  any  sufficient  practical 
means  of  carrying  out  the  instruction. 
When  we  see  the  number  of  children 
brought    up     for    examination    under 
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Standard  PV.,  and  when  we  note  what  a 
falling  oS  in  numbers  there  is  in 
examinations  under  Standard  V.,  we 
realisj  what  a  large  number  of  children 
leave  school  after  passing  Standard  IV. 
We  may  take  it  for  granted  that  a  great 
number  of  those  who  leave  school  at  this 
«tage  are  in  the  rural  districts.  I  am 
not  attaching  blame  to  anyone  for  this, 
but  I  think  that,  noting  the  fact  that  an 
extraordinary  number  of  these  children 
come  from  the  rural  districts,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  teaching  of  agriculture 
as  a  specific  subject  is  of  very  little  use 
in  rural  schools,  because  the  instruction 
does  not  begin  until  the  children  are  in 
the  Fifth  Standard.  It  is  quite  true  that 
under  the  head  of  Elementary  Science 
5,  6,  7,  and  8  there  are  subjects  in  which 
agriculture  is  included,  bat  what  I 
contend  is,  that  Avhen  children  leave  at 
the  Fuurth  Standard  there  is  enormous 
waste  to  begin  with,  and  the  children 
leave  just  at  the  time  when  they  would, 
if  they  continued  at  school,  enter  upon 
the  very  valuable  teaching  that  is 
afforded  under  the  teaching  of  science 
and  agriculture  as  specific  subjects. 
Take  one  instance  of  the  necessity  of 
teaching  of  agricaltoral  subjects.  Some 
of  the  simplest  discoveries  in  science,  as 
applied  to  agriculture,  are  unknown, 
because  the  rural  population  have  never 
been  taught.  I  know,  for  instance, 
districts  in  Berkshire,  and  the  same 
practice  obtains  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  country,  where  the  people  continue 
to  smother  their  bees,  simply  because 
they  have  never  been  taught  any  plan 
to  supersede  that  wasteful^  barbarous, 
antiquated  proceeding.  What  I  should 
like  in  some  future  Code,  if  the  Vice 
President  could  see  his  way  clearly, 
would  hi  to  declare  every  school  where 
the  Board  or  Attendance  Committee  put 
the  Fourth  Standard  as  the  end  of 
compulsory  education,  an  inefficient 
school.  It  really  is  inefficient,  that  is  to 
say,  it  does  not  turn  out  the  article,  to 
use  a  manufacturing  term,  that  is 
expected,  and  the  consequence  is  the 
failure  in  that  instance  goes  to 
add  to  the  cost  of  the  general 
education  of  the  country.  To  use  the 
manufacturer  simile,  if  he  has  a  certain 
number  of  &ilures  or  imperfect  speci- 
mens these  add  to  the  cost  of  those  he 
effectively  produces,  and  so  these  ex- 
amples of  imperfect  education  make  our 
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educational  system  so  expensive  as 
compared  with  the  actual  results.  I 
would  make  the  teaching  of  agriculture 
in  rural  schools  compulsory.  It  is  com- 
pulsory in  Ireland,  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  National  Schools,  beyond  a  certain 
standard,  and  I  notice  that  in  1888  there 
were  84,786  boys  in  primary  schools 
examined  in  agriculture,  60  per  cent,  of 
whom  passed.  They  have  very  valuable 
text  books  which  are  used  in  the  schools. 
In  France,  too,  agriculture  is  taught  in 
the  primary  schook,  that  is  to  say,  the 
simple  &ct8  and  processes  connected 
with  agriculture.  We,  too,  should  re- 
cognise the  importance  of  bringfing  up 
our  boys  in  a  plain  and  practical  manner 
to  some  knowledge  of  the  greatest  in- 
dustry of  our  country,  which  needs  all 
the  help  we  can  give  it.  Only  one  point 
more  I  wish  to  mention,  and  that  is  in 
reference  to  reading  books.  From  the 
examination  I  have  given  them  I  do  not 
think  they  are  the  most  suitable  for  their 
purpose.  The  righthon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  London  University  (Sir  J.Lnbbock) 
said  this  evening  that  children  in  learn- 
ing to  read  must  read  something,  and  it 
would  be  far  better  if  in  our  country 
schools  the  children  read  in  books  dealing 
with  the  natural  life  and  phenomena 
around  them.  No  better  subjects  can  be 
found.  There  is  all  natural  history  to 
draw  upon,  and  no  fairy  tale  can  be 
more  interesting  than  the  explanation 
and  elucidation  of  Nature's  work  being 
carried  on  around  them.  To  illustrate 
what  I  mean,  I  remember  a  few  months 
ago  catching  a  boy  as  he  was  ranning 
from  school,  and  I  said  to  him,  "  What  is 
the  name  of  that  tree?"  The  boy  did 
not  know.  I  question  if  he  had  really 
seen  the  tree  he  passed  four  times  a  day. 
This  is  an  example  of  how  the  real  ob- 
ject of  education  had  failed ;  the  develop- 
ment of  observation,  the  awakening  of 
interest,  the  habit  of  inquiry  had  not  been 
touched  byhisschoolinstruction.  Theright 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Lubbock)  has  shown 
the  interest  there  is  in  the  study  of  sub- 
jects we  find  around  us,  the  habits  of 
bees  and  insects,  and  subjects  which 
awaken  a  country  boy's  interest  to  his 
after  advantage.  I  wonder  that  no 
enterprising  publisher  has  provided, 
for  reading  in  our  elementary  schools, 
books  such  as  would  arrest  the  attention 
of  boys  by  dealing  with  natural  objects 
with     which     they    are    familiar.      I 
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remember  in  my  yonnger  days,  ■when  I 
had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  teaching 
in  a  class  of  schools  which  I  am  glad  to 
say  has  departed,  I  mean  the  old  ragged 
school,  that  yon  might  examine  a  boy  in 
the  mnltiplioation  teble  or  other  elemen- 
taiy  school  subject,  as  then  tanght,  and 
put  him  down  as  the  biggest  fool  in  the 
school,  but  the  moment  yon  mentioned 
an  animal,  bird,  insect,  or  some  natural 
object  which  may  have  happened  to 
come  within  his  observation,  yon  might 
see  his  mental  faculties  awtikening,  and 
yon  might  see  there  were  possibilities  in 
him  worthy  of  development.  But  I 
r^ret  that  I  have  occupied  so  much 
of  the  time  of  the  C!ommittee.  What  I 
wish  to  urge  upon  the  Vice  President  is 
that  he  should  give  farther  facilities  for 
theteachingof  the  elementsof  agriculture 
in  our  rural  schools,  and,  if  he  can  see 
his  way,  I  would  urge  him  to  make  it  a 
compnlaory  subject  in  this  country,  as  it 
is  in  Ireland,  in  France,  and  in  some 
other  countries. 

(7.40.)  Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,N.)  : 
In  regard  to  the  subject  of  agriculture  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  it  made  part  of  the 
ordinary  work  of  the  school,  and  not 
limited  to  standards  above  Standard  IV. 
We  know  that  in  some  districts  schools 
have  no  standard  above  Standard  IV. 
When,  however,  hon.  Members  talk  of 
mere  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
they  create  a  false  impression  of  the 
character  of  the  examinations  in  the 
schools.  To  pass  in  reading,  does  not 
mean  that  passages  shall  be  read  with 
proper  pronunciation  and  emphasis  ;  tho 
reader  may  give  the  passage  with  all  the 
elocution  of  a  Henry  Irving,  or  of  our 
best  public  speakers,  but  unless  he 
knows  something  of  the  matter  he 
reads  he  will  be  unable  to  pass. 
The  best  work  in  primary  schools  is 
done  under  Standards  I.  to  FV.  and  for 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Ceilings)  to  advise 
the  Vice  President  to  treat  every  school 
as  inefficient  which  does  not  provide  for 
examinations  in  Standards  V.and  VI.  is  a 
ridiculouB  recommendation  on  the  face  of 
it.  The  hon.  Membsr  went  on  to  talk  of 
reading  books,  but  we  have  a  staff  of 
Inspectors,  who,  with  20years'  experience, 
have  given  general  satisfaction,  and  yet 
the  hon.  Member  would  have  books 
adopted  outside  the  recommendations  of 
these  Inspectors.  It  is  all  very  well  for 
the  hon.  Member  to  go  back  to  the  15th 


or  16th  century,  and  bring  us  the  result 
of  his  reading,  but  those  of  ns  who 
have  had  intimate  observation  of  educar 
tional  work  will  not  be  convinced  by  the 
hon.  Member's  arguments  and  illustra- 
tions. The  hon.  Member  tells  us  %. 
tale  of  a  boy  who  did  not  know  the 
name  of  a  tree,  but  very  pcissibly  ther 
lad  was  alarmed  and  bewildered  by 
being  suddenly  accosted,  and  may  hav& 
taken  the  hon.  Member  for  an  Inspector, 
and  possibly  anticipated  punishment  for 
being  found  outside  school.  I  venture 
to  join  in  the  congratulations  to  the 
Vice  President  upon  the  introduction  of 
his  New  Code,  and  I  may  say  that 
during  his  term  of  office  the  administra- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ha» 
been  generally  to  the  satisfaction  of 
school  managers.  The  New  Code  is 
elastic,  and  it  may  become  expansive. 
It  is  not  a  Teacher's  Code,  it  is  an  In- 
spector's Code,  and  as  such  is  elastic  and 
expansive.  Prom  the  pecuniary  point  of 
view  I  think  the  New  Code  will  not  pay 
so  well  as  the  present  Code — schools 
will  not  earn  the  same  amount  of  grant. 
But  the  power  of  the  Inspector  for  the 
encouragement  of  good  work  will  be 
increased.  He  will  have  the  power  of 
going  two  or  three  times  to  a  school  in 
the  course  of  a  year,  and  of  confidentially 
advising  master  or  mistress.  The  line 
of  demarcation  between  Inspector  and 
master  is  removed,  and  the  latter  may 
have  the  full  advantage  of  the  experience 
of  the  Inspector.  But  when  hon. 
Members  congratulate  themselves  upon 
tho  system  of  payment  by  results  being 
abolished,  an  examination  of  the  Code 
shows  that  is  a  declaration  that 
cannot  be  sustained.  The  merit 
grant  is  practically  retained.  What 
does  the  fixed  grant  mean?  What 
do  yon  mean  by  the  12s.  6d.  and  14s. 
grants  and  the  9s.  and  7s.  grants,  and,  in 
the  case  of  in&nt  schools,  the  2s.  and 
4s.  6d.  grants?  Payment  by  results  is 
not  really  done  away  with.  Inspectors 
should  have  power  to  determine  whether 
a  school  is  efficient  or  not,  and  upon 
that  a  fixed  grant  upon  the  average 
attendance  ought  to  be  embodied  in  the 
Code.  Payment  by  result  is  retained 
and  classification  is  retained,  although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  explained 
that  a  Circular  to  Inspectors  shall  be 
issued  modifying  instructions  in  this 
regard.     We  want  full  liberty  of  class!- 
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fication,  and  the  periodical  visits  of 
Inspectors,  intelligently  applied,  should 
enable  teachers  to  cover  any  difficulties 
in  classification.  The  Code  ought  to  be 
radically  altered ;  we  ought  to  have  a 
fixed  grant  on  average  attendance,  and 
the  Instructions  to  Inspectors  should  do 
away  with  sample  or  individual  examina- 
tions. The  Inspector  takes  a  third  of  the 
boys  present  and  passes  an  opinion  upon 
the  result  of  his  examination.  Is  not  this 
individual  examination  ?  I  regret  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  had 
the  courage  to  tackle  the  question  of  the 
17s.  6d.  limit ;  he  has  made  special  excep- 
tions, but  he  keeps  the  17s.  6d.  limit. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  taken 
into  account  the  immense  sacrifices  made 
by  voluntary  schools ;  why  should  he 
not  do  away  with  the  17s.  6d.  limit  in 
regard  to  all  subjects  called  "specific?" 
The  results  would  not  be  piid  for  until 
the  Department  was  perfectly  satisfied. 
Why,  then,  when  a  voluntary  school  is 
able  to  produce  resalts  satisfactory  to  the 
Department  and  to  the  admiration  of  the 
country,  shonid  not  the  Department  be 
generous  and  give  the  school  the  full 
benefit  of  the  grant  ?  I  regret  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  had  the  courage 
to  grapple  with  this  limit,  which  spoils 
the  effect  of  much  the  New  Code  effects. 
There  is  one  point  I  wish  to  put  before 
the  right  Gentleman ;  it  is  a  small  point ; 
bat  there  is  much  irritation  in  connection 
with  it,  and  I  do  not  think  it,  has  yet 
been  touched  upon — I  refer  to  Article 
89,  the  publication  of  the  Report,  which 
provides  that  the  balance  sheet  shall  be 
published  immediately  after  the  receipt 
of  the  Report  of  the  Inspector,  and  a 
Copy  of  Form  9  shall  bs  posted  on  the 
school  door  or  other  public  place  for  14 
consecutive  days.  I  am  sui*  prised  that 
attention  has  not  been  drawn  to  this. 
It  seems  to  assume  that  all  school  build- 
ings have  enclosed  areas  in  front  from 
which  the  public  are  excluded ;  but  in 
our  towns  the  buildings  often  abut 
directly  upon  the  street,  and  managers 
are  asked  to  publish  their  accounts  on 
the  school  doors  for  the  satisfaction  of 
«very  inquisitive  passer-by.  Managers 
do  not  fear  the  closest  investigation  of 
theii'  accounts  on  the  part  of  a  Govern- 
ment official.  A  public  auditor  should 
be  appointed,  and  to  him  these  accounts 
should  be  submitted,  and  with  his 
Report  the  Department  ought  to  be 
Mr.  Corvway 


satisfied.     There  is  no  reason  why  the 
managers  should  be  called  upon  to  ex- 
pose their  accounts  to  every  curiosity- 
monger,  to  every  individual  who  may 
possibly  have  a  quarrel  with  the  manage- 
ment, to  every  young  man  whose  atten- 
tions to  a  school  mistress  or  teacher  may 
be  influenced  by  the  amount  of  salary 
she  receives.     The  scrutiny  of  an  audJtx>r 
ought  to  satisfy  the  Department,  and  I 
do  not  think  the  managers   should    be 
required  to  gratify  mere  curiosity.     One 
other  matter  I   have  to   mention,  and 
that  is  in  reference  to  the  old  teachers  ; 
and,  by  way  of  preliminary  observation,  I 
am  glad  to   find    that  the  right   hon. 
Gentleman  anticipates  within  the  next 
few  years  we  may  have  a  general  super- 
annuation scheme  for  teachers.     Alr^tdy 
some  little  discussion  has  taken  place  as 
to  a  section  of  this  class,  but  I  want  to 
see  a  whole-hearted  and  not  a  piece- meal 
scheme.     We  know  from  Reports  that 
18,000  teachers  receive  no  more  than 
£75  a  year,  and  large  numbers  receive 
£50   and  less.     How  is  it  possible  on 
such  payments  to  provide  for  old   age, 
when  worn  out  in  the  service  ?    In  1846, 
when  I  may  say  the  present  system  of 
education  had  its  commencement,    the 
Privy  Council  pissed  a  Minute  to  the 
effect   that   it  was   expedient  to   make 
provision  in   certain   cases  for  retiring 
allowances    to  schoolmasters   and    mis- 
tresses,  and  that   the    Ijord   President 
should  draw  up  regulations  to  that  end. 
Following  this,  in  December  of  that  year, 
another  Minute  was  issued  establishing  a 
system  of  pensions  to  teachers  in  certain 
cases  on  the  basis  of  two-thirds  of  the 
amount  of  salary.     This  was  modified  in 
1857,   and  in  1862,  under    Mr.  Robert 
Lowe's  Code,  these  payments  were  abol- 
ished.    Now,  I  know  psrfectly  well,  for 
I  was  myself  personally  interested  as  a 
teacher,  what  the  effect  has  been.      I 
remember  that  I  was  induced  to  join  the 
profession  under  the  promise  that,  after  a 
certain    term  of    service,   I  should   be 
entitled  to  a  pension,  and  between  1858, 
when  I  entered  the  service,  and  1862,  all 
teachers  were  engaged  on  similar  terms. 
The  unfairness  with  which  teachers  had 
been  treated  was  generally  recognised, 
and  led  to  the  passing  of  a  Motion  in 
1884  and    the  granting  of  pensions  in 
232  cases  of  engagements  in  the  service 
up  to    1851.      I   would  strongly   urge 
upon  the  Vice  President  that  he  should 
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entertain  the  proposition  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oxford  University  (Mr. 
Talbot),  that  the  State  should  keep 
faith  with  those  teachers  who  were 
engaged  in  the  service  up  to  1862,  and 
they  should  receive  the  pensions  they 
are  fully  entitled  to.  The  Code  is  not 
all  that  could  be  desired ;  but  it  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction,  and,  so  far,  I  con- 
gratulate the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
look  forward  to  a  further  advance  which 
will  produce  a  Code  satisfactory  to  all 
engaged  or  interested  in  the  education  of 
the  country. 

•(8.0.)  Mb.  jasper  MORE  (Shrop- 
shire, Ludlow) :  I  wish  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  a  detail  in  the  proposed  Code 
which  has  hitherto  escaped  much  obser- 
vation, the  proposal  to  introduce  physical 
training  into  our  schools.  This  is  a 
matter  in  which  I  and  others  in  my 
constitnency  have  long  been  much  inter- 
ested, and  we  have  exercised  such  influ- 
ence as  we  posseHS  to  obtain  its  introduc- 
tion into  the  Code.  For  4P  years  the 
Wenlock  Olympian  Society  has  been 
supporting  physical  training,  and  trying 
to  obtain  its  recognition  in  national 
schools.  Last  year  there  was  a  Con- 
ference of  Frenchmen  held  in  Paris,  inter- 
ested in  the  introduction  of  English  and 
American  games  into  French  schools.  A 
Society  with  that  object  was  formed,  and 
they  have  this  year  published  a  Report 
which  contains  the  results  of  experiments 
carried  out  at  Wenlock  in  my  constitn- 
ency as  to  the  effect  of  physical  education 
upon  children  of  the  same  age.  In  this 
Report  it  is  stated  that  children,  exercised 
in  the  schools  with  Indian  clubs, 
horizontal  bars,  the  vaulting  horse,  <!rc., 
increased  in  breadth  of  chest  two  inches, 
while  other  children  in  similar  circum- 
stances increased  only  half  an  inch 
through  drilling.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
see  the  taste  for  physical  exercises  is 
increasing  in  the  Metropolis.  During 
the  Whitsuntide  recess  the  Member 
for  Leeds  presided  over  an  exhibition  of 
athletic  exercises  at  the  Agricultural 
Hall,  honoured  by  the  presence  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
I  am  informed  that  athletic  exercises  for 
young  girls  are  among  the  most  popular 
purposes  for  which  the  hall  of  the 
Peoples'  Palace  is  used.  The  carrying 
out  of  the  details  of  such  exercises  in 
schools  no  doubt  presents  difficulties. 
There   is  the  capacity  of    teachers  for 


giving  instruction,  and  the  cost  of 
apparatus  and  other  matters  which  would 
require  Departmental  consideration  ;  but, 
without  trespassing  on  the  time  of  the 
Committee,  I  add  my  congratulations  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  upon  the 
recognition  of  physical  training  for  the 
first  time  in  the  Code,  and  if  he  can  see 
his  way  to  pruceed  a  little  further  in  the 
same  direction  he  will  greatly  add  to  our 
obligations. 

•(8.5.)  Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamp- 
ton, E.) :  In  the  first  place,  I  should  like 
to  give  my  hearty  support  to  what  has 
fihUon  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Shrop- 
shire in  regard  to  physical  education, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  may  see  his  way  to  strengthen 
this  point  still  further  in  his  next 
Education  Code.  The  hon.  Member  for 
North  Leitrim  has  dealt  so  fully  and 
ably  with  the  questions  upon  which 
teachers  are  specially  interested  that  I  do 
not  venture  to  follow  him.  The  answer 
given  by  the  Vice  President  in  reference 
to  the  saving  of  the  rights  of  existing 
certificated  teachers  and  the  instructions 
to  Inspectors  renders  it  unnecessary  that 
I  should  touch  upon  these  matters.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  audit,  it  really 
seems  to  me  the  proposal  in  the  Code 
is  insufficient  on  one  point.  What  is 
required,  and  what  would  be  only  just  in 
some  parishes,  such  as  that  wherein  I 
live,  is  that  there  should  be  ready  access  at 
any  time  by  any  ratepayer  to  the  accounts 
of  the  school.  In  the  parish  where  I 
live  the  school  is  maintained  by  a 
voluntary  school  rate,  not  an  infrequent 
arrangement  in  the  country,  and  I 
think  the  accounts  should  be  open  to  the 
scrutiny  of  every  ratepayer,  I  beg  to 
thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the 
fuU  opportunity  for  the  discussion 
of  education  we  have  had  this  year. 
He  has  acted  liberally,  and  I  think 
wisely,  in  according  us  so  much  time, 
because,  as  the  right  hon.  G«ntleman 
remarked  the  other  night,  we  are  likely 
in  the  future  to  be  plunged  into  troubled 
waters  and  to  have  to  engage  in  more 
heated  controversies.  The  right  hon.  Q«n- 
tleman  may  not  be  in  a  position  to  carry 
out  his  intentions  next  year,  and  some  of 
us  hope  that  may  be  so.  It  is  obviously  to 
the  advantage  of  both  sides  of  the  House 
that  the  real  issues  raised  by  the  pro- 
posals in  the  Code  should  be  thoroughly 
discussed  on  the  present  occasion.    The 
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Debate  will  clear  the  ground,  and  we 
shall  understand,  and  the  country  will 
understand,  more  definitely  the  tendency 
of  the  Government  proposals,  and  how 
they  are  related,  to  proposals  fore- 
shadowed for  the  coming  Session.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Darwen 
(Lord  Cranbome)  put  some  rather  close 
questions  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman ; 
and  from  the  assent  he  gave  to  the  views 
of  the  noble  Lord  with  regard  to  the 
interpretation  of  Article  92,  I  venture 
to  draw  cert:kin  conclusions.  Expression 
has  been  given  to  the  opinion  by  various 
authorities  that  this  large  increase  of 
income  to  smaller  schools  is  not  ctmpled 
with  a  suflBcient  guarantee  that  the 
increase  shall  go  to  securing  the 
eflBciency  of  the  schools.  I  gather  from 
the  assent  expressed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  the  views  of  the  noble 
Lord  that  we  are  to  understand  from  the 
words  in  Section  92,  that  the  Department 
will  have  power  ti  deal  with  a  portion  of 
the  grant,  to  exercise  discretion  in  with- 
holding part  from  inafficient  schools,  that 
this  is  really  nugatory,  that  there  will 
be  a  delay  and  appeals  to  the  Chief 
Inspector  and  to  the  Department,  and 
that  in  the  words  there  is  no  security 
that  the  school  eflSciency  shall  be 
immediately  increased  by  the  grant. 
This  is  of  first-class  importance,  and 
goes  to  the  very  centre  of  the  ques- 
tion upon  which  we  are  engaged,  and  it 
is  a  point  I  wish  to  emphasise,  having  in 
view  the  possible  proposals  next  year. 
The  essential  part  of  the  Code  seems  to 
me  to  be  the  increase  in  the  fixed  grants 
to  small  schools.  Is  that  grant  really 
to  secure  efficiency  or  not?  It  is 
obvious  that  the  increase  of  income  will 
be  enormous  in  the  case  of  the  very 
worst  schools  in  tha  country ;  and  we  do 
not  think  there  is  any  guarantee  that  we 
shall  have  additional  results  as  compared 
to  what  we  now  have.  The  result 
will  be  that  some  of  the  worst  schools, 
schools  which  have  not  obtained  the 
"  merit "  grant,  will  receive  an  enormous 
addition  to  their  income,  amounting  in 
some  cases  to  30  per  cent.,  and  though 
there  may  be  an  adverse  Report  from  the 
Inspector,  the  process  of  appeal  may  be 
gone  through,  and  it  will  practically  be  a 
long  time  before  a  remedy  can  be  applied. 
I  do  not  in  the  least  object  to  an  increase 
of  grants  to  small  and  poor  schools ;  on 
the  contrary,  I  cordially  welcome  such  an 
Mr.  Channing 


increase  to  schools  in  the  poor  and  desti- 
tute villages  with  which  many  of  us  are 
familiar,  if  only  we  have  a  guarantee 
that  the  increase  shall  be  devoted  to 
making  the  educational  work  more  cfEeo- 
tive.  But  I  repeat,  the  efEect  of  the 
proposal  as  it  stands  will  be  to  hand  over 
a  very  large  sum  to  a  large  number  of 
schools — voluntary  schools — without  suf- 
ficient guarantee  that  the  money  will  be 
devoted  to  the  promotion  of  efficiency, 
and  will  not  go  merely  to  the  relief  of 
there  subscribers.  The  number  of  schools 
that  will  be  affected  by  this  additional 
grant  is  exceedingly  large.  There  are  no 
less  than  4,214  Church  of  England  schoola 
which  will  receive  a  very  considerable 
addition  to  their  income  without  a  gua- 
rantee of  efficiency,  the  grant  all  round 
being  raised  to  13s.  6d.,  while  they  now 
receive  grants  varying  from  8s.  7d.  to 
10s.  7d.  There  are  one  or  two  other  points 
to  which  I  should  like  to  draw  attention. 
I  am  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  not  think  that  I  wish  to  detract  from 
the  general  expression  of  approval  which 
has  been  bestowed  upon  the  educational 
advance  he  has  endeavoured  to  carry  out 
in  the  Code  and  in  which  he  has  on 
many  points  been  successful;  but  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  all  who  are  inter- 
ested in  education  to  indicate  defects 
and  point  out  matters  in  which  the  Code 
is  open  to  criticism.  I  turn  to  the  ques- 
tion of  accommodation,  and  I  really  think 
that  many  practical  educationists  mast 
regret  that  the  proposals  in  the  Code  are 
so  ia,v  behind  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commissioners  and  so  far  behind  the 
proposals  in  the  Code  of  last  year.  We 
who  sat  in  the  House  and  followed  the 
history  of  last  year's  Code  saw  with 
great  regret  the  results  following  the 
persistent  attacks  upon  the  Education 
Department  from  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  and  those  interested  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  existing  system  of 
voluntary  schools  and  the  present  limit, 
for  we  know  the  insufficiency  of  accommo- 
dation, the  in  some  cases  insanitary 
buildings  and  badly  lighted  scbool-roomsr 
in  which  the  voluntary  system  is  carried 
on.  There  was  a  case  referred  to  last 
year  in  regard  to  the  town  of  Luton,  in 
Bedfordshire.  The  Department,  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  proposal  in  last  year's 
Code,  laid  down  the  principle  that  in 
calculating  the  deficiency  of  accommoda- 
tion which  had  to  be  met,  the  places  in 
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Tolnntary  schools  should  be  estimated 
on  the  10  feet  limit,  although  the 
decision  of  the  Government  with  regaid 
to  last  year's  Code  -wbs  that  they 
did  not  adhere  to  their  first  proposal  to 
insist  on  the  application  of  the  10  feet 
limit  to  existing  voluntary  schools. 
Now  we  are  in  this  position :  that  Her 
Majesty's  Gk>vemment  do  not  propose  to 
ded  with  the  8  feet  limit  in  existing 
voluntary  schools  ;  but  are  we  to  under- 
stand that,  in  the  calculation  of  defi- 
ciencies to  be  supplied  by  School  Boards, 
where  such  are  in  existence,  the  Depart- 
ment will  calculate  existing  accommoda- 
tion on  the  10  feet,  as  they  did  at  Luton  7 
I  hope  the  Government  will  arrive  at 
some  arrangement  by  which  the  10  feet 
limit  shall  be  adopted  generaUy,  for  it  is 
a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  health 
of  the  children.  Turning  for  a  moment 
to  the  question  of  pupil  teachers.  I  wish 
tiie  Government  had,  in  framing  this 
Code,  laid  down  some  better  guarantee 
that  pupil  teachers  should  have  more 
time  and  opportunity  for  self-training 
and  self-advancement.  I  may  be  wrong, 
and  I  speak  with  diffidence  on  the  point ; 
bat  it  seems  to  me  the  Code  is  not  suffi- 
ciently explicit,  and  does  not  sufficiently 
Mcore  the  position  of  pupil  teachers  in 
this  respect.  The  extension  of  the  curri- 
cnlnm  in  day  and  evening  schools  is 
admirable,  and  the  granting  of  alternative 
courses  is  one  of  the  best  proposals  made 
hr  a  long  time.  I  welcome  the  remarks 
the  right  hen.  Gentleman  made  the  other 
evening,  which,  if  I  rightly  understand 
them,  indicate  that  this  is  only  the 
begfinning  of  a  wise  and  generous  policy 
on  this  subject,  and  that  we  shall  have  a 
gradual  widening  and  deepening  of  the 
channels  of  education.  In  touching 
upon  the  subject  of  agricultural  instruc- 
tion, I  may  say  the  importance  of  this 
has  not  been  overrated  during  the  dis- 
cossion  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Bordesley  Division  and  others.  I  live 
in  an  agricultural  district,  and  I  am  sure 
that  if  in  evening  classes  we  had  in- 
struction in  subjects  relating  to  agricul- 
ture given  in  an  attractive  form  there 
would  be  a  great  improvement  in  the 
moral  tone  of  the  young  men  of  our 
villages,  as  well  as  ^teai  advantage  to 
the  mdnstry  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
I  torn  f<Mr  a  moment  to  the  subject  of 
drawing,  and  here  I  recognise  one  of  the 
moat  important  advances  made  by  the 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    [thibd  seeies.] 


Code.  But  though  I  listened  carefully 
to  the  explanations  of  the  Vice  President 
the  other  night  in  regard  to  this  subject, 
and  found  a  warm  recognition  of  the 
educational  value  of  the  subject,  I  could 
not  find  any  indication  of  any  working 
machinery  for  carrying  it  out.  There 
are  schools  admirably  conducted  in  other 
respects  where  the  teachers  are  incapable 
of  teaching  drawing,  and  bo  the  managers 
will  not  entertain  the  subject.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  pointed 
out  any  practical  method  of  overcoming 
the  difficulty.  The  real  remedy  is  the 
remodelling  of  our  school  management 
system.  I  do  not  know  of  any  School 
Board  where  the  Chairman  is  unable 
to  write  his  name ;  but  I  do  know 
instances  where  Boards,  small  and  com- 
posed of  men  whose  intentions  are  for 
ahead  of  their  power  of  dealing  with 
important  subjects  like  this,  wish  to 
carry  out  higher  education,  but  cannot. 
These  difficulties  would  be  met  by  com- 
bined action  carried  out  by  a  higher 
authority  than  a  viUage  authority. 
It  is  useless  to  leave  the  management  of 
educational  matters  to  a  country  clergy- 
man, assisted  by  one  or  two  farmers  of 
the  district,  and  expect  that  they  will 
be  able  to  carry  out  a  system  of  higher 
education  such  as  is  foreshadowed  in  this 
Code.  What  is  wanted  is  a  higher 
authority,  an  educational  council  or 
authority  over  a  large  area,  composed  of 
men  of  knowledge  and  ability  which  they 
would  bring  to  bear  upon  the  subject, 
and  who  would  be  able  to  work  out  a 
'  system  of  peripatetic  teaching  in  various 
subjects  to  the  great  advantage  of  educa- 
tion within  their  area.  This  brings  me  to 
the  real  issue  of  this  discussion,  a  contro- 
versial subject  into  which  I  have  no  wish 
now  to  enter  deeply.  I  have  to  impress 
upon  the  House  this  fact,  that  we  are 
having  this  boon  given  to  the  worst  class 
of  voluntary  schools,  without  any  guaran- 
tee that  these  schools  will  be  brought  up 
to  a  thoroughly  efficient  point.  You  are 
giving  the  advantage  to  the  voluntary 
schools,  which  you  propose  to  follow  up 
with  further  advantages  in  the  coming 
year.  I  will  not  go  into  the  point 
further,  nor  do  I  refer  to  it  in  any  bitter 
spirit.  What  I  insist  upon,  in  conclnsion, 
is  that  you  cannot  obtain  the  highest 
results  except  by  combination.  The  only 
proper  system  is  that  of  a  representative 
authority  elected  by  the  people  them- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


207 


Supjily — 


{COMMONS;  Educatian  EUinwtes. 


208 


selves,  with  a  wide  nrea,  where  the  whole 
of  these  edncational  qnestious  can  be 
dealt  with  by  a  large  representative  body, 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  and  not  in 
the  interests  of  a  creed.     (8.31.) 

(9.2.)  Notice  taken,  that  40  Members 
were  not  present ;  Committee  counted, 
and  40  Members  being  found  present, 

(9.4.)  Mr.  H.  J.  WILSON  (York, 
W.R.,  Holmfirth)  :  I  only  wish  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Committee  for  a  few 
moments  whilst  I  draw  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  two  points 
which,  though  small,  are,  I  think,worthy 
of  the  attention  of  the  Committee.  At 
the  end  of  the  Code  there  is  a  reference 
made  to  the  lowest  dimensions  for  the 
building  of  teachers'  houses,  and  I  find 
that  the  minimum  height  of  the  rooms 
is  fixed  at  8ft.  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
a  member  of  a  Sanitary  Authority,  and 
we  have  Local  Bodies  coming  to  us  f  i-om 
time  to  time  for  powers  to  compel  all 
liouses  to  be  built  of  certain  dimensions. 
So  far  as  I  am  aware,  8ft.  has 
never  "been  allowed  as  a  minimum  in 
any  case.  They  have  asked  for  9ft. 
and  8ft.  6in.,  and  it  seems  to  mc  to  be  a 
matter  to  be  legretted  that  even  when 
the  lowest  class  of  houses  for  the  poorest 
section  of  the  population  have  to  have 
rooms  of  not  less  than  8ft.  Gin.  in  height, 
we  should  allow  our  school  teachers  to 
inhabit  houses  with  rooms  as  low  as 
8ft.  I  trust  that  now  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  matter,  although  he  has 
fixed  this  as  a  minimum,  he  will  not, 
save  in  very  exceptional  cases,  allow  the 
minimum  to  be  reached.  Then,  I  would 
call  attention  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Code  in  regard  to  the  teaching  of  French. 
There  are  not  a  great  many  children  in 
the  elementary  schools  of  this  country 
who  are  taught  French,  and  I  am  afraid 
that,wbile  the  regulations  remain  as  they 
ar<s,  there  are  not  likely  to  be  many.  In 
the  Higher  Board  School  of  Sheffield 
French  has  been  taught  from  the 
beginning,  and  g^eat  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  connection  with  it.  For 
some  years  in  that  school  the  teacher 
was  a  highly  trained  and  fully  certificated 
Swiss  teacher.  Ue  taught  with  consider- 
able success  so  long  as  he  was  allowed  to 
pursue  a  somewhat  more  popular  method 
than  that  prescribed  by  the  Code.  My 
point  is  that  it  is  not  possible 
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under  ordinary  circumstances  for  chil- 
dren, even  in  the  higher  Board  schools, 
to  give  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
French,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  desirable 
that  they  should  be  permitted  to  acquire 
a  sort  of  colloquial  knowledge  of  the 
language  that  may  be  of  use  to  them  in 
commercial  pursuits  rather  than  that 
they  should  be  required  to  ground  them- 
selves in  grammar,  the  study  of  which 
they  will  never  be  able  to  continue  for 
any  length  of  time.  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  the  teacher  to  whom  I  have 
referred,  from  which  I  make  the  follow- 
ing extracts.     He  says — 

"  I  have  been  able  to  see  fully,  these  laat 
years,  the  disadvantagfa  of  the  scheme  of  last 
Code,  having  been  obliged  through  a  decision 
of  the  School  Board  to  follow  exactly  this 
schpme  in   my  teaching.     This   decision  was 

taken  in   order  to  increase  the  grant 

The  New  Code  brings  no  improvements,  and  if 
adopted  will  perpetuate  the  inistaicen  features 
of  £nglish  tracbing  of  French,  in  spite  of  all 
dtsire  shown  by  the  public  Press  and  by  the 
Cbambeis  of  Commerce  to  introduce  an  efficieut 
teaching. 

The  diradvantages  I  found  in  teaching  si-- 
cording  to  the  line  drawn  by  the  Code  are  the 
following : — 

1.  The  teacher  being  obliged  to  teach  so 
much  theory  and  grammar,  must  necessarily 
neglect  conversation  and  wiitten  praclio', 
which  only  can  interest  the  pupils. 

2.  The  pupils  soon  get  tired  of  this  dry 
study,  and  leave  it  off  as  soon  as  they  can. 

3.  The  powers  ef  conversing,  which  is  neces- 
sary in  order  to  obtain  a  commercial  certificate, 
will  never  be  acquirt^d  thus. 

4.  'J  his  language  teaching  is  ine6Scient,  aiid 
will  be  of  very  little  us**,  if  any,  to  the  pupils 
in  their  career.  The  standard  of  the  Kreoch 
in  the  Central  School  is  now  worse  than  itwasa 
few  years  ago,  though  the  financial  results  may 
have  increased 

The  objections  I  have  to  the  New  Code 
scheme  are  the  following : — 

1.  The  first  year  is  completely  taken  up 
by  a  theoretical  teaching,  and  it  will  bn  more 
BO  now  that  a  reading  book  is  to  be  introduced. 

2.  The  second,  and  especially  the  third, 
year  have  really  less  to  do  than  the  first. 

3  The  conversation  is  put  off  to  the  third 
year,  consequently  '  will  never  be  useful,  if 
there  is  ever  a  converMttion. 

Would  it  not  be  possible  to  have  an  alterna- 
tive course  for  this  subject  as  it  is  the  case  for 
English  and  the  other  class  subjects  for  in- 
stance, and  as  the  Code  treats  modem  languages 
like  dead  languages,  could  not  there  be  a  course 
for  these  who  learn  it  in  view  of  commerce 
or  industry  f  The  following  alternate  scheme 
would  answer  this  purpose  and  make  a  first 
step  towards  commercial  schools,  which,  by- 
and-bye,  will  surely  be  opened  iu  England  as 
they  are  abroad  : — First  year  or  stage  :  Grain- 
mar  to  the  two  first  conjugations  used  in 
conversation  in  little  Busy  questions  and 
answers  spoken  and  dictated.     Notice  shall  be 
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tmken  of  the  pronnDciation.  Second  year  : 
Onmniar — the  four  cODJngationa  uRpd  in  coi>- 
TemtioD  ;  the  mot t  iroporUiDl  irregular  verbs. 
Dictation  in  French ;  importftnce  given  to 
pronnnriation.  Third  year :  Grainioar — irregu- 
ur  verbs.  Dicbttion  in  French.  Ewsy  oom- 
pootion  or  oral   relation  in  French  o(  an  eaay 

(abject ;  good  pronunciation  essential 

I  think  that  if  there  wore  a  second  course  typical 
of  newer  methods  of  teaching,  the  Council  of 
Education  would  promote  a  sound,  uaefnl 
knowledge  which  would  surely  bring  good 
fmit  for  the  country." 

We  find  that  the  counting  houses  of  this 
coontrj  are  fiUed  with  German  clerks, 
who  come  here  and  obtain  employment 
because  they  have  a  bettar  knowledge  of 
foreign  languages  than  our  own  people. 
I  think  that  state  of  things  should  not 
be  allowed  to  continue  to  exist.  It 
cannot  be  called  a  foolish  luxury  to  have 
oar  children  tanght  French,  or  German, 
or  both,  and  they  should  be  tanght  in 
the  way  this  gentleman  suggests,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  make  commercial  nse  of 
those  languages  in  this  country,  or,  if 
necessary,  abroad.  The  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Banbury  Division 
spoke  of  members  of  School  Boards 
being  unable  to  read  or  write.  Well, 
I  do  not  know  of  cases  of  that  kind ; 
bat  I  do  know  a  case  where,  in  a 
certain  village,  the  Chairman  of  a  School 
Board,  who  was  a  man  who  could 
do  very  little  mora  than  sign  his  name, 
was  a  most  determined  supporter  of 
technical  education,  and  whenever  this 
edacation  was  referred  to  as  a  luxury  or 
as  unnecessary,  he  used  to  say  to  the 
men  working  with  him,  "I  don't  care 
what  you  say,  but  we  are  going  to  have 
these  lads  educated  better  than  we 
were."  And  I  hope  we  shall  have  our 
children  educated  in  these  higher  sub- 
jects in  spite  of  the  fears  of  noble  Lords 
and  others. 

(9.15.)  Me.  CONYBEARE:  1  was 
glad  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
Bat  down  emphasised  the  necessity  of 
having  instruction  in  foreign  languages. 
What  he  has  said  as  to  our  own  people 
being  ousted  from  profitable  employ- 
ment by  immigration,  from  Germany 
in  particular,  is  perfectly  true.  I  have 
always  been  most  anxious  to  see  a 
great  deal  more  and  better  instruction 
given  to  our  children  in  French  and 
German,  and,  looking  at  the  amount  of 
bosiness  transacted  with  South  America, 
in  Spanish  also.  I  mention  this  because 
we  can  hardly    exp3ct    this    improved 


teaching  to  take  place  in  our  elementary 
schools,  when  we  find  it  so  lamentably 
deficient  in  our  higher  g^rade  schools. 
Even  in  our  great  public  schools,  except 
among  a  few  boys  who  take  what  is 
called  "  the  modem  side,"  the  boys  who 
are  drilled  in  French  or  German  are  no 
better  able  to  make  use  of  those 
languages  for  practical  commercial  pur- 
poses than  if  they  had  never  seen  a  book 
relating  to  French  or  German  in  their 
lives.  How,  then,  are  you  going  to 
instruct  your  poor  children  in  your 
elementary  schools  in  these  subjects  ? 
I  am  afraid  if  we  asked  the  Vice 
President  for  increased  grants  to  en- 
able US  to  employ  foreign  teachers  we 
should  have  him  pulling  a  very  long 
face  indeed.  And  here  I  would  say  that 
almost  the  only  thing  for  which  I  was 
inclined  to  find  &alt  with  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  for  his  speech  the  other  evening 
was  his  too  frequent  expression  of  regret 
at  the  amount  we  are  spending  on  eda- 
cation every  year.  We  onght  to  spend 
more  on  education  than  we  do  on  the 
Army  and  Navy.  The  Americans  do  that, 
and  until  we  follow  their  example — 
though  I  do  not  say  we  should  not  spend 
enough  money  on  armaments  to 
place  ourselves  in  a  sound  state 
of  defence — we  shall  never  keep 
abreast  of  the  requirements  of  the 
times.  I  am  glad  to  add  my  quota 
of  approval  and  satisfaction  at  the 
Code  which  has  been  introduced  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  I  beg  to  con- 
gratulate the  right  hon.  G«ntleman  on 
his  statement  this  year  being  &r  more 
S':itisfactory  than  that  which  he  made 
Inst  Session.  It  is  a  satisfaction  to  me 
to  be  able  to  congratulate  a  Tory  Minister 
upon  any  point.  It  is  not  often  that  I 
find  an  opportunily,  but  there  is  an  op- 
portunity now,  and  I  gladly  avail  myself 
of  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  touched 
lightly  on  the  question  of  payment  by 
results,  and  while  I  admit  the  steps 
which  have  been  taken  with  a  view  to 
getting  rid  of  that  baneful  system,  I 
would  point  ont  that  a  great  deal  must 
depend  on  the  working  of  the  Act 
through  the  instructions  given  to  the 
Inspectors.  There  are  many  loop-holes 
in  the  instructions  through  which  the 
system  of  payment  of  results  may 
creep  in,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
may  find  that  it  has  been  more  abolished 
in  name  than  in  actuality.  Under 
12 
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Article  98,  Sub-section  B,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  objectionable  system  of  payment 
by  results  may  still  continue.  I  recog- 
nise that  probably  the  heaviest  blow  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  struck 
against  the  system  of  piying  by  results 
is  the  establishment  of  a  fixed  grant, 
which  will  relieve  teachers,  and  I  think  In- 
spectors too,  to  a  very  great  extent  of  that 
fioancial  pressure  which  has  been  at  the 
root  of  many  of  the  evils  of  the  present 
system.  You  cannot,  of  course,  get  rid 
entirely  of  individual  examination, 
but  I  hope  that  many  of  the  evils  of  the 
system  will  be  eliminated.  With  res- 
pect to  the  question  of  examination,  I 
should  like  to  draw  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's attention  to  Section  99  of  the 
Act,  in  conjunction  with  the  instruction 
in  Section  1 3.  In  Section  99  it  is  laid 
down  that  all  scholars  whose  names  are 
on  the  register  must,  as  a  rule,  be 
present  at  the  inspection,  and  all  are 
liable  to  be  examined.  Section  13  pro- 
vides that  the  Inspector  may  choose  at 
random,  as  specimens  of  the  rest,  one- 
third  or  one-half  of  the  scholars. 
There  is  this  diflBculty  to  be  faced,  that 
there  may  be  present  in  the  class  a  not 
inconsiderable  number  of  children  who 
have  recently  entered  it,  and  the  In- 
spector may  pitch  on  the  very  children 
who,  by  reason  of  their  being  new- 
comers, will  be  the  least  likely  to  do 
credit  to  the  school.  I  may  say  also 
it  is  almost  impossible,  unless  you 
diminish  the  number  of  schools  which 
each  Inspector  has  to  look  after,  or 
increase  the  number  of  Inspectors,  to 
provide  for  the  surprise  visits  which  are 
intended.  I  hear  complaints  from  various 
parts  of  the  country  as  to  the  enormous 
amount  of  work  falling  on  individual 
Inspectors.  Of  course,  the  answer  is 
that  there  are  not  sufficient  fnnds  for  a 
very  large  increase  of  Inspectors.  This 
is  one  of  the  points  on  which  I  think 
we  ought  to  sanction  an  increase  of  ex- 
penditure. To  my  mind  it  is  "  a  penny 
wise  and  pound  foolish  "  policy  to  neglect 
to  provide  sufficient  Inspectors  to  relieve 
the  high  pressure  at  which  they  have  to 
work  at  the  present  time.  I  think  also 
there  ought  to  be  greater  control  over 
the  Inspectors.  I  hear  that  one  of  the 
Inspectors  in  my  own  division  has  re- 
fused to  allow  boys  to  discontinue 
needlework  in  favour  of  some  other  sub- 
ject. I  admit  that  a  boy  should  know 
Mr.  Conyheare 


something  about  needlework  as  well  aa 
about  other  subjects,  but  I  think,  if 
parents  desire  a  boy  to  discontinue  in- 
struction in  needlework,  there  is  perhapa 
not  sufficient  reason  why  he  should  not 
be  allowed  to  discontinue  it.  The  new 
Begnlations  affecting  teachers  appear  to 
me  to  be  most  admirably  framed  for  the 
purpose  in  view,  and  the  only  complaint 
I  should  make  with  regard  to  the  teach- 
ing power  is  that,  as  a  rule,  too  great  a 
number  of  children  are  set  down  as  the 
maximum  size  of  a  class.  Article  73  ef 
the  Code  relates  to  the  number  of 
scholars  teachers  shall  have  charge  of. 
On  this  point  I  can  speak  with  some 
personal  experience,  because  for  some 
years  I  had  the  hononr  of  being  a 
teacher  in  the  High  School  at  Man- 
chester, a  school  where  you  do  not  get 
the  lowest  class  of  boys,  certainly.  From 
experience  I  can  say  that  it  is  impossible 
for  any  teacher  to  deal  satisfactorily  with 
more  than  50  boys  at  the  outside  in  one 
class.  I  should  prefer  to  say  that  35 
are  quite  sufficient  for  a  teacher.  If  this 
is  true  in  regard  to  high-class  schools,  or 
to  public  schools,  or  endowed  schools, 
how  much  more  true  must  it  be  when 
we  are  dealing  with  the  little  wretched 
urchins  out  of  the  street,  who  have  no 
idea  of  discipline,  and  with  whom 
you  have  to  commence  at  the  beginning. 
I  have  received  a  letter  from  a  lady 
teacher,  who  says  that  her  own  experi- 
ence tells  her  that  40  children,  especially 
when  they  are  under  six  years  of  age, 
are  quite  as  many  as  one  teacher  can  do 
justice  to  or  keop  a  cheerful  discipline 
amongst.  She  also  tells  me  that,  in 
order  to  have  an  average  attendance  of 
70,  a  teacher  must  have  about  100 
children  on  the  class  rolls,  all  of  whom 
she  may  have  to  attend  to  on  many  days. 
Then  there  is  a  point  with  respect  to 
classification.  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  careful  attention  to  the  rule 
which  he  lays  down  in  Article  99  C  as  to 
the  examination  of  scholars  ov^r  seven 
years  of  age  in  Standard  I.  I  know 
there  are  certain  provisions  and  limita- 
tions introduced  in  the  Instructions  on 
this  point ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  in  prac- 
tice the  teachers  will  find  that  these 
provisions  mean  that  almost  all  children 
will  have  to  go  up  into  Standard  I.  when 
they  are  seven  years  of  age.  If  the 
Inspectors  are  not  exceedingly  careful 
not  to  insist  upon  the  examination  of 
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duldten  of  soven  years  of  age  in  Standard 
L,  I  am  afraid   the  teachers  generally 
«dll  be  anzioos    to    send    np   delicate 
children     before     the     right     time    to 
iStandard   I.,  which   will   orertax   their 
mental   and   physical   strength.      As    a 
member  of  the  School  Bocurd  I  had  to 
deal  with  a  certain  school.     The  most 
efficient  teacher  of  that  school  lost  her 
sitnation  in  consequence  of  a  difference 
on  this  rery  point  between  the  Inspector 
and  herself.      It  is  very  tin&ur  there 
should  be  any  opportunity  for  such  a 
difference  arising,  and  for  the  loss    by 
&e  teacher  of  her  sitnation,  and  by  the 
school  of  her  services.     In  the  case  to 
which  I  refer  the  teacher  was  found  to 
be  right;    bat    it    did    not    save    her 
from  having  to  give  np  her  profession. 
I  have  fonnd  in  the  case  of  boys,  espe- 
fiially  of  small  boys,  that  if  they  ai«  not 
well  fed  and  clad  they  are  likely  to  be 
more  delicate  in  physical  strength  than 
even  girls,  and  that  to  send  them   to 
Standud  I.  simply  becaase  they  happen 
to  bo  a  few  days  or  weeks  over  age  is 
«rael,  owing  to  the  great  roughness  with 
which  they  are  liable  to  be  treated  by 
the  elder  boys  in  the  standard.     I  desire 
MOW  to  offer  a  word  upon  what  has  elicited 
«great  deal  of  interesting  comment  in  this 
Debate,    namely,   the    training    of  the 
powers  of  observation.     Not  only  in  the 
Elementary  schools,  bat  in  the  highest 
schools  of  the  country,  the  training  of 
the  powers  of  observation  of  the  children 
k  the  last  thing  that  is  thooght  of.  How- 
ever clever  our  boys  may  be  at  book- 
kaming  and  athletics,  they  pass  through 
life  without  in  the  least  using  their  eyes 
to  observe   the  phenomena  of  Nature, 
^lis  arises  from  the  &ct  that  we  begin 
hj  cramming  childrens'  minds  with  all 
tinds  of  abstract  rules,  instead  of  develop- 
ing their  mental  faculties  by  giving  them 
what,  at  an  early  age,  they  can  properly 
tasimilate.     It 'is  of  importance,  in  my 
opinion,  that  our  children  should  know 
Mnnething  of  the  simple  science  connected 
with  the  phenomena  of  Nature.     You 
will    infer    that    I    am    a    determined 
opponent  of  what  is  known  as  grammar. 
I  think  that  to  ram  into  the  minds  of  the 
unfortunate   little   urchins  abstract  and 
pedantic  forms,  which  are  known  under 
the  name  of  grammar,  is  simply  a  waste 
«f  time.     It  gives  children  a  distaste  for 
iAut  useful  forms  of  learning,  and,  there- 
lore,  does  irreparable  mischief.     I  have 


not  the  same  condemnation  to  bestow  on 
recitation.  That,  I  think,  is  highly  use- 
ful, developing,  as  it  does,  the  childrens' 
powers  of  memory.  There  is  another 
point  in  connection  with  curriculum 
I  want  to  draw  attention  to,  and 
that  is  drill.  In  the  curriculum,  drill 
is  mentioned  casually,  and  that 
only  in  connection  with  the  in&mts.  I 
feel  very  strongly  that  children,  to  what- 
ever class  of  life  they  belong,  ought  to  be 
made  accustomed  to  drill  of  a  useful  and 
military  character.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  think  that  by  accustoming  the  ' 
children  to  drill  we  shall  be  inspiring 
the  minds  of  the  boys  with  military  ideas 
which  will  have  a  prejudicial  effect  upon 
our  country  hereafter.  Every  young 
man  in  the  country  ought  to  be  drilled 
and  accustomed  to  weapons  of  self-de- 
fence— ought  to  know  how  to  use  the 
rifle.  I  believe  that  so  &r  from  en- 
couraging military  passions  that  will  be 
the  best  preventive  against  anything 
like  the  adoption  of  a  universal  system 
of  conscription  in  this  country.  For  the 
purpose  of  training  boys  in  habits  of 
discipline  and  orderliness,  and  also  for 
developing  their  mental  faculties,  drill  is 
desirable.  Drill  is  carried  on  to  a  great 
extent  in  many  of  the  Board  schools  in 
London,  but  it  is  by  no  means  universal. 
Drill  should  be  a  necessary  portion  of  the 
curriculum,  and  I  imagine  there  would 
be  no  difSculty  in  finding  many  old 
soldiers  who  would  make  very  efficient 
drill  masters.  Now,  on  page  28  of  the 
Schedule  relating  to  elementary  science 
mention  is  made  of  domestic  economy. 
That  apparently  is  limited  to  girls,  but  I 
want  to  know  why  boys  should  not  have 
the  benefit  of  the  course.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  tarn  his 
attention  to  the  point.  In  this  House  I 
represent  a  mining  constituency.  We 
have  heard  much  about  the  necessity  of 
having  agricultural  education  in  rural 
districts,  and  of  book-keeping  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing.  I  should  like  to  press  on 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  desirability 
in  mining  constituencies  such  as  mine  of 
having'  particular  attention  paid  to  the 
question  of  mining  edacation.  I  wUl 
not  dwell  on  the  point,  as  I  think  it  is 
sufficient  to  drop  the  hint.  One  word  in 
reference  to  the  admission  of  children  to 
school.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  may 
reply  that  this  is  a  question  of  adminis 
tration,    which    will     be    dealt     with 
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privately  ;  bat  I  must  draw  his  attention 
to  Article  78,  which  says  that  no  child 
maybe  refused  admission  as  a  scholar  ou 
other  than  reasonable  grounds.  We 
hare  heard  of  a  case  in  which  the  Be  v. 
H.  D.  Pearson,  who  was  recently  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  for  London, 
refused  a  boy  admission  to  a  school 
simply  on  the  ground  of  his  non-attend- 
ance at  the  parson's  Sunday-school.  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  that,  in  his  opinion,  is  a 
reasonable  ground.  I  am  most  anxious 
not  to  delay  the  Committee,  and,  there- 
fore, I  will  only  refer  incidentally  to  two 
other  points — school  libraries  and  savings 
banks.  I  have  no  doubt  these  points 
have  been  under  the  consideration  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  am  sure 
we  must  all  ba  agreed  that  the  more 
school  libraries  and  school  savings  banks 
we  have  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
children  and  all  who  derive  benefit 
directly  or  indirectly  from  tho  school. 

•(9  50.)  Mb.  CAUSTON  (Southwark, 
W.) :  There  are  some  matters,  such  as 
needle-work,  which  are  referred  to  in  the 
Code  which  I  am  sure  all  hon.  Members 
will  admit  would  be  best  dealt  with  by 
ladies.  There  are  several  things  to  which 
the  schoolmistresses  object,  and  it  is  only 
right  that  someone  should  draw  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  some  of  the  mistress's  objections.  I 
profess  entire  ignorance  of  needlework.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  "Vice  President 
of  the  Council  professes  to  be  guided  by 
personal  knowledge,  or  whether  he  has 
a  Committee  of  matrons  to  advise  him 
on  the  subject ;  but  I  think  it  would 
well  that  I  should,  in  the  briefest  possible 
way,  state  what  alterations  are  desired. 
It  is  suggested  that,  in  regard  to 
Standard  I.,  felling,  the  obsolete  and 
fancy  stitching,  marking,  whipping,  and 
diagonal  cut,  should  be  struck  out 
The  teachers  also  suggest  that  the 
provision  that  the  number  of  garments 
required  in  Standards  I.,  II.,  and  III., 
be  half  as  many  as  there  are  children  on 
the  books  be  made  applicable  to  all  the 
standards.  Then  they  suggest  that  the 
alternative  scheme  adopted  for  small 
schools  be  extended  to  larger  schools, 
where  the  upper  standards  are  small  ; 
that  inspecction  be  substituted  for 
examination  in  in&nt  schools ;  that  in 
Standard  III.  fixing  the  hem  for  two 
sides  be  substituted  for  four  sides,  and 
Mr.  Conyheare 


that  one  hour  instead  of  45  minutes 
be  allowed  for  examination.  These  are 
matters  in  which  the  teachers  take  a 
deep  interest,  and  I  think  their  su^es- 
tions  are  worthy  of,  and  should  have, 
favourable  consideration.  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  hand  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  objections  in  writing,  as  I 
have  no  doubt  it  has  been  difficult  for 
him  to  follow  me.  Now,  I  want  to  say  a 
word  on  the  question  of  appeal.  It  is  the 
teachers'  desire,  and  I  think  it  is  only 
fair  that  if  the  Inspector  considers  and 
intends  to  report  that  the  school  is  being 
conducted  inefficiently,  he  should  there 
and  then  state  the  objection  and  give  the 
teacher  an  opportunity  of  appealing 
against  the  Report  at  the  moment,  and 
so  obtain  an  immediate  re-examination  of 
the  children.  I  trust  that  this  act  of 
justice  to  the  teachers  will  be  conceded 
by  the  Vice  President. 

•Si»  L.  PLAYFAIR :  My  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
must  be  satisfied  with  the  practical 
character  of  the  speeches  which  have 
been  made  in  the  two  nights'  Debate.  The 
speeches  have  traversed  the  whole 
subjects  of  the  Code,  and  have 
gone  much  into  detail.  The  Code  is 
of  such  a  character  that  in  the  few 
remarks  I  propose  to  make  I  shall  put 
details  to  one  side.  The  Code  ought 
to  be  viewed  in  its  general  aspects. 
It  is  a  real  revolution  in  the  state 
of  the  education  of  the  country  at  the 
present  time.  That  revolution  has  been 
pending  for  some  years.  The  friends  of 
education  have  been  distressed  at  the 
low  results  obtained  by  the  present 
methods  of  education,  and  the  time  has 
come  when  the  Department,  backed  up 
by  the  efforts  of  a  Royal  Commission, 
have  had  the  bravery  to  revolutionise  the 
system  and  to  bring  it  into  sympathy 
with  the  educated  opinion  of  the  country. 
The  extensive  character  of  the  change  is 
disguised  by  the  details.  You  may  hare 
no  conception  of  the  magnitude  of  a  forest 
if  yon  bestow  too  much  attention  on  in- 
dividual trees  around  yon ;  and  I  think 
the  magnitude  of  this  Code  and  the  im- 
portant changes  which  it  is  likely  to 
produce  on  tho  education  of  this  country 
are  not  seen  if  we  address  ourselves  too 
much  to  specific  parts  of  the  Code 
itself.  The  Code  has  met  with 
general  approval  and  has  commended 
itself      to    the    good     sense     of    the 
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connby.  This  Hoose  of  Commons  has 
been  extremely  generoos  ia  the  matter 
of  money ;  but  as  the  results  have  been 
so  smidl,  it  is  time  we  found  out  what  has 
prodnced  the  waste.  I  believe  it  would 
not  be  too  much  to  say  that  a  vast  quan- 
tity of  the  treasure  we  have  expended 
on  education  might  with  as  much  advan- 
tage to  the  country  have  been  put  in 
one  of  those  great  ocean  ships  which  go 
to  the  Atlantic  and  have  been  thrown 
into  the  sea.  !N'ow,  an  hon.  Member  has 
I  said  that  this  is  an  Inspectors'  Code.  I 
agree  with  him  that  the  two  great  agen- 
cies involved  in  this  New  Code  are  the 
Inspectors  and  the  teachers  ;  and  I  would 
say  it  is  a  Code  which  may  be  called  an 
Inspectors'  Code  and  a  Teachers'  Code. 
First  of  all,  let  us  see  what  is  the  result 
to  the  Inspectors.  The  Inspectors  of  this 
conntry  are  men  of  high  mental  qualifica- 
tions, generally  of  the  highest  University 
education.  They  have  been  selected  for 
their  knowledge,  for  their  ability,  and  for 
their  learning.  What  is  it  this  Code  does  ? 
It  converts  these  Inspectors  in  future 
from  mere  assessors  of  percentages  in 
examination  into  advisers  of  the  mana- 
gers and  true  helpers  of  the  taachers. 
The  Code  undoubtedly  throws  an  enor- 
moos  amount  of  new  responsibility  on 
the  Inspectors.  I  know  how  admirably 
those  gentlemen  have  worked,  and  how 
zealons  they  are  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties.  I  believe  that  they  will 
accept  these  new  responsibilities  with 
pleasure;  they  will  throw  even  more 
zeal  into  their  work,  and  will  make  the 
education  of  the  country  more  worthy  of 
the  liberality  which  the  conntry  shows 
in  voting  money  to  it.  An  hon.  Member 
has  said  that  the  teachers  have  a  good 
deal  to  complain  of  in  this  Code.  I  do 
not  say  there  are  no  matters  in  respect 
of  which  they  might  not  have  been  better 
considered.  But  what,  let  me  ask,  does 
the  Code  do  for  the  teachers  1  Of  course,  it 
does  not  do  everything  they  could  expect, 
bat  they  are  no  longer  to  be  treated  as 
grinders  at  the  mill.  In  future  they  are 
to  be  the  trainers  of  efficient  and  intelli- 
gent citizens  and  are  to  ub3  their  own 
teaching  methods  in  order  to  obtain 
these  results.  Canon  Moseley,  who  was 
an  Inspector,  once  used  the  expression 
"As  is  the  teacher  so  is  the  school." 
The  qualitieB  of  the  teacher  are  reflected 
bj  theacholars  as  in  so  many  pieces  of  a 
broken  mirror.     Under  the  system  now 


in  force  it  is  impossible  for  the  teacher 
to  produce  effective  results.  All  this  is 
now  to  be  altered.  The  system  is  to  be 
free  from  cram.  Examinations  are 
always  an  evil  in  education,  but, 
unfortunately,  we  have  no  other 
means  of  testing  the  efficiency  of  a 
school.  We  cannot  get  rid  altogether  of 
examinations,  but  this  system  reduces 
examination  to  a  minimum  by  testing 
efficiency  by  sample.  The  teachers  in 
future  will  be  in  a  position  of  greater 
dignity,  and  will  have  more  power  in 
showing  their  efficiency.  I  admit  there 
is  a  want  of  elasticity  still,  but  I  think 
the  teachers  should  be  satisfied  with  the 
great  step  in  advance.  Experience  of  the 
working  of  the  New  Code  will  prove 
whether  further  elasticity  ought  to  be 
given.  As  to  the  training  of  teachers,  I 
think  there  need  be  no  timidity  in  the 
direction  of  limiting  the  number  of 
teachers  trained  in  extra-mural  schools 
to  200  a  year.  Of  course,  you  do  not 
want  to  train  teachers  in  excess  of  the 
demand,  but  I  hope  my  right  hon. 
Friend  will  withdraw  that  limit.  This 
system  of  outdoor  training  schools  is  not 
an  experiment;  it  has  worked  success- 
fully in  Scotland,  and  if  you  have  so 
small  a  number  as  200  it  will 
be  fotmd  impossible  to  secure  a 
proper  staff  of  professors  in  the 
collegiate  institutions  which  you  desire 
to  undertake  this  duty.  I  once 
examined  a  school  for  teachers  in 
America  which  contained  1,200  pupils, 
and  the  result  was  admirable.  Now, 
what  does  the  Code  do  for  the  scholars  ? 
The  Code  from  which  we  are  just 
emancipated  had  the  crudest  concep- 
tion of  the  continuity  of  edncation, 
and  I  consider  that  the  great  merit 
of  the  new  Code  is  the  idea  of  con- 
tinuity of  education  throughout.  The 
five  Standards  chiefiy  passed  by  the 
scholars  in  a  school  have  no  continuity 
of  education  about  them  in  the  sense  of 
true  education;  they  are  merely  the 
tools  of  edncation.  The  pupils  are  never 
tatight  how  to  use  those  tools  for  the 
purposes  of  future  life.  All  that  is  given 
is  a  thin  veneer  of  education,  which 
soon  wears  off  after  the  child  leaves 
school.  This  Code  brings  them  all  into 
line  to  produce  efficiency  in  elementary 
education,  it  links  one  school  with 
another,  and  it  gfives  an  educational 
curriculum  which  really  carries  out  the 
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views  of  the  Boyal  Commission  except 
in  one  respect.     Having  given  them  that 
efficiency,  I  hope  the  Code  will  make 
science  a  class  subject,  and  in  course  of 
time  put  it  on  a  level  with  drawing, 
which     the   Code     makes    compulsory. 
Drawing   is   a  part    of    technical  edu- 
cation.     It   is    the    language  of   work, 
and  if  you  teach  your  scholars  how  to 
draw  you  enable  them  to  interpret  their 
own  ideas  and  to  do  their  work  more 
efficiently.      There    are    five    g^tes    to 
knowledge,  and  only  through  these  gate- 
ways can  knowledge  enter  the  mind. 
Two  of  those  gateways  you  have  closed 
in  former  Codes — the  eye  and  the  hand 
— and  you  can  best  open  them  by  teach- 
ing drawing.     As  to  evening  schools,  I 
warned    the  late  Mr.  Forster,  in  1870, 
that    they    would    dwindle   away,  and 
they   now  do   not  contain  1    per   cent. 
of  the  scholars.      And  the   reason  for 
that   is    obvious — namely,  because  the 
evening   schools   merely  give     elemen- 
tary   ^ucation     instead    of    becoming 
continuation     schools,     giving    higher 
instruction  to  their  scholars.     I  trust 
that  in  futuro    these   evening    schools 
will  become  continuation    schools,  and 
will    thus    link  together  the    elemen- 
tary    schools     and     those     schools     in 
which      higher     education     is     given. 
We  do  not  obtain  the  results  which  we 
ought  to  secure  in  our  schools,  and  we 
do    not    send    out    our    children  fully 
equipped  in  armour  for  the  battle  of  life. 
The  armour  with  which  we  supply  them 
cracks  with  the  first  blow.     Would  hon. 
Members,  in  regard  to  their  own  children, 
think    them    fitted,    even    with    these 
superior  advantages,  to  go  into  life  at 
11  years  of  age?     What  is  being  done 
at  the  present    time,   is   to   turn    the 
children    of    the  working    classes  out 
at  10  or  11  years    of  age  with  a  thin 
varnish  of  education,  which  is  speedily 
rubbed   off.     They  are  expected  to  be 
equal  to   the    working  classes  of  other 
countries  which  possess  secondary  and 
continuation  schools,  where  a  complete 
technical  education  is  given.     The  Vice 
President  in  bis  admirable  speech  said 
that  this  Code  would  cover  the  whole 
area  of  technical    education.     I  do  not 
agree  with  him.     You  will  never  give 
real  technical  education  in  the  elemen- 
tary schools  ;  we  do  not  desire  it ;  what 
is  required  is  to  impart  to  them  a  desire 
to  enter  continuation  schools  and  t«chni- 
Sir  L.  Plamfair 


cal  schools.    The  present  competition  of 
industry  in  the  world  is  a  competition  of 
intellect,    and   unless    you    make    our 
population  intellectual,  and  enable  it  to 
apply  its  intelligence  to  the  work  and 
industry  of  the  country,  it  is  perfectly 
impossible  to  continue  the  competition. 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  aid 
you  give  to  small  schools  throughout  the 
^untry.     I  agree  that  that  aid  ought  to 
be  liberal,  and  I  think  it  will  prove  to  b© 
largely  in  excess  of  what  you  expect.  Yon 
cannot  ultimately  expect  it  to  be  less  than 
£200,000  a  year,  and  for  such  a  payment 
I  think  we  have  a  right  to  expect  greatly 
increased  efficiency.      It  is  possible  to 
maintain  inefficiency  insteadof  increasing 
efficiency,  and  it  must  be  expected  that 
we  shaU  jealously  watch  this  increased 
expenditure.     Many  of  us  favour  Board 
Schools  rather  than  voluntary  schools.    I 
have  always  given  as  hearty  support  to 
voluntary   schools ;  but   if  by  means  of 
this    increased    grant     you     maintain 
inefficiency    instead    of    increasing   the 
efficiency,  if  it  is  found  that  the  managers 
cannot  give  greater  efficiency,  then  we 
must  put   local  managers    over    them. 
While  I   do    not  r^ard  the  voluntary 
schools  with  disfavour,  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  they  are  upon  their  trial,  and 
that  in  consideration  of  greater  assistance 
they  will  have  to  become  more  efficient 
than  they  have   hitherto  shown  them- 
8 3 Ives  to  be.     Such  schools  may  easily 
render    themselves     more    efficient   by 
combining  together  to  obtain  the  services 
of  efficient  teachers  of  specialities,  such 
as  drawing  or  cookery.     In  conclusion,  as 
an  old  Vice  President  of  the  Council,  I 
should  like  to  congratulate  the  members 
of  the  Department  upon  the,  work  they 
have  done  in  preparing  this  new  Code, 
and  the  Secretaries  and  the  Inspectors 
and  other  officials  upon  the  zetd  they 
have  displayed  in  the  matter.    A  gp«at 
change  is  to  be  effected  in  the  education 
of  the  country  ;  but  I  hold    that  still 
greater  improvements  will  result  if  some 
of  the   suggestions  we  have   made  are 
adopted. 

*(10.25.)  The  VICE  PRESIDENT  op 
THE  COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Haet  Dyke,  Kent, 
Dartford):  After  the  inordinately  long 
speech  in  which  I  explained  the  changes 
in  our  educational  system  that  will 
result  from  the  provisions  of  the  new 
Code,  it  would  not  be  &ir  of  me  to 
occupy  much  time  in  commenting  upon 
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the  rarions  speeclies  that  have  been 
delivered  in  the  coarse  of  this  discnssion. 
I  thank  hon.  Members  not  only  for  their 
fair  and  candid  criticism,  but  also  for 
the  more  than  generous  treatment  they 
hare  accorded  to  me.  I  am  glad  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has 
bestowed  a  well-merited  meed  of  praise 
apon  the  officials  of  the  Department  for 
the  part  they  have  taken  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  new  Code.  It  has  been  said 
that  this  is  an  Inspectors'  and  Teachers' 
Code.  Bat  it  is  mi^ch  more  the  Code  of 
the  Edacation  Department,  and  it  will 
only  be  by  a  vigilant  exercise  of  care  by 
the  Depejrtment  that  it  can  be  worked 
properly  for  the  benefit  of  the  education 
o;  the  country.  Hon.  Members  opposite 
appear  to  think  that  the  proposals  that 
have  been  made  with  regard  to  the  day 
trainiog  colleges  are  rather  meagre  ;  and 
while  not  differing  from  their  views  very 
widely,  all  I  can  say  upon  that  point  is 
that  I  will  consult  my  Colleagues  with 
reference  to  the  suggestions  that  have 
been  made,  which,  if  adopted,  may  pro- 
bably improve  the  somewhat  experi- 
mental lines  on  which  the  Code  has  been 
prepared.  I  think  that  the  new  Code, 
taken  with  the  Acts  of  last  year,  cover 
the  whole  ground  as  far  as  technical  edu- 
cation is  concerned.  Hon.  Members 
opposite  take  a  more  gloomy  view  as 
regards  the  expenditure  of  the  Depart- 
ment than  I  am  prepared  to  do ;  and  as 
br  as  our  existing  proposals  go  I  hope 
that  the  expenditure  will  only  amount 
to  half  the  sum  that  has  been  suggested. 
I  hope,  however,  that  before  many  years 
pess  we  shall  reach  that  maximum  sum, 
for  no  money  can  be  spent  in  a  better 
way.  With  regard  to  the  money  to  be 
spent  on  small  schools,  I  think  that  the 
Department  will  be  able  to  see  that  it  is 
properly  administered.  The  Department 
is  now  served  by  a  number  of  Inspectors, 
none  of  whom  have  been  less  than  10 
years  at  their  work,  and  I  think  that  it 
would  be  paying  those  gentlemen  a  poor 
compliment  to  say  that  they  will  not  be 
able  to  put  a  true  test  as  to  where  this 
money  has  gone.  The  Department  is  in 
constant  communication  with  these  In- 
spectors by  means  of  conferences,  and  the 
Inspectors  must  determine  whether  this 
money  is  so  spent  as  to  secure  greater 
edncational  efficiency. 

Me.    SYDNEY     BUXTON    (Tower 
Hunkts,  Poplar)  :  Do  I  understand  the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  to  estimate  that  the 
expenditure  will  be  £100,000  in  addition 
to  the  Estimates  of  this  year. 

•Sir  W.  hart  DYKE :  Yes ;  it  wiU 
amount  to  £100,000  in  addition  to  the 
basis  upon  which  the  present  Estimates 
are  framed ;  but  as  there  will  only  be  six 
or  seven  months  to  which  the  new  Code 
will  apply  of  this  financial  year  the 
Supplementary  Estimate  will  not  be  so 
much.  The  hon.  Member  for  Poplar  has 
asked  what  the  estimated  expenditure 
per  head  will  be  under  the  Code  Bill. 
The  estimated  number  of  day  schools  is 
4,500,  with  250,000  scholars,  or  an 
average  attendance  of  55*5,  the  ex- 
penditure is  estimated  at  3s.  7|d.  per 
head.  The  hon.  Member  for  Evesham 
has  alluded  to  one  change.  With  re- 
spect to  classification,  the  Department 
are  determined  that  it  shall  be  thorough 
and  real ;  and,  as  I  said  before,  they  are 
prepared  to  issue  a  Circular  to  their 
Inspectors  dealing  with  this  question.  I 
will  read  a  few  sentences  of  a  Memoran- 
dum, giving  the  substance  of  that 
Circular — 

"  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  that 
teachen  should  expetience  no  difficulty  what- 
ever in  bonesUy  classifying  their  scholars 
according  to  capacity  and  attainment. 

"  We  lay  down  that  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances a  scholar  should  be  advanced  a  standard 
in  elementary  and  class  subjects,  or  a  stage  in 
specific  subjects,  each  year,  and  that  an  infant 
over  seven  years  of  age  should,  as  a  rale,  be 
presented  in  the  First  Standard.  But  this  rule 
IS  intended  to  apply  only  to  the  average  child 
of  average  capacity,  and  having  had  ordinary 
opportunities.  The  freedom  given  will  more 
than  fill  the  place  of  the  former  exception 
schedules,  with  this  difference— that  a  child 
may  he  advanced  in  any  subject  he  is  fit  to  be 
advanced  in,  and  kept  back  in  any  subject  in 
which  he  is  backward.  In  every  school  it  may 
be  expected  that  there  will  be  some  children 
unfit  to  be  advanced. 

"  We  shall  instruct  the  Inspector  that  it  will 
not  be  his  duty  to  inquire  closely  into  the 
reasons  for  the  classification  of  particular 
children  if  he  is  satisfied  that  the  sdiool,  as  a 
whole,  is  making  fair  progress.  But  if  he  has 
reason  to  suppose  that  there  has  been  an  abuse 
of  the  freedom  given — for  instance,  if  low 
classification  has  been  rendered  necessary  by 
neglect  of  the  scholars,  or  if  the  classification 
is  such  as  to  disorganise  the  school — it  will 
then,  of  course,  be  his  duty  to  inquire,  and  the 
result  of  his  inquiries  must  necessarily  afTect 
his  judgment  of  the  efficiency  of  the  school. 

"The  Inspector  will  be  instructed  to  take 
into  account  the  presence  of  sickness  in  the 
district,  irregularity  of  attendance  from  causes 
beyond  the  manager's  control,  and  any  cause 
load  or  otherwise,  which  may  affect  prejudi. 
cially  the  progress  of  the  scholars." 
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That  is,  generally  speaking,  the  system 
under  which  they  will  work  ;  they  will 
not  inquire  too  closely  into  cases  where 
the  teachers  think  it  right  to  keep  chil- 
dren back.  With  r^ard  to  the  question 
of  the  fixed  grant,  I  hold,  in  common 
with  the  majority  of  the  Committee, 
that  we  should  not  be  treating  the  tax- 
payers of  this  country  fairly  if  we  did 
away  altogether  with  the  examination 
test.  The  hon.  Member  for  Eresham 
seems  to  think  that  we  should  pay  one 
large  fixed  grant,  and  that  Inspectors 
should  look  in  casually.  The  Depart- 
ment have  deeply  considered  the  question, 
and  it  is  their  strong  opinion  not  only 
'  that  Parliaiuent  would  not  give  its  assent 
to  the  doing  away  with  the  examination 
test  altogether,  but  also  that  it  would  be 
most  injurious  to  the  education  of  this 
country;  and  I  believe  that  the  immediate 
result  would  be  to  reduce  all  schools 
down  to  one  minimum  level,  and  do 
away  with  a  great  deal  of  that  just 
ambition  which  we  wish  to  excite  among 
all  teachers  and  managers. 

•Sib  E.  temple  :  I  never  meant  to 
say  that  there  should  be  no  examination; 
on  the  contrary,  I  guarded  against  that 
supposition  in  my  speech  of  Tuesday  last. 
I  admit  that  examination  should  be  made 
casually,  or  occasionally,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. What  I  deprecate  is  the 
individual  examination  of  every  scholar. 

•Sir  W.  hart  DYKE  :  I  am  glad  to 
find  that  the  hon.  Member  is  almost  at 
one  with  us  upon  the  question.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  drawing,  I  find 
myself  between  the  Scylla  of  those  who 
advocate  the  grievance  of  the  teachers 
on  the  ground  that  they  would  be 
injured  in  their  profession  if  this 
question  were  pressed  too  abruptly,  and 
tile  Charybdis  of  those  who,  like  myself, 
are  most  anxious  to  see  this  subject 
adopted  in  all  our  schools.  We  shall 
endeavour  to  steer  a  safe  and  just  course. 
It  is  utterly  impossible  to  say  that  in 
one  year  drawing  should  be  taught  in  all 
schools  ;  but  we  shall  proceed  on  broad 
and  common-sense  principles,  and  do  our 
utmost  to  promote  drawing.  Though  we 
must  not  at  first  deal  harshly  with 
teachers  in  this  respect,  yet  we  hope  that 
before  many  years  have  passed  we  shall 
find  drawing  thoroughlyaidopted  through- 
out the  whole  educational  system  of  the 
country,  to  the  enormous  benefit  of  our 
education.  The  hon.  Member  for  Fllnt- 
Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke 


shire  has  made  allusion  to  night  schools, 
and  has  referred  to  the  question  of  oompnl< 
sion.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  advocate  a  system  of  compulsion,  as  I 
think  that  we  should  be  running  a  great 
risk  in  doing  so,  and  I  prefer  to  endeavour 
to  attract  scholars  as  much  as  possible  to 
evening  schools.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  tha  Seventh  Standard,  the 
Department  propose  to  make  an 
addendum  in  this  connection ;  they 
intend  to  recog^iise.  the  attendance  of  any 
scholar  who  has  not  reached  the  age  of 
14,  and  permit  up  to  that  limit  re- 
examination in  Standard  VII.  Many 
other  suggestions  have  been  made 
by  hon.  Members,  and  many  modifi- 
cationti  of  the  Code  have  been  uz^ed 
upou  the  Department ;  but  I  would 
remind  hon.  Members  that  the  Code  is 
not  like  the  law  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians,  and  has  to  be  re-introduced 
next  Session.  I  will  bear  in  mind  the 
suggestions  which  have  been  made,  and 
if  the  experience  of  a  fevir  months  con- 
firms opinions  which  may  have  been 
expressed  I  will  jiromise  to  consider  the 
questions.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  has  urged  the  adoption  of  the 
Kindergarten  system,  and  in  this  respect 
he  was  most  forcibly  answered  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Gorton.  Under  this  Code 
we  do  favour  the  system  which  the  hon. 
Member  advocates,  but  I  am  afraid  that 
we  cannot  adopt  it  throughout  every  Stan- 
dard. Ab  far  as  I  and  the  whole  of  the 
Education  Department  are  concerned, 
we  take  the  keenest  interest  in  the 
Code,  and  will  leave  no  stone  unturned 
to  enable  it  to  operate  successfully. 
•(10.45.)  Sib  J.  PULESTON  (Devon- 
port)  :  Speaking  as  a  Welshman,  I  do  not 
think  I  ought  to  allow  the  discussion  to 
close  without  giving  expression  to  the 
obligation  which  all  feel  in  Wales  to  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  for  a  Code 
dealing  with  that  most  difficult  subject, 
bi-lingual  teaching.  By  his  treatment 
of  it  he  has  gratified  people  of  all 
parties  and  all  creeds  in  the  Princi- 
paliiy.  That  and  the  other  parts  of  the 
Code  have  given  complete  satisfaction  iii 
Wales ;  and  it  is  due  to  the  right  hon. 
Centleman  that  we  should  emphasise 
that  satisfaction  in  this  Debate,  seeing 
that  this  action  has  followed  upon  the 
equally  satisfactory  treatment  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  of  the  question  of 
intermediate   education  in  Wales.    We 
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Yum,  in  Wales,  reason  to  be  prond  of  the 
present  Education  Department. 

(10.47.)  Me.  PICTON' (Leicester): 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not 
touched  on  the  question  of  the  per- 
manent distinction  between  trained 
and  untrained  teachers.  Tliis  question 
causes  a  great  deal  of  soreness  of  feeling 
among  teachers,  and  it  will  give  great 
SEttis&ction  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  indicate  that  the  matter  shall  be 
re-considered. 

(10.49.)  Me.  W.  ABRAHAM  (Gla- 
morgan, Rhondda) :  I  wish  to  add  a  word 
to  what  has  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Devonport,  who  has  the  honour  of 
being  a  Welshman,  but  not  a  Welsh 
Member.  On  behalf  of  the  Welsh  people 
I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  what  he  has  done  -in 
regard  to  the  Welsh  language,  and  for 
thJe  education  of  the  Welsh  people. 
•(10.50.)  Sib  W.  HART  DYKE :  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester,  I  have  stated 
again  and  again  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Code  are  not  to  be  in  any  sense  retro- 
spective. I  wilt  promise  to  watch  the 
question  very  closely,  and  will  do  my 
utmost  to  remove  any  grievance  which 
may  arise.  A  question  has  been  raised 
as  to  the  publication  of  Reports,  and  in 
regard  to  that  1  am  prepared  to  act  on 
the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission. I  shall,  of  course,  be  glad  to 
consider  any  suggestion  that  may  be 
made  with  regard  to  our  method  of 
giving  information. 

•(10.52.)  Mb.  CONYBBARE  :  I  wish 
to  make  an  explanation.  In  what  I  said 
earlier  this  evening,  I  referred  to  the 
action  of  Mr.  Pearson  in  one  of  his 
schools.  Since  I  sat  down  I  have  been 
informed  that  he  denied  the  statements 
in  a  letter  to  the  Press,  which  I  had  not 
seen.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
regret  to  have  mentioned  the  matter 
ataU. 

(10.53.)  Mb.  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwioh)  :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man give  parents  who  are  aggrieved  by 
the  position  chosen  for  a  pupil  by  a 
teacher  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
managetB  of  the  school  1  I  have  heard  of 
more  than  one  case  of  complaint  of  a 
child  being  kept  in  a  lower  standard 
ssemingly  by  way  of  punishment  when 
it  is  fitted  for  a  superior  standard. 


•(10.54.)  Sib  W.  HART  DYKE :  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  question 
purely  for  the  managers  to  deal  with. 

•(10.55.)  Sir  R.  TEMPLE  :  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  intend  to  maintain 
the  distinction  between  trained  and  un- 
trained teachers,  the  former  counting 
for  70  scholars,  end  the  latter  for  601 

•Sib  W.  hart  DYKE  :  Yes. 
"Vote  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Monday  next. 

EDUCATION  CODE  (1890)  BILL.— (Ho.  222.) 
SECOND  BGADINO  < 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
*(10.58.)  Sir  W.  HART  DYKE :  In 
moving  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill, 
I  hope  the  House  will  allow  the  stage  to 
be  taken,  as  the  Bill  is  really  an  out- 
come of  the  discussion  which  has  just 
closed.  It  is  simply  to  make  operative 
some  of  the  essential  parts  of  the  new 
Code.  It  deals  with  the  continuation 
schools,  and  it  also  places  the  new  grant 
for  Board  schools  in  rural  districts  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  old  grant.  I  do 
not  think  I  need  detain  the  House 
further  on  this  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

(11.0.)  Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON 
(Poplar) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  the  4,500  schools 
will  include  small  schools,  in  reference  to 
his  proposals  as  to  fees  and  staffing ! 

•Sib  W.  HART  DYKE  :  The  number 
quoted  is  assuming  that  every  school 
accepted  our  offer  vrith  the  conditions 
attaching  to  it. 

•Ma.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  do 
not  at  all  desire  to  prolong  the  Debate, 
or  to  raise  any  difficulty  respecting  the 
Bill.  The  effect  of  the  proposal  of  the 
Government  is  practically  to  remove 
the  17s.  6d.  limit  as  regards  country 
schools.  What  I  desire  to  do.  Sir,  is,  in 
the  simplest  possible  manner  and  in  few 
words,  to  express  my  regret  that  the 
Government  have  not  seen  their  way  to 
remove  the  same  difficulties  in  the  case 
of  urban  schools.  That  is  a  great  hard 
ship,  and  I  hope  that  in  the  course  of  the 
next  Session  the  Government  will  see 
their  way  to  removing  the  mischiefs  of 
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which  I  complain.  I  certainly  do  regret 
that  there  shoald  be  any  legislation  this 
Session  which  does  not  deal  with  that 
other  evil,  namely,  the  liability  of  schools 
to  the  payment  of  rates.  That  is  an  evil 
felt  both  by  voluntary  schools  and  by  the 
School  Board  schools.  I  believe  that  the 
Government  are  fully  alive  to  the  un- 
satisfactory condition  of  the  law  upon 
the  subject,  and  I  hope  before  next 
Session  has  passed  by  this  law  will  have 
been  amended.  Having  made  this 
protest.  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  any  longer  to 
delay  the  progress  of  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  screed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 

SUPPLY— BEPORT. 

Resolution  [14th  April]  reported. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES,  1890-9!. 

Class  V. — Foeeigk  akd  Colonial 

Services. 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £307,909,  be 
panted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  yetur 
ending  on  the  3Ist  day  of  March,  1891,  for 
the  Expenses  of  Her  Majesty's  Embassies  and 
Misaiocs  Abroad,  and  of  the  Consular  Establish- 
ments Abroad  and  other  Expenditure  charge- 
able on  the  Consular  Vote." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

•(11.3.)  Me.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) : 
Sir,  before  this  Vote  is  passed  the  re  are  two 
questions  of  very  great  delicacy  to  which 
I  wish  to  call  attention.  In  negotiations 
so  intricate  and  requiring  so  much  tact 
as  those  which  the  Government  is  now 
conducting,  I  think  it  undesirable  that 
we  should  increase  by  any  imprudent 
remarks,  which  might  be  misconstrued, 
the  difficulty  which  no  doubt  is  already 
felt  to  exist.  One  question  relates  to  the 
delimitation  of  British  and  German  areas 
of  influence  in  South  Africa,  and  the 
other  to  the  negotiations  pending  with 
France  in  respect  to  Newfoundland.  I 
•do  not  propose,  for  the  reason  I  have 
given,  to  enter  into  those  subjects,  but  I 
hope  the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
A&irs  will  say  anything  that  can  be 
said  to  allay  the  anxiety  which  the 
House  feels  upon  these  matters.  We 
have,  I  believe,  no  reason  to  complain  of 
the  spirit  in  which  the  questions  relating 
to  Newfoundlsjid  have  so  far  been 
treated  in  France,  or  of  the  manner  in 
Mr.  F.  S.  Powdl 


which  they  have  been  dealt  with  in  the 
French  Chamber.  I  shoald  be  glad  to 
hear  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  attitude  which  the  French 
Government  have  taken  is  one  which 
makes  it  easy  to  discuss  the  matter  in 
an  amicable  spirit.  I  hope,  also,  he  will 
bu  able  to  correct  any  mis-impressions 
which  have  been  formed  from  answers 
given  in  the  last  fortnight  as  to  what 
has  happened  in  Newfoundland  itself. 
There  have  been  alarming  telegrams  sent 
to  this  country  as  to  what  has  happened 
in  Newfoundland,  and  if  those  reports 
have  been  exaggerated  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  now  have  an  op- 
portunity of  telling  us  something 
relating  to  them.  I  would  like  to 
say  that  this  question  affords  some  hope 
or  prospect  of  applying  the  method  of 
arbitration.  We  are  all  accustomed  to 
honour  arbitration  in  the  spirit,  but 
we  seldom  give  it  much  support  when 
the  time  for  taking  practical  steps  arrives. 
It  must,  no  doubt,  be  remembered  that 
however  anxious  we  may  be  to  see 
the  principle  practically  applied,  and 
however  valuable  we  may  regard  it  as 
an  alternative  to  armed  force,  it  is  often 
difficult  to  apply  it.  There  are  cases  in 
which  the  disputes  about  facts  are  such, 
and  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  them  so 
great,  thattheinterventionof  anarbitrator 
cannot  be  judiciously  invoked.  This  is 
not  one  of  those  cases.  The  dispute 
with  Newfoundland  is  very  lai^ely 
a  purely  legal  controversy.  The  facts, 
which  seldom  happens  in  diplomatic 
disputes,  are  substantially  admitted  by 
both  sides.  It  would  be,  tf  this  were  the 
case  of  a  dispute  between  private  in- 
dividuals, mainly  a  question  for  the 
Court;  there  would  be  only  comparatively 
small  questions  for  the  jury.  Now,  cases 
of  this  nature,  cases  of  disputed  inter- 
pretation or  doubtful  law,  are  cases 
which  can  be  referred  to  arbitration. 
It  is  matter  eminently  fitted  for  the 
interposition  of  an  arbitrator,  if  one  can 
be  found,  who  could  be  relied  upon  by 
both  Governments  as  perfectly  impartial 
and  competent.  To  find  such  a  one  is 
surely  not  impossible.  The  question  is  one 
which  ought  not  to  create  any  permanent 
difficulty  between  the  two  countries, 
both  being  willing  to  approtush  it  in  a 
fair  and  reasonable  spirit.  I  desire, 
also,  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if 
he  can   tell  the  House  anything  with 
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r^ard  to  the  report  of  a  sliocking 
massacre  perpetrated  upon  some  Chris- 
tian emigrants  who  were  proceeding 
from  North  Macedonia  into  Servia.  It 
would  appear  that  the  condition  of 
Macedonia  is  disturbed,  and  that  all 
the  elements  of  insurrection  exist  there, 
and  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that  the 
strongest  efEort  should  be  made  by  the 
Porte  to  restore  order  and  to  prevent  the 
danger  of  insnrrection  breaking  ont. 
The  report  to  which  I  refer  is  a  terrible 
one,  for  it  is  stated  that  80  people  have 
been  killed,  and  that  the  local  Turkish 
anthoritiej  have  been  virtually  accom- 
pUces  in  the  crime.  Passing  from 
that,  another  point  I  wish  to  refer 
to  is  the  condition  of  Armenia.  In 
that  unfortunate  country  great  cruelties 
have  been  perpetrated,  and  its  condition 
has  hardly  improved  at  all  since  the  war. 
Oar  own  Consuls  and  the  American 
Missionaries,  who  are  most  impartial 
witnesses,  agree  in  saying  that  the 
country  suffers  not  only  under  the  exac- 
tions of  the  officials,  but  also  from  the 
depredations  of  the  Kurds  and  other 
races.  The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
A&irs  has  answered  a  question  this 
evening  on  the  subject  of  one  atrocity, 
and  I  wish  to  draw  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  to  yet  another 
— the  allied  roasting  of  ti  peasant  in 
the  district,  of  Khanoos  by  a  Turkish 
official  who  wanted  to  extort  money 
from  him.  Now,  the  House  knows 
that  these  are  frequent,  and,  so  to  speak, 
ordinary  occurrences  in  Armenia,  and 
when  complaint  is  made  the  answer 
generally  given  is  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Turkish  Government  to  pre- 
vent them,  because  to  do  so  military  force 
would  be  necessary.  But  it  appears  from 
an  answer  lately  made  in  this  House 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  oon- 
Biderable  improvement  has  taken  place 
in  Bitlis  in  consequence  of  the  exer- 
tions of  R&)uf  Pasha,  whom  he  describes 
as  an  honest  and  vigorous  official,  who 
has  been  recently  sent  there.  I  hope 
what  he  says  may  be  true.  But  if  im- 
provements can  be  brought  about  in 
one  district  in  this  way,  why  cannot 
the  game  thing  be  done  in  Erzeroum 
and  other  districts?  Influence  should 
be  brought  to  bear  on  the  Porte  to 
encourage  the  appointment  of  upright 
and  active  men  to  other  places  besides 


Bitlis.  I  must  refer  for  a  moment  to  one 
case  which  has  attracted  much  attention 
recently,  and  which  throws  a  full  light  on 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  obtaining- 
justice  in  Turkey.  I  refer  to  the  triat- 
of  Moussa  Bey.  It  shows  that  the- 
Turkish  Government  has  no  desire  to 
do  right,  and  that  it  is  totally  lost  to- 
any  sense  of  justice.  MouRsa  Bey  is  a 
Ktirdish  chief,  whose  father  is  still 
famous  in  that  part  of  the  world 
for  having,  30  years  ago,  burnt  a- 
whole  village,  and  killed  some  80  people. 
Moussa  Bey  of  late  years  has  been  the 
terror  of  the  district  inhabited  by  his- 
people.  A  year  or  18  months  ago  he 
eclipsed  his  previous  acts  by  violently 
abducting  a  young  Christian  girl  from 
her  parents,  and  he  is  said  to  have 
also  roasted  a  man  to  death  by  fling- 
ing him  on  a  pile  of  faggots.  These 
deeds  excited  too  much  comment,  and 
the  Porte  was  compelled  to  summon 
him  to  trial,  but  the  official,  who  might 
be  called  the  Juge  cP Instruction,  at  once 
endeavoured  to  prevent  his  being  tried, 
by  endeavouring  to  ignore  and  get  rid  of 
the  chaiges.  On  the  representation  of  the 
Government,  backed  by  public  feeling  in 
Europe,  the  action  of  the  Juge  cTInstruc- 
tion  was  over-ruled,  and  it  was  deter- 
mined to  try  Moussa  Bey,  but,  instead  of 
being  kept  like  a  prisoner  in  Constanti- 
nople, he  -was  sent  to  the  house  of  his 
uncle  at  Scutari,  where  he  suffered  a 
kind  of  honourable  detention,  and  -vras 
treated  as  a  champion  of  Mussulman 
interests.  When  the  trial  came  on, 
the  Public  Prosecutor,  instead  of  trying 
to  state  the  case  properly  and  g^ve  the 
witnesses  a  bir  chance  of  telling  their 
story,  really  acted  as  counsel  for  the 
prisoner,  browbeat  the  witnesses,  ttnd 
emulated  the  conduct  of  Scroggs  and 
Jefferies  in  the  State  trials  of  Charles 
II.  and  James  II.'s  reign.  In  the  end, 
this  man,  about  whose  guilt  there  was 
no  doubt  whatever,  -n-as  acquitted  by  the 
majority  of  the  Court  on  some  counts, 
while  they  failed  to  convict  on  others. 
He  has,  so  far,  entirely  escaped  conviction. 
If  hon.  Members  refer  to  the  Blue  Book, 
they  will  find  that  Mr.  Devey,  onr 
Vice  Consul  at  Van,  undoubtedly 
believed  in  the  truth  of  the  charges. 
Sir  William  White,  our  Ambassador 
at  Constantinople,  and  the  Repre- 
sentatives     of     the       Embassy,      who 


Digitized  by 


Google 


231  Supply— Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  Esthnates. 


232 


watched  the  proceedings  in  Court,  give 
a  very  fall  and  instraotive  account  of  the 
proceedings,  and  it  shows  they  are  con- 
vinced that  Melissa  Bey  is  gniliy.  In  spite 
of  this  Moassa  is  acquited,  and  what  are 
wo  to  think  of  Turkish  justice,  and  the 
impression  made  upon  the  Mohammedan 
population  when  we  see  a  man  who 
has  disgraced  his  nationality  by  these 
shocking  crimes  is  treated  practically  as 
a  hero,  and  is  acquitted  on  his  trial.  I 
may  also  mention,  as  showing  what 
Turkish  justice  is  worth,  that  another 
case  has  happened  since.  A  revolting 
outrage  was  committed  on  a  young 
German  not  long  ago  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Constantinople.  There  was  no 
doubt  at  all  about  the  facts,  but  the 
Turkish  Court  acquitted  the  accused, 
and  it  was  not  until  the  German 
Ambassador  addressed  the  most  serious 
threats  to  the  Porte  that  the  Sultan  gave 
way,  ordered  the  trial  to  be  cancelled, 
and  a  new  trial  to  be  held,  dismissing  at 
the  same  time  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
who  had  endeavoured  to  shield  the 
culprit.  I  believe  there  is  some  prospect 
that  Moussa  Bey  may  yet  be  put  upon  his 
trial.  The  lesson  which  the  German 
Ambassador  gave  has,  perhaps,  not  been 
lost,  and  I  should  like  to  know  what  is 
the  latest  information  which  the  Go- 
vernment possesses  on  the  subject.  Is 
it  true,  as  has  been  reported,  that  Moussa 
Bey  will  be  tried  once  more !  If  such  is 
the  case  we  must  hope  that  tho  trial 
will  be  with  some  definite  purpose.  But 
I  hope  that,  in  the  face  of  so  strong  an 
instance  of  total  failure  on  the  part  of 
the  Turkish  Government,  and  of  the 
^ect  which  representations  may  have 
upon  it.  Her  Majesty's  Govemment  will 
direct  our  Ambassador  to  speak  even 
more  strongly  and  more  clearly  than  has 
as  yet  been  done.  Intervention  by 
this  country  in  this  subject  is  not 
wanton  intervention.  I  know  there 
are  some  who  do  not  see  why 
we  should  concern  ourselves  with 
crimes  and  outrages  committed  in  Turkey 
any  more  than  in  any  other  country. 
It  is  a  natural  impulse  in  humane  people 
to  make  representations  to  any  country 
in  which  crimes  and  outrages  are 
conmiitted,  but  we  know  well  enough 
that  however  strong  our  feelings  may 
be  we  have  no  title  or  claim  to  interfere 
in  the  internal  afiatrs  of  other  European 
Mr.  Bryce 


Powers,  however  grave  the  cases  may 
be.  But  the  case  is  not  so  with  regard 
to  Turkey.  We  are  in  good  faith  and 
honour  responsible  for  crime  that  happens 
there,  because  it  is  we  that  sustain  the 
Turkish  power.  It  was  we  who  set 
aside  the  Treaty  of  San  Stef  ano,  and  who 
took  the  duty  of  protecting  the  Christian 
subjects  out  of  the  hands  of  Bussia ;  and 
henceforth  we  have  not  only  the  right, 
but  the  very  clear  and  bounden  duty  to 
interfere  in  matters  of  this  kind.  In- 
deed one  may  go  a  little  farther.  One 
may  say  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
support  which  the  Turkish  Empire 
received  from  England,  it  would  have 
been  broken  up  long  ago.  The  natural 
course  of  events  is  that  when  Govemment 
becomes  utterly  rotten  and  effete,  and 
unable  to  make  itself  respected,  it 
comes  to  an  end  by  its  own  weak- 
ness. Some  stronger  power  arises, 
the  dynasty  is  dethroned,  or  the 
Empire  itself  breaks  to  pieces. 
We  have  stepped  in,  and  upheld  and 
kept  what  would  have  been  a  decaying 
carcase  in  some  sort  of  suspended  anima- 
tion. It  is  owing  to  the  Powers  of  Europe 
generally,  but  particularly  to  England, 
that  Turkey  has  been  so  long  maintained 
in  life  as  a  Government.  If  that  be 
so,  what  duty  can  be  more  incumbent 
upon  us  than  to  endeavour  to  bring 
about  alterations  in  the  condition  of  such 
a  country,  where  oppression  and  injustice 
rule,  and  to  address  strong  remonstrances 
to  its  Government?  I  dare  say  there 
are  many  Members  of  this  House  who 
think  that  there  is  really  no  hope  of 
Turkish  reform,  and  that  no  better 
thing  could  happen  to  the  Empire  than 
that  it  should  vanish  out  of  existence 
altogether.  I  express  no  o]iinion  on 
that  point.  We  know  that  it  stands 
there,  because  we  are  not  prepared  to 
put  anything  in  its  place ;  and,  while  it 
is  there,  we  are  bound  to  continue  the 
policy  of  remonstrance  and  exhortation, 
and  to  endeavour  if  we  see  an  opportunity 
of  not  only  seeing  that  strict  justice  is 
done  in  a  case  like  that  of  Moussa  Bey, 
but  to  urge  the  Turks  to  take  the  one 
method  certainly  open  to  them,  that  of 
appointing  Governors  who  will  substi- 
tute good  govemment  for  crime,  misery, 
and  suffering. 

(11.29.)   Sm    G.  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, <&c.)  :  Sir,  I  have  given  notice  of  an 
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Amendment  upon  this  Vote,  and,  as  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs  can 
onlj  speak  once,  I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  attention  to  the  charge  for 
the  unforeseen  Mission  of  Sir  J.  Lintom 
Simmons  to  His  Holiness  the  Pope. 

•The  tinder  SECRETARY  op  STATE 
FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIBS  (Sir  J.  Fer- 
Gcssoir,  Manchester,  N.E.)  :  I  beg  to  point 
oat  that  there  is  nothing  taken  in  the 
Tote  for  tliis  special  Mission. 

Sib  G.  CAMPBELL :  I  have  in  my 
hands  a  despatch  from  Sir  J.  Simmons, 
dated  the  7th  April,  1890,  which  states 
tiiat  he  had  an  interview  with  His  Holi- 
ness the  Pope; 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  beg  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  expense  of 
the  unforeseen  Mission  was  supplied  out 
of  the  Revenue  of  Malta. 

Sir  G.  CAMPBELL :  The  Under  Secre- 
tary told  us  the  other  night  that  the 
expenses  were  for  unforeseen  services, 
bat,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  can  raisa  the 
snbject  by  moving  the  reduction  of  the 
aalaiy  of  onr  Ambassador  in  Italy.  I 
have  not  in  the  least  degree  to  complain 
of  the  conduct  of  Lord  Dufferin  ;  far  from 
it.  Bat  by  the  appointment  of  Sir  J.  L. 
Simmons,  the  labours  of  our  Ambassador 
must  havebeen  considerably  lessened,  and, 
therefore,  his  salary  ought  to  be  cut  down. 
I  find  Sir  John  Lintom  Simmons  has 
been  appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  His 
Holiness  the  Pope,  while  we  have  an 
Ambassador  in  Italy.  I  object  to  this 
Mission  as  unnecessary  and  contrary  to 
the  policy  of  this  country.  I  am  not 
afraid  of  the  Pope,  from  a  religious  point 
of  view,  but  I  say  there  is  not  the 
smallest  necessity  for  an  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
be  sent  to  him  in  order  to  settle  some 
trumpery  ecclesiastical  a&ir  in  Malta. 
I  maintain  that  if  we  read  between  the 
lines  we  shall  find  that  the  real  object  of 
this  Mission  has  had  to  do  not  with 
Malta,  but  with  Ireland ;  that  it  was 
sought  to  secure  the  inSuence  of  His 
Holiness  in  settling  the  Irish  Question. 
The  Pope  hankers  after  diplomatic  recog- 


nition l^  the  Powers  of  Europe,  and  we 
all  know  that  he  can  be  very  much 
gratified  and  influenced  by  conceding  to 
him  that  recognition.  It  seems  to  me 
that  in  pursuance  of  this  policy  of  con- 
sulting His  Holiness 

•(11.33.)  Mb.  SPEAKER:  .The  hon. 
Member  is  out  of  order  in  referring  to 
that.  There  is  no  Vote  on  the  matter 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  included 
in  this  Resolution. 

(11.33.)  SiE  G.  CAMPBELL:  Are 
we  distinctly  to  understand  that  nothing 
is  to  be  paid  for  this  Envoy  t  I  desire  to 
move  to  reduce  the  salary  of  our  Am- 
bassador to  Italy,  but  I  presume  that  if  I 
do  I  shall  be  ruled  out  of  order.  May  I 
take  it  that  nothing  is  to  be  paid  under 
this  Vote  for  this  special  Mission  1 

*SiE  J.  FERGUSSON :  Yes. 
Sib  G.  CAMPBELL:  Then  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say  on  the  matter.  I 
now  pass  over  from  Europe  to  Asia,  and 
say  a  word  as  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  to  be  Her  Majesty's  Consul 
General  at  Erzeroum,  a  position  of  g^eat 
importance,  hitherto  held  by  that  most 
highly  qualified  and  able  officer.  General 
Chermside,  whose  despatches  we  have 
all  read  with  so  much  interest.  The 
position  is  a  most  difficult  one,  requiring 
negotiations  of  a  most  delicate  character 
to  be  conducted  between  this  country 
and  that  rotten  Empire,  Turkey, 
seeing  that  in  the  district  of 
Erzeroum  there  is  a  war  of  races 
ragVDg  between  the  native  popula- 
tion and  the  Mohammedans.  In  such 
a  post  as  that  you  wanted  a  man  of 
tact,  sagacity,  and  discretion,  who,  from 
his  previous  history,  you  could  rely  upon 
to  appease  rather  than  stir  up  quarrels. 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  is  certainly  not  the 
man  to  have  selected.  He  has  made 
Egypt,  Ireland,  and  the  Mauritius,  too  hot 
for  him,  and  he  has  retired  from  the 
service  of  the  country  twice  on  medical 
certificates  declaring  him  to  be  unfit  for 
further  employment.  I  could  not  have 
believed  that  Lord  Salisbury  would  have 
appointed  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  to  this  post, 
and  I  am  altogether  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand   the     mflnence     that    has     been 
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brought  to  bear  upon  his  Lordship  in  the 
matter,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  AiEairs  will  be  able 
to  say  anything  in  defence  of  the  ap- 
pointmenti  I  now  go  to  Japan.  In  the 
reduction  I  propose  I  include  part  of  the 
salary  of  the  Consular  Judge  in  that 
country.  Several  of  the  Great  Powers 
have  agreed  to  an  arrangement  that  has 
placed  Japan  on  the  footing  of  a  civilised 
country,  but  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  held  out,  and  have  refused  to  assent 
to  that  equitable  arrangement.  It  seems 
to  me  a  most  extraordinary  thing  that 
the  British  Government,  of  all  Govern- 
ments on  the  face  of  the  earth,  should 
refuse  its  consent,  for  if  there  is  a  Govern- 
ment which  has  suffered  from  those 
injuries  and  unjust  capitulations,  which 
are  another  form  of  the  extra  territorial 
jurisdiction,  it  is  our  Grovernment.  We 
have  suffered  in  this  respect  in  Egypt, 
and  I  think  we  should  bring  our  ex- 
perience to  bear  upon  the  matter  and 
avoid  these  evils  in  the  case  of  Japan, 
regarding  that  country  as  able  to  dis- 
pense proper  justica.  Having  done  with 
Asia  I  will  now  say  a  word  in  regard 
to  Australasia.  I  want  to  know  what 
is  the  present  position  of  affairs  with 
regard  to  the  New  Hebrides.  I  have 
seen  statistics  which  declare  that  the 
French  outnumber  the  British  there,  and 
if  that  is  the  cise  I  think  we  might  very 
well  make  it  an  Imperial  question  and 
exchange  our  interest  in  the  New 
Hebrides  for  that  of  France  in  New- 
fouudland.  I  will  not  go  into  the 
Newfoundland  question,  as  it  is  a 
matter  of  g^eat  delicacy,  and  one 
in  regard  to  which  we  can  rely 
on  the  conciliatory  policy  of  the  head  of 
the  Foreign  OflBce.  In  justice  to  Lord 
Salisbury,  who  is  often  attacked  for  sub- 
serviency to  the  Germans,  I  would  say, 
that  although  he  has  been  conciliatory 
to  Germany,  he  has  been  equally  so  to 
France.  Then,  in  regard  to  Africa,  I 
want  to  know  what  is  going  on  with  the 
Orange  River  Territory?  Is  that  im- 
portant tsrritory  going  to  be  given  over 
to  a  chartered  company,  and  is  the 
moaopoly  of  the  Boyal  Niger  Company 
to  be  maintained  'P  Have  the  chartered 
companies  a  right  to  levy  duties  on  the 
goods  of  rival  traders  ?  We  know  a 
Commissioaer  was  sent  out  some  months 
ago,  and  I  hope  Her  Majesty's  Gfovem- 
Sir  G.  Campbell 


ment  will  tell  us  what  conclusions  have 
been  arrived  at,  seeing  the  great  interest 
which  is  felt  in  the  question.  As  to 
Mombassa,  the  power  of  the  ESast  African 
Company  and  the  question  of  slavery  in 
East  Africa,  I  should  like  to  aak  for  in- 
formation. I  was  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  refused  to  give  us 
information  last  night.  A  question  was 
put  to  him  on  the  subject  some  time  ago, 
and  he  returned  an  answer  which  was 
not  evasive  but  diplomatic,  and  I  think 
he  will  admit  that  his  words  did  not  con- 
vey any  meaning  whatever.  A  procla- 
mation had  been  issued  by  the  company, 
and  as  he  must  have  had  a  copy  of  it,  I 
think  I  am  entitled  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  what  is  the  exact  position  of 
affairs? 

•Mb.  speaker  :  I  do  not  think  the 
question  of  East  Africa  arises  under  this 
Vote. 

Sir  G.  CAMPBELL  :  I  beg  to  submit 
that  the  resolution  covers  a  Vote  for  a 
Consul  at  Mombassa  and  a  Consul  Gene- 
ral at  Zanzibar,  both  of  whom  deal  with 
the  East  Africa  Company  and  look  after 
it.  As  a  definite  proclamation  has  been 
issued,  I  hope  we  shall  be  given  to 
understand  what  its  object  is  and  what  is 
the  position  of  the  Slave  Question  in  that 
part-  of  the  world.  We  have  always 
beeii  given  to  understand  that  one  of  the 
gliding  principles  of  this  country  in  her 
operations  in  East  Africa  is  the  suppres- 
sion of  slavery,  but  we  know  that  a  system 
of  contract  has  been  adopted  by  which 
slaves  purchase  their  freedom  by  labour. 
We  know,  that  that  system  has  been 
adoptsd  by  the  East  African  Company, 
and  I  should  like  to  know  if  it  is  now 
being  pursued.  We  also  know  that 
large  numbers  of  slaves  have  been 
brought  for  exportation  to  the  Congo 
and  elsewhere,  in  order  to  work  under 
the  contract  labour  system.  The  matter 
is  one  in  which  we  and  other  countries 
have  taken  great  interest,  and  I  should 
like  to  know  what  has  been  done.  I 
should  also  like  to  know  what  is  to  be 
done  with  r^ard  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Consul  General  at  2ianzibar  over  the 
African  hinterland  so  to  speak.  There 
is  no  reason  why  great  European  nations 
should  quarrel,  or  permit  their  chartered 
companies  to  quarrel,  over  territories  that 
neither  of  them  possess  and  neither  of 
them  have  really  reached.     It  would  be 
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better  for  these  countries  to  consolidate 
themselTes  where  they  are,  near  the 
coast,  and  construct  railways.  I  do  not 
think  Lord  Salisbury  will  permit  his 
hands  to  be  forced  by  Stanley  and  the 
Jingoes.  I  refrain  from  moving  a  redac- 
tion of  the  Vote  in  the  hope  that  we 
shall  have  a  satisfactory  explanation 
from  the  Under  Secretary. 
•(11.50.)  SiB  W.  BARTTELOT 
(Snasez,  N.W.) :  I  am  not  going  to 
object  to  everything  done  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  all  over  the 
world  like  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
jnst  sat  down — who,  while  giving  them 
credit  for  nothing,  puts  no  restraint  on 
his  ntterauces  in  condemning  them. 
I  wish  to  ask  my  right  hon.  Friend 
whether  he  has  any  definite  information 
with  regard  to  Dr.  Peters's  expedition — 
whether  it  is  true  or  not  that  he  has 
invaded  those  territories  which  English- 
men believe  come  within  their  sphere  of 
infloence,  and  which  we  have  ventured 
to  hope  the  Germans,  as  a  friendly 
nation,  wishing  to  court  their  own 
interests  as  well  as  ours,  and  to  be  on 
those  friendly  terms  that  two  great 
nations  should  be  upon,  would  not 
invade.  I  venture  to  say  that,  in  the 
position  we  occnpy  as  a  great  nation,  the 
best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  state  firmly  acid 
determinedly  what  we  balieve  to  be  our 
jnst  rights,  and  not  to  allow  any  Power, 
even  (Jermany,  to  interfere  with  them. 
We  have  dealt  with  Portugal,  and  I  would 
deal  with  Germany  in  precisely  the  same 
manner.  I  do  not  wish  to  use  any  threat 
of  any  sort  or  kind,  but  when  an  under- 
standing has  been  come  to,  and  some 
definite  sphere  has  been  settled,  I  think 
we  might  humbly  ask  Germany  to  keep 
within  her  own  sphere.  I  enter  my 
earnest  protest  against  its  being  thought 
that  this  House  of  Commons  is  not  a  fit 
place  in  which  to  discuss  the  vital 
interests  of  our  children,  and  I  believe 
the  sooner  this  question  is  settled  the 
better  it  will  be  for  both  countries.  I 
wigh  also  to  ask  my  right  hon.  Friend 
whether  there  is  or  is  not  at  the  present 
moment  a  Consul  on  the  Congo,  and,  if 
not,  why  one  has  not  been  appointed  ? 

(11.54.)  Mr.  a.  PEASE  (York)  : 
Allegations  have  been  made  in  lettars 
which  have  appeared  in  the  columns  of 
the  Times  that  there  have  been  a  large 
export  of  labourers  from  Zanzibar,  many 
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of  whom  are  undoubtedly  slaves,  and  I 
think  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  make  inquiries  on  the  subject  he 
will  find  that  these  allegations  are  true. 
Several  vessels  have  lately  left  IZanzibar 
for  the  Congo  with  labourers,  amongst 
whom  are  numbers  of  slaves,  who,  for  a 
consideration  paid  to  them,  have  been 
placed  on  board  these  vessels  and  ex- 
ported to  the  Congo  State  to  make  the 
railways  there.  I  understand  that  not 
long  ago  a  German  vessel  left  Zanzibar 
with  a  mixed  cargo  and  with  hundreds 
of  these  men  on  board.  An  English 
commander  on  the  station  had  the  vessel 
searched,  and  found  amongst  the  slaves 
two  or  three  who  were  going  unwillingly. 
He  took  them  o£E  and  landed  them  at 
Zanzibar,  and  allowed  the  vessel  to 
proceed  on  its  voyage.  I  believe  the 
officer  was  reprimanded  for  not  having 
seizpd  the  vessel  as  a  slave  prize. 
Whether  the  accusations  against  the 
Congo  contracts  are  true  or  not  I  would 
urge  on  the  Government  that  they  should 
seize  the  opportunity  whilst  the  Confer- 
ence of  Brussels  is  stilj  sitting  to  bring 
this  question  before  the  Conference  and 
request  that  it  may  be  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated. On  a  former  occasion  when 
I  discussed  this  question  in  the  House  I 
seemed  to  have  been  misunderstood  both 
in  the  House  and  by  the  public  outside. 
I  was  supposed  to  have  made  some  re- 
marks reflecting  on  the  British  East 
Africa  Company ;  and  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  believe  that  company  have  pursued  the 
best  policy  with  regard  to  slavery  that 
an  enterprising  company  could  pursue  in 
Africa.  I  put  them  in  e,  very  different 
category  from  the  Congo  State  on  the 
question  of  labour. 
•(11.58.)  SiE  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  am 
sure  the  last  thing  in  my  mind  is  to  com- 
plain of  reference  being  made  to  these 
various  matters  that  have  attracted 
great  attention  in  the  country.  It 
would  have,  indeed,  been  surprising  if  no 
reference  had  been  made  to  some  of  them 
on  the  present  occasion.  Indeed,  the 
Government  have  much  reason  to  ap- 
preciate the  absence  of  embarrassing 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  when  it  is  known  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  deeply  inte- 
rested in  safeguarding  the  interests  of  the 
country  by  negotiations  with  foreign 
Powers.     To   the    questions    that  have 
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been  asked  with  regard  to  the  position  of 
our  afiairs  in  yarioaa  parts  of  the  world 
I  shall  endeavoar  to  give  sufficient 
replies.  The  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen 
(Mr.  Bryce)  b^an  with  a  brief  reference 
to  Newfoundland,  and  I  think  he  ex- 
ercised a  wise  discretion  in  not  entering 
into  the  details  of  matters  which  are 
undoubtedly  delicate,  but  which  are,  I 
hope,  susceptible  of  peaceful  adjustment 
in  the  spirit  that  has  actuated  the 
British  and  French  Governments  in  the 
past.  The  hon.  Qentleman  mentioned 
arbitration  as  a  suitable  expedient 
in  view  of  contending  interests 
and  the  interpretation  of  treaties. 
The  other  day  the  French  Minister  said 
that  it  was  possible  that  certain  matters 
of  difference  between  our  Governments 
might  be  referred  to  arbitration.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  not  averse  to 
that  expedient;  but  it  is  evident  that 
.there  must  be  considerable  difficulty  in 
-coming  to  an  agreement  in  regard  to  the 
,  Bcope  of  such  reference,  which  must 
necessarily  be  limited  and  defined.  The 
application  of  the  Treaties  presents  un- 
foreseen difficulties,  from  the  fact  that 
the  industry,  instead  of  adjoining  a 
shore  which  formerly  was  absolutely 
without  population,  is  now  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  a  considerable  popula- 
tion. It  is  evident  that  circumstances 
so  changing  present  difficulties  which 
were  not  present  to  the  framers  of  the 
Treaty.  But  we  have  endeavoured  to 
get  over  the  present  difficulty  by  what 
is  called  a  modug  vivendi.  I  regret  that 
'that  has  not  been  entirely  acceptable  to 
ihe  people  of  Newfoundland  ;  but  I  think 
ihe  House  will  .reoc^nise  that  that  was 
the  best  expedient  to  be  adopted  in  the 
■xircnmstances ;  at  all  events,  it  sacrifices 
no  right  pending  the  settlement  of  the 
-question.  Papers  are  in  preparation,  and 
■will  shortly  be  in  the  hands  of  Parlia- 
ment; and  when  hon.  Gentlemen  have 
an  opportunity  of  looking  at  the  terms 
of  the  Treaties  and  the  correspondence 
that  has  taken  place,  they  will  see  there 
have  been  difficulties  in  the  way  of  an 
earlier  settlement,  with  which  perhaps 
some  of  them  were  not  acquainted  with 
before.  Hon.  Members  will  readily 
recognise  that  these  matters  must  be 
treated  with  delicacy  and  reserve.  There 
is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  withhold  any  information  from 
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the  House;  and  with  reference  to  certain 
allegations  that  have  been  made,  we  are 
informed  that  no  French  officer  has  com- 
mitted any  act  inconsistent  i^dth  existing 
rights  and  inconsistent  with  the  terms 
of  the  Treaty.  To  the  best  of  our  bslie^ 
we  have,  in  late  events,  no  cause  of 
complaint  against  the  French  Authorities. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  made  some  remarks 
with  respect  to  the  afbiirs  of  Turkey, 
and  to  the  atrocities  reported  to  have 
been  committed  by  unruly  persons  in 
difierent  parts  of  the  Turkish  Empire. 
Sometimes  it  is  our  duty  to  say  we 
possess  no  information  on  matters  which 
have  been  sent  by  telegraph  to  the  news- 
papers, because  Her  Majesty's  Consuls 
do  not  report  occurrences  on  events 
which  will  cause  pain  and  regret  in  this 
country  without  having  ascertained  their 
truth.  It  is  easy  for  a  newspaper  corre- 
spondent to  teleg^ph  to  this  country 
any  rumours  of  outrages  which  he  may 
hear  ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  Her  Majesty  s 
Agents  abroad,  before  reporting  au  event, 
to  make  investigations  and  ascertain  the 
truth  of  the  story.  This  is  why  I  am 
often  unable  to  give  any  information  in 
regard  to  matters  that  appear  in  the 
newspapers.  I  regret  to  say  there  is  too 
often  truth  in  the  statements  as  to 
outrages  committed  by  robber  bands  and 
tribes  in  Asia  Minor,  and  also  in  some  of 
the  European  provinces.  The  hoa.  Mem- 
ber admits  that  Armenia  is  now  in  a 
better  state  than  it  was  in  some  time 
ago ;  and  he  has  said  that  when  a 
Governor  of  exceptional  justice  and 
energy  were  sent  t6  Armenia  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  officers  of  similar  qualifi- 
cations have  not  been  sent  elsewhere. 

*Mb.  BRYCE :  One  particular  district. 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON ;  Now,  Sir,  as 
we  take  upon  ourselves  to  criticise  in 
such  unsparing  terms  the  Government 
of  the  Turkish  Empire,  we  ought  at 
least  to  do  justice  to  the  endeavours  of 
the  Governors  of  that  country  to  im- 
prove the  condition  of  afhirs  when  it 
came  to  their  knowledge.  The  appoint 
ment  of  Rdouf  Pasha  in  Armenia  is  not 
an  isolated  instance  by  any  means  of  the 
selection  of  the  best  possible  officer  to 
bring  order  to  the  disturbed  provinces. 
The  appointment  of  Chakir  Paslu  in  Crete 
has,  by  its  results,  reflected  the  greatest 
credit  on  the  Turkish  Government.  The 
successor  of  R&uf  Pasha  at  Beyrout  dis- 
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plays,  so  it  is  reported  to  Her  Majesty's 
Govemment,  the  same  quality  that  so 
long  and  honoarablj  distinguished  him ; 
and  I  am  glad  to  learn  from  recent 
Beports  from  Her  Majesty's  Consul 
at  Erzeroum  that  the  Pashas  in  other 
districts  in  which  the  Armenian  popula- 
tion is  uamerous  hare  also  been  making 
aimilarendeavourstoputdown  and  punish 
ontn^.  The  hon.  Gentleman  referred 
to  the  recent  trial  of  the  Kurdish  Chief, 
Monssa  Bey.  I  need  not  now  express 
Any  opinion  with  regard  to  that  trial,  for 
Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  has  spoken 
out  very  plainly,  and  has  expressed  the 
opinion  that  that  trial  was  not  conducted 
in  a  manner  consonant  with  our  ideas  of 
public  jastice.  He  has  condemned  it  in 
rery  strong  terms ;  and  I  regret  deeply, 
for  the  sake  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  for 
its  position  in  the  world,  and  for  its 
future,  that  when  the  opportunity  was 
afforded  of  bringing  to  trial  a  notorious 
criminal  before  the  eyes  of  the  world,  care 
should  not  have  been  taken  by  the  Turk- 
ish Authorities  to  show  to  the  world  that 
there  was  no  desire  to  shrink  from  doing 
justice.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  think 
some  exception  might  be  taken  to  the 
hon.  Member's  idea  of  jastice.  The 
hon.  Member  talked  alx)ut  a  Public 
Prosecutor  using  every  effort  to  procure 
a  conviction. 

•Me.  BRYCE  :  I  particalarly  guarded 
myself  from  saying  anything  of  the 
kind. 

•Sir  J.  FERGTJSSON :  That  was  the 
impression  conveyed  to  my  mind  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech.  Again,  I 
think  it  would  be  rather  rash  to  assume 
that  in  all  the  counts  on  which  Moussa 
Bey  was  brought  to  trial  there  was  a 
denial  of  justice  because  a  conviction 
ms  not  obtained.  For  instance,  in  one 
case  it  appears  that  not  he  but  his 
brother  was  the  real  criminal.  The 
Government  do  not  know  whether 
Monssa  Bey  is  to  be  put  on  his  trial 
on  other  charges  >  but  they  do  know 
that  the  Minister  of  Justice  under  whom 
this  failure  took  place  has  been  removed. 
Thai,  at  least,  is  some  evidence  that  the 
Goyemment  of  the  Sultan  do  intend  to 
have  justice  administered  with  some 
reality.  I  think,  too,  there  is  evidence 
before  the  House  that  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador  made  representations  of 
unusual  earnestness   in   respect   to  the 


conduct  of  justice  by  this  officer.  The 
hon.  Member  says  tliat  this  was  owing 
to  the  German  Ambassador.  If  the 
hon.  Member  assumes  that  Sir  W.  White 
has  no  influence  at  Constantinople  he 
differs  from  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian. 

•Mb.  BBYCE  :  I  never  assumed  any> 
thing  of  the  kind — on  the  contrary,  I  paid 
a  tribute  to  Sir  W.  White.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  be  careful  how  he 
represents  what  I  say. 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  will  let  the 
House  judge  between  me  and  the  hon.  • 
Gentleman.  Now  before  I  leave  this 
part  of  the  subject,  I  should  like  to 
point  out  to  the  House  what  the  hon. 
Member  thinks  is  fitting  language  for 
one  who  has  held  the  office  of  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  A£b.ir8  to 
use  in  this  House,  language  which  he 
thinks,  I  suppose,  will  have  influence 
with  the  Turkish  Gt)vernmeat,  and  cause 
them  to  restore  order  in  their  provinces. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  talked  of  the  Tni'k- 
ish  Empire  as  a  "  decaying  carcass,"  and 
said  that  many  people  thought  that  the 
best  thing  that  oould  happen  would  be 
that  the  Turkish  Empire  should  break  up 
andcometoanend.  Thatisthe  hon. Gentle- 
man's idea  of  statesmanship,  and  the 
way  in  which  this  country  can  obtain 
influence  with  Foreign  Powers  ?  I  differ 
with  him.  I  venture  to  say  that  no 
more  unfortunate  language  could  be  used 
by  a  Member  in  his  position.  What 
passes  in  this  House  travels  throughout 
the  world. 

•Mk.  BRTCE  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  must  allow  me  again  to  interrupt. 
What  I  said  was  that  there  were  many 
who  thought  it  would  be  better  that  the 
Turkish  Empire  should  vanish ;  and  if 
Her  Majesty's  Government  wished  to 
save  the  Turkish  Empire  they  should 
adopt  the  only  means  by  which  salvation 
is  possible. 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  say  he  was  not  one  of  those 
who  thought  so.  In  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion put  ly  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirk- 
caldy (Sir  G.  Campbell),  I  believe  that  a 
great  deal  has  been  done  to  benefit  the 
people  of  Malta  by  the  recent  Mission  of 
Sir  Lintom  Simmons.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber also  referred  to  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd.  I  can  only  say  that 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd,  since  he  has  been  at 
K  2 
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Erzeronm,  has  been  displAjing  most 
commendable  activity  in  keeping  Her 
Majesty's  Government  informed  as  to  the 
course  of  events  there,  and  I  believe  him 
to  be  a  man  of  ability,  well  fitted  to 
serve  the  country  in  his  present  capacity. 
With  regard  to  the  Treaty  with  Japan, 
the  fact  is  that  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment carried  on  negotiations  np 
to  an  advanced  point  and  then 
broke  them  off,  so  that  they  had  to  be 
commenced  again  from  the  beginning. 
It  is  not  the  case  that  other  nations 
have  concluded  Treaties  from  which  we 
flhrink.  The  United  States  of  America 
did  conclude  a  Treaty  with  Japan,  but 
afterwards  themselves  withdrew  from  it. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  acting  in 
concert  with  other  Powers  in  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  full  recognition  of  the 
rights  of  foreigners  in  the  Japanese 
Courts  on  terms  which  will  be  honour- 
able to  the  Japanese,  and  at  the  same  time 
acceptable  and  satisfactory  to  Europeans. 
With  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  we 
should  exchange  the  New  Hebrides  for 
Newfoundland,  I  should  like  to  ask  what 
the  Australians  would  say  to  that !  With 
regard  to  the  hon.  Member's  remarks 
about  the  Oil  Rivers,  no  step  will  be 
taken  without  the  House  being  informed. 
On  the  subject  of  slavery  in  East  Africa, 
and  especially  within  the  sphere  of  in- 
fluence of  the  East  Africa  Company,  the 
hon.  Member  says  that  I  have  refused 
information.  I  must  refer  hon.  Members 
to  an  answer  given  by  me  on  May  15, 
when  I  said — 

"Her  Majesty's  Government  are  informed 
that  the  British  East  Africa  Company  have 
approved  a  proclamation  issued  by  their  ad- 
ministrator  in  Zanzibar  vith  the  assent  of  the 
chiefs  and  the  peoples  concerned,  decreeing 
immunity  from  slavery  within  a  certain  area 
in  the  company's  territory,  and  beyond  the 
ten  mile  limit.  It  is  understood  that  the  pro- 
clamation does  not  affect  the  itatiu  of  slavery 
as  at  present  existing." 

It  should  be  observed  that  we  have  not 
acquired  territory  at  present,  and  that 
we  are  only  carrying  on  a  system  of 
tmde  under  engagements  with  the 
tribes.  It  is  only  in  the  seaport  towns 
that  actual  administration  is  at  present 
possible.  It  must  be  remembered  'that 
the  British  Bast  Africa  Company  cannot 
change  the  whole  domestic  institutions 
of  the  re^ons  between  the  sea  and  the 
Great  Lakes  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen.  They 
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must  move  by  cautious  steps,  endeavour 
to  introduce  free  labour  in  the  place  of 
slavery,  to  redeem  as  many  slaves  as 
possible  from  servitude,  and  to  wean 
the  people  to  better  courses.  The  Blast 
Africa  Company  has  already  been  instra- 
mental  in  freeing  thousands  of  slaves. 
In  this  connection  I  may  explain  a  point 
which  seems  to  have  been  misunderstood. 
Certain  slaves  having  taken  refuge  from 
their  masters  within  the  area  of  the  com- 
pany's influence,  the  company  advanced 
money  to  enable  themtoredeem  themselves. 
The  company  then  allowed  them  to  work 
out  the  money  advanced  on  easy  terms, 
but  their  freedom  had  already  been  se- 
cured, and  many  of  them  repaid  the 
debt  by  work  in  three  or  four  months' 
time.  With  respect  to  the  coolies  en- 
gaged for  labour  on  the  Congo,  I  have 
to  say  that  all  persons  connected  with 
the  East  Africa  Company  are  careful  not 
to  make  any  bargains  with  slave- 
owners. The  bargains  are  made  with 
the  slaves  themselves,  who  have  the 
right  to  make  such  engagements,  the 
arrangement  being,  I  believe,  that  they 
pay  half  the  wages  they  earn  to  their 
owners.  I  trust  that  whilst  we  are  con- 
nected with  East  Africa  free  labour  will 
more  and  more  take  the  place  of  slave 
labour  until  finally  the  latter  shall  be  a 
thing  of  the  past. 

(1 2.24.)  Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.): 
I  wish  fo  ask  a  question  with  reference 
to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  visit  to  Rome. 
It  has  been  represented  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  that  he  went  to 
Rome  as  a  private  gentleman,  and  not 
as  an  envoy.  However,  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary Papers  issued  in  connection 
with  Sir  Lintorn  Simmons's  Mission  to 
Rome,  I  find  that  the  Pope  in  one  of  his 
speeches  distinctly  spoke  of  the  "  Duke 
of  Norfolk's  Mission."  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  Government  still 
adhere  to  their  original  representation  in 
face  of  this  statement  of  the  Holy 
Father  ?  I  desire  now  to  call  attention 
to  another  matter,  and  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £600,  the 
amount  of  the  salary  of  the  British 
Consul  at  New  Tork.  The  Honse  will 
remember  that  on   March  4  my  hon. 
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Dirision  of  Dublin  (Mr.  T.  Harrington) 
called  attention  to  a  series  of  messages 
which  had  passed  between  i^r.  Soames, 
solicitor  to  the  Times,  and  his  private 
agent  in  New  York,  Mr.  Thompson. 
One  of  these  messages  from  Mr. 
Soames,  dated  April  1,  1889,  ran  as 
follows : — 

"  HoHre,  Britiah  Consul,  has  authority  to 
gire  you  naauM  ui  acme  iDformauts  like  Major 
la  Ouon.  See  him ;  get  all  particulars,  and 
indooe  oae  or  two  mua  to  come  over." 

Upon  April  2  the  private  agent 
replied — 

"All  informers'  report*  including  those 
from  Philadelphia  passed  through  his  (the 
OoDsal's)  haDdi  up  to  1884.  H  he  does  not 
know  names  himself,  he  can  refer  vou  to  those 
who  do." 

Xow,  the  duties  of  a  Consul  are  perfectly 
well  understood.  He  is  a  public  officer 
discharging  a  public  function  in  the 
interests  of  his  country  and  for  the 
benefit  of  British  subjects.  The  charges 
in  relation  to  these  telegrams  were 
previonsly  made  in  the  presence  of  the 
Attorney  General  (Sir  B.  Webster)  and 
other  Members  of  the  Government,  and 
they  were  repeated  by  myself  a  few 
days  afterwards.  We  challenged  inquiry 
and  called  for  a  reply.  Bat  the  Go- 
vemmeut  have  given  no  reply;  they 
have  maintained  an  absolute  silence  on 
the  matter  from  that  day  to  this.  In 
the  absence,  then,  of  any  reply 
or  explanation,  we  may  take  it 
that  the  facts  are  admitted.  If 
yon  need  detectives  you  should  employ 
men  as  detectives  and  pay  them  as  such, 
either  by  money  voted  for  the  Secret 
Seryice  Fund  or  by  the  Vote  for  the 
Detective  Service';  but  I  maintain  it  is 
not  permissible  to  you  to  use  the  public 
fonda  voted  for  a  specific  purpose,  the 
payment  of  a  British  Consul,  and  employ 
that  official  in  the  work  of  a  detective  for 
private  parties.  It  may  not  be  too  late 
for  the  Government  to  offer  explanation 
— if  they  have  any  to  offer — of  a  tran- 
saction which  I  think  I  am  justified  in 
ctigmatising  as  disgraceful.  I  could  add 
something  more  grave  in  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Hoare  if  inquiry  were 
granted ;  but,  meantime,  I  move  the  re- 
daction of  the  Vote. 


Amendment  proposed,  to  leave    oat ' 
"£307,909,"inordertoinsert"je307,309." 
— (Mr.  Sexton.') 

Question  proposed,  "That  '^6307,909  ' 
stand  part  of  the  Resolution." 

*(12.31.)  SiE  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  hope 
I  may  be  pardoned,  though  I  may  not  be 
strictlyin  order,if  I  reply  to  the  first  ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member,  for  though  it  is 
not  germane  to  the  Amendment  before  us 
I  do  not  wish  to  let  it  pass  without  a  reply. 
The  hon.  Member  has  not  observed  that 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  sent  on  a 
Mission  to  the  Vatican  by  Her  Majesty 
to  congratulate  His  Holiness  upon  the 
attainment  of  his  year  of  Jubilee, 
and  that  explains  the  reference  to  a 
Mission  in  the  words  the  hon.  Member 
has  quoted.  On  a  former  occasion  when 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk  went  to  Rome  he 
had  no  sort  of  Mission,  and  it  is  by 
mixing  np  two  occurrences  perfectly 
distinct  that  confusion  has  arisen.  With 
regard  to  the  matter  upon  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  moved  an  Amendment, 
I  know  nothing  of  it  whatever.  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  British  Consul  at 
New  York  was  ever  employed  for  any 
purpose  of  the  kind  alleged.  I  can  only 
say  that  it  is  quite  unknown  to  me  ;  and, 
as  I  am  cognisant  of  every  Paper  pass- 
ing through  the  Foreign  Office,  I  may  be 
allowed  to  express  my  opinion  that  what 
is  alleged  has  never  taken  place. 

(12.32.)  Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.): 
A  more  extraordinary  answer  was  never 
g^ven  by  the  Government  to  a  distinct 
and  definite  charge.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  stated  that,  because  he  is 
cognisant  of  all  Papers  passing  through 
the  Foreign  Office  and  found  no  men- 
tion of  these  transactions,  he  is  con- 
vinced such  traosactions  never  took 
place.  But  this  is  no  disproof  or  even 
answer.  Such  transactions  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  Foreign  Office, 
and  would  not  appear  on  the  face  of  any 
Foreign  Office  communication.  The  con- 
tention of  my  hon.  Friend  is  not  that 
the  Consul  was  directed  to  take  action 
as  the  agent  of  the  Treasury,  but  that 
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the  Ck>nBaI,  if  these  allegations  are  tnie, 
prostituted  his  office  and  became  an  agent 
or  spy  for  the  agent  of  the  Times.    The 
Government  were  informed  of  the  facts 
some  time  ago,  but  they  have  deliberatelj 
shut  their  eyes  and  abstained  from  any 
inquiiy.     Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  that  inqxiiries  have  been  made  as 
to  whether  the  Consul  at  New  York  did 
do  this  thing  or  not?    It  is  perfectly 
manifest,  from  the  answer  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  my  hon.  Friend,  that 
he  regards  the  charge  as  most  disgrace- 
ful  and  scandalous.      The    right    hon.' 
Gentleman  must  have  known  of  these 
cablegrams.  They  were  alluded  to  in  the 
House,  and  they  were  made   matter  of 
argument,  and  none  of  the  agents  of  the 
Times  have  denied  them   or  contested 
their  authenticity.     Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  think   the  Foreign   Office   is 
bound  to  meet  these  charges,  and  at  the 
very  least  the  Government    are  bound 
to     state     that     they    will    undertake 
to    inquire    from    Mr.  Hoare    whether 
he     did      or      did    not    act    in     this 
utterly    unjustifiable     and    scandalous 
way,  and  if  he  did  lend  himself  to  the 
agent  of  the  Times,  he  should  be  called 
to  account  for  his  conduct.     1  think  my 
hon.  Friend's  charge  has  been  met  in  a 
manner    almost  unparalleled.     Let  the 
leading  counsel  for  the   Times,  who  is 
sitting  there,  and  should  know  all  about 
the  matter,  get  up  and  state  that  of  his 
own  knowledge  there  is  no  truth  in  the 
statement.     If  he  does  not  do  that  every 
Member  in  the  House  will  be  justified  in 
believing    that    the    statement    is    un- 
doubtedly true.     It  is  perfectly  useless 
for  the    Under    Secretary   for  Foreign 
Afbirs  to  say  he  does  not  know  any- 
thing about  it ;  that  is  no  answer.    The 
only  answer  we  can  accept  as  satisfactory 
is  for  a  Member  of  the  Government  to 
get  up  and  say  that  he  has  made  inquiry  ; 
that  he  has  satisfied  himself,  and  can  state, 
on  his  word  of  honour,  that  the  cablegrams 
are  false,  and  have  no  foundation.     I  ask 
the  House  to  listen  to  the  statement  in 
the   cablegrams   that  they  may  under- 
stand the  nature  of  the  charge.      These 
cablegrams  were  read  in  the  House  on 
March  4th.  last,  and  there  has    been 
ample  time,  thereforp,  for  the  Foreign 
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Office    to 
truth: — 

"Ist  April,  1889,  London— To  Johstone, 
Uilsey  House,  New  York — Hoare,  BritUh< 
Consul,  has  authority  to  give  yon  names  of 
some  informants  like  Major  I^e  Caron.  Se» 
him  ;  get  alt  particulars,  and  induce  one  or  two 
men  to  come  over.  Assistance  will  be  sent  yon- 
for  Millen." 

Did  the  Foreign  Office  gfive  any  authority 
such  as  is  here  alluded  to  to  SoamesT 
Then,  on  the  following  day,  another 
message  was  sent, — 

"  All  informers'  reports,  inclndinK  those  from 
Philadelphia,  passed  through  his  hands  up  to 
1 884,  and  were  sent  by  me  here.  If  he  does: 
not  know  names  himself,  he  can  refer  yoa  tO' 
those  who  do." 

Now,  will  the  hon.  Baronet  stand  up  and 
say  that  of  his  own  knowledge  he  can 
state  to  the  House  that  Mr.  Hoare  gave 
no  assistance  of  the  kind  ?  He  has  had' 
four  months'  notice  of  the  charge  ;  and  if 
he  can  g^ve  us  no  such  answer,  we  are- 
still  entitled  to  believe  the  charge  is- 
true ;  and  if  it  is  true,  Mr.  Hoare  is  not 
worthy  to  represent  this  country  for 
another  week.  We  do  not  pay  our 
Consuls  to  act  as  private  agents  for  any 
newspaper.  We  are  entitled  to  know 
more  of  this  matter  before  the  Vote  is- 
agreed  to,  and,  under  the  circumstances, 
I  think  the  House  will  feel  we  are 
entitled  to  press  for  a  definite  answer  to- 
this  charge. 
(12.40.)    Mb.  M.  HEAXiY  (Cork)  :   I 

am  very  much  surprised  that  no  answer 
is  forthcoming.  I  may  call  attention  to- 
the  fact  that  the  Attorney  (General  has- 
already  practically  admitted  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  cablegrams.  This  is  not 
the  first  time  that  they  have  been 
referred  to  in  the  House,  and  the  righti- 
hon.  Gentleman  has  already  spoken  in 
reference  to  them.  The  only  thing 
the  Under  Secretary  will  under- 
take to  say  is  that  he  himself 
knows  nothing  of  them.  But  although 
the  Attorney  General  has  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  with  Mr.  Soames, 
and,  though  he  did,  as  we  understandr 
consult  with  him,  Mr.  Soames  has  never 
denied  the  authenticity  of  the  cablegrams ;. 
and  until  to-night,  in  the  form  in  which 
the  Under  Secretary  has  put  it,  there  ha» 
been  no  attempt  to  deny  their  authen- 
I  ticity.     Beally  it  is  nwustrous,  under  the 
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drcnmstanoes,  that  Members  of  the 
Goremment  should  sit  there  silent  in  the 
face  of  these  charges.  I  ask  that  we 
shall  have  a  reply,  and,  as  the  Govem- 
ment  cannot  or  will  not  give  a  reply,  I 
beg  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  De- 
bate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— (Mr.  Maurice  ffealy.') 

(12.42.)  CowNEL  NOLAN  (Galway, 
N.)  :  I  really  do  not  know  which  way  to 
TOte,  but  I  shall  be  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  Government  if  the  Under  Secretary 
for  Foreign  A&irs  will  deny  that  our 
Consul  at  New  York  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  Tinted  case,  directly  or  indirectly. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  make 
that  statement  I  shall  be  quite  satisfied. 

(12.42.)  Me.  SEXTON:  My  hon. 
Friend  has  made  a  sn^estion  which,  if 
met,  would  probably  end  this  matter  for 
the  present.  It  would  be  satisfactoiy  if 
we  had  a  promise  of  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  Consul.  Manifestly,  it  would 
be  absurd  to  suppope  that  we  can  be  con- 
tent with  the  reply  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary. Of  course,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that,  if  a  Consul  were  engaged  in  partici- 
pation in  a  disgraceful  conspiracy  to 
de&me  Members  of  this  House,  an 
acconnt  of  his  proceedings  would  be 
found  on  the  records  of  the  Foreign  Office. 
But  we  ask  for  an  inquiry  which,  if 
diligent  and  searching,  will  elicit  the 
facts  of  the  case.  I  do  not  wish 
to  delay  the  House,  and  only  rise 
now  to  endeavour  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Government  are  disposed  to 
assent  to  tiie  very  reasonable  proposal  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mayo 
that  the  Foreign  Office  should  undertake 
to  make  a  prompt  official  inquiry. 
•(12.43.)  SiE  J.  FERGUSSON:  I 
confess  to  being  altogether  taken  by 
surprise  by  this  question  that  has  been 
laised,  and  I  do  not  think  the  House  will 
wonder  at  that.  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  matters  referred  to,  and  I  never 
heard  of  these  cablegrams  until  to-night. 
Bnt  this  I  will  say,  that  upon  the  only 
point  I  have  heard  mentioned  in  which 
the  Foreig^i  Office  is  concerned,  the  state- 
ment that  authority  was  given  to  the 
ftitish  Consul  at  New  York  to  answer 
(piestions  concerning  witnesses  upon 
that  definite  statement,  1  will  undertake 


to  make  inquiry.  Beyond  that  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  make  any  further 
answer  now. 

(12.44.)  Mb.  DILLON:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  quite  correct  in 
stating  that  that  is  the  only  definite- 
charge  ;  that  is  only  one  of  them.  Th& 
main  thing  is  whether,  with  authority 
or  without,  the  Consul  did  confer  with 
the  agent  of  the  Times,  and  lend  the 
machinery  of  his  office  and  the  know- 
ledge acquired  in  his  official  position  aa 
Agent  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
New  York  to  the  assistance  ot  the 
Times  representative. 

(12.44.)  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 
(Sir  R  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  It  is- 
not  possible  for  me,  I  think,  upon  a 
Motion  for  Adjournment,  to  enter  fully 
into  the  questions  raised  without  abroach 
of  the  Rules  of  Order.  All  I  can  say  is 
that  I  had  these  teleg^ms  before  me 
and  saw  them  for  the  first  time  when 
they  were  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Harbour  Division  of  Dablin 
(Mr.  T.  Harrington)  during  the  Debate- 
upon  the  Report  of  the  Special  Com- 
mission. I  gave  an  answer  then  which,, 
though  I  do  not  suppose  it  satisfied 
hon.  Members  opposite,  satisfied  the 
majority  of  the  House.  I  at  that  time 
stated  the  fact  that  I  had  never  hetud  of 
the  telegrams  ;  that  I  knew  nothing  of 
them ;  and  that,  so  far  as  I  knew,  Mr. 
Hoare,  the  Consul  at  New  York  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Times'  case.  The  statement  I  made  then 
I  now  repeat.  Never  in  my  conduct  'of 
the  case  had  I  had  any  information  from 
Mr.  Hoare,  whose  name  I  did  not  know. 

•(12.45.)  Mb.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Notting- 
ham, Rushcliffe) :  The  Attorney  General 
seems  to  think,  because  he  has  no  in- 
formation, what  is  complained  of  cannot 
have  happened.  That,  surely,  is  a 
strange  doctrine 

*Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  Question  before 
the  House  is  the  Motion  for  the  Ad- 
journment of  the  Debate. 

*Mb.  J.  E.  ELLIS:  It  is  upon  that 
Motion,  Sir,  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or 
two.  What  has  been  said  by  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Afbirs  really 
strengthens  the  reasons  for  adjournment. 
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I  would  appeal  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who,  I  suppose,  is  leading 
the  House  at  the  moment.  Here  we  have 
a  Vote,  in  which  is  included  payment  to 
British  Consuls,  and  the  conduct  of  one 
of  these  officials  has  been  seriously 
challenged.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  the 
Under  Secretary  is  without  information 
which  might  enable  him  to  contradict 
these  very  serious  charges.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  any  hon.  or  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man  being  in  possession  of  serious 
charges  against  a  subordinate  would 
suspend  payment  until  those  charges 
were  investisated.  I  think  it  is  only 
fair  to  a  Member  of  Her  Majesty's 
Service  that  we  should  suspend  action 
until  a  direct  official  contradiction  can 
be  given.  I  do  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  consent 
to  the  postponement  of  the  Vote. 

(12.48.)  The  CHANCELLOR  op  the 
EXCHEQUER  (Mr.  Qoschbs,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square)  :  We  cannot 
consent  to  an  adjournment  of  the'Debate. 
The  moaey  has  been  voted  in  Committee, 
and  we  are  now  on  the  Report  Sta^e, 
which  has  been  deferred  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  hon.  Gantlemen  opposite. 
This  point,  so  far  as  my  recollectiou  goes, 
was  not  raised  in  Committee. 

An  hon.  AIember  :  There  was  no  time. 

Me.  GOSCHEN  :  No  intimation  was 
given  that  this  point  would  be  rais3d, 
and  we  cannot  consent  to  a  further 
postponement  of  the  Report.  But  hon. 
Members  are  fully  entitled  to  put  down 
a  question  on  the  Paper,  and  if  they  will 
do  so,  and  give  sufficient  notice,  full 
inquiry  shall  be  made  and  answer  given 
to  these  allegations.  We  cannot,  by 
assenting  to  an  adjonrsment,  admit  that 
there  is  a  primd  facie  case  against  this 
official. 

(12.49.)  Mb.  a.  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.) :  I  submit  that  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  intends  for  an  answer  is 
no  answer  at  all.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  it  is  open  to  any  Member  to  ask 
a  question  as  to  the  conduct  of  any 
official,  but  it  is  also  true  that  this  is  the 
last  stage  upon  which  that  official's  salary 
can  effectually  be  dealt  with.  If  this 
Raport  is  passed,  the  Government  will 
Mr.  J.  E.  EUie 


be  put  in  funds  for  the  whole  of  this 
official's  salary,  and,  practically,  the  matter 
then  becomes  unchallengeable.  Now, 
this  is  a  charge  of  a  grave  dereliction  of 
public  duty  on  the  part  of  a  certain 
official,  details  of  names,  dates,  and  cir- 
cumstances have  been  put  forward,  the 
charge  is  put  forward  in  the  clearest, 
most  direct  way,  and  the  Grovernment 
are  bound  to  take  notice  of  it.  But  they 
have  sat  in  silence,  refusing  or  neglect- 
ing to  give  any  information.  What  other 
course  is,  then,  open  to  us  than  to  move 
the  adjournment,  in  order  that  the 
Government,  by  a  24  hours'  delay,  can 
ascertain  from  the  incriminated  official 
whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  repudiate 
the  chsirge  or  not  ?  Of  course,  the  Under 
Secretary  cannot  now  give  us  the  in- 
formation. It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
he  has  any  special  information  in  relation 
to  this  matter,  and  we  know  in  conneo- 
cion  with  the  Pamell  Commission  there 
has  been  a  careful  suppression  of  in- 
formation. But  it  is  very  easy  to  obtain 
information  in  the  present  instance.  All 
that  is  required  is  to,telegraph  to  New 
York  and  ask  this  officer  if  he  is  in  a 
position  to  deny,  or  is  obliged  to  admit, 
the  trnth  of  the  charge  made.  A 
direct  categorical  answer  would  be 
forthcoming  when  the  House  meets 
again,  and  on  Monday  the  Vote 
will  be  disposed  of  without  further  oppo- 
sition. But  that  the  Vote  should  be 
|>B8sed  without  any  explanation  scarcely 
becomes  the  gravity  of  the  allegation. 

.  •(12.53.)  Me.  BRYCE:  It  seems  to 
me  that  a  strong  case  has  been  made  out 
for  adjoiirnment,  unless  the  Government 
are  prepared  to  give  a  far  more  complete 
pledge  than  as  yet  they  have  given ;  » 
promise  not  only  that  inquiry  shall  be 
made,  but  that  the  House  shall  have  the 
opportunity  of  debating  the  result  of 
that  inquiry.  This  is  not  a  new  matter. 
We  fnlty  accept  the  statements  of  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
the  Attorney  General,  that  they  liave  told 
us  all  they  know  of  it,  and  the  langu^e 
of  the  Under  Secretary  shows  that  he 
looks  upon  this  as  a  very  g^ve  charge 
fully  deserving  investigation.  Bat 
neither  he  nor  tiie  Attorney  General  are 
able  to  give  us  any  information,  and,  on 
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(he  other  hand,  the  only  suggestion  made 
is  that  a  question  shoald  be  pnt  Aowa 
for  answer  at  Qnestion  time.  But  this 
is  not  at  all  the  manner  in  which  a 
matter  of  this  gravity  shoald  be  dealt 
with.  Stnc3  March  4th  the  Government 
have  known  of  these  allegations,  and 
inquiry  might  have  been  made  of  Mr. 
Soames,  and  the  whole  af&iir  probed  to 
the  bottom  in  the  interval.  The  House 
is  in  possession  of  some  control  over  the 
matter  now,  and  ought  not  lightly  to 
part  with  it.  I  am  unwilling  to  give  a 
Vote  for  delay,  but  I  shall  be  justified  in 
doing  so  unless  we  have  a  promise  from 
the  GoTemment  that  they  will  institute 
inquiry  into  the  whole  matter  raised  by 
these  tel^rams,  and  give  the  House  the 
opportunity  of  considering  it.  It  is  our 
duiy  to  make  a  protest  against  the 
Iaehe$  of  the  Cktvemment  in  not  at  once 
investigating  these  grave  charges  against 
one  of  Her  Majesty's  Consuls. 

(12.55.)     The  House  divided  :— Ayes 
58;  Noes  127.— (Div.  List,  No.  119.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That 
£307,909  stand  part  of  the  Resolution." 

(1.6.)  The  CHIEF  SECRETARY 
FOB  IRELAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E,) :  This  matter  need 
not  be  discussed  at  great  length, 
becaose  it  is  evident  there  is  no  real 
fonndation  for  the  adverse  criticism  on 
which  the  proposed  reduction  of  the 
salary  is  based.  The  statement  is  that 
Mr.  Soames  telegraphed  to  an  agent  of 
the  Times  in  America,  and  asserted  that 
Mr.  Hoare  had  authority  to  give  certain 
information.  The  whole  charge  is 
Used  upon  that.  In  the  series  of  tele- 
gmms  it  appears  that  this  agent  of  the 
Times  in  America,  with  whom  Mr. 
Soames  was  in  communication,  went  to 
Consul  Hoare,  who  was  civil  and  would 
tell  him  nothing. 

Me.  SEXTON:  That  is  not  all.  It 
wag  stated  that  Mr.  Hoare  could  not 
anist  in  any  way.  Of  course  he  could 
not  give  &cts  against  Irish  Members 
which  did  not  exist.  But  it  was  stated 
that  "All  informers'  Reports  passsd 
tiirongh  his  hands  and  were  sent  by  me 
here."      He  word  is  printed  "sent," 


but  in  the  original  it  is  "  seen."  They 
were  shown  by  Mr.  Hoare  to  the  private 
agent;  and  it  is  said,  "If  he  does  not 
know  the  names  himself  he  can  refer  you 
to  those  who  do." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  understand 
that  the  talegram  stating  that  Mr.  Hoare 
was  civil  stands  by  itself  and  does  not 
form  part  of  a  longer  telegram.  In  auy 
casj,  if  a  grave  ofEenca  was  committed, 
it  was  committed  by  the  Government 
at  home,  who  gave  this  imaginary 
authority  to  Consul  Hoare.  The  offence, 
if  there  was  one,  was  committed  by 
some  o£Scial  in  England,  and  not  by  Mr. 
Hoare,  and  if  Mr.  Hoare  had  given  any 
information  he  would  have  given  it 
under  orders.  Therefore,  it  is  not  Consul 
Hoare's  salary  that  ought  to  be  reduced. 
If  any  inquiry  is  desired  into  this 
imaginary  transaction  as  to  the  authority 
given  by  some  official  in  England  a 
question  may  be  put  on  the  Paper  and 
the  information  given  in  reply  thereto. 

.  (1.9.)  Mb.  SEXTON:  The  question 
is.  Is  the  British  Consul  at  New  York  an 
intermediary  for  the  transmission  of  the 
Reports  of  spies  and  informers  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Mr.  Soames 
apparently  knew  that  certain  Reports 
had  been  seen  in  L3ndon.  If  anyone  is 
to  blame  it  is  people  in  London,  and  not 
Consul  Hoare. 

(1.10.)  Mr.  KNOX  (Oavan,  W): 
In  the  first  place  I  think  the  Attorney 
General  ought  not  to  have  assumed  that 
this  was  a  direct  attack  upon  him.  It 
was  the  intsntion  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  raised  this  discussion  to  attack  the 
British  Consul  at  New  York. 

•The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir  R. 
Weboteb,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I  never  sug- 
gested it  was  an  attack  upon  me. 

•Mr.  KNOX:  The  Attorney  General 
said  he  had  answered  the  allegations  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Harbour  Division  three  months  ago.  I 
confess  I  have  looked  carefully  through 
the  speech  he  delivered  on  that  occasion. 
Although  he  dealt  at  length  with  certain 
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other  allegations  as  to  the  negotiations 
with  Sheridan,  I  cannot  find  any  refer- 
ence to  this  matter,  which,  snrelj,  is  a 
most  serious  one.  In  a  civilised  country 
the  main  duties  of  a  Consul  should  have 
regard  to  commercial  matters  only,  and 
should  have  nothing  to  do  with  police 
matters.  But  if  Mr.  Soames  is  correctly 
informed  this  Mr.  Hoare  is  a  sort  of 
secret  police  agent  of  the  Government 
in  America.  The  House  ought  to  have 
some  more  definite  information  on  the 
point,  and,  in  the  absence  of  it,  I  think 
my  hon.  Friend  will  be  justified  in 
pressing  this  matter  to  a  Division. 

(1.15.)  Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  It  seems  to  me  that  Mr. 
Soames  made  his  statements  on  good 
authority.  All  the  resources  of  the 
country  were  placed  at  his  disposal,  and 
apparently  the  Attorney  General  was  his 
master,  or  he  was  attorney  to  the 
Attorney  General.  The  character  of 
the  Government  depended  on  the  result 
of  these  transactions,  as  well  as  the  money 
of  the  Times.  If  Mr.  Soames  was  not 
responsible  for  these  statements  will  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  the  Chief 
Secretary,  give  us  the  name  of  the  man 
who  was  responsible  ?  We  often  talk  of 
the  dntiesof  ofiScialsof  the  British  Empire. 
We  think  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Her 
Majesty's  Consuls  to  be  the  intermediary 
■of  friendly  relations  between  different 
countries,  and  not  to  be  the  tool  and 
instrument  of  political  Parties  in  making 
accusations  against  the  characters  of 
other  persons  ;  that  is  what  has  been  done 
ill  this  case.  The  Government  have  not 
the  manliness  to  defend  this  Consul ; 
they  simply  fall  back  on  the  excuse, 
they  do  not  know  whether  he  did  what 
is  allied,  and  add  that  if  he  did  he  had 
no  authority  for  his  action. 

•(1.21.)  Mb.  BRYCB:  There  are  two 
totally  different  questions  before  us. 
It  would  be  most  unjust  to  blame 
Mr.  Hoare  for  anything  which  he 
did  at  the  command  of  his  ofiScial 
superiors,  but,  of  course,  if  he  acted 
as  is  alleged,  and  acted  in  concert  with 
the  agent  of  the  Tir/ies  on  his  own 
responsibility,  the  matter  bears  a  totally 
different  aspect.  We  have  received  no 
adequate  explanation  on  this  point,  and 
Mr.  Knox 


unless  our  minds  are  enlightened,  or  an 
undertaking  is  given  of  a  more  complete 
inquiry,  I  shall  support  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote.  If,  however,  it  is  shown  that 
Mr.  Hoare  acted  on  the  authority  of  the 
Government,  I  shall  not  vote  for  the 
reduction. 

(1.25.)  Me.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.): 
What  we  want  to  get  at  is  the  position 
of  Mr.  Hoare  in  this  matter.  He  is  the 
Representative  of  England  in  New  York, 
and  we  want  to  know  what  authority  he 
had  for  allowing  the  agent  of  the  Times 
to  inspect  his  papers  and  Reports.  On 
that  point,  the  Government  have  not 
vouchsafed  us  any  information,  and 
the  impression  left  on  my  mind  is  that 
the  Motion  for  the  reduction  of  this  Vote 
is  amply  justified  by  the  fact  that  this 
Consul  identified  himself  with  the  agents 
of  the  Tim£s  in  a  conspiracy  to  defame 
and  destroy  the  character  of  the  Irish 
Parliamentary  Representatives.  I  hold 
that  we  are  entitled  to  demand  from  the 
Government  some  more  exhaustive  and 
elaborate  explanation  than  we  have  yet 
had. 

(1.27.)  De.  tanner  (CorkCo.,  Mid) : 
I  desire  t^  protest  in  the  strongest  and 
most  emphatic  manner  against  the  con- 
spiracy of  silence  which  has  to-night 
characterised  the  conduct  of  the  Gh>veni- 
ment.  At  the  outset  of  this  Debate, 
when  these  charges  were  pushed  home 
with  so  much  effect  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Belfast,  the 
Government  sat  silent,  and  this  is  always 
their  policy  when  they  are  not  up  to 
their  work.  We  know  very  well  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  in  com- 
mon with  most  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  is  following  out  the  policy  of 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

•Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the 
Amendment. 

De.  TANNER:  I  was  trying  to  address 
myself  to  what  has  taken  place  in  con- 
nection with  this  Debate,  and  I  was  just 
coming  to  the  point  of  the  reduction  of 
this  Vote,  and  the  action  of  this  gentle- 
man in  America,  and  the  responsibility 
of  the  Government  for  it.  I  appeal  to  the 
common-sense  of  the  House.  \LauglUe7:] 
Hon.  Members  may  laugh,  but  I  appeal 
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to  the  good  feeling  of  the  House  in  this 
m&tter,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  deal  with 
the  matter  in  a  way  which  I  am  afraid 
the  present  state  of  feeling  will  hardly 
allow 

•Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  not  speaking  with  any 
relevancy  to  the  matter  under  discus- 
don. 

Db.  tanner  :  All  I  want  to  do  is  to 
ask  the  Government  to  delay  further 
discussion  on  the  point,  in  order  to  give 
time  for  a  proper  inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  Telegrams  have 
been  read  from  Belfast  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mayo  which  have 
not  been  disproved  by  the  Government, 
who  hare  entirely  failed  to  establish  their 
case,  and  yet  we  are  asked  to  go  tcr  a 
Division  on  the  point  at  a  time  when  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Press  to  report  what 
takes  place. 

•Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
Question  is,  that  the  sum  of  £307,509 
stand  part  of  the  Resolution. 

(1.30.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
128;  Noes  52.— (Div.  List,  No.  120.) 

•Mr.  speaker  :  The  Question  ia,  that 
the  House  agree  with  the  Committee  in 
the  said  Resolution. 

(1.43.)  Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON:  I 
submit,  Sir,  that  I  am  in  order  in  rising 
to  point  out 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  Does  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man rise  to  a  point  of  order  ? 

Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON:  Yes,  Sir,  I 
do.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  was 
addressing  the  House,  and  you  rose  and 
called  him  to  order  because  he  had  not 
addressed  himself  to  the  Vote,  where- 
upon you  immediately  put  the  Question. 
I  want  to  ask  whether  it  is  not  the 
custom  and  practice  of  the  House,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  Rules  of  the 
House,  that  the  hon.  Member  should 
bave  been  requested  to  resume  his  seat 
before  the  Question  was  put  ? 
•Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
resumed  his  seat  without  being  requested, 
and  then  I  put  the  Question. 

Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON:  I  wish  to 

say 

•Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON :  On  another 
p«»nt 


•Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
Question  is,  that  the  House  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution. 

Main  Question  proposed,  "That  this 
House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in 
the  said  Resolution." 

Mr.  BLANE:  There  are  some  other 
charges  against  the  Consul  General  at 
New  York.  Of  course,  the  House  is  well 
aware  of  the  Treaty  with  the  United 
States  of  1792 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  :  I  rise  to  order.  I 
wish  to  ask  whether  the  question  of  the 
salary  of  the  Consul  General  has  not  been 
settled  1 

•Mr.  SPEAKER:  That  question  is 
settled  already. 

Mb.  BLANE :  I  wish  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  general  Vote — not  upon  this 
particular  Consul's  salary,  but  upon  the 
general  Vote. 

Mb.  GEDGE  rose  in  his  place  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

•Mb.  speaker  :  The  ayes  have  it. 

Dr.  tanner  :  The  noes  have  it. 
•Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 

too  late.     

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  can  assure  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  said  "No." 

•Mb.  SPEAKER :  Of  course,  I  take  the 
hon.  Member's  word  fur  it. 

Question  pat,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

(1.45.)  The  House  divided: — Ayes 
127;  Noes  38.— (Div.  List,  No.  121.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "That  this 
House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in 
the  said  Resolution." 

(1.55.)  The  House  divided: — Ayes 
128;  Noes  42.— (Div.  List,  No.  122.) 

ELECTRIC  LlttHTlNG  ACTS  AMEKD- 

MEirr (SCOTLAND)  BILL (No.  239.) 

OOMMTTTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

(2.9.)    Mb.  CONYBEARE:  I  object. 

[Sir  E.  Clabee  took  the  Chair.] 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  agreed  to. 
Mb.  CONYBEARE:  I  object. 
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Clause  2. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  The  Question 


18 

that  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  objected.  Sir, 
to  Clanse  1  being  taken. 

The  CHAIRMAJf :  No  hon.  Member 
moved  to  report  Progress  on  the  Question 
being  put. 

Mb.    CONYBEARE  :  But  I  objected. 

The  chairman  :  The  Question  is 
that  Section  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill. 
The  hon.  Member  can  now  move  to 
report  Progress. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE :  I  did  not  move 
that,  but  I  said  I  objected  to  Clause  1 
being  put  and  carried.     I  objected,  and 

the  Chairman  had  no  business  to  say 

[Cries  o/ "Order!".] 

(2.11.)  The  CHAIRMAN :  When  I 
put  the  Question,  "  That  Clause  1  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,"  if  anj  hon.  Member 
had  said  "  No,"  it  would  have  been  my 
duty  to  leave  the  Chair,  but  no  one  did 
so.  [Cries  of  "  Yes."]  Do  I  understand 
that  the  hon.  Member  now  moves  to 
report  Progress? 

Db.  tanner  :  Usually  at  such  an 
hour — that  is  to  say,  after  12  o'clock 
— when  anyone  "objects"  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  when  he  is  pre- 
siding, explains  to  the  hon.  Member 
that  such  an  objection  is  not  valid,  but 
that  it  is  possible  for  him  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  the  clause  by  moving  to 
report  Progress.  That  is  the  method  of 
procedure  adopted  by  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  ;  but  on  this  occasion  you, 
Sir,  put  the  clause  and  declared  it  car- 
ried in  the  face  of  objection,  though  it 
was  probably  made  out  of  form  and  by 
mistake. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  Question 
now  before  the  Committee  is,  "That 
Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill."  I 
put  that  Question,  and  if  any  hon. 
Member  says  "  No  "  I  at  once  leave  the 
Chair. 

(2.12.)  Me.  CONYBEARE :  As  you 
pat  Clause  1,  in  face  of  my  opposition,  I 
want  to  know  what  remedy  we  have  and 


how  we  can  go  back  to  that  clause,  so  as  to 
state  oar  objection  to  it  on  some  other 
occasion.  I  wished  to  oppose  the 
clause,  but  I  objected  altogether  to 
going  on  with  the  Bill  at  this  hour.  I 
desire  to  be  informed  whether  we  shall 
have  any  opportunity  of  discussing 
Clause  1 1 

(2.13.)  Mb.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire. 
Brigg) :  The  moment  Clause  1  was  put 
several  Members  said  "  No."  [CrtM  of 
"Name."] 

Me.  BRUNNER  :  I  said  "  No." 

Mb.  HALLEY  STEWART :  I  also 
said  "  No." 

Mr.  BRUNNER  :  Several  hon.  Mem- 
bers around  me  said  the  same,  although 
it  may  not  have  reached  the  Chair. 

(2.14.)  The  CHAIRMAN :  There  is 
no  question  of  order  now  before  the 
Committee.  When  I  first  put  the  Qnes. 
tion  there  was  no  n^ative.  Progress 
has  now  been  moved ;  therefore,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Rules,  I  now  leave  the 
Chair. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

(2.15.)  Me.  SPEAKER  having 
resumed  the  Chair, 

Mb.  BRUNNER:  May  I  ask,  Mr. 
Speaker,  how  far  we  have  got  with  this 
Biin 

•Mb.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  I 
know  nothing  of  what  passes  in  Com- 
mittee. 

MOTIOJtr. 


DRAINAGE   AND   IMPBOVEIIENT    OF   LAND 

(IRELAND)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Lav  relating  to  the  Drainage  and 
Improvement  of  Land  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  Mr.  Deasy, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  and  Mr.  Chance. 
Bill  preeented,  and  read  fint  time  [Bill  326.] 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 

after  Two  o'clock  till 

Monday  next. 
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HOUSE     OP    LOEDS, 
Monday,  9th  June,  1890. 


BOfAL  ASSENT— COMMISSION. 
Thfc  following  Bills  received  the  Royal 
Assent: — 

1.  Castoms  and  Inland  Bevenne. 
.  2k.  Merchant  Shipping  Acts  Amend- 
ment. 

PAC?OBS  (SCOTLAND)   BILL.— (No.  8)1.) 
Bill  ^by  leave  of   the  House)  with- 
dnvn.    ' 

OOTNTY  COUNCILLORS    (QUALIFIOA- 
TION  OP  WOMEN)  BILL.— (No.  50.) 
SECOND  EEADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

•The  Kablop  MKATH  :  My.Lords,  as 
an  Alderman  of  the  London  jDounty 
Gonncil,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee npon  which  two  ladies  are  at  the 
present  time  sitting,  it  would  be,  perhaps, 
as  well  if,  in  asking  your  Lordiihips  to 
read  this  Bill  a  second  time,  I  were  to 
give  a  very  short  historical  sketch  of  the 
position  of  the  question  at  this  moment, 
as  well  as  a.  statament  of  the  reasons 
why  L  think  ladies  ought  to  be  enabled 
to  at  upon  these  County  Councils. 
Owing'  to  doubts  as  to  the  intention 
of  .the  'L3gislatnre  in  passing  the  Local 
QOTemment  Act  of  1888,  Brixton  and 
Bow  elected  two  ladies  to'  sit .  on  the 
Ixmdon  (Vmnty  Council,  and  the  London 
Oouity  Council  were  so  aware  of  the 
benefit  which  the  presence  of  .women 
wonld  confer  upon  them  in  considering 
tbe  important  questions,  especially  social 
questions  which  came  before  them,  that 
they  were  not  content  with  the  presence 
of  the  two  ladies  thus  elected,  but  they 
themselves  as  a  body  elected  a  third 
lady  (Miss  Cons)  as  an  Alderman,  if  that 
is  a  proper  grammatical  expression  to 
make  use  of.  When  Lady  Sandhurst,  as 
yanr  Lordships  are  aware,  was  unseated, 
l&s  Cobden  and  Miss  Cons  retired  of 
thatr  own  accord  from  the  Council  for  a 
twelvemonth;  but,  in  accordance  with 
advice  they  received,  and  trusting  in  a 
daoae  of  the  MunicipsJ  Corporations  Act, 
1882,  to  the  effect  that  if  their  seats 
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were  not  contested  within  12  months 
their  election  should  be  deemed  to  all 
intents  a  good  and  valid  election,  th»y 
at  the  end  of  the  12  months  re-took  l^eir 
seats.  Since  then  one  of  their  colleagues 
(Sir  Walter  de  Souza)  has  challenged 
their  position,  and  at  this  moment  the 
case  is  in  the  Law  Courts;  and  if 
those  ladies  lose  their  seats  they 
wiU  be  fined  j£250  each  for  having 
given  five  votes,  half  of  which 
sum  goes  to  the  informer.  Whatever 
the  decision  of  the  Courts  of  Law  may 
be  in  the  case  of  these  two  ladies,  there 
is  no  question  that  in  any  future  elec- 
tion it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Retoming 
Officer,  if  a  woman's  name  ia  put  upon' 
the  list,  to  refuse  to  accept  her  nomina- 
tion. It  is,  therefore,  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  those  who  think  it  dear- 
able  that  women  should  occupy  seats  on 
County  Councils  that  this  Bill,  which  I 
have  laid  upon  the  Table,  should  be 
passed  before  the  next  election  in  1892. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  think  this  is 
a  political  question.  If  it  were  merely 
a  political  question  you  would  not 
see  me  standing  here  taking  a  pro- 
minent part  in  the  discussion.  I 
look  upcHi  it  as  a  social  question,  and 
more  especially  as  a  question  of  ad- 
ministration. I  will  g-o  furthei  and  say 
that  I  do  not  think  that  any  subject 
which  is  a  woman's  question  can  be  a 
Party  question.  Women,  in  this  country 
at  all  events,  are  more  than  half  the 
population.  We '  all  know  that  women 
will  have  their  way,  and  I  think 
it  is  impossible  for  any  Party  in  these 
days  to  oppose  the  legitimate  aspirations  - 
of  women.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  this 
subject  will  not  be  made  a  Party  ques- 
tion, but  that  in  the  decision  of  it  the 
votes  which  will  be  given  will  come 
from  both  sides  of  the -House.  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  contend  that  I  am  asking 
for  the  recognition  of  no  new  principle. 
Women  are  at  present  elected  to  serve 
on  School  Boards  and  Boards  of 
Guardians.  They  have  been  elected 
on  School  Boards  since  1871,  and 
as  Poor  Law  Guardians  since  1875. 
Every  year  the  number  of  women 
thus  elected  increases.  In  1871 
there  were  only  eight  women  elected  to 
serve  on  School  Boards ;  there  are  now 
80.  Consequently,  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  the  administrative  capacities 
of  women  have  approved  themselves  to 
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the  voters,  and  that  their  valae  is  now 
10  times  more  recognised  than  it 
was  in  1871.  I  think  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  from  the  increase  in  the  numbers 
of  women  elected,  that  they  have  shown 
their  capacity  in  carrying  ont  adminis- 
trative work  in  those  two  positions,  on 
Boards  of  Guardians  and  on  School 
Boards.  The  Right  Hon.  James  Stans- 
feld,  on  two  occasions  the  head  of  the 
Poor  Law  Department,  has  said  that — 

"  It  is  run  and  preposterous  to  imiigine  that 
men  can  admiaister  the  Poor  Law  as  well  with- 
out as  with  the  assistance  of  women." 

The  veiy  recent  election  of  a  lady  as  a 
Poor  Law  Guardian  in  Shad  well,  I  think, 
is  a  proof  that  electors  believe  in  the  truth 
of  that  assertion.  She  was  in  no  way  con- 
sulted upon  the  matter,  but  found  one 
morning  that  she  was  elected  as  a  Poor 
Law  Guardian  by  the  electors  of  that 
district.  Women  have  shown  in  those 
two  departments  their  capacity  for 
administrative  work.  I  contend  that 
the  work  of  the  London  County  Council, 
at  all  events,  and  of  a  large  number 
of  other  Councils,  is  not  greatly 
different  from  the  work  of  the  two 
bodies  I  have  mentioned — the  School 
Boards  and  the  Boards  of  Guardians. 
What  is  the  work  of  the  London  County 
Council  which  we  specially  want  women's 
aid  in  t  One  of  the  most  important  con- 
siderations is  that  we  in  the  London 
Counly  Council  have  under  our  charge  a 
large  number  of  babies,  who  are  placed 
in  what  are  called  baby  &rms;  and  I 
think  it  is  simply  ridiculous  to  expect 
men  to  go  and  inspect  these  babies  and 
report  upon  them.  We  want  women  to 
do  that  kind  of  work.  There  are  certain 
kinds  of  work  which  women  are  more 
capable  of  doing  than  men,  and  I  assert 
that  use  ought  to  be  made  of  women  in 
every  way  in  which  they  can  possibly 
be  made  useful,  and  that  they  should 
be  assisted  to  take  their  place  in 
the  afEairs  of  Local  Government. 
Then,  besides  baby  farms,  there  are 
female  industrial  schools.  Not  only  are 
women  more  capable  than  men  of  looking 
after  girls,  but  they  are  more  capable  of 
looking  after  the  boys  also.  Then  there 
are  a  large  number  of  female  luna- 
tics under  the  charge  of  the  Council. 
Thera  are  at  this  moment  9,280  pauper 
lunatics  under  their  chaise.  In  Hanwell 
alone  there  are  1,900,  and  of  those 
1,900,  1,100  are  women.  One  of  our 
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Committees  went  down  the  other  day  to* 
inspect  that  lunatic  asylum,  and  in 
passing  through  the  wards  the  members- 
witnessed,  as  usual,  the  saddest  scenes. 
One  of  the  women  patients  approached, 
and,  addressing  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee,  said,  "What  business, 
have  you  here,  sir?"  and  the  gentleman 
addressed  felt  the  truth  of  the  remark,, 
for  he  had  been  witnessing  what  could 
only  be  called  very  indecent  exhibitions, 
which,  of  course,  the  poor  women  them- 
selves were  perfectly  unconscious  of. 
He  felt,  therefore,  that  there  waa  a 
great  deal  of  truth  in  what  that  poor 
half-witted  woman  said  to  him.  In 
addition  to  those  subjects  which  are-- 
essentially  work  for  women,  there  are 
other  matters  upon  which  women  are 
quite  as  competent  as  men  to  form  an 
opinion.  Those  subjects  are  hygfiene, 
sanitation,  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes  (four-fifths  of  whom  are  women 
and  children),nutters  relating  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  social 
reforms  generally.  I  assert  that  women,, 
as  a  general  rule,  are  more  fitted  than 
men  to  discuss  and  determine  social 
questions  and  matters  of  detail  of  that 
character,  and  for  this  reason  :  There 
are  a  larger  number  of  women  of  leisure 
who  are  occupied  in  going  in  and  ont 
among  the  poorer  classes,  and  who  have 
practical  knowledge  of  the  Buffering  and 
needs  of  those  poor  creatures.  It  is, 
therefore,  distinctly  in  the  interests  of 
the  poor  men  and  women  that  women 
should  be  admitted  to  serve  on  the 
County  Councils.  It  is  not  a  question 
for  the  rich ;  it  is  a  question  for  the 
poor,  and  I  ask  your  Lordships,  in  justice 
to  the  poor,  to  pass  this  Bill.  We  have 
heard  it  said,  however,  that  women  have 
a  heart,  but  not  an  intellect.  I  think, 
my  Lords,  that  what  we  have  been 
enabled  to  read  in  the  newspapers  within 
the  last  day  or  two  will  prove 
the  contrary  of  that  doctrine.  I 
think,  my  Lords,  the  triumphs  of  Mre. 
Butler  and  Miss  Fawcett  will  show  that 
women  are  capable  of  doing  all,  in- 
tellectually, that  men  can  achieve. 
Indeed,  I  think  we  may  take  a  higher 
ground,  and  say  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
those  who  oppose  this  measure  to  prove 
that  women  are  not  capable  of  doing  the 
work.  If  there  were  any  force  in  the 
arguments  used  by  those  who  do  not 
desire    to    see    women    sitting  on  the 
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County  Councils,  they  -would  only  show 
that  the  electors  who  have  returned  the 
ladies  to  serTO  on  the  School  Boards  and 
Boards  of  Guardians  have  not  known 
what  is  the  best  thing  for  their  own 
interests.  After  an  experience  of  18 
months,  yon  find  that  the  London  County 
Conncil  are  sending  in  a  Petition,  which 
I  have  presented  to-day,  signed  by  75 
members,  a  majority  of  the  Council, 
adrocating  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  also,  a  list  (which  I  am 
not  Koing  to  trouble  your  Lordships  by 
reading  through)  of  all  the  clubs  and 
associations  and  public  meetings  which 
hare  sent  me  Petitions  and  resolations  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.  I  find  that  there  are 
21  in  London  and  35  in  the  Provinces, 
representing,  I  venture  to  say,  a  very 
laige  number  of  women  throughout  the 
country.  As  another  proof  that  the 
London  County  Council  appreciate  the 
presence  of  ladies  among  them,  I  may 
mention  that  when  Miss  Cons  and  Miss 
Cobden  retired  for  atwelvemonth  from  the 
Council  they  were  invited  to  sit  as 
visitors  on  the  Committee  on  which  they 
were  then  serving  as  members  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  their  advice,  as  they 
could  not  vote.  I  said  just  now  that  I 
think  women  are  more  capable  of  dealing 
with  social  matters  than  men,  owing  to 
their  practical  experience,  and  perhaps 
it  may  not  be  generally  known  how 
large  is  the  number  of  educated  and 
refined  ladies  who  are  occupied  in 
benevolent  and  charitable  work,  going 
in  and  out  among  the  dwellings  of  the 
poor.  Li  one  Society  alone,  of  which  I 
know,  there  are  28,942  women  so  em- 
ployed, all  ladies  of  birth  or  education. 
That  is  only  one  instance,  and  there  are 
many  other  societies  of  a  similar 
character.  The  fact  is,  that  women  have 
more  leisure  than  men.  Then  it  may  be 
said,  "  Why  cannot  you  ask  these  ladies 
to  attend  as  visitors  to  act  and  give 
their  assistance  in  that  way?"  Of  course, 
it  is  better  they  should  be  there  as 
visitors  than  not  at  all ;  but  there  is 
this  very  great  difference  :  that  if  they 
are  elected  and  placed  upon  the  Councils 
they  will  be  able  to  visit  these  institutions 
with  soms  authority,  not  as  busybodies, 
and  point  out  with  authority  what  is 
wrong,  and  come  back  and  defend  in  the 
Conncil  Chamber  the  action  they  have 
taken.  The  London  County  Council 
a   resolution    not   long   ago   to 


erect  a  model  lodging-house.  Now, 
I  ask  your  Lordships  whether  yon 
do  not  think  that  the  advice  of  women 
would  be  invaluable  in  the  arrangement 
and  management  of  such  an  institution 
as  that  ?  I  will  tell  your  Lordships  one 
thing  which  will  show  why  we  members 
of  the  London  County  Council  believe 
we  cannot  properly  do  our  work  without 
the  assistance  of  women.  We  are  not 
going  to  erect  lodging-houses  for  women. 
We  are  doing  so  for  men,  though  lodging- 
houses  are  a  great  deal  more  wanted  for 
women ;  but  we  are  holding  back  because 
we  feel  that  we  ourselves  dare  not  erect 
lodging-houses  for  women  as  long  as  we 
have  not  more  ladies  on  the  Council 
to  direct  and  manage  them.  The 
other  day  one  of  our  Committees- 
went  to  visit  one  of  onr  institutions.- 
On  that  Committee  were  seven  gentle- 
men and  one  lady.  Part  of  their  duly 
was  to  inspect  the  wash-houses.  The 
seven  gentlemen  marched  through  the 
wash-houses,  the  lady  following  meekly 
behind.  Well,  the  gentlemen  admired 
everything — they  never  saw  anything- 
so  magnificent  and  beautiful,  and  they 
praised  the  officials  up  to  the  skies.  But 
the  lady  hung  back  a  little  and  examined 
for  herself,  and  when  she  came  out  she- 
had  not  quite  such  a  seraphic  look  of 
contentment  upon  her  face  as  the  other 
members  of  the  Committee.  She  told 
them  some  of  the  arrangements  were  not 
quite  so  good  as  they  thought,  and  she 
brought  them  back.  They  found  out  a 
good  many  things  which,  if  allowed  to 
pass,  might  have  led  to  mischief,  especially^ 
to  contagious  diseases  and  ophthalmia. . 
I  think,  therefore,  that  women's  aptitude 
for  details  would  do  a  great  deal,  to  im-  - 
prove  our  institutions  and  buildings.. 
Then  another  consideration  is,  that 
we  are  becoming  more  democratic. 
We  know  from  the  experience  they 
have  had  in  America  that,  although 
democratic  institutions  have  their  good 
points,  they  have  their  weak  ones.  We 
have  seen  that  in  America  in  Municipal 
elections  and  in  Local  Government  afEairs 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  jobbery 
and  corruption.  Women  are  not  so 
open  to  those  temptations  as  are  men, 
and  I  venture  to  assert  that  if  there 
were  more  women  upon  our  County 
Councils  there  would  be  less  danger  in 
that  particular  direction.  Then,  again, 
my  Lords,  I  do  not  think  that  anyone  can 
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be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  order, 
decency,  and  cleanliness  of  our  streets. 
I  do  not  know  anything  more  filthy  and 
di<>gasting  than  the  streets  of  London. 
In  walking  through  them  on  a  windy 
day,  one  is  blinded  by  the  flying  dust 
<*nd  covered  with  mnd  in  wet  weather. 
Women's  love  of  order  and  cleanliness 
wonld  do  a  great  deal  to  remedy  what 
may  fairly  be  considered  a  disgrace  to 
the  streets  of  London.  Woman's  love  of 
the  beautiful,  also,  would  not  tolerate 
miles  of  houses  without  trees,  shrubs, 
and  flowers.  Womr.n,  too,  would  not  be 
satisfied  with  a  merely  physical  cleansing 
of  our  cities  ;  they  would  undoubtedly, 
also,  do  their  best  to  effect  a  moral  clean- 
sing as  well.  They  would  also  nse  their 
influence  on  behalf  of  temperance,  pro- 
viding open  spaces,  the  erection  of  model 
lodging-houses,  public  baths,  the  inspec- 
tion of  markets,  cow-houses,  and  dairies, 
slaughter-houses  (and  a  most  important 
matter  in  connection  with  slaughter- 
houses is  the  prevention  of  cruelty  there), 
the  suppression  of  houses  of  ill-fame, 
the  prevention  of  indecent  exhibitions, 
enforcing  measures  with  regard  to  the 
adalteration  of  food  and  the  pollution  of 
water,  and  in  many  other  directions 
Tho83  are  all  subjects  on  which  I  feel 
confident  that  women  could  give  valuable 
assistance.  Can  it  bs  doubted  that  if  we 
could  get  such  women  as  Miss  Octavia 
Uill  and  Mrs.  Fawcett  elected  upon  the 
London  CJouiity  Council  we  should  vastly 
benefit  thereby?  My  Lords,  after  this 
discussion  is  closed,  your  Lordships  will 
consider  the  great  subject  of  sweating 
which  has  been  brought  to  your  notice 
by  tiie  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Dun- 
raven).  I  venture  to  say  that  if  our 
Municipal  Bodies  did  their  duty,  and  if 
the  various  Local  Bodies  of  this  vast 
Metropolis  did  their  duty — I  do  not  say 
that  they  would  be  able  to  cure  thess 
evils — they  could  not  do  that,  but  at  all 
events  they  would  not  be  nearly  so  bad 
as  they  are  at  present.  But  I  do  think 
one  way  of  checking  these  evils  is  to 
obtain  the  services  of  as  many  educated 
and  refined  women  as  you  can  with 
leisure  on  their  hands  to  assist  the  Local 
Vestries,  the  London  County  Council,  and 
in  the  future  the  District  County  Councils 
to  do  their  duty.  My  Lords,  publicans, 
slum-owners,  and  jerry-builders  have  too 
long  held  the  field.  "They  it  is  who,  as  a 
general  rule,  have  managed  to  get  them- 
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selves  elected  upon  the  small  Local 
Bodies ;  and  I  do  think  it  is  time  that 
those  who  get  themselves  elected  upon 
those  Local  Bodies,  in  a  great  measure 
for  the  purpose  of  stopping  reforms, 
should  give  place  to  those  who  will  take 
their  seats  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
and  advancing  reforms.  I  think,  my 
Lords,  in  enabling  women  to  take  their 
seats  on  the  County  Councils  and  Dis- 
trict Councils  you  may  feel  confident 
that  yon  will  not  be  adding  to  those  who, 
by  reason  of  the  temptations  to  which 
they  may  be  exposed,  will  be  disposed 
rather  to  hinder  reform  than  to  advance 
it.  Women  are  asking  for  this  privilege 
in  very  large  numbers,  as  is  shown  by  the 
Petitions  and  resolutions  which  I  have 
placed  upon  your  Lordships'  Table. 
Whether  they  succeed  this  year  or  the 
next,  of  this,  at  all  events,  1  am  confident, 
that  within  a  comparatively  short  period 
they  will  have  gained  their  object,  and 
it  will  be  a  matter  of  astonishment  to 
succeeding  generations  that  for  so  many 
years  women  should  have  been  excluded 
from  the  Local  Government  of  their 
country. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»." 
—(The  Lord  Chaworth,  E.  3featk.) 

*Eael  COWPER:  My  Lords,  it  is 
with  great  deference  to  your  Lordshi]-s 
and  to  my  noble  Friend  that  I  venture 
to  move  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months.  In  dealing 
with  this  subject  I  hope  to  treat  it 
in  a  serious  manner.  I  think  it  has 
too  often  been  the  case,  when  Female 
Suffrage  and  other  matters  of  that  kind 
have  been  alluded  to,  that  it  has  been 
attempted  to  put  them  aside  with  a 
joke  or  a  sneer,  and  to  treat  them  in  an 
unbecoming  way.  Certainly,  I  will  not 
fall  into  any  fault  of  that  kind.  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  think  that  the  noble 
Earl  who  has  brought  forward  this  mea- 
sure has  quite  done  justice  to  the  great 
body  to  which  .he  belongs — the  London 
County  Council.  His  speech  would  lead 
one  to  believe  that  the  duties  of  County 
Councillors  are,  to  a  great  extent,  to  go 
about  and  personally  inspect  Lunatic 
Asylums,  male  and  female  ;  to  superin- 
tend bal>y  farms,  and  to  superintend 
reformatories — in  fact,  to  act  the  part  of 
District  Visitors  throughout  the  Metro- 
polis. But  the  London  County  Council 
is  a  body  of  the  very  highest  importance ; 
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hardlj  second  in  importance  to  the 
Honse  of  Commons  itself.  I  tliink 
the  difference  between  the  Loudon 
County  Council  and  the  House  of  Com- 
mons is  more  with  regard  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  interests  involved  and  the 
nnirersality  of  the  interests  involved  in 
the  one  case  compared  to  the  other  than  in 
any  difference  actually  in  kind.  Though, 
of  course,  the  interests  with  which  the 
London  Counfy  Council  are  concerned  are 
not  so  great  as  those  dealt  with  by  the 
Honse  of  Commons,  yet  they  are  un- 
donbtedly  enormous.  One  has  only  to 
look  through  the  eloquent  address  which 
was  made  by  my  noble  Friend  Lord 
Rosebery  to  the  body  over  which  he  so 
worthily  presides  to  see  how  great  those 
interests  are.  We  have  only  to  look 
casnally  at  the  newspapers  in  order  to 
see  the  enormous  number  of  meetings 
they  held  in  the  year,  the  number  of 
Committees  appointed,  the  enormous 
soms  of  money  which  can  be  spent  by 
those  Committees,  and  the  great  intereste 
involved  in  their  proceedings.  We  saw 
on  one  occasion  there  was  a  question 
debated  in  which  more  than  £1,000,000 
was  concerned.  In  fact,  the  interests 
are  perfectly  gigantic,  and  they  will  con- 
tinually increase,  because  I  have  no 
doubt  that  in  a  short  time  the  County 
Council  will  have  to  exercise  a  more 
direct  influence  over  paving  and  lighting 
Buttars,  and  those  sort  of  things.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  they  will  have  more 
entirely  the  business  committed  to  them 
which  is  now  transacted  by  Local 
Bodies,  as  well  as  much  of  that 
now  undertaken  by  Government ;  and 
great  as  their  business  now  is  it  will 
be  much  grater  in  a  few  years ;  in  fact, 
it  will  certainly  become  nothing  less  than 
the  administration  in  all  branches  of  the 
afbirs  of  more  than  4,000,000  of  people. 
My  Lords,  I  cannot  but  think  that  if  we 
admit  women  into  the  London  County 
Council  there  will  be  really  no  valid 
reason  why  we  should  not  aidmit  them 
into  the  House  of  Commons.  I  do  not 
think  anybody  can  show  that  there  is 
mnch  difference  between  the  two  cases ; 
perhaps  some  attempt  to  do  so  may  be 
made  in  the  course  of  this  Debate.  The 
County  Council,  like  the  Honse  of  Com- 
mons, do  a  great  deal  of  their  work  in 
open  assembly  ;  but  they  also  do  a  great 
dealof  their  work  by  Committees,  andmany 
of  those  Committees  are  concerned  with 


subjects  in  which  women  and  children 
are  most  intimately  interested;  and 
I  believe  that  on  many  Com- 
mittees of  your  Lordships'  House  and 
the  other  Honse  of  Parliament  there 
are  subjects  discussed,  with  regard  to 
which  it  may  be  said  that  the  presence 
of  women  upon  them  would  be  most 
advantageous.  I  daresay,  for  example, 
that  Committee  of  which  we  have  heard 
so  much  lately — the  Sweating  Committee 
— might  have  been  much  better  for  the  pre- 
sence of  a  lady  on  it  ;  and  I  am  not  sure 
that  in  Debate  in  this  or  the  other  House 
light  mignt  not  he  thrown  up<m  the  sub- 
jects discussed,  and  great  benefit  derived 
from  the  presence  of  women.  My  Lords, 
my  object  in  .making  these  remarks  is  to 
show  that  the  subject  which  we  are 
to-night  discussing  is  only  part  of  a 
larger  question ;  and  if  we  go  so  far  as 
is  suggested  by  the  Bill  before  us  we 
must,  I  think,  logically  go  a  great  deal 
further.  In  fact,  the  great  question  is 
forced  upon  us,  to  a  certain  extent, 
whether  we  are  or  are  not  to  undertake 
thegigantic  experiment  of  placing  women 
on  a  political  equality  with  men.  Now, 
my  Lords,  I,  for  one,  must  say 
that  I  am  opposed  to  this,  and 
I  am  opposed  to  it  chiefly  in 
the  interests  of  women  themselves. 
Nobody  is  more  aware  than  I  am 
of  tho  enormous  influence  for  good 
of  women  in  this  world.  It  would 
be  foolish  to  deny  it;  but  I  think  this  in- 
fluence;, great  as  it  is,  is  generally  in 
proportion  to  their  nnobtrusiveness.  I 
think  most  of  us,  from  our  own  personal 
experience,  may  well  say  that  those 
women  who  have  gone  to  their  graves 
having  done  most  real  good — ^having  ex- 
ercised the  best,  the  highest  sort  of 
influence,  and  performed  best  those 
purposes  for  which  a  human  being  is 
sent  into  the  world — are  those  women 
whose  names  have  very  often  never  been 
heard  of  beyond  their  own  immediate 
circle.  My  Lords,  I  will  notice  an 
historical  fact,  and  I  do  it  for  a  certain 
purpose,  which  I  will  explain.  It  is 
obvious  to  everybody  that  the  great  in- 
fluence of  women  for  good  in  this  world 
arose  very  much  with  the  dawn  of 
Christianity,  and  was  very  closely  as- 
sociated with  it.  We  may  see  this  by 
comparing  the  position  of  women  in 
Christian  countries  with  that  held  by 
them  in   Pagan   and   Mahomedan  corn- 
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inanities,  and  in  countries  where  other 
religions  than  Christianity  prevail.  From 
the  time  of  the  New  Testement  down- 
wards women  have  filled  a  great  place  in 
human  history.    There  has  been  as  many 
women  as  men  among  the  saints.     But 
from  the  time  of  the  Apostles  women 
have  been  most  strenuously  discouraged 
in  making  an  appearance   as  preachers 
and   speakers    upon    public    platforms. 
This  tends  to  prove  that  the  best  and 
highest    influence    of    women    is    per- 
fectly consistent  with  abstaining  from 
publicity.     I  am  very  desirous  that  those 
who  take  the  line  I  do  should  not  be 
accused  of  wishing  to  treat  women  as 
mere  dolls,  and  that  any  nonsense  of  that 
sort  should  not  be  attributed  to  them.    T 
would  repudiate  any  suggestion  of  that 
sort.     On  the  contrary,  we  take  that  line 
because  we    are   so    conscious    of    the 
present     high     position     of     women, 
and     because     we     are      so     anxious 
that  they  should  not  be  contaminated  by 
thedeterioratinginfluencesof  political  life, 
the  struggles  and  enmities,  and  bitterness, 
and,  I  might  almost  say,  the  vulgarities  of 
public  life,  that  we  wish  to  guard  women 
from    them.       I     am    not    quite    sure 
whether    the    rough    and    tumble    of 
political  life  always  exercises  the  most 
ennobling  effect  even  upon  men.     I  am 
not  sure  that  the  violent  Party  animosi- 
ties, the     one-sidedness,    the    virulent 
personalities,     and    the     misrepresenta- 
tions which  often  distinguish  even  the 
best     people     in     political     life      when 
their  passions  are  excited — and  all  these 
distinguish   political  life  perhaps   more 
frequently   in  the    present  day  than  in 
former  times — do  not  sometimes  exer- 
cise a  rather  deteriorating  effect  upon  the 
men.     Men  must,  of  course,  take  part  in 
the  afEairs  of  the  country,  and  in  carry- 
ing on  the  public  business  must  submit 
themselves  to  these  things,  though  there 
is  no  doubt  that  only  a  strong  nature  can 
shake  off  what  I  may  call  the  dirty  part 
of  the  business  without  its  leaving  any 
permanent     traces    behind.       But    for 
Heaven's  sake,  my  Lords,  let  us  shield 
women     from    this    as    long     as     we 
possibly    can.       Some   people   say  that 
women    would    exercise     an     elevating 
effect    upon     public    life,    and     would 
raise  it  and  free  it  from  many  of  those 
evils.     I  am  by  no  means  sure  of  that. 
On  the  contrary,  I  fear    that    women, 
with  their  more  excitable  natures,  and 
Earl  Cowper 


their  tendency  to  look  at  things  more 
from  a  personal  and  concrete  than  an 
abstract  point  of  view,  would  be  liable, 
even  more  than  men,  to  the  deterio- 
rating effects  of  the  platform.  It  is  very 
likely,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  the  case, that 
even  if  this  Bill  should  pass  the  best  and 
highestof  women  will,  with  fewexceptions, 
still  prefer  the  shade ;  but  even  if  the 
best  women  could  be  dragged  forward 
into  the  glare  of  publicity  I  do  not 
think  their  presence  would  enable  us  to 
take  a  calmer  or  more  philosophic  posi- 
tion in  our  discutisions.  But,  my  Lords, 
all  the  objections  which  I  have  mentioned 
would  have  to  givewayif  it  could  really  be 
shown  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  good 
conduct  of  af&tirs,  either  in  the  House  of 
Commons  or  in  the  County  Council,  that 
women  should  take  part.  I  do  not  think 
this  has  been  shown,  or  can  be  shown ; 
and  for  these  reasons  I  beg  to  move 
that  this  Bill  be  read  this  day  six 
months. 

Amendment  moved  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  now,"  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  the  words  "  this  day  six  months." 
—(^The  Earl  Cowper.) 

•The  Mabquess  of  RIPON  :  My  Lords, 
I  am  quite  sure  that  nobody  can  have 
listened  to  the  speech  of  my  noble 
Friend  and  have  thought  for  one 
moment  that  he  was  actuated  in  the 
course  which  he  has  taken  to-night  by 
anything  except  the  deepest  respect  for 
the  women  whose  interests  are  being 
discussed  upon  this  occasion,  and  for 
those  who  are  desirous  to  uphold  their 
rightful  position.  But,  my  Lords, 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  arguments  of 
my  noble  Friend  have  been  based 
throughout  his  speech  upon  the  principle 
of  principiia  obata.  That  is  a  principle 
which  we  have  heard  applied  to  a  great 
number  of  reforms  throughout  our  lives ; 
but  I  venture  to  think  my  noble  Friend 
is  in  error  in  the  close  comparison  he 
has  instituted  between  the  duties  of  the 
County  Council  and  the  duties  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  is  because  my 
noble  Friend  thinks  that  the  duties 
of  these  two  bodies  are  so  similar, 
and  because  he  greatly  desires  to 
debar  women  from  the  Parlia- 
mentary franchise  and  from  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  he  is  so  fearful  of 
their  being  admitted  to  the  County  Coun- 
cil.    My  Lords,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
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■a,  mistake  to  select  the  Hooses  of  Parlia- 
ment as  the  Pablic  Bodies  which 
County  Coancils  most  resemble.  The 
'business  of  the  County  Cotincil  is  not 
'l^islative  business  ;  the  business  of  the 
Honsss  of  Parliament  is,  in  the  main, 
legislative.  The  County  Councils  are 
almost  entirely  Administrative  Bodies. 
They  carry  on  their  administration,  no 
doubt,  mainly  in  committees,  which 
report  to  the  Coancils,  who  then  pass 
resolutions  ;  but  almost  the  whole  of 
their  functions  are  of  an  administrative 
-character,  and  it  is  because  of  that  ad- 
ministratlTe  character  that  it  seems  to 
methatthe  assistanceof  women  upon  those 
todies  would  be  so  valuable.  My  uoble 
Friend  has  very  much  deprecated  the 
meddling,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  of  women 
in  political  life.  Well,  my  Lords,  we 
«ee  a  good  deal  of  the  interference  of 
ladies  in  political  life  in  these  days,  and 
I  am  bound  to  say  1  do  not  think  that 
that  interference  is  always  precisely  of 
the  kind  that  we  should  most  desire.  I 
tiiink  it  wonld  be  iax  preferable  that 
ihey  should  take  such  a  part  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  local  af^urs  in  County 
Coancils  as  they  already  do  upon  School 
Boards  and  Boards  of  Guardians,  than 
that  they  should  take  the  part  they  some- 
times do  in  the  keen  contests  of  political 
life.  My  noble  Friend  who  has  moved  the 
'Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  has  touched  so 
largely  upon  the  functions  of  County 
■Councils,  in  which  he  thinks  women 
might  take  a  useful  part,  that  there  is  no 
fieed  for  me  to  go  over  that  ground  again ; 
hut  as  he  has  spoken  mainly  from  his 
~point  of  view  as  a  member  of  the 
County  Council  of  the  greatest  City  in 
England,  I  may  be,  perhaps,  permitted 
ito  say  a  word  from  the  point  of  view  of 
■the  Provincial  County  Councils.  I  do 
feel  very  strongly  that  there  are  portions 
-of  the  duties  which  fell  to  Provincial 
'County  Councils  in  which  the  assistance  of 
women  would  be  a  great  advantage.  There 
is  one  subject  especially  which  my  noble 
Friend  has  alluded  to,  namely,  the  manage- 
ment of  lunatic  asylums.  I  do  think 
thai  there,  particularly  in  regard  to  female 
innatics,  the  assistance  and  inspection  of 
'ladies  would  be  of  the  greatest  advan- 
tage. But  to  be  thoroughly  useful  it 
mnst  be  an  inspection  combined  with 
authority,  and  it  is  only  as  members  of 
the  body  managing  those  asylums  that 
ihey  eoiUd  really  take  an  effective  part 


in  supervising  and  controlling  tho  ad- 
ministration. My  noble  Friend  who  has 
just  sat  down  spoke  slightingly,  by-the- 
bye,  of  the  inspection  of  lunatic  asylums, 
reformatories,  and  other  institutions  of 
that  kind  by  members  of  County 
Coancils,  and  he  seemed  to  hold  that  it 
was  not  the  duty  of  members  of  the 
Council  to  undertake  any  such  inspec- 
tion. I  am  sorry  to  say  I  entirely  differ 
from  my  noble  Friend  in  that  respect. 
I  do  not  think  our  lunatic  asylums  in  the 
country  would  be  well  administered 
unless  they  were  inspected  regularly  by 
the  Asylums  Committee ;  and  if  the 
Asylums  Committee  and  the  County 
Council  take  that  part,  which  the  old 
bodies  used  to  take,  of  inspecting 
minutely  all  that  goes  on  in  those 
asylums,  I  venture  to  say  that  in  that 
respect  the  assistance  of  women,  having 
the  full  authority  of  the  County  Council, 
would  be  of  great  advantage.  But,  my 
Lords,  there  is  one  portion  of  the  question 
which  we  are  discussing  to-night  upon 
which  my  noble  Friend  touched  very 
slightly,  and  upon  which  I  should  like, 
if  I  may  be  permitted,  to  say  a  few 
words.  At  the  present  moment,  under 
the  Act  of  1888,  you  have  included  a  large 
number  of  women  among  the  electors  of 
members  of  the  County  Councils.  That 
was  deliberately  done.  There  was  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  in  regard  to  taking 
the  Parliamentary  franchise  instead 
of  the  Municipal  franchise ;  it  would 
have  been  much  more  convenient  in 
many  ways  if  you  had  taken  the  same 
franchise  for  the  County  Council  as  for 
Members  of  Parliament,  but  you 
deliberately  chose  to  take  the  Municipal 
franchise,  and  thereby  to  place  a  large 
number  of  votes  in  the  hands  of  women. 
"i^MW,  my  Lords,  is  it  consistent  in  that 
case  that  you  should  say  to  those  female 
electors,  who  are  quite  numerous  enough 
everywhere,  I  take  it,  to  turn  a  closely 
contested  election,  "You  may  vote, 
but  you  shall  not  be  yourselves  elected." 
I  think,  my  Lords,  that  if  ever  the  day 
comes  (though  I  wish  to  keep  off  that 
discussion  to-night)  when  the  Parlia- 
mentary franchise  is  given  to  women 
there  will  be  a  strong  argument  in  favour 
of  extending  their  right  beyond  the 
franchise.  Bat  it  is  not  only  in  that 
respect  that  this  matter  is  to  be  con- 
sidered. We  have  been  reminded  that 
women  are  elected  as  members  of  School 
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Boards,  and  Boards  of  Guardians.  Are  you 
going  to  prevent  women  sitting  upon  the 
District  Oonncils  when  created  when  they 
sit  already  on  the  Boards  of  Gaardians  ? 
If  the  District  (Jouncils  take  over  the 
duties  of  Boards  of  Guardians,  are  you 
going  to  let  women  siton  them?  Ifyouare 
going  tokeepupthetwo  Bodiesseparately, 
are  they  to  sit  on  one  Body  and  not  on 
the  other  t  At  the  present  moment, 
sitting  on  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  they 
deal  with  sanitary  questions ;  they  are 
members  of  Rural  Sanitary  Authorities ; 
are  you  going  to  turn  them  off  from 
dealing  with  those  subjects  in  regard  to 
which  they  hare  shown  themselves  to  be 
very  useful  ?  I  think  that  is  a  considera- 
tion of  great  weight.  I  defy  you  to 
keep  them  off  the  County  Councils  if 
you  admit  them  to  the  District  Coun- 
cils. I  say,  therefore,  do  the  thing 
graciously  when  you  have  the  oppor- 
tunity, and  do  not  wait  to  be  forced  by 
the  logic  of  the  situation  into  granting 
that  which  in  the  end  you  will  find  you 
must  grant.  My  noble  Friend  has  told  us 
that  there  are  now  80  women  members 
of  the  School  Boards  in  this  country. 
Well,  it  has  .taken  20  years  to  get  80 
women  on  the  School  Boards.  I  do 
not  know  the  total  number  of  the 
members  of  those  Boards.  But  80 
is  not  a  very  large  number,  and 
there  need  be  no  fear  that  if  you  give 
the  county  electors  the  power  of 
choosing  women  they  will  do  so  to 
an  excessive  extent.  I  do  think  it  is 
unwise,  in  dealing  with  the  administiu- 
tion  of  those  local  matters  with  which 
County  Councils  are  intrusted,  that 
you  should'deny  to  the  electors  the  power 
of  selecting  women  members  if  they 
think  fit. 

•The  Earl  or  JERSEY:  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Marquess  has  touched  upon 
the  question  of  the  District  Councils, 
but  I  think  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
consider  the  question  whether  women 
should  belong  to  those  Councils  when 
a  Bill  on  the  subject  is  brought 
forward.  Considering  that  most  of  the 
County  Council  elections  are  con- 
ducted upon  poUtical  grounds,  I  do 
not  see  how  the  ladies  would  have 
much  chance  of  getting  in,  unless  they 
were  to  take  a  very  active  part  in  public 
matters,  and  they  would  then  be  liable 
to  those  evils  to  which  the  noble  Earl 
<^posite  has  alluded.  Now,  I  quite 
The  Marquess  of  Sipon 


admit  what  the  noble  Lord  who  intro- 
duced this  Bill  has  said  with  regard  to 
the  work  of  women  in  many  capacities. 
I  think  many  of  those  ladies  wlxise 
names  he  has  mentioned,  like  Miss  Octa- 
via  Hill  and  others,  have  been  doing 
good  work,  and  work  in  which  men 
might  well  be  proud  to  follow  their 
example.  I  will  not  attempt  for  a  moment 
to  minimise  the  valuo  of  women's  influ- 
ence, but  the  question  before  us  is 
whether  it  will  be  to  the  public  advan- 
tage that  they  should  be  qualified  to  be 
elected  as  County  Councillors  and  Alder- 
men. I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  House 
that  when  the  Local  Government  Act 
was  passing  through  Parliament  it  waa 
distinctly  understood  that  women  would 
not  be  qualified  to  be  elected.  That  Act 
was  drawn  upon  the  lines  of  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act,  by  which  a  vote 
was  g^ven  to  women.  During  the  20 
years  that  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  has  been  in  force  not  a  single  woman 
has  been  elected  as  a  Town  Councillor 
or  as  Alderman.  Clearly,  therefore, 
public  opinion  does  not  favour  the  idea 
that  women  should  be  qualified  to  he 
elected  to  the  County  Council,  and  the 
recent  decision  given  by  the  Courts- 
only  gave  the  stamp  of  the  law  to 
what  has  been  the  comiuou  opinion 
and  wish  on  the  subject.  The 
measure  has  been  introduced,  as  the 
noble  Earl  has  said,  on  behalf  of  certain 
ladies  who  have  been  elected  to  the 
London  County  Council,  and  though  I 
have,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to 
ask  your  Lordships  not  to  support  tUs 
Bill,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  say  a 
single  word  which  would  imply  any  want 
of  courtesy  or  respect  for  those  ladies. 
They  no  doubt  were  impelled  by  a  strong 
sense  of  duty  to  take  the  course  they  did, 
but  I  do  not  think  any  hardship  has 
been  caused  by  the  interpretation  of  the 
law  to  which  I  have  referred,  because  it 
has  merely  laid  down  what  everybody  ori- 
ginally intended.  Now,  the  noble  Marquess- 
and  the  noble  Earl  have  spoken  with  re- 
gard to  the  duties  which  belonged  to 
County  Councillors,  and  which,  in  their 
opinion,  might  be  very  well  carried  out  by 
women.  There  are  a  few  special 
cases,  no  doubt,  in  which  the  advice 
and  help  of  women  would  be  useful, 
but  I  would  point  out,  with  regard 
to  asylums  and  reformatory  schools,  that 
in  the  first  place  County  Councils  have 
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matrOBB  in  those  institutions,  and  if  those 
matrons  are  not  suitable  or  qualified  to 
cany  out  the  objects  of  the  asylum  or 
schools,  they  should  be  changed.  Then 
ako  thej  could  get  advice  by  the  aid  of 
paid  or  unpaid  -women  officers,  or  by  the 
aid  of  lady  visitors.  There  is  not  really 
so  much  dlfiScnlty  in  getting  help  in 
loddng  after  asylums  and  schools  on 
account  of  the  want  of  women  upon  the 
County  Ckmncils  as  has  been  stated. 
Then,  t^ain,  as  women  have  votes  for 
the  County  Councils,  they  can  in  the 
oidinary  way  exercise  influence  over 
their  BepresentatiTes  ;  and  I  can  quite 
understand  that  on  any  Council  on 
which  the  noble  Lord  the  Earl  of  Meath 
served  there  would  be  plenty  of  kind 
sympathy  towards  those  objects  on 
which  he  has  spent  so  much  of  his  time 
and  talent  and  for  which  he  has  done 
so  much  good.  We  must  remember 
also  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  show  that 
there  are  certain  ladies  who  wish  to 
beloug  to  the  County  Councils,  but  we 
must  consider  whether  there  is  any 
general  desire  on  the  part  of  women  and 
the  pabUc  that  women  should  be  upon 
those  Councils.  We  have  given  them 
votes  for  the  election  of  Bepresentatives, 
but  admitting  that  women  are  quite 
capable  of  making  a  good  choice  of 
Bepresentativee,  that  by  no  means 
proves  that  the  majority  of  them  are 
fitted  for  or  wish  to  be  intrusted 
with  the  carrying  out  of  adminis- 
trative and  executive  functions.  On 
the  contrary,  as  I  have  stated,  the  iact 
that  no  woman  has  been  elected 
upon  the  Borough  Councils  shows 
that  there  is  no  desire  on  the 
port  of  women  generally  to  take 
over  those  public  burdens  which  have 
been  hitherto  borne  by  men.  If  tiiis 
Bill  were  passed  it  would  be  quite  neces- 
aary  that  it  should  be  extended,  in  order 
tha^  women  should  situponTown  Councils. 
In  order  to  make  a  change  of  that  kind 
we  should  require  some  very  strong  public 
reason.  It  is  admitted  that  this  is 
a  sort  of  Belief  or  Endowment  Bill  for 
certain  ladies,  but  that  is  surely  hardly  a 
Btiong  enough  ground  to  make  a  change 
which,  as  far  as  we  can  possibly  tell, 
would  not  be  well  received  by  the 
paUic.  Of  course,  one  is  always  sorry 
to  in  any  way  appear  ungracious  or  not 
to  desire  the  presence  of  ladies,  but  I  am 
sure  if  your  Lordships  refuse  to  receive 


this  Bill,  if  you  close  this  avenue  of  dis- 
tinction to  women,  there  are  more  con 
genial  spheres  of  work  where  their  quick 
intellects  and  kindly  sympathies  can  be 
better  exercised  than  by  serving  in  the 
somewhat  heated  atmosphere  of  the 
County  Councils.  Therefore,  my  Lords, 
I  beg  to  support  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill. 
*Thb  Eari  of  DEBBY  :  My  Lords,  1 
never  spoke  or  voted  on  this  question 
before,  and,  therefore,  before  we  go  to 
a  Division,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  shall  support  the  Bill  of  the 
noble  Earl ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
in  so  doing,  although  I  accept  his  con- 
clusions, I  do  not  arrive  at  them  pre- 
cisely by  the  same  process  of  reasoning. 
The  noble  Earl  has  said  much  as  to  the 
valuable  services  which  women  can 
render  upon  these  County  County.  I 
am  not  disputing  that ;  but  that  is  not 
the  ground  I  should  go  upon,  for  my 
own  part.  I  am  not  sore  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases  women  will  be  as  fit 
representatives  upon  County  Councils  aa 
men  are.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
exceptional  case  and  a  very  exceptional 
qualification  that  would  induce  me  to 
vote  for  a  female  candidate,  but  that  is 
not  the  way  I  look  at  it.  What  I  cannot 
see  is  why  we  are  to  put  ourselves  in 
the  place  of  the  electors,  and  why  we  are 
to  take  out  of  their  hands  the  decision 
in  a  matter  which  primarily,  and,  indeed, 
in  questions  concerning  local  affairs,  ex- 
clusively concern  themselves.  My  noble 
Friend  who  spoke  last  said  that  public 
opinion  had  not  favoured  the  election  of 
women  to  the  Borough  Councils,  but 
that  seems  to  me  to  be  an  argument 
which  cuts  both  ways.  If  public 
opinion  does  not  favour  the  election  of 
women,  women  will  not  be  elected  either 
for  Borough  Councils  or  for  County 
Councils,  and  the  danger  you  apprehend 
will  not  arise.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  electors,  knowing  the  persons,  know- 
ing what  they  want,  think  the  female 
candidates  are  the  fittest  to  be  chosen, 
they  are  the  persons  concerned,  and  I  do 
not  see  how  it  can  be  our  business  to  say 
they  shall  not  have  the  members  whom 
they  desire  to  vote  for.  We  should,  of 
course,  be  jnstified  in  objecting  if  it> 
could  be  shown  that  there  were  any 
case  of  absolute  and  universal  disquatt- 
fication  applicable  to  every  female  can- 
didate, but  I  know  nobody  in  this  House 
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•will   say  that.     If  the  electors   choose 
badly,  if  they  choose  a  person  who  is 
unfit   or   who   will  be  an  obstruction  to 
business,  they  alone  are  responsible,  and 
they  alone  will  sufEer.      My  Lords,    I 
•quite  agree  in  what  has  been  said  as  to 
4;he   importance  of  the  work  done  by  the 
County  Council,  but  the  very  fact  that 
you   have  entrusted  them   with    these 
great      powers      shows      that     Parlia- 
ment   has    some    confidence     in     their 
judgment  and  in  their  capacity ;    and  it 
occurs  to  me  rather  contradictory  to  say 
that,  although  they  tare  perfectly  fit  to 
■decide    upon    matters    of    the  gravest 
importance,  yet,  if  it  be  a  folly  to  elect 
•women,  they  will,  nevertheless,   do  so 
.apon  a  great  scale.     My  Lords,   if  that 
were  so,  I  think  it  would  show  not    that 
ibhia  particular  measure  is  a  mistake,  but 
ithat    they   have   been  entrusted    with 
powers  for  which  they  were  not  fit.     My 
noble  Friend  behind  me  expressed  a  wish 
that  women  should  be  kept  clear  f  rum 
the  rough    work    of    politics.     I    sym- 
pathise entirely  with  that  feeling,  but  is 
it  not  rather  late  in  the  day  to  speak  of 
that?    You    have    women     addressing 
public    meetings;    you  have  women — 
iadies  of  high  rank — not  unfrequently 
-appearing  on  public  platforms;    and   I 
anast  say  that  one  of  the  best  speeches  I 
•ever  heard  on  that  much  disputed  Irish 
•question  of  which  we  hear  so  much  was 
<lelivered    by    a  woman.     But    nobody 
supposes    that    women    generally    will 
•desire  to  serve  upon  these  County  Coun- 
•cils ;  and  if  they  do  not  wish  to  do  so,  no- 
body will  compel  them.      Those  who  are 
willing  to  put  themselves  forward  are 
presumably  those  who  find  the  duties 
congenial  and  who  will  not,  therefore, 
object  to  undertake  them.     My  Lords,  I 
will  not  repeat  what  has  been  already 
itaid ;  but  I  think  the  argument  of  my 
noble  Friend  was  absolutely  conclusive 
•when  he  spoke  of  the  precedent  which 
■you  have  created  by  permitting  women 
to  be  members  of  School  Boards,  and  to 
sit  as  Guardians.      How  you  can  draw  a 
distinction  between  the  work  of  School 
Boards  or  Boards  of  Guardians  and  the 
work    which    will   devolve    upon     the 
■County    Councils    I    cannot    see.     The 
^question  of  the  Parliamentary   franchise 
is   entirely  a  separate  one,  and  it  will  be 
ttime   enough  to  deal  with  it   when  it 
Arises.     At  any  rate,  my  Lords,  do  not 
let  us  refuse  to  do  a  thing  which  in  itself 
The  Earl  of  Derby 


is  harmless  and  rational,  because  it  may 
be  used  as  an  argument  in  pressing  us 
to  do  something  which  we  do  notbaUeve 
to  be  either  one  or  the  other. 

Eahl  GRANVILLE :  My  Lords,  I  am 
anxious  not  to  give  the  perfectly  silent 
vote  which  I  gave  last  year   upon  this 
question.      I  entirely  agree    with   the 
noble  Lord  the  Earl  of  Meath  that  this  is 
not  a  Party  question,  and  I  merely  ofEer 
my  own  opinion  upon  the  subject.     I 
thought  it  was  to  be  lamented  last  year 
that  upon  his  measure,  which^  occupied 
public  attention  a  good  deal,  and  which 
was  backed  up  on  a  division  by,  I  think, 
tTM>  to  one  of  a  great  Municipal  Body 
interested  in  the  question,  your  Lord- 
ships should  have  divided  without  one 
word    having    been    said    against    the 
measure  which  has  now  been  explained 
in  so  very  satis&ctoiy  a  way  by  the 
noble  Earl.    The  result  was  a  very  large 
majority  against  it  and  a  small  minority 
for  it;  but  I  think  that    a  very  large 
majority  is  not  very  discouraging  on  a 
question    of    this    sort.       Very    much 
younger  Members  than  myself  have  had 
opportunities   of    seeing   the   enormous 
changes   which    have    taken    place    in 
public  opinion  upon  the  question  of  the 
position  and  usefulness  of  women.  When 
1  was  a  boy,  a  great  statesnuin,  who  has 
since   become  a   very  brilliant  man  of 
letters,  took  his  daughter  into  Devonshire 
on  a  visit.      On  his  return  to  London  he 
received  a  letter  from  his  hostess,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  verses,  and  suggesting 
that   very   likely   the    modesty   of  his 
daughter  had  prevented  him  seeing  the 
copy  which  she  then  sent  him.     The 
statesman  at  once  sent  for  his  daughter 
and   criticised   the  verses,  pointing  out 
some    unsuitable     lines,     praising     the 
beauties  of  others,  and  on  the   whole 
greatly  approving  of  the   poem.     But, 
having  done  that,  he  then  appealed  to  her 
affection  for  him,  and  made  a  request  to 
her  never  to  write  versos  again.  He  was 
not    afraid    of    her    becoming  a    good 
poetess,  but  he  was  afraid  of  the  dis- 
advantages  which    were    likely   to    be 
suffered  by  her  if  she  were  supposed  to 
be  a  lady  of  literary  attainmente.     Since 
that  time  I  think  matters  have  g^atly 
changed.     The  noble  Earl  who  has  just 
sat     down     and    myself     have     been 
a    good    deal     mixed     up    with     the 
question   of  Female  Education,  and   I 
think  we  can  remember  every  argument 
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which  has  been  nsed  to-night  being  put 
forward  at  every  step,  whether  the  ques- 
tion was  the  admission  of  women  to  the 
Unirersities,  or  their  eligibility  to  medical 
degrees,  or  to  degrees  in  Arts.     What 
has  been  the  resalt  t    The  result  is,  that 
joa  have  at  this  day,   as   has  been  so 
aptly  said  by  Lord  Meath,   as  compared 
with  50  years  ago,  the   most  universal 
expression  of  pleasure  at  the  success  of 
the    daughter    of    another     and    more 
modern  statesman,  who  has  shown  that 
even  in  the  leajst  sentimental  and  most 
reasoning  branch  of   study  women   can 
be  equal  to,  if  not  superior  to,  men.     My 
Lords,   I  need  not  go  over  the  groimd 
as  to  the  functions  given  to  women  since 
(hat  time,  the  fact  of  their  having  been 
given  votes  in  municipal  afEairs,  or  the 
&ct  of  their  increasing  numbers  as  mem- 
bers   of  School  Boaids  and  Boards  of 
Guardians.     I  believe  it  is  the  fact  that 
nithin   the    last   10    or   15  years  the 
increase  has  chiefly  taken  place  on  the 
Boards  of  Guardians.     I  have  been  told, 
and  I  am  rather  inclined  to  believe   it, 
that  in  a  g^reat  many  cases,  as  Guardians, 
women  have  shown  exceptional  energy, 
tact,  and  sympathy ;  and  I  believe  that 
has  been  exactly  the  experience  also  in 
the  School  Boards  during  the  short  time 
that  the  influence  of  women  has  been 
exercised  upon  them.     Now,  my  Lords, 
it  oocnrs  to  me  that  it  is  really  a  waste 
of  power  to  refuse  arbitrarily  their  assist- 
ance in  such  useful  public-  work   as  is 
performed    by    the     County     Councils. 
Lord  Meath  has  explained  that  many  of 
these  ladies  have  abundant   leisure  be- 
eddes  having  the  wish  to  make  them- 
selves   useful.      With    r^ard    to    the 
Councillors  in  general,  they  represent 
the  average  candidates  for  the  post ;  but 
with  regard  to  the  women,  it  should  not  be 
forgotten    that  *they  are    nearly  all  a 
picked     lot,     and    very     superior     in 
attainments    to    the     majority    of    the 
men      whom      they     meet.      I     think, 
my  Lords,  it  is  a  real  waste  of  power, 
when  you  have  this  fund  of  useful  work 
for  public    purposes,   that  you    should 
deprive    yourselves    of   it.     I    entirely 
»gree  with  the  noble  Earl  that  one  of 
the  principal  items  in  this  matter  is  the 
qnestion  of  the  constituencies  and  their 
liberty  to  choose  whom  they  think  will 
best  represent  them  on  these  Councils. 
I  quite  agree  that  it  would  be  tyrannous 
and  crael  to  force  women  even  to  exercise 


the  votes  they  now  have  in  electing 
County  Councillors  if  they  do  not  wish; 
but  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  equally 
tyrannical  to  prevent  the  constituencies 
choosing  these  persons  to  represent  them, 
and  to  prevent  the  women  themselves 
who  wish  to  be  useful  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  from  contributing  their  assistance 
to  the  performance  of  public  duties.  Of 
course,  there  are  things  to  be  said  for 
and  against,  but  one  thing  that  strikes 
me  very  much  is  that  I  do  not  think  I 
have  heard  one  single  word  yet  about  its 
being  a  disadvantage  to  have  women  on 
the  County  Council.  I  may  have  missed 
it,  but  I  do  not  think  one  word  was  said 
to  that  effect.  The  argument  was,  that 
if  you  give  women  seats  on  the  County 
Council,  you  must  give  them  seats  in  Par- 
liament afterwards.  Now,  it  appears  to 
me  that  those  who  are  so  very  much  afraid 
of  contaminating  women  by  allowing 
them  to  do  this  sort  of  work,  forget  the 
part  they  alresidy  play.  I  am  afraid  that 
is  a  very  dangerous  admission,  and  I 
believe  the  noble  Marquess  has  expressed 
himself  on  one  occasion  as  not  altogether 
unfavourable  to  some  enlargement  of  the 
franchise  to  the  other  sex.  When  we 
are  called  upon  to  allow  them  to  sit  on 
County  Councils,  it  is  only  logical 
to  say  that,  as  we  have  given  the 
women  votes  for  the  County  Council, 
we  must  give  them  the  Parliamentary 
franchise.  That  is  rather  a  dangerous 
argument,  therefore,  from  the  quarter 
whence  it  comes.  I  hold  myself 
in  these  matters,  if  there  is  a 
doubt,  it  is  always  better  to  give  the 
benefit  of  it  to  the  side  of  freedom  and 
liberty.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  fear 
of  the  (Jovemment  of  this  country  being 
entrusted  to  women  if  this  Bill  passes, 
but  I  think  it  would  be  of  immense  ad- 
vantage that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
deal  with  those  subjects  with  which  they 
are  so  well  qualified  to  deal.  Some  people 
talk  about  the  danger  of  contaminating 
women  by  contact  with  politics,  but  I  think 
it  is  a  little  too  late  to  speak  of  that  when 
we  consider  the  work  that  is  done  by  the 
ladies  of  the  Primrose  League,  and  at 
Conservative  as  well  as  Eadical  meetings, 
and  too  late  to  expect  the  women  to  keep 
themselves— to  use  a  popular  phrase — 
"to  their  proper  sphere."  In  fact,  I 
think  it  is  hopeless  ;  and  I  think  it  might 
be  judicious  if  those  who  are  afraid  of  too 
much  political  action   on    the  part    of 
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women  were  to  afford  them  the  means  of 
making  themselves  useful  in  administra- 
tive work  where  Party  politics  ought  not  to 
enter,  and  to  gfive  them  that  vent  for  any 
superabundant  energy  which  they  may 
have. 

On  Question,  whether  the  word  "now ' 
stand  part  of  the  Motion,  the  House 
divided : — Contents  49  ;  Not-Contents 
119. 

Eicsolved  in  the  negative ;  BUI  to  be 
read  2*  this  day  six  months. 

THE  SWEATIKG  SYSTEM. 

♦THBEiEtOFDUNRAVEN:  My  Lords, 
in  calling  the  attention  of  the  Uoose  to 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Sweating  System,  founded  upon  a  certain 
voluminous  mass  of  evidence,  I  will  en- 
deavour, to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to 
confine  my  remarks  within  reasonable 
limits ;  but  I  hope  that  your  Lordships 
will  understand  that,  in  doing  so,  it  will 
be  impossible  for  me  to  enter  as  fully  as 
I  should  wish  to  do  into  some  of  the 
points  which  it  is  my  duty  to  raise.  On 
the  Motion  which  I  have  put  down  on 
the  Paper — 

_  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  thii  Hoqsp,  legisla- 
tion with  a  view  to  the  amelioration  of  the  con  • 
dition  of  the  people  sufferiog  under  that  system 
is  urgently  needed," 

I  propose  tosay  very  little.  Your  Lordships 
may  not  have  read  the  evidence,  pro- 
bably few  of  you  have,  but  you  will  have 
read  the  Report.  The  picture  may  not 
be  painted  in  very  brilliant  colours,  or 
with  too  vigorous  a  brush.  That  is  a 
fault  on  the  right  side.  It  is  vivid  enough 
to  give  your  Lordships  a  fairly  ade- 
quate conception  of  the  condition  of  the 
people  who  were  the  subject  of  the 
inquiry,  and  who  were  represented  in  the 
evidence  taken,  before  the  Committee. 
The  Report  will  bring  to  your  notice  the 
almost  inhuman  hours  of  work ;  the 
miserable  pittance  for  which  these  people 
exchange  their  almost  unremitting  toil — 
the  scanty  fare,  barely  enough  to  keep 
starvation  from  the  door;  the  hor- 
rible instuiitary  conditions  in  which 
they  work,  the  overcrowding  in  their 
dwellings,  men,  women,  and  children, 
often  not  even  members  of  the  same 
family  sleeping  huddled  up  on  the  floor 
of  the  dilapidated  room  in  which  they  live 
and  work,  and  work  and  die ;  the  children 
sick  of  infectious  diseases,  covered  with 
Earl  Granville 


half-finished  clothing,  destined  to  he 
distributed  and  to  carry  infection  through 
all  classes  of  society ;  the  effect  in  in- 
creasing the  national  scourge  consump- 
tion. All  these  things  are  set  out  plainly 
in  the  Report,  «nd  they  make  up  a 
picture — a  result  of  our  19th  century 
civilisation  and  of  our  manufacturing 
age,  which  is  certainly  not  a  pleasant 
one  to  look  upon,  but  which  is  suffi- 
ciently familiar  to  your  Lordships. 
Your  Lordships  can  form  some  appre- 
ciation of  the  misery — the  hopeless 
misery,  the  wretchedness — the  people's 
wretchedness  of  their  lives ;  of  the 
physical,  mental,  and  moral  degradation 
that  surrounds  them ;  and,  therefore,  1 
will  not  at  all  labour  that  point.  I  am 
sure  every  Member  of  this  House  vrill 
agree  with  me  that  it  is  advisable  that 
measures  should  be  taken,  if  possible,  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  these  people. 
I  do  not,  however,  propose  to  address 
myself  to  that.  What  I  wish  to  address 
myself  principally  to  rather,  ia  the 
economic  aspect  of  tho  question.  Con- 
siderations more  important  than  philan- 
thropic sentiment  are  involved  in  this 
question.  We  have  to  form  a  correct 
opinion  as  to  the  extent,  gravity,  and 
causes  of  the  evils  proved  to  exist ;  to 
decide  whether  they  are  due  to  the 
faults  and  folUes  of  the  peq>le,  or  to 
forces  beyond  their  control;  and  to 
determine  wisely  as  to  what  remedies 
should  be  tried.  We  are,  in  my  opinion, 
my  Lords,  face  to  feice  with  a  very  diffi- 
cult problem,  a  problem  of  much  greater 
importance  even  than  the  misery  of 
these  people,  although  that  is  intensely 
important,  a  very  difficult  problem,  and 
one  the  difficulty  of  which  is  not,  in 
my  opinion,  sufficiently  stated  in  the 
Report  of  your  Lordships'  Committee. 
What  I  want  the  Hoass  to  consider  is 
whether  the  recommendations  proposed 
by  your  Lordships'  Committee  are  likely 
to  bo  efficient ;  whether  they  will  be 
sufficient  to  cope  with  the  phenomena 
which  were  brought  out  in  evidence  ; 
whether  the  conclusions  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  sound  and  are  formed  upon 
the  evidence ;  and,  whether  the  Report 
presents  a  true  miniature  of  the  picturo 
presented  in  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Now,  my  Lords,  what  is  the 
general  impression  that  the  Report 
conveys  ?  I  should  say  that  the  general 
impression  which  the  Report  conveys  is 
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that  great  and  crying  evils  exist ;  that 
considerable  numbers  of  people  are  living 
lives  of  great  hardship  and  misery ;  that 
the  misery  consists  of  very  insanitary 
conditions,  excessively  low  wages,  and 
exceedingly  long  hours  of  work ;  that 
with  the  exception  of  sanitation  the 
people  themselves  are  mainly  to  blame 
for  the  circumstances  of  their  lives, 
and  that  such  matters  as  the  abuse  of  sub- 
contracting, intense  competition  of  capital, 
and  the  influx  of  a  certain  class  of  foreign 
labour,  and  other  matters  of  that  kind, 
have  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the 
sweating  ^^stem.  I  should  gather  from 
tile  Report  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  sweating  does  exist,  if  by 
sweating  you  mean  a  condition  of  misery ; 
hot  that  a  sweating  system — that  is,  a 
system  of  mannfactare  which  produces, 
or  tends  to  produce,  this  misery — 
does  not  exist.  That  is  a  fair  summary 
of  the  general  view  of  the  situation 
placed  before  your  Lordships'  House  in 
the  Report  With  that  summary  I 
almost  entirely  disagree.  I  want  your 
Lordships  to  concentrate  your  attention 
open  the  question  whether  the  condi- 
tions and  methods  of  production  and 
mann&ctore  observed  in  what  is  known 
as  the  sweating  system  are  natural  and 
healthy ;  whether  they  are  merely  ful- 
filling in  a  natural  way  a  natural 
demand ;  or  whether,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  are  unnatural  and  unhealthy,  and 
have  merely  given  rise  to  an  abnormal 
and  unhealthy  demand.  That  point  is 
most  important,  because  obviously  the 
whole  attitude  of  the  Gktvernment, 
Parliament,  or  the  country  must  depend 
opon  the  answer  given  to  that  question. 
If  the  whole  conditions  are  natural, 
healthy,  and  beneficial  to  the  oommnniiy, 
then  obviously  there  is  nothing  to  be 
done  except  to  deal  with  the  sanitary 
aspect  of  the  case,  and  to  hope  the 
people  will  abandon  those  habits  which, 
according  to  the  Committee,  appear  to  be 
responsible  largely  for  the  sad  conditions 
of  their  lives.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
what  is  called  the  sweating  system 
indicates  a  diseased  or  unwholesome 
condition  of  manufacture,  then  obviously 
it  is  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  address 
itself  with  a  strong  determination  to  find 
a  remedy,  not  only  for  the  insanitary 
conditions,  but  also  for  a  condition  ^ 
manufacture,  which  in  itself  is  vicious, 
which  inflicts   gpreat  hardship  upon  the 


workers,  which  is  detrimental  to  the 
industries  themselves,  and  is  of  no 
benefit  to  the  community.  That  is  the 
view  I  take  of  the  matter.  It  is  on  that 
general  estimate  that,  as  it  now  appears, 
I  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  my 
late  collea^es.  Until  I  read  the  Report 
I  had  no  idea  in  what  lay  the  difference 
of  opinion.  The  objections  urged  against 
the  Chairman's  draft  were  trivial.  No 
charge  of  undervaluing  or  of  suppressing 
evidence  was  brought  against  it,  nor 
could  it  be ;  and  it  is  only  since  com- 
paring the  draft  with  the  Report,  and 
noticing  the  passages  excised  in  the 
former,  that  I  perceive  that  certain 
deductions  and  conclusions  are  unpala- 
table to  the  Committee.  I  venture  to 
assert  that  the  conclusions  of  the  draft 
are  based  upon  a  sounder  foundation  of 
evidence  than  those  in  the  Report.  As  to 
the  recommendations  of  the  Report,  I 
will  presently  point  out  to  your  Lord- 
ships in  what  respect  I  consider  them 
inadequate.  I  will  say  at  once  that,  so 
far  as  they  go,  I  agree  with  them. 
They  do  not,  in  my  opinion,  go  far 
enoagh ;  but,  as  far  as  they  do  go,  I 
am  in  accord  with  the  Committee.  In 
fact,  I  read  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
with  some  amusement  and  with  feelings 
of  considerable  pleasurable  surprise. 
The  parental  instinct  is  strong,  and  I 
must  admit  that  I  was  glad  to  see  again 
the  features  of  my  own  child.  It  has 
suffered  considerably,  it  is  true,  at 
the  traditionally  cruel  hands  of  a  stop- 
mother.  Its  features  are  stained 
and  even  mutilated,  and  I  regret  to 
see  that  it  uses  in  some  cases  very 
objectionable  language,  but  still,  after 
all,  it  is  my  own,  and  I  was  pleased  to  see 
its  well-known  features  again  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee.  The  Report, 
my  Lords,  is  a  master-piece  of  the 
difficult  art  of  adaptation,  and  I  should 
like  to  express  my  compliments,  if 
I  only  knew  to  whom  those  compli- 
ments are  due.  Your  Lordships  must 
remember  that  when  the  Committee 
unanimously  refused  to  consider  the 
Chairman's  draft  they  with  equal 
unanimity  decided  to  accept  for  con- 
sideration the  draft  brought  up  in 
substitution  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Thring).  That  draft,  when  it  was 
first  circulated,  consisted  of  about  2^ 
pages,  and  I  think  21  paragraphs.  In  a 
very   short  time,  I    think  in  about    a 
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fortnight,  it  had  developed  to  3  pages, 
andjlthink,  33  paragraphs.  Owiiig,doabt- 
less,  to  the  extreme  minnteness  of  its  pro- 
portions, that  draft  appears  to  have  been 
lost  sight  of  altogether,  and  to  have  dis- 
appeared. I  find  no  trace  of  it,  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  was  tbedraft  which  the 
Committee  acceptedfor  consideration.  On 
to  that,  somebody — I  know  not  who — 
has  grafted  the  major  part  of  the  draft 
"which  I  bronght  up  to  the  Committee 
10  months  ago.  I  fear  the  Committee 
became  somewhat  demoralised  by  the 
natore  of  the  evidenca  bronght  before 
them.  They  appear  to  have  become 
bitten  and  saturated  with  the  virus  of  the 
sweating  system.  In  fact,  the  system 
of  middlemen  and  sub-contractors  is  well 
illustrated  by  what  has  taken  place  with 
regard  to  the  Report.  The  experienced 
middleman  who  was  referred  to  before 
the  Committee  as  making  the  maximum 
amount  of  profit  with  the  least  amount 
of  labour,  might  be  fairly  repre- 
sented by  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
(Lord  Derby).  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  Lord  Thring  took  out  the  original 
contract.  He  obtained  the  material — 
well,  perhaps  the  least  said  about  that 
the  better— -did  a  litttle  "  knifing  "  him- 
self and  then  sub- let  the  contract 
to  certain  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, who  have  been  content  to 
work  under  him,  and  to  modestly 
blush  unseen.  At  any  rate,  my  Lords, 
I  have  to  convey  my  compliments  to  the 
Committee,  and  I  shonld  like  at  the 
same  time  to  express  my  gratification 
at  the  delicately- veiled  flattery  and 
great  if  subtle  compliment  which  has 
been  paid  me  of  first  refusing  to 
consider  my  draft  and  then  making  such 
very  generous  use  of  it.  I  should  now 
like  to  turn  to  the  evidence.  In  ordinary 
cases  by  far  the  most  important  part  of 
a  Report  are  the  recommendations  ;  but 
this  is  rather  an  exceptional  case.  It 
is  obvious  that  the  summary  of 
evidence  is,  in  this  cise,  of  the  first 
importance.  The  Report  lays  some  stress 
upon  the  good  effect  that  the  inquiry 
has  had  on  account  of  the  exposure 
which  took  place  before  the  Committee, 
and  the  good  effect  produced  by  public 
opinion.  But  all  that  will  very  rapidly 
tend  to  fad  3  away.  The  effect  of  the 
exposure  will  very  soon  pass  away,  and 
the  effect  of  public  opinion  in  calling 
employers  to  a  clearer  sense  of  their  duty 
I'Ae  Earl  of  Dunraven 


will  not  stand  long  against  the  natnial 
desire  of  money-getting.  The  evidence 
is  so  voluminous  that  it  is  out  of  the 
question  to  suppose  many  people  will 
take  the  trouble  to  read  it.  This  Report 
will  be  taken  as  an  authoritatiTe  state- 
ment of  the  facts,  and  of  the  causes 
and  consequences  of  sweating  as 
set  out  in  the  evidence.  Upon  it  public 
opinion  will  be  formed  and  maintained ; 
to  it  statesmen  will  look  for  guid- 
ance ;  and  legislation  will  be  founded 
upon  it.  I  hold,  therefore,  it  is 
most  essential  in  this  case  that  the 
Report  should  be  an  absolutely  true 
and  perfect  miniature  of  the  picture 
that  was  presented  in  evidence.  I  will 
prove  to  your  Lordships  that  the 
Report  is  not  as  it  ought  to  be,  a  tme 
miniature  of  the  picture  presented  is 
evidence.  I  will  show  that  the  sweating 
system  is  not  merely  a  harmless  develop- 
ment of  manufacture.  I  will  show  that 
many  of  the  conclusions  of  the  Report 
in  most  important  matters  are  not 
founded  on  the  evidence,  but  are  directly 
contrary  to  it.  The  witnesses  were 
before  the  Committee.  They  oonld 
cross-examine  them;  they  did  cross- 
examine  them,  and  failed  to  shake  theu- 
testimony.  The  conclusions  of  the  Re- 
port may  be  right ;  but,  right  or  wrong, 
they  are  not  founded  on  evidence.  I  will 
also  demonstrate  that  the  case  in  evi- 
dence is  not  fairly  and  impartially  stated 
in  the  Report.  I  do  not,  of  course, 
object  to  the  Committee  forming  and 
expressing  any, opinion  they  think  right; 
but  I  do  object  most  strongly  to  the  un- 
due prominence  given  to  evidence  that 
bears  out  their  views,  and  to  the  omis- 
sion or  relegation  to  obscurity  of  evi- 
dence that  is  opposed  to  them.  The 
Committee  are  in  error  in  saying  that 
the  use  of  machinery  and  the  sab- 
division  of  work  was  considered  to  bo  a 
cause  of  sweating.  Undoubtedly,  it  was 
put  before  us  in  evidence  that  minute 
sub-division  of  labour  and  the  use  of 
machinery  have  an  injurious  effect  upon 
some  of  the  operatives;  but  it  is  not 
correct  to  say  that  the  working  class 
witnesses  before  the  Committee  held  that 
machinery  and  the  sub-division  of  laboar 
was  the  cause  of  sweating,  and  they 
wished  for  any  interference  whatever 
with  the  natural  development  of  inven 
tion,  or  with  the  natural  development  of 
the  processes  of  industry.    To  state  that 
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wonid  be  to  give  a  false  impression  of 
tiie  g^  of  the  working  cla^  evidence 
upon  that  point.     It  is  quite  true,  it  was 
pointed  oat  that   the    modem    minnte 
sab-dirision  of  work   limited  a  man's 
nsefahiess.      Obvionsly,   if    a  man  can 
work   at    only  one    minnte  branch   of 
industry  he  is  limited  to  that  particular 
branch,  and  if  the  demand  falls  ofE  in 
that  branch  he  is  unable  to  find  employ- 
ment of  another  kind  elsewhere.     That 
was  mentioned,  and  it  is  certainly  true  ; 
because  it  is  a  mere  tmism  to  say  that  a 
man's  opportunity  of  making  a  living 
and    of    getting     work      is     co-exten- 
sive with  his  knowledge.     The  more  he 
knows,  the  better  chance  he  has.     But, 
my  Lords,  the  only  suggestion  that  was 
made  upon  that  point — and  the  failure 
of    apprenticaship      was     deplored     in 
that  respect  —  was    that   greater  facili- 
ties   should    be    given    to  the    people 
bjr    means      of     technical     education, 
and  that,  in  my  opinion,  I  am  bound  to 
say,  is  a  very  sensible  suggestion.     But 
there    were   three    matters,  the  abuse 
of    sub  -  contractin;^,     the     competition 
among    employers,    and    foreign   immi- 
gration, which,  undoubtedly,  were  men- 
tioned in  evidence  as  being  causes  of 
sweating ;    and    not    only    causes    but 
probably  the  chief   causes  of  sweating. 
1  will  ask  your  Lordships  to  give  attention 
to  what  I  shall  endeavour  to  say  shortly 
on  those  three  points.     I  have  no  inten- 
tion of  comparing  the   Chairman's  draft 
with  its  somewhat  mutilated  remains ; 
but  if  your  Lordships  were  to  read  the 
two,  the    draft  and   the    Report,    you 
would  find  that  a  thread,  as  it  were,  has 
been  drawn  out  of  the  draft,  crumpling 
it  up  in  some  places,  tearing  it  in  others, 
and  that  that  thread  is  composed  of  three 
strands — first,  the  abuse  of  sub-contract- 
ing ;  secondly,  the  compatition  among  em- 
ployers ;  and,  thirdly,    foreig^n  immigra- 
tion.   There  are  several  inaccnracies  in 
the  Report  with  which  I  will  not  trouble 
the  House;  but  there  is  one  which   I 
must  call  your  Lordships'  attention  to, 
because  it  is  entirely  pertinent  to  the 
matter   of    sub-contracting.     The    pre- 
liminary   observations    of    the    Report 
come  at  the  end.     That  is  a  matter  of 
taste,  and  it  has  the  merit  of  originality. 
In  paragraph  173  the  Report  states  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry  to  be  as  follows  : — 

"The  means  employed  to  take  advaota^e  of 
tlx  neceuitiea  of  the  poorer  and  more  Lelplcf  s 


claea  of  workers ;  thA  conditions  nnder  which, 
such  workers  live  ;  the  causes  that  have  con- 
duced to  the  state  of  things  disclosed,  and  the- 
remedies  proposed." 

The  Report  says  that   the   inquiry  em- 
braced the  means  employed  to  take  advan- 
tage  of   the  necessities   of   the   poorer 
and    more    helpless    class    of   workers^ 
and    adds    that    that    was     the    scope, 
of  the  inquiry.     My  Lords,  the  scope  of 
the  inqniiy  was   nothing  of    the   kind. 
According  to  that  the  Committee  would 
have   Lad  to  inquire    into  every  case 
where    the    people  claimed  to  be  help- 
less   and    miserable,   and    assarted  that 
their     helplessness     and      misery     was 
taken      advantage     of.       If     that     had. 
been     the    character    of    the    inquiry 
the  only  question  for  your  Lordships' 
House  would  have  been  whether  there 
waa  any  hereditary  obligation  to  sit  on. 
that    Committee,   because    the   inquiry 
could   not   possibly  have  been  finished 
within   the   present   generation.     As    a. 
matter    of    fact,   what   the    Committee 
did     was    this — they     decided    at      a 
preliminary    meeting    to    confine    the 
inquiry  to  those  cases  in   which   sub- 
contracting, or  the  existence  of  middle- 
men,  was  claimed  to  be  an  important 
factor    in    the    case.       That    was    the 
decision  which  the  Committee  arrived  at, 
andit  was,  inmy  judgment,  awise  decision, 
because     it   kept    the    inquiry    within 
reasonable  limits.     It  was  my  duty,  as 
Chairman,    to    sift    and    cull    out    the 
evidence  that  was  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and,  acting  on  that  decision,  I 
rejected  claim  after  claim,  from  industry 
after  industry,  and  individual  after  indi- 
vidual, because  I  held  that  either  there 
was   no  claim,  or  no    sufficient   claim^ 
that  sub-contracting  or  the  existence  of 
middlemen  was  the  cause  of  sweating.    I 
object  to  that  part  of  the  Report  on  three 
grounds — first,  because  it   is   not  true  ;_ 
secondly,  because  it  places  me  in  the  false 
position   of    having  arbitrarily  decided 
that  such  and  such  a  trade  or  individual 
should  not  be  allowed  to  give  evidence 
before  the  Committee;   and  thirdly,  I 
object  to  it  mainly  and  principally  be- 
cause it  gives  a  false  colour  and  com- 
plexion to  the  whole  of  the  inquiry.     It- 
forces  the  inquiry  out  of  its    natural 
channel.     It  states  that  we  inquired  into- 
all  cases  where  the  necessities  of  the 
poor  were  taken  advantage  of,  and  it  puts 
out  of  sight  alt(^ether  the  most  import- 
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ant  factor  ia  the  whole  case — that  is,  the 
allegation,  the  claim,  that  the  abuse  of 
snb-contracting,  and  the  existence  of  un- 
necessary middlemen,  are  the  principal 
causes  of  the  sweating  system.  Now, 
my  Lords,  what  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  on  the  abuse  of  sub-contract- 
ing 1  The  Report  says  that  the  middle- 
man is  the  consequence,  and  not  the 
cause,  of  sweating,  and  the  Committee 
appear  to  treat  that  matter  very  lightly. 
Well,  my  Lords,  the  position  of  the  Com- 
mittee was,  I  think,  somewhat  illogical 
in  that  respect.  The  Report  speaks  of 
the  sweating  in  the  Government  con- 
tracts as  a  very  grave  matter.  The 
charge  in  regard  to  the  Covemment  con- 
tracts was  purely  that  they  were  not 
fulfilled  by  the  original  contractors,  but 
were  sub-let.  If  that  is  a  scandal  in 
respect  of  Government  work,  it  is  equally 
80  in  respect  of  individual  work ;  if  it  is 
immoral  in  the  one  case,  it  is  immoral  in 
the  other.  If  it  is  not  immoral — if  it  is 
wholesome  and  a  proper  means  of  cheapen- 
ing production  in  the  case  of  individuals 
and  private  firms,  then  I  say  you  have  no 
right  to  ask  the  State  to  interfere  in  the 
work  of  the  nation.  The  Report  states 
to  the  efFect  that  some  witnesses  thought 
the  abuse  of  sub-contracting  constituted 
sweating ;  that  others  thought  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it ;  that  some  thought 
one  way,  and  some  the  other.  My  Lords, 
that  gives  an  absolutely  and  totally  false 
impression  to  the  House  of  the  weight  of 
evidence.  That  leaves  your  Lordships 
under  the  impression  that  the  evidence 
was  equally  balanced ;  that  some  of 
the  witnesses  thought  sub  -  contract- 
ing was  tho  cause,  and  other  wit- 
nesses thought  it  was  not.  Now,  what 
are  the  facts  with  regard  to  the  evidence 
upon  that  point  1  Out  of  a  total  number 
of  86  witnesses  who  spoke  upon  that 
question,  83  were  of  opinion  that  some 
or  other  of  the  evils  they  complained  of 
were  due  to  the  existence  of  unnecessary 
middlemen  and  to  sub-contracting.  Mark, 
my  liords,  83  witnesses  out  of  86. 
Among  those  83  witnesses  were  Mr. 
Holland,  of  Holland  and  Sons,  Dr.  Adler, 
the  Chief  Rabbi,  the  o£Scials  of  the 
Jewish  Board  of  Guardians,  Mr.  Barnett, 
the  Labour  Correspondent  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  the  Bishop  of 
Bedford,  who  was  for  ten  and  a  half 
years  Rector  of  Spitalfields,  the  Vicar 
of  Old  Ford,  Mr.  Redgrave,  one  of 
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Her  Majesty's  Chief  Inspectors,  and 
I  think,  with  one  exception,  every 
Factory  Inspector  examined  before 
the  Committee.  Among  them  also  -was 
Mr.  Nepean,  the  Director  of  the  Army . 
Contracts,  and  22  Representatives  of 
Trade  Societies.  All  those  witnesses 
testified  that,  in  their  opinion,  sub- 
letting was  a  cause  of  sweating.  On  the 
other  side  were  three  witnesses.  Miss 
Potter,  Mr.  Maple,  and  Mr.  Davis,  the 
Factory  Inspector  of  SheflSeld.  And  no 
mention  is  made  of  all  this  evidence  on 
this  important  subject.  I  would  ask  your 
Lordships  whether  that  is  a  fair  way  of 
stating  the  evidence  1  It  is  proved  in  the 
evidence  that  the  midddleman  exists 
where  these  evils  abound.  Almost  every 
one  of  these  witnesses  who  gave  evidence 
before  the  Committee  t^eed  that  the 
evils  complained  of  existed  in  trades  and 
industries  in  which  the  system  of  sub- 
contracting existed,  and  claimed  it  to  be 
the  cause  of  them.  My  Lords,  I  do  not 
think  that  to  make  no  mention  what- 
ever of  the  fact  that  there  is  an  over- 
whelming mass  of  evidence,  of  the 
greatest  importance,  given  by  witnesses  of 
the  greatest  authority,  and  who  attribute 
sweating  to  the  abuse  of  sub-contracting, 
and  the  existence  of  the  unnecessary 
middleman,  merely  saying  that  some  of 
the  witnesses  were  one  way  and  some  the 
other,  and  giving  it  as  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  that  sub-contracting  has  prac- 
tically nothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  is 
placing  a  fair  construction  upon  the  evi- 
dence. I  think  it  is  placing  a' false  con- 
struction upon  the  evidence,  that  it  gives 
your  Lordships  an  entirely  false  impres- 
sion of  it,  and  is  not  placing  the  case  fairly 
before  your  Lordships' House.  The  Com- 
mittee are,  of  course,  justified  in  saying 
what  they  like  as  to  sub-contracting  not 
being  a  cause  of  sweating;  but  they 
ought  to  state  that  the  whole  body  of 
evidence  is  against  them,  and  they  are 
not  justified  in  stating  that  the  evils 
proved  in  evidence  existed  in  trades 
where  middlemen  and  sub-contracting 
did  not  exist.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  will 
turn  to  my  second  point,  and  that  is 
the  effect  of  the  excessive  competi- 
tion among  employers  and  capitalists. 
What  is  the  cause  of  this  sub-con- 
tracting that  I  have  spoken  of?  Why 
excessive  competition  among  employers. 
This  question  of  the  competition  of 
capitalists  goes  really,  my  Lords,  to  the 
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•very  root  of  the  matter,  because  upon  it 
depends  the  answer  to  the  question 
■wbether  the  sweating  system  is  a 
natural  development  of  manufacture, 
meeting  a  natural  and  normal  demand, 
or  whether  it  is  the  contrary.  But,  my 
Lords,  this  question  of  competition 
among  employers  is  absolutely  and 
utterly  ignored  in  the  Beport.  There 
is  no  mention  made  of  it  whatever. 
No  reference  is  made  to  the  evidence 
iipon  it ;  no  quotation  is  given  from  the 
evidence ;  nothing  at  all — not  one  word. 
And  yet  it  is  a  matter  of  the  very  first 
importance.  The  silence  of  the  Com- 
mittee upon  this  point  would  cause 
your  Lordships  to  infer,  and  must 
inevitably  cause  your  Lordships  to  infer, 
that  the  competition  of  employers  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  matter. 
Now,  what  does  the  evidence  say  upon 
that  point  1  That  is  a  matter  which  is 
so  important  that  I  will  quote  to  the 
House  what  one  or  two  of  the  witnesses 
say.    Mr.  Holland  says — 

"  To  keep  your  pUtces  eoing  wagea  must  be 
lowered  oonaiderably,  inferior  goods  must  be 
eapplied,  and  all  this  most  be  done  owing  to 
the  competition  among  employers." 

Mr.  Akers,  the  foreman  of  Messrs 
Arthur  and  Company,  a  very  large  firm 
of  clothiers  in  Leeds,  says — 

"It  is  the  competition  in  the  trade  that  has 
vaosed  the  reduction  in  prices,  not  the  com- 
petition to  get  work." 

Mr.  Holley,  the  late  President  of  the 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Tailors,  a  Society 
whose  influence  extends  all  over  the 
United  Kingdom,  says — 

"It  is  difficult  or  impossible  for  the  time 
log  prices  to  be  maintained  owing  to  the 
'Competiiion  of  the  sweaters." 

Mr.  Burnett,  the  Labour  Correspondent 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  says — 

"Excessive  competition,  which  is  the  root 
and  cause  of  most  of  the  evils  complained  of 
in  the  evidence  originated  in  the  ooaepetition 
among  masters  and  employers." 

Mr.  Davis,  the  Factory  Inspector  of 
ShefBeld,  says — 

"The  competition  is  very  great  both  among 
tin  workmen,  the  little  masters,  and  the  large 
loasters,  and  that  really  is  the  oaoae  of  the  low 
wages,  and  so  on." 

Uy  Lords,  I  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  analyse  the  evidence  upon  that 
point,  and  I  find  that  in  speak- 
ing of  the  effects  of  competition,  41 
witnesses,  including  15  wage-earners, 
YOL.  CCCXLY.     [tbibd  sBBiKS.] 


14  employers,  and  12  independent  wit- 
nesses, testify  that  competition  among  em- 
ployers is  the  cause  of  sweating,  and 
there  is  not  one  syllable  mentioned  in 
the  Report  of  that  fact.  My  Lords,  I 
could  multiply  instances  of  that;  but 
what  I  want  to  do  is  to  impress  upon 
you  that  witnesses  of  great  weight  and 
authority  emphatically  and  at  once  put 
down  their  fingers  upon  competition,  the 
competition  of  employers,  as  a  primary 
cause  of  sweating,  and  that  is  entirely 
ignored  in  the  Beport  of  your  Committee, 
^e  sequence  of  events  is  very  simple, 
and  is  plainly  enotigh  proved  in  evidence. 
The  intense  competition  among  employers 
created  a  frantic  desire  for  cheap  pro- 
duction ;  that,  in  its  turn,  resulted  in  a 
tendency  to  employ  unsldlied  instead  of 
skilled  labour,  in  the  introduction  of  the 
cheapest  and  lowest  kind  of  foreign 
labour,  in  scamped  work  and  in  the  use  of 
inferior  material.  The  large  employers 
will  allow  sweaters  to  do  for  them  what 
they  will  not  do  for  themselves.  The 
intense  competition  among  large  firms 
favours  sub-contracting,  causes  sub-con- 
tracting, for  the  simple  and  sufBcient 
reason  that  the  small  man  can  produce 
more  cheaply  than  the  factory  owner  or 
shop  owner,  not  because  he  can  legiti- 
mately produce  more  cheaply,  but  be- 
cause he  is  enabled  to  get  an  advantage 
by  being  able  to  evade  the  law  or 
by  being  outside  the  law.  The  small 
master  does  break  and  evade  the 
law;  the  large  master  cannot  do  so. 
That  gives  a  premium  to  sweating,  it 
gives  a  direct  advantage  to  the  sub  con- 
tractor. Sub-contracting  flourishes  not, 
as  the  Beport  would  lead  your  Lordships 
to  believe,  because  it  is  a  natural 
development  of  manufacture,  but  be- 
cause it  obtains  an  illegitimate  and 
illegal  advantage  over  the  work  that  is 
carried  on  in  the  factory  and  the  workshop* 
I  want  your  Lordships  clearly  to  under- 
stand that  point,  because  it  is  most  im- 
portant. It  indicates  a  distinctly 
diseased  condition  of  manufacture,  which 
calls  urgently  for  a  remedy,  and  for  a 
remedy  it  points  clearly  and  distinctly  to 
one  of  two  things,  the  factory  owner 
and  the  workshop  owner  and  the 
sweater  must  somehow  or  other  be 
put  on  an  equality.  The  sweater 
must  not  be  allowed  to  have  an  ad- 
vantage over  the  feictory  owner.  Either 
we    must    repeal    our    Sanitary  Laws, 
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onr  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts,  and 
leave  the  whole  thing  open  to  competi- 
tion, or  we  mnst  apply  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  to  ail  the  places  -where 
work  is  carried  on,  and  so  do  away  with 
the  stdvantage  which  the  small  man  and 
the  sweater  now  enjoy.  But,  my  Lords, 
does  the  consumer  benefit  in  any  way  by 
this  inferior  cheap  production  1  Accord- 
ing to  the  evidence  he  does  not  benefit 
by  it.  The  evidence  is  distinctly  to  the 
effect  that  the  cheapness  is  merely 
apparent  cheapness,  merely  cheapness  in 
price,  and  that  it  has  been  attained  at 
the  sacrifice  of  quality.  My  Lords,  I  am 
quite  aware  that  the  deterioration  was 
denied  by  a  good  many  witnesses.  The 
Beport  quotes  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Gifien 
to  show  that  there  had  been  no  deteriora- 
tion in  the  boot  trade,  because  his 
statistics  proved  that  the  trade  had  ex- 
panded. But  I  think  I  may  point  out 
that  Mr.  GifEen's  figures  apply  to  the 
whole  trade,  whereas  the  allegation  of 
deterioration  is  only  made  a^nst  a 
ceilain  portion  of  the  boot  trade, 
principally  the  slop  trade  with  the 
colonies.  I  have  no  time  to  weigh 
and  balance  all  the  evidence  for 
and  against  the  allegation  of  deteriora- 
tion ;  I  will  only  say,  and  I  know  very 
weU  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  g^reat 
mass  and  bulk  of  the  evidence  is  to  the 
efEect  that  cheapness  is  accompanied  by 
scamped  work,  by  the  use  of  inferior 
materials,  and  that  there  is  great 
deterioration  in  quality  in  those  trades, 
or  portions  of  trades,  in  which  sweating 
exists,  and  which  were  inquired  into  by 
your  Lordships'  Committee.  Then,  my 
Lords,  I  come  to  my  third  and  last  point, 
that  is  the  question  of  immigration.  Of 
course,  my  Lords,  the  excessive  competi- 
tion of  capital  could  not  have  produced 
the  awful  results  that  we  have  seen 
proved  in  evidence  if  it  could  not  act 
upon  an  overcrowded,  unskilled  labour 
market.  The  noble  Earl  upon  the  Gross 
Benches  is  perfectly  right  in  his  Amend- 
ment— the  overcrowded  condition  of 
the  labour  market  is  at  the  root  and 
foundation  of  the  evil,  and  I  hope  I  shall 
not  only  have  his  support  upon  that 
point,  but  in  what  I  shall  have  to  say 
about  the  overcrowded  state  of  that 
market.  The  glut  in  that  market  causes 
the  open  competition  value  of  unskilled 
labour  to  be  very  low ;  and  workers  are 
unable  to  overcome  tliis  natural  result, 
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and  force  wages  up  above  the  open  com- 
petition market  value  by  combination. 
For  the  glut  and  the  effects  of  it  the 
actual  or  potential  results  of  foreign 
immigration  are  mainly  responsible. 
So  long  as  this  destitute,  cheap,  foreign 
labour  has  free  access  to  our  shores  the 
unskilled  labour  market  is,  for  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  coterminous  with 
the  supply  of  that  cheap  labour  all  over 
the  world.  .  The  mere  fact  that  em- 
ployers can,  if  they  choose,  bring  over 
200  or  300  destitute  Russian,  Boa- 
manian,  or  Polish  Jews  at  any  time 
must  tend  to  depress  wages  down  to  the 
low  level  of  wages  and  standard  of 
life  which  those  destitute  foreigners 
are  able  to  subsist  upon.  The  Beport 
makes  very  light  of  this  matter.  It 
admits  that  certain  trades  have  been 
aiEected,  but  it  says  that  undue  stress 
has  been  laid  upon  the  injurious  effect  of 
foreign  immigration,  and  then  the 
Report  goes  on  to  preach  to  these  people 
about  their  imprudence,  the  result  of 
their  early  marriages,  and  their  low 
standard  of  life.  What  is  the  use  of 
talking  to  them  of  their  low  standard 
of  Ufe  if  you  insist  upon  leaving  them  at 
the  same  time  in  competition  with  a 
class  of  foreign  labour  with  a  standard  of 
life  so  low  that  the  native  bom  can^ 
not  exist  under  it?  Is  it  not  mere 
mockery  to  talk  of  their  raising  their 
standard  of  life?  How  are  they 
to  do  it  if  they  are  subject  to 
this  competition  1  What  is  the  use 
of  talking  about  l^eir  early  mar- 
riages, and  the  congested  con(Ution  of 
the  labour  market,  when  you  know  very 
well  that  as  long  as  this  foreign  immi- 
gration can  flow  in  unchecked  to  fill 
up  any  gap,  nothing  that  the  people 
can  do  themselves,  either  by  seJf- 
control  or  emigration  or  in  any  other 
way,  can  have  any  effect  whatever  in 
relieving  the  congestion  or  benefitting 
their  condition  ?  Mr.  Tillett,  the  Secre- 
twy  of  the  Dock  Labourers'  Union, 
mentioned  a  case  where  a  party  of  500 
emigrants  went  out  of  Tilbury  Docks, 
and  at  the  same  time  700  foreign 
labourers  came  in ;  and  he  added  that 
he  knew  several  cases  where  men  had 
been  contemplating  emigration,  but 
had  given  up  the  idea  when  they  saw 
the  foreign  labourers  coming  to  fiU  their 
places.  In  one  case,  the  man  had 
actually  applied  for    his    passage,   but 
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haTing  leceived  this  information  and 
learnt  these  facts,  he  would  not  go, 
BBying,  "  I  do  not  want  to  go  out  of  my 
oonntry  as  long  as  these  other  people  are 
ooming  in  ;  it  is  only  making  room  for 
them."  I  commend  that  to  jour  Lord- 
ships' consideration  most  earnestly,  be- 
cause it  contains  a  vast  deal  of  truth. 
As  long  as  these  men  can  and  do  come 
in  BO  long  will  it  be  impossible  for  our 
natiTe  labourers  to  do  anything  which 
can  have  any  effect  upon  their  present 
miserable  condition.  My  Lords,  do  you 
think  it  is  a  good  thing  that  our  native 
labour  should  be  pitted  against  this 
dass  of  destitute  foreign  labour? 
Do  yen  think  it  is  a  desirable 
thing  that  it  should  be  so?  Do 
jon  think  it  is  likely  to  improve 
the  characteristics  or  the  moral,  mental, 
and  physical  development  of  our  people  t 
Do  you  think  it  is  a  g^ood  thing  to 
encourage  this  struggle  for  existence, 
and  BurviTal  of  the  fittest,  when 
the  fittest  is  the  one  who  can 
subsist  OB  the  lowest'  possible  diet, 
amidst  the  greatest  possible  amount  of 
filth,  and  surrounded  by  the  greatest 
possible  amount  of  misery  ?  My  Lords, 
the  Committee  recommend  combination. 
What  is  the  use  of  recommending  com- 
binaticm  to  these  people !  How  are  they 
eSectnally  to  combine  ?  How  are  they 
to  make  an  effective  combination  when 
at  any  time  they  may  be  flooded  by  this 
cheap,  destitute,  unorganised,  foreign 
labour,  which  can  break  down  any  com- 
bination they  can  possibly  make? 
Tbere  is  no  use  blinking  at  facts, 
and  the  truth  is  that  if  you  choose  to 
allow  British  labour  to  be  placed  in  com- 
petition with  this  kind  of  foreign  labonr, 
jon  must  make  up  your  minds  that  the 
British  working  man  and  working 
woman  must  and  will  be  brought  down 
to  the  level  of  subsistence  and  methods 
of  life  of  the  foreign  labourer.  It  must 
he  so;  it  cannot  possibly  be  otherwise. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  you  desire  that 
British  labour  in  these  trades  should  be 
pnt  on  something  like  a  footing  of  decent 
existence,  and  especially  if  you  desire 
that  that  should  be  brought  about  in  the 
best  of  all  possible  ways,  by  self  help 
among  the  people,  and  by  mutual  com- 
bination among  themselves,  then,  my 
Ijords,  it  is  absolutely  certain  that  some 
check,or,if  necessary,  a  full  stop  should  be 
idaoed  upon  the  importation  of  this  cheap, 


destitute,  and  unskilled  foreign  labour. 
That,    my   Lords,   is   my  opinion;    the 
(Committee  appear  to  bold  the  opposite 
opinion.     Well,   the    Committee  are,  of 
course,   perfectly  entitled  to  hold   any 
opinion  they  cboose  upon  the  subject.     I 
do  not  object  to  that ;  but  what   I  do 
object  to,  and  most  strenuously  protest 
against,  is  the  way  in  which  the  evidence 
upon  this  point  has  been  treated.     The 
Report   mentions    foreign   immigration 
in  connection  with  two  trades  only — the 
tailoring  and  the  bootmaldng  trade.     In 
the  tailoring  trade  it  mentions  one  wit- 
ness only,  Mr.   Hollington,  as   being  of 
opinion  that  foreign  immigration  had  an 
injurious   effect    upon    his   trade ;    and 
against  him  it   sets   up   Mr.  Stephany, 
Mr.   Alexander,   and  Miss  Potter.     In 
the  boot  trade  it  mentions  five  witnesses 
a«  holding  that  immigration  is  injurious, 
and  it  mentions,  in  the  margin,  six  wit- 
nesses as  holdingthe  contranr opinion.  My 
Lords,  in  a  matter  of  such  importance  as 
this,  I  think  I  am  not  only  justified,  but 
that  it  is  my  duty,  to  examine  and  look 
into  the  character  of  the  evidence  which 
the  Committee  have  put,  as  a  set-off  to 
the  evidence  as  to  the  evil  consequences 
of  the  foreign  immigration.     Tlieir  prin- 
cipal witnesses  are   Mr.  Stephany,   Mr. 
Alexander,    and      Miss    Potter.      Mr. 
Stephany  and   Mr.   Alexander  are  the 
honorary    and    paid    secretaries  of   the 
Jewish    Board   of    Guardians — a   most 
excellent  institution — an  institution  con- 
ducted, on  the  whole,  so  admirably  that  it- 
may  serve  as  a  model  to  similar  institu- 
tions anywhere.     But,  my  Lords,  I  think 
it  is  only  right  and  just  to  remember  that^ 
practically,    the    whole  of  this   foreign 
labour  consists  of  Russian,  Polish,  and 
Roumanian  Jews,  and  the  ofiBcials  of  the 
Jewish  Board  of  Guardians  not  unnatur- 
ally look  upon  them  with  a  sympathetic 
and  a  favouring  eye.    As  a  matter  of 
fact,  Mr.  Stephany  and  Mr.  Alexander 
said  very  little  upon  this  point.     They 
quoted  principally  from  the  reports  of 
the  institution  ;  they  said  scarcely  any- 
thing of  themselves.     They  admit  they 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  volume  of  this 
foreign  labour,  and  they  admit  that  they 
had  no  means  of  obtaining  any  know- 
ledge of  it ;  they  said,  in  their  opinion, 
it  was  not  sufficiently  large  to  have  any 
great  effect ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  tbey 
stated  that  they  did  their  best  to  check 
it      by    trying    to    prevent    destitute 
M  2      * 
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foreigners  coming  over  here,  and  by 
either  sending  those  who  did  come  over 
here  home  again,  or  by  endeavouring 
to  pass  them  on  to  the  United  States. 
Then  Miss  Potter's  name  is  men- 
tioned. Miss  Potter  has  done  admir- 
able work  in  the  East  End  and  has  had 
considerable  experience  there.  It  is 
stated  in  the  Report  that  Miss  Potter 
herself  worked  in  the  sweaters'  honses 
in  order  to  obtain  practical  experience. 
That  is,  no  donbt,  perfectly  true ;  but 
what  I  wish  your  Lordships  to  note  is 
that,  according  to  her  evidence.  Miss 
Potter  worked  in  only  the  superior 
branches  of  the  clothing  trade  and  in 
superior  shops,  and  her  practical 
experience  was  confined  within  the  not 
very  large  limit  of  three  weeks.  I  have 
no  desire  whatever  to  minimise  the 
Talue  of  Miss  Potter's  evidence.  It  was 
very  "valuable.  But  I  do  say  this  :  that 
it  ought  to  have  been  btdanced  and 
weighed  against  the  evidence  of  other 
people  of  greater  experience  in  the  trade, 
and  that  it  does  not  merit  the  position  of 
almost  exclusive  importance  that  is 
.  assigned  to  it  in  ttie  Report.  Now,  my 
Lords,  as  to  the  bootmaking  trade,  the 
principal  witness  quoted.  Mr.  Craig 
was  the  salaried  secretary  of  the  Boot  and 
.  Shoe  Manufacturers'  Association,  and  he 
admitted  he  had  no  practical  knowledge 
of  the  trade  himself.  Of  the  witnesses 
referred  to  in  the  margin  as  supporting 
his  views,  Mr.  Flatau,  a  very  larg^  manu- 
facturer, admitted  that  it  was  difficult  to 
say  whether  or  not  the  trade  was  passing 
out  of  English  hands  into  the  hands  of 
foreigners.  Mr.  Maddey,  the  foreman 
at  Messrs.  Salomon's,  admitted,  in  cross- 
examination,  that  the  foreigner  does 
sometimes  push  the  Englishman  out  of 
work.  Mr.  S.  Moses  said  he  did  not 
employ  foreign  sweaters,  because  "  there 
are  a  number  of  good  workmen  out  of 
work  that  are  glad  to  get  into  a  respect- 
able third  or  fourth-class  shop,  and 
they  will  take  low  wages  for  the 
«ake  of  their  families."  Mr.  Darnell 
did  not  give  evidence  upon  the  subject 
at  all,  but  spoke  upon  the  subject  of 
competition  of  foreign-made  goods — quite 
another  thing.  One  witness  only,  Mr. 
Salomon,  can  be  truthfully  said  to  bear 
out  the  conclusion  of  tite  Committee, 
and  that  witness  was  directly  contradicted 
by  his  own  foreman.  That,  my  Lords,  is 
the  kind  of  evidence — that  is  the  kind  of 
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ricketty  scaffolding  upon  which  rests 
that  part  of  the  structure  of  this  Report, 
which  states  that  the  iail  in  prices  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  influx  of  foreign 
labour  in  regard  to  sweating.  Then, 
there  is  an  equally  astonishing  conclusion 
in  paragraph  71,  where  the  Com- 
mittee say  that  they  can  form  no 
opinion  as  to  the  coarse  of  wages  in 
the  lower  branches  of  the  boot  trade. 
The  Report  states  that  in  the  higher 
branches  the  wages  are  as  good  as  ever 
they  were.  There  was  evidence  to  that 
effect,  and  1  believe  it  to  be  perfectly 
true ;  but  that  was  only  in  respect  of 
the  very  highest  class  ofbespoke  goods — 
that  is  to  say,  the  very  best  class  of  hand 
made  boots  that  can  possibly  be  made. 
But  the  Committee  can  form  no  opinion 
upon  the  point  as  to  whether  wages  are 
going  down  in  the  lower  branches  of 
trade.  They  might,  I  think,  at  least  have 
informed  your  Lordships  that  there  is  an 
overwhelming  body  of  evidence  which 
asserts  that  iu  the  trade  generally  the 
higher  branches  are  shrinking  and 
shrinking,  and  the  lower  branches  are 
expanding  'and  expanding ;  that  the 
general  tendency  is  for  wages  to  go 
down  in  those  lower  branches,  and  that 
this  cutting  down  of  wages  is  attribu- 
table largely  to  the  increase  of  foreign 
immigrants.  I  should  like  your  Lord- 
ships, if  you  will,'  to  turn  for  one 
moment  to  paragraph  55  of  the  Report, 
because  I  want  to  give  it  to  your  Lord- 
ships as  an  example  of  the  way  in 
which  the  evidence  upon  this  point  is 
treated.  The  contention  in  this  pciragraph 
is  that  the  introduction  of  the  greeners 
in  the  boot  trade  has  cut  down  wages, 
because  the  greeners  do  not  know  what 
price  to  ask  for  their  work,  and,  in  fact, 
do  not  ask  any  price  for  their  work. 
Against  the  statement  of  Mr.  Solomon 
the  Committee  adduce  Miss  Potter  and 
Mr.  Maddy.  They  drag  Miss  Potter  into 
this  question  in  reference  to  the  boot- 
making  trade,  in,  I  must  say,  a  most  un- 
ceremonious and  unjustifiable  manner. 
Miss  Potter  knows  nothing,  and  never  pre- 
tended to  know  anything,  about  bootmak- 
ing. It  is  true  that  the  Report  says  she 
testified  that  the  greeners  in  the  tailoring 
trade  soon  learn  better,  and  in  a  few 
months  can  earn  as  much  as  anyone. 
But  that  leaves  your  Lordships  to  infer 
that,  because  that  occurs  in  tiie  tailoring 
trade,  it  also  occurs  in  the  bootmaking 
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trade.  What  right  has  the  Committee 
to  ask  yonr  Lordships  to  believe  that 
tiiere  is  a  close  analogy  between  these 
two  trades,  and  to  suppose  that,  because 
Miss  Potter  says  so-and-so  occurred  in 
the  tailoring  trade,  therefore,  what  Mr. 
Salomon  said  with  regard  to  the  boot- 
making  trade,  is  incorrect  1  Besides  that, 
the  Beport  makes  those  two  witnesses 
pat  forward  statements,  and  puts  words 
and  opinions  into  their  mouths  which 
they  never  uttered  or  entertained.  Miss 
Potter  never  said  that  in  the  tailoring 
trade  greeners  could  earn  as  good  wages 
as  anyone  else  after  three  monthp, 
and  Mr.  Maddy  never  said  a  word  in 
corroboration  of  such  a  statement.  What 
}Eaa  Potter  did  say  was  this — 

"The  actual  raw  greener  cannot  be  used  in 
the  tailoring  trade,  he  must  at  least  have  done 
taQoriog  at  home  to  be  of  aoy  use.  Then  he 
cornea  into  the  workshop,  and  he  serrea  for 
about  three  months,  perhaps  for  a  very  small 
wage,  and  at  the  end  of  three  months  he  can 
command  as  good  a  wage  as  anybody." 

What  Mr.  Maddy  said  was  that  a  greener 
might,  not  after  three,  but  after  12 
months,  be  able  to  earn  as  good  wages  as 
anyone  else.  My  Lords,  I  do  not  think 
that  such  a  loose  and  careless  treatment 
d  evidence  as  that  will  find  favour  in 
tiie  eyes  of  your  Lordships'  House. 
Now,  my  Lords,  what  does  the  Report 
say  as  to  the  evidence  on  the  other 
side  t  What  kind  of  summary  or  precis 
is  there  of  the  evidence  in  favour  of 
the  contention  that  foreign  immigra- 
tion has  a  bad  effect  ?  It  mentions  the 
matter  in  a  very  few  places  indeed. 
This  question  of  immigration  came 
up  before  us  only  incidentally.  There 
was  a  Committee  of  the  other  House, 
inquiring  into  that  particular  matter, 
and  every  witness  who  desired  to  give 
evidence  upon  that  particular  point  I 
tamed  over  to  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  he  was 
not  heard  before  the  Committee  of  your 
Lordships'  House.  It  came  up  inci- 
dentally only ;  but  so  important  was 
it,  so  all-pervading  was  the  effect  of  this 
foreign  immigration,  that  it  was  con- 
standy  being  alluded  to  by  the  witnesses. 
I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  analyse  that 
evidence  also,  and  I  find  that,  out 
of  20  working  -  class  witnesses  who 
alluded  to  the  subject,  17  were  of 
opinion  that  their  trade  was  injured  by 
foreign  immigration,  and  three  of  a  con. 


trary  opinion.  Of  1 4  em  ployers,  small  em- 
ployers who  nwke  use  of  this  cheap  foreign 
labour,  nine  believed  that  it  was  inju- 
rious to  the  trade,  and  five  that  it  was 
not  injurious ;  four  out  of  those 
five  being  themselves  Jews.  Of 
18  uninterested  witnesses,  entirely  in- 
dependent witnesses,  not  engaged  in  the 
trade  at  all ;  14  spoke  strongly  of  the 
bad  effects  of  foreign  immigration. 
Among  those  14  were  the  Bishop  of 
Bedford,  Mr.  Lakeman,  Mr.  Qiffen,  Mr. 
Burnett,  the  Labour  Correspondent  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  many  others. 
Mr.  GifEen,  it  is  true,  said  that  the  effect 
of  these  people 

"  Bemaining  for  settlement  in  the  United 
Kingdom  would  not  apparently  be  very  large 
compared  with  the  whole  number  of  people  in 
this  country." 

Well,  my  Lords,  that,  of  coarse,  is  abso- 
lutely true ;  but  Mr.  Giflen  added — 

"  It  might  no  doubt  be  important  with 
reference  to  particular  localities  and  with 
reference  to  particular  trades." 

That  was  all  that  was  claimed  with  regard 
to  it.  Mr.  Henderson,  the  Superintend- 
ing Inspector  of  Factories  for  Scotland 
and  the  North  of  England,  said — and 
this,  my  Lords,  is  most  important,  and 
I  ask  yonr  attention  particularly  to  it. 
He  said,  with  regard  to  foreign  immi- 
gration— 

**  It  does  not  affect  as  in  the  North  at  all, 
only  indirectly.  The  rate  of  wages  paid  in 
London  for  the  manufacture  of  clothing  no 
doubt  practically  regulated  the  rate  of  wages 
paid  everywhere  else  in  the  country." 

The  fact  that  the  rate  of  wages  is  borne 
down  in  London  would  bear  down  the 
rate  of  wages  everywhere  else  in-  this 
country.  Dr.  Adler,  the  Chief  Rabbi, 
while  refusing  to  allow  that  foreign 
immigration  was  the  cause  of  sweating 
generally,  admitted  that  it  might  be  the 
case  in  certain  trades.  Then,  my  Lords,  on 
the  other  side,  those  who  say  it  has  no 
particular  effect,  are  Miss  Potter,  whom 
I  have  already  alluded  to,  Mr.  Stephan, 
Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr.  Cohen,  all 
officials  of  Jewish  Boards  of  Guardians. 
I  ask  your  Lordships  ought  all  that 
evidence  to  have  been  practically  sup- 
pressed t  Should  no  mention  have  been 
made  whatever  in  the  Report  to  this 
great  mass,  this  great  weight  and 
body  of  evidence  which  was  given  in 
favour  of  the  contention  that  the 
influx  of  this  cheap,  unskilled,  destitute, 
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foreign  labotir,  has  a  very  serions  effect 
upon  our  British  industries,  and  is 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  sweating. 
The  Report  makes  no  recommenda- 
tion on  that  subject.  I  do  not  find 
fault  'vrith  it  in  the  least  for  that; 
indeed,  I  have  not  myself  thought  it  right 
to  suggest  any  interference  with  this 
stream  of  foreign  immigration,  and  for 
these  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  there 
isagpreat  body  of  evidence  before  us  which, 
while  fully  admitting  the  gravity  of  the 
evil,  shows  that  the  witnesses  shrank  from 
any  interference  whatever.  But  my 
principal  reason  was  that,  as  I  have  said, 
a  Committee  of  the  other  House  was 
inquiring  into  this  subject,  and  it  had 
not  made  its  Report  when  my  draft  was 
circulated.  I  thought,  therefore,  it 
would  not  be  proper,  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, for  any  suggestions  or  inter- 
ference to  be  made  by  your  Lordships' 
Committee.  But  to  abstain  from  sug- 
gesting direct  interference  by  the 
State  is  a  very  different  matter  from 
stating  that  the  effect  of  foreign 
immigration  is  much  exaggerated,  and 
omitting  or  suppressing  all  the  evidence 
to  the  contrary.  Now,  my  Lords,  those 
are  tlie  three  points  which  I  wished  to 
deal  with.  Those  are  the  chief  criticisms 
which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  upon 
this  Report.  I  find  the  Report  is  faulty 
in  respect  of  the  effectof  the  abuse  of  sub- 
contracting; I  find  it  is  faulty  in  respect  of 
the  effect  of  excessive  competition  among 
employers  ;  and  I  find  it  is  faulty  in  the 
respect  of  the  effect  of  foreign  immigra- 
tion. It  is  faulty,  in  fact,  wherever 
capital  is  involved.  In  all  those  questions 
I  have  mentioned  the  conclusions  of  the 
Committee  appear  to  me  to  be  not  only 
founded  upon  insufficient  evidence,  but  to 
ba  directly  opposed  to  the  great  weight 
and  bulk  of  the  evidence  which  was  given 
before  the  Committee.  My  Lords,  I  set 
out  with  certain  propositions  to  make 
good,  and  I  hope  I  have  succeeded  in 
doing  so.  I  hope  I  have  succeeded  in 
proving  to  your  Lordships  that  there 
is  a  sweating  system;  that  there  is 
not  only  sweating,  which  is  an- 
other term  for  misery,  but  a 
sweating  system,  a  system  of  manu- 
facturing which  produces  misery.  I 
hope  I  have  proved  to  your  Lordships 
also  that  the  sweating  system  is  not 
merely  a  natural  development  of  manu- 
fikcture,  a  natural  and  wholesome  means 
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of  meeting  a  natural  and  whcdesome  de- 
mand. I  hope  I  have  shown  to  your 
Lordships  that  subcontracting,  foioed 
into  unnatural  exuberance  by  the  exces- 
sive competition  of  employers,  is  one  of 
the  chief  causes  of  sweating  ;  and  that 
that  sub-contracting  results  from  the  ex- 
cessive competition  of  capital  acting  upon 
an  unskilled  labour  market  which  is  too 
full — which  is  filled  to  repletion  by  the 
influx  of  foreign  unskilled  labour,  os 
dominated  and  controlled  absolutely  by 
the  fear  of  an  influx  of  foreign  labour. 
My  Lords,  I  hope  I  have  succeeded  in 
proving  those  propositions,  and  I  believe 
I  have  at  least  succeeded  in  demonstrat- 
ing that  the  Report  is  not  in  line  with 
the  evidence ;  that  it  is  not  founded  upon 
the  evidence  ;  and  that  in  many  most  im- 
portant particulars  its  conclusions  are 
directly  opposed  to  the  evidence  ;  that  a 
great  body  of  evidence  is  left  entirely  un- 
noticed ;  and  that  an  enormous  mass  of 
evidence,  including  the  opinions  of 
witnesses  of  great  authoriiy,  is  entirely 
omitted,  and  is  omitted  in  those'  cases, 
and  in  those  instances,  where  it  proved 
to  the  contrary  the  opinions  formed  by 
the  Committee.  My  Lords,  I  will  only 
say  a  word  or  two  more  as  to  the  recom- 
mendations. The  Report  confines  itself 
in  its  recommendations  to  sanitation. 
As  far  as  that  goes  I  am  entirely  in 
agreement.  In  my  opinion,  the  recom- 
mendations as  to  sanitation  are  admir- 
able, and  if  carried  out  would  have  a 
very  good  effect,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  see 
their  way  tocarry  them  out.  But,  my  Lords, 
you  are  not  going  to  cure  this  morbid, 
unwholesome  condition  of  trade  by  the 
application  of  lime  wash  and  paint ;  yon 
must  have  more  searching  and  more 
drastic  legislation  than  that.  You  must 
ensurd  equality  between  the  sweater 
and  the  legitimate  manufacturer.  That 
must  be  attained  by  some  means.  As 
workers  are  protected  in  a  factory  or  in 
a  workshop,  they  must  be  equally  pro- 
tected wherever  work  is  carried  on,  and 
under  whatever  conditions  the  work  is 
carried  on.  Those  illegitimate  advantages 
which  the  sweater  enjoys  must  be  taken 
away  from  him  and  the  factory  owner, 
and  the  workshop  owner  must  not  be 
allowed  to  work  at  a  disadvantage.  If 
the  existing  factory  legislation  could  be 
applied  to  all  places  where  work  is  carried 
on,  if  then  this  sub-oontracting  continued 
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io  exist,  and  the  sweater  continued  to 
flourish,  I  should  say  there  was  a  good 
i  priori  case  for  supposing  that  this  sub- 
contracting, and  this  sweating  middle- 
man were  a  natural  and  normal  develop- 
ment of  industry.  But,  my  Lords,  if  the 
law  were  applied  and  enforced  every- 
where, 1  am  very  certain  that  you  would 
see  the  tendency  would  be  for  the  work 
to  gravitate  to  the  large  workshops  and 
factories  ;  the  tendency  would  be  for  the 
sweater  to  decay  and  die  out.  That^  my 
Lords,  is  what  I  wish  to  see  take  place. 
I  wish  to  see  the  State  interfere  effec- 
tually, but  interfere  onlywithin  what  I 
believe  to  be  its  legitimate  sphere  of 
action.  I  wish  to  see  it  interfere  in  the 
question  of  sanitation.  I  wish  to  ^e  it 
interfere  also  in  giving  a  wider  applica- 
tion, and  as  far  as  possible  a  universal 
application,  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Factory  Acts,  regulating  the  hours  of 
labour  for  women,  young  persons,  and 
children.  Protected  persons  should  be 
protected  everywhere.  If  that  were  done, 
two  of  the  evils  which  are  complained  of 
would  be  dealt  with.  The  excessive  hours 
would  be  prevented  to  a  large  extent,  and 
the  horrible  insanitary  conditions  of 
hhonr  would  be  cured,  and  you  would  have 
placed  the  people  in  a  position,  perhaps, 
to  cure  the  third  evil  complained  of — the 
utterly  inadequate  rate  of  wages.  That, 
my  Lords,  is  a  matter  that  can  only  be 
dealt  with  by  the  people  themselves  j 
but  the  State  may  do  something  to  put 
them  in  a  position  to  themselves  deal 
with  it.  Whether  the  people  can  do  so 
without  some  check  being  placed  upon 
foreign  immigration,  without  something 
being  done  which  will  enable  us  to  deal 
with  that  immigration,  1  very  greatly 
doabt.  I  believe  that  the  question  of 
foreign  immigration  will  force  itself  upon 
the  attention  of  Parliament.  If  a  com- 
mencement had  been  made  in  dealing 
with  the  whole  subject  of  sweating  10 
or  15  years  ago  there  would  have  been 
rery  little  trouble  in  the  matter  now. 
The  longer  it  is  allowed  t}  be  unchecked 
the  greater  the  diflSoulties  that  you  will 
have  to  deal  with  will  be.  I  hold  it  to 
be  true  statesmanship  to  anticipate  a 
coming  necessity,  and  I  should  like  to 
see  this  question  of  foreign  immigration 
dealt  with  before  it  is  forced  upon  the 
attention  of  Government  by  popular 
damonr.  My  Lords,  I  see  no  way  in 
iriiich  the  law  can  be  universally  applied. 


or  more  widely  applied,  other  than  in  the 
recommendations  which  I  venture  to 
make  in  paragraph  191,  and  the  two 
succeeding  paragraphs,  of  the  draft  which 
I  had  the  honour  to  bring  before  the 
Committee.  If  these  recommendations 
were  adopted — and  I  do  hope  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will,  at  least, 
consider  the  advisability  of  doing  so — 
of  course  a  number  of  consequential 
Amendments  in  the  Act  of  1878  would 
become  necessary.  That  Act,  my  Lords, 
is  simply  a  miracle,  a  masterpiece  of  con- 
fusion. Nobody  understands  it.  I  venture 
to  say  that  if  you  were  to  shut  up  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Thring), 
and  all  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors  in 
different  rooms,  and  ask  them  to  write 
down  separately  what  they  held  to  be 
the  powers  which  are  given  under  that 
Act,  and  who  the  people  are  who  come 
within  its  jurisdiction,  and  who  do  not,  no 
two  of  them  would  be  able  to  agree.  The 
Act  requires  amendment.  What  can  be 
more  absurd,  for  instance,  than  the 
provision  in  Clause  15  of  that  Act  which 
allows  women  to  work  during  a  period 
of  15  hours,  provided  thoy  are  allowed 
four  hours  and  a  half  for  rest  and  refresh- 
ment ;  and  there  being  at  the  same  time  a 
provision  in  another  clause,  61,  which 
makes  it  absolutely  impossible  for  an 
Inspector,  or  any  number  of  Inspectors, 
to  see  that  the  women  get  their  four 
hours  and  a  half  rest,  or  to  ascertain 
whether  they  are  not  compelled  to  work 
15  hours  out  of  the  24.  Sections  77  and 
78  are  also  sections  which  are  liable  to 
great  abuse,  and  I  would  draw  attention 
to  them.  The  matter  of  overtime,  too, 
requires  careful  consideration.  Over- 
time was  granted  in  order  to  meet  sudden 
demands,  but  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
evidence  given  in  proof  of  the  allegation 
that  the  privileges  of  overtime  are 
abused,  that  practically  the  full  time 
allowance  is  worked  on  consecutive  days, 
that  is  to  say,  the  overtime  allowed  is 
worked  out  in  about  two  months,  and 
produces  a  period  of  brisk  trade,  that 
period  of  brisk  trade  being  followed 
by  a  period  of  comparatively  slack 
trade.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the 
question  of  overtime  is  very  important, 
and  deserves  very  careful  consideration. 
Then,  my  Lords,  the  term  "workshop" 
requires  to  be  more  clearly  defined,  and 
if  the  word  "femily"  continues  to  be 
used  in  the  Act,  (hat  also  requires  to 
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be  more  carefully  defined.    At  present 
what  may    be    included    in    the  Trord 
"  &mily  "  is  very  vague,  and  I  suppose 
in  Scotland  it  might  be  made  to  compre- 
hend almost    the    whole  country  side. 
Then,    I    think,    a   minimum    penally 
ought  to  be  imposed  for  all  breaches  of 
the  Act.    Those  are  the  alterations  and 
Amendments  which  I  would  venture  to 
press     upon    the     attention    of      Her 
Majesty's  Government.     The  number  of 
Inspectors  also  requires  to  be  increased. 
It  came  out  very  stronjfly  in  evidence, 
and  very  greatly,  I  think,  to  the    credit 
of    Hor    Majesty's  Inspectors,  how  very 
strong  a  sense  of    duty  they   evidently 
entertain,  and  what  great  exertions  they 
make  to  fulfil  that  duty,  but  their  num- 
bers are  utterly  inadequate  and  must  be 
largely,  supplemented.    They  ought  also, 
in  certain  cases,  to  be  assisted  by  men 
who  have  practical  experience  of    the 
various  trades,  and   who   have  at   their 
fingers'  ends  all  the   dodges   which  are 
practised  in  the  trades.     My  Ix>rds,  that 
is  practically  all  I   have   to  say  to  your 
Lordships.     I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  all 
mention    of     the     dock    labourers    was 
omitted  in  the  Eeport.      It  is  impossible 
to  say  that  a  precis  of  the  very  volumin- 
ous evidence  which  was  given  upon  that 
subject  would  not  be  of  great  v«lue.    I 
think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  there  is  no 
reference  to  the  tailoring  trade  in  the 
West  End  of  London ;  and  I  should  per- 
sonally be  glad  if  some  Member  of  the 
Committee  would    explain    what    they 
mean  by  the  opinions,  sentiments,  and 
statement    of    facts    attributed  to    the 
Bishop  of  Bedford  in  paragraph  44  of  the 
B«port.      My  Lords,  before  I  sit  down  I 
should  like,  though  it  may  be  unusual, 
to  express  upon  my  own  part,  at  any 
rate,  my  thanks  to  some  of  the  witnesses 
and    others  who  were  of  the  g^atest 
assistance  in  the  inquiry.        As    your 
Lordships  may  well  imagine,  considering 
the  character  of  the  witnesses   that  we 
wanted  to  bring  before  the  Committee,  the 
inquiry  was,  at  its  inception,  exceedingly 
difficult  to  set  in  motion.     Mr.  Arnold 
White,  at  the  request  of  the  Committee, 
gave    us    very    valuable    assistance    at 
the    outset      in    setting     the    inquiry 
going.     It  is  true  that  in  a  very  short 
time  the  inquiry  gained  a   momentum 
that  was  exceedingly  difficult  to  check, 
but  at  the  beginning  it  was  exceedingly 
difficult  to  set  in  motion,  and  I  think 
The  Earl  ofDunraven 


Mr.  Arnold  White  tleserves  Ae  thanks 
of  the  Committee  and  your  Lordships 
for  the  assistance  he  gave.  A  great 
many  of  the  witnesses  before  ns. 
who  were  not  in  the  least  interested 
on  one  side  or  the  other,  came 
long  distances,  at  great  inoonveni- 
enoe,  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  much  valu- 
able time,  to  give  information  and 
assistance  to  the  Committee.  I  shoold 
like  also  to  say  that  we  derived  the 
greatest  assistance  from  Mr.  Oram,  one 
of  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors,  who  assisted 
us  in  the  very  difficult  task  of  obtaining 
reliable  witnesses  from  the  Provinces. 
My  Lords,  the  task  which  I  have  set 
myself  has  not  been  a  very  agreeable 
one.  It  is  not  very  pleasant  to  have  to 
make  criticisms  in  a  case  of  this  kind^ 
but  feeling,  as  I  do,  very  strongly  thafa 
the  case  which  was  presented  in  evidencet 
before  the  Committee  is  not  clearly^ 
fairly,  justly,  and  impartially  placed 
before  the  House  in  the  Report,  feeling, 
as  I  do  also,  that  although  improvedt 
sanitation  will  do  something  if  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  are- 
carried  out,  things  will  remain  very- 
much  as  they  were  before,  and  believ- 
ing, as  I  do,  that  if  that  is  the  case,  the 
consequences  will  be  serious,  I  think  L 
should  have  been  very  much  lacking  in 
a  sense  of  duty  if  I  had  not  endeavoured 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  lay  before 
the  House  what  I  believe  to  be  tho 
truth. 

Moved  to  resolve — 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  legisla- 
tion with  a  view  to  the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  people  suffering  under  the 
sweating  system  is  urgently  needed."— (The 
Lord  Kenry,  E.  Durravn.) 

•The  Earl  of  DERBY  :  My  Lords,  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Earl  has  ranged  un- 
avoidably over  so  great  a  variety  of 
subjects  that  I  am  afraid  it  may  not  be 
as  easy  as  I  could  wish  to  answer  it  in  a 
connected  and  consecutive  manner.  The 
noble  Earl  says  he  has  performed  a  dis- 
agreeable du^  in  criticising  the  Report 
of  his  Colleagues  upon  the  Committee^ 
For  my  own  part  I  am  quite  willing  to> 
accept  any  criticism  which  is  fair  and 
well  founded,  and  I  have  this  consolation 
that  if  the  noble  Earl  has  foxmd  con- 
siderable fault  with  what  we  have  said 
and  done,  or  rather  with  what  we  have 
not  said  or  done,  his  criticism  was  con- 
fined to  assertion  only,  and  he  did  not 
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think  it  necessaiy  to  follow  it  np  by 
proof.  The  noble  Earl  said,  and  it  is 
almost  the  only  charge  he  made  which 
is  definite  enongh  for  me  to  take  hold  of, 
that  in  every  case  where  capital  was 
concerned  the  Report  showed  a  prejudice 
m  &vonr  of  capital  and  against  labour. 
He  did  not  put  it  in  those  words,  and  I 
should  be  sorry  to  misquote  him,  bnt  I 
think  that  was  the  effect  of  the  state- 
ment he  made.  I  will  leave  it  to  yonr 
Lordships  to  consider  what  are  the  pro- 
babilities of  the  case  in  that  respect. 
Who  are  the  capitalists  with  whom  the 
Committee  have  been  dealing  ?  They 
are  the  men  called  sweaters — not  rich 
men  or  employers  on  a  great  scale,  bnt 
for  the  most  part  small  men,  very  often 
working  for  themselves,  driven  very 
hard  by  competition,  and,  therefore, 
driveu  to  press  very  hardly  on  those 
whom  they  employ.  There  are  snb- 
contntctors  with  whom  I  do  not  sup- 
pose it  is  alleged  we  are  likely 
to  have  any  particular  qrmpathy 
here  ;  and  there  are  foreign  im- 
migrants who  come  in  and  compete 
with  our  native  labour.  I  think  it 
would  be  very  diflficult  for  the  noble  Earl 
or  anybody  else  to  show  there  was  an 
aaimns  in  the  minds  of  anyone  upon  an 
inquiry  of  this  kind  in  favour  of  any  of 
those  classes.  Then  the  noble  Earl  has 
gone  to  another  chatge,  also  one  of  a 
Teiy  vague  character.  He  says  the 
Beport  is  not  founded  upon  the  evidence, 
and  that  some  part  of  the  evidence  has 
been  left  unnoticed  by  it.  Well,  my 
Lords,  that  some  part  of  the  evidence 
has  been  left  unnoticed  is  undoubtedly 
the  truth,  because  if  we  were  to  com- 
press the  Bepwrt  within  such  limits  as 
that  anybody  would  be  likely  to  read  it 
we  could  not  have  made  a  complete 
abstract  of  those  2,000  to  3,000  pages  of 
evidence  which  probably  not  many  of 
jonr  Lordships  have  looked  at,  and  which 
probably  veiy  few  of  your  Lordships 
have  read.  Then  it  is  said  that  some 
particnlar  cases  have  been  left  un- 
noticed. The  noble  Earl  explained  that 
he  meant  by  that  to  refer  specially  to 
the  dock  labourers.  Well,  we  left  out 
idviaedly  any  mention  of  the  evidence 
that  had  been  brought  before  us  with 
regard  to  the  dock  labourers,  and  we 
did  BO  for  this  reason,  that  the  state  of 
things  had  entirely  changed  between 
die  time  when  tlie  evidence  was  taken 


and  the  time  at  which  the  Beport  came 
out.  That  great  strike  had  occurred 
which  is  in  everybody's  recollection, 
and  to  have  referred  to  the  state  of 
things  which  existed  in  1888,  before 
the  time  of  the  strike,  would  have  been 
simply  time  and  trouble  thrown  away. 
Then,  when  the  noble  Earl  says  the  Report 
is  against  the  evidence,  he  knows  per- 
fectly well,  and  your  Lordships  must 
know,  that  where  a  great  mass  of  evidence 
is  taken  and  it  is  very  contradictory 
nothing  is  easier  than  to  say  "  Youi-  Report 
does  not  follow  the  evidence."  That  is 
a  charge  which  can  very  easily  be  made, 
and  which  is  very  difficult  to  disprove  ; 
but,  unless  it  is  accompanied  by  some 
proof,  I  do  not  think  it  requires  much 
consideration.  Then  I  pass  over  what 
was  said  by  the  noble  Earl  about  our 
having  borrowed  from  his  Report.  I 
have  not  the  smallest  objection  to 
acknowledge  that  fact.  I  have  always 
thought,  and  I  believe  my  colleagues 
upon  this  Committee  thought,  that  the 
Report  of  the  noble  Earl  was  very  valu- 
able, that  it  contained  a  great  deal  of 
valuable  matter,  and  I  do  not  think  we 
could  have  shown  our  opinion  better 
than  by  embodying  it  in  part  of  oar 
Report  in  connection  with  the  evidence 
to  which  it  refers,  though  in  a  some- 
what different  form  from  that  which 
he  adopted.  Then  I  come  to  the 
definite  question  which  the  noble  Earl 
has  raised,  and  as  to  which  be  finds 
fault  with  what  we  have  said,  and 
with  what  we  have  recommended  or 
have  not  recommended.  My  Lords,  in 
the  first  place  we  took  the  question  which 
he  raises  of  competition  among  employers. 
He  says  a  great  deal  of  distress,  arising 
from  what  is  called  sweating,  is  caused 
by  an  excessive  competition  among  em- 
ployers ;  and  he  further  goes  on  to  say 
that  that  is  ignored  or  insufiSciently 
mentioned  in  the  Report.  Well,  my 
Lords,  it  is  only  ignored  in  this  sense, 
that  the  effect  of  the  very  keen  competi- 
tion among  the  East  End  employers  did 
not  require  to  be  mentioned  and  empha> 
sised,  because  everybody  is  well  aware 
of  it.  It  cannot  be  unknown,  and  it  cer- 
tainly did  not  require  to  be  more  em- 
phatically stated.  But  I  do  not  under- 
stand quite  what  the  noble  Earl  proposes 
as  a  remedy  for  this  undue  competition 
among  employers.  I  listened  to  him 
with  the  greatest  interest,  and  I  thought 
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fiome  recommendation  was  coming;  bnt, 
although  he  mentions  (his  as  an  nnsatis- 
factory  state  of  things,  he  does  not 
in  the  least  suggest  anything  that  nan  be 
done  either  to  prevent  or  lessen  it.  I 
think  that  the  doctrine  which  he  lays 
down  is  not  one  which  year  Lordships  or 
the  public  are  likely  to  accept,  when  he 
tells  you  that  it  is  the  excessive  competi- 
tion amongst  employers  that  is  the  cause 
of  low  wages.  I  should  have  thought 
«very  child  would  know  that  excessive 
competition  among  employers  would 
operate,  as  far  as  it  operates  at  all,  to 
raise  wages,  and  not  to  lower  them. 
Then,  my  Lords,  the  noble  Earl  speaks 
of  the  illegitimate  and  illegal  advantages 
gained  by  the  sweater.  He  tells  us  that 
the  sweater  gains  his  advantage  by 
breaking  the  law.  I  wish  the  noble 
£arl  had  explained  what  are  the  illegal 
advantages  gained  by  the  sweater,  and 
.what  is  the  law  that  he  breaks.  He  did 
not  mention  that. 

•The  Eael  of  DUNRAVEN:  If  the 
noble  Lord  will  pardon  me,  I  said  that 
the  sweater  had  advantages  in  respect  of 
either  being  outside  the  law  and  con- 
sequently not  being  affected  by  it,  or  of 
being  able  to  break  and  evade  feotory 
legislation  that  cannot  be  broken  or 
evaded  by  the  owners  of  factories  and 
workshops. 

•The  Eael  op  DERBY :  I  thought  the 
noble  Earl  spoke  of  the  sweaters  actually 
breaking  the  law,  and  not  merely  of  their 
advantages  in  evading  the  law.  Bat  if 
that  means  that  the  B^actories  and  Work 
ahops  Acts  are  to  be  applied  to  all  labour 
performed  by  people  in  their  own  houses, 
that  raises  a  question  to  which  I  will 
advert  presently.  I  would  point  out 
that  the  illegal  advantage  which  is  re- 
ferred to  seems  to  imply  that  the  person 
called  the  sweater  actually  breaks  some 
existing  law.  Now,  if  that  is  so  he  can 
be  dealt  with  without  any  change  in  the 
law,  and  I  presume  that  the  addi- 
tional inspection,  which  we  quite  agree 
with  the  noble  Lord  in  recommending, 
would  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
case.  But  when  the  noble  Earl  goes  on 
to  say  he  wants  to  pat  the  sweater,  the 
worker,  and  the  employer  on  an  equality, 
I  think  he  is  suggesting  that  Parliament 
should  do  that  wliich  is  utterly  beyond 
the  power  of  any  legislation  whatever 
to  perform.  Unless  you  are  prepared 
to  say  that  no  work  is  to  be  taken  home 
The  Earl  of  Derby 


by  workers  or  done  in  their  own  houses, 
and  that  all  work  is  to  be  done  in  regis- 
tered factories  and  workshops,  there 
will  be  undoubtedly  a  greater  freedom 
from  restraint  on  the  part  of  those  who 
work  in  their  own  houses  than  there  is 
elsewhere.  I  do  not  think  the  noble 
Earl  can  really  contemplate  such  -an 
alteration  of  the  law  as  this,  that  a 
woman,  for  instance,  is  not  to  be  allowed 
to  take  a  piece  of  work  home,  and  so 
contribute  to  her  own  and  her  husband's 
earnings,  because  by  so  doing  she  would 
commit  a  breach  of  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  Acts.  I  do  not  think  that 
is  intended,  and  if  that  is  not  intended  I 
do  not  see  what  it  is  that  the  noUe 
Earl  means.  I  am  not  prepared  to  deny 
that  there  is  an  excessive  desire  for 
cheap  articles,  and  a  very  keen  compe- 
tition among  employers,  but  if  the  noble 
Earl  or  anyone  else  will  tell  us  how 
that  competition  is  to  be  dealt  with  by 
Parliamentary  action  he  will  be  able  to 
do  what  nobody  has  been  able  to  do 
before.  Then,  as  to  the  case  of  sab- 
contractors,  the  noble  Earl  says  that  we 
have  entirely  put  out  of  sight  and 
ignored  the  abuse  of  subcontracting  and 
the  number  of  unnecessary  middlemen. 
He  tells  us  that  83  witnesses  spoke  of 
the  existence  of  unnecessary  middlemen 
as  being  the  cause  of  the  evil.  Now,  as 
to  our  having  ignored  the  subject,  I 
would  refer  to  paragraph  181  of  the 
Report,  in  which  we  say  that  the  em- 
ployers are  to  blame  if  they  leave  to  the 
sab-contractor  the  duty  of  selecting  the 
workers  exclusively.  This  is  what  we 
say — 

"  But  it  seems  to  us  that  the  middleman  is 
the  consequenoa,  not  the  cause  of  the  evil :  the 
instrument  not  the  hand  which  gives  motion  to 
the  instrument,  which  does  the  mischief.  More- 
over, the  middleman  is  found  to  be  absent  ia 
many  cases  in  which  the  evils  complained  of 
abound." 

My  Lords,  that  is  a  very  simple  and  dis- 
passionate statement,  bat  I  believe  it 
represents  the  literal  fact.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  unnecessary  middle 
man  is  the  cause  of  low  wages.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  explain  the  cause  or 
the  manner  in  which  the  number  of 
middlemen  has  become  so  great,  but  I 
should  think'  it  must  be  obvious  to  any- 
one who  considers  the  matter,  that  if  it 
is  the  employer's  object  to  pay  as  little  as 
he  can,  and  if  it  is  naturally  the  object  o£ 
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(he  worker  to  receive  as  much  as  he  can, 
they  have  both  a  strong  and  identical  in- 
terest in  getting  rid  <^  the  middleman 
who  is  interposed  between  them,  and  who 
takes  a  share  of    the  profits   of   both. 
Presumablj,   therefore,  the  middleman 
exists  becaase  he  is  found  in  some  way 
necessary,    or,    at    least,    useful.     But, 
my  Lords,  when  the  noble  Earl  objects  to 
the  number  of  unnecessary  middlemen, 
and  to  the  abuse  of  sub-contracting,  I 
obserred  that   he    very  wisely  stopped 
short  of  suggesting  any  means  by  wluch 
Ihe  practice  to  which  he  objects  can  be 
put  an  end    to.     He  does    not  suggest 
that  8nlH»ntracting  should  be  forbidden. 
I  do  not  go  into  t^t  question,  because 
he  has  not  raised  it,  but  I  think  it  would 
be  easy  to  show  that  the  prohibition  of 
sub-contracting  would  be  attbrly  inefEec- 
tive,  besides  being   in   many  cases   ex- 
tremely unfair.     1£  you  cannot  put    an 
end  to  the  system,  and  if  it  has  g^wn 
up  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade,   I 
think  there  is  no  nsa  in  denouncing  that 
which  after  all  is  not,  as  we  believe,  a 
cause,  but  is  a  symptom  of  an  unhealthy 
state  of  things.     My  Lords,  I  now  come 
to  the  more  important  question  which 
the  noble  Earl  has  raised,  I  mean  that  of 
foreign     immigration,     and    the    over- 
crowded state   of   the    labour    market. 
The  noble  Earl  finds  fault  with  us  for 
minimising    that    grievance.     He    says 
tliat  we  make  too  little  of  it,  and  he 
refers  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  reported  very  fully  upon 
the  subject.     Now,  my  Lords,  it  is  quite 
true  that  we  did  not  go  fully,  or  in  detail, 
into  this  question  of   foreign   immigra^ 
tion,  and  we   did    not  do   so  for  three 
reasons.     In  the   first  plaoe,   we   were 
aware  that  that  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons    was   sitting;    in   fact,    it 
reported  before  we  did,  and  we  did  not 
think  it  desirable  to  go  again  over  the 
groond     which    had    been     thoroughly 
traversed   by   those  who  were  dealing 
with  the  subject  in  the  other  House. 
The  noble  Earl  himself  referred  to  the 
&ct   of    that    Committee    sitting,    and 
admitted  that  it  was  a  reason  why  we 
shonld  not  deal  at  length  with  that  part 
of  the  subject.     In  the  next  place,  the 
subject  is  an  extremely  important  one,  no 
doubt,  but  it  is  a  very  large  one,  and  it 
only  in  a  slight  d^ree  concerns  the 
subject   of    our    inquiry.       No     doubt 
immigration     does    affect   the 


labour  market ;  so,  no  doubt,  does  almost 
anything  and  everything  that  bears  upon 
the  habits  and  life  of  the  working 
classes ;  but  the  question  of  foreign 
immigration  has  many  other  aspects 
besides  that  which  we  have  to  look  at. 
It  would  have  been  quite  impossible 
for  us  to  go  fully  into  it,  or  to  make 
a  recommendation  upon  that  subject, 
without  taking  into  consideration  a 
very  large  number  of  questions  which 
were  not  within  our  order  of  refer- 
ence, and  which  were  not,  in  fact,  in 
any  way  before  us.  For  instance, 
there  was  the  question  trhether,  if  we  were 
to  put  checks  upon  the  immigration  of 
working  men  from  foreign  countries 
those  countries  might  not  retaliate,  and 
object  to  our  working  men  being  em- 
ployed there ;  and,  if  so,  it  is  not  at  all 
certain  that  we  should  have  the  best  of 
that  bargain.  Then,  again,  it  is  admitted 
by  all  the  witnesses  that  these  foreign 
workers  who  are  so  much  complained  of 
do  not  come  upon  the  rates.  They  do 
not  live  upon  charity,  they  maintain 
themselves,  they  are  not  paupers ;  and 
the  objection  ti^en  to  them  is  not  that 
they  are  helpless,  or  idle,  or  incapable  of 
getting  their  living,  but  that  they  ore 
too  industrious  and  too  frugal,  and  there- 
fore dangerous  competitors  for  our  own 
people  to  encounter.  I  think  Parliament 
will  pause  before  it  says  that  on  such 
grounds  as  these  working  men  from 
other  countries  are  to  be  excluded  from 
this  country.  And  let  me  point  out 
here  that  that  question  involves  the 
much  larger  one  of  protection  to  native 
labour ;  because  if  Parliament  ought  to 
interfere  to  prevent  the  cheap  foreign 
workman  coming  into  this  country  and 
working  here,  it  would  obviously  follow 
that  that  cheap  article  which  he  produces 
abroad  is  equally  to  be  objected  to.  There- 
fore, the  question  raised  is  no  less  than 
this,  whether  we  are  to  revert  to  the 
principle  of  protecting  native  labour  by 
putting  exceptional  taxes  upon  articles 
imported  from  abroad.  But,  my  Lords, 
I  do  not  know  that  I  need  labour  this 
point,  because,  in  point  of  fact,  the  noble 
Earl  has  himself  given  up  the  case.  He 
says  we  ought  to  have  laid  much  more 
stress  upon  this  matter,  and  I  expected  to 
hear  him  say,  but  he  stopped  short  of 
that,  that  we  ought  to  have  recommended 
Parliament  to  put  restrictions  on  foreign 
labotir.    But   when  I  look  at  his  own. 
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Report,    paragraph    180,  I    find    these 
words — 

"  On  the  evidence  before  us  we  do  not  feel 
justified  in  sng^geating  any  legialatiTe  inter* 
ference  with  immigration." 

If  the  noble  Earl  thought  that  there 
should  be  no  legislative  interference 
with  immigration,  which  is  exactly  the 
view  we  take,  I  do  not  see  what  advan- 
tage there  would  have  been  in  our  calling 
attention  at  greater  length  to  the  snb- 
ject.  My  Lords,  I  am  bound  to  mention, 
though  in  saying  this  I  am  only  stating 
my  personal  opinion,  that  it  came  out 
in  the  evidence  taken  before  ns,  and 
before  the  other  Committee,  that  the 
effect  of  this  foreign  immigration  is  very 
much  less  than  it  is  popularly  supposed 
to  be.  We  all  know  that  the  real  diffi- 
culty— the  real  danger — is  the  rate  at 
which  the  poorest  class  are  increasing  in 
Loudon  and  in  our  great  towns.  Com- 
pared with  that  natural  increase,  which 
it  is  not  suggested  we  can  check,  the 
very  slight  addition  which  is  made, 
by  foreign  emigration  is  practically 
without  appreciable  efEect.  Well,  my 
Lords,  I  have  touched  on  the  three 
points  to  which  the  noble  Earl  referred. 
What  he  objected  to,  as  I  understood, 
was  that  though  we  had  dealt  with  the 
sanitary  pait  of  the  question  we  had  not 
dealt  with  the  economical  part  of  it. 
Now,  it  is  quite  true,  and  I  quite  agree 
with  him,  that  what  we  call  sweating 
means  two  things :  it  means  work  done 
under  unsanitary  conditions,  and  it 
means  work  done  at  very  low  and 
inadequate  wages.  We  have  dealt  with 
the  first  point  to  the  best  of  our  judg- 
ment, and  the  various  recommendations 
we  have  made  will  be  better  discussed 
in  detail,  when,  as  I  hope  may  be  the 
case,  the  Government  brings  in  a  Bill 
upon  the  subject.  But  with  regard  to 
the  economical  part  of  the  question,  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  I  think  we  should 
only  be  deluding  the  public  if  we  held 
out  any  hope  that  the  evil  of  inadequate 
wages  could  be  directly  dealt  with  by 
legislation.  It  is  haidly  necessary,  I 
think,  to  prove  what  everybody  is  agreed 
upon  ;  but  surely  it  is  obviotis  that  if  a 
man, driven  by  neoessity,is  willingto  take 
Is.  a  day,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible 
to  say  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  work 
for  less  than  2s.  In  the  first  place,  you 
could  not  enforce  such  a  law  if  it  were 
passed,  because  both  parties  would  be 
The  Earl  of  Derby 


equally  interested  in  bre^dng  it,  and 
nobody  else  would  be  concerned  in  the 
matter.  In  the  next  place,  if  such  a 
law  could  be  passed  and  enforced,  the  only 
result  would  be  that  the  man  who  gete 
low  wages — inadequately  low  wages  if 
you  please — would  get  no  wages  at  all 
When  things  are  in  the  state  in  which 
they  are  unhappily  at  the  East  End  of 
London,  there  are  only  two  ways  in  which 
the  remedy  can  be  applied.  Labour  is  in 
excess  of  the  demand,  and  therefore  it 
is  exceedingly  cheap.  What  you  have 
to  do,  if  you  can,  is  either  to  increase  the 
demand  on  the  one  hand  or  to  lessen  the 
supply  on  the. other.  I  do  not  know  how 
or  by  what  process  legislation  can  increase 
the  demand  for  labour.  Nothing  except 
relief  works  or  public  works  of  some  kind 
would  do  it ;  and  even  if  that  extreme 
remedy  were  adopted,  the  only  effect 
after  a  short  time  would  be  that  yon 
would  have  drawn  a  larger  namber  of 
workmen  to  share  in  the  expenditore 
going  on.  Then  as  to  the  diminution 
of  the  supply  of  labour.  I  am 
afraid  that  no  direct  remedy  by 
legislation  is  possible.  It  may  seem  a 
hard  thing  to  say,  but  it  is  better  to  look 
at  things  as  they  are.  Indirectly,  we  may 
hope  that  a  higher  standard  of  civilisa- 
tion, the  increase  of  education,  the 
diminution  of  those  exceedingly  early 
marriages,  and  in  some  degree  emigra- 
tion, may  act  as  a  palliative  and  remedy ; 
but  that  there  can  be  within  any  short 
period  of  time  a  radical  cure  is,  to  my 
mind,  beyond  hope.  But  we  do  not  think 
that  beotuse  you  cannot  effect  a  radical 
cure  that  is  any  reason  why  yon  should 
not  endeavour  to  apply  such  palliatives  as 
you  can.  That  is  what  we  intended  to  do 
in  dealing  with  the  sanitary  part  of  the 
question  ;  and  if  anybody  thinks  that  the 
Committee  ought  to  have  dealt  with  the 
economical  part  of  the  question  also,  tmd 
that  they  should  have  devised  or  sug- 
gested means  by  which  these  unfortunate 
underpaid  workmen  should  be  more 
regnlairly  employed,  let  him  bring  for- 
ward his  scheme,  and  let  us  see  whether 
any  working  result  can  be  pro- 
duced from  it.  The  noble  Earl  has  none, 
and  I  do  not  believe  any  can  be  found. 
I  only  ask  your  Lordships  to  believe 
that  in  going  through  this  vast  and  com- 
plicated subject  we  have  endeavoured  to 
deal  as  fairly  as  we  could  with  the  evi- 
dence.   I  have  not  seen  a  trace  of  any 
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prejndice  or  feeling  on  one  side  or  the 
other  in  the  course  of  this  Inquiry.  I 
belieTe  tiie  object  of  erery  meml«r  of 
the  CJommittee  was  only  to  get 
at  the  fiicts;  and  though  the  sseal 
of  the  noble  Earl  may  have  led 
him  to  feel  some  disappointment  in 
that  we  have  not  gone  as  far  as  he  is 
disposed  to  go,  yet,  if  he  looks  at  what 
we  have  recommended,  and  remembers 
that  he  himself  has  abstained  from 
making  any  precise  recommendation  in 
reference  to  the  matters  on  which  he  has 
laid  stress  here,  I  think  he  will  see  that 
the  difference  between  ns  is  not  as  wide 
as  to  him  appeared  when  he  retired  from 
the  Committee.  My  Lords,  I  feel  that  I 
have  very  inadequately  defended  my 
colleagues  who  acted  upon  this  Inquiry ; 
but,  of  course,  I  was  not  aware,  and  could 
Bot  he  aware,  what  the  particular  points 
would  he  upon  which  the  noble  Earl 
would  touch.  However,  if  any  further 
occasion  should  arise,  I  am  happy  to 
think  that  there  are  other  Members  of 
the  Committee  who  will  be  able  to  do 
justice  to  the  subject. 

Moved,  that  the  further  debate  be 
adjourned  till  To-morrow,  and  be  taken 
first.— (The  Lord  Wemyss,  K  Wemyss) ; 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 

SOCK  RIVER    DRAINAGE    (PROVISION 
OP  FUNDS)  BILL.— (No.  92.) 
Read  3»  (according    to    order),    and 
passed. 

COMMITTEE    OP   SELECTION   FOR 
STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Report  from,  That  the  Committee 
have  added  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Bipon  to  the  Standing  Committee  for 
General  Bills  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Cnstody  of  Children  Bill  and  the  Pro. 
iection  of  Children  BUI. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Honao  adjoumed  at  t«n  minutes  before 

Eight  o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  a 

quarter  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday,  9th  June,  1890. 


QUESTIONS. 

AGRICULTTJKAL    STATISTICS. 

Me.  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  if  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  agricultural  statis- 
tics published  in  the  Times  of  10th 
January,  1890,  showing  the  decline  in 
the  cultivation  of  wheat,  and  also  in  the 
numbers  of  live  stock  in  the  U  nited  Kang- 
dom  between  1869  and  1889  ;  to  what 
cause  such  decline  is  attributable ;  if  it 
has  taken  place  in  Germany,  IVance, 
Russia,  America,  or  any  foreign  country ; 
and  if  it  is  proposed  to  take  any  steps 
in  the  matter? 

The  president  at  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chapuh,  Lincobi- 
shire,  Sleaford) :  My  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  statistics  published  in  the 
Times  of  January  10th,  1890.  They 
appear  to  have  been  taken  from  the 
Agricultural  Returns,  and,  with  some 
minor  exceptions,  are  in  the  main  correct. 
The  Returns  do  show  a  very  serious 
decline  in  the  area  devoted  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  wheat  since  1869,  to  the  eztent 
of  1,437,000  acres.  With  regard  to  the 
number  of  live  stock,  sheep  have  declined 
14  per  cent.,  but  cattle,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  increased  13  per  cent.,  and 
pig^,  29  par  cent.,  the  increase  in  the  two 
latter  classes  exceeding  in  importance 
the  decrease  in  the  number  of  sheep, 
which  I  believe  to  be  due,  among  other 
causes,  to  the  losses  which  were  sulEered 
from  liver-fluke  in  the  three  years  fol- 
lowing 1879,  and  which  have  never  yet 
been  recovered.  The  decline  in  wheat 
is  due  to  the  heavy  fall  which  has  occur- 
red in  the  price  of  that  conunodity. 
What  the  fall  in  price  is  due  to  is  a 
matter  of  opinion.  Some  people,  I 
believe,  attribute  it  entirely  to  foreign 
competition  and  to  greatly  increased 
fecilities  of  transport  and  production; 
others,  again,  to  causes  connected  with 
the  currency.  I  believe  myself  that  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  wheat  may  be  attri- 
buted in  part  to  both  of  these  causes, 
though  in  what  proportion  it  is,  I  appro- 
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hend,  impossible  to  say.  There  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  decline  in  Ger- 
many, France,  or  Bossia,  while  in 
America,  np  till  recently,  there  has  been 
a  great  increase.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
steps  which  it  is  in  my  power  to  take  to 
encourage  a  larger  production  of  wheat 
in  this  country. 

HOME  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
oalture  if  any  calculation  has  been  offi- 
cially made  by  his  Department  of  the 
period  of  time  over  which  the  quantity 
of  wheat  and  flour  usiuklly  in  the  United 
Kingdom  would  suffice  for  the  food  of 
the  people  at  the  existing  rate  of  con- 
sumption, in  case  foreign  supplies  were 
stopped  by  war,  blight,  or  other  causes  ; 
and  if  any  reserve  of  grain  has  been 
formed  by  the  State  for  use  in  such 
eventuality  i 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  No  official  estimate 
of  the  nature  referred  to  has  been  pre- 
pared by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  or, 
as  tax  as  I  know,  by  any  other  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  The  quantity 
of  wheat  and  flour  in  the  United 
Kingfdom  at  any  given  date  varies  con- 
siderably, according  to  the  period  of  the 
year.  After  harvest  the  supply  is,  of 
course,  considerable;  at  the  present 
time  it  is  probably  much  less.  It  has 
been  estimated  by  persons  engaged  in 
the  corn  trade  that  a  consumption  of 
480,000  qrs.  per  week  is  required  at  the 
present  time.  Possibly  seven  times  this 
amount  may  be  in  stock  or  undelivered. 
To  this  must  be  added  the  grain  now  in 
passage  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
calculation  of  these  several  amounts  is 
to  a  great  extent,  of  course,  a  matter  of 
conjecture.  No  reserve  has  been  formed 
by  the  State. 

ENGLISH  REPRESENTATIVE  AT  THE 
VATICAN. 
Mr.  ATKINSON  (Boston) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State   for 
Foreign  Afciirs  whether  any  appoint- 
ment or  authorisation  has  been  made  of 
a  representative  of  this  country  at  the 
Vatican ;  and  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
agreement  made  with  the  Pope  respecting 
mixed  marriages  at  Malta  7 
*Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  or  STATE 
roE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  J.  Fergus- 
SON,  Manchester,  N.E.) :    1.  No  such  ap- 
Afr.  Cltaplin 


pointment  or  authorisation  has  been 
made  sinoe  the  termination  of  Sir 
Lintom  Simmon's  Special  Mission.  2. 
The  Agreement  has  been  laid  upon  the 
Table  very  recently,  and  I  have  also 
explained  it  in  detail. 

THE  INDIAN  POST  OFFICE 
DEPARTMENT. 
Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  spite  of 
the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  in  1879,  to  the  effect  that  no  one 
except  a  native  of  India  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  |)osts  in  any  branch  of  the 
Administration  in  India  of  Rs.  200  and 
upwards,  except  so  far  as  the  Presidencies 
of  Madras  and  Bombay  are  concerned,  on 
reference  to  himself  and  with  his 
sanction,  and  that  of  the  Viceroy  from 
other  parts  of  India,  there  are  in  the 
Post  Office  Department  a  large  number 
of  Europeans  occupying  posts  designated 
for  natives  of  India ;  whether  his  sanction 
was  given,  or  that  of  the  Viceroy,  in  each 
instance,  to  the  several  appointments; 
and  whether  he  will  state  why  natives  of 
India  were  not  appointed  to  these  offices, 
seeing  that  identical  positions  in  every 
presidency  and  province  are  filled  by 
natives  of  India? 

•The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op  STATE 
FOB  INDIA  (Sir  J.  Gobst,  Chatham): 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  had  no  ex- 
planation on  this  subject,  but  inquiry 
is  being  made. 

THE  CANTONMENTS  ACT  (INDIA),  1889. 
Mb.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rush- 
clifFe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  lay  upon  the  Table,  and  cause 
to  be  distributed,  copies  of  "  The  Canton- 
ments Act  (India),  1889,"  and  of  any 
Rales  which  have  been  or  are  proposed 
to  be  made  under  Section  26,  Clause  21, 
and  Section  27,  Sub-sections  2  and  4 
of  the  said  Act  1 
*Sib  J.  GOBST :  The  Act  and  the  Rules 
are  both  in  the  Library  of  the  House, 
but  if  the  hon.  Member  cares  to  move 
for  copies  of  them,  such  copies  can  be 
laid  on  the  Table  as  an  unopposed 
Return. 

THE  INDIAN  FORESTS  DEPARTMENT. 

SiB  RICHARD  TEMPLE  (Worcester, 

Evesham)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under,  Sec- 
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reboy  of  State  for  India  vrhat  considera- 
tion practically  is  being  given  to  the  recent 
teqiiiBst  by  the  Officers  of  the  Indian 
Forests  Department  for  the  assimilation 
of  their  Leave  and  Pension  Rules  with 
those  of  the  Public  Works  Department  1 

•Sm  J.  GORST:  This  is  a  matter 
which  was  under  discussion  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  the  Government  of 
India,  when  the  consent  of  the  Govem- 
WBfi  given  to  the  proposed  Committee 
on  the  grievances  of  the  uncovenanted 
servants  of  India.  The  Secretary  of  State 
can  take  no  farther  step  till  the  House 
of  Commons  has  deteinnined  whether  the 
Committee  shall  be  appointed. 

KASHMIR. 
Mk.  BBADLAUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  when 
the  Papers  relating  to  Kashmir,  stated 
on  the  18th  of  February  to  have  been 
recently  received  from  India,  and  early 
publication  of  which  was  then  furnished, 
will  be  presented  to  the  House  ;  and 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  will  state 
what  condition  he  wishes  to  insure  in 
Kashmir  before  he  gives  the  Maharajah 
the  opportunity  of  goreming  his  State 
"  in  a  way  which  will  be  a  benefit  to  his 
subjects  and  to  neighbouring  countries 
as  well,"  which  it  was  stated  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  would  be  prepared  to 
fiuslitatet 

•Sffi  J.  GOEST :  The  Papers  relating  to 
Ksslimir  are  now  before  my  noble  Friend 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  will  be  imme- 
diately presented  to  the  House— I  have 
little  doubt  before  the  expiration  of  the 
week.  The  hon.  Member  asks  me  what 
ocndition  the  Secretary  of  State  wishes 
to  insure  in  Kashmir  before  he  gives  the 
Maharajah  the  opportunity  of  governing 
hit  State  in  a  way  to  benefit  his  subjects 
and  neighbouring  countries.  The  con- 
dition which  the  Secretary  of  State 
wishes  to  insure  in  Kashmir  is  one  of 
jnst  and  upright  government  in  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

Ms.  BBADLAUGH :  Is  the  r^ht  hon. 
Qentleman  aware  that  the  majority  of 
peo^  of  ITAalmnir  are  of  opinion  that 
tiie  only  way  to  secure  the  state  of 
things  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
iemea  is  the  restoration  of  their  lawful 
mler  and  the  withdrawal  of  all  improper 
interference  t 


Sib  J.  GORST:  No,  Sir,  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  Kashmir  entertain  any 
such  opinion. 

THE  BENGAL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  answer 
the  question  as  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  Kali  Krishna  B^gchi  and 
two  other  sui^eons  on  the  Bengal  Estab- 
lishment have  been  dismissed  from  the 
Service ;  whether  it  is  the  fact  that,  in 
accordance  with  the  rule  governing  the 
promotion  of  assistant  surgeons,  Kali 
Ejnshna  B^chi,  after  14  years  most 
satisfactory  service,  applied  for  ex* 
aminabion  at  the  septennial  examina- 
tion in  Calcutta  in  May  last,  and  two 
other  assistant  surgeons,  after  a  lessei 
term  of  service,  applied  for  the  like 
examination  ;  that  such  examination 
took  place,  and  all  were  declared  to  have 
satisfied  the  examiners ;  that  the  In- 
spector General  of  Hospitals  addressed 
questions  to  the  Principal  of  the  Medical 
College,  and  received  assurances  that 
every  safeguard  against  foul  play  had 
been  taken,  and  the  examination  con- 
ducted under  adequate  supervision  ;  that, 
nevertheless,  the  Inspector  General 
<jalled  upon  Kali  Krishna  B^chi  and 
two  others  to  undergo  a  supplement 
tary  examination  prepared  by  himself ; 
whether  this  course  was  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  the  Regulations  affecting 
medical  examinations  in  India,  the' 
Examining  Board  alone  having  power  to 
examine  medical  officers ;  whether  Kali 
Krishna  Bdgchi  and  two  others,  having, 
on  the  ground  that  the  proceedings  were 
an  imputation  on  their  honour,  and 
contrary  to  the  Regulations,  refused  to 
submit  themselves  to  the  snpplementary 
examination,  were  summarily  dismissed 
for  wilful  disobedience  of  orders ; 
whether  the  head  of  a  Department  can 
thus  summarily  dismiss  officers  against 
whom  no  charges  of  miscondnct  are 
made  or  inquired  into,  in  view  of  the 
feet  that  the  Rules  of  the  'Government 
Service  in  India  state  that  Indian 

'*  Subordinates  are  not  to  be  dismiseed  merely 
in  consequence  of  unfavourable  opinions  enter- 
tained towards  them  by  tlieir  superior!,  or  for 
sliffht  reasons,  but  on  proof  only  of  tangible 
deUnqoency  in  such  matters  as  fraud  ana  dis- 
honesty, continued  and  wilful  negligence,  and 
all  ofiences  involving  disgrace  "  ; 
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and  whether  he  will  give  instmotions 
that  the  order  for  the  dismissal  of  these 
ofiBcers  shall  be  cancelled,  and  will  direct 
an  inquiry  to  be  instituted  into  the  whole 
circumstances,  in  which  full  opportunity 
will  be  given  to  the  ofiScers  concerned  to 
answer  any  charges  which  may  have 
been  brought  against  them  1 

SiE  J.  GORST:  The  answer  to  the  first 
question  is  in  the  affirmative.  The 
answer  to  the  second  is  in  the  negative. 
The  facts  are  not  correctly  stated  in  the 
question.  The  examination  was  a  com- 
pulsory one,  failure  to  pass  which  in- 
volved dismissal  The  three  assistant 
surgeons  were  never  declared  officially 
to  have  satisfied  the  examiner.  The 
Inspector  General,  whose  duly  it  was  to 
decide  whether  they  had  passed  or  not, 
was  not  satisfied  with  their  answers,  and 
ordered  them  to  answer  further  ques- 
tions. This  was  not  inconsistent  with 
any  existing  Begalations.  The  assistant 
surgeons  having,  after  explanations  and 
warnings,  persisted  in  disobeyirg  the 
orders  of  the  Inspector  General  were 
suspended  from  office  in  the  first 
instance,  and  their  dismissal  was  finally 
confirmed  by  the  Government  of  India, 
to  whom  the  matter  was  referred  by  the 
Government  of  Bengal  The  Secretary 
of  State  sees  no  reason  to  interfere. 

*Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  Have  the  regu- 
lations set  out  in  the  Circular  Memo- 
randum of  the  15th  of  September  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of 
State? 

Sib  J.  GOBST :  I  think  that  is  the 
date  of  the  Circular,  but  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  pledge  myself  to  anything  with 
regard  to  it  without  notice. 

•Me.  BRADLAUGH  :  I  wiU  again 
draw  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  the  matter. 

THE  KASTERN  TELEGRAPH 
COMPANIES. 

Mb.  summers  (Huddersfield) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  with  a  view  of  improving  and 
cheapening  communication  between  the 
different  parts  of  the  British  Empire,  the 
Government  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  buying  the  cables  of  the  Eastern 
Telegraph  Companies,  or  of  laying  new 
cables  to  compete  with  those  already  in 
existence  ? 

Mr.  Bradiauffh 


Thb  CHANCELLOR  or  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  GoscHEir,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  I  have  been  asked  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  to  reply  to  this 
question.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
are  not  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  wide 
question,  involving  as  it  would  inter- 
national negotiations,  of  buying  np  the 
cables  of  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Com- 
panies, nor  is  it  certain  that  their 
acquisition  by  the  Government  would 
lead  to  the  desired  results.  But  the 
Government  would  be  glad  if  the  labours 
of  the  International  Telegraph  Confer- 
ence now  sitting  at  Paris  should  have 
some  result  in  the  direction  indicated  in 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Member. 

ENGINEER  OFFICERS. 
Me.  BRADLAUGH :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
he  is  aware  that  at  the  recent  examina- 
tion of  candidates'  for  Engineer  officers, 
a  candidate  who  was  informed  that  he 
had  failed  by  100  marks  short  of  the 
minimum  has  since  been  accepted  ;  and 
whether  he  will  state  if  this  acceptance 
arises  from  an  insufficiency  of  qualified 
men  amongst  the  competitors,  or  from 
what  other  cause  ? 

•The  FIRST  LORD  or  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Elaling)  :  The  standard  fixed  at  the  exa- 
mination this  year  was  higher  than  that 
of  last  year.  As  the  number  who  passed 
the  higher  standard  was  insufficient,  six 
of  the  candidates  who  came  up  to  last 
year's  standard  were  entered  in  addition. 

THE  POSTMEN'S  TRADE  UNION. 
Mb.     CUNINGHAME      GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master GoneraJ  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  while 
notices  of  religions  and  other  meetings 
are  allowed  to  be  shown  on  the  Notice 
Boards  in  the  Post  Offices,  the  notices  of . 
the  Postmen's  Trade  Union  have  been 
removed  by  the  officials;  and  whether 
he  will  undertake  that  in  future  the 
announcements  of  the  Postmen's  Union 
shall  have  the  same  advantages  as  other 
notices  of  an  un-official  character  t 
•The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raises,  University  of  Cambridge)  :    So 
long  as  the  Association  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers  conducts  its  opera- 
tions  in  defiance  of  regulation,    I  shall 
certainly  not  allow  its  notices  to  appear 
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00  the  OfScial  Notice  Boards.  Where 
snch  notices  hare  been  put  op  withont 
anthority,  they  have  been  removed  with 
my  approval. 

Mb.  C.  graham  :  That  is  no  answer 
to  my  question.  I  must  press  for  an 
answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  question. 

•Ms.  BAIKES :  WiU  the  hon.  Member 
kindly  repeat  it  7 

Mb.  C.  GRAHAM  read  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  question. 

•Mb.  BAIKES :  My  answer  is,  yes. 
Mb.  C.  graham  :  I  am  sorry,  but  I 
fiul  to  see  any  answer  in  the  reply  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

•Mb.  BAIKES:  I  shall  be  glad  to 
repeat  my  answer  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  catch  it.  What  I  said  was  that 
as  long  as  the  Association  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers  conducts  its  opera- 
tions in  defiance  of  the  Regulations,  its 
notices  will  not  be  allowed  to  appear  on 
the  Official  Notice  Boards.  Where  such 
notices  have  been  put  up  without 
authority,  they  have  been  removed  with 
my  approval. 

MEETING  OF  POSTMEN. 
Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM  :  I 

beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  an  overseer  from  the  London 
Western  District  Post  Office  was  em- 
ployed officially  to  attsnd  a  meeting  of 
postmen  on  16th  May,  in  order  to  take 
the  names  or  numbers  of  postmen  who 
attended  snch  meeting;  and  whether 
this  overseer  was  taken  from  his  ordinary 
duties  to  perform  this  work,  or  whether 
he  was  paid  extra  for  it ;  and,  if  so,  to 
what  amount  1 
•Mb.  BAIKES  :  No,  Sir, 

ISLE  OF  SKYE. 

Mb.  FBASER-MACKINTOSH  (Inver- 
ness-shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  he  is  aware  that  con- 
siderable liardship  is  occasioned  to 
litigants,  compulsory  officers,  defaulting 
parents,  and  others  in  the  Island  of  Skye, 
from  having  to  travel  g^at  distances  to 
attend  the  Sheriff  Court  at  Portree  ;  and 
whether  he  will  order  the  revival  of  the 
farmer  custom  of  the  Sheriffs  holding 
qnarterly  Gonrte  at  Uig,  Dunvegan, 
Broadford,  and  other  centres  of  popula- 
tion? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  P.  B. 
BoBEBTSON,  Bute)  :  I  have  to  inf  )rm  the 

VOL.  CCOXLV.      [thibd  sbries. 


hon.  Member  that  the  matter  he  directs 
attention  to  in  this  question  is  at  present 
receiving  my  attention. 

SCOTCH  MEDICAL  OFFICEES  OF     • 
HEALTE. 

Mr.  PBASER  -  MACKINTOSH  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, with  reference  to  a  sum  of  £74,500 
which  appears  in  the  Votes  for  Civil 
Services  for  the  current  year  under  the 
head  of  "  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances,"  whether  any 
similar  grant  is  made  to  Scotland,  where 
sanitation  appointments  are  compulsory, 
while  it  is  optional  in  England ;  and 
whether  in  the  inquiry  promised  this 
matter  will  be  taken  up  and  the  anomaly 
removed  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  hon.  Member  is^ 
under  a  misapprehension.  The  item  of 
X74,500  to  which  he  refers  does  not 
appear  in  the  Estimates  for  the  current  - 
year.  It  appeared  in  the  Estimates  for 
1888-89  forthe  last  time, and  an  analogous  - 
item  was  continued  for  Scotland  till  the 
year  after.  Both  g^nts  have  now  dis- 
appeared under  the  Local  Government 
Acts,  and  in  both  cases  an  equivalent 
has  been  given  in  the  form  of  licences. 

THE   ORDNANCE   SURVEY  OF    SOUTH 
WALES. 

Mb.  ALFRED  THOMAS  (Glamorgan,  . 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  why,  according  to  • 
the    official    Report    of    the    Ordnance  - 
Survey  of  1889,  no  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  publication  of  the  new  one- 
inch  sheete  Ordnance  Survey  of  certain 
parts    of    South  Wales,   including    the 
most     densely    inhabited     portions     of" 
Glamorganshire ;    and     if     he     would, 
explain  the   reason  of  this  delay,  andf 
state   when   such  publications  may  b& 
expected  to  be  issued  1 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  :  I  am  informed  that 
it  is  not  the  case  that  no  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  publication  of  the  new 
one-inch  sheete  of  the  Ordnance  Survey 
of  certain  parte  of  South  Wales.  Five 
sheete  of  the  new  one-inch  map  of  South 
Wales  have  been  published  in  outline 
with  contour  lines.  But  owing  to  the 
pressure  of  other  work  connected  with 
the  completion  of  the  maps  of  England 
on  the  larger  scales  of  25  and  six  inches 
to  a  mile,  comparatively  small  progress 
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has  been  made  in  the  pubTication  of  the 
new  series  of  the  smaller  map  on  the 
scale  of  one  inch  to  a  mile.  Attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  niatter  with  the 
view  of  expediting,  so  fiir  as  may  be 
practicable,  the  publication  of  these 
maps.  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  unable 
to  say  when  the  sheets  of  South  Wales 
will  be  issued. 

TELEGRAMS  AT  KILNALECK. 
Wb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  General  if  he  could 
state  what  sum  of  money  was  received 
for  telegrams  despatched  from  and  to  the 
oiSce  at  Kilnaleck,  in  County  Cavan, 
during  the  past  year;  what  was  the 
extra  cost  occasioned  by  the  tel^raph  to 
Kilnaleck  during  that  time ;  and  what 
sum  of  money  has  been  demanded  from 
the  guarantors,  and  for  how  many  years 
are  they  still  liable  1 
•Mb.  RAIKES  :  The  Kilnaleck  office 
was  opened  for  telegraph  business  under 
a  guarantee  of  £39  a  year  for  seven 
years  from  the  7th  May,  1889.  The 
guarantors  are,  therefore,  still  liable  for 
six  years  from  that  date.  The  receipts 
for  the  past  year  amounted  to 
j6.18  10s.  8d.,  and  the  difference  be- 
tween that  sum  and  £39,  namely, 
£20  9s.  4d.,  has  been  demanded  from 
the  guarantors.  The  value  of  received 
telegrams  is  not  in  any  cas3  taken  into 
account.  The  extra  cost  for  the  year  is 
represented  by  the  amount  of  the 
guarantee,  namely,  £39. 

AGRICULTURAL  VALUATION. 
Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  whether  he  has  now  con- 
sidered the  representations  repeatedly 
made  in  the  past  year  by  leading  practi- 
cal agriculturists,  and  by  various  bodies 
representing  agricultural  interests,  as  to 
the  unsatisfactory  working  of  the  present 
system  of  agricultural  valuation  and  the 
failure  of  existing  laws  to  adequately 
protect  the  interest  of  tenant  farmers  in 
their  improvements  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  by  an  Act  passed  last  year, 
the  procedure  under  "  The  Agricultural 
Holdings  (Scotland)  Act,  1883,"  has 
been  amended  by  the  adoption  of  the 
principle  of  arbitration  by  a  single 
referee  ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  generally  recognised  necessity  for 
amending  existing  laws,  he  wUl 
Mr.  Chaplin 


endeavour  to  secure  facilities  for  the 
Second  Rsading  of  the  Agnricultural 
Holdings  Bill  and  other  Bills  dealing 
with  these  questions,  with  a  view  to 
refer  them  to  a  Select  Committee  t 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  It  is  within  my 
knowledge  that  the  Agricultural  Hold- 
ings (Scotland)  Act,  1883,  has  been 
apiended  in  the  manner  referred  to  in 
the  question,  and  I  am  quite  aware  that 
in  tfaunt  and  in  some  other  respects  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  Agricultnial 
Holdings  Act  for  England  might  be 
amended  with  advantage.  But  no  repre- 
sentations have  been  made  to  the  Board, 
and  I  have  no  information  of  my  own 
which  leads  me  to  believe  that  tenant- 
farmers  are  unable  under  the  existing 
laws  to  secure  the  fair  compensation  for 
their  improvements  to  which  they  are 
fully  entitled.  On  the  contrary,  as  &r 
as  I  can  learn,  I  believe  there  never  was 
a  time  when  the  attainment  of  that  object 
was  more  entirely  within  their  own  con- 
trol than  it  is  at  present.  In  reply  to 
the  third  paragraph  of  the  question,  the 
hon.  Member  must  know  perfectly  well 
that  in  the  presant  state  of  public  busi- 
ness, when  the  available  time  of  the 
Government  is  already  counted  by  hours, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  secure 
facilities  for  the  discussion  of  the  mea- 
sure for  which  he  is  responsible,  which 
deals  with  a  great  variety  of  very  im- 
portant matters,  and  some  of  which  are 
of  a  controversial  character.  With  regard 
to  the  other  Bills  to  which  he  refers,  I 
may  remind  him  that  I  have  already 
done  my  best  to  secure  the  Second  Bead- 
ing of  one  of  the  Bills,  which  deals  with 
an  admitted  grievance,  and  on  which 
there  appeared  to  be  no  difference  of 
opinion,  namely,  the  Bill  of  my  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Wirral  Division  of  Cheshire  (Colonel 
Cotton).  This,  however,  to  my  ereat 
regret,  was  prevented  by  the  opposition 
of  the  lion.  Member  himself.  I  venture 
to  hope  that  he  may  be  persuaded  to 
withdraw  his  opposition  and  allow  my 
hon.  Friend's  Bill  to  become  law  during 
the  present  Session.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  valuation  and  the  other 
matters  arising  out  of  or  connected  with 
it,  they  are  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  CHANGING:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  consent  to  the  extension 
of  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Wirral  Division  in  accordance  with  the 
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Amendment  I  have  placed  on  the  Paper ; 
and  will  he  consent  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible period  to  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  g^  into  the  whole  question  ot 
agricnltaral  valaation  and  the  other 
qaestions  dealt  with  io  the  Bill  to  which 
I  have  referred  ? 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  I  am  afraid  that  I 
cannot  add  to  the  reply  I  have  already 
given  to  the  hon.  Member.  I  mtist  ask 
him  to  give  notic3  of  any  farther  ques- 
tion. 

THE  METROPOLITAN  POLICE. 

Me.  ROWNTREE  (Scarborough):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  f"r  the 
Home  Department  the  numbers  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  employed  on  special 
duty,  or  diverted  from  the  performance 
of  their  ordinary  duties,  on  account  of 
the  Epsom  races  P 

The  secretary  Of  STATE  foe  the 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Matthews, 
Binninj^ham,  E.) :  I  am  informed  by  the 
Chief  Commissioner  that  he  sees  grave 
objections  to  making  public  the  details 
of  police  arrangements  on  particular 
occasions,  or  the  numbers  of  police  who 
are  detached  from  their  ordinary  duties 
on  such  occasions  as  Epsom  races.  I 
most  therefore  ask  the  hon.  Member,  in 
the  public  interest,  not  to  press  me  for 
this  information. 

Mb.  OCTAVIUS  V.  MORGAN  (Bat- 
tersea) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretaiy  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  he 
can  state  the  number  of  police  ofiBcers  of 
each  rank,  namely.  Inspectors,  Sergeants, 
and  Constables  in  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Force,  who  have  been  pensioned  within 
the  last  12  months  who  have  respectively 
completed  15,  20,  and  25  years'  service? 

Me.  MATTHEWS  :The  Commissioner 
of  Police  has  furnished  me  with  the 
Betum  asked  for,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to 
show  it  to  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

THE  ZAMBESI  MVEB. 

SiE  J.  SWINBURNE  (Staffordshire, 
Lichfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  when  the  results 
of  the  survey  of  the  mouths  of  the 
Zambesi  River,  which  was  made  last  year 
nnder  the  direction  of  the  Admiralty, 
win  be  published  ? 

LoBD  G.  HAMILTON:  No  complete 
survey  of  the  mouths  of  the  Zambesi 
was  made  last  year.  Her  Majesty's  ship 
^ark,   however,    when     entering     the 


Chinde  mouth  of  the  river,  noted  the 
sounding  and  sent  in  an  incomplete 
sketch  of  this  entrance.  In  de&,ult  of  a 
survey  this  sketch  was  published  in 
March  last  as  a  chart.  A  "notice  to 
mariners  "  containing  all  the  informa- 
tion thert  in  the  possession  of  the  Ad- 
miralty had  been  previously  issued  in 
October,  1889. 

SIEBRA    LEONE— MR.    COPLAND 
CRAWFORD. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  how  many  days  Mr.  Copland 
Crawford  remained  in  prison  in  Sierra 
Leone  after  he  was  sentenced  to  12 
months'  imprisonment  for  causing  a 
native  servant  to  be  flogged  to  death ; 
what  was  the  date  of  his  arrival  in 
Liverpool,  and  also  the  date  of  his  final 
release  ;  and  whether  any-  decision  has 
been  arrived  at  concerning  his  claim  to 
a  pension  % 

The  UNDERSECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOB  THE  COIiONI  ES  (Baron  U.  de  Worms, 
Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) :  It  appears 
from  the  records  connected  with  the 
case  that  Mr.  Crawford  had  undergone 
imprisonment  since  11th  Ajjril,  1889. 
The  trial  ended  on  20th  July.  On  29th 
July  the  o£Boer  administering  the  Govern- 
ment 'reported  that,  on  the  advice  of  a 
Medical  Board,  he  had  caused  Mr.  Craw- 
ford to  be  handed  over  to  the  custody  of 
the  police  for  safe  detention  in  the 
colonial  hospital.  He  left  Sierra  Leone 
on  8th  August.  Therefore,  after  con- 
viction he  remained  in  prison  nine  days, 
and  in  the  colonial  hospital  in  custody 
10  days.  He  arrived  at  Liverpool  on 
24th  August,  was  at  once  examined  by 
Dr.  Ross  and  Dr.  Beamish,  and  imme- 
diately released.  His  employment  at 
Sierra  Leone  was  only  on  a  temporary 
engagement  for  six  months,  which  ex- 
pired on  11th  March,  1889,  before  the 
time  when  he  was  brought  to  trial. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  question  of  any 
claim  to  pension  or  gratuity  of  any 
kind  ;  but  I  may  add  that  no  pension 
could,underauy circumstances, be  awarded 
to  an  officer  convicted  of  felony  and  sen- 
tenced to  1 2  months'  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour. 

CROrrERS  IN  WEST  ARDNAMTTRCHAN. 
COLOXEL  MALCOLM  (Argyllshire)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
N  2 
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the  Crofter  Commissioners  have  fixed 
Tobermory  as  the  place  for  their  Court 
when  holding  the  inquiry  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Crofters  in  West  Ardnamur- 
chan ;  if  so,  how  the  Crofters  (many  of 
them  aged)  are  to  reach  Tobermory,  and 
who  is  to  pay  for  their  subsistence  when 
attending  the  Court;  and  whether  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  holding 
the  Court  as  Kilchoan,  where  there  is  a 
decent  hotel,  and  which  would  be  easily 
reached  by  the  people  concerned  1 

Mb.  J.  P.  B.  BOBERTSON:  The 
Crofter  Commissioners  fixed  on  Tober- 
mory as  the  most  suitable  place  for  hear- 
ing the  cases  of  the  West  Ardnamurchan 
crofters  after  they  had  communicated 
with  the  factor  on  the  estate,  and  also 
with  the  agent  for  the  crofters,  who 
both  agreed  that  this  would  be  the  most 
convenient  place  to  hold  the  sittings. 

ROMANJCATHOLIO  CHAPLAINS  IK 
SCOTLAND. 

Me.  J.  WILSON  (Lanark,  Go- 
Tan) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether  it  is  lawful  for  Parochial  Boards 
in  Scotland  (should  they  deem  it 
expedient)  to  appoint  a  Roman  Catholic 
chaplain  in  poor  houses  in  Scotland,  and 
to  iJlow  him  a  suitable  remuneration ;  or 
whether  it  is  illegal  to  appoint  as  chap- 
lain any  person  other  than  a  clergyman 
of  the  Estabhshed  Church  t 

Mb.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON  j  I  must 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  postpone  the 
question  until  Thursday. 

H0U8INQ  OF  THE  WORKING 
CLASSES. 
LoBD  H.  BRUCE  (Wilts,  Chippen- 
ham):  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  when  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts 
(Amendment)  Bill,  as  also  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Acts  (Consolida- 
tion) Bill,  will  be  printed  1 

•The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  :  I  believe 
that  both  Bills  will  be  in  the  Vote  Office 
to-day. 

THE    MUZZLING    ORDER. 
Mb.  NORRIS  (Tower  Hamlets,  Lime- 
house)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  what  dis- 
tricts the  Muzzling  Order  for  dogs  has 
Colonel  Malcolm 


been  rescinded;  if  he  can  state  the 
number  of  cases  -of  rabies  during  the 
past  year ;  and  whether  it  is  proposed  to 
continue  the  Muzzling  Order  in  the 
Metropolis,  and  if  statistics  prove  that 
if  it  were  extended  for  six  months  to  the' 
whole  Kingdom  the  disease  would  entirely 
disappear  ? 

SiE  H.  ROSCOE  (Manchester,  S.): 
May  1  ask  whether  it  is  not  the  fact  that 
the  registration  of  dogs  has  signally 
failed  in  the  Continental  cities  where  it 
has  been  adopted;  and  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  re  consider  his 
decision  as  to  replacing  muzzling  by 
regfistration } 

Mk.  CHAPLIN  :  Yes,  Sir ;  I  am  awar^ 
of  both  of  the  facts  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  ;  but  I  must  remind  him 
that  the  Order  which  has  recently  been 
made  by  the  Board  of  Agricnit  ire — 
substituting  a  collar  for  the  muzzle — 
only  extends  to  those  districts  in  which 
we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
disease  has  ceased  to  exist.  In  reply  tO' 
the  question  on  the  Paper,  the  Muzzling 
Order  has  been  modified  in  those  parts  of 
Essex,  Herts,  Kent,  and  Surrey,  which 
are  outside  the  Metropolitan  Police 
District.  The  number  of  cases  of  rabiea 
during  last  year  was  340.  The  MuzzUng 
Order  has  never  at  any  time  been  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  Kingdom,  and  there 
are  no  statistics  to  show  what  the  efEect 
of  the  Order  would  be  if  it  were  made 
universal.  From  the  progress  made 
already,  I  anticipate  that  rabies  may  be- 
effectually  dealt  with  without  any 
necessity  for  so  stringent  a  measure. 

WINE  FROM  RAISINS. 
Me.  CHILDERS  (Edinburgh,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stat? 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Foreign  Office  has  been 
drawn  to  the  recent  discovery  on  the 
Continent  of  a  method  of  making  wine 
from  raisins,  giving  much  better  results 
than  wine-maJking  from  grapes ;  whether 
this  has  led  to  the  imposition  in  France 
of  a  heavy  Excise  Duty  on  raisins ;  and 
if  he  can  lay  upon  the  Table  Papers 
upon  this  subject  ? 

*SiE  J.  FERGUSSON:  We  have  no 
detailed  information  on  the  subject  of 
the  manufacture  of  wine  from  raisins,  or 
of  the  reasons  for  the  imposition  of  a 
heavy  Excise  Duty  on  them;    but   a 
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Seport  has  been  called  for  from  the 
Coiamercial  Attach^  to  the  Embassy  in 
Pans. 

BBinSH  EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED 
STATES- 
Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  beg  to 
-ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  AfiEairs  if  the  attention  of  the 
Prime  Minister  has  been  directed  to  the 
i&ct  that  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
ef  the  United  States  has  passed,  prac- 
-tically  without  amendment,  the  pro- 
posals for  the  imposition  of  enhanced 
-and  prohibitory  duties  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  cutlery,  tin  plates,  iron  hoops, 
linen  goods,  and  other  articles  of  British 
export;  and  if,  having  regard  to  the 
diaistrons  effect  the  approval  of  the  Bill 
"bj  the  Senate  must  have  upon  the  trades 
of  ShefiBeld,  the  Midland  Counties,  South 
Wales,  and  Belfitst,  Her  Majesty's 
Govemment  will  adhere  to  the  view  ex- 
pressed on  the  6th  ultimo,  that  the  free 
import  system  in  the  United  Kingdom 
precludes  the  instruction  of  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Washington  to  represent  to 
<the  American  Govemment  the  injury 
the  proposed  legislation  is  calculated  to 
do  to  the  industry  of  a  friendly  Power, 
which  gave  last  year  a  free  market  to 
£95,000,000  worth  of  competing  Ameri- 
<»!  goods? 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :  We  have  no* 
jet  received  a  copy  of  the  TarifE  Bill  a^ 
it  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  < 
bat  we  have  heard  by  telegraph  that  it 
underwent  no  important  alterations. 
In  reply  to  the  second  question  of  my 
hem.  and  gallant  Friend,  I  can  only  say, 
as  I  have  done  before,  that  it  would  be 
iiffipassible  to  object  to  such  legislation 
hecaose  it  is  founded  on  a  protective 
policy.  Our  free  admission  of  foreign 
manufactures  generally  rest  on  the  adop- 
tion of  a  contraiy  system. 

OTRCHANT    SHIPPING  (LIFE-SAVING 

APPLIANCES)  ACT. 
'  Captaih  PRICE  (Devonport) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  with  reference  to  the  notice  given 
that  the  operatatMi  of  the  Rules  drawn 
nnder  the  Merchant  Shipping  (Life- 
Saving  Appliances)  Act  of  1888  would 
iake  effect  from  the  1st  of  November 
next,  how  long  prior  to  that  date  would 
notice  be  given  to  shipowners  and  the 


public  as  to  what  appliances  have  been 
sanctioned  under  those  Rules  t 
•The  president  of  the  BOARD  or 
TRADE(Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, Bristol, W.): 
I  have  laid  the  Revised  Rules  drawn  under 
the  Merchant  Shipping  (Life-Saving 
Appliances)  Act  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  this  day,  and  the  public,  there- 
fore, can  procure  copies  of  them  at 
once. 

SCOTCH  FARM  SERVANTS. 

Me.  mark  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
bright) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  inconvenience  which  is  caused  to 
farm  servants  in  Scotland  by  the  absence 
of  uniformity  in  the  dates  fixed  for 
their  removtd  from  their  houses;  and 
whether  he  will  introduce  a  measure  to 
remedy  this  inconvenience  J 

Mk.  J,  P.  B.  ROBERTSON :  The  exist- 
ence of  the  inconvenience  referred  to  in 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Member  has 
been  represented  to  me,  and  the  ques- 
tion will  have  my  immediate  considera- 
tion. 

THE  REGULATION  OF  RAILWAYS 

ACT. 
Mb.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rush* 
cliffe)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  how  many  applications 
have  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
under  Section  6  of  "  The  Regulation  of 
Railways  Act,  1868"? 
•SiE  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :.  None,  Sir. 

CHURCH  PROPERTY   AND  REVENUES. 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment when  the  first  portion  of  the 
Return  of  the  Property  and  Revenues  of 
the  Church  of  England  and  the  Ecclesi- 
astical Commissioners,  promi^  this 
month,  will  be  printed  and  distributed  ! 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  that 
they  are  now  engaged  in  correcting  a 
draft  of  this  Return,  and  they  hope  to 
have  it  ready  for  presentation  before  the 
end  of  the  month. 

THE  UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT. 
Me.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  the 
Scottish  University  Commissioners,  who 
are  understood  tohave  already  takenmuch 
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evidence  on  the  question  of  the  changes 
to  be  introduced  into  the  conditions 
attaching  to  the  Chairs  in  the  Faculty  of 
Divinity,  propose  to  present  at  an  early 
period  the  Special  Report  to  Her  Majesty 
npon  this  'matter,  which  they  are 
directed  to  '  make  by  the  Universities 
(Scotland)  Act  of  1889 1 

Mb.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON:  Since  the 
hon.  Qentleman  gave  notice  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  an 
answer  from  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  BRYCB  :  I  will  repeat  the  ques 
tion  next  week. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Me.  ERNEST  BECKETT  (York,  N.R., 
Whitby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  A&irs 
whether,  since  negotiations  with  Ger- 
many respecting  the  delimitation  of 
frontiers  %nd  spheres  of  influence  have 
been  open,  the  Germans  have  pushed 
forward  their  agents  and  emissaries  into 
regions  to  the  North  and  rear  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  the  South  African 
Company ;  whether  Germany  is  bound 
by  the  Treaty  of  1886,  and  by  the 
pledges  given  by  Prince  Bismarck  lo  Sir 
E.  Maiet  in  1887  not  to  occupy  or 
permit  operations  in  these  regions ;  and 
whether  the  Ck>vemment  will  make  it  a 
condition  of  resuming  negotiations  that 
the  ttatxu  quo  shall  be  strictly  main- 
tained, and  that  no  advance  on  one  side 
or  the  other  shall  be  sanctioned  or 
recognised  while  negotiations  are  going 
on? 

•SiK  J.  FERGUSSON:  We  have  no 
information  of  any  German  expeditions 
to  the  North  and  rear  of  territory  belong- 
ing to  the  South  African  Company.  The 
engagements  of  1886  and  1887,  which 
have  been,  and  are,  respected  by  the 
Germans,  related  to  territories  in  which 
the  British  and  German  East  African 
Companies  were  interested.  It  is  under- 
stood between  the  two  Governments 
that,  while  negotiations  are  pending,  the 
«ftt<u«  qiu>  shaJI,  as  far  as  possible,  be 
maintained  as  r^ards  territories  under 
discussion. 

PUBLIC  PROSECUTIONS. 
Me.  PTCKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
&ilure  in  many  cases  to  comply  with 
Mr,  Bryce 


the  provisions  of  the  5th  section  of 
"  The  Prosecution  of  Offences  Act,  18T9," 
which  direct  the  clerks  to  Justices,  Ac., 
to  transmit  to  the  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions  a  copy  of  all  depositions  and 
other  documents  relating  to  any  prosecu- 
tion withdrawn  or  not  proceeded  with 
within  a  reasonable  time  ;  will  he  state 
the  average  number  of  cases  during  the 
last  five  years  in  relation  to  which 
depositions  and  documents  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions  in  accordance  with  the 
above  provision,  and  also  the  num- 
ber of  cases  in  which  the  Director 
of  Public  Prosecutions  has  taken  action 
thereon ;  and  is  there  any  instance  of  a 
clerk  to  a  Justice  or  to  a  Police  Court 
having  been  proceeded  against  according 
to  law  for  failure  to  comply  with  the 
foregoing  enactment  I 

Me.  MATTHEWS:  No,  Sir;  my 
attention  has  not  been  called  to  any 
failure  in  this  respect.  The  duties  of 
the  Local  Authority  and  of  the  Director 
of  Public  Prosecutions  respectively  are 
laid  down  in  the  Regulations  framed  in 
pursuance  of  the  Acts  of  1879  and  1884, 
and  approved  by  Parliament.  Between 
August,  1884,  and  the  1st  of  March, 
1890,  the  number  of  cases  which  were 
withdrawn  or  not  proceeded  with,  and 
in  which  information  was  sent  to  the 
Director,  is  206.  Of  these,  nine  were 
taken  up  by  the  Director.  The  Director 
informs  me  that  be  is  not  aware  of  any 
such  proceedings  having  been  taken  as 
ore  referred  to  in  the  last  paragraph. 

POST  OFFICE  XMPLOTiS. 

Me.  CUNINGHAMB  GRAHAM  :  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  whether 
the  law  forbidding  employers  of  labour 
to  fine  their  emploi/ia  applies  to  the 
Postmaster  General  in  i-elation  to  post- 
men ;  and  whether  the  Postmaster 
General  has  legal  power  to  fine  Post 
Office  employdi  either  in  money  or  hj^ 
imposing  extra  duty  without  pay  t 

Thb  ATT'ORNET  general  (Sir  R. 
Webstee,  Isle  of  Wight):  Apart  from 
the  Truck  Acts  and  certain  special 
Trade  Statutes,  which  have  no  applica- 
tion to  the  hon.  Member's  question,  there 
is  not,  so  for  as  I  know,  any  Statute  or 
Rule  of  Law  forbidding  the  Postmaster 
Greneral  or  any  other  employer  of  labour 
to  impose  fines  or  make  deductions  from 
wages  for  misconduct  or  breach  of  rales^ 
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Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM  :  I 
be^askthe  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
vrhether  he  will  state  what  restrictions 
the  Postmaster  General  has  legal  power 
to  iinpose  upon  Poet  Office  employ^ 
when  not  on  duty  ;  and  whether  he  will 
slate  whether  the  Postmaster  General 
has  any  legal  power  to  interfere  with 
posbnen  for  attending  public  or  trade 
nnion  meetings  when  not  on  duty  t 

Sib  B.  WEBSTER  :  It  is  not  possible 
to  answer  the  first  paragraph  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question,  as  it  raises  a  mere 
abstract  question  of  law.  The  Post- 
master General  can  make  such  rules  as 
are  in  his  judgment  necessary  for  the 
ftoper  fulfilment  of  their  duties  by  the 
persons  employed  by  him,  and  is  entitled 
to  dismiss  from  the  service  those  persons 
who  are  not  willing  to  conform  thereto. 

Mb.  C.  graham  :  I  should  be  glad 
if  the  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could 
give  me  a  more  definite  answer.  A  man 
without  any  wish  to  infringe  the  law 
nay  sometimes  do  so  in  ignorance. 

SiE  R.  WEBSTER :  I  would  gladly 
give  the  hon.  Member  any  assistance  in 
my  power ;  but  the  matter  is  not  one 
that  can  be  more  definitely  stated  in 
answer  to  a  question. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  IN  LONDON. 

Mb.  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attor- 
ney General  whether  the  new  Electric 
Light  Companies  in  London  are  legally 
empowered  to  disfigure  the  streets,  and 
greatly  increase  the  risk  of  fires,  by 
patting  their  wires  overhead  instead  of 
undei^pxrund  ? 

Sib  R.  WEBSTER:  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member,  under  the  Electric  Light- 
ii^  Acts  of  1882  and  1888  powers  are 
Kserved  to  the  County  Council  and  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  for  regulating  and 
controlling  the  cases  in  which  overhead 
wiresmay  be  used,  and  in  myopinionthese 
powers  are  sufficient.  The  information 
before  me  does  not  tend  tn  show  that 
overhead  wires  increase  the  risk  of  fires. 

COUNTY  COURT  REGISTRAltS. 
Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attormey  General  whether  any  arrange- 
ment has  yet  been  formally  determined, 
on  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  which 
Begistrars  of  County  Courts,  whose  in- 
ewne  amounts  to  £1,000  per  year,  are 


required  to  devote  their  whole  time  to 
the  duties  of  the  office  ? 

Sir  R.  WEBSTER  :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  that  any  appoint- 
ments mode  since  the  County  Courts  Act, 
1888,  where  the  "salary  is  sufficient  to 
obtain  a  fit  and  proper  Registrar  it  has 
beeu  made  a  condition  that  the  Registrar 
shall  not  practice  as  solicitor  and  notary, ' 
and  arrangf  ments  of  the  snme  principle 
will  be  made  in  the  case  of  any  existing 
Registrar  who  may  consent  thereto.  I 
need  not  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member 
that  by  the  provisions  of  Sections  25  and 
45  of  the  Act  of  1888  the  rights  of 
Registrars  holding  appointments  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  were 
preserved. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH :  Does  the  Lord 
Chancellor  consider  £1,000  a  sufficient 
sa'ary  ? 

SiE  R.  WEBSTER :  As  far  as  I  am 
informed,  the  Lord  Chancellor  states 
that  £1,000  a  year  is  quite  a  sufficient 
salary,  and  I  think  that  even  a  smaller 
sum  would  be  sufficient. 

THE  HIGH  COUUT  OF  JUSTICE. 

Mk.  J.  KELLY  (Camberwell,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  whether 
he  can  state  the  reason  for  which  three 
Judges  have  lately  been  sitting  in  one  of 
the  Divisional  Courts  of  the  Queen's 
Bench ;  whether,  for  the  last  10  years, 
the  practice  of  three  Judges  so  sitting 
together  in  banc  has  been  abandoned ; 
and  whether  the  return  to  the  old  prac- 
tice is  intended  to  be  general,  and  so  to ' 
cause  further  delays  in  the  trial  of  the  ^ 
actions  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  1 

Sir  R.  WEBSTER  :  Before' answering 
thequestion  of  my  hon. and  leamedFriend 
I  must  respectfully  protest  against  the 
suggestion  implied  in  the  last  paragraph,  - 
that  the  practice  is  intended  to  cause 
delays  in  the  trials  of  actions  in  the 
Queeu's  Bench  Division.  Nothing,  in 
my  opinion,  has  ever  taken  place  to  justify 
such  a  suggestion.  The  formation  of  a 
Division  Court  of  three  Judges  is  due  to 
important  representations  made  two 
years  ago,  on  the  part  of  the  Bar  and  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society,  to  the  effect 
that  it  was  desirable  that  application  for 
new  trials  should  be  dealt  with  by 
Courts  composed  of  three  Judges.  Prior 
to  the  present  sittings,  various  causes,  • 
especially  the  absence  of  two  of  the 
Judges  on  the  Special  Commission,  and  ' 
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the  illness  of  several  others,  have  rendered 
the  formation  of  such  CJonrts  impossible ; 
but  I  understand  that,  when  practicable, 
the  hearing  of  cases  of  the  kind  by 
Courts  so  composed  is  intended  to  be 
general. 

In  reply  to  a  further  question  bj  Mr. 
J.  Kelly, 

Sm  R  WEBSTER  said :  I  am  aware 
that  there  is  a  feeling  among  many 
members  of  the  Bar  on  the  subject ;  but 
whether  it  represents  the  majority  or 
not  I  am  -unable  to  say. 

PRIVATE  BILL  PROCEDURE  (SCOT- 

LAND)  BILL. 
Mb.  BRYCE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasniy  whether  he  can 
indicate  any  time  at  which  he  will  take 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  Private  Bill 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill? 

•The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Strand,  West^ 
minster) :  I  regret  that  I  am  not  able 
to  name  a  day  for  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill ;  but  I  hope  that  it  will  be 
possible  to  take  it  very  shortly. 

PUBLIC  B08INES8. 
Mb.  J.  E.  ELLIS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  inas- 
much as  on  20th  May  ho  stated 

"  If  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  Government 
to  make  proposals  for  a  further  extension  of 
time,  then  the  views  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  the  futare  progrress  uf  business  may 
be  properly  put  forward," 

and  on  the  23rd  Mny  he  made  such  a 
proposal  without  giving  the  views  of  the 
Government,  he  will  now,  for  the  oon- 
yience  of  the  House,  make  such  a  state- 
ment as  to  business  as  he  did  on  the  17th 
June,  1889,  when  making  a  similar 
Motion  to  that  carried  on  the  23rd  May 
this  year  1 
•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Sir,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  cannot  expect  me  to  answer 
this  question  to-day.  I  hopa  to  be  able 
to  make  a  statement  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days. 

IRELAND— THE   POLICE  AND 

MEETINGS  IN  ENNI8. 

Me.  O'KEEFFE  (Limerick   City):  I 

beg    to   ask    the    Chief     Secretary    to 

the    Lord     Lieutenant    of     Ireland     if 

it  be  true,   as  reported  in  the    Press, 

that  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  house  of 

Sir£.  Webster 


Mr.  Dennis  M'Namara,  in  Ennis,  on 
Tuesday  last,  to  make  arrangements  for 
a  demonstration  to  demand  a  public 
inquiry  into  the  treatment  of  John  Dalj 
and  other  Irish  prisoners  in  England, 
that  a  police  sergeant  interrupt^  the 
prdceedings  and  took  the  names  of  those 
present ;  and,  if  so,  by  what  authority 
the  policeman  in  question  entered  this 
private  house,  and  what,  if  any,  was  his 
legal  right  so  to  do  P 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  toe  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  Constabulary  authorities  re- 
port that  the  meeting  referred  to  was 
not  held  in  a  private  residence,  but  in 
Mr.  M'Namara's  public  house.  The 
police  had  reason  to  suppose  that  it  was 
an  attempt  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the 
local  branch  of  the  National  Let^e, 
which  was  declared  to  be  unlawful  in 
that  district.  Upon  being  informed  by 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
meeting  that  such  was  not  the  case  the 
police  left  the  premises. 

Me.  cox  (Clare,  E.)  :  May  I  ask  how, 
not  having  a  licence,  Mr.  M'Namaia 
could  have  a  licenced  house  ? 

[No  answer  wm  gfiven.] 

»[R.  M'EKERV. 
Mb.  O'KEEFFE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  by  the  Prisons  Board  to  the 
following  Report  made  by  Dr.  Moor- 
head,  Yisiting  Justice,  Tullamore 
Gaol:— 

"  23rd  May,  1890. 
"  Mr.  M'Eaery  complains  that  yesteiday 
he  was  reduced  15  marks 'by  the  chief  warder 
for  not  harinir  sufficient  work  done,  that  he 
has  been  suffering  from  dyspepsia  in  ths 
prison,  for  which  he  is  at  present  under 
medicHi  treatment,  and  that  consistent  with  hii 
condition  of  health  he  is  as  industrious  as  be 
possibly  can  be.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  M'Enery  is  at  present  under  medical 
treatment  for  a  very  disabling  disease,  djrs- 
pepsia.  I  would  recommend  to  the  authorities 
that  his  task  work  be  suspended  until  saoh 
time  as  hia  health  is  restored  ;  " 

and  whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  by  medical  authority  Mr.  M'Enery'8 
health  is  affected,  and  that  he  has  still 
over  seven  months'  imprisonment  to 
undergo  with  hard  labour,  for  publishing 
a  newspaper  article,  he  will  direct 
special  attention  to  his  condition  I 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  General 
Prisons  Board  report  that  it  is  the  esse 
that  the  prisoner  mentioned  was  de- 
prived of  15  marks  for  idleness,  the 
medical  officer  of  the  prison  having  then 
reported  that  there  was  nothing  in  his 
condition  to  prevent  him  from  per- 
forming his  work.  The  medical  officer 
now  farther  reports  that  the  complaint 
of  the  prisoner  is  of  a  slight  nature,  and 
that  there  is  absolutely  nothing  in  his 
condition  to  prevent  him  from  perform- 
ing his  task.  There  does  not  appear  to 
be  anything  in  the  case  calling  for 
special  attention. 

BAILWAY  FROSI  G.^LWAY  TO 
CLIFDEN. 

Mb.  PINKEBTON  (Galway):  I  b^ 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if 
any  decision  has  been  arrived  at  by  the 
Government  with  regard  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  line  of  railway  from  Gtalway 
to  Clifden,  approved  of  by  the  Boyal 
Commission ;  and,  if  so,  when  will  that 
decision  be  carried  into  effect  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TBEA- 
SURT  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.)  :  No 
decision  has  yet  been  arrived  at  by  the 
Goremment  with  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  from  GWway  to 
Clifden. 

INCOME  TAX  (IRELAND). 

Mb.  KNOX  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  will 
agree  to  the  Return  as  to  Income  Tax 
(IrelandX  which  stands  on  the  Paper  for 
to^layt 

Mb.  60SCHEN :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  postpone  the  question  for  a 
few  days. 

THE  CAPITATION  ALLOWANCE  IN 
IRELAND. 

Mb.  PENROSE  FITZGERALD  (Cam- 
bridge) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
it  is  the  case  that  the  Commissioners  of 
Irish  National  Education,  in  a  communi- 
cstion  addressed  to  His  Grace  the  Lord 
A.rchhishop  of  Dublin,  and  dated  13th 
December,  1888,  stated  that  they  had 
agreed  to  submit  to  the  Lords  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  for  their  samtion  a 
jiroposal  of  the  Standing  Committee  of 
tbe  General  Synod  of  the  Church  of 
Inland,  to  the  effect  that  the  Capitation 


allowance,  which  stopped  at  schools  of 
15  in  average  attendance,  should  be  ex- 
tended to  schools  of  from  10  to  15  in 
average  attendance;  whether,  in  a  far- 
ther communication  to  the  Archbishop 
in  March,  1889,  it  was  stated  that  the 
proposal  had  not  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury ;  whether  a 
deputation  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee had  waited  on  him  (the  Chief 
Secretary)  last  January,  to  point  out  the 
importance  which  the  Committee 
attached  to  the  proposed  extension  of 
the  Capitation  allowance,  tc^ether  with 
the  smallness  of  the  amount  necessary 
for  carrying  it  out ;  and  whether,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  improved  financial  posi- 
tion of  the  Treasury,  there  was  a  prospect 
of  the  requisite  panction  soon  being 
obtained  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  My  hon.  Friend 
is  aware  that  the  question  to  which  he 
refers  is  one  not  without  difficulty,  and 
it  is  still  under  the  consideration  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

EVICTIONS  AT  FALCARRAGH. 

Mb.  mac  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Seeretary  to  thd 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether, 
within  the  next  few  weeks,  39  families 
are  to  be  evicted  from  the  Stewart 
Estate,  at  Falcarragh,  and  six  families 
from  the  Swiney  Estate,  in  the  same 
district,  and  whether  more  than  60 
families  are  about  the  same  time  to  be 
evicted  from  the  Olphert  Estate ; 
whether  the  forces  of  the  Crown  will  be 
employed  in  the  carrying  out  of  these 
evictions ;  and  is  Falcarragh  to  be 
included  in  the  congested  districts  for 
which  special  provision  is  contemplated 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Bill  through 
the  agency  of  the  Board  to  be  created  by 
that  measare  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Sheriff 
has  applied  for  protection  to  carry  out 
evictions  on  the  Stewart  and  Swiney 
Estates  to  the  extent  stated  iq  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  question.  No  applica- 
tion has  been  yet  received  in  regard  to 
the  Olphert  Estate.  The  forces  of  the 
Crown  will  not  be  employed  in  carrying 
out  the  evictions  ;  but  they  will  be 
present  in  compliance  with  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  Sheriff  to  afford  him  and  his 
officers  protection  should  the  occasion 
arise.     Falcarragh  is  within  the  con- 
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gested   district    contemplated    by    the 
Bill. 

Mb.  MACNEILL:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  question,  namely, 
whether  Falcarragh  is  included  in  the 
congested  districto  nnder  the  Land 
Purchase  Bill ) 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes. 

Mb.  MACNEILL:  As  a  matter  of 
policy,  to  say  nothing  of  humanity,  will 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  see  the 
propriety  of  arresting  the  employment 
of  the  forces  of  the  Crown  until  the 
benevolent  schemes  of  the  Govemmenb" 
can  be  put  into  operation  t 
.  Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  policy  or  humanity,  but  simply 
of  upholding  the  law. 

Mr.  MACNEILL:  Am  I  to  under- 
stand "that  the  Government  have  no 
option  in  the  matter,  and  that  they  are 
obliged  to  employ  the  forces  of  the 
Crown  in  battering  down  the  houses  of 
these  poor  tenants? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
ground  for  believing  that  the  kind  of 
resistance  the  hon.'  Gentleman  alludes 
to  will  be  made  by  the  tenants  against 
the  sherifE,  who  will  simply  act  in  the 
performance  of  a  dnty  imposed  on  him 
by  a  Court  of  Law. 

ASSAULTING  THE  IKISH  POLICE. 

Mr.  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  a  case  in  which  five 
men  were,  a  few  days  ago,  charged  before 
two  Resident  Magistrates  at  Portumna 
with  assaulting  two  constables  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  named 
M'Qowan  and  Grady,  and  two  emergency 
men,  named  Kingsbury  and  Dobson, 
who  swore  that  they  had  been  way-laid 
and  assaulted  by  the  accused,  Constable 
Grady  being  compelled  to  discharge  his 
rifle  in  self-protection,  and  which  case 
was,  notwithstanding  the  positive  swear- 
ing of  the  constables,  dismissed  by  the 
Magistrates,  the  evidence  for  the  defencn 
being  that  the  constables  and  the 
emergency  men  were  under  the  in- 
fluence of  drink,  and  l)ad  attacked  the 
accused;  and  whether  these  constables 
are  still  to  be  permitted  to  return  to 
their  positions,  or  whether  any  steps  will 
be  taken  by  the  Government  to  mark  its 
sense  of  their  conduct  1 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  making 
inquiry,  but  have  not  yet  received  a 
Report. 

ASSAULT  AT  MILLSTBEET. 

Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secietaty  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any  in- 
quiry is  being  made  into  an  assault  upon 
a  poor  woman  and  her  husband,  named 
Sullivan,  who  were  waylaidand  dreadfully 
beaten  near  Millstreet,  County  Cork,  on 
Tuesday  night  last,  the  3rd  mstant,  on 
their  way  home,  and,  after  being  attacked 
and  wounded,  ptruggled  into  the  house 
of  a  postboy  named  Buckley,  who  in 
consequence  was  stoned  by  the  gang; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Sullivans 
were  medically  treated  in  the  Millstreet 
Union  Uospital  by  Dr.  Leader,  who  re- 
fused to  give  a  certificate  to  the 
eifect  that  Sullivan's  life  was  out 
of  danger ;  whether  many  similar 
assaults  have  taken  place  near  Mill- 
street  during  the  past  year ;  whether 
the  police  have  arr^ssted  and  brought  to 
justice  any  of  the  gang  notoriously 
implicated  in  this  and  other  similu 
recent  outrages ;  and  whether  steps  will 
be  immediately  taken  to  ascertain  who 
are  the  employers  of  the  gang  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  must  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  defer  the  question 
until  to-morrow. 

De.  tanner  :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  how  many  police  are 
now  stationed  in  and  about  Millstreet? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Consta- 
bulary Authorities  report  that  there  are 
stationed  in  the  town  of  Millstreet  one 
District  Inspector,  one  Head  Constable, 
and  19  men,  and  that  there  are  two  huts, 
each  four  miles  distant  from  Millstreet, 
having  a  party  of  five  men  each. 

IRISH  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 
Me.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Michael 
O'Brien,  Freyhanes,  Mullagh,  County 
Clare,  did  on  the  14th  April  last  send 
three  of  his  children  to  Annagh  (8628)* 
National  School,  and  if  on  the  same  day 
they  were  ordered  to  leave  "  for  want  of 
room,"  and  did  they  leave ;  whether  on 
the  15th  April  he  sent  four  of  his  chiK 
j  dren  to  Mullagh  (3928)  National  School, 
and  if  they  were  informed  on  the  16th 
April     that      "  they     could      not    be- 
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permitted  to  remain  there" ;  whether, 
on  appealing  to  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  on  the  18th 
April  and  3rd  Maj,  he  was  in- 
formed hy  them  on  the  8th  Mar  that 
"  there  was  another  school  (Coore)  con- 
veniently 'sitnated  for  his  children  to 
attend" ;  whether  Coore  School  is  two 
and  a  half  miles  from  O'Brien's  residence, 
Mnllagh  one  and  a  half,  and  Annagh 
only  half  a  mile  distant ;  whether  there 
is  sufficient  accommodation  in  both 
Annagh  and  Mullagh  Schools  for 
O'Brien's  children ;  whether,  according 
to  the  Boles  of  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Edacation,  O'Brien  may  insist 
on  having  his  children  tanght  at  the 
most  convenient  school ;  and  will  steps 
be  taken  to  inquire  into  and  remedy 
this  matter  1 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  report  that 
it  appears  O'Brien's  &mily  had  regularly 
attended  Coore  School  until  about  12 
mouths  ago  when  an  attack  was  made 
upon  that  school,  without  any  g^und  for 
complaint  gainst  the  teachers,  this 
school  being  efficiently  conducted.  The 
manager  of  the  other  two  schools  men- 
tioned has  declined  to  i«ceive  the  chil- 
dren of  O'Brien,  as  these  schools  are 
already  overcrowded.  The  ^Commis- 
sioners do  not  see  anything  in  the  case 
calling  for  action  on  their  port. 

Mr.  JORDAN :  Was  it  competent  for 
the  manager,  according  to  the  Rules  of 
the  Commissioners,  to  refuse  to  receive 
the  children  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  gather  that 
there  was  no  violation  of  the  Rules  of  the 
National  Board. 

Mb.  JORDAN :  What  is  the  number 
of  children  attending  these  schools  t 

Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON  (Kerry,  W.) : 
And  what  is  the  limit  of  the  area  allowed 
for  each  child?  ! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  an-  i 
Bwer  these  questions  without  notice.  1 

lX)KAOHADEE  HARBOUR. 

Mb.  M-CARTAN  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  has  yet  received  any  official  Report  as 
to  the  present  condition  of  the  harbour  at 
Donaghadee,  County  Down  ;  and  if  any 
steps  will  be  taken  to  render  it  safe  for 
vessels  calling  there  f 

Mb.  JACESON  :  Yes ;  I  have  received 
aBeport  upon    the    condition    of    this 


harbour,  but  I  only  received  it  within 
the  last  day  or  two,  and  have  not  had  an. 
opportunity  of  considering  it. 

Colonel  WARING  (Down,  N.) :  Did 
the  Inspector  who  went  down  to  Dona- 
ghadee make  any  inquiry,  and  what 
soundings  did  he  take  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  It  was  not  necessary 
for  any  Inspector  to  take  soundings. 
He  would  be  able  to  see  at  once  ttia 
condition  of  the  harbour. 

.«>LAVERY  ON  THE  CONGO. 
,  Mb.  a.  E.  pease  (York) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  whether  the  shipment  of 
labourers  from  Zanzibar  to  the  Congo, 
amongst  whom  are  large  numbers  o£ 
slaves,  has  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Brussels  Conference  with 
a  view  to  its  being  investigated ;  and,  if 
not,  will  immediate  steps  be  taken 
towards  this  end  1 
•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  :  The  functions  of 
a  Conference  are  not  judicial,  and  it  ia 
not  probable  that  the  President  would 
permit  the  discussion  of  matters  not  in- 
volving international  agreements  on  the 
subject  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

THE  INDIAN  COUNCILS  BILL, 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  1   wish  to  ask 

the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  after  what 

hour  to-night  he  will  not  take  this  Bill  ? 

•Me.   W.    H.  SMITH:   The  Bill  will 

not  be  taken  after  10  o'clock. 

PURCHASE   OF   LAND,  &c.    (IRELAND) 
BILL— MR.  SPEAKER  AND  INSIRUO- 
T10N8. 
Mb.   J.   MO  RLE  Y   (Newcastle-upon* 
Tyne)  :  I  think,  Sir,  it  will  be  for  the 
convenience  of  the  House  if  you  would 
now  allow  me  to  put  to  you  a  question 
concerning  the  first  Order  of  the  Day — 
whether  you  would  now  think  fit  t» 
state  to  the  House  your  view  of  the  In- 
struction that  I  have  put  on  the  Paper 
with  reference  to  that  Order  t 

[Mr.  Morley's  Instruction  was  aa 
follows  : — 

"  On  Motion  tor  goioK  into  Committee 
on  Purchase  of  Land  and  Congtsted  District» 
(Ireland)  Bill,  to  move  that  it  bean  Instruction 
to  the  Committee,  that  they  have  power  to 
make  provision  for  the  creation  of  Local 
Authorities,  whose  assent  shall  be  necessary  to 
the  imposition  of  any  liability,  upon  Loca^ 
Revenues  for  the  purposes  of  this  BUL"J 
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*Mb.  speaker  :  The  original  Motion 
for  the  Instrnction  pat  down  in  the  name 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I  thonght 
was  out  of  order,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  good  enough  to  modify 
that  and  to  pat  npon  the  Paper  the 
Instrnction  as  it  now  stands.  I  have 
had  communication  by  letter  and  person- 
tillly  with  the  right  hon.  Gentlemtm,  and 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  impartiality 
with  which  he  put  forward  his  views 
in  support  of  the  Instruction,  now  on  the 
Paper.  I  hare  informed  him  that  my 
difficulty  has  been  as  to  the  vagueness 
«f  the  Instruction,  both  in  regard  to  the 
power  of  limiting  the  Debate  under  its 
terms  and  the  vagueness  of  the  Instruc- 
tion as  affording  no  definite  guidance  to 
the  Committee  when  they  come  to  discuss 
elauses  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it  into 
effect.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
good  enough  to  explain  the  definite 
purposes  with  which  he  put  the  Instruc- 
tion on  the  Paper ;  and  it  then  occurred 
to  n^e  that  the  purposes  which  he  wished 
to  carry  oat  under  the  Instruction  might 
possibly  be  in  the  power  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  effect  without  the  necessity  for 
an  Instruction.  Before,  however,  inform- 
ing him  of  that  view  I  communicated, 
as  I  thought"  it  my  duty  to  do,  with  the 
Chairman  of  Committees,  who  would 
have  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  and  I 
am  at  liberty  to  say  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  told  me  that  in  Committee 
it  would  be  permissible  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  introduce  Amendments  and 
clauses  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  as  specified  by 
himself.  These  objects  are  the  creation 
either  of  a  separate  authority  or  of  a 
composite  body  composed  of  Boards  of 
Guardians,  Grand  Juries,  or  Presentment 
Sessions  to  watch  the  interests  of  the 
locality  for  fear  lest  liabilities  should  be 
incurred  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  which  it  might  be  unwise  to  saddle 
on  these  localities.  They  would  watch 
the  interests  of  the  localities,  and  they 
would,  if  they  thonght  the  bargain  a 
bad  one  in  individual  cases,  have  the 
power  of  vetoing  the  transaction.  These 
are  the  specific  objects,  I  believe,  as 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
I  believe  these  objects  might  be  carried 
out  by  Amendments  or  clauses  in  Com- 
mittee. Under  these  conditions,  and 
with  that  explanation,  I  have  to  say  that 
the  Instruction  would  be  irregular,  but 
Mr.  J.  JUorley 


only  irregular  inasmuch  as  it  would  seek 
to  empower  the  Committee  to  do  that 
which  in  my  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion, 
I  may  add,  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  it  has 
perfect  power  to  do. 

Mb.  W.  B.  GLADSTONE  (Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian) :  Perhaps,  Sir,  you  will 
allow  me  to  put  to  you,  not  so  much  for 
immediate  answer  as  for  consideration,  a 
question  which  arose,  not  out  of  the 
reply  you  have  been  good  enough  just 
now  to  give  from  the  Chair,  but  out  of 
the  whole  circumstances  connected  with 
Instructions  which  have  recently  oc- 
curred. They  evidently  show,  what  I 
think  I  am  pretty  well  aware  of  in 
other  ways,  that  there  is  a  great  uncer- 
tainty in  the  minds  of  many  Members 
and  very  g^at  obscurity  on  the  subject  of 
Instructions,  to  Committees  as  to  what 
can  and  what  cannot  be  moved.  I  would 
ask  you,  Sir,  to  be  good  enough  to  con- 
sider whether  it  would  be  expedient  to 
order  a  search  to  bo  made  in  the  records 
of  this  House  and  a  list  to  be  prepared 
and  circulated  for  the  information  of 
the  House  of  the  various  Instructions  to 
Committees  that  have  been  moved  at 
various  periods  during  the  present  reign. 
I  do  not  know  whether  you  will  think 
fit  to  reply  at  the  present  moment ;  but, 
if  not,  I  would  request  you  to  take  the 
matter  into  consideration. 
*Mk.  SPEAKER:  I  have  naturally, 
within  the  last  few  weeks,  given  special 
attention  to  the  whole  subject,  and  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Honse 
will  permit  me  I  would  like  to  state  my 
views  as  explicitly  as  I  can  to  the  House . 
I  have  searched  the  precedents  con 
nected  with  Instructions.  The  Honse 
will,  perhaps,  be  best  put  in  the  posses- 
sion of  my  views  on  the  subject  when 
I  say  that  there  is  a  very  vast  and  material 
difference  between  Instructions  to  a 
Committee  and  an  Amendment  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  a  Bill,  or  of  a  Reso- 
lution on  the  Second  Reading  of  a  Bill 
which  traverses  the  principle  of  the  BilL 
When  a  Bill  has  been  read  a  second  time 
the  House  has  assented  to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill.  In  the  last  few  years  a 
Standing  Order  has  been  passed  stating 
that  when  the  Housa  Is  prepared  to  go 
into  Committee  the  '  Speaker  is  to  leave 
the  Chair  without  Question  put;  but 
there  is  a  reservation  made  with  regard 
to  Instructions  to  the  Committee.     It 


Digitized  by 


Google 


349        EUctiona  (Scotland)        {JuxE  9,  1890}     Corrupt,  d:c.  Practieet  Bill.   350 

question  I  ventured  to  address  to  jaa. 
with  r^;ard  to  the  sea^rchmg  of  the 
records  and  the  production  of  the  variona 
Instructions. 

•Me.  speaker  :  I  think  it  would  be 
rather  an  unusual  proceeding  for  tha 
Speaker  to  search  for  precedents  and 
have  them  laid  before  the  Members  of 
the  Honse.  I  should  be  happy,  I  am 
sure,  to  give  every  information  in  my 
power  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
I  should  be  happy  to  lay  all  the  pre- 
cedents before  him.  Perhaps  the  right- 
hon.  Gentleman  will  be  content  with 
that. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  :  Perhaps  it 
would  be  better  that  I  should  submit  & 
Motion  for  the  production  of  these  pre- 
cedents. 

Mr.  J.  MORLET:  After  what  has- 
passed  it  is  not  imprubable  that  Mr. 
Speaker  will  leave  the  Chair  on  the  first 
Order.  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  tht» 
Government  intend  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill  this  night? 
•Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  We  do  not  in- 
tend to  proceed  this  evening  with  the 
Bill  beyond  going  into  Committee,  and 
after  the  Speaker  has  left  the  Chair  1 
shall  move  to  report  Progress. 

Mr.  J,  MORLEY  :  What  business  will 
be  taken  to-morrow ! 


would  be  obvious  to  the  House  that  if 
an  Instruction  moved  on  that  occasion 
were  to  traverse  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  or  go  so  far  outside  the  limits  and 
scope  and  frame  work  of  the  Bill  as  to  set 
upanalternative  scheme,  oraoounter  pro- 
position to  the  Bill,  that  would  virtually 
be  a  Second  Reading  Debate  overa^in. 
It  would  be  an  Amendment  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  and  would  there- 
fore reduce  to  a  minimum,  and  would 
nullify  altogether,  the  provision  which 
the  Honse  has  passed  in  the  Standing 
Order,  which  states  that,  when  the  House 
is  prepared  to  go  into  Committee,  I 
should  leave  the  Chair  at  once  without 
any  Question  put.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  precedents,  I  believe,  which  go 
beyond  an  Instruction  of  this  nature — 
an  Instruction  to  amplify  the  machinery 
of  the  Bill  to  carry  out  the  general 
purpose  and  scope  of  the  Bill  within  the 
general  framework  and  idea  of  the  Bill. 
There  is  no  Instruction  that  I  am  aware 
of — certainly  not  since  the  alteration  in 
the  Standing  Order — which  could  be 
construed  into  the  traversing  of  the 
principle  of  the  Second  Reading  of  a  Bill. 
I  may  be  permitted  to  add  that  I  attach 
importance  in  a  high  degree  to  the  whole 
question  of  Instructions.  It  is  no  matter 
to  me  what  Government  is  in  power;  but 
I  say  it  in  the  interest  of  any  body  of 
gentlemen  who  may  constitute  the 
Government  of  the  day,  and  I  say  it  in 
the  interests  of  every  private  Member 
who  may  have  a  Bill  before  the  House, 
that  if  what  I  think,  and  I  unhesitatingly 
say,  is  an  abuse  of  Instructions,  be 
carried  much  further,  I  believe  it  will  be 
fatal  to  the  transaction  of  business,  not 
only  by  the  Government,  but  by  any 
individual  Member  who  may  •  be  in 
charge  of  a  Bill.  1  hope  the  House  will 
forgive  me  for  having  spoken  very 
frankly  on  the  matter.  I  have  no  other 
interest  at  heart  than  the  transaction  of 
bosiness  in  this  House,  and  I  believe  the 
Honse  will  agree  with  me  that  various 
Instmctions  to  carry  out  the  principle  of 
a  Bill  constitute  a  very  different 
category  altogether  trom  Instructions 
by  which  it  is  sought  to  traverse  the 
principle  of  the  BUI  and  so  resume  the 
Debate  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be 
settled  on  the  oonclusion  of  the  Second 
Beading. 
Mil  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  hope,  Mr. 
leer,  you  will  kindly  consider  the 


•Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  We  shall  take 
the  Local  Taxation  Bill  to-morrow. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee):  I 
was  not  in  the  House  when  the  Speaker 
gave  his  ruling.  I  have  an  Instruction 
on  the  Paper  on  the  Land  Purchase  Bill, 
but  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Speaker 
has  said  anything  about  it. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  That  Instruction  is. 
quite  out  of  order,  and  quite  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  Bill. 


ELECTIONS  (SCOTLAND)  CORRUPT  AND 
ILLEGAL  PRACTICES  BILL.-(No.  243.> 

Bill  reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Law,  &c. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  215.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  printed.     [No.  215.] 

Bill,  as  amended  by  the  Standing  Com" 
mittee,  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  331.] 
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ROYAL  ASSENT. 
Message  to  attend  the   Lorcls    Com" 
missioners ; — 

The  House  went ; — and  being  re- 
turned ; — 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal  Assent 
to,— 

1.  Customs    and  Inland    Revenue 
A.ct,  1890. 

2.  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1890. 

AfOTIOS'. 

IRELAND-CONDUCT  OF  POLICE  IN 

CASHEL  AND  TIPPEKABY. 

MOnON   FOB   ADJOURiniEin'. 

Mr,  Diixo^r,  Member  for  the  Eastern 
Division  of  the  County  of  Mayo,  rose  in 
his  place,  and  asked  leave  to  move  the 
Adjournment  of  the  House,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  a  definite  matter  of 
urgent  public  importance,  namely,  the 
imminent  and  daily  increasing  danger  to 
the  public  peace  by  reason  of  the  violent 
and  un-Constitutional  action  of  the  police 
and  Magistrates  towards  the  people  in 
the  districts  of  Cashel  and  Tipperary; 
but  the  pleasure  of  the  House  not  having 
been  signified,  Mr.  Speaeeb  called  on 
those  Members  who  supporned.  the 
Motion  to  rise  in  their  places,  and  not 
less  than  40  Members  having  accordingly 
risen : — 

(4.45.)  Mb.  DILLON:  Before  1 
attempt  to  )ay  before  the  House  the 
facts  of  which  we  complain  in  connec- 
tion with  the  action  of  the  Magistrates 
and  the  police  at  Cashel  and  Tipperary, 
I  must  briefly  allude  to  the  events  which 
led  up  to  those  occurrences.  The  House 
is  probably  aware  that  two  meetings 
were  announced  to  be  held  at  Tipperary 
and  Cashel  on  the  25th  and  27th  of  last 
month.  These  meetings  were  called  by 
public  placard,  and  full  and  long  notice 
was  given  of  the  object,  which  was  to 
give  me  a  welcome  ou  my  r«tum  to  Ira- 
land  and  to  hear  addresses  from  Members 
for  the  County  of  Tipperary.  As  far  as 
I  am  aware,  no  other  object  was  stated 
on  the  placards,  and  I  must  say  that  I 
think  it  still  lies  with  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  state  to  the  House  on  what 
grounds  those  meetings  were  proclaimed. 
As  I  understand,  the  law  at  present  in 


Ireland  is  precisely  the  same  with  regard 
to  putting  down  meetings  as  it  is  in 
England,  and,  if  that  is  so,  it  has  been 
decided  over  and  over  again  that  pro- 
clamation by  the  Executive  does  not 
constitute  a  meeting  illegal,  but  the 
Executive  which  issues  the  proclamation 
must  prove  to  a  Court  of  Law  that  it  is 
justified  in  doing  so.  The  mere  ip»e 
dixit  of  the  police  is  not  sufficient 
jnstification.  But  I  am  informed  that  the 
only  cause  alleged  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary in  justification  of  the  proclamation 
was  that  in  his  opinion  the  holding  of 
those  meetings  would  have  a  tendency 
to  increase  boycotting  and  intimidation 
in  Tipperary.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I 
believe  that  that  forms  no  justification 
under  the  Common  Law ;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  Executive  must  be  furnished 
with  sworn  evidence  that  the  holding  of 
the  meeting  would  be  sufficient  to  cause 
a  person  of  ordinary  fortitude  to  be 
placed  in  terror  of  his  life  or  of  bodily 
danger.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  contend  that  these  meetings 
were  legal  all  along,  even  after  the 
proclamation  was  issued,  and  that  no 
justification  whatever  existed  for  the 
proclamation.  In  answer  to  a  question 
the  Chief  Secretary,  beforj  the  Whit- 
suntide Recess,  said  that  the  increase  of 
what  he  called  outrages — things  which 
are  easily  manufactured  in  Ireland — 
during  the  months  of  March  and  Apr 
was  the  ground  for  proclaiming  thil 
meetings.  But  there  was  an  open-ai 
public  meeting  at  Tipperary  in  Apri 
litst,  and  the  result  is  that  the  districlt 
has  been  more  quiet  than  it  was  before 
it,  as  far  as  my  information  goes.  If 
that  is  true,  it  is  grossly  inconsistent 
and  unfair  to  fall  back  upon  facta  which 
occurred  before  those  meetings  as  justifi- 
cation for  prohibiting  the  latsr  meetings. 
At  all  events,  chough  we  had  this  evidence 
that  the  previous  open-air  meeting  had 
not  led  to  an  increase  of  violence,  these 
two  meetings  were  proclaimed  late  on 
the  Saturday.  That  is  a  custom  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  of  which  we  have 
great  cause  to  complain.  The  meeting 
had  been  placarded  a  fortnight,  yet 
Dublin  Castle  delayed  issuing  the  pro- 
clamation till  a  few  hours  before  it  was 
to  be  held.  My  hon.  Friends  and  my- 
self, believing  the  meetings  to  be  legal, 
and  knowing  that  it  had  been  laid  down 
by  the  Judges  in  Bluut's  case  that  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


353 


Ireland — 


{June  9,  T890} 


Condtust  of  Police.  354 


-ExecntiT'e  have  no  power  to  make  a 
meeting  illegal  simply  by  proclaiming  it, 
determined  to  go  down  to  Tipperary,  and, 
bj  way  of  protest,  hold  a  meeting  as 
far  as  we  prudently  conld.  I  have 
always  taken  up  the  position  that  if  a 
meeting  thus  proclaimed  were  illegal  it 
is  onr  duty  to  go  to  the  spot  and  address 
it,  bnt  if  the  Police  Force  was  over- 
whelming-to  advise  the  people  to  dis- 
perse, in  ordar  to  prevent  bloodshed  and 
disturbance.  Well,  we  did  go  down  to 
Tipperary,  with  the  object  of  addressing 
the  meeting  If  we  conld.  At  Limerick 
Jnnctioa  — the  nearest  station  to  which 
■we  conld  get  on  Sunday  morning,  about 
three  short  miles  from  Tipperary — we 
fonnd  between  1,000  and  2,000  country 
people,  and,  by  some  oversight  of  the 
anthorities,  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
making  these  mistakes,  there  were 
only  about  20  policemen  present. 
The  police  served  us  with  copies  of  the 
proclamation,  but  we  said  that  we  did 
not  consider  it  illegal,  and  proposed  to 
hold  a  meeting,  which  we  did.  We  ap- 
pointed a  Chairman,  addresses  were 
delivered,  and  a  resolntion  was  passed. 
The  police  very  properly  refrained  from 
distarbing  the  peace,  and,  although  they 
mixed  frealy  with  the  people,  and  were 
rather  ofEensive,  no  violence  was  done  to 
them,  and  they  were  in  no  way  injured. 
These  20  men  were  entirely  at  the  mercy 
of  a  large  crowd,  yet  they  were  in  no 
way  injured.  Afrer  addressing  the 
meeting  I  drove  into  Tipperary,  leaving 
Mr.  O'Brien  and  some  others.  On  | 
reaching  Tipperary  I  found  the  entrance 
to  the  new  square  barred  by  a  heavy  i 
cordon  of  police,  who  refused  to  allow  us 
to  pass.  Two  Resident  Magistrates  were 
present,  and  the  square  was  held  by 
about  200  police.  While  I  and  four 
other  Members  of  Parliament  and  a 
local  priest,  Father  Humphreys,  were 
discussing  the  situation,  with  no  people 
near  as,  and  with  no  weapons  in  our 
hands,  1  heard  Captain  Caddell  say  first 
to  a  heavy  body  of  police,  "  Draw  your 
batons,  men,"  and  then  "  Charge  and 
clear  those  fellows  out."  Twenty  police- 
men then  drew  their  batons  and  charged 
upon  five  unarmed  men,  but  broke  their 
ranks  as  they  came  up  to  us,  and  did 
not  strike  us,  although  the  two  Magis- 
trates told  them  to  close  their  ranks. 
After  passing,  the  police  were  re-formed, 
and  the  ICajg^trates  seemed  to  become 


rather  ashamed  of  their  conduct,  for 
they  ordered  the  men  to  put  up  their 
batons.  I  saw  that  to  attempt  a  meeting 
in  the  square  would  lead  to  disturbance 
and  bloodshed,  and  thought  it  best  to 
lead  a  body  of  people  out  into  the 
country,  so  I  walked  a  few  miles, 
followed  by  a  Magistrate  and  a  body  of 
police.  We  did  not  get  leave  to  hold 
our  meeting,  so  we  simply  had  a  long 
walk  on  a  fine  summer  afternoon.  We 
were  not  further  interfered  with.  In 
the  interval  Mr.  O'Brien  had  arrived 
on  a  drag  with  some  friends. 
I  propose  to  describe  what  passed  from 
the  columns  of  the  Irish  Times  and  the 
Dublin  Daily  Express.  When  Mr. 
O'Brien  drove  into  Tipperary  he  was  at 
once  stopped  by  the  police,  but  the  latter, 
when  informed  that  there  was  an 
Englishman  on  the  car,  allowed  it  to 
pass.  Then  we  drove  on  until  we  reached 
the  top  of  the  hill  leading  into  the  main 
street — ^William  O'Brien  Street.  There 
we  found  we  were  not  immediately 
followed  by  the  police,  and  my  hon. 
Friend  stood  up  to  address  the  people, 
and  a  large  crowd  collected  round  our 
drag.  Then,  according  to  the  description 
given  by  the  Irish  Times,  the  police,  led 
by  County  Inspector  Stevenson,  suddenly 
rushed  upon  the  crowd  and  commenced 
to  baton  the  people.  Be  it  observed  that, 
according  to  the  account  of  this  Tory 
newspaper,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
actual  fact,  there  was  no  call  made  upon 
the  crowd  to  disperse,  which  is  the 
proper  method  to  pursue.  The  news- 
paper account,  from  which  I  am  quoting, 
says  some  members  of  the  police  force 
used  the  batts  of  their  rifles  on  the  heads 
of  the  people,  several  of  whom  were 
knocked  down  and  injured  ;  free  fighting 
was  carried  on  in  one  comer,  while  the 
people  fled  on  the  other  side.  Mr. 
O'^ien  called  out  to  the  Inspector  not 
to  kill  the  people,  and  Mr.  Harrington 
and  others  cried  out  to  the  people  to  take 
refuge  in  the  houses.  The  newspaper 
correspondent  saw  one  young  man,  who 
was  standing  a  mere  spectator  of  the 
scene,  struck  on  the  head  by  a  police- 
man in  a  mechanical  sort  of  way,  the 
policeman  then  pcwsing  on  to  the  next 
man.  The  mother  of  this  injured  young 
man,  a  poor  deformed  boy  he 
was  really,  uttered  a  wild  yell 
and  rushed  after  the  policeman, 
whom  she  clutched  by  the  throat  with 
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suck  rehemence  that  half  choking  be 
fell  to  the  ground.  Well,  I  am  bound  to 
e&j  I  think  the  mother  did  perfectly 
right.  Very  likely,  if  very  shame  does 
not  deter  the  police,  she  will  be  summoned 
for  assault  before  Mr.  Gaddell,  who  does 
the  doable  work  of  batoning  the  people 
in  the  streets  and  punishing  them  from 
the  Bench.  In  another  instance  a 
respectable  young  gentleman,  well 
known  in  the  town,  received  a  severe 
blow  and  was  knocked  under  a  car.  I 
mention  these  things  as  showing  the 
scandalous,  disgraceful  laxity  of  dis- 
cipline on  the  part  of  the  police.  Now 
I  turn  to  an  account  which,  if  they  will 
accept  any  account  but  that  of  the  police, 
the  Goyemment  ought  to  accept,  the 
report  in  the  Dublin  Express.  This 
report  says  that  Mr.  O'Brien's  remarks 
were  interrupted  by  the  appearance  of  a 
break  filled  with  police  being  driven 
furiously  up  the  hill,  and  those  of  the 
crowd  who  saw  this  lied  in  all  directions. 
Observe,  the  people  fled,  they  did  not 
offer  resistance.  The  account  goes  on  b) 
say  that,  doubtless,  others  who  were 
listening  to  Mr.  O'Brien  would  also  have 
fled  had  escape  been  possible,  but  before 
they  could  disperse  the  order  to  charge 
was  given  and  the  police  with  drawn 
batons  were  upon  them,  the  Government 
shorthand  writer  taking  part  in  the  chase. 
There  were  cheers  for  Mr.  O'Brien, 
shouts  of  defiance  at  the  police,  and  & 
few  stones  were  thrown,  though  they 
injured  no  one,  and  some  20  persons 
were  knocked  down  by  the  charge.  Now 
recollect  that  at  the  moment  the  batoning 
commenced  there  was  no  resistance  to 
the  police.  One  young  man  being  struck 
knocked  the  constable  down,  and  the 
two  rolled  over  together.  Will  that  man 
be  prosecuted  for  assault?  It  is  an 
important  point,  because,  though  he  law- 
fully defended  himself  as  any  Member 
of  this  House  might  if  attacked  in  the 
street,  if  he  is  brought  before  this 
Magistrate  he  will  be  sentenced  to 
a  long  term  of  imprisonment.  The 
people,  says  the  Express,  were  terror- 
stricken,  but  several  were  wise  enough 
to  judge  that  getting  among  the  news- 
paper reporters  they  had  the  best  chance 
for  their  skulls.  This  is.the  description 
given  by  the  Unionist  newspapers,  and 
before  I  proceed  further,  let  me  say,  it  is 
idle  for  the  Chief  Secretary  or  anyone 
who  represents  the  Government  to  read 
Mr.  Dillon 


us  reports  concocted  by  those  very  police- 
men whose  conduct  we  stand  here  to 
challenge,  let  (he  right  hon.  Gentleman 
produce  independent  witnesses  as  we 
have.  I  have  given  the  evidence  of 
two  witnesses  who  certainly  are  not  pre- 
judi'.ied  on  the  Nationalist  side.  There 
is,  further,  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Byles,  an 
English  Pressman.  He  describes  the 
assembling  of  a  crowd  of  about  a  thou- 
sand persons  in  the  mannw  I  have  men- 
tioned. Then  he  says  the  police  rushed 
upon  the  people,  batons  drawn,  and  keep- 
ing no  order,  and,  filled  with  a  spirit  of 
malice  and  revenge,  began  striking 'at  all 
within  reach.  It  is  a  peculiarity  of  tb« 
conduct  of  the  Irish  police  that  tbey 
invariably  pursue  and  strike  the  flying 
people,  a  mockery  and  outrage  upon 
keeping  order.  This  correspondent  ssys 
one  stone  was  thrown,  but  he  was  told  a 
policeman  threw  it,  and  that  is  true,  it 
is  corroborated  by  other  accounts.  Now, 
is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  prepared  to 
defend  the  action  of  the  police  ?  If  he  is, 
he  must  be  prepared  to  face  the  adverse 
opinion  of  the  country.  If  he  denies 
these  facts,  he  must  do  so  in  a  veiy 
different  way  to  the  manner  in  which  he 
denied  the  facts  of  Mitchelstown.  Up  to 
this  hour  the  statements  he  over  and 
over  again  has  repeated,  statements  to  \ 
which  I  have  given  direct  contradiction  ! 
on  the  faith  of  my  own  eyes,  have  never  ' 
had  the  corroboration  of  any  single  inde-  '• 
pendent  witness.  Well,  so  much  for  the 
proceedings  at  Tipperary  on  that  day.  I 
shall  have  more  to  say  of  the  permanent 
state  of  things,  and  the  policy 
carried  on  there  before  I  conclude,  but  I 
now  proceed  to  allude  to  what  took 
place  at  Boherlahan  and  Cashel.  The 
police  have  a  system  of  watching  the 
leaders  of  the  Irish  Party,  and,  wherever 
we  go,  the  police  follow  us  on  a  car.  I 
have  seen  them  outside  my  hotel  in  a 
car  with  horses  yoked.  I  have  seen 
them  as  I  went  to  bed,  and  I  have  seen 
them  shiverin-T  there  in  the  morning. 
Yet,  so  inefficient  are  they,  or  so  stupid 
are  their  officers,  that  when  we  want  to 
get  away  unobserved  we  do  so,  quite 
easily.  We  evaded  the  police  force,  we 
turned  a  comer  and  they  lost  sight  4^ 
us,  and  it  is  a  fact  to  note,  that  not  a 
man,  woman,  or  child  would  g^ve  the 
police'  a  word  of  information  to  direct 
them  to  our  whereabouts.  Not  all  your 
power  and  all  your  sscret  service  money 
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oonld  bribe  or  bully  a  Tipperary  peasant 
into  telling  where  we  were  hidden, 
behind  a  hedg^.  We  saw  the  polioo 
gallop  by  fall  speed,  but  we  escaped  that 
Monday  night,  and  on  the  following 
morning,  no  doubt,  the  country  was 
nonrDd    by   police    and    cavalry,    t«le- 

Sphed  for  from  Cahir.  The  Rook  of 
hel  was  occupied  by  10  constables, 
and  from  thence  and  from  every 
eminence  around  the  police  swept  the 
oonntry  with  field  glasses  and  telescopes, 
and  at  every  cross-road  within  a  circuit 
of  three  miles  was  a  picket  of  mounted 
police  or  dragoons — nice  work,  certainly, 
for  dragoons  !  In  spite  of  all  these 
dahorate  precautions,  which  must  have 
cost  the  taxpayers  of  this  country  a  con- 
siderable sum,  we  held  our  meeting 
doim  by  the  banks  of  the  Suir, 
wi&in  half  a  mile  of  their  outposts. 
Of  their  movemento  our  scouts 
gave  us  all  information,  but  the  police 
were  unable  to  discover  us.  We  held 
our  meeting  when  we  received  informa- 
tion  from  our  scouts  that  the  police  and 
cavalry  had  evaonated  Boherlahan,  and 
we  drove  into  the  village,  .  where 
we  found  a  gathering  of  country 
people— 40  men,  perhaps,  and  some  60 
women  and  children,  together  with  10 
policemen.  We  undertook  to  hold  a 
nnall  meeting,  a  very  small  one,  but 
still  we  thought  we  might  as  well  improve 
the  shining  hour.  The  police  declared 
the  meeting  illegal,  but  we  said  :  "  You 
have  not  sufficient  force  to  disperse  the 
meeting,  we  consider  it  legal,  and  as  it 
a  feasible  we  shall  not  disperse."  The 
Kigeant,  who  was  completely  "ofE  his 
head" — I  think  I  never  saw  a  man  in 
raeh  a  fright — did  not  well  know  what 
to  do.  He  threatened  to  break  up  the 
meeting  by  fortse.  I  remonstrated  with 
him  aid  saidi  "  Tou  cannot,  you  have 
not  sufficient  force,  and  your  attempt 
will  only  lead  to  a  dangerous  riot." 
"Well,"  he  said,  "I  shall  have  a  large 
6»ce  here  in  a  few  minutes."  "All 
^^gbt,"  I  said,  "when  that  force 
comes  we  will  disperse,  and  yon, 
u  a  sensible  man,  if  you  have  any  sense, 
•honld  wait  until  that  force  comes  and  a 
Magistnte  with  it,  and  you  will  be  rid 
of  responsibility."  Even  while  I  was 
pnag  this  advice,  with  the  object  of 
pRserving  the  peace,  a  policeman  gave 
ne  a  violent  pu^h  and  tried  to  throw  me 
iown.  It  was  an  anxious  quarter  of  an 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    fraiHD  sebibs.] 


hour,  I  kept  between '  tiie  people  and 
the  police,  pushing  bade  violently  any  of 
our  people  who  were  inclined  to  be  noisy 
or  violent ;  and  yet,  while  I  was  talking 
with  the  sergeant,  a  policeman  struck  at 
me  with  his  baton.  These  may  appear 
trivial  things  to  some  hon.  Members,  and 
I  only  mention  them  as  showing  tho 
utter  disorganisation  of  the  police. 
What  is  tobesaidof  apolicemanwho,  when 
no  violence  is  offered,  strikes  at  a  Member 
of  Parliament  who  is'  exerting  himself 
to  preserve  the  peace  1  Of  course,  the 
policeman  had-  no  order  to  strike,  and 
when  we  remember  the  conditions  of  the 
position  We  see  tho  utter  recklessness  and  ' 
demoralisaiion  of  the  police ;  for  there  is 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  if  I  had  been 
struck  down  there  would  have  been  a 
rush  of  the  people  and  a  bloody,  terrible 
riot  which  the  police  would  have  been 
utterly  unable  to  control.  Our  people 
would  have  Buffered  severely,  for  the 
cavalry  would  have  been  on  the  ground — ; 
88  they  did  come  very  soon,  and  very 
glad  I  was  to  see  them,  for  the  situation 
was  getting  unpleasant.  If  I  had  been 
struck  down  there  would  not  have  been: 
the  slightest  justification  for  the  action, 
and  the  bloodshed  which  would  have 
followed,  the  blood  of  our  people,  as  well 
as  of  his  comrades,  would  have  been  on 
the  head  of  the  police.  In  England,  if 
such  a  case  had  arisen,  I  would  have 
taken  the  number  of  Ihe  constable  and 
would  have  summoned  him  before  a 
Court.  I  should  have  looked  for  justice^ 
and  I  have  no  doubt-  I  should  have 
obtained  it.  But  you  will  not  put  any 
number  or  mark  upon  a  policemanfs 
uniform  iu  Ireland  by  which  a  man  may 
be  identified.  Why  is  this,  unless  you 
are  ashamed  of  the  work  they  are  doing  t 
If  there  is  any  Olass  of  men  who  ought 
to  be  identiiSed,  it  is  the  police  in 
Ireland,  who  are  constantly  in  situations 
where  the  sense  of  responsibility  ought 
to  be  pressed  upon  them,  and  the  know- 
ledge that  they  could  be  identified  would 
be  a  wholesome  check.  I  could  not 
identify  the  man ;  -  and  even  if  I  were 
able  to  do  so,  the  result  of  a  summons 
would  be  that  the  charge  would  be 
heard  bafore  the  mau  who  is  the  'officer 
of  these  police,  who  was  in  command  of 
men  who  committed  unprovoked  outrages 
upon  Nationalists  in  Tipperary.  This 
officer  (Mr.  Caddell)  is  a  kind  of  Pasha  iu 
th 3  district;  he  distributes  justice  froin 
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the  Bench,  and  he  orders  baton  charges 
in  the  streets.  So  to  summon  a  police- 
man for  assault  or  for  any  other  offence, 
is  a  Traste  of  time  and  money.  At  this 
Boherlahan  meeting  the  police  three 
times  tried  to  break  it  up,  and  three 
times  Mr.  O'Brien  and  I  interposed 
between  the  police  and  the  people; 
and,  but  for  our  exertions,  the  police 
would  hare  been  attacked,  and  there 
would  have  been  serious  injuries  inflicted 
on  either  side  through  the  idiotic  un- 
provoked conduct  of  the  police.  The 
next    instant    a    police    car    was    seen 

^  «pproachLag,  containing  four  policemen, 
and  the  police  driver  lashed  the  horso 
into  full  speed,  and  drove  right  into  the 
crowd  composed  mainlj  of  women  and 
children.  I  saw  the  shaft  of  the  car  strike 
a  woman  on  the  breast,  and,  but  for  two 
men  striking  the  horse  across  the  face 
with  blackthorn  sticks  in  order  to  cause 
the  animal  to  rear,  and  then  seizing 
the  reins — but  for  that  the  car  would 
have  been  driven  into  the  midst  of  the 
people,  and  there  is  so  knowing  how 
many  would  have  been  knocked  down 
and  injured.  Is  that  the  way  to  conduct 
the  suppression  of  a  public  meeting 
when  the  people  are  excited?  I  was 
relieved  when  a  Magistrate  and  30 
dragoons  appeared  in  sight.  The  very 
instant  the  police  saw  the  dragoons  they, 
in  the  most  cowardly,  dastardly,  black- 
fruardedly  manner,  and  without  any  pro- 
vocation, began  striking  the  people  in  all 
•directions,  to  show,  I  suppose,  their 
courage  and  en»rgy  in  the  presence  of 
their  officer,  and  feeUng  safe  with  the 
presence  of  the  soldiers.  The  dragoons 
rode  down  to  the  spot,  and  the  adjutant 

•called  on  the  people  to  disperse.  There 
-was  no  order  to  chaise.  I  suppose  there 
-was  a  fear  of  a  remonstrance  from  the 
British  officer.  The  people  dispersed  at 
once.  But  here  is  another  instance  of 
<the  spirit  actuating  the  police.  I  was 
standing  behind  the  dragoons  who  had 
ridden  past  me,  and  I  saw  the  driver  of 
the  car  who  had  tried  to  drive  over  the 
people  jump  off  his  car,  and,  without 
auy  order,  draw  his  revolver.  He  stood 
like  a  brave  man  with  a  line  .of  soldiers 
between  him  and  the  people  who  were 
dispersing,  and  three  times  he  raised 
his  revolver  with  his  finger  ou 
the  trigger.  I  was  as  near  to 
him  as  I  am  wjw  to  the  hon.  Member  in 
front  of  me.  He  was  in  no  sort  of 
Mr.  DiUon 


danger,  yet  he  tried  to  take  aim  between 
the  line  of  horses.  Now,  this  is  an 
indication  of  the  spirit  and  temper  that 
exists  in  the  force,  a  dangerous  S]nrit, 
which,  if  not  checked  with  strong  repro- 
bation, will  assuredly  lead  to  serious 
bloodshed  in  the  future.  It  is  part  of 
the  design  to  goad  the  people  from  that 
peaceful  policy  which  you  know  will  be 
successful  ultimately.  After  this  in- 
cident, ending  in  nothing  worse  than  a 
few  cut  heads,  we  drove  on  to  CasheL 
On  the  road  the  dragoons  rode  close 
behind  our  cars  in  order  to  prevent  the 
people  from  following.  At  the  entrance 
to  the  town  of  Cashel  we  were  met  by 
the  Resident  Magistrate  in  charge  vi 
Cashel,  Mr.  Shannon.  This  gentleman, 
I  may  remark,  is  a  brother  to  Mr. 
Shannon,  who  conducted  the  case  for  the 
Times  so  successfully,  and  has  now  fled 
to  America.  This  Magistrate,  who  had 
been  directing  baton  charges  in  Cashel 
during  the  day,  seeing  us  with  our  escort 
of  dragoons,  shouted  in  the  most  aggres- 
sive tone,  "  Bravo,  Bmen !  We  have 
batoned  them  like  hell  in  Cashel  to-day." 
Such  is  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  men 
in  charge  of  the  police.  We  dismounted 
from  our  cars  at  the  hotel,  and  close  by 
were  some  dozen  people,  mostly  women, 
who  had  taken  refuge  from  baton  charges 
in  an  archway  leading  into  the  hotel 
yard;  and  when  I  stepped  off  the  car 
these  people  crowded  around  me  and 
began  shaking  hands,  crying,  "  Gkxl  bless 
you ! "  and  at  that  moment  the  police 
were  ordered  to  charge  and  clear  the 
people  out.  Now,  what  offence  had  these 
people  committed  ?  Is  it  to  be  laid  down 
as  the  law  in  Ireland  that  for  the  pe(^le 
to  shake  hands  with  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment is  a  punishable  offence?  I  say, 
from  the  evidence  of  my  own  eyes,  there 
was  no  other  offence ;  there  was  no 
attempt  to  hold  a  meeting;  there  was 
not  even  a  cheer.  A  cheer,  we 
know,  is  a  serious  offence ;  and  one 
man  raising  a  cheer  may  be  sub- 
jected to  a  baton  charge  and  a  broken 
head.  I  stood  before  the  police  and 
called  out,  "  What  is  it  you  want 
the  people  to  dot  Tell  me  and  I  will  get 
them  to  do  it.  Are  they  to  be  bludgeoned 
because  they  shake  hands  with  me!" 
Now,  I  attribute  it  not  to  my  appeal,  bnt 
to  the  fact  that  20  dragoons  were 
looking  on  that  the  Magistrate  said, 
"  Well,  men,  put  up  your  batons  and  shove 
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them  ont  of  that."      Now,  I  ask  why,  on 
what  ground  do  Magistrates,  entrusted 
^th  the  delicate  duty  of  preserving  the 
^eaoe,  behave  in  this  way  ?     We,  what- 
«ver  onr  sini  may  be,  are  trusted  by  the 
people.     We  may  be  scoundrels  of  the 
deepest  dye,  but  we  have  more  power 
OTBr  the  people  than  yon  have.       Is  this 
the  way  to  preserve  the  peace,  to  incite 
to   tumult    by    insulting     every    Irish 
Member  who  comes  among  the  people  1 
I  will  give  another  instance  to  show  the 
ispirit  prevailing.     After  we  got  into  the 
hi)tel,  Mr.  O'Brien  went  to  the  telegraph 
office  at  the  other  end  of  the  town  to 
send  oS  a  message,  and  immediately  he 
was  followed  by  10  dragoons  and  about 
40  policemen  in  charge  of  a  Magistrate. 
I,  looking  out,  felt  some  amusement  at 
the  proceeding,  and  determined  to  see 
the  result,  and  followed  my  hon  Friend. 
Thereupon,   my   Mag^rate — I   say   my 
Magistrate,  and  I  mean  the  Magistrate 
specially  interesting  himself  in  my  move- 
ments—and    a    force    of     police    and 
dragoouB  escorted  me,  and  so  we  had  a 
double  procession  down  the  street.     We 
reached  the  telegraph  office,  and  while 
we  were  inside,  the  imposing  force  of 
police    and    militaiy    formed  a  hollow 
«qnare  in  front  to  prevent  an   address 
being  delivered  from  the  steps  of  the 
honae,  a  thing  we  had  not  the  slightest 
Intention  of  doing.     Mr.  O'Brien  went  up 
the  street,  and  I  returned  to  the  hotel 
e8oorted    as   before.     In  the   street,  at 
vomers    and    along    the    walls  of    the 
honaes,  ready  to  bolt  into  the  houses,  a 
few      people     were     scattered ;       and, 
as     I     passed,      these     people     raised 
a  feeble  cheer.    Without  any  warning  a 
charge  was  ordered  by  Mr.  Shannon. 
Now,  what  offence  was  committed  ?   The 
peo[de  ought  to  be   warned  that  they 
are  not    allowed    to  shake   hands,   to 
cheer  Members  of    Parliament,   or    to 
groan  for  Mr.  Balfour  on  pain  of  having 
their  heads  broken  on  the  spot.     If  any 
persons,    men  or   women,    venture    to 
gniau,    they     are     rushed    upon     and 
liatoaed  at  once ;  and  it  is  laid  down 
hj  the  police  themselves  that  this  is 
onqnestionably  an  offence.     In  this  case 
the  charge  was  ordered  for  the  offence 
of  an  isolated   handful    of    people.    I 
turned   to    the    Magistrate    and    said, 
''Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  inform  me 
what  it  is  yon  want  the  people  to  abstain 
haa  doing,   and  I  will  tell  them  and 


obtain  their  acquiescence?"  And  the 
Magistrate  replied,  "  I  will  give  you  no 
information."  I  then  asked,  "Do  yon 
decline  to  give  me  the  information 
which  will  enable  me  to  aid  yon  in  pre- 
serving the  peace?"  And  the  Magis- 
trate replied,  "That  is  accurate."  He 
said  this  in  a  manner  which  was  grossly 
offensive.  On  these  tacia  the  following 
questions  arise :  First,  is  it  legal  to 
attack  a  peaceable  meeting,  even 
although  it  has  been  proclaimed,  with- 
out dae  warning  sufficient  to  allow  the 
people  to  disperse  1  Secondly,  when  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  hold  a  meeting, 
is  it  legal  to  charge  and  baton  smtdl 
groups  of  people  who  are  doing  nothing 
but  cheering  or  shaking  hands  with 
Members  of  Parliament  ?  Thirdly,  when 
a  crowd  of  people  is  charged  by  the 
police,  when  no  resistance  is  offered  and 
people  fly  as  quickly  as  they  can,  is  it 
lawful  to  pursae  them,  to  knock  them 
down,  and  to  baton  them  1  The  Execu- 
tive (Jovemment  are  bound,  if  they 
have  any  degree  of  care  for  the  peace  of 
the  country,  or  any  regard  for  their  own 
position,  to  give  specific  answers  to  these 
questions  —  definite  answers  that  will 
act  as  a  check  upon  their  officials  in 
Ireland.  The  unluippy  people  of  Ire- 
land live  under  conditions  which  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  the  people  of  Eng- 
land to  realise ;  under  a  centralised 
police  system  such  as  the  English  people 
had  never  come  in  contact  with,  a  system 
so  allied  with  the  Magistral  that  the 
people  have  no  hope  of  remedy  in  the 
Courte  of  Law.  This  House  is  the  only 
place  to  which  the  people  of  Tipperary 
can  look  for  any  remedy,  and  it  is  because 
they  hope  to  reoeiveaconsiderable  amount 
of  sympathy  and  support  from  a  large 
Party  in  this  House  that  we  do  not  now 
hear  of  those  serious  and  violent 
outrages  which  used  to  be  so  frequent 
in  Ireland.  I  now  have  a  word  or 
two  to  say  in  r^^ard  to  the  so-called  ex- 
plosives. The  Times,  evidently  deter- 
mined to  keep  up  its  reputation  for 
veracity,  speaks  of  bombs  exploded 
amongst  the  police  for  the  purpose  of 
clearing  a  way  through  them.  This  is 
childish  nonsense.  Let  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary produce  a  single  policeman  who 
has  received  a  scratoh.  With  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  attempts  to 
injure  buildings,  which  were  made  a 
long  time  before  meetings  were  ad- 
0  2 
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dressed  by  English  Meroberb  of  Parliio- 
saest,  there  has  been  no  use  at-  &I1  of 
what  ooali  be  properly  described  as  ez- 
plosiyes.  What  haye  been  used  were 
mare  orackers  or  squibs,  which  prodnoed 
a  report  something  like  that  of  a  pistol- 
shot,  made  oi  short  lei^ths  of  gaepipe 
with  a  little  powder  in  them,  made  and 
thrown  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
alarm,  by  miaohieiroas  boys  over .  whom 
politicians  oonld  exercise  no  control 
whatever.  The  police  have  been  good 
enongh  to  show  their  mnsemn  of  ex- 
plosives to  Mr.  Byles,  of  the  Bradford 
Observer,  who  foand  that  six  out  of  10 
were  short  lengths  of  gaspipe,  whilst 
the  seventh  was-  a  champagne  bottle,  and 
tiie  most  senona^  of  all  was  the  hub  of  a 
wheel  which  had  been  exploded  in  a 
a  narrow  street  and  had  brought  down 
some  guttering.  The  tenants  knew 
nothing  about  tiiose  things,  which  are 
only  such  explosives  as  are  let  off  by 
boys  in  the  streets  of  New  York  every 
Fourth  of  July ;  and  th&t  the  stcK'm  about 
them  was  a  ridioului  mua  is  shown ,  by 
the  fact  that  the  Dublin  Daily  Easprew 
eoncluded  its  description  of  a  canister 
that  had  contained  gunpowder  by  saying 
that— 

"Ofiiouneno  dangrer  coaldaeorne  from  the 
explosion,  but  >t  is  evident  that  it  mis  placed 
there  for  the  purpose  oi  alarming  aod  oausiag 
annoyance  to  the  police." 

By  the  very  teslamony  of  avowed 
enemies  no  hann  was  intended.  A  more 
serious  matter  is  the  intolerable  practice, 
continued  from  day  to  day,  of  "  shadow- 
ing" Members  of  Parliament.  I,  Sir, 
have)  had  an  unfortunate  experience  of 
being  shadowed  by  the  poUce,  and  I 
remember  having  met  in.  Australia  a 
man  who  had  been  engaged  in  this  kind 
of  duty,  but  who  is  now  happily  oon- 
Terted>  He  described  to  me  the  whole 
process  of  shadowing  a .  Member  of  Par- 
liament, and  the  process ds  this:  The 
Member  is  watched  from  a  distance  by 
two  or  three .  men  employed  on  this 
particular  duty.  They  take  note  .of 
ev«ry  person  who  speaks  to  him 
or  to  whom  he  himself  may  speak. 
They  watch  every  house  he  goes  into, 
aod  take  down  the  number  of  pec^le  in 
that  house,  or  who  enter  it  while  he  is 
there.  That  is  the  system  which  is 
being  pursued  in  Ireland.  I  think  it  is  a 
very,  odious  system,  but  it  is  one  that 
has  been  followed  in  Ireland  for  many 
Mr.  Dillon 


years;  The  present  Government  have,  in 
point  of  fact,  invented,  a  system  of 
shadowing  which,  I  Venture  to  think,  is 
not  equalled  by  anything  which  takes 
place  in  Russia.  We  had  a  conversa- 
tion the  other  day  as  to  some .  words 
uttered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  which  had  been 
gikissly  diverted  from  their  true  meaning'. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  sneer^ 
and  scoffed  at  for  saying  what  he  did  not 
say  with  regard  to  the  condition  of 
things  in  Ireland,  as  comparable  to  what 
is  taking  place  in  Siberia.  But  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  we  have  in  Ireland  & 
state  of  things  which,  if  they  were 
described  as  taking  place  in  Odessa  or  St. 
Petersburg,  would  raise  a  howl  through- 
out this  country.  Well,  what  have  you 
done  in  Ireland  P  In  Tipperary,  the 
parish  priest  cannot  leave  his  home  with> 
out  being  "  shadowed  "  by  two  o£Boen, 
one  of  whom  walks  by  his  side  and  the 
other  close  behind  him,  and  insists  upon 
hearing  the  conversation  between  the 
priest  and  anyone  he  speaks  to  in  the 
street.  This  infamous  and  unparalleled 
process  is  inflicted  on  the  mere  ipse  dixit 
of  the  incompetent,  insolent,  and  most 
objectionable  Magistrate  who  has  been 
sent  down  to  ieske  tshaige  of  the  district. 
Mr.  Caddell  is  inexperienced  and  incom- 
petent, and  yet  anybody  can  be  sub- 
jected to  this  intolerable  system  on  Mc . 
Gaddell's  mere  suspicion.  Not  every  one 
could  submit  to  such  persecution  all  day 
long  without  losing  their  temper  ;  it 
is  not  in  human  nature  to  stand  such  a  sys- 
tem. The  public  \)eaioe  is  daily  and  hourly 
put  in  danger,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  is  responsible 
for  whatever  does  occur.  There  was  a 
case  brought  before  Mr.  Caddell  where  a 
policeman  was  charged  with  assaulting  a 
civilian.  Three  respectable  witnesses 
swore  to  the  assault,  which  the  police- 
man denied.  Though  the  policeman's 
evidence  was  unsupported,  Mr.  Caddell 
dismissed  the .  summons,  and  fined  the 
complainant  £1  costs.  Another  case 
decided  by  Mr.  Caddell  was  that  of  a 
man  charged  with  assaulting  his 
''shadow."  He  was  a  respectable 
farmer  who  had  come  into  town,  and 
was  immediately  shadowed  by  the  polioev 
and  very  shortly  afterwards  was  arrested 
by  liis  shadow  on  a  charge  of  assault. 
He  -was  brought  before-  ^e  same  Mr. 
Caddell,  and  the  chaige  was  that  he 
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kttenq>ted  to  trip  up  the  polioenuui  and. 
above  him  o£E  the  path.  .  Three,  indepen* 
dent  witnesses  swore .  that  the  alleged 
atsanit  could  not  have  been  oommitted 
withoat  their  seeing  it^  and  that  thej 
did  not  see  it.  When  .the  case  was 
before  him  Colonel  Caddell  said  '*  Why 
were  joa  following  Mr.  Hayes  that, 
dayl"  The  complainant  replied,  "I 
believed  he  was  on  the  street  for  the 
pnrpoes  of  boycotting  some  shopmen." 
Wherenpon  Colonel  Caddell  said  that  the 
ease  was  one  in  which  he  had  very  little 
donbt,  as  he  had  the  sworn  testimony  of 
the  constable  that  he  had  been  tripped 
and  nearly  fell,  and  was  shoved  ofE  the. 
path  by  the  defendant,  of  whom  the 
police  .had  etated  they  had  informa- 
tion that  he  was  a  person  taking 
part  in  the  diabolical'  business  of  boy- 
cotting. Persons  like  the  defendant,  he 
added,  were  acting  against  the  rescripts 
of  their  Church,  and,  therefore,  he  hod 
no  hesitation  in  convicting  the  defendant. 
I  wish  the  House  to  mark  this  reference, 
to  boycotting,  about  which  there  never 
was  a  tittle  of  evidence  given  before  the 
Court.  Nevertheless,  this  gentleman 
has  no  hesitation  in  convicting  a  defen- 
dant against  the  sworn  testimony  of 
three  respectable  witnesses,  because  he 
thinks  he  was  engai^ed  in  boycotting, 
when  no  anch  question  was  really  before 
him.  A  more  glaring  instance  could 
not)  be  given  of  the  way  in  which  inen 
like  this  are  in  the  habit  of  dispensing 
justice  in  Ireland.  Mr.  Caddell  evi- 
dently has  no  idea  how  to  behave  in  a 
Court  of  Law.  He  is  -x  daily  and 
imminent  danger  t'>  the  peace  of  the  dis- 
trict, where  the  police  are  drinking,  and 
acting  in  the  most  insular,  undisoip- 
iined,  and  irresponsible  &shion.  They 
VK  enconraged  in  the  belief  that,  what- 
ever they  may  do,  they  will  not  be  held 
responsible,  and  that  their  unsupported 
story  will  be  accepted  without  any 
inquiry  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Although  the  Irish  Members  have  used 
strong  language  with  reference  to  the 
late  Mr.  Forster,  and  although  they  felt 
bound  to  stnggle  against  his  administra- 
tion, yet  Mr.  Forster  was  not  the  man 
who  would  have  gponedowa  to.  play,  lawnr 
tennis,  in  a  remote  part  of.  England 
when  ha  had  issued  orders  which,  for 
aoght  tho  person  who  issued  them  knew 
or  caied,  .might  lead  to  results  infinitely 
nunre  ilisaatrops   and    disgraceful   than 


those,  idiich  stained  tiie .  sqnaT^  cS. 
Mitchelstpwn  with  blood.  I  forget 
where  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
when  he  heard  of  the  Mitohelstown 
murders,  but.  he  might  have  been 
engaged  in  the  same  kind  of .  thing, 
and  I  say  that  this  is  not  the  way 
in.  which  .  the  peofde  of  Ireland, 
ought  to  be  treated.  While  this  state  of 
things  exists  in  Tipperary,  while  the 
police  and  the  people  do  not  speak  to 
each  other,  there  is  no  hope  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  law  ;  and  the  responsi- 
bility for  aU  these  misfortunes  and 
troubles  lies  cm  the  head  of  the  Executive, 
who  encourage  the  police  and  the 
Magistrates  to  pursue  these  evil  courses. 
The  heavy  duty  lies  on  the  House  of 
securing  that  the  police  of  Ireland  shall 
not  be  encouraged  to  act  in  the  horrible 
way  I  have  described  ;  that  they  shall 
not  be  taught  that  they  have  no  respon- 
sibility to  the  people;  and  that  they 
shall  hiive  those  wholesome  restraints 
im.poBed  upon  them  which  are  applied  -qi 
every  other  country  of  liberty.  The 
police  should  be  made  to  know  that  the 
men  who  speak  in  the  fullest  way  the 
voice  of  the  people  of  Ireland  will  at 
least  be  listened  to  when  criticising  the 
conduct  of  the  police ;  and  that  when 
the  police  resort  to  violence,  an  inquiry 
williollow,  at  which  civilian  evidence, 
will  be  listened  to.  Until  that  is  done 
it  is  idle  to  hope  that  either  the  police 
or  the  Magistracy  will  be  able  to  secure 
the  confidence  of  the  Irish  people.  I 
beg  to  move  "  That  the.  House  do  now 
adjourn." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Mr.  DUlon.) 

*(5.58.)  The  CHIEF  SECRBTARy 
FOK  IRELAND  (Mr.  A.,  J.  Balfoub,' 
Manchester,  E.)  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  confined 
himself,  fqr  the  most  part,  to  an 
account  in  detail,  which  I  shall  have 
to  traverse,  pf  recent  affairs  in  Tipperary^ 
and  he  has  indulged  in  none  of  those 
general  attacks  upon  the  ,  Government 
which  are  familiar  on  occasions  of  this 
sort.  He  did,  however,  criticise  my, 
conduct  in  not  having  been  present  in 
Dublin  at  the  time  the  meetings  in 
Tipperary.  were  held.  I  can  onljr  say 
that  I  took  every,  possible  precaution 
and  made  ;  ftv^ry  .amuogement  iox  pio- 
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Tiding  that  there  should  be  an  adequate 
force  of  policemen  on  the  spot — [An  hon. 
Member  :  Morder] — so  that  if  any  nnto- 
ward  event  occurred  at  all  events  the 
responsibiliiy  should  not  rest  upon  mj 
shoulders.  The  hon.  Member  drew  a 
distinction  between  the  attitude  of  the 
present  Qovernmentand  that  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  some  years 
ago. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  merely  drew  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Forster,  who  attended  personally  in 
Dublin  when  a  great  crisis  took  place, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman. 

•Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  apparently  does  not  draw  any 
distinction  between  the  conduct  of  the 
present  Government  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  and  in  that 
he  is,  I  think,  strictly  in  accordance 
with  historical  accuracy.  Though  I  do 
not  in  the  least  wish  to  go  back  upon 
the  unhappy  incidents  which  occurred 
in  Ireland  between  1880  and  1885,  I 
could,  if  it  were  worth  while,  read 
extracts  from  the  contemporaneous 
criticisms  of  Nationalist  Members — 
criticisms  not  cheered  by  the  Liberal 
Party  when  they  were  sitting  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  precisely  paraUel 
to,  though  couched  in  more  violent 
language  than,  the  criticisms  passed  upon 
us  and  upon  the  poUce  in  Ireland  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to-night.  Now,  Sir, 
this  question  necessarily  divides  itself 
into  two  branches.  In  the  first  place, 
we  have  to  ask  whether  the  general 
arrangements  of  the  Government  for 
suppressing  the  meeting  were  prudent, 
and  whether  the  police  acted  with 
judgment  and  moderation;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  we  have  to  inquire 
whether  the  Government  were  justi- 
fied in  proclaiming  the  meetings  to 
be  held  in  Tipperary  and  Cashel  t 
The  questions  are  entirely  distinct.  I 
deal  with  them  in  their  order.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Mayo  said  that  if 
we  meant  to  proclaim  the  meeting  at 
Tipperary  we  ought  to  have  proclaimed  it 
sooner.  Ue  said  we  had  ample  notice  of  the 
character  of  the  meeting,  and  that,  never- 
theless, we  did  not  post  our  placard  till 
the  day  before  the  meeting  was  to  be  held. 
He  further  told  us  that  the  objects  of 
the  meeting  were  defined  as  being  to 
Jfr.  A.  J.  Baifour 


ynleome  him  and  his  Colleagme  tiie- 
hon.  Member  for  North-East  Cork,  and. 
to  hear  addresses  from  the  Members  of 
Parliament  for  the  couniy.  On  alL 
these  points  the  hon.  Member  is,  I 
believe,  in  error.  I  recollect  that  iu' 
the  Debate  jast  before  we  separated' 
for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  mndi 
stress  was  laid  by  hon.  Members  fromi 
Ireland  on  the  fact  that  we  proposed 
to  interfere  with  a  meeting  to  be  held 
by  Members  for  the  purpose  of  ad> 
dressing  their  constituents.  But  there 
was  not  a  word,  as  tax  as  I  am  informed^ 
in  the  placards  posted  in  Tipperary  about 
the  Members  for  Tipperary  or  any  other 
Members  of  Parliament  except  the  two 
Members  whom  I  have  just  alluded  to.. 
The  placard,  which  was  posted  oni 
Friday,  May  23,  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Great  meeting  at  Tipperary  on  Sunday 
next,  the  2$th  inst.,  Measrs.  J.  UilloD,  M.P., 
and  W.  U'Brien,  M.P:,  will  deliver  ad. 
dtesaea." 

[An  hon.  Member:  Is  that  all 7]  That 
is  all,  according  to  the  copy  of  the  placard 
which  has  been  furnished  to  me,  and 
if  that  be  correct,  as  I  believe  it  is,, 
even  the  flimsy  pretext  of  an  address- 
to  constituents  has  been  abandoned^ 
and  judiciously  abandoned,  by  those 
who  were  responsible  for  the  arrange- 
ments on  that  occasion.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  long  notice  was> 
given  to  us  of  the  intention  to  hold  the 
meeting,  and  that  we  gave  no  notice  to 
him,  to  his  Colleagues,  or  to  the  people 
of  Tipperary,  that  we  were  going  to  stop 
it.  As  far  as  I  can  make  out  no> 
placard  was  posted  in  Tipperary  announc- 
ing the  meeting  until  the  Friday  after- 
noon, at  the  earliest.  Questions  on  the. 
subject  were  put  to  me  in  this  House  oa 
the  Thursday  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  and  the  right  hon  Gentle-^ 
man  the  Member  for  Newcastle,  and  I 
then  made  the  following  statement : — 

"  I  have  no  very  full  details  of  the  object*' 
of  the  meeting  before  me,  but  certainly  if  aa. 
open-air  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  '1  ipperary  in 
its  present  condition,  and  if  inflammatory 
speeches  are  likely  to  be  made,  it  would  as- 
doubtedly  lead  to  intimidation,  and  any  socb 
meeting  must  be  stopped." 

That  was  very  &ir  notice  given  on  Ha 
Thursday,  and  more  explicit  notice  etiiH 
was  given  on  the  Friday.  So  much  for 
the  first  accusation  brought  against  the 
Government  by  the  hon.  Cientleman,. 
that   we,    in    accordance,    as    he   va: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


369 


Ireland — 


{June  9,  1890} 


Conduct  of  Police. 


370 


good  enough  to  say,  with  onr  habitxial 
practice,   had  delajed   proclaimiDg   the 
meeting,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  provoke 
a  conflict  between  the  police   and   the 
people.     Although  it  was  known  that  no 
meeting  would  be  permitted,  neverthe- 
less,  knowing   that,   and   knowing   the 
diaracter  of  the  scenes  which  experience, 
and,    unhappily,     long    experience,    in 
Ireland,  hais  shown  attend  these  abor- 
tive   attempts      to     hold      proclaimed 
meetings,  the    hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
Frienda     took     upon     themselves     the 
grave  responsibility,  in  the  face  of  the 
pioclamation,   of   engaging  in  a  course 
of  conduct  which  might  have  led,  though 
happily  it  did  not  lead,  to  a  serious,  nay,  a 
dangerous  conflict  between  the  police  and 
the  people.      The   hon.  Gentleman  has 
given  us,  in  great  detail,  a  narrative  of  the 
events  in  Tipperary  and  Cashel.     I  will 
frankly     admit,    and     I    dare    say    he 
expects,     that     the     account     I      have 
received    of    thesa   transactions    differs 
vitally    and   fundamentally  from    that 
which  he  has  thought  it  his  duty  to  lay 
before  the  House.     I  am  informed  that 
the  meeting  at  Limerick  Junction  did  not 
exceed  300  or  400  persons,  and  that  it 
consisted  almost  entirely  of  those  who 
came  by  special  train,  with  the  addition 
of  a  Jew   of   the   leaders  of    the   hon. 
Crentleman's  Party  resident  in  Tipperary ; 
and  I  think  probably  the  police   were 
well  advised,  in  these  circumstances,  not 
to  interfere  with   the    meeting.     Then 
tiie  hon.   Gentleman  has   given  us  an 
account  of   what  happened  to  himself 
and  his  friends   in  Tipperary.     Judging 
by   what    he     states,    it    would    seem 
that  the  police  entertained  themselves 
daring  the  day  in  pursuing  flying  men, 
women,  and  children,  into  their  shops 
and  houses,  that  baton  chajrges  were  re- 
sorted to  without  provocation,  and  that 
no  attempts  were  made   by  the    people 
to  injnre  the  police.     According  to  the 
pictare  drawn  by   the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  whole  transaction  consisted   of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  on  one  side  attempting 
to  preserve  order,  and  the  police  on  the 
other  attempting    to  disturb  it.     Well, 
Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  picture  has  even 
the  elements    of   plausibility  about   it. 
The   hon.  Gentleman   must   have  been 
perfectly  aware    that   his    presence    in 
Tipperary,  under  the  circumstances,  was 
the   very   worst   way  of   keeping    the 
paace  and  protecting  the  people  that 


could  well  be  devised.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  baton  charge  took  place 
unprovoked  on  that  occasion.  Stones, 
were  thrown  at  the  police,  and  then  they 

undoubtedly 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  understood  it  was 
cnstomaiy  in  this  House  to  accept  an 
hon.  Member's  word.  I  stated  that  I 
was  charged  myself  while  standing  with 
five  Colleagues  in  conversation,  and  while 
we  were  doing  nothing.  Yet  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  without  quoting  any 
witness,  deliberately  gives  me  the  lie 
across  the  floor  of  the  House. 

•Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  gather  from 
your  not  rising,  Sir,  that  you  are  of 
opinion,  as  I  think  will  be  obvious  to 
every  man  listening  to  me,  that  in  giving 
my  version  of  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
facts  I  am  contradicting  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  I  am  in  no  Parliamentary  sense 
giving  him  the  lie.  I  believe  he  has 
given  to  the  House  statements  which 
he  believes  to  be  true.  At  all 
events,  I  am  entitled  to  hold  that 
opinion. 

Mb.  DILLON:  On  a  point  of  order. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  be  of 
opinion  that  he  is  entitled  to  say  that 
what  I  have  stated  as  an  eye-witness  he 
does  not  believe.  I  have  only  stated 
that  which  came  under  my  own  eyes ; 
yet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  he 
does  not  believe  it,  and  quotes  no 
evidence  and  no  authority  in  support  of 
his  assertions. 

•Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  appears  to  me  to  put  a 
curious  construction  upon  that  rule  of 
courtesy  which  forbids  one  Member  of 
the  House  to  give  the  lie  to  another.  I 
had  not  the  slightest  intention  of  doing  so. 
I  do  not  believe  the  hon.  Member  meant 
to  mislead  the  House,  although  I  do 
believe  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  has 
done  so.  There  is  nothing  unparlia- 
mentary or  offensive  in  saying  that. 
I  am  but  stating  my  own  personal  con- 
victions, based  upon  such  a  study  as  I 
have  been  able  to  give  to  the  subject.  If 
that  statement  be  in  opposition  to  that  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  I  want  to  know  why 
I  should  be  precluded  from  giving  it  to 
the  House.  The  hon.  Gentleman  referred 
to  a  baton  charge,  as  I  understood  him, 
when  he  and  five  other  persons  alone 
occupied  the  square  in  the  Market  Place 
at  Tipperary.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  concern 
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■whatever  in  stone-tlirowing,  bat  I  believe 
I  Urn.  right  in  sajing  that  every  charge 
of  the  police  in  Tipperary  that  day  ■was 
provoked  by  some  outrage  of  the  ehai^ac- 
ter  of  stone-throwing.  I  desire  to  con- 
duct this  controversy  witii  courtesy 
towards  hon.  GentlenJen  opposite,  but  I 
am  bound  to  slate '  to  the  Honse  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  tmth.  The  bon. 
Gentleman'  has  given  what  he  believes 
to  be  the  tmth. 

Mb.  DILLON:   I  know  it  to  be  the 
jiruth. 

•Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  And  when  the 
■itrhole  casa  has  been  surveyed  the  House 
will  be  in  a  position  to  judge  between. 
US.  We  have  had  some  sensational 
accounts  given  of  police  charges,  in  which 
it  is  said  a  woman  was  struck  by  a  baton, 
and  in  which  a  cripple  was  knocked  over 
the  head  by  a  policeman.  I  saw  these 
statements  in  the  newspaper,  and  I  have 
done  my  best  to  inquire  what  founda- 
tion there  is  for  them.  There  was  a 
woman  struck,  not  by  the  police,  but  by 
a  stone  thrown  by  the  crowd,  but  as  to 
the  cripple  I  can  find  nothing  what- 
ever about  him,  and  I-  believe  him 
to  be  imaginary.  I  do  not  think 
the  hon.  Member  gave  ns  this  statement' 
as  an  eye  witness.  Then  the  hon. 
Oentlem'\n  gave  us  an  account  of  what 
happened  at  Cashel  in  very  much  the  same 
strain  as  his  narrative  of  what  happened  at 
Tipperary.  So  far  as  I  can  make  out,  no 
meeting  was  held  in  Cashel  itself.  There 
■was  a  meeting  hold  at  a  place  abont  1 1 
miles  off,  called  Barrys-ford,  and  a  meet- 
ing which  was  attempted  to  be  held  be- 
tween that  place  and  Cashel  was  at  once 
dispersed.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  told 
OS  that  the  police  charged  before  any 
provocation  was  given,  but  he  is  misin- 
formed on  a  very  material  point. 
Mb.  DILLON :  I  was  struck  myself. 

•Me.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  did  not 
assert  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
ilot  been  struck.  As  I  understand,  the 
police  did  not  charge  till  one  of  them  had 
been  struck  with  a  blackthorn.  The  police 
-were  a  small  body,  and  they  were  quite 
right  in  taking  the  initiative;  but 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
oh  that  occasion  any  serious  injury 
inflicted  on  the  crowd,  nor, .  I  am 
happy  to  say,  on  the  hon.  Gentleman 
himself.  Then  the  hon.  Gentleman  was 
■^ood  enough  to  prophecy  that  my  defence 

would  chiefly  rest  upon  the  bombs,  and 
Jir.  A.  J.  Balfour 


he  gave  us  an  account  of  th^se  bombs, 
which  throws  a  strong  light  ott  the  reiy 
peculiar  condition  of  fipperaiy. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  said  that  I  had  gone 
into  the  museum  in  which  the  police  had 
collected  what  they  called  the  explosives 
which  had  been  thro'wn  in  nine  monliis, 
and  of  these  there  'were  only  two  which 
had  been  thrown    since  the    month  ci 
April,  and  they  were  neariy   all  of  a 
perfectly  innocent  character. 
•Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  What  I  said 
was  that  in  the  course  of  the  agitation 
conducted  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  aiid 
his  friends  a  practice  had  grown  up  6f 
throwing  bombs,  or,  as  he  is  pleased  to 
describe   them,   squibe;    some  of  them 
of  a  character,   according    to   the  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  confession,  -capable  of 
seriously  injuring  houses,  and  therefore 
presumably    capable     of    injuring   any 
person  in  them.     I  have  looked  at  some 
of    these    interesting     implements    for 
securing  the  freedom  of  Ireland,  and  the 
roost  innocent  of  them  can   hardly  be 
described  as  a  squib.     Any  Member  of 
this  House — ^for  instance,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby,  who 
should  find  himself  in  the  position  of 
having  one  of  these  interesting  instni- 
ments  thrown  across  his  path  by  boys, 
if  boys  they  were — would    think,  that 
they  wero  exceeding  the  licence  'usually 
allowed  to  boys  in  England  or  Scotland. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I^  any  one  been 
hurt? 
•Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  So  far  as  I 
know,  nobody  has  been  hurt.  If  the 
criterion  of  innocence  in  method  be  the 
absence  of  fatal  results,  I  can  point 
with  satisfaction  to  the  fact  that  in  the 
transactions  of  Sunday  and  Tuesday  last 
no  one  was  seriously  hurt,  and  claim, 
on  the  hon.  Member's-  own  sho'wing, 
that  the  action  of  the  police  is  not 
open  to  serious  adverse  criticism.  Bat 
let  me  tell  the  Honse  what  these  so- 
called  squibs  are.  The  most  innocent 
of  them  were  those  thrown  at  the  police 
on  Sunday  week  last,  and  against  which, 
so  far  as  I  know,  no  public  remonstrance 
was  offered  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  or 
his  friends. 

Mr.  DILLON :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
makes  a  direct  chai^  against  me.  I 
had  been  driven  off  the  square  hy  a 
police  charge,  and  I  oonld  not  open  my 
mouth.  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  how 
could  I  remonstrate  in  these  circnm- 
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stances  t  When' I  c^ered  to  keap  the 
peaee  they  Tronld  not  allow  xoo  to 
do  so. 

•JIb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  declared  he  has  great 
influence  with '  the  people,  and  is  pre- 
pM«d  to  tell  them  what  to  do.  These 
hombs  were  not  thrown  for  the  first  time 
aa  Monday  week,  bbt  three  or  fonr 
months    ago,    and    I    have    heard    no 

protest 

Mr.  DILLON  rose. 

•Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  Mem. 
her  will  pardon  me.  He  has  already  inter- 
mpted  me  a  good  deal.  I  say  these 
bombs  were  not  thrown  for  the  first  time 
on  Monday  week.  Upon  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  sho'n'ing,  some  of  them, 
and  the  most  dangerons,  were  thrown 
tosny  weeks,  and  some  of  them  many 
months  ago.  Has  any  word  of  public 
remonstrance  oome  at  any  period  from 
any  of  the  Irish  Members  as  to  the  use 
of  these  weapons  in  Tipperary?  The 
Most  innocent  of  them,  those,  namely, 
which  were  used  on  Monday  week, 
ted  which  were  then  thrown  in  the 
direction  of  the  police,  were  composed 
of  two  or  three  inches  of  lead  pipe 
fastened  up  at  one  end, '  filled  with 
powder,  and  pinned  at  the  other  end. 
I  do  not  say  that  these  weapons  would 
necessarily  prore  of  a  very  destructive 
eharaoter,  but  I  still  think  that  very  few 
Members  of  this  House  would  regard 
with  equanimity  that  the  streets  through 
which  they  had  to  pass  were  strewed 
with  them.  [Griea  of  "Oh,  oh  I" 
"Strewed."]  Hon.  Members  do  not  do 
me  the  honour  to  listen  to  what  I  say. 
I  did  not  say  ■  Tipperary  streets  were 
strewed  with  suchthinjzsj  but  if  these 
are  innocent  things  why  should  the 
streets  not  be  strewed  with  them  ?  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  hon.  Members 
wonld  take  a  very  difEerent  estimate  of 
the  character  of  these  bombs  were  they 
the  persons  against  whom  the  instru- 
ments were  directed.  But  much  more 
formidable  weapons  than  these  lead 
pipes  have  been  used.  I  have  seen 
another  of  these  implements  was  the 
sxle  box  of  a  cart  wheel  with  the  two 
ends  closed  by  thick  iron  plateii  and 
screwed  together  with  a  long  rivet. 
This  was  filled  with  powder,  and  a  fuse 
was  placed  in  it.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
tells  ns  that  thk  was  done  with  t^e 
objeet  d  injuring  buildings,  and  not  in> 


dividnals.  Was  ever  suoh  «n  extraos* 
dinary  excuse  made  for  a  diaboUoal 
outrage  H  This  was  placed  at  the  rent 
ofBce  window  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  South  Hunts,  and  another 
instrument  of  a  similar  construction  >was 
put  near  to  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Fit^erald, 
who  had  purchased  the  interest  of  hia 
holding  at  a  Sheriffs  sab.  The  hon. 
Member  admits  that  transactions  of-  this 
kind  have  several  times  occurred,  and 
yet  he  comes  down  here  as  a  champion  of 
the  cause  of  law  and  order  without 
having  used  the  g^reat  influence  which 
he  possesses  in  Tipperary  to  prevent 
these  tilings  from  being  used. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  did ;  I  spoke  strongly 
against  them. 
•Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Then  as  to 
shadowing.  I  do  not  think  the  practice 
of  shadowing  persons  suspected  of  ill^^i 
proceedings  can  be  an  agreeable  one,  at 
npon  which  we  in  this  House  can  look 
with  any  satis&iction ;  but  which  are 
we  to  prefer — shadowed  criminals  or 
committed  crimes?  There  is  no  one 
who  can  point  out  any  individual  who 
has  been  subjected  to  this  system  of 
shadowing  who  is  not  concerned  in.  the 
criminal  ofience  of  boycotting. 

The  Eabl  or  CAVAN  (Somerset,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  say  that  a  deputation  that  I  sent 
over,  consisting  of  three  men  who  were 
perfectly  innocent  of  boycotting,  were 
shadowed  aU  the  time  they  were  in 
Ireland. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne)  :  I  was  never  charged  with  boy- 
cotting, and  yet  1  was  shadowed  all  the 
time  I  was  in  Ireland. 
•Mb.  H.  J.  WII^SON  (York,  W.R., 
Holmfirth) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
cannot  say  that  about  me,  because  he 
has  admitted  in  this  House  that  I  was 
followed  about. 

•Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
that  I  have  misrepresented  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite.  The  hon.  Mem> 
ber  for  East  Mayo  drew  a  perfectiy 
legitimate  distinction  between  that 
observation  by  the  police,  which  he. 
traly  says  has  long  been  found  necessary 
in  Ireland —  ' 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  do  not  say  anything 
of  the  kind. 
•Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  And  the,  sysr 
tern  of  shadowing  of  which  he  'Com- 
plained. Hon.  Gentlemen  who  have 
interrupted  me  may  have  in  some  sense 
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been  under  police  observation,  but  they 
were  not  shadowed  in  the  sense  of  which 
the  hon.  Member  complains. 
Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  was. 
•Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  psople 
who  are  shadowed  in  this  way  are  those 
who  make  themselves  responsible  for 
cattle  boycotting  at  fairs  and  other  tran- 
sactions of  a  similar  character.  I  do  not 
believe  the  hon.  Member  for  Camborne 
(Mr.  Conybcare)  would  be  of  tho  least 
nse  as  an  agent  for  cattle  boycotting, 
and  I  am  sure,  therefore,  that  the 
police  would  not  take  the  slightest 
notice  of  him.  Now,  I  shoald  like 
the  House  to  consider  who  are  on 
their  trial  in  this  Debate.  [Oppodtion 
cheers,  and  cries  of  "  You  are."]  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
and  hon.  Members  behind  him,  who  so 
vociferously  cheered  my  question,  are 
clearly  of  opinion  that  Her  Majesty's 
Grovernment  are  on  their  triaL  I  do  not 
take  that  view.  In  my  opinion,  when 
the  responsible  Government  of  the  day 
has  proclaimed  a  meeting,  it  may  and 
ought  to  be  asked  on  what  grounds 
they  did  so ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  any 
man,  be  he  who  he  may,  knowing  the 
results  that  mast  follow  from  his  action, 
is  justified  in  doing  at  Tipperary  and 
at  Cashel  what  the  hon.  Member  for  Blast 
Mayo  and  hia  friends  have  done.  If 
there  has  been  any  violence  consequent 
upon  their  operations,  they  are  to  blame, 
and  not  the  Government.  It  is 
impossible  to  disperse  a  crowd 
without  some  degree  of  violence; 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
degree  of  violence  used  at  Tipperary  and 
Cashel  was  excessive.  Though  we  have 
heard  vague  statements  about  injuries  re- 
ceived by  this  man  and  that  man  in  the 
crowd,  and  while  the  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber of  wounded  persons  has  been  put  at  43, 
I  cannot  discover  that  any  serious  injury 
has  been  inflicted  by  the  police  upon 
any  human  being,  except,  perhaps,  in 
the  case  of  the  boy  HefEeman.  I 
believe  the  most  serious  injuries  that 
have  occurred  during  these  troubled 
months  in  Tipperary  have  been  injuries 
infiicted,  not  by  the  police  on  the  people 
but  by  the  people  on  the  police.  I 
have  seen  it  stated  in  an  article  in  the 
Speaker,  written  by  some  felicitous 
imitator  of  the  style  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  North-East  Cork  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien), 
that  no  police  were  injured.  [An  hon. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


Mehbeb  :  He  signed  the  article.]  Did  he  % 
Well,  if  he  did  make  that  statement  he 
made  it  under  grave  misapprehension, 
because  I  am  informed  that  two  policemen 
have  been  so  seriously  injured  that  they 
have  had  to  leave  the  Force,  and  have 
received  as  compensation  £300  and  X500 
respectively,  awarded  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
["  i'hey  were  bogus  cases."]  The  oases 
came  before  the  Grand  Jury.  ["  When !  "\ 
Since  these  transactions  occurred.  I 
believe  that  no  injuries  were  inflicted 
upon  any  one  cf  the  people  comparable 
with  those  injuries,  and  I  think 
that  there  is  no  evidence  that  those 
inflicted  in  the  case  of  last  Sunday 
week  and  Tuesday  week  were  in  any 
way  of  a  serious  character.  Now  I  come 
to  what  I  think  a  more  important  ques- 
tion than  the  action  of  the  police ;  I  come 
to  the  action  of  the  Government.  Was 
the  Government  justified,  or  was  it  noty 
in  the  course  which  it  took  in  proclaiming 
this  meeting }  The  hon.  Member 'for  East 
Mayo  is  under  a  grave  misapprehension 
as  to  the  law  under  which  we  act  in  Ire- 
laud.  The  law  under  which  our  action 
is  taken  is  precisely  the  same  as  the  law 
in  England,  and  under  that  law,  as  I 
fully  admit,  a  meeting  is  not  ren- 
dered Illegal  by  the  proclamation  of  the 
Government.  It  was  rendered  illegal 
under  the  Coercion  Act  of  1882,  but, 
under  the  Crimes  Act  now  in  operation^ 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Government 
to  make  a  meeting  illegal  by  its  mere 
fiat ;  but  what  the  Government  can  do  by 
its  fiat  is  to  throw  grave  responsibiUty 
upon  those  who,  in  the  face  of  such  a 
proclamation,  persist  in  holding  a 
meeting.  A  meeting  ia  rendered  ill^;al 
by  the  circumstances  which  surround 
it.  If  it  is  likely  to  lead  to  intimidar 
tion  or  boycotting,  outrage,  or  crime  of 
any  sort,  the  meeting  is,  ipso  facto,  an 
illegal  meeting.  Does  the  hon.  Member, 
or  do  any  of  his  friends,  deny  that  the 
meeting  which  he  and  his  friends 
attempted  or  desired  to  hold  last  Sunday 
week  was  not  an  illegal  meeting  under 
the  definition  which  I  have  given? 
Some  parallel  has  been  attempted  to 
be  drawn  between  the  meeting  which 
was  proclaimed  and  the  meeting  which 
was  permitted  a  month  or  two  before.  I 
admit  that,  in  the  then  circumstances  at 
Tipperary,  it  may  be  doubtful,  and  it 
was  doubtful,  whether  we  should  have 
allowed  even  the  banquet  of  April  10 
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to  take  place;   but,  on  the  whole,  we 
decided  that,  taking  into  account  the 
drcnmstances  of  the  case,  it  was  per- 
missible.    Bat  those  circumstances  were 
perfectly    different    from    the    circum- 
stances of    Sunday    week.      The    pro- 
gramme of  the  meeting  in  the  Case  of 
the  banquet  was  made  public,  and  the 
managers     were     approached     by     the 
authorities    and   told  that  if  the   pro- 
gramme  was  not  departed  from   they 
might  hold  the  meeting.     There   is  an 
account  of  the  order  of  proceedings  in 
the  Freeman's    Journal  of    April    10, 
stating  that  the  hon.  Members  would 
arriTB  in  such  and  such  a  way,  and  there 
would  be  a  luncheon,  a  dinner,  the  read- 
ing of  some   original  poetry  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dublin,  and  so  on — the  usual 
thing.    There   was  nothing   serious  in 
the   programme.      I  have   been  asked 
whether  the  fact  that  English  Members 
were  to  be  present  had  any  influence 
upon  me.     It  had  great  influence  upon 
me :  I  do  not  in  the  least  degree  deny  it. 
I  know  that  hon.  Qentlemeu  below  the 
Gangway  are  on  their  best  behaviour  be- 
fore English  Members ;  I  know  that  they 
would    be    reluctant    to     make     those 
speeches,  which  I  am  justified  in  calling 
criminal  speeches,  which  they  have  too 
often  made  in  Ireland — speeches  which 
produce  the  consequences  in  Tipperary 
and   elsewhere    which    we     so     much 
depbre.     We  know,  also,  what  kind  of 
things  thesa  public  banquets  are.     One 
gentleman   gets   up    and    congratulates 
another  upon  all  the  great  things  he  has 
done,  and  the  other  gentleman  then  gets 
np  and  returns  all  the  compliments  with 
interest.      I    have  taken  part  in  these 
things  myself.    They  are  all  the  same ; 
a  great  deal  of  champagne  is  drunk,  and 
a  great  many  speeches — some  bad  some 
good — are   made    without    any   serious 
consequences  occurring  to  any  one.  Now, 
compare     that      with      the      meeting 
annonnced  to  be    held  the  other  day. 
The  time  chosen  was  a  period  when  the 
tenants  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Hunts    (Mr.     Smith -Barry)     had    to 
redeem      or      lose      their      right      to 
redeem.     It  was  known  perfectly  well 
that  they    desired    to    redeem ;  it  was 
regarded    as    essential    to    the  Nation- 
alist cause  that  they  should  not  redeem  ; 
it  was  thought  that  the  patriotism  with 
which    they    had    been    credited     for 
nakiiig  sacrifices  to  the  National  cause 


would  be  the  better  for  receiving  a  jog  in 
the  shape  of  a  great  demonstration  held 
among  them,  presided  over  by  the  two 
Members  of  this  House  who,  more  than 
any  others,  are  responsible  for  the  Plan 
of  Campaign  and  boycotting.  Was  that 
to  be  tolerated  by  any  responsible- 
Government  J  Those  who  say  that  it 
was  must,  I  think,  be  in  ignorance  of 
the  state  to  which  the  policy  of  hon. 
Members  has  reduced  Tipperary  since- 
September  last.  Since  that  time 
Tipperary  has  been  given  up  to  a  mob, 
who  were  the  instruments  for  carrying 
out  the  policy  of  intimidation  to  whiclv 
too  many  of  these  unfortunate  shop- 
keepers have  had  to  succumb.  Boy- 
cotting was  rife  throughout  the  town  ;• 
crime  of  all  sorts  had  largely  increased. 
On  this  point  I  have  been  challenged  by 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  in  the  course 
of  his  speech.  Before  the  recess,  I  gave 
the  figures  for  the  last  four  months  of 
last  year,  as  compared  with  the  figures 
of  the  last  four  months  of  the  two  pre- 
ceding years.  The  House  will  recollect 
that  in  1887  the  total  of  crimes  of 
drunkenness  and  assault  and  other' 
crimes  aiEeoting  the  public  peace  amounted' 
to  143.  In  1888  the  number  wa* 
162,  while  in  1889  it  lose  to  269,  so  that 
in  the  two  years  preceding  last  year  the 
total  of  the  four  months  but  little  exceeded 
the  number  for  the  corresponding  four 
months  of  one  year  under  the  regime  of 
hon.  Members  opposite.  I  was  challenged 
whether  I  would  continue  these  figures. 
I  said  I  would  make  inquiry.  I  have 
made  inquiry,  and  I  find  that  during  the 
first  four  months  of  1888  the  figures 
were  118.  In  the  first  four  months  of 
1889  they  were  110,  while  in  the  first 
four  months  of  1890  they  rose  to  258, 
So  that  there  has  been,  as  I  have  said, 
a  startling  increase  of  crime. 
Mb.  DILLON :  What  class  of  crime  f 
•Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Drunkenness, 
assaults,  and  other  crimes  affecting  the 
public  peace — showing  that  concurrently 
with  this  attempt  at  mob  rule,  this  system 
of  boycotting  and  intimidation,  these  out- 
rages with  explosives,  we  have  a  general 
increase  of  other  crimes  connected  with 
the  public  peace.  That  is  a  matter 
which  should  be  carefully  considered  by 
hou.  Cbntlemen  when  they  consider  the 
action  of  the  Government.  They  must 
remember  that  the  houses  of  those  per- 
sons   who    attempted  to  redeem  were 
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wracked  by-  the  mob.  I  stated  be£ora 
that  «  Member  of  this  Hoose  had 
boasted  that  these  tilings  had  oocarred. 
I  believe  he  oontroverts  the  ft^^-^e 
has  stated'  in  the  Freeman'*  Journal 
that  he.  noTor  made  anj'  speech  of 
the  kind.  What  he  did,,  or  what  he, 
was  reported  to  ht^e  done  ifi  a  news- 
paper  the  editor  of  which  is,  I  understand, 
a  personal  friend  of  his,  was  to  give  to  the 
reporter  of  the  newspaper  the  aooonnt 
whidi  I  quoted  aconrately.  In  addition 
to  the  wrecking-  of  hoiues  we  have  had 
the  destroction  of  goods  sold  by  a  hoj- 
ootted  shopkeeper.  If  a  boycotted  ^op- 
keeper  is  fortunate  enon^  to  find  a 
customer  the  customer  has  to  send 
the  goods  baek  or  have  them  de- 
stroyed by  being  publidy  burnt.  We 
have  had  riots  and  assaults,  and  only 
the  other  day  the  family  of  a  Pro- 
testant minister  who  had  lived  in 
Tipperary  in  peace  with  his  neigh- 
bours for  many  years  was  attacked  by 
some  ruffians  whom,  unfortunately,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  identify.  These 
are  the  methods  by  which  the  people  of 
Tipperaiy  are  "  brought  into  line." 
These  are  the  methods  by  which  they 
are  induced  to  present  a  united  &ont  to 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
Hunts.  If  anybody  desires  to  know 
what  the  methods  of  Irish  agitation  are, 
let  them  go  to  Tipperary — ^Opposition 
cheen,  and  an  Ibish  Mkmbsb  :  Let  them 
go,  and  welcome]: — and  study,  as  they 
easily  ■iaa,-j-^\Oppontion  cheers,  and  a 
Voice  :  It  is  above  board.] 

•Me.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

•Ms.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  And  study 
the.  action  which,  under  inspiration  from 
hon.  Gentlemen,  has  made  that  town  a 
disgrace  to  civilisation  in  order  to  carry 
out  political  objects  or  satisfy  the  personal 
ambition  of  some  gentlemen  who  regard 
themselves  as  leaders  oftheir  people.  A 
quarrel  has  been  picked  with  a  man  who, 
by  the  admission  of  his  own  tenants,  is 
one  of  the  best  landlords  in  Ireland,  and 
the  result  of  that  quarrel  is  that  demoral- 
isation has  spread  over  the  whole  com- 
munity. Desolation  will  undoubtedly 
follow  the  crime.  I  do  not  think  that 
haa.  Gentlemen  will  succeed  in'  raining 
tiie  hon.  Member  for  South  Hunts,  but 
I  think  it  is  more  than  possible  they  .will 
succeed-in  raining  Tippsrary.  [An  hon. 
MmiBEK :  C!ome  and  try  it.]  It  is  because 
tTB  have  these  facts  in  view,  because  we 
J/r.  A.  J.  Balfour 


have  surveyed  the  whole  :oourae  -lA  thtS 
controversy,  because  we  obeervfr  that 
intimidation  dog^  the  heels  oS.  the  agita- 
tors of'  the  Irish  Party,  that  we  t^on^it 
that,  when  they  went  down  to  Tipperary 
and  declared  their  intention  of  hoUing  a 
demonstration  at  this  critical  period,  we 
should  be  cowards,  and  utterly  unworthy 
of  carrying  out  the  duties  with  which  we 
are  entrusted  if  we  had  refrained  from 
proclaiming  it,  and  from  effectnally  pre- 
venting it  being,  held. 

(6.51.)  Me.  W.E.  GLADSTONE 
(Edinburgh,  Mid  Lothiaa) :  I  have  no 
doubt  that  this  Debate  will  proceed  to 
some  considerable  length  from  the  gravs 
nature  of  the  matters  whichhave  been  laid 
before  the  House ;  but  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  asking  to  intervene  at  this  time, 
because  I  think  we  have  reached  ground 
that  is  perfectly  clear  and  definite.  We 
have  heard  the  able  statement  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon).  I 
have  no  doubt  the  case  he  stated  will  be 
supported  by  his  friends  who  were  eyet 
witnesses,  but  I  assume  that  the  sub- 
stantial matters  in  the  case  have  been 
produced  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member.  In  that  speech,  I  observed,- 
he  commenced  by  taking  objection 
in  mild  terms  to  the  Proclamation  issued 
by  the  Government  against  certain 
meetings  in  Ireland ;  but  everyone  who 
beard  him  niust  have  seen  that  his 
charge  on  that  ground  was  per- 
fectly secondary.  It  was  not  upon  that 
that  he  made  his  principal  appeal 
either  to  the  understanding  or  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House.  But  we  are  in  this 
predicament,  that  while  the  right  hon., 
(Jentieman  the  Chief  Secretary  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  has  made  a  careful,  de- 
tailed, argumentative  reply  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  the  impeachment 
of  their  conduct  as  to  the  issuing  of  the 
Proclamation,  to  the  more  grave  and 
serious  portions  of  the  chaises  on  whieh 
the  hon.  Member  laid  stress,  as  the  gist 
and  bulk  of  his  complaint,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  referred  at  all.  I 
have  no  doubt  the- right  hon.  Gentleman 
thinks  he  has  made  a  reply,  and  I  do  not 
consider  that  the  assertion  I  make  ia  to 
be  accepted  without  proof.  I  think  it  is 
very  easy  to  show  by  reference  to  the 
particulars  that  the  proof  will  be  forth- 
coming. I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the 
House  at  any  length,  and  I  will  mention 
at  once  the  course  I  should  recommend 
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to  tiael  hen-  Member  and  bis  friends  to 
pursne.  In  my  opinion,  the  allegations 
made  hy  the  hen.  Member  are  of  th6 
gravest  nature.  The  Government  no 
donbt  dispnte  those  allegations  and  think 
ihej  have  met  them.  In  my  opinion, 
they  have  not  been  met  at  all.  The 
matters  are  of  such  gravity  that,  in  my 
opinion,  we  cannot  leave  them  suspended 
in  the  air  between  the  strong,  broad, 
nnmerons,  pointed,  and  definite  state* 
ments  of  the  hon.  Member,  and  the 
vagne,  thin,  irrelevant,  general,  in- 
tangible statements  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  It  appears  to  me  that 
we  cannot  allow  this  subject  to  pass  by 
with  the  charge  and  the  reply.  It 
deserves,  it  requires,  and  it  ought  to 
oommand  a  public  inquiry.  Hon; 
Gentlemen  are  quite  competent  to  judge 
of  their  own  course,  but  that  is  the 
coarse  I  should  recommend  and  suggest 
to  them.  If  they  make  such  a  proposal 
it  shall  have  my  support,  and  I  believe 
it  will  receive  the  support  of  a)l  those 
with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  act. 
Three  questions  were  put  to  the  Chief 
Secretary,  of  which  he  has  taken  no 
notice  whatever  The  first  of  them  was 
this :  the  hon.  Member  alleged  that  the 
meeting  was  dispersed  with  no  sort  of 
notice.  Is  it  right  that  public  meetings' 
should  be  attacked  with  no  sort  of  notice 
and  with  no  warning  to  the  people  ?  Is 
that  the  value  we  set  on  the  right  of 
paUio  meeting?  I  say  that  no  meeting 
cosld  be  dispersed  in  England  without 
notice  given. 

•Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  said  that  the 
meeting  was  proclaimed  by  a  notice  pat 
npon  the  Saturday.  Everybody  knew 
of  the  notice. 

Ms.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  :  That  is  not 
it  I  do  not  mean  that ;  I  mean  notice 
at  the  time  the  meeting  was  dispersed, 
llie  position  I  lay  down  is  that  it  is 
not  right,  I  believe  it  is  not  legal,  I  am 
certain  it  is  not  customary,  I  am 
confident  also  it  is  fatal  to  public  liberty, 
if  public  assemblies  not  engaged  in  acts 
that  involve  violence  and  breach  of  the 
peace  are  to  be  dispersed  by  the  use  of 
violent  means,  without  previous  notice  to 
them  that  they  ought  to  disperse  and 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  agents  of 
the  law  to  disperse  them.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  made  no  statement  what- 
ever on  that  point  showing  whether 
notioe    was    given.     Ho   said   nothing 


which  would  lead  us  to  believe  that 
notice  was  to  be  given,  or  to  allow 
us  to  assume  that  in  future  notice 
will  be  given.  The  second  question 
was  whether  it  was  right  that  parties  of 
police  should  charge  with  their  batons 
npon  small  and  peaceable  groups  of 
persons — upon  groups  such  as  that  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  himself  stood, 
upon  groups  of  women  and  children.  As 
to  the  group  in  which  he  stood,  the  hon. 
Member  made  a  clear,  striking,  significant 
and  definite  statement ;  and  what  was 
the  answer  of  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  ? 
I  accept  his  statement  that  he  had  no 
intention  of  giving  the  lie  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo.  He  made  this  vague 
and  general  answer.  First  of  all  he  tned 
to  trap  him  into  a  statement  which  he 
had  not  made,  and  then  he  said  he  did 
not  believe  there,  was  on  that  occasion 
any  batoning  at  all,  except  in  answer  to 
the  stone-throwing  at  the  police.  Where 
were  those  stones  thrown  at  the 
police  if  not  from  the  group  of 
which  the  hon.  Member  formed  a  part  t 
Were  there  any  stones  thrown  at  the 
time  of  the  charges  and  the  batoning  ? 
Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ventured 
npon  a  single  definite  allegation  1  No. 
It  is  a  general  presumption  that  he  en- 
tertains, and  he  apparently  believes  it  to 
to  be  his  duty  to  have  absolute  faith  in 
his  agents  in  Ireland,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
see  that  they  are  endeavouring  to  copy 
the  spirit  of  many  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemftin's  own  speeches.  No  answer  has 
been  given  to  this  definite  statement  of 
an  hon.  Member's  personal  experience. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  he 
does  not  believe,  and,  so  far  as  he  is  in- 
formed, he  does  not  know,  that  there 
was  any  charge  by  batons  by  the  police 
except  when  stones  were  thrown. 
•Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  When  the  hon. 
Member  accused  me  of  having  given  him 
the  lie,  what  I  did  was  to  contradict  him 
precisely  and  categorically. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  Now  we 
will  see  how  the  matter  stands.  We 
most  endeavour  to  draw  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  out  of  the  darkness.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Mayo  says  that  he  was 
standing  iu  a  group  of  six  or  seven  per- 
sons, with,  I  think,  five  Parliamentary 
Colleagues  and  a  priest,  when  an  order 
was  given  to  the  police  first  to  draw  their 
batons  and  then  to  charge  the  group. 
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That  statement  the  right  hoa.  Qentle- 
cnan  says  he  categorically  denies. 

•Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes. 
Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  Then  we 
mast  go  to  a  Committee  to  see  what  is 
the  truth.  I  do  not  want  to  fasten  upon 
the  right  hen.  Gentleman  more  than  he 
is  responsible  for,  but  1  now  understand 
bim  to  say  that  from  some  hallucination 
or  other,  the  very  precise  statement  of 
facts  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo 
18  not  true,  that  the  hon.  Member  was 
not  the  object  of  an  attack  by  the  police, 
who  were  first  ordered  to  draw  their 
liatons  and  then  to  charge  the  group 
of  six  or  'seven  persons.  That  is  cate- 
gorically denied  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

•Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  What  is  cate- 
gorically denied  is  that  the  charge  in 
question  was  made  by  the  police  upon 
the  hon.  Member. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  :  I  must  say 
that  the  interpretation  that  I  put  npon 
the  very  clear  statement  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  was  this,  that  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  intention — ^I  do 
not  say  ferocious  intention,  but  certainly 
violent  and  an  intemperate  intention — 
of  the  person  who  gave  the  order,  there 
was  humanity  and  compunction  on  the 
part  of  the  police — that,  in  fiwjt,  the 
police  did  not  give  full  efEect  to  their 
orders  and  did  not  charge. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  They  did  charge,  and 
passed  clean  through  us,  with  batons 
drawn ;  but  the  humanity  of  the  police 
was  greater  than  that  of  their  officers  ; 
tor,  when  they  came  abreast  of  as,  they 
"broke  rank  and  passed  us  without 
batoning  us,  and  re-formed  on  the  other 
side.  While  the  police  were  charging, 
their  officers  kept  shouting,  "  Close  your 
ranks  and  drive  them  before  you." 

Mk.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  Upon  a 
matter  affecting  his  personal  experience 
as  to  what  came  within  his  own  view 
and  almost  within  his  arm's  length,  an 
hon.  Member  receives  a  categorical 
denial  Is  it  possible,  in  these  circum- 
stances, to  refuse  a  Parliamentary 
inquiry  ?  Nor  was  that  the  only  case 
of  batoning  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
Member.  The  hon.  Member  gave  in 
carefal  detail  no  fewer  than  foar 
instances  in  which  batons  were  drawn 
And  charges  were  made.  And  then, 
n\ioa  these  facts,  the  hon.  Member  raised 
three  general  questions  which  have  not 
Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone 


received  an  answer.  The  first  question 
was,  Are  meetings  to  be  dispersed  by 
violence  without  any  notice  or  invitatioa 
to  the  people  to  disperse  t  The  second 
question  is,  Is  it  right  that  the  police 
should  be  ordered  to  draw  their  batons 
and  to  charge  groups  of  six  or  seven 
individuals  engaged  in  no  communica- 
tion with  others,  or  in  anything  that 
bears  the  semblance  of  an  illegal  act — 
groups  incapable  of  violence,  and  con- 
sisting in  some  instances  almost  entirely 
of  women  and  children  ?  And  there  is 
the  third  question,  la  it  right,  when  a 
charge  has  been  made,  and  when  the 
people  are  running  and  are  overtaken 
in  escaping  from  the  meeting,  that  they 
should  be  knocked  down  by  the  police  and 
vindictively  punished  1  To  none  of  these 
questions  has  an  answer  been  given. 
The  third  question  is  as  important  as  the 
others,  but  I  cannot  overrate  the  import- 
ance of  every  one  of  them.  I  cannot 
conceive  what  is  a  case  for  inquiry  if 
this  is  not.  What  says  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ?  He  says  that  we  ought 
not  to  take  any  notice  of  this  case, 
because  no  one  has  been  serioosly 
injured.  Sir,  I  say  that  the  liberties  oE 
this  country  are  to  be  vindicated  when 
the  exercise  of  those  liberties  is  inter- 
fered with,  even  if  you  cannot  prove 
that  serious  injury  has  taken  place. 
But,  what  is  meant  by  serious  injury  t 
I  say  that  heads  broken  by  the  batons  of 
the  police  are  very  serious  a&ii^  It  is 
idle  to  talk  of  maintaining  law  and 
order  if  yon  make  light  of  such  matters. 
The  wholer  tendency  of  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  any  of  the 
points  on  which  any  reply  has  been  made 
has  been  to  exhibit  the  Government  of 
the  Queen  and  the  agents  of  the  Queen 
in  Ireland  as  the  principal  upholders  of 
law  and  order.  Is  it  possible  to  conceive 
a  graver  issue  for  inquiry  1  The  Chief 
Secretary  says  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mayo  is  upon  his  trial.  I  agree  with 
him.  Unquestionably  that  is  so.  If 
the  hon.  Member  has  deceived  the  House 
apon  a  statement  of  fact,  the  character 
and  honoor  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
always  maintained  intact,  and  which  he 
values,  I  apprehend,  as  much  as  any 
Member  of  this  House,  would  grievously 
suffer.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite says  that  he  thinks  that  th^  prin- 
cipal injuries  have  been  those  inflicted 
upon  the  police.  How  does  he  show  that  t 
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He  shows  it  by  stating  that  two  police- 
men  hare  been  obliged  to  leave  the  force, 
and  hare  received  compensation  from 
the  Grand  Juries  of  £300  and  £500.  But 
when  were  those  injuries  inflicted  t  We 
are  speaking  now  of  the  treatment  of  the 
people  at  Tipperary  and  Cashel  a  fort- 
night ago,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  that  these  policemen  retired  at  some 
period,  which  he  thinks  was  last  Septem- 
ber. What  has  that  to  do  with  the  pro- 
ceedings at  Tipperary  and  Cashel  a  fort- 
night ago  t  I  most  say  that  I  do  not 
pretend  to  enter  upon  the  question  on 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  based 
the  principal  part  of  his  speech — whether 
the  proclnmation  issued  by  the  Irish 
(Joremment  deserves  the  approval  or  the 
censure  of  the  House.  That  is  a  large 
and  difBcult  question.  If  Ireland  were 
being  governed  under  laws  breathing 
the  spirit  of  freedom  I  should  have  no 
difBcalty  in  condemning  that  proclama- 
tion. Bat  when  I  consider  what  is  the 
spirit  of  the  Coercion  Act  of  1887  I  feel 
that  the  (jk>vemment  are  justified  in 
drawing  from  such  an  Act  rather  lai^e 
conclusions.  Until  I  have  more  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  I  will  not  under- 
take to  say  whether  the  Government,  in 
issuing  the  proclamation,  have  acted 
beyond  the  spirit  of  the  Coercion 
Act,  or  merely  in  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  that  Act.  As  I  have 
said,  this  is  the  main  question  before  the 
House.  An  accusation  has  been  made 
upon  one  set  of  questions,  and  a  defence 
has  been  made  upon  another  set  of  ques- 
tions. I  do  not  say  that  we  are  to 
draw  irrevocable  conclusions  from  these 
matters.  I  think  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ought  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  producing  witnesses.  My  position  is 
this.  This  is  a  case  in  which  the 
strongest  and  the  most  imperative 
grounds  have  been  made  out  for  an 
inquiry.  And  now  let  me  say  one  word 
about  the  system  of  espionage  known  as 
"  shadowing."  We  have,  first  of  all,  the 
assertion,  which  is,  at  any  rate,  tacitly 
admitted  even  in  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  a  certain  system 
of  espionage,  conducted  with  a  certain 
amount  of  consideration  and  regard  to 
decency,  has  long  been  in  force  in  Ireland. 
But  that  is  not  the  invention  of  the 
present  Government.  A  new  system 
has  been  introduced  under  the  name  of 
"shadowing."    Under  that    system    of 


espionage  a  gentleman  walking  peace- 
ably in  the  street  has  a  policeman  in 
plain  clothes  placed  beside  him,  shoulder 
to  shoulder. 

Mb.  DILLON :  In  uniform. 

Mb.  W.  B.  GLADSTONE  :  I  meant  in 
uniform,  for  that  is  a  very  large  part  of 
the  charge.  The  policeman  marches 
along  with  the  gentleman  wherever  he 
goes,  and  whoever  he  accosts  that  police- 
man is  the  confidant  of  his  conversation 
— conversation  that  the  policeman  has  to 
report  to  a  Resident  Magistrate,  under 
whose  orders  he  is  performing  executive 
duties,  and  if  a  prosecution  arises  it  is 
likely  that  the  Resident  Magistrate  will 
hear  the  case.  I  must  say  on  this  state 
of  things  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  im- 
possible to  conceive  a  system  of  more 
outrageous  tyranny  combined  with  Con- 
stitutional freedom.  I  appeal  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  whether  there  is 
one  of  them  who  would  endure  it.  Is 
there  any  man  in  this  House— even  the 
feeblest — who  would  not  nae  such 
means  as  Nature  has  given  him  to  put 
an  end  to  such  abominable  outrages, 
which  are  all  the  worse  because  they  are 
inflicted  in  the  name  of  law  ?  What  was 
the  answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman? 
He  asked.  Which  is  the  greater  evil — to 
watch  a  criminal  or  to  allow  the  com- 
mission of  crime  ?  Observe,  that  because 
some  police  officer  suspects  that  some- 
body may  have  an  intention  of  com- 
mitting one  of  those  offences  which  have 
been  made  crime  by  your  legislation,  on 
that  account  he  is  to  be  watched  as  a 
criminal  and  to  be  described  as  a  criminal 
in  this  House.  The  priest  of  the  parish 
is  one  of  the  gentlemen  thus  shadowed 
— he  is  accompanied  by  the  police 
shoulder  to  shoulder  along  the  footpath. 
There  are  not  words  strong  enough  to 
describe  such  abominations.  Is  there  a 
single  man  sitting  on  the  Benches  behind 
the  Chief  Secretary  who  will  get  up 
and  defend  this  new-fangled  system 
of  shadowing — an  invention  of  the 
present  Government  and  a  symbol 
of  firm  government  in  Ireland  7 
I  think  too  well  of  them  to  believe  they 
will  take  upon  themselves  the  responsi- 
bility of  such  a  defence.  Knowing  these 
things  as  we  now  know  them,  if  the 
hon.  Members  for  Cork  and  Mayo  and 
the  other  Representatives  of  Ireland 
make  n  demand  for  inquiry,  I  ca  not  for 
a  moment  believe  the  first  Lord  of  tho 
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l^easnrj  will  refiise  a  serioos  and 
responsible  inqairy  by  a  Committee  of 
tbis  House  into  the  allegations  of  the 
Morer  of  the  Motion  and  the  defence 
made  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
'  (7.18.)  Mk,  W.  O'BRIEN  (Cork  Co., 
IT.E.) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
made  an  nnanswerable  reply  to  th^ 
speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and 
because  it  is  unanswerable  it  remains  un- 
answered from  the  Treasury  Bench. 
We  on  these  Benches  most  cordially  re- 
echo that  reply.  If  the  Chief  Secretary 
has  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  if  he 
believes  the  horrid  imputations  he  has 
thrown  upon  the  people  of  Tipperary, 
now  is  his  chance.  He  asked  English- 
men to  go  to  Tipperary  if  they  wanted 
to  study  the  methods  of  the  Irish 
Government.  We  say  yes.  We  ask  him 
to  send,  not  a  stranger,  not  an  individual, 
but  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House  to 
Tipperary.  The  Chief  Secretary  says  he 
has  received  accounts  of  these  transac- 
tions fundamentallj  different  from  those 
of  the  Irish  Members.  The  issue  is 
whether  it  is  the  officials  who  are  lying 
or  the  Irish  Members.  We  invite  and 
we  challenge  you  to  have  the  question 
probed  to  the  bottom  by  a  full  public 
investigation,  aud  let  the  English  people 
see  just  once  for  all  on  which  side  is  the 
truth,  and  on  which  side  is  the  lying  and 
blackguardism.  There  are  two  great 
dangers  to  the  public  peace  in  Ireland. 
One  is  the  conduct  of  the  police  on  such 
occasions  as  that  in  question ;  and  the 
Other,  and  the  far  greater  danger,  is  the 
delivery  by  the  Chief  Secretary  of 
speeches  such  as  that  he  has  just  made. 
The  recklessness  of  statement  exhibited 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the 
House  of  Commons  is  the  main  cause  of 
the  recklessness  and  ruffianism  of  his 
subordinates  in  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wants  Englishmen  to  go  to 
Ireland.  Oh,  yes,  but  while  they  are 
there,  the  police  are  on  their  best 
behaviour.  It  is  idle  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  object  to  inquiry  by  sayiog 
there  are  no  matters  of  fact  in  dispute. 
Was  there,  or  was  there  not,  on  the  12th 
of  April  an  open  public  meeting  in  the 
town  of  Tipperary,  attended  by  thousands, 
addressed  by  eight  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  attended  also  by  two  English 
Members?  According  to  the  Chief 
Secretary,  up  to  this  hour  it  is  still  in 
doubt  whether  all  this  is  imaginaiy,  like 
Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone 


the  batoning  by  the  police  of  the  poor 
Cripple,  whom  1  myself  saw,  and 
whom  many  of  my  friends  beside 
me  siw,  batoned  by  the  police.  After 
to-night's  Debate,  at  all  events,  he 
can  be  in  no  doubt  that  there  are  some 
matters  of  fact  in  dispute  between  us. 
Let  the  Government  enable  the  English 
people,  once  for  all,  to  ascertain  the  truth 
of  this  matter  by  some  tribunal  of  a  less 
absurd  character  than  one  in  which 
Colonel  Caddell,  the  Magistrate,  passes 
judgment  upon  the  conduct  of  Colonel 
Caddell,  the  policeman — the  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  Tittipoo  passes  judgment 
upon  the  Lord  High  Executioner.  On 
dozens  of  points  we  are  prepared  to  prove 
that  the  statements  put  into  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  month  are  either  mis- 
leading half-truths,  or  are  unvarnished, 
unadulterated  falsehoods.  Let  me  give 
one  instance.  While  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  speaks  of  there  being  400 
people  at  Limerick  Junction,  even  the 
Times  gives  the  number  as  2,000.  We 
traverse  also,  as  a  simple  unadulterated 
lie,  the  information  supplied  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  no  baton  chaises 
were  made  in  Tipperary  that  day.  I 
have  friends  by  me  who  were  present  on 
the  occasion,  and  1  can  speak  of  the 
meeting  I  was  myself  addressing.  The 
policemen  came  up  at  a  gallop,  and, 
without  a  stone  being  thrown,  without 
any  provocation  beyond  that  of  fcheering, 
the  police  rushed  like  maniacs  upon  the 
unfortunate  people.  Although  this  was 
witnessed  by  several  Members  of  the 
House,  we  are  to  be  told  it  was  all  purely 
imaginary.  Let  me  deal  now  with  the 
Chief  Secretary's  references  to  the  all- 
important  portion  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend's  indictment.  It  is  practically 
undisputed  that  at  the  Limerick  Junction 
meeting  a  handful  of  police  were  for  over 
an  hour  absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
meeting,  which  the  Times  estimated  at 
2,000  people,  and  not  a  single  hair  on  a 
policeman's  head  was  injured.  In 
Tipperary  town,  an  hour  afterwards, 
the  police  were  in  overwhelming 
force.  Did  they  use  their  strength 
as  ifhe  people  at  Limerick  Junction  used 
theirs  1  No,  they  instantly  and  savagely 
attacked  the  people,  right,  left,  and 
centre — people  who  were  doing  nothing 
except  cheerini?.  The  same  thing 
happened  at  B:>herlahan,  and  {^;a,in 
there  were  the  same  results.     At  Cashel 
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the  same  thing  happened.     Again,  at  the 
£nt,  the  people  were  the  stronger,  and 
not  one  policeman  wu  hurt ;  bnt  the 
moment  the  police  were  reinforced  they 
attacked  the  people.     There  was  no  dis- 
crder,    riolence,    or    injury  while  the 
people  had  the  police  at  their  mercy, 
ffluit  follows?    The  Grovemment  have 
institated,    I    believe,    44  prosecations 
against  the  men  who  were  wantonly  and 
hrntally  assaulted  that  day.     They  are 
proeecnting  the  rank  and  file,  but  up  to 
the  present    momsnt   they    have    not 
thought  proper  to  grapple  at  all  with  the 
Kembers  of   Parliament  who  were   re- 
Bpoodble  for  the  meeting,  and  that  is  the 
sort  of  thing  that  Lord  Salisbury  tells 
yoo  is  to  go  on  in  Ireland  for  20  years. 
That  is  your  brave  and  resolate  Govern- 
ment.   We  have  heard  to-night  some- 
thing   of    the     melancholy    system    of 
shadowing.     I  defy  any  impartial  tri- 
bonal  to  study  the  statistics  of  Tipperary 
without  coming  to  the  conclnsion  that 
the  police  and  the  Bsmovable  Magistrates 
tre  acting  with  the  deliberate  intention 
of  goading  the  people  into  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  because  neither  by  fair  means 
Bor  foul  have  they  been  able  to  smash 
their  meetings  up.     I  despair  of  giving 
any  idea  of  the  miserable  petty  police 
espionage  that  is  exercised  every  day  in 
Ireland.     I  do  not  speak  particularly  of 
these  special  occasions,  although  the  con- 
dnct  of  the  police  at  Cashel  has  been 
horribleandcowardly;  bntthefarandaway 
iroraeis  the  system  of  persecution  which  is 
exercised  daily  upon  local  men  and  local 
leaders.      There   is  the  case  of  Father 
Hamphreys,  one  of  the  most  revered  and 
respected  priests  in  Ireland.    The  picture 
of   Father    Humphreys    alone    passing 
through  the  streets,  with  a  policeman  in 
aoiform   on  either    side  of    him,  and 
another  at  his  heel,   like  a  burglar  in 
custody,  would  alone  raise  the  gorge  of 
any      Englishman      who      could      see 
it.    Let    ms    tell    you    what  a  mean, 
awardly,    tyrannical    Sjrstem    it      is. 
Upon  the  day  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
KT  for   North    Monaghan   and    myself 
were  in  Tipperary  a  man   crossed   the 
street  and  suddenly   stood  in  front  of 
Father    Humphreys    with    a    detective 
camera,    and   took    his    photograph.     I 
•fterwards  joined  him  and  went  for  a 
walk  with  him  down  the  main  street  of 
Tipperary.      The    two    policemen    who 
attached  themselves  to  us  attempted  to 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    [thibd  semes.] 


do  the  very  same  thing  with  us  both. 
I  asked  if  they  had  orders  t  I  wanted  to 
fight  the  question  out,  as  they  were  not 
allowed  to  molest  us.  What  did  they 
do?  The  Head  Constable  behind  cried 
out,  "  Fall  back,"  and  the  policeman  after 
my  threat  did  fall  back,  and  did  not 
molest  me  again  the  whole  time.  Did 
they  resume  their  inarch  by  the  side  of 
Father  Humphreys?  No,  they  knew 
that  this  photograph  was  taken,  and  that 
it  would  be  seen  throughout  England. 
My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Man- 
chester several  times  raised  the  question 
in  the  House  of  the  treatment  of  Father 
Humphreys,  and  it  has  been  defended 
and  championed  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland.  But  the  camera  did  what 
the  Chief  Secretary's  conscience  did  not 
do.  I  had  a  letter  from  Father 
Humphreys  a  few  days  ago  stating 
that  the  shadowing  system  had  been 
dropped,  bnt  they  continue  it  in  the  case 
of  humbler  men,  of  most  respectable 
men,  in  Ireland,  everyone  as  respectable 
as  myself  or  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself.  The  police  dog  them  from 
mom  to  night,  and  listen  to  what  they 
say.  They  jostle  them-,  make  mo^t 
offensive  remarks  to  them,  and  do  aU 
that  men  can  do  to  inveigle  them 
into  doing  something  to  give  them 
a  pretext  for  a  charge  of  assault, 
so  as  to  throw  them  into  gaol. 
Now  that  is  the  system  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  in  Ire- 
land. The  pclioe  yield  when  they  must, 
and  when  England  is  looking,  but  when 
nobody  is  loolang  on  the  persecution  goes 
on  as  before.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  been  beaten  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
leaders,  and  is  now  eng^ed  in  the  still 
more  dastardly,  and  I  venture  to  say 
equally  futile,  policy  of  persecuting  their 
followers.  The  Irish  police  are  being 
used  as  tools,  and  we,  their  countrymen, 
are  driven  with  shame  and  anguish  to 
reoc^nise  the  condition  to  which  they 
are  falling.  It  is  not  they  we  blame,  it 
is  you  (the  Government).  You  have 
driven  the  Irish  policeman  to  distinguish 
himself  by  hatred  of  his  fellow-country- 
men. The  consequence  is  a  fatal  de- 
moralisation of  the  Force  which  is  simply 
incredible.  The  cowardice  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  police  was  really  pitiful  that 
day.  They  made  three  wretched  attempts 
to  suppress  the  meeting.  They  were  put 
back  with  no  single  injury,  and  were 
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obliged  to  yield.  The  moment  the 
oavaLry  came  up  they  made  the  brutal 
charge  which  has  been  described.  The 
people  had  spared  them  when  their  lives 
were  in  their  hands ;  but  I  never  saw 
SOjrthing  more  horrible  than  the  conduct 
of  the  force  in  return.  They  were 
literally  growling  like  wild  animals  in  a 
cage,  mattering  threats  and  using  filthy 
language.  Directly  people  attempted 
to  raise  a  cheer  they  were  attacked  by 
infuriated  policemen,  who  bludgeoned 
men  right  and  left.  The  savage  section 
of  the  force  have  got  the  upper  hand. 
They  are  too  strong  even  for  their  own 
officers — they  hunger  for  promotion,  and 
they  know  it  can  be  got  in  no  other  way 
than  this.  I  believe  that  our  people  are 
the  most  enduring  people  in  the  world ; 
and  unless  their  hearts  were  buoyed  up 
with  unshakeable  confidence  in  the 
British  people,  I  tell  you  that  your  Irish 
ofiSciab  wonld  long  ago  have  maddened 
our  people  into  some  desperate  acts  of 
violence.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
the  courage  to  go  back  on  the  miserable 
story  of  the  explosives  in  Tipperary. 
Two  exploded  while  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  East  Mayo  was  speaking  to 
the  poUce,  and  if  they  could  have  done 
any  injury  to  anyone  they  would  have  in- 
jured him.  There  is  in  Tipperary  as  old  a 
cnatom  as  that  of  exploding  squibs  in  Eng- 
land on  Quy  Fawkes  Day.  It  is  a  harm- 
lees  stupid  custom.  I  remember  it  myself 
in  Tipperary  for  20  years.  I  defy  any- 
body to  pdnt  to  any  injury  resulting 
from  it ;  and  if  you  referred  this  matter 
to  a  Select  Committee,  you  would  find 
the  story  of  the  bombs  to  be  as  ridiculous 
as  Serjeant  Buzfuz's  explanation  of  the 
&mou8  "chops  and  tomatoes"  in  the 
Pickwick  breach  of  promise  case.  The 
Irish  people  can  no  longer  be  blinded  to 
the  fact  that  while  we  can  point  to 
murder  after  murder  committed  by  the 
police  in  Ireland,  they  cannot,  on  the 
other  hand,  point  to  a  single  policeman 
(except  the  unfortunate  Inspector  Martin, 
who  lost  his  life  through  his  own  folly), 
who  has  been  killed  there  for  years  past. 
The  right  hon.  Qentleman  has  trotted  out 
again  his  miser.ible  statistics  of  drunken- 
ness in  Tipperary,  contributed  largely  to, 
of  course,  by  the  Emergencymen.  Why 
does  he  quote  statistics  of  drunkenness  ? 
He  has  nothing  else  to  depend  upon. 
Where  can  he  point  to  one  single  police- 
man in  the  whole  County  of  Tipperary 
Mr.  W.  O'Brien 


who  has  lost  hid  life  or  limbs  ?  Where 
is  his  list  of  killed  and  wounded  1  In 
the  10  years  preceding  the  Land  League 
agitation  there  were  18  landlords  and 
agents  shot  dead.  In  all  the  yeafs 
that  followed  the  Land  League  there  was 
not  a  single  landlord  or  agent  or  police- 
man shot.  Not  one.  They  can  quote  no 
other  outrage  than  the  one  I  deplore, 
and  which  took  place  in  an  empty  house 
eight  months  ago  when  we  were  in  gaol. 
That  we  deplored  and  described  as  a 
piece  of  blackguardism.  In  all  that 
time  there  has  been  no  single  outrage  of 
any  sort  or  kind.  The  Chief  Secretary 
blows  hot  asA.  cold.  One  moment  he  de- 
claresthat  there  is  no  crime  in  Ireland,  and 
then  he  says  that  Tipperary  is  given  up 
to  the  mob — that  it  has  become  a  dis- 
grace to  civilisation  ;  that  he  is  obliged  to 
have  150  policemen  and  700  soldiers  to 
take  care  of  it.  If  there  is  legitimate 
boycotting — and  I  say  there  is — the 
people  of  Tipperary  claim  the  right  the 
people  of  England  have  to  choose 
their  own  interests  and  to  deal  with 
their  own  friends;  and  all  I  can  say 
is  that  they  have  done  it,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  it,  and  you  will  be  just  as 
powerless  in  the  end  as  you  were  in  the 
beginning.  In  what  you  are  doing  yon 
are  fighting  against  the  instincts  of  a 
whole  community  and  against  the 
instincts  of  human  nature  itself.  This 
is  not  a  question  of  enthusiasm  for  law 
and  order.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Hunts  has  got  his  town.  He  has  got 
his  land  and  his  houses  without  a  single 
act  of  resistance  to  the  law.  He  can 
have  the  remainder  as  soon  as  he  wants 
it.  But  still  he  is  not  happy,  and  his 
advisers  and  backers  in  Dublin  GasUe 
are  not  happy.  They  know  that  their 
united  force  fails  utterly  to  stay  by  one 
hair's  breadth  the  tenants'  combination. 
Let  the  Government  submit  this  whole 
question  in  its  entirety  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, for  we  believe  that  if  the  whole 
truth  were  fully  known  the  people  of 
England,  instead  of  being  shocked, 
wonld  say  that  never  in  the  histoiy  of 
the  world  had  there  been  in  the  face  of 
so  much  provocation  so  much  forbearance 
and  unselfishness  as  the  Irish  people  had 
shown.  It  is  our  business  to  court 
inquiry.  Englishmen  would  be  horrified 
at  the  length  to  which  policemen  and 
Magistrates  go  in  Ireland,  and  the  reck- 
lessness and  criminality  with  which  they 
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used  their  weapons  when  th^e  was  no 
ahadow  of  danger  to  them,  and  it  is  made 
a  ^honBaod  times  worse  bj  speeches  like 
that  of  the  Chief  Secretary.  We  invite 
this  investigation.  It  would  strengthen 
our  canse.  We  bring  these  things  for- 
irard  because  we  are  determined  to  bring 
them  into  the  light,  and  to  condemn  the 
Goremment  in  regard  to  them.  We 
believe  that  when  yon  have  before  you 
the  whole  facts  of  this  case,  yon  will 
oome  to  the  conclnsion  "that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  exploit  in  Tipperary 
is  as  vindictive  an  act  of  tyranny,  and 
as  ignominious  a  failure,  as  ever  disgraced 
the  name  of  an  English  statesman. 

(8.32.)  Notice  taken,  that  40  Members 
were  not  present ;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

•(8.35.)  Me.  BEADLAUGH  (North- 
ampton): The  suggestion  made  some  time 
ago  by  the  right  hon.  C^entleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  was  one  which  I  think 
required  an  answer  from  some  Member 
of  the  Government.  Specific  statements 
have  been  made  by  the  Mover  of  the 
Motion  for  the  Adjournment.  These 
statements  have  been  contradicted  by  the 
Chief  Secretary,  for  Ireland.  The  state- 
meats  made  by  the  hon.  Member  were 
made  in  g^reat  part  upon  his  own  personal 
knowledge,  and  they  were  contradicted, 
at  the  best,  on  information  supplied'  by 
the  Chief  Secretary ;  and  I  think  it 
would  have  been  only  courteous  to  the 
House  if  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  the 
Chief  Secretary,  in.  contradicting  state- 
ments, had  supplied  us  with  the  authority 
from  whom  he  obtained  his  information. 

•Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Of  course.  Sir, 
I  made  my  statement  upon  information 
supplied  ijirongh  the  official  Reports,  as 
every  Chief  Secretary  is  obliged  to  do. 

•Mb.  BRADLAUGH:  I  think  the 
House  is  also  entitled  to  know  the 
position  of  the  person  making  the  Report 
on  which  the  Chief  Secretary  contra- 
dicts the  statements  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mayo,  especially  when  the  statements 
of  that  hon.  Member  are  specific,  and  the 
denial  exceedingly  general.  The  specific 
chains — and  I  will  draw  attention  to 
some  of  them  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  did 
not  refer  to— seemed  to  me  to  be  capable 
of  such  explicit  proof  or  disproof  that  I 
do  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  left  the  House  or  himself  in  a  worthy 


position  by  a  mere  denial.  There  was 
not  only,  the  police  charge  on  the  hon. 
Member  and  half-a-dozen  friends  in  the 
square,  but  there  was  a  charge  upon  the 
people  who  shook  hands  with  these 
gentlemen,  and  a  charge  on  the  people 
who  cheered  them, and  the  specific  boast  of 
Mr.  Shannon  of  the  batoning  of  the  people 
by  the  police.  All  these  statements  are 
covered  by  the  general  denial  that  the 
police  changed  the  people  in  any  case 
until  first  subject  to  stone-throwing. 

•Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  made  my 
statement  upon  the  official  Reports,  and 
I  referred  only  to  Tipperary.  I  do  not 
think  I  dealt  at  all  wi^  the  alleged  charge 
at  Cashel. 

•Mr.  BRADLAUGH :  Then  I  take  it 
that  there  is  no  denial  of  the  charging  by 
the  police  at  Cashel ;  and,  that  being  so, 
there  is  no  "  specific  and  categorical 
denial "  of  the  case  submitted  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  this  evening. 

•Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
I  dealt  at  all.  with  the  alleged  charge 
at  Cashel. 

•Mb.  BRADLAUGH:  lam  sure  I  am 
indebted  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  any  correction  of  my  speech.  I 
always  try  to  make  my  facts  as  fair  as  I 
can,  and  in  this  case  I  desire  to  make 
them  as  hard  as  I  can.  I  want  to  point 
out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  as 
I  nnderstand  his  corrected  defence 

•Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Not  corrected 
— original  [A  Voicb  :  Very  original.]. 

•Mr.  BRADLAUGH  :  My  impression 
is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he 
had  given  a  categorical  denial  to  all  the 
charges  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo. 

•Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Certainly. 

•Mb.  BRADLAUGH:  I  thought  so; 
and  if  I  am  right  in  that,  then  I  should 
also  bo  right  in  speaking  of  his  corrected 
form  of  answer. 

•Ms.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  What  occurred 
WHS  this :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  distinctly  stated 
that  I  had  not  traversed  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  with 
regard  to  the  occurrences  at  Tipperary. 
I  said  that  1  had  traversed  them,  and  I 
also  asserted,  and  I  adhere  to  the  state- 
ment that  no  baton  charge  was  made  by 
the  police  untU  stones  had  been  thrown. 
That  has  no  reference  in  one  way  or  the 
other  to  the  occurrences  at  Cashel. 
P  2 
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•Mb.  BRADLATJGH  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  pardon  my  giving  my 
TCTsion  of  the  matter,  even  though, 
in  his  opinion,  it  may  not  be  correct. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian,  adopting,  from  his 
view  of  the  veracity  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo,  the  statements  he 
made,  urged  that  they  had  not  been 
«M>utTadicted,  and  I  understood  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  say  that  he  had  cate- 
gorically  contradicted  those  statements. 
It  now  appears  this  was  wrong,  sjid  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  only  contra- 
dicted one  of  the  matters  to  which  allu- 
sion was  made,  and  that,  instead  of  saying 
that  the  police  had  never  charged  except 
when  stoiied,  he  meant  to  say  that  they 
did  not  chai^  on  one  occasion  in  the 
aqoaro  until  they  were  stoned,  and 
that  of  everything  else  he  was  ignorant. 

♦Mb.  a.  J.BALFOUR:  I  do  not  wish 
to  argue  the  question,  bat  I  do  not  agree 
with  that  statement. 

•Mb.  BBADLAUGH:  I  do  not  expect 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  agree  with 
me,  bat  I  now  think  there  is  higher 
gronnd  for  inquiry  still,  and  that  the 
Motion  for  Adjournment  has  been  clearly 
jaatified,  for  the  larger  portion  of  the 
ease,  upon  the  statement  of  the  Chief 
Seoreta^  himseU,  now  remains  without 
oontradiction.  Although  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary has  taken  care  to  have  Reports,  his 
sabordinatss,  who  ought  to  have  furnished 
him  with  the  means  of  stating  the  truth 
to  the  House,  have  neglected  to  do  so. 
Somebody  who  is  responsible  for  gfiving 
him  information  has  not  thought  it  right 
to  lot  him  know  the  &ct8.  I  submit 
that  the  adjournment  has  been  justly 
moved,  and  that  the  answer  to  it  is 
utterly  incomplete.  I  think  that  the 
few  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  who  have  heard  the  corrected 
iknswer  of  the  Chief  Secretary  will  be 
bound  to  vote  for  the  adjournment  on 
die  ground  that  the  bulk  of  the  facts 
remain  as  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mayo,  utteriy  uncontradicted  by  the 
Chief  Secretary.  I  am  bound  to  say  that, 
knowing  the  ability  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, I  was  disappointed  with  his  speech. 
0f  course,  it  is  clever  tactics  to  make  an 
able  speech  and  pass  by  the  most  im- 
portant matter  of  challenge,  but  I  am 
disappointed  to  find  that  any  one  claim- 
ing to  represent  the  Government,  and 
desiring  to  bring  about  a  better  affection 


for  law  and  order  in  Lreland  should  have 
avoided  the  bulk  of  the  questions  raised 
to-night,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
done.  There  are  Members  of  the  GJovem- 
ment  whom  I  might  have  suspected  of 
not  answering,  on  account  of  incapacity, 
but  the  Chief  Secretary  is  not  one  of 
these ;  and  the  other  horn  of  the  dilemma 
is  quite  as  unpleasant.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  said  that  two  ques- 
tions were  involved  in  this  Debate,  the 
first  being,  "  Did  the  police  act  without 
moderation  and  with  want  of  judgment," 
and  the  second,  "  Had  the  Government 
just  ground  for  proclaiming  the  meet- 
ing." With  the  first  question  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  attempted  to 
deal.  Is  then,  the  case  affecting  the 
police  abandoned  ?  No  attempt  has  been 
made  to  meet  the  grave  all^ations 
against  the  police  in  respect  of  their 
batoning  and  charging  the  people  outside 
the  town  of  Tipperary.  If  the  law  re- 
lating to  public  meetings  is  the  same  in 
Ireland  as  in  England,  then  the  un- 
contradicted case  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Blast  Mayo  shows  that  an  extraordinary 
series  of  illegalities  have  been  committed 
by  the  Executive  and  the  police.  In 
regard  to  the  uncontradicted  case,  it 
certainly  appears  to  me  that  there  is 
g^und  for  the  inquiry  asked  for  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian.  As  to  the  occurrences  in 
Tipperaiy,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the 
corrected  denial  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
or  the  corrected  avoidance  of  denial, 
appears  to  me  a  little  awkward,  because, 
ui^ess  my  memory  fails  me,  I  think  I 
heard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  he 
had  read  about  these  things  in  the  papers 
— and  that  it  was  upon  his  full  examina- 
tion of  the  matter  that  he  felt  capable  of 
giving  an  expUcit  denial.  Now,  it  is 
clear  that  that  cannot  be  true.  I  do  not 
mean  that  anything  the  Chief  Secretary 
said  was  not  true,  but  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  have  misled  him- 
self. It  is  clear  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  unintentionaUy  totally 
inaccurate,  and  that  he  unintentionally 
utterly  deceived  the  House  when  he 
said  there  were  versions  which  con- 
tradicted each  other.  The  right  hon. 
Gentlemanand  myself  are  agreed,if  I  may 
say  so,  that  the  proclamation  of  a  meet 
ing  does  not  make  it  illegal.  If  it  be 
illegal  otherwise,  the  proclamstioh 
neither    decreases    nor     increases    the 
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illegality.  How  can  you  know  whether 
a  meeting  will  be  illegal  or  not  1  You 
may  know  it  will  be  illegal  if  it  be 
avowedly  called  for  an  ill^al  object. 
The  proclamation  issued  on  the  23rd 
merely  announced  that  John  Dillon, 
M.P.,  and  William  O'Brien,  M.P.,  would 
deUver  addresses.  You  cannot  import 
into  these  addresses  what  they  are 
likely  to  be  in  order  to  give  the  meeting 
the  character  of  illegality.  PrimA  facie 
the  addresses  would  be  lawful.  There 
iras  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  placard 
to  entitle  you  to  say  that  the  meeting 
woold  be  illegal.  But  you  dealt  with  it 
before  anything  happened  at  the  meet- 
ing. You  began  to  break  heads  before 
the  meeting  commenced.  At  Limerick 
Junction,  according  to  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman,  there  were  only  300  or  400 
people.  But  that  was  20  times  as  big  a 
meeting  as  one  of  those  that  was  charged 
npon.  The  bon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
(Mr.  Dillon)  says  there  were  2,000 
persons  present  at  the  Junction. 
An  hon.  Member  :  The  Times  says  so. 
•Mb.  BRADLAUGH:  The  Times. 
But  you  wiU  not  expect  me  to  accept  the 
authority  of  the  Times  in  any  matter  in 
which  there  is  any  divergence  of  opinion 
between  any  two  Members  of  this  House. 
I  know  from  experience  that  public 
speakers  have  sometimes  adisposition,like 
fishermen  as  to  catch,  to  increase  in  their 
own  minds — without  any  intention  of 
being  untruthful — the  size  of  the  meet- 
ings they  address.  But  if,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chief  Secretary,  the  police  did  well 
in  letting  alone  a  meeting  of  300  or  400, 
why  did  they  not  do  better  in  letting 
the  smaller  alone  1  I  should  taXl  under 
the  censure  of  the  House  if,  in  any  spirit 
of  meanness,  I  said  the  police  could  be 
jnstified  in  batoning  the  people  at  a 
meeting  when  they  were  strong  enough  to 
do  so,  and  were  not  justified  in  doing  it 
when  they  were  too  weak.  If  that  posi- 
tion were  not  taken  up  by  a  Member  of 
the  Government  it  would  be  a  mean  and 
oontempCible  position.  K  the  police 
charged  on  the  people  who  came  to  shake 
hands  with  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  at  the  gateway,  they 
not  only  displayed  great  want  of  tact 
and  moderation,  but  were  guilty  of 
great  brutality.  That  they  did  so 
is  uncontradicted,  and  it  is  presumably 
tnie.  I  say  that  the  Government  ought 
to  he  ashamed  of  themselves   for  the 


attitude  they  have  taken  up  on  thia 
point.  The  Chief  Secretary's  language 
puzzled  me.  He  said  that  the  account 
of  the  transaction  given  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  and  his  own 
account  were  vitally  difEerent.  I  find  that, 
instead  of  the  two  accounts  being  vitally 
difEerent,  there  is  only  a  very  smalt 
portion  on  which  there  is  any  difference. 
The  Grovernment  have  let  judgment  go 
by  default  against  them.  Who  are  on 
their  trial?  That  is  a  question  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  answers,  but 
which  we  shall  not  get  fully  answered 
untU  an  election  takes  place.  I  will, 
however,  venture  to  anticipate  one  or 
two  of  the  issues  on  which  the  English 
people  will  be  asked  to  pronounce  a 
verdict.  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land said  that  very  little  damage  was 
done.  But  is  it  no  damage,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  said,  to  drive  a  police  car  into  a 
crowd  so  that  the  shafts  catch  a  poor 
woman  on  the  breasts,  and  the  horses  are 
only  turned  aside  by  the  blackthorns  of 
the  men  1  Is  it  a  trifle  to  charge 
among  the  people  with  batons  and 
to  use  the  butts  of  rifles  7  It  used  not 
to  be  a  trifle  in  England,  and  we  must 
have  got  into  a  degraded  state  indeed 
when  an  English  Government  can  defend 
this  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Again, 
I  find  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  pledged  himself  to  a 
personal  conviction  based  upon  his 
complete  examination  of  the  matters 
which  had  been  submitted  to  the 
House.  But  how  could  he  have  a  per- 
sonal conviction  on  matters  which  he 
had  not  examined  at  all  Y  We  are 
told  it  was  a  dangerous  thing  for  the 
two  hon.  Members  who  have  spoken  this 
evening  to  be  allowed  to  address  a  meet- 
ing in  Tipperary.  Why  more  dangerous 
for  them  to  do  so  than  at  the  Junction } 
The  conduct  of  the  police  in  permitting 
those  addresses  there  has  been  approved 
by  the  Chief  Secretary  this  evening.  A 
meeting  which  is  a  menace  to  the  State 
in  one  place  cannot  cease  to  be  a  menace 
to  the  State  if  held  three  miles  off.  1 
will  not  describe  anything  the  Chief 
Secretary  says  as  nonsense,  but  I  am 
sure  it  would  have  been  the  most  utter 
nonsense  if  I  had  said  it,  and  utterly- 
unworthy  of  being  regarded  as  a  grave 
appeal  to  the  House.  I  happened  the 
other  day  to  be  reading  a  number  ot 
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Blackwood,  some  40  years  old,  and  I  found 
the  landlord  mischief  denounced  by  one 
of  the  first  Whig  politicians  of  the  day, 
in  the  same  way  as  they  are  denounced 
by  the  hon.  Members  for  North-East 
Cork  and  Mayo.  They  say  that  what- 
ever mischief  they  may  have  done  they 
have  at  any  rate  put  some  hope  into  the 
hearts  of  the  people  of  effecting  their 
own  redemption  by  open  organisation, 
and  the  result  is  tlwkt  the  few  survivals 
of  the  old  bad  spirit  are  survivals  chiefly 
kept  alive  by  the  survival  of  old  methods 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  Even 
under  a  Government  as  bad  as  this, 
when  the  police  did  not  interfere,  no  dis- 
order took  place.  The  claim  set  up  by 
the  GtJvemment  to-night  in  answer  to 
the  appeal  made  to  them  for  the  pre- 
servation of  some  of  the  rights  of  meet- 
ing is  simply  that  wherever  the  Member 
for  East  Mayo  or  the  Member  for 
North-East  Cork  happen  to  go  the  fact 
of  their  going  warrants  the  Government 
in  preventing  the  holding  of  meetings. 
Why?  Because  the  Glovemment  is 
utterly  afraid,  and  if  the  Members  speak 
sedition  or  incite  to  crime  they  may  be 
indicted.  But  the  QtJvemment  do  not 
wait  for  these  things.  Our  memories 
must  be  very  short.  We  commenced 
the  Session  with  a  flourish  of  trumpets 
as  to  the  pacification  of  Ireland.  To- 
night we  have  a  frank  confession  of 
utter  and  abject  weakness,  and  are  told 
that  the  Government  dare  not  allow 
hon.  Members  of  this  House  to  address 
the  people  in  open  meeting.  The  Chief 
Secretary  expressed  a  doubt  as  to 
whether  he  ought  to  have  allowed  even 
a  banquet  in  Tipperary.  I  have  not  the 
honour  of  the  friendship  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  except 
as  one  Member  may  find  himself  friendly 
with  every  Colleague  who,  like  him,  is 
entrusted  with  the  mandate  of  the  people. 
But  the  hon.  Member's  words  were  words 
that  rang  like  truth.  It  is  no  usediscussing 
whether  the  Government  were  justified 
in  proclaiming  the  meeting.  The  Chief 
Secretary  and  the  Government  seem  to 
consider  that  all  right*  of  meeting  are  to 
be  put  an  end  to  both  in  England  and 
Ireland.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  going 
too  &.r.  I  had  the  honour  of  successfully 
arguing  before  one  of  England's  greatest 
Judges  that  in  relation  to  a  meeting  in 
Devon  I  should  have  been  justified  in 
kHling  ai  constable  who  unlawfully  inter- 
Mr,  Brcuttaugh 


fered  with  me.  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  laughs.  I  know  my  know- 
ledge of  law  is  not  fit  to  match  with  his, 
although  it  has  been  found  fit  to  match 
with,  at  least,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  Colleagues.  I  recommend 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to 
read  the  g^ve  language  in  which  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Earle  examined  my 
proposition.  The  Judges  of  this  country 
have  helped  to  make  the  law  here  a  pro- 
tection to  the  meanest  of  our  subjects, 
but  the  law  in  Ireland  is  used  as  a  sort  of 
thumbscrew.  The  law  in  England  has 
been  and  is  if  it  can  be  declared  fair 
between  the  weakest,  and  poorest  and  the 
strongest,  but  is  it  so'  in  Ireland.  The 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  asked 
whether  the  man  who  is  alleged  to  have 
had  his  forehead  cut  with  a  baton  is  to 
be  prosecuted.  1  imagine,  and  I  think 
the  House  imagined,  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  denied  the  fact.  It  is  clear 
now  the  fact  comes  in  the  category  of 
fact  that  is  not  denied.  Is  the  man  to  be 
tried?  Is  he  to  be  tried  before  a 
Resident  Magistrate  ?  If  he  were  tried 
here,  and  was  unjustly  committed,  he 
could  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Session,  and 
if  the  law  were  strained  against  him 
there  he  could  carry  the  case 
to  a  Divisional  Court.  In  Ireland 
things  are  different.  You  say  that  a 
character  of  a  meeting  is  changed  by 
your  proclamation.  If  a  man  goes  to  a 
meeting  and  draws  attention  to  himself 
you  send  him  before  a  Resident  Magis- 
trate, who  does  not  administer  the  law 
as  we  have  known  it  administered  here, 
without  fear  and  without  partialilj. 
The  Irish  Resident  Magistrate  adminis- 
ters the  law  as  a  machine,  to  be  used  for 
making  what  you  call  and  order, 
which  is  really  only  an  apparent  quiet 
which  begets  the  crime  which  has  been 
referred  to.  I  say  that  a  Government 
which  strains  the  law  so  that  it  is  shape- 
less, which  sends  poor  unfortunate  men 
to  gaol  if  they  resist  the  driving  of  a 
horse  and  car  at  a  gallop  into  a  crowded 
meeting,  provokes  bigger  crime.  What 
makes  men  criminal  1  It  is  no  hope  of 
justice.  I  do  not  complain  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  has  left  since  the  earlier 
portion  of  my  speech.  It  is  probably 
for  my  quiet  he  has  done  so,  because  we 
disagreed  so  exceedingly  during  that 
portion  of  my  remarks.  But  is  it  worthy 
of    the   position    of    the    Government, 
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stonding,  as  it  professes  to  do,  in  front  of 
ciTilisation,  to  say  that  these  are  small 
tilings  f  Small  tilings  at  the  end  of  the 
IQthcentniy?  Small  things  when  you 
prate  of  the  progress  you  have  made  ? 
I  avow  I  feel  ashamed  of  the  excuses 
made  hy  the  Government.  The  Chief 
Secretary  asked  who  and  what  is  on 
trial.  It  is  the  whole  system  of  govem- 
meat  in  Ireland,  and  tlus  Motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  has  been  well 
broQght,  if  only  by  way  of  an  interlocu- 
tory appeal  to  the  English  people. 

(9.15.)  Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone, 
8.) :  I  take  it  that  the  real  question  at  issue 
whether  there  should  be  a  public  Parlia- 
mentary Inquiry  into  the  occurrences  at 
!fippenay  on  Sanday  fortnight.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  has  requested  that  such  an 
inquiiy  should  be  held.  The  inquiry  is 
asked  for  because  there  is  a  discrepancy 
between  tlie  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
giving  ofBoial  information,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  who 
was  present  at  the  meeting.  Nobody 
says  that  anybody  was  seriously  hurt.  A 
cripple  has  been  referred  to  as  injured, 
bat  we  have  not  even  got  his  name. 
The  least  we  could  expect  is  that 
if  anybody  has  been  seriously  in- 
jured, his  name  should  be  given,  so 
that  investigation  might  be  made.  Now, 
if  we  are  are  to  go  by  precedent,  I  am 
very  much  afraid  that  the  inquiry  asked 
for  cannot  be  granted.  If  we  take  the 
precedents,  all  of  th«n  under  the 
aospices  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  and  most  of 
them  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Bridgeton  Division  of 
Glasgow  (Sir  G.  Trevelyan)  was  Chief 
Secretary,  the  Front  Opposition  Bench, 
at  all  events,  cannot  plead  for  inquiry. 
[Cries  of  "Belfast!"]  I  will  not  com- 
mence with  Belfast,  but  with  a  part  of 
my  own  county.  ["Which  is  your 
county  P"]  The  county  I  represent. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bridgeton  Division  will  well  recollect 
the  two  meetings  which  were  convened 
at  a  place  called  Dromore.  I  have  always 
held  that  the  second  of  the  two  meetings 
ought  not  to  have  been  held.  The 
Nationalists  had  a  right  to  convene  their 
meeting,  and  I  do  not  think  it  was  wise 
on  the  part  of  the  Orangemen  to  convene 
aeoonter  meeting  at  the  same  place  and 
<n  Ae  same  day.    What  happened  ?  The 


right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  objects  to  the  police  running 
after  people  and  batoning  them  when 
they  are  running  away.  Why,  at  that 
meeting  a  man,  whilst  running  away, 
was  run  through  with  a  bayonet  and 
killed,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bridgeton  Division  refused 
an  inquiry.  In  the  first  case  I  give 
there  was  a  man  killed  while  running 
away,  and  the  Government  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  who  now  demands  an 
inquiry  into  a  row  in  which  no  one  wa« 
hurt— -["  Oh,  oh  !"] — well  seriously  hurt, 
refused  an  inquiry.  The  next  case 
occurred  on  the  16th  of  Augnst,  1880, 
at  Dungainnon,  Coun(y  Tyrone,  under 
Mr.  Forster,  and  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothiaa 
was  Prime  Minister.  On  that  day  a 
party  riot  occurred  in  the  South  of  Dan-' 
gannon,  in  the  course  of  which  honsM 
were  attacked  and  the  police  assaulted. 
Ultimately  the  District  Inspector  in 
charge  gave  orders  to  fire.  One  man  was 
killed  and  several  persons  wounded.  In 
the  following  week  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  forced  a  Debate  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  Mr.  Forster  explained  that  the 
police  could  not  avoid  firing.  No  pro- 
ceedings were  institntedagainstthe  police, 
and  no  inquiry  was  held.  I  take  anotheir 
case  which  must  be  fiimiliar  to  hon. 
Members,  namely,  that  of  Ballaragget, 
County  Kildare,  which  took  place  on  the 
9th  of  October,  1881.  I  make  no 
charge  against  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  in  these  matters.  Hhey  wished 
for  inquiries,  and  inquiries  were  refused 
by  the  very  Party  who  now  demand  an 
inquiry  in  a^case  in  which  no  one  was  seri- 
ously hurt.  On  the. 9th  of  October,  1881, 
a  Land  League  meeting  was  held  at  Balla- 
ra^^t,  and  a  force  of  police  was  drafted 
into  the  town  to  keep  order.  At  the 
termination  of  the  meeting  the  police 
were  marched  to  the  railway  station  and 
they  were  attacked  by  an  exoited  crowd. 
Orders  to  charge  were  given,  for  the 
purpose  of  dispersing  the  mob,  and  a 
man  named  James  ^N&uisfield  received  a 
bayonet  wound,  from  which  he  died.  A 
Coroner's  •  Jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
wilful  murder  against  the  District 
Inspector  who  gave  the  order  to  charge. 
On  the  application  of  the  Grown  the 
verdict  was  qnashed '  in  the  Queen's 
Bench,  and  when  qtwetioned  in  the 
BJouse  the  tkea  Attorn^  Gteneral  de- 
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clined  to  grant  an  inqniry,  sajing  tliai 
the  Government  were  in  fall  possession 
of  all  the  facts.  The  Attorney  General 
was  Mr.  Johnson,  and  everybody  knows 
on  which  side  of  the  House  he  sat.  One 
would  suppose  that  all  the  shooting  had 
been  done  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
'opposite,  but  the  fact  is  that  it  has  all 
been  done  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
sit  on  the  EVont  Opposition  Bench.  In 
October,  1881,  a  party  of  police  were 
engaged  in  protecting  a  summons  server 
at  BelmuUet.  They  were  attacked  by  a 
mob,  who  threw  stones  at  them.  The 
District  Inspector  in  charge  gave  orders 
to  fire,  with  the  result  t&tt  two  women 
were  killed.  The  Coroner's  Jury  again 
returned  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder 
against  the  District  Inspector  and  a 
constable.  The  Nationalist  Press  de- 
*  manded  that  the  men  should  be  put  on 
their  trial,  and  the  Attorney  Oeneral 
directed  the  Crown  Solicitor  to  g^t 
information  and  take  the  accused  before 
a  Magistrate.  The  Magistrate  dismissed 
the  charge,  and  no  farther  proceedings 
were  taken.  Exactly  the  same  thi^ 
took  place  at  Ballina  some  time  after- 
wards. A  man  was  killed,  but  no 
inquiry  was  allowed.  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Bridgeton  Division  why  these  inquiries 
were  refused  by  the  Government  of 
which  he  was  a  Member !  Were  they 
refused  for  the  parpoee  of  shielding  and 
protecting  the  police  in  an  illegal  action  7 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  say 
anything  of  the  kind.  ["Ireland  was 
misrepresented."]  Probably  Ireland  was 
misrepresented  now.  At  all  events  that 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  I 
put,  namely,  were  these  inquiries  refused 
during  the  time  when  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman WM  Chief  Secretary  with  the  view 
of  shielding  the  police  and  protecting 
them  in  illegtd  conduct  P  I  do  not 
believe  a  word  of  it  I  believe  the 
inquiries  were  refused  because  the  Go- 
vernment, acting  on  the  best  information 
they  could  receive,  believed  that  the 
police  did  not  exceed  their  duty,  and 
I  imagine  that  if  the  Government 
refuse  this  inquiry  that  will  be  the 
reason  for  their  refusal.  The  hon. 
Members  for  North-East  Cork  and  East 
Iklayo  unite  in  an  attack.  It  woold  be 
well  they  should  try  to  be  consistent  one 
with  the  other  as  to  the  description  given 
of  the  police.  The  hon.  Member  for 
l£r.  T.  W.  Stusell 


Mayo  called  the  police  in  Troperaiy 
cowardly,  infuriated  savages,  [dries  of 
"  In  Cashel ! "]  The  hon.  Member  spoke 
of  the  police  gfenerally — ["  No  !  "] — and  if 
he  were  present  he  would  not  deny  it- 
The  hon.  Member  for  North-East  Cork 
described  the  charge  the  police  made 
upon  himself  and  five  or  six  other  gentle- 
men who  were  standing  doing  nothing 
at  the  comer  of  the  square.  He  said 
Colonel  Caddell  and  the  other  officers  o£ 
the  police  opened  their  ranks  in  order  to 
avoid  doing  them  any  harm.  What 
terrible  savages !  They  never-  lifted  a 
baton,  but  when  they  came  up  to  the 
crowd  of  seven  or  eight  people,  these 
cowardly,  infuriated  savages  opened 
their  laoks  in  order  to  avoid  injuring 
the  hon.  Member  and  his  friends.  The 
reports  in  the  Irish  Times  and  Daily 
Express  have  been  paraded  before  the 
House,  and,  no  doabt,  these  are 
Unionist  papers;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  to  Sunday  meetings  they 
always  send  Unionist  reporters^ 
[Latoghter.^  On  the  contrary,  I  know 
that  as  regards  the  Irish  Times,  at 
all  events,  the  majority  of  the  reporting 
staff  in  my  days  were  Nationaliste  and 
not  Unionists,  and,  of  course,  these 
gentlemen  vrill  colour  their  reports  ac- 
cording to  their  convictions.  Now,  let 
us  take  the  question  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government  in  proclaiming  the  meeting 
at  Tipperary.  That  question  is  entirely 
difierent  from  the  conduct  of  the  police, 
I  admit.  But  let  us  take  the  policy  of 
the  Government  in  proclaiming  this 
meeting.  I  say  nobody  who  knows  any- 
thing of  the  state  of  Tipperary  and  of 
the  facts  mentioned  in  the  Chief 
Secretary's  speech,  can  have  the 
least  doubt  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
policy  that  directed  the  proclamation. 
What  was  the  real  meaning  of  the 
proclamation)  Meetings  had  been  held 
a  few  weeks  before,  and  a  number  of 
first-class  revolutionists  from  England 
had  delivered  addresses,  and  a  fortnight 
afterwards  another  great  meeting  is 
resolved  upon.  Why  was  this?  The 
real  reason  was  that  the  period  for 
redemption  for  tenants  under  the 
Land  Act  of  1887  was  about  to  expire, 
and  these  hon.  Gentlemen  no  doubt  had 
information  of  what  was  taking  place  in. 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Tip- 
perary, and  I  have  received  reliable  in- 
formation from  Tipperaiy  itself  and  its 
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neighbonrhood  that  the  object  of  the 
meeting  w&b  to  intimidate  the  tenants, 
aBd  to  prevent  them  from  redeeming 
their  holdings.  I  folly  admit  that  the 
right  of  pnblic  meeting  is  a  sacred  one, 
bat  at  the  same  time  I  think  that  the 
right  of  the  tenants  to  redeem  their 
holdings  is  equally  sacred,  and  that 
public  meetings  held  with  the  object  of 
preventing  them  from  exercising  that 
right  ought  to  be  proclaimed,  and  that 
a  Grovemment  having  information  of 
tiiis  object  of  a  meeting  wonld  neglect 
its  duty  if  it  did  not  proclaim  snch  a 
meeting.  And  now  let  me  say  a  word 
or  two  on  the  practice  of  shadowing. 
There  is  one  point  upon  which  hon. 
Members  and  I  agree,  and  that  is,  that 
every  policeman  in  Ireland  should  be 
distingnished  by  a  number  on  his  uni- 
form. I  have  said  before  that  it  should 
be  as  easy  to  identify  a  police- 
man in  any  part  of  Ireland  as  it  is  in 
Belbst  or  Dublin.  I  entertain  as  great 
an  objection  to  the  system  of  shadowing 
as  hon.  Members  below  the  Gbingway, 
because  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  effica- 
ciong.  What  is  taking  place  in  Tippe- 
raryt  There  are  numbers  of  "comer 
boys"  standing  about  the  streets  acting 
as  pickets  upon  the  shops  open  there. 
There  are  open  arrangements  for  boy- 
cotting, and  the  man  who  makes  the 
arrangements  is  perfectly  well  known 
to  the  police.  You  may  shadow  Father 
Humphries,  who  is  the  real  instigator 
and  the  master  of  the  whole  Tipperary 
business  in  the  street  as  much  as  you 
please,  but  you  will  never  find  out  what 
passes  in  Father  Hnmphries'  house. 

[The  hon.  Member's  speech  was 
interrupted  several  times  by  exclama- 
tions and  laughter.] 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  must  ask  hon. 
Members  not  to  interrupt  the  hon. 
Member  so  continuously.  They  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  replying. 

Me.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North-East  Cork  has  congratu- 
lated the  Chief  Secretary  upon  a  change 
of  policy,  that  whereas  in  former  times 
he  went  for  the  leaders  he  is  now  content 
to  go  for  the  rank  and  file.  But  other 
people  have  changed  their  policy.  The 
hon.  Member  for  North-East  Cork  has 
changed  his  policy  on  bis  own  admission. 
f"No,  no!"]  In  the  old  times  of  the 
League  murder  and  outrage  was  com- 


mitted, but  these  have  passed  away  and 
the  policy  now  is  what  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber terms  legitimate  boycotting. 

Mr.  T.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour)  :  In  the  absence  of  my 
hon.  Friend  I  do  not  think  he  should  be 
misrepresented.  ["Order,  order!"]  It 
is  a  very  grave  accusation  against  my 
hon.  Friend.  What  he  stated  was  that 
murder  and  outrage  took  place  before 
the  Land  League  was  constituted. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RLSSELL  :  I  do  not  think 
that  is  so.  Murder  and  outrage  did  not 
cease  with  the  formation  of  the  League, 
it  waxed  more  fierce.  [Cries  of  "  Not 
true;  none  in  Tipperary!"]  "Kpperary 
was  quiet  until  about  10  months  ago, 
when  hon.  Members  went  down  there 
and  went  from  platform  to  platform 
rebuking  the  people  for  their  quietness. 
But  what  is  the  nature  of  this  legitimate 
boycotting  ?  I  do  not  think  the  people 
of  Engltmd  realise  yet  what  this 
"legitimate  boycotting  "means.  Frankly, 
I  say  I  do  not  think  the  people  of  Ire- 
land subjected  to  the  practice  fear 
personal  violence  so  much  as  they  do 
what  is  called  legitimate  boycotting. 
Take  the  case  of  Mr.  Phillips.  He  has 
been  boycotted  because  he  has  disobeyed 
the  unwritten  .law  of  the  League,  and 
because  he  has  refused  to  give  up  his 
farm,  for  which  he  has  paid  £l, 000,  and 
only  asks  in  a  free  country  to  be  allowed 
to  remain  an  honest  man  and  to  pursue 
his  business  in  peace,  and  refuses  to 
become  a  beggar  and  a  scoundrel.  He 
does  not  consider  his  rent  too  high  ;  he 
profits  by  his  farm.  Because  he  has 
done  this  he  has  been  made  the  subject 
of  legitimate  boycotting,  with  the 
consequence  that  he  has  been  deprived 
of  the  necessities  of  life,  and  when  his 

child  fell  ill [Lovd  laughter.']    Ah, 

yes,  when  the  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  laugh  at  such  a  statement  as 
that  it  only  teaches  us  what  we  majr 
have  to  expect  in  the  future 

Me.  T.  HARRINGTON:  The  hon. 
Member  seems  to  indicate  that  I  laughed, 
the  imputation  that  I  laughed  is  a  gross 
[Loud  cries  of  "  Order  ! "] 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  It  was  the  hon. 
Member  who  sits  next  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  I  was  referring  to. 

Me.  CONDON  (Tipperary,  E.):  I 
laughed  at  the  statement  of  the  hoD, 
Member  because  Mr.  Phillips'  so-called 
child  is  25  years  old. 
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Me.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  wUl  say  a 
member  of  his  family.  1  am  following 
the  desoriptiou  of  Mr.  Phillips,  who 
refers  to  his  child.  ["As  truthful  as 
you."]  I  say  that  when  that  man's  child 
fell  ill  the  local  druggist  would  not  com- 
pound the  medicine  prescribed,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  obtain  the  medicine  from 
a  long  distance.  That  is  what  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  describes  as  legitimate 
boycotting. 

An  hon.  Membgk  :  That  is  not  true. 

Me.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  might  also 
refer  to  the  case  of  the  old  lady  at 
Tipperary,  who  has  been  boycotted  and 
had  her  windows  smashed  because  she 
would  not  accept  the  policy  of  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gkingway  ;  because 
she  would  not  lend  her  neck  to  the  yoke, 
and  ohcee  to  lire  as  she  has  lived  in  the 
past,  honestly  fulfilling  herengagements, 
her  windows  were  smashed,  I  suppose 
by  those  innocent  urchins  who  make 
curious  squibs  out  of  axle  boxes.  ["  Not 
true."]  I  say  the  Grovomment  were 
entitled,  looking  at  the  state  of 
Tipperary,  looking  at  the  fact  that  this 
meeting  was  called  immediately  before 
the  day  of  redemption  under  the  Act  of 
1881,  to  proclaim  the  meeting;  and  I 
hold  that  so  &r  as  the  conduct  of  the 
police  is  concerned  they  have  committed 
no  act  which  comes  within  miles  of  what 
was  committed  under  the  Secretaryship 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  below  me, 
and  who  point-blank  refused  inquiry. 
If  the  inquiry  asked  for  were  to  be 
granted,  the  result  would  be  simply  a 
conflict  of  testimony  between  the  police 
on  the  one  hand  and  the  people  on  the 
other. 

(9.44.)  SiK  G.  TREVELYAN  (Glas- 
gow, Bridgeton)  :  The  hon.  Member  has 
challenged  ex-Chief  Secretaries  on  this 
Bench  to  explain  why  it  was  we  refused 
inquiry  into  incidents  that  occurred 
under  the  former  Government.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  can  explain  why  it 
was  inquiry  was  granted  in  the  case  of 
Belfast,  and  I  will  explain,  in  the  one 
single  instance  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
brought  forward  out  of  his  large 
rifpertoire  in  which  I  am  concerned,  why 
it  was  I  refused  inquiry  in  the  case  of 
Dromore.  The  hon.  Member  seems  to 
think  it  is  a  very  light  matter  we  have 
before  tib,  because  he  says  few  or  no 
people  had  their  heads  broken.  Lito 
that  I  will  not  inqoiie,  andl  caro  oom> 


paratively  little    about  it.     I    care  for 
something  else  much  more. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  did  not  say 
a  light  matter.  I  said  a  comparatively 
light  matter. 

Sir  G.  TREVELYAN :  Well,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  comparatively  light  matter, 
and  I  hope  hon.   Gentlemen   opposite, 
who  are  representatives  of  free  men  in  a 
free  country,  will  not  think  this  is  a 
comparatively  light  matter.     What  we 
are  dealing  with  is  the  right  of  free  and 
open  meeting,  and  it  is  strange  that  the 
hon.    Member,  who    has     attained    an 
eminence     remarkable,    and     in    some 
respects  not  enviable,   by  his   powers  of 
free  speaking  to  masses  of  his  fellow- 
countrymen,  should  consider  it  a  light 
matter  to  be  denied  the  use    of  '  tibat 
power.      In  the  case  of  Dromore,  the 
object  of  our  action  was  not  to  suppress 
free  speech  but  to  maintain  it.     Instead 
of  suppressing  a  meeting  at   Dromore, 
the  Government  insisted  that  it  should 
be  held.     It  was  a  culminating  case  in  a 
series  of  arduous  and  important  crises. 
The  Nationalists  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
insisted    upon    their    right    to    hold  a 
meeting  in  their  own  part  of  the  country, 
and  the  Orangemen  of  the  North    of 
Ireland  denied  them  that  right.     They 
endeavoured  to  deny  it  first  by  coming 
to  the  Government  and    telluig    them 
that  for  the  sake  of  the  peace  of  the 
country    they    ought    to  suppress   the 
Nationalist     meeting,    and     when    the 
Government    refused    to  yield    to    the 
pressure  that  was  put  upon  them  by  the 
Orangemen  and  by  the  Tory  Press  in 
this   country,  the    Orangemen    declared 
that  they  would  hold  a  meeting  at  the 
same  place  and  hour.     If  this  had  been 
a  meeting  of  unarmed  citizens  to  listen 
to    speeches   and    pass    resolutions   we 
should  have  little  cared.     But  it  was  to 
be  a  meeting,  not  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district,  but  of  hordes  of  armed  men, 
subsidised  by  the  Orange  leaders,   and 
coming,  many  of  them,  distances  of  100 
and  150  nwles.     It  was  a  most  insidious 
snare  to  the  Government.      They  would 
have  been  praised  in  every  Tory  paper 
if  they  had  said  what  it  was  m  their 
power  to  have  said,  that  neither  meeting 
should  be  held ;  but  we  were  determined 
that  at  any  sacrifice  and  risk  we  would 
vindicate  the  right  of  the  Nationalists, 
to  whom  we  were  then  opposed,  to  hold 
anteeting,  and,  oobsequentlyj'tra  declared 
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that,  whether  the  Orangemen  came 
armed  or  not,  the  meeting  should  be 
held.  The  assertion  of  this  right  re- 
quired the  presence  of  1,200  armed  men, 
cavaliy  and  infantry;  and  if  it  had 
been  12,000  the  expenses  and  the  diffi- 
cnltj  TTOnld  have  been  amply  repaid 
fcy  the  resolt.  The  Nationalist  meeting 
^  was  held,  and  it  was  protected ;  the 
Orange  meeting  was  also  hold.  A 
strong  body  of  armed  troops  was  posted 
between  the  two  meetings,  and  it  was 
daring  the  organised  and  persistent 
attempt  of  the  Orangemen  to  break 
throngh  the  lines  of  troops  and  to  fsJl 
upon  the  unarmed  Nationalists,  not  very 
pugnacious  at  that  time,  that  a  single 
life  'WBS  lost.  There  was  no  dispute 
about  the  circumstances  at  all,  either 
in  this  House  or  anywhere  else.  The 
present  Lord  Cross,  speaking  from  this 
Front  Bench,  said  he  entirely  agreed 
with  the  action  of  the  Government,  and 
down  to  this  moment  there  has  been  no 
dispute  as  regards  that  action.  In  order 
to  protect  the  right  of  free  speech  one 
life  was  unfortunately  sacrificed;  but 
the  right  of  free  speech  is  worth  many 
lives.  [Mr.  T.  W.  Russeix:  The  man 
was  running  away.]  But  he  had  come 
100  mQes  with  the  object  of  interrupting 
a  meeting  of  his  fellow  countrymen ; 
and  in  this  case  the  House  is  dealing 
with  the  right  of  free  meeting  ander 
different  circumstances.  If  the  Govern- 
ment wish  systematically  to  suppress 
public  meetings  they  had  better  do  it 
bj  legislative  enactmeut.  It  is  an  ex- 
ceedingly dangerous  course  to  pursue  to 
apply  the  law  which  is  in  vogue  in  a  free 
and  self-governing  country  like  England 
to  a  country  like  Ireland,  which  is  not 
free  and  self-governing.  The  Govern- 
ment are  endeavouring  to  wrest  regula- 
tions which  prevail  in  this  counfay  to 
the  government  or  mis-government  of 
pnUic  meetings  in  Ireland.  In  this 
country  no  meeting  in  itself  is  unlawful 
until  a  magistrate  has  read  the  Riot  Act 
and  has  ordered  the  people  to  disperse, 
and  if  they  do  not  disperse  after  that 
ftey  may  bis  tried  before  a  jxury  and  con- 
victed of  felony.  That  is  the  law  in  this 
conntry,  what  is  the  practice  in  Ireland  1 
The  charge  is  that  at  Tipperary  the 
people  were  attacked  without  due  notice. 
At  Dromore  the  longest  possible  notice 
was  g^ven  that  tiie  Nationalist  meeting 
was  to  be  protected,  if  needful  by  force. 
At  !nppeiary  theto  is  no  doubt  that 


groups  of  peaceable  people  were  charged 
by  the  police  on  three  occasions,  and  it 
is  not  denied  by  the  Government.  There 
are  three  distinct  allegations,  not  one  of 
which  is  denied,  and  as  to  the  truth  of 
which  inquiry  alone  will  give  satisfaction. 
People  are  bound  to  take  information  in 
the  first  instance  from  the  newspapers ; 
but  it  is  an  extraordinary  thing  for  the 
hon.  Member  to  say  that  even  the  evi- 
dence furnished  by  Tory  papers  must  be 
discounted,  because  it  is  possible  they 
may  be  served  by  Nationalist  reporters. 
The  argument  for  inquiry  is  strengthened 
by  the  information  that  has  come  from 
the  Ministerial  Bench  as  to  shadowing, 
in  spite  of  our  being  told  that  Ireland  is 
quiet  to  a  degree  scarcely  known  before. 
The  Government  have  invented  a  new 
interference  with  liberty  not  known  in 
any  other  civilised  country,  and  which 
would  be  resented  anywhere  by  our 
common  human  nature.  Can  such  a 
system  as  has  been  described  exist  any- 
where for  a  month  without  bringing 
about  violent  personal  collisions  and 
breach  of  the  peace  ?  It  is  all  very  well 
to  talk  about  the  state  of  Tipperary. 
What  there  is  in  Tipperary,  Ln  Donegal, 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  country  is  a 
state  of  terrible  discontent,  of  something 
like  hopeless  despair,  and  of  absolute 
mistrust  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment. For  those  three  feelings  what 
outlet  is  there  except  free  speech? 
If  inquiry  is  refused  conceive  what  an 
idea  you  will  sanction.  You  will  sanction 
the  idea  that  trusted  men,  like  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo,  may  actually  not 
visit  a  town  in  Ireland,  may  not  be 
greeted  by  their  fellow-citizens,  but,  for 
the  next  15  or  20  years,  the  police  shall 
have  the  right  to  rout  their  fellow- 
citizens  up  and  down  the  town,  and  that 
they  can  do  this  with  impunity.  We 
are  asked  to  believe  that  all  this  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  sake  of  pro- 
tecting the  citizens  of  the  neighbourhood. 
The  Member  for  East  Mayo  has  disproved 
that  by  showing  that  all  these  outrages 
and  dark  doings  which  have  been  re- 
ferred to  preceded,  and  did  not  follow, 
the  open-air  meeting  held  at  Tipperary 
two  months  ago.  The  Liberal  Govern- 
ment may  have  been  right  or  wrong 
when  there  were  a  certain  number  of 
bloody  mtlrders  in  Ireland  in  preventing 
a  very  small  number  indeed  of  public 
meetings  on  the  spot  where  those  - 
murders  bad  been  recent ;  bat  for  aereral 
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•years  past  the  whole  Liberal  Party — and 
they  never  will  go  back  from  tlutt,  and 
under  no  cironmstanoes  will  they  ever 
consent  to  have  anything  to  do  with  a 
repressive  policy — ^have  believed  that 
Ireland  is  in  a  state  in  which  the 
greatest  security  for  order  is  liberty  and 
free  speech,  and  such  an  interference 
with  liberty  and  free  speech  as  that  with 
reference  to  this  meeting  at  Tipperary — 
so  irritating,  so  useless,  and  so  pernicious 
— has  never  taken  place  in  Ireland. 

•(10.5.)  The  AITORNEY GENEBAL 
FOB  IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden):  I  do 
not  know  that  the  House  generally  will 
be  disposed  to  think  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  explained  satisfactorily 
why,  consistently  with  what  he  had  just 
said,  he  did  not  grant  an  inquiry  into  the 
proceedings  at  Dromore ;  but  the  House, 
at  any  rate,  will  be  satisfied  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  made  a 
complete  retractation  of  the  principles 
upon  which  he  conducted  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  It  is  within  the  know- 
ledge of  the  House  that  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  responsible  for  the 
Government  of  Ireland,  ho  suppressed 
numbers  of  meetings  on  the  ground  that 
the  holding  them  would  lead  to  murder, 
crime,  and  outrage.  Now  he  says  the 
Liberal  Party  under  no  circumstances 
will  be  guilty  of  such  conduct  again,  and 
this,  I  repeat,  is  a  complete  retractation  of 
the  principles  on  which  he  governed 
Ireland.  The  particular  point  on  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  pressed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone  was  why  in 
the  Dromore  case,  it  being  alleged  the 
police  had  pursued  and  killeda  flying  man, 
he  did  not  grant  an  inquiry  ?  Why  is  an 
inquiry  to  be  granted  iu  the  present 
case,  and  refused  in  a  case  in  which 
death  actually  occurred?  In  the  case 
now  being  discussed  by  the  House  no 
serious  injury  was  caused  to  anyone. 
The  hon.  Members  for  North-East  Cork 
and  East  Mayo  have  spoken  of  the 
brutalities  of  the  police ;  but  where  is  the 
list  of  wounded  at  Tipperary  ? 

Me.  DILLON:  The  Dublin  Daily 
Express  states  that  40  people  were 
knocked  down  by  blows  on  the  head  at 
the  first  charge. 

Me.  W.  O'BRIEN:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  engage  not  to  prosecute 
the  wounded  if  the  names  are  furnished  7 
•Mb.  MADDEN:  Not  one  case  of 
serious  injury  has  been  complained  of  to 
any  authority  whatsoever. 
Sir  G.  Trevelyan 


Me.  gill  (Louth,  S.) :  And  if  any 
one  did  complain  he  would  get  a 
summons  the  next  day  and  be  pro- 
secuted. 
•Mb.  MADDEN :  Hon.  Members  oppo- 
site will  have  an  opportunity  of  answer- 
ing me  presently.  Is  there  any  person 
in  hospital  at  the  present  moment  from 
injuries  received  by  the  police  charges! 
If  any  person  has  been  injured  by 
excesses  committed  by  the  authorities 
in  suppressing  the  meeting,  that  person 
is  not  without  his  remedy.  The  right 
of  public  meeting  in  this  country  and  in 
Ireland,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton has  stated,  is  absolutely  identicaL 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Government 
by  proclamation  to  make  a  meeting 
illegal  Who  pretended  that  it  was  I 
The  Crimes  Act  of  1882  must  be  in  the 
minds  of  right  hon.  Gentlemen  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  I  must 
inform  those  hon.  Gentlemen  that  the 
law  is  different  now.  Under  the  system 
of  coercion  under  which  Ireland  groans, 
the  law  of  public  meeting  is  absolutely 
identical  with  the  law  of  public  meeting 
in  England.  Let  any  person  interfered 
with  unlawfully  at  a  public  meeting 
bring  his  action  at  law,  and  if  the  Judge 
lays  down  the  law  differently  from  the 
law  in  England  let  him  bring  his  case  to 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  from  the  Court 
of  Appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords.  Are 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  willing  to 
accept  the  House  of  Lords.  [An  hon. 
Member  :  No.]  No ;  but  they  must 
accept  the  House  of  Lords  as  laying 
down  the  law  for  England,  and  no  lawyer 
will  contravene  the  proposition  that  the 
law  of  public  meeting  in  England  and 
Ireland  being  identical,  the  law  in 
both  countries  must  be  brought  in  the 
last  resort  to  the  same  test — the  de- 
cision of  the  House  of  Lords.  Now, 
one  remarkable  feature  of  this  De- 
bate is  that  there  has  been  no  serious 
attempt  to  show  that  in  the  suppression 
of  this  meeting  the  Irish  Government 
have  gone  beyond  their  strict  rights.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Alayo  rather  suggested 
than  argued  that  the  meeting  was  a 
legal  one ;  but  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  was  careful  to  hold  in 
the  background  that  portion  of  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo, 
^e  right  hon.  Gentleman  declined  to 
attack  the  Government  on  that  point, 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  a  point  on 
which   the   right  hon.  Gentleman  the 

Digitized  by  VaOOQ  IC 


413 


Ireland — 


{June  9,  1890} 


Conduct  of  Police.  414 


Member  for  Mid  Lothian  declines  to 
attack  the  Government  mnst  be  an  ex- 
ceedingly bad  point  indeed.  Both  from 
the  action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  the  ntter  absence  of  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken  serionsly  to  contend 
that  this  was  a  lawful  assembly,  I  think 
that  I  can  ask  the  House  to  say  that  this 
was  an  unlawful  assembly. 
Mb.  DILLON :  Certainly  not 
•Mb.  MADDEN:  If  the  assembly 
which  was  proclaimed  was  rightly  pro- 
claimed as  an  unlawful  assembly,  hon. 
Members  opposite  are  brought  face  to  face 
with  a  second  fact,  namely,  that  the  pre- 
vention of  the  meeting  took  place  with  no 
serious  injury  to  any  person,  and  I  think 
that  if  the  Executive  have  prevented  an 
onlawful  assembly  without  any  serious 
injaiy  it  is  action  on  which  they  may  be 
oongratnlated.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  has  read  to  the 
House  the  proclamation,  posted  on  the 
Friday  before  the  meeting,  by  which  it 
was  proclaimed.  The  meeting  was  to  be 
what  was  known  as  a  monster  meeting,  to 
which  excursion  trains  were  to  be  run.  In 
what  condition  was  the  town  of  Tipperary 
at  that  time  ?  has  any  hon.  Member  at- 
tempted todeny  that  formonths  before  that 
a  system  had  been  going  on  which  I  will 
call  one  of  boycotting  and  intimidation  1 
Hasany  hon.  Member  denied  thatasystem 
of  boycotting  has  been  carried  on  there  P 
I  have  read  a  letter  in  the  public  Press 
written  by  one  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
priests,  in  which  he  said  that  he  would 
not  be  coward  enough  to  deny  that  he 
had  promoted  boycotting,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  North-East  Cork  has  stated 
that  what  he  describes  as  legitimate  boy- 
cotting has  been  going  on  in  Tipperary. 
I  think  that  the  House  may  &irly 
assume  that  the  boycotting  that  would 
satisfy  the  desires  of  the  hon.  Member, 
and  was  described  by  him  as  legitimate, 
is  of  a  somewhat  extreme  character. 
The  movement,  therefore,  which  has 
been  goin^  on  against  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Hunts  has,  it  must 
be  admitted,  been  promoted  by  boy- 
cotting and  intimidation.  Is  that 
legal  or  not  ?  Is  a  meeting  in  promo- 
tion  of  that  object  a  legal  meeting  ?  I 
ask  the  House  for  what  other  purpose 
the  meeting  on  tiie  Sunday  in  question 
could  have  been  convened  except  to 
support  the  movement  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  South   Hunts  which  was 


going  on  in  the  town,  and  which  was 
carried  on  by  boycotting  and  intimi- 
dation. Then  the  case  is  complete. 
The  meeting  was  convened  for  the 
support  of  that  movement,  the  active 
promoters  of  which  say  that  they  will 
not  be  cowards  enough  to  deny  that 
they  have  promoted  boycotting.  It  is 
impossible  to  carry  out  the  system  of 
boycotting  without  intimidation  ;  and  I 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  after  what 
he  said  formerly,  cannot  deny  that  boy- 
cotting involves  intimidation,  and  is 
carried  out  by  means  of  intimidation.  In 
fact,  the  grossest  intimidation  has  been 
carried  out  in  the  town  of  Tipperary. 
Explosives  have  been  used  which  have 
blown  down  portions  of  buildings  in 
Tipperary,  and  would  have  killed  persons 
who  might  have  been  inside ;  is  the  use  of 
such  explosives  not  intimidation?  No 
Government  responsible  for  the  peace  of 
Tipperary  could  have  possibly  allowed 
such  a  meeting  to  teke  place.  The 
question  to  consider,  then,  is  whether 
there  has  been  any  excess,  any  undue 
interference  with  rights,  or  anything 
that  goes  beyond  what  is  absolutely 
necessaiy  in  the  course  of  suppressing 
that  meeting  %  The  right  hon.  Gtentie- 
man  the  Chief  Secretary  has  stated,  with 
regard  to  the  town  of  Tipperary,  that 
no  charge  was  made  by  the  police  until 
they  hikd  been  stoned ;  and  the  inf  orma- 
tion  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
went  even  furiiher  than  that — to  the 
effect  that  no  batoning  took  place  until  the 
police  had  been  actually  attacked.  The 
House  must  know  that  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  suppress  a  meeting  of  this 
character,  where  there  is  a  crowded 
Eissembly,  without  serious  collision  be- 
tween the  police  and  the  crowd ;  but  in 
this  case  no  such  collision  took  place, 
and,  so  far  from  life  being  lost,  no  serious 
injury  at  all  took  place.  That  takes  away 
the  very  foundation  for  the  demand  for 
an  inquiry.  The  case  of  the  Belfast 
riots  was  a  very  difEerent  thing.  There 
riots  had  been  going  on  day  after  day  in 
the  streets  of  Belfast,  in  which  numbers 
of  persons  were  shot  down  and  actually 
deprived  of  life.  That  case  is  not  to  be 
compared  with  the  suppression  of  a  meet" 
ing  in  which,  owing  to  the  forbearance  not 
only  of  the  police,  but  also,  I  am  happy 
to  add,  of  the  people,  no  serious  occurrence 
has  taken  place.  No  serious  attempt  has 
been  made  to  show  that  the  action  of  the 
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GoTemment  in  suppressing  this  meeting 
has  been  flleg^l,  and,  if  it  is  so,  any  man 
■whohasbeeninjnred  hasbisremedyatlaw. 
Further,  I  will  say  that  I  think  that  the 
manner  in  which  the  police  discharged 
their  duty  on  this  occasion  deserves  onr 
common&tion. 

'  (10.25.)  Mb.  T.  HARRINGTON: 
I  think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken  should  define 
what  he  means  by  serious  injury  to 
an  Inshman  if  he  does  not  consider 
four  blows  from  a  baton  and  then 
being  kicked  by  a  policeman  serious 
injury.  What  a  lesson  the  Irish  police 
will  read  from  this !  If  one  incitement 
more  than  another  could  be  urged  on  the 
police  to  deal  thoroughly  and  efEectnally 
with  the  heads  of  any  unfortunate  people 
with  whom  they  may  come  into  contact, 
it  would  be  found  in  the  two  speeches 
delivered  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site to-night.  If  they  mean  anything 
they  are  a  direct  censure  on  the  police 
for  not  taking  the  lives  of  their  victims, 
and  they  are  a  proof  to  the  people  of  this 
country  that  the  ttkking  of  Uberties  with 
the  rights  of  Irishmen  is  not  a  subject 
for  discussion  in  this  House.  I  was  my- 
self a  witness  of  the  scenes  in  Tipperary, 
and  I  confess  that  the  gross  manner  in 
which  every  incident  which  occurred  in 
Ireland  is  misrepresented  makes  me 
ashamed  of  the  manner  in  which  the  law 
is  administered  in  that  country.  The 
word  of  the  most  drunken  and  rowdy 
policeman  is  taken  as.  gospel  by  the 
Chief  Secretary ;  while  the  words  of  hon. 
Members  of  this  House  who  have  gone 
through  the  occurrences  and  pledged 
their  honour  to  the  accuracy  of  their 
accounts  are  sneered  at  and  disregarded. 
I  assert  that  not  one  single  stone  was 
thrown  until  the  last  of  the  meetings  in 
the  town  had  been  suppressed.  I  my- 
self was  seated  on  the  carriage  which 
followed  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Alayo, 
in  company  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
North-East  Cork,  and  not  only  did  the 
police  baton  the  people  who  attempted 
to  come  up  and  speak  to  us,  or  shake 
hands  with  us,  but  they  also  used  their 
batons  on  the  horses  in  the  carriage.  We 
are  told  that  the  meeting  was  proclaimed 
because  it  would  lead  to  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  and  because  it  was  an  outdoor 
meeting  in  support  of  a  combination 
against  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Hunts.  But  if  this  was  so,  why  would 
not  a  meeting  indoors  have  effected  the 
JUr.  Madden 
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same  objects  t  Would  it  not  be  quite  as 
likely  to  lead  to  intimidation  as  an  out- 
door meeting  t  We  intend  to  maintain  the 
right  of  public  meeting  in  our  country. 
When  we  do  attempt  to  hold  a  meeting 
in  the  open-air,  the  meeting  is  pro- 
claimed because  it  is  illegal ;  but  if  we 
merely  closed  the  door  and  shut  out  the 
Government  reporter,  and  taught  any 
abominable  doctrine,  the  meeting  would 
be  legal.  Is  that  an  argument  to  address 
to  the  House  of  Commons  ?  If  our  object 
were  unlawful,  and  wo  desired  to  preach 
boycotting  and  combination  against  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Hunts,  we  must 
accept  the  miserable  compromise  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  offered  us. 
But  is  the  combination  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Hunts  illegal  ?  Who 
has  yet  argued  that  it  is  illegal  ?  There 
has  been  no  resistance  to  the  law  on  that 
estate,  no  fortification  of  houses ;  and  is 
there  any  Judge  who  would  not  laugh 
at  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
if  he  alleged  that  combination  against 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Hunte  was 
sufficient  reason  for  suppressing  the 
meeting }  I  am  surprised  that  one  occupy- 
ing the  position  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  get  up  and  endeavour  to 
address  the  argument  to  us.  We  have 
as  much  right  to  combine  against  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Hunts  in  respect 
to  lands  and  rents  as  have  the  electors  to 
combine  against  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Balfour)  in  ^lanchester.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  denied  that  there 
were  any  persons  shadowed  in  Ireland 
except  those  suspected  of  being  concerned 
in  boycotting,  but  I  can  tell  him  that  when 
he  goes  back  to  Manchester  he  will  find 
that  two  or  three  of  his  most  influential 
supporters  among  the  Conservatives 
have  been  persistently  shadowed  by  the 
police.  Tlie  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  has  given  a  legal 
opinion  upon  the  right  of  public  meet- 
ing. The  unfortunate  peasant  of  Tip- 
perary, if  he  endeavours  to  assert  the 
right  of  public  meeting  gets  his  head 
smashed.  The  Attorney  General  says 
he  has  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Irish 
County  Courts,  or  he  can  ultimately 
come  to  the  House  of  Lords.  That  is  a 
convenient  course,  no  doubt,  for  the 
Irish  peasant,  wishful  to  assert  his 
rights,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
he  adopts  it,  the  time  will  be  long 
before  he  gets  his  rights  through  that 
avenue.     But  the  Irish  peasantry  prefer 
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to  iake  iihe  more  manly  course  of  insist- 
ing on  the  right  of  public  meeting,  and 
thej  defy  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
all  hia  agents  to  prevent  them  asserting 
that  right.  Here  is  a  very  curious  thing 
we  have  had  from  the  Attorney  General. 
He  has  passed  over  all  the  incidents  and 
attacks  at  the  various  small  meetings, 
and  neither  he  nor  the  Chief  Secretary 
has  attempted  to  answer  what  is  grave 
in  our  charge.  The  Attorney  General 
admits  that  the  mere  proclamation  hy 
the  GiOTemment  has  no  effect  upon  the 
light  of  public  meeting.  He  says 
that  you  must  judge  of  the  pub- 
lic meeting  altogether  hy  its  surround- 
ings and  circumstances.  One  of  the 
reasons  given  for  proclaiming  that  this 
meeting  in  Tipperary  was  illeg^  was 
that  squibs  or  bombs  were  used.  But 
these  squibs  were  used  before  in  the 
English  meeting  in  Tipperary,  to  which 
every  word  he  htis  spoken  might  have 
been  i^lied  with  greater  force  than  in 
the  present  instance,  but  which  was  not 
attempted  to  be  interfered  with.  Why 
attunpt  to  justify  your  position  by  shabby 
aignments  of  this  kind  ?  We  have  heard 
a  speech  from  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
'fyrone,  a  oharaoteristio  speech,  and  evi- 
dently prepared  for  some  other  occasion. 
In  fact,  I  sat  for  a  long  time  admiring 
the  dexterity  with  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber applied  to  this  occasion  a  brief  which 
was  evidently  intended  for  some  Scotch 
or  English  platform,  denunciatory  of 
Members  on  these  Benches  and  com- 
mending the  Government.  What  is  the 
lesson  taught  the  Irish  police?  That  they 
may  be  encouraged  to  drunkenness  and 
riotous  conduct  on  these  occasions,  and 
that  next  they  will  be  shielded  and  de- 
fended in  this  House.  Surely  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  cannot  but  think  that  on 
some,  at  all  events,  of  these  occasions, 
he  may  be  deceived.  He  is  very 
sceptical  about  the  statements  of  Irish 
Members,  but  he  has  implicit  faith  in  any 
Irishman  who  will  act  on  his  own  side. 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  any  of 
these  occasions  put  to  the  test  the  in- 
formation which  he  gives  to  this  House, 
and  which  he  derives  from  officers  in  Ire- 
land? I  am  surprised  that  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  has  not  some  regard  for  his 
own  character.  He  must  laiow  that  it 
ia  a  very  serious  thing  for  one  in  his 
responsible  position,  with  the  eyes  of  the 
world  upon  him,  that  the  statements  of 
hon.  Members  in  this  House   and  the 


information  which  he  gives  as  derived 
from  the  police  are  snre  to  be  as  wide  as 
the  poles  asunder. 

(10.40.)  Captain  BETHELL  (York, 
E.R.,  Holderness)  :  Sir,  I  have  listened 
with  attention  to  the  Debate,  and  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  there  has  been  no 
answer  given  to  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo.  This  is 
not  an  ordinary  case,  because  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  spoke  of  a 
matter  of  which  he  had  not  only 
personal  knowledge,  but  in  which 
he  was  absolutely  an  actor.  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  I  understand, 
was  not  able  to  answer,  right  off,  the 
detailed  statement,  but  the  hon.  Member 
has  a  personal  acquaintance  with  what 
occurred.  I  most  respectfully  submit 
to  the  House,  and  to  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  Chat  the  meetings  ought  not  to- 
be  dispersed  until  notice  has  been  given, 
and  that  people,  if  they  are  flying,  ought 
not  to  be  pui-sued  and  batoned.  I  say 
these  few  words,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  con- 
siderable regret,  because  I  have  been  a 
very  consistent  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  in  whom,  I 
am  bound  to  say,  I  have  great  confidence. 
But  I  also  have  very  great  confidence 
that  when,  upon  further  inquiry,  he  finds 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  to  be  true,  he  will  take  care 
to  administer  such  rebuke  as  may  be 
necessary.  I  do  not  wish  on  this 
subject  to  engage  in  any  Debate,  but  as 
to  tiie  system  of  shadowing  described,  it 
is  to  my  mind— and  I  use  the  word  not 
in  its  blasphemous  sense — damnable. 
•(10.42.)  Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wol- 
verhampton. E.)  :  I  doubt  whether,  in  the 
observations  I  propose  to  address  to  the 
House,  I  could  add  anything  to  the 
force  and  effect  of  what  the  hon^ 
Member  has  just  said  with  reference 
reference  to  the  present  administration 
in  Ireland.  I  hope,  however,  that  the 
expression  of  opinion  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  given  utterance  to  "will 
have  weight  with  the  Government  as 
indicating  opinions,  though  they  may 
not  think  so,  which  are  entertained  by  a 
large  section  of  their  supporters  both  in 
the  House  and  out  of  it.  [Ministerial 
cries  of  "No,  no."]  Hon.  Gentlemen 
may  cry  "No,  no  now,  but  I  know 
what  they  will  say  when  they  go  before 
their  constituents.  Many  years  ago  Mr. 
Bright  said  he  had  observed  that  any 
recital  in  the  House  of  the  wrongs  or 
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snfEerings  of  Irel&nd  was  met  with 
denial,  insalt,  or  contempt.  I  think  we 
may  say  this  evening  that  all  those  three 
manifebtations  of  feeling  have  been 
meted  out  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
Irish  people  The  Honse  has  heard  the 
denial  which  the  Chief  Secretary  in- 
variably gives  to  every  statement  made 
in  the  House,  no  matter  what  the  evi- 
dence may  be  by  which  it  was  supported, 
in  which  he  always  shelters  himself  from 
being  brought  to  book  to  prove  his 
statement  by  saying,  "  I  am  informed  ; 
from  the  information  I  have  received ;  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  is  not  telling  the  truth;  I 
will  not  tell  you  the  names  of  those 
from  whom  I  have  received  my  informer 
tion ;  I  will  give  you  no  opportunity  of 
testing  that  information  as  to  whether  it 
is  correct  or  incorrect,  but  I  deny  it." 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  with  refer- 
ence to  the  administration  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  Bridgeton 
Division.  I  have  sat  in  this  House 
through  the  administrations  of  several 
Chief  Secretaries :  and  I  hope  my  right 
hon.  Friend  will  pardon  me  if  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  mode  in  which  the  Irish 
Chief  Secretary,  whether  Mr.  Forster  or 
my  right  hon.  Friend  in  his  day,  or  the 
present  Chief  Secretary,  have  invaiiably 
announced  to  the  House  that  from  in- 
formation they  have  received  the  state- 
ments of  the  Irish  Members  are  in- 
correct, has  led  me  to  form  a  very  hesi- 
tating opinion  as  to  the  value  of  the  evi- 
dence which  is  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Irish  Chief  Secretaries.  No  man 
has  a  higher  opinion  than  I  have  of  the 
extraordinary  acuteness  and  intel- 
lectual power  of  the  Chief  Secretary. 
I  will  not  insult  the  right  hon.  G«ntle- 
man  by  suggesting  for  a  moment  that  he 
really  m  his  heart  of  hearts  believes  what 
he  read  to  the  Honse.  We  have  had  to- 
night one  of  the  usual  stories  of  denial. 
I  do  not  suppose  the  Government  would 
grant  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  for  the 
very  good  reason  that  they  dare  not. 
Hon.  Members  have  stated  what  they 
saw  with  their  own  eyes.  They  have 
recited  assaults  committed  upon  them- 
selves by  the  servants  of  the  Crown.  The 
Government  have  no  evidence  contra- 
dicting the  statement  except  a  blank 
denial,  and  they  refuse  to  give  the  House 
an  opportunity  of  inquiring  into  the 
truth  of  statements  made  by  some  of  its 
own  Members. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler 


*Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  only 
assault  which  was  alleged  was  admitted. 
I  mean  the  one  that  was  made  on  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo. 

•Me.  H.  H.  FOWLER :  I  understood 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  deny  the 
statement  of  my  hon.  Friends.  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  said  that 
the  law  in  reference  to  public  meetings 
was  the  same  in  England  as  in  Ireland. 
In  England,  however,  the  question 
whether  a  meeting  was  lawful  or  im- 
lawfnl  would  have  to  go  not  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  but  to  a  Jury,  but  in  Ireland 
it  has  to  go  to  a  Resident  Magistrate.  In 
England  the  question  as  to  whether  an 
assembly  is  an  unlawful  one  or  not  would 
have  to  be  tried  by  a  Jury,  and  the 
common  sense  of  the  Jury  would  have  to 
be  brought  to  bear  on  the  question 
whether,  having  regard  to  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  there  was  evidence  to 
convince  them  that  the  meeting  was 
held  with  criminal  intention  or  was  other- 
wise  unlawful.  In  Ireland,  however, 
it  is  otherwise,  and  instead  of  being 
tried  by  a  Jury  these  things  have  to  be 
decided  by  a  Resident  Magistrate.  I  am 
reading  from  the  opinion  of  one  of  the 
greatest  lawyers  at  the  English  Bar,  who 
is  substantially  quoting  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Justice  Patteson  given  on  this  ques- 
tion many  years  ago. 

Me.  madden  :  What  I  sUted  was  that 
any  person  who  has  been  interfered  with, 
as  he  alleges,  unlawfully  in  a  public 
assembly  or  meeting,  which  he  alleges  to 
be  a  lawful  meeting,  has  in  Ireland,  as 
in  England,  a  right  to  bring  his  action. 
That  civil  action  in  Ireland,  as  in  Eng- 
land, must  go  before  a  Jury,  and  if  the 
Judge  who  tries  that  action  misdirects 
the  Jury  upon  the  law,  the  plaintiff  has 
an  appeal,  first  to  the  Court  of  Appeal 
in  Ireland,  and  ultimately  to  the  House 
of  Lords. 

•Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  :  I  must  express 
my  amusement  at  the  idea  of  aTipperary 
peasant  going  to  the  Honse  of  Lords. 
Such  a  thing  as  bringing  a  civil  action  is 
not  practicable  in  such  cases.  Attend- 
ing an  unlawful  meeting  is  a  criminal 
ofEence.  A  man  is  indicted  for  it  in  this 
country,  and  in  Ireland  he  goes  before 
the  Resident  Magistrate— Colonel  Cad- 
dell,  or  somebody  else.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  used  very  extraordinary  lan- 
guage when  he  said  the  proclamation 
made  a  meeting  unlawful,  and  when  he 
added,  "We  will  permit  or  not  permit 
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snch  a  meeting,"  hjB  has  no  power 
l^ly  to  allow  or  disallow  such  a 
meeting.  He  may  declare  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Government,  it  is  nn- 
hvfnl,  and  if  a  man  attended  it  he 
runs  the  risk  of  being  punished  in  the 
erent  of  it  being  proved  to  have  been 
onla'wftil.  The  Honse  will  be  led  very 
much  astray  from  the  point  of  this 
Debate  if  we  get  into  a  discussion  as  to 
the  lawful  or  unlawful  meetings,  as  to 
the  Plan  of  Campaign,  or  as  to  the 
legality  or  illegality  of  the  proceedings 
in  Tipperary.  What  has  been  brought 
before  the  House  is  the  brutality  of  the 
police,  the  injustice  of  the  Resident 
Magistrates,  and  the  infamous  system  of 
shadowing  the  Queen's  subjects  in  Ire- 
land. Admitting,  merely  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  that  this  meeting  was  an 
unlawful  one,  still  the  police  had  not  the 
right  to  disperse  it  in  this  brutal  manner, 
and  before  they  had  declared  to  all 
present  that  the  meeting  was  unlawful 
and  they  must  return  to  their  homes. 
That,  at  any  rate,  is  the  law  in  this 
country.  1  would  ask  right  hon.  and 
hon.  (jentleman  opposite  if,  for  a 
moment,  they  will  strip  this  question  of 
its  Party  aspect,  whether,  in  adminis- 
tering the  law  relating  to  the  police  of 
this  country,  they  would  allow  English 
police  constables  to  behave  as  the  Irish 
policemen  behaved  on  this  occasion ! 
We  are  told  by  hon.  Members  that 
they  saw  the  police  batoning  the 
crowd,  and  the  Chief  Secretary  has  not 
denied  it  There  were  five  Members  of 
Parliament  standing  together,  and  they 
heard  the  order  given,  "  Charge  with 
jour  batons,  and  clear  those  men  out." 
I  do  not  understand  that  to  be  denied, 
and  I  ask,  Is  this  the  sort  of  thing  which 
Hon.  Members  opposite  would  allow  to 
lake  place  in  this  country  ?  But,  Sir,  we 
have  to  look  at  this  case  not  only  as  it 
^fects  the  people  of  Ireland,  but  also  as 
It  affects  the  rights  of  Members  of  this 
Honae.  Half  l^ese  things — I  may  say 
9-10th8  of  them — are  done  because  some 
fit  those  present  are  Members  of  Parlia- 
nent,  and  not  because  they  are  acting  in 
»  private  capacity.  I  cha^e  the  Chief 
Secretary  with  systematically  doing  his 
utmost  to  bring  Irish  Members  of  Parlia- 
inent  into  contempt  because  they  are 
Ambers  of  Parluunent;  and  that,  I 
wntend,  is  conduct  unworthy  of  any 
%li8h  Minister.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Poplar  (Mr.  S.  Buxton)  took 
VOL  CCOXLV.       [noKD  sEBtBs.] 


a  prominent  part  last  autumn — a  part 
weU  worthy  of  his  great  ability — in  the 
conflict  then  going  on  between  capital 
and  labour  in  the  East  of  London.  Can 
any  Member  of  this  Honse  conceive 
what  would  be  the  position  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  in  setting  con- 
stables to  shadow  the  footsteps  of  my 
hon.  Friend,  wherever  he  went,  from 
morning  to  night,  listening  to  everything 
he  said,  taking  note  of  everyone  he 
spoke  to,  and  generally  dogging  his  pro- 
gress as  he  went  about  from  one  place  to 
another  1  I  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
— I  ask  this  House — would  such  a  thing 
as  that  be  tolerated  in  this  city  for  half 
an  hour  ?  Why,  Sir.  there  is  no  English 
Minister  who  would  dare  to  incur  the 
responsibility  for  such  a  course  of  pro- 
cedure, or,  if  such  a  Minister  could  be 
found,  he  would  not  be  able  to  retain 
office  for  a  single  week.  But,  as  I  have 
said,  the  Irish  Members  are  to  receive 
unjust  treatment  of  this  kind  because 
they  are  Irish  Members.  But  who  is  it 
you  employ  to  treat  them  in  this  matter  ? 
They  are  the  Resident  Magistrates  and 
the  police — the  men  whom  the  Irish 
Members  feel  it  necessary  to  criticise  in 
this  House,  the  men  whose  conduct  they 
impeach — these  are  the  men  you  set  to 
insult  them  in  every  vray,  so  that,  if 
possible,  you  may  send  those  Members  to 
prison.  I  say  that  this  conduct  is  un- 
worthy of  the  Government,  and  unworthy 
of  the  traditions  of  this  House.  We  arc 
all  Members  of  one  Parliament,  and 
what  we  wish  to  preserve  is  the  integrity 
of  that  Parliament,  but  there  are,  in  fact, 
two  ParUaments  in  this  House,  and  the 
Gentlemen  who  sit  on  that  (the  Minis- 
torial)  side  are  not  treated  in  the  same 
way  as  those  who  sit  below  the  Gangway 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  That  is  the 
gravamen  of  the  charge.  The  question 
is  not  whether  a  meeting  is  legal  or 
illegal,  but  whether  the  police  of  Ireland 
are  systematically  encouraged  in  tramp- 
ling on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people.  The  question  is  whether  these 
Resident  Magistrates,  ignorant  of  law 
and  ignorant  of  justice,  virtually  police 
officers — faithful  servante,  I  admit,  of 
the  Executive,  and  nothing  else — are  to 
be  allowed  to  degrade  and  disgrace 
the  administration  of  justice.  Our 
vote  tonight  will  be  a  protest  against 
that  branch  of  the  Irish  Executive, 
and,  although  we  may  be  beaten, 
and  no  doubt  we  shall  be  b^ti^n,  the 
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day  is  coming  very  rapidly  when  the 
English  people  will  have  a  word  to  say 
upon  this  qaestion.  Then  the  Represen- 
tatives of  the  liberty-loving  people  of 
England  and  Scotland  will  know  how  to 
deal  with  these  oiScials  in  Ireland. 

(10.58.)     Mb.  gill  :  I  desire  to  offer 
a   word    or  two  before  this  discussion 
closes.     If  the  ordinary  courtesies  which 
are  supposed  to  govern  the  Debates  of 
this  House  were  regarded  in  relation  to 
the  Irish  Members  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary for  me  or  any  one  present  on  these 
Benches  to  get  up  and  corroborate  the 
statements  that  have   been  made  on  the 
responsibility  of  an  hon.  Member  of  this 
House.      My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Elaat  Mayo  has  given  a   narrative  of 
what  he  himself   witnessed,  which  has 
had  the  effect  of  impressing   even  some 
of   the   hon.  Members   opposite,  and  the 
reply  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  has  mainly  consisted  of 
denials  made  in  the  names  of  anonymous 
policemen  whose  conduct  is  the  subject 
of  our  investigation.    As  one  who  accom- 
panied my  hon.  Friend  into  the   square 
of  Tipperary  on  the  Sunday  on  which 
the  meeting  was  held,   I  was  an  eye- 
witness to  the   scenes  he  has  described, 
and  stood  among  the  group  which  the 
police      charged     with      their     batons. 
Every    single    circumstance     that    my 
hon.  Friend  has  detailed,  as  recording 
that    scene,    I    witnessed    and    herel^ 
corroborate,  and  there   are   four  other 
hon.  Members  who  can  do  the  same — and 
being  Members  of  this  House,  they  are, 
by  our  traditions,   entitled  to  have  their 
word  of  honour  believed.      In  spite  of 
all  this  testimony  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man gives  a  flat  denial  to  our  statements  ; 
and   this,    in   whatever   sort   of  Parlia- 
mentaiy  phrase  he   may  choose  to  dis- 
guise it,  simply  amounts  to  hurling  the 
lie  at  us  across  the  floor  of  this  House. 
The   Chief    Secretary's    statement    has 
received  a  comment  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House  which,  I  think,   is  one    of 
the  first  symptoms  of  the  opinion  which 
will  be  passed  on   him   by    the    English 
nation.     The   observations  of  the   hon. 
and    gallant  Member  opposite  were  a 
sufficient  answer  and  rebuJie  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  right   hon.    Gentleman,   not 
only  as  to  the  meeting  at  Tipperary  and 
the  scenes  which  took  place  there,  but 
also  as  to  his  conduct  during  the  Debate 
this  evening.     The  speech  of  the  right 
Mr.  M.  H.  Fotaler 


hon.  Gentleman  was  not  only  indecent 
in  its  method  as  denying  the  truth 
of  statements  made  by  Members  of 
this  House  on  their  word  of  honour 
but  it  was  insulting.  His  speech  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  since  met  the 
speeches  of  hon.  Members  on  this  side 
by  sneers  and  laughter,  are  all  charac- 
teristic of  the  manner  in  which  he 
administers  the  law  in  Ireland.  The 
scenes  which  occurred  in  Tipperary  on 
the  Monday,  and  to  which  no  reference 
has  been  made  in  the  Debate,  are 
equally  worthy  of  the  condemnation  of 
the  House  and  equally  illustrate  the  rule 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  Mem- 
bers for  East  Mayo  and  North-East  Cork 
and  myself  were  followed  about  by  the 
police,  who  batoned  every  group  of 
people  they  saw  in  our  vicinity.  Twenty 
times  during  the  day  I  saw  the  poUoe 
bustling  the  people  about,  and  with  my 
own  eyes  I  saw  one  policeman  strike  a 
poor  woman  on  the  face  with  his  fist 
whilst  she  was  held  by  another.  I  sub- 
mit that  if  ever  there  was  a  case  for 
having  an  inquiry  it  is  the  transactions 
connected  with  the  suppression  of  these 
meetings.  An  unanswerable  case  has 
been  made  out  to-night,  and,  though 
the  Division  will  be  against  us,  I  beheve 
the  Debate  will  not  be  ineffectual  in  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  English  people 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  rule  in 
Ireland,  and  that  it  will  be  an  effec- 
tual means  of  bringing  about  the  self- 
government  of  Ireland  which  we  have 
every  hope  of  securing  at  tho  next 
General  Election. 

(11.5)  Mk.  PARNELL  (Cork)  :  I  cer- 
tainly expected,  as  I  thinTi  many  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  expected,  that  we 
should  have  had  some  intelligible  answer 
from  a  spokesman  of  the  Government  in 
response  to  the  suggestion  which  was 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  with  regard  to  an  inquiry 
into  the  unhappy  circumstances  com- 
plained of  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  is  armed  with  very 
important  and  extensive  power;  he  is 
practically,  through  his  agents,  intrusted 
in  Ireland  with  the  power  of  life  and 
death ;  and  I  think  that  the  country  and 
the  House  ought  to  insist  that  those 
powers  shall  be  used  not  unnecessarily, 
but  with  judgment  and  discretion,  and, 
if  there  is  to  be  action  of  a  punitive 
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ciiaiacter,  it  shall  be  taken  not  against 
poor  people,  snob  as  those  who  suffered 
on  tms  occasion,  but  against  those  whom 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  con- 
sider to  be  ringleaders  and  responsible 
penons.  In  the  history  of  events  such 
as  those  which  have  happened  at 
!npperary  nothing  ^has  struck  me  so 
mnch  as  the  utter  disregard  of  public 
rights  and  liberty  which  has  been  shown 
on  all  occasions.  It  appears  to  be 
assumed  that  the  poor  people  are  to  be 
bmtallj  intimidateid  and  ill-treated  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  them  from 
exercising  that  right  which  is  the 
dearest  right  of  Britons — the  right  of  free 
assembly  and  free  meeting — so  that  it 
may  be  made  impossible  for  a  public 
assembly  of  any  land  to  be  h^ld  when- 
ever the  right  hon.  Gentleman  chooses 
to  say  it  shall  not  be  allowed.  This  is 
not  your  interpretation  in  England  of 
the  right  of  free  meeting  and  free  as- 
sembly and  freedom  of  speech ;  and  it 
ought  not  to  be  in  Ireland.  If  any  law 
has  been  transgressed — if,  in  the  an- 
nouncement of  Thursday  the  law  was 
transgressed — due  notice  should  have 
been  given  to  the  peasantiy  of  Tip- 
perary  before  they  assembled  and 
before  this  terrible  risk  was  incurred, 
a  risk  which  was  not  so  slight  as  the 
right  hon.  G«ntleman  would  have  us 
behere,  because  there  were  no  fewer 
than  150  people  treated  in  the  hospitals 
of  the  district  as  a  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  police  on  that  occasion. 
People  were  treated  in  the  hospitals 
mostly  for  horrible  injuries  about  the 
head.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew 
that  this  meeting  was  to  be  held  on 
Sunday.  Why  was  not  notice  given  on 
Friday  t  It  could  have  been  given  on 
Thursday.  But  no  notice  was  g^ven 
until  Saturday.  And  then  what  was  the 
action  of  the  police?  No  attempt  was 
made  in  the  town  of  Tipperary  to  hold 
any  meeting  whatever ;  but  tiie  police, 
acting  on  their  instructions,  wherever 
they  saw  two  or  three  persons  g^athered 
together,  charged  them  and  assaulted 
them  in  the  manner  which  has  been 
described  by  my  hon.  Friend.  They 
charged  them  with  their  batons,  they 
struck  them  about  the  head,  and  they 
intimidated  them  and  injured  them  as 
muchasthey  possibly  could  withouttheuse 
<tf  firearms.  That  is  not  the  way  to  treat 
people  who  were  at  least  not  primarily  re 
sponsiblefortheproceedingsobjectod  toby 


the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  has  passed 
over  my  hon.  Friends  the  Members  for  East 
Mayo  and  North-East  Cork,  and  he  has 
let  loose  these  armed  constables  upon  the 
peasants,  who  cannot  judge  as  to  the 
law  and  .as  to  the  rights  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter,  who  even  had  no 
notice  except  the  posting  of  the  Proclama- 
tion late  on  Saturday  that  the  Govern- 
ment held  that  this  meeting  was  illegal, 
and  who  only  thought  that  they  were 
doing  their  duty  to  their  country  in 
coming  in  response  to  the  summons  of 
their  leaders  to  take  part  in  this  meeting 
in  vindication  of  free  speech.  Is  that 
any  justification  for  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  attacking  them  in  this 
brutal  and  cowardly  fashion  ?  If  any- 
body  was  deserving  of  being  batoned, 
the  hon.  Members  for  North-East  Cork 
and  East  Mayo  were.  If  there  was  legal 
authority  for  any  blows  struck  in  'Kp- 
perary,  that  authority  would  have  been 
on  the  side  of  the  policeman  who  struck 
tho  hon.  Members.  No  such  attack  was 
made.  It  was  only  the  poor  peasants  of 
the  neighbourhood,  who  thought  they 
were  doing  their  duty  loyally  to 
their  leaders — just  as  the  constituents 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
think  they  were  doing  theirs  if  they 
came  to  a  meeting  summoned  in  his  con- 
stituency— who  had  to  feel  the  weight  of 
the  Government's  displeasure  and  to 
bear  back  to  their  fiumlies  and  humble 
cottages  the  marks  of  police  brutality, 
and  who  had  to  reflect  bitterly  on  the 
sort  of  justice  and  law  administered  in 
Ireland  by  the  orders  and  under  the  dis- 
pensation of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  people  of  Tipperary  have  gone  into 
this  struggle ;  they  may  be  right  or  they 
may  be  wrong.  That  question  is  not 
concerned  here,  but  whether  they  are 
right  or  wrong  they  have  gone  into  it 
out  of  a  feeling  of  loyalty  to  their 
leaders  and  to  their  country,  and  be- 
cause they  honestly  think  that  they  are 
doing  their  duty  to  their  country  in  the 
only  way  that  is  possible  for  them. 
Better  treatment  should  have  been 
extended  to  them  than  the  horrible 
and  infamous  brutality  which  has  been 
related  to  us  to-night  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North-East  Cork.  If  there  is 
law  on  the  side  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  why  should  he  not  have  in- 
stituted his  proceedings  against  the 
leaders — why  should  he  have  studiously 
shielded  the  Iea4er8  from  attack,  aud 


427         Western  Australia 


{COMMONS} 


Constitution  BiU. 


428 


hare  selected  poor  and  obscure  persons 
for  this  treatment  1  It  may  be  said  that 
these  peasants  have  open  access  to  the 
Courts.  We  know  what  an  action  of  law 
is  in  this  country ;  the  expenses  in- 
volved ;  and  how  many  weary  months  go 
by  before  the  wrongdoer  has  exhausted 
every  artifice  of  delay  and  the  injured 
person  can  approach  the  portals  of  justice 
to  obtain  redress.  It  is  worse  than 
mockery  to  tell  the  Tipperary  peasant, 
after  his  brains  have  been  dashed  out 
by  a  police  baton,  or  by  the  butt  of  the 
policeman's  rifle — it  is  a  mockery,  I  say, 
to  tell  him  to  go  into  a  Court  of  Law, 
and  if  he  should  succeed  in  identifying 
his  assailant,  to  recover  his  damages. 
But  supposing  that  he  had  asserted  his 
rights  stiU  further,  supposing  the  cele- 
brated blackthorns  of  Tipperary  had 
overpowered  the  batons  of  the  police, 
then  we  should  have  had  the 
sabres  of  the  dragoons  and  the 
rifles  and  bayonets  of  the  infantry, 
and  it  would  have  been  replied  that  the 
peasants  had  the  power  of  action  against 
the  soldiery  for  any  loss  of  life  or  injury 
to  person  that  they  might  have  suffered. 
But  this  is  a  question  of  notice,  of  the 
conduct  of  the  police  in  dispersing  these 
assemblies,  and  of  their  action  with 
regard  to  the  right  of  the  people  to  cheer 
a  popular  favourite  and  shake  hands  with 
him  free  from  assault  or  attack.  It  is  a 
question  of  rights  and  wrongs  which  can 
be  very  easily  investigated,  and 
in  reference  to  which  we  demand 
public  investigation  by  a  fair  tri- 
bunal. As  I  stated  at  the  outset,  I 
am  surprised  that  we  have  had  no 
definite  answer  from  some  responsible 
officer  of  the  Government  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  with  regard  to  his  suggestion 
that  the  whole  question  should  be  fairly 
and  openly  brought  forward,  and  that 
,the  blame  should  be  fairly  distributed — 
if  it  is  on  my  hon.  Friend,  let  it  be  placed 
on  his  shoulders ;  if  it  rests  witii  the 
Gtovernment  let  them  bear  it.  It  is  not 
fair  that  obscure  people,  Jthat  poor  and 
ignorant  people,  should  be  compelled  to 
suffer  for  the  bad  judgment  or  wrong- 
doing of  my  hon.  Friends  on  the  one  side 
or  of  the  Government  on  the  other.  If 
you  wish  to  maintain  the  law  in  Ireland, 
let  the  people  see  that  the  law  is  made 
for  them  just  as  much  as  for  their  betters, 
that  their  heads^and  bodies  are  as  sacred 
from  the  attacks  of  policemen's  truncheons 
Mr,  fameU 


as  the  heads  and  bodies  of  my  hon. 
Friends.  Let  them  see  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  an  equal  Government  and  a  firm 
Government — ^that  the  Government  will 
not  discriminate  between  persons.  When 
you  have  done  that  you  will  have  done 
the  first  thing  towards  establishing  your 
right  to  rule  in  Ireland,  for  the  only 
foundation  on  which  you  can  claim  to 
rule  her  is  the  consent  of  the  governed — 
the  consent  of  the  Irish  people. 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn." 

(11.20.)  The  Committee  divided  :— 
Ayes  220;  Noes  281.— (Div.  List,  No. 
123.) 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 

PURCHASE  OF  LAKD  AND  OONGBSTED 
DISTRICTS  (IRELAND)  BILL.— (No.  199.) 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
^;ain  upon  Monday  next. 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIA  OONSTITUTION 
(RE-COMMITTED)  BILL.— (No.  112.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

(11.39.)  SirG.  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  proceed  with  this 
very  important  BiU  at  this  time  of  the 
night.  The  measure  involves  the  most 
important  considerations,  and  I  think  the 
Committee  will  be  very  slow  to  deal 
with  the  affairs  of  this  enormous  tract  of 
country  in  the  short  time  now  at  onr 
disposal. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  entitled  to  discuss  the  Bill  as  a 
whole. 

Sib  G.  CAMPBELL :  What  I  was  about 
to  do  was  to  suggest  that  at  20  minutes 
to  12  o'clock  it  was  impossible  to  do  justice 
to  the  Bill.  I  think  it  will  be  better  that  I 
should  move  to  report  Progress,  and  I 
beg  to  do  so. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Sir  G. 
Ccrnipbell.) 
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•(11.40.)  The  FIBST  LORD  op  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  SiraH,  Strand, 
Westminster):  We  cannot  consent  to 
report  Progress.  Almost  the  whole 
House,  with  the  exception  of  the  hon. 
Memher,  desire  that  the  very  great 
labours  of  the  Committee  which  has  sat 
on  the  Bill  shonld  bear  fmit. 

(11.41.)  Me.  changing  (North- 
ampton,  E.) :  I  entirely  concur  in  the 
desirability  of  hastening  the  passage  of 
the  Constitution  of  Western  Australia, 
The  questions  which  have  to  be  raised 
before  the  Bill  posses  through  the 
House  are,  however,  of  such  importance 
that  I  think  my  hon.  Friend  is  justified 
in  asking  that  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hourahould  be  devoted  todiscussingthem. 
The  question  is,  whether  emigrants 
should  have  their  fair  share  in  the  future 
of  that  country.  I  think  that  question 
will  lead  to  long  discussion,  and  to  my 
mind  the  Grovernment  would  do  wisely 
in  assenting  to  the  suggestion  that  has 
been  put  forward. 

(11.42.)  Me.  J.  MORLEY  (New- 
castle-upon-Tyne) :  In  this  matter  I  am 
certainly  of  the  same  opinion  as  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  I  hope 
my  hon.  Friend  (Sir  G.  Campbell)  will 
not  press  hia  Motion.  This  Bill  was  fully 
discussed  on  the  Motion  for  the  Second 
Beading.  It  has  been  submitted  to  a 
very  strong  Select  Committee,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  were  most  assiduous  in 
their  attention  and  unanimous  in 
their  judgment  as  to  the  most  important 
parts  of  Qie  measure.  My  hon.  Friend 
behind  me  did  not  vote  upon  the  point 
which  he  is  now  apparently  going  to 
contend  for.  In  the  Committee  he  had 
an  opportunity,  of  which  I  think  he  can- 
not deny  he  amply  availed  himself,  of 
raising  all  questions.  I  think  that  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  in  which  the 
Aastralian  colonists  are  greatly  con- 
cerned, when  the  Governor  of  Western 
Anstralia  is  detained  in  this  country 
because  the  Bill  is  not  passed,  when  all 
the  colonists  are  of  one  mind  in  urging 
the  passage  of  the  Bill  as  soon  as  possible, 
we  ought  to  allow  the  measure  to  get 
through  the  House  as  soon  as  possible. 

(11.44.)  Mb.  LABOUCHERB  (North- 
ampton) :  I  think  there  would  be  a  good 
deal  in  the  observations  of  my  right  hon. 
JViend  if  it  were  possible  to  pass  the  Bill 
ftis  evening.  It  is,  however,  hardly 
worth  while  to  commence  it  at  this  late 
hoar.    It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 


almost  an  insult  to  the  Australian 
colonists  to  take  the  Bill  piecemeal — 
discussing  it  for  10  minutes  on  one 
night  and  10  minutes  on  another.  I 
think  the  Government  are  bound  to  bring 
it  on  at  a  reasonable  hour.  We  shall 
gain  nothing  by  merely  commencing  the 
discussion  this  evening.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  G.  Campbell)  has 
many  observations  to  make  on  the  Bill, 
and  the  only  result  of  going  on  with  the 
Cpmmittee  stage  to-night  will  be  that 
the  Government  reply  to  his  speech 
will  have  to  be  postponed  till  another 
day,  and  then  his  observations  will 
probably  be  repeated  by  someone  else. 
I  observe  that  in  the  case  of  discussions 
at  this  time  at  night,  when  an  hon. 
Member  states  his  reasons,  no  answer  is 
given  to  him  on  that  day,  and  practically, 
as  far  as  time  is  concerned,  nothing  is 
gained  by  hon.  Gentlemen  making 
observations.  Under  these  circumstances, 
it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  prolong  dis- 
cussion now,  and  I  would  urge  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treafluiy,  out  of  respect  to 
the  Australian  colonists,  to  put  down  the 
Bill  for  an  earlier  hour  some  other 
evening. 

Me.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  protest  against  the  passing  of  the 
Third  Reading  this  evening.  There  is  one 
question  which  alone  will  take  several 
hours  to  discuss — namely,  the  proposal  to 
grant  a  pension  of  £333  to  Mr.  Wharton,  in 
spite  of  the  protest  of  the  Western 
Australian  people. 

•The  under  SECRETARY  op  STATE 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Baron  H.  de  Worms, 
Liverpool,  East  Toiteth) :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  speaks  of  a  protest.  I  do  not 
know  anything  of  such  a  protest. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON :  I  have 
the  protest. 

•Baron  H.  de  WORMS :  No  such  pro- 
test has  been  made  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  I  cannot  admit  that  a 
document  such  as  that  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member  to  be  in  his  possession  can,  on 
that  ground,  be  assumed  as  coming 
within  the  cognisance  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  Of  course  I  cannot  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  Mr.  Warton's  pen- 
sion on  the  Motion  to  report  Progress. 

•Me.  CREMER  (Shorediteh,  Hagger- 
ston) :  I  entertain  the  greatest  possible 
respect  for  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Memberfor  Newcastle  (Mr. 
J.  Morley),  but  on  this  occasion  I  hope 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  will  per< 
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seyere  with  his  Motion.  It  is  monstrona 
to  proceed  with  a  measure  of  this  kind 
at  10  minntes  to  12  o'clock.  If  there 
were  no  other  reason  for  delaying  the 
consideration  of  this  measure,  I  think 
the  mmonrs  which  have  been  in  circula- 
tion during  the  last  two  or  three  weeks 
with  reference  to  the  objects  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  form  a  reason.  We 
know  what  has  been  going  on  in 
many  of  the  Australian  colonies,  and  we 
are  anxious  to  prevent  the  satne  evils 
arising  in  Western  Australia.  I  do  not 
say  the  rumours  are  true,  but  it  has  been 
said  that  the  Bill  is  promoted  by  a 
number  of  land  grabbers.  It  is  well 
that  such  a  ramour  should  be  disproved, 
if  possible.  Those  of  us  who  entertain 
broad  views  on  the  question  of  land 
tenure  reform  will  stoutly  resist  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  a  htmdfnl  of  men 
to  obtain  possession  of  the  land  of 
Western  Australia.  I  think  it  would  be 
most  unfortunate  for  this  country,  as 
well  as  for  the  colonists  themselves,  that 
the  Bill  should  be  passed  without  the 
most  serious  deliberation. 

Me.  MUNRO  FERGDSON(Leith,  &c.) : 
I  opposed  the  Second  Beading  of  the 
Bill  because  I  thought  the  measure  was 
proposed  in  great  haste  and  without  due 
consideration,  and  because  the  principle 
upon  which  it  proceeded  was  not  one 
which  commended  itself  to  my  mind. 
But  as  a  strong  Select  Committee  has 
reported  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  every  Australian 
Legislature  has  passed  a  unanimous  vote 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  pursue  my  opposition  any  further. 
At  the  same  time,  I  think  the  demand 
that  the  measure  should  be  brought  on 
.  at  an  early  hour  some  other  evening  is  a 
reasonable  one. 

*SiB  R.  N.  FOWLER  (London) :  I  agree 
very  much  with  the  view  expressed  by 
the  hon.  Oentleman.  I  was  not  in  favour 
of  the  Bill  originally,  but,  considering 
that  the  Australian  colonists  are  unani- 
mous in  favour  of  the  measure,  it  seems 
to  me  there  is  only  one  course  open  to 
the  House,  and  that  is  to  press  the  Bill. 
I  think,  too,  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  at 
any  hour. 

Sib  G.  CAMPBELL  :  As  reference  has 
been  made  to  the  Select  Committee,  I 
think  it  right  to  say  that  although  we 
had  ample  opportunity  of  discussing 
some  parts  of  the  Bill,  we  had  not  suffi- 
cient opportunity  of  discussing  the  most 
Mr.  Cremer 
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important  portion  of  the  Bill,  namely, 
the  disposal  of  the  temperate  southern 
lands.  If  the  Government  think  it 
worth  while  to  go  on,  I  shall  not  further 
resist  them. 
•Baeon  H.  de  worms  :  I  am  sure  the 
Members  of  the  Select  Committee  who 
are  present  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say 
that  the  statement  made  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  the  last  portion  of  the 
Bill  was  not  adequately  discussed,  is 
absolutely  without  foundation.  There 
was  no  sort  of  impediment  pnt 
on  the  discussion  of  the  Bill.  If 
hon.  Members  will  take  the  trouble 
to  read  the  Report,  they  will  see 
that  a  large  portion,  a  disproportionate 
amount  of  the  time  of  the  Committee 
was  occupied  by  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  Member  himself.  So  far  from  any 
check  being  put  on  the  discussion  of  the 
Bill  in  the  Select  Committee,  I  give  the 
statement  the  most  unqualified  denial. 

SiE  G.  CAMPBELL:  Ten  sittings 
were  held  to  take  evidence  on  the  Bill, 
and  the  discussion  of  the  Bill  is  limited 
to  one  sitting.  I  assent  that-  a  great 
part  of  the  time  was  occupied  in  con- 
sidering whether  the  northern  lands 
should  be  reserved.  When  we  come  to 
what  I  think  is  the  serious  part  of  the 
Bill,  the  question  of  making  over  to  the 
present  inhabitants  of  the  colony  the 
temperate  southern  lands.  Members 
commenced  to  peck  up  their  papers ;  not 
10  minutes  were  given  to  the  discus- 
sion. 

(11.57.)  De.  tanner  (Cork  Co., 
Mid) :  I  observe  that  the  Government 
are  pursuing  their  usual  tactics,  namely, 
dragging  on  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night 
a  measure  dealing  with  an  impori^nt 
colony.  They  actually  condescend  to 
devote  three  or  four  minutes  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a  Bill  which  really  gives  a 
new  Constitution  to  Western  Australia. 
Irish  Members  have  the  utmost  respect 
for  anything  that  falls  from  the  right 
hon.  Cientleman  the  Member  for  New- 
castle (Mr.  J.  Morley),  but  in  some 
matters,  notably  in  colonial  matters,  we 
have  to  consult  very  largely  the  opinions 
of  our  constituents,  and  I  assure  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Kirkcaldy 
that  if  he  had  not  moved  to  report 
Progress,  I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty 
to  do  so. 

It  being  midnight,  the  Motion  for 
Progress  lapsed  without  Question  put ; 
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and  the  Cluurinan  left  the  Chair  to  make 
his  Beport  to  the  Honae. 

Committee  to  ait  again  to-moraow. 

INDIAN    COUNCILS     BILL    [LORDS] 

(No.  197.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Second  Reading  be  deferred 
till  Thursday."— (.Sir  John  Gorst.) 

•Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton): 
I  think  the  GoTemment  ought  to  state 
when  this  Bill  will  be  taken.  There  was 
a  distinct  promise  given  on  the  part  of 
the  GoTemment  that  the  Debate  on  this 
Kll  should  be  taken  between  Easter  and 
Whitsuntide,  but  that  has  been  departed 
from.  I  do  not  wish  to  put  the  Govern- 
ment in  an  an&ir  position,  but  I  received 
notice  late  on  Saturday  night  that  the 
Bill  was  to  be  taken  to-day,  and  that  is 
not  a  fedr  carrying  out  of  the  arrange- 
ment that  Members  should  have  due 
notice  of  the  Bill  coming  on.  It  should 
be  set  down  as  the  first  or  second  Order, 
for  there  must  be  a  real  Debate  upon 
the  Second  Beading,  and  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  if 
tilers  is  no  intention  of  taking  the  Bill 
on  Thursday,  to  put  it  down  for  a  later 
day. 

Me.  BRTCB  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  desire 
to  confirm  what  has  been  said  by  the 
hon.  Member.  This  is  really  a  very 
important  matter,  and,  in  view  of  the 
interest  the  question  excites  in  India,  I 
hope  the  Gtovemment  will  make  arrange- 
ments for  a  reasonably  long  Debate  of 
three  or  four  hours. 

The  under  SECRETARY  op  STATE 
TOR  INDIA  (Sir  J.  Gobst,  Chatham) :  It 
vas  the  intention  to'  take  the  Second  Read- 
ing to<lay,  and  if  business  had  followed  its 
Dsnal  course  I  have  no  doubt  we  should 
have  been  able  to  do  so.  I  would 
snggest  that  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton should  to-morrow  put  a  ques- 
tion on  the  subject  to  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Leader  of  the  House. 

•Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  Then  Thursday 
is  merely  the  pro  formd  postponement, 
not  a  fixture? 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Thurs- 
day. 


SUPBItANNUATION  (WAK  DEPART- 
MENT) BILL.— (No.  297.) 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

De.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  :  I 
object. 

CoWNKL  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.):  No, 
no. 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression this  was  a  Glovemment 
measure,  but  I  find  it  is  promoted  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Woolwich,  and  I  make 
no  objection. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  ThattheBill  be  now  read  asecond  time." 
— (Colonel  Hughes?) 

Mb.  BBAUFOT  (Lambeth,  Kenning, 
ton):  1  do  not  rise  to  object  to  the 
Second  Reading,  but  I  would  ask  the 
Government  if  they  can  see  their  way  to 
make  a  small  extension  aud  bring  within 
the  scope  of  the  Bill  two  persons  who 
now  consider  themselves  suffering  under 
an  injustice  by  the  existing  state  of 
things.  Two  men  were  employed  in  the 
Seamen's  Registry  Office  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  were  led  to  expect  in  the 
same  way  aaemploySsin  the  Army  Depart- 
ment that  they  would  receive  pensions 
on  retirement.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
promise  was  made  to  them  in  so  many 
words,  but  neither  was  it  denied  in 
the  same  manner.  As  it  is,  after  28 
years'  service  they  find  themselves 
retired  with  the  magnificent  sum  of 
£iS  5b.  as  compensation.  I  would  urge 
the  Treasury  to  make  a  concession  so  far 
as  to  include  these  two  men  in  the  Bill ; 
it  will  be  an  act  of  justice  aud  will  con- 
fer great  happiness  on  two  deserving 
public  servants. 

The  SECRETARY  to  theTREASURT 
(Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.)  :  No,  Sir,  it  is 
not  possible  to  accept  the  suggestion. 
The  Bill  deals  with  ono  class  only,  and 
the  claims  have  been  very  carefully  con- 
sidered. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  (CUSTOMS  AND 
EXCISE)  DUTIES  BILL.— (No.  244.) 
COMMITTEE.     • 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Committee  be  deferred  till  to- 
morrow."— (Mr.  Jackson.)      ^  , 
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Sm  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby):  I 
should  like  to  ask  what  course  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  means  to  take  to-morrow. 
Supposing  the  Speaker  leaves  the  Chair, 
does  he  propose  to  proceed  with  the 
clauses  in  Committee  to-morrow  ? 

•The  president  or  thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchib, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  Tes,  Sir ; 
that  is  the  intention  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee):  I 
should  like  to  ask  you  a  question,  Mr. 
Speaker.  I  observe  there  are  three  or 
four  Instructions  put  down  on  the  Paper; 
one  most  important.  I  should  like  to 
ask  whether  they  are  in  order  or  not  ? 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  It  is  unusual  to 
ask  a  question  of  that  kind  until  the 
Order  is  reached,  and  about  to  be 
proceeded  with,  but  I  may  say  that  the 
instruction  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Paddington  is  in  order. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  deferred  until  to.morrow. 

SUPPLY— KEPORT. 

Resolution  [6th  June]  reported. 

EDUCATION  ESTIMATES. 
Class  IV. — Education,  Science,  and  Art. 
"That  a  gum,  not  exceeding  £2,182,224,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1891,  for  Public 
Education  in  England  and  Wales,  including 
Expenses  of  the  Education  Office  in  London." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

ALDEESHOT  ROADS  BILL.— (No.  298.) 

SECOND    BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  FINAIfCLA.L  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Brodeick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  I  hope  the  House 
will  agree  to  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill  now.  Shooting  has  been  carried  on 
at  Aldershot  with  some  danger  to  the 
public,  and  this  Bill  provides  for  making 
a  new  road  for  the  benefit  of  theilocality, 
obviating  all  danger.  I  have  conferred 
with  representatives  of  the  locaUty,  and 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  diflBcnlty  in 
the  matter. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (3/r.  Brodrick.) 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  have  no  quarrel  with  the  roadsj 


but  I  have  an  objection  to  Government 
business  being  carried  on  after  12 
o'clock. 

Second    Reading    deferred    tiU    to- 
morrow. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING   ACTS   AMEND- 
MENT (SCOTLAND)  BILL.— (No.  239.) 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  2. 

Committee    report    Prepress ;    to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 

DIRECTORS'  LIABILITY  BILL.— (No.  60.) 
Order  for  Consideration  of  Bill  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed) 

"  That  the  Consideration  of  this  Bill  be 

deferred  till  Wednesday." 

•Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.)  :  I  think  it  was  agreed  that  this 
Bill  should  not  be  taken  until  after  the 
Companies  Winding-Up  Bill,  which  had 
been  put  down  for  Monday  next  May  I 
suggest  that  this  Bill  should  be  set  do\A'n 
for  the  same  day. 

•The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE(SirM.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol,  W.) : 
If  the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
wishes  that  the  Bill  should  be  set  down 
for  Wednesday,  I  think  it  should  be 
deferred  to  that  day.  It  is  not  a  Govern- 
ment Bill,  and  it  does  not  follow  that  it 
will  be  taken  before  the  Winding-Up 
Bill. 

•Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLER:  It  wUl  bean 
advantage  to  deal  with  the  other  Bill 
first,  and  the  Bills  are  so  connected  that 
we  cannot  deal  with  this  Bill  first. 

•Mr.  BARING  (London):  As  I  sat  in 
the  Committee  upstairs  on  both  Bills, 
I  can  say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  mistaken ;  the  Bills  are  whoUy  indepen- 
dent of  each  other. 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  It  is  usual  to  ob- 
serve the  instruction  of  the  hon.  Member 
in  charge  of  a  Bill  as  to  the  date  of 
postponement. 

Consideration,   as  amended,   deferred 
till  Wednesday. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
(RE-COMMITTED)  BILL.— (No.  290.) 
•Me.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  :  I  hope  1 
may  ask  the  House  to  proceed  with  this 
stage  of  the  Bill.  There  is,  I  think,  no 
objection.  ^  . 
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Mk.  sexton  :  The  hon.  Member,  I 
believe,    accepts    the  Amendment    we 
suggested  on  the  last  occasion  ? 
•Mb.  p.  S.  POWELL :    I  accept  that 
Amendment. 

Mb.  J.  KELLY  (Camberwell,  N.) :  I 
moat  press  my  objection. 

Db.  TANNEE  :  I  withdraw  any  objec- 
tioQ  I  have  made. 

Committee  deferred  till  Wednesday. 

XEEES  (IRELAND)  BILL.— (No.  70.) 

Bill  considered  iu  Committee. 
(Li  the  Committee.) 

Clause  2. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
9,  after  the  word  "  shall,"  to  insert  the 
words  "sabject  as  hereinafter  men* 
tioned." — (^Mr.  Macartney.} 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Dk.  tanner  :  I  sincerely  hope  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  proposed  this 
Amendment  will  not  insist  upon  it.  It 
will  be  a  great  injustice  and  incon- 
venience to  tenants  to  insist  upon  their 
trarelling  long  distances  for  the  purpose 
of  registering.  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man wfll  withdraw  the  Amendment 
which  in  an  ill-advised  moment  he 
moved.  It  was  a  similar  Amendment 
QaA  wrecked  the  Bill  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  indeed  it  would  make  the 
Bin  worthless.  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
will  see  fit  to  withdraw  the  Amendment, 
which  I  cannot  accept,  and  I  cannot 
suppose  the  hon.  Member  really  believes 
this  is  in  the  interest  of  the  tenant 
&rmers. 

Mk.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim,  S.)  :  I 
do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House.  I 
cannot  accept  the  view  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, and  must  insist  on  my  Amendment. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 

ANGLESEY     ASSIZfc.8    AND    QUARTER 
SESSIONS  BILL.- (No.  248.) 

ffill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  (Committee.) 

CHauses  agreed  to. 

Preamble. 

Amendment  proposed. 
In  hne  2,  to  leave  ont  all  after  "  that,"  to 
"  county,"  in  line  S,  and   msart   "  it  may  'be 

VOL.  OCCXLV.    [thied  sebies.] 


lawful  to  hold  assizes  and  quarter  seadoas  for 
the  county  of  Angleeea  elsewhere  than  at 
Beaumaris." — {Mr.  Attorney  Stntral.) 

•The  under  SECRETTARY  or  STATE 
FOB  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Stuabt  Wobtlet,  Sheffield,  Hallam) :  It 
must  be  observed  that  in  allowing  this 
Bill  to  proceed  the  Government  give  no 
undertaking  that  the  Assizes  shall  be 
removed  from  Beaumaris  to  any  other 
place  in  Anglesey  until  the  Home  0£Bm 
is  satisfied  that  proper  accommodation 
has  been  made  at  sach  other  place  for 
prisoners  awaiting  trial. 

Amendment  screed  to. 

Bill  reported  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered to-morrow. 

PLACES  OF  WORSHIP   (SITES)  BILL. 
(No.  116.) 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
discharge. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL.— (No.  262.) 
SECOND  BEADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Me.  MARJORIBANKS  (Berwick- 
shire) :  This  Bill  is  simply  to  remove  an 
anomaly  in  certain  buighs  in  Scotland 
where  a  portion  only  of  theAct  of  1862 
has  been  adopted,  and  a  considerable  part 
of  the  electors  are  omitted  from  the 
Mnnioipal  and  County  Council  franchise. 
It  is  really  an  extension  of  the  franchise. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr.  Marjoribanhs.) 

De.  TANNER:  After  an  assurance 
from  a  leader  of  our  Party,  which  I 
unreservedly  accept,  I  offer  no  objection. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted  for  to-morrow. 

OPEN  SPACES  BILL  [LORDS].— (No.  303.) 
SECOND  BIADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
*SiB  J.  LUBBOCK  (London  Univer- 
sity) :  There  is  no  new  principle  in  this 
Bill,  it  is  merely  to  remove  certain  diffi- 
culties to  enable  authorities  to  take  over 
open  spaces  outside  their  own  area.  The 
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Bill  has  been  carefnlly    considered    in 
another  place,  and  it  is  in  print. 
Dr.  tanner  :  I  object. 

Bill  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

SALARIED  SHOP  ASSISTANTS'  "WEEKLY 

HALF-HOLIDAY  BILL.— (No.  203.) 

SECOND  BBADINO.      AOJOUBNED   DEBATE. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Second  Beading  [29th  April.] 

•Mr.  maple  (Camberwell,  Dulwioh)  : 
If  the  House  will  agree  to  read  the  BiU 
a  second  time  I  will  do  my  best  to  secure 
it  being  sent  to  a  Select  Committee,  to- 
gether with  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
opposite.  ' 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.) : 
I  have  a  strong  opinion  against  the  Bill ; 
but  I  should  be  content  if  it  were  sub- 
mitted to  a  Committee  upstairs. 

•SiE  J.  LUBBOCK :  I  hope  the  House 
will  agree  to  refer  the  two  Bills  to  a  Com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  :  I  object. 

Debate  further  adjourned  till  Monday 
n«xt. 

SHOPS  (WEEKLY  HALF-HOLIDAY) 

BILL.— (No.  131.) 

SEOOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

*SiB  J.  LUBBOCK :  I  hope  there  will 
be  no  objection  to  the  Second  Reading, 
upon  the  understanding  that  the  Bill  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  must 
maintain  my  objection.  I  understand 
that  there  is  no  likelihood  of  a  Com- 
mittee being  appointed.  My  objection 
would  be  removed  if  I  had  an  assurance 
on  the  point. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE:  Can  the  Go- 
vernment give  us  any  assurance  as  to 
whether  a  Committee  will  be  appointed 
or  not  ? 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Monday 
next. 

E00HE8TEE  BISHOPRIC  BILL. 
(No.  228.) 

SEOOND  BIADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
•Mb.    CAUSTON     (Sonthwark,   W.) : 
This  iaaveryinnooent  Bill,  itsobject  simply 
being  to  enable  the  Bishop  of  Rochester 
Sir  J.  Lubbock 


to  have  his  residence  in  any  part  of  his 
diocese,  instead  of  compelling  him  to 
reside  in  the  County  of  Surrey. 

Objection  taken,  Second  Reading  de- 
ferred till  to-morrow. 

MOTIONS. 


BAST  INDIA  XOIVIL  SERVANTS). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  apon  the  alleged  grievancei 
of  the  TJncovenanted  Civil  ServanU  of  India 
arising  from  the  change  in  the  relative  vala* 
of  gold  and  nlver  money  and  their  leave  and 
pension  mles." — (Sir  J.  Oortt.) 

Mb.  a.  O'CONNOR  (Donegal,  B.)  : 
I  object  to  the  Motion,  and  it  may 
perhaps  save  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
inconvenience  if  I  intimate  my  intention 
to  oppose  the  Motion  every  night,  though 
I  have  to  attend  for  that  purpose 
only. 

Motion  deferred  tiU  to-morrow. 

WATER  companies'   CHABGBS  BIU.. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Caoston,  BiU  to  regulate 
and  limit  the  powers  of  Water  Compania*  in 
ren>eot  of  their  Charges  for  the  supply  of  Water, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Oauston,  Mr. 
Beaufoy,  Mr.  Thomas  Henry  Bolton,  Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Mr.  Cremer,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr. 
Lawson,  Mr.  Montagu,  Mr.  Ootavina  V.  Mor- 
gan, Mr.  Piokersgill,  Mr.  Rowlands,  and  Mr. 
James  Stuart. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  3SS.'] 

beoistbation  or  assubances  (ibeiaitd) 
vox. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attorney  (}eneral  for  Ire- 
land, Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Laws 
relating  to  the  Begistaration  of  Deeds  and 
Judgments,  and  to  provide  for  the  Registration 
of  other  Assurances,  Acts,  and  Matters  affecting 
Land  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Baliour. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.   [BiU  333.] 

lACAL  BEGI8TBATI0N  OF  TITLE     (IRELAND) 
BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land,   Bill   to  establish    Local  Registries    of 
Titles  to  Land  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Balfour. 
BiU  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  S34.] 

House  adjourned  at  half  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday,  10th  Junt,  1890 


WESTEEN  AUSTRALIA  C30NSTITUTI0N 
BILL. 
Message  to   the   Commons   for  copy 
i       of  the  Reports,  <fec.,  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

FACTOBS   (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
A  Bill  to  extend  the  provisioaB  of  the  Factors 
Act,  1889,  to  Scotland— Was  presented  by  the 
tord  Watson:  read  I*;  to  be  printed;  and  to 
be  read  2*  on  Tuesday  next.     (No.  108.) 

lOBEIGK  J0EISO1CTION  (CONSOLIDATION) 
BILL. 
A  Bill  to  consolidate  the  Foreign  Jurbdiction 
,        Acts  -Was  presented  by  the  Lord  Chancellor ; 
read  I*;  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  1U9.) 

I  THE   SWEATING  SYSTEM. 

I  AiaODBMED  DEBATE. 

Order  of  the  Day  read  for  resuming 
the  adjonmed  Debate  on  the  Motion  of 
1       the    Lord    Kenry    {E.    Bii/nraven    and 
I       Mount-Earl)  to  resolve — 

i  "That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Honse,  legisla- 

1        tion  with  a  view  to  the  amelioration  of  the 
'        coqdition  of  the  people  suffering  under   that 
tyttem  is  urgently  needed." 

Debate  resumed  accordingly. 

•The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Loi-ds,  I 
wtks  in  hopes  that  this  Debate  might 
hare  closed  last  night,  and  that  it  von  Id 
not  have  been  necessary  for  me  to  ask 
your  Lordships'  indulgence;  but  I, 
in  obedience  to  what  I  believed  to  be  the 
wish  of  the  House,  ventured  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  Debate.  In  com- 
mon, I  have  no  doubt,  with*  most,  if  not 
all,  of  your  Lordships  who  attended  the 
Debate  last  night,  I  listened  with  much 
interest  and  unriosity  to  the  speech  of 
my  noble  Friend,  whose  notice  stood 
first  on  the  Paper.  I  listened  to 
it  with  interest  and  curiosity,  be- 
cause the  proceedings  of  this  Commit- 
tee have  been  mysterious  and  strange. 
Indeed,  I  almost  think  there  is  h&rdly  a 
parallel  case  to  what  occurred  last  night 
— two  successive  Chairmen  of  the  same 
Committee  fighting  a  duel  across  the 
House  over  the  Beport  which  had  been 
laid  upon  the  Table  by  that  Committee. 
VOL.  CCCXLV.       [thibd  sebies.] 


I  And  I  do  not  think,  my  Lords,  that 
this  matter  becomes  less  mysterious 
when  we  come  to  look  at  the  Reports 
of  the  Committee  and  that  drawn  up  by 
my  noble  Friend  Lord  Dunraven,  because, 
between  the  Reports  themselves,  with  the 
exception  of  one  paragraph  of  Lord 
Dnnraven's,  which  refers  to  adult  labour 
— in  reference  to  which  I  am  glad  to 
see  he  quotes  the  Trades  Union 
authorities  as  to  State  non-interference 
with  adult  male  labour — there  practically 
is  little,  if  any,  material  difference. 
And  certainly  from  the  speech  of  my 
noble  Friend  on  my  right,  who  re- 
.plied,  we  did  not  gather  any  reason 
why  there  had  been  such  strange 
proceedings  in  the  Committee,  that  the 
Chairman  thought  it  necessary  to  resign, 
finding  himself  in  a  minority  of 
one,  and  that  the  Report  is  only  the 
Report  of  the  rest  of  the  Committee.  I 
cannot  but  think  that  hard  measure  has 
been  dealt  out  to  my  noble  Friend,  and  I 
would  almost  suggest  to  him  that  he 
should  come  back  to  the  healthy  climate 
of  these  Cross  Benches,  which  he  left 
some  three  or  four  years  ago.  However, 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  course 
which  has  been  taken  by  my  noble 
Friend,  but  we  have  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  his  Motion.  Now,  the  Motion  of 
the  noble  Earl  asks  vaguely  and  generally 
for  legislation  to  remove  evils  which 
have  been  shown  to  exist  under  this  so- 
called  sweating  system.  My  noble 
Friend  told  us  last  night  that  he 
would  not  say  much  about  legislation, 
although  his  Resolution  asks  definitely 
for  legislation  to  i-emove  certain  existing 
ills ;  but  in  his  speech  he  spoke  very 
strongly  about  those  evils,  and  he  used 
verystrong  terras  in  regard  to  what  should 
be  the  action  of  Parliament  in  the  matter. . 
He  said  tliat  he  was  dealing  with  the 
economical  problem,  and  that  it  was  for 
Parliament  to  find  a  remedy  for  the  evil 
conditions  of  matters.  Now,  what  are 
those  evil  conditions  ?  As  set  forth  lasi- 
night  by  my  noble  Friend,  they  are, 
first,  sub-contracting,  and  the  existence 
of  what  he  calls  the  unnecessary  middle- 
man ;  secondly,  over  competition ;  and, 
thirdly,  foreign  immigration.  Those  are 
the  matters  upon  which  he  invites 
legislation,  and  it  strikes  me,  my 
Lords,  that  it  is  legislation  of  a  most 
heroic  character  which  he  asks  your 
Lordships    to     undertake ;     legislation 
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which  is  do  away  with  what  he  calls  the 
Tumecessary  middleman,  which  is  to  put 
a  stop  to  competition,  and  which  is  to 
prevent  unfair  conditions  in  con- 
sequence of  cheap  foreign  labour.  Why, 
my  Lords,  Home  Rule  is  a  joke  to  that, 
and  I  doubt  very  much  whether  all 
the  well-known  skill  in  drafting  of 
my  noble  Friend,  Lord  Thring,  would 
be  able  to  draw  snch  Bills  as  would 
effectnally    give    effect  to    such    l^s- 

.  lation.  What  I  want  to  bring  before  your 
Lordships'  House  is  this  :  What  is  the  real 
nature  of  the  evils  which  you  have  to 
contend  with ;  and  whether  it  is  possible 
or  not  to  remove  those  evils  by  legfisln- 
tion,  as  suggested  by  my  noble  Friend. 
Now  I  turn  to  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  I  find  that  the  causes  of  the 
evils  are  there  set  forth.  They  say,  in 
substance,  that  the  chief  factors  in  pro- 
ducing sweating  are  the  inefficiency  of  the 
poorer  class  of  workers ;  early  marriages; 
the  helpless  residuum  in  large  towns ;  the 
low  standard  of  life  ;  excessive  supply  of 
cheap  female  labour ;  and  married  women 
working  in  their  homes.  Then  the  evils 
resulting  are :  inadequate  wages  )  exces- 
sive hours  ;  and  insanitary  conditions.  I 
think  my  noble  Friend,  Lord  Derby,  will 
admit  that  that  is  a. fair  summary  of 
what  the  Committee  say  are  the  causes 
•of  these  evils ;  and  they  gfo  on  to  say 
that  skilled  labour  always  obtains  ade- 
quate wages.  But  there  is  another  para- 
graph in  the  Report  which  I  think  is  of 
great  importance,  referring  to  the  exces- 
sive mortality  among  young  children,  and 
that  is  ascribed  to  early  marri^es.  The 
Committee  say  that  it  is  a  common  thing 
for  boys  and  girls  to  marry  at  the  age  of 
15,  and  to  become  parents  when  in  a 
state  not  far  removed  from  starvation. 
In  the  Report  of  my  noble  Friend 
Lord  Dunraven,  he  also  states  how,  in 
his  opinion,  the  evils  complained  of 
have  arisen  from  over- population,  eager- 

.  ness  in  competition,  and  the  influx  of 
foreign  labour.  With  regard,  then,  to  the 
.great  evils  referred  to,  it  is  not  simply  a 
question  of  sanitation,  or  of  the  conditions 
under  which  the  work  is  done ;  the  root 
of  these  evils  are  a  surplus  population 
and  low  wages.  We  have  now  to  see 
what  are  the  remedies  proposed  by 
the  Committee,  and  whether  they  will 
touch  the  evils  pointed  out  by  the 
draughtsmen  of  the  Report.  What 
are  the  remedies  proposed?  The  ie> 
The  Earl  of  Wemyss 


medies  proposed  are  those  of  Co- 
operation and  Combination.  That  is  not 
a  matter  for  legislation ;  it  is  a  matter  of 
arrangement  among  employers  and 
among  workers  themselves.  Then  there 
is  Sanitation,  which  is,  no  doubt,  a 
matter  your  Lordships  may  deal  with 
and  legislate  upon.  Then  there  is  the 
extension  of  the  Factory  Acts,  the 
Registration  of  Workrooms,  the  increase 
of  Inspectors,  and  the  combination  of 
authorities — that  is  to  say,  of  Local 
Boards  and  other  bodies  wfaloh  have  to 
do  with  cognate  matters;  the  recom- 
mendation is  that  they  shoald  be  more 
combined  in  their  operations  than  they 
are  at  present.  Lastly,  I  come  to  a  most 
important  matter,  namely,  the  question 
of  State  and  Municipal  Contracts.  Now, 
my  Lords,  let  us  test  the  value  of  these 
suggestions.  In  order  to  properly  test 
their  value  we  must  consider  what  is  the 
effect  which  they  will  have  upon  the 
evils  which  the  Committee  and  my  noble 
Friend  Lord  Dunraven  have  pointed  out 
as  being  the  real  evils — that  is  to  say, 
Low  Wages  and  Surplus  Labour.  I 
venture  to  say  that  not  one  of  those 
suggested  remedies  which  are  referred 
to  will  touch  these  evils,  except  possibly 
the  last,  that  is,  the  "proposed  way  of 
dealing  with  State  and  Municipal  Con- 
tracts.  Of  course,  the  extension  of  the 
Factory  Acts  and  the  Registratidh  of 
Workrooms  will  not  afEect  wages,  nor 
will  the  recommendaHons  as  to  Sanita- 
tion, unless  you  cariy  them  to  the 
extent  proposed  by  the  Bishop  of  Bedford, 
who  proposes  that  some  of  these  shops 
shonld  be  shut  up  absolutely,  notwith- 
standing that  the  consequence  would  be 
that  a  great  many  of  these  poor  people 
would  be  thus  deprived  of  their  means  of 
living,  and  would  have  to  go  to  the 
workhouse.*  Apparently  he  is  quite 
prepared  for  that  result ;  but  I  think  that 
it  is  rather  a  curious  remedy  to  propose, 
that  in  order  to  benefit  one  portion  of  the 
population  another  portion  should  be 
turned  into  paupers.  So  much  for  the  way 
in  which  some  of  the  suggestions  as  to 
Sanitation  and  luspection  would  operate. 
Now,  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  State  and  Municipal  Contracts,  it  is 
rather  curious  that  neither  of  the  noble 
Lords  who  spoke  last  night  referred  at 
all  to  this  point,  though  it  is,  to  my 
mind,  by  far  the  most  important.  Though 
it  is  by  &r  the  most  serious  point  in  the 
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-whole  Report,  my  nob'e  Friend  on  my 
right  did  not  touch  apon  it  at  all.  I 
want  to  know  what  regulation  of  State 
and  Municipal  contracts  means,  and  upon 
that  point  I  will  refer  to  the  Report 
itielf.  It  is  nnder  the  head  of  Govern- 
ment and  Municipal  Contracts,  and  a 
iiope  is  expressed  in  the  Report 

"Hat  every  precaation  in  their  power  will 
tw  taken  to  ensure  fair  and  reaaonable  terms  to 
the  workers." 

Now,  my  Lords,  what  does  that  mean  ? 
If  it  means  anything  it  means  that  to 
every  contract  before  it  is  taken — or 
lather  that  to  every  tender  that  is  sent 
in  to  the  State  or  to  any  Municipal  Body  a 
scale  of  prices  and  wages  is  to  be  affixed. 
If  it  does  not  mean  that  what  does  it 
meanf  I  asked  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  what  it  means,  and  I  have 
asked  my  noble  Friend,  Lord  Thring, 
who  drew  the  Report,  what  it  means, 
but  I  cannot  get  an  answer.  However,  I 
am  perfectly  certain  of  this,  that  it 
means  in  the  end  a  Wages  Court, 
and  I  think  my  noble  Friend  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  Land 
Court  for  Ireland  will  see  that  this 
is  the  beginning  of  that  kind  of  legisla- 
tion. When  writing  this  paragraph 
his  fingers  must  have  itched  to  propose 
a  Wage  Court  like  the  Land  Court 
for  Ireland,  which  was  established, 
I  think,  in  1870.  I  ask,  then,  if  it 
does  not  mean  that,  what  does  it  mean  ? 
It  is  the  first  step  towards  the  fixing  of 
wages  by  Public  Bodies  and  by  the  State. 
My  Lords,  this  is  called  exceptional 
legislation,  but  we  know  what  that 
means.  It  will  veiy  soon  be  seen  that  it 
is  the  germ  of  general  legislation  upon 
tiie  subject.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  about  germs  in  legislation,  and  we 
know  very  well  what  that  meana  What 
are  the  Municipal  Bodies,  the  Local 
Boards,  and  tbe  London  County  Council 
4>ing  nov  t  They  are  trying  to  become 
Traders ;  'they  are  trying  to  deal  in  gas 
and  water  and  all  sorts  of  things  ;  and  if 
tbey  are  to  get  what  the  Socialists  want, 
that  is  to  say,  all  the  instruments  of  pro- 
dnction  into  their  hands,  and  if  yon  are 
*o  have  this  principle  embodied  in  legis- 
lation, what  will  it  mean  1  Why,  that 
dieState  is  also  to  fix  the  rate  of  wages. 
With  that  exception,  I  venture  to  say 
that  these  suggestions  are  practically 
worthleas  as  regsirds  the  main  evils 
•iladed  to,  those  being — I  cannot  repeat 


it  too  often — low  wages  and  super- 
abundant labour.  No  doubt  much  can 
be  done  for  the  comfort  and  well-being 
of  the  working  people  by  sanitation ;  but 
even  the  question  of  sanitation  can  be 
carried  too  for.  We  have  heard  a  good 
deal  about  the  name  of  Fawcett  of  late, 
and  I  may  mention  that  the  other  day  I 
came  across  a  speech  of  Mr.  Fawcett, 
delivered  in  1878,  when  he  resisted  the 
over  inspection  of  work-places  and  the 
over  extension  of  the  Workshops  Act. 
In  that  speech  he  said  that — 

"  It  would  be  perfectly  intolerable  to  inter- 
fere with  the  home  of  every  Englishman  and 
Englishwoman  in  the  way  proposed ;  because 
the  Bill,  as  it  then  stood,  would  give  the  In- 
spectors the  right  to  knock  at  every  man's  door 
and  ask  if  his  wife  and  children  were  at  work 
after  9  o'clock.  Under  the  cloak  of  a  Consolida- 
tion Bill  that  monstrous  interference  with  indi- 
vidual liberty  would  be  sasotioned,  and  caie 
should  be  taken  that  that  was  not  done." 

Well,  my  Lords,  all  I  hope  is  that  what- 
ever measure  may  be  carried  by  way  of 
sanitation,  registration,  increased  inspec- 
tion, or  anything  of  that  kind,  with  the 
view  of  adding  to  the  healthiness  of 
the  places  in  which  these  poor  people 
work  and  sleep,  due  care  will  be  taken 
that  the  Inspectors  are  not  to  interfere 
with  the  sanctity  and  priva<^  of  the 
homes  of  the  working  people  of  this 
country.  That  is,  1  tiiink,  a  very  im- 
portant consideration  for  your  Lordships. 
Now,  this  being  the  position  of  things 
in  reference  to  the  extension  of  Sanita- 
tion, there  is  little  else,  as  I  have  said, 
that  Parliament  can  do.  I  have  ventured 
to  put  down  an  Amendment  pointing  out 
what  it  seems  to  me  ultimately  to  come 
to.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  real 
evils  are  erils  which  Parliament  cannot 
touch,  I  am  anxious  that  your  Lordships 
should  not  commit  yourselves  to  vague 
promises  of  legislation  to  benefit 
the  people  who  are  suffering  in  this 
way — promises  which  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  your  Lordships 
to  fulfil.  Do  not  suppose  for  one 
moment  that  I  feel  less  than  any  of 
your  Lordships  in  this  House  for  the 
snfEerings  and  privations  to  which  these 
poor  people  are  exposed.  But  the  evils 
which  the  State  can  cure  are  very  few ; 
and  if  you  follow  all  the  legislation  of 
this  kind  which  has  taken  place,  whether 
you  look  at  the  legislation  in  regard 
to  Irish  land,  the  legislation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  sanitary  condition 
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of  the  people,  or  to  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  Act,  you -will  find  that  failure 
in  a  great  measure  follows  your  legisla- 
tion, and  that  an  Act  is  no  sooner  passed 
than  it  has  to  be  supplemented  by 
another  Act,  to  be  followed  by  further 
Acts.  This  is  my  answer  to  my  noble 
Friend  Lord  Salisbury,  who  made  a 
speech  the  other  day  in  which  he 
rather  took  the  line  that  we  must 
go  on  in  the  course  we  have  been 
following.  My  point  is  that  you  do  not 
succeed  in  what  yon  are  attempting  to 
do,  and  you  always  have  to  endeavour  to 
supplement  your  legislation  by  further 
Acts  which  will  interfere  more  or  less 
with  the  self-reliance  of  the  people.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  by  teUing  the  people 
of  this  country  that  Parliament  is  to  do 
everything,  and  that  they  have  not  the 
matter  in  their  own  hands  that  yon  can 
succeed  ;  or  by  leading  them  to  think 
that  legislative  interference  is  a  panacea 
for  all  ills.  True  statesmanship  consists,  I 
believe,  in  telling  the  people  that  the  cure 
rests  with  themselves — that  was  the  line 
taken  by  my  noble  Friend  Lord  Derby  last 
night — that  they  have  (he  cure  in  their 
own  hands  by  the  practice  of  temperance 
and  thrift,  and  by  abstaining  from  early 
marriages,  and  not  marrying  until  they 
have  the  meansof  keeping  in  comfort  their 
wives,  and  those  whom  they  bring  into 
the  world,  as  the  upper  and  middle  classes 
mostly  do ;  but  here  yon  have  it  stated, 
in  the  passage  I  have  referred  to,  that 
boys  and  girls  of  15  marry,  and  infants 
themselves  bring  other  in&nts  into  the 
world  whose  only  lot  is  to  be  bom 
paupers  and  to  go  on  the  rates.  For 
that  evil  of  over  population  I  believe  the 
remedy  is  emigration.  A  well-known 
statesman  has,  I  beUeve,  said  that  emigra- 
tion is  banishment.  I  venture  to  think 
that  what  we  ought  to  teach  the  people  of 
this  country — a  country  which  has 
peopled  the  world  by  emigration — is  that 
emigration  ought  not  to  be  looked  upon 
as  banishment,  but  as  one  of  the  means 
of  reducing  our  surplus  population  ;  and 
that  those  who  cannot  find  adequate 
labour  and  adequate  reward  for  their 
labour  in  this  country  should  endeavour 
to  find  in  Greater  Britain  those  opportu- 
nities which  they  have  not  been  able  to 
find  in  their  native  land.  Bat,  my  Lords, 
be  that  as  it  may,  I  venture  to  think,  as  I 
have  already  said,  that  the  dufy  of  the 
statesman  is  to  speak  out  the  truth  to  the 
The  Sari  of  Wemyat 


people,   not  to  delude  thesk  with  this 
panacea  of    legislation  for  eveiy   ill;, 
nor,  on  the  other  hand,   to  thvow  up  the< 
sponge  and  take  up  the  position  of  tbe 
fatalist,   as  was  done  in  his  speech,  to 
which  I  have   already  referred,  by  aiy 
noble    Friend     the      Prime      Minister. 
I  know    that    it    is    not    the    popular 
course  to  adopt  the  line  which  I  am  now 
taking,  or  the   line  which  I  ventured 
to      take      when      last      I     addrcEsed 
your  Lordships  upon  this  question  of 
what  the  State  can  and  cannot,  or  ought 
and  onght  not  to  do.     I  have  been  more 
or  less  kinghed  at  and  denounced  in  every 
newspaper  from  John  O'Groat's  to  Land's 
End.     My  noble  Friend  Lord  Salisbury, 
on  the  other  hand,  has  been  praised  in 
every  newspaper    throughout  England 
and  Scotland.     But  who  are  they  who 
praise  my  noble  Friend  the  most  ?    Why 
the   Radical   and   Democratic  papers — 
what  I  have  ventured  to  call  the  Social- 
istic newspapers.     I  have  here  an  extract 
from   a  paper,  the  character  of  which 
cannot    be    doubted — Reynolds's  News- 
paper.    Here  is    what  they    say  with 
reference  to  my  noble  Friend's  speech. 
The  paragraph  is  headed  "  Lord  Salisbury 
a  Socialist."     I  invite  the   attention  of 
the     noble    Marquess     particularly   to 
this — 

"This  ia  the  new  Rocialiitic,  ariatocratic' 
policy.  If  any  doubt  remained  on  that  scortr 
the  speech  of  Lord  Salisbury  has  diapelled  it. 
His  was,  indeed,  a  very  notable  speech,  and  it 
was  also  a  plea  in  many  parts  of  it  for 
Socialism.  It  strikes  many  that  this  speeds 
of  iord  Salisbury's  is  a  bid  for  the  support 
of  the  Democracy." 

Here  you  see,  he  is  welcomed  with 
open  arms  as  a  man  and  brother  Socialist- 
Now,  contrast  that  with  the  measure 
that  is  meted  out  to  the  humble  indi- 
vidual who  now  has  the  honour  to  be 
addressing  your  Lordships'  House:  I 
have  said  that  I  have  been  attacked  by 
every  newspaper  in  the  country ;  but 
there  is  some  criticism  which  one  would 
prefer  to  any  praise  that  can  be  given, 
and  I  certainly  would  prefer,  upon  this 
great  question  of  Socialism — (for  it  is 
the  one  great  question  of  the  day,  blink 
it  or  not  as  you  choose) — these  attacks  to 
the  interested  incense  which  has  been  so 
lavishly  ofEered  up  to  my  noble  Friend. 
An  editor  of  a  newspaper  writes  to  me  as 
follows : — 

"Ihis  very  important  question  ia  terribly 
underrated  by  those  who  should  know  better.  It 
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•uyiateKst  yonr  Lordship  to  know  that  the 
IsocUl  Bemocratic  Clab  on  Tuesday  evenuig 
— the  very  day  after  ihe  discussion  which 
took  phtce  on  this  subject — passed  a  resolu- 
iim  in  which  yoa  were  vigorously  denounced 
hy  the  8ocialist  leaders  as  a  dangerous  per- 
«on,  and  a  source  of  possible  future  misohief 
to  the  Socialist  cause." 

Well,  I  would  prefer  that  greatly  to  the 
praise  of  Beynolds'a  newspaper,  of  the 
speech,  of  vaj  noble  Friend.  All  that 
one  oan  do  in  this  world,  having  strong 
•cenTictions,  is  to  abide  by  them,  and 
through  good  and  bad  report  to  en- 
<dearour  to  make  them  plain.  I  would 
nther,  my  Lords,  be  a  snag  in  the  stream, 
«ren  if  it  serves  no  othor  purpose  than  to 
show  the  force  and  volume  of  the  flood, 
ihan  be  whirled  along  the  rapids  down 
to  what  I  believe  to  be  the  inevitable 
ITiagara  of  the  not  very  distant  Socialistic 
future.  Tour  Lordships  are,  I  think,  to- 
day in  this  position  :  that  you  are  asked, 
on  the  one  hand  to  legislate  where  you 
4hiiik  it  possible  to  legislate  for  the 
removal  of  evils  which  must  be  removed 
in  other  yraijB  than  by  legislation.  If  you 
-assent  to  such  a  Motion  as  that,  you  only 
deceive  those  who  look  to  you  for 
gnidance  in  this,  that  you  lead  them  to 
believe  that  those  evils  are  removable  by 
legislation  ;  and  the  result  of  their  being 
'duappointed,  as  they  inevitably  must  be, 
will  be  far  more  discontent  than  there 
would  bs  at  the  present  time  if  you  were 
to  tell  them  frankly  and  boldly  the  truth. 
On  the  other  hand,  this  course  is  open,  as 
I  think,  to  your  Lordships :  you  can  show 
yonr  sympathy  with  these  workers,  and 
say  that  all  which  legislation  can 
do  you  are  willing  to  do  for  the 
improvement  of  their  homes,  and  for 
tkeir  general  sanitary  state  and  well- 
lieing,  but  that  you  are  not  going  to 
pass  legislation  which  would  lead  to 
hopes  which  would  inevitably  be  dashed. 
It  is  on  this  account  that  I  have  ven- 
tured to  put  my  Motion  on  the  Paper 
protesting  against  dealing  with  such 
evils  as  surplus  population,  and  with  the 
congested  state  of  the  labour  market  by 
any  means  except,  perhaps,  byenconraging 
'emigration ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  ez- 
prening  your  hearty  sympathy  with  the 
sufferings  of  these  people,  your  desire  to 
improve  their  homes,  and  your  readiness 
to  do  everything  possible  to  attain  these 
«Bds.  That  was  my  object  in  putting 
nr^  Amendment  on  the  Paper.    I  submit 


it  to  your  favourable  consideration,  and 
I  have  only  now  to  thank  your  Lordships 
for  having  so  long  and  patiently  listened 
to  me. 

Amendment  moved, 

To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  "  That " 
and  insert  "  While  sympathising  with  the 
workers  in  some  trades  in  the  Metropolis  and 
elsewhere  in  the  privations  and  hardships  to 
which  they  are  subject,  as  shown  in  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  the  Committee  on  the  so- 
called 'Sweating' System,  and  while  anxious, 
so  far  as  possible,  to  remedy  the  evils  from 
which  they  suffer  through  the  insanitary  and  un- 
favourable conditions  under  which  they  work, 
this  House  is  nevertheless  of  opinion  that 
the  evils  of  excessive  competition  and  low 
wages,  of  which  complaint  is  chiefly  made,  are 
due  to  the  congested  state  of  the  labour  market 
in  the  trades  in  question,  which  the  improved 
sanitation  and  the  appointment  of  additional 
inspectors,  as  recommended  in  the  Keport  of 
the  Committee,  would  in  no  way  diminish  or 
atfect."— (The  Lord  Wemyss,  E.  Wtmyu.) 

•Lord  THRING  :  My  Lords,  I  wish  to 
make  a  few  observations,  and  but  a  very 
few  observations,  upon  the  speech  which 
was  made  yesterday  by  Lord  Danraven, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  upon 
which  he  acted  for  two  long  years  with 
the  constant  assistance  and  co-operation 
of  his  Colleagues.  I  think  we  have  a 
right  to  complain  that  he  deserted  us, 
and  that  he  should  have  occupied  an 
hour  and  a  half  of  your  Lordships'  time 
in  attributing  to  the  Committee  every 
crime  of  which  men  could  bo  guilty. 
What  was  the  first  accusation  he  made ! 
I  must  deal  with  it,  and  I  must  answer 
it.  He  talked  about  the  disappearance 
of  a  particular  draft.  What  were  the 
facts }  I  admit  that  the  conclusions 
which  I  drew  up  were  first  issued  for 
private  circulation  in  the  form  of  a 
Private  Paper.  I  admit  that  I  after- 
wards modified  them  at  the  suggestion 
of  Lord  Derby,  and  that  I  afterwards 
greatly  enlargeid  them.  Then,  my  Lords, 
what  happened  was  this  :  The  clerks  at 
the  Table  thought  that  those  conclusions 
were  no  part  of  the  Report,  and  I  did 
not  think  fit,  therefore,  to  include  them 
as  part  of  the  Report.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  noble  Lord  using  them  in 
any  way  he  chooses ;  but  to  say  that  I 
wish  to  suppress  them  is  merely  im- 
puting to  me  conduct  which  no  Member 
of  this  House  will  ever  think  I  was 
guilty  of.-  Then,  my  Lords,  came 
another  personal  imputation,  and  to  that 
I  plead  in  the  fullest  degree  guilty.    Thfl 
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noble  Loid  said  that  I  took  unduo 
advanta^  of  the  help  of  my  Golleafmes 
in  the  preparation  of  my  draft.  I  admit 
that,  without  the  assistance  of  my  Col- 
lea^ep,  Lord  Monkswell,  Lord  Clifford, 
and  Lord  Sandhurst,  who  prepared  the 
whole  summary  of  the  evidence,  I 
could  not  have  produced  the  Report.  I 
admit  that  my  dull  and  imperfect  sight 
would  not  have  enabled  me  to  go  through 
the  three  or  four  volumes  of  evidence.  I 
admit  to  the  full  the  kindness  and  cour- 
tesy with  which  my  colleagues  treated 
me.  I  believe  the  Report  to  be  a  very 
good  Report ;  and  though  I  must  say  it 
is  in  great  part  due  to  them,  1  will  in  no 
degree  shrink  from  the  responsibility  for 
every  statement  which  is  made  in  it.  I 
went  through  every  statement  of  my 
noble  Friends,  and  I  therefore  admit 
myself,  to  the  full,  as  responsible  as  any 
of  them.  So  much  for  the  personal 
insinuations.  But  what  has  the  noble 
Lord  ventured  to  say  to  the  House  1  He 
has  told  you  that  we  have  suppressed 
evidence.  What  object  had  we,  1  should 
like  to  know,  in  suppressing  evidence  1 
He  says,  in  r^ard  to  sub-«)ntractuig, 
that  we  did  not  give  it  sufi&ciont 
prominence.  There  was  an  initial 
blunder  in  the  Reference  which  the  noble 
Xiord  induced  us  to  accept.  The  noble 
Lord  said  we  were  to  inquire  into  the 
system  of  sweating.  -  We  had  not  sat  a 
week  or  a  fortnight  before  we  found  out 
that  there  was  no  system  of  sweating. 
We  found  that  there  were  conditions  of 
labour  appalling  in  their  misery,  but  that 
there  was  no  system  of  sweating ;  that 
sub-contracting  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  We  found  out  that  in  many  trades 
where  there  was  no  sub-contracting 
whatever,  all  the  conditious  of  sweating 
existed,  long  hours,  low  wages,  and  every 
description  of  misery.  We  were  told 
at  the  beginning  by  Mr.  Arnold 
White,  who  waa  the  Corypheus 
prominent  among  the  witnesses,  that 
sweating  did  not  necessarily  mean  sub- 
contracting, but  that  it  meant  "grinding 
the  faces  of  the  poor."  What  did  that 
mean  P  It  meant  that  sweating  was  a 
nickname  which  was  applied  to  these  ap- 
palling conditions.  And  yet  we  are  told 
that  we  did  not  talk  enough  about  it,  and 
that  we  wanted  to  suppress  the  evidence 
'with  regard  to  sub-contracting.  Then  we 
were  told  we  did  not  give  suflBcient 
poominence  to  the  question  of '  competi- 
Lord  Thring 


tion.  It  is  almost  childish  to  make  such 
au  accusation.  What  could  such  wit- 
nesses as  we  examined  say  about  compe- 
tition that  was  not  obvious  to  every  one? 
Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  my  GoUeagneSy 
some  of  the  most  prominent  Membos  of 
your  House,  wished  to  conceal  the  fact 
that  competition  among  employers, 
would  raise  wages,  and  that  competi- 
tion among  the  unskilled  workers 
would  lower  wages)  What  possible 
object  was  there  in  our  dilating  on  com- 
petition }  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  our 
conclusions:  and  the  object  of  oar 
Report  was,  if  possible,  to  give  practical 
guidance  for  the  purpose  of  legislation. 
Then  came  the  third  accusation,  which 
was  equally  unfounded — that  we  sup 
pressed  evidence  with  respect  to  the 
influx  of  foreigners.  My  Lords,  I  am 
well  awaro  that  this  influx  of  foreigners 
is  in  some  degree  unpopular.  I  am 
aware  that  there  is  a  strong  prejudice 
existing  against  the  influx  of  foreigners. 
But  how  can  it  be  said  that  we  have 
attempted  to  hide  it  1  All  we  said  was, 
and  I  challenge  the  noble  Lord 
Dunraven  to  prove  the  contrary,  that  this 
influx  of  foreigners  was,  in  our  opinion,  a 
small  thing,  having  regard  to  the  enor^ 
mous  quantity  of  female  and  other  un- 
skilled labour  in  the  market.  Then,  n^ 
Lords,  I  would  ask,  when  we  are  told 
that  the  influx  of  foreign  labour  is  the 
cause  of  the  appalling  misery  among- 
our  poorer  classes,  what  are  the 
facts?  When  the  Jews  come  over 
here,  they  never  fall  upon  the  rates'; 
they  are  entirely  supported  by  the 
Jewish  Board  of  Guardians.  Although 
when  they  first  come  they  are  uncleanly 
and  untidy  in  their  habits,  they  are 
industrious,  and  their  children  are 
brought  up  in  one  of  the  best  schools  m 
England.  They  receive,  both  men'  and 
women,  the  highest  possible  character 
from  the  witnesses  who  spoke  in  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Jews.  What 
ground  is  there  for  saying  that  we 
suppressed  evidence!  We  put  forward 
as  clearly  as  we  possibly  could  bofh  the 
dark  sl^es  and  the  bright  lights  as 
appearing  upon  the  evidence.  Now,  my 
Lords,  I  must  say  a  few  words  upon 
another  matter.  Nothing  has  been  said, 
as  i«t  as  I  ui^derstand,  as  to  why  the 
Report  of  the  noble  Lord  was  rejectedv 
The  Report  of  the  noble  Lord  was 
rejected,  I  most    tell  your    Lordships 
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becanse  it  was  irregular  and  nnnsoal  in 
form ;  becanse  it  contained  contradictory 
statements;  becanse  it  used  language 
which  was  thought  unnecessarily  strong ; 
becanse  it  was  in  such  a  form  that  we 
conld  not  distinguish  conclusions  from 
evidence,  and  it  was,  therefore,  impossible 
to  sign  it  in  that  form.  I  must  give  yon 
a  few  of  the  inconsistencies,  because  they 
all  bear  upon  this  question  of  sweating. 
I  will  refer  to  paragraph  10,  where  the 
noble  Lord  says,  that  the  two  chief 
causes  of  sweating  are,  over-competition 
and  foreign  immigration.  Then  he  says, 
two  or  three  paragraphs  further  on,  that 
the  sweating  consisted  in  the  substitution 
of  unskilled  for  skilled  labour  and  the 
ute  of  machinery — that,  in  one  word,  com- 
petition is  the  root  of  the  evil.  Then,  in 
his  speech  yesterday,  the  noble  Lord 
stated  that  the  evil  was  due  to  the 
unnecessary  number  of  middlemen  and 
the  system  of  sub-contracting;  but  in 
his  own  Report,  in  paragiuph  195,  he 
says  that  the  causes  of  sweating  are,  in 
the  main,  natural  and  intrinsically 
wholesome.  The  chief  reason  ■  we 
could  '  not  sign  that  Report  was 
that  it  contained  so  many  inconsis- 
tencies and  so  many  strong  observations. 
And  what  did  we  do  ?  In  the  first  place, 
we  implored  him  to  alter  it;  we  begged 
him  to  consider  it  in  the  vacation.  I 
myself  asked  him,  if  it  was  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  settling  the  evidence,  whether  he 
would  not  sit  down  and  settle  it  with  us. 
But  what  does  he  do  1  He  comes  here 
and  makes  these  charges,  while,  if  he 
had  only  sat  with  us  for  a  few 
minutes  in  conversation  over  the  Table, 
we  could  have  introduced  the  evidence 
the  noble  Lord  accuses  as  of  supjiressing. 
He  knew,  and  all  my  Colleagues  will  sup- 
port me  in  saying  this,  that  we  Were  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  anxious  to  give 
one  colour  or  the  other  to  the  caso  ;  all  we 
wer6  anxious  about  was  that  we  should 
have  an  impartial,  clear,  and  just  state- 
ment of  the  evidence,  and  then,  if  we 
disputed,  we  should  dispute  upon  the 
conclusions.  I  challenge  my  noble 
Friend  to  say  whether  it  was  fair  to  his 
Colleagues  to  pick  out  certain  omissions 
in  tbe  evidence,  and  then  charge  ns  with 
snppresjing  them  when,  if  he  had 
chosen  to  spend  10  minutes  with  us  in 
omversation  over  the  Table- in  the  Com- 
mittee Botim,  every  objection  he' had 
oonUL  have  been  removed.     Then  as  to 


the  conclusions  of  the  Report.  The 
matters  to  be  dealt  with  were  low 
wages,  the  influx  of  foreigners,  ■  and 
sanitation.  As  to  low  wages,  I  do  not 
agree  with  Lord  Wemyss  that  I  was 
anxious  to  draw  a  Bill  either  to  lower 
or  to  raise  w^es.  It  is  true  the  wit- 
nesses who  came  before  us  thought  we 
had  power  to  raise  or  lower  wages ;  but 
we  came,  in  effect,  to  the  same  conclusion 
as  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  only  way  the 
question  of  wages  could  be  dealt  with  was 
by  a  full  and  well-considered  combina- 
tion; in  other  words,  that  the  people 
themselves  must  deal  with  the  question 
by  co-operation.  Then  with  regard  to 
the  influx  of  foreigners.  The  noble 
Lord  has  throughout  his  Report  and  his 
speech  whispered — for  I  cannot  say  it 
was  anything  more — hints  that  the 
Legislature  ought  to  deal  with  this 
question  of  the  influx  of  foreigners ;  in 
other  words,  that  we  ought  to  prohibit 
the  poor  Russians  who  have  escaped 
from  Russia  coming  for  refuge  to 
England.  I  would  rather  that  any  num- 
ber of  refugees  should  come  to  England 
than  that  we  should  prohibit  the  en- 
trance into  the  country  of  men  who, 
flying  from  persecution  when  they  come 
here,  are  no  burden  whatever  upon  our 
people.  Then  I  come  to  the  last  point, 
sanitation.  What  did  we  do  with  regard 
to  that  t  We  recommended  that  there 
should  be  an  increase  in  the  numbor  of 
Inspectors,  and  greater  stringency  fn 
enforcing  the  laws  of  sanitation.  The 
only  point  upon  which  we  differed  from 
my  noble  Friend  Lord  Dunraven  was 
that  he  recommended  that  every  house 
in  which  people  worked  should  be 
subjected  to  thia  Factories  and  Work- 
shops Act.  With  reference  to  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  In- 
spectors which  we  recommended,  I 
am  in  great  doubt  as  to  how 
far  that  should  go.  I  am  aware,  as' 
everybody  is  who  is  behind  the  scenes  in 
these  matters,  that  inspection  is  a  very 
dangerous  weapon  ;  that  it  leads  to  petty 
tyranny  and  petty  interference,  and  that 
there  -is  nothing  which  so  rouses  the 
feelings  of  people  against  the  law  as 
interference  witli- their  homes.  I  do  not 
say  it  is  not  necessary.  I  have  said,  and 
my  Colleagues  have  said,  that  we  think 
it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  an 
increase  in  the   number  of  Inspectors; 

but  to  say  that  every  workman's  house 
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in  the  country  is  to  be  placed  under  the 
Factory  Law  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  say  that 
England  is  to  be  placed  under  a  system 
of  petty  tyranny,  and  nothing  would 
ever  induce  me  to  consent  to  such  a 
thing  or  to  rafraia  from  raising  my  voice 
against  it.  Snch,  my  Lords,  is  the  whole 
■esnlt  of  these  charges  which  the  noble 
Lord  Dnnraven  has  chosen  to  make 
against  his  Colleagues  on  the  Committee. 
I  say  the  only  difference  between  us  is 
this  :  there  is  no  difference  in  the  con- 
clusions except  in  regard  to  this  matter 
of  visiting  the  houses  of  poor  workmen ; 
there  is  no  difference  whatever  between 
vs  except  in  regard  to  that.  Then,  my 
Lords,  I  will  say  a  few  words  upon 
another  }.>oint.  We  have  been  told  that 
our  Report  is  not  drastic  enough ;  but 
our  Report  contains  everything  which 
the  Report  of  Lord  Dnnraven  contains. 
I  believe  with  my  noble  Friend  Lord 
Wemyss — 

"  Of  all  the  ills  that  human  hearts  endure. 
How  small  tbo  part  that  laws  caa  make  or 
cure." 

What  it  is  possible  for  legislation  to  do 
we  have  recommended  in  the  clearest 
possible  terms.  With  regard  to  the  rest, 
I  think  the  Report  has  been  of  very 
great  use.  It  has  brought  home  to  the 
hearts  and  consciences  of  employers  that 
they  owe  a  duiy  to  their  workpeople,  and 
that  it  is  not  right  to  wring  the  utter- 
most farthing  oat  of  them  which  can  be 
wrung  out  of  them  by  the  exigencies  of 
the  market  I  hope,  also,  we  have  brought 
home  ti  the  hearts  and  consciences 
of  purchasers  of  goods  that  they 
ought  not  always  to  look  to  cheapness, 
but  that  they  may  sometimes  well  con- 
sider that  that  cheapness  is  bought  by 
the  misery  of  the  workers.  We  have 
taught  them  that  fair  prices  may  not 
only  secure  good  goods,  bat  that  they 
may  be  doing  good  in  paying  them. 
These  moral  truths  we  have  brought 
home  to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of 
men,  and,  to  use  the  words  which  the 
Archbishop  introduces  at  the  end  of  our 
Report,  we  have  done  our  best  to 
encourage  thrift  and  to  raise  the  tone  of 
living  among  the  helpless  inhabitants  of 
the  great  towns  of  England. 

•LoED  MONKSWELL:  My  Lords,  I 
desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  Motion 
before  the  House,  not  only  as  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee,  who  took  an 
Mtive  part  in  drafting  the  alternative 
Lord  Thring 


Report,  which  was  accepted,  but  also  as 
representing  on  the  London  •  County 
Council  a  constituency  in  which  sweating 
is  rife.  With  reference  to  the  observa- 
tions which  have  been  made  by  the  noble 
Earl  on  the  Cross  Benches,  I  will  say 
that  I  entirely  agree  witii  my  noble 
Friend  Lord  Thring  that  we  do  not 
expect  very  much  from  legislation.  We 
expect  that  a  great  deal  more  good  will 
result  from  combination  among  the 
workers,  and  we  also  expect  that  a  great 
deal  of  good  will  come  from  the  awaken- 
ing of  the  public  conscience  of  which  my 
noble  Friend  has  just  spoken.  Bat  I 
cannot  altogether  agree  with  the  noble 
Earl  when  he  tells  us  that  this  sanitary 
legislation  will  have  no  effect  whatever 
in  the  way  of  increasing  wages.  I  believe 
that  indirectly,  but  not  the  less  surely, 
sanitary  legislation  will  have  some  effest 
in  raising  wages,  because  I  believe  it 
will  conduce,  to  some  extent,  to  the 
success  of  combination.  My  Lords,  I 
believe  that  when  the  poor  workers  are 
ground  down  to  the  utmost — when  they 
live  in  horrible,  loathsome,  and  insani- 
tary surroundings,  the  spirit  is  crushed 
out  of  them ;  and  that  if  those  surround- 
ings are  improved,  they  will  pluck  up  a 
spirit  and  combine  more  than  they  do  at 
present,  and  get  better  terms  for  them- 
selves and  their  fellow- workers.  Before 
I  grapple,  as  I  intend  to  do  immediately, 
with  some  of  the  assertions  of  the  noble 
Earl  opposite.  Lord  Dnnraven,  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
as  to  a  matter  on  which  I  be- 
lieve there  is  some  misapprehension  in 
the  minds  of  the  public.  Last  August 
our  conduct  was  very  adversely  com- 
mented upon  in  the  Press  in  not  having 
put  forward  our  Report  before  the  end 
of  last  year.  I  desire  to  say  I  wish  the 
Committee  could  have  seen  their  way  to 
adopt  a  different  course.  I  think  it  would 
have  been  of  the  utmost  benefit  if  the 
Committee  had  seen  fit  to  sit  during  the 
remainder  of  the  Session,  and  to  produce 
their  Report  before  the  end  of  it ;  but, 
considering  the  gigantic  task  before  us,  I 
cannot  say  that  the  Committee  were 
unwise  in  not  doing  so,  because,  although 
the  work  might  possibly  have  been  done, 
it  would  not  have  been  well  done,  and  it 
would  probably  have  been  scamped.  I 
only  want  to  say  one  word  in  that  oonneo- 
tion,  and  it  is  this :  that  if  any  blame 
does  attach  to  us  for  not  patting  forward 
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omr  Report  at  the  end  of  last  Session,  I 
consider  that  part  of  the  blame — the 
largest  share  of  the  blame,  as  I  think  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  will  agree  with  me — 
mast  lie  upon  his  shoulders,  as  I  will 
explain  to  your  Lordships.  The  Com- 
mittee mjt  regularly  up  to  the  end  of 
May.  What  happened  at  the  end  of 
May  was  that  the  noble  Lord  deserted  us 
for  six  weeks.  Although  the  Committee 
was  sereral  times  called  together,  the 
meetings  were  always  put  ofE.  We  only 
met  three  times  after  the  end  of 
May  for  the  consideration  of  the  evi- 
dence, and  yet,  not  till  the  5th  August, 
did  the  noble  Earl  call  us  together  to 
consider  a  Report  dealing  with  this 
voluminous  mass  of  evidence,  upon  a 
matter  of  such  enormous  impoiiance. 
My  Lords,  I  am  very  ssrry  to  have  to  say 
this  in  your  Lordships'  House.  I  think 
that  it  would  have  come  very  much 
better  from  the  noble  Earl  opposite  him- 
self. I  am  sorry  I  should  be  the  first 
person  to  have  to  call  attention  in  this 
House  to  the  real  reason  why  the  Report 
was  not  put  forward  at  the  end  of  last 
Session.  As  regards  the  epitome  of  the 
evidence,  it  is  somewhat  of  a  personal 
matter  between  him  and  me,  .thous^h 
I  do  not  doubt  the  noUe  Earl  him- 
self did  not  intand  it  should  be  so ; 
bnt  it  does  so  happen  that  nearly  every 
one  of  the  paragraphs  in  the  Report  which 
the  noble  Eurl  especially  denounces 
was  drafted  by  me  and  accepted  by  the 
Covunittee  with  very  little  alteration  ; 
and,  therefore,  if  anybody  is  specially  re- 
sponsible for  those  conclusions  and  for 
that  view  of  the  evidence  which  the  noble 
Earl  denounces,  it  is  myself.  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  noble  'Eaxl  that  it  is  of  the 
ntmoet  importance  there  should  be  easily 
accessible  to  the  public  a  correct  epitome 
of  the  evidence.  As  he  says,  one  cannot 
expect  the  public  to  wade  throngh  four 
Blue  Books.  So  much  did  this  con- 
sideration impress  itself  upon  me 
that  I  may  say  I  believed  my- 
self that  the  evidence  was  absolutely 
of  more  importance  than  the  conclusions 
from  it;  for  if  we  -do- legislate  in  the 
matter  upon  the  lines  laid  down  in  this 
Beport,  I  am  perfectly  certtdn  that  it  is 
not  the  last  word  the  Legislature  will 
hare  to  say  on  the  subject,  and  in 
reference  to  other  matters  of  this 
description.  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter 
of  the   ntmoet    importance  for  future 


social  reformers  that  this  Report  should 
contain  an  absolutely  correct  and  colour- 
less epitome  of  the  evidence  as  far  as  it 
goes.  I  was  so  impressed  with  that 
necessity  in  putting  forward  the  Report 
that  I  did  not  take  any  part  in  criticising 
the  noble  Earl's  draft,  or  in  drafting  the 
alternative  Report  until  I  had  made  an 
analysis  of  the  whole  evidence  and  a 
rough  index  of  that  analysis.  Those 
operations  took  me  at  least  300 
hours  of  hard  work  ;  and  I  must 
say  this,  that  if  I  am  mistaken  in 
my  epitome  of  the  evidence,  a  great  deal 
of  which  I  should  mention  was  drafted 
by  Lord  Sandhurst  and  Lord  Clifford, 
it  is  not  for  want  of  having  made  the 
utmost  endeavour  to  make  the  Report  as 
accurate  as  it  could  possibly  be  made. 
Now,  my  Lords,  the  noble  Earl  first  of 
all  fells  foul  of  us  in  the  matter  of  sub- 
con  tn^ting,  and  he  objects  very  much  to 
paragraph  171,  the  first  paragraph  of 
the  conclusions  and  recommendations  in 
the  Report.  Well,  the  fact  of  the  matter 
is,  that  he  entirely  misapprehends  the 
whole  drift  of  the  paragraph  to  which 
he  takes  exception.  The  paragraph  is 
very  plain  in  its  language  ;  its  meaning 
is  perfectly  clear.  But  what  the  noble 
Elarl  does  is  this  :  with  very  great  skill 
ne  twists  out  of  that  paragraph  a  meaning 
which  cannot  possibly  be  assigned  to  it ; 
and  when  he  has  assigned  that  meaning 
to  it,  he 'declares' that  the  meaning  so 
attributed  to  it  does  not  form  a  correct 
epitome  of  the  evidence.  That  para- 
graph is  very  short,  and  it  is  as  follows : — 

"  We  have  endeavoared  to  extract  from  the 
principal  witnesses  a  clear  idea  of  what  they 
andentood  by  the  term  '  sweating.*  'llie 
replies  received  were  neither  clear  nor  con- 
sistent. It  was  urged  by  some  that  sweating  is 
an  abuse  of  the  sab-contract  system,  and  con- 
sequently that  there  can  be  no  sweating  where 
there  is  no  sub-contracting.  Others,  on  the 
contrary,  maintained  that  sdb-contracting  is  by 
no  means  a  necessary  element  of  sweating, 
which  consists,  according  to  them,  in  taking 
advantage  of  the  necessities  of  the  poorer  and 
mom  helpless  class  of  workers,  either  by 
forcing  them  to  work  too  hard  or  too  long,  or 
under  insanitary  conditions,  or  for  *  starvation 
wages,'  or  by  exacting  what  some  witnesws 
calfed  *  an  undue  profit '  oat  of  their  labour. " 

Now,  my  Lords,  the  only  clear  proposition 
laid  down  in  that  paragraph  is  that  there 
are  two  classes  of  witnesses,  one  class  of 
witnesses  who  say  that  sub-contracting  is 
essential  to  sweating,  and  Einother  class 
of  witnesses  who  say  that  sub-contracting 
is  not  essential  to  sweating ;  and  we  say 
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quite  tmly  in  the  margin,  because  I 
hare  looked  over  the  evidence  again  and 
again,  that  there  are  12  witnesses 
who  have  a  decided  opinion  one  way  aid 
nine  witnesses  the  other.  How  does  the 
noble  Earl  meet  thatt  He  is  entirely 
beside  the  mark  in  declaring  that  there 
are  83  witnesses  who  say  that  sub- 
contracting is  a  canse  of  sweating. 
Very  likely  they  did,  but  this  paraeraph 
does  not  say  more  than  that  those  nine 
witnesses  all  contended  that  sub-con- 
tracting is  not  a  cause  of  sweating. 
That  is  a  different  proposition. 

•The  Eael  of  DDNRAVEN  :  Will  the 
noble  Lord  tell  me  what  paragraph 
that  is? 

•Lord  MONKSWELL  :  Paragraph  171. 
So  that  the  noble  Earl's  statement  is 
entirely  beside  the  mark ;  and  the  fact  is, 
he  has  simply  found  a  mare's  nest.  I 
will  now  go  to  paragraph  174,  which 
raises  a  more  important  question,  and 
it  is  to  the  following  effect,  so  far  as  it 
was  contested  by  the  noble  Earl — 

"  It  is  enough  to  say  that  we  considered  our 
ioqairy  should  embmce,  first,  the  means 
employed  to  take  advantc^  of  the  necessities 
of  the  poorer  and  more  helpless  class  of 
workers." 

He  denied  that  that  was  within  the 
scope  of  the  inquiry.  My  Lords,  I 
utterly  and  entrely  deny  tluit  I  or  any 
member  of  the  Committee  ever  gave  bis 
sanction  to  the  statement  in  paragraph 
6  of  the  noble  Earl's  draft  Report 
that— 

"  Your  Committee  confiaed  their  examina- 
tion to  those  trades  ia  which  the  exist- 
eace  of  middlemen  and  sub-contractors  was 
claimed  to  be  an  important  factor  in  the 
case." 

We  did  nothing  of  the  sort ;  and  if  we 
had  done  anything  of  the  sort  we  should, 
in  my  opinion,  have  done  very  unwisely. 
But  I  really  do  not  think  it  is  a  matter 
of  the  slightest  importance,  because  it  is 
perfectly  certain  that  the  noble  Earl  did 
not,  in  point  of  fact,  draw  that  distinc- 
tinction  which  he  says  he  drew.  It  is 
perfectly  certain  the  noble  Earl  did  not 
stop  the  witnesses  when  they  went  on  to 
describe  phases  of  their  experience 
which  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
sub-contracting.  He  did  not  stop  Miss 
Potter  when  she  gave  a  list  <rf 
prices  paid  to  workers  who  were 
not  under  sub-contractors  at  all,  nor  did 
he  stop  the  furniture  hawkers  who  came 
forward  and  .told  -  us  of  their  sad  case. 
Lord  Monkswell 


The  furniture-hawkers,  I  may  remind 
your  Lordships,  are  people  who  hawk 
about  furniture  which  they  have  made 
on  the  chance  of  being  able  to  sell  it, 
and  who  are  i«ady  to  sell  it  wherever 
they  can,  either  to  a  middleman  or  to  a 
bond  fide  cas\ioroxir.  In  fact,  the  noble  Earl 
does  himself  g^reat  injustice  in  this  matter, 
for  he  did  not  take  the  extremely  unwise 
course  that  he  suggests  in  this  Report. 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  propose  to  say  any- 
thing with  regard  to  competition  between 
employers  beyond  this.  If  the  noble  Earl 
looks  at  paragraph  68  of  our  Report  he 
will  find  a  reference  to  the  excessive 
competition  among  small  masters  as  being 
among  the  causes  that  conduce  to  sweat- 
ing, in  the  opinion  of  some  of  the 
witnesses.  Then,  with  regard  to  foreign 
pauper  immigration.  That  is  a  very 
important  part  of  the  subject.  Foreign 
pauper  immig^tion  is  denounced  up  hill 
and  down  dale  by  the  noble  Lord  in  his 
Report,  and  it  was  denounced  by  him 
up  hill  and  down  dale  again  in  his  speech 
yesterday.  The  Tinted  report  of  that 
speech  contains  this  sentence — 

**  If  it  was  desired  that  the  British  labourer 
should  be  put  on  something  lilce  a  decent  foot- 
ing of  existence  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
some  check  should  be  placed  on  the  importation 
of  this  cheap  and  generally  destitute  foreign 
labour." 

When  that  declaration  was  made  by  the 
noble  Earl  in  your  Lordships'  House  it 
was  cheered,  and,  of  course,  your  Lord- 
ships expected  that  he  would  have  had 
the  courage  of  his  convictions.  The  case 
against  immigration  cannot  be  put  more 
strongly,  and  if  tbenoble  Earl  is  of  opinion 
that  some  check  should  be  placed  on  the 
immigration  of  foreign  paupers  he  should 
have  made  some  suggestion  to  your  Lord- 
ships on  that  point.  Why  has  not  he 
had  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  and 
suggested  on  the  fore-front  of  his  Report 
that  some  legislative  step  should  be  taken 
in  the  matter  ?  But  he  does  not  do  emy- 
thing  of  the  kind.  He  draws  back,  and 
says  that  he  has  no  remedy  to  recommend. 
Was  ever  such  a  lame  and  impotent  conclu- 
sion put  before  any  Legislative  Assembly  f 
The  noble  Earl  found,  when  he  came  to 
draft  his  conclusion,  that  upon  this 
subject  public  epinion  is  very  much 
divided.  Might  it  not  have  occurred  to 
him  that  if  public  opinion  was  so  very 
much  divided,  surely  the  evidence  could 
not  have  been  so  almost  entirely  on  one 
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side,  as  he  anggeets.  If  the  evidence 
upon  the  point  was  so  veiy  much  on 
one  side  there  would  profaablj  be  very 
litUe  difference  of  opinion  among 
British  workmen  as  to  the  necessity 
of  legislation  for  these  purposes.  Bat 
the  noble  Earl  says  there  is  a  great 
diyergence  of  opinion  apon  the  subject, 
and  he  is  perfectly  right.  Now,  my 
Lords,  I  should  like  to  tell  you  some- 
abont  the  opinion  which  prevails  in  the 
East  End  of  London.  Mr.  Cremeir  re- 
presents in  the  other  House  the  con- 
stituency which  1  represent  on  the  Lon- 
don County  Council,  and  he  was  on  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
which  dealt  with  the  question  of  the 
immigration  of  foreigners.  .  Mr.  Cremer 
and  Mr.  Bradlaugh,who  were  on  the  same 
Committee,  opposed  a  suggestion  made 
by  a  majority  of  the  Committee  that 
possibly  a  time  might  come  when 
some  preventive  legislation  might  be 
desirable.  Mr.  Cremer  has  not  been 
called  to  account  for  that  by  his  con- 
stituents, and  I  think  if  there  is  one 
man  more  than  another  who  understands 
the  temper  of  the  people  of  the  East 
End  of  London  it  is  Mr.  Cremer.  Then 
the  noble  Earl  has  made  some  rather 
small  and  technical  objections  to  the 
conclusions  in  the  Report,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, he  falls  foul  of  paragraph  65,  and 
says  the  evidence  is  not  correctly 
epitomised  there  with  regard  to  what  is 
called  the  "  Greener-immigration"  in  the 
boot-trade.  I  will  only  aay  as  to  that 
that  I  have  carefully  gone  through  every 
one  of  the  references,  and  I  cannot  find 
that  in  any  respect  the  evidence  does  not 
agree  with  the  epitome  that  has  been 
given.  Of  course,  some  of  the  witnesses 
upon  that  subject  were  what  may  be  called 
a  little  "  wobbly,"  and  if  you  merely  take 
a  question  here  and  there  some  of  the 
witnesses  might  be  shown  almost  to  have 
said  anything  ;  but  if  you  take  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  referred  to  in  the  margin 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  from 
having  gone  carefuUy  through  it,  that 
paragraph  65  does  give  a  correct  epitome 
of  the  evidence  upon  this  matter.  With 
regard  to  paragraph  71  of  the  Report, 
the  noble  Earl  again  falls  foul  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  is  very  angry  with  the 
Committee  for  drafting  that  paragraph. 
It  is  this— 

"  Aa  regards  the  rise  or  fall  in  the  remunera- 
of  labour  in  the  trade  we  feel  ourselves 


unable  on  the  evidence  before  nato  expreaa  any 
opinion  as  to  the  coune  of  prices  in  the 
lower  branches  of  the  boot-trade." 

Now  the  evidence  put  forward  by  Lord 
Dunraven  in  his  Report  upon  that  matter 
is  very  one-sided.  He  gives  very  great 
prominence  to  the  evidence  on  one  side 
in  favour  of  there  having  been  a  fall  in 
prices,  but  he  says  very  little 
indeed  about  the  evidence  on  the 
other  side.  For  instance,  the  noble 
Lord  does  not  mention  the  evi- 
dence uf  Mr.  Flatan,  who  is  a  very 
large  manufacturer,  evidence  which 
seems  to  me  to  bear  uj)on  this  point,  and 
which  ought  certainly  to  be  referred  to 
in  any  Report  of  the  Committee.  Mr. 
Flatau  tells  us — 

"  That  the  operative  i«  better  off  since  th» 
iotroduciion  of  maohinery  than  he  was  10,  20,. 
or  30  years  ago  ;" 

and  with  regard  to  the  fall  in  wages 
since  1880  he  says — 

"  In  such  cases  one-third  less  labour  would 
be  bestowed  on  the  boot,  this  third  being  aub- 
sequeutly  done  by  machinery." 

He  also  says — 

"  The  men  do  two-thirds  of  the  work  they 
used  to  do,  and  get  a  fraction  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  wages." 

Another  witness,  Mr.  Maddy,  is  stated  in 
that  paragraph  to  have  given  evidence 
that  during  the  last  two  years  he  had 
increased  the  wages  he  pcdd,  and  had  not 
noticed  any  tendency  in  wages  to  go 
down.  The  noble  Earl  quotes  the  other 
side  of  the  evidence  upon  that  point,  but 
he  does  not  quote  the  rebutting  evidence 
of  Mr.  Flatau.  Now  my  noble  Friend, 
Lord  Thring,  has  given  several  reasons 
why  we  rejected  the  noble  Earl's  Report^  ■ 
and  I  do  not  know  that  I  need  go  further 
into  that ;  but  I  should  like  to  say  a  word 
or  two  as  to  the  evidence  in  the  boot 
trade.  That  has  been  so  altered  that  I 
do  not  think  in  such  a  case  the  fondest 
parent  could  recognise  his  own  child.  I 
object  to  the  noble  EarFs  epitome  of  the 
evidence  given  in  the  boot  trade. 
There  is  no  system  in  the  arrangement 
adopted  by  the  noble  Earl.  He  takes  a 
subject  up  and  drops  it,  and  takes  it  up 
again  without  apparent  cause.  With 
regard  to  the  alleged  deterioration  of 
the  quality  of  English  goods,  he 
minimises  the  effect  of  the  evidence 
which  tells  against  his  view.  He 
states  that  certain  evidence  almost 
stands    alone ;    whereas     if   he    turns 
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to  onr  B«port  he  will  find  out 
that  the  evidence  does  not  stand  alone, 
but  is  corroborated  by  that  of  several  other 
witnesses.  That  is  one  instance  of  a 
very  strange  character  in  the  noble 
JBarl's  Report.  He  actaallj  says  in  one 
paragraph  that  our  colonial  exports 
are  fifJUng  o£E  owing  to  bad  workmanship, 
and  he  qnotes  the  opinion  of  a  witness  to 
that  efEect;  but  there  is  counter  evidence 
with  regard  to  that  of  a  very  valuable  cha- 
racter indeed,  in  fact  the  only  evidence 
of  any  considerable  value  on  that  p>int, 
and  that  is  the  evidence  of  Mr.  GLffen 
with  regard  to  the  imports  and  exports. 
Mr.  GiSen  produces  statistics  to  show 
that  so  far  from  our  foreign  trade  falling 
off  it  has  been  increasing  at  a  very  lapid 
rate;  and  I  would  call  your  Lord- 
ships' attention  to  the  fact  that 
a  great  deal  of  that  foreign 
trade  is  colonial  trade.  But  whether 
that  is  the  case  or  not,  surely, 
my  Lords,  it  is  very  important,  when  we 
Are  discussing  the  question  whether 
English  work  has  or  has  not  deterio- 
rated, to  find  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
our  goods  are  more  than  holding  their 
own  in  the  markets  of  the  world ;  and 
yet  there  is  absolutely  no  reference) 
whatever  even  in  the  margin  of  the 
noble  Lord's  Report  to  those  statistics, 
which  were  brought  forward  by  Mr. 
<iifEen.  What,  I  ask,  can  possibly  be 
the  value  of  conclusions  based  upon  an 
epitome  of  evidence  of  that  kind  1  It 
is  not  of  the  slightest  use  to  attempt  to 
deal  with  this  subject  by  exaggeration ; 
if  you  do  you  will  only  find  out,  sooner 
or  later,  that  it  is  far  better  to  put  the 
facts  tairij  before  the  public  and  allow 
them  to  draw  their  own  inference.  As 
your  Lordships  have  seen,  the  points  of 
difEerence  between  the  noble  Earl  and 
myself  are  many,  but  I  fully  rdcognise 
the  admirable  motives  which  prompted 
him  in  drafting  his  Report,  and  I  cer- 
tainly would  not  have  voted  for  its  re- 
jection without  what  1  considered  ample 
cause.  I  hope  the  noble  Eari  will  give 
his  assistance  in  helping  forward  the 
reforms  advocated  by  the  Committee 
which  he  is  in  favour  of  to  the  utmost 
of  his  power. 

•The  Aechbishop  of  CANTERBURY: 
My  Lords,  I  am  prepared  to  support  the 
noble  Earl  behind  me  in  the  Resolution 
which  he  propc»es  to  your  Lordships, 
just  as  far  as  he  is  disposed  to  stand  to 
Lord  Monktwell 


it.  I  do  think  that  legislation  is  required, 
and  I  believe  that  all  the  residuum  of 
legislation  which  the  noble  Earl  de- 
sires to  see  carried  out  or  actually  pro- 
poses would  be  assented  to  by  the  noble 
Earl  on  the  Cross  Benches.  I  believe 
there  is  but  smal  difEerence  be- 
tween the  two  Reports,  and  I  have 
examined  them  both  carefully,  ex- 
cept in  the  matter  of  form.  The  Com- 
mittee, as  has  been  fully  explained, 
thought  it  necessary  to  reform  the 
one  presented  to  them,  and  did  so, 
regretting  the  absence  of  their 
Chairman,  who  had  conducted  the 
examinations  with  great  ability  ;  but  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  make 
clear  what  was,  evidence,  and  what  was 
conclusion,  and  what  recommendation, 
and  without  reforming  the  Report  that 
could  not  be  done.  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  defend  any  further  the  Report,  which 
has  been,  to  my  thinking,  so  excellently, 
so  perfectly  defended  already.  I  shall 
say  nothing  of  the  imputations  of  fraud- 
ulence  cast  upon  the  Committee ;  it  is 
a  very  strong  word,  and  we  are  quite 
prepared  to  leave  our  characters 
to  answer  such  an  imputation  as  that, 
I  will  make  one  obeervation  on  the 
system  of  counting  evidence.  Nothing 
can  be  more  unsatisfactory  than  to  set  a 
number  of  witnesses  on  one  side  against 
a  number  on  the  other,  unless  they  are 
on  something  like  a  level  as  to  knowledge 
of  the  subject.  To  count  83,  or  half  that 
number,  of  poor  working  men  and 
women,  with  their  heads  below  water, 
asking  themselves  in  their  misery  the 
cause  of  their  poor  wages  and  wretched 
homes,  and  to  set  their  opinions  against 
the  opinions  of  three  people  who  have 
considered  the  whole  matter  from  the 
outside,  who  have,  after  considering 
the  questions  in  many  lights,  gone 
among  the  workers,  one  of  them  having 
actually  herself  gone  and  worked  for  a 
time  among  the  poor  women  themselves, 
is,  I  think,  absurd  to  the  last  degree. 
What  can  be  the  value  of  the  opinions  of 
those  poor  people,  reaching  vainly  after 
some  vague  idea  as  to  the  causes  of  their 
misery,  against  the  opinions  of  experi- 
enced witnesses  ?  How  do  your  Lord- 
ships weigh  the  value  of  testimoniab? 
You  know  perfectly  well  that  you 
would  give  no  weight  to  100 
imperfect  testimonials  as  against  the 
evidence    of    one    person   whom    yon 
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ocmld  positiyelj  trust  Leaving  that 
negative  part  of  the  Report,  I  should 
like  to  saj  a  few  words  about  its  positive 
side — about  what  it  does  contain,  and 
about  the  legislation  which  the  noble 
Earl  behind  me  does  not  go  further  than 
to  recommend,  but  which  the  noble  Earl 
on  the  Cross  Benches  would,  I  believe, 
thoroughly  accept.  The  subject  was 
divided  last  night  into  three  portions — 
the  subjects  of  sub-contracting,  competi- 
tion, and  immig^tion  ;  and  we  were  told 
that  the  Report  states  that  these  three 
great  phenomena  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  sweating  system.  I  can  fiud 
nothing  to  that  effect  in  any  single 
passage  of  the  Report.  The  whole  Report 
is  upon  the  efEects  of  those  three  things. 
If,  indeed,  the  noble  Earl  had  taken 
those  three  lines  one  by  one,  and  had 
laid  before  us  the  remedy  which  he  pro- 
poses for  each  of  them,  if  he  had  told  us 
how  he  would  do  away  with  the  mischiefs 
of  sub-contracting,  or  the  dangers  of  com- 
petition, or  if  he  had  treated  foreign 
immigration  in  the  way  which  we 
might  have  expected  from  his  Report,  he 
would,  indeed,  have  rolled  a  great  stone 
over  us,  and  we  should  have  to  be  silent 
for  ever.  But  these  treatments  are  only 
commonplaces  if  there  is  no  remedy  pro- 
posed. They  are  commonplaces  with 
which  everyone  is  acquainted,  and  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  the  biisiness 
of  your  Lordships'  Committees  to  dilate  on 
commonplaces.  K  well-known  evils  are 
to  be  described  in  such  connection  it 
is  that  we  may  be  told  what  are 
the  remedies.  The  noble  Earl  pro- 
poses no  remedy.  As  to  the  first  and 
second  questions,  the  sub-contracting  and 
the  competition,  he  is  silent,  and  as 
to  the  other  he  does  not  recommend  the 
only  remedy  which  has  been  proposed  by 
anyone.  The  Committee  looked  to 
remediable  ills  and  to  remedial  mea- 
sures. The  Conmiittee  did  not  con- 
sider it  to  be  its  business  to  pro- 
duce an  essay  on  causes  in  regard  to 
three  such  important  subjects.  It  had 
to  look  for  remedies  for  efEects  of  a  very 
serious  and  terrible  kind,  and,  in  treating 
the  matter  in  that  way,  they  had  the 
support  of  a  very  great  authority.  I 
read  in  the  writings  of  that  g^at 
authority,  treating  upon  this  Report  and 
npon  the  whole  subject — 

"  CatUFs  cannot  1>e  treated ;  we  moat  attack 
•Acta." 


My  Lords,  that  is  the  view  the  Com- 
mittee have  taken.  Th^y  have  not  gone 
into  the  wide  causes ;  they  have  attacked 
effects.  The  authority  whom  I  auL 
quoting  explained  in  Lloydia  Newspaper 
on  the  nth  May,  1890 

"  The  sweating  system,  its  effects  and 
remedies,  written  specinlly  for  Ltoyd't  r'-adei» 
by  the  right  hon.  the  Earl  of  Canraven." 

It  does  appear  to  me  that  the  Report  has 
exactly  followed  out  that  course  which 
the  noble  Earl  has  said  is  the  only  way  in 
which  it  can  be  treated,  because  we  must 
attack  effects.  But  the  paragraph  goes- 
on  to  tell  us  exactly  what  those  effects- 
are — 

"  The  effects  are,  insufficiency  of  pay,  food,  air,, 
uid  everything  necessary  to  existence,  unsani- 
tary work  places,  filthy  dwellings,  m. 
general  degradation  of  labour  below  the  point- 
at  which  existence  can  be  sustained  at  all,  or, 
at  any  rate,  below  the  point  at  which  it  ran  he- 
sustained  with  any  regard  to  health,  and  for 
the  decencies  of  life." 

That,  my  Lords,  is  the  noble  Earl's  own 
summary  of  the  effects  which  can  be- 
treated,  and  ought  to  be  treated,  and  I 
say  the  Report  does  deal  directly  with 
every  one  of  those  effects,  except  insuffi- 
ciency of  pay,  with  which,  however, 
it  does  deal  indirectly,  because  it- 
is  our  belief  that  if  the  other  evils- 
were  cured  the  insufficiency  of  pay- 
would  be  greatly  affected  too.  Your  Lord- 
ships will  now  allow  me  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  two  main  facts  which  are- 
before  us  with  regard  to  what  is  to  be 
remedied  and  the  remedies  proposed.  We- 
may  broadly  group  them  into  two  greats 
divisions,  one  is  the  hideous  conditions- 
under  which  these  poor  people  exist,  and 
the  other  fact  is  that  it  is  precisely- 
the  esse  of  these  people  which  has  so 
far  been  left  out  of  practical  legisla- 
tion. In  former  years  there  were  other 
classes  as  badly  off  as  these  are  now> 
Our  Committee  had  no  such  evidence- 
before  them  as  that  which  was  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Factory  Acts.  We 
cannot  read,  without  horror,  of  children 
then  working  naked  in  coal  minesy 
pushing  along  heavy  weights  of  coal, 
which  were  &cts  with  which  the- 
Committee  on  the  Factory  Acts  had  to 
deal  in  1882.  Again,  my  Lords,  wb 
have  had  nothing  brought  before  us- 
about  children,  between  nine  and  15 
years  of  age,  working  from  4  o'clock 
in  tbe  morning  till  midnight.  We  have 
heard   nothing  of  mothers   being  seem 
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dragging  ciying  children  at  midnight^  in 
the  depth  of  winter,  into  the  print  works. 
All  these  and  msnj  other  horrors  did 
exist  in  mills,  mines,  and  factories  upon 
a  greater  scale  than  anything  that  exists 
now  nnder  the  worst  conditions  of  the 
sweating   system.     And  that  is  oared. 
We  may  say  that  it  is  more  than  cured. 
The  very  people  whom  the  Factory  Acts 
had  to  step  in  and  assist  then  can  now  com- 
bine for   self-protection ;     we    may  say 
more,    they    are    now    a    great   power 
in    the     State.     What    is     the    cause 
pf  the  change?    How  was  the  change 
effected  1    I    believe    we     may  say    it 
was  effected  altogether  by  the  Factory 
Acts  in  series.     The  noble  Earl  said  he 
could  not  understand  the  Factory  Actd. 
But    it    is    very    evident    from     the 
history     of    the   changes,    and  it   is  a 
great  comfort,  that  somebody  does  under- 
stand them  and  their  operation,  because 
it  is,  undoubtedly,  the  fact  that  the  work- 
ing of  the  Factory  Acts  hasproduced  enor- 
mously beneficial  changes  in  the  condition 
of  a  very  large  part  of  our  population. 
When  things   were  in  the   condition  I 
have  described,  the  law,  taking  a  large 
view  of  things,  insisted  on  two  classes  of 
responsibility ;  the  responsibility  of  the 
owner    of    t!ie    premises,    and   of    the 
employer  of  the  people.    That  is  the  key 
to  the  whole  of  the  factory  and  sanitary 
legislation.     The    Legiulatore  made  the 
employer  responsible  for  the  welfare  of 
the  persons  employed  by  him,  and  for 
the  actual    payment    of    wages  to  the 
workers.     That  took  in  the  whole  of  the 
Truck  system,  and  the  employer  began 
to  be  responsible.     When  first  mills  and 
mines  began  to  be  inspected    they  be- 
longed   to   the    employer.     The  owner 
and    employeir  were  one    person.     The 
employer  was  made  by  the  Sanitary  Acts 
responsible  as  owner  also  for  the  state 
of   the   plant.     That    is  a  phenomenon 
which,  in  these  cases  under  the  sweating 
Aystem,  seldom  occurs ;  the  employer  is 
very  often  as  poor  as  the  person  he  em- 
plc^s,    and   is  never   the   owner.     The 
owner  is  a  person  whom  it  is  often  very 
difficult  to  find ;  but  the  law  which  held 
the  one  person  responsible  is  perfectly 
capableof  holdingt  wo  persons  responsible. 
Those  statutesare  inexistence,  and  profess 
jbo  be  acted  upon  in  workshops,  and  the 
same   responsibility  should  be  enforced 
with  regard  to  these  small  work-places. 
Not  only  are  they  utterly  unwholesome. 
T/te  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 


We   hear   of  the  statutable    tables  of 
hours  being  put  up  in  these  rooms  when 
the  Inspector  is  expected,    but  usually 
being  out  of  sight.   The  responsibility  in 
r^ard  to    domestic    workshops   is,    of 
course,  at  present  nil.    The  B>eport  urges 
that  all  those  responsibilities  should  be 
clearer    and   recognised,   and   that  the 
Legislature  should  insist  upon  their  being 
discharged.     I  believe  the  Report  touches 
upon  every  particular.     It  recommends 
that  you  should  appoint  such  a  number  of 
Inspectors  as  will  be  really  able  to  do  the 
work,  that  you  should  give  them  power  to 
enter  places  which  they  ought  to  enter 
without  warrant,  and  that  you  should 
enable  them   to    act   together,    which, 
under     three     different      departments, 
is      very     difficult.     It    suggests    that 
the    County    CouncUs    would   be    veiy 
fit  to  undertake  the  management  of  this 
system  of  inspection.     Then  it  suggests 
the  necessary  Amendments  in  the  Acts ; 
and  it  recommends  registration  of  wprk- 
rooms.     I  do  not  believe  that  that  is  so 
difficult  a  matter  as  is  sometimes  antici- 
pated.    Without  interfering  at  all  with 
domestic  privacy,  or  any  rooms  which  are 
simply  dwelling  rooms,  these  small  work- 
shops ought  to  be  subject  to  inspection, 
as  they  are,  for  instance,  in  the  colony  of 
Victoria.    The  Act  in  force  in  the  Colony 
of  Victoria  gives  a  very  clear  definition 
of    places    which    may    properly   come 
under   that  description,  without  givmg 
power  to  enter  places  which  are  merely 
dwellings  of  families ;    it  creates  exemp- 
tion for  work-rooms  where  it  can  be 
shown    that    all    the    persons  engaged 
there    are   connected   by   blood,  or    by 
marriage,    or    in    which    steam   power 
is  not  employed.     These  various  recom- 
mendations simply  bring  to  bear  upon 
these   present  conditions  of  labour  the 
remedies  which  have  already  acted  with 
such  good  effect    in    the   case  of    the 
factories,  mines,  and  mills  of  England. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  sanitary  officers, 
the  independence  of  their  appointment 
should  be  secured,   their  numbers  and 
powers  increased.     That  is  the  real  way 
of    dealing    with    these    matters,    and 
not    by     leaving    their     appointments 
to    the   persons  whom   they    have    to 
overlook,    the    owners    of    these    very 
houses    assembled     in     their    vestries. 
What    is    wanted    now,    my  Lords,  in 
the  way  of    legislation   is    simply  tiiat 
the  first  two  plain  steps  should  be  taken, 
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and  taken  enetgetically,  to  make  owners 
and  to  make  employers  responsible.  Then, 
after  that,  if  they  fail  to  prodnce  the 
effect  they  have  produced  elsewhere  it 
will  become  patent  what  other  steps 
should  be  taken.  If  the  Committee  had 
recommended  that  competition  should  be 
dealt  with  the  Qreek  Kalends  would 
be  here  before  one  remedy  would  be 
applied.  The  first  steps  are  easy,  and  I 
think  that  not  a  month  should  be  lost  in 
dmiring  a  Bill  for  the  purpose.  •  In  the 
caose  of  the  weak  it  should  be  taken  in 
hand  at  once.  As  to  foreign  immigra- 
tion the  noble  Earl  has  said  there  should 
be  no  immigration  allowed.  Exclusion 
is  not  a  yery  heroic  remedy,  and  what 
wonld  be  the  result  if  it  were  carried 
out?  Exclusion,  if  carried  out,  would 
require  expulsion  too.  Is  it  proposed 
that  that  measure,  too,  should  be  carried 
out  in  free  England  %  Are  we  to  see  men 
wandering,  as  some  of  the  witnesses  told 
OS  they  had  wartdered  in  Russia,  from 
one  city  to  another,  being  thrown  from 
each,  and  told  "There  were  enough 
Jews  there  already,  and  that  they  must 
go  elsewhere  to  find  a  city  in  which 
there  was  room  for  one  more  P  "  That  is 
the  way  in  which  exclusion  works  in 
other  countries.  Among  the  Jews  who 
come  to  us  are  some  of  the  thriftiest, 
soberest,  .and  most  orderly  of  our 
population.  Foreign  immigrants  have 
founded  in  this  country  some  of  our  best 
trades.  Those  old  immigrants  were  not  all 
anskiUed  woilxnen,  neither  are.  all  these 
unskilled  workmen.  Itlstoberemembered, 
also,  that  exclusion  might  cany  away 
trade  of  vast  importance  from  our  own 
people,  and  leave  oar  own  people  unable 
to  obtain  even  the  scanty  subsistence 
which  they  obtain  now.  We  were  told 
by  some  of  the  witnesses  who  came 
before  the  Committee,  that  no  little  trade 
now  remaining  with  us  was  carried 
on  in  a  very  hesitating  manner,  that  our 
hold  on  it  was  but  slight,  and  that  very 
little  was  wanted  to  sweep  it  from  our 
shores.  I  hope  the  steps  recommended 
by  the  Committee  will  be  taken  with 
vigour.  Due  responsibility  must  be 
iaid  upon  owners  and  employers,  and 
technioJ  education  must  be  enoonr- 
aged.  Above  all  things,  my  Lords, 
benevolent  zeal  must  go  on  to  do  its 
work.  Qthere  are  many  living  among 
tiie  poorer  people  now  who  set  them 
noble  examples,  who  bring   them  into 


reading-rooms,  afford  them  the  means  of 
recreation,  provide  for  them  classes,  and 
give  them  assistance  toward  self-help  of 
every  sort  and  kind.  And  they  do  change 
the  habits  of  these  poor  people,  and  raise 
them  to  a  higher  standard.  The  sym- 
pathy with  them  and  the  interest  in  the 
subject  which  I  believe  this  Report  will 
produce  will  go  &r  to  benefit  them. 
Sympathy  and  respect  for  labour  will  be 
stirred  up  among  people  who  have  pven 
little  or  no  attention  to  the  subject  hither- 
to. In  my  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion 
of  the  driest  and  hardest  writers  upon 
the  subject,  such  sympathy  is  necessary 
in  order  to  raise  these  burdens,  and  is 
finally  a  sure  means  of  effecting  that  end, 
after  which  legpislation  would  toil  in 
vain. 
•Lord  db  RAMSEY:  My  Lords, 
whatever  may  be  thought  within  these 
walls  as  to  the  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  noble  Earl  (Dunraven),  and 
the  rest  of  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  think  I  may  say  that  outside 
these  walls  there  will  be  but  one  feeling 
of  gratitude  to  the  noble  Earl  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Committee  for 
their  labour  connected  with  this  most 
difficult  subject.  And  when  yonr  Lord- 
ships have  been  told  that  one  member  of 
that  Committee  has  spent  300  hours  in 
analysing  details  of  evidence,  I  think 
from  that  fact  the  country  will  judge  to 
what  an  extent  the  interest  felt  in  this 
subject  has  been  shared  in  this  House  and 
by  the  way  in  which  it  has  been  taken  up 
by  your  Lordships.  What,  after  all,  does 
the  difference  between  the  noble  Earl 
and  the  members  of  the  Committee  come 
to?  It  is  essentially  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  how  we  can  arrive  at  the 
best  way  to  give  effect  to  what  we  all 
desire.  The  noble  Eari's  proposed 
Report  was  very  drastic  in  some  of  its 
remedies,  while  the  members  of  the 
Committee  look  to  what  is  practicable. 
My  Lords,  yon  will  not  expect  from  me 
to-night  any  attempt  to  say  what  can  be 
done  or  what  should  be  done.  It  is  in  a 
commercial  country  like  this  a  matter 
of  the  very  greatest  importance  when 
any  matters  concerning  capital  and 
labour  come  before  us,  that  those  matters 
should  be  treated  most  carefully ;  other- 
wise, we  may  do  immense  mischief.  The 
Report  refers  chiefly  to  sanitation,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  has  already  in 
another    pla(»    made    a    statement    in 
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answer  to  an  hon.  Member  on  that 
subject.  Therefore,  yonr  Lordships  will, 
I  dare  saj,  forgive  me  if  this  evening  I 
do  not  go  deeply  into  what  may  be  con- 
sidered  necessary  to  be  done.  If  this 
Government,  or  any  other  Clovemment, 
should  think  well  to  take  up  the  portion 
or  portions  of  the  Report  regarding 
sanitation,  I  have  no  doubt  such  a  course 
in thatdirection would  meet  with  a  certain 
amount  of  approval.  But  I  think  before 
going  into  the  matter  of  sanitation  or  any 
other  matter  for  the  very  few  minutes 
that  I  intend  to  ask  for  your  attention,  it 
may  be  as  well  to  remind  your  Lordships 
that  we  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
in  this  country  with  the  result  of  the 
negotiations  of  the  Berlin  Conference, 
and  it  is  satis&ctory  to  find  that  this 
country,  by  its  Factory  Acts  and  its 
Workshops  Acts,  has  taken  the  lead  in 
the  civilised  world  in  the  course  I  am 
referring  to,  and  I  think  we  should  make 
a  bad  return  to  those  who  have  assisted  in 
that  legislation,  and  to  some  of  those  who 
have  gone,  if  we  were,  by  any  undue 
meddling  with  that  which  has  turned 
out  so  well,  to  attempt  to  do  anything 
which  would  destroy  its  efEect.  If  we 
were  to  try  to  do  anything  impracticable 
in  the  shape  of  further  limiting  the  hours 
of  labour  for  women  and  young  persons  ; 
if  we  were  to  endeavour  by  any  means 
to  limit  the  hours  of  labour  for 
men,  we  might  unconsciously  perhaps, 
be  driving  trade  away  from  our  shores  ; 
and  in  these  days,  when  the  great 
mass  of  trade  is  centreing  round  the 
great  towns,  and  in  the  great  centres  of 
population,  we  might,  by  one  false  step, 
do  what  a  great  strike  appears  to  have 
done  lately  to  the  Port  of  London. 
Local  Authorities  may  do  a  great  deal 
more  than  they  have  done  to  carry  out 
the  wishes  of  the  (Committee  in  the 
matter  of  sanitation.  We  have  now,  both 
in  rural  and  urban  districts,  medical  offi- 
cers, sanitary  officers,  and  Inspectors,  and 
we  have  also  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  of  the  County  Councils.  It  may  be 
possible  in  the  future  to  insist  upon  the 
machinery  which  is  now  in  existence 
being  applied  to  those  places  which  that 
machinery  has  failed,  at  present,  to 
reach,  and  I  believe  that  if  that  course 
were  adopted  it  might  meet  with  the 
approval  of  Parliament  better  than  by 
creating  a  new  and  large  army  of  Fac- 
tory and  Workshop  Inspectors,  an  army 
Lord  de  Ramsey 


as  to  which,  it  would  be  quite  open  to 
question,  whether  its  members  are  adapted 
for  the  work  required  to  be  done,  or  are 
qualified  to  be  judges  of  what  is  proper 
sanitation.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  foreign  immigration,  I  do  not  wish  to 
add  a  word  to  what  has  fallen  from  the 
very  reverend  Prelate  who  spoke  jnBt 
before  me  ;  and  I  will  pass  on  to  a  matter 
which  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Report, 
though  what  I  have  to  say  afEects  it  in 
reference  to  paragraph  193.  Yomr 
Lordships  will  be  glad  to  hear 
that  no  refusal  has  yet  been  made, 
when  leave  has  been  asked  for,  to  enter 
private  workshops.  That  is  the  Report 
of  the  Factory  Inspectors,  and  therefore, 
if  it  should  please  Parliament  to  insist  on 
further  inspection  there  would  be,  judg- 
ing from  the  past,  no  difficulty  ahoat 
that  matter.  But,  my  Lords,  an 
Englishman's  house  is  his  castle  ;  and  1 
believe  it  will  not  be  the  wish  of  this 
Government,  and  I  hope  not  of  any  other 
Government,  to  unnecessarily  curtail 
that  liberty  which  we,  one  and  all  of  ns, 
uphold.  I  notice  that  there  is  oniy  one 
recommendation  in  the  Report  as  to  the  ' 
limitation  of  machinery  used — what 
machinery  should  be  used  or  should  not 
be  used ;  and  the  Committee  have  recom- 
mended that  women  should  not  use  an 
instrument  called  an  "  Oliver  "  of  above 
a  certain  weight.  My  Lords,  the  Report 
is  very  interesting,  and  I  wish  I  could 
have  said  something  mora  definite,  but 
I  must  say  this,  that  I  do  agree  with  the 
noble  Earl  (Lord  Derby)  when  he  sajs 
that  we  must  look  to  the  stoppage  of 
early  marriages  and  to  better  education ; 
and  our  working  classes  must  learn  that 
heroic  remedies  cannot  altogether  better 
their  lot.  This  Committee  may  be  cer- 
tain that  the  results  of  their  labours 
will  be  read  with  great  care  by  our  arti- 
sans and  operatives,  and  I  am  sure  of 
this,  that  if  by  any  extension  of  existing 
legislation  Parliament  can  see  its  way 
to  better  their  lot,  they  will  not  have  to 
wait  long  if  such  legislation  can  be 
made  practicable  for  their  wel&re. 
•The  Bishop  of  RIPON:  My  Lords,! 
trust  I  may  claim  the  indulgence  which 
I  think  your  Lordships'  House  is  always 
ready  to  extend  to  one  who  ventures  to 
address  you  for  the  first  time.  I  may 
say  at  the  outset  that  I  feel  very  cordially 
in  agreement  with  the  noble  Earl  who 
deprecated  anything  like  a   declaration 
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^aonr  part  which  would  g^ve  rise  to 
yse  hopes  or  expectations  out  of  doors. 
1\>  raise  folse  hopes  is  always  a  mistake, 
bnt  I  maj  venture  to  point  out  that,  on 
tiie  other  hand,  it  is  dangerous  un- 
wisdom  for  any  Legislature  to  destroy 
tiie  hopes  and  Intimate  aspirations 
of  the  people.  But  to  ignore  a  dis- 
tress and  to  kill  out  hope  is,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  to  beget  at  once  the 
spirit  of  despair,  which  is  the  parent  of 
violence.  Having  said  that  much  I  am 
sore  yon  will  allow  me  to  give  the  im- 
pressions which  have  been  passing 
through  my  own  mind,  not  merely  from 
going  through  the  Be  port  but  from  diving 
into  the  evidence  by  which  it  is  accom- 
puied.  I  thought  it  would  not  be  quite 
right  or  honest  for  any  Member 
of  your  Lordships'  House  to  read  the 
Report  without  supporting  it  in  some 
degree  by  a  study  of  the  evidence ;  imd 
the  result  of  my  survey  and  study  of  the 
evidence  is  a  deep  impression  that  there 
is  certainly  revealed  by  it  a  state  of 
tilings  which  is  one  of  distress  and 
danger.  The  conclusion  which  I  reached 
is  that  certainly  something  ought  to 
be  done.  I  am  aware  that  when  a 
person  has  committed  himself  to  that 
utterance  he  is  open  to  the  cheap  retort 
that  that  is  a  cheap  and  easy  thing  to 
say,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  foce 
the  question,  "  What  can  be  done  1 " 
Bnt  may  I  venture  to  lay  down 
another'  aphorism,  which,  at  any  rate, 
I  am  myself  old-fashioned  enough  to 
believe  in,  and  that  is  that  wherever  it 
csD  be  shown  that  something  ought  to 
be  done  theire  must  be  a  way  of  doing 
something,  at  any  rate,  towards  that  end. 
And,  my  Lords,  when  I  say  that  some- 
tiling  ought  to  be  done,  I  speak  not  only 
of  distress  but  of  dangler.  You  have 
read  the  Report  and  the  evidence. 
It  gives  a  picture  of  misery.  It  is  a 
picture  of  long  hours  and  low  wages,  of 
wretched  insanitary  houses  and  short 
lives.  It  has  been  said  by  someone, 
with  what  degree  of  authoriiy  I  do  not 
know,  that  one-ninth  of  the  people  of 
London  end  their  days  in  the  workhouse. 
It  is  not  merely  a  picture  of  misery,  how- 
ever, it  isa  picture  of  misery  overshadowed 
by  oppression.  We  have  heard  of  the 
sweater,  the  fogger,  and  of  the  trnckster ; 
I  have  been  searching  in  my  mind 
for  some  ancient  authority  from  whom  I 
might  derive  a  parallel  to  the  sweater  : 
VOL.  CCCXLV.     [thibd  6KRIKS.] 


and  I  recollect  that  transaction  of  ancient 
days  in  which  a  man  took  a  mean  advan- 
tage of  the  necessities  of  his  brother  man 
and  bought  a  birthright  for  a  mess  of 
pottage.  I  think  when  that  mess 
of  pottage  was  sold  so  dearly  that 
was  a  true  description  of  the  sweater. 
It  was  an  ancient  instance,  and  it 
gives  a  hint  for  the  real  definition  of 
a  sweater — he  is  the  man  who  takes 
advantage  of  the  necessities  of  his 
brother  man.  There  have  been  such  iu 
all  ages ;  and  as  we  read  of  the  greed 
of  the  sweater  and  the .  intensity  of  the 
misery  of  which  he  takes  advantage,  I 
see  reproduced  the  picture  which  the 
Prophet  drew  of  the  men  of  his  day 
who  panted  for  the  dust  on  the  head 
of  the  poor — who  sold  the  righteous  for 
silver  and  the  needy  for  a  pair  of  shoes. 
My  Lords,  if  that  were  the  only  picture, 
its  misery  would  be  bad  enough,  but  in 
that  picture  we  hare  two  darker  shadows 
— life  prematurely  cut  short,  and,  what  is 
worse,  a  life  so  spiritless,  so  hopeless,  so 
apathetic,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  said  to 
be  life  at  all.  Nothing  struck  me  with 
so  much  force  in  this  evidence  as  that 
portion  of  it  which  made  it  clear  that 
the  people  you  have  to  deal  with  is  a 
people  from  whom  all  spirit  seems  to 
have  departed.  Their  acquiescence  in 
tyranny  is  absolutely  mournful.  To 
show  how  deep  is  that  apathy,  I  would 
refer  your  Lordships  to  the  evidence  of 
the  witnesses  Mr.  Hoffmann,  and  Mr. 
Arnold  White.  What  is  it  you  find 
there  P  You  find  an  absolute  spiritless- 
ness,  which  was  incapable  of  understand- 
ing what  advantages  could  be  legally 
claimed,  an  absolute  acquiescence  in 
tyrannies  which  men  of  spirit  and  energy 
would  at  once  have  resented.  Imagine 
how  spiritless  they  must  have  grown, 
when  men  and  women  accept  less  than 
the  regulation  wages ;  when  they  sub- 
mit to  work  nine  to  11  hours  as  a  half- 
day's  work ;  when  they  permit  a  portion 
of  their  wages  to  be  withheld,  the 
money  so  withheld  being  made  the 
means  of  a  new  oppression,  and  of  pre- 
venting them  seeking  to  obtain  higher 
wages  elsewhere.  This  evidence,  my 
Lords,  presents  pictures  of  deep  dis- 
tress ;  bnt  beyond  them  lie  threatenings 
of  danger.  It  is  not  a  picture  of 
any  small  danger,  or  of  dangers  of  a 
particular  class ;  but  of  dangers  which 
beset  the  community.  I  would  call 
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ftttention  to  the  evidence  aa  to  the 
gpreading  of  disease.  I  think  the 
evidence  given  before  the  Committee  is 
complete,  that  disease  is  spread  through 
the  instmmentalitj  of  those  workshops. 
Insanitary  conditions  breed  disease ; 
clothing  is  infected  by  disease  among  the 
-workers.  One  witness  from  Leeds  gave 
evidence  that,  at  any  rate,  one-third  of 
the  contagions  diseases  in  that  town 
were  not  reported.  What,  my  Lords, 
does  that  mean,  if  not  peril  to  the 
community ?  This  danger  in  itself  is  one 
great  reason  for  saying  that  something 
ought  to  be  done.  The  spreading  of 
disease  in  this  way  seems  to  be 
inevitable.  It  passes  on  its  own  subtle 
way.  It  may  meet  you  in  your  own 
homes,  however  careful  you  may  be. 
You  may  live  where  all  the  arrange- 
ments known  to  science  give  you  entire 
security,  but  it  pursues  you :  it  comes 
in  the  clothes ;  it  travels  in  your  letters. 
The  ancient  picture  of  danger  is  revived. 
Escape  cannot  be  calculated.  It  is  as 
though  a  man  fled  from  a  lion  and  a  bear 
met  him,  and  when  he  went  to  his 
house  and  leaned  upon  the  wall  the 
serpent  bit  him.  That  is  a  danger,  but 
it  is  not  the  only  one.  There  are  also 
the  dangers  which  arise  from  impaired 
health,  and  from  the  enfeebled  physical 
powers  of  a  section  of  the  population  ; 
and  this  is  a  consideration  which  a  great 
nation  ought  surely  to  take  into  account. 
Those,  my  Lords,  are  the  dangers  and 
distresses.  Something  ought  to  be  done, 
and  something  can  be  done.  As  I  have 
looked  at  this  matter  I  would  not  for  one 
moment  countenance  heroic  l^islation, 
or  speak  a  single  word  which  would  seem 
to  convey  that  you  can  easily  deal  with 
these  questions  which  are  connected 
with  economic  laws  or  with  the  organic 
life  of  the  people.  But  this  is 
clear,  that  something  can  be  done  to 
remedy  these  g^reat  evils.  Palliatives, 
not  remedies,  tixe  noble  Earl  opposite 
called  them,  but  I  should  be  inclined  to 
hope  they  would  be  found  to  be  remedies. 
Let  us  look  for  one  moment  in  consider- 
ing what  can  be  done,  and  see  what  has 
been  done.  Legislation  of  this  character 
has  taken  place  in  the  past.  Legislation 
took  place  which  was  intended  to  put 
an  end  to  the  truck  system.  But 
the  evidence  has  shown  that  that 
Act  of  Parliament  is  ignored,  and 
that  it  is  very  easy  to  drive,  as 
The  Bishop  ofRipon 


the  common  expression  is,  a  coach  and 
four  through  it.  I  think,'  my  Lords,  if 
it  were  a  quaetion  of  fishing,  and  some  of 
the  fish  were  escaping  your  net,  I  think 
you  would  be  able  to  do  something.  Ton 
would  make  the  meshes  smaller.  Is  it  not 
possible  todo  that  inregard  to  theseActsof 
Parliament^  and  in  that  way  to  minimise 
some  of  the  evils  which  exist  ?  But  it  is 
not  merely  the  question  of  breaches  of  the 
Truck  Acts  with  which  you  have  to  deal. 
It  is  a  question  what  other  arrangements. 
— what  other  precautions — can  you  take ! 
Factory  Inspectors  have  done  much,  bat 
not  enough,  to  mitigate  the  evils. 
The  complaint  which  arises — and  I  think 
that  the  Report  bears  it  out — that  the 
Inspectors  themselves  are  inadequate  or 
unable  to  perform  the  task  imposed  upon 
them  implies  that  they  are  not  sufficiently 
numerous.  It  is  in  the  power  oS.  the 
Legislature  to  deal  with  the  matter,  and 
it  is  also  in  the  power  of  the  Legislatore 
to  enforce  inspection.  Something  has 
been  said  this  evening  about  invading 
the  sanctuary  of  a  man's  home.  We 
know  it  hafi  been  said  that  an  English 
man's  house  is  his  castle,  and  that  yon 
must  not  invade  its  sacred  precincts. 
I  am  ready  to  admit  it;  but,  my 
Lords,  I  put  it  to  you  that  when  a 
habitation  ceases  to  be  .a  home,  when  it 
becomes  in  practice  a  workshop,  can  any- 
one believe  that  it  is  entitled  to  that 
sanctity  which  belongs  to  a  home  t  As 
long  as  it  is  a  home,  respect  it ;  bat  the 
moment  it  becomes  a  den  of  tyranny,  it  is, 
I  think,  right  to  claim  entrance  there. 
Now,  my  Lords,  tho  word  "respon- 
sibility "  has  been  used,  and  I  am  thank- 
ful that  it  has  been  used.  It  seenos  to 
me  that  in  all  l^:iBlation,  speaking  under 
the  correction  of  those  who  know  better 
than  myself,  one  of  the  greatest  difS- 
culties  has  been  the  necessity  of  settling 
responsibility  somewhere;  but  I  am 
equally  persuaded  that  we  are  losing  our 
opportunities,  and  mistaking  the  problem 
before  us  here,  if  we  hesitate  to  fasten 
the  responsibility  somewhere.  Ton  can 
discern  where  it  ought  to  lie.  If  the 
owner  and  employer  have  interests 
in  the  matter  you  can,  at  any  rate, 
determine  that  the  employer  and  the 
owner,  as  the  Primate  Ims  suggested, 
are,  and  can  be,  made  jointly  respon- 
sible. But  I  should  prefer  that  one 
person,  at  any  rate,  should  be  held  re- 
sponsible, and  that  that  person,  in  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


477 


The  Sweating 


(JUHB  10,  1890} 


System. 


478 


case  of  workshops,  should  be  the   em- 
ployer.   In   these  ways  surely   legisla- 
tion in  the  matter  is   possible.     Again, 
another    thing,    mj    Lords,   has    come 
ont   of  the  Heport.       We    know   that 
knowledge  is  power,  and  we  find  from 
the  Beport  that  want  of   skill   leaves 
a  man  at  the  mercy  of  his  employer. 
Hence,  if  to  improve   knowledge  is  to 
increase  power,  the  possession  of  skill  is 
a  protection  against  tyranny.     Now,  the 
remedy  for  this  want  of  power  in  the 
unskilled  lies  snrely  in  affording  largely 
increased    opportunities     for    what    we 
call  technical  education.     This  touches 
Ae  altered  Code  of  which  so  much  has 
been  said.    May  I  throw  ont  at  the  close 
of  my  remarks  two  suggestions  1    There 
is,  my  Lords,  an  influence  which  lies 
beyond  the  question  of  legislation.    I 
acknowledge  as  freely  as  anyone   that 
yon  con  never  legislate  in  such  a  way 
as  to  make    abuses   impossible.      The 
ingenuity  of   rapacity  will  be  sure  to 
find  a  way  to  evade  your  Statutes  ;  and 
greed     will      drive      its     triumphant 
chariot    through    your    Acts    of    Par- 
liament.      But    discussions    like    this 
are  rendering    strength    and  power  to 
that   unwritten    Code    which  is   more 
potent  than  any  Acts   of    Parliament. 
But  what  is  that  unwritten  Codef    It 
is  found  in  the  spirit  of  a  people;  its 
throne  is  the  national  conscience,  and 
its   power    is    that    force    which    one 
of  liie    Members    of    your    Lordships' 
.  Baaao    has    called   the    greatest    force 
in  the  world — public  opinion.    To  appeal 
to   public    opinion  to    raise   it    and   to 
make    its    voice    stronger    upon     this 
question  should  be  your  aim;  and  this, 
I  say,  is  one  remedy  which  is  largely 
in  your  Lordships'  hands.    There  is  one 
thing  which  your  Lordships    may  do 
yonrselves  in  this :  you  may  lend  your 
aid  to  lead  the   fashion.     Hurry  and 
haste  are  the  opportunity  of  the  sweater. 
It  is  possible  for  ns  so  to  direct  and  influ- 
ence public  opinion  as,  at  any  rate,  to  in- 
dnoethoeewhoare  responsible  for  the  haste 
with  which  work  is  done  more  careful  to 
give  their  orders  beforehand,  and  not  to 
czDwd  their  orders  together  upon  those 
whom  they  employ ;  we  can  thus  lessen 
the  opportunities  which  evil  men   are 
only  too  ready  to  use.    Then  the  other 
point  upon  which  I  would  say  my  closing 
words  is  this  :     I  venture  to  think  that 
the    problem     lies     largely     in      the 


production  of  an  inferior  class  of  goods. 
A  noble  Earl  boasted  the  other  day  to 
an   audience    that,  in  addressing    your 
Lordships'   House,    he  wore  a  pair  of 
co-operative  trousers.     If  that  meant  a 
determination  to  use  only  the  best  goods, 
and    to  pay  a  fair   price   for  them,  it 
would  be  a   good  step    in  the   desired 
direction,  and  would  pave  the  way  for 
others.     The  fashion  might  well  be  set, 
and    the    determination   mode    to    use 
only  sound  articles,  and  to  pay  a  good 
and  fair  price  for  them.     My  Lords,  that 
is  the  last  suggestion  I  have  to  make.   I 
appeal  to  your  Lordships  not  to  say  that 
nothing  can  be  done,  for  outside  there 
are  anziona  ones  waiting  to  know  what 
will  be  said.    Behind  the  reserved  words 
of   the   Beport  there  are  hearts  which 
are  sad,  and  lives  which  are  depressed 
with  misery,  appealing  to  you  through 
such  a  Report  as  this,  and  imploring  you 
to  open  the  door  of  your  compassion,  and 
to  take  what  practical  steps  you  can  to 
remedy  these  vast  evils. 
•Thb    Eael    07    DUNRAYEN:    My 
Lords,  my  noble  Friend    on  the    Cross 
Benches,    with    a     kindly      sympathy 
for  me,  invited  me    to    go    and  take 
my    seat     beside    him     there;    but    I 
confess,     when     I     heard     my     noble 
Friend    Lord    Monkswell    declare     his 
intention    of    attacking    me     at     close 
quarters,  I  congratulated  myself  that  I  sit 
at  some   distance  from   him,   and    that 
there  is  a  Rule  which  prevents  a  noble 
Lord  crossing  the  House  in  front  of  the 
Lord   Chancellor.        My    noble    Friend 
Lord  Monkswell's    speech    chiefly    con- 
sisted of  denials  of,  and  certain  assertions 
upon,  the  deductions  from  the  evidence 
which  I  gave  your  Lordships  yesterday. 
I  am  very  pleased  that,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  Debate  was  adjourned  yesterday, 
noble  Lords  have  had  some  opportunity 
of  considering  my  remarks  of  last  night, 
and  of  preparing  themselves  to  answer 
them.     I  am  only  sorry  the  result  has 
not  been  more  successful.  The  noble  Earl 
Lord  Derby  said  yesterday,  and  said  very 
truly,  that,  as  I  hod  travelled  over  con- 
siderable   ground,    he  found    it    very 
di£Bcult  to  answer  the  points  I  had  raised. 
I  am  in  precisely  the  same  position  in 
regard  to  my  noble  Friend  Lord  Monks- 
well.     He  has  raised  so  many  points  in 
his  speech  that,   as  I  have  not  had  the 
advantage  of  studying  it,  I  must  aak 
your  Lordships  to  excuse  me  if  I  do  not 
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answer  overj  point  which  he  has  raised. 
Ab  I  said,  my  noble  Friend's  speech 
largely  consisted  of  an  assertion.  He 
stated  that  in  regard  to  what  I  said  as 
to  paragraph  65  I  was  all  wrong,  for  he 
had  examined  the  marginal  references 
and  he  had  found  them  all  right.  What 
I  laid  before  yonr  Lordships  yesterday 
was  my  opinion  with  reg&rd  to  that 
paragraph,  and  I  supported  it  by  refer- 
ences to  the  evidence  of  every  one  of  the 
witnesses.  I  did  not  ask  your  Lordships 
to  accept  my  simple  assertion  that  the 
evidence  of  the  witnesses  mentioned  in 
the  mai;gin  did  not  bear  out  the  conten- 
tion of  the  Committee  ;  but  I  supported 
the  statements  I  made,  and  g^ve  my 
reasons  for  making  them,  by  reading  the 
very  words  the  witnesses  used.  There 
is  one  personal  matter  which  I  think  I 
ought  to  touch  upon.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  very  generous  or  altogether  just  of  my 
noble  Friend  opposite  to  accuse  me  of 
being  the  cause  why  your  Lordships' 
Committee  did  not  report  last  Session. 
He  says  it  was  owing  to  the  course  taken 
by  me  that  for  three  or  four  weeks  in 
June  the  Committee  did  not  sit. 

•LOBD  MONKSWELL :  Six  weeks  after 
the  end  of  May. 

•The  Earl  or  DUNRAVBN:  As  a 
matter  of  &ict,  the  reason  why  the  Com- 
mittee did  not  sit  for  several  weeks  was 
that  three  or  four  important  witnesses, 
Mr.  GifEen,  Mr.  Shipton,  Mr.  Redgrave, 
Mr.  Oram,  and  various  witnesses 
of  that  class  were  not  ready,  and 
I  was  waiting  for  the  evidence. 
There  would  have  been  no  object  in 
bringing  the  Committee  together,  and  I 
was  not  responsible  for  the  delay. 

•Lord  MONKSWELL  :  The  noble  Earl 
will  allow  me  to  say  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that.  I  am  only  sorry  that  explanation 
was  not  given  before. 

•The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN:  I  was 
exceedingly  anxious  that  the  Report 
should  be  got  out  last  Session.  I  greatly 
regretted  that  the  Committee  would  not 
consider  a  Report  in  August  last.  They 
had  four  or  five  weeks  remaining  of 
the  Session  to  do  so.  My  noble 
Friend  has  said  that  he  spent  300  hours 
in  making  an  epitome  of  the  evidence. 
To  assist  him  in  making  that  epitome  he 
had  my  draft,  which  contains,  with 
five  or  six  exceptions,  every  reference  to 
evidence  that  is  given  in  the  Report,  and 
most  of  the  deductions  and  conclusions 
The  Earl  of  Dunraven 


from  evidence.  The  draft  must  have 
been  of  some  little  assistance  to  him. 
Yet  he  consumed  300  hours,  as  he  informs 
us,  in  preparing  a  summary.  He 
must,  therefore,  appreciate  the  di£Bciil<y 
of  drafting  a  Report.  So  anxions 
was  I  that  the  Report  should  be  oat 
before  the  end  of  the  Session  that  I  had 
it  printed  and  circulated  10  days  after 
the  Committee  ceased  to  take  evidence. 
I  mention  that  fact  to  show  that  I  did 
my  utmost  to  get  the  draft  out  in  time, 
and  thaty  so  for  as  I  was  concerned, 
nothing  that  I  could  do  was  wanting. 
Now,  tibere  is  another  point  to  which  I 
think  I  should  refer.  It  was  men- 
tioned also  by  my  noble  Friend  Lord 
Derby,  I  think,  last  night.  That  point 
is,  tlmt  I  must  be  wrong  in  supposing 
that  the  excessive  competition  of  em- 
ployers has  resulted  in  a  cutting-down 
of  prices.  According  to  the  laws  of 
political  economy,  the  competition  among 
employers  ought  naturally  to  have  caused 
a  rise  in  prices  or  in  wages.  But  it  hag 
not  done  so ;  and  if  yonr  Lordships  will 
consider  the  peculiarities  of  the  case,  you 
will  see  why.  This  excessive  competition 
among  manufacturers  has  produced,  as  I 
explained  to  your  Lordships  last  night, 
an  excessive  desire  to  obtain  cheapness  in 
production,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of  ex- 
cellence. This  led  to  ihe  substitution 
of  cheap,  unskilled  labour  for  dear  skilled 
labour,  and  that  fact  has  favoured  and 
led  to  the  employment  of  destitute 
foreign  labour.  If  the  labour  market 
was  limited,competition  among  employers 
would,  of  course,  raise  wages ;  but  the 
market  being  unlimited,  any  amount  of 
this  cheap,  foreign  labour  being  obtain- 
able from  the  constant  stream  of  foreign 
immigration,  the  efEect  has  been  exactly 
the  opposite.  The  effect  has  been  to 
supplant  well-paid  and  skilled  native 
labour  by  very  badly-paid  unskilled 
foreign  labour,  and  to  drive  a  very  con- 
siderable amount  of  British  labour  out  of 
employment  altogether.  It  has  been 
said  in  reference  to  that  part  of  the  sub- 
ject that  this  foreign  labour  is  not  desti- 
tute, and  that  it  does  not  go  on  the  rates. 
The  noble  Earl,  Lord  Derby,  said  last 
night  that,  as  these  foreign  labourers  did 
not  fall  upon  the  rates  or  live  en  charity, 
they  were  not  to  be  considered  paupets. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  they  do  not  go 
on  the  rates  to  any  great  extent,  but  it  is 
equally  true  that  they  force  the  native 
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population  on  the  rates.  The  Bishop  of 
Bedford,  and  Mritness  after  witneen,  ad- 
mitted that  the  foreigners  themselves 
went  upon  the  rates  to  a  very  slight  ex- 
tent, but  they  all  asserted  that  they  were 
the  cause  of  pauperism  in  others,  and 
did  drive  British  kkbonr,  to  a  very  great 
extent,  upon  the  rates.  As  to  their 
receiving  charity,  they  are  assisted  to  a 
very  considerable  extent  by  the  Jewish 
Board  of  Guardians.  Though  the  rule 
of  the  Jewish  Board  of  Guardians  is  not 
to  give  them  assistance  or  relief  until 
they  have  resided  six  months  in  this 
coantry,  they  do  give  them  assistance 
when  they  are  in*real  want — that  is  to 
gay,  in  a  state  of  semi-starvation,  and 
they  assist  them  also  out  of  the  country. 
Then  there  are  the  Leman  Street  refuge, 
the  minor  synagogues,  and  other  Jewish 
Bodies  to  which  Mr.  Stephany  admitted 
they  applied  for  assistance,  and  various 
other  institutions.  As  to  their  not  being 
paupers,  the  whole  body  of  the  evidence 
was  to  the  efEect  that  they  were  paupers, 
if  by  paupers  you  mean  persons  in  a 
destitute  condition  and  unable  to  support 
themselves.  Even  Mr.  Stephany,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Jewish  Bo8u:d  of 
Guardians,  admitted  that  the  bulk  of 
these  foreign  immigrants  would  be  unable 
to  take  care  of  themselves  without 
becoming  a  public  charge  on  landing  in 
this  country  unless  they  were  assisted 
by  various  charitable  institutions.  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything 
else  of  very  great  importance  that  it  is 
necessiry  for  me  to  comment  upon.  I 
have  been  rather  twitted  for  not  making 
any  distinct  recommendation  in  regard 
to  the  matter  of  foreign  immigration.  I 
explained  to  your  Lordships  last  night 
why  I  did  not  do  so.  It  was  because 
the  House  of  Commons  was  inquiring 
into  the  subject.  The  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  reported,  and 
reported  rather  strongly,  shortly  after  my 
draft  was  circulated ;  and  if  the  recom- 
mendations in  that  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  were 
thoroughly  carried  out,  I,  for  one, 
should  be  fairly  satisfied  for  a  time. 
Bat  I  should  not  like  your  Lordships 
to  think  I  shrink  from  the<  logical 
conclusions  of  what  I  have  said.  I  said 
last  night  that  as  long  as  your  labour 
market  here  is  liable  to  be  flooded  with 
cheaper  unskilled  foreign  labour  I 
greatly  doubted  whether  it  was  in  the 


power  of  the  workers  themselves,  by 
self-help  and  mutual  help,  to  obtain  for 
themselves  better  wages,  or  to  do  any- 
thing which  will  materially  and  perma- 
nently benefit  their  position;  and  I 
should,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  speaking 
for  myself,  be  very  glad,  therefore,  if 
this  country  did  what  every  other 
country  in  ^e  world  has  done — that  is, 
adopt  measures  to  protect  itself  from 
alien  pauper  immigration.  My  noble 
Friend,  Lord  Derby,  said  there  was 
danger  of  retaliation  if  this  is  done. 
Well,  my  Lords,  as  I  was  bom  in 
Ireland,  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say  they  retaliated  long  ago.  No  country- 
would  take  this  description  of  British 
labour.  Try  to  send  them  anywhere 
else,  and  see  what  will  be  the  result. 
Try  and  send  them  to  America,  and" 
you  will  find  they  will  send  them  back 
in  the  same  steamer.  And  it  is  the 
same  in  any  other  country — they  will 
not  receive  them.  We  are  the  only 
people  who  will  accept,  without  restric- 
tion, crowds  of  destitute  aliens.  With 
our  own  labourmarket  full  and  brimming 
over,  as  everybody  admits,  it  is  a  cruel 
folly  and  a  great  cause  of  distress  to- 
allow  the  labour  market  to  be  stUI 
further  congested.  We  are  the  only 
nation  on  earth  who  will  allow  it.  If 
any  noble  Lord  can  explain  how  it  is- 
possible  to  relieve  an  overfull  reservoir 
which  is  in  danger  of  bursting  by  letting- 
water  out  if  at  the  same  time  you  let  in 
an  equal  or  a  greater  stream,  I  f>hall  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  explanation.  I  should 
like  to  know  how  the  problem  can  be 
solved.  That,  my  Lords,  is,  I  think,  all 
that  I  have  to  touch  upon.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  in  the  least  useful  to 
your  Lordships,  or  serve  any  useful 
purpose  whatever,  if  I  were  to  go  into 
the  personal  questions  which  have  been 
raised  by  Lord  Thring,  and  if  the  noble 
Lord  will  excuse  me  I  will  not  make 
any  reply  to  the  observations  he  has 
made  than  to  say  that  I  disagree  entirely 
with  them  all.  There  are  three  points, 
my  Lords,  which  I  omitted  yesterday 
which  I  should  like  to  mention.  One  is 
that  in  speaking  of  the  omissions  in  the 
Factory  Acts  I  forgot  to  mention  that  all, 
or  the  greater  part,  of  the  work  places  at 
Cradley  Heath  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
are  entirely  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  the  Act.  They  are  not  attached  to 
premises ;  the  people  who  work  in  them 
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hire   their  stalls  and  become  occupiers. 
They  are  not  employed,  and  the  Factory 
Legislation    does    not    apply    to    them 
at    all.      That    is     a     matter     which 
ought    to    be    attended    to.    Another 
matter  ia  in  reference  to  the  Gorem- 
ment     contracts.      I     would     remind 
my  noble  Friend  on  the  Gross  Benches 
that  in  my  draft  I  made  no  recommenda- 
tion whate/er  as  to  settling  the  rate  of 
wages  in  Government   contracts.    All 
I  recommended  was  that  steps  should 
be  taken  to  see  that  there  should  be 
no  sub-contracting.      I  think  that  the 
system    of    the    Government    appoint- 
ing as  viewers  to  inspect  the  work  done 
by  contractors  for  the  nation,  men  who 
have  been,  or  who  were  at  the  time  of 
their  appointment,  employed  by  the  con- 
tractors, by  the  very  men  who  make  the 
contracts,  is  utterly  contrary  to  all  ideas 
of    business.    As  to  sub-contracting,  I 
think  some  action  should  be  taken  in  the 
matter.     At  present  all  we  have  to  rely 
upon  is  the  good  will  and  desire  to  do 
right  of  the  Director  of  Contracts.    We 
are  all  perfectly  satisfied,  no  doubt,  that 
he  will  do  all  that  is  necessary  or  right 
in  the  matter,  as  far  as  he  is  coucerned  ; 
but  it  is  impossible  to  tell  whatmay  happen 
in    the    future.      I    think   it    is   most 
desirable  that  by  some  Order  in  Council, 
or  by  some  means  of  that  kind,  a  rule 
should  be  laid  down  that  in  the  case  of 
Government    contracts    those  contracts 
should  be  executed  by  the  firms  which 
take  them  out.  At  the  present,  as  we  were 
told  by  witnesses  in  evidence,  even  if 
the  Factory  clause    is   inserted  in  the 
contracts  it  is  nobody's  business  to  see 
that  they  are  carried  out ;   and  that  also 
ought  to  be  remedied.     Then   there  is 
another  matter.      I  acm  glad   that    the 
Report   contains  a  valuable  suggestion 
in   the  direction   of  the   centralisation 
of  those  authorities  which  have  to  do 
with    all    these    labour    questions.       I 
<\rent  further   in  my  draft  and  recom- 
mended that  there  should  be  a  separate 
Department  constituted  to  deal  with  all 
these  matters.   I  think  that  is  necessary. 
I  think  the  work  is  so  divided  now  that 
it  canuot  possibly  be  well  done.     You 
have     the     Foreign     OflBoe    collecting 
statistics     about     labour     in     foreign 
countries,  the  Colonial  Office  doing  the 
same    thing   for    the   Colonies,    and   I 
think  three  or  four  other  Departments 
all    concerned   in    matters    which    are 
The  Earl  of  Dunrwoen 


closely  connected  with  the  interests  and 
legal  rights  of  labour.  I  bolieve  that  a 
separate  Department  would  be  efficacious 
in  this  matter ;  but  whether  that  is  so  or 
not,  I  am  glad  that  the  Committee  have 
recommended  centralisation,  and  I  hope 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  consider 
how  for  tlmt  can  be  carried  out.  My 
Lords,  that  is  all  I  propose  to  say.  If  I 
were  to  attempt  to  answer  the  speeches 
which  have  been  made  by  the  noble 
Lords  on  the  other  side  ot  the  Hotue, 
probably  my  best  way  of  doing  so  would 
be  to  send  for  a  file  of  the  Timet,  and  r«ad 
the  report  given  there  of  the  speech 
which  I  made  last  nigh't.  In  the  matters 
which  I  then  laid  before  the  House  I 
proved  my  statements  by.  ample  refe- 
rences to  the  evidence,  and  I  submit  to 
your  Lordships  that  I  made  oat  my  case, 
and  that  no  reply  whatever  has  been 
made  to  it. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  Does 
the  noble  Earl  wish  to  press  his  Amend- 
ment? 

Eael  WEMYSS:  I  do  not  wish  to 
press  my  Amendment. 

Amendment  and  Motion  (by  leave  of 
the  House)  withdrawn. 

HERRING    FISHKRT   (SCOTLAlsD)   ACT 
(1889)  AMENDMENT  BILL.-(No.  7fi.) 
House  in  Committee  (on  re-commit- 

ment)  (according  to  order) ;  Bill  reported 

without  further  amendment,  and  to  be 

read  3*  on  Thursday  next. 


TRUSTEES    APPOINTMENT    BILL. 

(No.  84.) 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

LoBD  HERSCHELL:  My  Lords,  I 
need  detain  your  Lordships  bat  for  a 
minute  in  moving  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill.  An  Act  was  passed  a  good 
many  years  ago,  now  known  as  Powell's 
Act,  to  facilitate  the  appointment  of  new 
Trustees  in  the  case  of  religious  oongre- 
g^tions  and  societies,  for  vesting  the 
property  in  the  newly-appointed 
Trustees  without  the  necessity  of  in- 
curring the  expense  and  trouble  of  a 
conveyance.  That  Act  has  been  found 
to  be  defective  in  cases  which  really 
came  fully  within  its  scope,  and  it  has 
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been  held  not  to  apply  to  the  Truatees  of 
chapels,  belonging,  among  others,  to  the 
Weslejan  connection,  because  they  are 
not  merely  Tmstees  of  the  individual 
ehapel,  bat  they  are  persons  holding  an 
official  position  in  connection  with  the 
,  Wesleyan  connection,  haying  charge  of 
one  or  more  than  one  place  of  worship, 
and  Trustees  of  them  all.  There 
«re  several  minor  provisions  in  the  Bill, 
bat  they  are  all  within  the  general 
scope  of  facilitating  the  appointment  of 
Trnstees  in  snch  cases.  I  anticipate  no 
objection  on  the  part  of  yonr  Lordships 
to  the  Second  Beading,  and  I  propose 
that  the  Bill  be  refeired  to  the  Oom- 
nittee  on  Law. 

Bill  read  8*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  the  Standing  Committee 
for  Bills  relating  to  Law,  <S50. 

KSW  AND  PETERSHAM  VICARAGE 
BILL.— (No.  77.) 

Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  the  Sbuiding  Committee 
for  Qeneral  Bills. 

AUSTRALASIAN  COLONIES. 

Address  for — 

"  Ketara  showing  the  date  at  which  re* 
«{ioo8'bIe  goTemment  was  proclaimed  in  each 
Aostraliaa  Colony;  the  estimated  population 
«{  each  colony  at  the  time  of  the  concession 
«{  responsible  government ;  together  witb,  if 
poKsible,  the  area  of  each  colony,  distingaish- 
ing  the  area  already  alienated  at  the  time  of 
the  concesnion,  and  the  area  remaining  an- 
alienated  and  assigned  to  the  control  of  the 
«olony."— (TA*  £arl  Beauehamp.') 

COMPANIES  (MKMORANDaH  OF  AS- 
SOCIATION) BILL.— (No.  67.) 
B3ported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  General  Bills,  with  Amend- 
ments :  The  Report  thereof  received ; 
and  Bill  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hoose  ;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.    (No.  110.) 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  before 

Eight  o'clock,  to  Thursday  next,  a 

quarter  past  Ton  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tu«»day,  10th  June,  1890. 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

BELFAST  COEPOEATION  BILL  [LORDS] 
(by  Ordir.) 

SECOND  READINa. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

(3.5.)  Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) : 
I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  moving  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  upon  this 
day  six  months.  I  do  so  at  the  request 
of  my  constitaeuts  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  Belfast.  My  own  con- 
stituents number,  probably,  one-third 
— certainly  one-fourth — of  the  popu- 
lation, and  as  they  have  no  repre- 
sentation whatever — not  a  single  voice 
or  vote  in  the  Municipal  Council  of 
Belfast — I  think  it  will  be  conceded  by 
the  House  that  any  representation  I  make 
on  their  behalf  is  entitled  to  considera- 
tion. Belfast  was  divided  50  years  ago 
into  five  wards,  when  the  town  only  num- 
bered 60,000  inhabitants,  and  it  is  still 
divided  into  the  same  wards,  although 
the  population  is  now  about  250,000. 
Those  wards  are  so  distributed  that  one- 
third  of  the  population  associated  with 
me  in  politics  have  no  representation  on 
the  Council,  and  they  will  continue  to 
be  unrepresented  on  the  Council  until 
there  is  a  fresh  partition  of  the  municipal 
area.  That  being  the  case,  ray  consti- 
tuents have  asked  me  to  request  the 
House  to  reject  this  Bill  unless  pro- 
visions are  included  which  will  carry 
out  the  recommendations  of  the  Boyal 
Commission  made  10  years  ago,  namely, 
that  the  wards  of  the  borough  shall  be 
re-distributed  and  their  numbers  greatly 
increased.  I  am  sensible,  however,  that 
it  would  be  an  inconvenient  and  un- 
usual course  to  press  the  House  in  the 
middle  of  a  busy  Session  to  include 
within  the  limits  of  such  a  Bill  as  this  a 
plan  involving  much  labour  and  g^reat 
delay.  I  am,  therefore,  disposed  to 
waive  that  claim  for  the  present, 
although    I    consider   it   ripe,    and    I 
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am  thd  more  disposed  to  waive 
it  because  we  are  promised  a 
Local  GoTemment  Bill  for  Ireland,  which 
will  include  local  government  of  the 
Irish  cities  and  boroughs,  and  then 
Belfast  will  be  effectually  dealt  with.  I 
am,  therefore,  disposed  to  modify  the 
demands  of  mj  constituents  so  far  as  not 
to  press  upon  the  House  the  question  of 
a  fresh  partition  of  the  municipal  area  ; 
but  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  prove  in  a 
few  words  that  it  is  necessary  in  the 
public  interests  of  Belfast  that  the  House 
should  assent  to  the  Reference  of  the 
Bill  to  a  Hybrid  Committee  and  to  the 
Instruction  which  I  propose  to  move.  If 
the  Reference  and  Instruction  are 
accepted,  I  do  not  propose  to  divide  the 
House ;  but  if  they  are  refused,  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  challenge  most  strenuously 
the  principle  of  the  Bill ;  and  if  it  passes 
this  stage,  I  shall  bs  obliged  to  oppose  it 
on  its  future  stages.  The  promoters 
attach  great  importance  to  the  fact  that 
the  terms  of  the  Bill  have  been  approved 
by  a  majority  of  the  ratepayers,  but  the 
main  financial  considerations  have  never 
been  submitted  to  them.  The  only 
question  submitted  to  the  ratepayers  was 
whether  the  Corporation  should  acquire  a 
site  for  a  new  city  ball,  but  there  is  a 
question  beyond  the  acquirement  of  the 
site,  and  tlutt  is  the  consideration  of  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  bargain  and 
further  financial  questions,  involving 
nearly  £200,000— that  is,  if  the  site 
should  be  used,  as  I  contend  it  should 
be,  for  a  public  park,  of  which  that  g^reat 
manufacturing  town  is  so  seriously  in 
need,  and  not  for  the  erection  of  a  costly 
city  hall,  when  there  is  an  excellent  one, 
only  built  20  years  ago,  already  in  exist- 
ence. Although  the  acquirement  nf  the 
site  has  been  approved,  the  intention  of 
the  Corporation  to  build  a  City  Hall  at  a 
cost  of  £170,000  is  BO  much  disapproved 
of  that  4,000  inhabitants  of  Belfast 
opposed  the  terms  of  the  Bill.  It  is  in 
the  name  of  those  persons  that  I  ask  the 
House  to  adopt  ordinary  measures  of 
inquiry.  The  circumstances  of  the  case 
are  extremely  peculiar.  In  1782  a 
public  meeting  was  held  in  Belfast  of 
linen-  traderxand  other  inhabitants,  for 
the  purpose  of  founding  a  public  market 
hall  for  the  sale  of  white  linen.  A 
public  subscription  was  set  on  foot,  and 
application  was  made  for  a  site  on  which 
to  erect  this  hall.  In  1783,  107  years 
Mr.  Sexton 


ago,  Arthur,  Marquess  of  Ikmegall,  by 
an  indenture  granted  a  piece  oC 
meadow  ground  in  the  town  of  Bel&st;. 
to  be  held  for  ever,  at  an  annua]* 
rent  of  £i  10s.,  upon  trust  to  be  usedi 
for  ever  as  a  public  market  for  the 
sale  of  linen.  Upon  that  site  the  Lineib 
Hall  was  built.  Twenty  years  after,  'm 
1803,  George  Augustus,  the  succeeding 
Marquess  of  Uonegall,  gave  a  second! 
piece  of  ground,  adjoining  the  first, 
for  the  use  of  the  inhAbitants  of.' 
Bel&st,  at  an  annual  rent  for  ever  of 
Is.  It  actually  has  been  used  from 
that  day  to  this  as  a  public  walk,  and  yet 
this  is  a  part  of  the  property  which  the 
Corporation  of  Belfast  are  about  to  pnc- 
chase  from  a  body  of  private  persons. 
The  Trust  has  continued  to  be  ad- 
administered,  but  under  circumstances. 
which  to  me  seem  to  demand 
strict  inquiry,  because  here  is  a  Public- 
Trust  which  has  for  some  time  been 
alienated  from  the  public  use  and  turned 
to  private  account.  The  building  has 
been  used  for  many  years  for  private 
offices  and  warehouses,  and  the  Trustees- 
have  alienated  their  Trust.  I  submit, 
therefore,  that  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  Public  Trust  was  alienated 
must  be  examined  by  a  Committee  of  the 
House.  The  late  Marquess  of  Donegal!, 
the  owner  of  the  estate,  died  seven  years 
ago,  and  the  Countess  of  Shaftesboi^ 
passed  into  possession  as  the  new  tenant 
for  life.  Two  years  ago  the  Conntes» 
of  Shaftesbury  and  her  son,  a  minor,  1 
instituted  an  action  in  the  Irish  , 
Chancery  Division  claiming  that  the  , 
public  grants  of  a  century  ago  were-  ;. 
void  by  reason  of  some  flaw,  that  the  deeds- 
should  be  cancelled  and  possession  of  the 
landgivenup,and  that  the  Trustees  should! 
pay  to  the  Countess  rents  and  profits 
for  the  period  since  the  denth  of  the  late- 
Marquess.  That  action  is  still  pending. 
In  it  the  Countess  and  her  son  are- 
plaintiffs,  and  the  Trustees  of  this- 
Public  Trust,  long  since  alienated  for 
public  use,  are  the  defendants.  The- 
Bill  recites  that  the  action  is  still 
pending,  that  it  involves  questions  of 
doubt  and  difiBcnlty,  the  decision  where- 
of will  involve  considerable  delay  aaS  ' 
expense.  But  doubt,  di£5cnlty,  delay, 
and  expense  to  whom  1  The  Corporation 
are  not  a  party  to  the  action — the- 
Countess  and  her  son  are  the  plaintifis 
and  the  Trustees  are  the    defen«hnt8. 
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Surely  there  are  hon.  Members  who  will 
agree  with  me  that  it  would  be  best  for 
^e  Corporation  to  waive  this  qaestion 
of  the  erection  of  the  hall  until  the  rights 
of  the  parties  have  been  determined  by 
the  suit  at  issue.  The  Corporation, 
however,  purpose  out  of  their  munifi- 
cence— it  would  be  more  admirable  if  it 
were  their  own  money — to  treat  both  the 
parties  to  the  action  as  if  they  were 
upon  the  impossible  footing  of  both 
parties  having  won  the  action; 
they  propose  to  pay  the  legal 
oasts  of  the  Countess  of  Shaftos- 
bniy,  and  also  the  legal  costs  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Linen  Hall,  the  de- 
fendants. They  propose  to  pay  the 
oonnter  rents  and  profits  since  the 
death  of  the  late  Marquess ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  turn  round  and 
propose  to  pay  the  Trustees  in  hard  cash 
the  sum  of  ^19,000.  What  does  the 
Bill  say  about  the  legal  rights  of  the 
Tmstees?  It  says  the  White  Linen 
Hall  has  for  many  years  past  ceased  to 
be  used  as  a  public  market,  and  has  been 
nsed  for  private  warehouses  and  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Belfast  Society 
for  the  Promotion  of  Knowledge.  It 
ocean  to  me,  that  if  the  original  use  has 
ceased  to  exist,  the  Trust  ought  to  have 
been  transferred  to  some  other  analogous 
use  in  the  public  interest  generally  with- 
out any  charge  being  made.  In  the  Bill, 
too,  whilst  it  is  proposed  to  pay  £19,000 
to  certain  persons  oalled  proprietors  and 
occupiers,  it  gives  no  particulars  what- 
ever as  to  the  nature  of  that  interest,  or 
as  to  the  basis  of  compensation.  T  claim, 
before  the  Bill  is  advanced  another 
stage,  that  we  are  entitled  to  receive  a 
cat^^oricaldescription  of  the  names  of  per- 
sons. The  whole  of  the  proprietors  are 
to  receive  £6,500  between  them.  They 
are  said  to  be  representatives  of  the 
original  subscribera,  but  the  original 
■abscribers  are  all  dead  two  generations 
ago.  Not  only  the  masters,  but  the  ser- 
vants are  to  be  compensated,  even  the 
Belfast  Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
Knowledge.  This  Subscription  Society 
asks  to  be  compensated,  because  for 
many  years  it  has  received  a  benefit. 
A  more  peculiar  inversion  of  any  ordi- 
naiy  rational  doctrine  of  compensation 
has  never  oome  under  my  notice.  The 
occupiers  are  to  get  £13,000.  Who  are 
the  occupiers  f  This  place  was  never 
intended  to  accommodate  them.     Have 


these  tenants  paid  any  rent  7  There  is 
nothing  about  it  in  the  Bill.  I  demand 
to  know,  before  this  matter  goes  further, 
what  rent  has  been  paid,  to  whom,  and 
to  what  use  it  has  been  applied. 
I  also  wish  to  know  whether,  if  the  rent 
has  been  paid,  it  has  been  invested  in 
order  to  make  provision  in  the  event 
of  compensation  having  to  be  paid. 
There  is  one  provision  of  the  Bill  which 
I  would  commend  to  the  attention  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland.  The  Bill 
provides  that  the  interests  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Linen  Hall  shall  be 
compensated ;  but  it  is  admitted  that 
their  interests,  if  any,  cannot  be  proved. 
Among  those  to  be  compensated  are  the 
Belfast  Society  for  the  Promotion  ©f 
Knowledge,  tenants  who  have  derived 
advantage  from  the  alienation  of  these- 
Trusts,  and  even  sub-tenants  who  have 
received  advantage  under  them.  A 
more  grotesque  and  fantastic  proposal  m 
reference  to  Trusts  Funds  was  never  sub- 
mitted to  this  House.  The  total  sum  to 
be  paid  for  the  site  is  £30,000,  and  1 
hope  the  Chairman  of  Committees  will 
take  into  consideration  that  not  only  the 
late  Mayor,  Sir  J.  Haslam,  but  the  present 
Mayor,  who  is  promoting  the  Bill,  are 
on  the  Committee  of  the  Linen  Hall.  In 
fact,  there  is  to  be  a  payment  by  the 
Mayor  as  head  of  the  Corporation  to  the 
Mayor  as  one  of  the  occupiers  of  the 
Linen  Hall.  Under  such  circumstances, 
I  respectfully  submit  that  the  Corporation 
and  the  Mayor  himself  ought  to  be  most 
anxious  to  secure  a  full  inquiry.  The 
Bill  goes  on  to  say  that  the  terms  offered 
to  the  Countess  of  Shaftesbury  are  very- 
generous  and  ought  to  be  accepted. 
Possibly  it  may  be  so ;  but,  if  they  are 
generous,  I  think  the  Mayor  and  Corpora- 
tion ought  to  be  willing  and  glad  to  have 
the  &ct  proved.  So  far  as  the  expense 
of  ttn  inquiry  is  concerned,  any  objectioa 
on  the  ground  of  expense  would  come 
with  a  bed  grace  from  the  Corporation 
of  Belfast.  Nevertheless,  I  am  prepared 
to  undertake,  if  a  Committee  is  granted^ 
that  the  expense  shall  be  very  slight. 
We  on  our  side  propose  to  engage 
no  counsel,  and  it  would  only  be 
necessary  to  examine  three  witnesses, 
one  for  the  Corporation,  one  for  the 
proprietors,  and  one  for  the  rate- 
payers. I  would  further  undertake  that 
at  the  end  of  a  couple  of  sittings  the 
Committee    should  be  in  a  position  to> 
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report.  In  the  next  place,  I  wish  to  point 
out  to  the  House  that  the  question  of  the 
cost  of  erecting  a  City  Hall  has  never  been 
submitted  to  the  ratepayers.  My  own 
constituents  are  shut  out  from  repre- 
sentation, and  have  no  voice  in  the 
Municipal  Goonoil,  and  it  is  idle  to  tell 
me  that  the  period  of  three  years  which 
is  to  intervene  between  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  and  the  erection  of  the  hall  will  be 
aay  protection  to  their  interests.  It  is 
said  that  the  present  City  Hall  is 
inadequate.  I  have  had  occasion  to  visit 
it  more  than  once.  It  is  conveniently 
situated,  and  there  is  no  pretence  for  say- 
ing that  the  new  site  is  more  convenient 
or  more  central.  Both  sites  are  close 
together,  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  and 
one  is  just  as  convenient  as  the  other.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  Belfast  is  now 
engaged  in  spending  £300,000  of  the 
ratepayers'  money  on  main  drainage  and 
other  sanitary  works,  and  that  one-third 
of  the  ratepayers  of  the  city  are  shut  out 
from  representation.  I  think  they  have 
a  right  to  say,  as  they  do  say,  that  this 
new  scheme  shall  be  deferred  until  the 
main  drainage  plan  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted. Three  years  ago  I  introduced  a 
Bill  for  extending  the  franchise  in  Bel- 
fast. The  Corporation  resisted  me 
strenuously,  but  in  the  end  they  gave 
way.  They  are  now  making  a  boast  of 
what  was  then  done  against  their  will. 
I  trust  that  the  House  will  accept  the  pro- 
posal I  now  make. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "upon  this 
day  three  months." — (Mr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

•(3.30.)  Sib  E.  HARLAND  (Belfast, 
N.)  :  I  am  sure  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  does  not 
seriously  mean  to  jeopardise  the  passing 
of  this  BiU.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  is 
as  proud  of  being  one  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  that  city  as  I  am  myself,  and  I 
doubt  if  it  is  possible  to  find  another 
town,  except,  perhaps,  Middlesborough, 
which  has  made  such  gigantic  strides  in 
prosperity  as  the  City  of  Belfast.  In 
1831  the  population  only  amounted  to 
41,000;  in  1861  it  was  120,000,  and  in 
1891,  when  the  next  census  is  taken,  I 
believe  it  will  be  found  to  have  increased 
to  250,000  or  260,000.  That  &ct  speaks 
Mr.  Sexton 


well  for  the  continuous  development  of 
the  city  in  the  past,  and  the  great  pro- 
gress it  has  made.     The  hon.  Member 
has  referred  to  the  history  of  this  Trust, 
the  complicated  conditions  which  have 
been  attached  to  it,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  become  disassociated  from 
its  original    purposes.     It  only  afiords 
another  illustration    of  the  manner  in 
which  property,  when  it  becomes  dis- 
associated   from    its    original    purpose, 
gradually  falls  into  the  hands  of  oljiers, 
not  from  any  dishonest  process  or  want 
of  care,  but  from  the  way  in  which  a 
great  deal  of  the    land  in  Ireland  has 
gradually  fallen  away  from  its  original 
possessors  into  the  hands  of  the  tenants, 
whose  claims  at  this  day  are  being  con- 
stantly   equitably  decided  upon.     With 
regard  to    the    value    of    this  ground 
it  is  said   that    it    might    have    been 
obtained  tor  £20,000. 
Mr.  sexton  :  £26,000. 
•SibE.  HARLAND:    Well,  £26,000. 
It  is  qnite  possible  that  at  one  time  the 
property  might  have  been  obtained  for 
such  a  sum,  but    that    time    has  been 
allowed  to  pass  and  the  value  has  been 
greatly  increased.     From  my  knowledge 
of  the  City  of  Belfast  I  may  say  that  I 
should    be    very    glad    indeed,    as  an 
individual,  to  become   possessed  of  this 
estate  for  £50,000,  and  I  look  upon  the 
price    which    it    is    proposed    to    pay, 
namely,  £30,000,  as  very  low  indeed.    I 
can  only  compliment  the  Corporation  of 
Belfast  upon  having  acquired  so  perfect 
a  site  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings 
at  so  small  a  cost.     It  is  quite  true  that 
a  Town   Hall  and  Municipal  Buildings 
are  already  in  existence,  but  they  have 
become  quite  inadequate  for  the  purposes 
for  which  they  are  intended.     The  ex- 
isting building  only  cost  £16,000,  and  it 
may  be  readily  imagined  that  such  a 
structure  is  not  adequate  for  the  wants 
of  a  city  like  Belfast     If  the  House  will 
compare  the  cost  proposed  to  be  incurred 
here  with  the  expenditure  in  other  laige 
towns  it  will  be   admitted  at  once  that 
the  proposal  of  the  Corporation  is  most 
reasonable.     Bradford,  with  a  population 
of  150,000,  has  expended  £85,000  on  a 
Town  Hall ;   Leeds  which,  like  Belfast, 
has  a  population  of  250,000,  has  expended 
'  £130,000  ;  Glasgow,  with  a  population 
of   507,000,  has  spent  £520,000;    and 
Manchester,  with  a  population  of  500,000, 
has  spent  £832,000.    The  figures  range 
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from  10s.  to  SOs.  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion, bat  in  the  present  case  the  cost  will 
onlj  araoTint  to  something  like  15s.  a 
head.  It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  that 
the  sum  we  ask  for  is  extremely 
moderate.  If  the  hon.  Member  com- 
plains that  his  friends  have  not  ob- 
tained that  representation  which  he 
would  like  them  to  possess,  I  can  only 
sajthat  they  are  themselves  to  blame. 
They  have  full  opportanity,  by  enter 
prise,  persererance,  and  energy,  of  ob- 
taining representation.  The  election  to 
seats  on  the  Connoil  rests  entirely  with 
the  constitnency,  and  hitherto,  without 
paying  the  slightest  respect  to  any 
puticolar  section  of  the  community,  the 
clererest  and  most  able  men  have  been 
elected.  CJompariaons  are  not  always 
agreeable,  bnt  I  may  point  out  that  tibe 
population  of  Belfast  andDublin  are  at  the 
present  moment  about  the  same,  and 
while  only  8,315  ratepayers  are  enabled 
to  vote  in  the  municipal  elections  in 
Dablin  there  are  30,480  who  are  entitled 
to  vote  in  Belfast. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Will  the  hon.  Baronet 
allow  me  to  say  that  that  is  the  result  of 
a  reform  which  I  carried  three  years  ago 
against  the  Corporation. 
•SlE  B.  HART.ATJT)  :  These  figures  are 
an  illustration,  and  certainly  there  can 
be  no  objection  made  that  the  franchise 
in  Bel&st  is  so  limited  that  the  hon. 
Member's  friends  have  not  adequate 
means  of  being  represented.  I  feel  that 
the  objections  raised  to  this  Bill  are 
extremely  weak,  and  that  few  of  them 
are  worth  any  consideration  whatever. 
Beferenco  has  been  made  to  the  White 
Linen  Hall  having  gradually  become  dis- 
used, but  we  all  know  how  trade 
changes.  Once  there  was  a  trade  in 
Bel&st  connected  with  the  manufacture 
of  cotton.  It  has  completely  disappeared, 
and  has  been  replaced  by  linen.  When 
the  latter  trade  was  being  developed  it 
was  a  very  great  boon  to  the  linen 
merchants  to  have  a  common  market  for 
their  trade,  bnt  with  the  use  of  the  tele- 
graph and  the  development  of  business, 
it  was  found  that  the  trade  could  be 
more  readily  carried  on  in  the  establish- 
ments of  the  merchants  than  in  the 
market,  which  consequently  became  dis- 
nied.  The  same  thing  has  happened  in 
Belfast  with  regard  to  the  brown  Uneu 
market,  land  for  which  was  originally 
given  by  the  Marquess  of  Donegal  L,  and 


in  which  one  piece  of  linen  is  offered 
for  sale  once  a  year,  in  order  that  the 
rights  of  the  brown  Unen  merchants 
may  be  maintained  to  the  possession  of 
the  land.  None  of  ns,  I  think,  will 
attempt  to  bolster  up  for  a  moment  such 
a  procedure  as  that,  and  it  would  be  bat 
&ir  and  graceful  to  return  the  land  to 
the  representatives  of  the  original  owners.' 
The  piece  of  ground  referred  to  in  the 
Bill  is  most  beantifnlly  sitoated  in  the 
centre  of  the  city,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Corporation  will  take  very  good 
care  that  sufficient  space  is  reserved  for 
the  recreation  of  the  public  and  for  the 
general  purposes  which  are  now  cOdt 
sidered  necessary  in  the  centre  of  the 
ciiy.  But  I  hold  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  the  whole  of  the  piece  of 
land  which  is  to  be  acquired  to  be  thrown 
completely  open.  No  city  in  the  King- 
dom less  requires  parks  and  open  spaces 
than  Belfast,  because  there  is  no  other 
town  where  there  is  so  large  an  area 
occupied  according  to  population,  and 
this  arises  from  the  fact  that  nearly 
every  workman  in  Belfast  occupies  his 
own  house.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
city  is  so  perfect  in  its  sanitary  arrange- 
ments as  Belfast,  and  in  the  miles  of 
wide  streets  it  possesses,  the  air  from 
the  mountains  is  enabled  to  come  through 
the  streets.  I  feel  very  great  confidence 
indeed  in  asking  the  House  not  to  put 
the  Corporation  of  Bel&st  to  the  expense 
of  from  £1,800  to  £2,000  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  wishes  of  tiie  hon.  Member 
opposite. 

(3.45.)  Mb.  M.  HEALY  (Cork) :  The 
hon.  Member  for  North  Belfast  (Sir  E. 
Harland)  has,  from,  beginning  to  end  of 
his  speech,  carefully  avoided  any  refer- 
ence to  the  various  {mints  which  have 
been  dealt  with  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Belfast.  He  has  told 
us  that  Belfast  is  a  very  prosperous  place, 
and  that  its  prosperity  is  without  a 
parallel.  That  may  be  so,  but  it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  questions  we  are 
discussing  in  connection  with  this  Bill. 
The  hon.  Member  has  dwelt  upon  the 
necessity  that  exists  for  providing  a  Town 
Hall,  and  he  made  varions  comparisons 
between  the  condition  of  Belfast  and  of 
other  cities.  For  my  part,  I  think  it 
would  be  well  for  one  of  the  supporters 
of  the  Bill  to  address  himself  frankly  and 
fairly  to  the  important  questions  which 
have  been  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend,  and 
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offer  some  reason  why  the  course  he  sag- 
gests  should  not  be  adopted.  My  hon. 
Friend  has  displayed  great  moderation 
in  his  opposition  to  the  Bill.  He  has 
told  OS  that  his  desire  is  not  to  reject  the 
Bill  All  he  asks  is  that  before  it  is 
passed  into  law,  its  provisions  shall 
receive  full  and  &ur  inquiry  at  the  hands 
of  this  House.  Now,  what  are  the  facts  1 
Let  me  call  attention  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill.  A  more  extraordinary  mea- 
sure was  never  introduced.  The  Corpora- 
tion Of  Belfast  propose  to  acquire  a 
valuable  piece  of  property  in  the  City  of 
Belfast.  What  is  the  usual  course  taken 
when  the  promoters  of  a  private  Bill 
seek  to  acquire  power  of  that  kind? 
Before  they  bring  in  their  Bill  they 
ascertain  who  are  the  persons  interested 
in  the  property — the  owners,  lessees, 
and  occupiers — and  they  then  deposit  in 
the  o£5ceof  this  House  a  schedule  setting 
forth  that  information.  When  that  is 
done,  and  when  the  Bill  is  passed,  an 
arbitrator  is  appointed  under  the  Lands 
Clauses  Act,  by  whom  all  claims  and 
rights  are  considered,  and  a  decision 
arrived  at  as  to  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion which  shall  be  awarded  to  each. 
This  Bill,  however,  enacts  that  after 
the  Bill  shall  have  been  passed, 
without  ascertaining  who  the  owners, 
occupiers,  or  lessees  are,  it  shall 
be  referred  to  an  unskilled  arbitrator, 
who  shall  decide,  without  question  and 
without  appeal,  who  the  persons  inte- 
rested in  the  property  are.  The  Bill 
goes  on  to  say  that  the  arbitrator  shall 
exercise  these  extraordinary  powers,  not 
having  regard  to  ordinary  I^al  principles, 
or  in  accordance  with  the  legal  rights  of 
the  parties,  but  on  such  terms  and  in 
such  manner  as  he  shall  think  most  fair. 
Now,  I  venture  to  submit  that  a  more 
extraordinary  proposal  was  never  made 
in  any  measure  submitted  to  a  legisla- 
tive assembly.  As  it  is  an  unopposed 
Bill,  it  would  not,  of  course,  go  before 
an  ordinary  Committee  of  this  House, 
but  it  will  be  decided  without  the  hear- 
ing of  counsel  or  having  the  interests 
of  the  parties  discussed,  or  any  oppor- 
tunity being  afforded  of  inquiring  what 
tl^e.  legal  rights  of  the  parties  are,  and, 
indeed,  without  the  taking  of  any  evi- 
dence at  all.  My  hon.  Friend  does  not 
propose  that  the  Bill  should  be  rejected, 
but  simply  that  so  exceptional  a  Bill 
shall  be  dealt  with  in  an  exceptional 
Mr.  M.  Healy 


manner — that  it  should  not  follow  the 
ordinary  course  of  going  before  an  unop- 
posed Committee,  but  that  it  shall  be 
referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  specially 
appointed  by  the  House,  consisting  dt 
nme  members,  which  Committee  shall 
be  empowered  to  take  evidence  and  to 
hear  counsel.  I  think  that  a  fairer  or 
more  reasonable  proposal  could  not  be 
made,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  promoters 
of  the  measure  will  gain  nothing  by 
ignoring  it,  and  seeking  to  get  the  BiU 
passed  by  a  side  wind.  It  is  a  case  of 
Trust  property,  which,  by  some  unex- 
plained means,  has  passed  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Trustees  into  those  of 
private  persons,  who  have  used  it  not  for 
public  purposes,  but  for  their  own 
private  gain.  I  think  that  this  &ct 
alone  demands  that  a  searching  inquiry 
should  be  made.  The  hon.  Member  for 
North  Belfast  says  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
every  day  experience  to  find  that 
property  has  been  transferred  in  some 
extraordinary  way  from  public  to  pri- 
vate purposes.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Belfast-  has  pointed 
out  that  a  portion  of  this  property  be- 
longs to  the  people  of  Belfast,  and  is 
used  by  them  daily  as  a  pleasure  ground. 
Yet  the  proposal  in  the  Bill  is  that  the 
people  of  Belfast  shall  buy  from  the 
Trustees  this  land,  which  is  already  their 
own  property.  I  cordially  support  the 
Motion  which  my  hon.  Friend  has  made. 

SiE  J.  CORRi  (Armagh, Mid), who  was 
very  indistinctly  heard,  was  understood 
to  say :  The  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  says  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  of  Belfast  have  no  representation 
in  the  Town  Council.  Many  hon.  Mem- 
bers will  recollect  that  a  few  years  ago 
there  was  considerable  discussion  in  this 
House  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of 
increasing  the  representation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Belfast,  and  the  result 
was  that  the  number  of  electors  was 
increased  from  6,000  to  30,000. 

Me.  SEXTON:  I  must  remind  the 
hon.  Baronet  that  the  proposal  which 
was  made  three  years  ago  was  stren- 
uously resisted  by  the  Corporation  of 
Belfast. 

SiE  J.  CORRY  :  The  hon.  Member  has 
told  the  House  that  the  ratepayers  have 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  proposals  of 
the  Corporation.  All  I  can  say  is,  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  published 
in  the  local  papers,  and  that  a  pUbiscite 
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was  taken  as  to  whether  this  land  should 
be  acquired  or  not.  I  think  the  Cor- 
poiation  are  to  be  congratalated  upon 
the  Buccessfnl  efiorts  they  hare  made  to 
secure  this  property  for  public  purposes. 
As  to  the  value  of  it  there  can  be  no 
doubt  at  all.  It  is  well  worth  £50,000, 
or  double  the  amount  which  the  Corpora- 
tion propose  to  pay  for  it.  Fifteen  thou- 
sand of  the  ratepayers  voted  in  favour 
of  the  Bill,  and  only  4,000  who  voted 
against  it  were  absolutely  opposed  to  it. 
A  considerable  number  voted  because 
they  thought  that  some  inquiry  should 
he  made  in  reference  to  the  matter.  If 
the  friends  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Bel&st  are  so  strongly  opposed  to 
the  measure,  why  have  they  not  taken 
steps  to  show  their  opposition  in  the 
usual  way  ?  They  have  not  done  so,  and 
I  would  earnestly  appeal  to  the  House  to 
pass  the  Second  Beadintr. 
•(4.0.)  Mb.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall, 
Bodmin)  :  I  understood  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  to  intimate  that, 
although  he  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  this  day  six  months, 
he  does  not  intend  to  press  that  proposal, 
if  he  can  only  secure  the  two  alternatives 
which  he  has  placed  upon  the  Paper — 
one  that  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Hybrid 
Committee,  and  the  other  an  Instruction 
to  the  Committee  to  make  provision  in 
the  Bill  to  secure  that  any  resolution  of 
the  Municipal  Council  of  Belfast  to  use 
the  Linen  Hall  estate  otherwise  than  as 
an  open  space  shall  not  be  valid  unless  it 
he  confirmed,  upon  a  poll,  by  a  majority 
of  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers ci  the  Municipal  Council.  With 
respect  to  the  first  question,  that  of  re- 
ferring the  Bill  to  a  Hybrid  Committee, 
the  hon.  Member  rests  his  case  on  the 
statement  that  the  acquisition  of  this 
White  Linen  Hall,  and  the  ground  on 
which  it  stands,  will  cost  the  city  more 
tiian  the  real  value  of  the  estate.  It  is 
proposed  to  give  £30,000,  and  some  one 
is  reported  to  have  said  it  would  have 
been  got  for  £26,000  ;  but  two  hon. 
Members  have  stated  that  they  would  be 
glad  to  give  £50,000,  if  they  could  get  it 
for  that  sum.  However,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  the  question  of  the 
adequacy  or  inadequacy  of  the  price.  It 
is,  at  all  events,  clear  that  the  question 
of  acquiring  the  estate  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  a  Town  Hall  has  been  carried 
by  a  vote  of  15,000  ratepayers  against 


4,000.  Therefore,  the  Corporation  have, 
I  think,  a  primd  facie  case,  which  ought 
not  to  be  re-opened  in  this  House.  But 
it  is  urged  that  a  question  of  title  may 
be  raised,  and  of  the  interests  of  those 
who  are  concerned  in  this  hall.  If  so,  it 
coald  have  been  considered  on  Petition 
in  a  regular  manner.  The  friends 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  have  not  thought  it  desirable 
to  oppose  th6  Bill  in  the  usual 
way,  and  as  they  have  not  done  so  I  con- 
fess that  I  do  not  think  the  House 
would  be  justified  in  going  out  of  its 
way  in  oider  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a 
Hybrid  Committee.  It  is  proposed  by 
the  Bill  to  raise  a  sum  of  £200,000,  and 
out  of  that  sum  £170,000  is  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  erection  of  a  Town  Hall. 
Now,  it  is  quite  true  that  the  question  of 
providing  a  Town  Hall  was  submitted  to 
the  popular  vote ;  but  no  question  was 
submitted  as  to  the  cost  of  that  Town 
Hall.  That  matter  has  not,  as  yet, 
been  submitted  to  the  municipal 
electors,  and  it  affords  some  justi- 
fication for  the  contention  that  there 
is  still  a  question  which  ought  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  popular  vote.  The  reply  of 
the  promoters  is  that  they  have  inserted 
in  the  Bill  provisions  that  no  action 
shall  be  taken  in  respect  to  the  erection 
of  a  Town  Hall  until  after  three  several 
municipal  elections  shall  have  taken 
place,  and  as  one  third  of  the  Town 
Council  are  elected  every  year,  before 
the  question  becomes  finally  settled  the 
whole  of  the  Town  Council  will  have 
been  re-elected.  That  looks  on  the  face 
of  it  a  very  good  answer,  but  I  am 
bound  to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is 
not  a  perfectly  good  answer.  The  reply 
to  it  is  that  Bielfast  is  divided  into  wards 
so  unequal  in  size  and  population  that  the 
election  of  Town  Councillors  through 
them  does  not  seem  an  accurate  reflection 
of  the  opinions  of  the  electors.  This  is 
certainly  possible,  and  it  does  not  appear 
to  be  denied  that  the  existing  division  in 
wards  was  authoritatively  condemned 
some  years  since.  I  think  that  a 
case  has  been  made  out  for  the  adoption 
of  a  mandatory  Instruction,  requiring 
before  the  sum  of  £170,000  shall  be 
expended  in  erecting  a  Town  Hall, 
that  question  shall  be  put  before  the 
electors  by  means  of  a  pldbiscite. 
What  I  would  recommend  is,  that  the 
proposal  for  the   rejection    of  the   Bill 
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should  be  withdrawn.  There  is  no 
strong  reason  why  it  should  be  referred 
to  a  Hybrid  Committee,  but  I  think  that 
the  House  might  not  unreaaonably  enter- 
tain the  Instruction  proposed'  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast,  and  re- 
quire the  opinion  of  the  electors  of  Bel- 
fast to  be  taken  before  the  erection  is 
proceeded  with,  so  that  the  whole  decision 
should  not  rest  upon  the  view  alone  of 
the  Town  Council. 

(4.7.)  Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  One 
of  the  points  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Belfast  is  whether 
in  this  case  there  has  not  been  a  bargain 
made  by  private  indiyidnals  for  the  sale 
of  property  which  ought  to  belong  to  the 
public ;  and  whether  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  have  not  been  conducted  in 
a  questionable  manner.  I  understand 
that  one  of  the  strongest  objections  urged 
by  my  hon.  Friend  is  that  the  citizens 
of  Belfast  are  asked  to  purchase  for  the 
site  of  a  Town  Hall,  property  which  has 
been  held  in  trust  for  pubUc  purposes, 
and  which,  in  a  manner  which  has  not 
been  explained,  has  passed  into  the  hands 
of  private  individ  uals.  Such  a  matter 
is  one  in  regard  to  which  the  House  of 
Commons  ought  to  be  exceedingly  jealous. 
It  is  perfectly  conceivable  that  a  ring  of 
persons  interested  in  the  possession  of 
Trust  property  for  their  private  advan- 
tage may  have  an  interest  in  selling  it 
for  a  large  sum  of  money  to  the  citizens 
of  Belfast,  in  order  that  they  may  divest 
themselves  of  the  position  they  now 
occupy  as  owners  of  the  White  Linen 
Hall,  and  be  able  to  divide  the  proceeds. 
The  Chairman  of  Committees  has,  I 
think,  given  the  go-by  to  that  point,  but, 
80  far  as  this  House  is  concerned,  I  think 
it  is  one  of  the  strongest  points  in  the 
speech  of  my  hon.  Friend.  I  do  not 
profess  to  understand  all  the  details  of 
the  question,  and  I  will,  therefore,  only 
refer  to  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  E.  Harland),  who  knows  so 
much  about  Belfast,  that  private  indivi- 
duals would  be  glad  to  give  £50,000  for 
this  property.  The  Corporation  of 
Belfast  are  going  to  give  £30,000,  and, 
therefore,  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  take 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  Baronet  with 
a  grain  of  salt.  If  the  Corporation  are 
80  anxious  to  have  the  property  why  did 
they  not  buy  it  long  ago  P  I  have  yet 
to  learn  that  the  owners  of  property  in 
Bel&st  are  so  patriotic  and  pubUc- 
Mr.  Courtney 


spirited  that  they  are  prepared  to  part 
with  an  estate  worth  £50,000  for 
£30,000.  I  do  not  believe  one  word  of 
it.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  one 
of  the  chief  promoters  of  the  Bill  is  a 
gentleman  who  is  himself  personally  and 
privately  interested  in  the  White  Linen 
Hall,  and  who,  when  it  is  sold,  will 
obtain  a  considerable  share  of  the  pur- 
chase money.  I  entirely  support  the 
proposal  of  my  hon.  Friend,  and  I  have 
certainly  heard  nothing  from  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  which  should 
induce  me  to  vote  for  it. 

(4.13.)  Me.  macartney  (Antrim, 
S.)  :  I  wish  to  say  in  answer  to  the  ob- 
jection raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  and  previously 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast,  that  this  Linen  Hall  was 
founded  by  a  Public  Trust,  that  that 
is  an  entirely  erroneous  view  of  the 
original  foundation  of  the  estate.  It 
was  founded  for  the  purpose  of 
advancing  the  Donegal  Estate,  and  it 
owed  its  origin  to  a  rivalry  which  existed 
between  the  towns  of  Newry  and  Bel&st. 
In  no  sense  can  it  be  regarded  as  a  public 
Trust,  and  everybody  who  knows  any- 
thing about  the  town  of  Bel&st  and  its 
constituency  must  know  that  that  portion 
of  it  which  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  represents  in  his  opposition  to 
the  Bill  contains  the  most  ignorant  and 
illiterate  of  its  inhabitants.  I  am  sur- 
prised, however,  that  the  hon.  Member 
should  know  so  little  of  the  Bill  which 
he  denounces.  If  he  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  go  to  the  ofiBce  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Peace,  or  to  consult  the  Schedule 
lodged  at  the  Private  Bill  OfiBce,  he 
would  have  found  the  amounts  inserted 
which  are  to  be  given  to  each  proprietor 
in  the  shape  of  compensation. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  The  Bill  itself  says 
that  many  of  them  are  not  known. 

Mb.  MACARTNEY :  I  think  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  unintentionally  mis- 
leading the  House.  No  compensation  is 
to  be  given  to  any  person  unknown,  but 
the  names  of  those  who  are  to  receive 
compensation  are  stated.  I  cannot  under- 
stand why,  if  there  is  so  much  objection 
to  the  Bill,  it  waa  not  opposed  in  the 
ordinary  way. 

Me.  sexton  :  The  Bill  itself  proposes 
to  set  aside  £6,000  for  compensation, 
and  it  states  that  the  representatives  of 
the  original  proprietors  are  not  known. 
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Me.  MACAKTNEY:  Does  the  Bill 
propoee  to  g^re  those  persons  compensa- 
tion? 

Mb. SEXTON:  Yes,' certainly. 

Mx.  itA.CARTNBY  :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  point  out  how  the  Bill  pro- 
poses to  gire  compensation  to  persons 
who  are  not  known. 

Ms.  SEXTON:  That  is  what  I  want 
to  know. 

Mb.  macartney  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber asks  that  the  Bill  shonld  be  sent 
to  a  Hybrid  Committee.  Why  shotild 
it  go  to  a  Hybrid  Committee  1  The  hon. 
Member's  constituents  had  an  ample 
opportunity  of  petitioning  against  it. 
They  do  not  pay  one-eighth  of  the  tax- 
ation of  the  City  of  Belfast.  The  pro- 
posab  contained  in  the  measnre  have 
already  been  sabmitted  to  a  plSbiacite, 
and  carried  by  a  lai^e  majority.  Moie- 
orer,  the  hon.  Member  says  that  if 
it  is  referred  to  a  Committee  he  does  not 
consider  it  of  sufficient  importance  to 
warrant  the  employment  of  counsel. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  M. 
Healy)  complains  that  the  ordinary 
courae  has  not  been  taken  in  the  Bill  of 
referring  to  arbitration,  under  the  Land 
Clauses  Act,  the  claims  of  the  proprie- 
tors, occupiers,  and  other  persons  in- 
terested in  this  scheme. 
•Mb.  M.  healy  :  What  I  said  was 
that  in  ordinary  cases  when  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  is  introduced  there  is  a 
schedule  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  the  persons  interested,  and 
that  this  schedule  is  conclusive;  but 
that  in  the  case  of  this  Bill  the  arbi- 
trator has  to  find  out  who  the  parties 
interested  are. 

Mb.  MACARTNEY :  I  am  informed 
that  that  has  been  done. 
•Me.  M.  healy  :  Oh,  no. 

Me.  MACARTNEY :  At  all  events, 
no  ratepayer  or  proprietor  or  anybody 
(xnmected  with  the  scheme  has  made  the 
same  complaint  as  the  hon.  Member,  who 
has  no  interest  in  Belfast  and  comes 
from  i^e  South  of  Ireland.  I  venture 
to  assert  that  in  regard  to  a  private  Bill 
of  this  nature  the  House  has  rarely 
listened  to  arguments  of  a  more  falla- 
cions  character  for  its  rejection,  or  argu- 
ments supported  by  such  a  small  amoiut 
of  evidence. 

(4.20.)  Mb.  T.  HARRINGTON: 
(Dublin,  Harbour) :  I  must  protest 
against  the  insolent  observations  of  the 


hon.  Member  for  South  Antrim  (Mr. 
Macartney)  in  regard  to'  the  illiteracy 
and  want  of  intelligence  of  the, 
constituency  represented  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Belfast. 
If  the  hon.  Member  and  his  friends  are 
presumed  to  monopolise  the  intelligence 
of  Belfast,  I  am  a&aid  that  the  people  of 
this  countaT'  will  be  induced  to  arrive  at 
a  very  erroneous  estimate  of  its  extent. 
It  would  seem  that  the  hon.  Member  has 
not  read  the  Bill  at  all,  and  that  he  is 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  subject  on  which 
he  has  claimed  the  right  of  addressing 
the  House.  I  think  it  has  been  made 
perfectly  clear  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Belfast  that  a  course  . 
has  been  taken  in  regard  to  this  Bill 
which  is  most  unusual  in  this  House.  . 
Before  bringing  in  the  Bill  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  promoters  to  have  ascer- 
tained carefully  who  were  the  persons 
interested  in  the  property,  and  not  to 
have  inserted  the  names  of  some  of  them 
with  a  fishing  commission  to  some  arbi- 
trator to  find  out  the  rest.  That  is,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  a  very  unusual  course, 
and  a  course  which  has  never  been  taken 
in  reference  to  a  private  Bill  introduced 
into  this  House.  I  certainly  think  that 
the  House  will  be  departing  from  its 
usual  course  if  it  lends  its  countenance 
to  the  proposal  which  is  made  on  the 
other  side.  The  proposition  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Bel&st  is  a  fair  and 
reasonable  one,  and  I  shall  be  veiy  much 
surprised  if  the  House  refuses  to  adopt  it. 
(4.23.)  Mb.  RENTOUL  (Down,  E.) : 
It  is  only  right  to  say  that  at  the  last 
election,  out  of  the  electors  of  Bel&st 
who  supported  Unionist  candidates,  and 
who  numbered  about  18,000,  there  were 
only  560  illiterate  voters ;  whereas  in  the 
Division  of  West  Bel&st,  with  a  con- 
stituency of  7,000,  the  number  of 
illiterate  voters  was  999.  Belfast  is  a  city 
which  is  singularly  prosperous,  and  ito 
prosperity  has  been  made,  to  a  large 
extent,  by  the  two  hon.  Baronets  who 
have  to-day  addressed  the  House.  I  am 
afraid  that  I  cannot  point  to  a  single 
constituent  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  who  has  done  anything  whatever 
to  make  the  city  prosperous,  or  to  enable 
it  to  take  the  place  which  it  at  present 
occupies.  I  think,  therefore,  that  some 
consideration  should  be  paid  to  the  views 
of  those  hon.  Baronets,  rather  than  to  an 
I  hon.  Member  whose  constituents   have 
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oontribnted    nothing    whatever    to   the 
prosperity  of  the  city. 

(4.25.)  Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Ty- 
rone, S.) :  I  think  that  the  constitaents 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 
who  are  now  objecting  to  the  Bill  ought 
to  hare  opposed  it  in  the  usual  way. 
They  had  a  locus  standi  to  go  before  a 
Committee,  where  they  would  have  been 
able  to  state  their  objections.  It  is  not 
those  who  are  promoting  the  Bill  who 
are  taking  au  unusual  course,  but  those 
who  might  have  opposed  it,  but  who 
neglected  the  opportunity.  Admittedly 
the  constituents  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  represent  only  one-eighth 
of  the  valuation  of  Belfast ;  and  upon  a 
question  which  involves  the  expenditure 
of  money,  I  think  the  House  ought  to 
listen  to  seven-eighths  of  the  ratepayers 
rather  than  to  one-eighth.  It  is  rather 
a  suspicious  fact  that,  with  one  excep- 
tion, the  proposal  to  reject  the  Bill  is 
supported  only  by  Members  from  Cork, 
Mayo,  and  Dublin. 

•(4.26.)  Mb.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.):  I  have  no  wish  to  continue  the 
discussion  in  an  acrimonious  spirit,  but  I 
rise  to  correct  a  statement  which  has  been 
made  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  In 
the  Preamble  of  the  Bill,  upon  page  14, 
will  be  found  a  reference  to  the  indentures 
of  1783,  and  again  in  1803,  and  also  books 
of  reference  containing  the  names  of 
the  persons  who  were  owners,  or  claimed 
to  be  owners,  and  trustees  of  the  Linen 
Hall  Estate,  a.s  far  as  could  be  ascer- 
tained. It  states  further  that  those 
names  have  been  duly  deposited  with 
the  Clerks  of  the  Peace  of  the  City  of 
Belfast  and  the  County  of  Antrim.  If 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  knows 
of  any  means  by  which  to  deposit  names 
which  cannot  be  ascertained  I  am  sure 
the  Town  Clerk  of  Bel&st  will  be  glad  to 
be  informed.  I  usually  support  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Chairman  of  Committees ; 
bnt  I  regpret  that  I  cannot  do  so  on  this 
occasion.  I  think  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill  are  bound  to  ask  the  House  to 
approve  of  the  Bill  as  it  has  been  sub- 
mitted, and  I  ask  the  House  to  endorse 
it  as  it  stands. 

(4.28.)  Mr.  CLANCr  (Dublin  Co., 
N.)  :  I  am  sorry  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sonth  Antrim  should  never  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  speech  upon  an 
Irish  subject  without  attempting  to  irri- 
tate somebody.  On  this  occasion  he  has 
Mr.Bentoul 


made  observations  which  could  be  only 
calculated  to  excite  hostility  from  tina 
side  of  the  House.  He  told  the  House 
that  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
West  Belfast  represents  the  most  iUiter- 
ate  constituency  in  that  city.  At  all 
events,  that  constituency  had  intelli- 
gence enough  to  elect  the  most 
intelligent  Member  for  Belfast.  In 
this  case  not  a  single  Corporate  Body 
is  interested  in  preventing  the  adoption 
of  the  proposals  contained  in  this  Bili. 
The  only  persons  who  are  interested  are 
individual  citizens,  and  it  is  ridicnloos 
to  expect  any  man,  however  wealthy, 
to  take  upon  himself  the  grievous  pecu- 
niary bnrden  of  petitioning  the  House 
and  employing  Parliamentary  agents 
and  counsel  in  order  to  oppose  the  BilL 
But  this  House  is  competent  to  deal 
with  this  question,  which  is  one  of  the 
malversation  of  public  funds.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Sonth  Antrim  aston- 
ished us  by  stating  that  there  was  no 
trust  imposed.     That  is  not  so. 

Mb.  macartney  :  No  public  trust. 

Mb.  CLANCY :  We  are  not  talking  of 
anv  other.  We  are  not  discussing 
private  trusts,  and  this  House  is  rarely 
called  upon  to  do  so.  This  is,  I  presume, 
another  proof  of  the  supposed  superior 
intelligence  of  Orange  Ulstermen.  I 
maintain  that  the  question  of  a  malversa- 
tion of  public  funds  is  one  which  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  deal  with ; 
and  I  trust  that  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  will  insist  on  carrying  on  the  Debate 
until  we  get  a  more  satisfactory  ex- 
planation. 

(4.34.)  Colonel  Sacndebson  rose  in 
his  place  and  claimed  to  move,  "That 
the  Question  be  now  put,"  but  Mr. 
Speaecer  withheld  his  assent,  and  declined 
then  to  put  that  Question. 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN  (Do.wn,  S.) :  It  is 
a  curious  thing  to  find  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh  mov- 
ing the  Closure  in  a  Debate  on  matters 
of  such  importance  to  Belfast  citizens. 
An  hon.  Member  has  referred  to  the 
illiteracy  of  the  voters  for  West  Belfast. 
Well,  I  have  the  honour  of  being  a  voter 
for  that  Division,  and  all  I  can  say  is, 
that  if  they  are  illiterate  they  have  not 
shown  it  by  the  choice  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives, for  they  have  elected  one  who 
has  contributed  more  to  the  advancement 
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of  Belfast  since   he  entered  the  House 
than  all  the  other  Members  for  the  City 
pnt    together.      The  hon.   Member  for 
East  Down,  in  his  maiden  speech,  dealt 
with  only  two  points — one  was  the  iUit- 
■eracy  of  the  electors,  and  the  other  was 
bis  praise  of   the  hon.  Baronet  who  had 
-spoken  immediately  before  him.     Well, 
I  have  seen  his  election  addresses.  I  can 
only  remark  that  he   has   well  used  aU 
these  phrases  before.     This  is  a  question 
of  a  public  trust,  and  the  question  is,  how 
is  this  money  to  be  applied  1    The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  told   us  that 
we  represented  only  one-eighth  of  the 
ratepayers  of  Belfast.     But  whose  fault 
is  it  that  the  municipal  franchise  is  so 
limited  that  in  that  Division  there  are  so 
few  voters  ?    As  a  matter  of  fact,  we 
represent  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Belfast — the     third  who    live    in    the 
poorest  localities  and  who  require  more 
breathing  space.     We  have  the  interest 
of  their  health  at  heart.     If  this  trans- 
action is  a   pure  and    honest  one   why 
should  hon.  Members  object  to  the   in- 
qoiiy  we   suggest  1    I  think  it  is  our 
daty  to  insist  on  an  inquiry,  and  to  use 
all  the  forms  of  the  House  in  order   to 
obtain  one  if  possible.  There  is  the  ques- 
tioa  of  the  appointment  of  the  arbitrator. 
Mr.  Murphy,  of  Belfast,  may  be  a  very 
able  man,  but  I  doubt  the  expediency  of 
appointing  a  Belfast  man  at  all.  Again,  he 
is  not  a  lawyer,  and  how  can  he  be  ex- 
pected to  decide  delicate  questions  of 
law!    While  we  are  anxious  to  see  this 
Bill   passed  in  a  form  which  will  be 
beneficial  to   Bel&st,  we  do  think  the 
inqniry  we  ask  for  should  be  granted. 

Ms.  SEXTON:  I  wiU  ask  the 
promoters  of  the  BiU  whether,  if  I 
withdraw  my  opposition  to  the  Second 
Beading,  they  will  assent  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  t  In  deference  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  will  not 
divide  on  the  Second  Beading.  I  beg, 
therefore,  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Mam (;jue8tioi>jpfl^, ^^^^ee^'tp;''  ,| 

'n^aea.  orijfiimity'tp'lbe'  a' public  irast. 
tten^unce.this  Bill  as.,  an  attempt,   after 
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a  public  trust  by  a  Parliamentary 
enactment,  and  to  nuake  large  payments 
of  public  money  to  certain  individuals. 
I  have  spoken  in  the  interests  of  purity 
and  hoLesty  in  the  administration  of 
public  affairs,  and  I  shall  now  take  a  . 
Division  on  the  Motion  to  refer  the  Bill, 
in  order  to  throw  the  responsibiUiy  of 
what  it  does  on  the  House  itself. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  'lluit  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Select 
Committee   of    Nine   Members,    Five  to   be 
nominated  by  the  Hoosa  and  Four  by  the  C!om- 
mitee  of  Selection."  -  (Jfr.  Sextoit.) 

(4.46.)  The  House  divided : — ^Ayes 
158  ;  Noes  234.— (Div.  List,  No.  124.) 

BiU  conunitted. 

(4.57.) ^Me.  SEXTON:  I  beg  now  to 
move  the  Instruction  which  has  been 
recommended  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means.  Out  of  £200,000  the  sum 
of  £170,000  is  to  be  spent  in  the  erection 
of  a  City  Hall,  whereas  Belfast  already 
has  a  very  commodious  City  Hall,  erected 
about  20  years  ago  on  almost  the  same 
site  as  that  which  is  now  proposed.  The 
provisions  of  the  Bill  give  no  protection 
to  the  ratepayers,  and  I  call  upon  the 
House  to  give  them  protection  by  passing 
this  Instruction.  By  providing  that 
one  election  of  Councillors  must  inter- 
vene between  the  passing  of  the  two 
resolutions  provided  for  in  this  BiU  you 
merely  aUow  an  opportunity  for  altering 
the  constitution  of  one-third  of  the 
Council,  and  the  other  two-thirds  may 
stUl  have  the  power  of  imposing  their 
wUl  on  the  minority.  I  call  on  the 
House  to  give  the  ratepayers  the  protec- 
tion which  this  provision  will  afford 
them. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
that  they  make  proviaion  in  the  Bill  to  secure 
that  any  resolution  of  the  Municipal  Council  of 
Belfast 'to  use  the  Linen  Hall  Estate  otherwise 
than  as  an  open  space  shall  not  be  valid  unless 
it  be  confirmed  by  a  majority  in  a  pol^oftbe 
persons  qualified  to  vote  at  an' bl^ibadr  the 
merabc»«'ef'th«'MUnici(ial>06ttnOiti  OfBaHiMt, 
•n«hr.'|io^,-to't»<tvk^ji»'<tb«w<i9^iMMi  raWfect 
to  tU.,(jqn.Ut^  ■<)Wwi^^,rW  ^fiWale,;  to 
the  Borough  Fundi  (Ireland  Act,  1 888.  '—(iir. 

g^toh'.) ''^^ '-'  -^^v'' ■"'  '■  •^:"'.''V 

r;  tito'HK^  .,(:^en^, 

■  •  .  %^ 
'i>eeB •found, po. woit  '.yery ,Tvell/iri  the 

stands  oh  a 


"•"(45^.1;  .]^^.,;.Jr;';t(^'v\flr^;„(:^6 

ITJiahet)  •.    T|ie  .'jjowe^Vl^M?^'  ^ip,  ^p 
'W<i.er'  iihe ;\;fi<^ugh  JlF^ifi^    Act  .  1 
ifound  ,po.  work  ^ejij  ,yvel^ 
;. '  'T  'ttiink  .thia'Itistru,'clion^  et 


■  \   \ 
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somewhat  different  footing  to  the  last 
Motion.  I  decidedly  appitove  of  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  as  an 
assurance  that  the  ratepayers  shall  have 
a  voice  in  the  disposal  of  their  property. 
I  think  that  Local  Authorities  sometimes 
require  a  control  of  this  character.  I 
wish  to  say  nothing  invidious  of  the 
Corporation  of  Belfast,  Who  are  deserv- 
ing of  the  gpreatest  respect ;  but  the 
reasons  that  induced  us  to  apply  the  pro- 
visions of  the  borough- funds  to  English 
Corporations  should  lead  us  to  support 
the  proposition  in  the  present  case. 

(6.1.)  Mr,  J.  CHAMBERLAIN 
(Birmingham,  W.) :  As  a  question 
concerning  Belfast,  I  can  understand 
hon.  Members  voting  in  favour  of 
the  exceptional  proposal,  but  the 
'roeech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Bel&st  connects  it  with  a  general  policy 
to  which  I,  for  one,  am  entirely,  utterly 
opposed,  that  is  to  say,  the  general  policy 
<rf  interposing  between  municipal  re- 
presentatives and  their  decision  the  right 
to  call  for  a  pUbitdte.'  '  That  is  a  pro- 
posal which  strikes  at  the  root  of  all 
Municipal  B«preBentatilre  Government. 
So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the 
application  of  the  Borough  Funds  Act  has 
been  in  almost  every  case  exercised  very 
much  to  the  injury  of  Lotial  Government. 
The  carrying  out  of  thcl  Free  Libraries 
Act  has,  in  some  cased,  been  delayed,  and 
even  prevented  by  the  operation  of  this 
unfortunate  proviso,  a' 'public  benefit 
though  that  Act  has  been  shown  to  be. 
On  general  principle  it  seems  to  me 
that,  having  provided  for  popular  repre- 
sentatioui  a  certain  amount  of  discretion 
should  be  allowed  to  'those  representa- 
tives. 

Me.  sexton  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  allow  me  to  say  that  one  ward 
in  Belfast  containing  more  than  a  fourth 
of  the  ratepayers  has  no  voice  at  all  in 
the  Council. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBEBLATN :  I  contmue 
my  cwn  argument.  If,,  in  such  cases, 
after  hating  selected  your  representa- 
tives, you  then  interfere  ■with  their  dis- 
cretion by  a  proviso  for  reference  to  a 
pl^ntcite,  you  check  the  free  action 
of  Local  Govemmeni^  and  you  'will  not 
have  the  best  men  seeking  position  on  the 
Council.  The  hon.  Member  says  the 
system  in  Belfast  is  not  thoroughly  re- 
presentative; and,  if  that  is  so,  the 
Mr.  J.  Loiother 


way  to  deal  with  it  is  by  a  reform  of 
the  present  system  in  Belfast,  not  by  the 
introduction  of  an  xmnecessary  and  un- 
desirable pro'nBo. 

(5.5.)    Me.   M.  HEALY:    Yes,  Sir; 
but      before      that      reform     can    be 
applied,    this    Bill     will     be     carried 
and    £170,000     spent  under  it.      In- 
stead of  repeating  his  general  view  in 
relation  to  the  Borough  Funds  Act,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  made 
a    more    valuable  contribution    to  the 
Debate  if  he  had  addressed  himself  to  the 
particular  Bill  before  the  House.    The 
proposal  of   my   hon.  Friend  has  been 
advocated  and  supported  not  in  reference 
to    general     policy,    but   in    reference 
to  the  conditions  of  municipal  life  in  Bei- 
iaaat,  which  have  wholly  changed  during 
the  last  30  or  40  years.     The  population 
has  enormously  increased,  and  whereas 
when  the  Act  was  passed  and  the  existing 
division  into  wards  made,  the  population 
was  not  more  than  50,000  or  60,000, 
it    is    now     250,000.       That     being 
so,  the  present  division  of  the  'ward»is  an 
anomaly  and  an   anachronism,  and  has 
resulted,  as  my  hon.  Friend  has  pointed 
out,  in  the  exclusion  from  the  representa- 
tion upon  the  Municipal  Council  of  a  third 
of  the  population  of  Belfast.  There  is  not 
at  present  at  that  Council  Board  a  single 
representative  of  the  Nationalist  Party 
or  of  the   Roman  Catholic  religion.    It 
is  to  these  special  circumstances  tiiat  my 
hon.   Friend  addressed  himself.    I  am 
not  going  to  discuss  the  Borough  Funds 
Act.     I    am   not  going  to  discuss  the 
question  whether  it  is  or  is  not  right  there 
should  be  an  appeal  from   a  Municipal 
Corporation   to  the    people    themselves 
before  a  large   expenditure  is  incurred 
upon  public  works  ;  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion.    The  question  is,  the   Corporation 
of  Bel&st  being  constituted    as     it  is 
-with  a  third  of  the  people  unrepresented, 
whether  in  that  state  of  things  there 
should  be  an  appeal  to  a  plebiscite.    This 
proposi^    has    been    supported    by  the 
Chairman   of   Ways    and   Means,    the 
highest  authority  in  the   House  on  the 
subject  of  Private  Bill  legislation,  and  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  some  intimation 
from  the  Government  as  to  how  they 
propose  to  treat  this  proposal,  which  is 
as  much  that  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  as  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Bel&st. 
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♦(6.10.)    Me.  FLTNN(Cork,  N.) :  We 


might  anticipate  that  some  importance 
would  be  attached  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Chainnan  of  Wajs  and  Means,  and  he  in 
definite  language  has  supported  this 
Instruction,  and  we  have  no*''  heard  a 
word  in  opposition  to  it  except  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham,  who  knows  nothing 
about  the  peculiar  position  of  municipal 
affairs  in  Bel&st.  This  question  has 
nerer  been  submitted  to  a  pl^iscite  at 
alL  A  reference  to  this  was  made  in 
the  former  Debate,  but,  as  a  fact,  the 
question  of  the  erection  of  a  Town  Halt 
was  not  submitted  to  the  people,  who 
wiU  have  to  pay  for  it  if  it  is  decided 
upon.  We  have,  too,  the  anomalous 
condition  of  things  that  the  district  and 
population  my  hon.  Friend  represents 
hag  no  voice  in  the  Council.  Under  the 
drcnmstances,  I  think  we  are  justified  in 
looking  for  something  more  than  a 
conspiracy  of  silence.  It  is  a  reasonable 
proposal  in  itself,  and  it  has  the  support 
of  high  authority.  Whatever  justifica- 
tion there  may  be  for  the  general  views 
expressed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  upon 
the  Borough  Funds  Act  as  a  piece  of 
general  legislation,  here  is  a  special 
condition  of  things  not  to  be  judged  by 
the  general  principles  in  relation  to  that 
Act  Here  is  a  large  and  important 
city  with  a  third  of  its  ratepayers  with- 
out civic  representation.  It  appears  to 
me  our  case  is  made  out,  and  there  is  no 
argument  offered  against  it. 

(5.12.)  Me.  M'CARTAN :  The  House 
should  not  be  induced  to  overlook  the' 
importance  of  this  matter  because 
Members  opposite  are  impatient.  The> 
question  of  town  halls  or  open  spaces 
has  never  been  submitted  to  the  rate- 
pi^rs.  In  the  last  pWntcite  some  of 
the  ratepayers  voted  for  an  open  spaee, 
and  these  were  declared  spoiled  votes. 
I  need  only  refer  to  the  exclusive  nature 
of  the  municipal  representation  to  con- 
firm what  has  been  said  by  my  hon. 
Friends,  and  I  think  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  present  ratepayers  should  have 
a  voice  in  this  important  matter. 

House  divided: — Ayes 
(Div.  list,  No.  125.) 


MwrdtTofa,  Marine. 
QUESTIONS. 


&W) 


(5.15.)    The 
186:  Noes  254. 


THE  CORN  CROP  IN  ZULULAND. 

Mr.  WEBB  (Watsrford,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  how  much  was  the 
"  considerable  quantity  of  com  "  referred 
to  in  the  following  sentence  on  page  10 
of  the  Report  on  the  [Zululaud]  Blue 
Book  for  1889  :— 

"The  short  crop  caused  a  great  scarcity  of 
grain  to  exist,  but  which  was,  to  some  extent, 
met  by  the  Local  Oorernment  introdacing  a 
considerable  qoantity  of  com,  etpecially  for 
seed  purposes,  and  which  was  readily  pur- 
chased by  natives  in  want  thereof  at  cost 
price"  P 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOE  THE  COLONIES  (Baron  H. 
de  WoEMs,  Liverpool,  East  Toxteth): 
The  amount  was  255  muids  (of  2001bs.) 
equal  to  about  93  quarters  Imperial 
measure. 

DUBLIN  POST  0FFI'3B. 

Me.  T.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  how  many  vacancies  are  there 
in  the  first  class  of  sorters  and  over- 
seers in  the  General  Post  Office,  Dublin ; 
whether  it  is  true  that  some  of  these 
vacancies  have  existed  for  12  months 
past ;  and  what  is  the  reason  for  so  long- 
a  delay  in  filling  them  ? 

A  LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  H. 
Maxwell,  Wigton) :  On  behalf  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Postmaster  General, 
I  have  to  state  that  the  vacancies  in  the 
Dublin  Poet  Office  are  for  overseers  three- 
and  for  first  class  sorters  eight.  Of  the 
latter  three  have  existed  for  12  mouths. 
The  delay  in  filling  them  has  been  owing- 
to  inability  on  the  part  of  the  authorities 
in  Dublin  to  recommend  members  of 
the  lower  classes  as  fully  qualified  for 
advancement.  The  Postmaster  General 
hopes  soon  to  have  a  more  favourable 
Report. 

ROUMANIA— THE  MURDER  OF  A 
MARINE. 

Me.  BROADHURST  (Nottingham* 
W. ) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  A&urs  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  Court  Martial  appointed  by  the 
Roumanian  Gk)vemment  has  acquitted 
the  soldiers  who  were  accused  of  mur- 
U  2 
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dering  the  Marinj?.,  Page,  of  H.M.S. 
Coca<rtcc /and  wneth6r  the  Government 
propose  to  take  -aaj^  farther  steps  in  the 

mattpr  1 

.  *TnE  UN;.pEJi  yECK^TARY  of  STATE 
,>OB.FORPIGif  i.FFAtRS  (Sir  J.  Fer- 
.Gpsso^„^^ipl;est,er,i  N.E.) :  The  answer 
jto  tlie..fir^,paKt  (^,^e  question  is,  yes: 
ifcutf,  0)a]y  .qne  ,  ^^is;lpeeji  j  Drought  to  trial. 
f^j|)h  jftJ^wd  ^to  .t^e  tatter  part  of  the 
question,  Her  Majesty^s  Government  are 
awaiting  a  full  Report  of  the  proceedings 
of  t^e  Court  Martial.  On  its  receipt, 
'they  ■vvili  conaicUr,  whetlier  any  further 
steps  should  be  taken. 

■poLicE  sit/erasndation. 

.  ,  M!^iH(^^^p.VI^€!]^  (Sheffield, 
Qe^J^):  I- (Ip^g,)  Sir,)  tp:  ask  the  right 
UpcLtOpptle/tM^n  i|be,,Spprftary  of  State 
,f9n  ,tHe  jP!9iftft,J)pp4rtfii^n|  if,  having 
reg^r^^'ito  Jthfiimppr^iice;  t»fthe  police  of 
Great  Britain  or  their  being  aSonied  full 
opportunity  of  considering  the  legislative 
proposals; ';«r¥iph  'fwilli  ^e^,  determine 
the)  ,.qpesti»^i-i'9f>^l}effy  Superannuation 
Wfopejtheyifure  discussed  ip  this  House, 
And-atso  bearing. in  Wind  ^hfl  advanced 
ppriod  of  the..Ses8iofij,  bh|e  .Government 
Bi  11 10 1  this  «^d ,  {fln  119  w,  J^e.  iii,troduced  1 

:  .TiKSEGIffiTAilY.<»Sa?A^B  for  the 
HO.ME  DEPABIIMENT  (Mi.  Matthews, 
^icmingham,  Eij); :  HepMarj^stj^'s  Govern- 
ment are  fully  s^bsiblb  of . this  importance 
.Of  iiitt«diibliig/.{M  Safieranfahiktion  Bill 
OB.  cntrl^'ai  possible.'  rltin^olv^s  many 
.datail^  "tvyclL^failte  laden'  e'ligoging  my 
carefal  iatteotion,  'bat' <  I  ii(^;the  Bill 
•■will- be  raady  ia 4  ferwjdiys.i -  'i  i 
.  >  :'>         ■  '  ;.  -.;:•:-<  ■-■■■.:■>  :--i-  ■: 
,    .      , ,  THB  Ali»AS  V  PASSAQB. 
-  Mk.   El'  JUDBdBBnSON  ^)oiidfee)  :  I 
'bog'<td';«sk.the  Fijfsb.iLard-of' the  Ad- 
:imu»Ujr.3£ikhd'0onxBe'miitside  iUe'Albany 
■FEiaba^.  oq.  which  Pilet  -  Bleating  steered 
ii)ba-^e^;Qpon  ik  nnknown-Eodc  on  the 
2i8thi  .'February,  ia  the;One3recommended 
by  the  Admiralty;  if  so,  is   this: recom- 
mendation withdrawn ;  and  does  the  Go- 
veynnpflnjl!:' intend   to   -take  .«My    Steps 
towards  makii4g/n,.'£re6h  survey  of  the 
.Torres  Str^ljB  i)Qrj^  lof  (]§lwlf  l^^ptpp;? 

The^IRST;  Mmy  or  <  THE  lADMI- 
BAi;rr.(Lord,a./HAtfii.TQlN,  Middlesex, 
£Ming.):'Thet  h>Ul»  folloiwed  I7  vessels 
for  Htaniy  yeazHjihaaifaeelii  that  outside 
Albai^y  laiahdji  and,;  .aain:  tnosi:oades 
whiere  wtkt9rB>«3  aaly  partially  Jwrveyed, 
Mr.  Broadhurst 


a  line  is  traced  upon  the  Admiralty 
chart  showing  what  is  considered  to  be 
the  best  course.  This  line  passed  one- 
third  of  a  mile  west  of  the  previonsly 
unknown  rock  on  which  the  QrteHa 
struck.  The  line  has  now  been  slightly 
modified ;  but  the  passage,  as  with  the 
whole  of  the  inner  route,  must  always 
be  dangerous  until  completely  surveyed, 
and  even  then  until  properly  lighted. 
There  must  be  a  mistake  in  the  second 
part  of  the  question,  as  Bockhampton  is 
a  town  lying  900  miles  from  the  nearest 
part  of  Torres  Straits.  A  marine  survey 
of  the  inner  ronte  to  Torres  Straits,  in 
which  the  Quetta  rock  lies,  has  been  pro- 
ceeding at  the  joint  expense  of  the 
Imperial  and  Queensland  Governments 
since  1885,  and  the  surveying  vessel 
Paluma  will  be  employed  this  year  ia 
the  vicinity  of  Albany  Island. 

VOLUNTEERS'  AMMUNITION. 
Me.  a.  THOMAS  (Glamorgan,  B.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  complaints  have  reached  him 
that  the  ammunition  served  ont  to  the 
Volonteers  is  so  bad  and  defective  that 
the  majority  of  those  who  hitherto 
earned  the  highest  Capitation  Grant  tail 
to  do  so  at  present  in  consequence  of  the 
inferior  quality  of  the  ammunition  ? 

•The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincokshire, 
Homcastle) :  No,  Sir ;  complaints  of  the 
kind  stated  in  the  question  have  not 
reached  the  War  Office. 

THE  NEWTOWNARDS  FARMERS'  ASSO- 
CIATION. 
Mr.  M-CARTAN  (Down,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  resolu- 
tions unanimously  adopted  by  the  New- 
townards  Farmers'  Association  at  a 
meeting  held  on  the  26th  May  last ;  and 
whether  he  intends  to  make  provision  in 
his  Land  Purchase  BUI  in  the  direction 
pointed  out  in  these  resolutions  1 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  toe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  resolutions  referred  to  do  not 
appear  to  have  reached  me  officially, 
nor  have  I  seen  any  newspaper  report 
of  them.  I  have,  therefore,  not  had  the 
opportunity  of  considering  them. 
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MEW  ISLAND  LIGHTHOUSE. 
Mr.  M'CAHTAN  :  I  desire  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  five  men  who  are 
in  charge  of  the  lighthouse  on  Mew 
Island,  off  Donaghadee,  County  Down, 
are  obliged  to  remain  there  for  a  fort- 
night at  a  time,  and  are  not  allowed  to 
have  the  ase  of  a  boat ;  and  whether, 
considering  that  they  are  the  only  in- 
habitants of  the  island,  which  is  three 
miles  distant  from  the  mainland,  he  will 
advise  a  boat  to  be  loft  at  the  island,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  able  to  commnni- 
cate  with  Donaghadee  in  case  of  the 
illness  of  any  of  the  men  1 
•The  president  op  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  It  is,  for  obvious  reasons,  contrary 
t»  the  Ragnlations  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Irish  Lights  to  allow  lightkeepers  to 
keep  boats.  Should  assistance  be  re- 
quired there  is  at  Mew  Island  a  system 
of  signalling  both  for  day  and  night, 
which  would  cause  the  regular  attending 
boat  to  come  off  from  Donaghadee. 

LAND    COMMISSION— DOWK   AND 
ANTRIM. 

Mb.  M'CARTAN  :  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  now  state  at 
what  date  the  Sub-Commissioners  who 
were  transferred  from  the  Counties  of 
Down  and  Antrim  will  return  to  these 
Coonlies  to  work  off  the  number  of 
arrears  of  fivir-rent  applications  at  present 
pending  in  respect  of  holdings  in  Down 
and  Antrim  } 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Land 
Conunissiouen  report  that  they  will 
arrange  to  send  a  Sub-Commission  to  the 
Coonties  of  Antrim  and  Down  as  soon  as 
the  cases  disposed  of  in  other  counties 
are  brought  to  a  level  with  those  in  the 
two  counties  msntioned.  They  are  not 
yet  in  a  position  to  fix  a  date. 

EOaOPEAN  COMMERCIAL  TREATIES. 
SiE  A.  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.)  :  I 
have  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  any  steps  have  yet 
been  taken  to  nominate  the  Treaties  and 
TarifEg  Committee  to  confer  with  the 
Oovemment  in  consequence  of  the 
general  lapsing  of  European  Commercial 
Treaties  in  1892,  and  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  stated,  in  March,  would 


be  appointed ;  and  if  ilt'  ii  '  yet  poesibto' 
to  lay  before  the  House'tUewMnesof  an^ 
gentlemen  nominated,  »»4'1*  6tat«(^  upon' 
what  principles  such  hdltiitixtfohs  4iav0' 
been  made  ?  •;'.'|'.    T).  .-•' 

•SiE  M.  HICKS  BEAfcBfj'^he:  subject 
is  under  my  consideratittij/aiu^  I  am  now. 
in  communication  with  'sfevem  gentle- 
men upon  it.  But  I  j(ni  hot  Vfet  in  $' 
position  to  make  a  statement.  '',      '.    '    . 

CRIME  IN'CYpRb'S'/  '"  '  "  '^' 
Mr.  E.  ROBERTSO]Sr':','f  ,i)eg  ;to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Slate  for 
the  Colonies  whether  the  Government, 
having  regard  to  the  increase  of  crime 
and  the  failure'  to  arrest  certain  criminals 
in  Cyprus,  will  cause  a  searching  and 
independent  investigation  to  be  made 
into  the  organisation  of  the  Police  Force, 
into  the  circumstances  rela,tiiig  to  the 
murders  recently  committed  in  Cyprus, 
and  particularly  into  those  a^pcVteiinin^ 
to  the  murder  of  an  advolcate  hamea 
Michailides,  at  Kyrenia,  in  February  last, 
and  the  recent  case  of  pofsoning'  of 
Aghissilaos  Artemis  in  that  district  ? 

•Baron  H.  de  WORMS  :  Thie  tfenstftn" 
tion  and  duties  of  the  Cyprus  T'oiiiid 
Force  have  engaged  the  constant  attentiolif 
of  the  Colonial  Office,  and  hbVe  qnit^ 
recently  formed  the  subject  of  inquiry 
and  Report  by  a  strong  Local  CoiBmission 
composed  of  officials  and  nati'^sj  and 
new  measures  have  been  devised  ioi 
obtaining  a  better  class  of  recruits '-for 
the  force,  and  for  distributing  th<Mn  more 
widely  through  the  villages  thanlier^'to-' 
fore,  so  that  the  law-abiding  may  be 
encouraged  to  report  ci*ime,  and  prompter' 
measures  may  be  possible  for  obtiitffng 
evidence  against  criminals.  In'  ttese 
circumstances,  the  Secretary  of  Stato'doe^ 
not  propose  to  direct  a  new  investigation/ 
His  attention  has  not  been  called  -to  the' 
two  cases  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Meoaber,' 
but  he  will  make  inquiry.  -  '  '■! 

"I     -t; 
NEWFOUNDLAND.  ■  ,  :, 

Me.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland)  :  I'b6^ 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 'for; 
Foreign  Affairs  if  lie  has  received  Any' 
authentic  information,  either  from.  thV 
French  Government  or  that  of  Ne^-' 
f  oundland,  relative  to  the  alleged  landing- 
of  French  blue-jackets  on  the  FretM>fii 
shore  ;  whether  he  can  state  the  naturtf' 
of  the  n^otiations  now  in  progress  foti 
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the  purpose  of  bringing  about  an  amic- 
able settlement,  or  if  it  is  correct  that 
the  Newfoundland  Government  are 
willing  to  repeal  the  Bait  Act,  providing 
the  French  repeal  the  Bonntj  Act  of 
1883 ;  and  if  he  has  received  any 
information,  official  or  otherwise,  regard- 
ing the  alleged  refusal  of  some  of  the 
inhabitants  to  pay  Customs  Duties,  and 
that  steamers  trading  between  New- 
foundland and  Canada  have  been  unable 
to  unload  their  cargoes  ? 

•Sir  J.  FBRGUSSON:  I  have  already 
stated  that  the  only  foundation  for  the 
reported  landing  of  French  sailors 
or  marines  was  that  a  French  officer 
landed  in  uniform  at  the  wharf  and  gave 
a  notice  with  regard  to  some  fishing  nets. 
Nothing  can  be  said  as  regards  the 
negotiations  until  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  bad  an  opportunity  of  con- 
ferring with  Sir  W.  Whiteway.  No 
information  has  been  received  as  to  a 
refusal  to  pay  Customs  Dues. 

INTERNATIONAL  TELEGRAPHIC 
CONFERENCE. 

Mb.  J.  WILSON  (on  behalf  of  Mr 
Gourley)  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  if  be  is  aware  that  the  Repre- 
sentative of  Lloyd's  has  proposed  to  the 
International  Telegraphic  Conference, 
now  sitting  at  Paris,  that  the  Continental 
States  should  reduce  their  samapbore 
signalling  fee  to  one  franc,  and  that 
Lloyd's  would,  in  return,  reduce  their  fee 
to  foreign  ships  to  one  shilling,  or,  if 
necessary,  to  one  franc ;  and  whether  he 
will  instruct  the  Post  Office  Delegate, 
now  at  Paris,  to  support  the  proposition 
of  Lloyd's? 

Sib  H.  maxwell  (on  behalf  of  the 
POSTHA-STEB  Genebal)  :  I  have  to  say  that 
the  right  hon.  Gen.tleman  stated  on  the 
6th  inst.,  in  reply  to  a  question  put  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee,  that  the 
British  Delegates  would  be  very  glad  to 
use  their  best  offices  to  secure  any  reduc- 
tion which  the  Foreign  Governments 
might  see  their  way  to  make  in  the 
present  signalling  fee.  It  may  be  added 
that  on  the  representation  of  the  British 
Delegates  the  International  Telegraphic 
Conference  has  agreed  to  admit  a  Repre- 
sentative of  Lloyd's  when  the  Com- 
mittee's proposals  are  under  discussion, 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  has  arranged  for  Sir 
Mr.  Gowiiey 


Joseph  Crowe,  Commercial  Attach^  for 
Europe,  at  the  Paris  Embassy,  to  lend 
him  his  assistance. 

THE  TEMPERANCE  DEMONSTRATION 
IN    HYDE    PARK. 

Me.  C.  DARLING  (Deptford):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  &ct, 
as  reported  in  the  Daily  Chronicie,  th^ 
reporters  for  the  newspapers  were,  by 
the  persons  present  on  the  wagons  in 
Hyde  Park  as  participators  in  the  Tem- 
perance Demonstration  of  last  Saturday, 
received  with  vulgar  and  abusive 
language,  and  were  asked  for  beer 
money ;  whether  such  language  and 
solicitation  is  contrary  to  the  Vagrant 
Acts ;  and,  whether  the  names  of  the 
offenders  have  been  ascertained  by  the 
police  ? 

Me.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.) :  And  I  wish,  before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  that  ques- 
tion, to  ask  him  whether  a  teetotaller 
who  asks  a  reporter  for  "  beer  money  " 
as  a  condition  of  his  going  on  the  pUtt- 
form  is  guilty  of  a  crime  or  a  mis- 
demeanour ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Police  that  he  has 
heard  nothing  of  the  facts  alleged  in  the 
question  of  my  hon  and  learned  Friend ; 
I  am  not,  therefore,  in  a  position  to  say 
whether  an  ofEence  against  the  law  has 
been  committed  by  any  person. 

THE  NEW    CODE. 

Sir  RICHARD  TEMPLE  (Worcester, 
Evesham)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  when  the  New  Education 
Code  will  become  law,  that  is,  on  what 
date ;  and  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  the  new  Circular 
about  freedom  of  education  ;  and  if  so, 
when? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dike,  Kent, 
Dartford)  :  I  believe  I  am  correct  in 
stating  that  the  New  Code  is  now  law, 
but,  as  my  hon.  Friend  will  gather  from 
the  prefixed  Minute,  it  will  not  come 
into  operation  until  September  next.  I 
have  already  promised  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  the-  new  Circular  as  to  classifica- 
tion, but  as  one  or  two  other  matters 
will  have  to  be  dealt  with  the  House  will 
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see  the  advantage  of  including  them  in 
one  document,  which  will  probably  take 
the  form  of  supplementary  inatructions, 
and  will  be  prepared  as  soon  as  possible. 

PAUPER  CHILDEEN. 
Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
8.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  GrOTernment  Board  whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
the  Guardians  of  a  Metropolitan  Union 
lure  named  a  pauper  child  "South 
Orore,"  because  she  was  found  on  the 
steps  of  the  South  Grove  Workhouse; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians throughout  the  country  frequently 
give  such  names  to  fonndlings,  which 
permanently  associate  with  them  the  un- 
fortnnate  circumstances  of  their  birth ; 
and  whether,  by  circular,  letter,  or 
otherwise,  he  will  point  out  to  Guardians 
the  impropriety  and  cruelty  of  this 
practice  1 

•Thb  president  of  tbe  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  :  My  at- 
tention has  not  being  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  a  pauper  child  has  been  given  the 
name  of  "  South  Grove  "  by  Qie  Guar- 
dians of  a  Metropolitan  Union.  I  am 
not  aware  that  there  is  any  such  practice 
as  is  suggested  in  the  qnestion.  If  my 
attention  is  directed  to  any  case  where  a 
name  which  is  reasonably  open  to  objec- 
tion is  given  to  a  child  by  the  Guardians, 
I  shall  be  quite  prepared  to  commnnicato 
with  the  Guardians  on  the  subject. 

INX'OME   TAX-COMMKRCIAL-  TKA- 
VELLERS. 

Me.  O'HANIjON  (Cavan,  E.)  :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  he  will  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  com- 
mercial travellers  who  pay  Income  Tax 
to  vote  at  elections,  when  they  can  show 
their  business  brings  them  to  many  parts 
of  the  country,  and  their  only  home  the 
hotels  at  which  they  stop,  also  on  their 
showing  they  have  no  other  right  to  be 
registered  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  GoscHES,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  I  fear  there  must  be 
other  classes  of  the  community  besides 
commercial  travellers  whose  business 
makes  it  difficult  for  them  to  qualify  by 
residence  for  the  exercise  of  a  vote  at 
cleetions,  and,  though  the  matter  is  not 


strictly  within  my  own  province,  I  think 
it  would  be  far  from  easy  to  frame  a 
measoro  for  making  special  provisions  to 
enable  commercial  traveller  in  particular 
to  vote. 

Me.  O'HANLON:  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  intend  to  bring  in  a 
measure? 

•Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  do  not  propose  to 
bring  in  a  measure. 

ARMY  CONTEACTS. 
Mb.  HANBURY  (Preston)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
can  state  the.  names  or  the  number  of 
Inspectors  or  other  officials  charged  with 
the  duty  of  seeing  that  contractors  who 
are  bound  by  their  contracts  to  manufac- 
ture upon  their  own  premises,  and  not  to 
sub-let  their  contracts,  observe  that  por- 
tion of  the  contract;  whether,  in  all 
recent  oontractd  and  orders  for  valises 
and  mess  tin  covers,  the  factory  clause 
has  been  insisted  on,  and  what  penalty 
has  been  inserted  for  breaking  it ;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  large  part  of 
the  work  in  connection  with  these  con- 
tracts is  still  being  done  by  a  firm 
notorious  for  the  bad  material  and  work 
it  supplied  when  itself  allowed  to  con- 
tract? 

•Me.  E.  STANHOPE  :  No  special 
oflicials  have  been  appointed  to  inspect 
contractors.  The  duty  of  watching  them 
has  been  intrusted  to  the  Director  of 
Contracts,  who  has  personally  inspected 
all  the  accoutrement  factories  in  London. 
Some  of  them  have  also  been  visited  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Inspectors  of 
General  Stores,  and  it  is  intended  to 
make  periodical  inspections  in  the  future. 
Clothing  factories  are  to  be  visited  by 
officers  from  the  Clothing  Department  at 
Pimlico  frond  time  to  time.  In  contracts 
for  valises  the  factory  clause  has  been 
insisted  on.  In  that  for  mess  tin  covers 
it  was  specially  waived  to  enable  the 
hands  who  have  made  them  for  years  to 
continue  the  work.  In  this  case  the 
workers  have  been  visited  in  their  own 
homes  to  ascertain  that  they  were  paid 
directly  by  the  contractor,  and  that  they 
received  the  proper  rate  of  wages.  As 
regards  the'  allegation  made  in  the  last 
paragraph  of  my  hon.  Friend's  question, 
I  can  only  say  that  I  have  no  such 
information 
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ASSAULT  AT  HILI£TB££T. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I  wish 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireknd  whether  any 
inqniiy  is  being  made  into  the  assault 
upon  a  poor  woman  and  her  husband, 
named  Sullivan,  who  were  waylaid  and 
dreadfully  beaten  near.Millstreet,  County 
Cork,  on  Tuesday  night  last  the  3id 
instant,  on  their  way  home,  and,  after 
being  attacked  and  wounded,  struggled 
into  the  house  of  a  postboy  named  Back- 
ley,  who,  in  consequence,  was  stoned  by 
the  gang  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Sullivans  were  medically  treated  in  the 
Millstreet  Union  Hospital  by  Dr.  Leader, 
who  refused  to  give  a  certificate  to  the 
effect  that  Sullivan's  life  was  out  of 
danger ;  whether  many  similar  assaults 
have  taken  place  near  Millstreet  during 
the  past  year ;  whether  the  police  have 
arrested  and  brought  to'  justice  any  of 
the  gang  notoriously  implicated  in  this 
and  other  similar  recent  outrages ;  and 
whether  steps  will  be  immediately  taken 
to  ascertain  who  are  the  employers  of 
the  gang  t  I  also  wish  to  ask  whether 
this  is  a  gang  of  emergency  men  in  the 
employment  of  a  local  Magistrate  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  Constabu- 
lary Authorities  report  that  Sullivan 
and  his  wife  were  assaulted  on  the  night 
of  the  2nd  inst.  Buckley  also  states 
that  a  stone  was  -  thrown  at  him  on  the 
occasion.  The  doctor  did  not  refuse  to 
give  the  certificate  referred  to  in  the 
question.  Four  persons  were  arrested 
by  the  police  in  connection  with  the 
assault.  The  assault  appears  to  have 
arisen  from  a  feud  between  the  party  of 
Sullivan  and  that  of  a  man  named 
Moynihan.  Both  these  men  had  taken 
an  active  part  in  moonlighting.  On  the 
release  of  the'  latter  from  prison  after 
completion  of  a  sentence  of  penal  servi- 
tude a  large  sum  of  money  was  collected 
for  him.  He  believes  Sullivan,  in  con- 
junction with  another  man,  to  have  mis- 
appropriated the  greater  part  of  this 
money,  hence  the  strained  relations 
between  the  two.  So  far  as  the  police 
are  aware,  on  two  previous  occasions 
assaults  were  committed  between  these 
two  parties — on  October  1,  1889,  when 
both  sides  were  summoned  to  Petty 
Sessions  and  punishment  inflicted  by  the 
Magistrates,  and  on  April  14  last,  when 
an  attack  was  made  by  Sullivan's  party 


on  that  of  Moynihan.  Sumnronses  were^ 
also  issued  in  this  caae  against  both 
sides,  and  punishment  inflicted  by  tW 
Magistrates. 

De.  TANNER:  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
Moynihan  is  a  friend  and  frotegi  of  Mr. 
Jeremiah  Hagariy,  recently  advanced  to 
be  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  ?  How  is  it 
that  Moynihan  has  been  left  alone  by  the 
police,  while  the  other  man  has  been 
prosecuted  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  L»  the  answer 
I  havo  just  given  I  have  stated  that  both. 
of  these  parties  were  punished  for  the^ 
assaults  they  committed. 
•Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  Is  there  any 
grounds  for  the  belief  in  the  locality 
that  favouritism  is  shown  to  the  emer- 
gency men  guilty  of  misconduct  on 
account  of  being  connected  with  Mr. 
Hagarty ! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  should  think 
there  is  no  foundation  for  it. 

Dr.  TANNER:  "Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  take  steps  to  prevent  any 
further  outrages  and  demonstrations  of 
this  kind  on  the  part  of  his  political 
friends  ? 

THE  CROYDON  COONTT  COURT. 

Mb.  MILVAIN  (Durham)  :  I  wish  to- 
ask  the  Attorney  General  whether  he  is- 
aware  of  the  fact  mentioned  in  the  Law 
Times  of  April  19,  that  the  present 
Registrar  of  the  County  Court  of  Surreyr 
holden  at  Croydon,  is  a  barrister ;  if  so,, 
whether  this  is  in  conformity  with  the25tli 
section  of  the  Couniy  Com^^  Act,  1888; 
if  not,  whether  he  will  cause  steps  to  be 
taken  to  enforce  compliance  with  the  Aci 
of  Parliament  ? 

Sib  R.  WEBSTER:  The  R^strar  of 
the  Croydon  County  Court  was  appointed 
before  the  Act  of  1888,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  appointment  he  was  a  duly 
qualified  soUcitor;  but  I  beUeve  that 
within  the  last  few  months  he  has 
become  a  member  of  the  Bar.  His- 
rights  as  existing  Registrar  are  reserved! 
under  Section  188  of  the  Act  of  1888. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  any  breach 
of  the  Act  has  taken  place.  U  neees^ 
sary,  the  point  can  be  raised  and  deter- 
mined formally. 

THE  IRISH  LAND  PURCHASE  BILU 
Mb.  PINKERTON  (Galway)  :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the   Treasuiy 
when  the  Government  intend  to  proceed 
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witii  the  Purchase  of  Land  and  Congested 
DistrictB  (Ireland)  Bill  J 

•Tns  FIKSr  LORD  0/  the  TREA- 
StTBT  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Strand,  West- 
minstsr)  :  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say 
to-day. 

Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON  (Kerry,  W.) : 
This  year? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  Yes. 
Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  WUl  the 
Goremment  oonclnde  the  Licensing  Bill 
before  taking  the  Land  Purchase  Bill  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  We  desire  to 
do  so. 

Mb. SEXTON:  That  is  the  present 
intention  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  That  is  the 
present  intention. 

INDIAN  COUNCILS  BILL. 
Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton): 
I  wish  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  in  consequence  of  what  took 
{dace  at  the  close  of  business  last  night, 
when  we  were  informed  by  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
that  it  would  be  put  dowa  for  Thursday, 
whether  on  Thursday  the  Bill  will  be 
actually  taken,  or,  if  not,  it  may  bo  car- 
ried on  to  a  date  at  which  it  can  be  taken, 
as  great  inconvenience  is  n}w  being  felt 
by  Members  interested  in  the  Bill  and 
who  wish  to  take  part  ia  the  Debate. 
My  question  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man now  is,  can  he  possibly  say  when 
the  Bill  will  be  taken ;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
name  a  day  before  which  it  shall  not  be 
taken,  and  so  relieve  Members  from  the 
uncertainty  of  coming  down  to  take  part 
in  a  Debate  which  may  not  come  on. 
•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  am' very  sorry 
that  hon.  Members  should  feel  any 
inconvenience  with  r^ard  to  the  course 
of  public  business  ;  but  hon.  Gentlemen 
hare  been  a  sufficiently  long  time  in  the 
HoQse  to  know  that  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  make  provision  that  Orders  of 
the  Day  causing  the  attendance  of  Mem- 
hera  shall  be  reached,  as,  unfortunately, 
it  is  not  always  competent  for  the  House 
to  reach  them.  We  had  hoped  that  the 
Order  would  be  reached  in  the  ordinary 
coarse  of  things,  but  in  that  we  were 
disappointed.  (Jnder  the  circumstances, 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  when  the 
Order  will  be  taken  ;  but  I  will  endeavour, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  meet  the  conveni- 
ence of  hon.  Grentlemen. 


Mr.  BRADLAUGH:  May  I  ask 
whether  the  Bill  will  not  be  taken  oir 
Thursday,  because  there  was  not  an  abso- 
lute pledge  that  it  should.  It  was  the- 
understanding,  I  believe,  that  at  least 
two  days'  notice  should  be  given,  so  that 
I  might  communicate  with  hon.  Mem- 
bers interested  in  the  measure. 
•Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  am  not  able 
to  say  whether  it  will  be  taken  or  not  oil 
that  day. 

IRISH  LIGHT  RAILWAYS. 
Me.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  the  statement  is- 
correct  which  has  appeared  in  the- 
Irish  papers,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Treasury  have  decided  to  give  a  free 
grant  under  the  provisions  of  the  Light 
Railways  Act  of  last  Session,  to  the  pro- 
posed line  from  Donegal  to  Killybegs,  iiv 
priority  to  the  other  lines  recommended 
by  the  Commissioners  appointed  under 
that  Act,  and  passed  with  guarantees  for 
working  expense?  by  the  Grand  Jury  of 
the  County  ofDonegal;  whether  this  is  the 
line  which  the  Royal  Commission  on  Irish 
Public  Works  reported  against  at  page 
40  of  their  Report ;  whether  this  is  the 
line  promoted  by  Mr.  James  Barton, 
C.E.,  and  reported  upon  by  Mr.  James 
Price,  C.E. ;  and  whether,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  presents  engineering  defects- 
similar  to,  but  very  much  worse,  than 
the  line  from  Gralway  to  Clifden  pro- 
moted by  Mr.  Price,  and  favourably  re- 
ported upon  by  Mr.  Barton,  but  which 
the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway 
Company  decline  to  work,  owing  to- 
those  defects  t 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  am  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  say  that  the  Treasury  have  de- 
cided to  give  a  free  grant  to  the  pro- 
posed line  from  Donegal  to  Killybegflr 
but  this  is  one  of  the  lines  recommended 
for  a  free  grant.  It  will  probably  be 
necessary  to  decide  as  regards  particular 
lines  before  the  decision  as  to  all  the  lines 
to  be  aided  can  be  arrived  at  The-- 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  dealt 
with  routes  rather  than  lines,  and,  there- 
fore, does  not  apply  to  this  line.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry 
was  General  Hutchinson. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  Is  it  a  fact  that  a 
scheme  promoted  by  Mr.  Price  waff 
favourably  reported  upon  and  decided  by 
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Mr.  Barton.  Can  the  hon.  C^ntle- 
man  state  7 

Mb.  JACKSON:  No,  Sir;  I  cannot 
answer  that  question. 

Mb.  CLANCY :  Will  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman giro  OS  any  information  on 
the  sabject?  This  matter  has  been 
before  the  House  several  times,  and  we 
have  been  informed  that  there  are 
several  Commissioners  employed  in  in- 
vestigating the  lines.  Is  it  the  tact 
that  the  decision  in  each  case  practically 
rests  with  the  engineering  member  of 
the  Commission  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  No,  Sir. 

Me.  CLANCY  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Gteorge  Morris,  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  Ireland,  informed  some 
of  the  promoters  of  the  lines  in  Gbilway 
that  the  other  members  bf  the  Commis- 
sion were  merely  there  as  advisers  to  the 
engineering  member  of  the  Commission, 
who  has  the  whole  thing  in  his  hands  1 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  it. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Poplar)  :  When  are  the  Commis- 
sioners likely  to  give  us  a  general  Report 
on  these  lines  1  I  know  it  takes  a  long 
time.  Can  the  hon.  Gentleman  say  when 
we  will  have  the  Report  ? 

Me.  JACKSON:  No,  Sir. 

Mb.  PINKERTON  :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  a  Memorial  had  been 
presented  by  the  clei^y  of  Connemara, 
and  resolutions  passed  naanimously  by 
the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county,  by  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  county  '  of  the 
town,  and  by  the  Town  Commissioners 
of  Gktlway,  in  favour  of  steps  being  taken 
by  the  Government  to  insure  the  early 
oonstruction  of  the  line  of  railway  from 
Galway  to  Clifden  (approved  by  the 
Royal  Commission),  he  will  use  his  in- 
fluenca  to  prevent  any  further  delav  in 
comniencing  this  work  of  public  utility  1 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  Certainly,  Sir ;  I  will 
use  any  influence  I  have  to  prevent  un- 
necessary delay  in  arriving  at  a  decision 
as  to  the  Galway  and  Clifden  Railway. 

OFFICIALS  OF  THE  MINT. 
Me.  ATHBRLEY-JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  if  any  extra  re- 
muneration has  been  granted  to  the 
ofiScials  of  the  Mint  in  respect  of  the 
extra  work  and  longer  hours  imposed 
Mr.  Clancy 


upon  them  by  the  larg^  silver  coinage  of 
the  year  1889  ;  if  not,  whether  he  wiU 
take  into  consideration  their  claim  to 
further  remuneration! 
•Mb.  GOSCHEN:  At  the  end  of  March, 
1889,  a  gratuity  equal  to  two  months' 
pay  was  awarded  by  the  Treasury  to  all 
persons  except  thestafE  oflBcers  employed 
in  the  Mint  at  fixed  salaries  or  wages, 
the  work  of  the  Department  having  been 
excessive  from  the  early  part  of  1887  to 
the  end  of  February,  1889.  Since  then 
the  matter  has  not  been  brought  again 
before  me,  and  I  may  say,  in  all  courtesy, 
that  I  think  it  more  expedient  that  the 
Deputy  Master  of  the  Mint  should  bring 
the  question  before  the  Treasury  rather 
than  that  it  should  reach  us  through  a 
political  channel. 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIA  BILL. 

Mb.  0.  V.  MORGAN  (Battersea): 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state 
when  the  Western  Australia  Bill  will 
be  proceeded  with  ? 
•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  cannot. 

MB.  BALFOUR  AND  MR.  J.  REDMOND. 

Mb.  J.  REDMOND  (Wexford,  N.) :  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  a  ques- 
tion of  which  I  have  givep  him  private 
notice.  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
correctly  reported  in  the  Times  as  having 
made  the  following  statement  on  the 
previous  evening : — 

"They  must  remember  that  the  homes  of 
those  persons  who  attempted  to  redeem  had 
been  wrecked  by  the  mob.  I  stated  before 
that  a  Member  of  this  House  had  boasted  that 
those  thiags  had  occurred.  I  believe  he  con- 
troverted that.  \Vhat  he  did  was  to  give  to 
the  reporter  of  a  newspaper  owned  by  lumseU, 
and  the  editor  of  which  was  a  personal  friend 
of  his,  an  account  which  I  quoted  accu- 
rately "  t 

I  also  wish  to  ask  whether  I  am  the 
Member  referred  to  ! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes  ;  the  hon. 
Member  is  the  Member  of  the  House  to 
whom  I  referred,  and  the  quotation  he 
gives  from  the  Times  newspaper  fairly 
and  accurately  represents  what  I  said  on 
the  occasion,  with  the  exception  that  I 
did  not  say  that  he  was  the  owner,  but  I 
did  say  th«.t  the  editor  of  the  newspaper 
was  a  personal  friend  of  his.  I  have  here 
the  report  of  the  interview  in  the  People 
newspaper.  It  sayB,  that  on  Tuesday 
evening  Mr.  John  E.  Redmond,  M.P.| 
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passed  through  New  Boss,  and  in  an 
interriev  frith  its  representatiye  spoke 
of  a&irs  at  Tipperary.  He  said  he  bad 
"  Nerer  teen  such  excitement  in  bis  life  as 
(here  is  in  the  town  of  Tipperary  at  this 
moment.  The  houses  of  the  men  who  paid  their 
rents  are  there  left  alone  by  everyone.  The 
honaes  of  these  men  have  been  nearly  wrecked, 
and  there  cannot  be  got  in  the  County  of  lip- 
perary  a  glazier  to  replace  the  windows  which 
We  bren  smashed  to  pieces.  The  combination 
of  the  Smith- Barry  tenants  is  one  of  the  best 
in  Irdand." 

(6.2.)  Mb.  J.  REDMOND:  I  am 
sore  the  House  will  in  foimesa  allow  me 
to  say  two  or  three  words  in  the  way  of 
peisooal  explanation.  What  1  have  to 
say  may  seem  rather  startling  to  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman.  I  never  gave  any  such 
interview  as  that  which  has  been  quoted 
to  the  representative  of  any  newspaper 
whatever,  and  I  never  made  any  state- 
ment which  could  possibly  be  twisted  or 
distorted  into  approval  of  the  occnrrenoes 
in  Tipperary — either  in  an  interview,  in 
a  speech,  or  in  any  other  manner.  In 
my  own  justification,  as  this  charge  has 
been  made  against  me  of  boasting  of  the 
wrecking  of  these  houses,  and  as  the 
charge  had  been  made  that  not  one  of 
the  Irish  Members  had  denounced  these 
occurrences,  I  ask  permission  to  state 
that  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  after 
the  breaking  of  the  windows  by  certain 
persons  in  Tipperary — which  is  the  dis- 
turbance referred  to — in  September  last, 
namely,  on  the  following  Sunday,  Sep- 
tember 8,  I  myself  publicly  denounced 
at  a  meeting  in  the  town  of  Tipperary 
those  occurrences  in  the  following  words. 
I  will  read  the  report  of  my  speech  that 
appeared  in  the  Freeman^s  Journal  of 
Monday,  September  9.  It  is  as 
Mows : — 

"There  were  two  plain  and  manifest  duties 
which  they  at  once  were  bound  to  fulfil  to- 
wards thetie  men  "  (namely,  the  lenHnts  whu 
had  combined).  "  The  first  of  these  duties  he 
va<  there  tu  speak  about,  with  a  full  sense  of 
hi>  responsibility,  candidly,  and  without  the 
slightest  fear  as  to  whether  his  words  would  be 
well  received  or  not.  The  first  duty  they  owed 
to  these  men  was  to  pot  down  disorder  in  the 
town.  Ue  (Mr.  Redmond>liad  read  with  pain 
of  the  breaking  of  windows  and  the  throwing 
of  stcnes.  He  was  not  afraid  to  speak  his 
Bind  t<>  'ilpperary  men Stone- 
throwing  and  window-breaking  wore  unworthy 
of  Tipperary.  It  was  a  cowardly  proceeding, 
and  WIS  found  to  bring  injury  to  the  cause  of 
the  Smith-Barry  tenantry  and  the  cause  of 
Ireland  generally.  He  asked  them  to  put 
dovn  disorder  with  a  strong  hand,  and  thus  to 
deprive  their  enemies  of  the  only  weapon  they 


had  to  nsa  against  them— that  is,  the  weapon 
of  misrepresenting  their  movement  as  a  law- 
less, turbulent,  and  an  unjust  one." 

That  speech  was  made  immediately  after 
the  occurrences.  It  was  made  on  the 
spot,  in  the  town  of  Tipperary.  It  was 
the  last  public  meeting  which  the  Irish 
Members  were  allowed  to  address  freely 
in  that  town,  with  the  exception  of  those 
meetings  where  Englishmen  were  pre- 
sent ;  and  I  must  say  I  think  it  a  strange 
circumstance  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  publicly  accuse  Members 
here  of  not  only  not  denouncing  these 
occurrences,  but  of  boasting  of  them, 
when  he  ought  to  have  had  a  knowledge 
of  that  speech  of  mine. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  part  of  my  duty  to 
read  every  speech  delivered  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  I,  of  course,  accept 
at  once  with  the  greatest  pleasure  the 
contradiction  which  has  just  been  given 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  of  an  elaborate 
report  in  a  newspaper,  published  in  his 
own  constituency.  I  have  not  given  the 
House  an  adequate  idea  of  the  elaborate- 
ness of  the  account  of  the  alleged  con- 
versation reported  in  a  newspaper  which 
is  friendly  to  the  hon.  Member,  and  of 
which  the  editor  has  been  twice  a  martyr 
to  the  National  cause — once  under  the 
administration  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  and  once  under  mine.  I 
prosume  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
taken  pains  to  prevent  the  evil  effects 
and  pernicious  consequences  which  would 
necessarily  be  produced  in  the  locality 
from  this  report  of  his  words.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  sent 
a  distinct  contradiction  to  the  editor, 
but,  unfortunately,  that  contradiction 
was  not  brought  to  my  notice. 

Mb.  J.  REDMOND  :  Am  I  to  under- 
stand that  this  alleged  interview, 
published  in  a  small  country  print,  was 
brought  under  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
notice,  and  that  the  long  report  of  my 
speech  in  the  Freeman's  Journal  was  not 
brought  to  his  knowledge  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  occurrence 
in  question  was  reported  in  the  People 
of  the  14th  of  September  last  year. 

Me.  J.  REDMOND :  That  is  not  the 
date.  It  was  the  4th  of  September,  and 
my  speech  in  Tipperary  was  on  the  8th. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  was  in 
the  beginning  of  September.  Whether 
I    had  the  good   fortune    to    read  the 
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excellent  observatioas  made  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  on  the  occasion  referred 
to  I  do  not  know.  If  I  had  known  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  delivered  that 
speech  I  would  have  given  him  great 
credit  for  it,  as  such  speeches  are  only 
too  rare.  But  I  read  the  extracts  from 
the  alleged  interview  that  were  brought 
to  my  official  knowledge,  and  I  thought 
they  were  most  significant.  I  will  no 
longer  say  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
used  the  expressions  attributed  to  him, 
though  I  do  say  that  ns  the  statement 
appears  in  a  paper  which  supports  his 
Party,  and  circulates  in  his  constituency, 
I  was  justified  in  attaching  significance 
to  it. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to, — Suck  River 
Drainage    (Provision    of    Funds)    Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

RATING  AND  VALUATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Select  Committee  nominated  of,— The  Lord 
Advocate.  Mr.  Baird,  Sir  Charlea  Dalrymple, 
Sir  Archibald  Orr  Ewing,  Colonel  Malcolm, 
Mr.  Shaw-Stewart,  Mr.  Mark  Stewart,  Mr. 
Somervell,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Hugh  Elliot, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Balfonr,  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Joseph 
Bolton,  Dr.  Cameron,  Dr.  Hunter,  Mr. 
M'Ewan,  and  Mr.  Edmund  Roberlson.— iTr. 
Edmund  Eoberlion.) 

ORDERS  OF   THE  DAY. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  (CUSTOMS  AND  EX- 

CISE;  DUTIES  BILL.— (No.  244.) 

COMUITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 
•(6.11.)  Me.  SPEAKER:  The  first 
(Lord  R.  Churchill's)  Instruction  is  in 
order.  The  second  is  too  vague,  nor 
can  the  Committee  be  asked  in  such  very 
general  terms  to  lay  down  principles  on 
which  licences  are  to  be  extinguished. 
That  part  referring  to  maximum  value 
it  is  already  within  the  power  of  the 
Committee  to  entertain  and  deal  with. 
With  reference  to  the  Instruction 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Rotherham,  having  given  my  best 
attention  to  it,  it  appears  to  me  that,  as  a 
sum  has  been  allocated  to  the  Local 
Authorities  by  a  previous  Bill,  now  an 
Act,  to  be  appropriated  for  purposes  to 
be  defined  by  a  Bill  in  this  Session,  it 
■will  be  competent  for  the  Committee  to 
vary  the  allocation  of  that  sum  to  another 
purpose  than  that  specified  by  the  Bill, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfcmr. 


and  for  a  Member  to  move  that  it  should 
be  applied,  not  to  extinguishing  licences, 
but  to  the  purposes  of  techniod  educa- 
tion. Under  these  circumstances,  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  move  the  Instruction, 
as  the  Committee  will  have  the  power 
to  do  what  the  Instruction  requires  them 
to  do. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

(6.14.)  Me.  PICTON  (Leicester):  I 
wish  to  move  to  leave  out  the  first 
words  "  out  of."  The  Amendment  re- 
quires explanation,  but  I  can  show  in  a 
very  few  words  what  it  means.  Its 
significance  has  to  be  brought  out  by  a 
number  of  consequential  Amendments, 
the  result  of  adopting  which  would  be 
that  the  line  indicated  to  the  House 
just  now  Eis  possible  in  the  Committee 
would  be  adopted,  and  the  application  of 
the  allowances  arising  from  Local  Taxa- 
tion (Customs  and  Excises)  Duties  would 
be  somewhat  varied.  The  Committee 
will  best  understand  my  Amendment  if 
I  read  out  the  clause  in  the  form  it  would 
take  if  my  Amendment,  with  conse- 
quential alterations,  were  agreed  to.  The 
clause  would  run  thus — 

"  The  EngliBh  share  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Customs  Excise  Duties  paid  to  the  Local  Taxa- 
tion Account  on  account  ol  any  financial  year 
shall  be  distributed  amongst  the  several  Couaty 
Funds  and  carried  to  the  Exchequer  Contribu- 
tion  Accounts  of  these  funds  respectively  and 
applied  to  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1836 
and  shall  be  the  subject  ctf  an  adjustment  be- 
tween the  Couniies  and  County  Boroughs  by 
the  Commissioners  under  that  Act  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  contributed  by  each  County 
and  County  Borough  from  Licence  Duty." 

My  strong  reason  for  moving  this  change 
in  the  clause  is  that  it  will  leave  the 
municipalities  in  the  possession  of  more 
freedom  than  they  will  otherwise  possess. 
The  Amendment  will  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  interfere  with,  or  lessen,  the 
amount  which  may  be  applied  to  police 
superannuation,  which  would  be  dealt 
with  in  Clause  4.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
inconceivable  that  if  the  Local  Autho- 
rities were  left  free  to  deal  with  this 
money  as  they  like,  some  of  them  would 
occasionally  buy  up  public  house 
premises ;  but  they  would  buy  up  with- 
out laying  down  Such  a  prejudicial  prin- 
ciple as  that  which  is  involved  in  other 
parts  of  the  Bill,  notably  in  Sub-section 
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1  of  Clause  1.  They  would  bay  them 
up  because,  probably,  they  could  make  a 
better  use  of  the  ground  on  which  they 
stood,  and  there  would  be  no  generally- 
admitted  claim  to  oompeosate  on  the 
part  of  licence  bolders.  Therefore,  the 
adoption  of  the  Amendment  would  not 
necessarily  interfere  with  the  object  that 
the  GJovemment  say  they  hare  in  view, 
namely,  the  provision  of  facilities  for 
lessening  the  number  of  public  houses. 
The  strongest  argument  that  I  oan  ui^e 
for  the  Amendment  is  one  which  con- 
cerns the  moral  sentiments  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  population.  1  earnestly 
hope  the  (Government  will  re-consider  the 
mrtter  before  they  attempt  to  enforce  on 
tile  local  Representatives  of  the  people  of 
the  country  a  duty  or  a  necessi^  which 
all  manifestations  of  opinion  show  to  be 
bitterly  painful  to  them.  In  nine  cases 
out  of  10,  if  the  Government  proposal 
remains  in  the  Bill,  it  will  not  be  availed 
of,  and  the  County  Councils  will  allow 
the  money  to  remain  idle 

(6.17.)  The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon. 
Member  must  marshal  his  arguments. 
His  argument  is  much  wider  than  his 
Amendment,  and  affects  a  question  dealt 
with  by  subsequent  Amendments. 

(6.18.)  Mr.  PICTON:  I  am  only 
now  moving  to  strike  ont  the  words 
"  ont  of,"  but  I  have  a  difiBculty  in  deal- 
ing with  the  matter  unless  I  can  show 
the  alteration  I  desire  to  bring  about  in 
the  clause.  I  will  only  say  the  adoption 
of  the  Amendment  will  give  the  Govern- 
ment an  opportunity  of  conciliating  a 
large  number  of  persons  whose  moral 
qualities  and  public  spirit  place  them 
among  the  most  estimable  members  of 
the  community. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
11,  ti  leave  out  the  words  "  ont  of." — 
[Ur.  Picton.) 

Qaestion  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'oot  of  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

*(6. 20.)  The  PRESIDENT  op  the 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
forcHiB,TowerHamlets,St.  George's):  The 
hon.  Member,  I  think,  will  scarcely  expect 
otherwise  than  to  hear  from  me  that  the 
Government  cannot  accept  the  'Amend- 
ment he  has  moved,  which  would  have  a 
&r  reaching  effect.  The  hon.  Member 
asks  that  l£e  County  Councils  may  have 
charge  of  the  money  given  into  their 
hands,  and  have  perfect  freedom  of  action 


as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  dis- 
pose of  it.  One  of  the  purposes  to  which 
the  money  is  proposed  to  be  applied  is 
the  superannuation  of  the  police.  The 
hon.  Member  says  if  the  Amendment  is 
accepted  further  Amendments  will  be 
moved  by  which  the  Authorities  will  be 
compelled  to  devote  a  portion  of  the 
funds  to  police  superannuation,  so  that 
with  one  hand  he  gives  these  bodies 
perfect  freedom  of  action,  and  with  the 
other  proposes  that  they  shall  have  no 
freedom  of  action  so  tax  as  the  super- 
annuation of  the  police  is  concerned.  I 
,do  not  think  there  is  much  between 
us  with  reference  to  that  particular 
duty  of  the  Local  Authorities.  The 
Government  think  it  a  right  thing 
that  when  this  money  is  given  over  one 
of  the  duties  imposed  on  the  Local 
Authorities  should  be  to  provide  for  that 
which  most  public  men  have  for  years 
past  considered  a  right  and  proper  pur- 
pose. We  have  the  utmost  regard 
for  the  feelings  of  those  whom 
the  hon.  Member  has  referred  to,  but 
we  believe  the  operations  of  our 
proposals  will  be  necessarily  in  the 
direction  which  they  would  desire. 
Therefore,  we  are  lunable  to  accept  the 
proposal. 

(6.24.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  254  ;  Noes  190.— <Div.  List,  No. 
126.) 

(6.40.)  Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wol- 
verhampton, R) :  I  beg  to  move  the 
omission  of  Sub-section  1.  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  should  be  justified  upon 
this  occasion  in  moving  that  yon 
report  Progress  if  I  was  disposed  to 
take  that  course.  1  know  it  would  be 
characterised  as  obstructive,  but  if  ever 
there  was  a  case  in  which  the  Committee 
would  be  justified  in  reporting  Progress, 
this  is  it.  We  have  now  arrived  at  the 
10th  of  June,  and  we  have  not  yet  had 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
Returns  showing  the  appropriation  of 
the  money  voted  for  the  purposes  of  local 
taxation  for  the  year  ending  March  31st 
last.  I  have  asked  for  this  Return  over 
and  over  again.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  done  his  best  to  fulfil  the 
promise  he  made,  that  we  should  have 
this  information.  We  are  told  that  the 
Inland  Revenue  cannot  supply  it,  and 
then  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
are  not  in  a  position  to  do  so.     I  have 
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had    some    experience    of    the    Inland 
Bevenne,    and    I  am  sure  that  if    the 
Treasury  had  intimated  that  they  wanted 
these  figares,  the   Betnrn  would  have 
been    forthcoming    weeks  ago.     I    am 
sore  that  they  Imow  to  a  shilling  what 
was    the  amount  allocated  in  the  year 
ending  Slst  of  March  last,  and   I  am 
equally  certain  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment  Board  know  now  how  that  sum 
has  been  allocated.     It  is  a  very  vital 
point    in    dealing    with    this  question, 
because   many  of  us   contend  that  the 
appropriation  has  been  unfeiir,  that  the 
boroughs  have  not  received  their  share 
as  compared  with  the  counties ;  but  our 
allegation  is  worth  nothing  ;  we  require 
evidence  as    to    how    the   money    has 
been      appropriated.       This,      however, 
is       not        my      only      ground       for 
demurring    to    the     present    proposal. 
We  are  asked  to  vote  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  for  the  purpose  of  police  super- 
annuation.    In    the    discussion  on  the 
Second  Beading  I  asked  the  Government 
whether,   before    the  Committee  stage, 
they  would  lay  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
the   Bill    they    intended    to    bring    in 
showing  how  they  intended  to  deal  with 
this  question  of  police  superannuation  1  I 
was  told  there  was  every  probability  that 
the  Bill  would    be    laid  on  the  Table. 
That  Bill  has  not  been  laid  on  the  Table, 
and  we  are  now  asked  to  vote  this  money 
without  having  before  us  one  scrap  of 
information  as  to  how  the  Government 
intend    to    allocate    the    money.      The 
House  has  already  had  experience  of  the 
intolerable   difficulty  of    discussing  one 
Bill  upon  another,  and  therefore  I  shall 
have  to  apologise  to  the  House  if,  in  the 
absence    of  information,  I  make  some 
blunders.     I  can    only    deal    with  the 
&cts  and  figures  we  have  before  us,  and 
I  will  endeavour  as  briefly  as  possible 
to  show  why  £150,000  of  this  money 
should  not  be  voted  for  police  superan- 
nuation.    The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  assumed  that  the 
object  of  the  police  superannuation  is  a 
most  desirable  one,  on  the   ground  that 
every  prominent  Member  for  many  years 
has  been  in  favour  of  such  a  scheme,  and 
that  great  prominence  has  been  given  to 
the  &ot  that  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment include  this  question.     For  my  own 
part  I  quite  agree  that  the  police  should 
be  superannuated,  and  if  the  scheme  had 
been  brought  forward  for  the  first  time 
Mr.  H.  H.  Fotder 


I  would    have    been    in    &vonr  of  it 
But  statements  have  been  made  which 
have  very   greatly   misled    the   pubUc, 
statements    to   the  effect  that  we   are 
now   going    to   establish   police  super- 
annuation for  the  first  time,  and  that  it 
is  a  most  desirable  thing  to  put  a  tax 
on  spirits  in  order  to  superannuate  the 
police.     But  the  police  have  been  super- 
annuated for  about  half  a  century.    I 
think  that  there  is  hardly  a  county  or 
borough  where  a  superannuation  fund 
does  not  exist  at   the  present  moment. 
There  are  enormous  numbers  of  police  in 
receipt    of    pensions  under   the  Super- 
annuation Fund,  and  therefore  any  state- 
ments that  we  are  now  going  to  vote 
money     for     the     purpose     of     super- 
annuating   the    poUce    are    misleading 
and    inaccurat«.     You    are    going    to 
vote  money  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to 
the  large  grants  you  have  already  made 
to  Local  Taxation  out  of  Imperial  funds, 
and  it  is  an  absolute  misnomer  to  say  that 
this  money  is  going  to  be  devoted  to  the 
superannuation  of  the  police.     I  have 
already  said   that    the   Superannuation 
Fund  has  been  in  existence  for  the  past 
half    century.     In    1839,    the    County 
Police     Force    of    this    country    was 
established.    The  Act  was,  however,  only 
an  enabling  Act,  and   it  was  not  until 
1856  that  the  establishment  of  the  police 
was    made    compulsory.     Counties  had 
originally  the  option  of  having  a  PoUce 
Force.   The  experiment  was  tried  for  IT 
years   before  it   was  made  compulsory, 
but  mark  you,  although  the   establish- 
ment of  the  Police  Force  was  optional  in 
the  year  1839,  so  early  as  1840,    which 
is  just  50  years  ago,  this  House  estab- 
lished a  Police  Superannuation  Fund. 
In  the  first  place.  Parliament  required 
that,  for  the   purposes  of  the  fund,  a 
deduction  of  2^  per  cent,  should  be  made 
from    the    pay     of    every     constable. 
Secondly,  that  the  stoppages  of  constables' 
pay  during  sickness,  all  fines  on  con- 
stables   for    misconduct,     and    cert^iin 
portions  of  the  fines  imposed  on  drunken 
persons,  and  bo  forth,  should  be  appro- 
priated for  the  same  fund ;  and,   lastly, 
that  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  worn 
or  cast-oS  clothiiig  supplied  for  the  use 
of  the  constables  should  be  paid  into  the 
fund.    At  the  present  time  the  capital 
value  of  the  fund  is  over  a  miUion  ster- 
ling.    The  Act  of  1872  prescribed  that 
any  part  not  exceeding  a  moiety  of  the 
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penalfy  under  that  Act  might,  if  the 
Court  80  directed,  be  paid  to  the  fund. 
If  that  is  80  in  counties,  what  has  been 
the  historj  so  far  as  the  boroughs  are 
ooncemed^  The  old  Municipal  Corpora- 
tion Act— 5th  and  6th  Willian^IV.— 
enabled  boroughs  to  award  compensation 
to  constables  for  wounds  or  injuries 
received  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty,  or  on  their  being  worn  out  in  the 
serrioe.  When  the  borough  police  were 
pat  upon  their  proper  footing  by  the 
11th  and  12th  Victoria,  the  old  funds 
were  merged  in  the  new  fund,  and  the 
boroughs  were  required  to  appropriate 
the  same  sources  of  B«yenue  I  hare  just 
described  to  the  Superannuation  Fund, 
in  addition  to  a  weekly  contribu- 
tion from  all  ranks  of  the  police,  as 
nearly  as  might  be  equal  to 
l-36tii  part  of  the  pay.  The  Committee 
will  ask  what  is  tiie  superannuation 
eJlowance  which  a  policeman  may  get. 
By  the  Act  of  1840,  a  constable  may  be 
recommended  for  a  pension  of  not  more 
than  half  pay — a  very  liberal  pension — 
if  he  has  oxily  served  15  years,  and  less 
than  20  years.  If  a  constable  has  served 
20  years  and  upwards,  he  is  entitled  to 
a  pension  equal  to  two-thirds  of  his  pay. 
If  he  is  under  60  years  of  age,  it  is  a 
necessary  condition  that  he  should 
produce  a  certificate  of  incapacity  to 
discharge  his  duties.  In  one  case  alone, 
the  whole  pay  may  be  awarded,  namely, 
in  a  case  where  the  constable  has 
received  injuries  in  the  actual  execution 
of  his  duties,  which  incapacitate  him 
from  work.  The  question  came  before 
various  Home  Secretaries  as  to  the 
extent  to  which  this  superannuation 
scheme  was  being  carried  out.  The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  one  of  the  Divi- 
sions of  Essex  (Sir  H.  Selwin-Ibbetson) 
brought  the  question  again  and  agaia 
imder  the  notice  of  Parliament,  and,  in 
1875,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  subject.  Amongst 
other  witnesses,  the  Committee  called 
Dr.  Farre,  the  eminent  statistician,  to 
speak  as  to  the  condition  of  the  fund 
at  that  time.  In  1877,  anothei  Com- 
mittee was  appointed,  and  it  came  to  the 
conclusion  thiat,  under  the  circumstances, 
and  having  regard  to  the  conditions  of 
police  constables,  it  was  not  a  wise  or  a 
proper  policy  to  throw  the  men  back 
>>niply  upon  such  arrangements  as  they 
themselves  might  make   for   provision 


for  old  age  ;  the  Conunittee  thought  it 
'  to  the  interest  of  the  State  that  there 
should  be  a  proper  Police  Superannua- 
tion Fund  kept  on  foot.  The  men 
complained  then,  as  I  suppose  they 
complain  to-day,  of  the  fixed  age  of  60, 
as  imposing  hardly  on  those  men  who 
joined  the  Force  when  young.  A  great 
deal  of  evidence  was  submitted  to  the 
Committee  on  that  question.  The 
evidence  was  taken  of  Members  of  the 
Watch  Committees  of  some  of  the  mosiv 
important  towns  and  cities,  and  also  of 
various  chief  constables.  All  the 
witnesses  concurred  that  after  25  years' 
good  service  a  constable  had  practically 
given  all  his  best  years  and  energies  to 
the  Force.  I  believe  that  was  the  opinion 
arrived  at  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  W.  Haroourt), 
who  was  at  the  Home  Office  for  several 
years,  and  who  thoroughly  investigated 
the  case  in  reference  to  the  Metro- 
politan Police.  .But  let  me  come  to 
the  question  of  what  was  the  then 
state  of  the  Fund,  because  I 
apprehend  that  the  Government  will 
endeavour  to  justify  their  present  situa- 
tion on  the  g^und  that  the  fund 
is  not  sufficient  for  the  payment  of 
pensions.  The  Council  which  provided 
that  the  fund  should  be  established  also 
provided  that  any  deficiency  should  be 
made  up  out  of  the  rates,  and,  therefore, 
so  far  as  the  policemen  are  concerned, 
the  Superannuation  Fund  was  complete  ; 
whatever  deficiency  there  may  be  is  en- 
tirely a  question  of  the  rates.,  Dr. 
Farre  proposed,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
deal  with  all  the  counties  by  themselves, 
and  with  all  the  boraughs  by  themselves. 
Taking  the  counties  first,  he  showed 
that,  in  order  to  ensure  the  payment 
of  pension,  the  annual  contributions 
to  the  fund  should  be  J659,000,  while,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  contributions  in 
1876  were  only  £38,852.  Thus,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Farre,  there  was  in  the 
counties  an  annual  deficiency  of  £20,000, 
which  had  to  be  made  up  out  of  the 
rates  if  the  proper  system  were  adopted. 
But  he  says  the  Borough  Superannua- 
tion Funds,  considered  in  like  maimer, 
showed  a  surplus  of  £88,000  annually. 
Therefore,  you  have  on  tho  figures  this 
state  of  things  displayed,  that  the  counties 
did  not  contribute  vhat  they  ought  to 
have  contributed  to  make  the  fund 
solvent,  and  that  the  boroughs  had  oon- 
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tributed  largelj  in  excess  of  the  neces- 
sary amount.  The  House  will  see  the 
force  of  the  reason  for  which  I  press  for 
farther  information,  and  that  I  am 
justified  in  my  contention,  which 
was  maintained  in  1888,  that  the 
boroughs  are  treated  unfairly,  and 
that  a  great  advantage  is  given  to  the 
counties.  The  Committee  had  all  the 
figures  before  them,  and  two  schemes  were 
proposed,  what  may  be  called  a  "  rate  " 
scheme  and  an  "  amalgamation"  scheme. 
Under  the  rate  scheme  the  fund  system 
was  to  be  abandoned,  and,  instead  of  a 
fund,  pensions  were  to  be  charged 
upon  the  rates,  each  police  area  providing 
for  itself.  I  am  not  going  to  argue  this 
scheme,  but  there  is  great  simplicity 
about  the  proposal  that  pensions  to  the 
police  should  form  an  item  in  the  annual 
charge  for  the  cost  of  the  police,  just  as 
pay  and  clothing.  Then  there  was  the 
amalgamation  scheme,  the  retention  of 
the  Superannuation  Fund,  enlarged  by 
contributions  from  other  sources,  an 
amalgamation  of  the  funds  of  a  county 
apportioned  according  to  districts,  and 
upon  the  lines  of  this  scheme  the  present 
system  it  appears  to  me  is  to  run. 
This,  however,  is  matter  of  pure  specu- 
lation, because  the  present  scheme  is 
hidden  from  us.  The  Committee  found 
that  the  starting  of  such  a  fund  would 
require  adjustment  of  a  special  and 
elaborate  character,  because  in  some 
places  the  fund  was  in  excess  of  require- 
ments, and  in  other  cases  it  weis  almost 
exhausted,  exactly  the  state  of  things 
we  find  to-day.  The  upshot  was  that 
the  Committee,  after  g^nng  through  a 
variety  of  reasons,  with  which  I  need 
not  trouble  the  House,  came  to  the 
opinion  that  the  amalgamation  scheme 
was  impracticable,  and  then  they  con- 
sidered the  rate  scheme  with  favour. 
They  thought  there  were  some  objections 
to  it,  one  being  that  possibly  the  police 
might  not  be  so  zealous  in  enforcing 
penJalties  when  these  went  to  the  rates 
instead  of  to  the  Superannuation  Fund ; 
but  in  a  carefully  considered  and  states- 
manlike manner  the  Committee  of  1877 
presented  their  Report,  the  general 
upshot  of  which  was  in  favour  of  secur- 
ing the  police  pensions  upon  the  district 
rates  directly,  and  against  a  general 
amalgamation  scheme,,,, jyl^iplj  ^h^y.jqe- 
.  «wded,  I  gs  jpfffactiicalpl^, , , ,  %^.  efteiji  pf 
.thp  evidwce.giyemhiBjfpre  tl^e  Committee 
Mr.  It.  U.  Fwder 


showed  that  whereas  the  annaal  contri- 
butions to  the  Police  Superannuation 
Fund  by  the  counties  was  too  low,  that 
of  the  boroughs  was  too  high.  The 
House  will  remember  that  from  1877  to 
1880  Parliament  was  far  more  busy 
attending  to  European  afPairs  than  upon 
such  matters  as  police  superannuation, 
and  no  action  was  taken  until  1882,  when, 
my  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  W.  Harcourt) 
being  Home  Secretary,  a  BiU  was 
brought  in  carrying  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  1877,  so  far  as 
they  were  approved  by  the  then  Govern- 
ment. My  right  hon.  Friend  then,  in 
introducing  the  Bill,  admitted  the  great 
dissatisfaction  that  existed  as  to  the  un- 
certainty of  pensions,  a  constable  enter- 
ing at  21  not  being  able  to  obtain  a  pen- 
sion until  he  reached  the  age  of  60, 
unless  previously  receiving  a  certificate 
of  incompetency,  and  a  term  of  25  years 
service  was  provided  in  the  Bill.  Pro- 
vision was  also  made  for  the  widow  of  a 
constable  killed  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty,  and  an  allowance  provided  for  each 
of  his  children  under  15.  There  were 
many  other  administrative  details,  but 
the  Bill  did  not  carry  out  the  ^^com- 
mendations  of  the  Committee  in  regard 
to  making  superannuations  a  charge  upon 
the  rates ;  it  provided  various  means  for 
strengthening  the  fund  and  placing  it  in 
a  solvent  condition.  The  Bill  of  1882 
was  met  with  legitimate  opposition — 
such  as  is  called  obstruction  now — ^from 
a  small  number  of  County  Members,  and 
the  Bill  did  not  pass.  Other  Bills  were 
introduced  in  1883  and  1884,  and  I  myself 
had  the  honour  of  introducing  another 
in  1886.  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in 
mind  that  all  those  Bills  dealt  with  the 
administration  of  the  fund,  and  did  not 
propose  to  provide  subscriptious  from  the 
Imperial  funds  in  aid  of  tiie  local  rates. 
Now,  I  must  trouble  the  House  with 
a  few  figures  to  show  how  the 
pension  funds  stand  to-day  in  boroughs 
and  counties ;  figures  relating  exclusively 
to  England  and  Wales,  and,  for  con- 
venience, I  separate  the  City  and  Metro- 
politan Police  from  the  others,  as  they 
stand  upon  a  totally  different  footing, 
and  are  under  wholly  different  conditlpp^. 
The  Home  Secretly,, hit^  I^,pq,|^jie 
■Tftbleian  interesting  ifeturif  B^.i^ii\\^  p^p- 
liijtion,  9^^hqfui)4s,;fl.nd^h9.^p^Ep  ftW.ya 
/t^t  j^e^^tEopolia  pi^lit^,  ..a,  rpfl^k- 
>])lppopfraet;to  the.  ^jo^i^ties  ^m  \*^?^- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


537   Local  Taxation  (Customs    {Junb  10, 1890}       and  Excise)  Duties  BiU.    538 


In  England  and  Wales  tbe  total  strength 
of  the  Police  Force,  inclading  Chief  Con- 
stableB  and  Inspectors,  is  37,735  men,  of 
whom  11,826  are  in  the  counties,  10,778 
in  the  boronghs,  and  15,131  in  the 
Metropolis,  inclnding  the  City.  The  large 
proportion  of  7,698  men  are  receiving 
pensbns  from  the  fand;  and  of  these 
2,105  are  in  the  counties,  1,302  in  the 
boroughs,  and  4,283  in  the  Metropolis. 
Last  year  there  was  paid  in  pensions 
£371,870— £96,673  in  the  counties, 
£65,114  in  the  boroi^hs,  and  the  large 
proportion  of  ;6210,000  in  the  Metropolis. 
The  deficiency  to  be  provided  out  of  the 
rates  was  £182,460 ;  and  of  this  the 
ooTmties  had  to  raise  £28,576,  the 
boronghs  £4,297,  and  the  Metropolis 
£149,000.  The  Capital  Fund  available  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  £1,208,722  ;  and 
of  that  £588,529  belonsred  to  the  coun- 
ties, £614,677  to  the  boroughs,  and 
£5,415  to  London.  The  counties  with 
no  fund  at  all  are  Essex,  Norfolk, 
Suffolk,  Sussex,  Worcester,  and  Denbigh. 
In  nearly  all  the  cases  where  there  is  a 
deficiency  to  be  met  out  of  the  rates,  no 
C^tal  Fund  has  been  established.  In  the 
other  oases  there  is  a  Capital  Fund  ;  and 
it  is  fair  to  aigue  that  if  public  money  is 
to  be  voted  now  there  must,  in  equity, 
be  an  Adjustment  as  between  those  who 
have  done  their  duty  and  those  who  have 
left  it  undone.  As  regards  the  boroughs 
generally,  their  Police  Superannuation 
Funds  are  in  a  thoroughly  sound  and 
solvent  state,  and  they  are  sufficient  to 
meet  the  claims  that  are  made  upon 
them.  The  same  is  trao  of  most  of  the 
ooonties.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
Ambers  for  the  Metropolis  to  the  state 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Fund.  I  do 
this  with  considerable  diffidence,  for 
I  feel  there  are  many  Members 
much  better  able  to  deal  with,  this 
part  of  the  question  than  I  am. 
Bat  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of 
Metropolitan  Members  to  this,  in 
common  with  the  remarkable  subven- 
tion now  proposed.  What  is  the  state  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  Fund,  as  shown 
in  the  accounts  for  the  year  ending 
March  31st  of  this  year?  Although  the 
Receiver  for  the  Metropolitan  Police  has 
not  the  means  and  appliances  of  the 
Inland  Revenue  or  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  he  has  his  statement  ready 
up  to  that  date.  I  find  that  last  year 
the  Metropolitan  Polica  received  from 
VOL.  CCCXLV.      [thibd  seeies.] 


the  Local  Taxation  Account  £584,000, 
and  from  the  rates  £731,000.  I  want 
my  hon.  Friends  to  mark  these  figures, 
for  they  give  a  clear  indication,  in  my 
opinion,  as  to  where  this  sum  of  £150,000 
is  going.  The  other  sources  of  Revenue 
bring  the  total  up  to  £1,500,000.  Out 
of  this  fund,  £149,000  is  paid  for  retired 
allowances,  so  that  the  Metropolitan 
Police  Fund  pays  its  way.  There  is 
another  point.  After  having  paid  off  all 
the  charges  I  have  mentioned  there  was 
in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  £186,000. 
Therefore,  the  fund  is  perfectly  solvent 
Parliament  is  now  asked  to  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Receiver  £150,000  more, 
though  it  is  impossible  for  any  Adminis- 
tration to  grant  pensions  on  a  more 
liberal  scale  than  is  done  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby. 
That  £150,000  means  an  increase  in  the 
Metropolitan  Police  without  the  control 
of  Parliament.  I  protest  against  the 
granting  of  this  money  for  the  imaginary 
purpose  of  creating  a  fund  which  has  in 
reality  existed  for  50  years,  and  against 
which  the  only  complaint  brought  is 
that  of  defective  administration. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  lin» 
14,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  1. — (J/r„ 
Henry  H.  Fotder.) 

Question  proposad,  "  That  Sub-section 
(1)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

•(7.35.)  The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  . 
FOR  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Mati'Hews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  I  do 
not  propose  to  follow  the  right  hon.  . 
Gentleman  through  the  figures  he 
has  given,  but  I  will  touch  only 
those  points  which  seem  material 
to  the  ckuse.  With  the  general  outline 
drawn  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I 
have  nothing  to  quarrel.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  - 
not  laid  sufficient  stress  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  of  1877, . 
which  formed  the  turning-point  in  the  - 
action  of  successive  Secretaries  of  State 
from-  that  time.  That  Committee  was-- 
appointed  in  consequence  of  the  numerous- 
complaints  received,  especially  from  the 
Provincial  Forces,  with  reference  to 
superannuation.  The  grievance  was 
that,  although  there  was  a  Superannua- 
tion Fund,  it  was  not  spent  as  it  ought 
to  be  but  the  Authorities  acted,  as  it 
was  alleged — and  1  wish  hon.  Members 
to  undei-stand  that  I  do  not  identify  my- 
X 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


539    Local  Taxation  (Cmtotns      {COMMONS}         and  Excite)  Dutie*  Bill. 


540 


aalf  with  that  complaint — in  a  capricious 
and  arbitrary  manner.  It  was  a  frequent 
complaint  that  while  a  pension  was 
withheld  from  one  man  it  was  gpranted 
to  another  who  was  in  favour  with  the 
Authorities,  and  this  uncertain  and  pre- 
carious  state  of  things  constituted  a 
grievance.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  actually  taken  credit  to  the  boroughs 
for  having  smaller  pension  lists  in 
relation  to  the  number  of  their  Foroes 
than  the  counties ;  yet  it  was  that  voiy 
fact  which  led  to  the  complaints  and  to 
the  l^islation  for  which  the  right  hon. 
dentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  is  so 
distinguished.  Dr.  Farre  made  extensive 
calculations,  occupying  nearly  two  years, 
to  find  out  what  became  of  100,000  of 
the  police  entering  and  leaving  the  Force 
from  all  causes.  He  found  that  in  the 
Metropolis  13,800  men  had  pensions  :  in 
the  counties  only  12,000;  and  in  the 
boroughs,  only  7,900.  The  proportion 
at  the  time  was  in  the  Metropolis,  14 
pensions  per  100  men ;  in  the  counties, 
12  pensions  per  100  men ;  and  in  the 
boroughs,  less  than  eight  p3r  100  men  ; 
and  it  was  this  marked  disproportion 
which  gave  rise  to  the  complaints.  The 
Provincial  Authorities  dismissed  their 
men  without  pensiois,  and  caused  the 
disproportion  into  which  the  Committee 
inquired.  All  early  statates  left  the 
•granting  of  pensions  optional,  but  for 
a  good  many  years  it  lias  been 
the  duty  by  law  of  every  Local  Au- 
thority to  form  a  Superannuation  Fund, 
ikud  the  deductions  which  have  been 
made  from  the  pay  of  the  men 
^ught  to  have  accumulated,  yet  hon. 
Members  will  find,  on  reference  to 
a  Return  recently  made  to  this  House 
that  in  the  case  of  35  boroughs  in 
which  a  Superannuation  Fund  ought  to 
-exist  no  single  man  is  receiving  a 
pansion.  Thesa  are  startling  facts. 
Deductions  from  the  pay  of  the 
police  have  been  made  for  years.  I 
hope  that  those  deductions  lu^ve  been 
iuvested,  and  are  in  existence  now.  It 
must  be  remembered,  too,  that  these  are 
not  new  baronghs.  They  have  been  in 
existenca  many  years.  The  boroughs, 
and,  in  a  less  degree,  the  counties,  have 
not  made  for  their  Police  Force  so  large  a 
provision  as  Parliament  wished  them  to 
make.  The  right  hon.  Gentlepian  oppo- 
site has  brought  forward  successive  Bills 
giving  policemen  a  right  to  a  pension, 
jfr.  MaUheioB 


and  depriving  the  Local  Authoritiei  of 
their  right  to  decide  whether  pensions, 
should  be  granted  or  not.  All  those 
Bills  aimed  at  this,  to  correct  the  fikult 
of  both  boroughs  and  counties  in  having 
given  too  little  money  to  the  pension 
charge.  The  object  of  those  Bills  'was  to 
enable  a  policeman  to  know  what  his 
pension  will  be  under  g^ven  circum- 
stances. That  is  what  has  been  done  in 
the  Metropolis,  where  it  has  resulted  in 
the  number  of  pensions  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  adverted  ta  Onr 
B'dl  will  be  largely  based  upon  the  lines 
of  the  Bills  brought  forward  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  though  I  have 
made  some  alterations  in  matters  lA 
detail.  The  effect  of  a  Bill  based  on 
these  Bills  would  be  to  increase  the 
number  of  pensioners  in  the  counties,  and 
still  more  in  the  boroughs ;  and,  con- 
sequently, there  will  be  thrown  on  the 
Superannuation  Funds  considerable  extra 
burdens,  and,  therefore,  we  think  it 
necessary  to  make  this  provision  to  meet 
them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site says  that  ti^e  funds,  especially  in  the 
case  of  the  Metropolitan  Force,  are 
already  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  On 
that  point  I  take  distinct  issue. 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER:  It  comes  out 
of  the  rates. 

*Mr.  MATTHEWS :  Very  often  it  is 
ths  case  that  a  policeman  earns  his  pension 
when  he  has  been  in  the  Force  from  15  to 
25  years,  and  does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man contend  that  the  ratepayer  of  to- 
day is  to  bear  the  whole  burden  of  the 
pension  earned  during  the  15  previous 
years  t  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
think  that  that  is  a  satisfactory  method 
of  adjusting  the  pension  charges  ? 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER:  That  is  what 
the  Select  Committee  recommends. 

•Mb.  MATTHEWS:  Yes,  I  am  sorry 
to  say  they  do.  But  they  also  recom- 
mend that  the  contribution  from  year  to 
year  should  be  changed  into  a  terminable 
annuity. 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER :  No ;  the  re- 
commendation is  that  the  existing  fund 
should  be  changed  into  terminable 
annuities. 
•Mb.  MATTHEWS:  Well,  that  may 
be  so,  but  it  is  not  worth  while  dis- 
cussing that  question.  It  seems  to  me 
you  are  imposing  on  the  ratepayers,  the 
day  the  pension  is  granted,  a  most  un- 
reasonable  burden,  unless  you    ensure 
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that  thej  receive  some  aid  from  the  rate- 
pajers  of  the  years  in  which  the  pension 
it  earned.  Rememberthat  the  funds  were 
■otcnfficient  in  1877,  any  excess  which 
might  then  haye  existed  being  dne  to 
the  facts  that  the  boroughs  had  an  nn- 
osvally  small  number  of  pensioners.  I 
hare  taken  the  trouble,  however,  togetout 
the  %ures  of  the  income  from  all  sources 
«f  the  Superannuation  Fund  in  the  years 
1874,  1883,  and  1888.  I  find  that  in 
the  case  of  the  counties  the  income  in 
1874  wa8j£65,834 ;  in  1883  £64,762  ;  and 
in  1888  X67,240.  In  the  boroughs  it 
was  in  1874  X52,000,  and  in  1883  and 
1888  £52,000.  The  payments  in  the 
counties  have  grown  from  £30,000  in 
1874  to  £100,000  in  1888 ;  and  in  the 
horonghs  from  £27,000  in  1874  to 
£68,000  in  1888.  Ton  consequently  now 
have  a  deficiency  of  nearly  £33,000  in  the 
counties,  and  of  £5,495  in  the  boroughs. 
Nobody,  looking  at  the  state  of  the 
Saperannnation  Funds  throughout  the 
ooontry,  can  say  that  they  are  now  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  or  that  they  will 
be  able  to  meet  the  domands  upon  them 
if  the  proposal  to  make  the  granting  of 
pensions  a  matter  of  right  instead  of 
discretion  passes  into  law.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton actually  had  the  courage  to  tell 
the  House  that  the  Metropolitan  Fund  is 
solvent. 

Mk.  H.  H.  fowler  :  I  never  said  it 
was  solvent.  I  simply  said  that  after 
appiopriaiing  £140,000  out  of  the 
Superannuation  Fund  there  was  still  a 
smn  of  £180,080  in  hand  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

•Mr.  MATTHEWS:  I  have  no  doubt 
there  is  a  balance  at  the  bank,  but  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
have  told  the  House  that  the  Fund  has 
not  existed  since  the  year  1856,  and 
taecessive  Secretaries  of  State  have 
fonnd  themselves  obliged  to  fall  back  on 
the  current  rates,  The  total  expendi- 
ture is  £193,000  a  year  and  the  income 
from  odd  sources  £53,000  a  year,  so  that 
tiie  deficit  of  £139,000  a  year  has  to  be 
met  out  of  the  Police  Fund  generally. 
Clearly,  then,  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Fund  is  in  need  of  a  subvention.  To 
overtake  the  annual  expenditure  which 
now  fiiUs  on  the  Fund  in  respect  of 
SQperannuation  would  need  the  invest- 
ment of  a  nun  of  £6,000,000,  and 
■only  diis  one  fact  justifies  us  in  pro- 


viding a  nest  egg.  In  fact,  all  these  f ands 
are  more  or  less  in  a  state  of  insolvency. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  I  should 
detain  the  House.  I  may  say  that  wo 
do  not  propose  to  make  any  difference  in 
the  treatment  of  boroughs  and  counties, 
compared  one  with  another,  in  proportion 
to  their  solvency.  It  does  not  seem 
right  that  a  Government  subvention  of 
this  sort  should  depend  in  its  distribu- 
tion upon  what  I  may  call  the  miscon- 
duct of  the  Local  Authorities  in  failing 
to  provide  a  sufficient  Superannuation 
Fund,  and  I  think  it  only  reasonable 
that  where  these  subventions  are  given 
the  localities  should  assist  in  bearing  the 
burdens. 

(8.31.)  Me.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Fins- 
bury,  E.) :  I  think  we  must  congratu- 
late ourselves  upon  the  very  able  manner 
in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  has  laid 
this  question  before  the  House.  I  think 
he  has  given  rise  to  a  Debate  of  extreme 
interest  and  importance.  As  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  well  said  the  Metro- 
polis stands  in  a  different  po.<>ition  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  ooantry,  and  the  Metro- 
politan Members  admit  at  once  that  the 
attitude  they  take  up  is  because  of  that 
difference  in  the  position  of  the  Metro- 
polis. There  are  facts  connected  with 
the  control  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 
which  do  not  exist  in  other  parts  of 
the  country,  and  we  have  to  look 
at  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  that  standpoint.  Having 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  Home 
Secretary,  I  must  say  I  fail  to  see  in 
what  way  the  members  of  the  Force 
will  receive  direct  benefit  from  his  pro- 
posal. I  admit  at  once  that  there  is  a 
huge  deficit  in  the  Police  Superannuation 
Fund,  the  amount  being  £145,000,  or  it 
is  near  enough  to  say  £140,000.  Now, 
that  deficit  at  the  present  time  comes 
out  of  the  General  Revenue.  I  want  to 
know  whether  that  deficit  will  be  wiped 
away  when  this  £150,000  is  obtained. 
What  I  want  to  know  is  this.  Supposing 
the  £150,000  takes  the  place  of  the 
£145,000,  where  does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  get  his  money  from  to  defray 
the  cost  of  the  extra  1,000  police  he  is 
'  going  to  appoint )  Early  this  Session  I 
'  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
it  was  true  that  an  increase  of  the  Police 
I  Force  was  taking  place,  and  he  answered 
'  that  he  was  adding  to  the  Force  at  the 
X  2 
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rate  of  100  a  month  tiiitil  the  total  of 
1,000  had  been  reached,  and  he  added, 
in  answer  to  a  farther  question  which  1 
pnt  to  him  whether  he  was  going  to  rely 
upon  the  present  funds  at  the  disposal 
of  Scotland  Yard,  that  it  might  be  found 
necessary  to  make  an  appeal  to  this 
House  for  extra  money.  At  that  time 
we  8uppj83d  that  the  House  would  have 
to  be  appealed  to  for  further  statutory 
powers.  The  present  9d.  rate,  I  find,  is 
almost  entirely  consumed  by  the  present 
expenditure  on  the  police,  and  I  cannot 
see,  throughout  the  Betums  just  issued, 
where  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gets 
the  money  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  extra 
1,000  police.  I  quite  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  that  there  is  little  doubt 
the  £150,000  is  going  to  be  used  in 
meeting  the  demand  necessitated  by  the 
appointment  of  1,000  additional  police. 
What  position  do  we  take  up  t  We  had 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  ask  for  the  money  by  Bill  in  the 
ordinary  way.  He  h>is  not  done  so. 
We  say  distinctly  that  we  are  not  pre- 
pared to  see  any  additional  burden  put 
upon  the  back  of  the  Metropolitan 
Members  so  long  as  we  have  not  direct 
control  of  the  police.  Therefore,  we  are 
going  to  vote  for  the  Crovernment 
because  we  say  that  we  are  willing  to  take 
anything  for  the  Metropolis  we  can 
get.  We  have  no  control  over  the 
Metropolitan  Police.  We  have  our 
opinions  as  to  whether  the  force  is 
managed  economically  ;  and  it  will  be  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House  that  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Hoxton  laid 
the  whole  business  plainly  before  the 
House  last  Session,  and  showed  that  the 
present  state  of  the  Metropolitan  Force, 
financially,  is  very  unfortunate  indeed. 
We  have  the  whole  of  the  9d.  rate 
swallowed  up;  we  have  no  control 
over  the  manner  in  which  that  rate  is 
spent.  By  the  Betums  I  find  that  pro- 
vincial towns  are  much  better  placed 
than  the  Metropolis  in  respect  of  their 
police  and  the  cost  to  the  ratepayers. 
When  you  hear  the  Metropolitan  Police 
talked  about,  you  feel  they  are  a  force 
coming  witliin  the  area  of  the  London 
Counly  Council;  but  the  fact  is,  that 
within  their  jurisdiction  are  two  muni- 
cipal boroughs — West  Ham  and  Croydon 
— one  on  the  east  and  the  other  on  the 
south.  A  g^at  paxt  of  Surrey  is  policed 
Mr  J.  Rowlands 


by  the  London  County  Council  and  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  under  the 
Local  Government  Act  of  1888;, 
while  there  is  a  large  section, 
just  bordering  the  London  County 
Council  which  is  under  the  control 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police.  Another 
matter  of  importance  is,  that  we  have  to- 
furnish  men  from  the  MetropoUtaoi 
Police  to  do  a  large  amount  of  public 
work,  and,  while  I  Am  aware  that  pay- 
ment is  ZDsAe  for  those  services,  I  ai» 
convinced  that  the  allowances  do  not 
cover  the  extra  cost  which  the  Metro- 
polis is  put  to  with  regard  to  the  suf^ly 
of  police  for  public  purposes.  I  quite 
agree  that  the  Cktvemment  must  have  at 
its  service  men  for  p.irticular  duties,  in 
addition  to  the  men  required  at  Pem- 
broke Docks  and  other  places.  Ths- 
Government  cannot  get  rid  of  the  whole 
difficulty  of  the  management  and  conttx;) 
of  the  police  by  simply  gpianting  this- 
£150,000.  We  have  two  objects  in 
view,  the  first  of  which  is  to  see  that  the 
necessary  funds  shall  be  forthcoming  t» 
enable  the  police  constables  and  the 
officers  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Foioe 
to  be  placed  in  a  better  position  than  at 
present  for  the  performance  of  the  duty 
they  have  to  discharge.  And  here  I 
wish  it  to  be  understood  that  we  have  no 
complaint  to  make  against  the  endea- 
vours of  those  who  desire  to  put  the 
force  on  such  a  substantial  basis  as  we 
think  they  are  entitled  to.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  say  that  so  long  aa  the 
Central  Government  make  exceptions  in 
the  case  of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  and 
say  that  they  are  not  to  have  the  same 
rights  of  citizenship  as  were  similarly 
circumstanced  in  the  large  provincial 
towns,  and  that  the  ratepayers  are  not 
to  have  the  same  control  over  the  police 
as  is  exercised  elsewhere,  because  they 
are  not  to  be  trusted  in  the  same  way  as 
other  citizens,  the  responsibility  of  find- 
ing the  necessary  means  for  the  main- 
tenance of  that  force  rests  entirely  with 
you,  the  Government.  We  say  that 
the  present  9d.  rate  is  a  heavy 
burden  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Metropolis,  a  burden  too  heavy  for 
them  to  be  called  upon  to  bear,  and  we 
are  determined  not  to  allow  any  increase 
on  that  impost.  It  is  for  these  reasons 
that  we  intend  to  vote  with  the  Go- 
vernment, and  we  should  do  the  same 
with  regard  to  any  other  Government 
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making  a  similar  proposal  with  reference 
■to  this  question. 
•(8.17.)  Sib  B.  LETHBRIDGE 
(Kensington,  N.):  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  Metropolitan  Members 
ought  to  take  some  notice  of  the 
•challenge  thrown  down  by  the  hon. 
Member  and  responded  to  in  a  rerj  half- 
liearted  manner  by  Members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Honae,  and  particularly 
hf  (he  kon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down.  I  trust  that  the  ratepayers 
'Of  the  Metropolis,  and  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  police  administration  of 
this  gpteat  City,  will  take  notice  of  the 
objection  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wolverhampton  to  the 
proposals  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, the  object  of  which  is  to 
pat  the  position  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  npon  a  more  substantial 
iBsis.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
asked  what  advantage  the  Members  of 
tiiat  force  will  derive  from  those  pro- 
posals, but  it  is  abundantly  apparent 
■that  those  proposals  will  make  the  super- 
-aimnation  of  the  police  a  matter  of  right 
and  no  longer  a  matter  of  discretion; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  they  will  relieve 
the  Metropolitan  Police  Fund  from  the 
objection  that  the  burden,  as  it 
'exists  at  the  present  moment,  is 
«hno8t  too  heavy  to  be  borne. 
The  right  hon.  Member  opposite 
iooik  objection  to  the  action  of  his 
Colleague  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  in  having  established 
'the  salaries  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  on 
asome  what  lavish  scale.  ["No,  no!"]  At 
any  rate,  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  the 
Member  for  Derby  had  left  his  stamp  on 
the  police  pensions  of  the  Metropolis,  and 
that  they  were  on  a  somewhat  lavish 
4eale;  bat  if  the  Committee  were  to 
follow  the  advice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Wolverhampton, 
ithey  would  leave  this  system  of  lavish 
egcpenditure,  for  which  the  right  hon. 
G^tleman  the  Member  for  Derby  is 
reqionsible,  to  be  met  by  the  oppressed 
ratepayers  of  the  Metropolis.  It  is  a 
a^nificant  faet  that  when  a  Metropolitan 
Ifember  rises  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Hionse  to  address  this  Committee,  he 
practically  repudiates  aU  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton,  and  says  he 
intends  to  vote  on  this  question  with 
Bar  Majesty's  Gorenunent.    So,  I  think, 


shoald  all  Metropolitan  Members ;  and  I 
hope  that  the  electors  of  the  Metropolis 
will  take  note  of  the  fact 

(8.24.)  CowNEL  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.): 
Bearing  in  mind  the  consideration  that 
the  large  proportion  of  the  money  in- 
tended to  be  used  for  the  purpose  now 
under  discussion  is  to  be  taken  from  the 
extravagant  dnty  to  be  laid  upon  Irish 
whisky,  I  think  it  the  duty  of  the 
Irish  Members  to  object  to  the  financial 
proposition  which  is  here  involved.  The 
system  is  an  exceedingly  bad  oae  and 
most  unjust  to  the  next  House  of 
Commons. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  not  entitled  to  enter  into  a 
criticism  of  the  financial  propositions  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the 
question  now  before  the  House,  which 
simply  has  regard  to  a  proposal  for  super- 
annuation allowances  for  the  police  of 
the  Metropolis.  - 

CoLOKEL  NOLAN  :  Of  course,  I  bow 
to  your  ruling.  And  I  would  say 
that  if  you  are  to  give  a  Local  Authoriiy 
the  sum  of  £300,W)0,  you  ought  not  to 
tie  the  hands  of  that  authority  with 
respect  to  the  purposes  for  which  the 
money  is  to  be  applied.  If  you  do  that, 
you  are  simply  giving  the  money  with 
one  hand  and  tying  up  the  method  c{ 
its  expenditure  with  the  other. 
And,  if  you  give  a  sum  like  this 
to  the  County  Councils  of  England, 
and  tell  them  they  are  to  spend 
it  for  certain  specific  purposes,  no  future 
House  of  Commons  will  be  able  to  remedy 
whatever  inconveniences  may  arise  from 
your  action,  and  hereafter  the  House  of 
Commons  will  be  in  the  absurd  position 
of  having  to  vote  money  to  these  bodies, 
who  will  not  be  able  to  apply  it  for  the 
purposes  they  may  desire,  but  will  be 
compelled  to  devote  it  for  the  purposes 
set  forth  by  a  Parliament  elected  in 
1886.  Now,  Sir,  the  sum  of  money 
which  is  to  be  derived  from  the  increased 
duty  on  Irish  whisky 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  disregarding  my  ruling. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  am  sorry  you 
find  it  necessary  to  stop  me,  but  probably 
I  may  be  enabled  in  some  later  phase  of 
the  qnestion  to  make  the  observations  I 
desire  to  put  before  the  Committee.  I 
must,  however,  say  that  I  think  the  pro- 
posed distribution  of  the  money  is  most 
unfair,  and  that  the  present  proposal  will 
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form  an  exceedingly  bad  precedent.  At 
any  rate,  I  regard  it  as  a  most  dangerons 
innovation  as  &r  as  Ireland  is  concerned, 
and  I  cannot  help  regarding  the  Bill 
with  extreme  saspicion.  I  hope  the 
Committee  will  reject  this  clause,  and 
that,  if  they  do  not,  certain  portions  of 
the  Bill  will  receive  the  most  thorough 
examination,  because  I  believe  when  the 
measure  is  thoroughly  examined  it  will 
be  found  to  be  a  Bill  for  the  bribing  of 
electors  and  a  Bill  to  tie  the  hands  of 
County  Councils  in  the  disposal  of  the 
funda     (8.31.) 

(9.1.)  Notice  taken,  that  40  Members 
were  not  present ;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

(9.3.)  Mb.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire, 
Brigg) :  It  would  be  out  of  order  to  dis- 
cuss the  way  in  which  this  money  has 
been  provided.  The  question  is,  what  we 
are  to  do  with  the  money  that  has  been 
found  for  us.  I  object,  in  common  with 
my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler), 
who  spoke  with  such  force  and  clear- 
ness a  short  time  ago,  to  such  applica- 
tion of  the  funds  as  is  proposed  in  the 
clause  no.w  under  consideration.  I  object 
very  strongly  to  the  system  under  which 
you  provide  for  local  wants  by  means  of 
Ituporial  taxation.  I  believe  it  is  a  mode 
of  doing  busiaess  which  leads  to  very  great 
amdgrave  scandals,  and  which  is  opposed  to 
every  sound  principle.  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  one  reason  I  have  for  object- 
ing to  this  proposal  is  that  if  you  once 
give  for  the  purpose  and  in  the  form 
mentioned  in  the  clause,  it  would  be 
veiydifficult,if  not  almost  unjust,  to  with- 
draw, and,  inasmuch  as  the  Act  on 
which  this  is  founded  has  been  passed, 
and  as  this  Act  will  be  passed,  in  spite 
of  anything  that  can  be  said  or  done,  by 
what  I  may  almost  call  main  force,  it  will 
be  exactly  on  a  level  with  several  other 
enactments  of  this  Parliament,  which 
another  Parliament  will  feel  itself  quite 
at  liberty  calmly  to  repeal.  If  once 
the  money  is  partly  expended,  it 
will  be  very  difScult  to  stop  its  further 
expenditure.  Another  objection  to  the 
sub-section  is  that  it  is  another  instance  of 
a  distinction  drawn  between  the  three 
KingdonM  with  regard  to  the  application 
of  Imperialf  unda.  This,  again,  I  take  to  be 
an  exceedingly  dangerous  and  obnoxious 
principle.  The  Bill  proposes  to  devote  the 
money  in  England  to  superannuation,  to 
Colonel  Nolan 


the  extinction  of  licences,  and  to  some 
other  purposes.  In  Scotland  it  is  to  go 
towards  police  superannuation,  the  ex- 
tinction of  licences,  and  educatkmal 
purposes ;  whilst  in  Ireland  it  will  go 
towards  the  extinction  of  licences  and 
educational  purposes.  I  ^prehend  that, 
with  regard  to  this  Imperial  taxation,  the 
principle  to  be  applied  to  the  one  nation- 
ought  to  be  applied  to  the  other. 
•Thb  chancellor  <x  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Mr.  Qoschen,  St  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  In  Ireland  there  is  a 
Superannuation  Fund. 

Mr.  WADDY :   So  have  we  a  Super- 
annuation Fund. 
•Mb.   GOSCHEN:    Not    an    Imperial 
Fund. 

Mb.  WADDY :  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  say  that  I  intend  subsequently  to  pro- 
pose that  the  whole  of  the  sum  should 
be  taken  for  education.  That  will 
get  rid  entirely  of  the  difficulty.  I 
object  most  strongly  to  the  present 
proposal,  because  it  will  render  more 
difficult  the  revision  or  repeal  of  thia 
and  many  other  Statutes  passed,  as  we 
think,  unfairly,  by  a  House  of  Commons- 
which  does  not  represent  the  opinion  of 
the  country. 

•(9.11.)  Ms.  T.  H.  BOLTON  (St 
Pancras,  N.)  :  I  am  not  at  present  very 
much  concerned  with  the  elaborate 
figures  brought  forward  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver 
hampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler).  They 
show  that  there  haa  been  considerable 
mismanagement  with  reference  to  the 
Superannuation  Fund  of  the  police  ;  but 
if  they  go  to  prove  anything,  I  think 
they  go  to  prove  the  necessily  of  die 
proposals  of  the  Government  with  re- 
ference to  this  matter.  I  do  not  know 
what  stronger  arguments  could  have  been 
adduced  in  support  of  the  re-considera- 
tion of  the  superannuation  arrangements. 
I  hope  this  money  will  be  distributed 
fairly  with  reference  to  those  boroughs 
which  have  made  provision  for  the  super- 
annuation of  their  police,  and  that  an 
attempt  will  be  made  to  place  the  super- 
annuation of  the  police  in  the  other 
boroughs  and  counties  and  in  the 
Metropolis  on  a  satisfactory  footing. 
I  believe  the  police  discharge  their 
very  necessary  duties  with  great  for- 
bearance, and  to  the  great  satis&ction 
of  the  public.  There  may  be  individual 
cases  in  which  we  have  luwl  to  complain 
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ot  the  polioe ;  bnt,  on  the  whole,  I  believe 
there  is  a  gfeneral  feeling  of  satis&^tion 
with  the  way  in  which  the  police — the 
Metropolitan  and  City  Police  especially — 
perform  their  daties.  I  think  they  have 
s  real  grievance  in  connection  with  their 
Saperannnation  Fonda,  and  I  wonld 
advocate  a  more  generoas  treatment  of 
oar  polioe  than  they  have  hitherto 
experienced,  not  only  in  connection  with 
their  anperannnation  but  also  their  pay. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  they  have 
grievances  in  connection  with  the  Snper- 
annnation  Fund,  and  I  believe  this  grant 
in  aid  of  the  Saperannnation  Fund  of 
Ae  Metropolitan  Police  will  enable  the 
raperannnation  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  especially  to  be  placed  on  a  satis- 
fikctory  footing.  If  this  were  done,  I 
believe  it  would  render  them  a  more 
contented  and  useful  force,  and  that  it 
would  receive  the  support  of  the  public. 
I  am  told  the  money  would  go  not  to 
benefit  the  police,  bat  to  relieve  the  rate- 
payers. That  is  one  way  of  putting  the 
matter,  but,  if  so,  I  do  not  object, 
for  unless  this  subvention  be  granted 
to  the  Superannuation  Fund  of  the 
Meiaopolitan  Police,  there  will  be  an 
appeal  to  Parliament  to  increase  the 
polioe  rate  throughout  London,  not  only 
for  superannuation,  but  also  in  order 
to  provide  the  additional  number  of  police 
which  it  has  been  resolved  to  add  to  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Force.  In  any  case, 
this  grant  will  lighten  the  burdens  of 
the  ratepayers  of  London.  I  am  not 
terrified  by  the  suggestion  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  fund  will  go  to  the 
relief  of  the  ratepayers  of  London.  There 
is  no  class  of  persons  in  this  country  who 
are  more  entitled  to  consideration  in 
connection  with  the  adjustment  of  local 
hardens  than  the  ratepayers  of  London. 
The  rates  of  London  are  very  heavy 
indeed,  amounting  in  some  cases  to 
as  much  as  6s.  ia  the  XI  ;  while 
in  a  district  just  outside  London,  but 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police,  they  are  from  10s. 
to  Us.  in  the  £1.  Under  these  cir- 
camstanoes,  I  do  not  think  there  ntsed 
be,  on  the  part  of  the  MotropDlitan 
Members,  any  great  anxiety  with 
reference  to  a  proposal  which  will 
very  considerably  relieve  the  already 
over-burdened  •  ratepayers  of  London. 
The  right  hon.  Qentleman  has  expressed 
▼ejy  great  anxiety  with  reference  to  the 


subvention  of  ratss.     I  think  he  rather 
exaggerates  the  matter.     It  has  become 
a  sort  of  text    for    argument    to    talk 
about  the  impolicy  and  impropriety  of 
subventions  and  to  jump  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  subventions  in  aid  of  the  rates 
are  always  wrong.      I   agree   vrith   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  it  would  be  much 
more   satisfactory    if    there  could  be  a 
re-adjustment  as  between  loc^l  rating  and 
Imperial  taxatiun  ;  but  until  that  happy 
time  arrives,  I  am  not  terrified   at  tho 
grants  made  from  time  to  time  in  relief 
of  local  taxation.     I  believe  that  on  a  re- 
adjustment it  would  be  found  that  local 
taxation  has  not  received  more  than  it 
would    have    received    if    it    had   had 
allotted  to  it  those  resources  which  local 
taxation  has  a  right  to  look  forward  to. 
With    reference    to    the     Metropolitan 
Police,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this 
force    discharges  duties    that    are    not 
peculiar  to  the  Metropolis.     The  London 
Police    discharge    many    duties    which 
entitle  them  to  consideration  from  the 
Imperial    Authorities      and      Imperial 
Exchequer.     They  are  under  the  control 
of,    and     responsible    to,   this     House. 
Surely,  therefore,  it  is  quite  within  the 
province  of  this  Honse  out  of  Imperial  re- 
sources to  provide  for  reasonable  require- 
ments of  the  police  in  connection  with 
their  superannuation.     I  am  here  as  a 
London  Member  to  look  at  this  matter 
in  the  interest  of  the  people  of  London. 
I  make  this  frank  and  candid  confession 
to  the  House.     I  believe  the  pieople  of 
London  will  be  very  well  satisfied  with 
the  proposal  of  the  Government  to  assist 
the  Superannuation  Fund  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
people  of  other  parts  of  the  country  need 
display  any  great  opposition  to  it  when 
they  consider  the  Imperial  character  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  and  the  duties 
they    dischaT^e    in   the   capital   of   the 
Empire.     It  may  not  be  altogether  satis- 
factory to  some  men  who,  like  myself, 
are  Eladicals  and  Party  men,   to  have  to 
express  satisfaction  at  any  proposal  of  a 
Gonservatiye   Government;  but  justice 
and  fairness  compel  me  to  support  the 
present  proposal,  and  I  believe  that  I  and 
others  will  succeed  in  inducing  the  rest 
of  the  Liberal  Members  for  London  to 
support  this  proposition. 

•(9.25.)  Sir  W.  BARTTELOT  (Sussex, 
N.W.):  I  was  delighted  to  hear  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  T.  H. 
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Boltcxi),  because  ifc  shows  that  he,  at  any 
nte,  considers   this  qaestion   to  be  far 
•hove  Party.    I  venture  to  say  that  these 
proposals  are  reasonable  and  just.     The 
police  have  been  promised  for  many  years 
that  they  should  have  a  Superannuation 
Bill.    I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  that 
nay  offend  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
■te  ;  bat  I  may  say  they  that  had  an  oppor- 
tanify,  and  they  state  that<they  did  bring 
forward  certain  Bills  with  regard  to  the 
police ;  but  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Geutle- 
nuui  the  Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler)  whether,  with  any  heart 
and  with  any  soul,  they  ever  proposed  to 
press  the  Bills  through  the   House   of 
Commons.     It  has  been  said  their  Bills 
■aet  with  opposition  from  Members  who 
now  sit  upon   the   Government  side  of 
the  House.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knows  perfectly  well  that  we  opposed 
those  Bills  because  we  believed  that  a 
force  which  was  of  universal  benefit  to 
tiw  whole  country  should  be  supported, 
at  any  rate  to  a  considerable  extent,  with 
T^ard  to  its  superannuation  by  Imperial 
funds.    I  have  had  very  considerable  ex- 
perience of  police  matters,  as  the  Chair- 
man for  many   years  of    Police  Com- 
mittees,  and  I  assert  that  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties    which    has    always 
arisen  with  regard  to  the  superannuation 
of  the  police  is  that  there  is  no  definite 
and  guiding    principle   upon  which  the 
fund  should  be  conducted.     When  thj 
Act  which  enabled  us  to  have  a  Super- 
annuation   Fund    was    passed,   it    was 
stated  that  only  in  case  of  necessity  the 
rates  of  the  country  should  be  called  upon 
topaytowardsthe  fund.  Inasmuch  as  there 
were  certain  amounts  which  were  paid 
annually  into  the  fund,  it  was  considered 
for  many  years  that  there  would  be  no 
call  upon  the  rates,  but  when  the  call 
did  b^n  to  be  made  on  the  rates  it  was 
made    exceedingly  heavily,  and    those 
ooanties    which  bad  not  prepared  for 
that  day  found  out  to  their  cost  they 
had  to   come   on  the    rates  to  a  very 
large  extent.     We  find  that  three  things 
have  happened.       Some   counties   have 
been  wise  and  prudent  enough  to  pro- 
Tide  out  of  the  rates  from  the  first  a 
certain    amount  of  money  to  be  added 
to  the  2  J  per  cent,  which  the  police  con- 
tributed,   and  to    the   other  funds  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  enumerated ;  there  were 
other  ooanties  which  did  not  do  that,  but 
Sir  W.  BarUelot 


which  contributed  a  small  amount  from 
the  rates,  and  then,  when  the  timeof  pres- 
sure came,  continually  had  to  pay  out 
small   amounts ;    and  there  were  other 
counties    which    provided     nothing    at 
all,  and   which    eventnally    found  the 
fund    was    entirely    exhausted.      The 
Home  Secretary  has  said  that  there  were 
certain  boroughs  which  did  nothing  but 
take   the  money  the  police  subscribed, 
and    give    no    pensions    at    all.      The 
police,   therefore,   have   in   some  cases, 
just    cause    of     complaint       I   believe 
that    in    several    counties    there  were 
vast  differences  of  opinion  as  to  what 
the  superannuation  should  be,  and  what 
I   have  asked  for    years    past   is  that 
the  Government  should  bring  in  a  Bill 
which  should  contribute   a  fair   quota 
towards    the  Superannuation  Fond,  and 
lay  down,  within  certain  limits,  what  the 
superannuation  should  be.     You  cannot, 
in  this  matter  of  superannuation,  treat 
the   London  police  like  ordinary  rural 
police.      There   must    be    elasticity   iu 
superannuation.     A  man  who  is  liable 
to   be  knocked  about  at  night  is  in  a 
totally  different  position  from  the  man 
who  has  practically  only   routine  work 
to     do    from    one     year's    end   to  the 
other.       The  man   in   the  country  can 
go  on  for   very  many   years,   whereas 
in    London    a    man  will    probably    he 
worked  out  in  25  years.     There  must  be 
elasticity  of  treatment  between  a  maxi- 
mum and  a  minimum  pension.     I  have 
seen  and  known  cases  in  the  country 
where  a  man  has  been  able  to  carry  on 
business  and   do   hard   work,   and   earn 
considerable    sums      of    money,    while 
very  many  of  the  ratepayers  who  were 
paying     for    his    superannuation  were 
in  straitened  circumstances.     The  right 
hon.   Gentleman    (Mr.    H.   H.  Fowler) 
has  said  that    he    is  against  Imperial 
funds     being     devoted    to    this    pur- 
pose ;    but  we  have  heard  from  several 
hon.     Members    opposite    representing 
London  constituencies  that  they  do  not 
object   to   a  contribution  from  Imperial 
funds.   The  hon.  Member  for  St.  Pancras 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  say 
how  severely  the  Metropolitan  ratepayers 
are  pressed,   and   these   hon.    Members 
expressed  an   opinion  that  the  Govern- 
ment proposal  is  just  and  fair. 

Mb.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury, 
East):  I  did  not  say  that;  I  simply 
accepted  the  proposal,   seeing    that  we 


Digitized  by 


Google 


553   Local  Taxation  (Cvstomt    {J0MB  10,  1890}      and  Excise)  Duties  £iU.    554 


are  not  allowed  to  have  control  of  the 
police. 

Sm  W.  BABTTEIiOT:  That  is  a 
totally  different  qnestion.  I  understood 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  the  rate- 
ptyers  of  London  ought  to  have  some- 
thing from  Imperial  f ands,  and,  therefore, 
he  snpported  this  proposal,  I  daresay 
the  hon.  Member  and  his  friends  -would 
like  to  have  control  of  the  police,  but 
that  is  a  question  we  have  not  to  discuss 
now,  and  I  will  only  say  there  are  two 
sides  to  that  question,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  find,  when  it  comes  on  for 
discnssion,  that  such  a  proposition  will 
not  be  easily  carried.  The  other  night,  on 
the  Tithes  Bill,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  expressed  sympathy 
with  the  agricultural  interest ;  but  now 
I  do  not  think  he  gives  the  consideration 
to  that  interest  it  ought  to  receive.  I 
think  that  the  proposal  of  the  Gk)Tern- 
ment  is  one  which  will  commend  itself 
to  the  whole  country.  I  regret  that  the 
nght  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  able  to  lay 
on  the  Table  the  Bill  with  regard  to 
mpeiannnation,  because  if  we  had  that 
Bill  the  whole  of  this  discussion  would 
probably  be  considered  out  of  order.  I 
hope  that  the  Government  will  pass  that 
Bill  in  the  interests  of  the  police,  a 
body  of  men  whosj  interests  well 
deserve  consideration  from  the  House. 

(9.37.)  Me.  BOWNTREE  (Scar- 
borough): The  hon.  Baronet  began 
by  assuring  the  House  that  the 
Ooremment  proposal  is  just  and 
reasonable,  but  he  concluded  with 
a  hope  that  that  proposal  will  be 
produced.  I  should  have  thought  it 
would  have  been  more  prudent  to 
reserve  opinion  until  the  proposal  is 
before  us.  Surely  it  is  most  Inexpedient 
and  a  most  undesirable  policy  that  we 
should  be  called  upon  to  vote  the  taxa- 
tion of  our  constituents  while  being 
utterly  unable  to  i«ll  them  what  the 
•djnstment  of  that  taxation  will  be.  I 
confess,  although  I  listened  carefully  to 
the  statement  from  the  right  hon  Gentle- 
man opposite,  I  could  not  tell  my  con- 
stituents what  the  probable  effect  of  this 
Bill  would  be  upon  them.  But  we  hare 
had  a  very  remarkable  light  thrown 
upon  the  hopes  of  hon.  Members  by  the 
Speeches  delivered  by  the  hon.  Bcvonet 
(Sir  Walter  Barttelot),  and  by  some  of  our 
Badical  olleagues  on  this  side.  Most 
ingenious  if  not  convincing  statements 


have  been  made.  The  hon.  Baronet  says 
the  agricultural  interest  is  extremely  de- 
pressed, and  this  we  all  acknowledge 
and  deplore.  But  upon  that  the  hon. 
Member  founds  a  claim  for  additional 
taxation  for  the  relief  of  the  counties. 
But,  I  suppose,  in  every  constituency 
there  are  industries  depressed  equally 
with  the  agricultural  interest,  and 
ratepayers  have  a  hard  struggle  for  ex- 
istence. Yet  we  are  apparently  to  vote 
a  large  sum  from  Imperial  taxation, 
which  is  welcomed  by  the  Representatives 
of  the  agricultural  interest  and  by  Metro- 
politan Members  as  being  a  relief  to 
them  provided  by  other  taxpayers  whose 
interests  are  of  less  importance.  This 
proposal  is,  that  of  £300,000  to  be  raised 
by  taxation  of  all  the  population,  half  is 
to  go  to  the  relief  of  the  rates  of  London 
—that  is,  to  the  relief  of  5,000,000  of  rate- 
payers, whose  proper  share  would  be  a 
fifth.  We  are  told  it  is  right  and  proper 
to  do  this,  and  that  this  Committee  is  the 
Watch  Committee  of  London,  but  I 
think  it  is  the  worst  Watch  Committee 
that  could  be  devised.  It  has  been 
frankly  stated  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  waste  in  the  management  of  the 
police,  and  that  this  is  a  device  for  in- 
creasing the  number  of  police  in  the 
Metropolis ;  but  the  hon.  Members  repre- 
senting Lond(m  constituencies  welcome 
it  because  at  present  they  have  no  con- 
trol over  the  police.  Our  people  are  to 
pay  for  their  own  police  and  for  a  large 
share  of  the  cost  of  the  London 
police,  though  the  management  is 
wasteful  'and  non-effective.  These 
speeches  ought  to  have  weight  with 
borough  Members.  When  the  informa- 
tion showing  the  new  departure  in  this 
matter  is  really  before  us,  I  believe  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  boroughs  of 
England  are  paying  a  &r  greater  propor- 
tion, and  are  going  to  be  called  upon  to 
pay  a  tar  greater  proportion,  than  is  at 
all  fair  or  just  to  the  taxpayers  in  those 
boroughs.  I  do  think  that  in  common 
justice  we  ought  to  be  in  a  position  to 
put  clearly  before  our  constituents  infor- 
mation that  would  set  this  matter  at 
rest.  If  we  are  wrong  the  sooner  our 
errors  are  proved  the  better  for  us  all, 
but  at  present  all  the  evidence  goes  to 
show  that  money  will  be  raised  by 
fresh  taxation  in  boroughs,  to  be 
expended  in  the  counties  and  in  the 
Metropolis.    I  shall  with  great  pleasure 
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follow   my   right  hon.  Friend  into  the 
'  Lobbj,  as  a  protest  against  the  injasticb 
which  will  be  imposed  on  borough  popa- 
lations  bj  these  proposals. 

(9.45.)  Mr.  hunter  (Aberdeen, 
N.) :  The  main  interest  of  Scotland  is  in 
the  next  clause,  bnt  I  should  bu  sorry 
that  hon.  Members  should  at  this 
stage  be  under  any.  false  impres- 
sion as  to'  the  view  we  take  on 
the  question  of  police  superannnatiou, 
and  the  sources  from  which  it  should  be 
drawn.  I  am  very  much  in  &iTour  of 
the  superannnatiou  of  the  police ;  but  I 
am  not  more  in  &voar  of  that  than  I  am 
in  favour  of  the  superannuation  of  work- 
men, who  have  to  pay  for  the  super- 
annuation of  the  police:  As  a  matter  of 
abstract  justice,  it  is  as  reasonable  and 
quite  as  necessary  that  the  community 
from  whose  pockets  the  funds  are 
drawn  should  have  a  superannuation 
scheme.  The  only  point  in  which  the 
police  differ  from  other  people  is  in  cases 
where  they  are  injured  in  the  execution 
of  their  duty.  Bnt,  after  allowing  for 
that  single  concession,  there  is  no 
principle  on  which  the  superannuation  of 
the  police  can  be  justified  any  more  than 
the  superannuation  of  other  workers 
My  objection  depends  more  on  the 
sources  from  which  the  money  is  to 
come.  The  proposal  of  the  Government 
is  to  take  money  from  the  Imperial 
Exchequer  in  aid  of  local  rates.  Now 
a  more  pernicious  principle  than  that 
cannot  possibly  be  devised.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  inequitable  and  unjust. 

The  chairman  :   The  principle  of 
the  Bill  cannot  be  discussed  now. 

•(9.47.)  Captaik  VERNEY  (Bucks, 
N.)  :  One  thing  has  been  said  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  and 
others  which  is  Ixtsed  upon  an  error.  He 
referred  to  the  failure  of  establishing  a 
Superannuation  Fund  as  a  failure  of  duty. 
Now,  I  Bubmittothe  Committee  that  this  is 
not  the  result  of  a  failure  of  duty,  but 
that  it  has  been  done  with  intention  and 
design.  I  do  not  want  to  trouble  the 
Committee  with  autobiographical  de- 
tails, but  I  may  mention  that,  when  some 
14  years  ago  I  became  Chairman  of 
Anglesey  Quarter  Sessions,  there  was  a 
fund  for  the  superannuation  of  the 
police.  We  were  always  increasing  that 
fund ;  we  never  drew  anything  but  the 
interest;  and  if  the  interest  was  not 
enough,  it  was  made  up  from  the  rates ; 
Mr.  RovorUree 


but  the  fund  itself  kept  on  increasing. 
The  Magistrates  saw  that  the  fund, 
which  kept  on  increasing,  would  before 
long  become  self-supporting,  and  there 
would  be  no  necessity  to  oome  noon  the 
rates  at  alL  Thus  there  would  be  no 
check  on  the  pensions  of  the  police. 
They,  therefore,  thought  it  better  to  draw 
on  the  capital  of  the  fund,  so  that  the 
ratepayers  might  always  have  the  matter 
before  them,  when  the  fund  wvs  ex- 
hausted, and  they  would  have  to  come 
upon  the  rates.  Then  the  question  arose 
as  to  the  legality  of  coming  entirely 
upon  the  rates,  and  upon  this  we  took 
legal  opinions,  which  were  about  equally 
balanced.  We  found  that  many  counties 
considered  it  legal,  and  acted  upon  that 
view,  and  others  considered  it  illegal, 
and  only  used  the  interest  of  the  sum. 
Well,  for  the  reason  that  we  wished  to 
keep  the  matter  constantly  before  the 
ratepayers,  we  decided  to  draw  on  the 
capital  and  have  as  small  a  fund  in  hand 
as  possible.  That  was  done  intentionally 
and  of  design,  and  I  submit  that  we 
ought  not  to  be  accused  of  a  failure  of 
duty.  We  conscientiously  believed  it  to 
be  our  duty  to  the  ratepayers  that  they 
might  have  the  question  of  pensions 
always  clearly  before  them. 

(9.50.)  SiE  W.  H ARCOURT  (Derby) : 
My  right  hon.  Friend  has  dealt  with 
this  subject  in  such  a,  manner  that  I 
have  very  little  to  add  to  what  he  has 
said.  I  shall  not,  I  think,  be  accused  of 
being  indifferent  to  the  question  of  the 
superannuation  of  the  police.  During 
the  time  I  was  in  office  there  was  hardly 
any  other  subject  that  more  engaged  my 
attention.  There  is,  I  think,  a  great 
deal  of  delusipn  on  this  subject  from 
which  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Sussex  (Sir  W.  Barttolot)  is  not 
altogether  free.  The  hon.  Member  was 
very  eloquent  and  patriotic  in  praise  and 
in  sympathy  for  the  police.  Well,  we 
all  feel  with  him  in  that;  bnt  I  am 
bound  to  say  that,  whatever  this  Bill  is 
going  to  do  for  the  ratepayers,  it  is  going 
to  do  uncommonly  little  for  the  police. 
The  London  Police  will  get  nothing  they 
do  not  get  at  present.  There  is  provi- 
sion in  iiondon  for  the  superannuation  of 
the  police,  and  the  Government,  so  &ur 
as  I  know,  do  not  propose  to  alter  that 
provision.  We  are  discussing  this 
matter  at  great  disadvantage,  because 
we  have  voted  the  money,  and  do  not 
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know  hov  it  is  g^ing  to  be  used.  Bat 
it  is  becoming  the  practice  of  the 
GoTBrnment  to  get  money  from  Parlia>- 
ment  and  to  decline  to  say  how  it  is  to 
be  expended.  It  is  a  new  policy,  and 
contrary  to  aU  financial  principles  which 
have  governed  the  House  of  Commons 
hitherto.  The  soand  principle  is,  before 
yon  dmnand  the  money,  to  say  what  yon 
are  going  to  do  with  it.  From  what  haa 
been  said,  I  assame  that  the  system  of 
snpetannnation  in  the  Metropolis  is  to 
be  maintained.  Tho  various  Snperannoa- 
tion  Bills  have  gone  very  much  on  the 
principle  of  applying  to  the  other  parts 
of  the  country  the  Metropolitan  ^stem. 
Therefore,  this  Bill  will  not  give  any 
boon  to  the  Metropolitan  Police.  The 
Meb-opolitan  Members  take  a  peculiar 
view  of  the  subject.  I  do  not  complain 
of  any  Member  trying  to  get  hold  of  a 
sum  of  money  for  his  constituents.  I 
wonld  certainly  do  it  for  mine.  I  am 
afraid,  however,  the  Metropolitan  Mem- 
bers do  not  understand  their  own  posi- 
tion. Here  we  have  £150,000  to  be 
appropriated  ;  but  is  it  to  go  to  a  fund 
over  which  the  Metropolitan  Members 
will  have  any  control  ?  Not  at  all.  I 
could  understand  their  voting  the  money 
if  it  were  going  in  relief  of  their  rates ; 
but  it  is  not.  The  Metropolitan  Police 
rate  is  fixed  at  9d.,  and  the  ratepayers 
will  not  pay  a  &rthing  less  if  this 
£150,000  be  voted.  H  this  £150,000, 
oa  the  other  hand,  went  to  the  Gounfy 
Conncils,  the  Metropolis  wonld  get  the 
benefit  of  the  money,  and  yet  you -are 
going  to  vote  against  a  Motion  which 
would  give  £150,000  to  the  County 
Councils,  in  order  that  it  may  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Home  Secretary 
for  the  Police  Fund.  A  more  extra- 
ordinany  policy  from  hon.  Members  who 
claim  to  have  control  of  their  own  police 
I  cannot  conceive.  They  are  going  to 
vote  for  £150,000  being  placed  to  the 
credit  of  a  fund  over  which  they  will 
bare  no  control,  and  from  which  the  rates 
will  receive  no  relief.  Hon.  Members 
are  judges  of  their  own  interests,  bat,  so 
far  as  I  can  understand,  it  is  absolutely 
contrary  to  all  principles  they  have  ever 
professed,  and  to  the  interest  of  their 
constituents  in  the  rates.  The  money 
will  go  to— I  will  not  say  it  is  not  a 
useful  object — ^the  assistance  of  the  Police 
Fund,  but  it  will  not  assist  the  rates. 
I  am  not  speaking  in  disparagement  of 


the  Police  Fund ;  but  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  ratepayet«  I  am  safe  in  say- 
ing that  this  provision  in  the  Bill  will  do 
nothing  for  the  London  policeman  and 
nothing  for  the  London  ratepayer.  That 
cannot  be  denied.  What,  then,  is  it 
going  to  do  in  the  rest  of  the  country  % 
It  appears  there  are  some  parts  of  the 
country  that  have  not  made  the  provision 
they  ought  to  have  made  for  the  super- 
annuation of  the  police.  But  the  -Home 
Secretary  is  going  to  treat  the  just  and 
the  unjust  alike,  and  all  districts,  whether 
they  faAve  or  have  not  niade  proper  pro- 
vision for  the  superannuation  of  the 
police,  are  equally  to  have  a  grant  out  of 
the  Imperial  Fund.  Here,  again,  we  are 
in  the  dark.  Of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
I  can  speak  with  confidence.  I  know 
what  their  position  is,  and,  as  I  under- 
stand the  Home  Secretory,  their  position 
will  remain  practically  the  same. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  not  assume  that. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  We  are  entitled 
to  an  opinion,  at  least ;  and  if  the  Metro- 
politan Police  are  to  be  placed  on  a 
different  footing  in  regard  to  superannua- 
tion, why  do  not  the  Government  tell 
the  Committee  what  their  proposals  are  t 
The  measure  must  not  go  to  the  country 
under  false  pretences.  It  will  not  confer 
on  the  ratepayers  of  London  any  boon  ai 
all — it  will  not  relieve  the  rates  a  single 
farthing.  I  will  ask  the  Government  if, 
when  this  £120,000  is  contributed,  there 
is  any  intention  to  lower  the  9d.  police 
rate  ?  I  should  think  there  will  be  no 
diminution  of  the  rate.  I  appeal  again 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  if  that  is  his  in- 
tention. If  there  is  to  be.  no  redaction, 
then  I  repeat  that  the  grant  will  be  no 
relief  to  the  London  ratepayer.  In  my 
opinion,  the  House  will  be  merely  voting 
the  mcmey  as  an  additional  subsidy  to 
the  general  rate.  As  the  Committee  do 
not  know  what  provision  is  to  be  made 
for  the  police,  we  cannot  discuss  the 
matter ;  but  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  when  he  follows  me, 
will  be  in  the  secret  of  the  Bill  which, 
the  Government  keep  up  their  sleeves. 
I  still  assert  that  the  boon  is  not  that 
which  it  is  represented  to  be  j  it  ia 
simply  an  addition  to  the  subsidy  to  the 
general  rates.  In  not  being  able  to 
discuss  this  matter  on  equal  terms  with 
the  Government,  we  are  not  placed  in  a 
fair  position.     In  my  opinion,  instead  of 
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appropriating  this  money  as  the  CLo- 
"vernment  propose,  it  had  better  be 
given  to  the  general  rates,  and  handed 
over  to  the  body  who  hare  control  over 
^hose  rates.  I  have  the  interest  of  the 
police  at  heart  as  much  as  anybody  in 
this  House  ;  bat  I  do  not  think  that  this 
proposal  is  wise  in  itself,  or  that  it 
constitutes  the  best  way  of  dealing  with 
the  money.  If  the  grant  is  to  be  made, 
let  the  County  Councils  deal  with  it. 

•(10.8.)  Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  make  no 
complaint  of  the  general  tone  of  the 
remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  I  venture  to  say  that  no  one  who 
heard  the  earlier  remarks  of  the  right 
hon.  Glentleman  would  have  supposed 
that  he  was  not  in  the  secret  of  the 
<}oTemment's  proposals.  The  right  hon. 
'Gentleman  laid  dowu  two  propositions 
-with  great  confidence  and  without  fear 
-of  contradiction — first,  that  nothing 
would  be  done  for  the  London  Police ; 
and  second,  that  nothing  would  be  done 
f*r  the  London  ratepapor.  I  cannot 
.quite  understand  how  he  was  able  to 
onake*  such  a  definite  and  distinct 
Assertion  unless  he  had  the  knowledge, 
which  he  said  was  necessary  to  enable 
one  to  come  to  a  right  conclusion.  Now, 
as  to  his  assertion  that  nothing  is  to  be 
done  for  the  police  as  regards  superan- 
nuation, I  would  point  out  that  Clause  4 
•deals  much  more  largely  with  the 
question  of  police  ;  and  before  the  Com- 
mittee coma  to  that  clause  it  will  be 
entitled  to  know  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  the  allocation 
of  the  money.  The  right  hon.  G«ntle- 
man  must  not  jump  too  hastily  at  the 
conclusion  that  nothing  is  to  be  done  for 
the  London  Police  in  the  way  of  superan- 
nuation. Then,  as  to  the  London  rates  the 
tight  hon.  Gentleman  must  be  aware  that 
the  superannuation  of  the  police,  even 
under  the  existing  system,  was  only 
attained  by  making  heavy  drafts  upon 
ithe  ordinary  police  rate.  There  was  no 
Superannuation  Fund  in  London  avail- 
able for  superannuation.  This  state  of 
things  could  not  go  on  for  ever.  There 
must  come  a  time  when  a  demand  would 
liave  to  be  made  on  the  London  rate- 
payers for  an  adequate  provision,  and  the 
provisions  which  the  Government  now 
propose  will  prevent  the  necessity  for 
such  a  demand,  besides  putting  the 
«uperannnationof  the  Metropolitan  Police 
•«n  a  sound  and  satisfactory  footing.  The 
JSir  W,  Harcourt 


right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  why  the 
money  was  not  given  to  the  Counly 
Councils  as  a  subsidy  in  aid  of  the  rates, 
but  that  was  not  the  way  in  which  the 
night  hon.  Gentleman  proceeded  in  con- 
rection  with  superannuation.  In  his 
Bills  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed 
to  entail  upon  the  Local  Authority  heavy 
obligations  with  reference  to  superannua- 
tion. The  Ck>vemment  asserted  that 
the  County  Councils  throughout  the 
country  were  led  to  expect  that 
they  would  have  a  certain  sum  of 
money  given  to  them  in  aid  of  their 
local  rates.  That  sum  was  considerably 
reduced  in  consequence  of  a  certain 
Bill,  which  provided  for  raising  the 
funds,  not  being  passed.  Although 
the  Government  did  not  assent  to  the 
proposition  which  was  made  at  the  time 
that  they  were  responsible  for  finding 
the  money  which  the  County  Councils 
were  naturally  led  to  expect,  yet  they  did 
recognise  the  fact  that  county  finance  was 
not  upon  that  basis  which  they  led  the 
County  Councils  to  expect  at  the  time 
the  Local  Government  Act  was  passed. 
The  Government  now  find  that  money 
for  the  County  Councils,  and  they  think 
they  are  justified  in  binding  the  County 
Councils  to  apply  it  towards  the 
superannuation  of  the  police.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  was 
rather  ang^  with  the  London  Members 
for  being  prepared  to  accept  that  boon. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  was 

angry 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT :  Not  angry,  but 
astonished. 

•Mk.  RITCHIE :  Well,  then,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  be  was  astonished 
at  Metropolitan  Members  allowing  that 
money  to  go  to  a  fund  over  which  they 
have  no  control.  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  re- 
ceded from  the  position  which  it  is  well 
known  he  took  up  at  one  time,  that  the 
control  of  the  London  Police  ought  to  be 
retained  in  the  Home  Office !  I  am  veiy 
much  surprised  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  appeal  to  the  London 
Members  to  reject  this  boon,  because  the 
police  are  not  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Council.  The  Government  be- 
lieve the  proposals  they  are  making  are 
necessary  if  the  Superannuation  Funds 
of  the  police  in  London  and  the  country 
are  to  be  put  on  a  satis&ctory  basis. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  passed  some 
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lather  severe  strictares  npon  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  not  having  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  a  Paper  giving 
details  of  the  amounts  which  have  been 
allocated  and  contribnted  to  Gonnty 
Councils  and  boroughs  out  of  the  funds 
appropriated  to  them.  The  preparation 
of  the  figures  required  a  considerable 
amonntof  time,  and  they  have  only  been 
received  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
from  the  Inland  B«venue  a  few  days 
ago.  Certainly  there  has  been  no  nu- 
neoeasary  delay  at  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  due  diligence  has  not  been  used  on 
tiie  part  of  the  Inland  Revenue.  I 
believe  we  shall  be  in  a  position  within 
the  next  few  days  to  lay  the  Paper  on  the 
Table  of  the  House.  I  believe  I  have 
shown  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
quite  mistaken  in  saying  that  our  pro- 
posal in  reference  to  London  will  give  no 
relief  to  the  rates  or  that  it  will  not 
prove  beneficial  to  the  police. 
•(10.23.)  Mb.  JAMES  STUART 
(Shoreditch,  Hozton):  I  cannot  agree 
that  the  Bill  is  required  to  put  the 
Superannuation  Fund  on  a  proper  foot- 
ing 80  far  as  the  Metropolis  is  con- 
cerned, although  it  may  be  required 
for  that  purpose  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  I  rise,  however,  to  answer 
the  question  raised  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Derby,  as  to 
why  the  Metropolitan  Liberal  Members 
are  about  to  vote  against  the 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton.  Wo  believe  that  those  who 
control  and  manage  the  force  should  be 
those  who  pay  it.  When  you  have  placed 
the  Metropolitan  Police  under  the 
control  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  Metro- 
polis, when  it  is  in  their  power  to  raise 
or  to  refuse  to  raise  a  rate  that  may  be 
required,  then  we  will  not  come  to  this 
Honse  for  grants  for  the  police.  But 
this  House  claims — and  has  maintained 
its  claim — that  the  police  of  the  Metro- 
polis shall  be  managed  by  the  House, 
and,  consequently,  the  House  should  be 
obliged  to  pay  for  it.  The  House  has 
claimed  and  maintained  a  right  ta impose 
a  rate  on  the  London  people  for  the 
parpoee.  By  Act  of  Parliament  it  imposes 
a  unnecessary  police  rate,  and,  after  the 
remarks  of  the  Home  Secretary,  I  venture 
to  say  that  that  9d.  will  soon  be  in- 
creased to  lOd.,  unless  this  offer  of 
the   Government  is  accepted.       I  pro- 


phesied that  this  would  be  the  case- 
two  years  ago  if  we  continued 
the  present  system,  and  my  words- 
have  been  verified.  The  Govern- 
ment are  not  acting  in  a  straight- 
way in  the  manner  they  are  now  seeking 
to  avoid  that  necessity.  I  think  the 
Metropolitan  police  rate  is  alreadyr 
ridiculously  high ;  it  is  high  in  every- 
way, and  it  is  so  because  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Home  Secretary- 
insist  on  levying  the  rate  and  ad- 
ministering the  proceeds  of  it.  When 
the  rate  is  administered  by  the  people 
who  have  to  levy  and  pay  it,  depend 
upon  it  you  will  not  only  g^t  rid  of  all 
the  unpleasant  friction  which  now  arisea 
between  the  police  and  the  people  of  the 
Metropolis,  but  you  will  also  avoid  that 
continuaUy  increasing  increase  of  expen- 
diture. So  long  as  we  have  no  share  in 
the  management  or  control  of  the  police 
I  say  that  a  9d.  rate  is  too  large  a- 
police  rate  to  levy,  and  I  can  only  say,  in 
conclusion,  that  there  is  no  possible  solu- 
tion of  this  question  than  by  proving- 
to  the  House  that  it  must  pay  for  it6  own 
experiments.  We  are  determined  that 
so  long  as  this  House  claims  to  manage 
the  police  so  long  shall  the  constituents' 
of  this  House  contribute  towards  the 
expense. 
•(10.28.)  Mr  J.E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  think  we  are  carrying  on 
this  discussion  under  most  inconvenient 
circumstances.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Wolverhampton,  in 
his  forcible  speech,  made  a  double  pro- 
test. He  condemned  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  not  giving  us  the  Returns 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  judge  the  appli- 
cation of  this  money,  and  he  protested 
also  against  the  Superannuation  Bill  not 
being  in  our  hands.  Now,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  offered 
some  apol(^  for  the  non-appearance  of 
the  Returns.  But  I  do  submit  that  we 
are  not  in  a  position  to  discuss  thiff 
matter,  unless  we  are  able  to  understand 
the  financial  effect  of  the  proposal,  so 
far  as  our  constituencies  are  concerned. 
That  is  a  position  in  which  no  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  shonid  be  placed. 
Why  not  postpone  this  matter,  so  that 
we  may  judge.  With  r^^ard  to  the  super- 
annuation measure,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  threw  across  the  Table  of  the 
House  the  remark  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    the    Member   for    Wolver- 
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hampton  "You  will  find  that  principle 
in  the  Bill."  It  is  all  very  well  to  tell 
us  that  the  principle  ia  in  the  Bill,  bat 
we  want  to  find  the  words  in  which  it  is 
«lothed.  The  Bill,  from  what  has  fallen 
from  the  Home  Secretary,  will  pro- 
bably show  that  there  is  room  for 
critioisni  whenever  it  reaches  our 
hands.  It  is  perfectly  impossible  to 
discoss  adequately  this  matter  without 
both  the  Returns  and  the  Bill  incur  hands 
I  am  quite  aware  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
asks  us  to  vote  Bills  without  giving  us 
the  evidence  on  which  he  founds  those 
BUls,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Bitchie)  is  in 
this  matter  somewhat  imbued  with  the 
same  spirit.  I  feel  entirely  justified 
in  maUng  the  Motion  with  which  I  am 
about  to  conclude.  I  am  perfectly  aware 
that  it  may  be  called  obstruction,  but  I  am 
willing  to  take  all  the  responsibility 
attaclung  to  it.  For  the  reasons 
I  have  given,  Mr.  Courtney,  I 
beg  to  move  that  you  now  report 
Progress. 

The   CHAIRMAN:     I  think    I   am 
justified  in  refusing  to  put  that  Motion. 

(11.17.)  Me.  E.  ROBERTSON 
(Dundee):  I  think  the  House  is  in- 
debted to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  for  placing  the  issue 
clearly  before  the  Committee.  As  I 
understand,  the  Amendment  proposed  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  really  only  offers  us  a 
choice  of  evils,  and,  of  the  two,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  accepting  my  right  hon. 
Friend's.  I  do  not  think  it  has  been 
clearly  broaght  to  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  that  in  the  Bill,  as  drawn,  the 
County  Council  is  the  residuary  legatee 
of  this  fund.  You  have  first  the  super 
annuation  of  police  to  provide  for,  and 
next  the  extinctionof  licences  in  England. 
The  1st  sub-section  says  tiie  residue  is 
to  be  given  to  the  Counly  CounciL  If 
you  get  rid  of  one  or  the  other  of  these 
two  primary  purposes,  then  the  whole  of 
the  residue  goes  to  the  County  Council, 
and  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  the 
London  County  Council  will  be 
the  residuary  legatee  of  this  fund 
under  the  Bill.  Under  the  pro- 
posal of  the  right  hon.  Gentleq^n  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton,  the  whole 
of  the  residue  would  go  to  the  local 
Representatives  of  the  people,  to  be 
managed  by  them  for  local  purposes. 
What  do  the  Government  propose  to  do 
Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis 


with  it  under  Sub-section  1 1  They  do 
not  in  the  least  t^ll  us.  They  refer 
us  to  a  Bill  which,  so  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  is  not  yet  in  existence.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  a  few  minutes  ago^ 
in  defending  his  position,  referred  ns  to 
Clause  4  as  affording  a  complete  state- 
ment of  what  is  going  to  be  done  under 
this  Superannuation  Bill.  But  there  is 
not  one  single  word  in  Clause  4  which  is 
not  in  Clause  1,  except  one,  that  the  rate 
of  the  Metropolb  is  <Ustinctly  defined  in 
Clause  4,  and  it  is  not  in  Clause  1.  If 
we  are  entitled  to  know  under  Clause  4 
what  the  Government  are  going  to  do,  we 
are  equally  entitled  to  know  what  they 
are  going  to  do  under  Clause  1  in 
respect  to  this  specific  grant  now  being 
made,  according  to  the  proposal  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  I  cannot  com- 
pare the  demand  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  Committee  to 
anything  else  than  what  the  Americans 
call  "a  blind  boom,"  which  means 
that  people  trust  their  money  to 
a  person  without  knowing  how  he 
is  going  to  use  it  It  is  a  "blind 
boom  "  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  now 
asking  us  to  sanction.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton offers  us  the  alternative  to  leave 
the  faioney  to  the  County  Councils,  to 
make  use  of  it  for  local  purposea  I 
believe  my  right  hon.  Friend  objects  as 
strongly  as  I  do  to  the  whole  policy  upon 
whicb  the  clause  is  founded,  but  as 
between  the  two  evils,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  supporting  the  alternative  pro- 
posed by  my  right  hon.  Friend,  and  I 
shall  vote  in  support  of  the  Amend- 
ment. 

•(10.37.)  Me.  PICKEBSGILL  (Beth- 
nal  green,  S.W.)  :  Sir,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
dealt  somewhat  severely  with  the  Lon- 
don Members,  and  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  in  their  justification.  Now,  with  ' 
the  principles  laid  down  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton I  very  largely  agree  and  sp&- 
pathiso.  But  when  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman complains  that  the  Metropolis 
is  receiving  a  larger  share  of  this 
money  than  that  to  which  it  is 
entitled,  he  can  hardly  expect  us  to 
follow  him.  The  Government,  upon 
whom  rests  the  responsibility  of 
reconciling  opposite  and  divergent 
interests,  offers  to  the  Metropolis  a  large 
subvention,  and  it  ia  hardly  reasonable  to 
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expect  the  Metropolitan  Members  to  refuse 
it  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Derby  raised  an  issue  which  was 
not  quite  fair.  He  said  that  the  issue  pre- 
sented to  the  Metropolitan  Members  was 
whether  the  £150,000  should  be  paid 
over  to  the  Beceirer  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  or  to  the  London  Countj  Conncil. 
That  is  not  at  all  the  issue.  The 
£150,000  is  allocated  to  London  for  a 
particular  purpose — the  superannuation 
of  the  police — and  there  is  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  if,  as  my  hon.  and  learned 
Priend  suggests,  the  London  County 
Council  were  to  become  the  residuary 
i^tee,  the  Government  would  give  the 
Metropolis  so  large  a  share.  One  word 
with  regard  to  the  ridicule  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
tried  to  throw  upon  the  London  Mem- 
bers. We  may  be  selfish,  but  we  are 
not  80  short-sighted,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  represents.  What  is  the 
case?  £150,000  is  at  present  paid 
over  to  the  Metropolitan  Police  Superan- 
nuation Fund  annually  out'  of  the 
general  Police  Fund.  In  future  that 
£150,000  is  otherwise  provided  for.  It 
is  obvious  that  one  of  two  parties  must 
receive  an  advantage  by  the  Police 
Fund  being  discharged  from  that  liability 
— either  the  ratepayers  or  the  police.  I 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  that  the  ratepayers 
are  not  likely  to  receive  any  benefit.  I 
think  that  tiie  President  of  the  Local 
Gorernment  Board  confirms  my  impres- 
sion that  the  Metropolitan  police  rate 
will  not  be  reduced.  But  I  shall  vote 
for  this  proposal,  because  it  iit 
inevitable  that  the  Metropolitan  Police 
must  receive  large  advantages-  out 
of  this  £150,000.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  the  position  of 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  police  is  unsatis- 
factory, and  that  their  emoluments  and 
pensions  are  not  such  as  they  have  a  right 
to  ask.  They  compare  nn&vourably 
with  the  City  Police  in  that  respect. 
There  is  already  rising  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Metropolitan  Force  an  agitation  for 
an  improvement  in  their  position,  and 
the  Government  cannot  resist  that  agita- 
tion. I  have  sometimes  been  constrained 
to  speak  in  terms  of  reprobation  of  the 
Audioritius  of  Scotland  Yard,  bat 
I  have  always  borne  my  humble 
tribute  to  the  merits  of  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  Police  Force,  and  I  shall 
he  glad  if  the  vote  which  we  give  to- 


night results  in  placing  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Receiver  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
funds,  out  of  which  he  will  have  the 
means  of  satisfying  the  reasonable  de- 
mands of  the  Force. 

(10.44.)  Me.  ILLINGWORTH  (Brad- 
ford, W.) :  I  would  point  out  that 
though  the  Metropolitan  Members  are 
very  important  in  this  case  they  repre- 
sent only  one-fifth  of  the  population, 
and  surely  those  who  live  in  other  parts 
of  the  country  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  their  case.  I  think  it 
is  a  miserable  matier  upon  which  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  is 
engaged  at  the  present  moment.  If  a 
Pea  body  or  a  Carnegie  had  left  a  sum  of 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  Government 
there  could  not  have  been  a  greater 
scramble  for  it  than  there  is  for  a  share 
of  this  fund.  In  my  opinion,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  is  extending  a 
system  which  is  pernicious  in-  the 
last  degree.  We  have  Bills  before 
us  affecting  millions  of  people,  yet 
the  precious  time  of  the  House 
is  wasted  in  a  scramble  for  a 
few  hundred  thousand  pounds  among 
gentlemen  representing  the  Metropolis 
and  the  provinces.  If  our  system  of 
taxation  were  fair  and  equal  it  would 
only  be  the  difference  between  taking  the 
money  out  of  the  right-hand  pocket 
instead  of  the  left.  We  know  the 
anxiety  there  is  to  transfer  money  from 
the  Imperial  Exchequer  to  purposes  of  a 
local  character,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
we  know  that  the  poorer  classes  pay  a 
very  much  larger  sum  to  the  Imperial 
Exchequer  than  is  allowed  out  of  it  for 
local  purposes.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Sussex  (Sir  W.  Barttelot) 
has  pointed  to  the  case  of  the  agri- 
cultural labourer,  but  he  has  not  stated 
how  the  agricultural  labourer  would  be 
benefited  by  the  allocation  of  this 
£300,000;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
agricultural  labourer  will  be  as  heavily 
burdened  when  this  amount  is  allocated 
for  the  purposes  proposed  as  he  is  at  the 
present  moment.  After  all,  it  is  in 
reality  a  mere  will-o'-the-wisp  that  we 
are  now  pursuing,  and  I,  for  one,  must 
enter  my  strong  protest  against  the 
policy  which  is  now  being  pursued  by 
Her  Majesty's  Gk>vemment — the  policy 
of  subvention  which  is  so  constantly 
resorted  to  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  On  one  other  point,  which 
is  involved  in  the  consideration  of  this 
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question,  I  desire  to  say  that  we  ought 
not  to  allow  the  Gtsyemment  to  interfere 
in  any  way  with  the  local  control  over 
the  poUce  of  this  oonntiy;  and,  if  it 
were  only  on  this  ground,  I  think  we 
ought  to  draw  the  line,  and  protest 
against  this  system  of  Government  sub- 
Tention  for  local  purposes. 

(10.50.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ay«8  249  ;  Noes  169.~(Div.  List, 
No.  127.) 

(11 .5.)  Me.  a.  ACLAND  (York,  W.  R ., 
Rotherham):  I  beg  to  move  the  fol- 
lowing Amendment : — Clause  1,  page  1, 
line    16,   after    "mentioned,"  insert  — 

"  (it.)  The  (um  of  ;fi350,000  shall  be  applied  in 
EDgland  for  the  purposes  of  n^caltunil,  com- 
mervial,  and  terhnical  instrurtion,  as  defined  in 
Clause  8  of  '  The  'J'echnical  Instruotion  Act, 
1889,'  and  in  Wales  either  for  thesxid  purposes 
or  for  the  purposes  defined  in  Clause  17  of 
'The  AVelsh  Intermediate  Education  Act, 
1889.'  " 

We  have  now  reached  the  sub-section 
of  the  Bill  round  which  the  principal 
controversy  rages.  I  am  glad  that 
your  ruling.  Sir,  permits  us  to  o5er 
an  alternative  to  the  proposition  which 
we  call  the  compensation  or  endowment 
of  publicans.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
Instruction  which  I  put  down  on  this 
subject  was  obstructive,  but  I  can  only 
say  that  I  had  no  obstructive  intention. 
I  put  down  the  Instruction  simply  to 
give  the  House  the  choice  whether  it 
would  give  this  large  sum  of  money  to 
assist  education,  which  we  all  believe  in, 
or  to  assist  the  publicans,  an  object  which 
a  great  many  of  us  do  not  believe  in. 
Under  this  Bill  we  find,  as  usual,  that 
our  friends  in  Scotland  and  in  Ireland 
are  going  to  get  assistance  for  education, 
but  not  a  word  is  said  about  it  for  Eng- 
land. I  am  not  going  to  make  a  long 
educational  speech,  but  I  should  like  to 
say  that  an  opportunity  has  now  arisen 
for  assisting  technical  education,  in  a 
secondary  sense,  in  a  way  which  has 
not  offered  itself  for  many  years.  Last 
year  the  Government  gave  us  a  Tech- 
nical Instruction  Bill,  and  a  Revised  Code 
this  year,  but  unless  more  is  done  than 
has  been  at  present  to  help  intermediate 
education,  a  large  portion  of  the  money 
spent  on  education  will  have  been  wasted, 
and  the  Technical  Education  Act  of  last 
Session  will  remain,  what,  unfortunately, 
it  is  at  present  throughout  most  of 
the  country,  a  dead  letter.  If  the 
Government  could  see  their  way — and 
Mr.  Illingworih 


they  would  receive  every  help  from  this 
part  of  the  House — to  stimulating  local 
contributions  under  the  Technical  Educa- 
tion Act,  by  Imperial  contributions,  they 
would  soon  find  a  network  of  technical 
and  secondary  schools  rising  up  through- 
out the  country  that  would  do  credit  to 
England,  and  soon  put  us  on  a  level  with 
other  countries.     I  suppose  I  shall  be 
asked  "Do  the  County  Councils  want 
this    money  for    the   compensation   of 
publicans?"  and  I  affirm,  without  any 
doubt,  that  if  the  County  Councils  were 
consulted  at  this  moment,  they  would 
prefer  to  have  the  money  for  education 
rather  than  have  it  for  the  endowment 
of  publicans.     I  think  that  one  of  the 
blots  in  the   Bill,   aud   in   this    clausa 
especially,  is  that  the  County  Councils 
have  never  been  consulted  in  this  matter. 
This  was  never  mentioned  in  the  Queen's 
Speech.     The   County  Councils,   which 
faet  in  May,  had  no  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  subject,  and  many  of  them 
will  not  meet  again  until  August,  when, 
I  suppose,  the   (Jovemment  will  hare 
passed  the  Bill  into  law.     I  think  that 
many  of  the  County  Councils — I  can 
speak  for  that  to  which  I  belong — will 
refuse  to  use  this  money  at  all,  and  I 
hope  we  shall  find  the  whole  of  Wales 
and  ilte  whole  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  the 
whole  of  the  North  of  England,  refusing 
to  touch  this  money  for  the  purpose  set 
down  in  the  Bill.     Bat  offer  it  for  educa- 
tion, and  every  County  Council  in  the 
whole  of  Great  Britain  will  instantly  be 
willing  and  glad  to  help  forward  educa- 
tion— agricultural,  commercial,  technical, 
intermediate — for    the    benefit    of    the 
inhabitants  of  every  county  and  every 
town.     That  is  the  proposition  which  I 
venture   to  lay  before  the  Committee; 
that,    I    say,  would    most  certainly  be 
the  verdict  on  their  own  proceedings  ; 
but  the  Government  have  sprung  upon  us 
this  proposal.     They  have  not  consulted 
the  County  Councils,  and  they  have  laid 
at  their  door  a  duty  that  they  do  not  want 
to  discharge.     I  think  very  often  Punch 
hits   off  the  feeling  of  this  country  in 
matters  of  this  kind  very  well.     Recently 
it  depicted  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government    Board    with    the     infant 
publican  in  his  arms  and  with  the  bottle 
of  compensation  to  feed  him,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  snpposed  to  say, 
"  Having    brought    the    infant    up,    1 
am     going     to     drop     him    in     some- 
body's    door,"     and     he     drops    him 
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in  the  doorway  of  the  County  Conncils. 
Well,  many  of  the  County  Councils  will 
refnse  to  let  him  come  iniiide  the  door. 
I  may  be  told  that  this  sum  is  too  small 
to  be  of  use  for  technical  or  intermediate 
education  in  this  country;  but  I  will 
endeavour  to  show,  from  the  way  we  are 
working  the  Technical  Education  Act 
in  Wales,  that  that  is  not  the  case. 
The  Welsh  Act  may  be  called  a 
small  thing.  It  may  give  power 
to  nise  a  ^.  rate,  but  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  from  what  I  have  seen 
during  the  past  six  months,  that  in  a 
year  or  two  in  Wales  we  shall  have  a 
system  of  secondary  education  which 
will  set  an  example  to  England  which 
she  will  desire  to  follow.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  the  Chairman  of  one  of  the 
Comity  Committees,  appointed  under  this 
Act,  partly  by  the  County  Council  and 
partly  by  the  Govermnent,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  familiar  with  the  systematic, 
thorough,  and  genuine  way  in  which 
these  Committees  are  getting  to  work. 
What  is  happening  there  shows  the 
gtimnlns  which  a  Government  grant 
gives  in  these  matters,  and  I  say  that 
the  Government  might  easily,  in  a  very 
few  clauses,  draft  a  scheme  for  the  em- 
ployment in  England  of  the  money  dealt 
with  in  tiie  Bill  on  some  such  operations 
as  are  now  being  carried  out  in  Wales. 
That  would  bo  infinitely  better  than 
spending  the  money  in  raising  the  price 
of  public  houses.  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  Bordesley  Division  (Mr.  Jesse 
Ceilings),  and  other  hon.  Members,  ask 
whether  something  cannot  be  done  for 
agricultural  education.  I  quite  admit 
that  something  ought  to  be  done.  When 
it  is  known  what  is  being  done  in 
coontries  like  Denmark  and  Switzerland 
for  agricultural  education,  England 
onght  to  feel  ashamed  of  herself,  and 
here  is  her  opportunity  of  freeing  her- 
self from  the  reproach.  '  If  hon.  Members 
press  their  principles  this  money  might 
be  the  nucleus  of  a  good  system  of 
agricultural  and  commercial  education, 
and  obviate  the  necessity  our  farmers 
and  tradesmen  are  under  of  sending 
their  children,  for  certain  kinds  of  in- 
struction, to  wretched  private  adventure 
schools.  To  devote  it  to  this  use 
would  be  far  wiser  than  to  adopt 
the  proposal  of  the  Gh>yenunent, 
which  will  cause  the  Tnp.Titn-nTiri  of 
ffiction  with  the  Tninimmn  of  good.  I 
shall  be  asked  why  I  refer  to  the  altei> 
VOL.  CCCXLV.  [thied  hkeies.] 


native  of  the  Government.  I  do  so 
first  because  I  consider  that  alternative 
a  bad  one.  We  are  justified  in  calling  it 
a  scheme  of  compensation  on  a  basis  to 
be  fixed  by  the  publicans  themselves.  If 
it  be  not  a  scheme  for  the  benefit  of  the 
publicans,  why  do  we  get  letters  of  this 
sort,  of  which  I  have  had  several  ? 

"  Dear  Sir, — Aa  one  of  your  constituenta, 
having  a  pecuniary  interest  in  the  brewing 
and  bcensiog  trade,  may  I  aak  you  to  give 
your  support  to  the  CuatcHns  and  Excise  Duties 
Bill?" 

Having  got  your  surplus  out  of  drink, 
you  say  you  are  bound  to  spend  some  of 
it  on  those  who  sell  drink.  That  may 
take  in  some  people  in  the  country,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  takes  in  anybody  here. 
We  know  perfectly  well  that  our  taxes 
are  not  ear- marked  in  that  way,  and  that 
the  idea  that  the  money  must  be  spent 
on  drink  is  simply  a  fraudtilent  and 
ludicrous  assumption.  As  I  have  already 
pointed  out,  you  will  be  involved  in  an 
endless  muddle  if  you  can^  this  pro- 
posal through.  I  believe  that  many  of 
the  County  Councils  will  refuse  to  touch 
this  money.  You  will  then  have  one 
part  of  the  country  dealing  with  the 
question  in  the  manner  proposed,  and 
the  other  parts  withholding  themselves 
from  the  "  unclean  thing "  altogether. 
I  believe  my  alternative  to  be  one  which 
supplies  a  genuine  and  real  need  to  the 
country.  We  ask  you  to  give  to  our 
young  people  in  the  middle  classes,  and 
the  pick  of  the  artisan  class,  who  are 
now  receiving  no  training,  good  technical 
and  modem  instruction  of  a  kind  very 
different  from  that  which  is  offered  in 
many  of  our  old  granunar  schools  at  the 
present  time.  We  know  just  as  well  as 
Members  opposite  what  are  the  evils  and 
miseries  which  result  from  the  drink 
traffic,  and  we  offer  alternatives  of  this 
kind,  not  because  this  happens  to  be 
their  scheme,  but  because  we  believe  it 
to  be  a  vicious  scheme,  and  one  which 
will  not  remedy  the  evil  against  which 
it  is  directed.  I  venture  to  say  there 
vrill  not  be  a  murmur  from  any  Town 
Council  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain  if 
my  proposal  be  carried.  But  I  suppose 
it  will  not  be  carried.  You  are  going 
to  force  this  sub-section  through  against 
the  will  of  large  masses  of  people, 
in  a  way  which  is  very  unusual 
in  this  House,  and  when  you  have 
done  it,  you  will  find  yourself 
landed  in  a  precious  muddle,  and  will  be 
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exixeinely  sorry  you  ever  made  the  pro- 
posal. If  the  County  Coancils  use  the 
money  there  will  be  great  danger  of  con- 
slant  dispntes  among  themselves.  There 
will  be  a  danger  of  jobbery.  I  suppose 
you  will  provide  whether  County 
Councillors  who  are  brewers  are  to  have 
votes  in  these  matters  or  not.  If  not, 
you  ore  going  to  disfranchise  a  large 
number  of  constituencies,  whilst  if  they 
are  to  vote  yon  ore  going  to  allow 
that  which  is  not  allowed  in  the  case  of 
Magistrates.  I  can  only  say  I  hope  that 
even  now,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  the  Go- 
vernment will  take  advantage  of  this 
proposal,  and  will  put  an  end  to  one  of 
the  most  ill-advised  propositions  ever 
brought  before  the  House. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
17,  to  leave  out  sulvsection  (ii.),  in  order 
to  insert — 

"  (ii.)  The  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds  shall  be  applied  in  England 
for  the  purposes  of  agriciutural,  commeroial, 
and  tedmical  instruction,  as  defined  in  Section 
eight  of  '  The  Technical  Instruction  Act, 
1889,'  and  in  Wales  either  for  the  said  pur- 
poses or  for  the  purposes  defined  in  Section 
seventeen  of  '  The  Welsh  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion Act,  1889.' "—(ifr.  Arthur  Atland.) 

Question  proposed, 

"That the  words '(ii.)  The  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  shall  be 
applied  for  such  extinction  of  licences  in 
England,'  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

•(11.23.)  Mb.  GOSCHEN:  I  think  it 
will  be  more  convenient  if  we  discuss  the 
general  question  of  our  plan  upon  the 
Amendment  to  leave  out  the  sub-section, 
to  be  proposed  by  another  hon.  Member. 
The  (CHAIRMAN  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  that  is 
the  Motion  now  made. 

•Mb.  GOSCHEN :  I  am  grateful  to 
you.  Sir,  for  pointing  that  out  to  me. 
Do  I  understand  that  when  this  question 
is  put  we  shall  have  disposed  of  the 
point  that  the  money  be  devoted  to  this 
particular  purpose? 

Tra  CHAIRMAN :  The  Question  I 
put  is — 

"That  the  words,  ■  The  sum  of  £350,000  shall 
be  applied  for  such  extinction  of  licences  in 
England  '  stand  part  of  the  Olanse." 

•Me.  GOSCHEN :  Well,  I  think  it  wiU 
be  better  that,  for  the  moment,  I  should 
reply  to  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
Member  as  regards  his  alternative  scheme, 
and  reserve  what  I  have  to  say  about  our 
own  plan.  The  hon.  Member  calls  his  a 
simple  plan.  He  proposes  that  ^£350,000 
Mr.  A.  Adand 


should  be  applied  to  agricultoial, 
technical,  and  other  education,  withont 
informing  the  Committee  of  a  single 
condition  on  which  the  money  is  to  be 
granted.  We  are  simply  asked  to  vote 
£350,000  in  the  air  for  the  general 
purposes  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
indicated.  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
do  the  Government  the  justice  of  ac- 
knowledging that  they  have  shown  every 
disposition  to  further  the  cause  of  ednca- 
tion.  They  have  carried  a  measure  for 
intermediate  education  in  Wales  and  also 
the  Technical  Education  Act  Indeed, 
we  are  as  anxious  as  the  hon.  Member 
himself  is  for  the  proper  development  of 
education  in  all  its  branches.  We  shall 
continue  to  advance  in  that  direction. 
The  hon.  Member  has  used  very  violent 
language  with  regard  to  the  (Jovemment 
proposals.  I,  however,  will  use  very 
moderate  language  with  regard  to  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member.  It  wotdd 
be  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  "  simple  plan  "  without 
having  some  indication  of  the  conditions 
upon  which  the  money  is  to  be  expended. 
Although  we  admire  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  cause,  we 
cannot  assent  to  his  proposal.  I  think 
the  hon.  Member  has,  in  some  respecte, 
done  scant  justice  to  the  immense  pro- 
gress made  of  late  years  in  the  cause 
of  intermediate  education.  Splendid 
schools  have  been  formed  in  many  large 
towns,  and  in  the  Metropolis,  by  volun- 
tary efforts  and  by  the  generous  assist- 
ance of  the  public,  and  have  been 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency.  It 
will  be  impossible  for  the  Grovemment 
to  assent  to  the  proposal  which  the  hem. 
Gentleman  has  made. 

(11.28.)  Mb.  J.  MORLEY  (New- 
castle-upon-Tyne)  :  Mr.  Courtney,  on  a 
point  of  order,  I  wish  to  ask  you 
whether  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Brigg  Division  (Mr. 
Waddy)  will  or  will  not  be  exdnded 
by  the  ruling  you  have  given  Y 

The  CHAIRMAN:  If  the  Committee 
resolve  to  retain  the  words  "  the  sum 
of  £350,000  shall  be  applied  for  such 
extinction  of  licencai  in  Ekq^land  as  here- 
inafter mentioned,"  it  will  not  be  com- 
petent for  the  hon.  Member  for  Brigg  to 
move  his  Amendment. 

(11.29.)  SiB  W.  HARCOURT:  1 
would  submit  that  if  my  hon.  Friend, 
instead  of  moving  to  insert  his  Amend- 
ment  after   the    word      "mentioned," 
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would  more  to  insert  it  after  the  words     •(11.34.)     Mr.  S.  SMITH  (Flintshire)  : 

"  shall  be    applied,"    the  Question  put   I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the  Chan- 

from  the  Chair  would  then  read — "The       "       -  -     —    -  -  - 

sum  of  £350,000  shall   be   applied  in 

England    for    the  purposes,"    <fec.     The 

usual  manner  of  putting  an  Amendment 

is  to  do  so  in  such  a  form  as  not  to  shut 

out  subsequent   Amendments.     If    the 

question  be  put  from  the  Chair  in  the 

way  I  have  mentioned  it  will  then  be 

open  for  the  hon.  Member  to  make  a 

proposal  as  to  the  method  of  applicar 

tion. 

(11.30.)  The  CHAIRMAN:  I  must 
point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(hat  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  oat 
and  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted 
are  identical  so  far  as  what  he  refers  to 
— "  that  the  sum  of  £350,000  shall  be 
applied."  It  is  not  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Brigg,  nor  by  other  hon. 
Members,  to  strike  out  those  words.  The 
point  in  dispute  arises  immediately  after 
the  word  "applied,"  and  in  putting  the 
question  that  the  words  "for  such 
ertinction  of  licences  "  stand  part  of  the 
clause,  I  gave  an  opportunity  to  the 
opponents  of  that  application  of  all  kinds 
to  combine  against  it. 

(11.31.)  Me.  J.  MORLET:  Would 
not  the  point  be  met  by  the  alteration  of 
the  first  line  and  a  half  of  the  Amend- 
ment (A  the  hon.  Member  for  Brigg  down 
to  the  word  "England  T 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Whether  the  hon. 
Member  for  Brigg  or  the  hon.  Member 
for  Botherham  (Mr.  A.  Acland),  or  any 
other  hon.  Member  proposes  an  altemar 
tive,  they  all  unite  in  opposing  the 
adoption   of  the   words    "extinction  of 


(11.32.)  Mr.  D.  CRAWFORD 
(lanark,  N.E.) :  May  I  point  out  that 
the  proposals  of  the  hon.  Member  are 
not  necessarily  antagonistic  to  the 
application  of  the  money  for  the  eztinc- 
tum  of  licences.  I  submit  that  it  would 
not  be  correct  to  put  the  question  in  the 
form  that  the  sum  appb'cable  to  licences 
is  to  be  left  out,  but  that  the  proper  way 
is,  after  the  word  "  applied,"  to  tak»  a 
Division  on  the  question  whether  so  much 
is  to  be  applied  to  technical  education. 
There  might  then  be  enough  money  left 
ior  the  licences. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN :  I  am  afraid  that 
is  not  the  case,  as  a  matter  of  fact.  I 
woald  point  out  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Brigg  says  "the 
aid  sum." 


cellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  we  in  Wales 
EMsknowIedge  that  we  are  indebted  to  the 
Government  for  what  they  have  done 
for  Welsh  education,  but  our  gratitude 
would  be  increased  if  the  Government 
would  adopt  the  suggestions  which  have 
just  been  made  by  my  hon.  Friend.  I 
am  certain  that  the  County  Councils  in 
Wales  will  decline  to  apply  this  money 
in  the  way  proposed.  The  Bill,  if  it 
passes,  will  be  a  dead  letter  in  Wales, 
for  the  feeling  of  the  public  is  so  strong 
against  the  proposed  scheme  of  compen- 
sation for  public  houses  that  they  will 
decline  to  touch  the  money  for  any  such 
purpose.  I  can,  however,  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  if  he  accepts  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  we  shall 
receive  the  money  with  the  greatest 
satis&ction,  and  shall  apply  it  to  the 
cause  of  education.  The  people  of 
Wales  are  very  poor  people,  and  even 
the  aid  they  received  in  the  last  Act  fell 
short  of  what  they  require  to  provide  a 
complete  scheme  of  secondary  education. 
I,  therefore,  heartily  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  Friend. 

(11.35.)  Mb.  ELLIOTT  LEES  (Old- 
ham) :  The  hon.  Member  who  has  moved 
this  Amendment  proposes  to  devote  a 
sum  of  £350,000,  to  be  raised  from  the 
tax  on  drink,  to  the  purposes  of  inter- 
mediate education.  It  follows  that  the 
more  drink  consumed  the  better  for  the 
intermediate  education  of  the  country. 
It  follows  also  that  the  father  of  a  hu^ 
family  who  wishes  to  give  his  children  a 
good  education  has  only  to  consume  as 
much  diink  as  possible.  Allow  me,  also, 
to  ^loint  out  that  this  tax  will  be  raised 
almost  entirely  from  the  working  men, 
and  the  hon.  Member  proposes  to  devote 
it  to  founding  a  system  of  intermediate 
education  which  will  not  really  affect  the 
children  of  the  working  classes,  because 
it  is  very  seldom  practicable  for  the  «on 
of  a  working  man  to  spare  sufficient  time 
from  work  ^er  coming  to  the  age  of  13 
or  14  to  acquire  a  good  intermediate 
education.  Therefore,  you  will  have  in 
England,  as  you  have  in  America,  the 
complaint  made  by  the  masses  of  the 
working  classes  that  they  are  taxed  for 
the  education  of  those  who  can  very 
well  alEord  to  pay  for  their  own  education. 
I  believe  myself  that  intemperance  does 
fas  more  harm  to  the  agricultural 
labourers  of  this  country  than  the  lack 
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of  a  good  education ;  and  I  am  prepared 
to  do  what  I  can  for  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance, and  to  pay  for  what  I  think  is  a 
good  object. 

•(11.39.)  Mb.  MATHER  (Lancashire, 
S.E.,  Gorton) :  I  think  the  (Government 
onght  to  accept  the  Amendment  with 
a  considerable  amount  of  grd>titnde. 
My  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  A.  Acland) 
appears  to  have  made  a  golden 
bridge  across  a  state  of  difficulty,  and 
leading  to  the  position  of  perfect 
tranquillity.  We  are,  I  think,  all  per- 
fectly agreed  on  the  policy  of  taxing 
drink,  but  there  is  great  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
amount  thus  raised  should  be  used.  I 
think  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer adopts  this  Amendment  all  the 
differences  will  at  once  vanish.  Some- 
thing has  been  said  about  the  amount  of 
money  which  is  spent  in  this  country  on 
education,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  reminded  us  of  the  closing 
days  of  last  Session,  when  the  proposals 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to 
technical  education  were  passed.  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  will  not  forget 
that  on  that  occasion  he  received  the 
support  of  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
one  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
accepting  the  Amendment  was  that  my 
hon.  Friend  did  not  mention  how  the 
machinery  for  distributing  the  money 
would  be  devised.  I  need  only  remind 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
machinery  exists.  The  Science  and  Art 
Department  already  takes  charge  of 
money  to  be  used  for  educational  pur- 
poses, and  I  am  sure  the  Science  and.  Art 
Department  would,  in  a  few  days,  show 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  how  this 
money  could  be  distributed.  The  Depart- 
ment has  already  published  a  Minute 
respecting  the  disposition  of  the  sum  of 
X5,000  in  aid  of  technical  education. 
That  is,  however,  a  mere  drop 
in  the  ocean,  and  is  merely  playing  with 
a  great  national  question.  I  need  not 
remind  hon.  Members  that  in  America 
there  is  a  vast  amount  of  money  distri- 
buted amongst  the  various  States 
in  the  form  of  land  grants  with 
which  agricultural  and  industrial  educt^ 
tion  is  encouraged  and  maintained. 
Look  at  the  vast  industrial  pursuits 
of  England,  and  compare  our  means 
of  industrial  education  with  those 
of  other  countries  1  Why,  we  exist 
J£r.  Elliott  Lees 


under  the  most  miserable  condi- 
tions. I  believe  that  if  this  £350,000 
were  appropriated,  as  my  hon.  Friend 
su^ests,  it  would  be  about  the  most 
popular  action  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Commons  that  has  taken  place  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years.  I 
sincerely  trust  the  House  will  take 
this  matter  into  its  serious  consideration, 
and  I  thank  my  hon.  Friend  for  having 
thought  of  a  plan  by  which  he  can  settle 
all  our  differences  and  satisfy  the  country 
on  this  question. 

(11.45.)  Mb.  MUNDELLA  (Shef- 
field, Brightside) :  Originally  I  had  no 
intention  of  speaking  on  this  question; 
but  I  feel  I  must  say  something  by  way 
of  protest  against  what  has  fallen  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  complains  that  my 
hon.  Friend  has  submitted  a  vague  5e- 
solution  to  the  House,  that  he  provides 
no  machinery,  and  does  not  state  the 
amounts  to  be  allocated  to  the  different 
counties.  Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
read  the  Amendment?  What  is  the 
Amendment?  It  is  that  this  money 
shall  be  applied  in  England  for  the 
purposes  of  agricultural,  commercial,  and 
techiiical  instruction,  as  defined  in  the 
Act  of  last  year,  and  in  Wales  either  for 
the  said  purposes  or  for  the  purposes  de- 
fined in  Clause  17  of  the  Welsh  Inter- 
mediate Education  Act,  1889.  During 
the  discussiou  which  took  place  last  year 
it  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that  there 
was  nothing  that  was  more  disagreeable 
to  us  than  the  delay  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  House  in  acting  on  the 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion on  Technical  Education,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  to-night 
we  have  passed  an  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion Act  for  Wales,  and  with  respect 
to  technical  education  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seems  to  have  forgotten 
we  passed  a  Technical  Education  Act 
last  year.  But  what  did  you  do  by 
passing  a  Technical  Education  Act  last 
year?  You  simply  gave  powers  to  the 
Local  Authorities  to  do  something  for 
Technical  Education.  But  what  have 
you  done  for  such  education  J 

•Mb.  QOSCHEN:  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman must  know  perfectly  well  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  meet 
what  is  done  by  the  Local  Authorities. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  :  1  happen  to  have 
in  my  hand  the  Minutes  of  the  Science 
and  Art  Department,  from  which  I  find 
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what  is  proposed  to  be  done  under  .the 
Technical  Education  Act  of  last  year.  I 
find  that  the  entire  sum  proposed  to  be 
given  is  £5,000. 

•Mr.  GOSCHBN  :  The  first  year. 
Mb.  MtrNDELLA :  No,  Sir.    I  should 
like  the  Committee  to  understand  how 
we  are  dealt  with ;  how  the  QoTernment 
make  promises  and  break  them. 

•Mb.  GOSCHBN :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  what  promises  we  have 
made,  and  how  we  have  broken  them  ? 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  :  You  took  power 
to  make  grants  for  the  purposes  of 
Technial  Education.  This  is  June.  What 
have  yon  done  in  fulfilment  of  your 
promise  ? 

•Mk.  GOSCHEN  :  There  are  only  three 
Local  Authorities  who  are  prepared  to 
act,  and  we  have  taken  such  a  sum  as 
will  meet  all  the  demands  that  we  think 
will  he  made  upon  us  this  year  by  the 
Local  Authorities.  When  the  Local 
Authorities  exercise  other  powers  we 
shall  make  further  grants. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA :  Not  more  than 
three  Local  Authorities  are  prepared  to 
act.  Why  ?  Because  you  have  given  them 
no  iadncement  to  act.  You  have  placed 
no  scheme  of  grants  before  them.  You 
have  made  no  ofEers  to  develope  local 
efforts.  One  of  the  three  Local  Authori- 
ties to  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  referred  is  Sheffield.  You 
have  been  good  enough  to  sanction  the 
request  they  made,  that  they  may  at 
their  own  expense  teach  technical  sub- 
jects. That  is  the  extent  of  the  assist- 
ance you  have  given  them.  Another 
member  of  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment shows  that  the  sum  to  be  allocated 
under  the  Technical  Education  Act  of 
last  year  will  during  the  financial  year 
1891-92  be  £5,000.  There  is  not  a 
Canton  in  Switzerland  which  would  not  be 
ashamed  of  such  a  grant.  I  wonder  what 
the  City  of  Berlin  would  say  if  the 
Chancelior  of  the  Exchequer  of  the 
German  Empire  were  to  propose  that 
£5,000  should  be  granted  for  technical 
education  to  the  City  of  Berlin.  More 
than  five  tunes  £5,000  is  spent  on 
technical  education  in  Berlin,  and  yet 
£5,000  is  all  that  is  to  be  given  to  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  says  the 
Government  have  amply  provided  for 
what  is  required  for  1892. 

•Mk.  GOSCHEN:  I  am  sorry  to 
interrapt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     I 


repeat  that  there  has  been  no  denial  of 
any  sum  whatever.  The  Science  and 
Art  Department  made  their  estimate  of 
what  the  Local  Authorities  would  ask,  and 
if  we  have  not  g^ven  more  it  is  not  bec»nse 
there  is  any  reluctance  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  or  the  Spending  Depart- 
ments, but  because  the  Local  Authorities 
did  not  put  before  the  Government  such 
proposals  as  would  require  more  money. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  sneer  at  the  Government 
Department  in  this  matter,  and  to 
contrast  what  has  been  done  with  what 
is  done  by  other  Governments.  I  myself 
was  struck  by  the  smallness  of  the 
amount,  bat  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  result 
of  the  comparatively  small  demand  made. 
I  repeat,  there  is  every  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  meet  to  the 
fuU  all  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  and 
to  perform  the  duty  which  Parliament 
has  laid  upon  us  under  the  Act. 

Me.  MUNDELLA:  My  complaint 
is  that  the  Government  have  not  taken 
the  initiative  in  this  matter.  Last  year 
they  threw  the  whole  of  the  respon- 
sibUity  on  the  Local  Authorities.  W« 
told  them  last  year  that  the  Local 
Authorities  never  would  take  steps,  and 
now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  it  is 
all  very  fine  to  contrast  what  we  are 
offering  with  what  they  are  doing  abroad. 
I  have  never  heard^that  any  country  on 
the  Continent  has  given  £350,000  for 
the  compensation  of  publicans.  They 
do  not  spend  their  money  in  that  kind 
of  way. 

•Me.  GOSCHEN :  H  I  .am  not  mis- 
taken, in  Germany  they  bought  up  the 
whole  of  the  public  houses,  and  when 
they  did  so  they  compensated  all  the 
publicans. 

Me.  MUNDELLA:  They  must  have 
done  it  very  cheaply  indeed ;  they  cer- 
tainly did  not  do  it  on  your  terms.  The 
publicans  were  not  left  to  fix  their  own 
terms,  and  no  taxation  was  laid  on  the 
German  public.  But  I  was  going  to 
say  that  there  is  another  Minute  of  the 
Science  and  Art  Department  which  shows 
how  we  are  going  to  provide  for  tech- 
nical education.  The  Minute  is  to  the 
effect  that  no  pupil  in  an  elementary 
school  is  to  be  allowed  to  receive  any 
grant  from  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment. That  is  a  distinct  blow 
at  our  higher  elementary  Schools. 
I  was  astonished  when  I  read  the 
Minute,  and  I  should   like   to  hear  the 
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Vice  President  of  the  Council's  explana- 
tion of  it.  Now,  I  do  not  think  this  money 
oonld  be  better  applied  than  as  snggested 
by  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  A.  Acland). 
The  right  hon.  Gbntlenmn  said  that  the 
state  of  intermediate  education  in  Eng- 
land is  not  what  it  used  to  be,  because 
we  have  now  excellent  voluntary  in- 
struction. What  is  to  be  done  for  <he 
great  towns,  where  there  are  no  endow- 
ments t  I  opened  a  splendid  elementary 
school  in  Yorkshire  on  Saturday,  and  I 
was  told  by  the  promoters  that  what  they 
want  are  secondary  schools  that  the 
feunuers  and  tradesmen  can  use.  I  trust 
that  this  question  will  be  thoroughly 
threshed  out  by  the  Committee,  and 
that 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Thursday. 

SUPEEANNUATION      (WAE     DEPAET- 
MENT)   BILL.- (No.  297.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

ELECTRIC    UGHTIN&    ACTS    AMEND- 
MENT (SCOTLAND)  BILL.— (No.  239.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  2. 
Committee    report  Progress;    to    sit 

again  upon  Thursday. 

AKOLESET  ASSIZES  AND  QUARTER 
SESSIONS    BILL.- (No.  248.) 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir  R. 
Webstbe,  Isle  of  Wight)  :  There  is  a 
point  that  requires  a  little  consideration, 
and  I  will  ask  the  hon.  Member  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  not  to  ask  the  House  to  take 
it  until  Monday. 

Consideration  as  amended,  deferred 
till  Monday  next. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  ACTS  AMEND .MENT 
BILL.— (No.  167.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Ms.  SEXTON  (Bel&at,  W.) :  May  I  ask 
if  the  Bill  extends  to  Ireland  t 
Mr.  Mundella 


Sm  J.  LUBBOCK  (London  Univer- 
sity) :  It  does  not ;  but,  if  it  had  been 
possible,  I  should  have  been  quite  willing 
that  it  should. 

Mb.  M.  HEALY  (Cork)  :  Will  the  title 
permit  of  an  Amendment  extending  the 
Bill  to  Ireland) 

Thb  chairman  :  The  title  of  the 
Bill  is  Public  Libraries  (England)  Act 
Amendment  Bill,  so  it  would  not  be  com. 
potent  for  the  Committee  to  extend  its 
operation  to  Ireland. 

Committee  report  Prc^press;  to  sit 
again  upon  Thursday. 

POOR   LAW  (IRELAND)  RATING  BILL. 
(No.  149.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Pre^^ss;  to  sit 
again  upon  Thursday. 

MUNICIPAL    ELECTIONS    (SCOTLAND) 
BILL.- (No.  262.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS  BILL. -(No.  170.) 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
objection  taken. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne): I  would  ask  you,  Sir,  seeing 
that  the  House  is  unanimous  in  favonr 
of  the  Second  Reading  of  this  BiO, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  hon. 
Member  objecting,  whether  there  is  any 
method  by  which  the  blocking  efiect 
of  this  single  objection  can  be  obviated  t 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  A  single  objection 
is  sufiBcient  to  arrest  the  progress  of  a 
Bill  at  this  hour. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  to- 
morrow. 


Honse  adjourned  at  twenty  minatw 
after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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EDUCATION  CODE  (1890)  [GRANT]. 
Committee  to  consider  of  authorising  an 
additional  special  Qrant,  oat  of  moneys  to  be 
pnnded  by  Parliament,  to  certain  Elementary 
Schools,  in  pursuance  of  any  Aot  .of  the  pre- 
sent Session  for  making  operativo  certain 
AiticlM  of  the  Education  Code,  1890  (Queen's 
Becommendation  signified).  To-morrow. 

IMFECnOUS  DISEASES  (PREVENTION) 
BIliL.-(No.  210.) 
Order  for  Gonsideratioii,  as  amended, 
read. 

•(12.30.)  Mb.  M'LAREN  (Cheshire, 
Crewe)  :  I  beg  to  move  the  re-committal 
of  the  Bill  io  respect  of  Clause  5.  I  have 
given  notice  of  my  intention  to  move 
the  re-committal  in  regard  to  Clanses 
4,  5,  and  6  ;  bat  I  understand  that  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
Salford  (Mr.  Lees  Knowles),  who  has 
charge  of  the  Bill,  consents  to  the  strik- 
ing oat  of  Clauses  4  and  6,  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  not  necessary  to  trouble  the 
Hoose  in  reference  to  them.  Clause  5 
contains  a  considerable  amount  of  con- 
tentions matter,  and  I  think  the  quickest 
way  of  discussing  our  points  of  difference 
will  be  to  do  so  conversationally  in  Com- 
mittee. It  will  certainly  obviate  the 
necessity  of  making  set  speeches.  There 
is  this  justification  for  the  re-committal 
of  the  BiU  in  regard  to  Clause  5,  that 
clause  was  never  really  considered  at 
all.  It  went  through  Committee  without 
discnssion  in  about  one  minute  after 
midnight. 

Motion,  "That  the  Bill  be  re-com- 
mitted in  respect  of  Clause  5," — {Mr. 
M'Lareti,) — ^put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

*Ms.  M'LABEN:  I  have  a  series  of 
Amendments  to  move  in  this  clause, 
and  the  first  is  on  page  2,  Une  2,  to  leave 
ont  "shall  have  reasonable  cause  to 
believe "  and  insert  "  is  in  the  posses- 

70L  OCCXLV.      fTHIBD  SERIES.] 


sion  of  evidence."  The  words  which 
provide  that  the  medical  officer  shall 
have  reasonable  cause  to  believe  are 
much  too  vague. 

Question,  "That  the  words  'shall 
have  reasonable  cause  to  believe  '  stand 
part  of  the  Clause,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  the  words  '  is  in 
the  possession  of  evidence'  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

•Mr.  M'LA.BBN:  I  have  now  to 
move,  on  pag^  2,  line  41,  to  leave 
out  "or"  and  insert  "and."  My 
object  in  moving  the  substitution  of 
"  and  "  for  "  or  "  is  to  provide  that  the 
medical  officer  shall  not  in  every  single 
instance  be  able  of  his  own  motion  to  pat 
the  Act  in  force  on  a  mere  supposition. 
The  Amendment  will  secure  that  the 
dairy  farmer  shall  not  be  made  the 
victim  of  a  mere  supposition. 

Amendment  moved.  Clause  5,  page  2, 
line  41,  to  leave  out  "or"  and  insert 
"and."-— (i/r.  M'Laren.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  or '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

•(12.40.)  Mr.  lees  KNOWLES  (Sal- 
ford,  W.):  I  am  afraid  that  I  cannot 
accept  this  Amendment.  If  "  and  "  is 
substituted  for  "  or,"  it  will  let  in  per- 
sons outside  the  district  in  which  action 
is  to  be  taken  by  the  Local  Authorities. 
I  hope  the  Amendment  will  not  be 
pressed.  • 

•Mr.  M'L  ASEN  :  I  should  like  to  know 
what  view  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  takes  of  the  Amend- 
ment. 

•The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  think 
there  is  great  force  in  what  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Salford  has 
said,  that  there  might  be  disease  outside 
a  given  area,  and,  in  that  case,  the  clause- 
would  be  inoperative. 

•Mr.  M'LAREN :  If  the  disease  is  out- 
side one  district,  it  would  be  inside 
another. 

•Mr.  RITCHIE  :  But  there  might  be 
one  district  in  which  the  Act  is  operative, 
whereas  it  would  not  affect  another. 

•Me.  ESSLBMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.)  :  I 
quite  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
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man  that  the  clause  ought  to  remain  as 
it  is  in  this  respect.  "She  subetitation  of 
the  -word  "  and  "  for  "  or  "  would  render 
it  necessary  for  the  Acting  Authorities 
to  prove  that  damage  -would  be  done  by 
infection  before  they  can  take  action. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•(12.43.)  Me.  M'LAREN:  The  next 
question  is  one  which  deals  with  the 
•mployment  of  a  Veterinary  Inspector. 
My  hon.  Friend  has  accepted  the  prin> 
ciple,  bat  there  is  a  difference  between 
ns  as  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  to  be 
conferred.  I  propose  to  move  in  line  3, 
after  the  word  "powei^"  to  insert  the 
words  "  if  accompanied  by  a  Veterinary 
Inspector  aroointed  by  the  Local  An- 
ihorii^f  thedistrict."  Mymaincontention 
is  that  the  Veterinary  Inspector  shonld 
be  present  whenever  the  dairy  is 
inspected.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that 
the  medical  officer  ought  always  to  take 
the  Veterinary  Inspector  with  him,  and 
I  hope  my  Amendment  will  be  accepted. 
I  have  received  letters  from  the  Metro- 
politan Dairymen's  Society,  and  the 
British  Dairy  Farmers'  Association, 
strongly  supporting  that  view,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Norfolk  (Sir  B. 
Birkbeck)  asks  me  to  say  on  behalf  of 
the  Chamber  of  Agricnltnre,  which  he 
represents,  that  he  much  prefers  my 
Amendment  to  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill,  which  provides  that 
the  medical  officer  shall  be  accompanied 
by  a  Veterinary  Inspector  or  some 
other  veterinary  surgeon  merely  when 
he  visits  the  cattle.  He  feels,  as 
those  connected  with  the  dairy  interest 
also  feel,  that  it  is  necessary  to  have 
the  Veterinary  Inspector  always  there. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  the  duty  should 
be  discharged  by  the  Veterinary  Bispector, 
and  that  it  would  be  quite  improper  to 
bring  in  any  veterinary  surgeon. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
3,  after  the  word  "  power,"  to  insert  the 
words  "  if  accompanied  by  a  Veterinaiy 
Inspector." — (Mr.  Walter  JWLaren.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
he  there  inserted." 

(12.48.)  Mb.    LEES    KNOWLES  :  I 

must  ask  my  hon.  Friend  not  to  press 

this    Amendment.      The     Amendment 

which  stands  on  the  Paper  in  my  name 

Mr.  Esslemont 


goes,  I  think,  quite  far  enon^  The 
question  is  not  so  much  the  considera- 
tion of  the  health  of  the  animals  as  of  the 
persons  who  are  liable  to  be  infected.  I 
am  not  inclined  to  lay  much  stress 
upon  the  inspection  of  animals  in  the 
dairies,  and  my  proposition  is  that  the 
medical  officer  should  be  accompanied 
in  his  inspection  by  the  Veterinary 
Inspector,  or  some  other  veterinary 
surgeon.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessasy 
to  have  two  Beports,  but  one  Report  from 
■the  medical  officer  will  be  quite 
sufficient.  Then,  again,  the  question  of 
time  is  of  importance,  and  it  is  quite 
possible  that  the  Veterinary  Inspector 
might  be  unable  to  accompany  the 
medical  officer  in  his  inspection  at  the 
proper  moment. 
•(12.50.)  Sm  WALTER  FOSTEB 
(Derby,  Bkeston) :  I  quite  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill. 
I  think  that  in  many  instsmces  it  would 
be  found  that  disease  has  been  dis- 
seminated without  the  animals  having 
had  anything  to  do  with  it.  There  are 
diseases  which  may  arise  from  the  con- 
dition of  the  dairy  keeper's  family,  the 
state  of  the  drainage,  an  imperfect  water 
supply,  and  many  other  causes,  and  it  is 
manifest  that  the  opinion  of  a  Veterinaiy 
Inspector  upon  the  nature  of  the 
drainage  or  the  water  supply,  or  the 
state  of  the  dairy  keeper's  fomily  would 
have  very  little  weight  indeed.  I,  there- 
fore, think  that  it  would  be  undesirable 
to  require  the  medical  officer  to  be 
accompanied,  in  every  instance,  by  a 
Vet«rinary  Inspector.  I  hope  that  my 
hon.  friend  will  withdraw  his  Amend 
ment. 

•(12.51.)  Db.  FARQUHARSON 
(Aberdeen,  W.) :  I  am  of  the  same 
opinion,  because  I  believe  that  in  many 
cases  the  presence  of  a  veterinary  sur- 
geon would  be  altogether  superfluous. 
There  are  many  questions  in  regard  to 
the  dissemination  of  disease  by  means 
of  milk  which  can  only  be  investigated 
properly  by  a  medical  man,  and  the 
presence  of  a  veterinary  surgeon  would 
be  of  no  assistance  at  aU.  I  would,  there- 
fore, recommend  my  hon.  Friend  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

(12.52.)    Me. 'ESSLEMONT:  As  one 
who  has  had  a  great  deal  of  practical 
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experience,  I  would  also  recommend 
the  hon.  Member  not  to  press  the 
Amendment.  I  think  he  mis-appre- 
hends entirely  the  view  of  infection 
being  conveyed  throngh  milk.  There 
are  many  cases  in  which  the  infection 
does  not  arise  from  the  state  of  the 
animals  themselves,  bnt  from  the  condi- 
tions of  the  dairy,  the  drainage,  the 
water  supply,  and  other  circumstances, 
altogether  apart  from  the  animals  from 
which  the  milk  comes.  Almost  without 
exception  the  milk  comes  from  the  cow 
pnre,  and  the  infection  arises  from  cir- 
cumstances in  regard  to  which  a  veteri- 
naiy  surgeon  can  have  no  knowledge 
whatever.  In  Aberdeenshire  it  was 
proved  that  although  infection  was  con- 
rejed  by  the  milk  the  animals  themselves 
were  perfectly  healthy. 

(12.54.)  Mb.  a.  PEASE  (York):  I 
hope  that  my  hon.  Friend  will  persevere 
with  the  Amendment.  I  believe  that  the 
objection  to  this  part  of  the  BUI  origi- 
nated with  the  Cleveland  Chamber  of 
Agriculture,  and  was  ultimately  adopted 
by  the  Central  Chamber,  which  took 
into  consideration  all  the  points  which 
have  been  referred  to. 

•(12.55.)  Me.  M'LAREN:  I  think 
that  the  hon.  Members  who  have  ad- 
vised the  withdrawal  of  the  Amendment 
have  overlooked  the  Interpretation 
Clause  of  the  Bill  in  regard  to  the  word 
"dairy."  li  it  provided  that  a  dairy 
should  mean  a  room  in  which  milk  is 
placed  in  large  cans  there  would  be  no 
difBcnIty,  and  there  would  be  no  neces- 
sity for  a  Veterinary  Inspector  to  gfo  there, 
or  to  enter  a  shop  in  which  milk  is  sold. 
Bnt "  a  dairy"  is  to  include  any  farm- 
house or  cow  shed,  or  any  other  place 
from  which  milk  can  be  supplied.  It  is 
certainly  my  intention  to  take  a  Division 
upon  the  Amendment.  I  regard  it  as 
being  of  much  importance,  in  view  of 
the  wide  interpretation  which  may  be 
given  to  the  word  "  dairy." 

(12.57.)  Me.  ESSLEMONT  :  In  most 
of  the  cases  in  which  infection  has  been 
communicated  it  has  been  proved  that  it 
arose  from  circumstances  altogether  out- 
side^the  province  of  a  veterinary  sur- 
geon. 

(12.58.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway, 
N.):  I  am  afraid  that  the  adoption  of 


the  Amendment  would  render  the  Act 
absolutely  unworkable.  That  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  case  in  Ireland,  because  in 
many  cases  it  would  be  necessary  to  send 
20,  30,  or  50  miles  before  the  services  of 
a  veterinary  surgeon  could  be  obtained. 
There  are  always  plenty  of  doctors,  but 
the  properly  qualified  veterinary  surgeons 
are  very  few  in  number. 

(1.0.)  Dk.  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
College)  :  Just  a  word  of  correction  on  a 
matter  of  fact.  It  is  not  absolutely 
a  fact  that  all  diseases  connected  with 
milk  arise  from  impurities  introduced 
into  the  milk  after  it  has  left  the  cow.. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  latest  investiga- 
tiens  indicate  that  at  least  two  dangerous 
and  terrible  diseases  are  capable  of  pro- 
pagation by  milk  exactly  as  it  is  taken 
from  the  animal — scarlatina  and  diph- 
theria. This  is  a  recent  addition  to  our 
scientific  knowledge.  It  has  been  ascer- 
tained that  cows  do  suffer  from  scarlatina 
in  a  form  identical  with  that  in  which 
the  disease  affects  human  beings,  and  it 
has  been  proved,  pn  the  strongest  pre- 
sumptive evidence,  that  milk  from 
animals  so  affected  may  give  rise  to 
scarlatina  in  human  beings,  and  bo  the 
cause  of  a  serious  epidemic.  Researches 
carried  on  at  the  Brown  Institute  show, 
also,  that  the  diphtheria  poison  can  be 
communicated  from  man  to  cows,  and 
the  milk  from  a  cow  so  infected  did  give 
rise  to  diphtheria  in  cats  and  other 
animals  susceptible  to  the  disease.  Bnt 
I  do  not  say  this  is  an  argument  for 
accepting  the  Amendment.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
to  trace  and  control  an  epidemic,  and  his 
investigation  would  be  directed  to  the 
milk  supply,  the  drainage,  the  water  at 
the  dairy,  and  the  persons  connected 
with  the  dairy,  and  if  he  found  nothing 
to  account  for  it  he  would  naturally 
look  at  the  cattle,  and,  in  doing 
this,  he  would  naturally  supple- 
ment his  information  by  applying  to  a 
competent  veterinary  surgeon.  The 
medical  officer  would,  in  all  probability, 
be  a  man  of  exceptional  scientific  know- 
ledge, and  he  would  not  have  recourse  to 
the  ordinary  veterinary  snrgeon  to  be 
found  in  such  districts  as  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Gralway  has  referred 
to.  An  appeal  from  the  medical  officer 
Z  2 
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to  the  ordinary  veterinary  surgeon  would 
be  a  foolish  and  dangerous  step. 

(1.3.)  Mb.  KENNr  (Tyrone,  Mid)  : 
Under  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals) 
Act  veterinary  surgeons,  and  especially  in 
Ireland,  have  great  experience  in  the 
•examination  of  dairies,  and  I  think  in 
Dublin  the  inspection  of  dairies  is  alto- 
gether in  the  hands  of  veterinary 
.surgeons.  I  think  it  is  sm  extremely 
.serious  thing  to  entrust  to  a  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  the  power  to  stop  the 
sale  of  milk,  not  only  from  a  dairy,  but 
from  a  farm  also.  Of  course  the  case 
stated  by  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
(Colonel  Nolan)  is  altogether  visionary, 
and  probably  the  Act  would  not  be  in 
-  operation  in  the  Union  of  Tuam.  But 
•there  will  be  power  in  the  Bill  to  call  on 
5the  local  veterinary  surgeon,  and  I 
should  imagine  there  is  a  veterinary 
-surgeon  there  to  assist  the  medical 
officer.  It  would  be  a  serious  thing  to 
entrust  the  power  to  a  medical  officer, 
open  sometimes  to  considerations  apart 
.  from  actual  knowledge.  It  would  be,  I 
4hink,  a  dangerous  thing  to  entrust  him 
with  the  power  of  stopping  a  man's 
strade.  There  is  no  provision  for  com- 
pensation, and  a  man  might  be  practically 
.ruined  by  a  single  individual. 

-*(1.5.)      SiE     WALTER     FOSTER: 
The  mode  of  procedure  would  probably 
be  this.     When  any  epidemic  is  thought 
to  be  connected  with  a  dairy,  a  medical 
man  skilled  in  tracing  the  causes  of  an 
«pidemic  would,   having  exhausted  all 
.the  more  common  causes  of  disease  apart 
from  the  cattle,  turn  to  the  cattle,  and 
then  nobody  has  any  objection  to  the 
intervention  of  the  veterinary  surgeon. 
This  is  a  question  of  public  administra- 
tion.    A  locality  having  determined  to 
adopt  this  Act,  the  putting  in  operation 
.  of  the  machinery  for  the  preservation  of 
health  rests  with  the  Medicttl  Officer  of 
Health,    and    we    want    to    have    this 
■anachinery    put    in    operation    without 
'unnecessaiy  delay  op  impediment.     We 
have    no    objection    to  the   veterinary 
;  surgeon    in    the     case    of    disease    of 
animals,    but     this    is    a    question    of 
human  life  and  health;  and  if,  in  the 
.  course  of  investigation,  no  cause  having 
been  discovered,  it  is  suspected  that  the 
xcattle    originate   the   diseasa,   then    the 
Dr.  Cameron 


functions  of  the  veterinary  surgeon 
come  in,  and  there  is  no  objection.  I 
hope  my  hon.  Friend  will  not  think  it 
necessary  to  press  the  Amendment. 

(1.8.)  Mb.  a.  pease  :  There  seems 
to  be  an  idea  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Veterinary  Inspector  will  over-ride  that 
of  the  medical  officer,  but  that  is  not  so ; 
the  latter  may  pass  through  the  cow-shed 
and  not  observe  that  the  disease  is  in  the 
cattle.  This  Amendment  will  be  a  pro- 
tection to  the  farmer  and  also  to  the 
public. 

(1.9.)  Mk.  BAUMANN  (Camberwell, 
Peckham):  My  hon.  Friend  has  intro- 
duced an  Amendment,  adding  the  words 
"  if  accompanied  by  a  Veterinary  In- 
spector or  some  other  veterinary  sur- 
geon." So  the  point  at  issue  is  not 
whether  the  medical  officer  is  to  be 
accompanied,  but  whether  it  shall  be  by 
a  Veterinary  Inspector  or  some  other 
surgeon 

•(1.9.)  Me.  MliAREN:  No;  the 
point  at  issue  is  whether  he  shall  accom- 
pany the  medical  officer  on  other  occar 
sions,  or  only  when  the  visit  is  to  inspect 
the  cattle.  The  question  as  to  whether 
it  shall  be  the  Veterinary  Inspector  or 
a  casual  veterinary  surgeon,  is  a  dif- 
ferent point  to  be  raised  later. 

(1.10.)  Me.  BAUMANlSr :  But  if  the 
Amendment  is  carried,  surely  then  it 
will  be  made  obligatory  1 

•Me.  M'LAREN:  Quite  so,  but  other 
words  might  be  added. 

(1.10.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  42 ;  Noes  82.— (Div.  List,  No.  128.) 

•(1.20.)  Me.  M'LAREN:  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  Government 
approve  of  allowing  the  words  "any 
other  veterinary  surgeon,"  to  stand  1  My 
own  feeling  is  in  favour  of  Veterinary  In- 
spector or  officer.  When  the  Bill  was 
introduced,  it  provided  that  any  doctor 
should  make  tiie  inspection,  but  at  the 
instance  of  the  Government,  I  presume, 
any  doctor  was  struck  out.  But  now  the 
same  thing  occurs  in  r^;ard  to  veterin- 
ary inspection.  It  seems  to  me  that 
when  a  public  duty  is  to  be  performed 
it  should  be  entrusted  to  a  public  officer. 
I  entirely  object  to  any  casual  veterinary 
surgeon  being  called  in,  whether  quali- 
fied or  not.     I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 


Digitized  by 


Google 


689       Infectious  Diseases         {June  11,  1890} 


{Prevention)  Bill.         590 


neceesaiy  for  a  qualified  veterlpaiy  sur- 
geon to  have  a  diploma,  but,  at  any  rate, 
I  think  we  ought  to  limit  the  duties  to  a 
public  official  I  do  not  know  what  the 
view  of  the  Government  may  be,  but 
that  is  my  impression.  I  heg,  pro /orTnd, 
to  more  the  omission  of  the  words. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  on'  the 
words,  "  or  some  other  veterinary  but- 
geon." 

♦(1.21.)  MB.RITCHIE:  Thismightlead 
to  lamentable  delay  in  the  inspection,  for 
the  Veterinary  Inspector  might  be  en- 
gaged at  a  distauce  out  of  the  district. 
There  would  be  no  objection  to  the  addi- 
tion of  the  words  "  approved  by  the 
Local  Authority." 

•Mk.  M'LAREN:  Something  of  that 
kind  I  should  be  willing  to  accept. 

Me.  C.  ACLAND  (Cornwall,  Laun- 
ceston) :  Would  not  the  approval  of 
the  Local  Authority  be  equally  a  cause 
of  delay  1  Would  a  general  approval 
he  sufficient? 

•(1.22.)  Mb.  RITCHIE  :  It  would  be 
competent  for  the  Local  Authority  to 
nominate  generally,  not  specially. 

Mb.  BRUNNER  (Cheshire,  North- 
wich) :  There  is  danger  in  allowing 
the  Local  Authority  to  stamp  with  their 
approval,  or  mark  with  their  disapproval, 
a  man  engaged  in  earning  an  honest 
livelihood.  As  a  matter  of  principle,  I 
strongly  object  to  this. 

(1.22.)  Me.  BSSLEMONT  :  It  might 
bring  us  to  an  agreement  if  we  inserted 
the  word  "  qualified  "  before  veterinary 
surgeon. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE:  Yes,  *tho  words 
"properly  qualified"  might  be  inserted. 

•Me.  KELLY  (Camberwell,  N.) :  Why 
should  we  not  throw  upon  the  Inspector 
the  responsibility  of  appointing  a  deputy  1 
It  would  be  easy  to  avoid  delay,  by 
adding  the  words  "appoint^  by  him." 

•Mb.  RITCHIB:  In  reference  to 
another  BiH  the  House  universally 
expressed  disapproval  of  one  officer  being 
nominated  by  another. 

Amendment,  hy  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  after  "  other," 
to  insert  "properly  qualified."  —  (Mr. 
M'Laren.) 

Amendment  agreed  to 


Amendment  proposed,  after  "dairy 
and,"  insert  "if  accompanied  by  a 
Veterinary  Inspector,  or  some  other 
properly  qualified  veterinary  suirgeon,  to 
inspect.  "-—(J/^r.  Knoides.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

*(1 .23.)  Mb.  M'LAREN :  Is  it  possible 
to  insert  wofds  to  allow  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  to  make  his  Report  in  cases- 
where  he  inspects  cattle  ?  I  think  he 
ought  to  make  a  Report  on  his  inspection, 
and  the  Local  Authority  should  have  his 
opinion  at  first  hand ;  it  should  not  be 
communicated  privately  to  the  medical 
officer.  For  that  purpose,  I  move  to 
substitute  the  word  "  they  "  for  "  he  "  in 
line  5.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
grammar  is  not  a  little  confused ;  I  have 
not  had  time  to  consider  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  line  5  omit  "he"* 
and  insert  "  they." 

(1.24.)  Mb.  LEES  KNOWLES  :  Two- 
Reports,  I  think,  would  be  objectionable. 
I  think  it  is  sufficient  for  the  Authority 
to  have  the  medical  officer's  Report,  in 
the  preparation  of  which  he  may  have 
had  the  assistance  of  the  Veterinary 
Inspector. 

•(1.25.)  Mb.  RITCHIE:  It  is  quite 
clear  the  medical  officer  must  be 
responsible  in  firaming  his  Report,  and 
must  give  his  opinion  as  to  detriment  to 
health.  It  would  be  proper  that  this- 
should  be  accompanied  by  a  Report  from, 
the  Veterinary  Inspector,  but  the  duty 
of  framing  his  Report  in  reference  t<> 
health  must  rest  with  the  medical 
officer. 

*(1.26.)  Mb.  M'LAREN:  That  is- 
precisely  my  view.  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  suggest  words  to  carry  that 
out,  and  I  wiU  withdraw  my  Amend- 
ment) The  Report  of  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  might  be  sent  under  cover  by 
the  medical  officer. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  line  5,  leave- 
oat  "or  is  likely  to  arise." — (^Mr.. 
Enotvles.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  line  8,  after  the  word  "  dairy,"  to  ineert 
tha  words  "to  appear  before  them  to  show 
caose  why  an  order  should  not  be  issued 
requiring  him."— (^r.  JIPLartn.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


591         Infectious  Diseases 


{COMMONS} 


(PreveiUion)  BUI.        692 


•(1.27.)  Mk.  RITCHIE  :  To  carry  out 
my  su^estion,  I  would  propose  an 
addition  in  line  7,  thus — 

"  He  shall  report  thereon  to  the  l«cal  Aatho- 
rity  and  his  Report  shall  be  accompanied  by 
any  Beport  the  Veterinary  Inspector  may  desire 
to  make." 

(1.29.)     Me.    WINTEBBOTHAM 
(Gloucester,  Cirencester)  :•  The  grammar 
trill  then  require  correction. 
.•Mb.  M'LAREN:  That  maybe  done  on 
Report  stage. 

Me.  LEES  KNOWLES  :  I  think  the 
wording  of  my  Amendment  is  rather 
better  than  that  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Amendment  now  before  us. 
•Mb.  M'LAREN  :  I  am  quite  willing 
to  accept  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Other  Amendments  made. 

The  following  Amendments  were  also 
agreed  to : — Ckuse  5,  page  3,  line  10, 
after  "by  the  Local  Authority,"  in- 
sert— 

*'  And  if  he  fail  to  show  snch  cause,  then  the 
Local  Authority  may  issue  snch  Order ;  " 

Line  11,  leave  out  from  "local,"  to 
"  district,"  inclusive,  and  insert  "  Sani- 
tary Authority  and  County  Council  of 
the  district  or  county ; "  line  15,  leave 
out  from  "  and,"  to  "  respectively," 
inclusive. 

Me.  LEES  KNOWLES  :  In  page  3, 
line  18,  after  "  respectively,"  insert — 

"  An  Order  made  by  a  Local  Authority  in 

pursuance  of  this  section  shall  be  forthwith 
withdrawn  on  the  Local  Authority  being  satis- 
fied that  the  milk  supply  has  been  changed,  or 
that  the  cause  of  the  infection  has  bMU  re- 
moved " 

I  am  willing  to  accept  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  to  insert  after  the 
word  "Authorily,"  the  words  "or  the 
medical  officers  on  its  behalf." 

•Me.  M'LAREN :  The  Local  Authority 
may  only  meet  once  a  fortnight,  and  it 
would  not  do  for  the  matter  to  stand 
over  for  that  time.  1,  therefore,  move 
the  insertion  of  the  words  "or  the 
medical  officer  on  its  behalf." 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
26,  at  end,  add — 

"  Provided  also,  that  no  oconpier  of  a  dairy 
shall  be  liable  to  an  action  for  breach  of  con- 


tract on  the  part  of  any  of  his  customen,  if 
the  breach  be  due  to  an  Order  from  the  Local 
Authority  under  this  Act." — {Mr.  Ktmelti.) 

•Me.  M'LAREN  :  I  b^  to  move  that 
the  words  "  on  the  part  of  any  of  his 
customers  "  be  struck  out.  They  seem 
vague  and  unnecessary. 

Question,  "That  those  words  stand 
p.irt  of  the  Amendment,"  put,  and  nega- 
tived. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

•Mb.  STEPHENS  (Hornsey) :  I  beg 
to  move  the  following  new  Clause  : — 

"  Whenever  it  shall  be  certified  to  the  Local 
Authority  by  the  Medical  OflBcer  of  Health 
that  it  is  desirable,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infectious  disease,  that  they  should 
be  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  patients  of  sny 
medical  practitioner,  the  Local  Authority  may 
require  such  medical  practitioner  to  fumim 
them  with  a  full  and  complete  list  of  the  names 
and  addresses  of   the   persons    such  medical 

Stactitioner  is  attending  or  has  attended 
uring  the  past  two  months,  and  suoh  medical 
practitioner  shall  furnish  sudi  list  accordingly, 
and  the  Local  Authority  shall  pay  to  him  for 
every  such  list  the  sum  of  ten  shillings." 

I  think  hon.  Members  will  feel  that  wo 
are  dealing  only  with  the  fringe  of  the 
matter,  while  my  clause  addresses  itself 
to  the  most  serious  risks  of  infection.  It 
has  not  to  do  with  minute  causes  of 
possible  infection ;  these  can  never  be 
wholly  excluded  while  human  beings 
are  crowded  in  towns  under  the  pressure 
of  constant  association  for  employment 
or  other  necessities  of  daily  life.  Hon. 
Members  must  be  aware  that  doctors 
often  come  fresh  from  the  sources  of  in- 
fection, where  it  is  abounding  and  profuse, 
fresh  and  in  highest  vitality,  and,  not- 
withstanding, cannot  decline  attending 
patients  highly  susceptible  to  infection ; 
and  I  think  those  who  have  the  requisite 
knowledge  and  fortitude  would  do  hx 
better  not  to  send  for  the  doctor.  Again, 
the  doctor  may  be  called  in  suddenly  to 
attend  lying-in  women,  who  are  highly 
susceptible  to  infection.  I  am  bear- 
ing in  mind,  more  than  anything, 
the  danger  of  puerpal  fever.  I 
might,  perhaps,  refer  to  an  incident 
which  occurred  a  short  time  ago.  The 
superintendent  of  one  of  our  cemeteries 
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asked  me  yrhj  it  was  tliat  wheneyer  they 
bad  a  bnrial  from  a  Ijing-in  hospital 
thej  always  had  a  great  number  of 
banals  a  week  or  two  afterwards. 
Sensible  men  cannot  be  haggled  by  what 
is  said  about  disinfection,  becanse  they 
Imow  that  there  is  nothing  settled  about 
what  is  called  disinfection.  I  myself 
have  experimented  for  many  years  with 
antiseptics,  with  a  view  of  seeing  under 
what  conditions  they  would  check  the 
development  or  growth  of  germs,  and  I 
may  say  that  everyone  who  knows  any- 
thing at  all  about  this  subject  is  aware 
that  the  whole  question  is  fraught  with 
great  difBcnlty.  We  know  on  fiie  very- 
best  authority  that  analysis  of  water  is 
almost  useless  for  detecting  what  is  dan- 
gerous or  otherwise.  You  may  have 
water  which  is  full  of  oi^nic  matter, 
but  which,  at  the  same  time,  may  be  per- 
fectly innocuous,  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  may  have  water  containing 
hardly  any  organic  matter,  but  the 
little  it  does  contain  is  likely  to  produce 
the  most  deadly  resulis.  Therefore,  I 
say  we  ought  to  endeavour  to  get  rid  of 
these  pretences,  and  try  to  get  to  the 
bottom  and  the  truth.  Of  course,  the 
doctor  is,  from  the  necessities  of  his 
occupation,  in  the  very  midst  of  whatever 
infection  happens  to  exist.  His  hair  and 
his  professional  black  coat  are  mediums 
for  the  conveyance  of  infection.  We 
know  that  cloth  attracts  and  retains 
infection,  collecting  the  deadly  particles 
mnch  in  the  same  way  as  a  cotton-wool 
filter  collects  and  holds  the  London 
"blacks."  Well,  I  ask  how  do  you  pro- 
pose to  disinfect  the  doctor?  Certainly 
he  ought  to  be  shaved,  because  his  hair 
is  a  sure  medium  for  the  conveyance  of 
infection.  Moreover,  his  woollen  cloth- 
ing cannot  be  disinfected,  and  if  it  were 
washed  with  alkalies  it  would  soon  rot 
and  be  destroyed.  If  we  are  to  shrink 
from  subjecting  young  and  inexperienced, 
and,  therefore,  often  reckless,  men  just 
emerged  from  the  students'  condition  to 
wholesome  rules  and  regulations,  if  we 
are  to  make  them  judges  in  their  own 
cases  instead  of  enforcing  upon  them 
some  sort  of  tangible  responsibilty,  we 
practically  leave  them  free  to  pronounce 
ihe  verdict  on  their  own  proceedings. 
TioB  is  exactly  what  I  wish  to  prevent. 
I  do  not  wish  to  allow  these  men  to  cover 
op  everything  they  do  by  a  certificate 


of  death,  and  in  that  way  to  close  the 
chapter.  I  say  that  if  the  House  assents 
to  this  measure,  without  dealing  witli  the 
question  I  refer  to  in  some  such  way  as  I 
have  proposed,  it  will  be  straining  at  a 
gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel.  Of  course, 
we  all  know  that  great  excuses  are  to  be 
made  for  the  doctors.  They  are  con- 
stantly being  sent  for  in  crowded 
districts,  where  they  must  attend  large 
numbers  of  patients  suffering  from  every 
form  of  disease.  In  this  way  they  carry 
contagion  and  infection  from  house  to 
house,  but,  this  being  so,  I  say  that 
we  are  bound  to  deal  with  the  matter 
in  a  firm  and  sensible  manner.  I  im- 
plore the  House  not  to  allow  this  Bill  to 
pass  without  some  legislation  on  this 
point.  It  is  our  duty  to  insist  on  im- 
posing some  sense  of  responsibility  on 
those  who  are  necessarily  vehicles  of 
infection.  What  the  Sajiitary  Autho- 
rities may  do  when  they  get  this  Bill 
I  cannot  tell,  any  more  than  I  can 
imagine  what  they  will  do  when  they 
get  a  list  from  the  dairynum  or  from  the 
laundry.  All  this  seems  to  me  to  be 
merely  intended  to  enable  an  interest- 
ing Beport  to  be  written  after  all  the 
mischief  is  done.  I  want  to  stop  the 
mischief,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the 
Local  Authority  possessed  the  power  I 
propose  to  confer  they  would  deal 
effectually  with  this  matter.  They 
certainly  could  deal  with  it  effectually 
by  requiring  medical  practitioners  attend- 
ing infectious  cases  to  confine  their  prac- 
tice to  that  class  of  disorders.  That  would 
be  a  sensible,  a  humane,  and  a  common 
sense  thing  to  do.  Medical  men  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  attend  lying-in 
women  and  persons  suffering  from  in- 
fectious diseases  at  the  same  time,  but 
at  present  we  have  no  means  of  prevent- 
ing this.  I  therefore,  with  some  con- 
fidence, commend  this  clause  to  the 
House  as  one  well  worthy  of  its 
acceptance. 

Clause  (Local  Authorities  may  require 
medical  practitioners  to  furnish  list  of 
patients,) — {Mr.  Stephent,) — ^brought  up, 
and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

•(1.55.)    Me.  WINTEBBOTHAM:   I 
cannot    think   that   the    hon.    Gentle- 
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man  opposite  has  moved  this  clause 
Bsrioaslj.  There  are,  doubtless,  a  certain 
number  of  people  who  dislike  the  Bill, 
and  this  proposal  would  seen  to  have 
been  put  forward  l^  them  as  a  sort  of 
reduUio  ad  absurdum.  I  happen  to 
reside  in  a  dairy  country,  the  Tale 
of  Berkeley,  a  very  important  dairy 
district,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to 
ascertain  the  views  of  the  dairy  farmers 
in  that  part  of  the  Kingdom  on 
.this  subject,  and  in  reply  to  what 
has  already  been  said  on  this  point  I 
have  to  say  that  I. have  not  heard  a 
single  word  against  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  this  Bill.  On  the  contrary,  all 
respectable  people  engaged  in  dairy 
farming  appear  to  approve  of  the 
measure,  and  think  that  the  only 
people  it  would  hit  are  those  who 
deserve  to  be  hit.  But  I  would  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  whether  he 
means  seriously  to  argue  that  medical 
men  are  to  go  about  clean  shaved  and 
without  any  clothes  ?  If  so,  I  recommend 
him  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  regulate  the 
Medical  Profession.  That,  however,  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Milk  Bill,  and  I 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  put 
the  House  to  the  trouble  of  dividing 
on  a  proposal  which  I  really  cannot  look 
upon  as  anything  but  a  joke. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

(1.58.)  Amendment  proposed,  in  page 
1,  line  14,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
"  cowshed,"  to  the  end  of  line  18. — (Mr. 
John  Kelly.') 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mb.  lees  KNOWLES  :  I  am  sorry 
to  say  I  cannot  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member's  proposal. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

*Mr.  KELLY :  I  have  now  to  move 
the  omission  from  line  22,  page  3,  of 
the  word  "two,"  in  order  to  insert 
the  word  "  four."  I  hope  the  hon.  Gten- 
tleman  in  charge  of  this  Bill  will  see  his 
way  to  the  acceptance  of  this  proposal ; 
as  otherwise,  seeing  how  generally  the 
provisions  must  affect  the  poorer  mem- 
bers of  the  community,  they  must  com- 
mit all  sorts  of  offences  owing  to  their 
Mr.  Winterbotham 


remaining  in  absolute  ignorance  of  these 
having  been  created  by  the  Act. 

Mr.  lees   KNOWLES :  I  agree  to 
the  hon.  Ctentleman's  Amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

•Mb.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea) :  I  beg, 
Sir,  to  move  that  Clause  4  be  omitted. 

•De.  FARQUHABSON  :  I  must  pro- 
test E^;ainst  the  omission  of  this  clause.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  in  assenting  to  Hs- 
omission  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  chai^ 
of  the  Bill   has  yielded   to  a  pressure 
which  is  absolutely  irresistible  ;  but  if 
he  feels  compelled  to  throw  Jonah  over- 
board in  order  to  save  his  ship,  it  occurs 
to  me  that  Jonah  is,  in  reality,  the  best 
part  of  his  cargo,  and  that  if  this  clause 
and  Clause  6,  which  I  understand  is  also 
to  be  omitted,  are  both  to  be  withdrawn, 
the  Bill  will  be  rendered  practically  use- 
less.    I  should  be  glad  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  in  charge  of  the  measure  would  give 
us  some  reasons  for  the  withdrawal  of 
these  clauses.  Last  year,  on  a  Bill  relating 
to  notification  of  infectious  diseases,  it  was- 
predicted,  as  is  predicted  with  regard  to 
this  measure,  tlu^t  the  di£Giculties  in  the 
way  of  working  the  measure  will  prac- 
tically render   it   inoperative ;  but  that 
measure  having  been  passed,  the  difScol- 
ties  predicted    with  regard  to  it  have 
altogether     disappeared,   and    I    have 
not  the  least  doubt  that    if    this  mea- 
sure  were  passed  in  its  present  form 
the  objections    now  urged    against   it 
would  also  disappear.     I  think  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  I  speak  with  some 
little  authority  on  this  matter,  because, 
as  a  Member  of  a  Committee  dealing 
with   matters    of  this    kind    for    some 
years,  it  is  within  my  knowledge  that 
since  the  year  1882  something  like  30 
localities  have  adopted    the  provisions 
dealing  with  the  inspection  of  milk  out- 
side of  particular    districts,    while   19 
other     localities     have    adopted    those 
clauses  inside  the  districts.     I    should 
have  liked  to  have   heard  some  specific 
arg^nments    or    reasons    of    a   practical 
nature   showing  that    these    provisions 
have  pressed  harshly  and  done  harm  to- 
the  nulk  trade.     I  do  not  desire  to  say 
more  at  the   present  moment,  because  I 
regard  what  I    have    already    said   as- 
something  in   the  nature  of  a  funeral 
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oration  on  this  meastire,  shouId.theBe  two 
daiises  be  omitted. 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT  :  Having  had  some 
practical  experience  in  regud  to  the 
question  of  milk  supply,  as  famished 
from  carts  perambulating  the  streets,  I 
maj  state  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
milk  thus  sold  is  supplied  to  persons 
whose  names  and  addresses  daorymen 
know  nothing  of.  To  attempt  to  lay  down 
a  role  requiring  that  these  names  and 
addresses  should  be  supplied  by  the 
dairymen  to  the  Local  Authorities  would 
be  to  attempt  an  impossibility. 

*Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  think  my  hon. 
Friend  has  done  well  in  proposing  to 
omit  this  clause  which,  taking  it  as  a 
■whole,  it  would  be  hardly  possible  to 
work.  An  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has 
spoken  of  the  omission  of  this  clause  as 
the  throwing  OTerboard  of  Jonah.  Doubt- 
less the  hon.  Member  is  well  versed  in 
scriptural  history,  and  he  will  therefore 
remember  that  the  throwing  overboard 
of  Jonah  was  not  the  end  of  that  indi- 
Tidnal's  career.  We  are  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  insert  hereafter  some 
provision  that  will  practically  compensate 
for  the  omission  of  this  clause.  ' 

Mb.  STEPHENS:  I  should  like  to 
add  to  what  has  been  stated  by  an  hon. 
Member  opposite  that  not  only  do  the 
milkmen's  customers  vary  from  day  to 
day,  but  the  milk  supply  itself  is  of  a 
variable  character,  which  fact  alone 
would  furnish  a  cause  of  considerable 
difficulty. 

Mb.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.):  I 
am  quite  convinced  that  in  many  parts 
of  the  Metropolis  this  clause  would  be 
entirely  unworkable.  In  the  poorer  and 
more  crowded  districts  the  sellers  of 
milk  have  not  the  slightest  idea  of  the 
names  or  addresses  of  the  persons  they 
supply. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
Clause  4  be  omitted," — agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  to 
leave  out  Clause  6. — (Mr.  John  Kelly.) 

Question  proposed  "  That  the  words, 

'  Whenever  it  shall  be  certified  to  the  Local 
Authority^  by  the  medical  officer  of  health  that 
U  U  dedrable,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the 
nwti  of  infectious  diaease,'  atand  part  of  the 
ML" 


Db.  FARQUHARSON:  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  the  Bill  will  be  a  much 
better  measure  if  this  clause  were 
retained.  If  a  person  having  scarlet 
fever  in  the  house  sends  articles  of  linen 
to  a  public  laundry  without  having  disin- 
fected them  the  disease  may  spread  like 
wildfire ;  whereas  if  a  doctor  or  Medical 
0£Scer  of  Health  has  reasonable  suspicion 
that  a  person  having  an  infectious  disease 
in  his  family  is  sending  clothes  to  a 
particular  laundry  he  would  warn  the 
laundry  proprietor  not  to  admit  them. 
until  they  had  been  properly  disinfected. 
Both  the  public  and  the  laundry  pro- 
prietor would  benefit  by  this  arrange- 
ment. 

•Sib  WALTER  FOSTER :  I  think  it 
would  be  much  better  if  this  clause  were 
retained.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Ritchie)  say  that 
he  looked  forward  to  the  time  when 
some  such  provision  might  be  adopted. 
I  do  not  like  this  tentative  method  of 
proceeding  in  matters  affecting  the  lives 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people,  and 
I  must  say  that  I  regani  it  as  un- 
worthy of  a  strong  Government. 
We  ought,  in  regard  to  these 
laundries,  to  have  the  courage  of  our 
convictions ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  cannot  see 
that  the  difficulty  of  carrying  out  thia 
clause  is  nearly  as  great  as  that  which 
belongs  to  the  case  of  the  retail  milk- 
dealer.  As  it  is,  many  a  laundry  is. 
ruined  by  the  fact  that  infected  clothea 
are  sent  'to  it  by  some  unscrupu- 
lous customer.  This  clause  might  be 
amended,  so  as  to  prevent  that  kind  of 
thing  to  a  great  extent,  by  giving  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  reasonable  con- 
trol over  the  laundries.  In  omitting 
this  clause  the  Government  are  shovring 
a  timidity  which,  I  repeat,  is  unworthy 
of  them,  at  any  rate  from  a  scientific  point 
of  view,  however  commendable  it  may 
appear  to  them  from  a  political  point  of 
view. 

Mb.  H.  LAWSON  (St.  Panoras,  W.)  : 
I  desire  merely  to  say  that  I  gather  from 
my  constituents  there  is  very  little  local 
opposition  to  this  particular  clause,  at 
any  rate  the  opposition  to  it  is  certamly 
not  so  considerable  nor  of  the  same 
character  as  that   which  was  directed 
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against  ClauBe  4,  whicli  Iieib  already  been 
strack  oat.  I  trust  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  stick  to  the 
clause. 

The  secretary  to  the  La 
CAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Long,  Wilts,  Devizes)  :  I  desire  to  point 
oat  that  whatever  may  have  been  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  mj  hen. 
Friend  to  consent  to  the  omission  of  this 
clanse  hon.  Members  opposite  are  hardly 
justified  in  reflecting  on  the  action  of  the 
Government.  I  am  glad  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Sir  W.  Foster)  is  of 
opinion  that  the  Government  is  a  strong 
Government ;  but  I  can  assure  him  that 
the  coarse  he  objects  to  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  action  of  the  Government. 

(2.15.)  Mb.  LEBSKNOWLESiItia 
absolutely  and  entirely  a  private  Mem- 
ber's Bill,  and  knowing  the  difficulty  of 
getting  a  private  Member's  Bill  through 
the  House,  and  knowing  that  if  I  kept 
Clauses  i  and  6  in  my  Bill  it  would 
delay  the  measure,  I  agreed  to  throw 
them  over. 

Mb.  STEPHENS:  The  hon.  Member 
has  evidently  not  received  so  many  com- 
munications as  I  have  ;  perhaps,  because 
the  people  touched  are  feebler  persons. 
The  Amendment  which  I  have  just  put 
down  upon  the  Paper  would  lock  up 
the  infected  place  and  destroy  the  in- 
fection upon  tiie  spot.  Infect^  clothes 
flcrubbed  and  washed,  the  water  passing 
through  the  sewers,  all  of  which  are 
leaky,  would  spread  the  infection. 
The  object  of  my  Amendment  was  to 
prevent  that.  I  am  very  glad,  however, 
that  the  hon.  Member  has  had  the 
wisdom  to  withdraw  the  clause. 

(2.17.)  Db.  CAMERON:  I  hope 
there  will  be  a  Division  against  the  ex- 
clusion of  this  clause,  because  laundries 
are  on  a  different  footing  to  dairies. 
Disease  might  be  propagated  from  a 
dairy,  and  it  would  t^e  a  week 
before  yoa  could  ascertain  how  the 
disease  had  originated.  It  obviously 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Authori- 
ties, pending  the  obtaining  of  the 
information,  to  warn  the  customers  of  the 
dairy,  and,  therefore,  the  business  of  the 
dairy  would  be  injuriously  affected.  I 
can  quite  understand  the  opposition  of 
the  dairy  keepers.  But  the  laundry  is 
Mr.  H.  Laivaon 


on  an  entirely  different  footing.  The 
list  of  customers  would  enable  the  autho- 
rities to  trace  the  disease.  Take,  for 
example,  the  disease  of  diphtheria.  Its 
discoverer  traced  the  infection  to  certain 
sores  which  had  been  thought  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  diptheria.  Let  vs 
suppose  that  the  clothes  of  a  person 
suffering  from  an  almost  chronic  form  of 
diphtheria  go  to  the  laundry,  and  an  out- 
break of  the  disease  occurs  among  the 
people  of  the  laundry.  The  medical 
officers  hears  of  the  outbreak,  and  he 
goes  to  the  laundry  and  obtains  a  list  of 
the  customers,  and  in  that  way  is  en- 
abled to  focus  the  infection.  Such  a 
coarse  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
laondry.  people  and  of  the  customers.  I 
hope  a  Division  will  be  taken  against  the 
omission  of  the  clause. 

(2.20.)  Mb.  BAUMANN:  The 
hon.  Member  for  St.  Pancras,  living  in 
the  centre  of  London,  where  there  are 
not  many  laundries,  may  not  have 
had  80  many  communications  on  this 
subject  as  have  Members  representing 
the  suburban  districts  of  London.  The 
person  who  is  to  be  punished  for  the 
spread  of  disease  through  infected  linen 
is  not  the  laundryman  but  the  individual 
who  sends  it.  A  laundryman  might  be 
absolutely  ruined  through  the  ignorance 
or  carelessness  of  some  householder  if 
this  clause  were  adopted.  I  can  tell  the 
House  this,  that  there  is  great  consterna- 
tion in  some  of  the  suburban  districts  of 
London  with  regard  to  this  clause,  which, 
I  am  perfectly  certsdn,  would  inflict 
very  serious  injury,  if  not  ruin,  upon  a 
large  number  of  my  constituents.  liieTe- 
fore,  I  do  hope  tiiat  the  House  will 
support  my  hon.  Friend  in  cutting  this 
clause  out  of  the  Bill. 

(2.22.)  Me.  LEVESON  GOWEE 
(Stoke-upon-Trent) :  It  is  desirable  to 
trace  the  infection  to  its  place  of  origin, 
so  that  punishment  may-be  inflicted  and 
steps  taken  to  prevent  its  spread.  For 
these  reasons  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
will  proceed  to  a  Division. 

•(2.23.)  Me.  WINTBRBOTHAM  :  If 
you  carry  a  clause  of  this  sort  it  will 
press  heavily  upon  a  number  of  poor 
washerwomen,  who  would  be  much 
bothered  if  they  had  to  supply  a  list  of 
their  customers  to  the  Local  Anthoritiy.  It 
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would  have  the  e£Eect  of  malring  this 
Bill,  -which  is  a  good  Bill,  very  nnpopnlar 
indeed.  Clause  7  (which  it  is  not  intended 
to  withdraw)  gives  the  Local  Authority 
fnll  power  to  cleanse  aad  disinfect  in- 
fected articles,  and  it  conld  be  better 
and  more  easily  done  under  this  super- 
vision. Clause  6,  therefore,  is  unnecessary 
and  grand-motherly  in  its  operation,  and 
woald  have  the  effect  of  creating  an 
agitation  against  the  Bill. 

•(2.25.)  Mb.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  • 
If  there  be  a  Division  I  certainly  shall 
feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  for  the 
retention  of  the  clause,  and  I  would 
point  out  that  all  these  provisions 
are  optional.  Swansea,  Scarborough, 
Newport,  and  Stockton,  places  wholly 
different  from  each  other,  have,  last 
year,  adopted  this  clause  in  their  Local 
Acts.  If  the  clause  is  kept  in  the 
Bill,  it  will  be  wholly  within  the 
discretion  of  the  Authorities  whether 
they  adopt  it  or  not.  If  they  decide  to 
do  so,  they  can  adopt  it  by  the  simple 
process  of  passing  a  Ilesolution,.instead  of 
being  put  to  the  expense  of  getting  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  I  think  the  House 
onght  to  give  the  Authorities  power  to 
adopt  the  clause  by  resolution. 

•(2.29.)  Mb.  KELLY :  If  this  clause 
is  passed  it  will  do  no  good,  and  will 
canse  the  greatest  difficulty  among 
laandrymen.  The  laundry  men  are 
entitled  to  be  protected  against  the 
criminal  recklessness  of  those  who  send 
them  infected  clothing,  but  this  clause 
will  not  give  them  any  such  protection. 
A  man  told  me  only  two  days  ago  that 
he  received  some  wet  soiled  clothes  which 
he  knew  at  once  came  from  an  infected 
honse,  and  he  found  on  inquiry  that 
th^re  was  an  infectious  disease  in  the 
house  from  which  they  had  come.  It 
was  necessary  that  laundrymen  and 
their  workpeople  should  have  pro- 
tection s^alnst  reckless  or  ignorant 
householders  who  send  infected  clothes 
to  the  laundry.  But  this  clause  would  not 
afford  that  protection,  while  it  'would 
min  absolutely  a  number  of  laundries. 
If  it  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical 
Officer,  desirable  that  he  should  have  a 
list  of  the  customers  of  some  poor  un- 
happy laundryman,  he  will  obtain  it 
as  a  matter  of  course.  Having  obtained 
this  list,  the   Medical   Officer  may   go 


round  to  these  customers.  •  He  may  go 
to  a  house,  and,  the  husband  being  away 
from  home,  may  see  the  lady,  who  may 
ask  him,  "  To  what  am  I  indebted  for 
this  visit?"  He  would  answer,  "lam 
Medical  Officer  for  Kensington,  and  I 
want  to  know  if  you  have  any  infections 
disease  in  yonr  house  f  The  lady  would 
say,  "We  have  no  infections  disease 
here  ;  if  we  had  we  should  have  notified 
it  in  the  regular  way."  And  she  will  ask 
how  the  rumour  could  have  been  spread 
about  that  there  being  any  one  there 
suffering  from  infectious  disease.  She 
would  learn  that  her  name  and  address 
had  been  given  by  her  laundryman, 
when  to  protect  not  only  her  choldren 
but  also  the  servants  and  everyone  in 
the  house,  she  would  instantly  receive 
instructions  that  that  laundryman  was 
not  to  be  employed  again.  I  maintain 
that  this  proposal  would  certainly  perse- 
cute some  poor  small  laundrymen  out  of 
existence.  The  hon.  Member  for  St. 
Pancras  says  he  has  received  no  commu- 
nications from  laundrymen  on  this 
subject.  But  the  reason  for  that  is 
obvious.  Very  few  of  these  persons  can 
read,  and  not  one  in  a  hundred  knows 
that  this  clause  is  hanging  over  them. 
I  wotdd  entreat  the  House  not  to  rush 
blindly  into  this  matter.  This  clause 
has  never  been  considered.  It  was  passed 
a  few  minutes  after  12  o'clock  in  an 
empty  House,  and  I  would  put  it  to  hon. 
Members  whether,  at  the  instigation  of 
the  Member  for  Wigan,  they  ought  to 
put  the  laundrymen  all  over  the  country 
to  these  terrible  risks?  It  is  aU 
very  well  to  say  that  these  powers  are 
given  in  local  Acts  relating  to  such 
places  as  Cheltenham  and  Scarborough. 
We  have  no  control  over  these  Acts. 
One  of  them  has  over  100  clauses,  and  I 
would  ask  if  it  can  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected of  us  that  we  should  wade  all 
through  these  Acts  to  find  out  if  there 
are  such  proposals  as  these  contained  in 
them  1  We  know  that  not  long  ago,  in 
a  private  Bill,  dealing  ostensibly  with 
the  regulation  of  a  port,  there  was  a 
clause  inserted  to  forbid  processions 
through  the  streete,  and  that  the  inser- 
tion of  such  a  clause  in  a  local  Bill  of 
the  kind  was  generally  condemned.  I 
submit  that  the  principle  under  discus- 
sion should  be  resisted  in  the  present 
instance,  and  I  protest  against  the  tact 


Digitized  by 


Google 


603         Infecticma  Diseases 


{COMMONS} 


{Prevention)  BUI.        604 


that  it  is  already  recognised  in  a  private 
Bill,  being  used  as  an  argument  for  its 
recognition  in  a  public  measure. 

(2.36.)  Mb.  ESSLEMONT:  I  depre- 
cate the  passing  of  this  clause,  because, 
unless  it  is  compulsory  and  penal,  it  will 
be  of  no  use  whatever  ;  and  if  jon  make 
it  compulsory  and  penal  it  will  be 
oppressive  and  tyrannical.  It  is  not  that 
we  do  not  wish  to  see  everything  that  is 
possible  done  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infectious  disease,  but  it  is  because  we 
believe  that  it  would  prove  embarrassing 
and  irritating,  and  inflict  injury  on  an 
industry,  that  we  oppose  the  clause. 
What  we  have  to  do  is  to  see  that  the 
medical  officer  shall  compel  parties  to 
refrain  from  sending  infected  clothes  to 
public  laundries,  and  if  he  does  his  duty 
he  can  do  that  without  exercising  such 
tyrannous  powers  as  those  proposed 
upon  the  conductors  of  laundries.  It 
would  be  an  enormous  tax  on  the  time 
of  the  laundryman  to  have  to  supply 
lists  of  his  customers  from  day  to  day. 
I  trust  that  without  a  great  deal  more 
careful  consideration  and  discussion  this 
clause,  which,  after  all,  is  not  to  be  com- 
pulsory, will  not  be  passed. 

(2.40.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
35 ;  Noes  166.— (Div.  List,  No.  129.) 

Remaining  words  of  clause  omitted. 

•(2.49.)  Mr.  KELLY:  I  would  point 
'out  that  this  clause  is  the  same  as  Clause 
31  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill,  which  is  down  on  the  Orders 
for  to-day,  save  that  that  clause  is  better 
and  more  perfect.  I  would,  therefore, 
invite  the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  to  withdraw  the  clause. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  to 
leave  out  Clause  7. — {Mr.  John  Kelly.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
•where  the  Local  Authority  are  of 
opinion '  stand  part  of  the  Bill.' 

(2.50.)  Me.  LEES  KNOWLES :  This 
clause  applies  to  London,  and  the  one 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers  in  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill 
does  not. 

•(2.50.)  Me.  KELLY:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  mistaken.     The  clause  I  refer  to 
is  not  in  that  part  of  the  Bill  from  the 
Mr.  Kelly 


application  of  which   the  administrative 
County  of  London  is  exempted. 

(2.50.)  Mb.  LEES  KNOWLES :  Snp- 
posing  the  hon.  Member  is  right,  if  this 
clause  is  passed  the  Local  Authoriiy  may 
not  avail  itself  of  its  use.  It  may  t^e  its 
remedy  under  the  ordinary  law. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made'. 

•(2.53.)  Mb.  KELLY  :  I  now  have  to 
move  in  Clause  9,  line  31,  after  the  word 
"  mortuary  "  to  insert  the  words  "or  in 
a  room  not  used  at  the  time  as  a 
dwelling-place,  a  sleeping-place,  or  a 
work-room."  It  will  be  perfectly  obvioos 
to  the  House  that  men  in  the  middle  or 
upper  classes  will  not  have  the  slightest 
difficulty  in  getting  a  medical  practi- 
tioner to  give  them  the  necessary  certi- 
ficate, and  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
very  hard  that  the  body  of  & 
poor  child  should  be  taken  to  the 
mortuary  while  the  body  of  a 
child  of  rich  parents  should  be  allowed 
to  remain  iji  the  parents'  house.  Have 
hon.  Membeirs  any  notion  of  what  a 
mortuary  is  ?  I  can  only  say  that  of  all 
the  horrid  sights  I  have  ever  seen  the 
sight  that  greets  the  eye  in  a  mortuary 
is  one  of  the  most  terrible.  I  cannot  see 
why  we  should  make  any  distinction 
between  rich  and  poor.  It  will  be  very 
hard  for  the  loving  mother  to  allow  the 
body  of  her  child  to  go  to  the  mortuary, 
and  all  the  harder  when  she  knows  that 
her  wealthier  neighbours  can  easily  avoid 
such  a  sacrifice. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  4,  line  31,  after  the  word  "mor- 
taary  "  to  insert  the  words  "or  in  a  room  not 
used  at  the  time  as  a  dwelling-place,  a  sleepmg- 
place,  or  a  work-ioom." — (Hr.  John  KtUy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

•(2.55.)  Me.  RITCHIE :  I  am  bound 
to  say  I  think  this  clause  seems  rather 
too  stringent,  and  might  operate  in  a 
way  my  hon.  Friend  would  not  wish, 
especiaUy  in  the  case  of  the  poorer 
classes.  On  the  whole,  I  think  there 
ought  to  be  some  limitation  in  the  nature 
of  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gbntleman. 
There  ought  to  be  a  duty'  imposed  on  the 
Local  Authority  to  make    persons  ao 
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qnainted  with  the  obligations  incarred 
nnder  this  BilL  It  is  clear  that  they  are 
of  an  extremely  onerons  character,  and, 
therefore,  some  provision  should  be  in- 
serted by  which  adequate  notice  is  given 
to  honseholders  of  the  scope  of  the  Bill, 
80  that  it  may,  as  fax  as  possible,  be 
carried  out  witiiout  the  penalty  of  a 
fine. 

Me.  STEPHENS :  I  think  the  Amend- 
ment should  be  enlarged,  so  as  to  provide 
that  a  room  so  used  shall  not  be  oon- 
tignous  to  any  room  used  as  a  dwelling- 
place,  a  sleeping-place,  or  a  working-place. 
The  hon.  Member  says  the  Ameninent 
is  intended  for  the  relief  of  the  poorer 
dasses ;  bat  they  are  exactly  the  persons 
who  would  not  be  likely  to  possess  this 
accommodation.  Though  it  is  a  very 
pamfnl  thing  to  send  a  dead  relative  to 
the  mortuary,  yet  I  do  hope  we  shall 
never  consent  to  have  burials  immedi- 
ately after  death,  or  what  appears  to  be 
death,  because  we  know  that  in  Paris 
there  have  been  many  terrible  occur- 
tenoes,  especially  in  cases  of  infections 
disease,  in  consequence  of  the  system  of 
rapid  burial. 

•Mb.  KELLY :  1  thank  my  right  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Ritchie)  for  his  speech,  and 
will  withdraw  the  Amendment.  In  the 
interests  of  the  poor  I  do  hope  he  will 
not  lose  sight  of  the  promise  he  has 
made. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 
•(3.3.)  Mb.  KELLY:  With  reference 
to  Claase  14,  I  am  afraid  many  poor 
people  will  commit  offences  nnder  the 
Act  without  knowing  it.  In  this  clause 
a  popular  word  of  doubtful  meaning  is 
introduced.  We  know  what  infectious 
natter  is ;  bat  we  do  not  know  what  in- 
fectious "  rubbish"  is.  In  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wigan  (Mr.  F.  S. 
Powell)  there  was  a  clause  about  offensive 
matter,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
why  that  clause  has  been  abandoned.  I 
formally  move  the  omission  of  this 
chose. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6,  to 
leave  out  Claase  14.— (3/r.  John  Kelly.) 

Me.  LEES  KNOWLES :  I  tUnk  the 
lion.  Member's  point  about  "  rubbish  "  is 


rather  a  small  one.  It  is  not  I  bat  the 
Committee  who  are  responsible  for  the 
word. 
•Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL :  As  to  the  clause 
which  formerly  stood  in  my  Bill,  it  was 
struck  out  after  the  consideration  of  this 
Bill  in  Committee,  in  order  to  avoid 
having  the  same  provision  in  two  Bills, 
and  for  no  other  reason. 

(3.6.)  Me.  STEPHENS :  I  would  ask 
the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
whether  he  cannot  provide  that  this 
infections  matter  or  rubbish  should  be 
burned.  There  is  nothing  certain  about 
the  process  of  disinfection  as  now  per- 
formed. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(3.7.)  Mr.  M.  KENNY  :  I  move  to 
omit  the  word  "  rubbish  "  and  to  insert 
the  word  "matter."  "Rubbish"  is  a 
word  unknown  to  the  law,  and  I  would 
point  out,  also,  that  if  it  is  previously 
disinfected  it  is  not  infectious  rubbish. 
I  think  the  best  course  would  be  to  drop 
the  claase  altogether.  At  all  events,  it 
might  be  put  into  a  proper  and  legal 
shape. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6,  line 
14,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  rubbish  "  and 
insert  the  word  "matter." — (Mr.  M, 
Kenny.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  rubbish  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

•(3.8.)  Me.  RITCHIE :  I  may  point 
out  that  this  is  not  by  any  means  a  new 
word  in  an  Act  of  Parliament.  In  the 
Stockton-on-Tees  Extension  Bill,  passed 
last  Session,  this  very  expression  "  infec- 
tions rubbish  "  occurs.  

*(3.9.)  Sir  WALTER  FOSTER:  In 
any  Bill  of  this  kind  it  is  very  desirable 
that  we  should  insist  on  the  most  perfect 
way  of  destroying  infectious  matter,  and 
if  some  further  provision  can  be  made  to 
this  effect  it  will  add  greatly  to  the  value 
of  the  Bill.  We  want  the  public  to  learn 
that  the  best  way  to  get  rid  of  infections 
matter  is  to  destroy  it  thoroughly  by  fire. 
If  we  insert  such  a  provision  we  shall 
add  vastly  to  the  value  of  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Me.  LEES  KNOWLES :  I  hope  the 
Hoose  will  now  allow  the  Bill  to  be 
read  a  third  time. 
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Question,    "That    the     Bill  be   now 
read  a  third  time,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DIEECTORS*  LIABILITY  BILL.— (No.  300.) 
As  amended  by  the   Standing  Com- 
mittee, considered. 

(3.11.)  Sib  H.  DAVEY  (Stockton)  :  In 
the  absence  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  ior  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler),  I  b^  to  move  the  first  Amend- 
ment standing  in  his  name.  That 
Amendment  is  to  leave  out  from  "  time," 
in  line  14,  page  1,  to  "shall,"  in  line  15. 
Theresult  of  the  Amendment  would  be 
to  leave  out  the  words  "  and  every 
person  who  has  authorised  or  is  respon- 
sible for  the  issue  of  the  prospectus  or 
notice."  The  House  will  observe  that 
the  clause  proposes  that  where  a  pros- 
pectus or  notice  inviting  persons  to  sub- 
scribe shares  and  so  forth  is  issued, 
every  person  who  is  a  director  of  the 
company  at  the  time  of  the  issue  of  the 
prospectus  or  notice,  and  every  person 
named  in  the  prospectus  or  notice, 
who  has  ever  agreed  to  become 
a  director,  is  liable  for  any  loss 
occasioned  by  a  misstatement.  Fur- 
ther on  the  clause  proposes  to.  extend 
that  liability  to  every  person  who  has, 
however  indirectly,  anthoribed  or  made 
himself  responsible  for  the  issue  of  the 
prospectus.  These  words  go  far  beyond 
the  earlier  part  of  the  clause,  and  far 
beyond  what  I  submit  to  the  House 
is  in  accordance  with  sound  principle. 
It  may  be  that  a  director  who  under- 
takes to  issue,  or  to  make  himself 
responsible,  for  a  prospectus  inviting 
BulKcriptions  to  shares,  or  debentures,  or 
debenture  stock  should  be  liable  for  any 
mis-statement  in,  the  prospectus,  but  to 
say  that  every  person  who  authorises 
the  issue  of  such  a  prospectus  should  be 
liable  seems  to  throw  the  net  too  wide. 
I  can  conceive  many  cases  in  which  per- 
sons who  have  authorised  the  issue  of  a 
prospectus  may  not  be  in  any  way  legally 
or  morally  responsible  for  the  statements 
contained  in  it.  There  ore  bankers  in 
the  City  of  London  who  sometimes  allow 
instalments  of  share  moneys — payments 
on  application  or  allotment-— to  be  made  to 
them  on  behalf  of  a  company.  It  may 
be  said  they  authorise  the  issueof  the  pros- 


pectus, and  I  think  no  one  will  venture 
to  say  that  either  morally  or  legally 
they  ought  to  be  made  responsible  for 
the  truth  of  the  statements  contained  in 
the  prospectus. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
14,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  "  tim«," 
to  the  word  "shall,"  in  line  15.— (5tr 
Horace  Davey.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

•(3.16.)  Mb.  WARMINGTON  (Mon- 
mouth, W.) :  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend  wiU 
not  press  this  Amendment ;  indeed,  I  did 
not  understand,  from  communication 
I  had  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Wolverhampton, 
that  this  Amendment  was  not  to  be 
proposed.  Again,  this  matter  was 
discussed  before  the  Committee  on 
Trade,  and  it  was  considered  by  that 
Committee  that  these  words  ought  to  be 
maintained.  There  are  many  cases 
which  come  before  the  Courts  in  which 
the  person  who  is  really  responsible  for 
a  prospectus  is  neither  a  Director  nor  an 
officer  of  the  company  at  all.  Why  should 
not  a  man  be  liable  for  that  for  which  he 
is  responsible  ?  ,  These  words  were  in- 
serted and  retained  by  the  Committee  to 
meet  the  case  of  persons  who,  not  being 
Directors  or  ofEtcers  of  the  company,  are 
yet  responsible  for  the  issue  of  a  pro- 
spectus, and,  in  consequence,  responsible 
also  for  the  statements  therein  contained. 

•Mb.  BARING  (London)  :  I  hope  these 
words  will  be  retained.  They  were  very 
well  discussed  by  the  Committee  upstairs, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  instance  of  a 
banker  who  receives  subscriptions  or 
instalments  will  apply.  If,  however,  a 
banker  issued  a  prospectus  it  is  desirable 
that  he  should  be  liable. 

•(3.20.)  Sib  J.  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni- 
versity)  :  I  submit  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
difference  between  the  words  "authorised 
or  "  and  "  being  responsible  for."  Almost 
every  company  which  is  formed  in 
London  or  elsewhere  has  shares  received 
by  some  banker,  who,  therefore,  might 
be  said  to  have  authorised  the  issue  of 
the  prospectus.  I  think  it  would  be 
a  gpreat  injustice  that  any  doubt 
should  be  allowed  to  remain  on  this 
point.       My  hon.   and  learned   Friend 
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lias  argued  that  if  we  confine  it  to  Direc- 
tors we  may  allow  those  who  are  really 
responsible  to  escape  altogether.  This  is 
not  merely  a  question  of  Directors. 
There  are  medical  officers  and  others 
whose  names  cannot  appear  on  a  pro- 
spectus without  authorisation.  In  this 
matter  we  are  imposing  a  great  penalty, 
and,  therefore,  we  ought  to  be  clear  in 
the  language  we  use.  If  we  leave  in 
the  words  "  is  responsible  for  the  issue 
uf  the  prospectus,"  we  should  really 
meet  the  whole  case.  There  would  be  no 
teason  then  for  throwing  great  responsi- 
bilities on  persons  who  clearly  ought  not 
to  be  liable.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stockton 
that  he  should  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment, and  move  to  leave  out  the  words 
"authorised  or." 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee):  I 
think  th^  words  had  better  stand  as  they 
are.  I  received  only  this  morning  a  pro- 
spectus strongly  urging  me  to  take 
shares  in  a  company.  The  person  who 
iasaed  that  prospectus  would  not  be 
responsible  at  aU  if  these  words  were  left 
oai  I  do  not  say  these  are  the  best 
vords,  but  the  clause  can  be  re-cast  else- 
where, 

Mb.  LAWSON  (St.  Panoras,  W.): 
As  a  layman  I  ^onld  not  Uke  to 
express  an  opinion  as  to  whether 
the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  the  University  of 
London  is  objectionable  or  not.  Possibly 
the  words  "responsible  or"  might 
oorerand  include  authorisation.  Clearly, 
tile  case  the  right  hon.  Baronet  .quoted 
is  not  applicable.  He  spoke  of  a 
medical  officer  whose  name  appears  on 
s  prospectus.  I  imagine  that  a  medical 
(^oer  who  is  consulted  cannot  be  con- 
sidered to  authorise  the  issue  of  the  pro- 
spectus. But  I  object  altogether  to 
whittling  away  the  purpose  of  this  Bill. 
The  truth  is,  it  does  not  satisfy  public 
opinion;  it  does  not  go  far  enough  in 
protecting  the  public  in  these  days  where 
there  is  a  very  large  promotion  of  joint 
stock  enterprise. 

(3.25.)  Me.  MOLLOT  (King's  Co., 
Birr) :  Suppose  the  Directors  of  a  company 
caUed  a  meeting  of  shareholders  and 
asked  for  authority  to  issue  Deben- 
toie  Stock,  and  the  shareholders  gave 
mthority,  being   ignorant  of  the  real 


facts  which  alone  were  in  the  possession 
of  the  Directors,  would  the  shareholders 
be  responsible  for  any  mis-statement  P  If 
so,  that  would  be  exceedingly  hard.  I 
do  not  think  anybody  wishes  to  make 
each  individual  shareholder,  who  is  not 
responsible  in  one  case  out  of  a  thousand, 
responsible  for  the  action  of  the 
Directors. 

SiE  H.  DAVET :  Perhaps  the  House 
will  allow  me  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment, and  move,  as  suggested  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  London,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "authorised  or." 
•Thb  ATTOIINEY  GENERAL  (Sir  R. 
Wbbsteb,  Isle  of  Wight):  I  am  bound 
to  say  I  think  the  words  "  authorised 
or  "  are  important,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
tained. The  words  cover  the  main 
number  of  oases.  They  cover  the  cases 
where  persons  who  are  dealing  with  the 
prospectus  of  a  company  have  given 
authority.  I  certainly  do  not  think 
they  include  the  cases  of  bankers 
to  a  company  or  medical  officers.  If  a 
banker  is  a  promoter,  and  has  authorised 
the  issue  of  the  prospectus,  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  will  admit  he  ought 
to  be  open  to  some  liability.  I  suggest 
that  the  words  had  better  stand.  As  to 
the  point  raised  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Oentleman  the  Member  for  King's  County 
(Mr.  MoUoy),  it  will  be  seen  that  by  a 
later  clause  the  shareholders  will  have  a 
defence. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
14,  to  leave  out  the  words  "has 
authorised  or." — {Sir  Horace  Bavey.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
iroposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
ill." 

(3.30.)  Me.  R.T.RBID(Dumfries,4c.): 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  words  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  proposes  to  omit  are 
the  most  valuable  wordig  in  the  clause.  I 
fail  to  understand  why  any  person 
should  not  answer  for  the  words  of  a 
prospectus  he  has  issued.  The  purpose 
of  the  Bill  is  to  prevent  constant  swindles 
being  perpetrated  upon  the  pnbUc  by 
promoters  issuing  documents  upon  which 
their  names  do  not  appear,  and  as  regards 
which  it  is  not  easy  to  say  who  is  and 
who  is  not  in  law  responsible.     If  a  man 
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does  it  thoaghtlessly,  then  the  blame 
shonld  attach  to  him  for  his  want  of  care. 
I  should  like  to  see  erected  that  standard 
on  the  subject  which  is  contemplated  in 
the  Bill,  that  whosoever  thinks  proper  to 
be  a  party  to  the  issue  of  a  prospectus 
should  be  made  answerable  for  the  state- 
ments in  this  prospectus.  He  may  re- 
frain from  taking  part  in  the  issue,  or  he 
must  take  ordinary  pains  to  see  that 
what  is  contained  in  the  statement  is 
true. 

•(3.31.)  Mr.  BRODIEHOARE(Hamp- 
stead) :  It  seems  to  me  that  the  effect  of 
the  words  might  be  to  inflict  g^eat  hard- 
ship upon  bankers.  Promoters  bring 
out  a  prospectus  and  the  banker 
authorises  the  use  of  his  name,  but  he 
does  not,  and  cannot,  know  anything  of 
the  truth  of  statements  contained  in  the 
prospectus  ;  he  simply  relying  upon  the 
respectability  of  a  customer  authorises 
the  use  of  his  name  as  banker; 
but  with  all  deference  to  high  legal 
authority,  I  think  these  words  being 
left  in  the  Bill  might  be  interpreted 
as  making  the  banker  distinctly  liable 
for  statements  in  the  prospectus  of 
which  he  could  know  nothing. 

•(3.32.)  SiE  J.  GOLDSMID  (St.  Pan- 
eras,  S.):  These  words  were  carefully 
considered  in  the  Giand  Committee,  and 
I  think  it  is  obvious  if  you  read  the 
clause  that  each  person  is  responsible  for 
what  he  says  or  does  on  his  own 
authority.  The  particular  persons  who 
authorise  the  issue  of  the  prospectus  are 
responsible,  but  the  banker  does  not 
authorise  it.  All  that  the  banker  does 
is  to  undertake  to  perform  the  banking 
business  for  the  company,  and  he  is  only 
responsible  for  allowing  his  name  to 
appear  on  the  prospectus  as  banker.  I 
<:annot  see  how  any  man  can  be  injured 
in  his  banking  capacity  ;  he  can  only  be 
affected  if,  in  a  directorial  capacity,  he 
authorises  an  improper  prospectus.  I 
stated  upstairs,  and  I  now  repeat,  we  do 
not  wish  in  any  way  to  prevent  legiti- 
mate employment  of  capital  through  the 
means  of  Joint  Stock  Companies ;  what  we 
want  is  to  prevent  the  illegitimate 
operations  which  do  so  much  harm  to 
legitimate  enterprise.  For  this  reason 
I  support  the  retention  of  the  words. 

•(3.33.)    Sir  R.  N.  FOWLER  (Lon- 
don) :  liie  name  of  the  banker  on  the 
Mr.  R.  T.  Reid 


prospectus  is  merely  an  intimation  that 
the  account  is  kept  at  that  bank,  and  all 
that  the  banker  has  to  do  is  to  satisfy 
himself  that  those  who  open  the  account 
are  respectable  people.  There  is  much 
in  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dumfries  with  which  I 
agree  ;  bat  my  fear  is,  that  the  effect  of 
the  BUI  will  be  such  that  respectable 
men  will  be  so  alarmed  at  the  possibili- 
ties that  they  will  cease  to  lend  their 
assistance  as  Directors,  and  the  direction 
will  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  un- 
scrupulous. 
•(3.34.)  Sm  JOHN  LUBBOCK  :  The 
statements  in  regard  to  bankers  not 
being  responsible  are  satis&ictory  enough, 
but  the  Courts  are  in  no  way  guided  by 
what  takes  place  in  discussions  in  this 
House.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  bankers 
do  authorise  the  issue  of  a  prospectus  on 
which  their  names  appear;  bat  the 
banker  does  not  bring  out  the  com- 
pany, and  he  cannot  be  responsible 
for  the  statements  in  the  prospectus. 
Tet  I  cannot  help  thinking  that, 
taking  the  words  in  the  common 
acceptation,  anyone  who  has  consented 
to  act  as  banker  might  be  said  to 
have  authorised  and  may  be  held  respon- 
sible for  the  prospectus.  I  should  like 
to  ask  my  legal  friends  what  is  the 
distinction  in  meaning  between  the 
words  "  authorised  or  "  and  "  responsible 
for "  ?  We  are  all  agreed  that  liability 
should  rest  where  the  responsibility  is, 
and  surely  that  covers  the  whole  case. 
Whom  do  we  touch  by  the  use  of  the 
word  "  authorise  "  ?  We  do  not  want  to 
make  the  banker  responsible  for  the 
prospectus  when  he  simply  acts  for  the 
company  in  the  ordinary  way  of  business. 
But  I  cannot  help  fearing  that  the 
Courts  might  interpret  tiie  Act  as 
meaning  the  banker,  because  it  might 
be  asked  why  a  distinction  should  be 
made  between  a  "person  who  has 
authorised  "  and  a  "  person  responsible  " 
for  the  prospectus  ?  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  to  carry  out  the  object  in  view 
it  would  be  wiser  and  safer  to  omit  the 
words. 

(3.36.)  Mb.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) : 
I  really  think  the  apprehension  of 
bankers  is  unfounded.  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  the  name  of  a  banker  appear- 
ing on  the  prospectus  can  make  him 
responsible   for   the    statements  in   the 
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prcBpectns.  Nor  can  I  see  how  any 
Court  can  saj  the  shareholders  are  liable 
for  the  consequences  of  an  issne  of  stock, 
it  is  the  duty  of  Directors  to  issue  the 
prospectus,  and  to  that  duty  attaches  the 
responsibility  for  the  statements  they 
publish. 

(3.37.)  Mb.  lea  (Londonderry,  S.)  : 
I  am  not  a  lawyer ;  bat  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  banker  is  not  free  from  risk, 
although  he  only  authorises  the  use  of 
his  name  on  the  prospectus.  But  it  is 
not  an  nncommon  thing  for  bankers  to 
assist  the  circulation  of  a  prospectus,  and 
80  a  banker  might  be  held  liable  for  the 
issue  to  a  customer. 

(3.38.)  Me.  MOLLOY  :  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  has  spoken  of  the  liability  of 
shareholders,  but  whatever  we  may 
think  on  the  subject  has  not  the  slightest 
importance  in  a  Court  of  Law.  If  you  look 
to  Chancery  deoisions  nnder  another  Act 
yott  will  find  that  responsibility  does 
attach  to  shareholders  ;  and  I  apprehend 
that  if  a  meeting  of  shareholders  is 
called  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
authorising  the  issue  of  a  notice  for  the 
increase  of  stock,  they  are  the  authority 
for  the  issue.  The  Attorney  General 
says  the  following  clauses  coyer  the 
point,  bat  I  have  gone  through  the  sab- 
sections  and  do  notfind  where  this  is  done. 
I  do  not  want  to  press  the  matter,  but  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  where  it  is  that 
the  action  of  shareholders  is  protected. 
It  is  easy  to  say  that  it  is  a  legal  opinion, 
bnt  we  have  distinguished  legal  authori- 
ties taking  opposite  views.  It  is  clear 
it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  that  shareholders  shall  be  liable 
for  the  penalties,  but  it  is  also  equally 
clear  that  if  shareholders  are  called 
together  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  give 
authority  to  the  Directors  or  somebody 
on  their  behalf,  a  secretary  or  accountant 
—then,  in  the  terms  of  the  Bill,  they  give 
authority  for  the  issue  of  the  notice. 
We  are  all  agreed  that  is  not  the  intention 
of  the  Bill,  but  why  cannot  some  words 
be  introduced  to  remove  all  doubt?  I  have 
very  little  faith  in  the  iinitormity  of 
decisions  of  the  Courts  ;  they  seem  to  me 
to  differ  as  mxtoh  as  anything  in  this 
world  can.  To  avoid  these  conflicting 
dediions  I  would  suggest  that  some 
words  might  be  added  to  clear  up  all 
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doubts  and  prevent  that  which  it  is  not 
intended  by  the  promoters  of  this  Bill 
should  happen. 

(3.40.)  Sm  H.  DAVBr  :  If  there  be 
any  distinction  between  the  words 
"giving  authority  for  the  issae  of  a 
prospectns  "  and  "  being  responsible  for 
the  issue,"  then  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
expressing  my  opinion  that  the  man  who 
has  given  authority  for  the  issue  should 
not  be  liable  to  action.  If  the  words 
"  person  authorised  "  add  nothing  to  the 
intention,  then  they  should  not  be  in- 
serted. I  have  listened  with  respect,  as 
I  always  do,  to  everything  that  comes 
from  the  Attorney  General  and  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Beid),  bnt  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  agree  in  their 
opinion  altogether.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  a  banker  who  has  authorised 
the  use  of  his  name  in  some  such  manner 
as  this — "such  and  such  a  bank  is 
authorised  to  receive  sabscriptions  for  so 
many  shares  in  such  and  such  a  company" 
—would  not  be  held  to  have  authorised 
the  issue  of  the  prospectns  within  the 
meaning  of  the  ckrase.  There  may  be 
danger  of  this,  and  I  cannot  conceive 
that  it  is  the  meaning  or  intention  of  the 
House  that  a  banker  in  that  position 
should  be  liable  to  an  action  for  damages. 
Again,  I  do  not  think  that  any  sufficient 
answer  has  been  given  to  my  hon. 
Friend  below  the  Gangway,  when  he 
pointed  out  that  shareholders  authorise 
the  action  of  Directors  in  issuing  stock, 
and  these  shareholders  might — I  do  not 
wish  to  go  further  —  be  held  liable 
for  damages  under  the  clause.  I  can 
find  nothing  in  the  subsequent  sub- 
sections which  would  relieve  share* 
holders  from  that  liability.  It  is  clear 
that  the  words  may  hereafter  have  a 
meaning  attached  to  them  which  is  not 
the  meaning  and  intention  of  the  House, 
and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  go  to  a  Division 
on  the  Amendment. 

•(3.43.)  Mb.  WARMINGTON:  I 
think  the  words  are  most  important,  and 
that  the  words  "has  authorised"  are 
better  than  "  is  responsible  for."  Really 
in  these  matters  we  are  bound  to  g^ve 
the  Courts  the  credit  of  the  exercise  of 
common-sense.  It  is  clear  that  the 
banker  who  places  his  name  on  a  pro- 
spectus does  so  as  indicating  that  he,  in 
2  A 
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his  ordintoj  way  of  bnainess,  reoeives 
monej  on  account  of  the  company.  He 
does  not  issue  the  prospectus,  nor  do  the 
persons  to  whom  the  prospectus  is  sent 
accept  the  statements  therein  aa  the 
statements  of  the  banker.' 

•(3.45.)  Mb.  KELLY :  The  solicitor's 
name  appears  on  the  prospectus  equally 
with  the  banker's  name,  and  it  is  not 
feared  that  the  solicitor  will  be  liable. 
If  it  were  otherwise,  that  body  would 
be  soon  up  in  arms,  as  the  solicitors 
must  be  in  a  worse  position  than  the 
bankers,  seeing  that  unlike  the  latter, 
they  would  have  distinct  knowledge 
of  the  statements  in  the  prospectus, 
and  necessarily  so,  as  in  many  cases 
the  solicitors  actually  draft  them.  The 
meaning  is  clear,  I  think ;  and  I  hope 
the  words  will  not  be  omitted,  for 
it  may  be  that  authority  can  be  proved 
where  responsibility  cannot  be  proved. 

(3.46.)  Me.  HALDANB  (Hadding. 
ton):  The  words  have  a  meaning  of 
some  kind,  or  they  should  not  be  in- 
serted, and  it  is  the  duty  of  Parliament 
to  supply  the  common-sense,  not  to  trust 
to  the  Courts  finding  it  out.  There  is  a 
section  in  the  Companies  Act  of  1867,  as 
to  which  it  has  been  said  over  and 
over  again  in  a  tone  of  pain  by 
the  Judges,  that  they  can  make  neither 
head  or  tail  of  the  meaning  of  the  Legis- 
lature. It  is  a  disputed  question 
whether  a  promoter  should  have 
to  declare  his  marriage  settlement. 
Lord  Bramwell  on  the  last  important 
case  declined  altogether  the  task  of  dis- 
covering the  common -sense  of  the 
section.  He  declared  that  if  Parliament 
did  not  make  its  meaning  clear  it  was  no 
business  of  his,  and  it  would  lead  to  con- 
fusion to  attempt  to  bring  out  what  the 
Legislature  ought  to  have  said.  Owing 
to  the  loose  drafting,  the  result  is  that 
nobody,  not  even  the  Judges,  have  any- 
thing like  a  clear  knowle^^  of  the  law. 
What  the  meaning  and  distinction  may 
be  between  "  authorised  "  and  "  respon- 
sible for,"  I  do  not  know,  and  I  decline  to 
rely  on  conjecture,  and  so  I  shall  give  my 
vote  for  the  Amendment. 

Me.    lees    KNOWLES  :    Will  the 
Attorney    General  indicate    the    words 
which  ^ord  protection  to  shareholders  P 
Mr.  Warmvngton 


•(3.48.)    Sib    B. 
arguments    which 


WEBSTER:  The 
have  been  used 
have  not  altered  the  opinion  I 
have  already  expressed.  The  words  I 
referred  to  are  to  be  found  in  the  sub- 
section which  exempts  from  habilitj 
where  there  is  reasonable  g^und  for 
believing  that  the  statements  are  true 
upon  such  examination  as  may  be  reason- 
ably required.  It  is  no  part  of  the  duty 
of  shareholders  to  mtkke  themselves 
responsible  for  the  language  the  Directors 
may  use. 

(3.49.)  Me.  BIDDULPH  (Hereford- 
shire, Boss) :  Perhaps  there  would  be  » 
solution  of  the  difficulty  in  a  clause 
exempting  from  liability  any  person 
who  authorises  his  name  to  appear  ai 
banker. 

(3.49.)  Mb.  ISAACSON  (Tower 
Hunlets,  Stepney)  :  High  •  sounding 
names  upon  a  prospectus,  as  well  as 
the  statements  therein,  are  held  up  as  in- 
ducements to  subscribers.  It  is  against 
this  the  Bill  seeks  to  guard  the  public, 
and  I  think  it  is  undesirable  to  contract 
the  security  which  the  Bill  now  provides 
by  limiting  the  liability. 

•(3.50.)  MJ.BRUNNER:  Authoriaa- 
tion  by  shareholders  is  often  very  minute, 
and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  the 
actual  words  of  a  prospectus  to  be  read  to, 
and  accepted  by,  the  shareholders,  so  that 
they  might  be  held  responsible  for  eveiy 
detail. 

•(3.51.)  Me.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  (Stock- 
port):  Even  where  this  does  not  oocnr, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  long  experience 
I  do  not  remember  such  an  instance; 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  directors 
act  as  agents  and  representatives  of 
the  shareholders,  and  they  may  have  no 
authority  except  such  as  is  directly  con- 
ferred by  the  shareholders.  The  share- 
holders, then,  may  be  held  to  be  the 
authority,  and  they  can  only  get  out  of 
the  liability  by  examining,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  verification,  all  the  statements  of 
the  directors.  Apart  from  this  objection, 
the  words  are  meaningless,  or  have  a 
meaning  one  cannot  find  out. 

•(3.52.)  Sib  E.  J.  REED  (Cardiff) : 
To  strike  out  the  words  would,  it  seems 
to  me,  take  away  responsibility  from 
those  who  derive  immediate  and  large 
advantage  from  the  floating  of  a  com- 
pany, and  fix  it  upon  the  unf  artonate 
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directors,  who  receive  nothing  but  a 
veiy  8maU  and,  more  or  less,  remote  ad- 
Tantage.  If  a  banker  or  a  solicitor  joins 
jQ  andiorising  a  prospectus,  why  should 
he  escape  aU  responsibility,  he  having 
been  largely  remunerated,  while  the 
directors  may  not  have  been  remunerated 
at  aU  fcsr  their  work  ?  Nothing  is  more 
common  than  for  directors  to  work  on 
for  months  without  any  remuneration, 
while  hanker,  solicitor,  and  others  receive 
immediate  advantage  from  what  they  do. 
The  Amendment  would,  it  seems  to  me, 
relieve  from  responsibility  those  who 
receive  the  largest  advantage  from  the 
transaction. 

(4.0.)  The  House  divided: — ^Ayes 
193;  Noes  132.— (Div.  List,  No.  130.) 

*SibJ.GOLDSMID:  The  next  Amend- 
ment raises  a  matter  of  considerable  im- 
portance. I  observed  when  the  matter 
was  before  the  Grand  Conmiittee  upstairs 
ttiat  a  man  ought  not  to  be  made  liable 
for  an  inaccurate  or  misleading  state- 
ment, as  it  is  indefinite. 

Sm  H.  DAVET :  Before  that  question 
is  discussed  1  have  an  Amendment  to 
line  17,  to  which  I  think  there  is  no 
objection.    I  b^  to  propose  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  Clause  3,  page 
1,  line  17,  to  insert  the  words  "on  the 
faith  of  such  Prospectus  or  Notice." — 
{Sir  H.  Davty.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

(114.)  Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (North- 
ampton) :  I  tiiink  it  is  doubtful  whether 
it  is  desirable  to  insert  these  words.  Hon. 
Members  must  know  that  there  have 
been  cases  in  which  persons  have  taken 
■hares  because  some  broker  or  some  'one 
else  recommended  them  to  do  so,  and 
not  because  of  the  contents  of  the  pro- 
spectus. Why  should  the  directors  be 
made  liable  in  such  a  case  as  that?  I 
believe  that  if  the  Amendment  is 
carried,  a  vast  number  of  directors  will 
he  able  to  evade  their  responsibility 
throQgh  the  inability  of  people  to  swear 
that  they  absolutely  took  jbhe  shares  on 
the  bith  of  the  prospectus. 

(4.15.)  Mb.  ISAACSON:  I  remem- 
ber a  case  in  which  a  public  company 


was  issued  with  a  subscribed  capital  of 
£1,000,000.  The  solicitor  told  me  that 
only  one  shareholder  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  go  to  his  office  to  read  over 
the  prospectus  and  ascertain  what  the 
merits  of  the  company  were,  and  that 
gentleman,  after  reading  the  prospectus, 
said  he  would  have  nothing  more  to  do 
with  the  matter.  In  a  few  months 
the  company  went  into  liquidation, 
and  the  shareholdere  lost  their 
money.  I  think  that  this  Amend- 
ment will  protect  the  public.  If  the 
House  only  knew  how  many  millions 
of  money  are  lost  through  bogus  com- 
panies, foisted  on  the  country,  owing  to 
the  specious  statements  contained  in  the 
prospectuses,  it  would  see  the  value  of 
this  Bill.  A  company  was  attempted  to 
be  foisted  on  the  public  the  other  dav  ; 
it  was  a  gold  company,  but  when  we 
matter  was  carefully  looked  into,  instead 
of  the  mine  being  rich  in  gold,  it  was 
proved  that  it  was  the  very  reverse,  and 
scarcely  any  gold  had  ever  been  taken 
from  it. 

•(4.18.)  Sm  R.  WEBSTER :  I  think 
the  words  ought  to  be  inserted,  other- 
wise this  will  be  the  result — that  per- 
sons who  never  have  seen  the  prospectus 
will,  on  observing  that  a  man  who  did 
subscribe  on  the  &ith  of  the  prospectus 
has  successfully  brought  an  action,  im- 
mediately go  into  Court,  although  they 
did  not  in  the  least  rely  on  the  pros- 
pectus. 

•(4.19.)  Me.  WARMINGTON:  Under 
the  Bill  no  person  will  be  able  to  recover 
any  damage  except  that  which  is  attri- 
buted to  the  statements  in  the  prospectus. 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

•(4.20.)  Sib  J.  GK)LDSMID :  I  now 
move  the  next  Amendment  standing  in 
my  name.  The  words  I  propose  to 
strike  out  are,  in  my  opinion,  too  indefi- 
nite, and  not  sufficiently  precise. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
18,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  inaccurate  or 
misleading,"  and  insert  the  word  "  false." 
— {Sir  Jtdian  Goldsmid.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  inaccurate  or  mtaloailiTig '  stand  part  of 
the  Bill" 
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•(4.21.)  Mb.  WARMINGTON:  I  am 
willing  to  strike  out  the  word  "  inacca- 
rate"  and  substitute  for  it  "untrue." 
"Misleading,"  however,  covers  ground 
which  ought  to  be  retained.  There  are 
many  cases  in  which  a  prospectus  is  mis- 
leading by  reason  of  what  it  does  not 
say,  but  of  what  it  does  suggest.  I 
tMnk  that  the  guppretaio  veri  is  as  dan- 
gerous as  the  bare  statoment  of  that 
which  is  false.  If  the  Amendment  is 
limited,  as  I  suggest,  I  shall  be  willing  to 
accept  it. 

•(4.22.)  Sib  J.  GOLDSMID:  I  will 
then  divide  the  Amendment  into  two 
parts. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
18,  leave  out  the  word  "inaccurate" 
and    substitute    the     word     "untrue." 

Agreed  to. 

•(423.)  Sib  J.  GOLDSMID :  I  now  move 
to  omit  the  words  "  or  misleading."  There 
are  many  statemente  which  might  be 
misleading  to  an  unintelligent  person, 
but  which  to  an  ordinary  mind  ai<e  by 
no  means  misleading.  Something  is 
required  to  qualify  the  word  "mis- 
leading." If  it  is  to  be  retained  at  all, 
it  should  be  provided,  for  instance, 
that  the  statoment  complained  of 
was  materially  misleading.  I  think, 
however,  these  words  may  well  be 
omitted.  If  a  statement  is  misleading  in 
the  sense  that  it  is  untrue,  then  that  is 
provided  for  in  the  Bill  by  the  word 
untrue  which  we  have  just  Laserted. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1, 
line  18,  to  leave  out  the  words  "or  mis- 
leading."— (Sir  Julian  Guldtmid.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  or  misleading '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

•(4.24.)  The  PRESIDENT  op  the 
BOARD  or  TRADE  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks  Beach,  Bristol,  W.) :  This  mat- 
ter was  very  fully  discussed  in  Grand 
Committee.  In  my  opinion  more  harm 
is  done  by  suppresai  veri  than  by 
stufgettio  falsi,  and  I  am  afraid  in  these 
matters  we  must  have  regard  not  merely 
to  the  persons  of  superior  intelligence, 
but  also  the  persons  of  inferior  intelli- 


gence, who  are  most  Ukely  to  be  en- 
trapped by  a  prospectus  that  does  not 
toll  the  whole  truth.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  retain  the  word. 

(4.25.)  Mb.  E.  ROBERTSON :  I  think 
that  the  word  "misleading"  has  one 
grave  defect — namely,  that  it  does  not 
describe  a  qualify  in  the  stetement  itself 
at  all,  but  describes  something  about  the 
man  who  made  it.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
exclusion  of  this  dangerous  ■word. 

•(4.26.)  Mr.  BRADLAUGH  (North. 
ampton)  :  The  words  appear  to  me  to  be 
absolutely  necessary,  and  I  shall  vote 
for  their  retontion.  I  take  it  that,  in 
deciding  whether  a  statement  was  mis- 
leading, the  question  would  be,  not 
whether  it  misled  the  individual  pkintiS 
but  whether  it  was  such  as  to  mislead  an 
average  mind.  I,  therefore,  disagree  with 
the  hon.  Member  who  last  spoke. 

(4.27.)  Sib H.  DAVEY  :  «  Misleading" 
is  a  vague  word ;  the  full  meaning  of  it 
the  House  itself  does  not  grasp.  Speak- 
ing for  myself  I  atn  absolutely  unable 
to  say  what  would  be  the  meaning 
attached  to  the  word  by  a  Court  of  Law. 
Is  it  intended  to  mean  "  misleading  in 
fact,"  or  only  "calculated  to  mislead f 
It  is  a  subjective  word,  having  reference 
not  to  the  person  who  uses  certain  lan- 
guage, but  to  the  person  to  whom  the 
language  is  addressed.  This  word  is  not 
required  in  order  to  meet  the  case  of 
suppressio  veri,  for  it  has  been  decided 
in  more  than  one  case  by  the  House  of 
Lords  that  statemente,  tiiongh  literally 
true,  are  in  fact  untrue,  owing  to  their 
not  conveying  the  whole'  tmt^.  I  sup- 
pose if  ihe  Government  are  in  &vour  of 
these  words  they  will  be  retained,  but  I 
warn  the  House  that  if  the  House  re- 
tains this  vague  word  it  will  be  the 
cause  of  increased  litigation. 

•(4.30.)  Me.  SYDNEY  GEDGE:  I 
would  appeal  to  the  Government  to  alloir 
this  question  to  be  determined  on 
argument  and  reasoning  by  the  rotes  of 
those  who  are  qualified  to  give  a  decision 
by  having  heaid  the  discussion.  In  the 
last  Division  the  Government  Whips 
sent  into  the""  Aye  "  Lobby  Members  who 
had  not  heard  the  question  argued,  and 
I  appeal  to  the  Government  not  to  pursue 
that   oonrse    now>    but   to  .allow  ikh« 
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question  to  be  decided  by  those  who  hare 
heard  the  arguments.  I  am  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  Government,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  is  necessaiy  I  should  give 
them  support  in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 

♦(4.30.)  Mb.  KIMBEE  (Wandsworth)  : 
We  have  a  definition  of  the  expression 
"nntrue statement,"  npon  high  authority, 
that  it  covers  mis-statements  of  fact  and 
omissions  of  material  tact  that  convej  a 
ftise  impression.  Every  lawyer  in  the 
House  knows  that  all  our  Courts  of  Law 
act  on  that  definition.  If  the  word  mis- 
leading is  added,  the  Courts,  in  construing 
&s  section,  will  attach  some  meaning  to 
it,  other  than  the  meaning  nntrue.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  speaks  of 
the  "average  mind,"  but  what  is  the 
average  mind?  As  represented  x>n  the 
Jury  and  among  the  witnesses,  it  might 
be  partly  in  one  direction  and  partly  in 
the  other.  Some  witnesses  would  say 
they  were  not  misled  by  a  statement, 
while  others  would  declare  they  were, 
and  the  latter  would,  however  stupid, 
jtudfy  a  verdict.  The  uncertainty  of 
the  words  would,  I  am  sure,  lead  to  an 
enormous  amount  of  litigation,  and  be  of 
detriment  to  joint  stock  enterprise,  by 
which  so  large  a  part  of  our  mercantile 
and  induatrial  business  is  now  con- 
dncted: 

•(4.31.)  Mb.  WINTERBOTHAM  : 
We  had  this  point  under  discussion  in 
Committee,  and  the  opinion  I  there 
expressed  was  that  penalties  enforced 
in  Criminal  Courts  should  be  only  for 
oiminal  actions.  A  man  may  with 
a  perfectly  honest  intention  put  his 
nune  to  a  prospectus,  in  which  a 
atatement  appears  by  which  some  indi- 
▼Mnals  may  be  misled.  I  think  the  word 
**  misleading,"  if  unqualified,  is  too  wide, 
but  I  would  not  object  to  directors  being 
made  responsible  for  anything  that  is 
''intentionally  misleading." 

•(4.32.)  Sm  B.  WEBSTER :  In  refer- 
race  to  what  has  been  said  fay  my  hon. 
Aiend  (Mr.  QeAge)  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  House  has  only  confirmed  the 
<^ion  of  the  Committee,  and  in  the 
Division  I  am  not  aware  that  any  pressure 
was  nsed  by  the  Government  to  bring 
this  about  As  to  the  point  before  us,  I 
do  not  think  it  is  neoesMUT'  to  oon- 
»>dpr,irh^«t    i*   is.  a  ."robjjecitijre" 


or  "objective "  case  ;  my  own  opinion  is 
that  it  refers  to  the  statement,  not  to 
the  person.  I  think  the  law  with  r^ard  to 
directors'  responsibilify  requires  strength- 
ening. Nine  out  of  ten  misleading  state- 
ments in  prospectuses  will,  no  doubt,  be 
cases  of  suppreasio  vert,  and  while  I  quite 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockton 
as  to  the  decisions  of  the  House  of  Lords 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  untrue," 
that  word  will  not  cover  all  cases  of 
supprettio  vert.  The  word  "  untrue " 
will  merely  make  directors  consider 
whether  what  is  stated  is  true,  without 
any  consideration  of  whether  all  that 
ought  to  be  stated  is  stated.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  retention  of  this  word 
will  impose  on  directors  any  additional 
responsibility  that  they  ought  not  to 
bear. 

(4.34.)  Mb.  LAWSON  :  The  question 
is,  Does  the  House  want  to  strengthen 
the  law  or  not  f  If  this  word  is  struck 
out,-  and  only  false  statements  are 
touched,  there  is  no  reason  for  amending 
the  law.  Our  object  is  to  get  at  the 
men  who,  either  carelessly  or  knowingly, 
allow  their  names  to  be  put  to  misleading 
statements.  There  area  number  of  g^entle- 
menof  rank  and  titlewholend  theirnames 
to  companies,  in  the  City  of  London,  and 
pocket  the  fees  as  directors,  without 
r«ally  attending  to  the  business  of  the 
undertakings  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected, and  it  is  desirable  to  make  these 
guinea-pig  directors  responsible  for  state- 
ments which  appear  over  their  names. 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  be  led  away 
by  tenderness  for  tliis  class  of  financiers. 
The  public  expect  protection  from  trans- 
actions that  really  amount  to  fraud.  I 
hope  the  word  "  misleading "  will  be 
retained. 

•(4.35.)  Sir  E.  J.  REED:  I  would 
ask  the  House  to  consider  the  question 
whether,  in  the  attempt  to  strike  at  one 
evil  by  the  use  of  this  word,  they  will 
not  be  inflicting  a  still  greater  eviL 
Suppose  promoters  sitting  round  a  table, 
and  considering  the  terms  of  a  prospectus. 
It  is  quite  possible  for  them  to  exhaust 
every  means  to  ascertain  if  the  state- 
ments set  out  are  true,  and  the  clause 
imposes  upon  them  the  obligation  of 
testing  the.  truth  of  each  statement. 
But  how  can  any  man  undertake  that 
any    paitiouiar. .  jtatement.   shall    sot 
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mislead  anjbody  who  reads  it)  In 
the  attempt  to  defend  the  community 
against  one  evil  joa  are  aboat  to  infiid; 
a  vastly  greater  evil.  I  cannot  imagine 
how  any  joint  stock  enterprise  can  pro- 
ceed if  the  private  fortone  of  every 
director  is  to  be  at  stake  in  the  event  of 
some  statement  he  conld  never  know 
would  be  misleading  being  long  years 
afterwards  judged  to  be  mislead- 
ing. I  do  not  think  that  is  what  the 
Honse  intends.  If  yon  can  find 
words  to  bring  punishment  home  to 
men  who  make  statements  intentionally 
or  recklessly  misleading  that  will  be 
justifiable.  We  none  df  ns  have  any 
sympathy  with  the  man  who  recklessly 
puts  misleading  statements  before  the 
public  for  his  own  advantage,  but  with 
a  provision  like  this  I  think  we  may  say 
good-by  to  legitimate  joint  stock  enter- 
prise. 

•(4.38.)  Me.  GROTRIAN  (Hull, 
East)  :  There  is  force  in  what  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cardiff  urges,  but  we  must 
consider  this  clause  in  connection  with 
Sub-sections  A  and  B,  and  then  I  think  it 
will  be  found  that  the  standard  is  not  at 
all  too  high,  and  the  measure  of  responsi- 
bility to  the  directors  not  too  great.  Sub- 
sections A  and  B  have  so  watered  down, 
so  diluted  the  responsibility  that  the  Bill, 
if  amended  in  the  direction  indicated, 
would  be  worth  very  little  indeed.  After 
all,  what  is  the  liability  attaching  to  a 
director  in  regard  to  untrue  or  misleading 
statements  ?  It  is  not  very  onerous,  for 
if  hon.  Members  will  refer  to  the  sub- 
sections I  have  mentioned  they  will  see 
that  he  escapes  liability  for  a  misleading 
or  untrue  statement  if  he  can  show 
that  he  made  reasonable  examination 
and  inquiiy  into  the  statement,  and  had 
reasonable  ground  for  believing,  and  did 
believe,  that  the  statement  was  true.  If 
the  statement  is  made  on  the  authorify 
of  an  expert,  he  has  simply  to  show  that 
it  was  a  correct  copy  or  extract  of  the 
Report  of  the  expert.  So,  after  all,  the 
responsibility  and  liability  of  the  direc- 
tor is  very  small,  and  if  the  word  "  mis- 
leading "  is  left  out,  that  will  so  further 
dilute  the  Bill  that  there  will  be  little 
strengthening  of  the  law  in  it.  I  would 
urge  the  House  to  accept  the  words 
M  they  stand.  The  question  was 
thoroughly  thrashed  out  in-  Committee, 
Sir  E.  J.  Reed 


and  the  oonclusion  arrived  at  was  that 
the  word  was  necessary. 

(4.42.)  Mr.  LABOUCHBRE:  I  do 
not  think  the  word  "untrue"  would 
cover  all  cases  of  guppreatio  veri.  I  would 
engage  to  write  out  a  most  enticing 
prospectus,  with  not  a  single  word  of 
untruth  in  it,  and  yet  which,  by  its 
omissions,  would  give  an  utterly  falae 
impression  of  the  actual  state  of  facts  to 
the  person  asked  to  take  shares.  For 
instance,  suppose  I  want  persons  to  taiu 
shares  in  a  nune.  A  prospectus  is 
issued,  and  a  description  is  gfiven.  It  is 
easy  to  put  forward  the  opinion  of  an 
expert  that  there  in  an  immense  quantity 
of  metal  in  the  mine,  and  I  may  say 
nothing  more.  But  it  may  be  the  mine 
is  situated  in  a  country  where  fever 
prevails  to  such  an  extent  that  you  cannot 
get  people  to  work  the  mine,  or  means  d 
transit  may  be  wanting,  and  cost 
of  carriage  immense,  or  to  obtain 
labour  may  be  impossible,  except  at  nn- 
remunerative  rates,  or  the  mine  may  be 
full  of  water,  or  there  may  be  many 
other  reasons  why  it  cannot  pay  fw  the 
working.  But  all  this  would  not  be 
covered  by  the  word  "  untrue,"  and  these 
supprestio  veri  will  remain  untouched 
unless  you  retain  the  word  "  misleading," 
and  the  honest  director  is  fuUy  protected 
by  the  proviso. 

(4.45.)  Mb.  murphy  (Dublin,  St 
Patrick's):  I  hope  the  House  will  aooept 
the  Amendment  on  the  authority  of  toe 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stockport, 
who  has  indicated  the  dangers  that  may 
arise  in  continuing  the  clause  by  the 
Courts.  I  do  not  understand  the 
Attorney  General  to  defend  the  words ; 
he  only  said  the  word  "  xmtrue"  required 
strengthening. 

(4.50.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
268 ;  Noes  106.— (Div.  List,  No.  131.) 

Amendment  proposed,  after  the  word 
"  misleading,"  to  insert  the  words,  "  by 
reason  of  the  suppression  of  material 
facts." — (Sir  Jtdian  Goldmmd.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•(5.9.)  Snt  J.  LUBBOCK:  I  beg  to 
move,  in  Clause  3,  line  19»  to  leave  oat 
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"  or  in  any  Beport  or  Memorandiun  inoor- 
ponted  therewith  or  referred  to  therein." 
The  Honse  will  observe  that  these  words 
make  directors  and  other  persons  respon- 
aiUe  for  iasning  in  a  prospectus  not 
merely  what  they  may  say  themselves, 
but  anything  said  by  anyone  else  in  a 
Memorandam  to  any  part  of  which  they 
have  referred.  In  ynaVing  people  liable 
for  penal  consequences  it  is  important 
that  yon  should  confine  yourself  to  that 
whiw  they  have  done  themselves  and 
not  that  which  has  been  done  by  other 
people.  Surely  we  are  straining  the 
matter  too  far  to  say  that  persons 
issning  a  pivspectus  shall  be  re- 
qxmsible  for  the  whole  of  any 
document  which  is  referred  to  there- 
in. No  doubt  the  law  should  be  made 
stringent,  but  you  should  be. careful,  in 
doing  that,  not  to  overshoot  the  mark, 
and  not  to  go  beyond  what  yon  intend. 
I  would  ask  the  hon.  Member  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  what  he  thinks  he  will  gain 
by  including  these  words.  No  doubt  it 
is  desirable  that  in  a  prospectus  as  much 
information  as  possible  should  be  con- 
veyed, but  if  yon  issue  words  as  vague 
as  tiiese,  the  statements  in  prospectuses 
will  be  confined  within  the  narrowest 
limits,  lest  in  referring  to  a  Memorandum 
or  document  prepared  by  someone  else, 
and  gfiving  -raluable  information,  they 
might  be  made  liable  for  statements  not 
contained  in  the  part  referred  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
19,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  or  in  any 
Beport  or  Memorandum  incorporated 
therewith  or  referred  to  therein." — {Sir 
John  Luibbock.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

•(5.12.)  Me.  BRUNNER  :  I  desire  to 
support  the  right  hon.  Gbntleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  London, 
because  it  seems  to  me  clear  that  if  a 
Beport  or  Memorandum  is  incorporated 
in  a  prospectus  it  is  in  the  prospectus, 
and  because  a  Bioport  or  Memorandum 
might  even  be  referred  to  in  terms  of 
oondemnation. 

•(5.13.)  MB.WABMINGTON:Ihope 
&  Grand  Committee  will  be  supported 


in  this  matter.  It  was  mentioned  to  the 
Committee,  and  not  contradicted,  that 
the  Beports  and  Memorandums  referred 
to  in  the  prospectuses  are  often  the  most 
misleading  of  the  documents  issued.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  a  director 
will  only  be  responsible  for  statements 
either  &Ise  to  his  own  knowledge,  or 
which  he  could,  by  the  exercise  of 
ordinary  care,  have  discovered  to  be 
false. 

•(5.15.)  Sib  E.  J.  REED:  I  would 
point  out  that  if  a  delegate  is  sent  to  a 
distant  country  to  report  on  a  variety 
of  subjects,  and  if,  on  his  return,  the 
Directors  of  a  company  with  whom  he  is 
not  associated  are  to  refer  in  their  pro- 
spectus to  any  part  of  his  Report,  they 
will  be  held  responsible  for  any  mis- 
statements in  the  rest  of  that  document. 
That,  surely,  is  going  too  far. 

(5.16.)  Mb.  E.  ROBERTSON :  I  would 
remind  the  hon.  Qontleman  that  he 
has  overlooked  the  efEect  of  Sub-section 
B,  which  makes  an  important  distinction 
between  statements  in  prospectuses 
and  statements  in  Reports.  For  the 
accuracy  of  a  statement  in  a  prospectus 
a  Director  is  responsible,  but  for  a 
statement  in  a  Report  he  is  not  respon- 
sible. Ho  is  responsible  for  seeing 
that  the  Report  of  Valuation  is  made 
by  the  person  whose  name  it  bears, 
and  that  there  is  reasonable  ground  for 
believing,  not  that  the  statements  are 
true,  but  that  the  Report  has  been 
made  in  good  faith,  and  that  the  person 
making  it  was  competent  to  do  so. 

•(5.17.)  Sir  E.  J.  REED :  There  is  a 
lai^e  protection  in  those  words,  and, 
under  the  circumstances,  I  will  not  press 
my  argument.  I  am  not  like  some 
hon.  and  learned  Members — so  expert  in 
dealing  with  Acts  of  Parliament  as  to  be 
able  to  say  a  thing  in  one  line  and  unsay 
it  in  another. 

•(5.18.)  SiE  J.  LUBBOCK  :'  I  am 
aware  of  the  words  referred  to,  but  they 
deal  with  statements  made  in  the  pro- 
spectus. My  Amendment  deals  with 
statements  not  made  in  the  prospectus, 
but  contained  in  a  document  only  referred 
to  in  it. 

•(5.18.)  Mb.  BRADLAUGH:  I  am 
surprised  to  hear  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
supporting  the  Amendment  by  this 
argument.  It  is  clear  it  is  bad  to  circu- 
late statements  in   a  paper  circulated 
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with,  though  not  part  of  that  pro- 
apeotns.  The  clause  mnst  remain  as  it 
stands,  unless'  jou  wish  to  make  it 
Tslaeless. 

(5.19.)  Me.  MTJRPHT  :  Many 
matters  may  be  referred  to  in  a  pro- 
spectns  which  really  are  not  part  of  the 
prospecttis  hut  yet  impart  -vuluable  in- 
formation. You  would  make  a  Director 
liable  to  penalties  if  any  statement  of 
this  kind  should  be  unintentionally  mis- 
leading. 

(5.19.)  Sib  H.  DAVEY  :  I  have 
never  heard  of  statements  that  ought  to 
be  in  the  body  of  a  prospectus  being  put 
into  a  Report  or  Memorandum.  Of 
course,  where  that  takes  place  such 
statements  should  be  treated  as  having 
been  made  by  the  person  who  issues  the 
prospectus.  -  I  again  say  that  the  Courts 
'  are  strong  enough  to  deal  with  such 
cases.  They  would  deal  with  Reports  and 
Memoranda  of  this  kind  exactly  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  body  of  the 
prospectus.  I  think,  however,  that 
this  argument  is  misleading,  for 
a  Report  or  other  document  may  be 
referred  to  in  a  prospectus  without  being 
incorporated  therein,  and  for  that  refer- 
ence a  Director  would  be  Uable,  if  there 
were  any  inaccuracy  in  the  document. 
I  am  told  that  this  proviso  would  protect 
the  Director,  but  that  only  refers  to  the 
Valuation  Reports  of  the  experts.  Docu- 
ments may  be  referred  to  that  are  neither 
Reports  nor  valuations  by  experts,  and  in 
reference  to  these  it  is  necessary  that 
protection  should  be  given.  Sub-section 
"  A "  refers  to  any  incorrect  or  mis- 
leading statement  of  fact  not  purporting 
to  be  made  on  authority.  Is  it  intended 
that  if  a  statement  is  made  by  somebody 
else,  and  merely  referred  to  in  the 
prospectus  issued  by  me,  I  am  to  be 
liable  if  the  statement  is  untrue  % 

•(5.24.)  Sib  R.  WEBSTER:  It  is  a 
very  common  thing  to  send  out  with  a 
prospectus  papers  or  Reports  which  are 
intended  to  contain  information,  but 
which  are  not  actually  part  of  the 
prospectus  itsell  It  seems  to  me  that 
no  harm  could  be  done  by  leaving  these 
words  in  the  clause.  Supposing  Reports 
or  Memoranda  referred  to  in  the  pro- 
spectus to  contain  statements  of  fact,  we 
think  that  the  person  held  responsible 
fw  them  ought  to  make  the  same 
Mr.  BrfuUaugh 


inquiry   with  regard  to  them  as  wiA 
regard  to  the  prospectus  itself. 

*SiB  J.  LUBBOCK :  If  the  Government 
will  consider  the  point,  I  shall  be  willing 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Another  Amendment  made. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1',  line 
22,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  of  fact"— 
(Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.') 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'of  fact '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

•(5.26.)  SibJ.GOLDSMID:  The  Com- 
mittee considered  this  point  carefullj, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  these 
words-  should  remain  in. 

•(5.27.)  Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDQE:  The 
clause  must  run  on  all  fours:  in  the 
previous  part  the  words  are  "  untrue 
or  misleading  statements,"  without  the 
words  "  of  fact."  Therefore,  if  yon  insert 
those  words  in  the  latter  part,  there  will 
be  nothing  to  which  the  word  "  such " 
will  refer,  and  the  clause  will  be  hardly 
grammatical. 

•(5.28.)  Mb.  WARMINGTON:Ithink 
the  clause  had  better  remain  as  it  is. 

Mb.  E.  ROBERTSON :  I  beg  to  move 
that  this  Debate  be  now  adjourned.  It 
is  impossible  to  complete  the  discnssion 
in  the  time  at  our  disposal. 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
has  spoken  already,  and  therefore  cannot 
make  that  Motion. 

Mb.  ISAACSON :  I  beg  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  Debate. 

•(5.30.)  Mb.  SPEAKER:  It  is  ad- 
journed by  the  clock. 

It  being  half  an  hour  after  Five  of  the 
clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Wednesday 
next. 

ORCHARDS  RATING  EXEMPTION 

BILL.— (No.  177.) 

ooMmrrBE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
Does  this  Bill  extend  to  Ireland  ? 
•Mb.  HOBHOUSB  (Somerset,  E.) :  It 
does  not. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  beg  to  move. 
Sir,  that  you  report  Progress.    If  Eng- 
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lish  orchards  are  to  be  exempted  from 
nting  I  do  not  see  why  the  Irish 
orchards  should  not  be  also. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy.) 

♦(5.31.)  Sib  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  The 

original  Aet  does  not  apply  to  Ireland. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Well,  then,  we 
will  make  it,  before  we  go  much  further. 

•Mb.  HOBHOUSE  :  I  would  appeal  to 
the  hoD.  Member  not  to  do  that.  The 
original  Act  ia  one  of  some  300  sec- 
tions. 

(5.32.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HBALT:  I  do  not 

see  why  if  EngUsh  orchards  are  ex- 
empted from  rating  Irish  orchards 
should  not  be. 

Me.  I/)NG:  Let  me  explain  what 
this  Bill  does.  Certain  exemptions  hare 
existed  with  re^rd  to  the  rating  of 
market  gardens  and  woods.  There  has 
been  a  doubt  whether  this  included 
orchards.  The  object  of  this  BiU  is  to 
remove  that  doubt.  The  original  Act 
does  not  apply  to  Ireland. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  reported  ;  as  amended ;  to  be  con- 
sidered tomorrow. 


NEW  LICENCES  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

(No.  249.) 

CX>innTTEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. — (Mr.  Sydney 
Gedge.) 

•Me.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  hope 
that  Motion  will  not  be  pressed. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
£■) :  I  think  it  is  expedient  that  Progress 
should  be  reported.  We  have  no 
objection  to  the  Bill  runningconcurrently, 
asitwere,  with  the  Government  proposal; 
but  the  substance  of  it  is  down  on  the 
Paper  as  an  Amendment  to  the  Licensing 
BiU. 

VOL.  CCCXLV.        [thiep  gERrBs] 


(5.36.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Faith  has 
been  entirely  broken  by  the  Gk>vemmsiit 
with  us  in  this  matter.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
distinctly  promised  that  he  would  re- 
commit the  Licensing  Bill  in  order  to 
insert  Irish  olaoses.  like  every  other 
pledge  made  about  Ireland,  that  promise 
was  broken.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  himself  put  down  on  the  Paper 
clauses  which  he  says  meets  the  case. 
Of  course,  it  would  be  out  of  order  for 
me  now  to  discuss  those  clauses  further 
than  by  saying  that  they  do  not  meet  the 
case.  Whoevei'  drafted  them — whether  it 
was  the  learned  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  himself,  which  I  do  not  believe, 
or  the  ofiScials  of  the  Irish  Office — they 
are  a  scandal  of  draftsmanship,  and  are 
entirely  unsuited  to  the  case,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  utterly  confuse  the  law  in 
Ireland  with  regard -to  licences.  I  think 
they  are  most  discreditable  to  anyone 
who  had  anything  to  do  with  putting 
them  on  the  Paper,  or  with  drawing  them 
up.  Then  we  do  not  know  yet  when 
the  Government  prc^x>se  to  take  their 
Local  Taxation  BilL  The  Conservative 
meeting  to-morrow  may,  for  all  we  know, 
load  to  the  dropping  of  that  Bill ;  and,  aa 
&tr  as  we  can  understand  the  intentions 
of  the  Government,  the  measure  wiU  be 
postponed  until  next  Session.  If  so, 
how  can  the  Bill  proceed  pari 
pastu  with  the  Government  Bill? 
I  came  over  from  Ireland  purposely  to 
get  a  stage  of  this  Bill.  We  are  con- 
tinually told  that  this  House  is  always 
ready  to  deal  with  Irish  subjects.  Here 
is  an  admirable  specimen  of  the  way 
in  which  the  House  is  prepared  to  deal 
with  Irish  matters.  You  have  a  clause 
suitable  to  England ;  but  I  defy  anybody, 
except  after  argument,  to  say  what  is  the 
meaning  of  the  clause  the  Gk>vemment 
propose  tb  put  on  the  Table  in  regard  to 
Ireland.  A  more  scandalous  way  of 
meeting  a  matter  has  never  been  resorted 
to  in  my  experience,  even  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. If  it  is  possible  to  divide  against 
the  Motion  I  shaU  do  so.  What  is  now 
happening  shows  how  unwise  I  was  to 
allow  the  Orchard  Bating  Bill  to  go 
through.  Of  course,  the  Unionist  Gen- 
tlemen whose  Bill  I  aUowed  to  go 
through  has  now  disappeared. 
2  B 
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Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.): 
I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  press 
the  Motion  to  report  Progress.  The 
sufaetance  of  this  Bill  onght  to  hare  been 
included  in  the  Local  Taxation  Bill. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Long- 
ford introduced  this  Bill  to  make  good 
the  deficiency.  Why  not  pass  this  Bill 
now,  rather  than  risk  a  wrangle  over  the 
question  on  the  Local  Taxation  BillY 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Ido  not  wish 
to  prolong  the  discussion,  though  I  must 
protest  against  the  tone  adopted  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Longford. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
thought  fit  to  lodge  the  most  unfounded 
accusations  against  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  He  has  accused  my  right 
hon.  Friend  of  having  broken  faith, 
and  goodness  knows  how  many  other 
crimes  and  misdemeanours.  He  must 
know  perfectly  well  that  clauses  includ- 
ing the  licensing  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 
They  fully  carry  out  the  intention  of  the 
Government.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman has  denounced  the  drafting  of 
the  clauses ;  but  I  imagine  that  when  the 
clauses  come  to  be  discussed  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  consider  which  pf  the 
two  high  legal  authorities — the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman — is  the  better. 
There  is  great  inconvenience  in  adopting 
so  unusual  a  course  as  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  suggests. 
When  the  Government  have  a  Bill  on 
the  Table  of  the  House  carrying  out  a 
general  scheme  of  licensing  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  <«t  would  be  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  to  consider  a 
separate  measure  referring  to_  Ireland 
alone. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  talks  of  a  general  scheme  of 
licensing,  but  the  proposal  as  to  Ireland 
only  appeared  on  the  Paper  to  day.  It 
was  because  of  the  omission  to  deal  with 
Ireland  in  any  way  that  I  drafted  my 
Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit  again 
to-morrow. 


HARES  .PRESERVATION  BILL    L0ED81. 
(No.  187.) 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Committee   report    Prepress;    to   sit 
again  upon  Wednesday  25th  June. 

INTOXIOATINa    LIQUORS    (IRELAND) 
BILL.— (No.  7.) 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  There  are 
three  Instructions  on  going  into  Com- 
mittee. Will  you.  Sir,  kindly  say 
whether  those  Instructions  are  relevant ! 
•Me.  SPEAKER  :  I  think  the  Second 
Instruction  would  be  in  order. 

Committee  deferred  till  Wednesday 
next. 

soLicrroRS  (magistracy)  bill. 

(No.  99.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Wednesday  next. 

PHARMACY   ACT  (IRELAND)   (1876) 

AMENDMENT  BILL.-(No.  241.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

Committee  rep6rt  Progress;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 

ALDERSHOT  ROADS  BILL.— (No.  298.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALT :  I  object. 

Mb.  BRODRICK  :  I  hope  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  will  allow  this 
Bill  to  pass.  Its  only  object  is  to  protect 
the  lives 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  am  sorry,  but 
after  the  treatment  my  Licensing  Bill 
received  I  shall  object  every  time  I 
can. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  to- 
morrow. 

RATING  AND  VALUATION  (SCOTLAND). 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of 

the  Select  Committee  on  Rating  and 
Valuation  (Scotland). — (J/r.  Edmund 
Jiobertgon.) 

House  adjourned  at  8ve  minDte* 
before  Six  o'clock. 
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HOUSE      OP      LORDS, 
Thursday,  12th  June,  1890. 


rePBCTIOUS  DISEASE   (PREVENTION) 
BILL.— (No.  117.) 
SUPERANNUATION  (WAR  DEPART- 
MENT) BILU— (No.  118.) 
Bronght  from  the  Commons ;  read  1', 
and  to  be  printed. 

MUNI(3IPAL  ELECTIONS  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Boroght  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed;  and  to  be  read  2*  To- 
morrow.— (The  Earl  of  Camperdown.) 
(Na  119.) 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  BILL.— (No.    62.) 

THIED   READING. 

BID  read  3»  (according  to  Order). 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Bead- 
ing, read. 

LoBD  MONKSWELL:  My  Lords,  at 
the  end  of  Clause  12  1  propose  to  add  the 
words  of  which  I  have  given  notice.  The 
object  of  this  Amendment  is  to  check  the 
practice  of  making  &lse  statements  as  to 
the  age  of  a  child.  It  depends  upon  the 
age  of  a  child  who  is  bronght  before  a 
Magistrate  whether  he  is  sent  to  an  in- 
dnstrial  or  to  a  reformatory  school. 
Consequently,  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  a 
child  that  his  parents  shonid  make  him 
oat  to  be  yonnger  than  he  really  is,  and 
this  Amendment  is  to  do  away  with  that 
practice.  The  clause  empowers  the 
Goort  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  age  of  a 
child,  and  to  issue  an  order,  but  em- 
powering a  child  to  be  dischacged  from 
a  school  on  his  being  proved,  to  the 
wtis&ction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
have  attained  the  age  of  16.  This  will 
enable  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  the  child 
might  have  been  originally  committed 
to  a  reformatory  school,  had  his  true 
age  been  known,  if  he  is  of  opinion  that 
the  further  detention  of  the  child  is 
desirable,  to  order  him  to  be  transferred 
to  a  reformatory  school,  there  to  be  de- 
tained subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
law  relating  to  reformatory  schools.  Of 
worse,  he  would  not  consider  it  desirable 
nnlesa  the  child  had  been  guilty  of  bad 
condoet.     The    Royal    Commission    on 

VOL.  CCCXLV.       [third  seeibs.] 


Industrial  and  Reformatory  Schools  pro- 
poses that  the  age,  as  ascertained  by  the 
Magistrate,  should  be  considered  the 
trne  age.  The  Committee  disagree  with 
that  view,  and  I  hope  the  noble  Viscount 
sees  no  objection  to  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved,  in  Clause  12, 
page  5,  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  Clause 
the  words — 

"  UnloM  the  child  might  have  been  ori«nalI)r 
committed  to  a  refonnatory  school  had  his  age 
been  known,  ia  which  case  the  Secretary  of 
State,  if  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  farther  deten- 
tion of  the  child  ia  desirable,  may  transfer  him 
to  a  reformatory  school,  there  to  be  detained 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  relating  to 
reformatory  schools." — {Tht  Lord  MonktuieU.) 

•Thb  secretary  of  OTATE  toe 
INDIA  (Viscount  Cross)  :  My  Lords,  I 
do  object  to  this  Amendment,  ai^d  the 
objection  I  have  is  of  a  serions  character. 
I  quite  agree  that  the  alteration  made  in 
Standing  Committee  was  in  mitigation  of 
what  bad  been  proposed  by  the  Royal 
Commission ;  but  I  think  the  noble  Lord 
proposes  to  go  a  step  farther  than  that, 
which  is,  I  think,  very  unwise.  I  under- 
stand he  proposes  that  if  a  mistake  has 
been  made  in  the  age,  and  the  child  was 
really  over  14,  and  might,  therefore, 
have  been  sent  to  a  reformatory  in  the 
first  instance,  the  Secretary  of  Sl»te  may 
make  an  alteration  in  the  order  and  send 
him  to  a  reformatoiy  school. 

Lord  MONKSWELL:  Not  exactly. 
He  has  power  under  the  Bill,  at  present, 
to  send  children  to  a  reformatory  school 
in  certain  cases. 

•VisooUNT  CROSS:  But  there  is  this 
requirement,  that  the  child  who  is  to  go 
to  the  refonnatory  school  must  have  been 
convicted.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
for  the  Secretary  of  State  to  convict,  and, 
therefore,  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will 
withdraw  his  Amendment.  I  oonld  not 
possibly  allow  it  to  pass  to-day,  because 
it  would  not  do  to  give  power  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  convict.  The  child 
ought,  of  coarse,  to  be  convicted  by  the 
Magistrate. 

Lord  MONKSWELL:  I  anderstand 
it  is  merely  a  question  of  age.  He  most, 
at  all  events,  be  found  guilty  of  an 
offence. 

•Viscount  CROSS:  No,  this  is  a  totally 
different  q]aestiou.  That  is  quite  against 
the  theory  of  industrial  schools.  Before 
sending  a  child  to  a  reformatory  school, 
he  must  have  been  oonvioted,  and  I 
2  C 
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object  strongly  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
having  power  to  convict.  A  child  sent 
to  an  industrial  school  is  not  convicted, 
though  the  Magistrate  must  be  satisfied 
of  his  gnilt. 

LoBD  MONKSWELL:  The  child 
would,  undoubtedly,  be  subject  to  con- 
viction if  he  were  of  the  age  provided, 
but,  as  he  represents  himself,  or  is  repre- 
sented to  be,  below  that  age,  the  Court 
finds  him  guilty,  and  then  sends  him  to 
the  school.  I  must  say  I  fail  to  see  the 
objection.  It  was  a  somewhat  strong 
measure  for  the  Committee  to  state  ite 
opinion  after  what  had  been  done  by  the 
Boyal  Commission.  It  was  considered 
that  the  age  of  the  child,  as  ascertained 
by  the  M^istrate,  should  be  considered 
the  true  age  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 
•ViscouNi  CROSS :  If  any  mistake  has 
been  made,  it  must  be  corrected  by  the 
Magistrates,  The  Secretary  of  State 
cannot  set  it  right.  I  am  quite  sure  it 
would  not  do  to  give  that  power  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

LOED  MONKSWELL:  Then  I  will 
withdraw  the  Amendment^ 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Honse> 
withdrawn. 

Amendments  made. 

•Lord  NORTON:  My  Lords,  I  move  the 
omission  of  Clause  30  and  the  following 
clauses.  My  Amendment  is  to  relieve  the 
Bill  of  no  less  than  1 1  clauses,  establishing 
tmant  schools  all  over  the  Kingdom.  I 
maintain  that  these  tmant  schools  are 
absolutely  and  positively  useless,  if  not 
mischievous.  Probably  the  noble  Vis- 
count will  defend  them  upon  the  Report 
of  the  Commission.  The  ground  upon 
which  they  were  recommended  was  that 
they  would  afford  means  for  classifica- 
tion. If  the  noble  Viscount  defends 
these  truant  schools  upon  the  authority 
of  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  on 
which  the  Bill  is  founded,  I  beg  to  call 
his  attention  and  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  what  appears  on  the  face  of  the 
Report  upon  the  subject.  The  reason 
the  Commissioners  recommend  the 
increase  of  truant  schools  is  that  they 
think  it  necessary  there  should  be 
further  classification  of  juvenile  offenders 
beyond  that  permitted  by  the  industrial 
and  reformatory  schools  in  order  that  the 
younger  should  be  kept  separate  from 
the  older  offenders.  Now,  in  the  fii-st 
place,  it  is  not  necessary  to  establish  new 
ViteoutU  Cross 


schools  all  over  the  Kingdom  in  order  to 
separate  the  children.  The  indnstrial 
schools  can  afford  the  necessary  separa- 
tion as  the  law  now  stands ;  of  course,  I 
do  not  speak  of  aggravated  cases  of  more 
hardened  offenders.  Aggravated  oases 
of  juvenile  offences  are  not  the  snbject 
of  this  Bill  at  all.  They  do  not  come 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Industrial 
Schools  Bill,  and  therefore  any  recom- 
mendations of  the  Commissioners  do  not 
apply  to  such  cases.  The  Commissioners 
very  fairly  state  the  arguments  which 
came  before  them  in  favour  of  and 
againstthis  proposition  ;  but  there  seems 
to  me  not  to  be  the  slightest  reason 
given  for  the  creation  of  a  new  set  of 
schools  all  over  the  Kingdom  for  th« 
class  of  children  they  describe  in  tiieit 
Report  The  class  of  children  referred 
to — I  am  quoting  from  the  35th  page  of 
the  Commissioners'  Report,  which  re- 
commends the  creation  of  these  tmant 
schools — are  those  "  whose  only  offence 
has  been  truancy,"  with  whom  are  very 
strangely  coupled  "  those  who  have  been 
unable  from  poverty  to  attend  school." 
They  make  a  distinction  between  those 
whom  they  call  actual  truante,  and  those 
who  are  traants  and  something  more. 
Really,  my  Lords,  there  is  no  end  to  the 
ingenuity  of  hobby-mongers.  The  speci- 
alty of  a  truant  school,  as  stated  by  Uie 
Commissioners  to  be  their  meaning  o* 
the  term,  is  that  they  are  schools  for 
short  detention.  The  proposal  is  that 
tmant  children  shall  be  kept  there  for  a 
short  time  and  then  licensed  to  go  to  the 
ordinary  schools.  Would  it  not  be  much 
better  to  whip  them  and  send  them 
back  to  school  at  once  1  What  can  be  tiie 
reason  for  mnltiplyini;  schools  for  such  a 
purpose  all  over  the  country?  Our  ex- 
penditure on  public  elementary  schools 
has  already  grown  to  an  enormous  extent, 
and  I  think  quite  sufficient  without  ex- 
tending it  in  a  new  way.  The  good  sense 
of  the  country  upon  the  matter  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  only  six  of  these  tmant 
schools  have  been  established  throughout 
the  Kingdom ;  and  out  of  those  six  the 
Commissioners  have  condemned  two, 
leaving  only  four  subject  to  their  ap- 
proval. They  condemned  those  two 
on  the  ground  that  the  treatment  in 
them  was  a  great  deal  too  penal.  I  saw 
them  myself.  As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mission, I  went  round  the  country,  and  I 
found  that  the  treatment  of  children  in 
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these  tmant  schools  is  to  confine  them  to 
tiieir  bedrooms,  to  reform  them  by  solitary 
confinement,  absence  from  play,  entire 
depnTation  of  liberty.  This  treatment 
is,  I  snppose,  by  way  of  making  school 
more  attractive  in  the  eyesof  these  truants. 
Ishonld  think,  myself,  it  would  have  the 
exactly  contrary  effect.  Your  Lordships 
•re  not  bound  by  the  Report  of  a  Commis- 
sion, and  I  hope  the  House  will  exercise 
its  own  judgment  on  the  recommendation 
of  tiiis  Commission.  I  certainly  protest 
against  it.  The  supposed  success  of 
these  schools,  if  there  has  been  any,  can 
be  attained  just  as  well  in  a  day  indus- 
trial school ;  and  if  the  noble  Viscount 
supports  this  class  of  institutions,  I  hope 
he  will  give  us  a  better  reason  for  estab- 
Ushiug  them  than  that  which  is  given  in 
the  Report  I  therefore  move  the  omis- 
sion of  Clause  30. 

Amendment    moved,   "To  leave  out 
Clause  30.— (2%«  Lord  Jforton.} 

Thb  Earl  or  RAVENSWORTH  :  My 
Lords,  I  am  very  glad  my  noble  Friend 
has  moved  the  omission  of  this  clause. 
I  am  sure  your  Lordships  will  agree  that 
^this  Bill  raises  a  question  of  great  im- 
portance with  regard  to  many  of  its  pro- 
visions. It  proposes  to  constitute  a 
number  of  entirely  new  detaining  schools. 
That,  I  think,  is  rather  a  strong  measure ; 
and,  when  we  view  the  proposal  in  the 
light  of  experience,  I  think  it  is  very  olc- 
jectionabls.  I  will  ask  your  Lordships 
to  permit  me  to  make  a  few  short 
obserrations.  County  Councils  and 
Borough  Councils  have  some  reason  for 
objecting  to  this  Bill  on  the  ground  of 
cost.  They  are  now  constituted  the 
anthorities  for  the  management  of  truant 
schools  and  day  industrial  schools.  There 
are  further  provisions,  against  which  I 
shall  have  nothing  whatever  to  say,  for 
sending  children  out  to  board  provided 
they  can  find  proper  persons  to  receive 
them  and  undertake  their  care.  I  will 
now  only  deal  with  the  two  questions  of 
day  schools  and  tmant  schools.  I  am 
very  mnch  afraid  that  one  consequence 
of  creating  these  schools  will  be  the  over- 
lapping of  authority,  causing  confusion 
in  their  administration,  and,  further  than 
that,  I  think  it  may  bring  the  different 
authorities  who  are  concerned  in  these 
whools  into  Berions  conflict  on  many 
occasions.  Bnt  it  is  not  only  that  I  am 
tfreid  of.     A  worse  result  may  occur  if 


the  Bill  is  carried  ont  in  its  entirety' 
that  of  bring^g  into  conflict  no  less  than 
three  different  Departments  in  London. 
Those  who  are  acquainted   with    such 
matters  of  administration  in  the  country 
are   aware  that   great  difficulties   some- 
times arise  as  between  two  Departments ; 
but  if  you  are  to  have  three  to  deal  with, 
the  Hume  Office  in  the  first  instance,  the 
Local  Government   Board   in  the  next, 
and  the  Educational  Department  in  the 
third,  I  am  afraid  great  confusion  will 
arise    in     the     County    and     Borough 
Councils  if  this  Bill  is  carried  out  in  its 
entirety.     Now,    my  Lords,    I  want   to 
mention  what  the  feeling  is  which  exista 
in    the    country    upon    these    matters. 
Those    of     your    Lordships     who     are- 
members    of     County    Councils     must,. 
I  am   sure,    regard   with   jealousy   and? 
vigilance    every    proposal     to    increase 
expenditure.     If  all  these  schools  are  te-- 
be    supported,     and    compulsorily    sup- 
ported, the  cost  will  be  very  great.     By  - 
Clause    26,    reading    it   shortly,   every. 
County   Council   and   Borough   Council- 
shall,  not  " may  "  as  hitherto,  contribute -■ 
to  the  maintenance  and  management  o£ 
any  industrial  school  where  children  are 
retained  by  the  order  of  any  Court  acting- 
within  the  limits  of  their  authority.     In 
my  own  county  (Durham) — not  an  unim- 
portant county,  and  where  the  necessity 
for  the  retention  of  poor  children  exists 
in  a  very  considerable  degree — we  have 
gone    to    the   expense    of    £20,000   in 
establishing  a  county  industrial  school,.  . 
and  I  can  assure  your  Lordships  that  we-, 
view    this  sort  of    proposal    with    the 
greatest  possible  jealousy.     If  we  are  to«  ■ 
be  compelled  to  undertake   the  manage- 
ment of  any  number  of  industrial  schools  - 
which  may  be  set  up,  we  may  find  our  own* 
school,  which  has  been  erect-ed  at  a  very 
large  cost,  empty,  the  children  having 
been  drawn  away  to  another,  and  we-  ■■ 
shall  be  compelled  to  support  them  in 
other  schools  to  the  extent  of,  I  think,  a  . 
28.  6d.  rate  in  each  county.     We  cannot-, 
wonder,  therefore,  that  County  Coanoil»~ 
•view    these    provisions    with   no   great  • 
favour.     If  they  think,  as  they  ought  to 
do,  that  it  is  their  duty  to  watch  expendi- 
ture   and    keep   down    cost,    they   wilF' 
naturally  regard  such  a  proposal   with 
great  jealousy.     I  do  not  -want  unneces^ 
sarily  to  detain  the  House  at  this  stage 
of  the  Bill,  and   I  think   I  have   said* 
enough  to  show  that  it  is  passing  throughi 
2  C  2 
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your  Lordships'  House  without  that  close 
scrutiny  which  I  think  it  ought  to 
reoeiTe.  That,  my  Lords,  is  one  of  the 
difficulties  which  arise  when  we  refer 
our  Bills  to  the  Grand  Committees 
instead  of  dealing  with  them  in  the 
Hoase.  Ererrthing  is  threshed  out 
there,  and  your  Lordships  and  the  i 
public  outside  know  absolutely  nothing  , 
of  what  occurs  within  the  walls  of  the 
Committee  Booms.  Old  Bills  are  brought 
forward  and  passed  through,  and  new 
Bills  are  substituted  for  old  Bills,  and 
nothing  is  known  of  what  has  been  done 
in  Committee.  That  fact,  my  Lords,  has 
been  proved  by  what  has  occurred 
within  the  last  few  days  in  the 
Committee  of  which  I  am  a  member. 
What  I  desire  to  point  out  here,  my 
Lords,  is  that  we  shall  be  making  an 
•expenditure  which  will  be  absolutely  un- 
necessary, and  which  will  be  viewed 
with  great  jealousy  and,  probably,  with 
considerable  hostility  ;  and  that,  if  you 
overlap  authorities  in  the  way  the  Bill 
proposes  yon  will  have  ftn  antagonism  of 
authority  where  there  ought  to  be  cordial 
co-operation  in  every  Department.  I 
will  not  detain  your  Lordships  longer, 
but  I  do  think  that  is  a  part  of  the  Bill 
which  should  more  properly  form  the 
subject  of  a  separate  measure,  because 
you  are  now  bringing  the  duties  of  the 
Educational  Department  of  this  country 
into  opposition  in  some  degree  with  the 
work  of  the  County  Councils.  I  am  not 
at  all  sure  that  that  which  is  perhaps  the 
most  valuable  power  that  we  possess  as 
Magistrates,  of  committing  children  to 
these  schools,  will  not  be  considerably 
interfered  with,  and  that  by  this  Bill  we 
shall  not  be  lai^ely  deprived  of  that 
power.  Upon  that  point  I  will  add  a 
very  few  words.  The  greatest  difficulty 
we  find,  and  I  know  that  those  Members 
of  your  Lordships'  House  who  are  Magis- 
trates will  confirm  what  I  say,  and  that 
which  requires  the  most  tender  handling 
is  the  power  which  is  conferred  upon  us 
under  the  compulsory  clauses  of  the 
Education  Acts,  and  the  great  lever  in 
our  hands  in  dealing  with  truancy  is  this 
power  of  committal  to  industrial  schools. 
That  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  deal 
with,  because  it  arises  from  so  many 
causes.  It  may  arise  from  the  necessities 
of  the  parents  as  much  as  from  the  fault 
of  the  children  themselves,  and  every 
case  ought  to  be  dealt  with  upon  its  own 
Tke  Earl  of  Ravensworth 


merits.  If  you  deprive  us  of  the' power  I 
have  mentioned,  yon  will  find  a  difficulty 
if  that  truancy  be  continued,  because  the 
great  fear  of  the  parents  is  that  the 
children  may  be  committed  to  the 
industrial  schools  with  all  the  conse- 
quences of  that  committaL  That  power 
will,  I  believe,  be  largely  taken  away 
from  the  Matdstrates.  I  think  the 
powers  of  the  Magistrates  will  be  greatly 
curtailed  by  the  veiy  fact  of  the  carefnl 
definition  contained  in  Clause  10,  of  the 
causes  for  which  children  may  be  sent  to 
the  schools.  If  that  power  which  the 
Magistrates  hold  in  terrorem  over 
parents  is  taken  away,  you  will  find 
very  great  difficulty  in  carrying 
out  compulsory  education.  Considering 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  I  hare 
ventured  to  make  these  few  observations; 
and  I  think  that  noble  Lords  who  have 
served  on  County  Councils,  or  who  have 
passed  a  considerable  part  of  their  lives 
in  the  administration  of  the  law,  will 
attach  some  weight  to  what  I  have  said. 
I  can  assure  yonr  Lordships  that  there 
is  no  Member  of  this  House  who,  con- 
sidering the  character  of  this  Bill,  views 
it  with  greater  perplexity  than  myself. 
♦Viscount  CROSS :  I  do  not  think  it' 
cin  be  said  that  this  Bill  has  not  received 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  yonr 
Lordships'  House.  It  was  brought  for- 
ward last  yesu:  and  read  a  second  time. 
It  then  went  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Law,  and  was  very  much  discussed  there. 
It  has  gone  through  the  same  process 
again  this  year.  Having  been  discussed  in 
Committee  we  are  now  at  the  Third 
Reading,  and  there  has  been  no  objec- 
tion to  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  I, 
therefore,  do  not  think  I  should  be  in 
order  if  I  were  to  g^  into  all  the  points 
which  have  been  raised.  One  observation, 
however,  has  been  made  with  regard  to 
the  power  of  sending  children  to  indns- 
trial  schools.  A  large  number  of 
children  have  been  sent  to  industrial 
schools  who,  in  the  opinion  of  competent 
judges,  •  ought  never  to  have  been  sent 
there.  We  have  provided  in  this  Bill 
that  the  County  Councils  shall  have  a 
locus  standi  to  appear  before  the  Magis- 
trates before  the  child  is  committed ;  so 
that  if  they  think  a  child  is  going  to  be  sent 
to  an  industrial  school  who  ought  not  to 
be  sent  there,  they  may  af^tear  and  state 
their  objection  to  the  Magistrate.  Now, 
with  regard  to  truant  schools,  I  would 
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only  make  this  obeervation :  that  neither 
the  clause  about  truant  schools  nor 
that  about  day  industrial  schools  is  new. 
They  have  both  been  in  operation  long 
ago.  We  have  a  considerable  number  of 
truant  schools — six,  I  believe,  altogether 
— in  the  United  Kingdom,  which  have 
now  been  in  operation  for  a  long  time, 
and  ten  day  indnstrial  schools,  which 
have  also  been  in  existence  for  a 
oonsideraUe  time.  They  are  not  by  any 
means  a  new  class  of  schools,  and  the 
Commissioners  have  inquired  into  the 
circnmstancee  and  have  reported  upon 
management.  It  is  all  very  well  for  my 
noble  Friend  Lord  Norton  to  say  they 
do  not  answer,  but  from  the  Report  of 
the  Ckimmission  we  find  they  do 
answer  exceedingly  well.  There  are 
six  of  them  established  in  large 
towns,  including  London,  Liverpool, 
Swansea,  and  Brighton,  where,  as  I 
have  said,  they  are  found  to  answer 
extremely  weU.  The  Beport  states  that 
the  attendance  of  the  boys  at  the  truant 
schools  has  been  considerably  better  than 
at  other  school.i,  as,  for  instance,  under 
the  London  County  Council.  There  is  no 
donbt  the  Royal  Commission  found  fault 
with  the  penal  discipline  in  some  of  the 
schools,  and  that  the  others  which  have 
not  that  penal  discipline  have  produced 
JDst  as  good  results.  The  consequence 
will  be,  no  doubt,  that  that  penal  disci- 
pline will  be  set  aside.  Judging  from  the 
Beport,  the  Royal  Commissioners  think 
they  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good.  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  noble  Lord  will  not 
insist  upon  striking  this  clanse  out  of 
the  Bill.  They  simply  provide  for  the 
continuance  of  the  old  system,  which 
has  been  found  by  a  majority  of  the 
Boyal  Commission  to  have  worked  great 
good  down  to  the  present  time. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Thb  Easi.  of  KIM.BERLEY:  My 
iMds,  before  the  Bill  passes,  will  the 
noMe  Viscount  be  kind  enough  to  tell 
Bie  in  which  clanse  power  is  given  to  the 
Goonty  Councils  to  appear  before  the 
Magistrates?  I  see  there  is  a  clanse 
relating  to  notice  being  given  to  them, 
bnt  not  with  regard  to  their  appear- 
ance. 

•Visoonirr  CROSS:  That  clause  was 
pnt  in  to  enable  them  to  appear  before 
the  Justices.  That  was  undoubtedly 
the  intention. 


The  Eau.  of  KIMBEBLEY:  Itstmok 
me  that  it  was  desirable  there  should  be 
precise  words  to  that  effect.  Perhaps 
the  noble  Viscount  will  look  to  that. 

Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

BEFORMATORY   SCHOOLS    BILL. 

(No.  68.) 

THIBD  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing, read. 

Bill  read  3«  (according  to  Order). 

•Lord  LEIGH :  My  Lords,  I  have  an 
Amendment  to  move  upon  Clause  9, 
Sub-section  B,  that  the  words  "  in  ad- 
dition to  or "  be  omitted.  The  effect  of 
this  will  be  to  do  away  entirely  with  the 
preliminary  imprisonment  of  children 
sent  to  reformatory  schools.  I  be- 
lieve I  am  correct  in  saying  that  in  no 
country  throughout  the  world  bat 
England  is  it  found  necessary,  or  believed 
to  be  necessary,  that  children  should 
qualify  for  the  reformatory  schools  by 
passing  through  the  prisons.  I  remember 
35  years  ago  accompanying  a  well- 
known  head  of  French  reformatories, 
M.  de  MetE,  to  discuss  the  subject  with 
the  then  Home  Secretary,  Sir  George 
Grey,  and  M.  de  Metz  at  that  time  ex- 
pressed himself  strongly  against  children 
being  sent  to  prison  at  all.  In  every  re- 
formatory in  England  there  are  registers 
kept  showing  the  history  of  all  the  boys  ; 
and  if  any  of  your  Lordships  would  refer 
to  those  registers,  as  I  have  done  on  riiany 
occasions,  yon  would  find  that  something 
like  75  per  cent,  of  those  children  have 
parents  who  have  absolutely  and  entirely 
neglected  them,  and  are  not  fit  to  have 
the  management  of  them.  And  if  yon 
would  refer,  also,  to  the  same  regi8ter,you 
will  find  that  when  the  children  leave 
the  schools  something  like  90  per  cent, 
of  those  who  have  passed  through  the 
reformatory  schools  are  doing  well  and 
earning  their  livelihood  in  an  honest 
manner.  I  think,  therefore,  it  is  clear,  and 
I  am  sure  that  your  Lordships  will  agree 
with  me  in  thinking  that  it  is  not  the 
fault  of  these  poor  children  themselves 
that  they  have  had  to  go  to  the  reforma- 
tory schools,  but  that  they  have  been 
really  suffering  punishment  for  the 
faul^  of  their  parents.  I  am  convinced 
that  the  gaols  are  not  fit  places  of  punish- 
ment for  children,  and  I  think  I  may 
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speak  with  some  authority  as  being  an 
old  Visiting  Magistrate  of  my  oountj 
prison.  I  have  never  fonnd  that  a  child 
who  had  been  passed  through  the  prison 
was  benefited  or  improved  by  going 
there,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  he 
left  the  gaol  much  worse  in  character 
than  when  he  went  into  it.  It  is  upon 
those  grounds  that  I  strongly  object  to 
children  bsing  sent  to  gaol  beforo  being 
sent  to  a  reformatory  school.  I  beg  to 
move  the  Amendment  which  stands  in 
my  name. 

Amendment  moved,  in  Clause  9,  Sub- 
section (b.),  line  32,  to  leave  out  the 
words  "  in  addition  to  or." — (The  Lord 
Leigh.) 

•ViscousT    CROSS:    My    Lords,    the 
present  Bill  differs  a  good  deal  from  the 
■existing   law   in   one   or  two    respects. 
Under  the  existing  law  it  is  required 
4hat  the  offender  shall  undergo  a  pre- 
liminary   imprisonment  of  at  least  10 
'days  before  going    to  the  reformatory 
.  «chooL     It  was  thought,  after  inquiry  by 
the  Royal  Commission,  unnecessary   to 
go  as  nir  as  that  and  to  that  extent.     I 
entirely  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who 
has  just  sat  down.      I  am  very  glad  that 
this  provision  should  be  done  away  with, 
that  it  should  be  necessary  to  send   the 
ohild  to  prison  before  he  went  to  the  re- 
formatory Bchoolatall.  This  Bill,  therefore, 
kas  been  drawn  upon  different  lines,  and 
■'that  proviso  making  it  necessary  for  the 
'Magistrate   to  send  the  child  to  prison 
before  going  to  the  reformatory  is  entirely 
done  %way  with  by  this  Bill.     But  now 
I  the   noble  Lord   wants  to  go  farther. 
The  clanse  to  which  he  objects  is  in  these 
words — 

"  AVbere  a  youthful  offender  is  convicted  of 
an  offence  punishable  with  penal  servitude,  or 
impiisonment,  and  either  appears  to  the  Court 
to  be  not  leaa  than  14  yean  of  age,  or  is  proved 
■to  have  been  previously  convicted  of  an  offence 
punishable  by  penal  servitude  or  imprisonment, 
•the  Court  may,  in  addition  to,  or  in  lien  of,  send- 
iog;  him  to  a  reformatory  school,  send  him  to 
prison." 

I  think,  my  Lords,  that  is  a  very  proper 
jtower  to  give  to  the  Magistrates.  It 
dieems  to  me  it  is  quite  right  they  should 
have  that  power.  The  compulsory  enact- 
ment is  done  away  with,  but  power  is 
left  to  the  Magistrate,  if  he  thinks  it 
right,  to  send  the  offender  to  prison  in 
addition  to  the  reformatory  school — to 
send  him  there  first.  I  hope,  therefore, 
Lord  Leigh 


the  noble  Lord's  Amendment  will  not  be 
carried. 

Amendment  n^atived. 

•LoM)  NORTON:  My  Lords,  1  have 
given  notice,  of  an  additional  clause, 
the  effect  of  which  is  this  :  that  where 
the  punishment  of  children  by  imprison- 
ment is  necessary,  it  should  not  be  im- 
prisonment in  the  common  gaols,  bat  in 
places  suitable  for  the  purpose.  I  sm 
supported  in  that  view  by  the  answers  to 
a  Circular  which  has  been  sent  round  to 
all  the  Petty  Sessions  in  England.  I  think, 
also,  by  the  Report  upon  which  this  Bill 
is  founded.  Now,  the  addition  I  want  to 
make  to  this  clause  provides  for  children, 
if  they  are  imprisoned  at  all,  being  sent 
to  "  suitable  places  for  the  imprisonment 
of  children,"  which,  to  my  mind,  should 
be  a  properly  fitted  lock-up  in  con- 
nection with  the  police  stations  attached 
to  every  Petty  Sessions  in  the  country, 
or  else  the  Government  should  provide 
proper  places  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  a  few  Reformatories  in  different  parts 
of  ke  Kingdom.  That  represents  no 
great  cost.  Aggravated  cases  of  jnvenile 
crime  do  not  come  within  my  proposition. 
They  will,  of  course,  be  treated  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner  from  ordinary  jnvenile 
offenders.  In  ordinary  cases  of  juvenile 
crime  imprisonment  should  not  be  in  a 
common  gaol.  I  am  fortified  in  that  view 
by  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners. 
If  the  noble  Viscount  will  refer  to  the 
27th  page  of  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, he  will  see  that  the  Commis- 
sioners give  the  argumente  brought 
before  them  in  favour  of  using  common 
prisons  for  children,  and  the  argumente 
brought  before  them,  which  were  much 
stronger  against  using  common  prisons 
for  children.  They  suggest  that  all 
punishment  of  children  should  be  short, 
sharp,  and  apart  from  the  subsequent 
schooling.  The  argument  against  using 
common  prisons  for  the  purpose  of  a 
great  number  of  witnesses  was  that  the 
system  was  mischievons,  that  it  deprived 
the  gaol  of  all  ito  terrors  as  a  means  of 
punishment,  tended  to  harden  and 
corrupt  young  offenders  by  inevitable 
contact  with  older  criminals,  cast  a  per- 
manent taint  upon  their  characters,  often 
preventing  them  from  obtaining  employ- 
ment, and  added  to  the  diflSoulties  of 
their  restoration  to  a  respectable  life. 
Those    are    very     strong    reasons,    my 
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Lords,  against  sending  joang  children  to 
a  common  gaol.  The  argnments  the 
other  way,  in  &vour  of  sending  young 
offenders  to  prison,  are  confined  to  only 
aggravated  cases  of  juvenile  crime,  which, 
as  I  say,  do  not  come  within  the  purview 
of  this  Bill  at  all.  Therefore,  those 
{Hgaments  are  not  directed  against  my 
proposition  at  all.  As  I  have  said,  the 
whole  weight  of  the  Oommiasioners''  opi- 
nion is  that  imprisonment  is  not  a  proper 
punishment  for  young  children,  at  least 
not  in  a  common  gaol.  It  is  the  opinion, 
also,  of  the  Commissioners  that  in  the 
great  majority  of  ordinary  offences  com- 
mitted by  boys  whipping  is  altogether 
a  far  better  punishment  than  imprison- 
nent.  But  if  imprisonment  is  the 
sentence  passed  by  the  Magistrate,  then 
there  should  be  suitable  places  provided 
for  it.  That  is  the  whole  proposition 
that  I  have  to  make  to  your  Lordships, 
and  I  hope  that  the  noble  Viscount  may 
he  willing  to  accept  the  addition  to  this 
dause  which  I  propose. 

Amendment  moved. 

After  CUaae  9,  iusert  as  a  new  Claaie :  "  No 
•nch  yonthfnl  offender,  except  in  case  of  ag(p»- 
vtXeA  crime,  shall  be  punished  hy  confinement 
in  a  common  gaol;  but,  if  sentenced  to  im- 
prisonment, shall  be  kept  In  a  lock-up  con- 
nected with  the  Petty  tiessions  where  he  has 
been  sentenced,  until  a  suitable  place  of  con- 
finement be  found  for  him  connected  with 
some  cnrtified  reformatory." — {Tht  Lord 
SarloH.) 

Thb  Eabl  of  BAVENSWORTH  :  My 
Lords,!  have  no  doubt  the  House  entirely 
empathises  with  my  noble  Friend  in 
Ins  desire  not  to  subject  children  even 
for  a  probationary  period,  by  whatever 
name  the  punishment  may  be  called,  to 
tiie  contamination  of  a  prison.  But  I 
want  to  know  where  these  places  are  to 
be  found.  At  present  they  do  not  exist. 
And  I  want  also  to  know  when  a  child 
is  ordered  to  be  shut  up  and  is  not  to 
he  let  out  for  a  certain  period  what  is  he 
to  do!  He  may  be  there  for  seven  or 
14  days ;  and  I  should  like  to  know  who 
is  to  look  af  t«r  him  during  that  time  ? 
I  venture  to  think  there  may  be  other 
(daoes  than  a  prison  where  a  child  may 
be  detained  and  looked  after,  where  he 
can  be  punished  without  the  necessity 
of  being  contaminated  by  being  sent  to 
prison.  The  law  requires  that  a  child 
who  is  to  be  sent  to  prison  must  be  sen- 
tenced first,  but  to  enact  that  a  child 
nsst  not  go  to  prison,  but  to  some  other 


place,  before  you  know  that  such  other 
place  exists,  or  arrange  for  what  the 
child  is  to  do,  or  who  is  to  take  care  of 
him  when  he  is  sent  there,  is,  I  must 
say,  rather  wild  legislation. 

•Lord  NORTON:  If  your  Lordships 
will  allow  me,  I  should  like  to  point  out 
that  the  proposal  to  imprison  for  short 
terms  young  children  in  lock-ups 
is  not  a  new  thing.  It  is  done 
at  the  present  time  in  Scotland ;  and  if 
such  places  are  not  to  be  found  I  propose 
that  the  Government  should  make  the 
necessary  provision  at  police  stations,  or 
connected  with  some  few  reformatory 
schools  themselves. 

•The  Eabl  or  POWIS:  My  Lords,  I 
think  it  very  undesirable  that  youthful 
offenders  should  be  kept  for  an  indefinite 
time  in  lock-ups.  There  are  a  great 
many  police  stations  and  lock-ups  where 
there  is  no  suitable  accommodation  for 
children,  and  where  there  would  be 
nobody  to  look  after  them.  The  noble 
Lord  who  moves  this  Amendment  speaks 
of  having  special  lock-ups  constructed  in 
certain  plates  to  be  used  for  this  pur- 
pose, but  this  clause  would  confine  the 
imprisonment  to  the  particular  lock-ups 
connected  with  the  Petty  Sessions  where 
the  child  was  sentenced.  The  "  suitable 
places  "  which  he  proposes  do  not  exist, 
because  places  of  that  kind  which  do 
exist  are  used  merely  for  keeping  adult 
prisoners  at  the  present  time  for  a  day  or 
two  until  they  can  be  removed  to  the 
county  g^l.  It  might  very  well  be  that 
a  week  or  10  days  might  elapse  before 
the  child  could  be  sent  to  the  reformatory 
school  which  the  county  is  connected 
with,  or  subscribes  to,  and  as  a  consider- 
able delay  might  take  place  before  he 
could  be  so  got  rid  of,  it  would  be 
necessary  that  there  should  be  some  one 
to  take  care  of  him.  Therefore,  my 
Lords,  I  think  it  would  ba  very  undesir- 
able that  a  child  should  be  kept  in  a 
lock-up  which  was  certainly  not  built  or 
intended  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
children  in  confinement  for  any  consider- 
able time. 

•Viscount  CROSS :  My  Lords,  I  have 
already  pointed  out  to  your  Lordships 
that  it  is  only  under  certain  circum- 
stances that  the  Magistrates  would  ever 
think  of  sending  children  to  prison ; 
they  would  not  do  so  if  they  could 
possibly  help  it,  unless  they  were  com- 
pelled.    But  when  a  child  is  sent  to 
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prison,  he  must  hare  the  protection 
which  the  prison  laws  give  him.  When 
the  children  are  in  p>isou  thej  are  pro- 
tected by  the  law,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  prison  oflSoials  to  see  that  proper 
precautions  are  taken  in  respect  of  their 
health,  clothing,  and  food.  When  we 
come  to  these  imaginary  places  which, 
according  to  the  noble  Lord's  suggestion, 
are  to  be  built  at  some  time  or  other  at 
somebody's  expense — I  do  not  know 
whose — I  cannot  imagine  what  security 
we  shall  get  that  proper  discipline  would 
be  enforced,  and  that  the  children  would 
have  that  protection  which  a  prison 
afEords  under  the  Prison  Acts,  Acts  which 
have  been  very  carefully  drawn.  The 
noble  Lord  quoted  the  evidence  which  is 
g^ven  on  page  27  of  the  Beport  of  the 
Commissioners,  but  he  entirely  forgot,  I 
think,  the  object  for  which  the  Com- 
missioners quoted  that  evidence.  It  is 
for  this  reason:  They  say  that  on  no 
subject  are  prison  managers  more  unani> 
mens  in  opinion  than  in  regard  to  the 
conviction  and  imprisonment  of  children 
being  sent  to  the  schools.  I  must  ask 
the  House,  therefore,  not  to  accept  this 
Amendment,  because  I  think  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  children  themselves, 
it  would  be  an  extremely  hard  mea- 
sure. 

Thk  Earl  op  ;RAVENSW0RTH:  I 
am  very  sorry  to  trouble  the  House  so 
often,  but  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  Clause  22.  It  is  only  two  or 
three  days  ago  that  I  presented  a  very 
important  Petition  from  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  Chichester  against  this 
clause.  That  clauss  makes  it  for  the 
first  time  compulsory  upon  every  County 
Council  and  every  Borough  Council  to 
contribute  to  the  expenses  of  manage- 
ment of  every  such  school,  at  the  rate  of 
not  less  than  2s.  6d.  per  week.  Up  to 
this  time  these  contributions  have  been 
optional,  and  I  want  to  know  very  much, 
from  the  noble  Viscount,  what  are  the 
grounds  upon  which  that  optional  pay- 
ment has  now  been  converted  into  a 
compulsory  subscription.  This  is  a  very 
serious  amount,  as  it  involves  a  large 
amount  of  expenditure  for  the  purposes 
to  which  your  Lordships  are  asked  to 
give  your  sanction.  I,  therefore,  hope 
there  may  be  some  reason  given  for 
that  which  has  hitherto  been  an  optional 
payment  being  now  made  compulsory. 
I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  in 
Viscotmt  Cross 


all  the  other  clauses  it  is  stated  that  the 
County  Councils  "may"  do  so  and  so, 
but  in  this  particular  clause  the  little 
word  "shall"  which  is  introduced  in 
substitution  for  it,  is  very  potent 
indeed. 

♦ViscoONT  CROSS :  I  may  explain  that 
this  is  practically  an  arrangement  with 
the  Troisury,  which,  I  think,  would  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  County  Councils. 
They  gave  up  their  right  as  between 
the  Councils  and  themselves  inter  te  to 
the  contributions  from  the  parents,  and, 
therefore,  they  say  they  think  it  right 
that  they  should  have  the  power  to 
make  these  payments  compulsory.  The 
matter  was  considerably  discussed  in 
Committee.  By  the  arrangement  with 
the  Treasury,  the  sums  of  money  con- 
tributed by  the  parents,  which  used  to  go 
to  the  Tretisuiy,  are  given  up,  and  this- 
charge  was  substituted. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

YOTJTHFDIi  OFFENDERS  BILL. 
(No.  96.) 

Read  3'    (according  to   order),   and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
CPLEUEO-PNEUMONIA)  BILL.-(No.  lOo.) 

SECOin)  BEADIKO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read' 
ing,  read. 
*Tbs  Earl  of  JERSEY :  My  Lords,  in 
asking  your  Lordships  to  give  a  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  I  must  claim  yoar 
indulgence  while  I  endeavour  to 
point  out  what  are  its  leading  objects 
and  scope.  I  need  not  detain  yonr 
Lordships  with  sny  lengthened  ex- 
planation of  the  great  danger  and 
loss  which  accrue  not  only  to  the 
owners  of  cattle  but  to  the  public 
generally  from  the  spread  of  pleuro- 
pneumonia. 'At  the  present  naoment 
the  various  Local  Authorities  in  the 
country  have  the  carrying  out  of  tiie 
Act  of  1878,  and  of  iha  several  Orders 
dealing  with  this  disease.  A  want  of 
uniformity  of  action  has  not  in- 
frequently arisen  by  which  the  energy 
of  one  Local  Authority  has  been  set  at 
naught  through  the  supineness  of 
another.  There  has  been  also  consider- 
able hesitation    in    ^ughtering   cattle 
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at  the  right  moment,  and,  consequently, 
the  disease  has  been  allovred  to  spread, 
and  there  have  been  outbreaks,  which 
might  have  been  prevented,  owing 
to  cattle  affected  with  pleuro-pnenmonia, 
and  which  ought  to  have  been  slaugh- 
tered, being  allowed  to  come  in  contact 
with  other  animals,  and  those  animals 
which  had  been  in  contaot  with  affected 
animals  being  permitted  to  be  sold. 
It  was  found  necessary,  in  1888,  to  issue 
a.  farther  Order,  by  which  cattle  which 
had  been  in  contact  with  animals  affected 
with  plenro- pneumonia  were  ordered  to 
be  slaughtered,  compensation  to  the 
amount  of  three-fourths  of  the  value  of 
an  animal  actually  afEeoted  with  the 
disease,  and  the  full  value  of 
animals  slaughtered  because  t^ey  had 
been  in  contact  with  affected  animals, 
was  ordered  to  be  paid.  That  com- 
pensation had  to  be  paid  by  the 
Local  Authorities.  Notwithstanding 
the  Order  of  1888— whether  it 
was  owing  to  the  want  of  uniformity 
among  the  various  Authorities  or  to  the 
concealment  of  existing  disease,  or  to 
the  movement  of  affected  cattle  to  and 
from  the  fairs  and  markets  throughout 
the  country,  no  effectual  result  has  been 
obtained.  There  is  also  great  force 
in  the  argument  that  this  compul- 
soiy  slaughter  of  cattle  is  carried  out 
for  the  general  good,  and,  there- 
fore, that  it  is  reasonable  the  public 
should  bear  a  share  in  paying  the  com- 
pensation required.  Unfortunately,  in 
the  month  of  May  last  there  was  a  consi- 
derable increase  in  the  number  of  out- 
breaksof  pleuro-pneumonia.  There  were 
no  less  than  57  in  May,  as  compared  with 
25  in  April  last,  and  33  in  the  corre- 
qionding  month  of  May  last  year.  There- 
fore, I  think  it  is  clear  that,  unless 
stringent  measures  are  taken  at  once, 
we  run  a  considerable  risk  of  this 
disease  taking  a  firm  hold  of  the  country, 
in  which  case  our  difficulties  would  be 
▼eiy  great.  The  President  of  the  Board 
d  Agriculture,  seeing  the  necessity  of 
decided  action,  has  determined  to  grapple 
with  this  disease  in  the  most  effective 
way  that  Parliament  will  aUow,  and 
<J«^  is  by  taking  over  the  executive 
power  from  the  various  Local  Authorities, 
and  exercising  it  himself.  But  this  action 
naturally  involves  the  payment  of  com- 
praaation  by  the  Government,  upon  the 
principle  tluit  "  whoever  kills  must  pay." 


I  can  well  understand  that  we  should  be 
very  chary  of  depriving  IxxmI  Autho- 
rities of  any  powers  they  may  have,  but 
it  is  quite  clear  it  would  never  do 
for  the  Local  Authority  to  slaughter  and 
the  Government  to  pay,  neither  would 
the  Local  Authority  agree  that  the  Go 
vemment  should  slaughter  and  that  they 
should  pay.  Unfortunately,  it  is  only  too 
true  that  there  has  been,  and  probably 
is,  a  great  deal  ef  concealment  of  thi» 
disease;  and  I  quite  agree  with  what 
fell  from  the  noble  Ijord,  Earl  Spencer, 
the  other  day,  on  the  great  difiionlty 
which  Local  Authorities  meet  with  in 
tracing  out  the  causes  of  an  outbreak, 
and  even  in  searching  places  where'  the 
disease  is  supposed  to  exist.  Under 
this  Bill,  therefore,  greater  powers  of 
inspection  are  taken.  By  the  Ist  clause 
it  is  enacted  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture shall  cause  all  cattle  which  are 
affected  with  pleuro-pneumonia  to  be 
slaughtered,  and  it  may  also,  if  it  thinks 
fit  to  do  so,  cause  any  cattle  which  have 
been  in  contact  with  affected  cattle  to  be 
slaughtered.  The  words  dealing  with 
the  question  of  contact  are  purposely 
made  very  wide,  because  it  has  been 
found  '  in  the  pctst  that  in  many  cases 
animals  which  have  been  not  very  far 
from  affected  animals  have  not  been 
slaughtered  at  the  time,  but  have  been 
sent  away,  and  after  a  short  time  they 
have  fallen  victims  to  the  disease,  and 
have  become  themselves  centres  of 
contagion.  It  is  hoped  that  in  this  way 
the  Government  will  have  a  clear  hand 
in  dealing  with  cattle  which  have  been 
thus  in  contact  with  diseased  animals. 
Then  it  is  enacted  that  the  old  rate  of 
compensation  shall  be  paid,  and  provision 
is  made  for  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional Inspectors.  By  the  help  of  those 
Inspectors  it  is  hoped  that  the  Board 
will  be  able  to  trace  the  disease  better 
than  can  at  the  present  moment  be 
done  by  the  Local  Authorities,  who, 
after  all,  cannot  trace  the  disease  be- 
yond the  limit  of  their  own  jurisdic- 
tion. Then,  by  the  next  clause,  with 
regard  to  the  funds,  there  is  £140,000 
allocated  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  Acte  as  regards  Great  Britain, 
and  if  there  shall  be  in  any  year  a 
deficiency  it  is  provided  that  it  shall 
be  made  up  out  of  the  Local  Taxa- 
tion funds.  But  it  is  hoped  there  will 
be    no    occasion    to    do    that.       Then 
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Clause  3  orders  that  the  Inspectors  of 
tho  Local  Authorities  shall,  in  addition  to 
the  powers  and  duties  they  now  have, 
report  immediately  any  case  of  pleuro- 
pneumonia to  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture. The  effect  of  this  will  be  that, 
the  moment  the  Board  is  made  acquainted 
with  an  outbreak,  they  will  send  down 
their  own  Inspsctor,  they  will  them- 
selves take  the  case  in  hand;  and  will 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  law. 
Then  Clause  4  gives  more  power  to  the 
Inspectors.  At  the  present  moment 
an  Inspector,  when  he  goes  into  a 
place  or  shed  where  he  has  reason 
to  think  there  may  be  disease  exist- 
ing, but  concealed,  has  to  give  his 
reasons  in  writing.  Under  this  clause 
the  Inspectors  will  have  power  to  enter 
into  any  shed  or  place  where  they  have 
raason  in  their  own  minds  to  think  there 
is  concealment  of  disease,  and  to  act  at 
once  without  any  let  or  hindrance.  The 
Sth  clause  applies  to  Ireland.  I  need  only 
«ay  that  the  sum  of  £20,000  is  allotted 
to  Ireland,  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Privy  Council  there  take  the  place 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  here. 
Clause  6  deals  with  the  accounts. 
Clause  9  gives  the  Ist  September  as 
the  date  on  which  it  is  proposed  that 
this  Act  shall  come  into  operation.  I 
have  endeavoured,  my  Lords,  briefly  to 
point  out  to  the  House  the  chief  points 
of  this  Bill,  which  may  be  summarised 
under  three  heads  or  principles  j  the  sub- 
stitution of  a  Central  Authority  in  place 
of  many  Local  Authorities,  in  order  to  se> 
curouniformity  of  action ;  the  consequent 
payment  of  compensation  out  of  the  Im- 
perial fRnds,  in  order  that  the  cost  of 
carrying  out  an  object  which  is  for  the 
public  good  shall  not  isM  entirely 
upon  the  local  funds  ;  and,  lastly, 
the  increased  stringency  of  inspec- 
tion, in  order  that  concealment  of 
disease  m»y  be  more  easily  detected. 
I  feel  sure  that  these  principles  will  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  House,  for  your 
Lordships  will  agree  that  the  safety  and 
soundness  of  our  herds  is  not  merely  a 
matter  of  individual  advantage,  but  of 
great  national  importance.  But  if  the 
State  comes  forward  to  help  in  this 
matter  may  we  not  look  to  agricul- 
turalists and  others  in  the  country 
to  lend  their  aid.  A  measure  of  this 
kind  can  only  be  successfully  worked 
with  the  assistance  of  the  public.  It 
The  Earl  of  Jersey 


cannot  be  carried  out  solely  by  the 
care  and  firmness  of  the  Central  Au- 
thorities, but  much  will  depend  on  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  supported  through- 
out the  country.  I  have  said  that  onr 
great  danger  is  tho  concealment  of  the 
disease.  The  policy  of  the  pole-axe  has 
succeeded  in  the  Netherlands,  and  there  is 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  will  not 
succeed  in  this  country  if  the  Authorities 
are  supported  by  public  opinion  and 
public  spirit.  The  Board  of  Agriculture 
will  have  to  rely  greatly  on  the  sympa- 
thetic action  of  the  Local  Authorities, 
especially  in  the  first  instance,  and  their 
knowledge  and  advice  must  always 
be  most  valuable.  Some  time  will 
elapse  before  this  Act  comes  into 
operation,  and  it  is  important  that  there 
should  be  energy  shown  between  now 
and  the  1st  September  next.  Unless 
stringent  efforts  are  made  to  stamp  out 
every  outbreak  which  may  occur  we 
may  have  to  regret  a  very  serious  spread 
of  the  disease,  and  of  course  our  diffi- 
culties and  expense  will,  in  that  case,  be 
enormously  increased.  But  I  am  quite 
sure  that  we  shall  meet  with  the  assist- 
ance of  those  who  do  not  always  give 
support  to  our  measures,  like  the  noble 
Earl  opposite,  whose  experience  and 
anthori^  is  so  great  in  these  matters, 
and  that  they  will  assist  us  in  our 
endeavours  to  remove  a  dark  spot,  which 
seems  to  threaten  the  somewhat  more 
hopeful  prospects  of  agriculture  at  the 
present  time.  I  b^  to  move  that  this 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 

The  Mabquess  or  HUNTLY:  My 
Lords,  I  am  sure  the  thanks,  not  only 
of  your  Lordships'  House,  but  also  of 
every  one  who  is  interested  in  agricul- 
ture in  this  country,  are  due  to  the 
Government  for  having  brought  in  this 
Bill.  The  only  word  of  complaint  that 
I  have  heard  in  connection  with  it,  is 
that,  in  one  single  point,  it  does  not  go 
far  enough,  and  the  only  observations  I 
shall  have  to  make  to  your  Lordships 
will  be  upon  that  point.  The  noble 
Earl  who  has  moved  the  Second  Beading 
of  the  Bill,  said  very  truly  that  the 
dangerof  the  spread  of  pleuro-pneumonia, 
and  the  loss  we  have  suffered  from  it 
throughout  the  country,  has  been  from 
unsystematic     management,    and    from 
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feilnre  in  administering  the  law.  If  the 
Local  Anthority  in  one  oonnty  has 
adopted  one  way  of  carrying  it  out, 
another  Local  Authority  in  an  adjoining 
oonniy  has  put  a  different  interpretation 
altogether  upon  the  law.  I  could  give 
your  Lordships  an  extrtM>rdinary  instance 
which  only  occurred  last  month  of  the 
way  in  which  the  law  is  regarded  in 
some  places.  I  quote  from  a  newspaper 
giving  the  incident,  which  occurred  in  a 
neighbouring  county  to  my  own,  the 
county  of  Forfarshire.     It  sbites  that — 

"It  was  reported  that  plearo-pnenmonia  had 
broken  out  at  a  farm  in  Carge  Gowrie,  among  a 
herdof  cattle  valued  at  £2,000.  Nine  of  them 
had  been  killed  by  order  of  the  Xxical  Govern - 
ment  Authority  ;  the  authorities  directed  that 
20  mora  should  be  brought  into  Forfar  for 
nle  on  Monday,  and  that  the  remainder 
shoold  be  sold  in  lots." 

I  believe,  my  Lords,  that  this  actually 
took  place;  that  80  cattle  out  of  101 
cattle,  contaminated  by  contact  with 
others  suffering  from  pleuro-pneumonia, 
were  actually  sold,  and  allowed  to  dis- 
acminate  and  act  as  centres  of  disease, 
and  whoever  haa  bought  them,  now  has 
in  them  centres  of  infection.  That  is 
the  way  in  which  some  counties  carry 
out  the  law,  and  we  have  found  that  in 
the  county  with  which  I  am  connected, 
where  we  work  the  Act  according  to  the 
Orders  of  Privy  Council,  we  could  not 
contend  with  the  opposite  system  which 
other  counties  choBe  to  adopt.  The 
necessity,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  those  who  have  been  working 
dis  Act  in  the  past,  is  that  the  power  of 
the  Inspectors  should  be  strei^hened 
for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  existing 
cases,  or  detiecting  cases  of  concealment 
of  the  diseass.  The  noble  Earl  took 
credit  for  Clause  4,  which  enables  the 
Inspector  to  enter  without  notice  in 
writing,  which  has  hitherto  been 
necessary,  into  any  shed  or  place  where 
he  suspects  the  disease  exists.  That 'is 
very  well  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  is  no 
donbt  a  great  improvement ;  but  the 
great  difiSculty  we  have  in  carrying  out 
the  Act  is  in  Clauses  66  to  78  with 
regard  to  penalties  for  offences.  Under 
those  provisions  the  owner  of  a  diseased 
animal  must  take  all  practicable  means  of 
giving  notice  of  this  disease,  and  as  the 
nutter  stands  we  have  found  in  Aber- 
deenshire  that  we  cfuinot  get  a  conviction 
onder  the  Act.  A  dairyman  finds  he 
has  a  cow  sufEering  from  plenro.     Well, 


he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  palm  off  this 
diseased  cow  upon  some  other  dairyman, 
or  some  innocent  farmer  who  comes  into 
the  market,  and  so  that  animal  goes  forth 
into  another  part  of  the  country,  and 
soon  afterwards  there  is  an  outbreak  of 
pleuro-pneumonia.  We  have  tried  time 
after  time  to  secure  convictions,  but 
because,  under  the  Act,  the  man  who  has 
caused  the  mischief  is  able  to  plead  that 
he  was  not  aware  of  the  presence  of  the 
disease,  or  that  the  animal  was  affected, 
and  that  he  took  all  practicable  means  of 
giving  notice,  we  are  unable  to  obtain  a 
conviction.  I  shall  therefore  venture  to 
move  in  Committee  a  new  clause, 
providing  that  any  person  who  neglects 
to  give  notice  to  the  Local  Authorily  or 
to  the  Inspector  shall  be  liable  for  ex- 
penses under  Clauses  60  to  66.  That 
would  put  the  onus  upon  the  owner  of 
the  diseased  animal,  and  it  would  put  an 
end  to  the  system  of  concealment  which 
has  been  the  cause  why  this  disease  has 
not  been  extirpated  long  ago.  There  is  one 
of  er  point  I  should  like  to  mention.  The 
noble  Earl  has  not  said  enough,  I  think, 
with  regard  to  the  value  of  this  measure 
in  one  direction,  and  that  is  to  the 
owners  of  pedigree  cattle.  The  existence 
of  pleuro-pneumonia  in  this  country  has 
greatly  depreciated  the  value  of  that 
kind  of  stock,  and  has  entirely  excluded 
it  from  the  foreign  market ;  because  the 
knowledge  that  the  disease  exists  in  this 
country  prevents  us  from  selling  to  the 
foreigner,  and  the  best  market  which 
was  open  to  owners  in  this  country,  that 
is  the  foreign  market,  is  therefore  closed 
against  us.  I  shall  therefore  venture  to 
move  the  Ajnendments  of  which  I  have 
given  notice. 

•Earl  SPENCER:  My  Lords,  I  am 
sorry  to  have  to  trouble  your  Lordships 
with  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject,  but  I 
am  afraid  it  has  been  my  fate  to  have 
been  very  much  mixed  up  with  subjects 
connected  with  diseases  of  cattle,  and  I 
am  therefore  anxious  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  very  important  measure  which 
my  noble  Friend  Lord  Jersey  has  intro- 
duced to  your  Lordships'  House.  I  con- 
fess I  think  it  is  rather  a  reflection  on 
veterinary  science  that  no  remedy  has 
been  found  for  a  disease  of  this  kind. 
I  know  that  the  veterinary  schools  of 
this  country  have  greatly  improved  of 
late,  and  that  there  are  many  able  men 
who    are  devoted    to    their   profession 
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oonnected  with  them.  At  the  eame 
time,  I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that 
it  is  a  reflection  upon  scientific  bodies 
that  the  only  way  of  getting  rid  of  a 
terrible  and  disastrous  disease  is  the  use  of 
the  pole  axe.  My  Lords,  I  am  afraid  we 
must  admit,  according  to  all  experience 
in  this  and  other  countries,  that  there  is 
no  safe_  remedy  for  this  dangerous  and 
disastrous  disease,  andall  the  best  authori- 
ties declare  that  the  only  way  of  getting 
rid  of  it  from  a  country  is  to  slaughter 
not  only  all  the  animals  afEocted  with 
the  disease,  but  all  animals  that  haye 
been  in  contact  with  them.  I,  therefore, 
my  Lords,  am  strongly  in  favour  of  a 
serious  effort  being  made  in  this  country 
to  get  rid  of  the  disease.  I  daresay  your 
Lordships  bare  seen  an  -  interesting 
Beport  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  this  subject.  Those  who  have  read 
that  Report  will  see  that  it  bears  strong 
evidence  to  the  necessity  of  some  central 
action.  The  noble  EJarl  has  very  well 
put  the  reasons  why  central  action  is 
necessary.  It  is  necessary,  because  Local 
Authorities  in  various  parts  uf  the 
country,  even  some  of  the  very  best 
Local  Authorities,  are  afraid  of  charging 
the  rates  with  the  heavy  expeYiditure 
which  would  be  entailed  if  they  carried 
out  thoroughly  the  orders  of  the  Privy 
Council  under  this  Act  by  the  slaughter 
of  many  valuable  cattle.  I  kxiow  that 
many  of  those  authorities  have  doubts  as 
to  the  efficacy  of  the  measure  :  but  the 
great  inducement  to  them  to  hesitate  is 
the  heavy  expenditure  that  would  be 
thrown  on  their  county  if  they 
slaughtered  a  large  number  of  cattle 
that  have  been  in  contact  with  diseased 
cattle,  and  it  has  been  said  very  truly  that 
while  one  county  may  be  very  stringent 
in  carrying  out  the  Orders  in  Council 
another  may  be  very  lax.  The  noble 
Marquess  quoted  a  case  which  certainly 
would  be  a  perfect  scandal  if  he  is 
correctly  informed  as  to  what  occurred 
upon  a  farm  in  Forfar,  and  I  think 
that  some  steps  might  well  be  taken 
with  regard  to  what  was  done  by  the 
owners  of  the  cattle  in  sending  those 
animals  to  market.  But,  my  Lords,  I  think, 
as  the  noble  Earl  said  very  truly,  there 
is  justification  for  coming  on  Imperial 
funds  for  this  compensation,  because  the 
benefit  derived  is  a  benefit  to  the  whole 
community,  and  not  only  to  the  particular 
locaUfy,  which,  although  the  greatest 
Earl  Spencer 


possible  care  may  have  been  exer- 
cised, may  still  have  the  misfortune  to 
have  the  disease  introduced  into  il 
Therefore,  I  think  there  is  justification 
for  the  Central  Autiiority  intervening 
and  taking  charge  of  this  very  grave 
matter.  Now  I  wish  to  say  with  regard 
to  this  Bill  what  struck  me,  when  the 
measure  was  first  introduced,  was  that  I 
should  have  preferred  to  see  it  framed  in 
a  different  way.  I  should  have  preferred 
to  see  the  Local  Authorities  charged 
with  a  certain  amount  of  the  cost  of 
carrying  out  the  orders.  That,  I  believe, 
was  the  system  in  vogue  in  Ireland, 
where  half  was  paid  by  the  Central 
Authority  and  half  by  the  Local 
Authority.  It  is  very  true,  as  my  noble 
Friend  says,  that  the  power  of  ordering 
the  slaughter  ought  to  be  with  those 
who  pay  the  rate.  It  is  very  difficult 
for  the  Central  Government  Depart- 
ment to  intervene  when  a  Local 
Authority  is  las^  in  carrying  out  the 
order  for  slaughter  for  which  they  have 
afterwards  wholly  to  pay.  I  heartily  agree 
with  my  noble  Friend  in  that  respect.  But 
if  the  Central  Authority  pays  half  I 
think  it  would  have  a  right  to  intervene 
and  call  upon  the  Local  Authority  to 
slaughter.  I  am  aware  that  there  is 
considerable  difficulty  in  the  matter,  and 
perhaps  the  noble  Elarl  or  some  Member 
of  the  Government  will  say  whether 
there  is  any  very  great  objection  felt  to 
this  method  of  providing  the  compensatioo. 
Thismethod  of  carrying  out  thecompensa- 
tion  which  I  have  in  my  mind  would  have 
this  advantage  :  that  it  would  induce  the 
Local  Authority  to  be  very  much  more 
careful  with  regard  to  the  administra- 
tion ef  the  Sanitary  Laws  and  Regula- 
tions in  reference  to  infection  among 
cattle.  They  would  be  much  more 
careful  with  regard  to  the  Regulations 
they  make,  whereas  I  very  much  fear 
thtlt  if  the  Local  Authorities  find  that 
the  compensation  is  to  come  out  of 
Imperial  funds  some  of  them  might  be 
very  careless  in  their  administration  in 
that  respect.  Then  there  is  another 
point  to  be  remembered,  another 
objection,  and  it  is  this  :  that  if,  un- 
fortunately, this  disease  becomes  spread 
over  the  country  the  Central  Board 
will  have  immense  difficulty  in  carry- 
ing out  the  execution  of  the 
order.  I  know  that  in  the  case  of 
cattle  plague,  when  it  was  introduced 
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into  the  country  not  inanj  years  ago, 
the  Centaral  Authority  were  able  to  check 
it  irithoat  difficulty;  but  then  the 
disease  tros  at  a  minimum  and  was  con- 
fined within  a  small  space.  But  if  this 
disease  is  spread  all  over  the  country 
and  appears  in  ereiy  county  throughout 
Great  Britain  I  am  a£i«id  the  Central 
Authority  will  have  very  great  difficulty 
in  seeing  that  the  orders  are  carried  out 
without  the  assistance  of  the  Local 
Authorities.  I  think  I  should  myself 
have  preferred  to  have  seen  the  Local 
Authority  invested  with  the  power  of 
carrying  out  the  orders.  In  that  way 
tiie  position  of  the  Central  Authority 
would  be  very  much  strengthened, 
because,  if  they  found  that  the 
Local  Authority  failed  in  their  du<y  in 
carrying  out  the  orders,  they  would 
receive  general  support  in  issuing  the 
most  'Stringent  orders  from  head- 
quarters. The  noble  Lord  was  g^od 
enough  to  refer  to  some  remarks  which 
I  made  at  the  Royal  Agricultural 
Society  the  other  day.  I  certainly  did 
think  it  my  duty  to  speak  strongly 
before  that  body  on  the  subject,  and  I 
stated  that  one  of  the  matters  of  the 
greatest  possible  difficulty  was  to  trace 
the  origin  of  the  disease.  We  have,  un- 
fortunately, had  lately  seven  outbreaks 
in  Northamptonshire,  and  in  all  of  them 
the  mischief  has  been  traced  to  one 
day  at  Northampton  Market,  and, 
I  believe,  to  some  shed-cows  coming 
from  London  dairies.  We  have  had  the 
greatest  possible  difficulty  in  endeavour- 
ing to  trace  these  animals,  and  I  sat 
myself  for  five  hours  one  day  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  trying  to  trace  out  those 
animals.  We  never  got  near  the  tract 
in  regard  to  four  of  the  cows,  because 
in  every  one  of  those  cases  the  dealers 
alsointely  refused  to  say  whence  they 
had  obtamed  their  cattle ;  but  in  the  fifth 
case  where  we  thought  we  had  traced 
the  matter  out  we  were  not  able  to  run 
the  fox  to  ground,  because  at  the  last 
moment  the  information  broke  down  and 
we  were  unable  to  trace  the  cases  to  an 
actual  plenro-pneumonia  centre.  I 
believe,  my  Lords,  the  Central  Authority 
will  be  able  to  trace  the  disease  much 
more  effectually  than  the  Local  Author- 
ities, and,  therefore,  I  welcome  the  Bill 
on  that  account  alone.  But  there  is 
another  point,  and  a  very  serious  one. 
It  is   this,    that    unless    the    Central 


Authority  have  the  most  stringent 
powers  I  am  afraid  they  will  not 
succeed  in  carrying  out  the  de- 
sired object.  I  am  aware  that  there 
is  a  very  great  interest  connected  with 
this  part  of  the  subject,  I  mean  the  dairy 
interest.  I  have  a  great  regard  for  that 
interest,  and  I  feel  that  it  must  be  re- 
spected and  not  unduly  interfered  with. 
At  the  same  time  I  feel  convinced  that  it 
is  from  the  cow-sheds  in  large  towns  that 
this  great  evil  principally  arises,  and  that 
we  must  look  to  them  as  the  source  of 
this  disease.  In  London,  and  throughout 
Great  Britain,  it  is  the  habit  of  dairy- 
men to  kill  their  cows  or  to  send  them 
for  slaughter  after  they  cease  to  be  of 
value  for  milking  purposes.  But  in 
Dublin,  which  is  another  centre,  a 
different  system  prevails.  There  the 
system  of  the  dairymen  is  to  send  out 
the  young  stock  which  they  breed  in  the 
spring,  and  they  become  centres  of  in 
fection  when  sent  through  the  country 
round  Dublin.  I  remember  when  I  went 
to  Dublin  in  1869-70  I  used  to  see  every 
spring  in  Phoenix  Park  centres  of  pleuro- 
pneumonia from  the  presence  of  young 
cows  which  had  been  sent  out  from 
Dublin.  I  may  mention  that  I  lost  15 
cows  in  one  case  in  that  way  myself; 
but  we  were  able  to  check  that  to  a  great 
extent,  though  there  was  enormous  loss, 
because  we  insisted  on  the  authorities 
of  the  park  very  strictly  refusing  to 
admit  any  cattle  at  all  without  a  licence. 
I  am  afraid  the  practice  I  refer  to  still 
exists,  and  I  think  it  will  add  greatly  to 
the  difficulty  of  stamping  out  the  disease 
in  Dublin.  In  London,  and  other  large 
towns,  it  will  certainly  be  in  the  interest 
of  all  honest  traders  in  the  dairies  to  try 
and  stamp  out  this  disease.  I  very  much 
fear  that  merely  giving  powers  of  in- 
spection will  not  be  sufficient;  and  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  before  long 
either  the  Board  oi  Agriculture,  by 
Order  in  Council,  will  be  obliged  to  pro- 
hibit the  sending  out  from  large  towns 
of  shed-cows  during  the  operation  of 
stamping  out  the  disease,  or  some  other 
step  will  have  to  be  taken  to  check  the 
outflow  from  these  large  dairies.  I 
know  it  has  been  said  that  Local 
Authorities  have  power  to  defend  them- 
selves ag^ainst  these  dairies  ;  but  I  think 
this  mode  of  defence  is  very  inefficacious. 
We  thought  in  Northamptonshire  that 
we    might  prohibit  the  importation  of 
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animals  from  London  daring  the  ont- 
break  of  plenro-pneomonia ;  bnt  we 
found  that  cattle  from  London  were 
smaggled  into  some  other  county  where 
there  was  no  disease,  and  that  unless  we 
prohibited  altogether  the  importation  of 
cattle  into  the  county  we  could  not 
secure  ourselves  against  the  importation 
of  these  cows.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
it  would  be  to  their  own  interest  for 
the  dairy  trade  to  agree  to  strong 
restrictions,  and  that  for  their  own 
sake  they  will  make  some  sacrifice.  If 
they  do  not,  then  sooner  or  later,  if  this 
measure  is  to  be  carried  out  throughout 
the  country,  some  stringent  order  from 
London  with  regard  to  these  cows  which 
spread  the  disease  will  have  to  be  made. 
I  do  not  believe  there  will  be  any  great 
sacrifice  required,  because  nearly  all  these 
animals  are  fit  for  the  butcher.  They 
are  only  bought  for  g^razing,  and  the 
increased  price  which  may  be  obtained 
by  sending  them  into  the  country  would 
probably  b3  inconsiderable.  I  do  not 
know  what  answer  the  Government  m'ly 
be  disposed  to  make  to  that  suggestion 
or  to  another  proposition  that  has  been 
made  in  certain  quarters  for  branding 
these  diseased  shed-cows.  I  think  it 
would  be  very  desirable  before  the  dis- 
cussion closes  that  we  should  hear  a 
statement  from  the  Government  of  their 
views  with  regard  to  that  matter.  In 
all  measures  of  a  rather  heroic  kind  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  be  strong  enough. 
Half  measures  will  always  fail.  I  there- 
fore should  advocate,  during  the  time 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  these 
powers  in  his  hands,  the  adoption  of  the 
strongest  possible  methods  for  arriving  at 
the  source  of  disease  and  getting  rid  of 
it.  I  know  that  some  people  think  the 
disease  is  so  insidious  and  is  concealed 
so  long  in  these  animals  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  rid  of  it.  I  do  not 
believe  that  we  shall  get  rid  of  it  in  a 
short  time  ;  but  if  we  firmly  and  strongly 
carry  out  t^ese  orders  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  not  succeed  in  getting  rid  of 
it,  jaat  as  they  did  in  the  Netherlands. 
There  that  was  absolutely  done,  though 
even  in  that  small  country  the 
disease  went  on  for  several  years 
before  they  succeeded  in  stamping 
it  out.  I  most  sincerely  hope  that  th  ^ 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  whoever  he  may 
be,  will  be  successful  in  the  g^at  task 
the  Gk)vemment  has  undertaken.  It  is 
Earl  Spencer 


not  an  easy  task,  and  the  country  must 
not  be  disappointed  if  it  takes  some  years 
before  any  wide  or  satis&ctory  result 
from  this  legislation  is  forthcoming. 
•The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  and  GOR- 
DON :  My  Lords,  being  of  a  somewhat 
consistent  turn  of  mind,  I  hail  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  the  fiill  under  dis- 
cussion. I  say  this  because  more  than 
three  years  ago,  when  addressing  a 
meeting  of  farmers  in  Sussex,  in  discuss- 
ing the  subject  of  pleuro-pneumonia,  I 
sut^gested  that  the  only  way  of  getting 
rid  of  this  terrible  disease  was  for  the 
Government  to  take  the  matter  into  its 
own  hands,  order  the  slaughter  of  the 
animals,  and  pay  compensation  for -the 
cattle  so  slaughtered.  I  believe  that  is 
the  only  way  of  stamping  out  the 
disease  and  getting  rid  of  it  altogether. 
I  have  been  the  more  induced  to  come  to 
this  conclusion  from  the  experience  I  had 
in  1877,  at  the  time  of  theoutbreak  of  the 
cattle  plague  in  this  country,  of  the 
result  of  the  stringent  measures  which 
we  then  took.  I  am  not  quite  sure  that 
we  were  altogether  justified  in 
what  we  did,  but  in  a  very  short 
time  we  stamped  out  the  disease. 
I  quite  agree  with  my  noble  Friend  Earl 
Spencer  that  the  two  cases  are  not 
exactly  parallel,  that  is  to  say  the  cattle- 
plague  at  that  time  was  confined  to  a 
very  small  area,  this  Metropolis  and  the 
adjacent  part  of  the  country  only, 
whereas  now  we  have  to  deal  with  a 
much  more  extended  area  of  disease, 
pleuro-pneumonia  having  been  developed 
over,  I  think  I  might  almost  say,  the 
whole  of  the  country.  Therefore,  though 
in  1 877  it  did  not  take  so  very  long  a  time 
to  get  rid  of  the  cattle  plague,  we  cannot 
hope  to  eradicate  pleuro-pneoinonia  in  as 
short  a  period  as  was  sufficient  on  that 
occasion.  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  the 
only  way  of  getting  rid  of  the  disease  is. 
by  stamping  it  out  by  the  process  which 
will  be  put  in  action  by  this  Bill.  I 
quite  agree  in  what  my  noble  Friend 
stated,  that  it  is  very  desirable  to  have 
uniformity  of  action.  That  point  was 
referred  to  by  Lord  Huntly.  He  said, 
very  truly,  that  it  was  desirable  that 
should  be  secured,  becansa  where  one 
authority  may  put  in  force  stringent 
measures  under  the  Act  their  energetic 
action  was  probably  neutralised  by  the 
way  in  which  an  adjoining  county  carried 
them  out,  and  I  hope  this  Bill  will  have 
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s  good  effect  in  that  direction.  The 
noble  Lord  also  itaid  the  Bill  does  not  go 
far  enongh.  I  should  hare  liked  to  hear 
in  what  manner  he  -wished  to  extend  the 
operation  of  this  Act.  The  noble  Earl 
stated  that  many  persons  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  concealing  diseased  animals 
upon  their  premises,  but  I  would  point  out 
that  that  is  an  offence  ag^nst  the  law  as 
it  stands  at  present.  In  the  31st  section 
of  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals) 
Act,  41  and  42  Vict.,  cap.  94,  it  is  pro- 
vided by  Sub-section  1  that — 

"Erery  person  having  in  his  possession 
or  under  his  charge  an  animal  affected  with 
diiease  shall,  as  far  as  practicable,  keep  that 
animal  separate  from  animals  not  so  affected, 
and'  shall,  with  all  practicable  speed,  give 
notice  of  the  fact  of  the  animal  being  so 
afiected  to  a  police  constable  for  the  district, 
coonty^,  borough,  town,  or  place,  wherein  the 
animal  is  " 

which  is  so  affected  ;  and  then,  later  on, 
by  the  60th  section  of  the  Act  it  is  en- 
acted that 

"  Any  person  guilty  of  offonces  against  this 
Act  is  liable" 

to  certain  penalties.  So  that,  at  this 
moment,  it  is  contrary  to  the  law 
for  people  to  keep  diseased  animals  on 
their  premises  when  they  are  aware  of 
the  fact  that  the  animals  are  diseased 
without  giving  notice.  I  do  not  go 
quite  as  far  as  my  noble  Friend 
opposite  Earl  Spencer  in  saying  that 
these  dairy  cows  should  be  branded.  I 
doubt  whether,  in  this  country,  it  would 
be  possible  to  carry  out  that  suggestion. 
One  of  Uie  evils  now  that  we  have  to 
contend  with  is  that,  when  a  daiiyman 
has  a  cow  which  he  finds  is  not  likely  to 
be  of  much  more  use  to  him  in  the  milk- 
ing way,  or  finds  that  it  is  not  in  the  best 
of  health,  he  sends  it  away  to 

•Earl  SPENCER  :  I  did  not  make  the 
suggestion  which  my  noble  Friend  men- 
tions on  my  own  part ;  what  I  intended 
to  say  was,  that  it  was  one  of  the  sug- 
gestions which  had  been  thrown  out,  and 
I  think  we  ought  to  hear  what  is  to  be 
■tid  against  it. 

•Thb  Dokb  of  RICHMOND  and 
GORDON  :  My  answer  is  that  I  think  it 
would  not  be  practicable  in  this  country 
to  brand  all  dairy  cows.  But  the  clause 
in  the  Bill  which  I  set  great  store  by  is 
Clause  4,  and  that  clause  goes  further 
than  my  noble  Friend  suggested.  It 
gives  power  to  the  Inspector  to  enter 
and  examine    any    cowshed,    land,    or 


other  place.  It  is  not  that  there 
is  no  such  power  at  all  now,  but  the 
Bill  extends  the  power  possessed  at 
present,  and  gives  in  fact  unlimited 
power  to  the  Inspector  to  inspect. 
Clause  4  says — 

"  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
pleuro-pneumonia  exists  in  any  cowshed,  land, 
or  other  place,  an  Inspector  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  may  enter  such  shed,  land  or 
place." 

He  may  enter  whenever  he  pleases  and 
without  giving  notice,  and  I  thiuk  that  is 
an  enormous  advantage  over  the  law  as 
it  stands  at  present.  Then,  when  the 
Inspector  has  gone  into  these  sheds,  land, 
or  dailies,  wherever  the  cows  may  be^ 
his  duty  would  be  then  to  report  to  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  and  if,  by  the 
Report,  it  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  that  the  disease 
exists  in  any  particular  place,  he  will 
compel  the  slaughter  of  the  animal  so 
affected.  Therefore,  it  gives  an  unlimitecl 
power  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
to  ascertain  whether  the  disease  exists 
if  it  is  suspected  to  exist ;  and,  secondly 
it  gives  him  power  to  order  the  slaughter 
of  the  animals,  compensating  the  party  to 
whom  the  animals  belong.  That  is  a 
very  strong  power,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
is  too  strong  to  meet  the  danger  of 
another  outbreak  of  this  terrible  disease. 
I  trust,  and  I  believe,  that  the  Local 
Authorities  will  in  future  act  in  concert 
with  the  Department  of  •  Agriculture, 
and  endeavour  to  discover  any  cases  of 
disease  in  their  own  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood; and  I  think  that  they  are 
much  more  likely  to  do  it  when  they 
know  that  animals  that  are  diseased,  and 
have  to  be  slaughtered,  will  be  com- 
penaatsd  for  by  the  Government^  than 
at  present,  when  it  appears  to  be  to  the 
interest  of  everybody  to  conceal  the 
existence  of  disease,  and  not  to  have 
animals  killed  for  which  compensation 
must  be  paid  in  the  way  now  provided 
for.  My  Lords,  I  think  the  united  action, 
or  partly  united  action,  which  my  noble 
Friend  has  suggested,  of  the  Local 
Authority  having  part  power  and  the 
Government  having  part  power,  would 
be  not  a  wise  proceeding.  I  think  the 
whole  responsibility  should  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  to  stamp  out^ 
the  disease,  and  pay  for  the  loss  of  cattle 
in  doing  it ;  and,  if  firmly  carried  out,  I 
believe  the  passing  of  this  Bill  into  an 
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Act  will  be  one  of  the  greatust  boons  to 
the  agricnltaral  community  that  we  have 
seen  for  many  years. 

The  Earl  op  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords,  I  may  be,  perhaps,  excused  for 
saying  a  few  words,  as  I  am  connected 
with  the  agricultural  County  of  Norwich, 
where,  unfortunately,  agriculturists  have 
suffered  seriously  itova.  this  disease  of 
pleuro-pneumonia.  We  are  there,  un- 
fortunately, particularly  exposed  to  it, 
^because  our  mode  of  conducting  business 
requires  that,  as  formers,  we  should  buy 
»  number  of  store  cattle,  which  bring, 
in  a  great  measure,  this  terrible  disease 
to  this  country  from  Ireland.  There 
does  exist  among  us  a  rery  strong  belief 
that  thiq  disease  is,  to  a  great  extent, 
propagated  from  Ireland.  Now,  I  do 
not  say  I  assent  to  that  at  all  upon  any 
evidence  which  I  possess,  but  I  mention 
the  fact  in  order  to  justify  the  inquiry 
which  I  addressed  to  the  Government  as 
to  what  has  been  going  on  in  Ireland 
latterly  in  regard  to  this  important  sub- 
ject. I  see  from  the  Report  of  the 
Commissioners — made  about  two  years 
ago,  I  believe  —  that  an  extensive 
slaughter  of  cattle  took  place  in  Dublin. 
No  less  than  1,486  animals  were 
slaughtered,  and  530  of  those  animals 
were  found  to  be  diseased.  Now,  Dublin 
was,  in  my  time,  when  I  was  Lord 
Lieutenant,  a  perfect  hot-bed  of  disease, 
-as  it  also  was  during  the  term  of  office 
of  my  noble  Friend  Earl  Spencer,  and  I 
«annot  consider  anything  more  important 
in  getting  rid  of  this  disease  than  that  the 
Ooverament  should  continue  to  enforce  in 
the  most  vigorous  manner  the  stamping 
•out  of  this  disease  in  Dublin.  With  regard 
to  Ireland  generally,  I  have  no  personal 
«xperience  of  the  mode  in  which  these 
Acts  are  carried  into  effect ;  but  from  the 
nature  of  the  country,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  animals  are  kept,  I  should 
anticipate  a  great  deal  more  difficulty  in 
enforcing  the  orders  of  the  Local  Authori- 
ties in  Ireland  than  in  thiscountry.  If  that 
be  so,  I  welcome  this  Bill  as  giving  u> 
the  Government  more  complete  powers 
of  dealing  with  the  disease.  What  I 
desire  to  impress  upon  the  Government 
is  that  we  in  England  expect  they  will 
use  these  powers  in  Ireland  vigorously 
and  effectually ;  because,  with  a  large 
number  of  cattle  coming  from  Ireland, 
all  our  exertions  and  sacrifices  in  money 
will  be  of  no  avail  whatever  unless  the 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon 


most  stringent  measures  are  taken  in 
Ireland  to  deal  with  the  disease  there. 
My  Lords,  there  are  undoubtedly  some 
persons  who  doubt  the  efficacy  of  this 
measure  for  stamping  out  the  disease. 
One  cannot  help  feeling  some  apprehen- 
sion upon  the  subject,  bnt  I  quite 
concur  with  the  Ck>vemment  in  thinking 
that  a  vigorous  effort  should  be  made  to 
deal  with  it.  Above  all  things,  half 
measures  are  useless.  They  merely  dis- 
tress agriculturists  and  cause  a  waste  of 
public  money  without  attaining  any 
practical  result  If  the  thing  is  to  be  done, 
it  should  be  done  once  for  all  vigorously, 
and  thoroughly  persevered  in ;  and  it  it 
should  turn  out  that  we  cannot  effect 
our  object,  we  shall  have  done  our  best. 
Bnt  we  shall  never  effect  it  by  adopting 
half  measures,  and  by  one  country  doing 
one  thing  and  another  another.  There- 
fore, my  Lords,  I  think  the  Government 
deserve  praise  for  having,  to  use  an  agri- 
cultural expression,  "  taken  the  bull  hj 
the  horns,"  and  having  themselves 
resolved  to  deal  with  the  matter.  There 
is  one  point  which  is  greatly  exercising 
the  minds  of  many  persons,  and  it  is 
mentioned  in  this  Report,  namely,  the 
"  old  cases."  In  old  cases  there  may  be 
found  instances  of  the  extraordinary 
length  of  time  which  the  disease  appears 
to  take  to  incubate.  It  does  seem  extra- 
ordinary to  many  people  that  the  disease 
should  break  out  among  a  herd  after  the 
animals  have  been  isolated  for  several 
months,  and  have  never  apparently  been 
exposed  to  contact  with  diseased  cattle  at 
all.  That  seems  to  have  given  rise  to 
the  opinion  which  prevails  in  the  minds 
of  some  agriculturists  that  the  disease 
may  spring  up  spontaneously  without 
any  contagion.  I  do  not  pretend 
myself  to  speak  with  any  scientific 
authority  in  the  matter,  but  I  think 
such  cases  may  be  explained  on  the 
theory  that  cysts  had  formed  in  the  lungs 
of  the  cattle  affected  ;  that  is  to  say,  that 
an  animal  may  have  bad  the  disease  in  a 
slight  form  and  became  nearly  cured 
without  the  disease  having  been  noticed ; 
the  diseased  part  becomes  healed  over, 
and  the  animal  may  be  perfectly  well 
apparently  for  months.  It  then,  per- 
haps, takes  cold ;  that  breaks  the  cyst 
which  had  formed  in  the  lungs,  and 
makes  the  animal  at  once  evidently 
diseased.  That  seems  to  be  the  explana- 
tion of  the  extraordinary  length  of  time 
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at  which,  after  cattle  had  been  exposed 
to  contagion,  they  become  aSeoted  with 
Hie  disease.  I  mention  the  subject 
becanse  many  agricultarists  are  appre- 
hensive that  the  disease  may  break  out 
of  itself  on  account  of  the  great  length  of 
time  at  which,  after  isolation,  it  breaks 
oat ;  but  if  this  explanation  is  the  true 
one,  it  will  set  at  rest  those  doabts.  It 
is  extremely  important  that  any  doabts 
of  that  kind  should  be  dispelled,  because 
unless  we  can  convince  the  agricultural 
community  that  they  should  give  us  their 
hearty  co-operation  in  carrying  the 
measure  into  effect  we  shall  fail.  I  quite 
agree  with  what  has  been  said  by  the 
libirquess  of  Huntly  in  reference  to 
peDslties.  In  the  case,  for  instance,  of 
large  dairies,  if  a  man  is  not  disposed  to 
give  notice,  the  amount  of  money  which 
£e  has  at  stake  in  the  dairy  and 
the  loss  wliich  he  will  certainly  incur, 
even  though  he  receives  oompensation, 
are  so  large  that  he  may  be  inclined  to 
erade  the  law.  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
penalty  yon  can  impose  will  prevent  his 
doing  that,  and  I  do  not  think  you  should 
tmst  to  penalties  alone.  What  we  want  to 
do  is  to  diffuse  correct  information  on 
the  subject,  and  by  obtaining  general 
cooperation  from  everybody  interested 
in  the  matter,  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
stamp  out  this  disease  which  has 
inflicted  more  grievous  loss  on  agricul- 
tarists. 

Thb  Eabl  or  RAVENSWORTH  :    I 
should  like  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  who  is 
to  allocate  the  Compensation  Fund  which 
is  to  be  devoted  by  the  country  for   the 
{mrpose    of    paying     for    the      cattle 
slaughtered  P      I  ask  in  reference  to  the 
allocation  to  the  various  counties.     We 
have  heard  from  noble  Lords  of  outbreaks 
in  some  of  our  counties,  and  I  may  men- 
tion that  there  has  been  a  very  serions 
ontbreak  in  my  oyrn  county.      I  should 
like  to  know  whether  it  is  to  be  on  the 
principle  of    "  first  come   first  served." 
It     might     be     that    a     very     large 
«um     would       be      required      for      a 
single    county,     and    I    only    want    to 
know  who   is  to  allocate  it,  and   upon 
what  principle.  At  the  same  time,  I,  too, 
should  like  to  twid  my  humble  thanks  to 
the  Giovemment  for  having  dealt  with 
this  question  in  so  e£Bcient  a  manner. 
My  noble  Friend  opposite  has,  I  think, 
done  great  service  with  his  great  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  in  having  pointed 
VOL.  CCCXLV.      [thikd  seriep.] 


out  the  difficulties  that  any  Government 
will  meet  with  in  grappling  with  this 
disease.  My  noble  Friend  the  Earl  of 
Kimberley  has  told  the  Honse  that 
which  is  no  doubt  perfectly  true,  that 
one  of  the  greatest  of  those  difficulties 
will  arise  from  the  length  of  time  which 
is  occupied  in  the  incubation  of  the 
disease  in  the  animals.  Whatever 
amount  of  inspection  you  practise,  you 
may  send  the  cleverest  man  in  the 
country,  and  I  defy  him  to  tell  yon, 
unless  there  are  present  the  outward 
symptoms,  how  long  it  may  be  before 
the  disease  breaks  out.  No  man  can 
blame  a  farmer  for  parting  with  his 
animals,  and  weeks  after  they  have  been 
sent  away  the  disease  may  break  out 
among  them.  I  am  very  glad  that  my 
noble  Friend  the  Earl  of  Eamberley  has 
really  hit  the  right  nail  on  the  head  in 
what  he  has  said.  He  has  explained 
the  difficulty  which  even  an  army  of 
Inspectors  will  find  in  taking  necessary 
steps  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
measure.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
great  foci  of  disease  are  these  sheds  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  great  towns  ;  and 
the  difficulty  of  finding  out  whether  they 
are  infected  or  not,  will  be  met,  and 
perhaps  largely  met,  by  the  increased 
powers  of  inspection  given  ;  but  no 
amount  of  inspection,  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  disease,  will  absolutely 
protect  you,  and,  therefore,  the  country 
must  not  expect  that  we  shall  be  enabled 
to  stamp  out  the  evil  within  a  very  short 
time.  I  hope  the  noble  Earl  will  inform 
me  how  the  money  is  to  be  allocated,  and 
upon  what  principle. 

•Lord  WENLOCK  :  I  sincerely  hope 
the  Government  will  not  be  induced  to 
act  upon  the  suggestion  thrown  out  by 
Earl  Spencer,  namely,  that  the  compensa- 
tion should  be  provided  between  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Local 
Authorities.  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
him  make  that  statement,  because  I 
should  have  thought  his  experience 
would  have  proved  to  him  that  any 
arrangement,  which  required  communica- 
tion between  the  Local  Authorities  and 
the  Government,  might  cause  delay, 
which  would  give  time  for  the  dis- 
ease to  spread  itself  all  over  the 
country.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
at  least  be  firm  and  stick  to  their 
guns  on  this  occasion.  I  hail  with  satis- 
&ction  the  fact  that  they  have  at  last 
2  D 
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detennined  to  grapple  frith  this  disease, 
and  I  think  the  oonntry  will  very  much 
regret  if  the  Government  recede  from 
the  position  they  have  taken  np  in  the 
matter.  I  beg  to  thank  them  for  bringing 
forward  this  measure,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  it  may  meet  with  the  success  it 
deserves. 

*LoBD  BEIiPEB  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
a  question  upon  one  small  point,  and  that 
is  with  regard  to  the  date  when  the  Act 
comes  into  force.  The  Bill  fixes  that 
date  as  the  1st  September.  Supposing 
an  outbreak  occurred  in  the  latter  days 
of  August,  and  was  reported,  and  the 
slaughter  of  the  animals  did  not  take 
place  till  after  the  date  fixed,  that  is  to  say, 
If  the  animals  were  not  slaughtered  before 
the  1st  September,  I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  the  compensation  would  be  paid 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the  Govern- 
ment? It  is  a  veiy  small  matter  to  the 
Government,  but  it  would  be  a  very 
large  one  to  the  Local  Authority  which 
might  have  ordered  the  cattle  to  be 
slaughtered.'  In  the  one  case  there  might 
be  an  inducement  for  keeping  back  any 
information  in  order  that  the  date  of 
slaughter  might  fall  after  the  Ist  of  Sep- 
tember. I  venture  to  put  that  question  in 
case  the  noble  Lord  has  not  thought  of 
the  point. 
•The  Eabl  of  JERSEY :  Several  ques- 
tions have  been  asked,  and,  in  endea- 
vouring to  answer  them  I  think  the  House 
will  understand  that  I  must  speak  with 
some  reserve  and  no  authority  upon 
these  matters.  First,  with  regard  to  the 
questions  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  I 
can  only  say  that  I  should  think  the 
Board  would  desire  to  act  in  a 
liberal  spirit.  Beyond  that  I  can- 
not go.  There  is  no  question  of 
allocating  this  sum  between  the  various 
Local  Authorities,  but  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture will  have  £140,000  allotted  to  it 
by  Parliament,  and  it  will  use  that  money 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  cost  of 
every  outbreak  which  may  occur.  If  the 
expenditure  should  be  more  than 
£140,000  in  any  year,  the  Board  will 
meet  the  deficiency  out  of  the  Local 
Taxation  Accounts.  Each  case  will 
be  met  by  full  payment  out  of  these 
funds.  With  regard  to  the  suggestions 
of  the  noble  Lords  the  Earl  of  Kimberley 
and  E!arl  Spencer,  I  may  say  that  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  is  not  responsible 
for  what  takes  place  in  Ireland. 
Lord  Werdock 


They    have     no    jurisdiction     in '  that 
country;  but  I  will  endeavour  to  find 
out  before  we  go  into  Committee  what 
is  being  done  there.     Then,  with  r^ard 
to  ibhe  question  of  inspection  of  dames, 
I      can     only     speak      my     individual 
opinion ;    but  I  agree  with  the  noble 
Duke  in  thinking  it  would  be  a  very 
difficult  matter  to  carry  out  the  sugges- 
tion of  branding  dairy  cows.     Of  course, 
it  will    be    my    duty    to   bring    these 
matters    before    the    President  of  the 
Board    of    Agriculture.      With    r^aid 
to  the   question  of  dividing  the  com- 
pensation,   I   can,  perhaps,    take  npon 
myself  to    answer    that    in    this  way. 
People      are,      no     doubt,      generally 
willing    to    receive     more     than    they 
are  promised,  but  would  strongly  resent 
a  proposal  to  give  them  less.     Therefore, 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture would  in  any  way  countenance  the 
division  of  compensation.     With  respect 
to  the  matter  which  Lord  Wenlock  men- 
tioned, I  would  point  out  that  if  you 
divide  the  powers  of  carrying  out  this 
measure  between  two  bodies  there  must 
be   some   delay  in   communication,  and 
possibly  some  friction,  and,  while  that  is 
going  on,  the  opportunity  of  effecting  the 
object  for  which  the  intervention  is  re- 
quired is  lost.     But,  my  Locds,  there  is 
one  thing  of  which  I  am  quite  sure,  and 
that  is  that  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
will  be  thankful  for  the  Debate  which 
has  taken  place  in  this  House,  and  for 
the  outspoken  manner  in  which  so  many 
noble  Lords  have  expressed  their  desire 
of  seeing  this  measure  carried  out  in  an 
efficient  manner.     I  can  only  say  that  I 
think  the  present  Minister  of  Agricol- 
ture  is  the  right  man  to  act  energetically 
if  you  give  him  the  power.     My  Lords, 
I  propose  to  refer  tho  Bill  to  Committee 
of    the  whole  House  on  Monday  week. 
It  is  a  matter  of  such   general  interest 
that  I  think  your  Lordships  will  agree 
it  should  be  dealt  with  in  Committee  of 
the  whole  House. 

A  noble  Lobd:  My  Lords,  I  would 
venture  to  suggest  to  my  noble  Friend 
that  Monday  week  would  hardly  be  a 
good  day  to  fix  for  going  into  Committee 
on  this  Bill.  I  do  not  suppose  there  are 
likely  to  be  many  Amendments  proposed; 
but  I  would  point  out  that  Monday  week 
will  be  the  commencement  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Show  at  Plymouth,  and  I  think. 
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therefore,  that   possibly  many  of  your 
Lordships  may  be  absent. 

LoBD  DENMAN :  My  Lords,  having 
had  much  experience  on  the  question  of 
compensation  for  the  slaughter  of  animals 
afiected  with  pleuro-pneumonia,  I  desire 
to  make  a  few  observations  on  the 
subject.  On  one  occasion,  in  1850,  I 
had  nine  animeJs  in  Ireland  which  had 
oome  from  the  centre  of  England,  I 
think  Market  Harborough,  so  deeply 
affected  with  plearo-pneumonia  that 
they  had  to  be  destroyed.  Frequently 
it  was  found  that  no  other  animals  were 
injured,  but  we  now  hear  from  a  noble 
Lord  that  in  a  single  instance  83  animals 
have  been  killed.  I  can  only  say  that  a 
tenant  of  mine,  who  lost  several  cattle 
by  plenro-pneumonia,  was  very  much 
reduced  in  circumstances  iu  consequence 
of  the  small  allowance  that  was  niade  to 
him.  My  Lords,  I  believe  that  a 
Minister  of  Agriculture  should  have  the 
power  to  apportion  the  funds  applicable, 
80  as  to  make  some  regular  allowance  to 
those  who  lose  their  cattle,  for  I  believe 
that  as  ^  as  the  Local  Authorities  are 
concerned,  they  may  difEer  in  every 
district  throughout  the  country.  In 
regard  to  moving  cattle  there  has  been 
great  diflBculty  everywhere,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  difference  in  regulations 
and  the  want  of  unanimity  between  the 
various  Local  Authorities.  You  must 
establish  some  principle  of  action,  and 
then  do  all  you  can  to  carry  it  out  for 
the  purpose  of  eradicating  the  disease. 
Skilled  inspectors  are  necessary.  It 
was  my  misfortune  once  to  have  to  kill 
an  injured  animal  on  my  own  autho- 
rity, and  because  the  veterinary  surgeon 
whom  I  called  in  happened  not  to  be  an 
Inspector,  I  was  obliged  to  pay  £10. 
If  the  proper  veterinary  surgeon  had 
been  called  in,  and  had  certified  the 
disease  asi  rinderpest,  I  should  have 
escaped  payment.  No  body  or  autho- 
rity, save  the  right  hon.  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  should  have  the  power  to 
discnminate  and  say  whether  it  is 
possible  to  save  the  lives  of  animals.  I 
am  afraid  there  has  been  a  great  conflict 
vi  authorities  in  this  matter,  and  that 
vuih.  conflict  will  arise  has  always  been 
my  great  fear  in  the  establishment  of 
local  bodies. 


On  Question,  agreed' to. 

Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 


EDUCATION   OF    BLIND   AND    DEAF- 
MUTE  CHILDREN.(8C0TIiAMD)  BILL. 
(no.    101.)      SECOND  READIKa. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

•The  secretary  foe  SCOTLAND 
(The  Marquess  of  Lothun)  :  My  Lords, 
I  regret  very   much   that  I  lukve   not 
been  able  to  bring  this  Bill  under  the 
consideration  of  your  Lordships'  House 
at   an     earlier  period    of  the  evening, 
because    it    is  one  which  I  trust  will 
appeal    to   your    Lordships'     sympathy 
and  assent.     The  Honse  has  been  during: 
a  considerable  -  portion  of  the  evening- 
considering  the  manner  in  which  youth- 
ful offenders  should  be  dealt  with — that 
is   to  say,  devoting  its  attention  to  the 
welfare  of  children  of  criminal,  or,  to- 
say  the  least,  not  of  the  best  character. 
But  the  Bill  which  I  present  this  evening 
is    for    the    benefit    of   another     class 
altogether,    namely,    children  suffering 
under  natural  aflSiction,  in  that  they  have 
been    born    blind   or   deaf    and    dumb.- 
Your  Lordships  will    recollect  that  in 
1885  a  Royal  Commission  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  whole  question  of  the^ 
condition  of  blind  and  deaf-mute  children 
in  the  United  Kingdom.     Of  that  Com- 
mission my  noble  Friend  Lord  E^ertoil 
of  Tatton  was  Chairman,  and  I  regret  to 
say   that    a    telegram    has    been   just 
received  from    the   noble  Lord  stating 
his    inability      to      be      present     this 
evening,      becausa      his      countenance 
and  knowledge    would    have    been    of 
the  greatest  possible  value  in  any  discus- 
sion which  may  arise  on  this  measure. 
Now,  my  Lords,  the  Bill  of  which  I  now 
move  the  Second   Reading  is  founded 
mainly  upon  the  Report  of   that  Com- 
mission.   That  Report    deals  not  only 
with  the  question  of  the  education  of 
blind  and  deaf-mute  children,  but  also 
with  the   treatment  of  adults,  and  the 
different  systems  which  are  now  in  use 
with  regard  to  the  care  of  such  a£9icted 
persons  in  after  life  not  only  in  Great 
Britain:  but  on  the  Continent.     The  Bill 
to  which  I  ask  your  Lordships'  assent 
this  evening  refers  only  to  the   educa- 
tional portion  of   that  Report.     In  the 
main,  the  Report   made    three    recom- 
mendations in  reference  to  the  education 
of  blind  and  deaf-mute  children.     One  of 
those    recommendations    was    that    the 
compulsory  clauses  of  the  Education  Act 
2  D  2  r^  I 
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shoald  be  extended  to  these  children ; 
the  second  recommendation  was  that  the 
school  anthority  should  hare  power  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  education  of 
such  children  at  the  difEerent  institu- 
tions in  the  country,  of  their  boarding 
out,  and  of  their  journeys  to  andif  rom  such 
institutions  if  they  happen  to  be  at  a 
distance,  away  from  their  own  parishes, 
and  the  third  recommendation  was  that 
in  the  case  of  these  children  there  should 
be  an  increase  in  the  education  grants. 
With  regard  to  the  first  of  those  recom- 
mendations, namely,  that  the  compulsory 
clauses  of  the  Education  Act  should  be 
extended  to  these  children,  I  should  not 
like  to  say  that  even  under  the  present  Act 
those  compulsory  clauses  do  not  extend 
to  this  class  of  children.  My  impression 
is  that  under  the  existing  compulsory 
clauses  the  School  Board  Authorities 
might  be  bound  to  find  means  for  the 
■education  of  these  afflicted  children,  and 
that  when  those  means  of  education 
have  been  found  and  provided,  that  the 
compulsory  clauses  should  be  put  into 
efFect  as  regards  them.  Bat,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  believe  there  may  be  some 
doubt  whether  under  the  interpretation 
of  these  clauses  those  provisions  can  be 
carried  so  far.  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
too,  that  further  doubt  may  be  cast  upon 
.their  possible  interpretation  in  that  way 
by  the  69th  clause  of  the  Eiducation 
.^Scotland)  Act  of  1872.  There  is  a 
provision  there  that  feos  may  be 
ipaid  for  the  education  of  the  blind  ; 
but  there  is  no  such  provision  with 
regard  to  deaf  mates.  That  would,  I 
think,  go  far  to  show  that  a  special  pro- 
vision is  required.  But,  whether  there  is 
any  doubt  on  the  question  or  not,  I  think 
that  it  is  quite  obvious  that  even  if  these 
compulsory  clauses  were  intended  to  be 
pat  into  effect,  it  would  not  be  found 
possible  to  do  so.  It  has,  in  fact,  been 
found  impossible  to  give  effect  to 
them,  because,  scattered  throughout 
Scotland,  there  may  be  very  few  of  these 
■children  in  certain  districts,  and  in  order 
to  provide  for  them  it  might  be  necessary 
to  send  them  to  some  central  point 
where  means  could  be  provided  for  their 
education.  Even  if  it  were  possible  for 
the  School  Boards  to  deal  with  them 
under  the  clauses  I  have  mentioned  it 
would  not  be  desirable,  because  I  think  the 
whole  tone  and  tendency  of  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  goes  to  show 
I%e  Atarquess  of  Lothian 


that,  especially  as  regards  the  de*f 
mutes,  they  would  be  better  educated 
and  cared  for  in  scattered  institutions 
than  they  could  be  directly  under  the 
School  Boards.  One  of  the  objects  of 
this  Bill  is  to  remove  any  doubt  with  re- 
gard to  the  compulsory  powers  being  in- 
tended to  apply  to  the  education  of  those 
children,  but,  coupled  with  that  compul- 
sion, it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  give  to 
School  Boards  powers,  which  they  do  not 
now  possess,  of  providingfundsfor  sending 
these  children  to  such  institutions,  and 
for  boarding  them  out  and  defraying  tbe 
expeuses  of  their  journeys.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  admit  that  tf^ese  powers  are 
somewhat  novel,  and  that,  under  certain 
circumstances,  some  slight  cost  might  be 
incuired.  The  powers  are  novel  in  two 
respects.  First,  there  is  the  power 
enabling  School  Boards  to  contribute  to 
schools  already  established.  The  second 
power,  which  is  new,  is  that  which  enables 
an  Eidncational  Anthorify  to  pay  for  board 
and  lodging.  If  there  is  any  risk 
in  establishing  a  new  principle  by  this 
it  ought,  I  think,  still  to  be  done  ;  but  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  such  risk, 
because  these  powers  sre  so  strictly 
limited  to  cases  of  blind  and  deaf  mute 
children  that  they  cannot  possibly  be 
extended  under  this  measure  to  any 
other  class  of  the  community.  I  think 
your  Lordships  will  agree  that  after  so 
much  consideration  has  been  given  to 
the  subject  by  the  Royal  Commission, 
and  it  having  been  found  absolutely  im- 
possible to  carry  out  their  recommenda- 
tions in  any  other  way,  it  is  necessary  to 
approve  of  these  proposals.  The  third 
recommendation  of  the  Commission  was 
that  additional  grante  should  be  given  in 
the  case  of  these  children.  On  this 
point  I  have  to  say  that  it  has  not  been 
thought  necessary  to  make  such  a  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill ;  but  shoald  it  appear 
necessary  that  such  additional  grants 
shoald  be  given,  the  Department  is  per- 
fectly willing  to  give  power  with  consent 
of  Parliament,  and  under  proper  precau- 
tions, for  grants  to  be  given  in  each  neces- 
sary case.  Those  propositions  constitute 
the  object  of  the  Bill,  namely,  that  the 
School  Boards  should  be  allowed  to  pro- 
vide the  education  specially  required  for 
these  afflicted  children  in  the  way  which 
may  be  found  most  suitable  to  their 
needs,  and  that  the  compulsory  powers 
of  the  Education  Act  shoald  be  exercised 
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in  regard  to  these  children.  The  other 
prorisions  of  the  Bill  I  need  notenter  into; 
they  are  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
cariying  oat  its  object.  I  would, 
however,  refer  to  Clause  5,  which  pro- 
vides that  in  case  of  the  non-attendance 
of  a  child  at  school  it  shall  be  admitted 
as  a  sufficient  excuse  that  the  child  is 
a  deaf  mute  under  seven  years  of 
age.  The  compulsory  school  age  in 
Scotland  is  five,  but  the  Commissioners 
recommend  that  in  the  case  of 
deaf  mute  children  the  compulsory 
clauses  should  not  be  applied  under  the 
age  of  seven.  Then,  by  Clause  3, 
reference  is  made  to  children  up  to  1 6 
years  of  age,  but  it  is  not  proposed  that 
the  compulsory  powers  should  be  put 
in  force  over  the  age  of  14.  The 
clause  only  gives  powers  to  School 
Boards  to  make  contributions  up  to 
the  age  of  16.  Another  clause  has 
regard  bo  the  religious  opinions  of 
parents,  and  it  is  provided  that  a 
child  shall  not  be  sent  to  an  institu- 
tion without  the  consent  of  its  parents, 
and  there  is  general  power  given  to 
the  Educational  Department  of  seeing 
that  these  provisions  are  not  carried 
out  in  a  vexatious  manner.  With 
regard  to  the  powers  of  chai-ging  the 
rates  with  boarding-out  expenses,  I 
think  they  will  not  be  very  far- 
reaching  or  involve  great  cost.  Under 
the  possible  supposition  that  the  School 
Boards  are  bound  to  provide  for  the 
education  of  thsse  children,  under  the 
existing  Acts  that  could  not  be  done 
without  incurring  the  great  expens3 
which  must  ultimately  fall  on  the  rates. 
The  expense  will  not  be  very  large,  I 
think,  if  this  Bill  passes.  As  far  as  1 
know  the  number  of  blind  children  of 
school  age  in  Scotland  is  240,  and  of 
deaf  mute  children  781.  But  a  large 
number  of  those  childrsii  are  at 
present  at  schools  to  which  they 
have  been  sent  by  charitable  persons, 
or  in  other  ways  providsd  for,  and  it 
may,  on  the  whole,  be  said  that  only  about 
half  remain  to  be  educated,  and,  there- 
fore, about  500  children  would  come 
uider  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  Of 
those  500  some  are  probably  not  fit  sub- 
jects for  education  at  all,  either  mentally 
or  physically.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  even 
snpposing  these  charges  were  consider- 
able, for  so  small  a  number  of  children, 
no  great  addition  could  fall  upon  the 


rates.  I  do  not  think,  therefore,  in  that 
respect  I  need  expect  any  opposition 
from  your  Lordships'  House.  My  Lords, 
I  venture  to  think  that  although,  as  I 
stated  before,  the  Bill  is  not  a  very  large 
one,  affecting,  perhaps,  not  more  than  500 
persons  in  the  whole,  it  is  a  measure 
which  appeals  specially  to  your  Lordships' 
consideration.  By  the  Boyal  Commission 
the  condition  of  both  blind  and  deaf-and- 
dumb  children  was  inquired  into.  But 
those  classes  of  children  are  essentially 
different  from  each  other  in  the  nature 
of  their  afflictions,  and  your  Lordships 
will  at  once  recognise  that  blind  children 
are  not  cut  off  in  the  same  way  from 
outside  influences  and  surroundings  in- 
the  same  way  or  to  the  same  extent  as ; 
deaf  mutes,  and,  as  a  rule,  their  depriva- 
tion from  loss  of  sight  is  often  made- 
up  for  by  g^reater  intelligence  and'\ 
greater  quickness  of  perception  in  their 
other  senses.  In  the  Middle  Ages  your  ■ 
Lordships  will  remember  that  deaf  mutes  ' 
werd  generally  treated  as  imbeciles. 
The  first  effort  which  was  made  to  • 
treat  them  as  intelligent  human  beings 
was  in  Spain  in  1570,  when  a  chari- 
table monk  took  four  deaf-mute  children 
under  his  care,  and  made  an  attempt  to 
give  them  an  education.  In  this  country 
a  similar  attempt  was  nwde  a  hundred  ' 
years  afterwards  at  Oxford  with  more  or  - 
less  satisfactory  results.  Since  that  time 
charitable  institutions  for  dealing  with 
these  children  have  been  established  in 
all  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  different 
methods  have  been  tried  of  treating 
them.  But,  my  Lords,  this  is  the  very 
first  attempt  which  has  been  made  ' 
in  the  United  Kingdom  to  provide  by 
enactment  that  education  shall  be  secured 
to  these  afflicted  children.  For  that 
reason  I  am  glad  to  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  in  this  Bill  as 
reganls  Scotland.  If  it  should  pass 
through  Parliament  this  Session  some 
l^islative  recognition  will  have  been 
mnde  of  the  fact  that  children,  however 
afflicted,  must  be  g^ven  an  education 
which  will  enable  their  faculties  to  be 
more  developed,  and  thus,  so  far,  alleviate 
the  unhappy  condition  under  which, 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  they  ara 
compelled  to  pass  their  lives.  I  beg  to 
move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  ssecond 
time. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 
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Bill  read  2<'  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

DURATION    OF    SPEECHES    IN    THE 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS  BILL— (No.  4.) 

SECOND   BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

Lord  DBNMAN:  My  Lords,  this 
sabject  has  been  introduced  now  for 
several  years.  I  happen  to  know  that 
a  Memler  of  the  other  House  is  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  introduce  there  a 
Bill  of  this  description.  It  is,  I  know, 
your  Lordships'  habit  in  this  House  to 
cultivate  brevity  of  speech,  and  only  last 
Thursday  a  noble  Lord  who  is  connected 
with  the  Haddington  Coanty  CounciLpro- 
posed  that  no  speaker  should  exceed  10 
minutes  in  that  assembly.  Long 
spoeches  lead  to  no  good  results.  In 
many  congresses  and  conferences  mem- 
bers are  not  permitted  to  speak  for  more 
than  10,  15,  or  20  minutes.  The  High 
Commissioners  of  the  Established 
Church  in  Scotland  have  proposed  that 
the  duration  of  speeches  should  be 
limited  to  15  minutes.  Of  course,  in 
Committee,  or  anything  of  that  kind, 
that  would  be  unnecessary.  My  Lords, 
I  have  only  farther  to  point  out  that  the 
sounding  of  a  bell  is  not  so  very  offen- 
sive, and  even  then  if  no  other  speaker 
rises  the  speaker  addressing  the  House 
might  continue  his  remarl^.  I  really 
think  there  is  not  one  of  your  Lordships 
who  would  wish  to  have  the  privilege  of 
speaking  for  two  or  three  hoars,  and  it  is 
not  the  characteristic  of  speeches  in 
your  Lordships'  House,  that  they  should 
be  expanded  to  any  great  length. 
I  believe,  my  Lords,  that  this  Bill  would 
do  a  great  deal  of  good.  We  know  that 
an  undae  extension  of  speeches  may 
do  the  greatest  possible  harm. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«." 
— {The  Lwd  Denman.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR :  My 
Lords,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  under 
the  painful  necessity  of  moving  your 
Lordships  that  this  Bill  should  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months.  I  do 
not  think  the  noble  Lord  has  done 
justice  to  himself  or  to  the  Honse, 
because  he  has  not  given  any  description 
of  the  provisions  of  the  measure.     I  do 


not  know  whether  your  Lordships  have 
read  the  Bill,  but  it  proposes  a  kind  of 
procedure  which  certainly  would  not 
add  to  the  dignity  of  this  House,  or 
stimulate  the  despatch  of  business.  The 
examples  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
cited  in  the  Preamble  of  his  Bill  are  the 
Social  Science  Congress  in  Edinburgh 
and  the  diocesan  conferences  at  Lichfield, 
Nottingham,  and  Derby.  I  am  quite 
unable  to  follow  what  is  to  happen  if 
such  a  Bill  as  this  were  to  pass,  because 
I  see  it  is  proposed  that  the  clerk  should 
sound  a  bell,  as  is  done  at  those  confer- 
ences. Then,  I  observe  that  it  is  intended 
to  allow  a  Privy  Councillor  to  speak  for 
half  an  hour  (and  under  certain  circum- 
stances an  hour),  while  other  noble  Lords 
would  only  be  allowed  half  that  time. 
I  think  tl^t  an  invidious  distinction.  I 
do  not  think  the  noble  Lord  can  really  de- 
sire that  such  a  Bill  should  pass  into  law; 
and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  move  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months.  When  the  Question  comes  to 
be  put,  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will 
challenge  my  opinion  audibly,  so  that  I 
may  know  whether  the  noble  Lord  desires 
to  divide. 

LoBD  DENMAN :  It  is  proposed  in 
the  House  of  Commons  to  give  Privy 
Councillors  an  unlimited  time  and  other 
Members  much  less.  This  day  six 
months  will  be  a  very  inconvenient  post- 
ponement, and  I  hope  your  Lordships 
will  not  agree  to  it. 

Amendment  moved  to  leave  out 
("now")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  ("  this  day  six  months.") — {The 
Lord  Chancellor.) 

On  question  that  ("  now  ")  stand  part 
of  the  Motion,  resolved  in  the  negative ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  2*  on  this  day  six 
months. 

REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  (BOROUGH 

OF  BELFAST)  BILL.— (No.  91.) 

SECOND   READINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

•The  Eael  of  ERNE  :  My  Lords,  the 
Bill  1  am  asking  your  Lordships  to  read 
a  second  time  is  very  simple  and  is  de- 
signed to  regulate  the  registration  of 
voters  in  the  borough  of  Belfast,  and 
deals    with    other    matters     connected 
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with  that  borongh.  By  the  Bedis- 
tribation  of  Seats  Act,  1885,  the  boun- 
daries of  the  borongh  of  Belfast  were 
extended  so  as  to  include  seven  town- 
lands  in  the  County  of  Antrim  and  14 
in  the  County  Down ;  and  the  electors 
in  those  places  have  thereby  become 
electors  for  the  Borough  of  Bel&st.  By 
an  arrangement  existing  before  that  Act 
came  into  operation  the  expenses  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  were  paid  by  the 
Grand  Jury  of  Antrim,  but  when  the 
borough  was  extended  by  including 
toiv-nlands  in  the  County  Down,  the 
Connty  Antrim  objected  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  roistering  voters  living  in 
those  townlands.  There  was  no  power 
to  compel  them  to  do  so,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  believe  the  Clerk  of 
tiie  Peace  has  been  out  of  pocket  for 
that  reason  since  1887.  That  is  ob- 
viously unjust,  and  the  Bill  is  in- 
tended to  remedy  it.  The  Bill  provides 
that  the  accounts  of  expenses  shall 
be  laid  before  the  Recorder  of  Bel&st, 
who  shall  certify  the  sums  to  be  paid. 
The  amounts  to  be  contributed  by  the 
two  counties  are  to  be  calculated  ac- 
4X>rding  to  the  proportions  which  the 
voters  in  the  town  lands  bear  to  the 
total  number  of  voters  in  Belfast.  The 
accounts,  certified  by  the  Recorder,  are 
to  be  laid  before  the  Grand  Juries  of 
Down  and  Antrim  and  Town  Council  of 
Belfast,  and  those  bodies  are  to  pre- 
sent for  such  sums  as  are  due  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  and  Town  Clerk 
respectively.  There  is  another  provi- 
sion, giving  authority  for  the  use  of 
the  Antrim  Court  House.  The  Sheriff 
has  to  be  asked  for  permission  every 
time  it  is  used :  that  has  been' done  by 
mutual  arrangement,  and  in  future  it 
will  be  dispensed  with.  I  have  only  to 
add  that  this  Bill  has  passed  the  House 
<rf  Commons  without  opposition,  and 
the  Lord  Privy  Seal  has  authorised  me 
to  state  that  there  is  no  objection  to  it 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 1  trust  it  will  receive  your  Lord- 
ships' assent,  and  I  beg  to  move  that 
this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 


HERRING    FISHERY  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1889)  AMENDMENT  BILL.-(No.  76.) 
Read  3'  (according  to  order)  with  the 

Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 

to  the  Commons. 

COMMITTEE    OF   SELKCTION    FOE 
STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Report  from,  That  the  Committee 
have  added  the  Lord  Clifford  of  Chnd- 
leigh  and  the  Lord  Morris  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  for  General  Bills  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Custody  of  Children 
Bill  and  the  Protection  of  Children 
Bill ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

THE    NEW    BARRACKS. 
QUESTION — OBSEEVATIONS. 

•Eabl  BEATJCHAMP,  in  rising  to  ask 
Her  Majesty's  Government  whether,  in 
the  new  barracks  about  to  be  erected, 
care  will  be  taken  to  provide  proper 
accommodation  for  baths  for  the  soldiers, 
said :  My  Lords,  if  I  had  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  likely  to  give  a  negative  reply  to 
the  Question  I  am  about  to  put,  I  might 
perhaps  detain  your  Lordships  at  some 
little  length  in  pointing  out  how  neces- 
sary it  is  that  proper  accommodation 
should  be  given  as  regards  baths  for 
maintaining  Her  Majesty's  Forces  in 
health.  As  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  answer  which  will  be  given  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  will  be  tho- 
roughly satisfactory,  I  see  no  reason  for 
detaining  your  Lordships  on  the  subject, 
except  to  observe  that  when  the  some- 
what large  outlay  for  providing  accom- 
modation for  Her  Majesty's  Forces  which 
has  been  too  long  delayed  is  carried  out» 
we  have  reason  to  hope  that  every  pre- 
caution will  be  taken  for  their  con- 
struction, according  to  the  best  scientific 
rules  which  have  been  laid  down.  I  beg 
leave  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  the  question 
which  stands  in  my  name. 

•The  Earl  or  PC  WIS :  Before  my 
noble  Friend  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  gives  an  answer,  I  should  like  to 
call  attention  to  two  paragraphs  in  the 
Report  to  the  War  Office  of  the  archi- 
tects who  were  employed  to  report  upon 
these  new  barracks.  The  architects  say 
that  provision  should  be  made  for 
ventilation  and  for  small  larders  with 
air    openings    attached    to    the  living 
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rooms  in  each  of  the  quarters.  I  think 
none  of  your  Lordships,  in  building  a 
new  cottage,  would  think  of  building  a 
pantry  without  ventilation  to  the  open 
air,  where  the  residents  might  keep 
their  meat,  milk,  and  butter.  Architects 
are  very  often,  I  am  afraid,  apt  to  think 
more  of  the  appearance  of  rooms  in  the 
way  of  decoration  than  of  the  substantial 
advantages  derived  from  sanitary  ar- 
rangements, and  I  think,  my  Loi^s,  it 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  provisions 
of  this  kind  were  made.  We  are  build- 
ing these  barracks  and  providing  rooms 
for  the  accommodation  of  sergeants  and 
corporals,  respectable  men  on  whom  the 
maintenance  of  discipline  in  the  Army 
mainly  depends.  Those  who  understand 
the  diflBculty  of  recruiting  and  keeping 
men  in  the  Army  in  these  times  know 
that  it  is  not  easy  to  keep  soldiers  with 
the  colours  as  long  as  we  could  wish  for 
the  advantage  of  the  Service.  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  Secretary  for  War  will  not 
thinkit  isan extra vagantmattsrto provide 
a  small  larder  for  each  quarter.  There  is 
another  paragraph  in  which  I  do  not 
concur  in  which  they  say  there  is  no 
occasion  for  providing  a  separate  scullery 
for  each  quarter.  I  think  that  to  give 
to  two  families  only  one  scullery  is  a  very 
good  receipt  for  breiedingquarrels  between 
neighbours.  Tohavetwofamilieswashing 
their  crockery  and  clothes  in  one  scullery 
at  the  same  time,  must,  I  think,  lead  to 
considerable  confusion  and  conflict,  and 
I  think  that  with  two  &milie8  of  children 
running  about  the  same  scullery,  the  de- 
struction of  each  other's  crockery  would 
be  very  considerable.  Therefore,  I  hope 
that  the  allowance  of  accommocbtion  in 
that  respect  will  not  be  curtailed.  There 
is  another  question  which  the  noble  Earl 
has  put,  with  regard  to  baths.  In  all 
large  towns  baths  and  washhouses  are 
comprised  in  the  same  establishment; 
and  in  the  lai^  camps,  such  as  ShornclifEe, 
Aldershot,  or  Colchester,  and  in  those 
large  sets  of  barracks  which  it  is  in  con- 
templation to  put  up  under  this  Act  for 
one  or  two  reg^ents,  I  think  it  would 
be  a  matter  worth  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  it 
might  not  be  advantageous  and 
economical  to  build  public  wash-houses 
for  the  soldiers.  la  London  the  poorer 
people  find  that  it  is  more  economical  to 
pay  Id.  an  hour,  or  whatever  thecharge  is, 
lor  the  use  of  the  wash-houses  than  to 
The  Earl  o/Potcis 


consume  their  own  fuel  and  have  the 
inconvenience  of  the  heat  and  steam  from 
the  hot  water  in  their  own  apartments ; 
and  I  think  it  would  prove  to  be  the 
same  thing  in  these  barracks  where  there 
are  enough  soldiers  collected  together  te 
make  full  use  of  a  common  wash-house. 
I  think,  also,  it  would  be  found  that  a 
small  payment,  which  would  go  towards 
providing  the  coals,  would  be  a  very 
great  comfort  and  convenience.  I  do  not 
ask  that  this  should  be  done  without 
consideration,  but  I  merely  suggest  that  it 
might  be  worth  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  and  that  the 
matter  might  be  gone  into  and  considered. 

•The  under  SECRETARY  of  OTATE 
FOB  WAR  (Earl  Browklow):  My 
Lords,  in  reply  to  the  question  of  the 
noble  Elarl,  I  can  assure  the  House  that 
the  War  Department  are  fully  alive  to 
the  advantages  of  giving  every  facili^ 
for  ablution  to  the  soldiers,  and  it  is 
prjposed  to  provide  baths  in  the  new 
barracks.  The  baths  will  be  made 
of  slate,  that  having  been  found 
to  be  the  best  material  for  the 
purpose,  as  it  is  clean,  durable, 
and  cheap.  It  is  intended  that 
these  baths  should  be  each  in  a 
separate  room ;  and,  further,  where 
there  are  opportunities  for  it,  it 
is  proposed  to  give  every  facility  for  open- 
air  bathing  during  the  summer  months. 
It  is  now  under  consideration  whether  it 
would  be  practicable  or  desirable  in  the 
new  barracks  to  introduce  steam  for 
heating  purposes.  I  cannot  say  at  this 
moment  whether  that  can  be  carried  out 
The  question  of  expense  may  raise  a 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  its  introduction. 
But  if  it  can  be  done,  the  steam  raised 
will  be  made  available  for  purposes  of 
heating  water  for  washing.  With  regard 
to  the  points  raised  by  Lord  Powis,  if  I 
had  known  that  the  noble  Earl  intended 
to  raise  them,  I  should  have  been  very 
glad  to  have  inquired  into  the  matter,  so 
that  I  might  have  been  able  to  go  into 
the  question  with  him.  But  they  are 
rather  questions  of  small  detail  in  a  large 
matter ;  that  is  to  say,  the  provision  of 
married  soldiers'  quurters.  The  difficult 
with  those  quarters  is  that  some  men 
have  large  families  and  some  hare 
small  ones,  and  it  is  very  difficult 
to  construct  quarters  that  are  suitable 
for  families  of  all  sizes.     I  can,  however, 
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assare  the  noble  Earl  that  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  go  carefully  into  the  points 
which  he  has  spoken  of  this  evening 
with  the  view  to  making  the  soldiers 
and  their  wives  as  comfortable  as  pos- 
sible in  their  new  married  quarters. 

Boose  adjourned  at  Twenty  minutes 

past  Seven  o'clock,  till  To-moirow, 

a  quarter  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     COMMONS, 
Thursday,  12th  June,  1890. 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PK0V18I0NAL 

ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

•(3.5.)  Me.  CHANNING  (Northamp- 
ton, E.) :  I  beg  to  move  that  this  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  on  this  day  six 
months.  It  is  a  Bill  which  relates  to 
questions  of  an  exceptional  character, 
and  onght  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  Select 
Committee  instead  of  being  a  matter  of 
arrangement  between  the  proprietor  and 
present  tenant  of  the  Scilly  Islands 
and  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
It  appears  to  me  that  this  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Order  Bill  has 
grown  out  of  the  situation  which  has 
been  created  in  the  Scilly  Islands  in 
reference  to  Local  Qovernment.  If  I  am 
not  mistaken,  provision  was  made  by  an 
agreement  between  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  pier  at  St.  Mary's,  by  which 
it  was  provided  that  certain  dues  should 
be  levied  upon  the  export  of  flowers, 
lobsters,  cray  fish,  and  other  articles.  If 
that  is  correct,  I  think  some  explanation 
is  required  of  the  present  proposal  taken 
in  connection  with  that  agreement.  I 
have  every  wish  to  speak  with  great 
respect  for  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Dorrien 
Smith.  He  has,  1  believe,  always  taken 
an  enlightened  interest  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  islands  and  the  wellbeing 
of    the    inhabitants.      But    this     Bill 


gives  an  exceptional  treatment  to 
Mr.  Dorrien  Smith,  who  occupies  the 
position  of  leaseholder  under  the  Duchy 
of  Cornwall.  The  Provisional  Order 
proposes  to  confer  upon  him  much 
greater  privileges  than  have  been  given 
to  other  landlords  under  similar  circum- 
stances, and  I  desire  to  know  whether 
the  Board  of  Trade  is  absolutely  within 
its  rights  in  making  the  Bill  retrospec- 
tive. It  covers  the  existing  works  in 
connection  with  the  present  St.  Mary's, 
which  were  executed  under  a  quaav- 
agreement  between  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith 
and  the  inhabitants,  and  which  ought  to 
be  provided  for  in  accordance  with  that 
agreement.  With  regard  to  the  schedule 
attached  to  the  Bill,  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  it  undoubtedly  places 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Scilly  Islands  at  a 
disadvantage.  Almost  the  whole  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  have  to  be  conveyed 
from  the  mainland,  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company  have  the  monopoly  of 
carrying  them,  and  if  I  am  rightly 
mformed,  their  charges  are  exceedingly 
high.  That  being  so,  I  wish  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  the  dues  proposed  to  be  sanctioned  in 
this  Bill  for  shipping  and  unshipping  at 
St.  Mary's  Pier  are  considerably  higher 
than  elsewhere.  This  proposal  was 
coupled,  in  the  first  instance,  with  an- 
other harbour  scheme  for  Criccieth  in 
Wales.  There  may  be  circumstances 
which  justify  a  diflEerence  between  one 
place  and  the  other,  but,  having  already 
to  pay  heavy  charges  upon  articles  of 
prime  necessity,  brought  over  by  the 
steamers  of  the  Great  Western  Com- 
pany, it  is  now  proposed  that  when 
SQch  articles  are  landed  in  the  Scilly 
Islands,  the  .inhabitants  shall  pay  from  5Q 
to  100  per  cent,  higher  than  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Criccieth.  For  instance,  fruit, 
apples,  and  pears,  which  are  to  pay  3d. 
for  2  cwt.  at  Criccieth,  are  to  pay  3d.  for 
1  cwt.  at  St.  Mary's ;  bacon  and  pork, 
which  are  to  pay  3d.  for  2J^  cwt.  at  Cric- 
cieth, will  have  to  pay  2d.  for  1  cwt.  in 
the  Scilly  Islands ;  beef,  which  is 
to  pay  3d.  for  2J  cwt.  at  Cric- 
cieth, will  pay  2d.  per  cwt.  at 
St.  Mary's,  and  in  the  same  way  the 
charges  for  butter,  candles,  haberdashery, 
hosiery,  and  groceries  are  all  much  higher. 
Then,  again,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  from 
this  schedule,  the  dues  upon  the  export 
of  flowers  and  shell  fish  are-  left  as  addi- 
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tional  dnes  to  be  levied  by  Mr.  Dorrien 
Smith,  independently  of  the  schedule, 
upon  imports  under  the  Provisional 
Order  Bill.  These  are  points  upon  which 
I  think  the  House  is  entitled  to  have 
information  from  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  Then,  again,  Mr. 
Dorrien  Smith  and  his  representatives, 
the  "undertakers"  as  they  are  calledin  the 
Bill,  are  empowered  to  charge,  under  the 
10th  section  of  the  Bill,  for  the  use  of 
warehouses,  ofiSces,  and  sheds,  and 
have  privileges  and  advantages  which 
are  not  usually  given  in  similar  measures. 
I  understand  that  in  theScilly  Islandsfrom 
time  immemorial  there  has  been  a  claim 
on  the  part  of  the  tenant  to  charge  dues  on 
vessels  at  a  distance  from  the  pier,  which 
derive  no  benefit  from  the  pier,  but  are 
anchored  outside  the  pier  and  break- 
water. I  understand  that  the  right  to 
levy  these  dues  has  been  challenged  in 
the  past  by  various  shipowners,  and 
successfully  challenged;  and  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  the  Bill  will  authorise, 
in  any  sense,  these  charges  for  anchorage? 
These  are  the  various  points  upon 
which  I  ask  for  information,  and, 
although  I  move  formally  the  Motion 
which  stands  in  my  name,  I  shall  be 
guided  in  the  course  I  take  by  the  reply 
I  receive  from  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day 
three  months." — {ifr.  Cfumning.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

*(3.22.)  The  PRESIDENT  op  the 
BOARD  OF  TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.)  :  If  there  was  any 
desire  on  the  part  of  anyone  in  the 
Scilly  Islands  that  the  Bill  should  be 
considered  by  a  Select  Committee,  or  if 
any  objection  was  entertained  to  any 
part  of  the  Bill,  all  that  was  necessary 
was  to  present  a  Petition  against  it,  and 
the  Bill  would  have  been  sent  to  a 
Select  Committee  as  the  hon.  Member 
desires,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  it 
would  have  been  much  moresatis&ctorily 
dealt  with  there  than  it  can  be  in  this 
House.  But  no  such  Petition  was  pre- 
sented. On  the  contrary,  the  only  Peti- 
tion was  one  from  St.  Mary's,  strongly  in 
&vour  of  the  Bill.  Therefore,  I  infer 
that  the  hon.  Member  does  not  represent 
Mr.  Chcmning 


objections  which  come  from  the  inhaln- 
tants  of  the  Scilly  Islands. 

•Me.  CHANNING:  The  statementa 
which  I  have  made  are  made  on  the 
authority  of  a  gentleman  who  resides 
on  the  mainland,  and  who  is  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  wants  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. He  informs  me  that  there  was 
great  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  in- 
habitants to  come  forward  in  the  matter 
owing  to  certain  circumstances  to  which 
I  donotwish^  refer.  \Crie»  o/""  Name."] 
I  do  not  think  that  I  am  called  upon  to 
give  the  name  of  my  coirespondent.  All 
I  can  say  is,  that  my  correspondent  is 
vouched  for  by  another  hon.  Member 
as  a  person  of  authority  and  integrity. 

•Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Then  the 
objector  to  the  Bill  is  an  anonymous  indi- 
vidual, who  is  not  authorised  to  act  for  the 
inhabitants.  Under  those  circumstances, 
I  do  not  think  I  need  waste  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House  in  discussing  the 
matter.  All  I  will  say  is,  that  the  pro- 
prietor or  leaseholder  of  the  Scilly  Isltmds, 
Mr.  Dorrien  Smith,  in  whose  favour  I 
was  glad  to  hear  the  hon.  Member  say 
so  much,  has  recently  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Press  explaming  the  origin 
of  this  measure.  He  says  tibat  he  was 
asked  last  year,  by  a  public  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  held  at  St.  Mary's,  to  ex- 
tend the  pier,  and  he  told  them  he  was 
willing  to  do  so  if  they  would  pay  in- 
creased tolls.  The  inhabitants  gladly 
accepted  his  proposal,  and  they  have  had 
ample  time  to  re-oonsider  the  matter  if 
they  desired.  No  objection  has  been 
raised,  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  have 
spoken  enthusiastically  in  favour  of  the 
BiU.  The  Bill  has  absolutely  nothing 
to  do  with  local  government  in  the 
Scilly  Islands.  It  is  -not  an  excep- 
tional measure;  but  it  is  an  ordinary 
Bill  by  which,  in  return  for  the  facilities 
given  to  the  traders  in  Scilly  by  the  ex- 
tension of  the  pier,  the  person  who 
carries  out  the  extension  is  entitled  to 
charge  dues  for  the  use  of  the  pier.  If 
the  Bill  does  not  pass,  the  result  will  he 
that  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith  will  be  able  to 
charge  anything  for  the  use  of  the  pier 
that  he  pleases ;  and,  so  &.r  as  the  tariff 
of  charges  is  concerned,  it  is  the  same 
as  that  which  was  adopted  by  the  fisher- 
men themselves  for  a  similar  work  at  New- 
lyn  on  the  mainland.  The  power  to  levy 
dues  is  restricted  to  certain  narrow  limits, 
and  there  are  100  miles  of  coast  outside 
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the  pier  in  respect  of  whioli  no  dues  will 
be  levied.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  trouble  the  House  with  any  farther 
explanation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
and  I  trust  that  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  will  be  decisively  rejected. 

(3.30.)  Mk.  CONrBEAHE  (C!orn- 
vall,  Camborne)  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  based  his  reply  to  my  hon. 
Friend  who  moved  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill  mainly  upon  the  ground  that  no 
desire  has  been  expressed  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Scilly  Islands  to  oppose 
the  measure.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  that  no  opposition  has  been 
raised  to  the  Bill  in  a  Parliamentary 
sense,  bat  that,  on  the  contrary,  there  has 
been  a  Petition  presented  in  its  fitvonr 
from  a  public  meeting,  held  at  St.  Mary's, 
which  Petition  went  before  the  Examiners 
of  Private  Bills.  From  these  facts  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  reply  to  ray  hon. 
Friend,  infers — I  do  not  say  unfairly — 
that  the  only  authority  we  have  in  this 
Hoose  for  opposing  the  Second  Reading 
emanates  from  persons  not  connected 
with  the  Island,  who  live  on  the  mainland, 
and  are  not  the  legitimate  or  authorised 
spokesmen  of  the  islanders.  I  think  I 
shall  be  able,  before  I  conclude,  to  bring 
forward  some  evidence  to  show  that  our 
opposition  is  based  upon  the  complaints 
of  the  islanders  themselves.  I  undertake 
to  show  why  no  opposition  has  been 
raised  in  the  Islands,  and  I  propose, 
further,  to  bring  forward  a  fact  which  1 
challenge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
controvert,  which  ought  absolutely  and 
irrevocably  to  put  an  end  to  the  BilL  The 
first  I  heard  of  this  Bill  was  after  my 
return  from  the  East,  and,  as  I  had  had 
reason  on  a  former  occasion  to  view  with 
grave  suspicion  this  kind  of  legislation, 
I  took  the  trouble  to  look  into  the  Bill  in 
order  to  see  what  its  provisions  were.  I 
fonnd  that  my  hon.  Friend  had  been  in 
communication  with  certain  gentle- 
men in  Cornwall  in  regard  to  the 
measure,  and  he  consulted  me  as 
to  what  ought  to  be  done.  At  that 
time  I  had  had  no  communication 
with  any  one  in  the  West,  but  when  I 
saw  what  the  character  of  the  Bill  was, 
I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Western  Daily 
Mercury  at  Plymouth  which  was  sob- 
sequentiy  circulated  in  the  Island.  In 
consequence,  I  received  numerous  letters, 
one  or  two  of  which  I  ask  the  House  to 
allow  me  to  read.      The  first  is  from  the 


Bev.  Arthur  E.  Barran,  the  priest  in 
charge  at  St.  Martin's,  who  writes  as 
follows : — 

"  May  I  ask  for  a  copy  of  the  Bill  referring 
to  the  harbour  dues  of  Scilly  ?  I  have  hitherto 
been  a  staunch  supporter  of  Mr.  Dorrien 
Smith ;  but  if  things  are  as  stated  in  your  letter 
to  the  Wettern  Daily  Mercury,  1  shall  feel  it 
my  duty  to  assist  in  opposing  such  a  measure. 
The  proposed  dues  have  astonished  me.  I  was, 
of  course,  aware  of  the  duty  on  exported 
flowers,  and  with  this  I  could  find  no  fault,  as 
the  inhabitants  were  called  together  by  Mr. 
Dorrien  Smith,  and  agreed  to  pay  this  extra 
due  if  he  would  lengthen  the  St.  Mary's  Pier." 

In  reference  to  the  facts  mentioned  in 
this  letter,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am 
speaking  without  the  slightest  feeling 
against  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith.  Since  my 
connection  with  the  ootinty,  I  have  always 
heard  the  name  of  Dr.  Augustus  Smiw, 
the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith, 
spoken  of  with  reverence  and  respect ; 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  Mr. 
Dorrien  Smith,  the  present  lessee,  has 
done  anything  to  disentitle  him  to 
the  same  regard.  I  do  not  propose  to 
give  all  the  names  of  my  correspondents, 
although  I  am  ready  to  show  them  to 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
prove  that  the  letters  are  not  hogtts 
letters.     The  writer    of    one    of  them 


•«  I  am  thankful  to  you  for  the  very  great 
kindness  yoa  hare  manifested  towards  us  as  a 
people — inhabitants  of  the  Scilly  Islands — in 
sendiug  to  us  circulars  which  give  us  informa- 
tion as  to  what  is  onward  in  Parliament,  that 
will  much  aSect  our  interest  here,  on  the 
Islands  of  SciUy.  Had  it  not  bean  for  you  I  qnes> 
tion  whether  very  few  would  have  known  any- 
thing in  regard  to  the  SciUy  Pier  and  Harbour 
Bill.  We  were  very  astonished  to  find  such  a 
measure  before  a  Parliament  of  British  Repre- 
sentatives in  a  free  country  and  under  the  reign 
of  Free  Trade.  I  have  read,  tboaght,  and 
conversed  with  many  of  our  friends  in  regard 
to  the  matter.  I  bad  thought  of  calling  a 
meeting  at  St.  Mary's,  and  moving  a  resolu- 
tion stating  objections  to  the  Bill  in  its  present 
form  ;  but  I  find,  among  persons  whom  I  have 
conversed  with,  that  fear  keeps  them  baok. 
They  have  stated  to  me  if  they  meet  and 
oppose  the  Bill  they  will  be  marked  men  and 
nsk  all  their  interest  here,  on  the  IsUndof 
Scilly,  and  be  the  subjects  of  notice  to  quit, 
and  that  means  to  leave  the  Islands.  So  they 
have  suggested  to  me  to  write  yon,  and  ask  you 
to  be  kind  and  send  me  a  copy  of  the  Bill  by 
return  if  possible.  Mr.  Smith  is  verv  much 
excited  over  the  appearance  of  your  drcolar, 
and  he  has  stated  that  the  report  is  false.  I 
have  just  seon  one  of  Mr.  Smiih's  notices, 
which  I  have  copied  every  word  for  your 
information,  as  follows : — '  Notice.  A  Pamphlet 
having  been  circulated  on  the  Islands  convey, 
ing  a  false  impression  as  to  the  Pier  Bill  and 
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Harbour  for  the  Scilly  Islands  now  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith  will  be 
happy  to  see  any  of  his  tenantiy  at  the  Public 
Buildings  who  are  desirous  of  meeting  him,  on 
Saturday  next,  May  24th,  at  3.30  p.m.,  and 
will  give  any  explanation  needed.'  •' 

As  this  letter  introduces  the  question  of 
fear  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  let 
me  explain  that  this  fear  probably  arises 
from  the  fact  that,  with  all  his  philan- 
throphy,  the  late  Dr.  Augustus  Smith 
was  exceedingly  autocratic,  and  did  not 
hesitate  to  have  persons  who  were 
obnoxious  to  him  removed  from  the 
Islands.  Another  letter  I  have  is  from 
a  gentleman  who  had  been  spending 
some  days  on  the  Island — Mr.  S.  Lear 
Head — who  writes  from  Ivybridge 
South  Devon.     He  says — 

"  I  hare  just  relumed  from  the  Scilly  Island, 
and  during  my  stay  I  have  come  into  contact 
with  many  of  the  islanders.     I  find  the  all- 
absorbing  topic  to  be  this  Pier  and  Harbour 
Bill  and  yonr  action  thereon.    Last  week,  after 
your  extracts  from  the  WtaUrn  Daily   Mereuru 
had  been  circulated,  Mr.  Smith  issued  a  notice 
somewhat    to    this      effect-' Erroneous    im- 
pression     having    gone    abroad      owing     to 
the  circulation    of  some    extracts,   &c.,    from 
the    TTiittrn     Daily     Mereuty,      Mr.     Smith 
will     be   happy   to    meet   his    tenantry    on 
Saturday  .next,  at  3    p.m..   and  explain    the 
provimons  of  the  new  BiU.'    'I  bis  meeting  was 
duly   held,   and  about  30  of  the  tenants  were 
present,  with  Mr.  Smith  in  the  chair;  and  as 
you  will  have  seen,  a  vote  of  confidence  in  Mr. 
Smith  was  passed,  and  for  why  ?  because   not 
one   dared  speak  a  word   against  their   lord 
proprietor.     From   what  I  can  gather  nearly 
all  the  tenants  hold  their  property  on  a  yearly 
tenancy,   and  if  anyone    raised  a  dissentient 
voice    the   probability   is  that  he   would   get 
notice  to  quit  forthwith.    And  even  if  he  did 
not,  It  would  cause   sjch  a  state   of  friction  as 
would  be  simply   intolerable  and   unbearable. 
On  luesday  last  a  further  meeting  was  held, 
and,  although  Mr.  Smith  was  not  present,  the 
clergyman    was.      There   was  a  considerable 
attendance,  and   it   was  ultimately  decided  to 
send  a  Petition  to  Mr.  BoUtho  urging  him  to 
use  his  best  endeavours  to  get  the  Hill  passed. 
This  Petition  was   there  and  then  framed  and 
signed  by  many  of  those  present ;  but  those 
who  did  not  now  bear  that  it  is  to  be  carried 
around  from  house  to  house.    This  is  simply 
monstrous  :    everyone  will  feel  bound  to  sign 
rather  than  offend  Mr.  Smith.     As  far  as  I  can 
gather,  in  a  casual  way,  the  late  proprietor, 
Mr.  Augustus  Smith,  spent  £10,000  on  the  pier 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  his   original 
lea8e_  from    the   duchy.      Tlie   present    Mr. 
Dorrien    Smith    has   now    spent    a   further 
£4,000,  and  the  islanders  have  agreed  to  com- 
pensate him  by  an  additional  tax   on  all  their 
nowers  and  vegetables  exported.    Thev  have 
not  at  all  agreed  to  pay  ou  their  imports,  and 
were  not  aware  that  any  such  tariff  was  to  be 
imposed.    And  they  decidedly  object  to  having 
to  pay  on  the  articles  named  in  your  paper, 
Mr.  Cotiybeare 


including,  amongst  others,  the  necessaries 
of  lite.  nTithout  passing  any  approval  or  an 
opinion,  I,  as  an  independent  person,  cannot 
fail  to  see  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  dissatis- 
faction among  the  islanders  generally.  The 
whole  gist  of  their  complaint  is  not  so  much 
against  Mr.  Smith  personally,  but  against  his 
being  saddled  with  additional  authority  which 
is  already  practically  absolute,  and  therefote 
very  burdensome  at  any  time.  Sach  authority 
ought  not  to  be  in  the  hands  of  any  one  man. 
I  may  say  that  I  am  not  at  all  personally  in- 
terested in  this  matter,  but  as  a  passing  visitor. 
I  have  never  been  there  before,  but  I  thought 
you  ought  to  know  how  affairs  stood.  lam 
writing  Mr.  Bolitho  much  to  this  same  effect, 
and  if  I  can  be  of  any  further  use,  kindly  com- 
municate with  me." 

This  is  fiom  a  second  independent  wit- 
ness. A  third  letter  comes  from  a 
gentleman  in  Penzance — Mr.  Clement 
Chudleigh — who  writes  as  follows  on  the 
31st  of  May  :— 

"I  have  been  prosecuting  inquiries,  hence  the 
delay  in  replying  to  your  favour  of  the  26th 
inst.  Yon  will  doubtless  have  seen  a  report  in 
the  Wtitern  Hominy  New$  of  a  meeting  held  by 
Mr.  Smith  last  Saturday — I  send  you  a  copy 
for  perusal  in  case  you  did  not  see  it.  I 
have  had  a  conversation  with  one  who  was 
present,  and  he  tells  me  the  tenantry  cannot 
oppose  Mr,  Smith,  as  they  are  completely  in 
hu  hands,  and  to  ^o  in  opposition  to  him 
would  mean  his  retaliating  to  the  ruination  of 
them  by  non- renewal  of  leasesand  otherwise;  in 
other  words,  they  have  to  do  as  he  wishek  if 
they  want  to  live  at  all.  Nevertheless,  he  says 
the  meeting,  at  which  there  was  not  more  than 
30,  present,  and  those  by  the  special  request 
of  Mr.  Smith's  agent,  was  not  unanimous, 
although  the  opposition  had  to  stifle  itself. 
The  next  dodge  was  for  the  Magistrates  to 
organise  a  meeting  in  Mr.  Smith's  absence. 
At  this  the  opposition  was  more  pronounced. 
About  SO  attended,  and  eventually,  after 
trying  several  resolutions,  and  failing  to  carry 
them,  or  rather  withdrawing  them  on  accosot 
of  the  opposition,  either  17  or  18  held  up  their 
hands  in  favour  of  signing  some  kind  ot  a  Peti- 
tion to  Mr.  Bolitho,  M.P.,  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
and  subsequently  canvassed  for  signatures.  My 
informant,  although  u  terly  opposed  to  the 
Bill,  signed  this  Petition,  being,  he  assured 
me,  afraid  to  refrain  from  doing  so,  fur,  as  he. 
said,  Mr.  Smith  will  see  (he  list  of  signa- 
tures, and  will  know  who  did  and  who  did  not 
sign  it." 

I  have  other  letters,  in  addition  to  those 
I  have  read,  which  state  distinctly  that 
although  the  islanders  agreed  to  pay  in- 
creased dues  upon  the  export  of  flowers 
and  potatoes,  they  had  not  the  remotest 
idea  that  they  would  be  called  upon  to 
pay  dues  upon  the  importation  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  What  these  increased 
dues  are  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
amptonshire (Mr.  Channing)  has  already 
stated,  but  tiie  islanders  contemplatea 
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nothing  of  tbe  kind,  and  cannot  be  said 
to  bare  had  due  notice.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  the  Newlyn 
tariff,  but  that  tariff  merely  affects  fish, 
and  does  not  apply  to  200  and  odd 
articles  which  form  the  necessaries  of 
life.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asks 
what  barm  the  tariff  will  do,  and  says 
that  it  is  only  to  apply  to  half  a  mile  of 
the  coast,  leaving  100  miles  untouched. 
Bnt  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  must  be 
aware  that  tbe  harbour  of  St.  Mary's  is 
the  harbonr  of  the  Scilly  Islands ;  it  is 
the  only  place  of  trading,  and  from  that 
harbour  all  the  articles  introduced  are 
tntnshipped  and  forwarded  to  the  other 
Islands.  I,  therefore,  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  not  insist  upon  that 
argument.  He  has  said  nothing  about 
the  retrospective  character  of  the  Bill, 
bat,  as  far  as  I  understand  it,  it  is  clearly 
tetrospective.  I  come  now  to  another 
point.     The    14th   clause    of  the   Bill 


"If  at  any  time  and  from  time  to  time  the 
dear  amioal  income  derived  from  the  pier  and 
worka  authorised  by  this  Order  in  the  aveiage 
of  the  then  three  laat  preceding  years,  after 
payment  of  all  expenses  and  out({oingB,  shall 
exceed  interest  at  the  rate  of  10  per  centum  per 
annum  on  the  entire  sum  from  time  to  time 
appearing  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  have  been 
npended  in  executing  the  pier  and  the  works 
aathoriaed  by  this  Order,  including  in  such 
expenditure  the  sum  of  £10,000  already  ex- 
pended on  the  existing  pier  and  works,  the 
Board  of  Trade  may,  if  in  their  discretion  they 
think  fit,  on  application  in  writing  from  six  or 
Boie  of  the  owners  of  vessels  or  boats  using 
the  pier,  and  after  hearing  the  undertakers 
nduce  tiie  rates  leviable  under  this  Order  to 
•nch  amounts  as  will  be  sufficient  to  provide 
tbe  aforesaid  interest  at  the  rate  of  10  per 
centum  per  annum.'* 

Now,  I  would  ask  any  hon.  Member  if 
he  can  point  to  any  single  instance  in 
the  legislation  of  this  country  in  which 
Parliament  has  guaranteed  to  any  land- 
owner 10  per  cent,  for  his  money  t 
•Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  It  is  the 
regular  course. 

Mb.  CONYBEABB  :  If  that  is  so,  all 
I  can  say  is  that  the  sooner  it  becomes 
an  irregular  course  the  better.  In 
many  instances  capitalists  have  to 
be  content  with  an  interest  of  2|  per 
cent.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  Mr. 
Smith  is  not  likely  to  get  10  per  cent. ; 
but,  if  so,  why  not  out  out  the  10  per 
cent  t  Why  insert  a  clause  which  will 
preclude  any  reduction  of  rates  until 
Mr.  Smith  lias  been  paid  10  per  cent. ; 


I  hope  that  the  House  will  reject,  at  any 
rate,  that  portion  of  the  scheme.  And 
now  I  come  to  the  last  point.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  look  at  the 
General  Piers  and  Harbours  Act  of  1861 
he  will  find  that  Sub-section  1  of  Clause 
9  provides  that  a  schedule  of  the  rates 
to  be  charged  shall  be  published  once  at 
least  in  each  of  two  consecutive  weeks — 
in  the  months  of  October  and  November 
— in  some  newspaper  circulated  in  the 
district  in  which  the  works  are  proposed 
to  be  constructed.  I  wish  to  know  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  this 
has  been  done!  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
copy  of  tbe  Cornish  Telegraph  of 
November  last';  but  it  only  gives  an 
analysis  of  the  Provisional  Order  in  a 
condensed  form,  and  contains  no  schedule 
at  all.  I  have  caused  inquiries  to  be 
made  upon  this  important  point,  and  I 
have  received  two  telegrams,  which  I 
will  read  to  the  House.  The  first  says — 
"The  local  papers— ComitA  Ttlrgraph  and 
Comit/iman — the  only  ones  circulated  to  any 
extent  at  Bcilly — say  the  draft  order,  as  in 
Telegraph  sent  yon.  is  the  only  advertisement 
they  have  had.  I  have  not  seen  the  schednle 
of  rates  in  any  other  paper.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  of  its  not  being  advertised." 

That  telegram  reached  me  this  morning 
from  Penzance,  where  both  of  these 
newspapers  are  published.  The  second 
telegram  comes  from  the  Islands  of 
Scilly,  and  I  received  it  last  night.  It 
says,  "Rates  not  published  in  local 
papers  that  we  know."  Unless  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  in  the  possession  of 
evidence  to  show  that  the  Schedule  of 
Rates  was  published,  I  maintain  that 
the  provisions  of  the  general  Act  have 
not  been  complied  with. 
•(3.55.)  Mk.  BOLITHO  (Cornwall,  St. 
Ives) :  I  fail  to  see  that  any  valid 
reason  has  been  adduced  why  the  House 
should  refuse  to  read  this  Bill  a  second 
time.  When  the  scheme  was  first 
conceived,  a  considerable  amount  of 
pressure  had  to  be  put  upon  the  lessee 
to  induce  him  to  undertake  the  responsi- 
bility of  introducing  theBill,and  from  that 
time  until  the  measure  came  before  the 
House  not  a  word  of  objection  was 
urged  against  it.  What  fell  from  the 
hon.  Member  who  moved  the  rejection 
of  the  Bill  satisfies  me  that  the  objec- 
tions now  urged  are  of  a  very  trivial 
nature.  The  House  will,  I  think,  admit 
that  any  private  individual  who  takes 
upon   himself    a    responsibility    of  this 
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kind  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  is 
fairly  entitled  to  be  reooaped  the 
amonnt  of  his  expenditure  trith 
interest.  The  tenancy  of  Mr.  Dor- 
rien  Smith's  lease  is  only  short, 
and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease, 
he  has  no  assurance  that  a  renewal 
will  be  granted.  The  Petition  in  favour 
of  the  Bill  was  signed  by  all  the  most 
responsible  persons  in  the  Islands,  and  I 
do  not  believe  that  any  objections  were 
concealed,  because  the  individuals  holding 
them  were  afraid  to  express  their 
opinions. 

*(3.58.)  Sib  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I 
have  no  right  to  address  the  House 
again,  but  I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no 
doubt  all  the  requirements  of  the 
law  were  complied  with.  In  proof  of 
that  I  need  only  say  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Examiners  of  Private  Bills  to  see 
that  the  Standing  Orders  had  been  com- 
plied with, 

(3.59.)  Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  have 
caused  the  Papers  to  be  searched,  and 
cannot  find  that  the  schedule  was  pub- 
lished. I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether,  in  the  face  of  that 
evidence,  a  mere  assurance  that  he  has 
no  reason  to  believe  that  all  the  formali- 
ties have  not  been  gone  through  is  quite 
sufficient.  Will  he  not,  at  any  rate,  con- 
sent to  the  postponement  of  the  Second 
Beading  until  further  inquiry  can  be 
madel 

(4.0.)  Mb.  DILLWrN  (Swansea' 
Town) :  I  shall  certainly  support  the 
Second  Beading  of  the  Bill.  I  am  not 
myself  an  inhabitant  of  that  part  of  the 
world,  but  I  have  visited  the  Scilly 
Islands,  and  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
great  benefits  which  have  been  conferred 
upon  the  Islands  by  the  present  pro- 
prietor and  his  predecessors. 

•(4.2.)  Mb.  CHANNING  :  In  asking 
leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment,  I 
do  so  not  because  I  am  satisfied  by  the 
reply  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  because  I  propose  to  move  to 
refer  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Db.  TANNEB  (Cork  Co.,  Mid.) :  I  hope 
the  hon.  Member  will  not  withdraw  the 
Mr.  Bolitlio 


Amendment.  I  maintain  that  this  Hoase 
does  not  sit  here  for  the  simple  purpose 
of  conferring  gifts  upon  landlords,  no 
matter  what  part  of  the  world  they  may 
live  in.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  hon. 
Member  will  go  to  a  Division. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  the  second  time. 


RRYISINa  BAKRISTEBS  (ENOLIHD 
AND  WALES). 

Address  for — 

"  Return  showing  the  Circuits  within  which 
the  several  Revising  BarristeTs  were  appoiated 
in  England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1889 ;  the 
names  of  the  Barristeis  appointed  ;  the  places 
where  each  Barrister  sat ;  the  electoral  areu 
incladed  in  each  Circnit ;  the  total  numher  of 
voters  in  each  gronp  of  areas  indnded  in  a 
Circuit ;  the  number  of  days  actually  occnpied 
by  each  Barrister  in  the  revision  :  and  the  total 
cost  incurred  for  the  payment  of  soch  Reviring 
Barristers,  and  the  amount  received  bj  the 
Treasary  from  the  Local  Aathorities  in  respect 
of  soch  costs  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper  No.  208,  of  Session  1889)."— (ifr.  Etk- 
AetiM.) 

PARLIAMENTARY  CONSIITUENCIES. 
Address  for — 

"  Return  showing,  with  regard  to  each  Parlia- 
mentary ConstHuency  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  number  of  Electors  on  the  Register  now  in 
force  (in  oontinnation  of  Parliamentary  Paper 
No.  179,  of  Session  1889)."-(afr.  Tkomu 
Elti:) 

EAST  INDIA  (CANl'ONMENT  ACTS). 

Address  for — 

"  Copy  of  Cantonment  Acts,  1889,  and  anjr 
Rules  made  under  Section  86,  Sab-seotion  21, 
and .  under  Section  27  of  the  same."— (ifr. 
John  EUi:) 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
WESTEEN  AUSTBALIUr  CONSTITUTION  BILL. 
That  they  do  request  that  this  House  will  be 
pleased  to  communicate  to  their  Lordihips  a 
Copy  of  the  Report,  &c.,  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  Hoose  in  the  present 
Session  of  Parliament  on  the  Western  Aoitnlia 
Com  titution  Bill. 
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PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 
Retam  ordered,  "  Showing,  by  Coaniies,  all  Gases  where  a  deduction  has  beeB 
made  during  the  year  ended  the  Slstday  of  August,  1889,  under  Art.  114 : — 
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Summary. 

Schools  with  no  income  from  subscriptions  :— 

Number  of  schools  , .  . .  . .  •  • 

Average  attendance  . .  •  •  >  •  •  • 

Total  nett  grant 
Total  deductioTiB  under  Art.  114 

Schools  with  an  income  from  subscriptions  not  exceeding  28.  6d.  a  head  : — 

Number  of  schools  . .  •  • 

Average  attendance  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Total  nfett  grant  •  • 

Total  deduction  under  Art.  114  ..  ..  •• 

Total  income  from  subscriptions  . .  . . 

Schools'withan  income  from  subscriptions  of  2s.  7d.  to  68.  a.  head,  inclusive : — 

Number  of  schools  .< 

Average  attendance  .  • 

Total  nett  grant  . . 
Total  deductions  under  Art.  114 
Total  income  from  subscriptions 


a  head,  inclusive  : — 


Schools  with  an  income  from  subscriptions  of  £s.  Id.  to  Ts.  6d 

Number  of  schools  . .  •  • 

Average  attendance  . . 

Total  nett  grant 

Total  deductions  under  Art.  114 

Total  income  from  subscriptions  •  • 

Schools  with  an  income  from  subscriptions  of  7s.  7d.  to  lOs.  a  head,  indusive 

Number  of  schools  ..  •• 

Average  attendance  •• 

Total  nett  grant 

Total  deductions  under  Art.  114 

Total  income  from  subscriptions 

Schools  with  an  income  from  subscriptions  of  over  1  Os.  a  head  :— 

Number  of  schools  ..  ••  •• 

Average  attendance 

Total  nett  grant 

Total  deductions  under  Art.  1 14  . .  •  • 

Total  income  from  subscriptions  •  •  •  • 

—{Mr.  Mwiitlla.) 
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PUBLIC  KLEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 
Botam  ordered,  "  For  all  Public  Elementary  Schools  examined  during  the  year 
ending  Slst  day  of  August,  1889,  giving— 
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"Any  school  receiving  a  grant  for  more  or  less  than  a  twelvemonth  to  be 
marked  with  an  asterisk." — (Mr.  Mundella.) 


QUESTIONS. 


SOOTH  KENSINGTON  MUSEUM. 

Mb.  WHITMORB  (CheUea)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  now  state  what  is  the 
result  of  the  consideration  which,  in 
August  last,  he  promised  the  Treasury 
would  give  to  the  question  of  how  to 
meet  the  claims  of  the  attendants  and 
messengers  at  the  South  Kensington 
Museum  to  receive  the  same  benefits  of 
superannuation  as  are  enjoyed  by  men 
doing  similar  work  in  kindred  Govern- 
ment Departments  1 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TEIEA- 
StJBY  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) :  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  state  the  actual 
result  of  the  consideration  which  I  have 
given  for  many  months  past  to  this 
question,  but  I  may  say  that  I  have  made 
a  suggestion  which  I  hope  will  dispose 
of  the  matter. 

ALLEGED  LEPROSY  IN  AN  EMIGRANT 
SHIP. 
Dr.TAIINER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed  to 
the  case  of  leprosy  in  a  Swedish  emigrant, 
as  reported  in  the  Liverpool  Courier  of 
22nd  May ;  whether  the  woman  in  ques- 
tion was  permitted  to  land  in  and  pass 
through  England,  to  pass  the  examina- 
tion of  the  Medical  Emigration  Officers 
of  Health  at  Liverpool  at  their  survey 
of  the   Cunard  steamer  Cephalonia  on 


the  17th  April  last,  and  the  second 
inspection  at  Queenstown  by  an  officer 
of  the  same  Department ;  whether  it  is 
true  that  the  woman  in  question  was  not 
allowed  to  land  by  the  Port  Authorities 
in  Boston,  U.SjSl.,  after  inspection  by 
their  Medical  Inspector  and  several 
eminent  American  scientists,  who  de- 
clared the  case  to  be  one  of  genuine 
leprosy ;  and  titat  the  Cunard  Company 
were,  in  consequence,  compelled  to  bring 
her  back  to  England ;  if  it  is  true  that 
on  her  arrival  in  Liverpool  she  was  con- 
veyed to  the  Brownlow  Hill  Work- 
house, and  there  examined,  as  reported 
in  the  Liverpool  Weekly  Afercury — 

"by  Dr.  Hope,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  city,  Dr.  HQl,  the  Board  of 
Trade  Officer,  and  Dr.  Robertson,  who  enter- 
tained little  doubt  that  the  case  was  one  of 
leproey," 

and  made  special  arrangements  for 
her  complete  isolation ;  whether  such 
isolation  was  effected  on  board  the 
Cunard  steamship  on  either  passage; 
what  has  been  done  with  the  patient ; 
and  whether  any  steps  will  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  loathsome  and  infec- 
tions disease  in  question,  as  well  as 
other  contagious  and  infectious  diseases 
difficult  of  detection,  being  propagated 
in  consequence  of  the  present  system  of 
inspection  by  Medical  Board  of  Trade 
Inspectors  ? 

•The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD  or 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  The  woman  in  question  was  per- 
mitted to  land  at  Hull  and  pass  throngh 
England.     The  Board  of  Trade  have  no 
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statntoiy  authority  to  examine  passen- 
gers   arriving    in    this    country    from 
Abroad.      The    woman     did    pass    the 
examination  of  the  M  edical  Emigration 
Officers  at  Liverpool  before  eml^rking 
opon  the  Cnnard  steamship  Gephalonia. 
These  o£Scers  regarded  the  case  as  one 
of  Inpos  of  a  non-contagioas  character ; 
ehe  brought  with  her  a  medical  certifi- 
cate to  that  effect.    She  had  a  husband 
and  six  children  in  America  whom  she 
wasg  oing  to  join ;  and  my  officers  did 
not  think  there  was  sufficient  justifica- 
tion for  preventing  her  proceeding  in  the 
ship,  but,  in  consequence  of  her  appear- 
ance, it  was  required   that  she  and  her 
immediate  party  should  be  kept  in  one 
compartment,  isolated  from  the  rest  of 
the     passengers.       The     woman     was 
not     re-inspected      by      the     Medical 
OfBeer   of    the    Board    of    Trade    at 
Qaeenstown;  such   re-inspection  would 
be  unusual.     I  learn  from  the   Gunard 
Company  that  this  jiassenger  was  allowed 
to  land  at  Boston  and  r  jmain  on  shore 
for  12  days,  and  that  she  was  returned, 
not  so  much  on  account  of  the  disease, 
as  that  her  husband  could  not  pay  for 
her  maintenance  in  hospital.    She  was 
isolated  as  a  matter  of  precaution  on  her 
passage  home,  and  her  apartments  were 
afterwards        thoroughly        fumigated, 
stripped,  and  disinfected,  and  she  was 
sent  by  the  Cunard   Company  to  her 
home    in    Sweden,   accompanied    by    a 
special  attendant.     On  passing  through 
Liverpool  the  patient  was,  I  understand, 
taken  to  the  Brownlow  Hill  Workhouse, 
where  she  was  visited,  unofficially,  by 
the  two  Medical  Officers  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  who  had  previously  Examined  her. 
These  officers  report  that  her  later  symp- 
toms had   more   of   the    appearance   of 
leprosy,  as  understood  by  them.     Every 
precaution  is  taken  by  the   Board    of 
Trade  and  its  officers  to  prevent,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  propagation  of  contagions 
and  infectious  diseases.    It  is  to  the  in- 
terest of  all  steamship  companies  carry- 
ing  passengers  to  immediately  isolate 
any  suspicions  case  that  may  break  out 
during    the   voyage,  and    subsequently 
fumigate,  disinfect,  and  paint  any  space 
occupied  by  such  a  case,  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  this  was  done  in  this  par- 
ticular case. 

Db.  TANNER:    Does  not  this  case 
exemplify  the  necessity  of  taking  steps 
to  give   more    power    to    the    medical 
VOL.  CCCXLV.  [thied  skeies.] 


officers  on  board  steamers  of  rejecting 
certain  passengers,  and  thereby  protect- 
ing the  rest  from  any  infection  which 
may  be  promulgated  in  consequence  of 
the  defective  Board  of  Trade  arrange- 
ments ? 

•Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  I  do  not 
think  this  case  exemplifies  anything  of 
the  kind,  nor  do  I  believe  that  the  pre- 
sent arrangements  are  defective. 

Db.  tanner  :  Am  I  to  understand 
that  a  case  of  leprosy — one  of  the  worst 
diseases  in  the  world — is  to  be  looked 
upon  so  lightly  that  Englishmen,  and 
passengers  generally,  on  board  a  steam- 
ship may  be  exposed  to  such  an  infec- 
tion? 

•SiE  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  No,  Sir.  Afl 
I  have  already  explained,  the  case  was 
considered  to  be  one  of  Inpus,  and  not  of 
leprosy ;  but  care  was  taken  even  then 
to  guard  against  its  spreading. 

De.  TANNER:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gleutleman  communicate  with  the  Ameri- 
can Authorities  as  to  whether  this  was 
not  a  case  of  leprosy  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  but  rejected  by  the  American 
Authorities  % 

•SiB  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  No,  Sir,  I 
will  not. 

Dr.  TANNER:  It  is  perfectly 
notorious. 

FORTROSE  ACADEMY. 
MB.CALDWELL(Gla8gow,St.Rollox) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
it  is  the  case  that  the  School  Board 
of  Rosemarkie  contemplate  removing 
the  old  academy  at  Fortrose  from  its 
present  freehold  site  to  a  fen  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  teachers'  dwelling-house  ; 
at  whose  expense,  whether  ratepayers  or 
endowment,  is  the  new  school  to  be 
built ;  whether  the  new  school  is  to  be 
an  ordinary  Board  school  or  a  higher 
class  public  school;  whether  the  same 
is  to  be  vested  in  and  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  School  Board  as  a  Board 
school,  or  in  name  of  the  School  Board 
as  the  Governing  Body  of  the  endow- 
ment; whether  the  School  Board  have 
obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Department 
to  the  contemplated  change ;  and  what 
is  the  cost  of  the  proposed  removal  ? 
•The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  P. 
B.  Robertson,  Bute) :  The  School  Bf>ard 
of  Rosemarkie  propose  to  remove  the 
academy  to  another  site  which  the  Board 
hold  to  be  more  eligible.  The  question 
2  E 
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of  the  tentire  tipon  which  the  new  site 
is  held  ia  not  one  which  comes  under 
their  Lordship's  cognisance,  bat  there 
is  no  objection  to  the  erection  of 
a  Board  school  on  a  feu.  The 
School  Board  is  the  Ckireming  Body 
of  the  endowment,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  form  in  which  the  new  school 
is  to  be  Tested  is  one  on  which  thejr  will 
doubtless  be  guided  by  their  legal 
adviser.  The  Board  propose  to  raise  a  loan 
of  jE1,850  on  the  secarity  of  the  rates  for 
the  purpose,  and  have  obtained  the 
sanction  of  the  Department  to  that 
loan. 

THE  PUNJAB. 
Me.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton): 
I'  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  any  information 
respecting  the  action  of  the  police 
in  certain  cases  which  are  reported  to 
have  occurred  in  Amritsar,  a  city  in  the 
Punjab,  with  a  population  of  over 
160,000;  whether,  under  the  Punjab 
Pohce  Act,  or  any  other  law  in  India,  it 
is  permissible  for  the  Police  Authorities 
to  keep  descriptive  rolls  of  parties  who 
have  been  in  prison,  and,  while  these 
parties  are  at  liberty  and  are  charged 
with  no  ofEence,  to  subject  their  persons 
to  rigorous  examination  in  the  public 
streets;  whether  certain  girls  were  so 
examined  in  public  places  in  Lahore; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  girl  named 
Yid  Koer  was  thus  examined  in  a  public 
bazaar,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  this 
treatment,  she  absconded,  was  found  by 
the  police,  detained  in  custody,  and  not 
allowed  to  see  her  parents  or  to  be  re- 
leased until  she  signed  an  agreement 
denying  the  examination  of  her  person 
in  public,  although  the  examination  was 
witnessed  by  many  people  who  are  ready 
to  testify  thereto  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  Brahmin  girl,  aged  20,  named 
Dhau  Deir,  was,  against  her  protest,  and 
in  spite  of  her  cries,  taken  into  a  public 
street  and  examined,  no  occasion  for  this 
as  regards  wrongdoing  on  her  part 
being  even  alleged;  whether  he  can 
state  how  men  and  women  have  been  so 
examined,  and  whether  the  particulars 
of  such  examinations  are  contained  in 
descriptive  rolls  in  the  Police  Register ; 
who  is  the  officer  responsible  for  these 
occurrences;  whether  he  has  been 
punished  in  any  way ;  and  whether  an 
Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robertson 


inquiry  has  been  instituted,  and,  if  the 
inquiry  is  simply  of  a  Departmental  kind, 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  will  give 
instructions  for  an  independent  and 
thorough  investigation  1 

The  under  SECRETARY  or  STATE 
FOB  INDIA  (Sir  J.  Gk)BST,  Chatham): 
No,  Sir.  My  noble  Friend  the  Secretory 
of  State  has  no  official  information  tbat 
enables  him  to  instruct  me  to  answer 
the  question.  The  matter  will  be 
referred  to  the  Gk>vernment  of  India  in 
the  usual  way. 

PAYMENTS  TO  ANGLO-INDIAN  NEWS- 
PAPERS. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  Government  of  India  have 
made  any  payments,  and  for  what 
purposes,  to,  and  which  of,  the  Anglo- 
Indian  newspapers  published  in  India; 
whether  it  was  with  the  knowledgfe  or 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
an  offer  was  made  to  the  Times  of  India, 
a  newspaper  published  at  Bombay,  as 
stated  in  a  leading  article  in  that 
journal,  "  to  become  the  official  organ  of 
the  Government  of  India ;"  whether  the 
proprietor  of  the  Timts  of  India  is 
correct  in  saying  that,  in  answer  to  such 
ofEer,  he  gave  "  so  clear  and  distinct  a 
negative  as  to  admit  of  no  misconcep- 
tion ;"  and  whether  the  Secretary  of 
State  will  lay  upon  the  Table  the 
correspondence  relating  to  this  matter! 

SiE  J.  GOEST:  In  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  hon.  Member's 
question,  I  have  to  say  that,  except 
payments  for  advertisements,  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  not  aware  of  any 
payments  being  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment to  Anglo-Indian  newspapers. 
The  answer  to  the  second  paragraph 
is  in  the  negative.  In  reply  to 
paragraph  No.  3,  the  Secretary  of  State 
is  not  aware  of  any  such  occurrence 
arising,  or  statement  being  made.  In 
answer  to  the  last  paragraph,  I  have  to 
say  that  there  is  no  correspondence, 
and  therefore  none  can  be  produced. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  :  Am  I  to  under- 
stand from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  statement  made  in  the  Times  (f 
India  is  not  correct  f 

Sib  J.  GORST:  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  is  not  aware  that  the 
Times  of  India  has  over  made  such  a 
statement. 
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Mb.  BRA.DLAUGH:  I  will  supply 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  it. 

PUBUC  HOD8E8  IN  BURNLEY. 

Mb.  summers  (Hndderefield) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  is  aware  that  about  two 
years  ago  a  Census  was  taken  of  the 
public  houses  and  beer  houses  in  the 
Parliamentary  Borough  of  Burnley, 
which  proved  that,  out  of  177  houses  of 
this  description,  165  were  "tied  houses," 
whilst  only  12  were  free  ;  whether  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  a  similar  state 
of  things  exists  in  other  boroughs  and 
counties  in  the  United  Kingdom;  and 
whether,  if  the  Inland  Revenue  Depart- 
ment possesses  no  information  on  this 
subject,  ho  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  1 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  QoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
'Hanover  Square) :  No,  Sir ;  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  Census  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers,  and  I  have  no 
knowledge  whether  the  state  of  things 
said  to  exist  in  Bamley  applies  to  the 
rest  of  the  United  Kingdom.  As  at 
present  advised,  I  am  doubtful  whether 
ofifeers  of  the  Inland  Revenue  have  a 
heuB  standi  to  institute  an  inqiiiry  into 
what  is  a  matter  of  private  contract. 

EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND  ANU 
DEAF. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
if  he  can  now  state  when  the  English 
and  Scotoh  Bills  for  the  education  of  the 
blind  and  deaf  will  be  introduced  1 
•The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  thb 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Hakt  Dyke,  Kent, 
Dartford) :  The  Scoteh  Bill  is  down  for 
Second  Beading  in  the  other  House  this 
afternoon,  and  the  English  Bill  will  be 
introduced  there  as  soon  as  certain 
questions  of  some  difficulty  that  have 
arisen  in  connection  withit  are  disposedof . 

THE  CENSUS. 

Mb.  WOODALL  (Hanley):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  when  the  Bill  authorising 
the  Decennial  Census  will  be  brought  in ; 
whether  the  Departmental  Committee, 
relative  to  the  Census,  have  made  their 
Beport ;  and  whether  it  is  intended  to 
present  the  Report  to  Parliament  ? 


The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  am  not  in 
a  position  at  present  to  give  any  informa- 
tion as  to  the  date  when  the  Bill  autho- 
rising the  next  Census  will  be  brought  in. 
The  Departmental  Committee  referred 
to  have  made  their  Report,  and  it  is 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Report  will  shortly  be  pre- 
sented to  Parliament. 

CHURCH  RATE  IN  WAPPING. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green,. 
S.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether- 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the- 
statement  made  to  Mr.  Mead,  the  Police 
Magistrate  sitting  at  Thames  Street,  that 
for  many  years  past  it  has  been  the 
practice  in  the  parish  of  Wapping  to 
serve  notices  demanding  a  voluntaiy 
Church  Rate  on  the  same  form  as  is 
used  for  the  general,  sewers,  and  poor 
rates,  and  that  the  Magistrate  has  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  many  persons- 
have  paid  the  rate,  believing  that  they 
were  compelled  to  do  so;  whether  in 
other  parishes  voluntary  Church  Rates- 
are  collected  in  a  simiUlr  way;  and 
whether  the  Local  Crovemment  Board 
will  take  steps  to  prevent  Local  Authori- 
ties applying  for  voluntary  Church  Rates 
by  means  liable  to  produce  the  im- 
pression that  the  payment  of  them  is 
compulsory  ? 

*Mb.  RITCHIE :  My  attention  has  not 
been  called  to  the  statement  made  to 
Mr.  Mead,  the  Police  Magistrate  at 
Thames  Street,  that  for  many  years 
past  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the 
parish  of  Wapping  to  serve  notices 
demanding  a  voluntary  Church  Rate  on 
the  same  form  as  is  used  for  the  general, 
sewers,  and  poor  rates.  I  have  no 
information  as  to  other  parishes  in 
which  voluntary  Church  Rates  are  col- 
lected in  a  similar  way.  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  no  jurisdiction 
as  regards  the  form  in  which  the  General 
and  Sewer  Rates  are  levied  in  the 
Metropolis.  The  Board,  however,  concur 
in  the  opinion  that  the-  including  of  a 
voluntary  rate  in  the  forms  of  demand 
note  for  the  Poor  Rate  or  other  rate 
levied  under  statutory  authority  is  open 
to  much  objection.  The  views  of  the 
Board  on  this  subject  are  communicated 
2  E  2 
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to  the  officers  concerned,  where  they 
learn  that  the  practice  referred  to  hs^ 
existed. 

TUE  MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies if  it  is  tme  that  the  Government  of 
the  Bahamas  has  ref  ased  its  consent  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act :  and  whether  he  will  lay  the  corres- 
pondence upon  the  Table  t 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
StATS  FOB  THE  COLONIES  (Baron 
H.  de  WoBMS,  Liverpool,  East  Toiteth)  : 
The  Government  of  the  Bahamas  has 
twice  introdnced  into  the  House  of 
Assembly,  Bills  corresponding  to  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act,  but  has  failed 
'  to  carry  them.  It  seems  hardly  worth 
while  to  lay  the  correspondence  on  the 
Table  ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
woald  perhaps  call  at  the  Colonial  Office 
and  see  it,  and  then  consider  if  the  pre- 
sentation is  really  desirable. 

THE  CITY  LIVERY  COMPANIES. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  &ct  that  the  Livery  Com- 
panies of  the  City  of  London  are 
-gradually  realising  their  property  ;  and, 
in  particular,  that  30  acres  of  land  at 
Barking,  constituting  Morell's  Charity 
of  the  Goldsmiths'  Company,  have  been 
sold,  and  that  another  property  of  the 
same  Company,  namely,  a  portion  of 
Messrs.  Glyn  imd  Company's  premises  in 
Lombard  Street,  has  been  conveyed  away 
to  that  firm  for  .£85,000 ;  and  whether, 
in  these  circumstances,  he  will  take  steps 
to  act  upon  the  first  recommendation  of 
the  Royal  Commission  of  the  City  of 
London  Livery  Companies,  which  was 
as  follows  : — 

"^e  think  that  the  Compeniei  should  be 
placed  by  Act  of  Parliament  under  ouch  reetric- 
tiona  BO  regards  the  alienation  of  their  real  and 
penonal  estate  ai  would  remove  all  danger  of 
the  loss  of  any  portion  of  their  property." 

•Mb.  RITCfflE :  My  attention  has  not 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Livery 
Companies  of  the  City  of  London  are 
gradually  realising  their  property.  As 
regards  the  two  instances  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  calls  my  attention,  I  may 
mention  that  I  have  this  morning 
received  a  communication  from  the  Clerk 
Mr.  Hitchie 


of  the  Goldsmiths'  Company,  in  which 
he  states  that  no  part  of  the  30  acres 
of  land  at  Barking  has  been  sold,  nor  has 
such  a  sale  been  under  oonsideiation. 
The  price  which  was  obtained  for  the 
house  in  Lombard  Street  sold  to  Messrs. 
Glyn  is  stated  to  have  tar  exceeded  any 
price  over  previously  obtained  for  pro- 
perty in  the  City.  The  purchase  wu 
made  with  the  approval  of  the  Charitj 
Commissioners,  and  the  money  was  in- 
vested in  the  name  of  the  Ofiicial  Trus- 
tee of  Charitable  Funds.  I  cannot 
undertake  to  propose  leg^lation  such  as 
that  suggested. 

THE  DENBIGHSHIRE  CHARITIES. 

Mr.  T.  ELLIS  (Merionethshire) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Penrith  (Mr. 
J.  W.  Lowther)  whether  the  Report  <£ 
the  Charity  Commissioners'  Inquiiy  into 
the  endowed  charities  of  Denbighshiie 
is  ready  for  publication ;  and  whether,  in 
accordance  with  the  desire  of  several 
County  Councils,  the  Inquiry  can  be  ex- 
tended into  other  Welsh  counties  t 

Me.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cnmberlana, 
Penrith):  The  inquiries  into  all  the 
parishes  of  Denbighshire  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  Reports  on  all  the  parishes 
except  four  have  now  been  received,  and 
the  Commissioners  are  engaged  in  com- 
pleting the  information  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  present  these  Reports  to 
Parliament.  The  Commissioners  under- 
stand that  the  Treasury  desires  to  hare 
an  opportunity  of  considering  these 
Reports  before  authorising  expenditue 
in  respect  of  further  like  inquiries  in 
other  counties. 

Me.  T.  ELLIS:  Will  the  Commis- 
sioners hasten  the  publication  of  the 
Report? 

Me.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  We  are 
anxious  to  do  everything  we  can  to 
hasten  the  publication  of  the  Report;  bat, 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware,  ttie  maHtec 
rests  with  the  Assistant  Commissioner, 
who  has  been  very  much  occupied  since 
he  had  charge  of  the  matter;  but  I 
believe  he  is  now  giving  his  attention  to 
it,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  soon  be  carried 
through. 

REGISTRY  UF  DEEDS  OFFICE, 

IRELAND. 

Mb.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.):  I  beg 

to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 

with  reference  to  the  alleged  increased 
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bnsinesB  and  insafficient  staff  In  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  Office,  Ireland,  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  letter 
of  Mr.  James  T.  -EUis,  Public  Record 
Searcher,  which  appeared  in  the  Free- 
man's  Journal,  of  8th  May  last ;  whether, 
as  therein  stated,  the  number  of  deeds 
registered  for  the  five  years,  1880  to  end 
of  1884,  was  78,900,  and  for  the  fire 
years,  1885-9,  the  number  was  81,600 ; 
whether  he  is  .aware  that  of  the  2,700 
deeds  i^stered  in  excess  of  the  number 
giTen  for  the  'previous  five  years,-  the 
greater  portion  is  made  up  of  Land  Com- 
mission Deeds,  which,  owing  to  the 
number  of  granting  parties,  involve 
greatly  increased  work  in  the  preparation 
of  index  books ;  whether  it  is  correct,  as 
stated  by  Mr.  Ellis,  that  in  the  six  index 
letters  quoted  in  his  letter  there  are  797 
pages  for  the  five  years  ending  1884, 
snd  that  this  number  increased  to  1,252 
for  the  five  years  ending  1889  ;  at  what 
date  will  the  consolidated  indexes  for  this 
jears  1880-89  be  available  for  public 
use ;  and  whether,  considering  the  com- 
plaints which  are  made  as  to  the  in- 
sufficient staff,  he  will  have  it  adequately 
increased,  or  have  the  seven  hours'  scheme 
of  attendance  applied  ? 

Ms.  JACKSON:  My  attention  had 
not  been  called  to  Mr.  Ellis's  letter  until 
this  question  was  put  on  the  Paper.  Mr. 
Ellis,  though  described  as  a  Public 
Becord  Searcher,  has,  I  believe,  no  official 
connection  witli  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 
The  duties  of  the  Registry  and  the  staff 
required  for  their  performance  formed 
the  subject  of  inquiry  by  a  thoroughly 
competent  Committee  in  1885,  and  the 
present  staff  is  considerably  in  excess  of 
the  number  which  the  Committee  recom- 
mended as  sufficient  for  the  proper  dis- 
diarge  of  all  the  work  of  the  Department. 
There  is  no  intention  to  increase  the 
nnmber  of  the  staff ;  but  I  hope  that  the 
mle  requiring  a  regular  daily  attendance 
of  seven  hours  in  the  Registry  will  be 
very  shortly  .introduced.  I  cannot  say 
when  the  consolidated  indices  for  the 
period  from  1880  to  1889  will  be  com- 
pleted ;  but  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  since 
1885,  nor  am  I  satisfied  that  the  work  of 
the  Office  is  discharged  as  promptly  as  it 
could  be.  1  am  considering  the  best 
means  of  securing  the  completion  of  these 
indices,  and  if  it  be  found  necessary  to 
affiord    some     temporary    assistance    in 


order  to  effect  this  object  at  an  early  date 
the  Treasury  will  give  the  necessary" 
sanction. 

PDBUC    WORKS    LOAN    (TRAMWAYS, 
IRELAND)    ACT. 

Mr.  SUMMERS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  the 
power  which  was  conferred  upon  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works  in  Ire- 
land by  the  «  Public  Works  Loan  (Tram- 
ways, Ireland)  Act "  of  1886,  to  make 
advances  upon  the  securify  of  their  fully* 
paid-up  shares  to  any  public  company 
which  had,  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
said  Act,  or  within  1 2  months  thereafter 
obtained  an  Order  in  Council,  has  been 
withdrawn  by  a  Treasury  Minute ;  and, 
if  so,  when  was  it  withdrawn,  and  for 
what  reason  1 

Mr.  JACKSON:  The  power  in  ques- 
tion was  given  to  meet  a  special  and 
temporary  difficulty  which  has  passed 
away,  and  the  Treasury  has  decided  that 
it  is  not  desirable  or  necessary  to  make 
further  loans  under  the  Act  quoted. 

Mb.  SUMMERS :  What  was  the  dat« 
of  the  Minute  ? 

Me.  JACKSON:  I  did  not  say  there 
was  any  Treasury  Minute. 

LIGHT    RAILWAYS. 

Mb.  DALTON  (Donegal,  W.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  TVeasary 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  granting 
the  sum  of  i£l  16,000  recommended  so 
strongly  by  the  Light  Railway  Commis- 
sioners, and  approved  of  unanimously  by 
the  Grand  Jury  of  County  Donegal  at 
the  last  Spring  Assizes,  in  favour  of  the 
Stranorlar  and  Glenties  Line  ? 

A  LORD  or  the  TREASURY  (Sir 
H.  Maxwell,  Wigton) :  It  is  not  pos- 
sible for  me  at  present  to  state  the 
result  of  the  consideration  of  the  varipus 
railway  schemes  in  Donegal. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
As  the  matter  is  of  public  interest,  and 
large  sums  of  money  have  already  been 
invested  by  contractors  in  initiating 
schemes,  will  the  Government  be  soon 
in  a  condition  to  announce  what  course 
will  be  taken  ] 

Sir  H.  maxwell  :  I  must  aslc  the 
hon.  and  learned  G«ntleman  to  put  his 
question  to  my  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury. 
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ASBUVhT   UPON   IKISH  CONSTABLES. 

Me.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.) :  I  b^  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieatenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  report  in 
the  Freeman's  Journal  of  27th  May 
last,  of  the  proceedings  of  a  trial 
before  two  Basident  Magistrates  at 
Portamna,  in  which  five  men  of  the 
district  were  charged  with  having  com* 
mitted  a  riotous  assault  on  two  con- 
stables named  O'Gtowan  and  MH^rady,  and 
two  emergency  men,  when  the  clmrges 
against  all  the  accased  were  disraisved  ; 
whether  he  has  seen  the  evidence  which 
shows  that  the  constables  and  the  emer- 
gency men  had  been  drinking  together 
from  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which 
the  alleged  ofEence  was  committed ;  that 
Constable  M'Gowan  at  the  trial  denied 
some  of  the  statements  which  he  had 
sworn  in  the  deposition  previously  made 
by  him ;  that  Constable  O'Grady  at  Mrs. 
Kelly's  yard  fired  o£E  his  rifle  loaded 
with  buckshot,  and  M'Gowan  and  he 
attacked  the  accused  with  their  rifles ; 
that  the  emergency  man  Kingsbury 
struck  the  accused  Dewin  with  a  loaded 
whip ;  and  that  Kingsbury  admitted  at 
the  trial  that  he  had  been  previously 
fined  for  drankenness,  and  also  for  firing 
ofE  a  revolver  in  the  public  road ;  and 
what  steps  he  intends  to  take  with  refer- 
ence to  the  conduct  of  the  constables 
and  the  emergency  men  on  this 
occasion  7 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  toe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Baltouk,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  It  is  the  fact  that  the  Magistrates 
dismissed  the  case,  partly  on  a  point  of 
law,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  nature 
of  the  evidence. 

THE  INCIDENCE  OF  IRISH  TAXATION. 
Me.  MARUM  (KUkenny,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  proceedings  before  Colonel 
Dunne's  Select  Committee  upon  Irish 
Taxation  (1864),  wherein  complaint  was 
niiade  in  regard  to  the  narrowness  of  the 
scope  of  the  Inquiry,  resulting  in  an 
incomplete  Report,  and  furthermore,  that 
serious  questions  of  law  arose  as  to  the 
true  construction  of  the  Union  Statute, 
1800  ;  and  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  prepared  to  frame  the 
terms  of  the  Order  of  Reference  to  the 


proposed  Select  Committee  upon  tiie 
above  subject  wide  enough  to  embrace 
the  question  of  the  competency  of  the 
high  contracting  parties,  or  at  least  one 
of  them,  to  enter  into  Articles  of  Union 
outside  its  leg^lative  function  and  in- 
volving its  own  annihilation,  withont  a 
pUbiscite  or  other  cognate  authorisation 
from  its  electorate  ;  tiie  question  of  the 
original  justness  of  the  proportions  of 
financial  contributions  therein ;  and  in- 
quiry into  the  causes  that  before  and 
since  the  Union  period  have  occasioned 
a  want  of  uniformity  in  the  incrementa- 
tion of  the  value  of  the  realty  and 
taxable  basis  of  Ireland  as  an  integral 
portion  of  the  Empire  relatively  to  the 
rast  of  the  United  Kingdom;  wiUi 
power,  if  deemed  expedient,  to  examine 
legal  experts,  and  to  suggest- ways  and 
moans  whereby  relief  may  be  afforded 
to  the  Irish  taxpayer  withont  trenching 
upon  the  British  ratepayer  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Yes,  Sir  ;  my  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  Colonel  Dunne's 
Committee.  Whatever  complaints  were 
made  with  regard  to  the  narrowness  of 
the  scope  of  that  Inquiry,  it  was  suffi- 
ciently comprehensive,  at  any  rate,  to 
employ  the  Committee  for  two  years, 
and  to  result  in  an  incomplete  Report,  as 
the  hon.  Member  points  out.  I  do  not 
propose  to  include  questions  of  bistoiy 
in  the  terms  of  the  Reference,  as  I  con- 
sider that  this  would  not  lead  to  any 
practical  result,  and  would  probably 
postpone  the  Report  to  an  indefinite 
period.  The  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  secure  a  practical  investigation 
into  the  present  incidence  of  taxation  in 
Ireland,  and  its  relation  to  the  taxation 
of  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Me.  sexton  (Belfost,  W.) :  When 
will  the  terms  of  Reference  be  placed  on 
the  Table? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  have  been  engaged 
upon  the  Reference,  and  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  place  it  on  the  Table  of  the  Honse 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  We  are 
anxious  to  obtain  the  assent  of  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  it. 

HIGHER  DIVISION  CLERKS. 
Me.  R.  power  (Waterford) :  1  b^ 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqaer 
whether  the  number  of  Higher  Division 
Clerks  is  in  certain  Departments  eon- 
siderably  in  ezoess  of  requirements  under 
the  present  classification  of  the  Service; 
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and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  all 
re-organisation  has  been  rendered  practi- 
cal! j  impossible  by  theBesolation  adopted 
«n  the  12th  of  June,  1888,  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Gk>Temnient  to  give 
the  Hoose  an  opportunity  of  again  con- 
sidering the  matter,  with  the  view  of 
«nabling  them  to  fix  establishments  on  a 
proper  scale  without  farther  delay  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHBN  :  In  June,  1888,  a 
Motion  was  moved  in  this  House  con- 
demnatory of  the  principle  upon  which 
pensions  had  been  awarded  to  public 
officers  retiring  upon  re-organisation  of 
office.  The  Government,  admitting  the 
necessity  of  care  on  such  occasions, 
asked  the  House  to  adopt  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Original  Resolution  to  the 
effect  that — 

"This  Uouse,  whiUt  of  opinion  that,  when 
the  re.organisation  nf  a  Department  becomes 
secenarr,  full  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the 
wants  of  other  Departments  with  a  view  to  the 
4X>otianed  employment  of  redundant  officers,  is 
not  prepared,  pending  the  inquiry  of  the  Koyal 
Comffliasion  upon  Civil  ttervice  Kstablishments, 
to  anticipate  its  Report  by  laying  down  any 
absolote  rule  as  to  the  provision  of  employ- 
ment for  persons  not  required  io  the  Depart- 
ment to  which  they  have  been  originally 
•ppointed." 

The  House,  however,  declined  to  accept 
this  Amendment,  and  resolved  that  the 
re-organisations  in  the  Accountant 
Oeneral's  and  Secretary's  Department 
of  the  Admiralty  had  been  injurious, 
sad  that  in  any  further  re-organisation 
officials  who  are  still  able  and  willing  to 
render  service  for  the  public  money 
shall  be  provided  with  employment  in 
other  Departments  instead  of  being  forced 
to  become  useless  burdens  on  the  country. 
It  must,  of  course,  be  understood  that 
when  the  House  of  Commons  takes 
<]nestions  of  administration  into  its  own 
hands,  and  decides  against  the  advice  of 
the  Government,  it  acts  with  the  inten- 
tion that  effect  shall  be  given  to  its 
decision.  The  Government,  in  oonse- 
<)aence,  have  been  and  are  loyally  carry- 
ing out  the  Besolucion,  and  are  insisting 
on  the  continued  employment  of  officers 
while  they  are  able  to  serve.  Further, 
tilie  Royal  Commission  on  Civil  Estab- 
lishments has  reported  that  the  provi- 
sion in  the  Superannuation  Act,  which 
permits  addition  to  be  made  to  the  pen- 
sioa  of  an  officer  on  the  abolition  of  his 
office,  has  given  rise  to  great  abuse,  and 
they  recommended  the  inunediate  repeal 


of  the  provision.  In  presence  of  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  and  the  reoom 
mendation  of  the  Commissioners,  the 
Government  do  not  consider  it  their 
duty  to  take  action  in  the  direction  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  Member. 

THE  EDINBURGH  ARTILLERY 
MILITIA. 

Mr.  lees  (Oldham):  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  is  aware  that  many  of  the  men 
of  the  Edinburgh  Artillery  Militia 
now  under  canvas  at  Barry  Lmks,  For- 
farshire, are  unprovided  with  great 
coats ;  whether  many  of  them  are  also 
unprovided  with  straw  for  bedding,  but 
are  only  allowed  two  blankets  apiece ; 
whether  these  men  have  suffered  con- 
siderably from  the  coldness  of  the 
nights;  and  whether  he  will  instruct 
the  proper  authorities  to  supply  them 
with  great  coats  and  bedding,  or  addi- 
tional blankets  1 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Beodmck, 
Surrey,  Guildford)  :  The  General  Officer 
commanding  reports  that  20  great  coats 
were  deficient.  A  demand  for  these 
was  received  at  the  Army  Clothing 
Dapdt  on  the  9th,  and  they  were  sent 
on  the  following  day.  The  tents  were 
for  four  nights  unsnpplied  with  straw, 
through  some  mistake,  although  the 
straw  was  at  hand ;  but  the  men  have 
had  their  regulation  supply  of  blankets 
and  waterproof  sheets,  and  no  complaints 
were  made  to  the  General  commanding. 

AN  ENGLISHMAN  KILLED  BY  AN 

ITALIAN  SENTRY. 
Mb.  COGHILL  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Undersecretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  it 
is  true  that  an  Englishman  has  been 
fired  upon  and  killed  by  an  Italian  sentry 
at  Genoa ;  what  were  the  circnmstanoes 
which  led  tohisbeingfired  upon;  and  what 
steps  Her  Majesty's  Government  propose 
to  take  in  the  matter  ? 

•The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  roB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir 
J.  Febousson,  Manchester,  N.E.):  A 
Report  has  been  made  by  Her  Majesty's 
Consul  that  a  fireman  belonging  to  a 
British  steamer  lying  in  the  port  had 
been  shot  dead  by  a  sentry  posted  on  one 
of  the  batteries.  The  Cons  n  I  has  been 
informed  by  the  General  in  Commamd 
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that  the  seutry  asserted  that  he  had 
repeatedly  challenged  the  man,  who  coii- 
tinned  to  advance  upon  his  post,  and 
was  shot  at  a  distance  of  a  few  paces 
from  him.  The  man  had  got  ont  of  his 
direct  way  back  to  his  ship,  and  his  con- 
duct cannot  be  explained.  The  matter 
has  been  referred  to  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador,  whose  Report  we  are 
awaiting. 

SEA  FI8HEBIES  OF  SCOTLAND. 
Mb.  MUNEO  FERGUSON  (Leith, 
Ac.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether  he  can  yet  inform  the  House 
when  the  Bill  in  relation  to  the  Sea 
Fisheries  in  Scotland  will  be  introduced, 
or  whether  it  will  be  printed  this  Session ; 
and  when  the  Report  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Commissioners  for  Scotland  will 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  ? 

•Me.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON :  The  Bill 
will  be  introduced  very  shortly  in  another 
place,  and  the  Report  referred  to  will,  I 
believe,  be  circulated  in  a  few  days. 

SCOTCH  PARISH  BOUNDARIES. 

Mr.  W.  p.  SINCLAIR  (Falkirk,  &c.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  it  is 
within  the  powers  of  the  Boundary  Com- 
missioners appointed  under  "The  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1889," 
when  inquiring  into  the  circumstances 
of  parishes  which  have  no  detached  parts, 
to  detach  a  portion  of  the  parish  for  the 
purpose  of  adding  it  to  another  parish, 
or  whether  the  reference  to  the  altera- 
tion of  boundaries  in  Section  49  of  this 
Act  refers  only  to  such  parishes  as 
have  detached  parts  ? 

Mr.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON :  I  would 
rather  not  make  abstract  statements  on  a 
subject  on  which  the  Boundaries  Com- 
missioners are  at  present  dealing  with 
individual  cases.  1  may  say,  however, 
that  where  a  parish  which  has  no  de- 
tached parts  is  situated  in  more  than 
one  county  the  Boundary  Commissioners 
are  empowered  to  detach  a  portion  of  it 
and  add  it  to  another  parish,  so  as  to 
secure  that  a  parish  shall  not  be  in  more 
than  one  county. 

-HARBOURS  OF  REFUGE  ON  THE 

WELSH  COAST. 

Mr.  T.    ELIilS:    I   beg  to  ask  the 

President    of     the    Board    of    Trade 

whether,    having    regard    to    the   fact 

that    between    Holyhead    and    Milford 

Sir  J.  Fergusson 


Haven  there  is  no  port  or  harbour  of 
refuge  into  which  a  boat  drawing  eight 
feet  six  inches  of  water  can  run  at  all 
states  of  the  tide;  that  the  absence  of 
such    harbour  accommodation  seriouBly 
cripples  the  success  of  fishing  and  tnwU 
ing  on  that  coast,  and  occasions  serionS' 
loss  of  life  every  year,  he  will  appoint  a 
Departmental  Committee  to  visit  Fish- 
guard,  Aberystwith,    Aberdovey,    Bar- 
mouth, St.  Tndwell's  and  other  places, 
to  inquire  what  steps  could  and  should 
be  taken  for  the  further  protection  of  the 
lives   and    industry   of    fishermen    and 
traders  along  the  Welsh  coast ! 
•Sir     M.      HICKS     BEACH:     The 
hon.  Memlier's  question  appears  to  have 
reference  chiefly  to  fishing  harbours,  and 
I  would  refer  him  to  the  terms  of  the 
Treasury  Minute    of    the    4th  of  May, 
1887,  which  has  been  communicated  to 
the  House.     If  the  Local   &.nthoritiefi  of 
the  districts  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  could  unite  in  promoting  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbour  at  any  particular 
plaC3,  their  object  might  be  attained  by 
their  making  an  application  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Treasury  Minute  to 
which  I  have  referred;    but  -I  cannot 
appoint  a  Departmental   Committee  for 
the    purpose    su^ested    by    the    hon. 
Member,  as  I  think  this  would  hold  ont 
hopes  which  could  not  be  realised. 

HOSPITAL  DUES  AT  SMYRNA. 
Colonel  HILL  (Bristol,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  now  able 
to  state  what  arrangements  have  been 
decided  upon  with  respect  to  the  collec- 
tion of  hospital  dues  at  the  ports  of  Con- 
stantinople and  Smyrna  ? 

*SiB  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  final  ar- 
rangements have  not  yet  been  decided 
on.     They  are  stiU  under  consideration. 

INJURY  'JO  CONSTABLES  AT 
TIPPERARY. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)-:  I  b^  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in  the 
case  of  the  two  constables  injured  in 
Tipperary,  the  injuries  wereinflicted be- 
fore 1st  July,  1889,  and  the  presentments 
made  by  the  Grand  Jury  on  the  16th 
July,  1889 ;  and  whether  these  dates 
were  previous  to  the  inauguration  of  the 
combination  on  the  Smith- Bany  estkle! 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  appears  that 
the  two  constables  referred  to  as  having 
obtained  compensation  received  it  in 
respect  of  injuries  inflicted  in  March, 
1889.  I  was,  therefore,  iu  error  in  the 
statement  I  made  on  Monday  about  these 
two  men.  I  am  informed  that  two 
other  policemen,  named  Curran  and 
Keating,  were  injured  subsequent  to 
the  inauguration  of  the  conspiracy  on 
the  Smith-Barry  estate.  I  have  inquired 
into  the  character  of  their  injuries,  but 
have  not  had  time  to  receive  a  reply. 
Perhaps  the  Hon.  Member  mil  ask  a 
question  later. 

Mk.  DILLON  :  Has  any  policeman  got 
compensation  for  injuries  since  the 
beginning  of  the  combination  on  the 
Smth-Barry  estate  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  rather  think 
not,  Sir. 

CHARGE  AOATNSr  A  TIPPERARY 

CONSTABLE. 
Me.  p.  J.  O'BRIKN  (Monaghan,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  tiie  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Mr. 
John  Maher,  of  Lorrha,  County  Tipperary, 
has  reported  to  the  Inspector  General  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  that  Ser- 
geant Lord,  of  the  Lorrha  Constabulary 
Station,  had  refused  to  pay  him  an 
amount  due  to  him,  and  had  forged  a 
receipt  for  the  same,  and  had  sent  in  the 
forged  receipt  to  his  superior  officer  as  a 
voucher  that  he  had  paid  the  money  ; 
whether  Mr.  Maher  Ims  also  reported 
the  case  to  the  local  District  Inspector ; 
and  what  action  has  been  taken  (or  will 
be  taken)  in  reference  to  this  charge  of 
forgery  and  fraud  made  against  this 
police  sergeant  7 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Con- 
stehnlary  Authorities  report  that  the 
man  referred  to  has  put  forward  a  claim 
for  some  shillings  for  car-hire  alleged  by 
him  to  be  due  since  1888.  The  local 
ofiSoer  has  inquired  into  the  case,  but 
cannot  find  that  thera  is  any  ground  for 
the  claim. 

Me.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  Is  it  in- 
tended  to  proceed  against  this  man  for 
forgery  and  fraud? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  there  is  a 
hand  fide  charge,  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  taking  proceedings. 

Me.  sexton  :  I  shall  ask  a  further 
question  on  this  subject. 


LIMERICK  HARBOUR  ENGINEER. 

Me.  O'KBEFFE  (Limerick  City):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
if  he  has  read  the  report  of,  the  election 
of  harbour  engineer  for  the  Port  of 
Limerick,  held  on  Monday  last,  and  if  it 
is  legal  that  representatives  publicly 
elected  by  a  constituency  consisting  of 
importers  and  exporters,  and  by  delegates 
from  the  Limerick  Corporation,  in 
accordance  with  an  Act  of  Parliament^ 
could  legally  proceed  to  such  election  by 
ballot ;  and  whether  Sir  James  Spaight, 
who  assumed  to  preside  at  such  meeting, 
as  President  of  the  Limerick  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  was  entitled  to  give  two 
votes  on  such  election  1 

The  attorney  GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Univer- 
sity) :  The  subject  of  this  question  is  one 
upon  which  I  have  no  official  information ; 
but  even  if  I  had  the  means  of  obtaining 
such  information,  I  must  point  out 
that  the  question  is  one  upon  which  I 
ought  not  to  give  an  opinion,  relating  a& 
it  does  to  the  legality  of  an  election 
which  will,  1  presume,  if  disputed,  be 
tested  in  the  usual  way. 

BREWERS  OWNING  PUBLIC  HOUSES. 
Me.  summers  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  the  local  valuation  lista 
and  rate  books  give  the  names  of  the 
owners  as  well  as  of  the  occupiers  of 
all  rateable  hereditaments;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  cause  a  Return  to  be 
prepared  of  the  number  of  public  houses, 
owned  by  brewers  in  each  city,  municipal 
borough,  and  Petty  Sessional  Division, 
respectively,  in  England  and  Wales,  in 
each  of  the  years  from  1880  to  1890 1 

•Me.  RITCHIE  :  The  valuation  lists- 
usually  give  the  .names  of  the  occupiers 
and  owners  of  the  rateable  heredita- 
ments in  a  parish  at  the  time  when 
the  lists  are  made  up,  but  they  are 
not  corrected  as  regards  these  particulars 
when  changes  occur,  and  they  do  not 
distinguish  the  owners  who  are  brewers. 
They  would  not  be  available  for  such  a 
Return  as  is  suggested.  With  respect 
to  the  rate  books,  the  names  of  the 
owners  at  the  time  of  making  the  rate 
should  be  entered  in  the  rate  book ;  but 
it  too  often  'happens  that  the  parochial 
officers  are  not  very  careful  to  obtain 
accurate  information  as  to  the  owners  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


715 


The  Land 


{COMMONS} 


Purdhaae  Bill. 


716 


4ihe  hereditaments  when  the  rates  are 
ooUeoted  from  the  oocapiers.  As  in  the 
case  of  the  ▼alnatioa  lists,  the  rate  books 
do  not  distinguish  the  cases  where  the 
owners  are  brewers.  To  obtain  a  Return 
from  the  rate  books  merelj  of  the  pablic 
houses  in  England  and  Wales,  it  wotdd 
be  necessary  to  apply  to  the  overseers  of 
all  the  parishes  in  the  country,  which 
number  nearly  15,000.  The  overseers 
are  unpaid  officers,  and  in  a  large  number 
of  cases  they  hare  no  paid  assistants. 
It  is  quite  certain  that  a  Return  of  this 
character  could  not  be  obtained  unless 
payment  were  made  for  its  preparation  ; 
and  even  if  payment  were  made,  many 
months  would  elapse  before  it  could  be 
completed,  and,  when  completed,  its 
accuracy  could  not  be  relied  upon. 

CORK  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

Dr.  .  TANNER  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary ,  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  Governors  of  the  Cork  Lunatic 
Asylum  are  said  to  have  shelved  the 
Report  of  Messrs.  Plunkett,  O'Farrell, 
and  T.  J.  M.  Gourtenay,  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums ;  whether  the  Board 
of  Grovernors  ref  osed  to  give  the  Report 
to  the  Press  until  "they  had  con- 
sidered ; "  whether  it  is  true  the  Report 
suggested  many  reforms,  and  made 
serious  complaints  as  to  the  want  of 
personal  cleanliness  allowed  to  exist  with 
regard  to  some  of  iis  inmates,  and  also 
as  to  the  sanitary  arrangements  in  certain 
parts  of  the  house ;  and  whether  the 
Inspectors  stated  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  Board  had  not  properly  attended  to 
the  wants  of  the  patients ;  and  what  is 
the  number  of  patients  at  present  in  the 
asylum  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Inquiries  are 
being  made,  and  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Oentleman  to  put  the  question  down 
again. 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  will  put  it  down  to- 
morrow. 

DELAOOA  BAY  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MURDOCH  (Reading)  :  I  beg  to 

ask  the    Under  Secretary  of  State   for 

Foreign  AfEairs   whether  any  proposal 

has  been  received  from  the  Portuguese 

Government,  ofiering   to  submit  to  the 

'  arbitration  of  certain  European  nations 

Mr.  Ritchie 


the  question  of  the  Delagoa  Bay  Bail- 
way  Company  ? 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :  A  joint  pro- 
posal of  that  character  has  been  made 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States, 
America  to  the  Government  of  Portugal, 
who  have  accepted  it  in  principle. 

THE  POLICE  AND   PUBLIC  MEETING. 

Db.  TANNER :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  District  Inspector  Con- 
cannon  on  Thursday,  the  5th  June, 
endeavoured  to  introduce  a  police  re- 
porter into  a  meeting  held  in  the  Com 
Exchange,  Cork,  convened  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
atestimonialtoamemberof  the  CorkTown 
Council ;  what  reasons  are  given  by  the 
police  for  endeavouring  to  intrude  on 
such  a  gathering ;  and  whether  any  re- 
monstrance will  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Con- 
cannon  for  exceeding  his  duty  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Constabu- 
lary Authorities  report  that  the  District 
Inspector  asked  the  Mayor  if  a  reporter 
would  be  admitted,  and  on  the  Mayor 
replying  No,  nothing  further  occurred. 
The  meeting  was  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  starting  a  testimonial  to  a 
person  undergoing  imprisonment  in  con- 
nection with  boycotting. 

Db.  TANNER :  Am  I  to  understand 
tlie  right  hon.  G^entleman,  because  a 
person  -is  in  prison  and  bis  friends  out- 
side get  up  a  testimonial,  this  detestable 
practice  of  shadowing  these  people  is  to 
be  persisted  in  ?  Has  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  learned  better  t 
•Mb.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order ! 

THE  LAND  PURCHASE  BILL. 

Mb.  M-CARTAN  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  lird 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  resolution 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Newtown- 
ards  Farmers'  Association,  at  a  meeting 
held  on  the  26th  May  last ;  and  whether 
he  intends  to  make  provision  in  his  Land 
Purchase  Bill  in  the  direction  pointed 
out  in  this  resolution  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asked  me  this  question  the 
other  day.  I  then  stated  that  the  resolu- 
tion had  not  been  brought  to  my  notice, 
and  I  have  not  yet  seen  it.  If  the  h(m. 
Gentleman  will  be  good  enough  to  for- 
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ward  me  a  copy  of  it  I  shall  be  very 
glad. 

Mb.  M'CARTAN:  I  may  say  I  did 
forward  a  copy. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  regret  I  have 
not  received  it. 

OVEETIME  AT  CENTRAL  TELEGRAPH 
OFFICE. 
Mb.  M-CAETAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  'whether  he  will  state 
the  number  of  hoturs  overtime  performed 
by  telegraph  operatives  in  the  Central 
Telegraph  Office  daring  the  week  ending 
7th  Jnne  instant ;  also,  how  many  hoars 
overtime  performed  at  the  same  office 
daring  the  first  week  of  Jane,  1889; 
whether  clerks  there  have  been 
threatened  with  penal  consequences  for 
refusing  to  work  overtime  from.  12  noon, 
althoogh  their  duties  were  from  5  p.m. 
to  2  a.m. ;  whether,  notwithstanding  that 
every  available  officer  was  presseid  on 
overtime  daty,tel^rrams  are  often  delayed 
for  nearly  an  hour  owing  to.  the  insuffi- 
cient sta^;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  this  delay,  and  to  the  exceptional 
strain  which  long  hours  eutails  on  the 
clerks,  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  increasing  the  staff  at  the  Central 
Telegraph  Office  ? 

*Thb  postmaster  general  (Mr. 
RiiKBS,  Cambridge  University):  The 
nnmber  of  hours  overtime  performed  in 
the  Central  Telegraph  Office  daring  the 
week  ended  the  7th  instant  was  10,260, 
and  daring  the  corresponding  week  of 
last  year  10,037.  The  work  in  this  week 
is  exceptionally  heavy,  and  the  amount 
of  overtime  is,  therefore,  correspondingly 
high.  It  is  spread  over  a  force  of  about 
2,400  persons.  Li  one  or  two  instances 
telegraphists  who  have  demurred  to 
render  assistance  in  times  of  extreme 
pressure  have  been  informed  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  removing  them  from  the  duty 
extending  from  5  p.m.  to  2  a.m.  to  make 
way  for  those  upon  whose  help  the 
Department  might  rely,  and  it  is,  per- 
haps, to  this  that  the  hon.  Member  refers 
as  being  a  threat  of  penal  consequences. 

I  may  mention  that  the  duty  in  question 

is  only  performed  five  days  a  week.  It 
is  not  the  fact  that  telegrams  are  often 
delayed  to  the  extent  mentioned  by  the 

hon.  Member.  Some  dday  has,  however, 
oocarred  on  a  few  of  the  circuits,  owing 

to  the  extreme  pressure,  and,  in  view  <^ 


the  amount  of  overtime  performed,  it  has 
been  in  contemplation  to  make  an  early 
application  for  authoriiy  to  increase  the 
staff. 

THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  POST 
OFFICE. 
Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master General  whether  he  will  state 
the  full  particulars  about  the  punishment 
of  postmen  in  London  for  attending  the 
meeting  of  their  trade  on  Clerkenwell 
Green,  16th  May ;  how  many  were 
punished ;  how  many  were  fined  ;  how 
many  deprived  of  their  stripes ;  if  he 
will  state  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Department  to  dismiss  the  men  who 
refuse  to  give  a  written  declaration  that 
they  will  not  attend  Union  meetings  in 
futare ;  and  if  he  will  state  definitely 
whether  or  no  postmen  are  allowed  to 
form  a  Union  ? 

•Mr.  RAIKES:  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member  I  have  to  state  that  certain 
postmen'  having,  in  defiance  not  only  of 
the  established  regulations,  but  of  a 
special  warning  which  hsid  been  addressed 
to  them  only  a  few  days  before,  thought 
fit  to  attend  a  meeting  on  Clerkenwell 
Green,  which  did  not  comply  with  the 
Rules  of  the  Service,  I  felt  constrained  to 
vindicate  the  authority  of  the  Depart- 
ment. Altogether  31  men .  have  been 
punished  by  fine,  and  of  this  number 
eight  have  been  deprived  of  their  good 
conduct  stripes.  Obviously  a  distinction 
which,  as  its  name  implies,  is  given  for 
good  conduct,  cannot  continue  to  be 
worn  by  those  who  defy  regulations. 
As  regards  those  of  the  31  who  are 
under  suspension,  the  intention  of  the 
Department  is  to  restore  them  to  duty 
as  soon  as  they  give  satisfactory 
assa  ranees  for  their  good  behaviour. 
Their  restoration,  therefore,  as  the  hon. 
Member  will  see,  is  in  their  own  hands. 
Postmen  are  at  liberty  to  form  associa- 
tions for  their  mutual  benefit,  or  for  the 
discnssion  of  matters  in  which  they  have 
a  common  interest,  so  long  as  they  do 
not  transgress  regulations  or  organise 
resistance  to  the  authority  of  their 
superior  officers. 

Me.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  W.)  :  Are 
punishments  of  this  kind-  imposed  in 
other  branches  of  the  Civil  Service  for 
similar  offences  7 
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•Mr  RAIKES:    I   have  not  inquired  SPDRIODS  COINS, 

into  that. 

Mr.  CONYBBARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne '  :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
explain  in  what  respect  the  meeting  on 
Clerkenwell  Green  did  not  comply  with 
the  Rules  of  the  Service  t 

*Mr.  RAIKliS :  I  think  that  the  House 
is  aware  that  under  the  rules  as  to  the 
holding  of  meetings,  men  who  propose 
to  attend  them  are  requested  to  g^ve 
notice  of  their  intention  to  hold  such 
meetings ;  that  such  meetings  should 
and  are  to  be,  confined  to  persons  in  the 
Postal  Service ;  and  that,  if  it  is  thought 
necessary,  the  authorities  should  be  able 
to  have  their  official  shorthand  writer 
present 

Me.  CONYBEARB:  As  this  was  an 
open-air  meeting  on  Clerkenwell  Green, 
1  should  like  to  ask  whether  the  regula- 
tions will  not  absolutely  preclude  all 
postmen  from  attending  an  open-air 
meeting,  and  whether  that  is  a  fair 
construction  of  the  rules  f 

•Me.  RAIKES  :  No,  that  is  not  a  feir 
construction  of  the  rules ;  but  it  would 
be  quite  competent  for  the  postmen  to 
hold  an  open-air  meeting  if  they  complied 
with  the  rules — i.e.,  if  they  gave  notice 
of  their  intention  to  hold  the  meeting  ; 
if  they  gave  satisfactory  assurance  that 
the  meeting  would  be  confined  to  persons 
in  the  Postal  Service,  and  if  the  short- 
hand writer  was  present. 

Mb.  CONYBBARE :  Did  the  postmen 
on  this  oocasiou  raise  any  diSBculty  or 
suggest  any  refusal  to  have  an  official 
reporter  as  a  representative  of  the 
Postmaster-Gteneral  at  this  meeting  ? 

•Me.  WINTERBOTHAM  (Gloucester, 
Cirencester) :  In  oi-der  to  make  this 
matter  clear  to  the  country  will  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  state  whether  this 
meeting,  for  attending  which  these  men 
have  been  suspended  and  punished,  was 
held  out  of  their  working  hours  ? 

•Me.  RAIKaSS  :  In  answer  to  the  last 
question  I  presume,  at  all  events,  that 
the  meeting  took  pkce  out  of  the  work- 
ing hours  of  such  postmen  as  attended, 
but  not,  of  course,  out  of  the  regular 
working  hours  of  the  whole  Service. 
With  regard  to  the  first  question,  the 
men  had  not  given  the  Department  the 
opportunity  of  considering  whether  the 
presence  of  a  shorthand  writer  would  b« 
required,  because  they  gave  no  notice  of 
their  intention  to  hold  a  meeting. 
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Ms.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone,  E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  extensive 
circulation  of  spurious  florins  and  shil- 
lings now  going  on  in  this  country ;  and 
whether  any  steps  can  be  taken  to 
prevent  such  circulation  ! 

Me.  GOSCHEN  :  I  am  informed  that 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  there 
is  any  considerable  circulation  of  spurious 
florins  and  shillings. 

Me.  BOULNOIS:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  there  is  consider- 
able uneasiness  in  the  mind  of  the  public, 
especially  among  the  working  classes,  on 
the  subject  of  certain  jubilee  coins  now 
circulated,  and  will  he  make  some  state- 
ment to  allay  that  uneasiness  } 

Me.  GOSCHEN :  I  thought  that  the 
statement  which  I  have  just  made  would 
do  80.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  there  is  any  serious  circulation  of 
anv  spurious  jubilee  coins. 
•Mb.  KELLY  (Camberwell,  N.) :  Is  it, 
or  is  it  not,  the  fact  that  many  poor 
paople  believe  that  numbers  of  these 
coins  have  been  imported  from  Germany  \ 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  I  am  not  aware  that 
jubilee  shillings  have  been  imported  from 
Germany.  I  will  ask  the  hon.  Member 
to  put  down  the  question. 

ALLEGED  SLAUGHTER  OF  CHRISTIAN 
REFUGEES. 
Me.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  AiEairs  whether  he  is  now  in  the 
position  to  give  the  House  any  informa- 
tion regarding  the  reported  slaughter  by 
Amauts,  with  the  connivance  of  the 
Turkish  Authorities,  of  a  number  of 
Christian  refugees  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Koesova,  in  North  West  Macedonia, 
as  they  were  endeavouring  to  make  their 
way  to  Servia  J 

•SiB  J.  FERQUSSON :  No  information 
has  been  received  at  the  Foreign  Office 
on  the  subject. 

Me.  BRyCE:  Will  the  right,  hon. 
Gentleman  inquire !  This  is  a  very 
serious  matter,  for  it  is  reported  in  the 
Continental  papers  that  more  than  80 
persons  were  killed. 

•Sra  J.  llTBRGUSSON :  As  I  have  pre- 
viously explained,  it  is  impossible  for 
Her  Majesty's  Representatives  to  report 
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instantoneoTisty  on  reports  seut  by  tele- 
graph to  English  newspapers.  It  is 
their  duty  to  inquire  into  the  accuracy 
of  rumours  before  they  report  on  them, 
as  I  am  sure  they  will  do  in  good  time. 

POSTAGE  TO  AUSTRALIA. 
Sm  G.  BADEN  POWELL  (Liver- 
pool, Kirkdale)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Poet- 
master  General  whether  the  Australian 
Governments  have  yet  decided  to  adopt 
the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  postage  to 
the  United  Kingdom  to  2^d. ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  they  have  attached  any 
conditions  to  such  decision  1 
.  *Mr.  RAIKES  :  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  informing  my  hon.  Friend  and  the 
House  that,  according  to  a  telegram 
received  on  the  29th  of  May,  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Australian  colonies,  as  repre- 
sented in  a  Postal  Conference  at 
Adekude,  have  announced  their  intention 
to  adopt  the  reduced  postage  of  2^d.  for 
letters  to  this  conntiy.  They  have,  at 
the  same  time,  made  certain  other  pro- 
posals ;  bat  the  telegram  does  not  make 
it  clear  that  their  acceptance  of  the  2^. 
rate  is  conditional  on  the  adoption  of 
^ese  proposals,  which  are  at  present 
under  discussion. 

THE  CABLE  COMPANIES  AND  GOVERN- 
MENT    MESSAGES. 

Sm  GEORGE  BADEN-POWELL:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  Gttneral 
whether  the  Australian  Gk)vemmentB 
have  made  any  suggestions  to  the  Im- 
perial Government  as  to  taking  part 
with  them  in  any  guarantee  to  Gable 
Companies  against  losses  that  may  ensue 
on  the  proposed  reduction  of  cable  rates 
from  98.  6d.  to  4s.  for  public  messages ; 
and,  if  so^  whether  the  Government  has 
decided  to  comply  with  their  sug^stions, 
or  to  take  any  steps  towards  promoting 
this  proposal  ? 

Mb.  JAOEBON  :  It  is  a  &ct  that  the 
principal  Australian  Governments  have 
made  a  proposal  that  the  Imperial  Ck>- 
vemment  should  join  them  in  payment 
of  the  subsidy  now  and  for  some  time 
past  paid  by  them  to  the  company 
owning  the  Australian  cables,  and  should 
also  join  in  guaranteeing  the  company 
against  half  the  loss  which  might  accrue 
from  the  reduction  of  the  cable  rates 
to  the  figure  mentioned.  But,  after  very 
careful  consideration,  the  Government  has 
not  been  able  to  accede  to  the  proposal. 


THE  EDUCATION  CODE. 


Me.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  if  he  will  lay  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House,  and  cause  to  be 
printed,  a  Paper  showing  the  grounds  on 
which  he  arrives  at  the  eiitimate  of 
XIOO.OOO  as  the  probable  additional 
annual  expenditure  involved  by  the 
educational  changes  of  this  year,  showing 
in  detail  the  proportions  of  the  excess 
due  to  the  New  Code,  and  to  the  Code 
Bill  respectively? 
•SiE  W.  HART  DYKE:  I  have  no 
objection,  upon  general  grounds,  to  take 
the  course  suggested  in  my  hon.  Friend's 
question ;  but  it  must  be  understood 
that  the  figures  will  be  an  estimate  only, 
and  will  merely  show  what  we  expect 
to  be  the  immediate  increase  upon  the 
present  Vote. 

SPHERES  OF  INFLUENCE  IN  AFRICA. 
Me.  a.  E.  PEASE  (York):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  there  is  any 
substantial  truth  in  the  statement  which 
appeared  in  the  St.  James's  Gazette,  of 
yesterday  (11th  June),  purporting  to 
give  in  detail  the  lines  upon  which  a 
settlement  either  had  been  or  was  about 
to  be  arrived  at  between  England  and 
Germany  respecting  their  spheres  of  in- 
fluence in  Africa  P 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :  No  statement 
can  be  made  npon  the  point  at  present. 

Mb.  E.  W.  BECKETT  (York,  N.R., 
Whitby) :  I  should  like  to  abk  whether  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  adhere  to 
Lord  Salisbury's  declaration  in  the  City 
that  it  is  very  undesirable  to  come  to  any 
agreement  which  we  have  not  ascertained 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  trading  com- 
panies, missionaries,  and  others,  who  have 
advanced  this  great  work ;  and  whether 
the  Government  are  still  of  opinion  that 
this  matter  is  one  upon  which  the  pub- 
lic opinion  of  England  and  Parliament 
ought  to  be  consulted  ? 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON  :  I  am  sure  that 
the  Prime  Minister  will  adhere  to  any 
statement  which  he  has  publicly  made. 
Further  than  that  I  cannot  go. 

THE  STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 

Mb.  a.  SUTHERLANE(Sutherland) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
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the  Colonies  whether  itwill  be  convenient 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  Honse  at  an 
early  date  the  Papers  and  Correspondence 
in  reference  to  the  additional  military 
contribution  proposed  to  be  levied  on 
the  Straits  Settlements  ? 

Bason  H.  de  WORMS :  This  matter  is 
still  the  subject  of  correspondence,  and 
as  soon  as  this  is  completed,  Papers  will 
be  laid. 

CONTEMPT  OF  COURT. 

Ms.  LEES  (Oldham) :  I  beg  to  aak 
the  Attorney  General  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Harrison,  of  Hollinwood,  Old- 
ham, who  is  now  lying  in  Strangeways 
Prison,  Manchester,  for  Contempt  of 
Court ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr. 
Harrison  has  never  conimitted  any  offence 
except  in  connection  with  the  publication 
of  a  pamphlet  entitled  The  Ooai  Trade 
and  Railway  Rates,  reflecting  upon  the 
action  of  a  Railway  Company  and  certain 
colliery  proprietors;  whether  the  order 
for  a  writ  of  attachment  against 
Mr.  Harrison  was  made  in  Chambers 
instead  of  in  open  Court,  and  whether  it 
is  the  law  that  a  man  may  be  committed 
for  contempt  otherwise  than  by  an  order 
made  in  open  Court;  whether  Mr. 
Harrison  is  now  detained  in  prison  for  a 
contempt  for  which  he  has  already 
humbly  apologised  to  the  Court ;  and 
whether  this  is  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  practice  P 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir  R. 
Websteb,  Isle  of  Wight)  :  In  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member,  my  atten- 
tion had  not  been  called  to  the  case  to 
which  he  refers;  but  I  am  informed 
that  Mr.  Harrison  was  restrained  by 
injunction  from  publishing  certain  letters 
received  by  him  from  a  Railway  Company, 
and  that  with  full  knowledge  of  that 
injunction  he  proceeded  to  widely  cir- 
culate a  pamphlet  containing  the  letters 
in  question.  An  application  to  commit 
Mr.  Harrison  for  contempt  of  Court  was 
thereupon  made  to  the  Judge  in  Cham- 
bers. Mr.  Harrison  was  represented  by 
counsel,  who,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  never 
objected  to  the  hearing  of  the  application 
in  Chambers,  which  was  in  accordance 
with  the  law  and  the  usual  practice. 
Upon  that  occiision  Mr.  Harrison  ad- 
mitted his  offence,  and  tendered  a  humble 
apology,  upon  which  the  learned  Judge 
nutde  an  order  that  no  attachment  should 
Mr.  A.  Sutherland 


issue  against  him  provided  he  paid  the 
costs  of  the  application  as  between 
solicitor  a^d  client.  Mr.  EEarrison,  how- 
ever, failed  to  pay  such  costs,  and  was 
committed  to  prison  accordingly. 

"  TIED  HOUSES." 
Mb.  SUMMERS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
AttoTtaey  General  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the 
number  of  "tied  houses  "  in  this  country 
is  constantly  increasing ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  leases  of  such  "tied 
houses  "  contain  a  clause  providing  that 
the  lessee  shall 

"  baTe  and  purobase  of  and  from  the  le»oit 
and  of  and  from  no  otber  person  or  peraonsi 
all  the  beer,  ale,  table  beer,  and  cider;  ' 

and  whether  there  is  anything  ill^al  in 
such  a  clause,  as  being  in  restraint  of 
trade ;  and,  if  not,  whether  there  is  an 
implied  contract  that  the  "beer,  ale, 
table  beer,"  <fec.,  shall  be  of  good  quality, 
and  shall  be  supplied  at  a  reasonable 
price? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir  B. 
Webster,  Isle  of  Wight)  :  I  am  not  aware 
thatthe  number  of  "  tied  houses"  is  in- 
creasing, as  suggested  in  the  question  of 
the  hon.  Member.  There  is,  in  my  opinion, 
nothing  illegal  in  such  a  clause  as  that 
referred  to  in  the  second  paragraph  of 
the  question.  A  condition  that  the  beer 
and  ale  and  table  beer  should  be  of  good 
quality  would,  in  the  absence  of  express 
stipulation,  be  implied,  but  the  price 
must  depend  upon  the  special  bargain  in 
each  case. 

"  MITCHELL  V.  REGINA." 
Mr.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasniy 
if  it  is  true  that  in  1886-7  a  large  sum 
of  money  voted  by  Parliament  under 
Vote  19,  for  pensions  and  oompensadoDS 
to  retired  officers,  was  returned  to  the 
Treasury,  as  an  unexpended  balance,  by 
the  War  Office ;  and  whether  he  is  pre- 
pared, as  an  act  of  grace  and  under  the 
special  circumstances  under  which  the 
trial  of  "Mitchell  v.  R^na"  took  place, 
to  grant  as  an  act  of  grace  to  the  sup- 
pliant, in  consideration  of  his  services  of 
over  31  years  in  the  corps  of  Royal 
Engineers,  and  the  services  of  his  father, 
the  late  John  Wray  Mitchell,  Boyri 
Artillery,  for  a  longer  period,  some  grant 
of  money  as  an  equivalent  for  loss 
sustained  by  early  retirement  from  the 
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Army,  in  conflequence  of  the  operation  of 
new  and  enforced  mles  of  retirement 
which  did  not  govern  the  Army  when 
lie  entered  itt 

«Thb  first  lord  ok  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Strand,  West- 
minster) :  The  surplus  of  Vote  19  for 
1886-7  waJ9  surrendered  to  the  Exche- 
quer according  to  law,  and  is  no  longer 
at  the  disposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Govem- 
ment.  I  am  informed  that  it  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  War  OflSoe  to  ask  for 
any  further  compensation  for  Colonel 
Mitchell 

Mb.  C.  GRAHAM:  May  I  ask 
whether,  if  the  suppliant  in  "Mitchell 
V.  Regina"  is  made  to  pay  the  taxed 
costs  of  the  Grown  on  the  action  under 
petition  of  right,  Messrs.  Hare  and  Co., 
the  agents  to  the  Solicitor  to  the  Trea- 
sury, Would  only  get  one-half  the 
allowed  fees,  and  the  other  half  go  into 
the  Exchequer  receipts  of  the  Grown; 
and  whether  this  arrangement  is  in  con- 
ttaTsntionof  paragraph  32  of  the  Solicitors 
Act,  1843, 

•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  The  suppliant 
has  heen  relieved  from  paying  the  oosta 
of  the  Crown  in  this  case.  The  arrange- 
ment with  Messrs.  Hare  is  an  old  one, 
which  has  worked  well,  and  the  legal 
point  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  is  not 
one  with  which  I  am  competent  to  deaL 

SIR  LINTORN  SIMMONDS'  MISSION. 
Me.  SUMMERS:    I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  His 
Holiness  the  Pope  has  declared — 

"That  marriagea  celebrated  in  Ualta  by  all 
thonwhoprofeaa  the  Catholic  religion,  whether 
Iwtli  oontracting  pwtiea  be  Catholics,  or 
whether  one  of  them  be  a  Catholic  and  the 
other  a  non-Catholic,  are  not,  tad  ahall  not 
be,  TCHd  if  thej  are  not  celebrated  according 
to  the  form  eatablished  by  the  Council  of 
Tt«t;" 

whether,  on  18th  January,  1890,  Sir 
Lintom  Simmonds  informed  Cardinal 
Rampdla  that  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Goremment  would  cause  a  Project  of 
I«w  to  be  introduced  in  the  Council  of 
Government  in  Malta  in  accordance  with 
this  declaration  ;  whether  Sir  Lintom 
Simmonds  acted  within  his  instructions  in 
making  such  an  announcement ;  and 
whether  a  Project  of  Law  answering  to 
this  description  has  been  introduced,  or 
is  ahont  to  be  introduced,  in  the  Council 
of  Qovemment  in  Malta  P 


•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH :  The  answer  to 
the  first  three  questions  of  the  hon. 
Member  is  in  the  affirmative  ;  and,  with 
regard  to  the  last,  I  think  I  had  better 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  a  letter  of  the 
Prime  Minister  which  appeared  in  the 
Timet  of  the  4th  inst. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Me.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rush- 
cliffe)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Ix)rd  of 
the  Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the 
interest  felt  in  the  subject,  and  the 
importance  of  its  proposals,  he  will 
undertake  that  an  opportunity  will  be 
afforded  for  reasonable  discussion  of  the 
Savings  Banks  Bill,  and  can  now  mention 
a  date  for  its  Second  Reading ;  whether 
he  will  now  fix  a  day  for  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Employers'  Liability 
BUI;  and  whether  he  will  nowinform  tit» 
House  when  the  Qovemment  propose  to 
afford  it  definite  and  regular  opportnnitiea 
of  considering  Supply  1 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  must  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  statement  I  made  in 
reply  to  a  question  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
on  the  10th  inst.  Then  I  stated  that 
the  Government  felt  it  their  duty  to 
proceed  from  day  to  day  with  the  Local 
Taxation  Bill,  and  would  make  no 
arrangements  with  regard  to  public 
business  until  the  Committee  stage  of 
that  Bill  was  completed. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian) :  Perhaps,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  inserted  a  condition  in 
his  answer — that  it  was  intended  to 
proceed  day  by  day  with  the  Local  Ttkxa- 
tion  Bill,  unless  he  had  occasion  to 
interrupt  the  proceedings  on  account  of 
some  measure  of  a  public  character ;  he 
also  stated  on  the  same  day  that  he 
would  be  able  to  announce  the  intentions 
of  the  Government  with  respect  to  such 
a  measure — he  will  permit  me  to  ask 
whether  he  is  able  to  make  a  statement, 
which  is  of  great  importance,  as  to  the 
course  of  public  business.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  lose  no  time 
in  letting  the  House  know  what  are  the 
means  to  be  taken  with  regard  to  the 
Bills  before  the  House. 

•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  perfectly  accurate  in 
stating  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Gk)vemment  to  proceed  with  the  Local 
Taxation    Bill,   unless    it   is    necessary- 
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to  interpose  a  Motion  with  r^^ard  to 
pnblio  bnsiness.  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  give  any  notice  of  such  a  Motion.  So 
soon  as  I  am  in  a  position  to  do  so,  I  will 
avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to 
make  a  statement,  and  I  am  sure  I  shall 
he  &voured  with  the  consideration  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Until  then, 
I  most  defer  my  statement. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  I  hope, 
also,  independently  of  the  question  of 
any  special  measure,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  bear  in  mind  the  time  of 
year  at  which  we  have  now  arrived,  and 
feel  that  it  is  becoming  requisite  speedily 
to  announce  the  intentions  of  the  G^ 
vemment  as  to  their  policy.  This  week 
I  think  it  was  understood  we  were  to 
know. 

•Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  not  so  accurate  as  he 
usually  is.  I  carefully  gutuded  my- 
self. I  said  that  I  hoped  "in  a 
few  days  "  to  be  able  to  give  the  state- 
ment referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. 

Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.) :  When  is  it  intended  to  proceed 
with  the  Savings  Bank  Bill  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  think  I  have 
practically  answered  that  The  (Govern- 
ment intend  to  proceed  with  the  Local 
Taxation  Bill  as  far  as  they  can.  If  the 
Bill  referred  to  can  be  taken  after  12,  it 
would  then  be  taken,  but  it  cannot  then 
be  taken  if  it  is  desired  to  have  a  dis- 
cussion upon  it. 

GOVERNMENT    SUB-CONTRACrS. 

Mb.  HANBURY  (Preston) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  what 
administrative  action  the  Government 
have  decided  to  take  in  view  of  the 
"  Evidence  and  Report  of  the  Lords 
Committee  on  Sweating  "  to  put  a  stop, 
by  more  efficient  inspection  and  more 
stringent  forms  of  contract,  against  sub- 
contracting or  otherwise,  to  the  practice 
of  sweating,  so  far,  at  any  rate,  as  work 
done  for  GovemmenI  Departments  is 
concerned,  as  to  one  of  which  Depart- 
ments the  Director  of  Contracts  has 
himself  stated  that — 

"  The  evidence  given  before  your  Lordships 
has  tended  to  show  that  oar  contracts  have 
heen  used  for  some  years  aa  a  vehicle  for  sweat- 
ing, and  that  the  whole  of  the  sweating  bnsi- 
ness has  been  carried  ont  almost  under  the 
protection  of  the  War  Office." 
Mr.  W.  H.  Smith 


•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  The  remark 
which  the  hon.  Member  quotes  applied 
only  to  accoutrements,  and  with  regard 
to  these  I  must  refer  him  to  the  answer 
he  received  to  a  similar  question  on  the 
25th  of  July  last. 

Mb.  C.  GRAHAM:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  state  if  any  War  Office 
contracts  have  been  given  to  foreign 
firms,  and  if  so  how  many  1 

•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  A  Return  giving 
the  information  the  hon.  Gentleman 
desires  will  be  presented  to  the  House. 

THE    BLIND   AND   DEAF. 

Mb.  WOODALL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  the  Govern- 
ment has  considered  the  Report  and 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Conmiis- 
sion  on  the  Blind  and  Deaf;  and 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  legislate  for 
Ireland  as  well  as  for  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land ;  and,  in  such  event,  whether  effect 
will  be  given  to  the  suggestions  of  the 
Royal  Commission  in  special  reference  to 
the  needs  and  circumstances  of  Ireland  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Govern- 
ment have  before  them  the  Report  and 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion referred  to.  They  hope  to  propose 
legislation  for  Ireland  on  the  subject  so 
soon  as  the  state  of  Public  Business 
admits.  In  framing  their  proposals 
careful  attention  will  ha  given  to  the 
suggestions  of  the  Royal  Commission. 

WANTON   DESTRUCTION    OF    SEA 
BIRDS. 

Mb.  WEBSTER  (St  Pancras,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
illustrated  letters  in  the  Daily  Graphic 
of  Slst  May  and  3rd  June,  containing 
an  account  of  the  wanton  destruction  of 
sea  birds  and  their  eggs  by  a  landing 
party  from  H.M.S.  <StV  Ricka/rd  Fletcher, 
on  the  Island  of  Grassholme,  in  the 
Bnstol  Channel,  on  the  23rd  May; 
whether  the  acts  described  in  the  letters 
constitute  a  breach  of  "  The  Wild  Birds 
Protection  Act,  1880  ; "  and  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  prevent  the  repetition 
of  such  acts  by  persons  using  Her 
Majesty's  ships  ? 

Me.  BRODRICK  :  This  subject  has 
already  been  brought  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Pembroke  to  the  notice  of  the 
First    Lord    of    the    Admirally,    and, 
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perhaps,  the  hon.  Member  for  Swansea 
will  allow  me,  by  anticipation,  to  reply 
to  his  question  in  conjunction  with  that 
d  my  hon.  Friend.  Although  the 
aooonnt  given  in  the  newspaper  is  some- 
what exaggerated,  it  is  the  fact  that  an 
officer  of  the  Boyal  Engineers  did  land 
on  Grasshobne,  which  is  an  isolated  rock 
far  out  at  sea,  and  did  shoot  some  sea 
birds  under  the  mistaken  idea  that  the 
Wild  Birds  Preservation  Act  did  not 
extend  to  the  spot.  The  Commander-in- 
Chief  has  expressed  his  disapproval  of 
the  proceeding,  and  His  Boyal  Highness 
has  given  orders  that  will  prevent  its 
repetition. 

THE  REV.  J.  POWER. 

Mr.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  B.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  why  is  the 
Rev.  John  Power,  Bathgormac,  County 
Waterford,  followed  by  a  Government 
notetaker  and  by  police  when  engaged  in 
his  daties,  even  when  calling  on  the  sick 
and  dying  in  the  minii-tration  of  his 
sacred  duties  ;  and  can  he  state  how  long 
it  is  intended  that  Father  Power  sha.l 
be  thus  followed  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Con- 
stabulary Authorities  report  that  the 
rev.  gentleman  mentioned  has  been  in- 
citing to  boycotting  and  intimidation  in 
order  to  compel  tenants  to  give  up  a 
surrendered  farm  which  they  bad  taken. 
In  pursuance  of  this  object  he  lias  been 
addressing  indoor  and  opan-air  meetings, 
and  whenever  the  police  have  reason  to 
believe  that  he  is  about  to  hold  an  open- 
air  meeting  with  this  object  he  is 
followed  by  a  police  notetaker  with  the 
OBval  escort  with  a  view  to  a  prosecution 
being  instituted  against  him.  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  police  do  not  follow  him 
into  any  house,  or  in  any  way  interfere 
with  the  ministration  of  his  duties.  So 
soon  as  the  rev.  gentleman  discontinues 
the  illegal  practices  mentioned,  the  duty 
of  the  police  in  the  matter  will  at  once 
cease. 

Ub.  DILLON:  If  this  priest  is,  as 
alleged,  guilty  of  these  illegal  practices 
will  he  be  prosecuted  ?  If  not,  why  not  ? 

Mb.  P.  J.  POWER :  Did  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  obtain  the  information 
from  the  constables  whose  oonducfc  we 
impugn  1  The  answer  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  directly  opposed  to  what  I 
state  in  the  question. 

VOL.  CGCXLY.    [thibd  SKBin.] 


Mb.  a.  J.  BAI^OUR :  I  obtained  the 
information  in  the  only  way  in  which  the 
Irish  Secretary  can  obtain  it.  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  any  further  state- 
ments, and  will  be  good  enough  to  lay 
them  before  me,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
examine  them.  As  to  the  question  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  there 
are  many  cases  in  which  the  police 
are  cognisant  of  illegal  acts,  and  yet  are 
unable  to  carry  them  to  prosecution, 

PROSECUTIONS  AT  CORK. 

Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  it  is  true,  as 
reported  in  the  Cork  papers,  that 
summonses  were  last  week  issued  at  the 
prosecution  of  District  Inspector  Ball, 
Fennoy  (County  Cork),  against  Patrick 
Keefe,  Thomas  Kent,  William  Kent, 
George  Mulcahy,  John  Fuohy,  Patrick 
Walsh,  John  Donovan,  and  Jamea 
Donovan  ;  if  he  can  state  whether  these 
prosecutions  are  brought  with  the  ap- 
proval or  sanction  of  the  Irish  Law 
Officers ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
of  the  above-named  defendants  two  of 
them,  namely,  Thomas  and  William  Kent, 
are  at  present  confined  in  Cork  Gaol  for 
offences  arisi&g  out  of  the  alleged  boy- 
cotting of  a  farm  in  connection  with 
which  these  summonses  are  now  issued  t 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  prosecu- 
tions in  this  case  are  still  pending,  and 
therefore  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me 
to  make  any  statement  on  the  subject. 
I  shall  be  obliged  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  defer  the  question. 

ALLEQEO  ILLEGAIi  USE  OF  FIRB- 
ARMf. 
Mb.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  awn  re  that  John 
Murphy,  an  emergency  man,  who  was 
charged  at  Conna  (Connty  Cork)  Petty 
Sessions  last  Friday,  "  with  discharging 
a  revolver  on  tlie  public  road "  at  a 
woman  named  Julia  Fit^^rald  and 
others,  was  acquitted  by  Colonel  Long- 
bourne,  RM.,  and  two  other  Magistrates 
on  the  ground  that  "  defendant  had  not 
got  the  revolver  now  ;"  also  that  the  same 
defendant  was  charged  by  the  Excise 
authorities  with  carrying  the  revolver 
without  a  licence,  and  fined  the  mitigated 
penalty  of  £2  10s.  and  costs ;  and 
whether  he  can  state  what  are  the 
2  F 
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reasons  which  indaced  Colonel  Long- 
bourne,  B.M.,  to  recommend  that  this 
fine  be  further  reduced  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  man  mentioned  was 
chained  not  with  firing  at  any  person, 
but  with  having  discharged  his  revolver 
on  the  pnblic  rood,  the  shot  being  fired 
in  the  air.  The  defendant  was  not 
acquitted  on  the  ground  alleged  in  the 
question,  bnt  because  the  Bench  of 
Magistrates  considered,  from  the  evidence 
before  them,  that  the  defendant  had 
reasonable  grounds  of  alarm  at  the  time 
he  discharged  the  weapon  in  the  air  with 
the  object  of  frightening  without  causing 
injury.  The  Bench  recommended  the 
remission  of  the  Excise  penalty  on  the 
ground  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  defen- 
dant was  not  responsible  for  the  neglect 
to  take  out  an  Excise  licence,  the  revol- 
ver having  been  supplied  to  him  for  his 
protection  by  his  employer,  by  whom 
the  licence  should  have,  in  their  opinion, 
been  taken  out  for  him. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HBALY  (Longford,  N.): 
I  will  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  fact  that  not  a  week  elapses  with- 
out some  emergency  man  firing  off  his 
revolver  ;  and  whether  anything  will  be 
done  to  put  a  stop  to  such  riotous  and 
rowdy  conduct  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  fact  has 
not  been  brought  under  my  notice,  nor 
am  I  aware  that  there  has  been  any 
cases  of  serious  breaches  of  the  public 
peace. 

Mr.  p.  O'BRIEN  fMonaghan,  N.) : 
What  about  the  case   of   Kinsellai 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  And  there  was 
the  Templemore  case.  In  these  cases  two 
men  were  killed,  and  nobody  was  hanged 
for  it. 

•Mr.  FLYNN:  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  whether  instructions 
will  be  given  that  more  supervision  shall 
be  exercised  over  the  issue  of  licences  to 
men  of  this  character,  in  view  of  the 
frequent  occurrences  of  outrages  of  the 
kind  indicated ! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  imagine  there 
is  supervision  exercised.  It  is  owing  to 
the  unfortunate  state  of  Ireland  that 
these  men  require  revolvers. 

•Me.  FLYNN:    WUl    the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  direct    some  inquiry  to   le 
J/r.  Flynn 


made  into  the  character  of  these  men 
before  the  issuing  of  these  licences  ! 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  May  I  ask 
whether  in  this  case  the  fine  was  remitted 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
information  on  that  point. 

THE  IRISH  BANKRUPTCY  DEPART- 
MENT. 

Mr.  p.  M'DONALD  (Sligo,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether,  considering  the  e&ct 
of  "  The  Local  Bankruptcy  (Ireland)  Act, 
1888,  and  the  remarkable  diminution 
latterly  of  commercial  and  leg^l  business 
in  Ireland,  there  is  still  sufficient  em- 
ployment for  two  Judges  and  10  officers 
in  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  Dublin; 
and  whether  the  Government  intend  to 
take  any  steps  with  regard  to  this  state 
of  things  1 

PLOVERS  AND  CORN  GROWING. 
Mb.  cox  (Clare,  E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether  it  has  come  to  his  knowledge 
that  farmers  aro  giving  up  the 
growing  of  com,  because  of  the 
very  serious  damage  done  to  the  crops 
by  the  great  increase  of  grubs  and  insects, 
consequent  on  the  rapid  diminution  of 
plovers,  by  the  systematic  robbery  of 
their  eggs  ;  and  whether  he  will  bring 
in  a  Bill  declaring  a  close  time  for 
plovers'  eggs  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  thb  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chaplin, Lincoln, 
shire,  Sleaford)  :  Until  the  appearance  of 
the  hon.  Member's  question,  I  have  never 
heard  any  sng^stion  made  by  agri- 
culturists that  com  growing  has  been 
discontinued  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
plovers.  There  are  many  districts  to 
which  I  believe  plovers  never  resort, 
where  corn  is  gp?own  extensively,  and  the 
com  crops  in  those  districts  do  not 
appear  to  be  more  subject  to  the  ravages 
of  insects  than  the  corn  crops  in  other 
localities  in  which  plovers  are  numerous. 
As  to  a  close  time  for  plovers'  ^gs,  the 
only  complaint  which  has  ever  reached 
me,  and  which  I  own  rather  commends 
itself  to  me,  is  that  the  season  for  pbyers' 
eggs  is  too  limited  already,  and  it  would 
be  a  hazardous  experiment  for  any 
Minister,  I  think,  to  endeavour  to  further 
restrict  it. 
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TOBY  ISLAND. 


Sat  EDWARD  WATKIN  (Hythe) :  I 
Iwg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  all  arrangements  have 
now  been  made  by  Lloyds',  with  the 
Anction  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  con- 
necting Tory  Island  lighthouse  and 
signal  st&tion  by  submarine  cable  with 
the  main  land  of  Ireland ;  and,  if  so, 
when  this  service  of  safety  is  likely  to  be 
pat  to  work  f 

•^nt  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  As  the 
application  by  Lloyds'  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  for  a  Provisional  Order  under 
"Lloyds'  Signal  Stations  Act,  1888," 
has  been  withdrawn,  there  is  no  need  for 
the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the 
establishment  of  a  signal  station  on  Tory 
Island.  I  have,  however,  communicated 
with  Lloyds'  on  the  subject,  who  inform 
me  that,  after  considerable  difficulty  with 
the  landowner,  the  conveyance  of  the 
requisite  land  has  been  completed,  and 
possession  wUl  be  immediately  taken  by 
Lbyds'.  The  contract  for  the  manufac- 
ture and  laying  of  the  necessary  tele- 
graphic cable  will,  it  is  expected,  be 
signed  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  and 
also  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  the 
necessary  buildings,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  signal  station  will  be  in  working 
order  within  a  few  weeks,  provided  that 
the  weather  permits  of  the  cable  being 
laid  within  that  time. 

THE  TIPPERARY  AFFRAY. 

Mb.  PABNELL  (Cork)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  he  will  entertain 
the  request  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry 
into  the  allied  excessive  violence  dis- 
played by  the  Constabulary  at  Tipperary 
andCashel,  on  the  25th  and  27th  of 
Kbyt 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  case 
appears  to  be  strictly  parallel  to  others 
that  have,  from  time  to  time,  occurred 
daring  the  last  10  years.  1  do  not  see 
any  reason  for  departing  from  the  pre- 
cedent set,  no  doubt  after  due  considera- 
tion, by  hon.  Glentlemen  opposite. 

Ms.  PABNELL :  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  been  called  to  the 
inquiry  which  has  been  held  by  the 
Town  Commissioners  of  Cashel  into  this 
matter,  and  has  he  seen  the  Report, 
signed  by  14  out  of  18  members  of  that 
bwty,  which  relates  to  17  specific  acts  of 


I  violence  and  improper  conduct,  on  the 
'  part  of  the  police  at  Cashel  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir,  I  have 
not  seen  that  Report. 

Mr.  J.  MOBLET  (Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne)  :  Will  the  right  hon.  Centleman 
consider  the  precedent  afforded  by  the 
Belfast  case  in  1886  as  one  applicable  to 
the  present  case! 

Me,  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Of  course,  I 
have  the  Belfast  riots  in  my  mind. 
There  is,  however,  no  parallel  between 
those  serious  transactions  and  what 
occurred  at  Tipperary  and  Cashel  the 
other  day.  We  should  require  legislation 
to  establish  a  tribunal  Uke  that  which 
was  created  for  Belfast. 

Mb.  J.  MORLET  :  I  agree  that  there 
were  g^reat  excesses  in  the  case  of  Belfast 
which  do  not  exist  in  the  present  instance, 
but  I  wish  to  know,  as  a  matter  of 
principle,  whether  it  is  not  in  the  interest 
of  the  police  themselves,  when  the 
gravest  charges  are  made  against  them, 
that  an  opportunity  should  be  given  for 
inquiry  before  some  efficient  tribunal  1 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  for  the  suggestion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  com- 
posed of  Party  gentlemen,  is  about  the 
worst  tribunal  in  the  world  to  consider 
the  case — an  opinion  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  seemed  himself 
to  hold  when  he  decided  on  the  Belfast 
case.  The  police  have  been  chroni- 
cally attacked  during  the  past  10  years 
by  hon.  Members  below  the  Ghmgway, 
and  the  charges  now  made  with  regard 
to  Tipperary  and  Cashel  are  far  milder 
than  those  made  on  previous  occasions 
in  which  inquiry  was  refused. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  ( Derby) :  I  would 
remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  in 
England  charges  against  the  police  are 
invariably  followed  by  judicial  investiga- 
tion, institntetl  and  ordered  by  the  Police 
Authorities  themselves. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  The  object  of  the  Irish 
Members  is  that  some  sort  of  inquirj 
should  be  had. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
that  the  su^estions  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Derby  can  be  carried  out. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  desires  that 
the  police  shall  be  prosecuted  in  order  to 
find  out  whether  they  are  guilfy.  That 
appears  to  me'  to  be  an  inversion  of  the 
ordinary  course  of  procedure.  There 
2  F  2 
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ought  to  be  a  primd  /acie  case  brought 
home  to  the  mind  of  the  Attorney 
C^eneral  for  Ireland  before  such  an 
inquiry  is  instituted. 

Ms.  DILLON:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  inquire  into  the  charge  that 
numerous  people  were  injured  by  the 
police,  and  state  what  remedy  they  have  ? 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  right  hon. 
Qentleman  refused  an  inquiry  at  Mitehels- 
town  where  someone  was  killed,  and  he 
refuses  it  now.  How  many  people  is  it 
necessary  to  kill  before  an  inquiry  is 
granted  1 
•Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

THE  RESIONATION  OF  MR.  MONRO. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUART  (Shoreditch, 
Hozton)  :  I  wish  to  ask  whether  there  is 
any  truth  in  the  Report  that  Mr.  Monro 
has  resigned,  and  whether  his  resig- 
nation is  owing  to  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  him  and  the  Home  Secretary  ; 
and,  if  so,  upon  what  subject  there  haa 
been  a  difference  of  opinion  between 
them? 

The  secretary  ot  STATE  fob  the 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Maithews, 
Birmingham,  E.)  :  I  regret  to  say  that  it 
is  true  that  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  has  tendered  his 
resignation,  and  that  that  resignation  has 
been  accepted.  It  is  also  true  that 
differences  of  opinion  have  arisen 
between  him  and  myself  in  respect  to 
questions  of  administration  and  legisla- 
tion affecting  the  Metropolitan  Police. 

Mb.  STUART:  WUl  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tell  us  what  those  differences 
of  opinion  are  t 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  not  prepared 
at  present  to  state  what  those  differences 
of  opinion  are. 

Mb.  STUART:  I  will  repeat  my 
question  to-morrow. 

BUSINESS  OP  THE  lioUSE. 
Mb.  CAINB  (Barrow-in-Furness)  :  I 
leg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  what  Amendments  to 
the  Licensing  Clauses  which  are  on  the 
Paper  the  Government  propose  to  accept? 
•Mb.  RITCHIE  :  I  intend  to  accept  the 
following  Amendment,  which  stands  on 
the  Paper  in  the  name  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Great 
Grimsby : — 

Clause  6, page  4, line  26,  after  "agreement" 
insert  "  Provided  always  that  nothing  in  this 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


Act  contained  shall  be  construed  as  alt«in; 
the  existing  law  affecting  the  renewal  A 
licences,  or  as  giving  to  the  holder  of  say 
licence  any  right  or  privilege  other  than  that 
now  enjoyed  by  him. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Are  the  Govern- 
ment prepared  to  accept  my  attempt  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  licensing  ia 
Ireland  separately  from  England,  and 
thus  save  the  time  of  the  House  1  What 
objection  is  there  to  allowing  a  private 
Member  to  pass  through  a  Bill  on  thia 
subject  ?  Will  the  Government  consent 
to  re-commit  the  Local  Tamition  Bill  in 
order  to  insert  an  Irish  clause ! 

•Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  The  Government 
do  not  see  the  necessity  for  doing  this, 
and  prefer  to  deal  with  the  question  as  a 
whole. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Why  do  the  Go- 
vernment persist  in  wasting  Government 
time,  which  is  extremely  precious  at  this 
period  of  the  Session,  when  the  matter 
can  be  dealt  with  for  Ireland  in  the  time 
of  private  Members  ?  Why  need  they 
do  this  if  they  do  not  object  to  the 
principles  or  proposals  of  my  Bill  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  My  view  has 
always  been  that  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  is  unnecessary,  and  it  deals  only 
with  a  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Crovem- 
ment,  or  deals  with  it  only  in  a  frag- 
mentary manner.  I  have  no  objectiott 
to  the  Bill  making  such  progress  that  it 
might  be  passed  if  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  pass  into  law. 

Me.  H.  H.  fowler  :  When  wiU  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  In&nt  Life 
Protection  Bill  be  moved  for  r' 
•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  answer  until  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  make  inquiry. 

Me.  DILLON  :  I  wish  to  ask  for  some 
definite  information  as  to  the  time  when 
the  Irish  Estimates  will  be  taken  1 

(5.35.)  Me.  SEXTON :  I  will  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the  Land 
Purchase  Bill  is  to  have  precedence  of 
the  other  Government  measures  ? 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  must  press 
the  Leader  of  the  House  to  say  whether 
he  really  considers  there  is  any  prospect 
of  the  Irish  Land  Bill  being  passed  tiiis 
Session. 

•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  In  reply  to  the 
question  put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo,  I  wish  to  say  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  g^ve  any  pledge  in  regard  to 
the  matter  referred  to ;  but  I  will  under- 
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take  that  due  notice  shall  be  given. 
With  regard  to  the  Land  Parchase 
{Ireland)  Bill,  that  will  be  postponed  pro 
forma  till  next  Monday. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  My  question  was  pnt 
flerionsly.  Do  the  Government  intend 
to  pass  on  the  Bill  t 

(5.34.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  wish 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  it  is  now  intended  to 
follow  the  precedent  set  in  1886,  when 
a  great  meeting  of  the  Liberal  Parfy  was 
held  at  the  Foreign  Office,  and  on  the 
same  day  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self moved  the  adjonmmentof  the  House 
for  the  purpose  of  extracting  from  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  some 
account  of  what  had  passed  at  the 
Foreign  Office.  Does  the  right  hon. 
<jentleman  now  intend  to  give  the 
House  a  short  account  of  what  has  passed 
at  the  meeting  at  the  Carlton  Club  ?  At 
all  events,  we  are  entitled  to  press  for  an 
answer  as  to  what  is  intended  to  be 
done  with  the  Lrish  Land  Parchase  Bill. 

•Sib  M.  hicks  BEACH :  What  I  did 
in  1886  was  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House,  not  for  the  purpose  of  extract- 
ing from  the  head  of  the  Oovemment 
what  had  passed  at  a  private  meeting, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  asoertaining  what 
action  the  Government  would  take  with 
ngard  to  a  Bill  which  was  at  that 
moment  actually  under  discussion  in  the 
House. 

•(5.38.)  Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  thought 
I  had  made  my  statement  sufficiently 
dear.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  make 
any  statement  as  to  the  course  of  public 
business  at  the  present  moment ;  but  no 
inference  of  one  kind  or  another  ought 
to  be  drawn  from  that  fact. 

Me.  DILLON :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  inform  us  at  least  on  what 
day  we  may  expect  a  statement  from 
liiml 

Mx.  PABNELL :  With  reference  tothe 
promise  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  he  will  g^ve  us  notice  when  the 
Irish  Estimates  will  be  brought  on,  that 
promise  was  kindly  meant,  but  it  would 
nther  indicate  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman did  not  intend  to  take  them  in 
their  order.  Lest  he  should  be  under 
the  impression  that  that  is  what  we  de- 
sire, I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  our  desire 
that  they  should  be  taken  this  Session  in 
their  o^er,  as  they  sure  reached,  and 
•hoald  not  be  postponed  as  they  have 


been  on  previous  occasions,  with  the  re- 
sult that  they  have  come  on  so  late  [that 
discussion  was  impossible. 

(5.45.)  Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  ask  leave 
to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  a 
definite  matter  of  urgent  public  import- 
ance, namely,  the  conduct  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  of  the  House,  and 
in  withholding  from  the  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  course  of  business  on  the 
day  on  which  it  had  been  announced  that 
a  statement  would  be  made  on  that 
subject 

*Me.  SPEAEJiB:  I  cannot  put  that 
Motion.  I  consider  that  the  subject  is 
not  a  "  definite  subject  of  urgent  pubUc 
importance  ;  "  and  I  shall  decline  to  pnt 
the  Motion  at  any  risk  to  myself.  I  cour 
sider  it  is  an  abuse  of  the  Rule  of  the 
House,  a  Rule  which  is  not  intended  to 
be  used  for  such  a  purpose  as  the  Motion 
has  in  view.  Notice  has  been  given  that 
an  announcement  will  be  made  of  the 
arrangements  for  public  business,  and 
to  discuBS  the  subject  on  a  Motion  for 
adjournment  would  be  to  anticipate  the 
announcement  of  which  notice  has  been 
g^ven. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  May  I  ask  whether 
the  leader  of  the  House  will  undertake, 
either  on  Friday  or  on  Monday,  to  state 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  as  to 
the  Land  Purchase  Bill } 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  will  endeavour 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  to  give 
to  the  House  the  information  it  is 
entitled  to  receive.  I  hope  it  may  bo 
possible  on  Monday,  but  I  am  not  able 
to  say  now. 

(5.50.)  SiB  W.  HARCOURT :  I  under- 
stood yon  had  stated,  Sir,  that  the  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  a  Motion  for 
adjonrnmont,  such  as  was  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  in  1886, 
was  that  notice  had  been  given  that  an 
announcement  would  be  made  as  to  the 
course  of  public  business.  Wliat  we 
have  endeavoured  in  vain  to  do  is  to 
extract  from  the  Government  informa- 
tion as  to  the  time  when  the  promised 
announcement  is  to  be  made.  We  un- 
derstood the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
had  promised  to  make  it  this  week ;  and, 
if  it  is  not.  made  to-day,  then  it  must 
be  made  to-morrow,  if  that  promise  is  to 
be  kept.    If  we  are  not    to   have  -the 
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opportunity  of  bringing  on  a  Motion  to 
obtain  information  on  this  subject,  we 
are,  at  least,  entitled  to  a  definite  state- 
ment as  to  when  the  announcement  -will 
be  made. 

•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  the  custom  of  the  House 
or  of  Parliament  to  require  a  Minister 
to  state  more  than  he  is  fairly 
in  a  position  to  state.  1  hare  stated 
to  the  House  that  it  is  my  wish  and  my 
resolve  to  communicate  to  the  House 
the  proposals  which  we  have  to  make 
with  regard  to  the  public  business  at 
the  earliest  moment.  I  said  last  Mon- 
day that  I  hoped  to  do  so  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days.  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  not  quite  accurate  in 
stating  that  I  undertook  to  do  so  this 
week.  I  will  endeavour  to  do  so  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  I  cannot 
do  so  before  next  Monday ;  if  it  is 
possible  I  will  do  so  then. 

MOTIOlf. 


POLICE  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Matthewc,  Bill 
to  make  provisioo  rugpectiog  the  Pensiona, 
Allowances,  and  OtatoitiM,  of  Police  Constables 
in  England  and  Wales,  and  their  Widows  and 
Children,  and  to  make  other  provisions  respect- 
ing the  Police  of  England  and  Wales,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Secretary  Matthews,  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Ezcheqaer,  and  Mr.  Staart  Wortley. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time;  [Bill  338.] 


ORDERS  OF   THE  DAY. 

LOCAL     TAXATION      (CUSTOMS     AND 
EXCISE)  DUTIES  BILL.— (No.  244.) 

COHHirrEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Compiittee.) 
Clause  1. 
Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1,  line  17,  to  leave  out  Sub-section 
(ii),  in  order  to  insert  the  words:  "  (ii.)  The 
mm  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds 
ahall  be  applied  in  England  (or  the  purpose  of 
agricultural,  commercial,  and  tochniral  instruc- 
tion, as  defined  in  Section  eight  of  'The 
Technical  Instruction  Act,  1889,'  and  in  Wal>-B 
either  for  the  said  purpose  or  for  the  purposes 
defined  in  Section  seventeen  of  'The  Welsh 
Intermediate  Education  Act,  1889.' " — {Mr. 
Arthur  Aeland.) 

Sir  W.  Harcourt 


Question  again  proposed, 

"  That  the  words  '  (ii.)  The  sum  of  throe 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  shall  be 
applied  for  such  extinction  of  licences  in  Eng- 
land '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

(5.54.)  Sib  W.  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth)  :  The  principle  in- 
volved in  this  sub-section  is  the  most 
important  principle  in  the  Bill,  and  the 
one  which  hon.  Members  on  the  Opposi- 
tion side  of  the  House  mean  to  fight 
most  determinedly.  We  maintain  that 
it  is  not  the  business  of  the  Ch>vemment 
to  give  special  fecilities  for  promo- 
ting the  consumption  of  strong  drink. 
I  think  I  am  quite  in  order  in  quoting 
on  this  matter  a  few  words  written  1^ 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Giovernmeut  Board  to  the 
Bev.  Peter  Thompson,  on  the  14th  of 
May,  1890,  when  he  said — 

"  May  I  ask  you  also  to  believe  that  whether 
our  proposals  are  good  or  bad  they  have  been 
made  solely  with  the  view  of  showing  our 
sympathy  with  the  temperance  movement  and 
of  taking  some  steps  towards  remedying  tb» 
evils  of  which  you  speak." 

The  Government  have  said  over  and 
over  again  during  the  last  few  weeks 
that  this  Bill  has  been  brought  in  on 
temperance  principles,  therefore  we 
must  discuss  it  on  temperance  grounds. 
Often  and  often,  in  addressing  public 
meetings  on  the  question  of  the  drink 
traffic,  have  I  quoted  the  language  need 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian,  when  he  said  in  this 
House  that  drinking  brought  upon  this 
country  the  accumulated  evils  of  war, 
pestilence,  and  famine ;  and  I  think  tiiat 
if  anything  can  justify  such  strong 
language  it  must  be  that  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  so  strikingly  described. 
Now,  Sir,  if  I  believed  that  the  Bill 
brought  in  by  the  Government  would 
diminish  the  amount  of  drink  in  this 
country  no  one  would  support  it  more 
strongly  than  myself.  No  one  wonid 
more  arduously  support  such  a  measure, 
whether  brought  in  by  a  Tory  Gtovem- 
ment  or  a  Gbvemment  oomposed  of 
Members  sitting  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  I  may  add  tiiat  I  would 
gladly  stump  the  country  in  &voiir  of 
such  a  measure.  After  all.  Sir,  we  do 
not  discuss  this  question  as  a  matter  of 
pains  and  penalties;  we  discuss  it 
because  we  r^ard  the  drinking  system 
promoted  by  the  existing  licensing  law 
as  a  serious  national  e  vil.  We  say  it  is  noi 
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the  bosineBS  of  the  GoTernment  to  give 
special  &oilitie8  of  consamptiou  of  strong 
drink.  The  late  Sir  Wm.  GhiU  said  that 
Rtrong  drink  was  the  most  destructive 
t^nt  in  this  country,  and  vre  who 
object  to  the  traffic  in  strong  drink  know 
that  wherever  that  traffic  is  done  awaj 
with  yon  have  all  the  benefits  that  could 
be  wished  by  those  who  advocate 
sobriety  and  good  order.  In  Liverpool, 
and  in  some  other  parts  of  the  country, 
there  are  districts  in  which  this  drink 
trafiBc  is  not  allowed,  and  I  am  informed 
that  those  districts  are  most  popular  as 
affording  residences  for  the  working 
classes.  Wherever  you  do'  away  wit£ 
the  drink  shops  you  have  peace  and 
order  and  sobriety.  I  remember, 
however,  that  the  -gallant  Qeneral 
who  commanded  the  Bed  River  Expedi- 
tion, related  an  anecdote  of  a  soldier  who* 
was  asked  whether  he  was  not  more 
healthy  and  happy  without  the  drink. 
The  man  replied  that  he  was  a  good  deal 
mare  healthy,  but  he  did  not  know  that 
he  was  more  happy.  There  can,  how- 
ever, be  no  doubt  that  if  we  would  only 
get  rid  of  this  traffic  in  drink  the  general 
health  and  happiness  of  the  people 
would  be  greatly  promoted.  Parliamsnt 
has  already  adioaitted  that  we  have  a 
right  to  let  the  people  decide  whether 
they  should  allow  this  system  to  con- 
tinue. I  was  reading  the  other  day  that 
there  were  certain  districts  in  Africa  in 
which  no  drink  traffic  was  allowed,  and 
they  were  called  "  uncontaminated 
BHiee."  I  think  that  that  is  a  veiy  good 
expression  ;  and  what  we  want  in  this 
country  is  that  those  who  desire  it  should 
have  uncontaminated  zones.  It  will  be 
remembered  that,  on  the  27th  April, 
1883,  the  House,  on  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Barrow,  parsed  a  Beso- 
hition  declaring  that  the  best  interests 
of  the  nation  urgently  required  some  effi- 
cient legislation,  by  which,  in  accordance 
with  a  Besolutioa  already  passed  and  re- 
afBrmed  by  the  House,  the  legal  power 
of  restraining  the  issue  snd  renewal  of 
lioences  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  shall  be  vested  in  those  who  are 
most  deeply  interested  in  that  question. 
But  although  that  Resolution  was  agreed 
to  by  this  House  nothing  has  been  done 
in  reference  to  it.  We  know  that  a  cer- 
tain place  is  said  to  be  paved  with  good 
nsoluticms,  bat  although,  during  the 
wren  yearn  that  have  elapsed  since  that 
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resolution  was  passed,  we  have  had  both 
Liberal  and  Tory  Governments  in  power, 
neither  of  them  has  done  anything  to 
give  efEectto  that  Resolution.  When  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  brought  in 
his  Local  Government  Bill  he  told  us  the 
Government  had  resolved  to  deal  with 
the  licensing  question.  I  well  remember 
the  sp3ech  he  made  on  that  occasion.  He 
stated  that  there  was  a  prevalent  opinion 
in  the  country  that  some  reform  yra.t  neces- 
sary in  raference  to  this  question,  and 
I  am  willing  to  admit  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  then  had  in  view  the  desira- 
bility of  carrying  out  the  principle  of 
the  Resolution  I  have  just  referred  to. 
He  did  not  do  it  in  the  way  I  thought 
best,  but  in  the  most  imperfect  and 
unsatis&ctory  manner.  Still,  it  was  an 
admission  thiftt  the  people  ought  to' be 
represented  and  to  have  the  power  over 
those  licences.  I  would  point  out  that  if 
you  pass  this  Bill  as  it  stands,  and  give 
this  money  over  to  the  County  Councils, 
almost  every  election  will  turn  on  the 
question  whether  it  is  to  be  expended 
on  the  brewers  or  not,  and  yon  will  have 
all  the  evils  of  that  mixing  up  of  Local 
Government  with  the  drink  question, 
which  you  wisely  said  was  the  great 
difficulty  to  contend  with  when  you  firrt 
approaoiied  the  question.  We  had  a 
Divbion  on  the  question  whether  the 
Councils  should  have  this  power,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  hoa. 
Gentleman  who  had  brought  in  the  Bill 
voted  themselves  against  it.  The  reason 
was,  that  they  could  not  getcompensation. 
That  was  the  point.  And  here  I  nday 
say  that  right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side  are  more  consistent 
in  this  matter  than  they  have  been  in 
some  others.  Lord  Salisbury,  in  his 
celebrated  Newport  speech,  went  at 
length  into  his  views  as  to  how  this 
drink  business  should  be  dealt  with. 
First  of  all,  he  laid  down  a  general  prin- 
ciple. He  explained  that  unlimited 
fiicility  for  drinking  beer  was  a  doctrine 
which  lay  at  the  root  of  all  liberty ;  and 
that  if  it  were  sacrificed,  we  should  find 
very  soon  that  other  matters  would  be 
sacrificed  also,  and  that  those  doctrines  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty  for  which  our 
fathers  fought  so  hard  and  did  so  much 
to  establish,  would  be  frittered  away. 
No  doubt  the  noble  Lord  meant  that  we 
should  lose  the  opportunity  of  getting 
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beer.     As  for  civil  and  telisnous  liberty, 
it   was  onoe  said,    "Oh,  Liberty,   what 
crimes   have   been  committed   in  your 
name  !  "     I  think  we  mij^ht  say  in  more 
oollaqnial  fashion, "  Oh,  Liberty,  what  boeh 
has  been  talkod  in  yonr  name!"    The 
noble  Lord  went  on  to  say  that  the  Local 
Authorities  would  be  good  authorities  to 
manage  the  licensing  question,  because 
he   believed   the    terror    of    having  to 
provide  fair  compensation  would  furnish 
no  inconsiderable  motive  to  induce  them 
to  observe  a  wise  and  cautious  modera- 
tion in  the  exercise  of  their  important 
duties.    What  the  noble  Lord  meant  was 
tiiat  the  Local  Authorities  should  have 
nominal  power  to  protect  themselves; 
tthat  they  should  be  weighed  down  with 
aimpossible  conditions,  and  prevented  from 
exercising  their  powers  by  the  fear  that 
^heir  constituents  would  be  offended  if 
•they  did  what  was  right.     On  this  prin- 
ciple,   no   doubt,   the  Bill  of  1888   was 
.framed    by   the   right   hon.    Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  BitcUe).     The  right  hon. 
■.Gentleman  knows  as  well  as  I  do  how 
ithis  Bill  was  condemned  in  the  country. 
JBe  remembers  the    meetingfs,  and    he 
remembers  the  resolutions   and  letters 
which  Membars,  and  I  believe  he  himself, 
got,   telling  them   the  licensing  clauses 
ought  not  be  proceeded  with.    The  conse- 
quence was  those  clauses  were  withdrawn. 
Well    do    I    remember    the    afternoon 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman   came 
•  down  to  withdraw  them.     I  listened  very 
attentively  to  him.     I  noticed  that  not 
'■«  word  of  repentance  fell  from  his  lips. 
He  did  not  say  he  disapproved  of  the 
principle  he  was  abondoning.    Since  then 
i.  have  often  been  blamed  for  what  I 
'diave  said  about  the  GK>vemment,  and 
my  reply  has  always  been — "  The  (Jovem- 
<nent  are  still  lying  in  wait  like  a  band 
of   robbers  to  tax  the  people  and  give 
the  proceeds  of  the  tax  to  the  brewers." 
I  do  not  say  the  pnbliain,  because  he  is 
pretty  much  a  slave  and  a  bondsman  to 
the  big  brewer.     It  is  the  big  brewer 
who  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  this  business, 
and  whose  interests  the  Government  are 
looking  after.   The  Glianoellor  of  the  Ex> 
chequer,  when  msJring  his  Budget  Speech, 
announced    to    the     astonished     world 
the  scheme  now  embodied  in  this  Bill. 
"  1   will  mention  a  process  which  will 
give  much  compensation  and  conciliation 
to  the  brewer."    There  was  a  question 
Sir  W.  Lawaon 


placed  on  the  Paper  to-day  by  my  hon. 
Friend    the  Member  for    Huddersfield 
(Mr.  Somers.)     From  that  questicm  it 
appears  that  there  are  in  the  town  of 
Biumley  177  public  houses,  and  that  (A 
these  165  are  tied  houses,  leaving  only 
12  free  houses  in  the  whole  of  the  town. 
This  shows  where  the  money  is  going. 
Do  not  let  us  hear  any  more  about  the 
poor  publican  with  a  wife  and  1 3  children. 
It  is  the  big  brewer  rolling  in  wealth 
whom    the   right  Gentleman   seeks   to 
benefit  by  this  Bill.    A  pamphlet  wss 
written  four  or    five  years  ceJled  Tern- 
perance  Legidation  and  Licensing  Re- 
form,     The  author  was  Mr.  James,  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Licensed  Victuallers'  Defence  League, 
and  he  said  that  one  of  the  most  grinding, 
tyrannical,  and  demoralising  systems  that 
ever  existed   in   this   country   was  the 
bound    house    system.     It    is    for    the 
brewers,  some  with  scores,  and  some  of 
them  with  almost  hundreds  of  houses, 
that  the  right  hon.   Gontleman  comes 
down  and  asks  the  Honse  of  Commons 
to  vote  money.     When  the   people  of 
this  oountiy    understand  this    Bill,   I 
think  they  will  be  most  extraordinary 
people  if  they  submit  to  what  is  going  on. 
The  worst  houses  are  to  be  bought  out 
first — the  unneoessaiy  honses,  as  they  are 
called.     You  are  asking  the  public  to  give 
money  for  what  is  unnecessary.     Conld 
there  be  anything  more  shocking  than 
that?    The   right  hon.   Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian   (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)   was  quite  right    when   he 
called    this    a    Publicans'    Endowment 
Bill ;  but  I  think  he  would  have  been 
more    correct    if    he    had    called  it  a 
Brewers'  Endowment  Bill.    No  wonder 
the  bre  wers  are  alarmed.    Small  blame  to 
them  that  they  are.     I  went  to  a  meeting 
last  night,  and  there  I  found  a  brewer's 
agent,  who  had  been  sent  down  to  fight 
against  onr  resolution  against  the  BiU. 
I  will  tell  the  Committee  how  the  thing 
is  being  worked.     I  have  here  a  circular 
which  I  obtained  this  very  afternoon. 
It  is  marked  "  strictly  private,"  and  "  not 
for  publication."     It  is  sent  out  by  the 
Licensed  Yictnallers'  Defence  League  of 
England    and    Walos,  and    in    smaller 
letters  it  is  stated  that  this  League  is 
"acting    in  concert    with  the    Central 
Brewers'  Protection  Society."    I  will  read 
a  few  choice   bits.     The  circular  stated 
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that  all  public  meetings  might  be 
attended  by  members  of  the  public,  and 
went  on  to  say — 

"  As  soon  aa  it  is  ascertained  that  a  public 
meeting  is  to  be  called  it  is  desirable  that 
tmn^nments  should  be  made,  if  nece«8ary  by 
a  paid  man,  who  can  easily  be  obtained  for  a 
few  ponnds,  and  every  licensed  victualler  in  the 
dUtrict  shonld  be  strongly  urged  to  attend  the 
netting  with  his  family  and  his  friends,  and 
aey  persons  who  can  be  spared  from  hii 
establishment." 

The  right  hen.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
is  well   aware    that    that    means    the 
"chnokers  out."    The  publican  and  his 
wife  and  13  chOdren  and  barmaids  and 
chnokers  out  are  to  go  to  these  meetings 
and  support  resolutions  which  are  to  be 
sent  to  tiie  right  hon.  Gentleman.     How 
pleased  the   right  hon.  Gentleman    will 
be  when  he  gets  them,  and  how  he  will 
rejoice  in  having  the  voice  of  the  people 
on  his  side.    We  all  know  bow  the  other 
night  he  got  a  telegram  from  Glasgow, 
and  how  he  waived   it  aloft  and  said, 
"The  people  are  with  me."    Twelve  pub- 
licans  in   a    bar    parlour !     It  is   very 
strange     to     see     how     misunderstood 
the  Government  is.     Being  great  tem- 
perance reformers,  they  bring  in  a  Bill 
solely  in  the  interests  of   temperance. 
They  stump  the  country  with  the  object 
of  promoting  sobriety  ;  they  come  down 
to  the  House  every  night  and  declare 
that  their  sole  object  is  the  promotion  of 
temperance;   and    yet  the  only  people 
they  can  get  to  support  them  are .  the 
brewers  and  their  foinilies  and  chnckers 
out.    It  is  very  curious,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  they  feel  proud  of  their  supporters. 
I  remember  thai  when  Lord  Folkestone 
stood  for  one  of  the  divisions  of  Middle- 
sex a  large  placard  was  issued  in  his 
favour.     The   words  it  contained  were, 
"  Vote  for  Folkestone  and  Religion."    It 
happened  that  the  placard  was  put  up 
in   front  of  a  great  public-house,   and 
on  a  board  upon  which  the  ales  sold  in 
the  house  were  advertised.     The  plxcard 
did  not  come  down  quite  to  the  bottom 
of  the  board,  and  one  line  of  the  adver- 
tisement on  the  board  was  visible.    The 
result  was  that  the  placard  appeared  to 
lead,  "Vote  for  Folkestone  and  Religion. 
Warranted  pure  by  the  Brewers."    No 
doubt  the  brewers  are  very   good  men, 
but  1  do  not  see  why  they    should  be 
endowed    with    public    money.     Surely 
tile  taxes  we  raise  from  the  poor  people 
of  this  oonntiy — the    taxes  which    are 


produced  by  the  labour  of  this  country — 
are  intended  for  something  else  than  to 
secure  and  consolidate  what  Mr.  Justice 
Grantham  called  "  the  unholy  profits  of 
this  trade."  It  is  really  a  little  too 
strong  for  the  Ck>vemment  to  tell  us 
that  they  are  doing  this  in  the  interests 
of  temperance.  They  have  no  sense  of 
humour.  Do  they  believe  that  all  these 
drink  traflBckers,  these  brewers,  these 
chuckers  out  are  really  working  in  the 
interests  of  temperance  1  Do  they  think, 
also,  that  their  fellow-countrymen,  who 
for  a  generation  post  have  been  giving 
their  lives  to  the  promotion  of  tem- 
perance among  the  people,  are  all  either 
knaves  or  fools,  and  that  those  who 
started  as  temperance  reformers  six 
weeks  ago  are  the  only  persons  who 
know  how  to  promote  temperance !  Are 
the  religions  communities  of  the  country 
to  be  ignored  ?  Perhaps  the  Government 
holds  with  the  Titne«  on  this  question. 
The  Times  said  about  10  days  ago — 

"  This  qnestton  is  eminently  one  to  he  deter- 
mined by  the  judgment  of  Parliament,  and  not 
by  the  passionate  declamation  of  religious  bodies 
and  temperance  associations." 

That  is  rather  an  extraordinary  state- 
ment to  be  made  towards  the  end  of  this 
nineteenth  Christian centnry,in  a  country 
which  spends  millions  of  money  in  the 
endowment  of  religion,  and  to  a  House 
of  Commons  which  veiy  properly  opens 
with  prayer  every  day.  Are  people's 
opinions  to  be  ignored  because  they  are 
religious  1  That  is  the  view  of  the  I'imes, 
and  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  state  whether  it  is  his  view  als6.  I 
will  go  further,  and  ask,  "Are  the  electors 
of  this  country  to  be  altogether  ignored  f 
The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Rossen- 
dale  (Marquess  of  Hartington)  made  a 
speech  yesterday  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Women  s  Liberal  Unionist  Association, 
and  he  said — 

"  Those  who  have  succeeded  in  raising  this 
agitation  appear  to  me  to  have  elicited  a  far 
stronger  and  more  pronounced  opinion  on  the 
part  of  a  very  large  body  of  electors  in  the 
country  than  it  has  ever  been  in  the  power  of 
the  Home  Rule  Party  to  do." 

The  Home  Rule  Party  may  not  be  strong: 
but  if  we  are  stronger  than  tbe  Unionists 
on  this  question  it  shows  what  a  hold  the 
question  has  taken  upon  the  people  of 
tbe  country,  and  how  dangerous  it  would 
be  to  ignore  the  feeling  against  this  Bill. 
The  secret  of  the  whole  thing  is  that  the 
Government  dare  not  throw  the  brewer 
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over.  They  have  thrown  in  their  lot 
with  the  brewer.  So  be  it.  I  shall  Bay 
when  the  end  oomes,  "  Tour  blood  be  on 
yonr  own  heads."  I  will  conclude  my 
speech  by  reading  a  passage  from  a  much 
better  speech  than  I  ever  made— a 
capital  speech,  to  which  I  would  respect- 
fully call  the  attention  of  the  Committee, 
and  to  which  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Boesendale  will  listen  with 
great  attention.  It  was  a  speech  delivered 
in  May,  1888,  at  a  great  meeting,  over 
which  I  myself  presided,  so  that  I  know 
the  quotation  to  be  accurate.  The  meet- 
ing was  held  to  denounce  the  propositions 
of  the  right  hon.  Ctentleman  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
as  regards  compensation  in  the  Local 
Government  Bill  of  that  year,  and  the 
speech  was  made  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell).  I  would  ask  the  Committee  to 
remember  that  the  proposition  we  have 
before  us  now  is  virtually  and  substan- 
tially the  same  as  that  made  in  1888. 
My  hon.  Friend  said — 


"  I  think  that  this  is  the  most  wicked  pro. 
poeal  ever  made  by  any  Government." 

Now,  1  want  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Rossendale  to  listen  to  this — 
_  "  I  want  Lord  Hartington  to  face  this  posi- 
tion, because  lie  is  the  most  potent  factor  we 
can  have  in  all  qaestions,  and  that  is  the  reason 
I  am  making  my  appeal  in  all  candour  and 
honesty.  1  want  him  to  understand  that  this 
means  the  placing  on  the  ratepayers  of  England 
a  burden  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  National 
Debt.  That  is  a  terrific  responsibility  for  the 
Party  leaders  to  take  upon  their  shoulders,  and 
I  shall  be  no  party  to  it.     I  wiuh  my  hands  " 

— I  have  heard  of  somebody  else  washing 
his  hands — 

"I  wash  m}r  bands  here  to-night  of  the 
whole  transactions,  and  when  the  measure 
cornea  on  again  after  Whitsuntide  there  is  one 
thing  which  must  be  understood  plainly.  This 
is  not  a  question  for  the  Closure — lam  now 
speaking  of  another  Party  leader — this  is  not  a 
qnestion  on  which  Mr.  Smith  is  to  sit  '  on  the 
fence.'  This  is  one  of  the  greatest  issues  of 
the  century,  and  it  will  have  to  be  deliberately, 
carefully,  and  thoughtfully  fought,  and  any 
attempt  in  Parliament  to  stifle  the  fullest  dis. 
cuBsion  on  this  momentous  question  cannot  be 
tolerated.  I  have  spoken  as  my  heart  has 
prompted  me." 

To-night,  perhaps,  he  will  speak  as  his 
head  prompts  him. 

■<  I  shall  do  my  best  to  oonvinoe  individoal 
members  of  the  Unionist  Party,  and  what  I 
warn  them  of  is  this,  that  if  these  infamous 
clauses  are  allowed  to  pass  they  are  simply, 
instead  of  settling  this  question,  giving  it  a 
chance  of  beins  settled,  starting  an.  agitation 
Sir  W.  Lawson 


which  will  convulse  everything  else,  and  will 
make  it  impossible  fur  the  people  of  England  to 
attend  to  ordinary  politics." 

Mr.  Courtney,  I  have  kept  the  Committee 
too  long.  \Cries  of  "  Go  on."]  No,  1 
am  not  going  on,  because  I  cannot 
improve  upon  that  speech.  I  trust  that 
speech  will  be  published  and  spread 
broadcast  throughout  the  countiy.  I 
trust  it  will  be  read  by  thousands,  and 
that  it  will  encourage  many  who  are 
true  opponents  of  the  liquor  traffic  to 
fight  with  renewed  vigour  for  the 
ultimate  overthrow  of  the  evil  Bystem 
which  this  Qovemment  are  now 
endeavouring  to  introduce  among  ss, 
and  which,  I  believe,  when  the  people  of 
this  country  understand  they  will  visit 
with  a  reprobation  which  has  scarcely 
been  equalled. 

•(6.26.)  Thb  PRESIDENT  of  ths 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's): 
I  am  sore  that  whatever  others  may  do 
I  shall  not  blame  the  hon.  Baronet  for 
his  intervention  at  this  stage  of  the  (ffo- 
caedings,  or  for  the  length  of  his  speedu 
I  acknowledge  that  this  Amendment  is 
directed  at  the  very  root  of  the  proposal 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  objects.  I 
am  perfectly  prepared  to  accept  the  hon. 
Baronet's  estimate  of  himself,  and  to 
recognise  that  he  is  an  extremely  good 
man. 

SiE  WILFRID  LAWSON:  No,  no;  I 
said  an  old  man. 

*Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  think  the  hon. 
Baronet  said  that  as  people  called  him  an 
extreme  man  he  was  not  ashamed  of 
accepting  the  term ;  that  he  thought  it  a 
very  gpood  thing  to  be  extreme,  and,  for 
instance,  he  thought  it  a  good  thing  to 
be  an  extremely  good  man.  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  accept  that,  and  to  admit 
that  the  hon.  Baronet  has  done  much  in 
the  course  of  his  life  for  the  promotion 
of  temperance.  I  am  also  prepared  to 
admit  that  nothing  which  we  arecU)ingcan 
at  all  compare  with  the  efforts  the  hon. 
Baronet  and  his  friends  have  made  in 
the  cause  of  temperance.  But  I  rather 
take  exception  to  the  hon.  Baronet's 
description  of  our  proposal  as  the  greet 
plan  of  the  Government  for  promoting 
temperance.  We  have  never  contended 
that  this  proposal  could  be  considered  in 
any  proper  sense  as  a  proposal  for  the 
oompletiB  settlement  of  the  qneetiam. 
What  we  have  contended  is  that  it  is  a 
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tiep  in  the  direction  of  temperanoe. 
Koiwithstanding  all  the  hen.  Baronet 
has  said  as  to  the  pressure  from  brewers 
and  publicans,  who,  he  asserts,  are 
behind  us,  I  maintain  that  the  only 
object  that  the  Grovemment  have  in 
making  these  proposals  is  to  take  a  step 
in  the  direction  of  temperance,  and  to 
endeavonr,  to  some  extent,  to  meet  the 
demands  which  have  been  made  by  the 
Temperance  Party  for  a  reduction  of 
the  opportnnities  which  are  afiorded 
to  people  of  becoming  intemperate. 
If  it  is  any  satisfaction  to  the  hon.  Baronet 
I  can  assure  him  that  the  great  pressure 
he  referred  to  as  having  come  from  the 
publicans  and  brewers  has  been  utterly 
and  completely  non-existent.  The 
Government  never  received  from  either 
the  publican  quarter  or  the  brewing 
quarter  the  slightest  hint  that  any  pro- 
posal such  as  this  brought  forward  by 
the  Qovemment  was  desired  by  their 
trade ;  and  if  the  Government  have  gone 
wrong  on  this  question,  as  no  doubt  the 
hon.  Baronet  thinks  they  have,  they 
must  take  upon  themselves  the  sole  and 
complete  responsibility  for  having  done 
80,  without  pressure  either  from  the 
pnbUcans  and  brewers  on  the  one  hand, 
or  the  Temperance  Party  on  the  other. 
The  attention  of  the  Government  had 
been  forcibly  drawn  to  the  large  increase 
in  the  consumption  of  drink,  and  we  felt 
that  it  was  legitimate  to  obtain  some 
contribution  from  that  source  which 
would  assist  the  constituted  authorities 
in  dealing,  even  in  a  small  deg^ree,  with 
the  great  question  which  the  hon. 
Baronet  has  so  much  at  heart.  The 
hon.  Baronet  charged  the  Government 
witii  promoting  the  sale  and  consumption 
of  strong  liquor.  Surely  that  is  an  un- 
justifiable assertion. 

SiK  WILFRID  LAWSON :  My  im- 
pression is  that  my  remarks  referred  to 
all  Governments,  and  not  only  to  the 
present  Government. 

•Me.  BITGHIE:  The  hon.  Baronet, 
speaking  of  the  introduction  of  these 
licensing  clauses,  said  "  It  is  not  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  promote  the  sale 
and  consumption  of  strong  drink." 

SiE  W.  LAWSON :  I  alluded  to  all 
Governments. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE:  In  connection  with 
tiiis  proposal  he  evidentiy  believes  that 
to  increase  the  duty  on  strong  drink 
tends  to  promote  its  sale   and  consump- 


tion ?  We  will  go  through  one  or  two 
of  the  proposals  in  the  Bill,  and  I  ask, 
first  of  all.  Does  the  hon.  Baronet  believe 
that  an  increased  duty  on  stroBg  drink 
tends  to  promote  the  sale  and  consump- 
tion of  such  commodity!  One  of  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  is  to  in- 
crease the  duty,  and  I  understand  that  it 
is  an  axiom  that  an  increase  of  duty  does 
notpromotebutrestricts  the  consumption, 
and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  when  a  Chan 
cellor  of  the  Elxchequer  has  to  consider 
the  question  of  the  increase  of  a  duty,  one 
of  the  most  important  considerations' 
present  to  his  mind  is  whether  or  not 
that  increase  will,  by  diminishing 
the  consumption,  defeat  the  end  he 
has  in  view.  So  that  I  think  the  hon. 
Baronet  will  hardly  be  prepared  to  main- 
tain his  assertion  that,  so  far  as  this  pro- 
posal of  the  Bill  of  the  Government  is 
concerned,  we  are  doing  something  to 
promote  the  sale  and  consumption  of 
strong  drink.  I  think  he  will,  on  the 
contrary, .  acknowledge  that,  so  far  as  it 
goes,  it  is  a  restriction  on  the  consump- 
tion. 

Sib  W.  LAWSON:  I  said  nothing 
about  it. 
•Mb.  RITCHIE :  Exactly,  but  I  have 
reminded  the  Committee  of  what  he  did 
say.  I  say  that  one  of  our  proposals  iB 
to  increase  the  duty  on  drink,  and  that  so 
far  from  promoting  the  sale  of  drink  by 
that  means  we  restrict  it.  Does  the  hon. 
Baronet  contend  that  to  prevent  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  houses  for  the 
sale  of  drink  promotes  the  consumption 
of  drink?  If  so,  he  differs  very 
largely  from  the  great  body  of  temper- 
ance workers,  who  have  always  con- 
tended that  drunkenness  and  the  con- 
sumption of  drink  are  increased  by  the 
number  of  opportunities  given  for  it. 
When  the  Government  say  that  there 
shall  be  no  new  licences  except  under 
rigorous  restrictions,  surely  the  hon. 
Baronet  will  acknowledge  that  the 
Government  are  taking  a  step  in  the 
direction  of  temperance,  and  not  in  thai 
of  promoting  the  consumption  of  drink. 
Then,  again,  whatever  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  Government  proposal 
may  be,  licences  are  to  be  purchased  for 
the  purpose  of  extinguishing  them,  and 
the  money  used  in  the  way  in  which  the 
Government  intend  to  appropriate  it,  will 
also  diminish  the  number  of  opportuni- 
ties for  the  sale  and    consumption    of 
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drink.  So  that  there  is  not  one  of  our 
proposals  which  is  open  to  the  accusations 
of  the  hou.  Baronet ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
maintain  that  they  have  the  merit  of 
being  distinctly  in  the  direction  of  de- 
creasing the  sale  and  consumption  of 
-drink.  The  hon.  Baronet  has  said 
something  about  public  opinion,  and  he 
ask  me  whether  we  are  prepared  to  set 
at  naught  public  opinion,  temperance 
opinion,  and  religious  opinion  ?  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  the  last  person  to  attempt 
to  disregard  an  expression  of  public 
opinion.  I  consider  that  any  one  who 
has  to  take  a  part  in  the  Government 
of  a  country  is  blind  unless  he  en- 
■deavours  to  recognise  what  is  the  public 
opinion,  and  to  take  account  of  it.  But 
it  does  not  follow  that  a  Government 
is  always  bound  to  act  according  to 
hastily  expressed  public  opinion.  Un- 
4]uestionably  no  Government  can  shut 
their  eyes  to  the  current  of  public 
opinion ;  if  they  do  so,  they  are  guilty  of 
folly.  I  hope  that  the  hon.  Baronet 
does  not  imagine  because  there  has  been 
a  very  considerable  demonstration  in 
Hyde  Park — why,  I  myself  demonstrated 
there — and  because  the  whole  of  the  very 
powerful  organisation  of  the  Temperance 
Association  with  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
is  connected  has  been  put  in  motion,  and 
many  resolutions  have  been  passed,  that 
'  therefore  the  Government  are  bound  to 
recognise  tliat  as  the  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  public, 
«3peoially  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  abundant  evidence  to  show  that 
resolutions  passed  at  many  of  these 
meetings  entirely  and  absolutely  mis- 
conceive not  only  the  object  but  the 
actual  proposals  of  the  Government. 
■  I  should  like  to  know  how  many  men, 
women,  or  children  who  have  attended 
these  meetings  know  anything  about 
these  proposals,  or  have  ever  seen  them. 
I  am  cerbtin  of  this,  at  least,  that  in  a 
very  large  number  of  instances  the  pro- 
posals have  been  entirely  misunderstood. 
There  is  one  thing  which  the  hon. 
Baronet  and  his  friends  have  recognised 
in  connection  with  this,  and  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  has  also  recognised  and 
acted  upon,  and  that  is  this,  that  it  is 
not  advisable  to  enter  into  full  details  of 
all  the  proposals  of  the  Government; 
that  half  the  battle  is  won  if  yon  only 
give  the  proposals  a  bad  name.  And  so 
Mr.  Sitchie 


at  various  meetings  our  Bill  has  been 
called  a  Public  House  Endowment  BilL 
Any  name  more  inappropriate  could  not 
be  given  to  the  proposals  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment,  but  it  is  quite  sufBcient  for  those 
who  attended  the  Hyde  Park  meeting, 
and  spoke  from  platforms,  to  call  tins 
Bill  a  Public  House  Endowment  Bill; 
they  do  not  want  to  know  anything 
more  about  it.  The  Government  pro- 
posal cannot  in  justice  be  designated  bjr 
that  name.  What  is  it  the  Gk>vemnient 
propose?  Why,  that  out  of  money  which 
would  not  be  raised  at  all  if  not  raised 
for  this  purpose — [Hon.  Mbmbbbs: 
"Why  not?"]  Because  we  could  not 
have  made  we  proposal.  I  imagine 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  will  not  assert  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  raise 
money  which  they  do  not  require.  [Sir 
W.  Haeoodet  :  The  Wheel  and  van 
Tax.]  What  has  the  Wheel  and  Van 
Tax  to  do  with  it?  The  right  hoa 
Gentleman  must  not  throw  a  red  herring 
across  my  path.  Money  is  wanted  for  a 
specific  purpose,  and  that  money  must 
be  raised.  I  assert  that  this  £400,000 
or  £500,000,  or  whatever  the  amount 
may  be,  would  not  have  been  raised 
except  for  this  purpose.  Whatever  the 
right  hon.  G^entleman  may  think  about 
it,  we  assert  that  our  proposals  are  that 
out  of  money  raised  from  drink  by  in- 
creased taxation,  we  empower  bodies 
elected  by  the  free  votes  of  the  people, 
whether  as  Town  Councillors  or  County 
Councillors,  to  do  that  which  they  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  doing  out  of  the 
public  rates  for  public  improvements, 
that  is  to  say,  to  buy  up  public  houses. 
What  public  improvement  could  he, 
from  the  hon.  Baronet's  point  of  view,  a 
greater  improvement  ?  This  is  called  a 
Publicans'  Endowment  BilL  Surely,  if 
it  can  be  so  called,  the  fund  must  be  one 
out  of  which  those  who  are  to  be  endowed 
have  a  right  to  have  payments  made  ta 
them.  [«  Oh  ! "]  Well,  I  do  not  know 
what  endowment  means  if  that  is  not  so. 
There  is  not  a  single  publican  or  brewer 
or  distiller  in  this  land  who  can  compel 
the  County  Councils  to  spend  one  penny 
of  this  money  upon  any  one  of  the  houses 
in  which  he  is  interested.  This  money 
is  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  popularly 
elected  body,  who  may  use  it  or  not, 
exactly  as  they  please.  It  has  been 
again  .and  again  asserted  that  by  this 
Bill  we  enable  a  publican  to  be  paid  for 
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his  house  anj  «axa  he  maj  demand. 
Anything  more  absurd  than  that  could 
not  be  conceiyed.  The  publican  has  no 
ckim  at  all.  If  he  is  paid  an  j  sum  of 
money  it  will  be  only  that  sum  which  a 
popularly  elected  body  chooses  to  give 
him.  How  can  that  be  called  endowment  ? 
I  heard  someone  one  say  sotto  voce  "  in- 
crease of  value."  [Mr.  Mundella  :  Hear, 
hear.]  The  Member  for  Sheffield  says 
that.  Let  ns  examine  that  for  a  mo- 
ment Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pre- 
pared to  have  nothing  to  do  with  any 
propoeal  for  closing  public  houses  because 
it  would  increase  the  value  of  those 
which  are  retained  ?  [Mr.  Mundella  : 
No.]  Xo  ?  So  far  as  regards  the  public 
houses  that  remain,  it  does  not  matter 
one  jot  by  what  process  the  increase  of 
value  is  caused.  It  does  not  matter 
whether  the  increase  of  value  is  caused 
by  the  sweeping  away  of  licences  or  by 
any  other  cause.  Is  the  question  of 
increase  of  value  to  be  a  bar  to  taking 
any  step  in  the  direction  of  diminishing 
the  number  of  public  houses  ?  Now,  I 
wish  to  say  something  upon  the  question 
of  public  opinion.  The  Government  re- 
alise the  importance  of  gauging  public 
opinion  on  a  matter  of  this  kind.  The  hon. 
Baronet  spoke  of  religions  communities 
and  their  opinion.  Well,  with  the 
exception  of  some  isolated  branches,  the 
position  which  the  executive  of  the 
Church  of  England  Temperance  Society 
took  up  has  been  supported  by  an 
immense  majority  of  the  Society.  Then, 
with  regard  to  Dissenting  communities, 
I  am  constantly  receiving  communica- 
tions from  distinguished  members  of 
those  bodies  showing  that  there  is  a 
very  large  body  of  opinion  amongst  them 
adverse  to  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  and  his  friends. 

Mr.  CONYBBARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  Give  us  the  names. 
*Mr.  BITCHIE  :  I  did  not  intend  to  do 
so ;  but  I  will  trouble  the  Committee  by 
giving  names.  Last  night  1  received  a 
letter  from  a  gentleman,  with  whom  I 
am  not  personally  acquainted,  but  who 
has  been  very  prominent  in  the  promo- 
tion of  a  great  many  very  good  and 
(diilanthropic  movements — Sir  George 
Hayter  Chubb.  ^Opposition  laughter.'\ 
Well,  I  understand  that  Sir  George  Hay- 
ter Chubb  is  a  very  prominent  member 
of  the  Dissenting  community.  He 
writes  to  me — 


"  Dear  Sir,— Yon  may  poBsibly  have  seen  ia 
the  Timn  of  the  2nd  inatant  a  short  letter 
from  me  stating  that  a  paragraph  which 
appeared  on  May  30th  was  inuorrect,  and  that- 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Cummitiee  of 
Privileges  waa  not  nnanimoua  in  its  vote  to 
oppose  the  Qovemment  licensing  Bill.  It  is- 
right  that  you  abonld  know  I  have  since  found, 
that  other  members  of  the  Committee  who  were 
not  present  when  the  vote  was  taken  are  in 
favour  of  the  Oovernment  proposal.  I  have 
also  received  letters  from  Wesleyan  Methodists- 
hplding  the  same  view  as  myself,  and  in 
particular  one  from  Mr.  B.  W.  Fayle,  of 
Syngefleld,  Parsonstown,  Ireland,  from  which 
the  following  is  an  extract,  which,  with  Mr. 
Fayle'a  consent,  may  be  made  public,  should 
you  so  desire  :  '  I  am  a  Methodist  of  the  third 
generation,  and  a  local  preacher  of  50  years 
standing.  I  am  also  a  Count;  Magistrate,  and 
a  Licensing  Justice,  and  I  have  to  deal  with 
that  question  very  extensively ;  at  least  100- 
casea  come  under  my  review  in  the  year.  I 
have  to  adjudicate  very  often  in  matters  of  the 
violation  of  the  Licensing  Laws,  and  I  fear- 
lessly assert  that  a  more  equitable  or  far- 
reaching  piece  of  legislation  waa  never  pro- 
posed ;  and  if  the  Government  are  inclined  to- 
withdraw  the  measure,  it  will  be  the  greatest 
blow  the  teniperance  cause  ever  got,  and  it  wilt 
heap  the  greatest  condemnation  on  those- 
people  who  oppose  the  measure ;  and  if  it  is 
withdrawn,  I  feel  assured  that  men  will  have- 
hoary  heads  before  such  another  measure  will 
be  introduced.  It  is  an  entire  mis-apprehension 
to  suppose  a  Justice  has  the  power  of  with- 
holding the  renewal  of  a  licence  except  on 
statutory  grounds.  The  present  Bill  gives  the- 
Loi'al  Authority  power  to  close  a  public  house- 
by  giving  the  publican  compensation,  not  Id. 
of  which  comes  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  tax- 
payer oui  side  the  trade,  the  6d.  pel  gallon  on 
whisky,  and  3d.  per  barrel  on  beer  farnishea 
the  fund,  and  thus  the  trade  itself  bean  the 
burden.  Ihe  abolishing  of  the  issue  of  new 
licences  will  at  once  act.  If  this  measure 
becomes  law  I  shall  set  myself  to  the  task  of 
withdrawing  licences  in  objectionable  places  iiL 
this  neighbourhood.'  Assuring  you  that  I 
shall  be  happy  to  be  of  any  further  service  in 
the  matter, 

I  am. 

Tours  very  faithfully, 

Gbohob  Hattbb  Chubb."' 

[Cries  of"  Oh,  oh !"]  Sir  George  Hayter 
Chubb  is  a  very  distinguished  member 
of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Body,  and 
although  he  may  be  wrong,  as  hon. 
Gentlemen  think  the  Government  are 
wrong,  on  this  question,  his  opinion  is  at 
least  worth  quoting.  [Mr.  Costbeabe  : 
Only  one  man.]  Bat  what  I  am 
pointing  out  is  that  the  meeting  at 
which  this  resolution  against  the  Go- 
vernment proposals  was  passed  was  by 
no  means  unanimous. 

Mr.  storey  (Sunderland)  :  He  doea 
not  say  that  any  beside  himself  objected. 
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Mayor,  on   a  show  of  hands,  was  con 
strained    to    admit    that    opinion   was 
eqoally  divided.    There  was  a  temper- 
ance meeting  at   Birkenhead    for   the 
same  pnrpose,  at  which  an  amendment 
was  carried  by  a  majorily.     At  Liverpool 
the  Government  licensing   scheme  was 
endorsed  at  a  lai^  temperance  meeting. 
At  many  other  places  temperance  meet- 
ings called  to  denounce  the  Crovemment 
measure  have  carried  resolutions  by  large 
majorities   supporting   the    proposals  of 
the  Bill.    This  shows  at  least  that  public 
opinion  is  not  all  one   way.     [Anhon. 
Member:    How  many  cases?]    I  have 
given  several  instances  as  illustrationg. 
I  think  I  need  not  go  back  upon  the 
list. 

Me.  OAINE  (Barrow-in-Furness) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gbntleman  sa^ 
whether  he  knows  of  a  dozen  oases  1 

•Mr.  RrrCHIE  :  These  thinga  are  not 
all  brought  before  me,  though  certainly 
I  have  a  very  much  larger  number  rf 
them  than  I  have  brought  with  me.  I 
have  only  taken  the  most  striking  illus- 
trations. The  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  W. 
]/iwson)  said  a  good  deal  about  oar 
proposals  in  the  Local  (Jovemment 
Bill  of  1888,  and  he  referred  to  a  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Hussell)  upon  that  Bill, 
contrasting  that  with  the  views  now 
expressed  by  the  hon.  Member.  I 
should  have  imagined  this  is  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  present 
proposals.  It  is  only  fair  to  argue 
that  if  the  hon.  Member  saw  in  our 
proposals  now  the  principle  he  de- 
nounced in  1888,  he  would  have  acted 
in  the  same  way  now  as  then.  But, 
far  from  that,  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone,  who  has  been  a 
great  worker  in  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance, has  expressed  his  approval  d 
those  proposals,  believing  that  they  are 
a  distinct  and  memorable  step  in  the 
direction  in  which  he  desires  to  go  for- 
ward. I  can,  of  course,  understand 
opposition  to  the  Bill  coming  from  quar- 
ters which  will  only  be  satisfied  by  the 
complete  sweeping  away  of  all  public 
houses  as  a  remedy  for  the  evils  we  all 
recognise.  The  more  I  see  of  the  argu- 
ments of  the  hon.  Baronet  and  his  sup- 
porters the  more  do  I  see  that  the  real 
issue  between  us  and  those  quarters  is 
whether  public  houses  are  to  be  reduced 
in  number  until  they  merely  supply  tha 


•M«.  RITCHIE  :  He  says— 

"  It  is  right  that  yoa  ihoald  know  I  have 
«inca  fonod  th^t  other  members  of  that  Com. 
mittee  who  were  not  present  when  the  vote 
was  taken  are  in  iavour  of  the  tiovemment 
proposal." 

What  I  said  was  that  he  not  only 
expressed  his  own  opinion,  but  asserted 
he  expressed  the  opinion  of  other 
members  of  the  Governing  Body.  I 
have  several  others  here.  [Cries 
of  "  Read."]  I  do  •  not  feel  myself 
justified  in  taking  up  the  time  of  the 
Committee.  I  hope  they  will  take  my 
word  that  I  have  several  other  letters. 
Well,  so  far  as  public  opinion  is  con- 
cerned, public  opinion  is  not  always 
expressed  in  one  vray  on  this  matter. 
Often  meetings  called  for  the  purpose  of 
condemning  the  Government  have  ended 
in  blessing  them.  ["  Name."]  A  meeting 
of  the  members  of  the  Cardiff  Town 
Council  was  called  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  their  opinion  upon  the 
licensing  proposals  of  the  Government, 
and  by  a  majority  of  18  to  nine  they 
expressed  their  approval  of  the  pro- 
posals. There  was  an  open-air  meeting 
in  Bamsley,  in  which  the  proposals  of 
the  Gk>vemment  were  enthusiastically 
supported,  and  I  have  had  sent  me 
the  Derby  Telegraph.  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
recognise  the  name  ?  [Sir  W.  Harcmurt  : 
Yes.]  He  will  admit,  I  suppose,  that  that 
paper  supports  the  Party  to  which  he 
belongs.  On  the  1 6th  of  May  the  Derby 
Telegraph  published  an  article  on  this 
subject  in  which  they  said — 

"  And  with  regard  to  lilr.  Ritchie's  proposals 
tvefeel  ourselves  constrained  to  admit  that  they 
meet  a  difficult  subject  in  a  broad  and  common- 
aense  method.  We  believe  we  are  far  more 
«incere  in  our  desire  to  see  the  Oovemment 
turned  out  than  >Ir.  Caine  is,  but  we  do  not 
«xpect  to  hear  them  ordered  to  quit  over  their 
compensation  ccheme.  To  he  perfectly  candid, 
we  have  no  desire  to  see  their  expulsion  in 
connection  with  a  legislative  scheme,  which, 
all  things  considered,  we  believe  to  be  equit- 
«Vile.  May  we  go  further  and  humbly  express 
)fhe  opinion  that  Mr.  Caine  will  find  a  very 
great  section  of  the  Liberal  Party  holding  the 
same  opinion." 

There,  I  am  glad  I  have  at  last  arrived  at 
an  authority  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby  will  recognise. 
I  have  also  the  report  of  a  meeting  at 
Gateshead,  called  and  presided  over  by 
the  Mayor  for  the  purpose  of  denouncing 
the    Gktvemment    proposals,    and    the 
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wants  of  the  localities,  or  whether  the 
present  condition  of  things  shall  remain 
until  proposals  are  made  by  which 
pnblic  houses  shall  be  svrept  awaj 
altogether.  If  the  hon.  Baronet  imagines 
that  the  time  is  likely  to  arrive  within 
s  period  which  any  of  us  are  likely 
to  see  when  pubUo  houses  shall  be 
altogether  swept  away,  in  my  opinion  ho 
is  entirely  and  absolutely  mistaken.  I 
do  not  believe  that,  however  mhoh  we 
may  give  the  control  of  these  matters  to 
the  Local  Authorities,  the  time  will  ever 
arrive  when  those  bodies  will  be  able  to 
&oe  the  storm  that  would  arise  in  case 
they  attempted  to  deal  with  this  subject 
in  the  drastic  manner  advocated  by  the 
hon.  Baronet.  The  question  that  the 
Government  put  to  themselves  was 
whether  they  should  sit  still  and  do 
nothing  to  mitigate  the  evils  which  they, 
equally  with  hon.  Members  opposite, 
recognise  until  the  time  arrives  when 
the  matter  can  be  dealt  with  in  the  way 
the  hon.  Baronet  desires.  The  Govern* 
ment  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  is  their  duty,  instead  of  taking  that 
oonrse,  to  endeavour  by  some  moderate 
proposal  such  as  we  have  made  to  deal 
with  this  great  question  of  the  licensing 
of  public  houses,  though  even  slightly. 
We  do  not  profess  that  our  proposal  is  a 
large  one,  bat  we  deny  that  it  will  in  any 
way  interfere  with  that  which  the  hon. 
Buonet  desires  to  promote.  We  are 
prepwed  to  safegnanl  our  proposal  in 
every  possible  way,  and  to  accept  the 
Amendment  which  stands  upon  the 
Paper  in  the  name  of  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Great  Grimsby,  which,  if  inserted 
in  the  Bill,  ought  to.dispel  all  fears  enter- 
tained fay  the  hon.  Baronet  and  his 
friends — I  say  it  ought  to,  I  do  not  say 
it  will — all  fenrs  as  to  the  way  in  which 
this  Bill  may  hamper  Parliament  in 
dealing  with  this  question  when  it  comes 
to  be  dealt  with  in  a  larger  and  fuller 
manner.  We  insert  in  the  Bill  pro- 
visions which  will  prevent  public  houses 
now  existing  from  being  considered  to  be 
of  increased  value,  for  the  purposes  of  any 
fatore  legislation,  owing  to  the  operation 
of  this  measure ;  and,  speaking  honestly 
and  sincerely,  I  cannot  conceive  on  what 
grounds  and  with  what  object  the  so- 
called  Temperance  Parfy  are  opposing 
the  Government  in  so  bitter  and  hostile 
a  manner.  I  deeply  regret  that  the 
Govenunent  should  be  at  issue  with  the 


very  people  whom  we  desired  to 
conciliate.  I  do  not  expect  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  Front  Bench  below  the 
Gangway  to  accept  my  statement ;  but 
I  hope  that  those  who  know  me  will 
believe  me  when  I  say  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  bitter  regret  to  the  Government  to 
find  themselves  in  opposition  to  those 
whom  they  sought  to  conciliate  by  this 
proposal.  The  hon.  Baronet  has  asked 
why  in  this  case  the  Government  do  not 
abandon  their  proposal.  We  do  not 
intend  to  abandon  it.  We  believe  that 
the  operation  of  this  Bill  will  be  entirely 
in  the  direction  of  that  which  the 
friends  of  temperance  have  at  heart,  and 
that,  when  the  time  comes  for  doing 
that  which  I  have  always  been  in  favour 
of,  namely,  transferring,  under  proper 
conditions,  the  licensing  power  to 
popularly-elected  bodies — it  will  be  found 
that  the  present  proposal  of  the  Gktvem- 
ment  will  have  operated  in  the  direction 
of  temperance. 

•(7.10.)  Mh.  CAMERON  CORBBTT 
(Glasgow,  Tradeston)  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  expressed  regret  at  find- 
ing himself  in  opposition  to  those  whom 
he  sought  to  conciliate,  and  I  can  assure 
him  that  a  great  numbsr  of  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  Government  proposals 
oppose  a  Unionist  Government  with  the 
greatest  reluctance.  Many  of  us  have 
felt  so  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Unionist 
(»use  that  we  have  been  willing  to  see 
a  large  number  of  Temperance  measures 
we  have  had  strongly  at  heart  post- 
poned, and  we  have  been  the  more 
ready  to  acquiesce  in  this  believing 
in  the  steady  growth  of  temper- 
ance sentiments  outside  the  House, 
and  that  delay  only  strengthened  the 
temperance  position.  There  is  not  one 
of  those  who  belong  to  that  section  of  the 
party  who  would  not  gladly  have  accepted 
this  measure  if  they  had  felt  that  it  was 
the  smallest  advance  in  the  right 
direction.  We,  however,  could  not 
disguise  from  ourselves  that  its  pro- 
visions will  build  up  a  wall  in  front  of 
temperance  progress.  This  Bill  has  met 
with  the  unanimous  support  of  the 
liquor  interest.  That  it  has  the  ^I 
but  unanimous  condemnation  of  the 
Temperance  Party  throughout  the 
country  has  been  only  emphasised  and 
made  more  clear  by  the  way  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  sought  to  bring 
before   the   House     solitary   individual 
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instances  in  connection  with  the  Tem- 
perance Party  where  support  has  been 
given  to  the  Bill.  The  one  individoal 
who,  on  the  executive  of  the  Wesleyan 
Church,  supported  the  Bill  has  been 
specially  mentioned  in  a  letter  in  the 
Times,  and  has  been  brought  before 
the  House  to-night.  As  to  the  amount 
that  is  set  aside  to  buy  np  licences, 
analysis  will  show  that  with  that 
sum  it  will  take  half  a  century  to 
buy  np  1-lOth  of  the  public  hou83S. 
This  ground  of  complaint  is  not 
lessened  by  the  answer  given  by 
the  right  hon.  Cbntleman  to  the  depu- 
tation from  the  Church  of  England 
Temperance  Society.  The  President  of 
the  Local  Oovernment  Board  remarked 
that  there  were  licences  that  would 
be  of  little  or  no  value  if  the 
houses  were  properly  conducted.  It 
follows  that  public  money  is  to  be 
used  to  buy  up  houses  becanse 
they  have  been  badly  conducted. 
We  are  told  the  Bill  will  not  strengthen 
the  case  for  compensation  :  but  could  a 
CountyCoancil  buy  out  the  worstlicences 
because  they  were  nuisances,  and  after- 
wards as  the  Licensing  Authority  and 
acting  on  public  g^unds  refuse  the 
renewal  of  a  liocnca  to  a  well-conducted 
house  bacause  it  was  not  required  in  the 
public  interests  ?  Would  it  not  appear  a 
flagrant  injustice  that  a  badly-con- 
ducted honse  should  be  treated  on  more 
liberal  terms  than  a  well-conducted 
house?  In  fact,  the  putting  of  a  pre- 
mium on  bad  houses  would  tempt  publi- 
cans to  compete  in  the  misconduct  of 
their  houses  for  the  sake  of  being  bought 
out  on  their  own  terms.  I  have  heard  it 
denied  that  the  publican  will  be  bought 
out  on  his  own  tarms,  but  I  think  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  the  statement 
that  if  a  County  Council  finds  that 
a  public  house  is  a  nuisance  and  should 
be  done  away  with,  in  all  probability 
the  I  publican  is  not  anxious  to  leave,  and 
the  inducement  to  him  to  do  so  must  be 
on  the  most  liberal  terms.  We  are 
apt  to  be  misled  when  we  are  told  that 
public  houses  have  been  acquired  by 
Local  Authorities,  and  that  that  forms  in 
any  degree  such  a  precedent  for  compen- 
sation as  we  would  have  furnished  in 
this  BilL  Up  to  this  time  no  publican 
has  received  payment,  simply  because  it 
was  held  that  there  were  too  many 
public  houses  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Mr,  Cameron  Corbett 


Licences  have  been  granted  on  the 
theory  that  public  houses  were  required 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  community,  and 
now,  for  the  first  time,  it  is  said  that 
public  money  is  to  be  spent  in  buying 
them  up  simply  because  the  numbn^ 
of  public  houses  is  in  excess  of  the 
public  demand.  I  do  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  even  yet  take  warning.  I  hope 
the  bye-elections  which  have  taken  place 
in  the  country  when  the  question  of 
compensation  has  been  before  consti- 
tuencies will  not  be  without  efect 
Remember  Ayr  and  Sonthampton. 
"The  Ayr  election  turned  entirely 
upon  the  compensation  question,  and 
the  estrangement  of  the  Temper- 
ance Party  lost  the  representatiott 
of  Ayr  for  the  Unionist  cause.  I 
do  trust  the  Government  will  take 
warning  from  recent  elections  and  not 
follow  a  course  which  will  seriously 
endanger  the  Unionist  cause  we  have 
at  heart  by  pressing-  these  clauses,  bat 
will  still  enable  those  temperance 
Unionists  who  are  prepared  to  postpooe 
the  temperance  cause  to  the  claims  of 
unionism  to  co-operate  with  them  in  the 
main  object  for  which  the  Grovemment 
was  elected. 

(7.22.)  Me.  ISAACSON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney)  :  I  regret  very  niudi 
the  attitude  temperance  advocates  have 
taken  np.  I  have  called  a  meeting  of 
my  constituents  in  Stepney,  and  I  took 
a  sort  of  plebiscite,  the  result  of  which  i» 
that  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  this  Bill  is 
there  r^^rded  as  being,  in  every  sense, 
a  temperance  measure.  To-day  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  a  lady,  the 
honorary  secretary  of  a  temperance 
society,  who,  after  complimenting  me 
for  sending  her  a  subscription,  protests 
a(;ainst  the  ignoring  of  the  fair  claims  of 
publicans  to  a  reasonable  amount  for 
goodwill,  but  thinks  that  the  utmost  that 
should  be  conceded  is  &  fixed  tenure  for 
five  years,  and  that  it  is  wrong  that  they 
should  have  a  permanent  interest  in  a 
national  disgrace.  She  has  no  pity  for 
rich  brewers  and  distillers,  but  does  oot 
wish  to  hurt  the  publican  as  a  trader. 
By  shotting  the  door  against  this  Bill, 
the  Temperance  Party  will  throw  back 
their  cause  for  20  years.  I  was  present 
at  a  meeting  in  the  Blast  of  London  which 
was  largely  attended  by  publicans,  and  I 
did  not  find  that  they  had  any  desire  to 
claim  compansation  on  the  scale  repre- 
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Rented  by  (he  opponents  of  this  Bill. 
The  hon.  Baronet  ihe  Member  for 
Cockermonth  takes  the  part  of  the 
pablicans  against  tbe  brewers,  and  there 
is  pcaeiblj  g;ood  reason  for  it.  No  doubt 
the  pablican  has  been  for  many  years  a 
batt  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  I 
know  a  recent  case  in  which  a  man  in- 
vested his  savings  of  £500  in  a  house, 
the  goodwill  of  which  was  valued  at 
£2,000 ;  the  brewer,  who  was  to  supply 
the  beer,  advanced  Xl,200,  and  a  dis- 
tiller £300 ;  and  under  this  scheme  the 
brewer  and  distiller  will  take  the  com- 
pensation and  the  pablican  will  never 
Teoover  his  £500.  This  is  the  weak  part 
of  the  Bill.  The  clauses  will' hare  to  be 
amended  so  as  to  protect  the  publican  as 
against  the  brewer  and  the  distiller. 
The  Grovemment  need  not  care  about 
brewers  who  have  turned  their  business 
into  a  limited  liability  company ;  their 
concern  ought  to  be  for  the  common 
domestic  shareholder.  It  is  the  pablican 
who  ought  to  be  considered,  and 
under  the  Bill  he  is  not  considered. 
Well,  now,  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Barrow,  in  the  speech  which 
he  made  on  the  introduction  of  the  Bill, 
mentioned  the  prices  of  public  houses  in 
his  own  neighbourhood.  He  put  tbe 
Talne  at  a  sum  of  £5,000  or.  £6,000 
apiece.  Now,  I  have  taken  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  to  ascertain  at  what  cost  a 
number  of  these  public  houses  could  be 
bought  up,  and  I  will  venture  to  assert 
that  I  could  clear  away  100  public 
honsea  in  the  East  End  of.  London  at  a 
cost  of  £250  each.  In  that  part  of 
London  whora  the  population  is  greater 
than  in  any  part  of  the  Metropolis  the 
public  houses  are  very  close  together.  I 
shonld  be  ghid  to  subscribe  a  sum  of 
money  sufBcient  to  clear  away  one  house, 
in  Older  to  show  my  sincerity  in  the 
cause  of  temperance.  If  this  Bill 
enables  us  to  clear  away  these  houses  at 
so  small  a  price,  surely  it  is  a  Temper- 
anoe  Bill.  I  attended  a  meeting  in  the 
East  End  of  London  the  other  day,  and 
there  I  was  told  by  men  who  looked  at 
this  matter  from  a  business  point  of 
view  that  the  public  houses  were  much 
too  close  together,  and  that  many 
publicans  would  be  only  too  glad  not 
merely  to  be  bought  oat,  but  to  get  back 
the  money  they  had  invested  in  the 
public  houses,  so  that  they  might  go  into 
some  other  business.  I  attended,  too,  the 
VOL.  CCCXLV.      [thibd  bbbiks.] 


meeting  in  Hyde  Park^  and  listened  to 
all  the  speeches  that  I  possibly  could.  I 
found  that  exactly  the  same  argument 
was  used  at  each  platform.  The  publicans 
were  denounced  for  doing  the  mischief, 
but  now  we  are  told  that  it  is  the  brewert- 
and  the  distillers.  I  think  that  the 
vijiorous  and  spirited  speech  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  clear  many  hazy 
ideas  from  the  minds  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  object  to  the  Bill  solely  from  a  party 
point  of  view.  I  only  wish  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  would  ascertiin  the  feeling 
of  their  constituents  on  this  point.  If 
the  Bill  gave  the  pablicans  a  vested 
interest  and  undue  advantages  I  should 
oppose  it  without  the  slightest  hesitation. 
But  I  believe  that  it  will  do  a  vast 
amount  of  good  in  the  country,  and  that  . 
it  will  give  great  assistance  to  the 
temperance  cause,  and,  therefore,  I  trust 
that  hon.  Members  will  be  found  voting 
in  the  right  Lobby  when  we  go  to  a 
Division. 

•(7.35.)  Mr.  WINTERBOTHAM 
(Gloucester,  Cirencester) :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
voting  according  to  the  views  he  has-- 
just  expressed.  There  are  Amendments  - 
on  the  Paper  which  limit  the  compen- 
sation to  the  actual  holder  of  the  licence,  . 
and  I  suppose  that  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  spoken,  will  vote  for  those 
Amendments.  1  should  like  to  hear  moro 
speeches  of  the  same  sort  from  these 
Benches.  It  would  have  been  better 
for  the  Government  to  have  done  nothing 
than  to  have  brought  in  proposals  which 
will  throw  back  the  temperance  cause  for 
half  a  century.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  stated  that  in  view  of  the 
enormous  increase  in.  the  dr.'nk  bill  of  ' 
the  nation  the  Government  felt  that  they 
could  not  sit  still  with  folded  hands  and 
wait  for  the  introduction  of  a  larger 
measure,  but  they  had  better  have  done 
that  than  bring  in  this  BiU,  and  w& 
cannot  forget  that  similar  proposals 
were  made  before  the  Drink  Bill  waH. 
known.  The  right  hon.  Gentlemam 
said  that  no  pressure  had  been  brought, 
to  bear  upon  the  Government  by  the 
drink  trade. 

•Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  was  spsaking  of  the 
initiation  of  the  measure. 

•Mr.     WINTERBOTHAM:     I     quite- 
accept  the  statement  of  the  right  hpn.. 
2  G 
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Gentleman  that  the  initiation  of  this 
measure  was  due  to  honest  enough 
motives.  But  I  do  suggest  to  the  right 
hoo.  Gentleman  that  he  cannot  disguise 
from  himself  any  loager  the  fact  that  the 
people  in  whose  interests  this  measure  was 
brought  forward,  as  he  says — the  Temper- 
ance Party — have  universally  repro- 
bated it.  In  fact,  they  detest  it — and 
although  one  Wesleyan  Methodist  has 
been  found  who  approves  of  it — Wesleyan 
Methodists  are  occasionally  crotchety — 
it  will  be  found  that  temperance 
reformers  generally  are  opposed  to  it. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  blind 
himself  to  the  fact  that  the  great  body 
of  temperance  reformers  throughout 
the  pountry  are  against  it,  and  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  proposals 
of  the  Government  meet  with  the 
warmest  support  and  appreciation  of 
those  people  who  have  always  been 
opposed  to  temperance  reform.  In 
whose  interests  is  thu  legislation 
proposed  ?  It  seems  to  me  there  are  six 
distinct  intarests,  all  separate  and, 
.  morj  or  less,  conflicting.  The  first  is 
that  of  the  lic3ncee  ;  tho  sacond,  that  of 
the  consuming  public  ;  tho  third,  that 
of  the  general  public  who  are  not 
customers :  the  fourth,  that  of  the  tax- 
payers ;  the  fifth,  that  of  the  owners 
of  the  property  behind  the  licencee ; 
and  the  sixth,  that  of  the  manufacturers 
of  alcoholic  beverages.  Now,  I  believe 
firmly  that  as  regards  five  out  of  six  of 
these  classes  their  interests  will  not  be 
served,  but  will  be  prejudiced  by  this  Bill ; 
and  I  hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to  show 
that  in  the  course  of  the  few  remarks 
I  am  about  to  make.  Let  us  take  first 
the  case  of  the  licence  holder.  How  do 
the  proposals  affect  him,  and  what  is  his 
cass  t  I  speak  now  for  the  country  only, 
and  not  for  the  towns.  Possibly  in  the  big 
cities  of  the  Empire  different  ■  condi- 
tions may  prevail,  but  I  have  been  a  li- 
censing raas^istrate  for  nearly  twenty-five 
years,  and  I  think  I  can  speak  with  some 
authority  as  to  the  public  houses  in  the 
country.  So  far  as  the  bond  fide  hotel- 
keeper  or  grocer  are  concerned,  I  believe 
it  is  absurd  to  apply  the  same  law  to 
such  as  to  a  shop  where  merely  drink  is 
sold.  I  think  the  law  should  be  quite  dis- 
tinct for  such  different  cases.  Twenty-five 
years  ago  the  publican  was  a  free  man 
doing  a  free  trade,  and  I  appeal  to  hon. 
Membsrs  who  are  Licensing  Magistrates 
Mr.  Winterbotham 


whetlter  I  am  not  right  in  saying  that 
the  vety  reversagis  now  the  case.  In 
those  days  there  was  a  fair  and  honest 
competition.  It  was  a  free  publican's 
interest  to  supply  the  best  class  of  articles 
at  the  cheapest  possible  rate,  but  now  a 
change  has  come  over  the  trade,  and 
during  the  last  25  years  —  and  cer- 
tainly in  a  marked  degree  within  the 
la.st  12  to  15  years — the  great  majority 
of  the  houses  in  the  country  districts 
with  which  I  am  acquainted  have  been 
bought  over  the  heads  of  the  free 
publicans  and  converted  into  tied  houses, 
in  the  County  of  Gbucester  there  are 
four  companies  which  possess  no  fewer 
than  664  tied  houses.  In  one  village 
there  are  seven  bouses,  all  belonging  to 
one  company.  In  another  village  there 
are  five  tied  houses  belonging  to  different 
companies ;  as  a  rule,  the  publican  is 
a  mere  servant  of  the  owner  of  the  hoxise. 
In  some  cas3S  he  is  even  paid  wages; 
more  frequently  he  is  paid  accordii^  to 
the  profits  made  and  the  amount  he  sells. 
And  hon.  Members  must  know  how  fre- 
quently it  happens  that  when  a  publican 
is  brought  before  «  Bench  for  some 
breach  of  the  Licensing  Laws,  the  solici- 
tor who  appeahs  to  defend  him  throws 
him  over  immediately  a  suggestion  is 
made  that  the  licence  may  be  endorsed, 
and  promises  at  once  "  that  a  new  and  res- 
pectable tenant  shall  be  obtained."  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  these  publicans  are  in 
some  cases  as  described  in  Mr.  Jameti' 
pamphlet,  in  a  state  of  servitude.  Now, 
I  have  always  contended  that  the 
publican  is  entitled  to  fair  consideration. 
I  have  always  said  that  I  would  give 
every  man  who  is  the  holder  of  a  Uoence, 
subject  to  good  behaviour,  a  10  years'  life 
interest.  If  that  were  done,  there  wonld 
be  no  question  of  turning  a  man,  his 
wife,  and  13  children  suddenly  into  the 
streets  to  starve,  because  he  would  be 
allowed  10  years  in  which  to  find  out 
another  trade,  by  means  of  which  he 
could  earn  a  livelihood.  I  repeat,  1 
would  give  every  publican,  subject  to 
good  behaviour,  and  subject  to  bis  life,  a 
10  years'  licence,  and  by  the  operation  of 
such  a  scheme  we  should  year  by  year 
reduce  the  number  of  licensed  houses 
in  the  country  without  a  single  sixpence 
expense  to  the  National  E!xcheqner. 
There  was  a  case  which  came  be- 
fore the  Liverpool  Chancery  Court  the 
other  day.     It  was  the  case  of  "GiiiK 
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r.  Hands,"  and  it  transpired  that  the 
defendant  had  refused  certain  beer  from 
tbe  phuntiS  on  the  f^)und  that  it .  was 
not  good.  Chancellor  Bristowe,  however, 
held  that  Gaine,  the  brewer,  was  entitled 
to  enforce  his  covenant  on  all  points,  not- 
withstanding the  complaint  as  to  the 
qoalitj  of  the  beer.  And  let  it  be  re-  j 
membered  that  these  tied  houses  do  not 
merely  confine  the  tenant  to  purchasing 
the  beer  of  one  firm  alone.  The  system 
provides  that  he  shall  purchnse  his  wines, 
spirits,  and  sometimes  even  his  aerated 
waters,  and,  in  fitct,  he  is  given-  no 
liberty  at  all.  Now,  the  second  man 
whose  interest  is  to  be  considered  is  the 
customer.  I  have  already  instanced  the 
case  of  a  village  in  which  there  are 
seven  licensed  houses.  These  seven 
shops  are  doing  what  three  shops  oould 
do  eqnally  well,  and  it  is  the  customer 
who  has  to  pay  the  expense  involved  by 
the  greater  number  of  establishments. 
Let  ns  take  a  case  of  the  village  in 
which  there  are  five  houses — ^they  are 
rated  at  £49  2s.  6d.  in  the  a^regate. 
They  were  worth  two  or  three  hundred 
pounds  a  piece — at  the  outside  £1,500 
— but,  owing  to  the  competition  of 
the  brewers,  they  have  been  sold  for 
£4,000.  Who  has  to  pay  the  interests  ? 
It  is,' 1  venture  to  say,  the  unhapy  cus- 
tomer. You  create  a  monopoly,  you 
have  only  one  tap,  and  the  interests  of 
the  customer  are  in  no  way  consulted. 
Thirdly,  I  come  to  the  case  of  the 
general  public  outside.  What,  I  would 
ask,  is  the  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion which  uses  public  bouses.  I  am 
speaking,  of  course,  for  the  country, 
and,  providing  that  one  in  every 
seven  is  the  head  of  a  family,  by  the 
time  yon  have  deducted  nine-tenths  of 
the  women  and  children,  all  the  temper- 
ance fold,  all  the  upper  class,  all  the  pro- 
fessional class,  75  per  cent,  of  the  trades- 
men, a  proportion  of  the  more  highly- 
cultured  of  the  working  classes,  one  is 
driven  to  the  conclusion  that  not  more 
than  one-fifth  of  the  population,  say  400 
in  a  village  of  2,000  inhabitants,  enter 
the  public  house  at  all.  Then  how 
about  the  interests  of  the  other  four- 
fifths  t  I  am  no  &matic  teetotaller.  I 
would  give  people  reasonable  facilities 
to  do  what  they  think  right,  so  long 
at  they  do  not  infringe  the  liberties 
of  others;  but  I  do  suggest  that  we 
onght    to    allow    theae    four-fifths    to 


have  some  voice,  and  we  ought  not  to 
force  on  them  these  public  houses  when 
they  do  not  want  them.  If  they  believe 
honestly  that  this  trade  is  the  cause  of 
crime,  poverty,  and  misery,  which  exists 
in  their  midst,  we  ought  not  to  prevent 
them  putting  a  stop  to  the  cause  which 
produces  such  effects.  Why  should  not 
they  be  able  to  do  as  they  wish  in  this 
matter  ?  Next  we  come  to  the  position 
of  the  taxpayer.  This  is  not  a  question 
of  £300,000  or  £400,000  ;  it  involves 
more  likely  a  sum  of  £250,000,000.  We 
have  had  some  fallacious  arguments  put 
before  us  in  this  connection.  The  Under 
Secretary  for  the  Treasury,  in  a  speech 
at  Marlborough  the  other  day,  said  that 
the  money  was  to  be  provided  by  the 
trade  themselves,  whereas  he  knows 
every  penny  will  come  out  of  the  pocket 
of  the  consumer;  while  the  Attorney 
General,  in  a  speech  at  Ventnor  on  the 
22  nd  May,  said — 

■'  He  had  received  numerous  letters  from  Con- 
servative«  and  others,  begging;  and  imploring 
him  to  use  his  ioflnnnce  towards  the  withdrawal 
of  the  proposals.  He  had  read  them  carefully 
and  replied  to  each  one  carefully  .... 
If  the  Government  propusals  involved  pay- 
mnnts  from  current  rates,  the  action  of  temper- 
aiioo  people  would  be  justified.  Thus  taking 
his  stand  entirely  on  the  ground  that  the 
money  to  be  used  for  compensation  was  not 
public  property ! " 

What  I  would  point  out  is  that  the 
extinction  of  a  few  licences  would  neces- 
sarily enhance  the  value  of  the  re- 
mainder. And  now  I  come  to  the  case  of 
the  property  owners.  We  will  say  there 
are  20  houses,  each  of  the  value  of  £200, 
but  suddenly  one  is  given  n  licence,  and 
the  value  of  that  one  house  goes  up 
300  per  cent,  to  £600,  while  the  value 
of  the  remaining  19  is  reduced  15  per 
cent,  to  £170.  The  £600  house  holds 
a  monopoly,  and  makes  a  lot  of 
money,  but  yon  do  not  attempt  to  com- 
pensate the  owners  of  the  19  houses.  If 
the  monopoly  is  removed  the  £600  house 
will  again  become  of  the  value  of  only 
£200,  but  the  other  19  houses  will 
recover  their  position  and  become  each 
of  the  value  of  £200,  so  that  the  segre- 
gate value  is  unchanged,  and  I  should 
like  to  know  why  the  tax-payer  should 
compensate  the  owner  of  the  one  honse. 
The  unfortunate  tax-payer  has  to  jAaj 
the  game  of  "  Heads  I  win ;  tails  yon 
lose" — he  is  to  compensate  losses  and 
not  to  particioate  in  profits.  I  maintain 
2  G  2   * 
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that  the  property  owner  is  the  only  man 
who  will  benefit  andor  this  Bill.  I  main- 
tain that  this  House  has  a  perfect  right, 
under  the  existing  law,  to  deal  as  it 
thinks  best  with  the  liquor  traffic. 
Though  we  have  given  a  monopoly,  we 
have,  I  maintain,  been  always  extremely 
careful  to  guard  that  monopoly  by 
making  the  licence  yearly.  I  maintain 
that  these  proposals  are  an  insidious 
way  of  counteracting  recent  decisions 
of  the  Law  Courts  by  raising  such  a 
barrier  as  will  effectually  prevent  public 
housss  being  decreased  by  magisterial 
action.  It  is  perfectly  impossible  to 
conceive  that  any  Bench  of  Magis- 
trates would  be  so  unjust,  or  un- 
fair,  as  to  take  away  a  man's  licence 
merely  upon  the  ground  that  there 
were  too  many,  while  the  County  Council 
were  giving  money  payments  out  of  a 
public  fund  with  the  identical  object  The 
Home  Secretary  said  it  would  be  an  argu- 
ment for  the  Bench  to  shut  up  a 
public  house  without  compensation  if  the 
owner  had  refused  fair  termsoSered  by  the 
County  Council.  I  never  heard  of  any- 
thing more  unfitir  than  that.  English 
Magistrates  are  too  honourable  to  act  in 
such  a  way.  I  denounce  these  proposals 
as  being  in  the  interests  of  a  gigantic 
monopoly.  1  appeal  to  good  men  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  not  to  allow 
this  to  be  a  Party  question.  I  appeal  to 
my  own  leaders  to  make  a  bridge 
for  the  Government  to  retire  easily 
from  proposals  which  are  against  the 
religion,  morality,  and  good  feeling  of  the 
whole  country.  I  appeal  to  my  l^ers  to 
make  it  easy  for  them  to  withdraw. 
This  is  too  serious  a  matter  to  be  risked 
by  mere  Party  considerations.  I  believe 
the  proposals  are  fraught  with  the  greatest 
danger  to  the  highest  and  best  interests 
of  the  country,  and  I  believe  it  will 
be  found  that  as  they  are  realised 
and  become  known  they  will  be  opposed 
by  all  sober  men. 

(8.5.)  Mb.  LLEWELLYN  (Somerset, 
N.) :  There  is  a  great  deal  of  what  has 
been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  in  which 
I  cordially  concur,  especially  as  regards 
"  tied  houses."  For  my  own  part,  I  far 
prefer  the  innkeeper  who  owns  his 
house  to  the  tenants  of  large  companies. 
The  houses  of  the  former  are  gene- 
rally far  better  conducted  than  those 
of  the  latter.  In  cases  where  a 
pian  has  been  obliged  to  increase  the 
Mr.  Winterbotham 


value  of  his  premises,  in  order  to  retain 
his  licence — I  mean  where  outhonseS' 
and  buildings  have  fallen  into  disrepair, 
and  the  man  is  obliged  to  put  his  hand  in 
his  pocket— surely  such  a  man  is  en- 
titled to  some  consideration.  I  hope  the 
Committee  will  not  be  misled  by  what 
has  been  said  with  regard  to  the  ez' 
cessive  value  paid  for  some  houses  by 
large  companies.  I  know  of  one  cb8» 
where  a  property  realised  double  the 
reserve  price  put  upon  it.  Such  prices  are 
ridiculous,  and  it  would  be  absurd  to 
think  that  the  County  Council  would 
take  them  into  consideration,  or  be  mil- 
led by  them.'  I  think  that  where  a  man 
has  been  called  upon  to  improve  hi» 
property  at  his  own  expense  the  House 
will  agree  with  me  that  he  is  entitled  to 
compensation. 

*(8.10.)  Mb.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Car- 
narvonshire,  Eifion):  The  disclaimer  of 
the  Government  of  any  association  with 
the  licensed  victuallers  shows  that  they 
are  ashamed  of  their  clients  in  this 
matter. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE:  Why? 

*Me.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  You  dis- 
claimed any  connection  with  the  licensed 
victuallers.     Why  1 

•Mb.  RITCHIE:  What  I  stated  was  in 
answer  to  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Cockermouth,  who  said  that  the  rea- 
son we  had  brought  this  measure  for- 
ward was  because  of  the  pressure  which 
the  licensed  victuallers  had  brought  to 
bear.  I  explained  that  there  had  been 
no  pressure  whatever  from  either  puWi- 
cans  or  brewers  in  connection  with  the 
proposals. 

•Mb.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  unfortunately  stated  the 
reason  why  they  brought  forward  thift 
proposal.  It  was  because  of  the  increased 
consumption  of  drink.  What  surprises 
me  is,  if  there  was  no  pressure  from  the 
trade,  how  it  was  that  proposals  analogous 
to  them  were  made  two  years  ago  when 
there  was  no  increase  but  an  actual 
diminution  in  the  consumption  of  drink. 

•Me.  RITCHIE :  The  reason  we  made 
the  proposals  two  years  ago  was  that 
we  were  then  instituting  a  great  scheme 
of  Local  Government.  We  were  trans- 
furring  the  municipal  duties  of  the 
Justices  to  an  Elective  Body,  and  I  con- 
sidered that  we  should  not  be  present- 
ing a  complete  scheme  to  the  HouM  if 
we  did  not  transfer    the    granting  o£ 
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matter,  for  the  purpose  of  mj  argu- 
ment, 'whether  thej  all  belong  to  one 
owner  or  not.  The  County  CounoO  buys 
one  of  the  licences  at  i£500,  and  the 
value  of  the  remaining  five  licences  is 
immediately  increased,  and  the  County 
Council  would  have  to  pay  that  increased 
value,  or  the  licencee  would  refuse  to 
sell. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Long, 
Wilts,  Devizes):  Thehon.  Member  haa  not 
noticed  that  in  Clause  9  it  is  proposed 
that  no  licence  which  it  is  desired  to  pur- 
chase should  acquire  any  additional  value 
by  virtue  of  the  Bill. 
*Mb.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  I  think  the 
hon.  G^tleman  must  have  misread  his 
own  Bill,  because  on  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  himself  stated  that 
the  clause  in  question  has  reference  only 
to  subsequent  legislation,  and  not  to 
the  tying  down  of  the  puiohase 
money  under  this  Bill.  But  even  sup- 
posing the  clause  is  extended  by  Amend- 
ment in  Committee,  so  as  to  prohibit  the 
County  Council  from  paying  for  a  house 
any  increased  value  which  accrues  to  it 
from  the  purchase  of  rival  houses,  the 
owner  in  that  case  would  refuse  to  sell 
unless  he  got  his  price.  He  would 
prefer  to  keep  his  licence  and  reap  the 
additional  value  himself.  Therefore  the 
Bill  will  bo  entirely  unworkable.  Surely, 
if  one  of  the  six  licences  is  purchased 
for  £500,  the  remaining  five  will  be  worth 
£600  each.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
increase  in  value  would  be  the  exact 
arithmetical  proportion  in  the  case  of 
houses  wide  apart ;  in  such  a  case  it  is  to 
be  hoped  there  would  be  some  diminution 
in  the  total  amount  of  drinking ;  but 
where  the  houses  are  close  together,  the 
increased  value  consequent  upon  the 
extinction  of  a  rival  house  would  very 
nearly  be  in  arithmetical  proportion. 
The  surviving  licences  would,  therefore, 
be  made  more  expensive  and  more 
difficult  to  purchase  than  before,  and 
the  County  Councils  would  refuse  to 
continue  the  operation.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  derided 
the  Mover  of  the  Amendment  on 
the  ground  that  he  has  not  provided  any 
machinery  for  the  working  of  his  pro- 
posal. What  sort  of  machinery  has  the 
Government  provided  for  the  working  of 
their  proposal?      Why,  it  will  become 


licences  from  tiie  Justices  to  the  Elective 

•Me.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  If  the  right 
hon.  Clentleman  had  simply  proposed  the 
transfer  of  the  administration  from  the 
Magistrates  to  the  County  Council  no 
•opposition  would  have  been  raised  on  this 
«ide  of  the  House;  but  he  superadded 
the  restriction  that  the  County  Council 
'CouId  not  exercise  the  power  of  stopping 
a  licence  without  compensating  the 
publican,  thus  imposing  an  obligation 
which  the  Magistrates  do  not  lie  under. 
What  was  the  impelling  motive  of  the 
-Government  in  imposing  that  restriction  ? 

•Me.  RITCHIE :  Justice. 

•Me.  BRYN  ROBERTS  :  Oh,  justice ! 
The  House  will  appreciate  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  position,  and  I  will  not  press 
the  point  further.  The  right  hon. 
^ntleman  proceeded  to  deny  that  there 
was  a  strong  expression  of  public  opinion 
against  the  Bill.  He  has  been  pressed  to 
specify  the  instances  in  which  public 
meetings  have  declared  in  favour  of  the 
proposals  of  the  Government,  and  he 
mentioned  four,  together  with  the  CardifE 
Town  Council.  'Hie  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, however,  refrained  from  stating 
the  number  of  resolutions  which  have 
been  received  from  public  meetings 
■oi^xised  to  ■  the  Government  proposals. 
"thB  right  hon.  Gentleman  complains  that 
these  meetings  did  not  understand  what 
th^  were  discussing,  because  they  con- 
stantly referred  to  the  Bill  as  one  for  the 
-endowment  of  public  houses.  He  says 
that  there  is  no  endowment  of  the  licence 
under  this  Bill ;  because  the  licencee 
-cannot  compel  the  County  Council  to 
purchase.  But  the  licencee  can  decline 
to  allow  the  County  Council  to  stop  a 
«ingte  licence  except  on  the  terms  he 
himself  chooses.  If  he  chooses  to  put  a 
ridiculous  price  on  his  licence,  then  the 
■Oouniy  Council  either  must  pay  that 
ridiculous  price  or  things  must  remain  as 
■they  are. 

•Me.  RITCHIE  :  Only  his  own  licence. 

•Mb.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  Is  it  to  be 
supposed  that  a  man  will  not  put  a 
ridiculous  price  on  his  licence.  As 
■every  man  always  does,  he  will  put  the 
most  liberal  estimate  upon  his  own 
property.  There  is  another  point.  Take, 
-  as  an  illustration,  the  case  of  the  village 
referred,  to  by  my  hon.  Friend 
where  there 
It  does    not 
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dogged  as  soon  as  it  is  started.  The  oulj 
■way  in  which  the  Hcheme  of  the  Govern- 
ment can  be  -worked  is  by  charging  some 
additional  duty  on  the  remaining 
booseH  corresponding  to  the  increase 
of  value  aooming  to  them  throngh 
the  purchase  of  rival  honses.  I 
believe,  indeed,  that  some  snch  step 
ought  to  have  been  taken  long  ago  at  the 
time  when  the  Magistrates  commenced 
to  restrict  the  issue  of  licences.  When 
tiiere  was  free  trade  in  licences,  and  as 
long  as  there  was  no  restriction  of  the 
issue,  there  was  no  monopoly,  but 
directly  restriction  was  applied  the 
monopoly  began.  The  full  value  of  that 
monopoly  thus  granted  ought  to  have 
been  charged  on  the  publican  by  the 
State,  so  that  the  landlord  would  get  only 
the  tair  rent  of  the  house.  An  illustra- 
tion was  given  in  the  Debate  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill.  Three 
houses  were  built  at  a  cost  of  £1,000 
each,  and  they  let  at  £Q0  per  annum 
each.  The  owner  of  one  was  fortunate 
enough  to  get  a  licence,  and  the  letting 
value  of  his  property  was  immediately 
raised  by  the  sum  of  £140  per  annum, 
tor  it  was  let  at  £200  per  annum. 
The  State,  which  gave  this  monopoly, 
ought  to  have  charged  the  £140  to  the 
owner  of  the '  licence,  who  would  thus 
have  had  his  £60  a  year  as  before. 
Because  licences  have  hail  an  enormous 
monopoly  given  to  them  at  under  value, 
they  say  they  are  entitled  to  com- 
pensation or  to  a  permanent  con- 
tinuance of  their  licences.  A  large 
number  of  generous  landlords  have  let 
their  lands  at  very  much  below  their 
market  value ;  but  what  would  be 
thought  of  the  tenants  if,  when  a  new 
owner  raised  the  rents  to  the  market 
value,  they  said  "  Oh,  no  ;  we  have  been 
in  the  enjojrment  of  these  low  rents  for 
many  years  and  it  is  unfair  they  should 
be  raised,  and  we  have  a  vested  interest." 
The  Legislature  would  not  recognise  that 
the  rent  could  not  be  raised.  The  Legis- 
ature  are  very  careful  of  ^t^m-vested 
interests  of  publicans  and  brewers,  but 
they  do  not  care  a  button  about  the 
^tMwi-vested  interests  of  tenant  formers. 
The  Legislature  ought  now  to  put  up 
the  value  of  these  licences,  whether 
there  is  compensation,  purchase,  or  ex- 
tinction or  not,  to  the  full  market  value 
of  the  monopoly  granted,  so  that  the 
landlord  would  get  for  his  house  what 
Mr.  Bryn  Roberts 


is  the  fair  actual  value  of  his  house  and 
no  more.  (8.25.) 
•(9.0.)  Me.  LENCJ  (Dundee):  The 
Committee  has  no  doubt  observed  a  con- 
siderable change  in  the  tone  of  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  When  he 
introduced  the  Bill  he  was  buoyant, 
hopeful,  and  jubilant ;  but  to-night  his 
tone  was  doubtful,  hesitating,  perplexed, 
and  apologetic.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man seems  to  have  been  very  much  dis- 
appointed with  the  reception  given  to 
the  Bill.  He  expected  it  would  be 
hailed  as  an  important  auxiliary  contri- 
bution to  the  cause  of  temperance, 
instead  of  which  it  has  been  repudiated 
by  all  the  advocates  of  temperance. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

*Mb.  LENG:  In  the  first  place,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the 
genesis  of  the  Bill ;  in  the  second  place, 
he  disputed  the  accuracy  of  the  designa- 
tion of  the  Bill — a  Publicans'  Endowment 
Bill ;  and,  in  the  third  place,  he  called  is 
question  the  assertion  that  pnbhc  opinion 
is  adverse  to  the  measure.  Now,  as  ti> 
the  origin  of  the  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  denies  that  the  Bill  was 
brought  in  on  account  of  any  presrore 
put  upon  the  (lovernment  by  the  brewers 
and  publicans.  I  at  once  accept  his 
statement.  I  give  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  the  Government  credit  for 
not  having  acted  under  any  influence  of 
that  kind  ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  the  Government  must  have  been 
very  much  disappointed  in  finding  that 
it  is  from  the  publicans  and  breweisthat 
almost  the  sole  support  for  this  measme 
is  received.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
claimsthat  it  isatemperance  Bill,  but  how 
is  it  that  the  Tempjrance  Societies — that 
those  who  have  taken  a  leading  part  in 
the  advocacy  of  temperance  for  many 
years,  one  and  all  repudiate  and  oppose 
the  measure  t  It  is  very  remarbble 
that  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Government 
has  never  been  suggested  by  the  advo- 
cates of  temperance.  It  seems  to  have 
been  evolved  entirely  from  the  inner 
consciousness  of  the  Members  cf  the 
Government  When  measun^  of  thi» 
kind  are  introduced  of  a  statasmanlike 
character  we  generally  expect  that  refer- 
ence will  be  made  to  experience,  tii*t 
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precedents  will  be  quoted,  and  that  the 
plan  -vrill  be  showa  to  hare  worked  well 
in  other  ooontries  or  in  other  places.  It 
is  remarkable  that  the  Government  have 
in  their  possession  and  have  given  to  the 
country  very  valuable  information  with 
regard  to  the  liquor  tra£5c  legislation  in 
the  United  States.  InanswertoaDjspatch 
from  the  Head  of  the  Government, 
they  have  recaived  from  our  Represen- 
tative at  Washington,  who  in  turn 
received  them  from  British  Consuls  in 
all  the  leading  cities  of  j;he  United  States, 
very  valuable  Reports  with  regard  to 
liquor  traffic  legislation.  I  have  read 
these  Reports  with  much  care;  but  I 
looked  in,  vain  for  anything  to  justify  the 
plan  that  haa  been  proposed.  Applica- 
tion has  also  been  made  to  the  Colonial 
Governments  for  information  on  this 
subject.  Some  answers  have  been  re- 
ceived; others  can  easily  be  obtained. 
In  the  Colony  of  Victoria,a  very  valuable 
experiment  has  been  made.  That  colony 
resolved  to  reduce  the  number  of 
Ucences  to  a  fixed  number,  according  to 
population.  They  adopted  a  system  of 
compensation,  but,  compared  with  what 
is  introduced  in  this  Bill,  that  was  a  wise 
system.  It  went  on  the  plan  that,  as  the 
number  of  licences  were  to  be  very 
largely  reduced,  and  the  value  of  the 
remaining  licences  would  be  increased, 
these  licences  should  contribute  to  the 
Compensation  Fund.  If  some  plan  like 
that  had  been  proposed,  it  would  havo 
been  entitled  to  consideration.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  objected  to  the  term 
"  endowment,"  but  the  hon.  Member  for 
Camwvonshire  (Mr.  Bryn  Roberts)  has 
distinctly  shown  that  we  cannot  reduce 
Ucences  without  adding  a  great  deal  to 
the  value  of  the  licences  that  remain. 
We  have  already  had  experience  of 
another  plan  in  the  House.  A  former 
Government,  sitting  on  those  Benches, 
introduced  a  plan  of  time  compensation- 
giving  notice  that  after  a  certain  number 
of  years  a  licence  should  entirely  lapse 
without  claim  to  compensation.  Although 
that  measure  was  not  accepted,  there  has 
been  a  very  large  growth  of  opinion  in  the 
interval  in  its  favour,  and,  had  the 
(Jovemment  brought  in  a  proposal  to 
give  compensation  in  time  rather  than 
in  money,  it  would  have  been  more 
favourably  received  than  their  present 
plan.  In  the  Foreign  Office  Reports  there 
is  very  satisfactory  evidence  that  if  we 


are  to  give  money  compensation  at  all,  it 
would  have  been  far  better  to  have  gone  ■ 
on  the  system  of  higher  licences.  What 
J  contend  is,  that  the  benefit  from  any 
system  of  reduction  should  not  go  to  the 
publicans  or  the  brewers,  bat  to  the 
public.  If  the  Forms  of  the  House  had 
allowed,  I  should  have  proposed  an  In- 
struction to  the  Committee  or  an 
Amendment  to  the  Bill,  that  the  public, 
and  not  the  private,  individual  should  : 
get  the  benefit  of  the  increased  value  of 
public  houses  by  the  diminution  of  the 
number.  The  whole  question  of  pecu- 
niary compensation  is  beset withdifficulty, 
but,  of  all  the  plans  that  could  have  been 
adopted,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
present  proposal  is  the  least  defensible 
and  the  most  objectionable.  The  third 
point  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
referred  was  as  to  the  expression  of 
public  opinion.  It  is  very  remarkable  > 
that,  in  tiie  latest  published  enumeration 
of  the  Petitions  presented  to  the  House, 
there  is  a  list  of  Petitions  extending  over 
29  pages.  This  list  was  only  from  the 
16th  of  May  to  the  2nd  June  ;  if  it  were 
brought  up  to  this  date  I  have  little 
doubt  the  list  would  be  twice  as  large. 
These  Petitions  come  from  Corporations 
and  boroughs  in  England ;  and  burghs 
in  Scotland ;  Police  Commissioners,  Pa- 
rochial Boards,  and  other  Local  Boards. 
The  whole  of  these  Petitions  from  these 
bodies  areagainsttheCompensation  Clause, 
andnotoneinfavourof  it.  They. come  from 
the  inhabitants  of  cities  and  towns  in  pub- 
lic meeting  assembled  or  otherwise.  The 
whole  of  that  class  of  Petitions  is  against 
the  Compensation  Clause  and  not  one  in 
favour  of  it.  They  come  from  office- 
bearers or  members  of  religious  con- 
gregations, societies,  Presbyteries,  Sun- 
day Schools  and  Bible  classes.  The 
whole  of  these  are  against  the  Compensa- 
tion Clause,  and  not  one  in  favour  of  it. 
They  come  from  Temperance  Societies, 
Temperance  Lodges,  Bands  of  Hope,  and 
other  Temperance  Associations.  If  the  Bill 
is  such  a  temperance  measure  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  lead  the  House 
to  snpposa,  is  it  not  singular  that  there 
is  not  a  single  Temperance  Society  in  the 
country  petitioning  for  it,  and  that  every 
Petition  of  that  class  also  is  against  it  t 
Then  they  come  from  Political  Associa- 
tions. I  take  very  little  account  of  these  ; 
but  there  are  a  considerable  number  of 
Petitions  from  employ^  on  public  works. 
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Every  one  of  these  is  also  against  the 
clause.  They  come  from  Womens'  Asso- 
ciations meetings.  In  ordinary  politics 
I  am  one  of  those  who  are  not  anzions 
that  women  shoald  interfere ;  but  if 
there  is  any  question  on  which  they  are 
entitled  to  express  their  opinion,  it  is 
with  regard  to  public  houses  ;  and  every 
Womens'  Association  that  has  petitioned 
the  House  on  this  subject  has  petitioned 
against  the  Bill.  The  total  number  of 
Petitions  is  upwards  of  1,000,  every  one 
of  which  is  against  the  Bill,  and  not  one 
in  favour  of  it.  I  think  this  &ct  ought 
to  have  considerable  influence  with  the 
House.  I  am  rather  surprised  that 
throughout  the  discussion  it  has  been 
regarded  rather  as  a  matter  of  congratu- 
lation than  otherwise  that  the  County 
Councils  should  be  entrusted  with  the 
disbursement  of  this  money.  From  my 
•obeervation  and  experience  of  Licensing 
Magistrates  connected  with  Town  Coun- 
cils in  Scotland,  I  think  it  is  most  objec- 
tionable that  Boards  which  should  be 
elected  for  the  many  important  and 
useful  objects  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  county  affairs,  and  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  city 
afEairs,  should  be  d^raded  by  having 
anything  to  do  with  the  administration 
of  licences.  It  brings  a  most  disastrous 
•element  into  mnnicipat  elections.  It 
will  do  the  same  with  the  county  elec- 
tions. The  moment  the  publicans  have 
an  interest  to  put  in  certain  men  and 
keep  certain  other  men  out  of  represen- 
tative bodies,  it  brings  a  malign 
influence  to  bear  upon  these  bodies.  If 
*he  question  of  licensing  is  to  be  given 
to  elective  bodies  it  would  be  infinitely 
better,  both  in  towns  and  counties,  that 
special  Boards  should  be  constituted  for 
this  special  work.  I  will  only  trespass 
further  on  the  patience  of  the  House  by 
reading  a  brief  extract  from  the  letter  of  a 
gentleman  who  has  filled  the  oflBce  of 
Licensing  Mi^strate  in  my  own  con- 
stituency.    That  gentleman   writes — 

'_'  The  authoritief  before  they  can  ezlingnith 
a  licence  will  have  to  '  enter  into  an  agreement' 
with  the  licence  holder,  and  presumahly  pay 
him  a  satisfactory  price  before  such  extinction 
can  be  effected.  This  se«inp  to  me  to  be  an 
excessively  weak  part  of  the  proposil.  Pobli- 
cans  will  not  give  up  their  licences,  or  '  enter 
into  an  agreement'  to  do  si,  except  on  very  high 
terms,  and  yon  will  readily  perceive  this  whan 
I  tell  you  that  £1,000  is  no  uncommon  price  to 
be  paid  for  the  good  will  of  a  public  house 
business.  The  fact  is  licences  can  only  be  re- 
Mr.  Leng 


duced  in  one  of  two  ways — either  by  compol- 
sion  or  a  high  licence  duty,  as  in  America ;  if 
the  former  plan  be  adopted,  and  if  the  prin- 
ciple of  compensation  be  recognised,  then  a 
fixed  principle  of  compensation  most  be  laid 
down  for  the  guidance  of  the  anlhorities,  other- 
wise  endless  difficulties  would  obviously  riM ; 
but  the  fact  is  public  opinion  will  not  rolente 
the  granting  of  compensation  for  licences  which 
were  got  for  nothing  from  the  public  represen- 
Utives." 

This  is  another  of  my  objections  to  the 
proposal,  that  it  is  altogiether  unprincipled 
in  respect  that  there  is  nothing  set  forth 
to  guide  the  County  Council  or  the  Town 
Council  as  to  the  mode  of  procedure,  as 
to  the  extent  to  which  licences  are  to  be 
reduced,  or  as  to  the  manner  and  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid.  I 
thank  the  Committee  for  so  attentively 
listening  to  my  remarks. 

*(9.22.)  SiE  E.  REED  (CardifE):  I 
had  not  intended  to  take  any  active  part 
in  this  Debate,  and  I  only  rise  now  for 
the  purpose  of  making  an  explanation 
concerning  a  matter  which,  in  my  tem- 
porary absence  from  the  House,  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
referred  to.  I  understand  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  Car- 
difE Corporation  decided  by  a  large 
majority  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  is  the  reading  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  g^ven  to 
what  took  place  in  the  Cardiff  Corpora- 
tion, but  that  is  not  at  all  my  rendering 
of  what  happened.  A  Member  of  the 
Council  proposed  that  the  Corporation 
should  petition  agaiiust  the  Bill,  but  an 
amendment  was  moved  to  the  effect  that 
the  Cardiff  Corporation  had  enough  to 
do  with  its  own  business,  and  that  deal- 
ing with  this  Bill  was  no  part  of  its 
business.  The  amendment  was  virtnally 
in  effect  the  previous  question.  It  is 
quite  true  that  some  of  those  gentlemen 
who  supported  the  Amendment  made 
some  observations  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
but  the  decision  which  the  CorporatJon 
came  to  in  adopting  the  amendment  is 
not,  I  submit,  a  decision  in  fitvonr  of 
the  Bill  but  a  decision  against  the  Co^ 
poration  dealing  with  the  Bill  at  all.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  very  sub- 
stantial difference.  I  am  strongly  of 
opinion,  judging  from  my  knowledge  of 
almost  every  member  of  the  Cardiff  Cor- 
poration, that  had  the  main  question  been 
divided  upon,  there  would  have  been 
i  a  majority  in  favour  of  it.     That  is  only 
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mj  opinion ;  bat  certainly  I  do  not  think 
that  the  fact  that  an  amendment  dis- 
oonntenancing  any  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  in  regard  to  the  Bill  was 
mored  can  be  accepted  as  a  decision  of 
the  Council  in  favour  of  the  measure. 
That  is  the  explanation  I  wish  to  give, 
and  I  .hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  either  disprove  the  interpretation  I 
have  pat  apon  the  proceedings  of  the 
Corporation  or  relieve  the  Corporation 
from  what,  I  venture  to  say,  they  will, 
and  the  pablic  will,  regard  as  an  imputa- 
tion upon  them. 

•Me.  RITCHIE:  It  is  necessary, 
after  what  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  stated,  that  I  should  say  a  word 
or  two.  A  resolution  was  moved 
condemning  the  Bill,  whereupon  an 
amendment  was  proposed  approving  of 
the  Bill.  Every  Member  who  spoke  in 
snpport  of  the  amendment,  spoke  in 
farour  of  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment. No  one  reading  the  speeches  can 
for  a  single  moment  entertain  any  doubt 
as  to  what  was  the  issue  upon  which  the 
Cardiff  Corporation  voted.  I  could  quote, 
if  neoe88iry,-the  words  of  the  speakers, 
to  show  tfaAt  they  were  in  favour  of  the 
principle  of  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  division  showed  that  18 
were  in  favour  of  the  amendment,  and 
nine  ^fainst  it,  and  all  I  can  say  is,  that 
the  fact  that  only  nine  Councillors  out 
of  27  could  be  found  to  support  the 
motion  is  a  pretty  good  indication  of  the 
feeling  of  the  Council. 

*Sm  E.  BEED :  I  hope  I  may  respect- 
fully differ  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  say  that  the  division  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  I  can  understand  that  the  impression 
conveyed  to  the  right'  hon.  Gentleman's 
mind  by  a  perusal  of  the  reports  of  the 
debate  in  the  papers,  is  such  as  he  has 
stated,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating 
that  a  careful  study  of  the  matter  will 
establish  the  truth  of  what  I  have  said, 
namely,  that  the  Cardiff  Corporation 
have  expressed  no  opinion  on  the 
nieasure,  but  have  only  expressed  their 
disinclination  to  deal  with  it. 

(9.29.)  Mb.  CALEB  WRIGHT  (Lan- 
cashire, S.W.,  Leigh)  :  I  desire  to  state 
what  has  taken  place  in  the  Leigh 
Division  of  Lancashire  with  respect  to 
licensing.  In  that  division  there  are  85 
Kcensed  honsss ;  59  or  69  per  cent,   of 


thesa  belong  to  brewers  and  spirit 
merchants.  Of  beer-houses  there  are 
149;  94  of  these  belong  to  brewers  or 
spirit  merchants.  In  the  Return  I 
moved  for  two  years  ago,  and  which  was 
mentioned  in  the  House  the  other  night, 
the  number  of  licences  refused  in  that 
division  is  stated  to  be  48,  but  that  is  an 
.error.  I  was  on  the  Bonoh  at  the  time, 
and  the  licences  refused  numbered  60. 
And  this  has  been  a  g^eat  boon  to  the 
neighbourhood.  The  policy  of  refusal 
has  led  to  a  redaction  in  the  amount  of 
drunkenness.  The  Superintendent  of 
Police  in  his  Report  to  the  Licensing 
Magistrates  last  year  showed  that  there 
was  a  decrease  of  140  on  the  previous 
year  in  the  number  of  persons  summoned 
for  drunkenness,  the  number  being  the 
lowest  recorded  during  the  last  eight 
years.  Why,  when  the  Magistrates  are 
reducing  the  number  of  licences  year  by 
year  withoutanycompensation.should  this 
Bill  be  introduced  to  pay  compensation  1 
The  Superintendent  goes  on  to  say  that 
this  result  is  creditable  to  the  Division, 
considering  the  rapid  increase  of  popula- 
tion, and  he  says  it  may  account  for  the 
large  number  of  trausfers  of  licences 
through  inability  of  holders  of  licences 
to  get  a  respectable  livelihood.  Well, 
but  these  people  who  cahnot  get  a 
respectable  livelihood  are  to  be  compen- 
sated !  The  changes  in  tenants  of  licensed 
houses  owned  by  brewers  are  of  frequent 
occurrence.  When  a  tenant  has  com- 
mitted a  breach  of  the  law,  he  is  turned 
ont,  and  the  licence  is  transferred  to 
another  tenant.  I  could  mention  a 
number  of  such  changes  in  Leigh  Divi- 
sion. There  is  an  instance  of  a  public 
house  having  changed  tenants  eight 
times  in  eight  years,  and  the  house  is 
owned  by  a  brewer ;  one  tenant  was  fined 
£5  for  encouraging  drunkenness,  and 
others  were  fined  for  selling  spirits 
diluted.  But  all  these  were  men  of  high 
character,  of  course.  I  never  knew  an 
applicant  for  a  licence  being  other  than 
a  man  of  high  character.  We  were 
always  told  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Justices 
that  we  could  not  refuse  a  licence  to  a 
man  of  known  good  character,  when  the 
house  was  suitable,  and  the  men  who 
applied  were  men  of  excellent  character, 
but  in  the  pablic  Returns  for  the  Divi- 
sion, we  find  that  in  the  last  eight  years, 
97    prosecutions    have     been    brought 
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against  publicans — all  of  good  character. 
Believing  that  if  the  licensing  clauses 
are  retained  in  the  Bill  they  ■will  greatly 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  publicans 
and  the  brewers,  while  they  weaken 
those  of  the  Temperance  Party,  I  shall 
record  my  vote  against  this  ill-advised 
proposal. 
•(935.)  Me.  J.  LLOYD  MORGAN 
(Carmarthen,  W. ) :  This  is  a  question 
upon  which  my  constituents  feel  as 
much  interested  as  upon  any  question 
which  has  engaged  public  attention 
during  the  time  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  a  seat  in  this  House.  I  must  say 
that  oa  most  questions  my  constituents 
have  not  troubled  me  very  much,  but 
upon  this  subject  I,  day  by  day,  receive 
representations  and  resolutions  con- 
demning, in  the  strongest  possible 
manner,  these  clauses  in  the  Bill  now 
before  us.  I  am  bound  to  say  I  listened 
with  some  surprise  to  speeches  delivered 
by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  who 
said,  Surely  you  will  give  us  credit  for 
sincerity  when  we  say  these  clauses 
were  introduced  in  the  interest  of  the 
cause  of  temperance.  If  they  are  under 
that  impression  then  they  have  never 
made  a  greater  blunder.  These  clauses  are 
condemned  throughout  the  whole  country, 
and  by  every  branch  of  the  Temperance 
Party,  except  the  Church  of  England 
Temperance  Society,  and  not  only  so,  bat 
by  all  classes  of  people  who  are  anxious 
to  promote  and  encourage  the  cause  of 
temperance.  The  discussion  this  evening 
has  taken  K  different  turn  to  what  it  did 
on  Tuesday  night  when  the  Amend- 
ment was  introduced  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Botherham.  I  am  not 
complaining  at  all  of  that,  for  I  believe 
this  is  a  good  opportunity  to  offer  as 
much  and  as  strong  an  opposition  as  we 
can  to  the  clause.  This  Amendment 
proposes  to  strike  out  the  clause,  and 
substitute  another  clause  which  shall 
empower  County  Councils  to  us  3  the 
money  in  a  different  manner.  Now,  in 
reference  to  this  proposal  I  wish  to  spaak 
particularly  from  a  Welsh  point  of  view. 
The  latter  part  of  the  Amendment  deals 
specifically  with  Wales  and  the  questions 
of  technical  and  intermediate  education. 
An  Act  for  the  promotion  of  intermediate 
education  was  passed  last  Session,  and  it 
has  just  come  into  operation,  and  very 
naturally  the  Welsh  people  are  taking  a 
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deep  interest  in  the  subject.  But  they 
unfortunately  find  that  there  is  one 
great  difiBculty  in  the  way.  Committees 
have  been  constituted  under  that  Act; 
tbey  have  met  in  most  counties 
—  certainly  they  liave  in  mine  — 
but  when  we  find  them  coming  together 
to  put  the  Act  into  operation,  and  to 
consider  the  amount  of  the  endowments 
at  their  disposal,  they  discover  that  tbey 
have  not  the  funds  necessary  to  carry 
the  Act  into  efficient  operation.  Appli- 
cations are  made  to  them  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  schools  in  different  centres 
— •  applications  reasonable  enough  — 
which  they  would  willingly  accede 
to,  but  they  have  one  'serious  obstacle 
in  their  way — want  of  money.  The 
rate  is  not  sufScient  to  -  enable  them 
to  put  the  Act  into  thorough  operation, 
and  the  endowments  over  which  they 
have  control  do  not  enable  them  to 
establish  more  than  two  or  tliree  schools 
where  perhaps  half-a-dozen  are  re- 
quired. I  have  pointed  out  that  the 
Welsh  people,  at  any  rate,  are  strongly 
opposed  to  the  clause  we  are  now  con- 
sidering. I  can  speak  of  my  own  con- 
stituency, and,  in  doing  that,  I  believe  I 
represent  the  feeling  of  the  Welsh  people 
generally.  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Cardiff, 
haa  been  able  to  explain,  what  to  me  was 
at  first  inexplicable,  namely,  the  action  of 
the  Cardiff  Town  Council.  I  say  that 
in  Wales  we  have  the  strongest  feeling 
against  the  application  of  money  in 
this  way,  and  even  if  this  Bill  dow 
become  law,  I  am  sura  that,  so  far  as 
Wales  is  concerned,  it  will  become  abso- 
lutely a  dead  letter,  for  if  the  Connly 
Councils  have  the  money  they  will  not 
apply  it  to  any  such  purpose  as  is  con- 
templated in  this  clause ;  they  dare  not  do 
so  if  they  have  any  respect  for,  or  expec- 
tation of  support  from,  their  constitnents, 
who,  I  know,  would  at  the  proper  time 
visit  such  a  Council  with  the  severest 
censure  expressed  in  a  very  practical 
way.  So,  then,  the  poaition  we  find 
the  Government  in  with  regard  to 
i  Wales  is  this : — ^The  Welsh  people  want 
this  money  for  one  purpose,  for  the 
,  cause  of  education }  they  do  not  want  it 
for  the  purpose  for  which  the  Gk»vem- 
I  ment  propose  to  give  it  them.  It  appears 
to  me,  therefore,  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Botherham  is,  ao 
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fur  as  it  refers  to  Wales,  a  vise  and 
'  important  one.  The  position  the  Grorem- 
ment  take  np  is  this.  We  'mil  give  yon 
this  money  for  a  purpose  for  which  you 
■will  not  nse  it ;  bnt  you  shall  not  have 
it  for  the  parpose  for  which  you  do 
require  it.  Now  that  appears  to  me  to 
be  an  utterly  indefensible  position,  and  I 
hope  the  strongest  opposition  will  be 
offered  to  the  clauses,  and  I  shall  give  my 
hearty  support  to  the  Amendment. 
•(9.47.)  Mb.  M'LAJJEN  (Cheshire, 
Crewe) :  The  forcible  speech  we  have 
just  heard  ought  to  do  something 
towards  convincing  the  Croremment  that 
in  Wales,  at  least,  the  feeling  is  very 
strong  in  opposition  to  these  clauses. 
Can  there  be  anything  more  absurd  than 
the  position  the  Government  take  up  in 
giving  this  money  for  purposes  for 
which  it  is  not  required,  and  denying  it 
where  it  is  really  needed)  One  great 
defect  in  the  proposal  is  that  it 
absolutely  ties  the  hands  of  County 
Councils  to  one  specific  object  for  the 
money.  An  ordinary  and  raasonablo 
proposal  would  be  to  give  the 
County  Councils  free  hand  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  give  them  a  certcun  discretion,  and 
if  among  the  purposes  for  which  yon 
think  the  money  onght  to  be  devoted 
the  extinction  of  licences  is  one,  then  say 
so,  and  let  the  Councils  apply  it  to  that, 
or  to  an  alternative  purpose.  Why  insist 
that  Welsh  people  should  use  it  towards 
the  extinction  of  licences  1  Why  not  let 
them  have  freedom  to  nse  it  for  educa- 
tional institutions  t  The  result  would  be 
instructive,  I  think,  if  Wales  had  such 
an  alternative  purpose.  The  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Botherham  is 
confined  to  educational  purposes,  but  I 
should  have  preferred  a  wider  Amend- 
ment, which  would  leave  the  Councils  at 
liberty  to  do  as  they  thought  fit.  It  is  a 
peculiarity  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  that  they  never  can  view  with 
ecpianimity  the  devolution  of  any  powers 
to  Local  Bodies ;  they  always  view  such 
bodies  with  jealousy.  We  are  told  that 
we  object  from  a  Party  point  of  view, 
bat  this  cannot  be  said  with  regard  to 
those  Liberal  Uniohists  who  oppose 
these  clauses.  We  have  had  a  very 
powerful  speech  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Tradeston  Division  of  Glasgow, 
who  is  a  supporter  of  the  Government, 
vho   regrets    to    have    to    break    his 


allegiance,  and  he  has  warned  the 
Government  that  they  are  likely  to  lose 
a  large  amonnt  of  Liberal  Unionist  sup- 
port. The  hon.  Member  for  Barrow  haft 
told  us  distinctly,  on  another  occasion,  that 
this  will  cause  a  great  split  in  the  Liberal 
Unionist  ranks,  and  I  am  inclined  to- 
think  that, when  we  consider  the  general 
uprising  created  by  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill,  we  may  recall  the  words  of  a 
well  known  Irishman,  not  a  Member 
of  this  Honse,  that  "Somebody  has- 
thrown  down  an  apple  of  discord  which 
has  burst  into  flame  and  flooded  the 
country."  These  proposals  have  flooded 
the  conntry  with  a  storm  of  indignation. 
I  do  not  know  why,  except  from  an. 
impression  that  there  would  be  a  loss  of 
dignity  in  receding  from  their  position, 
the  Government  do  not  withdraw 
these  clauses.  The  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  claims  that 
this  is  an  honest  effort  in  the  cause 
of  temperance,  and  he  mentioned 
an  Amendment  for  safeguarding 
these  licences  from  having  any 
vested  interest  given  them  they  do  not 
now  possess ;  but  our  objection  is  not' 
that  this  proposal  may  give  a  licence  a 
greater  legal  value,  but  that  it  gives  it  a 
moral  value  beyond  that  it  now  possesses. 
The  increase  in  value  cannot  be  pre- 
vented by  any  words  the  Government 
may  put  into  the  BUI.  It  seems  to  me 
the  Temperance  Party  ought  to  know 
what  the  effect  of  the  Bill  will  be  ;  their 
leaders  here  and  outside  have  devoted 
years  to  the  study  of  the  question,  and 
should  know  it,  if  anybody  does.  The 
Government  profess  to  believe  the  BiU 
is  brought  in  in  the  interest  of  temper- 
ance, and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can- 
not understand  why  the  measure  should 
be  met  with  such  bitter  opposition.  But 
I  should  like  to  know  is  he,  or  the  Ten»- 
perance  Party,  likely  to  be  the  best 
judge  of  the  operation  of  the  Bill  ?  No 
doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  a 
good  friend  of  temperance.  I  know 
nothing  to  the  contrary ;  but  he  has  not 
given  it  his  special  attention  ;  he  has  not 
made  it  his  life's  work,  as  many  Mem- 
bers here  have  done.  If  he,  with  the 
best  intentions,  finds  himself  on  one 
side  and  the  Temperance  Party  on  the 
other  side,  which  is  likely  to  be  the  right 
side  for  the  temperance  cause  1  I  do 
not  know  where  the   Government  find 
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-support,  except  among  those  interested 
in  the  liquor  traffic.  We  have  hiA  a 
mietake  corrected,  into  which  the 
Tight  hon.  Oentleman  fell.  The  Cardiff 
Corporation  did  not  pass  a  resola- 
tion  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  It  simply 
amounted  to  this:  that,  hy  18  to  9, 
the  Cardiff  Corporation  declined  to  pass 
a  resolution  condemning  the  Bill ;  but 
if  this  proves  anything  at  all,  it  proves 
that  there  were  some  members  of  the 
•Corporation  who  would  have  liked  to 
have  passed  a  resolution  in  favour  of 
the  Bill,  but  that  they  did  not  dare  to 
put  such  a  resolution  upon  their  Minutes 
in  view  of  the  feeling  they  knew  to  exist 
among  their  fellow  -  townsmen.  One 
serious  objection  to  the  measure  has 
been  made  more  serious  by  words, 
used  by  the  right  hon.  G^entleman  to- 
night. He  said  he  was  in  favour  of 
transferring  the  Licensing  Authority  to 
popularly-elected  bodies,  meaning,  obvi- 
ously, County  Councils.  Now,  I  do  not 
ihink  there  are  any  popularly-elected 
bodies  more  unfit  for  such  powers  than 
Oounty  Councils;  and  if  this  Bill  is 
passed,  it  is  the  first  step  towards  such  a 
transfer.  Their  area  is  far  too  large ; 
they  cannot  understand  in  a  large  county 
the  details  of  the  licensing  question  in 
various  localities.  The  elected  body,  to 
deal  with  such  a  question,  is  a  body 
elected  over  a  small  area  and  for  the 
license  question  specially.  I  do  not  want 
to  repeat  the  argument  that  owners,  and 
not  occupiers,  of  public  houses  will  be 
compensated.  I  to,ke  it  that  is  admitted. 
But  when  we  speak  of  brewers  and 
•distillers,  we  are  apt  to  think  of  indivi- 
duals and  small  firms ;  but,  unhappily, 
the  brewing  interest  is  now  far 
-greater,  and  divided  among  thousands  of 
shareholders.  I  should  like  to  know 
how  many  Members  of  this  House  are 
shareholders  in  breweries  and  distilleries. 
I  should  like  to  see  a  Betum.  It  would 
be  an  interesting  one.  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  if  strict  views  were  taken,  it  would 
be  difficult  for  those  hon.  Members  to 
vote  in  favour  of  this  clause,  because 
they  possess  a  pecuniary  interest  in  it. 
I  think  the  Government  would  be 
wise  to  adopt  this  Amendment ;  it 
would  have  the  assent  of  all  sections ; 
and  if  our  votes  here  could  be  taken  by 
ballot,  1  believe  it  would  bo  carried  by  a 
large  majority.  It  would  be  to  the 
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iaterest  of  all  to  have  this  money 
devoted  to  technical  education  under  the 
Act  passed  in  the  closing  days  of  last 
Session,  and  which  I  supported.  This 
measure  has  not  been  largely  adopted, 
simply  from  the  lack  of  funds  and  the 
indisposition  of  County  Councils  to  levy 
a  rate  for  the  purpose.  Place,  however, 
a  large  sum  Uke  this  at  the  discretion  of 
Councils,  and  you  will  .find  the  Act  will 
be  largely  t^opted  and  carried  ont 
successfully.  It  is  easier  to  get  the  Act 
into  operation  in  boroughs  than  is 
counties;  in  boroughs  the  people  are 
familiar  with  Mechanics'  Institutes 
and  other  means  of  instruction,  and  are 
more  alive  to  the  advantages  of  technical 
education.  In  counties  the  teaching  of 
agriculture  is  urgently  required.  The 
Cheshire  Chamber  of  Agriculture  has 
made  ^rjat  efforts  to  get  the  Act  into 
force  in  that  county ;  but  it  was  found 
that  the  Council  would  not  agree  to 
levy  a  rate,  and  were  not  likely  to 
take  it  up,  and  so  the  Chamber  fell 
back  upon  voluntary  subscriptions  and  a 
subsidy  from  an  endowed  grammar  school. 
But  if  the  Cheshire  Council  had  the 
money  at  their  disposal,  they  would  start 
a  series  of  agricultural  schools  and  dairy 
schools  throughout  Cheshire.  I  think 
Cheshire  was  the  first  oounty  that  took 
up  the  question  of  agricultural  instruc- 
tion, and  what  has  been  done  in  this  direc- 
tion has  greatly  improved  the  manufacture 
of  cheese  and  butter.  But  the  fanners 
generally  will  not  take  up  the  Technical 
Instruction  Act.  I  earnestly  hope  the 
Government  may  re-consider  their  pro- 
posals and  devote  this  money  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Act.  Other  counties  are 
far  more  generous,  and  spend  scores  of 
thousands  on  agricultural  education.  We 
have  here  a  magnificent  opportunity  of 
putting  OUT  schools  throughout  the 
country  on  a  satisfactory  footing,  and  of 
making  them  equal  to  the  schools  of 
France,  Belgium,  and  Denmark ;  and  I 
think  if  the  Government  accepted  this 
Amendment,  they  would  establish  for 
themselves  a  claim  to  greater  gratitude 
than  can  possibly  resnlt  from  their 
present  proposal. 

*(10.1.)  Mb.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN 
(Ddnbighshire,  E.) :  I  do  not  think  that 
I  recollect  any  question  upon  which 
there  has  been  such  a  unanimous 
opinion  as  is  instanced  in  the   opposition 
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to  this  Bill.  Ever  since  it  has  been 
printed  I  have  done  little  less  than 
present  Petitions  and  acknowledge 
resolutions  a:>ainst  it.  Indeed,  I  have 
only  received  one  resolation  in  its  fetvonr, 
and  that  was  passed  hy  a  meeting  of 
licensed  victuallers,  who,  of  course,  ad- 
vocate the  Bill  not  for  the  direct  benefits 
they  will  derive  from  it,  but  on  twoount 
of  the  indirect  benefits  which  are  in- 
volved in  the  recognition  of  their  right 
to  compensation..  Yon  call  this  a  tem- 
perance measare ;  but  how  is  it  that 
every  single  body  connected  with  the 
temperance  movement  in  the  country — 
with  one  exception— has  taken  up  the 
cudgels  against  the  Bill?  That  ex- 
ception is  a  portion  of  the  Church 
of  England  Temperance  Association, 
vhich,  I  fear,  has  shown  itseif  to 
be  "  Church  first  and  temperance 
afterwards."  I  am  afraid  the  nature  of 
this  Amendment  has  been  somewhat  lost 
sight  of  in  this  discussion.  I  heartily 
re-echo  the  observation  of  my  hon.  Friend 
who  said  that  if  this  Bill  were  passed  to- 
morrow it  would  remain  a  dead  letter  in 
Wales.  1  go  further.  I  believe  that 
the  popular  feeluig  in  Wales  is  so  in- 
tensely against  this  Bill  that  no  County 
ConncU  would  dare  to  touch  the  money 
provided  under  it  with  a  pair  of  tongs, 
or  with  the  tips  of  their  little  fingers.  Bat 
there  is  a  purpose  for  which  we  really 
do  want  this  money.  Wales  is  eager  for 
education,  but  it  is  badly  provided  with 
the  material  means  for  obtaining  it ;  and 
the  Government  now  have  an  opportu- 
nityof  providing  those  means.  If  wecould 
take  aplAiseite  of  the  inhabitants,  I  think 
it  would  be  found  that  99-100th8  of  the 
population  would  vote  in  favour  of  the 
Amendment  of  vaj  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Botherham ;  and  the  adoption  of 
that  Amendment  would  enable  you  to 
legislate  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  people  of  the  Principality.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  it  is  a  common  saying  in 
Wales  that  the  present  Government  do 
their  best  to  find  out  what  the  Welsh 
people  do  not  want,  and  then,  having 
found  out  that,  they  do  their  very  best 
to  give  it  to  them.  Why  should  the 
Government  endeavour  to  force  legisla- 
tion down  the  throats  of  the  people  which 
they  dislike?  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  the  other  day  said  that  there 
was  no  machinery  in  existence  by  which 


the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Botherham  could  be  put  in  force  even  if 
it  were  carried.  Bnt  he  was  speaking 
without  book,  because  the  machinery 
is  there.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  can- 
not have  perused  the  Welsh  Interme- 
diate Education  Act,  for  which  I  give 
the  present  Government  full  credit.  It 
provides  most  '  ample  and  perfect 
machinery  for  giving  effect  to  this 
Amendment.  It  provides  that  a  half- 
penny rate  shall  be  paid  to  a  certain  body 
to  be  constituted  for  educational  purposes, 
and  that  rate  shall  be  met  by  an. 
equal  sum  from  the  public  Exchequer. 
I  am  confident  that  if  the  Amendment 
were  carried  we  should  not  find  the 
slightest  difiBoulty  in  the  matter  of 
machinery  for  working  it.  It  is  the 
money  that  we  require,  and  I  appeal  to 
the  Government  on  the  ground  that 
Wales  is  unanimously  in  favour  of  this 
Amendment,  to  agree  to  it.  I  say 
it  is  monstrous  that  you  should  force 
upon  the  people  that  which  they  do  not 
want,  and  at  the  same  time  refuse  them 
that  which,  without  distinction  of  class  or 
party,  they  all  demand. 

•(10.9.)  Mr.  B.  COLERIDGE  (Shef- 
field,  AtterclifEe) :  I  listened  with  inter- 
est to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  He  seemed  to  deal  with 
two  points,  and  two  points  only.  Firstly, 
he  argued  that  the  people  were  -with  the 
Government ;  .and,  secondly,  he  denied 
that  this  was  an  "  endowment  of  publi- 
can" proposal.  In  support  of  his  first 
proposition  the  right  hon.  Gentleman- 
showed  that  amongst  all  the  Temperance 
Bodies  of  this  Kingdom  only  one  had 
voted  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  that  in 
the  case  of  the  Town  Council  of  Cardiff 
there  had  been  a  divided  vote.  If  thatisthe 
idea  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  of  people 
being  with  them,  why,  then,  I  wish  them 
joy.  Secondly,  he  urged  that  the  large- 
meetings  which  had  been  held  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill  were  entirely  in  error  in 
running  away  with  cries  which  had  no 
meaning,  and  one  cry  which  he  asserted 
to  ba  meaningless  was  that  this  Bill 
constituted  an  endowmentof  the  publican. 
I  always  understood  endcwment  to  mean 
a  free  gift  of  money,  and  I  venture  ta 
say  that  if  this  is  anything  it  is  a  free 
gift  of  money  to  the  publican.  First,  we 
are   asked  to  give  the  money  on   the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


787    Local  Taxation  {Customt      {COMMONS}         and  Excise)  Dutiet  BUI.    788 


footing  of  annual  licences  being  a  vested 
form  of  property.  But  all  persons, 
whether  legal  or  lay,  with  one  eminent 
exception,  are  of  opinion  that  a  publican's 
licence  is  renewable  annually,  and  is 
revocable  without  his  having  any  legal 
right  to  compensation.  What  class  of 
houses  is  it  proposed  that  the  Local 
Authorities  shall  have  the  'power  of 
buying  up  ?  Why,  just  those  badly- 
conducted  or  superfluous  houses  which 
the  Justices  have  the  right  to  close  at 
their  discretion.  If  there  is  anything 
settled  it  is  this  :  that  in  the  case  of  ill- 
regulated  houses,  and  in  the  case  of 
houses  for  which  there  is  no  need  in  a 
locality,  there  is  an  absolute  discretion 
in  law  for  the  Justices  to  take  these 
licences  away,  and  yon  are  now  going  to 
give  them  money  for  that  which  has  no 
legal  existence  at  all.  Now,  whom  are 
you  going  to  compensate  ?  In  most 
cases  the  persons  who  will  be  compensated 
under  the  Bill  will  be  not  the  publicans, 
who  are  in  general  mere  care-takers,  but 
the  brewers.  We  all  knowthatthe  allure- 
ment held  out  to  investors  in  Brewery 
Companies  is  that  all  the  beer  is  supplied 
to  tied  houses,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
Debate  to-night  we  have  beeu  told  that 
-80  per  cent,  of  all  the  licensed  houses 
in  the  United  Kingdom  are  tied,  and 
that  in  the  greater  number  of  cases  the 
publican  is  a  mere  care-taker,  and  that 
the  real  owner  is  the  brewer.  Now,  I 
can  quite  understand  a  free  and  voluntary 
^ift  of  an  eleemosynary  character.  I  can 
quite  understand  persons  giving  free  gifts 
out  of  their  own  -pockets  to  poor  and 
deserving  persons.  But  in  this  case 
the  money  to  be  given  is  the  taxpayers' 
money;  and,  in  the  second  place,  I  never 
met  anybody  who  had  met  anybody  else 
who  had  seen  or  heard  of  a  brewer  who 
was  poor.  About  a  year  ago,  when 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
posed to  place  an  additional  burden  upon 
the  brewers,  a  deputation  from  that  body 
waited  upon  him  to  protest  against  its 
imposition.  The  right  hon.  G«ntleman 
saw  through  the  position  at  a  glance, 
and  he  asked  the  members  of  the  depu- 
tation whether  they  could  honestly  say 
that  they  were  too  poor  to  bear  the  in- 
creased taxation,  upon  which  all  of  them 
went  away  sorrowful,  for  they  had  great 
possessions.  These,  then,  ace  not  the 
men  to  whom  public  money  should  be 
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given.  You  are  making  a  free  gift  out 
of  other  persons  money  to  what  is, 
perhaps,  the  richest  class  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects.  Now,  I  can  under- 
stand your  doing  this  by  way  of  gratitnde 
for  past  services,  but  g^titude  has  also 
been  described  as  "expectation  of  favouis 
to  come."  I  think  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  are  rather  too  timorous  and 
faint-hearted  with  regard  to  the  ties 
which  bind  them  to  the  brewers.  I  can 
assure  them  that  if  they  were  to  accept 
this  Amendment  they  would,  neverthe- 
less, have  the  support  of  the  brewers  at 
the  next  election.  But  they  seem  to 
look  upon  this  as  a  bargain  between 
themselves  and  the  brewer.  They  say 
to  them,  "We  will  give  you  so  much 
money  in  return  for  the  support  which 
you  give  us."  I  think  there  is  no  con- 
sideration for  the  bargain  between  the 
Government  and  the  brewers ;  and, 
therefore,  the  Government  might,  oat  of 
mercy  to  the  intelligence  of  the  House, 
spare  us  these  continued  references  to 
their  duty  to  the  House  and  the  countiy 
which  are  so  often  made  by  the  Leader 
of  the  House.  I  own  I  am  astonished 
that  a  country  with  such  a  wide  franchise 
as  we  possess,  a  country  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  at  the  head  of  the  industrifll 
countries  of  the  world,  should  refuse  to 
accept  thi)  Amendment,  and  to  approve 
the  devotion  of  this  money  to  that  par- 
pose  which,  I  believe,  almost  everj 
other  European  country,  as  well  as 
America,  has  devoted  money  to.  Speak- 
ing on  behalf  of  an  industrial  con- 
stituency, I  must  say  that  we  feel  that 
we  are  sadly  behind  other  nations  in  the 
industrial  race;  and,  therefore,  I  do  hope 
that  if  this  money  is  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  taxpayers'  pockets  the  Oovemment 
will  see  that  it  is  applied  in  a  manner 
which  will  aid  us  in  the  indostrial  race 
which  all  the  great  civilised  nations  of 
the  world  are  now  engaged  in  running. 
(10.20.)  Mb.  AMBROSE  (Middlesex, 
Harrow)  :  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  last  spoke  has  referred  to  this  Bill 
as  in  the  nature  of  a  bargain  between 
the  Government  and  the  brewer,  but 
he  has  not  attempted  to  show  what  is  the 
nature  of  that  bargain,  and  I  challenge 
him  to  point  out  anything  of  the  kind. 
This  is  neither  a  public  house  endow- 
ment Bill  nor  is  it  a  bargain.  I  grant 
that  licences  are  renewable    uinnally. 
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and  that  Magistrates  have  povirer  to 
refnse  the  renewal.  Bat  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  while  the  Magistrates 
have  absolute  power,  the  decision  in 
"Sharp  V.  Wakefield  "  only  goes  so  far 
as  to  saj  that  the  power  must  be 
exercised  in  a  judicial  manner.  They 
most  not  exercise  their  powers  in  an 
arbitrary  manner.  Indeed,  I  believe  the 
Magistrates  of  this  country  have  too 
much  esprit  de  corps  to  act  in  such  a 
manner ;  they  have  always  acted  on  the 
principle  of  renewing  a  licence  unless 
there  be  a  distinct  case  made  out  either 
that  the  house  is  ill  managed,  or  that 
it  is  not  required  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Yon  may  say  that  the  publicans  have  no 
vested  interest,  but  that  is  not  true. 
Th^  have  an  absolute  interest  in  the 
licences  for  the  term,  at  all  events,  of 
one  year ;  and,  coupled  with  that,  is  the 
expectation  that  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  things  the  licence  will  be  renewed. 
This  interest,  although  a  little  un- 
certainty attaches  to  it,  is  recognised,  and 
it  is  a  marketable  commodity.  I  heard 
the  hoD.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Cocker- 
month,  in  his  speech  on  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill,  state  that  the 
decision  of  the  Magistrates  absolntely 
increased  the  market  value  of  the 
interest  of  the  publicans  in  their  licences. 
How,  then,  can  it  be  said  that  this  is  an 
endowment  proposal  1  I  have  dealt  with 
the  right  of  the  Magistrates  to  refuse  to 
renew  the  licence.  You  may  have  a 
Bench  of  Magistrates  saying  that,  in  their 
judgment,  the  licence  ought  to  be 
renewed,  and  you  may  have  the  Local 
Authority — the  County  Council  or  the 
Local  Board  it  may  be---come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  licence  ought  not  to  be 
renewed.  What  is  to  be  done  under 
these  circumstances?  You  cannot 
compel  the  Magistrates,  exercising 
judicial  anthoriiy,  to  refuse  to 
renew  the  licence  if,  in  their 
judgment,  it  seems  to  them  just  to 
grant  it.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
Local  Authority  thinks  the  licence  is  un- 
necessary for  the  neighbourhood,  all  that 
this  Bill  does  in  such  a  case  is  to  empower 
the  Local  Authority  to  buy  up  the  licence, 
and  so  cloee  the  public  house.  Under 
tiiese  circumstances,  surely  hon.  Gentle- 
men cannot  say  that  this  is  an  endow- 
ment of  public  houses.  We  are  anxious, 
in  promoting  this  Bill,  to  promote  the 
cause  of  temperance,   and   I  hold  that 


this  cause  can  be  best  promoted  by  re- 
ducing the  number  of  public  houses  in 
this  manner.  You  propose  to  extend  the 
!  powers  of  the  Local  Authorities,  and 
I  especially  County  Councils,  while  you 
leave  the  Magistrates'  discretion  abso- 
lute. Does  the  hon.  Member  mean  to 
I  say  that  if,  in  the  case  of  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  County  Councils 
and  'the  Magistrates  as  to  the  necessity 
for  a  licensed  house,  the  Council  buy  up 
the  house,  their  action  amounts  to  the 
endowment  of  a  publican?  If  the 
publican  is  anxious  to  sell  it  will  not 
matter  to  him  whether  he  sells  to  the 
County  Council  or  to  anyone  else ;  he 
knows  that  he  can  easily  find  20  pur- 
chasers, and  the  mere  refusal  of  the  Local 
Authority  to  bay  would  mean  the  continu- 
ance of  the  business,  even  if  it  be  a 
nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood.  We  are 
bound  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  Bill  has 
been  brought  forward  in  the  interests  of 
the  tempeiance  cause.  It  gives  powers 
to  the  localities  to  suppress  public  houses, 
and  I  must  confess  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand  the  honourable  intentions  of 
hoo.  Members  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  in  the  opposition  they  are  offering 
to  this  measure.  I  cannot  under- 
stand the  grounds  on  which  they 
object  to  a  measure  which  proposes  to 
enable  the  Local  Authorities  to  buy  up  the 
public  houses,  the  evil  results  of  which 
Members  opposite  so  strongly  object  to. 
Up  to  the  present  time  there  has  been 
little  or  no  restriction  in  the  granting  of 
new  licences,  but  under  this  measure 
there  are  ample  powers  for  enforcing 
these  restrictions.  I  must  add  that  I 
honestly  regard  this  BUI  as  a  measure 
for  the  promotion  of  tempeiance,  and  I 
believe  that  it  will  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  about  a  considerable  reduction 
in  the  number  of  our  public  houses. 

(10.35.)  Me.  SYDNEY  BUXTON 
(Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  object  so 
strongly  to  the  whole  principle  on  which 
this  Bill  is  founded,  mixing  up,  as  it 
does,  local  and  Imperial  finance,  and  de- 
voting special  sums  for  special  purposes 
from  the  Imperial  resources,  that. I  shall 
be  very  sorry  if  any  proposal  in  this  Bill  is 
carriedatall.  The  great  wantatthe  present 
moment  is  that  a  vastly  larger  amount  of 
public  money  should  be  devoted  to  such 
national  objects  as  improved  technical 
education  and  the  increased  efiBcienc^  of 
intei-mediate  education.    While  the  pro- 
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posals  tinder  discnssion  have  been  de- 
scribed by  the  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vemment  Board  as  very  small,  they 
will,  in  my  opinion,  ultimately  involve 
a  national  outlay  of  something  like 
£200,000,000,  an  expenditure  which 
I  trnst  this  House    will  not  agree    to 

.  (10.40.)  Me.  long  :  The  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  opens  up  a  wide  field.  He  was  good 
enough  to  apologise  to  the  Committee 
for  intervening,  but  I  do  not  think  any 
apology  was  necessary  from  the  hon. 
CJentleman,  who  has  spoken  on  a  subject 
with  which  he  is  so  well  acquainted. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  hardly  does  the 
Government  justice,  I  think,  with  regard 
to  the  Welsh  Education  Act  of  last  year, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  Welsh  Members 
will  admit  what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Poplar  kindly  sesms  inclined  to  admit, 
that  the  Government,  in  the  midst  of 
great  pressure  of  business,  voluntarily 
gave  their  assistance  to  the  measure.  I 
have  the  very  best  reason  for  knowing 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  action  of  the 
Government  the  Bill  would  not  have 
passed  into  law.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member 
were  rather  unfair. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  The  reason 
1  mentioned  it  was  this.  We  were  told 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  the  Government  took  the  whole 
credit  of  the  Bill,  and  I  only  wished  to 
show  that  there  was  a  combination  of 
credit.  1  quite  agree  with  what  the  hon. 
Member  now  says. 

Me.  long  :  I  am  very  glad  to  find 
that  we  are  in  agreement  now.  I  think 
his  most  temperate  and  practical  remarks 
will  commend  themselves  to  my  right 
hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Educa- 
tion Department.  Bnt  I  would  like  to 
remind  the  Committee  that  this  is  not  the 
.  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill.  We  are 
now  in  Committee,  and  we  have  decided 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  on  tho  Second 
Beading,  namely,  that  certain  funds 
should  be  provided  for  the  extinction  of 
licences.  Amendments  in  the  direction 
of  education  go  beyond  the  scope  of 
ordinary  Amendments,  and  would,  if 
accepted,  deprive  the  Bill  of  its  principal 
feature.  An  hnn.  Member  has  said  that 
he  regarded  the  Bill  with  apprehension 
because,  if  County  Councils  were 
empowered  to  buy  out  the  owners  of 
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licences  now,  it  would  be  impotsible  in 
equity  to  extinguish  licences  in  future 
without  purchase.  Bnt  sorely,  if  hon. 
Members  opposite  at  some  fntnre  time 
are  in  a  position  to  legislate  for  the 
extinction  of  licences  in  a  difierent  way, 
the  present  measure  would  be  no  obstacle 
to  their  action.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Stepney  has  quoted  an  actual  case  in 
support  of  his  contention  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Bill  which  will  enable  the 
publican  to  obtain  his  share  of  the  com- 
pensation together  with  the  brewer  and 
the  distiller.  If  the  words  in  the  Bill  arj 
not  already  broad  enough  to  include  the 
publican,  the  Government  will  be 
prepared  to  make  the  necessary  Amend- 
ment, so  as  to  leave  the  matter  perfectly 
clear.  The  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment is,  that  any  money  paid  for  the 
extinction  of  licences  should  be  paid 
amongst  all  who  have  a  share  in  the 
property,  without  detriment  to  the 
smaller  owner.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Carnarvonshire  said  that  if,  under  the 
Bill,  the  County  Councils  bought  np 
licences  they  would  only  enhance  the 
value  of  tbose  that  remain.  The 
Bill  does  not  propose  to  limit  t]» 
value  of  the  proper^  to  be  purchased, 
because  it  is  desired  that  the  County 
Councils  shall  go  into  the  matter  as  per- 
fectly free  agents,  able  to  make  the  best 
terms  that  they  can.  But  this  is  a  point 
which  has  been  well  raised,  and  the 
Government  will  consider  it  before  they 
come  to  the  part  of  the  Bill  which 
refers  to  the  matter.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Cirencester  Division  has  made 
one  of  the  most  interesting  speeches 
delivered  on  this  subject.  But  the  hon. 
Member  asked  the  Committee  to  believe 
that  the  Bill  is  hostile  to  the  views  of 
those  who  advocate  t3mperance,  and  is 
indeed  distinctly  a  publican  Bill,  because 
it  is  condemned  by  the  Temperance 
Party  and  advocated  by  the  publican 
interest.  Why  is  this  so  1  From  the 
very  first  the  Temperance  Party  has 
attacked  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
with  all  the  virulence  they  can  command, 
and  the  publican  interest  has  been  driven, 
not  altogether  willingly,  to  take  up  the 
cudgeb  in  defence  of  a  measure  which, 
if  not  very  friendly,  is,  at  all  events, 
equitable.  But  I  am  not  concerned  to 
jnstify  our  action  in  the  eyes  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  for  between  them 
and  the  Government  there  is  admitted  to 
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be  a  wide  gulf  on  the  liquor  traffic 
question.  We  both  wish  to  advance  the 
temperance  movement ;  but  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  will  not  even  admit  that 
the  Bill  represents  in  any  sense  an 
advance  of  the  temperance  cause — though 
licences  are  extinguished,  and  it  is 
made  impossible  for  fresh  licences  to  be 
issued — because  money  is  to  be  paid  to 
the  publican.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Cirencester  made  a  great  point  of  the 
fact  that  there  are  so  many  tied  houses, 
and  that  the  occupiers  are  liable  to  dis- 
xnissal  at  six  months'  notice.  But  as  a 
matter  of  practice,  in  the  vast  majority 
of  cases,  the  occupiers  retain  the  same 
premises  for  a  very  long  time.  They 
continue  in  their  premises  froiu  year  to 
year,  and  notice  is  never  unfairly  served 
upon  them.  Then  it  is  said  that  very 
many  breweries  have  been  turned  into 
pnbhc  companies ;  that  they  own  all  the 
houses  in  particular  districts ;  and 
that  they  will  greatly  benefit  by 
some  of  the  houses  being  bought  up 
— the  cost  of  distribution  being  de- 
creased, while  the  monopoly  is  maintained. 
I  should  like  to  point  out  that  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  remarks  the  hon. 
Geutleman  gave  the  answer  to  his  own 
contention,  for  he  told  the  Committee 
that  in  many  cases  the  brewers  had  paid 
very  large  sums  of  money  for  the  houses 
they  had  acquired — that  they  had  paid 
big  prices  to  keep  out  competition.  Well, 
if  they  are  prepared  to  pay  these  large 
prices  we  may  question  whether  they 
vill  be  willing  to  sell  at  the  price  the 
County  Councils  will  be  willing  to  pay. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the 
millions  of  expenditure  which  the  (Jo- 
Temment  proposals  will  involve.  The 
hoD.  Member  for  Cirencester  (Mr. 
Winterbotham)  says  that  this  is  the 
tUn  end  of  the  wedge  —  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  do  not  so  much  object  to  this 
j£350,00O  as  to  the  hundreds  uf  millions 
which  will  be  the  final  result  of  this 
initial  expenditure.  The  enormous 
total  of  numerous  millions  is  not  arrived 
at  by  taking  the  average,  or  even  a 
moderate  proportion  of  the  public  houses. 
It  is  arrived  at,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 
on  the  basis  of  the  most  valuable  public 
houses,  and  by  supposing  that  every 
public  house  will  be  closed.  That  I 
maintain  is  preposterous.  Do  hon. 
Members  opposite  really  believe  that  all 
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those  millions  wiU  be  spent  before  a 
sufficient  number  of  public  houses  is 
closed  in  this  country  1  Do  not  the  most 
determined  opponents  of  the  liquor 
trade,  such  as  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Cockermouth  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Barrow  and  their  supporters, 
think  that  some  substantial  good  will  be 
done  by  reducing  the  number  of  public 
houses  ;  and  are  they  unwilling  that  that 
good  shall  be  done  because  a  certain  sum 
of  money  must  be  paid  by  the  County 
Councils  before  those  public  houses  are 
closed  1  With  regard  to  the  point  that 
this  is  not  public  money,  I  would  observe 
that  when  that  expression  was  used 
there  was  no  idea  of  contending  that  all 
taxes  were  not  public  money.  What  we 
merely  meant  to  lay  down  was  that  this 
is  a  new  additional  tax  specially  proposed 
by  the  Gtovernment  for  a  special  purpose, 
and  imposed  upon  a  section  of  the  com- 
munity in  order  to  be  devoted  to  that 
particular  purpose  ;  and  also  that  that 
tax  is  not  to  be  imposed  upon  the  whole 
country.  Some  hon.  Members  opposite 
shake  their  heads,  but  I  defy  them  to 
prove  that  the  party  who  object  to  the 
consumption  of  alcoholic  liquor  wiU 
suSer  under  the  devotion  of  the  money 
to  this  particular  purpose.  If  they 
object  to  it,  all  they  have  to  do  is  to 
refrain  from  indulging  in  those  luxuries 
out  of  which  the  money  will  be  obtained. 
One  other  remark  I  want  to  refer  to. 
The  Member  for  Denbighshire  asserted 
that  in  Wales  the  powers  conferred  by 
this  Bill  will  not  be  exercised,  and  he 
added  that  if  the  members  of  any  County 
Council  make  use  of  those  powers  they 
will  be  turned  out.  I  trust  that  that  is 
an  inaccurate  description  of  what  will  be 
the  action  of  the  County  Councils  ;  but 
even  if  it  is  a  true  one  no  substantial 
difficulty  will  arise.  After  all,  what 
would  be  the  worst  outcome  of  such 
action  on  the  part  of  the  County  Councils  ? 
If  they  refuse  to  put  the  Act  into 
operation  the  worst  result  will  be  that 
the  money  will  accumulate,  and  then 
what  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded  to 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  when  they 
come  into  office  to  make  provision  for 
all  those  objects  which  are  so  near  to 
their  hearts.  They  will  not  only  be  able 
to  bring  into  action  such  energy  as  they 
may  possess,  but  they  will  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  have 
2  H 
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an    aocTunolstion  of    fnnds    wherewith 
they  can  carry  out  their  own  views. 

(11.5.)  Me.  H.  H.  fowler  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  in  the  speech  he  made  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  evening,  recognised 
that  the  question  before  the  Committee 
was  one  of  the  'main  questions  in  the 
Bill;  that  the  question  whether  the 
words  "extinction  of  licences"  should 
stand  part  of  the  clause  was  one  of 
vital  importance,  deserving  the  fullest 
consideration  of  the  Committee.  He 
took  the  opportunity  of  delivering  what 
I  may  regard  as  the  official  defence  of  the 
Government  scheme.  Well,  I  must  say — 
andlhave  the  greatest  possible  respectfor 
my  right  hon.  Friend — that  I  was  very 
much  disappointed  with  his  speech.  I 
know  that  if  he  has  anything  like  a  good 
case  no  man  is  better  able  to  make  the 
best  of  it  than  my  right  hon.  Friend  ; 
and  I  must  confess  I  did  believe  after 
the  attitude  the  Government  have  taken, 
seeing  that  they  have  nailed  this  clause  to 
the  mast,  and  are  determined  to  go  on 
with  the  Bill  through  evil  report  and 
good  report,  and  seeing  that  they  have 
recognised  that  there  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  public  feeling  on  this  question, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  made  a  broader  and  a  more  com- 
plete defence  of  the  present  proposal. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  answer  was 
exceedingly  narrow,  as  he  confined  him- 
self to  the  motive  of  the  Government, 
and  to  one  particular  object  which  he 
thinks  this  clause  will  secure.  His 
defence  of  the  motive  of  the  Gh>vem- 
ment  was  that  the  Bill  was  brought  in 
to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance. 
Now,  I  am  not  going  to  cast  the  slightest 
discredit  on  the  motive  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ;  but  I  will  put  to  him,  as  a 
man  of  strong  common  sense,  and  of 
considerable  experience  in  public  and 
official  afEairs,  what  sure  the  probabilities 
of  the  case.  Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  those  who  have  always  been  advo- 
cates of  temperance  are  opposing  a 
measure  intended  to  promote  the  cause 
of  temperance,  while  those  who  have  not 
previously  been  distinguished  by  sym- 
pathy with  the  temperance  cause  are 
advocating  this  measure  because  it  will 
Mr.  Long 


promote  that  cause  f  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  talked  about  the  ignorance 
and  want  of  thought  of  the  temperance 
advocates  on  this  question.  Will  he 
apply  that  criticism  to  the  acute  mind  of 
Cardinal  Manning  1  Does  Cardinal  Man- 
ning understand  the  temperance  ques- 
tion }  Is  he  not  obove  all  political 
partisanship  on  this  question?  ["Ko, 
no."]  Will  any  hon.  Member  opposite 
who  dissents  rise  and  state  his  opinion, 
so  that  Cardinal  Manning  may  be  able 
to  answer  it?  It  is  a  matter  of  notorieiy 
that  on  the  temperance  question  Cardinal 
Manning  has  maintained  an  absolutely 
impartial  position.  There  are  also 
Church  of  England  men,  like  Aitsh- 
deacon  Farrar,  Canon  Wilberforce,  and 
the  Archbishop  of  York,  who  view 
the  Government  proposal  with  disfavour. 
And  you  have  practically  the  whole  of 
the  Nonconformist  bodies  of  the  country 
taking  up  a  strong  position  in  opposition 
to  the  Bill.  The  ai^:ument  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  that  all  these  men  are 
deluded.  It  is  not  a  question  as  to 
whether  they  are  right  or  wrong,  but 
that  they  are  deluded  into  the  belief  that 
this  measure  will  not  promote  the  cause 
of  temperance.  What  would  have  been 
thought  by  our  forefathers  50  years  ago, 
if  that  argument  had  been  used  to  the 
leading  opponents  of  the  Slave  Trade  in 
the  West  Indies,  supposing  a  proposal  had 
been  made  which  its  promoters  intended 
would  put  an  end  to  the  slavery,  but 
which  they  believed  would  have  no  such 
effect?  1  do  not  cast  the  slightest 
doubt  on  the  motive  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  accept  literally  the 
statement  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
Government  to  promote  the  cause  cf 
temperance  ;  but  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  it  is  not  clear  that 
the  overwhelming  public  opinion  of  the 
country  differs  from  him  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  that  the  men  most  competent  to 
form  an  opinion  have  come  to  the 
contrary  conclusion  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  referred  to  one  section  of 
the  Nonconformists,  about  which  I  know 
something,  with  reference  to  their  action 
in  this  matter.  I  endorse  every  word 
which  the  right  hon.  G«ntleman  said  as  to 
Sir  George  Chubb.  No  doubt  Sir  George 
Chubb  was  an  opponent  of  the  view 
which  prevailed  at  the  meeting  at  which 
I    myself    was    present,    and  I   admit 
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that  there  are  a  considerable  number  of 
those  who  share  Sir  Greorge  Chubb's 
views  oa  religions  questions  who  also 
share  his  views  on  this  question ;  but, 
speaking  with  some  knowledge  on  this 
matter,  and  from  the  number  of  resolu- 
tions which  have  been  placed  in  my 
hands  during  the  last  six  weeks,  I  assert 
that  the  overwhelming  majority—  I  am 
within  the  mark  when  I  say  that  nine- 
tenths — of  the  Wesleyan  ministers  and 
laymen  in  this  country  who  take  a  deep 
interest  in  the  temperance  question  are 
opposed  to  the  present  measure.  But  I 
do  not  rest  this  on  the .  ground  of 
Wesleyan  Nonconformists  only.  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Qentleman — and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  has  asked  the  same  thing — to  give 
me  the  name  of  some  responsible 
leader  of  English  Nonconformists, 
Baptist  or  Independent,  some  man  whose 
name  carries  weight,  who  has  put 
that  name  to  a  declaration  in 
&vonr  of  the  principle  of  this 
Bill.  I  pass  on  to  another  point.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  found  fault  with 
the  phrase  "  public  house  endowment." 
That  phraae  was  coined  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  and 
as  it  is  the  intention  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  to  take  part  in  the  Debate  on  this 
Amendment  I  will  not  presume  to  antici- 
pate what  he  will  say,  because  he  is  well 
able  to  defend  his  own  child.  But  it  is 
said  that  the  specific  tax  with  which  the 
Committee  is  now  dealing  does  not  form 
part  of  the  general  Eevenue  of  the 
country,  but  is  some  specific  imposition 
raised  for  a  specific  purpose.  I  object  to 
that  doctrine  absolutely,  not  only  because 
it  is  incorrect  in  fact,  but  because  it  is 
unsound  in  principle.  The  Revenue  of 
the  country  is  one  and  indivisible.  From 
whatever  sources  it  is  raised  it  passes 
into  one  common  treasury ;  and  when  the 
House  of  Commons  is  spending  money, 
whether  on  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the 
Civil  Services,  or  in  expenditure  of  the 
kind  we  are  now  considering,  it  is  equally 
the  money  of  all  the  taxpayers  of  the 
country,  no  matter  from  what  source  it 
may  be  drawn.  Two  years  ago,  or  last 
year,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ttdded  very 
largely  to  the  taxes  upon  the  succession 
of  property,  and  he  added  at  the  same 
time  very  largely  to  the  expenditure  on 


the  Navy.  Well,  would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  contend  that  he  has  ear- 
marked that  duty,  and  that  in  future  it 
is  only  to  be  applied  to  that  purpose  1 
Nothing  of  the  kind.  It  has  gone  into 
the  common  purse.  But  the  present 
case  is  much  stronger.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  his  Budget  speech, 
told  us  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Finance 
Minister  to  raise  as  wide  a  revenue  as  he 
could  on  spirits ;  and  all  Members  will 
agree  that  if  he  is  raising  a  less  duty 
from  spirits  than  spirits  will  bear, 
and  keeping  the  duty  on  tea  and 
everything  else,  he  is  practically 
raising  the  duty  on  tea  and  reducing 
that  on  spirits.  It  is  clear  that  spirits 
will  bear  this  additional  6d  per  gallon  ; 
and,  that  being  the  case,  the  increased  tax 
ought  to  go  into  the  general  Revenue,  and 
we  ought  to  be  relieved  from  some  other 
tax  that  is  pressing  heavily  on  the 
masses.  What  was  the  one  motive  and 
reason  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gave  in  justification  of  this  Bill  1  He 
said  it  would  diminish  the  number  of 
public  houses.  Am  I  putting  it  unfairly 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when  I  say 
that  this  is  not  really  the  basis  on  which 
his  case  rests?  There  are  several 
answers  to  that  plea,  but  I  will  meet  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  his  own  ground. 
The  right  hon.  Gent'eman  asks,  "  Is  it 
desirable  to  decrease  the  number  of 
public  houses?"  It  is  desirable  to 
diminish  the  number,  if  we  can  do  so, 
at  such  a  rate  and  to  such  an  extent  as- 
wilt  effect  an  appreciable  diminution.  If 
we  only  diminish  the  number  by  a  few 
here  and  there,  we  do  not  do  anything 
for  temperance ;  we  only  enrich  the 
owners  that  are  left;  and  certainly 
£350,000  a  year  spread  over  the  public 
houses  of  the  country  cannot  effect  any 
appreciable  diminution  in  the  number  of 
public  houses.  .  What  the  Bill  does,  and 
what  we  object  to,  is  that  while  it  will 
not  promote  the  cause  of  temperance  in 
diminishing  the  number  of  public  houses 
it  will  add  to  the  value  of  those  that 
remain ;  and  if  we  added  to  the  value  of 
the  whole  of  the  public  house  property, 
we  shall  be  giving  it  that  endowment  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  and  we 
shall  render  it  more  diificult  to  deal  with 
this  question  iti  tlie  future.  The 
ailment  on  the  other  side  is  that  the 
decision  of  "  Sharp  v.  Wakefield  "  must 
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be  reversed ;  that  a  licence  is  everything 
except  strictly  legal,  that  it  has  a  market 
value,  and  therefore  if  the  public  want 
the  article  they  must  pay  for  it.  The 
only  corcession  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  said  he  is  prepared  to  make  is 
to  the  Church  of  England  Temperance 
Societies,  when  he  said  that  he  was 
prepared  to  accept  some  Amendment  to 
insert  words  providing  that  the  Justices 
should  have  precisely  the  same  power  in 
future  as  they  have  at  present.  But  I 
do  not  know  that  there  is  anything  in 
the  Bill  to  take  this  power  away.  I 
contend  that  no  Bench  of  Magistrates  in 
the  Kingdom  will,  trfter  this  Bill  is 
passed,  shut  up  one  public  house  or 
refuse  to  renew  a  licence.  But  who  is 
;going  to  receive  this  money !  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  for  the  first 
(time  on  this  side  of  the  House  there  is 
.some  interest  shown  in  what  he  calls 
"  the  poor  publican."  Well,  Sir,  I  do 
not  agree  with  him.  I  have  heard 
throughout  the  Debates  we  have  had  on 
the  temperance  question  a  strong  opinion 
expressed  on  the  Liberal  side  that  the 
man  who  is  deprived  of  the  means  of 
carrying  on  his  living  has  an  equitable 
claim  for  compensation.  But  our  con- 
tention is  that  as  the  Bill  stands  no 
compensation  will  be  given  to  the  "poor 
publican,"  but  that  it  will  go  to  the 
brewers  only. 

•Mr.  RITCHIE  :  The  Government  are 
perfectly  prepared,  if  the  necessity  is 
.shown,  to  insert  words  which  will 
enable  the  County  Councils  to  consider 
the  claims  of  the  licensed  occupier. 

Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  :  Has  the  occupier 
sue  h  an  interest  in  the  premises  as  is  capable 
of  being  dealt  with  under  the  Bill  ?  We 
have  been  told  again  and  again  that 
niue-tenths  of  the  licences  in  the  country 
are  in  the  hands,  not  of  the  occupier,  but 
of  the  brewer.  The  brewers  have  specu- 
lated in  this  class  of  property,  and  they 
have  been  deriving  such  an  enormous 
profit  from  it  that  they  are  recouping 
themselves  year  by  year.  I  see  in  the 
prospectus  of  the  Walker  Brewery 
Company  the  statement  that,  in  addition 
to  immense  profits  being  shared,  ample 
provision  is  set  aside  for  the  depreciation 
of  property  and  for  the  extinction  of 
leases  or  goodwill.  In  these  oircnm- 
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stances,  it  is  unjust  and  unfair  to  call 
upon  the  public  to  provide  this  money. 
The  Investment  Register  on  "  Brewery 
Companies  and  Legislation"  says — 

"  A  cload  of  uocertaioty  has  now  been  re- 
moved from  the  pro«pect8  of  the  'licensed 
trade,'  aa  the  legislative  proposals  for  the 
present  Session  are  before  the  world.  There 
had  been  a  slight  apprehension  amongst  all 
concerned  in  the  welfare  of  the  '  trade,'  snch 
as  brewers,  distillers,  and  even  brewery  share- 
holders, 'ihe  worst  is  now  kuowo,  and  on 
rzamination  of  the  several  proposals  which 
have  been  made  by  Mr.  Ritchie  and  Lord 
Randolph  Churchill  it  becomes  quite  certaia 
that  nobody  is  going  to  be  hurt." 

Then,  after  having  criticised  at  consider- 
able length  the  proposals  of  my  noble 
Friend — who  J  regret  is  not  here  to 
defend  his  views — they  proceed  to  deal 
with  the  Government  proposal.  They 
say — 

"  For  our  present  purpose,  however,  in  the 
interests  of  brewery  shareholderti,  the  most 
important  thing  is  that  in  both  legislatire 
project  a  compensation  holds  a  leading  and 
conspicuous  place." 

The  article  proceeds — 

"Although  this  principle  was  dropped  in 
1888,  BO  as  to  save  the  remainder  of  a  v«iy 
important  Bill,  the  Oovemment  returns  to  it 
as  a  sound  and  rational  thing,  and  the  country 
has  become  educated  up  to  it.  There  is  every 
probability  of  its  being  carried  this  time,  as  the 
Government  has  taken  a  firm  and  decided  pon- 
tion,  from  which  it  is  not  in  the  least  likely  \a 
retreat  with  such  a  majority  as  Lord  Salisb'oij 
commands.  The  double  proposals  make  it 
certain  that  the  whole  weight  of  the  majority 
will  go  in  its*  favour.  Brewery  shareholden 
may,  therefore,  be  congratulated  on  the  sense 
of  security  which  this  equitable  concession  will 
bring  to  them,  and  while  there  is  time  to  act 
we  confidently  recommend  investors  to  buy  sU 
well-selected  shares  that  can  bo  had  at  mode- 
rate prices,  and  not  to  part  with  any  good 
brewery  securities  which  they  may  already 
have  in  possession." 

Mr.  long  :  What  are  you  reading 
from? 

Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  :  The  Investment 
Register.  Again  they  have  an  article  on 
Brewery    Investment,    in    which    they 

say — 

"There  is  generally  a  solid  foundation  of 
freehold  property,  to  begin  with,  in  the  brewery 
itself,  and  in  a  proportion,  at  all  events,  of  the 
tied  houses.  With  this  there  is  a  fixity  of 
tenure,  and  no  chance  of  disagreeable  surprises 
from  leases  falling  in,  and  landlords  doming 
forward  to  claim  the  unearned  increment  of  a 
confiscatory  rent.  This  is  the  first  solid  se- 
curity for  the  capital  invested.    The  next  is  in 
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the  permanency  of  the  trade.  From  time  to 
time  there  is  apt  to  be  a  misgiving  on  this 
point.  The  aggressive  character  of  total  ab- 
stinence and  temperance  advocates  causes  an 
occasional  apprehension  as  to  the  future. 
There  is,  however,  no  reason  to  fear  that  any 
harm  will  happen  to  brewers  as  a  whole.  .  , 
The  large  breweries  now  hold  the  field,  and  so 
mnch  do  these  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country  and  the  stability  of  the  national 
finances,  that  no  Oovemment  can  afford  tn  be 
hostile  to  the  brewing  interest,  or  to  sanction 
any  measures  likely  tu  be  detrimental  to  its 
productivity." 

I  will  only  trouble  the  Honse  with  one 
other  quotation.  The  Financial  Times 
said  on  May  3rd  : — 

"Mr.  Ritchie's  Licensing  Bill,  which  was 
issued  yesterday,  is  sure  tn  receive  attentive 
pemsal  anil  a  very  wide  circulation,  for,  if 
carried  in  anything  like  its  present  form,  it 
will  add  immensely  to  the  value  of  licensed 
property  of  the  better  kind." 

Now,  these  people  know  their  own 
bnsiness  quite  well.  They  thoroughly 
anderstand  what  this  measure  will  do. 
We  understand  what  it  will  do,  and  it  is 
because  we  appreciate  the  force  of  their 
nidation,  and  because  we  believe  that 
this  Bill,  if  carried,  will  strike  a  fatal 
blow  at  all  temperance  legislation  for 
the  future,  that  we  give  to  it  our 
strenuous  opposition.  Practically,  the  Bill 
amounts  to  the  abolition  of  the  Justices' 
power,  root  and  branch,  and  to  the 
assertion  that  no  public  house  shall  be 
deprived  of  its  licence  unless  compensa- 
tion is  paid,  not  to  the  man  who  is 
carrying  on  the  business,  not  to  the  man 
who  is  deprived  of  his  living  by  legisla- 
tive action — and,  speaking  for  myself,  I 
saj  that  under  such  circumstances  a 
man  has  a  strong  claim  on  the  Legislature 
for  compensation — but  to  the  brewer  or 
owner,  to  the  shareholders  in  these  lai-ge 
companies.  You  will  compensate  them 
far  the  termination  of  property  from 
which  they  have  already  derived  enor- 
mous revenues,  those  revenues  being 
based  on  the  contingent  nature  of  their 
property.  The  fact  that  every  brewery 
share  in  England  has  risen  in  value  since 
the  Bill  was  brought  in  is  a  most 
eloquent  condemnation,  of  the  measure. 

•(11.36.)  Me.  PROVAND  (Glasgow, 
Blackfriars)  :  It  has  been  said  upon  the 
opposite  Benches  that  this  is  a  measure 
in  favour  of  temperance,  but,  with  the 


exception  of  a  small  sBction  of  the  Church 
of  England  Temperance  Society,  it  is 
condemned  by  all  the  friends  of  temper- 
ance. It  is  argued  that  the  measure 
.  will  result  in  the  lessening  of  the  con- 
sumption of  intoxicating  drink,  and  yet 
every  person  connected  with  Uie  trade 
is  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  The  sum  set 
aside  is  utterly  inadequate  to  allow  of 
anything  substantial  being  done  in  the 
direction  of  temperance.  Several  esti- 
mates have  been  made  of  the  cost  of 
buying  up  all  the  houses  in  the  country. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Barrow  (Mr.  Caine) 
has  estimated  the  cost  at  £300,000,000. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  Chamberlain), 
when  he  proposed  the  adoption  of  the 
Gottenburg  system,  estimated  that  he 
could  buy  all  the  public  houses  in  Bir- 
mingham for  £1,200,000.  As  these 
licences  represent  somewhere  about  1  per 
cent,  of  all  the  licences  in  the  country, 
the  cost,  according  to  that  estimate,  of 
buying  up  all  licences  will  be 
£120,000,000.  But  another  estimate 
was  made  with  regard  to  Birmingham 
by  another  Birmingham  man,  who  was 
fitted,  from  his  position,  to  form  a  very 
accurate  idea  of  the  value  of  public 
houses.  This  was  a  Mr.  Edwards,  who- 
was  then  the  secretary  of  the  Licensed 
Victuallers  Defenct,  League.  Reviewing- 
the  figures  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
Mr.  Edward  said  the  calculations  were 
clever,  but  altogether  wrong.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  he  said,  estimated  that 
in  a  town  with  a  population  of  400,000, 
the  licences  could  be  bought  up  for 
£1,200,000 ;  but,  he  added,  £3,000,000 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  do  so.  He 
adds: — 

"  Sudi  an  achievement,  applying,  as  it  should, 
to  all  persons  directly  interested,  and  to  the 
£130,000  of  caj.ital  invested  would  make  all 
previous  achievements  of  a  compensatory 
nature  insignificant." 

He  says  it  would  involve  a  complete 
re  casting  of  our  whole  fiscal  system,  and 
adds,  "£400,000,000  would  not  cover  it." 
That  is  the  estimate  of  a  man  well 
qualified  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject. We  have  also  the  estimate  of  Mr. 
James,  President  of  the  Plymouth 
Licensed  Victuallers'  Protection  Society. 
He  estimated  that  the  worst,  and,  conse- 
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qnently,  the  cheaper,  half  of  the  licences 
iu  this  country  ooald  be  bought  for 
£70,000,000,  -which  would  make  the 
value  of  the  whole  about  £200,000,000. 
I  find  that  the  average  of  these  four 
valuations  is  £250,000,000.  Of  course,  it 
is  not  contended  that  all  licences  will  be 
bought  up.  The  Government  speak 
of  buying  up  a  certain  number,  and 
it  is  certain  that  all  the  money  they 
allocate  for  the  purpose  would  be 
entirely  insufficient  to  make  any  im- 
pression whatever  on  the  licences.  Conaa- 
quently  £350,000  would  merely  be  a 
beginning.  They  would  be  compelled  to 
resort  to  fresh  taxation,  and  we  should, 
therefore,  have  fastened  round  our  necks 
an  amount  like  a  new  National  Debt. 
The  temperance  question  would  then  be 
left  in  a  great  deal  worse  position  than  it 
is  in  at  present.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  the  Ijocal  Govern- 
ment Board  spoke  of  some  temperance 
meetings  which  had  passed  resolutions 
in  favour  of  this  Bill ;  but  he  did  not 
allude  to  the  meetings  that  had  passed 
resolutions  against  the  Bill,  although  he 
must  have  had  sheaves  of  resolutions 
sent  to  him  in  opposition  to  it.  Have 
those  whom  this  Bill  will  benefit,  the 
brewers  and  pubUcans,  called  a  single 
public  meeting !  No  such  thing.  1 
believe  no  public  meeting  of  any 
kind  has  been  called  in  any  part 
of  the  country  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 
Although  the  Government  appear  as 
if  they  would  like  to  defy  public 
opinion,  they  cannot  defy  it  permabently. 
It  is  of  little  a33  to  say  to  the  Committee 
that  this  Bill  is  an  unjust  or  impolitic  Bill, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  ptay  in  the 
recollection  of  the  public  whether  it 
is  passed  or  not.  The  electors  are 
much  alive  to  this  question,  and'  when 
they  have  the  opportunity  of  placing 
their  views  on  record,  the  Government 
will  discover  that  public  opinion  is  as 
much  opposed  to  them  on  this  question 
as  it  possibly  can  be. 

(11.46.)    Mb.   CONYBEARE:  Right 

hon.     and    hon.     Gentlemen     opposite 

have    expatiated    on    the    poverty    and 

the   woes  of  the  nnfortunata  publican 

whose  cas3  they  are  popularly  supposed 

to  be  championing.     But  they  have  not 

taold«!d.  the  point  which  has.  been  put  to 
J/r.  Provand 
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them  from  both  sides  of  the  House.  It 
has  been  clearly  demonstrated  that  the 
lion's  share  of  the  amount  voted  will  go 
not  into  the  pockets  of  the  publicans,  but 
into  those  of  the  great  brewers  and 
distillers  and  the  shareholders  in  gpreai 
brewery  companies.  I  should  like  to  see 
any  hon.  Member  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  who  is  not  himself  either  a  brewer 
or  distiller  or  a  shareholder  in  a  breweiy 
company,  get  up  and  urge  that  those 
classes  are  entitled  to  derive  any  benefit 
from  this  system  of  compensation  out  of 
the  public  purse.  They  know  perfectly 
well  that  any  such  attempt  would 
be  received  with  indignation  hj 
the  people  of  this  country,  and 
they,  therefore,  take  good  care  to 
avoid  the  subject,  and  confine  themselves 
to  flaunting  in  our  &ces  the  piteous  tale 
of  the  desperate  condition  of  the  un- 
fortunate publican,  knowing  all  the  time 
that  it  is  a  sham  and  a  humbug. 
Assuming  the  position  of  the  publican 
to  be  pitiable,  how  do  Members  opposite 
answer  the  argument  that  the  publicans 
in  99  cases  out  of  100  are  weekly 
servants  of  the  brewers  and  are  con- 
stantly being  compelled  to  relinquish 
their  means  of  livelihood  at  the  dictation 
of  the  owners  of  the  tied  houses  with- 
out a  farthing  of  compensation?  The 
publicans  are  not  entitled  to  any  com. 
pensation.  They  ate  the  holders  of  a 
monopoly  under  which,  without  the  ex- 
ercise of  brains,  and  without  any  con- 
siderable capital,  it  is  possible  for  them 
to  amass  vast  fortunes  not  out  of  the 
wants  and  necessities,  but  out  of  the 
degradation  and  misery,  of  their  felloir- 
countrymen.  Wherever  monopolies 
have  been  attacked  and  extinguished— 
whether  you  take  the  salt  monopolies 
in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  or  the 
tobacco  monopolies  in  other  times — yon 
will  find  that  compensation  has  never 
even  been  asked  for.  This  monopoly 
differs  in  no  whit  from  those  to  which 
I  have  referred  because  it  extends  not 
for  a  period  of  14  years,  but  f(ff  13 
months.     It    has    been    taken    by  th^ 
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pnblican  with  the  fall  knowledge  that 
the  licence  is  to  be  held  for  a  year  and 
no  longer.     Therefore,  to  come  down  to 
this  House  and  pretend  you  are  inter- 
fering with  vested  interests  and  are  in- 
flicting hardship  on  these  men  for  which 
they  need  compensation,  is  the  merest 
fraud  and  sham.     Let  us  deal  out  the 
same  measure  of  justice  or  liberality  or 
generosity  to  these  men  as  is  dealt  out  to 
others  of  a    similar    class.     These  men 
hold  their  licences  for  one  year  certain, 
and  may,  therefore,    be    considered  as 
tenants  for  one  year.     If  you  will  look 
through  the    annals  of  landlordism   in 
this  country  yon  will  find  the  landlords 
deal  out  very  hard  measure  indeed  to 
their  yearly  tenants  and  think  nothing 
of   turning    them    out    at    very    short 
notice.     I  should    like  to  know   what 
compensation   is    given   to  the  publican 
who  has  been,  perhaps,  boycotted  out  of 
his  livelihood  by  the  Primrose  Dames. 
It  is  well-known  that   in  such  cases  no 
idea    of  compensation    is  ever  thought 
of    by      the     landlords,     and    yet     I 
venture      to      say      such       men      are 
a    thousand     times    more    entitled    to 
compensation  than  the  publicans  would 
be     under     any     conceivable     circum- 
stances.   Let  us  dear  away  all  this  cant 
and  humbug,  and  deal  with  these  yearly 
tenants  on   the  same    principle  as  that 
on  which  all  you   landlords  deal  with 
your  yearly  tenants.     If  you  once  intro- 
duce the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  of  com- 
pensation to  publicans,  I  should  like  to 
know  where   it  is  to  end.     There  are 
plenty  of  other  classes  who  will  be  able 
to  establish  on  this  basis  a  much  stronger 
demand  for  compensation.  Legislation  has 
again  and  {^;ainbeen  passed  which  has  had 
the  effect  of  ruining  a  large  number  of  pri- 
vate individuals.     Take  the  case  of  the 
private    schoolmasters.       An     instance 
came  under  my  notice  a  few  days  ago  in 
my  own  constituency.     An  unfortunate 
man  came  to  me  and  asked  me  for  em- 
ployment.    He  had  been  in  a  respectable 
position   as   a   schoolmaster,  but,  by  the 
operation  of  the  Education  Act,  he  had 
oeen  deprived  of  his  employment,  and  for 
years  past  had  beencom polled  to  take  othor 
employment,  and,  this  failing  him,  had 
eyentually  been  obliged  to  h«g  his  way 
fromhousetohonse.  There  isapiteouscase 
for  yoa  I    What  sort  of  compensation  do 
tin  Government  propose  for  relieving  the 


miseries  of  the  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  unfortunate  men  of  that  description  f 
None  at  all.  This  is  a  measure  of  jobbery 
and  robbery — of  robbery  because  it  pro- 
poses to  rob  the  whole  of  the  public  for 
the  benefit  of  the  publicans ;  of  jobbery 
because  the  Government  know  perfectly 
well  it  is  the  price  they  have  to  pay  for 
the  support  of  the  publicans. 

(11.58.)  Me.  CAINE  :  I  beg.  Sir,  to 
move  that  you  do  report  Progress. 

Mr.  Llewellyn  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "That  the  Question  be 
now  put ; "  but  the  Chairman  withheld 
his  assent,  and  declined  then  to  put  that 
Question. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 

BARRACKS  BILL.-(Ko.  234.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 

INLAND  REVENUE  REGULAIION  (RE- 
COMMITIED)  BILL.— (No.  266.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

•(12.1.)  The  SECRETARY  to  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  of  any  use 
making  an  appeal  to  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site, but  may  I  say  that  this  is  merely  a 
Consolidation  Bill,  that  it  meets  with 
general  concurrence  in  the  House,  and  it 
has  passed  Committee.  The  hon.  Mem* 
ber  for  Bethnal  Green  has  given  notice 
of  two  Amendments ;  but  I  think  he  will 
be  satisfied  with  the  explanation  I  can 
g^ve  him.  I  am  quite  aware  that  12 
o'clock  has  struck,  but  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  objection  to  the  Bill  on  its 
merits. 

(12.1.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long:- 
ford,  N.)  I  would  gladly  support  the 
appeal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if 
(he  Government  would  act  reasonably,'' 
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but  they  will  not.  I  have  a  most  admir> 
able  Bill  before  the  House,  a  Bill  which 
meets  the  general  wishes  of  every  part 
of  the  HoQse ;  it  has  even  the  support  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Soath  Tyrone 

*Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

Committee  deferred  till  to-morrow. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

ACTS  (AMENDMENT)  BILL.— (No.  284.) 

SECOND   BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 
•The  PRESroENT  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie. 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  Geoi^e's):  I  hope 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  this 
Bill  is  introduced  with  a  view  to  re- 
move considerable  defect  in  procedure 
under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act ;  and  a  further  Bill  consoli- 
dates the  law  applying  to  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland.  If  the  House 
will  agree  to  the  Second  Reading  we 
propose  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Grand  Com- 
mittee where  the  details  will  be  fully  con- 
sidered. 

Objection  taken  ;  Second  Reading  de- 
ferred till  Monday  next. 

ALDEBSHOT  ROADS  BILL.— (No.  298.) 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mb  T.  M.  HEALY  :  On  a  point  of 
Order,  Sir,  I  wish  to  ask  why  it  is  that 
this  Order  is  marked  in  italics  "  to  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  ? "  What 
do  right  hon.  Gentlemen  know  of  that  1 
It  is  a  matter  for  the  Hou.se  to  determine, 
and  I  think  it  is  an  illegitimate  and 
objectionable  mode  of  trying  to  induce 
the  House  to  pass  the  Second  Reading. 

The  FINAITCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Bbodbick, 
Surrey,  Guildford):  The  explanation  is 
that  the  Bill  is  of  a  semi-private 
character. 

•Mb.  speaker  :  The  examiners  have 
reported  that  the  Standing  Orders  which 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 
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govern  Private  Bills  are  applicable  to  this 
Bill,  and  so  it  must  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee. 

Me.  T.  M.  healy  :  The  notice  wm 
not  down  yesterday. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The   Examiner  had 
no£  then  reported. 

Second     Reading     deferred    till    to- 
morrow. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL.— (No.  167.) 
COMMrriEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 
*SiB  J.  LUBBOCK  (London  Univer- 
sity) :  On  the  last  occasion  when  this  Bill 
was  mentioned  a  wish  was  expressed  that 
it  should  be  extended  to  Ireland.  I 
stated  that  I  feared  this  was  impossible, 
but  that  if  it  were  possible  I  would 
gladly  do  so.  I  find,  however,  that 
this  cannot  be  done.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee may  now  be  taken. 

Objection  taken. 

Committee  deferred  till  Monday  next. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATDUB 

(PROCEDURE)  BILL.— (No.  245.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(Ill  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Committe  report    Progress ;    to    sit 
again  upon  Thursday  next. 

MOTIONS. 

ENUOWED    SCHOOLS  ACTS    (CHRIST!* 
HOSPITAL,  WEBB'S  CUAUITV). 

•(12.10.)  Mr.  JAMES  STUART  (Shore- 
ditch,  Hoxton) :  Under  the  Endowed 
Schools  Acts  of  1869  a  scheme  for  the 
re-organisation  of  Christ's  Hospital  has 
been  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  since 
the  8th  ult.,  and  to  a  part  of  this  scheme 
I  have  to  ask  the  House  to  express 
dissent.  I  will  occupy  but  a  short  time 
in  showing  why  I  ask  the  House  to  pass 
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this  Besolation.  The  question  is  not  one 
into  which.  Party  politics  enter.  In  the 
district  of  Shoreditch  I  represent,  and  in 
parts  of  the  parish  outside  my  con- 
stituency, there  is  a  very  strong  feeling 
on  the  subject,  wholly  irrespective  of 
political  opinions.  In  1661  money  was 
left  by  will  by  Thomas  Webb,  and  of 
this  will  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  made 
by  the  Vestry  Clerk  of  Shoreditch.  In 
this  wUl  the  testator  says  : — 

"  I  give  and  bequeath  certaiii  lands  in  the 
parnh  of  St.  Leonard  Shoreditch  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Qoremors  of  Christ's  Hospital  and 
thdr  BuccesaoTS  for  ever  to  the  intent  that  the 
said  President  and  Gtovemors  shall  keep  out  of 
the  profits  and  rents  three  poor  children  bom 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Leonard  to  be  from  time  to 
time  nominated  and  recommended  by  the 
Chnrchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of 
that  parish.  And  to  the  farther  interest  and 
purpose  that  after  the  expiration  of  the  said 
onder-leaaes  when  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
premises  will  prove  of  greater  value  than  thoy 
are  now  the  said  President  and  Governors  of 
the  Hospital  shall  for  ever  afterwards  maintain 
and  keep  out  of  the  said  rents  and  profits  six 
poor  children  at  least  bom  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Leonard  Shoreditch." 

This  was  in  1661,  and  in  the  years  from 
that  time  to  1790,  the  funds  from  the 
charity  (»me  to  a  very  small  sum, 
snfiScient  to  support  three  children.  In 
1789  certain  leases  fell  in,  and  in  1790 
application  was  made  to  Lord  Chancellor 
Thurtow  and  a  degree  given  by  which 
the  number  of  children  was  increased  to 
six,  the  income  of  the  charity  having 
increased  to  £130,  and  the  cost  of  keeping 
each  boy  being  £19  4s.  6d.,  so  that  the 
cost  of  the  children  was  within  a  small 
sum  of  the  total  amount  of  the  charity. 
Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow,  after  giving 
the  decree  gave  as  an  obiter  dictum  that 
when  the  funds  of  the  charity  would 
allow  of  it,  application  should  be  made 
for  a  stiil  further  increase.  In  1850 
leases  fell  in  again,  and  the  annual  income 
of  the  charity  increased  from  £130  to 
£1,300,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants 
in  the  parish  concerned  had  multiplied 
by  10  during  the  interval  of  time,  so 


that  the  size  of  the  charity  and  the 
number  of  population  had  grown  to- 
gether. The  cost  of  each  child  at 
Christ's  Hospital  is  at  this  moment  £50, 
so  that  the  children  together  cost  £300. 
[Mr.  Dhon-Habtlimd  expressed  dissent]. 
Well,  whatever  the  cost  may  be,  it  is 
considerably  less  than  the  £1,300  a  year 
the  charity  now  amounts  to.  There  has 
been  a  re-organisation  of  the  funds  of 
Christ's  Hospital,  and  the  proposed 
scheme  now  lies  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  and  to  this  my  Resolution  refers. 
I  want  to  call  the  special  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that,  in  the  quotation 
from  the  will  of  Thomas  Webb,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  if  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
property  increased,  as  Thomas  Webb 
expected  they  would  increase,  provision 
should  be  made  for  six  poor  children  at 
least.  Now,  if  the  fund— now  £1,300— 
had  been  provided  for  the  expense  of  the 
mainteziance  of  six  poor  children,  it  might 
be  urged  that  the  residue  should  belong 
to  Christ's  Hospital,  and  not  to  the  parish 
of  St.  Leonard ;  but  the  words  "  at  least " 
and  the  obiter  dictum,  indicating  the 
opinion  in  the  mind  of  Lord  Thurlow, 
show — and  the  same  impression  will  be 
created  in  the  mind  of  anyone  reading 
the  terms  of  the  bequest — that  the 
meaning  is  that  the  smallest  number  of 
children  to  be  maintained  is  six,  and  that 
it  might  be  a  larger  number.  Now,  the 
parish  of  Shoreditch  does  not  ask  that 
the  whole  of  the  £1,300  should  be 
appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  tlie 
parish ;  but  th^  recognise  that  if 
six  children  were  allowed  by  Lord 
Thurlow,  when  the  income  of  t5ie  fund 
was  £130,  and  the  cost  of  maintenance 
£20  each  child ;  now  that  the  income  of 
the  fund  is  10  times  that  amount  and 
the  needs  of  the  parish  10  times  ais 
great,  it  is  rather  hard  that,  in  the  re- 
organisation scheme  for  Christ's  Hospital, 
no  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  words 
"  at  least "  in  the  will.  This  is  the  more 
hard  under  the  circumstances,  inasmuch 
as  Christ's  Hospital  is  a  large  and 
wealthy  Corporation,  and  the  parish  from 
which  this  fund  is  derived  is  one  of  the 
poorest  parishes  in  London.  I  perfectly 
admit  there  may  be  property  belonging 
to  a  wealthy  Corporation  upon  which  the 
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parisli  in  which  the  propeHy  ia  sitiiatod 
maj  have  no  claim.  I  admit  there  may 
be  distinct  and  terminable  claims  of  a 
parish  upon  such  a  fand;  but  I  say  the 
character  of  the  beqnest  we  are  dealing 
with  goes  beyond  a  terminable  claim,  and 
leaves  open  the  claims  of  the  parish  to 
re-consideration  when  the  fond  has 
reached  10  times  its  original  value. 
The  claims  of  the  parish  have  been 
brought  forward  in  a  Petition  from,  the 
Vesi^  in  whichmembers  of  all  parties  and 
denominations  have  joined.  These  claims 
have  been  urged  for  many  years,  and 
there  is  a  very  strong  and  widespread 
feeling  that  the  parish  has  been  dealt 
with  unfairly  in  this  Christ's  Hospital 
scheme.  The  claim  is  not  in  any  sense 
tor  ahe  whole  of  the  fund ;  but  I  do  say 
that  it  is  a  fair  thing  to  ask  that  they 
shall  have  the  maintenance  of  a  larger 
number  than  six  children ;  that  the  claim 
founded  on  the  change  of  ciroumstances 
which  have  increased  fund  and  parish 
tenfold  should  be  recognised.  All  we 
ask  is,  that  the  scheme  shall  be  referred 
back  to  the  Commissioners  for  amend- 
ment before  it  receives  the  Assent  of 
Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  that  some 
concession  sliail  be  made  in  the 
direction  I  now  represent.  There  has 
unfortunately  been  too  much  of  a  ten- 
dency in  these  schemes  of  the  Charity 
CommissioneTS  to  divert  funds  from  the 
benefit  of  the  poor.  This  is  an  instance, 
and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  the  whole  of 
the  scheme  is  not  open  to  the  same  chaise. 
There  are  objections  to  the  main  scheme 
for  Christ's  Hospital,  but  I  refrain  from 
bringing  up  the  whole  question.  I  limit 
myself  to  the  matter  which  is  the  sub- 
ject of  my  present  Motion  affecting  laj 
constituents  in  one  of  the  poorest 
parishes  in  London.  I  know  that  the 
scheme,  which  I  will  not  for  a  moment 
venture  to  discuss  now  under  this  Resolu- 
tion, does  transfer  funds  to  the  main- 
tenance of  boarding  schoob  out  of  London 
«nd  divert  funds  from  the  Metropolis ; 
and  I  do  not  know  whether  Metropolitan 
Members  may  combine  against  these 
proposals  at  a  later  period ;  but  I  urge 
saw  the  unfairness  of  neglecting  the 
claims  of  one  of  the .  poorest  localities  in 
London  in  favour  of  a  wealthy  Corpora- 
tion, and  I  earnestly  hope  the  House 
wUl  support  jne  in  what  I  hope  I  have 
AstaUidied.as  a  good  oI«im.  . 
Mr.  Jamet  Stuart 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 

"That  an  hnmUe  Addreu  be  presented t» 
Her  Majesty,  praying  Her  Majesty  to  withhold 
her  consent  from  the  scheme  of  the  Charity 
Commission  now  before  the  House  for  the 
administration  of  the  foxindation  oommonly 
called  Christ's  Hospital,  untQ  dae  regard  had 
been  had  -  to  the  claims  of  the  parish  of  St 
Leonard,  Shoreditch,  for  an  increased  ahan  of 
the  endowment  known  as  Webb's  Charity ."— 
(Mr.  Jam*!  Stuart.) 

*(12.25.)  Me.  CBEMEB  ^oreditdi. 
Haggerston) :  My  remarks  shall  be 
brief,  and  I  apologise  to  the  House 
for  intruding  upon  their  attention  at 
this  late  hour,  but  the  importance  of 
the  subject  justifies  me  in  seconding 
the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend.  I  contend 
that  the  Charity  Commissionei-s  in  this 
scheme  have  not  had  due  regard  to  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  Shoreditch, 
and  have,  in  fact,  violated  the  In- 
structions contained  in  the  Endowed 
Schools  Amendment  Act  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  be  alarmed  at 
the  appearance  of  this  cumbertKnne 
volume,  as  my  reference  to  it  shall  be  hot 
brief.  In  the  Act,  it  is  distinctly  stated 
"  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  every  scheme  abolishing  or 
modifying  the  privileges  or  educationfJ 
advantages  to  which  a  particular  class  of 
persons  are  entitled,  or  inhabitants  of  a 
particular  area,  or  otherwise,  to  have  due 
regard  to  the  educational  interests  of  such 
class."  Now,  I  say,  that  in  framing  this 
scheme,  the  Commissioners  have  not  had 
due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  particular  area.  It  ro»j  be 
recollected  that,  three  or  four  years  i^,  a 
Committee  was  appointed  by  the  House 
to  inquire  into  the  conrse  pursued  by 
the  Charity  Commissioners  in  reference 
to  the  method  in  which  they  had  dealt 
with  endowments  left  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor.  That  Committee  sat  for  two 
Sessions,  and  collected  a  very  oonsideraUe 
quantity  of  evidence,  which  was  laid 
before  the  House,  and,  in  due  time,  l(A- 
lowed  by  a  Report,  from  which  1  propose 
to  quote  a  few  short  extracts.  The  Com- 
mittee seem  to  have  gathered  from  the 
erideaee  that  the  Chanty  Gonuniaioneil 
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bad  been  somewhat  lax  in  their  method  of 
dealing  with  endowments  left  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor,  and  if  they  had  not 
violated  the  provisions  of  the  Amended 
Endowed  Schools  Act  altogether,  the 
Committee  evidently  had  the  impression 
that  the  Charity  Commissioners  had  not 
paid  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  people 
in  pai  ticalar  localities, and  this  impression 
appears  in  the  following  passage  in 
the  Committee's  Report:— "The  Act 
provides  that  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the 
Commissioners  to  haye  dne  regard  to 
the  educational  interests  of  the  class  of 
persons  prejudicially  affected  by  the 
scheme.  Schemes  have  been  narrowed 
by  judicial  interpretation,  and,  therefore, 
they  require  to  be  strengthened."  I 
contend  that  the  Charity  Commissioners, 
in  framing  this  scheme,  have  disregarded 
this  provision,  and  also  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  which  sat  upstairs. 
If,  therefore,  the  Charity  Commissioners 
have  not  acted  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  carried 
out  the  desires  of  the  Committee  up- 
stairs, I  think  we  have  presented  a 
very  strong  case  in  support  of  this 
Motion.  I  further  propose  to  point  out 
that  what  is  proposed  by  this  scheme 
will  not  remove  the  grievance  of  which 
the  people  of  Shoreditch  complain ;  and 
I  hope  that  hon.  Members  will  recoguise 
that  on  the  present  occasion  we  are  not 
merely  representing  Radical  or  Liberal 
electors,  bat  that  we  are  speaking  in 
the  name  of  the  whole  ratepayers  of  the 
district.  This  is  not  a  Party  question. 
Hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  are 
-just  as  much  interested,  and  many 
of  them  are  just  as  anxious  to  safe- 
guard the .  interest  of  the  poor,  as 
we  on  this  side.  What  has  been  done 
in  Shoreditch  to  remedy  the  grievances 
of  which  we  complain !  In  the  first 
place,  the  Local  Authorities  have  several 
times  urged  on  the  Governors  of  Christ 
Hospital  that  there  should  be  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  children  educated  out 
of  the  funds  provided  by  Webb's  Charity, 
and  tiieir  application  has  been  invariably 
refused.  The  Charity  Commissioners 
have  been  a^roached  for  leave  to  apply 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  increase  the 
number  of  children,  in  the  same  way  as 
was  done  in  the  case  of  the  charity  to 
which  my  Colleagpie  has  referred.  In 
(hat  case  it  will  be  remembered'  Lord 


Chancellor  Thurlow  increased  the  number 
of  children  from  three  to  six,  and  if 
it  was  right  for  the  psrishionens  or  the 
Local  Authority  to  apply  to  the  Court 
of  Chancery  at  that  time,  surely  the 
Charity  Commissioners  must  have  an  ex- 
ceedingly weak  case  when  they  per- 
sistently refuse  to  allow  a  similar 
application  to  be  made  when  Webb's 
Clutrity  has  so  largely  iucreased  in  funds. 
I  think,  under  any  circumstances,  in 
fairness  to  the  people  of  this  poor 
districti  they  ought  to  have  allowed 
the  appeal  to  be  made  to  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  but,  as  it  happens  in 
every  instance,  the  Commissioners,  like 
the  Governors  of  Christ's  Hospital,  have 
rejected  the  prayer  of  the  Memorials 
presented  to  them.  A  few  day^  ago  a 
public  meeting  was  oonvened  in  Shore- 
ditch on  this  subject.  It  was  called 
upon  a  requisition  signed  by  30  Liberals 
and  30  Conservatives.  I  think  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Shoreditch  acted  wisely  in  taking 
this  question  out  of  the  region  of  Parfy 
politics.  Some  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  who  take  a  clerical 
view  of  endowments  generally,  may  be 
interested  to  learn  that  the  Vicar  of 
Shoreditch  and  the  whole  of  the  Clei^y 
resident  there  joined  in  the  requisition, 
and  many  took  part  in  the  meet- 
ing to  which  I  have  referred.  Then  I 
have  here  Petitions  which  have  been 
prepared  hastily— in  two  or  three  days 
— ^but  which  have  been  s^ed  by  no 
fewer  than  3,044  adult  residents  of 
Shoreditch.  No  Sunday  school  children 
have  been  allowed  to  append  their 
signatures  to  the  Petitions.  They  are  as 
bond  fide  an  expression  of  opinion  as 
were  ever  presented  to  the  House. 
The  Conservative  Association  has  worked 
heartily,  and  co-operated  with  the 
Liberals,  in  getting  signatures  to  the 
Petitions,  so  that  I  think  I  have 
justified  my  statement  that  this  is  not 
a  Liberal  or  Radical  question,  but  that 
it  is  one  in  which  the  entire  people  of 
the  ancient  Borough  of  Shoreditch  are 
concerned.  Now,  what  is  it  the 
Petitioners  desire  \  They  consider  that 
the  numberof  children  to  be  benefited  by 
the  Charity  should  be  increased  from  six 
to  25.  That  is  not  an  excessive  demand, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  income 
of  this  Charity  has  risen  from  £130  to 
£1,300  a  yew.. ,  I  think  we  majt  take  id 
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that  each  child  costs  j£50  a  year, 
although  perhaps  that  amoant  will  be 
lessened  under  the  scheme  prepared  by 
the  Charity  CommiBsiouers,  because  the 
scholarships  to  be  devoted  to  girls 
— of  which  there  are  three — will  involve 
an  outlay  of  less  than  .£50  each.  Bat 
taking  the  general  cost  at  j£50  only, 
£300  of  the  income  of  the  Charity  will 
be  thus  expended  on  Shoreditch  children, 
and  the  Charity  Commissioners  propose 
to  take  away  the  remaining  £1,000  from 
the  inhibitants  of  this  poor  district  and 
use  it  for  the  general  purposes  of  their 
new  scheme.  The  people  of  Shoreditch 
regard  this  is  an  act  of  spoliation 
and  robbery  on  the  part  of  the 
Charity  Commissioners.  I  think  we 
have  a  reasonable  ground  for  claiming 
that  this  endowment,  which  was  left  for 
the  inhabitants  of  Shoreditch,  shall  be 
applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of 
the  district,  and  that  if  this  ,£1,000  is 
not  to  be  used  for  the  education  of  Shore- 
ditch children,  it  certainly  should  be  de- 
voted to  some  other  purpose  advan- 
tageous to  the  welfare  of  the  locality.  I 
hope  that  the  House,  notwithstanding 
the  appeal  which,  I  understand,  will  be 
addressed  to  it  from  some  Members  on 
these  Benches  to  reject  my  proposal, 
will  see  that  it  has  been  made  in  a  spirit 
of  equity  and  justice  and  fair  play. 
Shoreditch  is  one  of  the  poorest  dis^icts 
in  the  Metropolis,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  ag^ee  to  the  Resolution  which  we 
have  submitted  to  it. 

•(12.37.)  The  VICE  PRESIDENT  or 
THE  COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke, 
Kent,  Dartford) :  I  have  no  complaint 
to  make  of  this  matter  having  been 
brought  before  the  House,  nor  of  the 
speeches  of  the  hon.  Members  who  have 
spoken  upon  it ;  but  before  I  proceed 
further  I  should  like  to  express  my  sin- 
cere regret  that  the  hon.  Members,  who 
urge  the  adoption  of  this  Amendment, 
are  somewhat  in  a  difficulty.  They  have 
stated  that  they  have  no  wish  to  destroy 
this  scheme  as  a  whole,  but  that  they 
are  only  appealing  for  justice  for  the 
particular  district  which  they  represent. 
But  here  comes  the  difiBcnlty:  This 
scheme  has  arrived  at  a  stage  at  which 
Mr.  Cretner 


it  cannot  be  amended,  according  to  the 
procedure  of  the  Act,  and  though  it 
might  be  possible  to  excise  from  it 
entirely  that  portion  which  relates  to 
Shoreditch,  the  result  of  so  doing  would, 
unfortunately,  be  to  leave  those  whom 
the  hon.  Member  for  Shoreditch  repre- 
sents in  a  worse  position  than  they  will 
be  under  the  scheme.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  this  scheme  inflicts  seriooB 
mjury  on  the  poor.  I  do  not  deny  that  the 
best  inheritance  of  the  poor  is  a  good  edu- 
cation, but  1  suggest  it  is  an  astonishing 
and  monstrous  proposition  that  by  this 
scheme  the  poor  are  unjustly  deprived  of 
that  inheritonce.  What  has  happened 
during  many  years?  Many  attempts 
have  been  made  to  deal  with  this  founda- 
tion; appeals  have  been  made  by  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  Loudon  and  the  Go- 
vernors of  Christ's  Hospital  to  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil. The  scheme  has  been  amended  in 
the  direction  ordered  by  the  Judicial 
Committee,  and  as  it  now  stands  it  repre- 
sents an  enormous  sacrifice  of  patronage 
and  privilege  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernors of  the  Charity  for  the  sake  of 
the  education  of  the  poorer  classes. 
Therefore,  the  assertion  that  the  scheme 
in  any  way  detracts  from  the  interest  of 
the  poor  is  entirely  contrary  to  the  fact. 
With  regard  to  the  scheme  itself,  the 
hon.  Member  who  introduced  this 
Motion  has  given  an  accurate  description 
of  the  Trust  up  to  a  certain  point,  and 
therefore  I  need  not  follow  him  in  that 
part  of  his  speech.  At  this  moment, 
the  income  of  the  Charity  provides 
something  like  £1,196  per  year.  In' 
1852  the  Governors  of  Christ's  Hospital 
took  special  pains  to  find  out  their  legal 
position.  With  regard  to  a  proposal  to 
increase  the  number  of  children  pro- 
vided for  under  the  Trnst,  they  ob- 
tained legal  opinions,  and  were  advised 
that  they  had  no  power  to  add  to  the 
number  of  the  children.  They  appealed 
to  more  than  one  high  legal  anthoritj, 
and  the  view  which  I  have  described  was 
confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  the  present 
Lord  Selborne.  The  Governors  of  Christ's 
Hospital  are  not  bound  in  any  way  to 
maintain  more  than  six  children  out  of 
the  funds  of  this  Charity.  It  seems  im- 
possible to  frame  any  scheme  which 
will  not  give  rise  to  some  sense  of 
grievance.     The  Charity  Commissioned 
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are  bound  to  adhere  to  the  conditions  of 
the  Act  under  which  the  schemes  are 
framed.  Their  policy  has  been  to 
observe  the  restrictions  which  they  found 
laid  down  as  to  the  number  of  children 
to  be  on  the  foundation,  and  if  they  had 
adopted  any  other  policy  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  frame  any  scheme  at 
all.  As  it  is,  it  has  taken  several  years 
to  mature  the  scheme.  It  is  proposed 
that  179  children  for  Public  Elementary 
Schools  shall  be  placed  on  the  foundation 
subject  to  the  reservation  as  to  the  49 
that  now  enjoy  the  privilege.  The  hon. 
Member  urges  that  Shoreditch  has  been 
left  out  in  the  cold ;  but  the  reply  to 
that  is  that  Shoreditch  will  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  the  scheme  as  a  whol,e 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
Metropolis.  So  far  as  I  understand,  the 
Gomniissioners  had  no  choice  whatever 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  They  have 
been  obliged  to  act  on  certain  lines. 
They  have  not  only  acted  in  accordance 
with  the  scope  and  intentions  of  the  Act, 
but  they  have  also  baen  guided  by  the 
Bsport  of  the  Schools  Inquiry  Commis 
sion  and  the  Reports  of  subsequent 
Commissioners,  who  were  in  favour  of 
removing  the  restrictions  upon  the  use 
of  educational  endowments.  The  Report 
of  a  Committee  in  this  House  which  sat 
in  1887  says — 

"The  Committee  think  that  the  general 
policy  of  the  Commissionen  should  be  to  remove 
nod  not  to  retain  such  restriutions  as  may 
be  calcalated  to  limit  the  use  of  the  endow- 
meots." 

I  concede  there  is  a  strong  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  constituencies  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  all  shades  of  political  opinion  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  No  man  could  be 
more  anxious  than  I  should  be,  if  possible, 
to  remove  the  difl&oulty  in  which  the  hon. 
Member  is  placed.  I  can  only  say  that 
the  scheme  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
children  of  the  poor  in  the  Metropolis, 
because,  at  present,  the  children  who  are 
placed  upon  the  foundation  need  not  be 
Londoners  at  all,  but  may  be  drawn  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  The  essence  of 
the  new  scheme  is  that  the  benefits  shall 
be  secured  for  the  people  of  London 
generally.  Before  I  sit  down,  1  hope  to 
be  able  to  show  that  this  scheme  holds 
oat  a  splendid  educational  prospect.  It 
proposes  that  a  large  number  of  places  in 


the  Hospital  shall  be  retained  for  children 
from  public  elementary  schools.  It 
affords  a  day  school  for  600  boys,  and  a 
night  school  for  400  girls.  This  surely 
is  a  splendid  prospect  for  the  poor  of  the 
Metropolis.  There  must,  of  course,  be 
grievances  in  sujh  a  great  scheme  ;  but, 
looking  at  the  vast  interests  involved,  1 
do  hope  that  the  House  will  support  the 
scheme  as  now  framed,  and  will  reject 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member. 

(12.50.)  Mb,  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.): 
I  wish  I  could  vote  for  the  Motion,  if  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  its  adoption  would 
have  the  effect  of  throwing  out  a  scheme 
which  I  am  afraid  will  prevent  us  utilising 
these  funds  in  the  most  desirable  manner. 
To  my  mind,  the  class  most  in  need  of 
educational  assistance  is  the  upper 
poor  and  the  middle  class.  But  L 
know  it  is  not  proper  for  me  to  attempt 
to  argue  this  question  on  the  present 
Motion.  If  my  hon.  Friend  asked  me 
to  vote  for  his  Motion  on  the  ground 
which  he  stated,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  think  the  arguments  adduced  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
resumed  his  seat  appear  to  be  absolutely 
conclusive,  for  he  points  out  that  the 
Commissioners  have  in  this  matter  acted 
entirely  on  the  lines  of  the  Statute 
which  governs  their  proceedings,  and 
that  they  have  also  acted  in  conformity 
with  the  recomm3ndatioas  of  the  Schools 
Inquiry  Commission,  and  of  a  Committee 
of  this  House.  It  would  be  most  un- 
desirable now  to  revive  the  system 
which  the  Act  of  1869  put  an  end  to. 
No  doubt  it  is  reasonable  for  the  people 
of  Shoreditch  to  feel  aggrieved.  Cer- 
tainly, my  hon.  Friend  has  taken  a 
proper  course  in  this  matter ;  but  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  House  would  set 
a  dangerous  precedent  if  they  adopted 
the  Motion,  for  they  would  immediately 
stimulate  small  localities  to  set  up 
claims  adverse  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  whole  community.  On  this 
ground  I  am  afraid  I  must  vote  against 
the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend. 
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(12.55.)  Mb.  DIXON -HARTLAND 
(Middlesex,  TTzbridge):  As  one  of  the 
Governors  of  the  Charity,  I  wish  to  say 
that  we  have  taken  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  with  regard  to  this  case.  No 
doubt  the  Webb  bequest  provides  for  the 
education  of  six  children  only.  We 
have  taken  counsels'  opinion,  and  we 
have  "been  advised  that  we  have  no 
power  at  all  to  increase  that  number. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  :  By  whom  were  you  so  advised  t 

Mb.  DIXON-HARTLAND  :  By  the 
late  Lord  Chancellor.  The  result  of  the 
adoption  of  this  Motion  will  be  to  throw 
the  whole  of  the  scheme  back  for 
perhaps  another  12  years.  We  have 
been  long  trying  to  frame  this  scheme 
in  a  manner  which  will  give  general 
satisfaction  ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  a 
great  pity  if  now  the  House  were  to 
adopt  a  Resolution  which  would  practi- 
cally render  futile  our  labour  for  the 
past  12  years.  While  sympathising  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Shoreditch  I  appeal 
to  the  House  to  pass  the  scheme,  which 
has  been  approved  by  the  Charity 
Commissioners. 

(12.58.)  Mb.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield, 
Brightside)  :  I  quite  agree  that  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Shoreditch  has 
taken  a  proper  course  in  this  matter  ;  but 
I  must  ask  the  House  for  a  minute  or 
two  just  to  consider  something  of  the 
history  of  this  scheme.  It  has  been 
before  the  Charity  Commissioners  for 
the  last  12  or  14  years,  and  it  has  been 
delayed  by  vested  interests  of  the  most 
extraordinary  character.  Claims  of  a 
complex  and  complicated  character  have 
been  put  forward,  and  scheme  after 
scheme  has  been  completed  anddestroyed, 
until  those  who  took  an  interest  in  the 
question  began  to  regard  as  almost  hope- 
less the  task  of  framing  a  satisfactory 
scheme.  At  last,  however,  the  House 
has  before  it  a  scheme  which  deals  with 
the  largest  sum  with  which  the  Charity 


Commissioners  have  ever  had  to  deal, 
namely,  a  sum  of  i£60,000  a  year. 
Through  the  delay  which  has  taken 
place  no  fewer  than  3,000  children  have 
been  deprived  of  the  education  of  a  life- 
time, and  you  will  continue  to  deprive 
these  children  of  this  education,  if  yon 
adopt  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend. 
The  Commissioners  have  to  deal  with  all 
the  parishes  on  the  same  principle,  and 
if  they  admit  the  special  claim  of  the 
people  of  Shoreditch  they  will  have  to  go 
into  the  claims  of  other  parishes,  and 
the  whole  scheme  must  be  taken  to  beat 
an  end.  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  House 
will  pass  this  scheme,  and  I  may  add 
that  I  should  regard  it  almost  as  a 
national  calamity  if  it  should  fail 

Mb.  SYDNEY-  GEDGE  (Stockport): 
I  wish  to  ask  whether,  in  the  event  of 
this  Motion  being  either  carried  or  lost,  it 
will  be  open  to  me  to  bring  forward  on  a 
future  occasion  a  Motion  praying  Her 
Majesty  to  refuse  her  assent  to  the 
scheme,  not  on  this  point  only,  but  on 
general  grounds  ? 

•Mb.  speaker  :  Yes  ;  I  think  it  will 
be  competent  to  the  hon.  Member  to 
raise  on  another  occasion  an  objection  to 
the  whole  scheme.  The  present  objection 
turns  upon  a  special  point,  namely,  the 
alleged  grievance  of  Shoreditch. 

(1.10.)  The  House  divided  :— Ayes  87  ; 
Noes  115.— (Div.  List,  No.  132.) 

BOILEB  EXPLOSIONS    ACT    (1882)  AUEKVKEyi 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  William  Houldaworth,  Bill 
to  amend  "The  Boiler  Explosions  Act,  1882," 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  William 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Henr^  Roscoe,  and  Ur. 
James  Maclean. 

£111  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  339.] 

It  being  after  One  of  the  clock,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put. 

House  adjourned  at  a  qaarter 
after  One  o'clock. 
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HOUSE     OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  13th  May,  1890. 


WORKING  CLASSES  DWELLINGS 
BILL.— (No.  107.) 

Bead  2*  (according  to  order)  and 
committed  to  the  Standing  Committee 
for  Bills  relating  to  Law,  ifec. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  DELAY. 

QDESTIO.V — 0B8EBVATI0SS. 

•Eabl  SPEIfCER,  in  rising  to  call 
attention  to  the  delay  in  the  action  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  after  an 
inquiry  made  by  one  of  their  Inspectors 
on  21st  September,  1889,  at  East  Hed- 
don,  Northamptonshire ;  and  to  ask  when 
replies  will  be  given  (I)  to  an  applica- 
tion made  on  20th  January,  1890,  from 
the  Brixworth  Sanitary  Authority  for 
sanction  to  a  loan  for  water  supply  in 
East  Haddon  ;  (2)  to  a  complaint  made 
on  4th  March,  1890,  by  Mr.  Albert  Pell, 
as  to  alleged  default  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  said  :  My  Lords,  this  matter 
is  one  in  which  I  feel  a  very  great 
interest,  and  I  will  in  a  few  words 
explain  the  circumstances  which  make 
it  necessary  for  me  to  ask  the  question 
which  I  havd  put  upon  the  Paper.  Last 
August,  unfortunately,  in  a  village  close 
to  where  I  live  in  Northamptonshire,  a 
very  violent  outbreak  of  diphtheria 
took  place  and  a  good  many  lives  were  lost. 
Your  Lordships  will  understand  how 
serere  the  outbreak  was  when  1  say  that 
out  of  a  population  of  something  like  500, 
withinthree  months, from  26  to  30  deaths 
occurred.  The  Local  Government  Board 
heard  of  this,  and  on  the  21st  September 
they  commenced  an  inquiry  by  one  uf 
their  Inspectors  into  the  cause  of  the  out- 
break. The  Inspector  stayed  there  a 
fortnight  and  made  the  most  minute 
inquiries  into  the  matter.  The  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority  were  somewhat 
divided  in  opinion  as  to  how  best  to 
meet  this  terrible  outbreak,  but  by  a 
majority  they  did  come  to  a  resolution 
in  ^vour  of  draining  the  parish.  When 
this  inquiry,  however,  took  place  they 
found  themselves  unable  to  carry  out 
the  resolution.  There  was  a  considerable 
minority  opposed  to  the  plan  of  the 
majority,  and  the  minority  made  use  of 

VOL  CCOXLV.       [thibd  skews.} 


the  delay,  and  I  cannot  blame  them  for 
that.  The  inquiry,  which,  as  I  have  said, 
was  commenced  on  the  2l8t  September, 
lasted  about  a  fortnight,  but  the  Report 
was  not  received  until  the  7th  December. 
That,  my  Lords,  was,  I  think,  a  very 
grave  delay  in  taae  of  the  desperate 
state  of  things  in  the  village.  I 
endeavoured  to  expedite  the  Local 
Government  Board ;  but,  as  I  say,  the 
Reportonly  arrived  on  the  7th  December, 
no  interim  Report  having  been  made,  as 
I  think  there  might  well  have  been 
in  the  circumstances.  No  doubt  the 
Report  was  very  elaborate,  covering 
many  sheets  of  paper,  and  the  la^t 
excuse  made  was  tliat  it  was  delayed  in 
consequence  of  having  to  be,  printed. 
But  what  I  maintain  is  that  we  ought  to 
have  had  in  the  face  of  circumstances 
such  as  I  have  stated  some  short  account 
of  what  the  Report  was  to  be,  in  order 
that  the  Local  Authority  might  act 
promptly  upon  it,  whereas  by  the 
delay  they  were  prevented  from 
doing  anything.  The  very  fact  of 
this  Report  being  expected  paralysed 
the  action  of  the  Local  Authority. 
That  is  the  first  matter  to  which  I 
wish  to  refer,  and  I  should  not  have 
referred  to  it  here,  but  for  a  repetition 
of  the  same  delay  in  the  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings. The  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 
determined  to  give  a  water  supply  to  the 
village,  and  application  was  made  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  neces- 
sary authority  to  obtain  a  loan  for  carry- 
ing oui  the  project  and  erecting  the  new 
water-works.  That  application  was  made 
on  the  20th  January.  Your  Lordships 
will  see  how  very  important  it  was  far 
the  village  to  get  promptly  a  new  water- 
supply,  for  I  believe  there  is  nothing  more 
likely  to  cause  an  ontbreak  of  diph- 
theria than  a  bad  water-supply.  But 
time  went  on,  and  considerable  corres- 
pondence took  place  between  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the 
Local  Authority,  all  of  which,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  might  have  been  got  over 
in  a  few  days,  and  to  this  day  we  have 
not  had  an  answer — at  least  on  the  10th 
June  we  had  received  no  answer  what- 
ever to  that  application.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  from  the  20th  January 
when  we  applied  until  the  beginning  of 
June  no  action  could  possibly  be  taken 
for  supplying  this  place  with  water.  But 
that  is  not  all.  A  well-known  gentleman, 
2  I 
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formerly  Member  of  Parliament,  Mr. 
Albert  Pell,  who  took  a  very  strong  view 
as  to  the  aotion  of  the  Sanitary  Authority, 
wrote  to  the  Local  Grovernment  Board, 
to  ask  whether  the  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority  had  not  been  at  fault  in  the 
matter.  He  made  that  application  on 
the  4th  March.  On  the  1st  May  the 
Local  Government  Board  officer  went 
down  to  make  inquiry  both  as  to 
the  water  supply,  and  aa  to  the 
question  asked  by  Mr.  Pell  as  to 
whether  (die  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 
were  not  in  fault.  We  have  heard  no 
more  of  the  matter ;  down  to  the  12th 
June  the  Board  have  never  received  an 
answer.  My  Lords,  I  think  this  is  a  very 
serious  matter.  The  lives  of  the  people 
in  the  village  were  practically  in  jeopardy, 
and  the  remedy  was  to  carry  out  drain- 
age works  and  to  get  a  new  water 
supply.  There  would  have  been  plenty 
of  time  between  February  and  now  to 
get  the  requisite  water  supply.  If  the 
plan  proposed  was  a  good  one  it  might 
have  been  carried  out,  or  if  it  was  a  bad 
one  a  batter  might  have  been  put 
forward  ;  but,  instead  of  that,  the  action 
of  the  Local  Authority  has  been  paralysed, 
and  nothing  can  be  done  pending  the 
inquiry  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Now,  what  makes thismatter  moreserions 
is  that  after  those  lives  were  unfortu- 
nately lost  last  autumn — there  were 
close  upon  30  deaths — within  the  last 
two  weeks  a  fresh  outbreak  of  diphtheria 
has  taken  place,  and  I  have  received  a 
telegram  from  the  vicar  this  afternoon 
stating  that  three  lives  have  been  lost 
from  the  outbreak.  This  is  attributed 
by  many  to  the  bad  condition  of  water. 
This,  I  think  your  Lordships  will  agree, 
is  a  very  serious  matter,  and  I  wish, 
therefore,  to  call  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  it.  I  am  well 
aware  of  the  great  ability  of  the  Per- 
manent Staff  in  the  Local  Government 
Department ;  I  have  always  found  the 
greatest  possible  attention  paid  to  any 
representation  I  have  made  to  them ; 
but  I  believe  they  are  entirely  over- 
worked; that  the  amount  of  business  they 
have  now  miakes  it  absolutely  impossible 
for  them  to  answer  inquiries  with  the 
promptitude  which  is  demanded.  In  a 
case  of  this  sort  where  life  depends  upon 
the  result  of  the  action  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  where,  at  all 
events,  the  action  of  the  Local  Authori* 
Earl  Spencer 


ties  is  impeded  until  the  Local  Gorem- 
ment  Boajd  inquiry  is  completed,  it  is  of 
the  greatest  consequence  that  there 
should  not  be  this  enormous  delay,  but 
that  the  greatest  promptitude  should  be 
shown  by  the  Departanent.  All  I  can 
say  is  that,  unless  some  change  takes 
place,  it  only  points  to  one  thing — that 
the  sooner  the  Local  Government  Boaid 
give  up  °  their  functions  and  hand  them 
over  to  the  County  Councils  the  better 
for  the  country.  I  have  thought  it  right 
to  give  the  House  this  full  explanation 
of  the  matter,  for  I  think  it  urgently 
demands  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  I  venture  now  to  ask 
the  question  of  which  I  have  given 
notice. 
•Lord  STANLEY  of-  ALDEELET: 
My  Lords,  I  wish  to  supplement  what 
the  noble  Earl  has  said  by  adding  a  few 
words.  I  wish  to  ask  him  why,  having 
pat  down  this  notice  on  the  Paper  as  to 
the  complaint  of  Mr.  Albert  Pell  in  re- 
gard to  the  alleged  default  of  the  Local 
Sanitary  Authorities,  he  has  not  stated 
what  that  alleged  default  is.  But,  my 
Lords,  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority 
have  been'  to  blame.  In  1885  the 
Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Authority 
published  a  statement  as  to  the  evil 
effects  which  had  happened  in  East 
Haddon  from  overcrowding  and  insani- 
tary state  of  the  cottages,  resulting  in 
the  breaking  out  of  disease.  Their  ove^ 
crowded  condition  had  caused  an  inquiry 
to  be  held  by  a  sub-Committee  of  the 
Local  Sanitary  Authority  as  much  as  three 
years  before.  In  1885  I  went  myself  to 
the  Brixworth  Union,  and  I  found  that  a 
number  of  the  houses  in  East  HadJon 
ought  to  have  been  condemned.  Here  is 
the  Report  made  by  the  Local  Board's 
officer — Dr.  Bruce  Low — and  he  says  that 
instead  of  employing  proper  Inspectors 
and  a  proper  medical  officer  they  every 
now  and  then  had  an  inquiry  by  a  sub- 
committee, which  was  not  as  effective, 
not  having  the  experience  and  know- 
ledge required.  This  Report  says  that  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  appointed  for 
the  whole  area,  comprising  about  60,000 
acres,  and  a  population  of  about  13,000 
inhabitants.  He  receives  a  salary  of  ^ 
per  annum,  and  he  is  under  no  obligation 
to  make  inspections  at  all  unless  he 
receives  notice  from  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  for  the  Reports  he  then 
makes  he  receives  a  guinea.     They  cnt 
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down  everything  to  the  lowest  poBsible 
figure,  and  I  think  your  Lordships  wilt 
agree  it  is  impossible  to  get  good  work 
o«t  of  a  man  for  £5  a  year.   The  default 
has  been  owing  to  the  Chairman  of   the 
Board  of  Gnardians  and  the  Sanitary  Au- 
thority, who,  instead  of  putting  the  law  and 
the  Nuisance  Inspector  in  motion,  wrote  a 
complaint  in  the  Fortnightly  Review  in 
1885  putting   the   blame  of    these  in- 
sanitary cottages  in  East  Haddon  on  the 
neighbouring  county  gentlemen.    Since 
the  Be  port  of  the  sub-committee  of  the 
Brbtworth    Sanitary    Authority,    about 
three  years  before  1885,  on  an  outbreak 
of  fever  in  East   Haddon,   nothing  has 
been  done  to  improve  or   suppress   the 
bad  cottages,  and   it  appears,  from   the 
Eeport  of  the  Local  (Jovernment  Inspec- 
tor of  November  last,  that  these  over- 
crowded unsanitary  cottages    are   still 
there.     I  think  the  noble  Earl  is  himself 
partly  responsible  for  what  has  happened, 
i>ecsQ8e    he    is    a    neighbour   and    the 
patron     of    the   rector  of    Harlestone, 
and   he  could    surely    have    put  some 
pressure  upon   him  to  see  that  he  did 
his  duty  in   this  matter.     According  to 
the  view  of  the  Rector  of  Harlestone, 
the  noble  Earl  is  to  blame  as  one  of 
the   13   country  gentlemen  who   reside 
within  sight  of  East  Haddon,  and  none 
of  whom  attended  the  fioard  of  Guar- 
dians   or   the   Sanitary   Commissioners. 
Now,  my  Lords,  this  Beport  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  Inspector  of  Novem- 
ber last  states  that  all  these  cottages  in 
East  Haddon,  which  were  complained  of 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, and  which  I  myself  saw  were  unfit 
to  be  put  in  habitation,  were  all  in  the 
same  state  five  years  after  he  wrote  his 
article  in  the  Fortnightly  Review,  and 
after  the  Local  Government  Board  sent 
down  Dr.  Parsons  in  1885  to  inspect. 
Part  of  this  evil  of  diptheria  does  not 
arise  so  much  from  the  water  supply  as 
from  the  frightful  state  of  the  village 
privies  and    cesspools,  which    are    not 
emptied  more  than  once  in  two  years, 
instead  of  once   in  every  six  months. 
We    have     a    state    of    thing    exist- 
ing    in     the      village      which     it     is 
impossible    should    not    lead    to    diph- 
theria and  other    illnesses.      Then  the 
noble  Earl  has  not  suggested  where  the 
water-supply    is   to    come  front.     East 
Haddon  is  on  a  height,  and  if  a  water- 
sappty  is  attainable,  it  would  be  impos- 
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sible  to  get  it  up  there  without  foroe- 
pumps.  But,  my  Lords,  if,  in  the  mean* 
time,  these  recommendations  of  the 
Beport  had  been  followed  out,  which  the 
Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Anthority 
ought  to  have  seen  were  carried  out,  a 
great  deal  of  mischief  would  have  been 
avoided.  I  think  it  right  to  make  this 
explanation  in  consequence  of  the  discus- 
sion which  took  place  five  years  before 
without  result.  I  must  mention  another 
thing,  and  that  is,  that  though  East 
Haddon  is  full  of  diphtheria,  there  do 
not  appear  to  be  any  cases  in  the  village 
of  Holdenby,  owned  by  Lord  Clifden, 
which  was  built  under  the  direction  of 
the  noble  Earl,  nor  in  the  village  of 
Brampton,  which  is  owned  by  the  noble 
Earl,  whose  cottages  are  more  like  villas 
than  ordinary  cottages. 
•The  PAYMASTER  GENERAL  (The 
Earl  of  Jerset)  :  My  Lords,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  follow  my  noble  Friend  who  has 
just  spoken  in  his  remarks,  or  rather  his 
attacks,  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
Brixworth  Union  has  carried  out  its 
duties,  because  that  is  not  exactly  the 
question  which  has  been  asked  me, 
though  it  would  seem  from  the  Report 
of  the  Inspector  that  there  are  certain 
matters  which  might  be  improved  with 
regard  to  Eiast  Haddon,  which  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  of 
that  Union.  I  am  not  surprised  that  my 
noble  Friend  Earl  Spencer  has  spoken 
somewhat  warmly,  because  anyone  who 
is  aware  of  the  amount  of  illness  that  has 
occurred  at  East  Haddon  will  agree  that 
the  cause  of  illness  should  be  grappled 
with  at  once.  There  has  been  no  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  It  is  true,  as  has  been  pointed 
out,  that  the  attention  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  was  directed  to  this 
outbreak  on  the  30th  August  last  by  a 
par^raph  which  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers. They  at  once  wrote  tO'  the 
Sanitary  Authority  to  make  inquiries, 
and  the  result  was  that  they  sent  down 
an  inspector  on  the  2l8t  September  to 
report  upon  the  matter.  He  furnished 
his  Report  on  the  5th  October.  That 
Report  was  sent  down  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority  on  the  6th  December ;  but  the 
delay  which  elapsed  between  the  time  of 
the  furnishing  of  the  Inspector's  Report 
and  the  issuing  of  the  Report  was  due, 
as  I  am  informed,  to  its  rather  volu- 
minous nature  and  to  the  neceiteity  of  its 
2  12 
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being  printed.  Then  the  qaestion  which 
the  noble  Earl  asks  me  refers  to  certain 
letters  which  were  written  on  the  20th 
Jannary  and  the  4th  March.  On  the  20th 
JannarytheBrixworthSanitary  Authority 
applied  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  a  loan  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  works  for  obtaining  a  water 
supply  to  East  Haddon.  The  Board 
replied  at  once  and  asked  for  particulars. 
On  February  19tli,  the  Board  received  a 
plan  from  the  Sanitary  Authority,  but 
further  particulars  were  required,  and 
before  those  particulars  were  furnished 
to  them,  on  March  5th,  they  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Pell.  The  Board,  there- 
fore, thought  it  better  to  have  one 
inspection,  instead  of  having  two  separate 
inspections,  in  the  same  village.  But 
they  were  unable  to  proceed  at  once  in 
r^ard  to  Mr.  Pell's  letter,  because, 
having  received  intimation  of  a  charge 
against  the  Sanitary  Authority,  they  were 
bound  to  communicate  that  charge  to 
that  Authority,  which  they  did.  They 
did  not  receive  an  answer  from  the 
Sanitary  Authority  until  the  7th  April. 
The  Board  then  directed  an  inquiry  to 
be  made  on  both  the  points,  both  as  to 
the  water  supply  and  the  sewerage. 
That  inquiry  was  held  on  the  Ist  May. 
After  that  inquiry  was  begun,  revised 
estimates  had  to  be  made,  and  those 
were  not  received  by  the  Board  until 
the  13th  May.  The  Report  is  a  very 
difficult  one  for  the  Board  to  come  to  a 
decision  upon ;  first  of  all,  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  of  supplying  the  water, 
because,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  the 
water  would  have  to  be  brought  down 
the  hill  half  a  mile,  and  then  pumped  up 
again  into  the  village.  It  also  appears  that 
a  settlement  has  not  yet  been  made  with 
regard  to  the  private  rights  of  the  owners 
of  the  water.  Then  the  question  of  the 
sewerage  is  also  a  very  difficult  one, 
because  the  position  of  East  Haddon  is 
such  that  any  sewerage  scheme  would 
require  to  provide  for  no  less  than  four 
outfalls  in  order  that  the  sowa/ge  might 
be  treated  at  those  outfalls,  and  as  the 
village  only  contains  about  500  inhabi- 
tants the  Board  had  to  consider  a  great 
deal  before  authorising  so  great  an 
expense  as  those  works  would  entail  to 
be  incurred.  But  I  am  able  to  tell  the 
noble  Earl  that,  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  days,  replies  will  be  received  on 
The  Earl  oj  Jersey 


both  those  points.  It  is  only  fair  to- 
the  Board  to  point  out  that  it  is  Impos- 
sible to  hold  the  inspections  at  the 
moment  they  are  asked  for,  because  then 
is  only  a  limited  number  of  Inspec- 
tors; and  the  Board  are  also  bonnd 
to  consider  most' carefully  any  questions 
involving  an  outlay  of  the  ratepayers' 
money.  I  certainly  hope  that  East 
Haddon  will  not  be  the  scene  of  any 
such  unfortunate  outbreak  of  disease  as 
the  last,  and  that  any  remedy  which  may 
be  carried  out  will  prove  successful. 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBERLEY:  I  have 
listened  with  great  attention  to  the  noble 
Lord's  explanation,  and  I  think,  althoughr 
no  doubt,  he  has  stated  all  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  told  him,  it  is 
really  no  defence  at  all.  It  appears  from 
his  own  statement  that  the  Report  was 
received  from  the  Inspector  on  the  5tli 
October,  and  that  no  {oiswer  was  sent 
to  the  Local  Authority  until  the 
7th  December.  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  seems  to  me  a  pro- 
ceeding which  is  incapable  of  being 
defended  in  any  way  whatever — 
in  the  case  of  a  serious  outbreak  of  diph- 
theria in  a  village  to  take  two  months 
before  the  complete  Report  is  made. 
Although  I  confess  that  I  have  always 
myself  received  the  greatest  courtesy  in 
communicating  with  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board,  I  must  say  this  is  a  case 
of  the  grossest  delay.  With  regard  to 
the  second  point,  I  can  myself  quite  see 
that  to  carry  out  a  scheme  for  a  better 
water-supply  in  a  village  situated  as  we 
are  told  ikst  Haddon  is,  is  a  very  difficult 
matter ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  appears 
that  the  inquiry  was  held  early  in  May, 
We  are  now  at  14th  June,  and  the  noble 
Earl  tells  usthatnothinghasyet  beendone, 
though  we  are  told  on  behalf  of  the  De- 
partment that  in  two  or  three  days,  in  con- 
sequence, I  suppose,  of  my  noble  Friend's 
question,  a  communication  will  be  made 
to  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority.  This 
is  a  vety  Ferions  matter  indeed.  It  is  a 
question  not  merely  of  the  existence  of 
such  an  evil,  but  a  danger  to  life.  What 
confidence  can  there  be  felt  in  a  Govern- 
ment Department  if  its  business  is  con- 
ducted in  this  manner  ?  Knowing,  as  I 
do,  a  great  deal  about  the  Local  Govem- 
meut  Board,  and  that  the  gentlemen  whO' 
carry  it  on  are  exceedingly  efficient,  I 
think  my  noble  Fi-iend's  explanation,  thai 
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the  Board  is  under-manned,  most  be  the 
true  one ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  must 
stj  that  expjrience  teaches    me    that 
unless   very    strong    pressure    is    put 
upon     an      Office,     no      matter     'n'hat 
Department  it  may  be,  you  will  find  that 
the  regular  course  of  routine  will  be  gone 
through.      It  is  therefore  necessary  that 
strong  pressure  should  be  applied  where 
rapidity  of  action  is  required,   and   that 
the   greatest     care     should    be    taken 
that  the  matter  does   not  go  on  in  the 
oidinary      jog-trot    course.     Wherever 
rapidity  is  necessary  pressure  can  be  put 
on,  and  in  such  a  case  as  this  it  ought  to 
hare  been  put  on.     I  must  say    that 
being  Chairman  of  a  Board  of  Gnardians, 
I  have  myself  been  constantly  in   com- 
munication with  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  I  find  that  they  frequently 
are  a  great  deal  longer  in  answering 
letters  than  is  necessary,  though  I  find  I 
■can  always  get  an  answer  by  return  of 
post  if  I  write  a  note  privately  to  the 
head  of  the  Department.     But  then  I  ask 
myself     what     has     the     Department 
been    doing    all    the  time   if    in     the 
interval    an   answer   comes     promptly 
te     me    by     return     of      post     from 
the  head  of  it.     I  can   only    suppose 
that  the  officials  will  not  move  out  of  the 
ordinary  course.     And  if  that  is  so  in  my 
emu  case  what  may  it  be   in  others,  be- 
«aa8e  having  done  a  great  deal  of  busi- 
ness with  the  Local  Government  Board 
I  suppose  they   would  naturally  pay  me 
.greater     attention    than    others    might 
receive.     There  are  g^evous  complaints 
of  the  enormous  time  Government  De- 
partments take    in    answering    letters, 
and      those      complaints      are      often 
extremely    well    founded.       I    would, 
therefore,      press      upon      the      noble 
Earl  either  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  should  be  given  extra  assistance, 
or     that     some     pressure     should    be 
put  upon  them  when  necessary,  so  that 
they  may  act  with  greater  rapidity  and 
«rith  the  promptitude  which  the  public 
has  the  right  to  expect  from  a  Govern- 
nent  Department. 

•Thb  Eael  or  JERSEr:  With  re- 
gard to  the  delay  in  the  B«port,  I  have 
pointed  out  that  the  revised  estimates 
were  not  received  until  the  13th  May, 
and  it  could  not  therefore  have  been  sent 
earlier. 

The   Eael  or   KIMBEBLEY :  They 
ought  to  have  been. 


•The  Eakl  op  JEBSBY:  However, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  inform  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  the  remarks  which 
haye  been  made  by  the  noble  Earl. 

House  adjourned  at  Five  o'clock, 

to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 

belore  Eleven  o  clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  ISth  June,  1890. 


BANKBIIPTCY. 

Copy  ordered — 

"  Of  Statement  showing  the  percentage  of 
Gross  Assets  realised  to  Assets  as  estimated  by 
Debtors  in  cases  closed  by  Official  Receivers 
and  Non-Official  IVustees  respectively,  in  the 
year  1689."— {Sir  Michatl  Hieki  Btaeh.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  (No. 
222.) 

SMALL  HOLDINGS. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committ«e 
brought  up,  and  read. 

Minutos  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed. 
(No.  223.) 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     (No.  223.) 

BARRACKS  CONSOLIDATED  FUND. 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising  the 
charge  on,  and  out  of,  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
any  deficiency  which  there  may  be  in  the 
monies  provided  by  Parliament  for  the  payment 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  any  sums  bor- 
rowed by  the  Treasury,  under  the  provisions  of 
any  Act  of  the  present  Session  for  building 
and  enlarging  barracks  and  camps  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  in  certain  Colonies 
(Queen's  recommendation  signified)  upon  Mon- 
day next. 

NEW  WRIT. 
For  Donegal  County  (Northern  Divi- 
sion),   V.    James     Edward    O'Doherty, 
esquire,  Chiltem  Hundreds. 

WESTERN    AUSTRALIA    CONSTITU- 
TION BILL— (No.  266.) 
Lords  Message,  requesting  a  Copy  of 
the   Report,  <Scc.,  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee  on   the  Western  Australia  Con- 
stitution Bill  considered. 

Ordered,    "That  a    Printed  Copy  be 
communicated." 
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IRELAND— NEWBY  UNION. 
Mb.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lientenaat  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
amount  duo  for  poors'  rate  in  the  Union 
of  Newry  by  the  immediate  lessors  in 
respect  of  holdings  valued  under  j£4  5s.  ? 
•The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.):  The  Local  Government  Board  are 
informed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Newry 
Union  that  the  recoverable  amount  due 
by  immediate  lessors  of  holdings  valued 
at  or  under  £4  is  only  a  few  shillings, 
and  that  every  exertion  is  being  miade 
by  the  Guardians  to  get  in  before  the 
Ist  July  all  the  arrears  of  rates  due. 

THE  NATIONAL  TEACHERS  ACT. 

Mb.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  theLordLieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  a  correspondence  between  the 
Secretary  (A.  Anderson)  to  the  Associa- 
tion of  ^National  Teachers  in  the  Union 
of  Eoniskillen,  Ireland,  arid  the  Local 
Government  Board,  dated  26th  and  30th 
May  last,  in  reference  to  a  rate  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Enniskillen 
Union  of  the  25th  March  last,  purport- 
ing to  rescind  a  resolution  of  the  7th 
February,  1882,  whereby  the  Union  was 
made  contributory  under  "  The  National 
Teachers  Act,  1875;"  whether  the  alle- 
gation of  the  teachers  is  true,  that  the 
motion  rescinding  the  resolution  of  the 
7th  February,  1882,  and  making  the 
Union  non- contributory,  was  carried 
illegally;  whether  the  motion  was 
carried  by  the  vote  of  a  Mr.  Bennison, 
an  ex  officio  Guardian,  who  when  voting 
was  disqualified ;  whether  his  vote  was 
immediately  challenged;  whether  his 
name  has  since  been  removed,  by 
authority  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  the  Board  of  Guardians,  from 
the  list  of  ex  officio  Guardians  of  the 
Enniskillen  Union ;  whether  the  rate  of 
the  Guardians  was  challenged  on  the 
moment  on  another  issue,  namely,  the 
vote  of  the  presiding  chairman,  and  a 
14  days'  notice  of  motion  handed  in  to 
sustain  the  resolution  of  the  7th  Feb- 
ruary, 1882 ;  whether,  before  either  of 
those  issues  were  disposed  of,  the  Local 
Government  Board  made  their  official 


notification  to  the  Commissiooen  of 
National  Education  by  omitting  (see 
letter,  30th  May)  Enniskillen  Union  froiui 
the  list  of  contributory  Unions ;  whether, 
at  the  striking  of  the  last  rate  in  Sep- 
tember, 1889,  the  Guardians  estimated 
for  the  probable  amount  of  result  fees ; 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board, 
by  their  letter  of  30th  May  last,  refuse 
to  further  interfere  to  assist  the  teachers 
of  the  Union  to  their  results ;  and 
whether,  considering  the  present  position 
of  the  teachers,  and  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  he  will  request  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  re-consider  the 
whole  matter  with  a  view  to  continuing 
the  Enniskillen  Union  contributory  under 
the  Act  of  1875 } 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  facts  appear 
to  be  substantially  as  stated  in  the  first 
paragraph.  It  was  contended  that  the 
motion  was  illegal,  inasmuch  as  the 
chairman  had  declined  to  vote  when  his 
name  was  called,  but  had  subsequently 
voted  when  the  numbers  had  been 
declared  on  each  side,  but  before  a 
decision  had  been  announced  from  the 
Chair.  The  Local  Government  Board 
laid  the  matter  before  their  legal  adviser^ 
who  advised  that  the  facts  were  not  such 
as  to  make  the  vote  illegal  or  void.  The 
resolution  of  the  Guardians  had  not  been 
questioned  on  any  other  ground  than 
that  of  the  action  of  the  chairman  up  to 
the  2nd  April,  when  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  furnished  the  Commissioners, 
or"  National  Education  with  the  list  of 
contributory  unions  under  the  National 
School  Teachers'  Act,  under  one  of  the 
provisions  of  which  the  resolution  had 
come  into  operation  from  the  previous 
day.  Some  days  afterwards  a  question 
was  raised  as  to  the  qualification  of  a  Mr. 
J.  J.  Bennison,  and  it  appears  that  that- 
gentleman,  not  having  fumishedl 
particulars  of  his  property  in  the  Union,  . 
called  for  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Union,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  he  possessed  the  requisite  qus^- 
fication  for  the  office  of  ex  officio- 
Guardian,  the  clerk  has  removed  his 
name  from  the  list.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  no  power  to  inteifeie 
further  in  the  matter ;  but  it  is,  of 
course,  open  to  the  Guardians  to  again 
become  contributory  next  year,  should  a 
majority  of  the  Board  bo  th«n  in  favour 
of  doing  so. 
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LAND  COMMISSION— BELPA81'. 
Mb.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
the  nmnber  of  fair  rent  appeals  disposed 
of  by  the  Chief  Land  Commission  daring 
its  last  sitting  at  Belfast ;  and  in  what 
namber  of  cases  were  the  rents  fixed  by 
the  Sab-Commissioners  confirmed,  in- 
creased, and  redaced  respectively  t 

Me.  a.  J.  BALB'OUR:  The  Land 
Commissioners  report  that  there  were 
143  cases  listed  for  the  sitting  of  the 
Appeal  Court  in  Belfast,  on  April  28, 
1890.  Of  these,  20  were  cross  appeals, 
leaving  123  cases  to  be  disposed  of  at 
the  sitting,  and  that  the  list  was  disposed 
of  as  follows  : — Withdrawn,  settled,  or 
strnck  oat  for  non-appearance,  54 ; 
orders  of  Sab-Commissioners  confirmed 
after  hearing,  52 ;  originating  notices 
dismissed  on  legal  grounds,  five ;  rents 
nised,  five ;  order  of  dismissal  of 
originating  notice  reversed,  one;  ad- 
joamed  at  request  of  parties,  four; 
remaining  for  judgment,  two ;  total,  123. 

POLICE  AT  PORTUMNA. 
Mb.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.)  :  I  beg  to. 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
state  by  whose  directions  two  members 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  follow 
the  movements  of  Mai  tin  Fahy,  of 
Sheenrush,  Portumna,  and  John  Mor- 
rissy,  of  Portumna,  and  pay  nightly 
visits  to  their  houses,  where  they  re- 
main for  over  a  quai^«r  of  an  hour,  each 
time  endeavouring  to  engage  the  inmates 
of  the  house  in  conversation,  and  on 
being  questioned  as  to  their  business 
refuse  to  answer ;  on  what  charge  were 
these  two  men  arrested  on  the  evening 
uf  the  9th  of  May  last  by  two  constables, 
who  were  under  the  influence  of  drink, 
and  put  in  the  lock-np  until  3  o'clock 
next  day,  when  they  were  brought 
before  Mr.  Tener,  J.P.,  and,  no  charge 
being  made  against  them,  were  ordered 
to  be  discharged,  as  there  was  neither  a 
warrant  or  information  against  them ; 
whether  he  will  have  an  inquiry  made 
into  the  conduct  of  the  constables  ;  and 
if  any  reparation  will  be  made  to  Mr. 
Fahy  and  Mr.  Morrissy  for  the  injury 
done  them  % 


Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Constaba- 
lary  Authorities  report  that  the  men 
had  been  under  supervision,  there  being 
reason  to  believe  that  they  are  en- 
gEtged  in  illegal  practices.  In  regard 
to  the  8;;cond  paragraph  of  the  question, 
I  understand  that  an  action  has  been 
brought  against  the  police,  and,  there- 
fore, it  would  not  be  proper  that  I  should 
make  any  statement  pending  a  judicial 
inquiry. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Is  it  open 
to  the  police  to  enter  mens'  houses  when 
they  are  not  asked  to  do  so,  because  they 
are  suspected  of  an  inclination  or  in- 
tention to  commit  some  offence  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
pretsnd  to  answer  a  legal  question,  but  I 
do  not  gather  from  the  question  on  the 
Paper  that  the  police  did  that.  There  is 
no  allegation  that  the  police  forced  their 
way  into  any  houses. 

Me.  SEXTON:  Is  this  practice 
followed  of  keeping  men  praotically 
in  custody  all  night  in  order  to  relieve 
the  authorities  from  the  duty  of  making 
inquiry  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  authorities 
are  not  relieved  from  the  duty  of  making 
inquiry.  I  believe  that  in  regard  to  one 
of  these  men,  John  Morrissy,  he  was 
convicted  of  conspiracy  in  May,  last  year. 

Me.  SEXTON :  For  the  protection  of 
the  public,  will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man order  that  where  the  police  are 
engaged  in  dogging  the  footsteps  of 
particular  individuals,  a  record  shall  be 
kept  of  the  nature  of  the  suspicions 
entertained  against  them,  so  that,  if 
necessary,  they  may  be  referred  to 
afterwards  P 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
that  in  all  such  cases  it  would  be 
desirable  to  keep  a  public  record. 

•Me.  ROCHE:  Is  it  the  fact  that 
Morrissty  was  summoned  for  intimidating 
a  man  named  James  Mitchel,  and  that 
when  Mitchel  was  produced  by  the 
Crown  at  the  trial,  he  swore  that  he  did 
not  see  Morrissy  on  the  day  of  the  alleged 
intimidation  and  did  not  know  him  at  all, 
and  consequently  he  ooald  not  have  inter- 
fered with  the  man  in  any  shape  or  form  '< 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not  know 
that  that  is  the  fact ;  but  if  it  is,  it  would 
be  an  important  circumstance  to  bring 
forward  in  the  action  to  which  I  have 
referred 
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Mb.  CLANCY  (DnbUn  Co.,  N.) :  Is  it 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  pay 
the  costs  of  defending  the  action  f 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
know  that  there  will  be  an  action. 

IRISH    PRISON    "WARDERS. 

Me.  CONYBEARE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  still  enforces  the 
rale  that  no  warder  in  an  Irish  prison 
may  go  ontside  the  walls  without  uni- 
form ;  how  long  such  order  has  been  in 
force;  whether  he  is  aware  that  it 
entails  great  hardship  upon  the  warders, 
who  are  thereby  prevented  from  enjoy- 
ing any  recreation  during  the  hours 
when  they  are  off  duty ;  whether  it  has 
come  to  bis  notice  that  the  warders  are 
at  times  attacked  and  insulted  by  roughs 
when  they  appear  in  the  public  streets 
in  their  uniform  ;  and  whether  the  same 
rule  applies  to  the  female  warders,  and, 
if  not,  why  not  f 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFO^JR:  The  General 
Prisons  Board  report  that  the  rale  that 
no  warder  in  an  Irish  prison  may  go  ont- 
side the  walls  without  uniform  was 
originally  made  in  February,  1879,  and 
was  renewed  in  April,  1889.  The 
Prisons  Board  are  not  aware  that  it 
entails  great  hardship.  The  Board  are 
not  aware  that  the  wearing  of  prison 
uniform  is  the  cause  of  warders  being 
attacked  and  insnited  by  roughs  in  the 
public  streets.  The  rale  does  not  apply 
to  female  warders,  the  uniform  worn  by 
them  being  merely  a  black  dress. 

Me.  sexton  :  May  I  ask  the  Home 
Secretary  if  no  English  warder  is  allowed 
to  go  outside  the  prison  unless  he  is  in 
uniform  1 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for  the 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  MArrHEws, 
Birmingham,  E.) :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  give  notice  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

DERRY  GAOL. 
Mb.  CONYBEARE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  will  state  for  each 
of  the  months  since  September  last  the 
number  of  Catholic  prisoners  confined  in 
Derry  Graol  and  the  terms  for  which 
they  have  been  imprisoned ;  whether 
any  Catholic  clei^man  has  during  that 
period  been  permitted  to  visit  such 
prisoners ;  has  any  Catholic  service  been 


conducted  in  the  prison  chapel  during 
that  period  ;  and  whether  he  still  refuses 
to  sanction  the  appointment  by  the 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  to  the  prison  chap- 
laincy of  such  clergymen  as  the  Bishop 
may  see  fit  to  nominate  1 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  not 
had  time,  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of 
the  notice,  to  ascertain  the  particulars,  and 
must  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  postpone 
the  Question. 

THE  STRIKES  BILL. 
Mb.  SEXTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Belfast  (Mr.  de  Cofaain) 
whether,  in  view  of  the  disapproval  of 
his  Strikes  Bill  by  the  Belfast  Trades' 
Council  and  other  Public  Bodies  repre- 
sentative of  industrial  interests,  he 
intends  to  proceed  with  the  measure? 
•Mr.  de  COBAIN  (Belfast.  E.):  In 
deference  to  the  views  expressed  by  the 
body  to  which  the  hon.  Member's  ques- 
tion refers,  I  do  not  intend  taking  any 
active  steps  for  the  further  promotion  of 
the  measure  this  Session,  and  it  is  my 
intention  to  move  at  a  future  time  that 
the  Order  be  discharged. 

IRISH  PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  ACT. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  (Huddersfield) :  I 
beg  to  ask  ilie  Secrettuy  to  the  Treasury 
what  advances  have  been  made  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works  in  Ire- 
land under  the  Public  Works  Loans 
(Tramways)  (Ireland)  Act  of  1886  1 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.):  The 
amount  of  the  advances  made  by  the 
Commissioners  under  the  Public  Works 
Loans  (Tramways)  (Ireland)  Act  of  1886 
is  JEI  89,600. 

POLICE  IN  TIPPERARY. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  whether  it  is  true 
that  a  group  of  people  who  had  assembled 
on  Wednesday  night  in  a  square  at  New 
Tipperary,  and  lighted  a  bonfire  to  cele- 
brate Mr.  W.  O'Brien's  majiiage,  were 
charged  and  batoned  by  the  police,  and 
that  the  police  extinguished  the  bonfire 
and  carried  away  a  flag  which  the  party 
had  with  them  ;  if  so,  on  what  ground 
was  this  gathering  dispersed  1^  the 
police  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  My  attention 
was  this  afternoon  called  to  a  paragraph 
which  has  appeared  in  a  London  morning 
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paper,  and  I  telegraphed  to  Dublin  for 
information,  but  have  not  yet  received  a 
reply. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  will  repeat  the  qnes- 
tion  on  Monday. 

THE  NAVAL  AND  MILITARY 
MANCEDVRE8  AT  DOVER. 
Mb.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if 
he  intends  placing  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  an  Objective  Memorandum  of 
the  recent  combined  Naval  and  Military 
Manoaavres  at  Dover ;  and  whether  he 
has  seen  a  letter  in  the  Times  from 
General  Sir  Andrew  Clarke,  in  which  he 
designates  the  manoeuvres  as  senssless, 
and  calculated,  if  followed  by  actual 
war,  to  lead  to  bloodshed  and  disaster — 

"  That  vessel);  utterly  unfitted  for  engaging 
in  coast  defence  were  permitted  to  remain  for 
hoora  under  a  fire  which  would  have  annihilated 
them  iu  20  minutes,  besides  being  engaged  in 
other  impracticable  tactics." 

The  first  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  The  recent  operations  at 
Dover  were  designed  by  the  Military 
Authorities,  and  the  only  part  taken  by 
the  Admiralty  was,  at  the  request  of  the 
War  OfBce,  to  direct  the  attendance  of 
four  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  on  the  occa- 
sion. I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  lay 
before  the  House  the  "  Objective 
Memorandum"  referred  to  by  the  hon 
Member.  No  OiBcial  Report  upon  the 
manoeuvres  in  question  has  yet  been 
received  by  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  GOURLEY :  1  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  how  many 
troops.  Regular  and  Auxiliary,  were 
engaged  in  the  recent  combined  Military 
and  Naval  Manoeuvres  at  Dover ;  the 
position,  calibre,  aitd  number  of  guns 
engaged  in  defending  the  town  and 
fortifications  against  the  naval  attack ; 
and  the  object  of  the  manoenvres  ? 

The  secretary  or  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle) :  The  object  was  to  test,  in 
a  small  degree,  the  working  of  a  scheme 
of  defence,  and  the  conditions  under 
which  fire  can  be  controlled  and  regulated 
according  to  recent  orders.  Practically, 
the  garrison  of  Dover  was  employed  in 
in  the  defence  of  that  fortress  against 
the  troops  at  ShorncliSe,  aided  by  a 
sea  attack.  Contingents  of  Militia  and 
Volnnteers  took  part  in  the  operations. 


It  would  not  bo  for  the  public  interest 
that  I  should  furnish  particulars  of  the 
guns  engi^ed. 

H.U.S.  BARSAM. 

Mb.  GOURLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
H.M.S.  Barham,  on  her  preliminary 
trial,  with  her  engines  worlang  at  only 
a  moderate  speed,  and  much  below 
what  she  is  expected  to  develop,  even 
with  natural  draught,  had  to  return  to 
port  owing  to  the  dangeroiis  vibration 
of  her  bearings,  especially  her  thrust 
blocks  ;  whether  it  is  true  that  the  hull 
is  of  steel,  and  the  plates  so  thin,  that 
di£Bcu'ty  was  experienced  in  rivetting 
them;  who  is  responsible  for  having 
designed  and  built  this  vessel  without  a 
double  bottom,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  engines  are  bolted  right  on  to  the 
thin  skin  of  the  ship ;  and  what 
measures  the  Admiralty  intend  adopting 
to  stiffen  and  make  the  vessel  seaworthy? 

LOED  G.  HAMILTON:  The  Barham 
and  Bellont  are  experimental  vessels, 
being  practically  torpedo  gun- vessels  on 
a  large  scale,  with  locomotive  boilers, 
and  built  to  attain  a  high  speed  on  a 
limited  displacement.  The  Barham 
made  a  preliminary  trial  on  May  19th. 
This  waa  her  first  trial  under  way.  It 
was  made  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
contractors  the  opportunity  of  observing 
the  working  of  the  propelhng  machinery 
and  making  any  necessary  adjustments 
before  proceeding  to  the  official  trial. 
This  preliminary  trial  continued  the 
whole  day,  the  maximum  power 
developed  being  about  3,000  horse- 
power, and  the  contract  natural  draught 
power  being  3,500  horse-power.  There 
was  no  dangerous  vibration  of  the 
bearings  to  the  main  engines ;  in  fact, 
they  were  practically  rigid.  The  thrust 
block  bearers  moved  slightly,  indicating 
the  desirability  of  stronger  attachments 
to  the  hull  pi-oper.  The  work  is  now 
practically  completed.  The  hull  is  built 
of  steel,  but  no  difficulty  in  riveting  the 
plates  has  been  experienced.  The 
responsible  designer  of  the  Barham  is 
Mr.  W.  H.  White.  No  vessel  of  such 
small  size  as  the  Barham.  has  been  con- 
structed with  a  double  bottom  ;  in  fact, 
the  arrangement  is  impracticable  in 
association  with  such  light  draught  and 
the  due  protection  of  the  machinery. 
The  engines  are  not  bolted  right  on  to 
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the  skdn  of  the  ship,  but  carried  on 
exceptioually  deep  and  strong  girders. 
Beyond  the  additional  fastenings  to 
thrnst  bearers,  no  change  in  structure 
has  been  shown  to  be  necessary  so  far  as 
trials  have  gone. 

FISHING  GROUKDS  IK  THE  TH.i.MES 
ESTUARY. 
Majoe  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  as  owing  to  the  deposit 
of  London  sewage  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Nore  Sand  the  fishing  grounds  of  the 
Thames  Estuary  are  being  injured,  he 
will  arrange  for  the  station  of  a  Govern- 
jnent  ship  in  the  neighbourhood,  in 
order  that  the  sludge  may  be  deposited 
according  to  agreement  east  of,  and  no 
higher  up  the  river  than,  the  Knock 
Buoy  t 

•The  president  op  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.)  :  No  agreement  such  as  is  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member  has  come  oflBcially 
to  my  knowledge,  and  there  seems  some 
difficulty  in  taking  any  action  in  the 
matter  until  it  has  been  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee  of  the 
recently  created  Kent  and  Essex  Sea 
Fisheries  District,  who  will  have  power 
to  deal  with  it. 

Major  RASCH:  Arising  out  of  that 
answer  may  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man if  he  is  aware'  that  the  sewage  of 
the  City  of  New  York  is  taken  20  miles 
out  to  sea,  and  that  a  Government 
vessel  is  employed  to  see  that  it  is  not 
put  upon  the  fishing  grounds  1 

•Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  This  is  not 
the  United  States. 

WILD  BIRDS  PREVENTION  ACT. 

Sir  HUSSEY  VIVIAN  (Swansea, 
District)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  an  account  which 
appeared  in  the  Daily  Graphic  of  an  in- 
fringement of  the  Wild  Birds  Preserva- 
tion Act,  perpetrated  on  or  about  the 
24th  May  on  the  Island  of  Grassholme, 
on  the  Coast  of  Pembrokeshire,  by 
certain  persons  belonging  to  a  steamer 
called  the  Sir  Richard  Fletcher, 
employed  by  the  War  Department  as  a 
submarine  miners'  steamer,  in  which  it 
is  stated  that  gannets  and  other  sea 
birds  were  shot  by  persons  on  board  the 
steamer,  and  that 

Lord  G.  Hamilton 


"  six  yoong  men  landed  and,  witli  the  boat'* 
crew,  dispersed  over  the  island  and  began 
shooting  puffins  and  gulls." 

The  correspondent  further  says — 

"  The  gannet  eyries  were  empty,  and  as  I  nt 
by  I  saw  above  me  the  sailors  hunting  out  the 
puffins  from  their  holes  and  killing  them  with 
sticks,  while  three  men  in  the  costume  and 
with  the  accent  of  gentlemen  were  wandering 
along  the  edge  of  the  eriie,  taking  the  eggs  of 
the  gannet  from  every  nest,  a  bird  which  only 
lays  one  egg ;  not  only  so,  but  one  man  wu 
taking  egg  after  egg,  not  with  any  parpose  of 
preservation,  but  simply  flinging  them,  a* 
fast  as  he  could  gather  them,  over  the  cliff,  to 
smash  on  the  rocks  below.  When,  after  Sir 
Richard  Fletthcr  had  sailed,  I  visited  the 
gannets'  quarters'  1  found  that  of  200  nests 
within  reach  only  two  retained  their  eggs  " ; 

whether  he  will  cause  inquiries  to  be 
made  as  to  the  persons  by  whom  these 
infractions  of  the  law  were  perpetrated ; 
and  whether,  if  no  power  exists  to 
punish  them  by  military  law,  he  will 
cause  prosecutions  to  be  instituted 
against  them  t 

Me.  E.  STANHOPE:  The  whole 
question  put  by  the  hon.  Member  was 
answered  yesterday,  and .  I  have  nothing 
to  add.  There  is  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
prosecute  any  persons  in  respect  of  what 
has  been  done. 

Sir  H. VIVIAN:  I  submit  that  the 
question  was  not  answered  yesterday.  I 
want  to  know  by  whom  this  infringe- 
ment of  the  Act  was  perpetrated;  or 
rather,  by  whose  instructions ;  and 
whether  no  power  exists  under-  military 
law  to  punish  the  offenders.  If  there 
is  power,  will  he  cause  a  prosecution  to 
be  instituted? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  I  stated  that 
there  has  been  an  inquiry  into  the  fads. 
It  is  not  known  who  the  persons  were, 
and  I  explained  why  it  was  not  intended 
to  prosecute. 

Sir  H.  VIVIAN :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  furnish  the  names  of  the 
persons  who  landed,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  prosecuted  if  evidence  against 
them  can  be  obtained  1 

Me.  E.  STANHOPE :  I  wUl  consider 
that  question. 

TELEGRAPHIC   COMlfUNICATION 
WITH  AUSTRALIA. 

Sib  G.  BADEN-POWELL  (Liver- 
pool, Kirkdale):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  any  definite  proposal  has  been 
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Teoendy  brongbt  to  Hbe  notioe  of  the 
Cok»ial  Office  far  daplioating  telegraphic 
commnnication  with  Australia  by  means 
of  a  cable  connecting  with  the  African 
sjrBtem,  and  calling  at  Mauritius ;  and 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Gk)yemment 
will  view  with  favour  such  alternative 
commnnication  as  being  of  g^at  com- 
mercial and  strategic  value  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  or  STATE 
lOB  THE  COLONIES  (Baron  H.  de 
WoBMS,  Liverpool,  E^t  Toxteth) :  The 
answer  to  the  first  portion  of  my  hon. 
Friend's  question  is  in  the  negative.  Li 
reply  to  the  latter  portion,  I  may  say  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  be 
glad  to  see  such  a  line  of  telegraphic 
commnnication  established. 

PORT  LOUIS  AS  A  COALING  STATION. 
Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastbourne): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  any  con- 
sideration has  been  given  to  the  follow- 
ing observations  by  the  Governor  of 
Mauritius,  in  Colonial  Report  No.  88, 
pages  4  and  5,  relative  to  Port  Louis  as  a 
coaling  station : — 

"  If  in  time  of  war  the  Suez  Canal  should  be 
doaed,  the  safety  of  the  long  sea  route  to  India 
will  turn  not  only  on  the  Btrength  of  the 
British  Navy,  hat  on  the  coaling  atations  at 
the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope  and  Mauritius  ;  I 
regret  to  report  that  nothing  practical  lias  been 
scoompUshed  as  regards  another  element  of 
Imperial  defence,  that  of  commoDication  by 
telegraph  between  England  and  Mauritius.  I 
found  no  difficulty  in  inducing  the  Council  of 
Govemment  to  vote  a  subsidy  of  £10,000  per 
annum  for  this  object,  on  condition  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  obtain  a 
similar  Vote  from  the  House  of  Commons,  as 
the  total  estimated  yearly  cost  was  £20,000.  I 
understand  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Company 
are  prepared  to  lay  down  the  line  whenever  the 
remaining  moiety  is  provided  by  the  Imperial 
GoTemment;" 

and  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
are  prepared  to  take  any  action  thereon  ? 
BuioH  H.  Di  WORMS :  Parliament 
having  ju4t  voted  a  contribution  to  the 
cost  of  a  Kitish  Mail  Service  to  Mauritius, 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  con- 
sider more  important  than  the  establish- 
ment of  telegraphic  communication,  it  is 
not  proposed  to  ask  for  a  subsidy  for  the 
letter  purpose. 

QRreVANOES  OF  TELEGRAPH  CLERKS. 

Km     COMPTON      (York,      W.R. 

Bunsley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 

General  what  decision  has  been  arrived 


at  by  tiie  Departmental  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  grievances 
of  the  telegraph  clerks  f 
•Thb  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes,  Cambridge  University) :  The 
Departmental  Committee  appointed  by 
me  in  March,  and  to  which  I  referred 
several  of  the  questions  subsequently 
raised  in  this  House  by  the  noble  Lord, 
have  taken  various,  and,  I  understand, 
voluminous,  evidence  upon  these  points. 
They  have  just  presented  their  Report  to 
the  Secretary,  from  whom  I  expect  to 
receive  it  in  a  few  days,  tt^ether  with 
his  observations  thereon.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  me,  as  soon  as  I  have 
formed  my  own  conclusions  upon  it,  to 
submit  them  to  the  Treasury.  No 
time  shall  be  lost  in  dealing  with  the 
matter,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  announce 
the  decision  of  the  Government  at  no 
distant  date.  One  important  change 
relating  to  sick  pay  was  carried  into 
effect  on  Jane  1,  and  all  employ^  of  my 
Department  are  now  reaping  the  benefit 
it  confers. 

TELEGRAPHIC  CONFERENCE. 
Mr.  SEXTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Ch>vem- 
ment  has  been  drawn  to  the  &ct  that  a 
proposal  has  been  made  to  the  Inter> 
national  Telegraphic  Conference,  now 
sitting  in  Paris,  for  a  reduction  to  Is.  or  If, 
of  the  fee  for  signalling  shipping  intelli- 
gence both  from  British  and  Continental 
semaphores ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  commercial  utility  of  the  proposed 
change,  the  Qflvemment  will  use  their 
influence  in  support  of  the  adoption  of 
the  proposal  ? 

•The  UNDERSECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  J. 
Feeousson,  Manchester,  N.E.):  A  re- 
presentative of  Lloyds'  has  been  admitted 
to  the  Conference  in  order  to  represent 
the  utility  of  a  reduction  of  the  signalling 
fee,  and  the  British  Delegates  will  sup- 
port it. 

NEWTON  COLLIERIES.  CAMBUSLANO. 
Me.  PHILIPPS  (Lanark,  Mid)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  medical  officer  at  Newton 
Collieries,  Cambuslang,  was  appointed  by 
the  masters,  though  he  is  paid  entirely 
by  the  men ;  that  a  lai^e  number  of  the 
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miners  have  expressed  a  wish  for  a 
change  in  the  medical  officer,  bat  that 
the  officials  of  the  colliery  refuse  to 
entertain  the  idea  of  a  change  or  to  allow 
a  ballot  to  be  taken  on  this  question ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  introducing  a  Bill  to 
provide  that  men  who  pay  for  their  own 
medical  officer  should  be  able  to  choose 
him  themselves  ? 

Me.  MATTHEWS  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  no  power  to  interfere  in  the 
matter. 

MALTESE  MARRIAGES. 

Mr.  LLOYD  morgan  (Carmarthen, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  it  is  true  that  a  Pro- 
testant soldier  stationed  At  Malta,  where 
thousands  of  British  Protestant  soldiers 
are  now  stationed,  cannot  be  legally 
married  to  a  native  in  that  Island 
without  first  taking  an  oath  to  bring  up 
his  children  in  the  Roman  Catholic  faith, 
even  when  the  Roman  Catholic  native  is 
willing  to  have  the  marriage  celebrated 
without  such  a  condition  ? 

Me.  E.  STANHOPE :  I  have  no  offi- 
«ial  knowledge  on  the  subject.  The 
marriage  in  Malta  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
is  not  valid  unless  the  ceremony  be  per- 
formed by  a  Catholic  priest,  who  may 
very  probably  decline  to  act  without  the 
oath  or  declaration  referred  to  in  the 
question.  There  has  beenno  recentchange 
in  the  law  as  regards  mixed  marriages. 

THE  CROFTERS'  ACT. 

Mb.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St.  Rol- 
lox)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  perma- 
nency of  holding  conferred  upon  the 
«rof ter  in  Scotland  by  "  The  Crofters'  Act, 
1886,"  such  crofters  fail  to  be  entered  on 
the  valuation  roll  in  terms  of  "  The  Valua- 
tion of  Lands  (Scotland)  Act,  1854,"  and 
particularly  of  Section  6  thereof,  as 
proprietors  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  P. 
B.  RoBEBTSON,  Bute)  :  I  think  not,  Sir. 

TURKEY  AND  EGYPT. 
Me.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  A&irs  whether  it  is  the  fact,  as 
was  very  recently  stated  in  the  French 
Chamber  that  negotiations  are  now  pro- 
ceeding between  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Government  of  the  Sultan 
Mr.  PhUipps 


of  Turkey  on  the  subject  of  Egypt ;  and 
if  such  negotiations  are  proceeding, 
whether  he  will  state  to  what  points  they 
are  directed  7 
•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON:  On  the 
23rd  of  April  the  Turkish  Am- 
bassador informed  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  that  the 
Saltan  desired  to  renew  negotiations 
with  respect  to  the  British  occnpation  of 
Egypt,  and  commnnicated  a  draft  Con- 
vention on  the  subject  A  reply  was 
given,  to  which  the  Porte  has  not  as  yet 
addressed  itself.  The  House  is  aware 
of  the  utmost  terms  upon  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  were  able  to  treat 
in  the  Convention  negotiated  by  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff. 

Me.  BRYCE:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tell  the  House  what  the  terms 
of  that  reply  are,  and  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  lay  it  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House? 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  hon.  Member 
knows  that  that  would  be  a  very  unusual 
course ;  and,  as  the  Porte  has  not  yet 
replied,  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to 
fix  any  date. 

PLEURO  -  PNEUMONIA. 

Colonel  BLUNDELL  ( Lancashiie, 
S.W.,  Ince) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  the 
Agricultural  Department  is  aware  that 
pleuro-pueumonia  has  brokon  out  in  the 
districts  of  Wigan,  Pemberton,  and 
Newton,  Lancashire  ;  whether,  in  the 
four  cases  which  have  occurred,  the 
cattle  have  been  bought  from  the  same 
firm  of  cattle  dealers ;  and  whether  the 
Inspector  was  taken  to  ouly  one  of  several 
farms  belonging  to  the  firm  of  cattle 
dealers  in  question  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD  w 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chaplin,  Linoohi- 
shire,  Sleaford)  :  Yes,  Sir  ;  I  am  aware 
that  there  have,  unfortunately,  been  out- 
breaks of  pleuro-pneumonia  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Wigan  and  Newton,  but  we 
have  receivedno  Returns  from  Pemberton. 
In  the  case  of  five  recent  outbreaks  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Wigan  and 
Warrington,  it  has  been  ascertained  by 
an  Inspector  of  the  Board  that  the 
diseased  animals  were  bought  of  a  local 
dealer  named  Bennett,  of  Padgate,  who 
has  professed  his  inability  to  give  any 
information  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
cattle.     I    have  no   information  as   to 
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whether  the  Inspector  was  taken  to  only- 
one  of  several  forms  belonging  to  the 
firm  referred  to  in  the  question. 

THE  ZAMBESI. 
Mb.  BAUMANN  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
ofState  for  Foreign  AfEairs  whether  the 
dehmitation  of  our  sphere  of  inflaence 
south  of  the  22ambeBi,  which  was  pro- 
claimed by  the  High  Commissioner  of 
Sonth  Africa  in  November,  1888,  is  in- 
cluded in  the  questions  now  being  dis- 
cussed at  Berlin  1 

*SiB  J.  FERGUSSON  :  It  has  already 
been  stated  that  our  sphere  of  influence 
was  not  defined,  but  only  roughly  indi- 
cated towards  the  North- West ;  and  this, 
as  well  as  all  other  unsettled  delimitations 
are  under  discussion.  I  must  decline  to 
enter  into  particulars. 

THE  BESIGKATION  OP  MR.  MONRO. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUART  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  what 
are  the  points  in  which  difference  of 
opinion  between  himself  and  the  Com 
missioner  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  has 
led  to  the  resignation  of  the  latter  7 

Me.  PICKEESGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  :  Before  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man answers  that  question,  perhaps  he 
will  state  whether  it  is  true  that  for  the 
office  of  Assistant  Commissioner,  vacated 
by  the  death  of  Colonel  Pearson,  Mr. 
Monro  submitted  the  name  of  Chief  Con- 
stable Howard,  a  police  officer  of  great 
experience,  and  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  nominated  his  own  private 
secretary,  Mr.  Ruggles  Brise,  who  has  had 
no  police,  military,  or  legal  experience  at 
aU. 

•Mb.  MATTHEWS :  With  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House  I  will  read  the  Com- 
missioner's letter — 

"Secretary  of  SUIe. 

"The  resnlt  ot  onr  interview  yesterday  haa 
been  to  conTince  me  that  I  can  no  longer  with 
propriety  continue  to  hold  the  appointment  of 
Commiaioner  of  Police.  The  views  which  I 
entertain  as  to  the  justice  and  reasonableness 
of  the  claims  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  in  con- 
nection with  superannuation  being  unfor- 
tunately on  vital  points  diametrically  opposed 
to  tboee  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  I  cannot  for 
TCMons  given  in  my  Memorandum  of  the  Sth 
inst.,  accept  thd  Bill  as  adequately  meet- 
ing antih  just  and  reasonable  claims. 
It  it,  therefore,  onfair  both  to  tie 
Government  and  to  myself  that  I  should  be 


placed  in  the  position  of  having  to  support  a 
Bill  with  reference  to  which  I  find 
myself  in  opposition  to  the  views  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  in  sym- 
pathy with  wh£t  I  conceive  to  be  the  just 
claims  of  the  members  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Force.  For  many  months  I  have  found  myself 
surrounded  wich  difficulties  in  attempting  to- 
procure  recognition  of  what  seem  to  me  to  be 
the  fair  requirements  and  demands  of  polic» 
servicti  in  connection  with  other  important 
matters.  My  views  as  to  police  administratioD, 
unfortunately,  differ  in  many  important  respects 
from  those  held  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
I  have  received  clear  indications  that  the  duties 
of  the  successor  of  Colonel  Pearson  are  to  be  in- 
tmsted  to  a  gentleman  who,  however  estimable 
personally,  has  no  police,  military,  or  legal 
training.  I  have  no  wish  Whatever  to  trench 
on  the  authority  and  prerogative  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and,  nnder  such  circumstances,  I 
feel  it  only  right  to  place  my  resignation  of  the- 
appointment  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
hold  in  your  hands.  1  hereby  do  so,  and 
shall  be  ready  at  once  to  make  over  charge 
to  any  ofBcer  who,  on  my  resignation  being 
accepted,  may  be  appointed  to  succeed  me. 
"  June  10."  "  J.  MoKBO. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  patronage, 
I  informed  Mr.  Monro  that  I  could  not 
r^ard  that  as  a  ground  for  his  resigna- 
tion, inasmuch  as  I  had  formed  no 
decision  on  the  subject,  and  had  expressed 
none.  As  to  differences  of  view  in  re- 
gard to  police  administration,  I  told  him 
I  should  hope  those  were  capable  of  being 
reasonably  adjusted.  But,  looking  at 
the  attitude  which  Mr.  Monro  considered 
he  was'  bound  to  take  up  with  regard  to 
my  views  on  the  subject  of  superannua- 
tion, and  at  the  whole  tenour  of  the 
letter  I  have  read,  I  felt  I  had  no  alter- 
native but  to  accept  his  resignation.  The 
Government  Superannuation  Bill  will  be 
in  the  hands  of  Members  in  a  few  days, 
and  it  will  be  for  the  House  to  judge  of 
the  proposals  it  contains.  It  will  be 
found  to  make  what  the  Government 
consider  reasonable,  and  even  liberal, 
provision  for  the  Metropolitan  as  well  as 
for  the  provincial  police.  It  goes  as  far 
as  any  former  proposed  legislation  ;  and, 
in  particular,  it  will  give  to  the  Metro- 
politan Police  a  right  to  pension  after  25 
years'  service,  irrespective  of  age,  and 
without  medical  certificate.  I  regret 
extremely  that  the  Commissioner  should 
have  considered  our  proposals  inadequate ; 
but  we  have  felt  that  the  interests  of 
ratepayers  and  the  general  pension  ar- 
rangements of  the  Public  Service  had  to 
be  considered  as  well  as  the  desires  of 
the  police.  In  answer  to  the  question  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal  Green,  I 
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have  to  inform  him  that  I  have  not 
rejected  the  name  of  Chief  Constable 
Howard.  On  the  contrary,  I  propose  to 
appoint  him  to  the  post. 

Me.  J.  STUART :  WiU  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  lay  npon  the  Table  the 
Memorandam  referred  to  before  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Bill  comes  on  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby) :  Before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  that 
qaeetion,  I  wish  to  say  that  this  is  a  matter 
of  such  grave  importance  that  I  wonld 
ask  him  whether  he  will  give  an  early 
opportunity  to  the  Honse  of  having  this 
statement  before  ns  that  we  may  discuss 
it.  I  wonld  venture  to  suggest  that  the 
proper  course  to  take  in  the  matter 
would  be  to  fix  a  day  for  taking  the 
Police  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply. 
There  is  still  much  Supply  to  be  taken, 
and  if  the  Police  Vote  were  placed  first, 
there  wonld  be  an  opportunity  afforded 
for  the  statement,  which  I  am  sure  the 
Government  is  as  desirous  to  make  as  the 
House  is  to  receive.  I  only  venture  to 
make  that  suggestion  on  account  of  the 
extreme  gravity  of  the  differences  of 
opinion  between  the  Home  Secretary  and 
Scotland  Yard. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  The  suggestion 
seems  to  me  eminently  reasonable,  and  I 
hope  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
will  be  able  to  accept  it  and  to  fix  an 
early  date  for  the  discussion  of  this 
subject. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT :  There  is  another 
question  which  I  forgot  to  ask.  The 
other  night,  when  we  were  discussing 
the  question  of  police  superannuation,  I 
understood,  from  a  remark  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board,  that 
the  Police  Sujierannuation  BUI  would  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  House  before  we 
oame  to  the  discussion  of  Clause  4  of  the 
Local  Taxation  Bill. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  I  have  every  reason 
to  hope  that  the  Police  Superannuation 
Bill  will  be  circulated  by  Monday.  With 
regard  to  the  Memorandum  mentioned 
by  the  lion.  Member  (Mr.  J.  Stuart),  it 
oontains  comments  and  suggestions  of 
alterations  in  the  clauses  of  the  Bill 
which  the  Commissioner  had  confi- 
dentially  to  communicate,  and  I  do  not, 
therefore,  think  that  the  document  is 
one  which  could  properly  be  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  GRAHAM:  May  I  ask 
whether,  in  order  to  avoid  these  frequent 
Mr.  Matthews 


changes  in  the  o£Bce  of  Chief  Commis- 
sioner, and  the  differences  of  opinion 
which  cannot  conduce  to  the  safety  of 
the  Metropolis,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  advise  Her  Majesty's  Government 
as  to  the  expediency  of  placing  the 
management  of  the  police  in  the  hands 
of  the  London  County  Council  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  Differences  of 
opinion  would  be  more  likely  to  arise  if 
the  London  County  Council  had  the 
control  of  the  Metropolitan  Police. 

Mr.  C.  graham  :  That  has  nothing 
to  do  with  my  question.  I  did  not  ask 
whether  the  London  County  Council 
would  bo  more  likely  to  agree  with  the 
Chief  Commissioner  than  the  Secretary 
of  State,  but  whether,  with  a  view  to 
securing  the  safety  of  the  Metropolis,  he 
will  consider  the  propriety  of  placing 
the  management  of  the  police  in  the 
hands  of  the  London  County  Council  1 

HOME  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  QOVERK- 
MENT  OF  INDIA. 
Mr.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  if  he  can  give  the  House 
detailed  particulars  respecting  the  under- 
mentioned items  in  the  Home  Accounts 
of  the  Gk>yemment  of  India,  of  which  no 
particulars  appear  in  Paliameatary 
Paper,  No.  171,  9th  of  May,  1890:— 
The  persons  to  whom  payments  were 
made,  the  amounts  paid  in  each  instance, 
and  the  reason  for  making  such  pay- 
ments of  compassionate  allowances, 
£2,457  Us.  6d.  (page  9);  like  informa- 
tion respecting  compassicMiate  and  mis- 
cellaneous pensions,  £4,987  7s.  6d.,  and 
gratuities  £585  (page  11);  like  infor- 
mation respecting  gratuities  granted 
on  retirement  to  members  of  the 
Uncovenanted  Services  of  India, 
£2,057  28.  Id.  (page  11),  and  the  cii^ 
cumstances  under  which  the  following 
charges  were  incurred  :  "  Cost  of  stores 
lost  in  transit  in  India,"  £7,808  4a  Id. 
(pag^  13),  showing  through  de&nlt 
stores  to  this  amount  were  lost;  and 
whether  the  stores  were  insured  ? 

•The  UlTOER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  INDIA  (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Chatham):  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  move  for  the 
information,  it  will  be  given  aa  an  unop- 
posed Return. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  :  I  will  move  for 
it  on  Monday. 
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F0ETR08E  ACADEMY. 

Mb.  CALDWELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Lord  Advocate  whether  the  old  Academy 
•tFortrose,  which  it  is  proposed  to  re- 
build on  another  site,  is  to  be  under  the 
management  of  the  School  Board  of 
Bosemarkie  as  a  higher  public  scliool ; 
and  whether,  by  the  existing  law.  School 
Boards  are  entitled  to  build  higher 
public  schools  at  the  expense  of  the 
ratepayers  ? 

Me.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON :  No  reso- 
lation  has  been  passed  to  raise  the  Fort- 
rose  Academy  to  the  status  of  a  Higher 
Class  Public  School,  and  we  are  not  aware 
that  there  is  any  intention  of  altering 
the  present  status.  In  view  of  this,  the 
point  raised  in  the  second  part  of  the 
hon.  Member's  question  does  not  arise. 

THE  TllANSCASPIAN  PROVINCES. 

Sre  GEORGE  BADEN-POWELL :  I 

h^  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  AfFairs  whether  the  Foreign 
Office  has  received  any  special  Report  on 
the  new  proposals  of  the  Russian 
Government  for  the  State  colonisation 
of  certain  Transcaspian  Provinces ;  and, 
if  not,  whether  such  a  Report  could  be 
procured  and  laid  before  Parliament  t 
•Sib  J.  PERGUSSON :  No  such  Report 
has  been  received ;  but  inquiry  on  the 
subject  will  be  made  of  Her  Majesty's 
Embassy  at  St  Petersburg. 

BRITISH  GUIANA. 
Sib  GEORGE  BADEN-POWELL :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  can  give 
any  further  information  as  to  the  reported 
attacks  on  the  mining  settlement  at 
Bartica,  on  the  Esseqnebo,  in  British 
Guiana ;  and  whether  he  has  yet  received 
any  Report  on  that  occurrence  from 
Colonel  the  Hon.  R.  Cotton,  the  Chief  of 
the  Police? 
*Baboj(  H.  de  worms  :  There  has  been 
no  attack  on  the  settlement  at  Bartica, 
hnt  Colonel  Cotton's  Report,  received 
by  the  last  mail,  states  that  a  rumour 
reached  the  Government  that  a  party  of 
70  armed  Venezuelans  had  entered 
British  territory ;  and  that  a  party  of  14 
boat's  hands  and  police,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  general,  who  stated  that  he 
was  an  Inspector  of  Rivers  appointed  by 
the  Venezuelan  Government,  and 
described      as     "half-naked      savages," 


appeared  before  the  penal  settlement  at 
Massaruni  and  were  promptly  dis- 
armed by  the  Stipendiary  ^gistrate. 
The  Government  are  taking  every  pre- 
caution to  prevent  the  violation  of 
colonial  territory. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  4)  BILL. 
Mr.  CONYBEARE  :  I  b^  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
which  newspapers  and  under  what  dates 
was  the  Schedule  of  Rates  contained  in 
the  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Order 
(No.  4)  Bill  published  as  required  by 
Section  9  of  the  General  Pier  and  Har- 
bour Act  of  1861? 

•SiE  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  The  section 
of  the  Act  of  1861  named  in  the  hon. 
Member's  question  was  repealed  in  1862 
by  the  Pier  and  Harbour  Act  Amend- 
ment Act.  The  requirements  of  the 
last-mentioned  Act,  both  as  to  advertise- 
ment and  deposit  of  the  Draft  Order, 
were  duly  complied  with  in  the  case  of 
the  application  for  the  Scilly  Pier  Order. 
The  advertisement  appeared  in  the 
London  Gazette  of  26th  November,  and 
in  the  Comishman  of  7th  and  14th  of 
the  same  month,  and  the  Draft  Order  in 
full  was  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Custom  Houses  of  Scilly,  Penzance,  and 
Falmouth. 

BOY  MESSENGERS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF 
COMMONS. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in 
connection  with  the  service  of  the  Press 
in  this  House,  a  number  of  young  boys 
are  employed  by  the  Boy  Messenger 
Company;  that  these  boys  (about  13 
years  of  age)  have  to  be  on  duty  from  12 
o'clock  mid-day  till  whatever  hour  the 
House  sits,  with  only  one  half-hour  o£E 
duty  for  tea ;  that  on  a  recent  occasion, 
when  the  House  sat  till  2  or  3 
o'clock  a.m.,  one  lad  of  13,  who  had  been 
on  duty  since  the  previous  mid-day  with 
only  ono-half  hour  for  tea  at  6  o'clock, 
had  to  go  into  the  City  with  Press 
messages  before  he  could  leave  work ; 
and  whether  he  is  prepared  to  introduce 
legislation  to  protect  these  young  lads 
from  being  compelled  to  work  such  long 
hours? 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  informed 
that  the  ordinary  hours  of  attendance  of 
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these  boys  do  not  exceed  the  limits  pre- 
scribed by  the  Factory  Acts,  though,  of 
course,  these  boys  do  not  come  within 
the  scope  of  those-  Acts.  They  may 
ocGasionally  work  overtime  ;  but  I  have 
had  no  fttcts  before  me  to  show  that 
legislation  is  necessary. 

Me.  CONYBEARE  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  one  of  these  boys 
was  working  from  12  o'clock  at  noon  until 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
that  fact. 

Me.  CONYBEARE :  He  told  me  so 
himself. 

NEW  MAGAZINE  RIKLE. 

Me.  HANBLTRY  (Preston) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  opinion  of  the  Admiralty 
Ordnance  Authorities  was  taken  before 
the  adoption  of  the  new  magazine  rifle 
by  the  Army ;  whether  their  opinion  was 
favourable  ;  and  when  it  is  expected  by 
the  Admiralty  that  the  same  arm  will  be 
in  use  in  the  Navy  ? 

LOED  G.  HAMILTON :  The  opinion  of 
the  Admiralty  was  tiken  before  the 
adoption  of  the  new  magazine  rifle  for  the 
Army.  On  the  whole,  the  opinion  of  the 
Naval  Authorities  was  favourable.  The 
Admiralty  do  not  propose  to  introduce 
this  rifle  into  the  Navy  until  next  year. 

TREASURE  TROVE  IN  MERIONETH. 
SHIRE. 
Me.  KENYON  (Denbigh,  Ac):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury whether  his  attention  has  baen 
called  to  the  discovery  of  certain  pieces 
of  ancient  plate  in  Merionethshire,  on 
Crown  lands ;  whether  the  Crown  has 
taken  any  action  as  to  their  custody ; 
who  is  the  proper  custodian ;  and 
whether  this  discovery  does  not  lead  to 
the  proposals  which  have  been  suggested 
for  a  National  Museuai  for  Wales  ? 
•Mb.  JACKSON:  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  discovery  referred  to, 
and  the  Treasury  Solicitor  is  in  com- 
munication with  the  Chief  Constable  of 
Merionethshire  with  reference  to  the 
Crown's  claim  if  the  articles  discovered 
prove  to  be  treasure  trove.  I  understand 
that  the  chalice  and  paten  discovered 
are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Robert 
GrifSth,  of  Dolgelly,  to  whom  notice  was 
given  that  they  are  claimed  as  treasure 
trove,  and  that  he  will  be  held  respon- 
Mr.  Matthews 


sible  if  he  parts  with  the  possession  of 
them  to  any  person  on  any  claim  hostile 
to  that  of  the  Crown.  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  proposals  for  a  National  Mnseunt 
for  Walt  s. 

"  MITCHELL  r.  REGINA." 
Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  Ifx 
War  if  it  is  true  certain  official  letten 
between  the  suppliant  in  "  Mitchell  r. 
Regina,  Deputy  Adjutant  General,  R.E., 
War  Office,"  on  the  subject  of  his  claim 
for  compensation  tinder  the  Qneen'o 
Warrant,  and  prior  to  the  suppliant's 
retirement  in  1857,  has  been  withheld 
from  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and 
also  suppressed  from  the  demurrer  and 
plea  filed  in  the  High  Courts  of  Justice; 
whether  it  is  true  that,  on  the  4th  Jane, 
a  notice  was  served  on  the  suppliant  in 
"  Mitchell  V.  Regina  "  by  the  agent  of  the 
War  Office  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  Crown 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  what  is  the 
amount ;  and  whether  it  is  true  it  is 
intended  to  make  charges  against  the 
suppliant  for  the  fees  of  the  Attorney 
General  and  Solicitor  General  at  the 
trial  in  Court  of  Appeal  on  the  I2th 
May  ? 

Me.  E.  STANHOPE  :  All  letters  and 
papers  in  the  War  Office  which  bore  on 
Colonel  Mitchell's  case  were  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  counsel  who  con- 
ducted it.  It  has  been  already  stated  in 
this  House  that  the  claim  for  the  costs 
of  the  Crown  will  not,  as  an  act  of  grace, 
be  enforced  aeainst  Colonel  Mitchell. 

Me.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM:  I 
have  also  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  he  has  received  an  official 
letter,  dated  15th  May,  from  the  sup- 
pliant in  "  Mitchell  v.  Regina,"  in  which 
he  complains  that  in  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  War  Office  his  home  in 
England  has  been  broken  up,  and  his 
family  driven  to  the  Continent  for 
economy's  sake,  that  he  has  for  many 
weeks  been  indebted  to  a  gentleman  for 
permission  to  occupy  an  attic  in  his 
house  at  a  low  charge,  and  for  many 
weeks  past  has  avoided,  as  far  as  possible, 
public  places,  not  having  decent  clothes 
to  wear  nor  money  to  buy  others; 
whether  it  is  true  that  this  official  letter 
was  never  submitted  to  him,  but  was 
replied  to  on  the  day  after  it  had  been 
received  by  a  subordinate  officer;  and 
whether  a  letter  of  that  nature  should  by 
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Departmental  mle  hare  lieen  Bubmitted 
to  a  higher  branch  of  the  War  Office 
presided  over  by  Mr.  Cave  ? 

Mb.  E.  STA2f  hope  :  Such  a  letter 
TTOuId  be  rightlj  replied  to  by  Mr.  Cave, 
and  I  accept  folly  the  responsibility  for 
the  answer  sent.  Whether  the  letter 
itoelf  was  submitted  to  me  or  not  is  a 
question  of  office  administration,  which  I 
decline  to  answer. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM :  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  if  it  is 
the  case  that  the  suggestion  to  com- 
promise the  case  of  "Mitchell v.  Begina" 
was  made  to  the  suppliant  prior  to  the 
trial  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  of 
4th  February,  and  that  the  suppliant 
responded  in  the  affirmative ;  whether  a 
second  suggestion  to  compromise  was 
made  subsequent  to  the  trial,  and  the 
suppliant  again  responded  in  the  affirma- 
tive ;  and  whether  it  is  true  that  no 
substantial  offer  has  yet  been  made  to 
the  suppliant? 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir  R. 
WBBsrra,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I  must 
respectfully  decline  to  answer  the  hon. 
Member's  question.  Any  communica- 
tions which  passed  between  myself  and 
the  counsel  for  General  Mitchell  were 
strictly  confidential.  The  question  is 
framed  under  a  complete  mis-apprehen- 
sion. 

POSTMEN'S  MEETINGS. 
Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  if  he 
oonld  inform  the  House  how  -long  the 
Rule  prohibiting  postmen  from  attending 
public  meetings  has  been  in  force  t 
•Mb.  RAIKES  :  There  is  no  Rule  pro- 
hibiting postmen  from  attending  public 
meetings.  In  March,  1866,  Lord  Stanley 
of  Alderley,  who  was  then  Postmaster 
General,  made  a  Regulation  (which  has 
been  placed  on  the  Table  of  this  House 
during  the  present  Session  on  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Glamorganshire)  requiring  meetings  of 
postmen  convened  for  the  consideration 
of  official  questions  to  be  held  in  post 
office  buildings,  and  subject, consequently, 
to  the  permission  in  each  case  of  the 
authorities.  This  Rule  was  relaxed  by 
my  Order  on  April  19,  1890,  and  post- 
men are  now  free  to  hold  such  meetings 
anywhere,  and  without  asking  permission 
from  the  Department,  if  they  comply 
VOL.  CCCXLV.       [thibd  seeies.] 


with  the  Regulations,  which  I  have  more 
than  once  stated  in  this  House. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the  Rules 
of  the  Service  under  which  he  baa  re- 
cently punished  the  postmen  for  attend- 
ing a  meeting  on  Clerkenwell  Green,  and 
state  when  and  by  whom  those  Rules 
were  framed  t 

The  following  Questions  upon  the  same 
subject  were  also  upon  the  Paper  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Gam- 
borne  Division : — ^To  ask  the  Post- 
master General  whether  he  will  state 
how  many  hours  per  diem  the  several 
classes  of  Poet  Office  employes  are  required 
to  work,  and  whether,  if  any  postmen 
take  part  in  a  meeting  after  the  hours  of 
their  own  particular  work,  they  are  still 
liable  to  punishment,  on  the  ground  that 
the  meeting  is  taking  place  during  the 
working  hours  of  the  Service  generally  ? 
To  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether, 
in  view  of  the  extreme  discontent  pre- 
vailing amongst  the  Post  Office  employiSf 
he  wiU  consider  the  advisabilitr  of  insti- 
tuting a  full  inquiry  into  their  griev- 
ances, and  whether,  pending  the  result 
of  such  inquiry,  he  will  re -instate  the  men 
he  has  recently  punished  "i  and  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  he  is- 
correctly  reported  to  have  stated  that 
the  postmen  are  at  liberty  to  attend 
meetings  either  indoors  or  out  of  doors, 
provided  they  conform  to  the  Rules  of  the 
Service,  and  that  one  of  such  Rules  is  that 
they  should  prevent  any  outsider  from  at- 
teuding  such  meetings ;  whether  he  can 
state  what  measures  the  men  ought  to 
adopt  to  prevent  an  outsider  attending  one 
of  their  open-air  meetings,  and  whether 
the  presence  of  a  Member  of  Parliament 
would  constitute  such  a  breach  of  the 
Post  Office  Rules  as  would  justify  the 
recent  rigorous  punishment  of  the  men  1 
*Mr.  RAIEES  :  I  propose  to  answer 
the  whole  of  these  questions  together. 
There  is  no  Code  defining  the  measure 
of  punishment  to  be  inflicted  for  insubor- 
dination and  defiance  of  Rules.  This  is  a 
question  which  the  Postmaster  General 
has  to  decide  for  himself  upon  each  case 
according  to  its  merits.  I  may  add,  at 
the  same  time,  that  it  has  been  to  me  a 
matter  of  unfeigned  regret  that  any  post- 
men should  have  allowed  themselves  to 
be  so  misled  as  to  make  punishment 
2  K 
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necessary ;  bat  I  am  sure  that  the  gene- 
ral body  of  postmen  will  see  that  they 
hare  left  me  no  alternative  but  to  yindi- 
oate  the  aathority  of  the  Department. 
Generally  speaking,  the  dnties  of  a  Post 
Office  servant  occupy  him  for  eight 
hours  out  of  the  24.  Postmen  render 
themselves  liable  to  punishment,  because 
they  take  part  in  a  meeting  without  com- 
plying witi  the  prescribed  conditions, 
not  because  the  meeting  is  held  at  a  time 
when  some  other  postmen  are  at  work. 
A  Departmental  Committee  has,  for 
some,  time,  been  engaged  in  inquiring 
into  alleged  grievances  in  one  large  de- 
partment of  the  Post  Office,  and  I  have 
recently  received  deputations  from  other 
branches  of  the  Service,  whose  representa- 
tions I  am,  with  my  official  advisers,  now 
carefully  considering.  As  regards  the 
men  under  suspension,  they  will  be  re- 
stored to  dufy  as  soou  as  they  have  given 
satisfactory  assurances  for  their  future 
good  behaviour.  I  am  correctly  reported 
to  have  stated  that  the  postmen  are  at 
liberty  to  attend  meetings  either  indoors 
or  out  of  doors,  provided  they  conform  to 
the  Rules  of  the  Service,  and  that  one  of 
such  Rules  is  that  they  should  exclude 
any  outsider  from  attending  snch  meet- 
ings. Open-air  meetings  scarcely  seem 
to  be  the  best  adapted  for  reasonable  de- 
liberation and  discussion  of  official  ques- 
tions, but  those  who  hold  them  must  be 
responsible  for  the  observance  of  the  Rule 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  and  I 
think  that  I  have  a  right  to  expect  that 
Members  of  this  House  will  not  incite 
public  servants  to  breaches  of  the 
Rules  under  which  their  Department  is 
administered. 

Mb.  CONTBEARB:  In  reference  to 
the  answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  the  last  question,  is  it  not  the  fact 
that  postmen,  as  a  rule,  are  not  in  the 
receipt  of  very  high  wages,  and  that  it 
would  not  always  be  possible  for  them 
to  hire  a  hall  for  the  discussion  of  their 
grievances  t  Is  that  not  a  sufficient 
ground  for  permitting  them  to  meet  in 
tho  open  air?  May  I  also  ask  what 
measures  the  men  ought  to  adopt  to 
prevent  an  outsider  from  attending  one 
of  their  open-air  meetings,  if  the  pre- 
sence of  a  stranger  is  to  expose  them  to 
punishment  7  Would  not  the  enforce- 
ment of  that  Rule  practically  abrogate 
their  right  of  meeting  in  the  open  air  ? 
Mr.  Raike» 


*Mk.  RAIKES  :  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  Commit'tee  might  not  have  want 
difficulty  in  excluding  some  enthusiastic 
sympathisers.  I  have  not  said  that 
there  is  a  Rule  against  open-air  meetings, 
although  I  have  pointed  out  their  dis- 
advantages. 

Eakl  COMPTON:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  expressed  his  regret  that 
the  postmen  should  have  allowed  them- 
selves to  be  misled.  By  whom  were 
they  misled  and  in  what  manner  t 

*Mb.  RAIKE^  :  I  am  afraid  that  it 
would  take  a  long  time  to  answer  that 
question.  [Cries  of  "  Go  on  "  from  tke 
Opposition  Benches.]  The  individual 
who  signed  the  notices  and  made  himself 
responsible  for  the  statements  contained 
in  them  is  not  a  member  of  the  Postal 
Service  at  all,  but  was  largely  connected 
with  the  organisation  of  the  dock  strike 
in  the  winter. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  Members  of  this 
House  inciting  the  Post  Office  ofBcials. 
Will  he  be  kind  enough  to  state  on  what 
occasion  any  Member  of  this  House 
incited  Post  Office  ofBcials  to  any 
breach  of  the  Rules  of  the  Service  ?  Are 
we  to  understand  that  if  the  Post  Office 
employes  invited  any  hon.  Member  to 
attend  one  of  their  meetings,  he  is  pre- 
cluded from  accepting  such  an  invitation 
for  fear  of  exposing  the  men  to  punish- 
ment. 

*Mb.  RAIKES :  I  hope  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  not  deem  me  discourteous  if  I 
say  that  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my 
former  answer. 

Me.  CONYBEARE:  I  will  repeat  the 
question  upon  some  other  day. 

Me.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Pinsbury,  E.) : 
Is  it  correct  that  two  months  ago,  when 
postmen  desired  to  be  addressed  at  one 
of  the  meetings  by  Members  of  Par- 
liament, they  were  given  to  understand 
that  Members  of  Parliament  could  not 
attend? 
*Me.  RAIKES:  I  do  not  remember 
the  occasion,  but  if  the  hon.  Member 
wishes  I  will  make  inquiry. 

Me.  CONTBEARE  :  Is  it  the  fwt 
that  the  postmen  at  the  Western  Dis- 
trict Post  Office  have  declined  to  do  the 
duties  of  the  men  who  were  suspended 
for  attending  a  Trade  Union  Meeting; 
and  whether  the  duties  have  only  been 
taken  up  under  threats  from  their 
superior  officers  t 
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•Me.  BAIKES  :  There  is  no  foundation 
for  the  statement  implied  in  the  question 
that  the  postmen  at  the  Western  District 
Office  hare  declined  to  do  the  dnties  of 
the  men  who  have  been  suspended,  or 
have  taken  up  those  dnties  only  under 
threats  from  their  superior  officers. 

mk.   cuntnghame    graham  : 

May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  telegraph  messenger  boys  are 
being  employed  to  do  the  duties  of  the 
postmen  at  the  Western  District  Post 
Office  who  were  suspended  for  attending 
a  Trade  Union  meeting ;  and  whether  he 
considers  that  the  important  duties  of 
experienced  men  may,  with  safety  to  the 
public,  be  entrusted  to  these  lads  1 

•Mr.  BAIKES  :  The  work  of  four  out 
of  the  seven  men  who  have  been  super- 
seded is  being  done  by  telagraph 
messengers,  from  whom  the  postmen's 
class  is  recruited.  Any  duties  tempo- 
rarily vacant  are,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
supplied  for  in  this  way. 

Mb.  CONYBBABE  :  Is  it  the  fact 
that  several  thousand  letters  which 
should  have  been  sent  last^  night  from 
the  East  Central  Office  to  the  district 
offices  for  delivery  by  the  7.15  p.m. 
dispatch  were  not  sent  off  at  all  that 
night ;  whether  the  congestion  of  work 
has  been  overtaken;  and  whether  it  is 
possible  to  settle  the  difficulties  be- 
tween the  suspended  postmen  and  the 
Postal  Authorities  in  such  a  way  as 
not  to  endanger  the  proper  carrying 
on  of  the  postal  work  1 

•Mb.  BAIKES :  No,  Sir ;  there  is  no 
foundation  whatever  for  any  of  the 
statemients  contained  in  these  questions. 
I  am  happy  to  inform  the  hon.  Member 
that  there  was  neither  delay  of  letters 
nor  congestion  of  work  last  night. 
As  regards  difficulties,  I  am  not  aware 
of  any. 

8PTTBI0U8  JUBILEE  SHILLINGS. 

Mb.  KELLY  (Camberwell,  N.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  shilling 
piece,  recently  issued  by  the  Mint,  has 
erroneously  been  supposed  to  be  spurious, 
and  to  have  been  coined  in  Germany ; 
whether,  in  addition  to  the  shilling 
piece  known  as  the  Jubilee  shilling, 
another  has  since  been  issued  from  the 
Mint  in  which  the  representation  of  the 


head  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  is  much 
larger  than  that  issued  in  1887  :  whether, 
in- the  shilling  pieces  recently  issued  by 
the  Mint,  there  is  no  space  between  the 
representation  of  the  head  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty and  the  rim,  whereas  on  that  issued 
in  1887  there  is  a  considerable  space ; 
and,  whether  the  statements  published 
in  the  newspapers  recently  to  the  effect 
that  the  shilling  piece  without  any  space 
between  the  representation  of  the  head 
of  Her  Majesty  the  Qne^n  and  the  rim 
of  the  coin  are  spurious,  and  have  been 
manufactured  in  Germany,  and  are  only 
of  the  value  of  7^.  are  wholly  mis- 
taken and  erroneous  1 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  Yes;  I  am  aware 
that  there  has  been  such  an  impression, 
but  the  statements  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  Member  are  quite  unfounded.  In 
1889  a  slight  change  was  made  in 
what  is  known  as  the  Jubilee  shilling, 
the  head  of  Her  Majesty  being  slightly 
enlarged.  There  is  less  space,  therefore, 
on  this  coin  between  the  head  of  Her 
Majesty  and  the  rim  than  there  was  on 
the  original  Jubilee  shilling,  but  the 
newspaper  statements  that  coins  of  this 
description  are  spurious  are  entirely 
mistaken. 

BONDING  AND  BLENDING  WHISKY. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer when  the  Committee  on  Bonding 
and  Blending  Whisky  will  be  appointed  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  have  been  con- 
sidering the  terms  of  the  Beference  to  be 
made  to  this  Committee,  and,  without 
pledging  myself  to  the  exact  language,  I 
may  say  that  the  terms  will  be  generally 
as  follows : — 

"  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  oonsider 
the  quesUon  whether,  on  grounds  of  public 
health,  it  is  deairsble  that  certain  claueg  of 
spirits,  British  and  foreign,  should  be  kept  in 
bond  for  a  definite  period  of  time  before  they 
pasa  into  ronsumption,  and  to  inquire  into  the 
system  of  blending  British  and  foreign  spirits  in 
or  out  of  bond,  and  as  to  the  propriety  of 
applying  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act 
and  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  to  foreign 
spirits  and  mixtures  of  British  and  foreign 
spirits." 

I  may  also  add  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Leeds, 
whose  scientific  and  economical  attain- 
ments particularly  qualify  him  for  pre- 
siding over  such  an  inquiry,ha8  consented 
2  K  2 
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to   take  the  place  of  Chairman,  if  this 
Bhoiild  be  the  will  of  the  Gotninittee. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  terms  of  the 
Heference  are  exceedingly  satisfactory. 

ORDNANCE  SURVEY  STAFF. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

President  of    the  Board  of  Agriculture 

if  he  can  now  give  the  figures  as  to  the 

increased  pay  of  Ordnance  Snrvey  Staff  J 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  They  will  be  given 
if  the  hon.  Member  will  move  for  them. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  will  do  so  on 
Monday,  if  that  will  not  be  too  soon. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  No;  that  will  do. 

BTT8INES8  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mb.  SEXTON:  I  wish  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  how  soon  the 
House  is  likely  to  get  into  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  whether  it  will  be  necessary 
to  hold  another  meeting  of  the  Conser- 
vative Party  ? 

*Thb  first  lord  op  the  TREASURY 
(Mr.  W,  H.  Smith,  Strand,  Westminster) : 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  said 
yesterday. 


MESSAGE  PROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Herring 
Fishery  (Scotland)  Act  (1889)  Amend- 
ment Bill,  with  Amendments ;  that  they 
have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled  "  An  Act  to 
toiend  and  consolidate  the  Acts  relating 
to  Industrial  Schools  in  Great  Britain." 
[Industrial  Schools  Bill]  [Lords] ;  also,  a 
Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  amend  and 
consolidate  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Re- 
formatory Schools  in  Great  Britain." 
[Reformatory  Schools' Bill]  [Lords] ;  also, 
a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  amend  the 
Sonunary  Jurisdiction  Act  with  respect 
to  the  punishmentof  Youthful OfBenders." 
[Yonthfnl  Ofienders  Bill]  [Lords]. 

MOTION. 

WELSH  INTEBHBDUTE  EDUCATION  ACT  (1889) 
AUENDHBNT     BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Sir  Henr^r  HaBsey  Vivian,  Bill 
to  amend  "  The  Welsh  Intermediate  Education 
Act,  1889,"  ordered  to  be  bronght  in  by  Sir 
Henry  Hnesey  Vivian,  Mr.  Stuart  Rendel,  Mr. 
Wannington,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Williams. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  340.] 
Mr,  Goschen 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT, 


EDUCATION  CODE  (1890)  [GRANTJ. 
Considered  in  Committse. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

COMMTITEE. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  an  ad- 
ditional Special  Grant,  out  of  monies  to  be 
provided  by  Parliament,  to  certain  Elementary 
Schools,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the  present 
Session  for  making  operative  certain  Articlesol 
the  Education  Code,  1890." 

(4.32.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford, N.)  I  beg.  Sir,  to  move  that  yoi» 
do  report  Progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again,  and  I  do  so  on  the  gfround  that  we 
have  had  this  notice  put  down  as  a  fiitt 
notice  without  any  warning  whatever. 
Yesterday  the  Government  attached  so- 
little  importance  to  the  Resolution  that 
it  was  put  down  18th  or  19th  on  the 
Notice  Paper  amongst  the  Government 
Orders  of  the  Day ;  and  Members  who 
expected  to  be  brought  down  hereto- 
day  to  discuss  the  three  great  Govern- 
ment Bills  embodying  the  three  great 
principles  of  their  policy  —  I  refer 
to  the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Bill,  the 
Publicans'  Endowment  Bill,  and  the 
Tithe  Bill — find,  much  to  their  surprise,, 
that  an  unimportant  Order  is  pot  down 
first  without  a  note  of  warning  from  the- 
Government.  If  we  are  to  have  an 
Autumn  Session  let  it  be  because  th» 
time  of  the  House  is  taken  up  with  im- 
portant subjects.  To-day  is  Friday; 
Fridays  are  ordinarily  private  Members' 
days,  but  the  Government  have  taken 
those  days  for  their  business  on  the  pies 
that  there  are  several  important  Bills 
which  they  must  pass.  Well,  priv^e 
Members  to-day  are  deprived  of  the 
right  of  bringing  on  Motions  on  the 
Order  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply ;  and  having  taken  the  day  them- 
selves, the  Government  have  put  down 
this  small  matter  as  a  first  Order 
instead  of  going  on  with  the  Taxation 
Bill.  I  protest  against  such  a  conrse, 
and  I  submit  that  if  anything  were 
wanted  to  show-  the  utter  collapse  of  the 
Government,  we  should  find  it  in  their 
action  in  regard  to  this  Order.  If  the 
Government  are  in  a  difBculty  with 
regard  to  the  progress  of  business,  it  i« 
due  entirely  to  their  want  of  manage- 
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Bieni  Let  them  oome  to  business.  Tlie 
GoTernment  having  obtained  the  time  of 
private  Members,  let  them  ase  it  in  a 
businesslike  way.  I  move  to  report 
Pr^ress. 

(4.35.)  The  CHAIRMAN:  If  the 
hoo.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  listened 
to  the  Resolution,  he  would  have  seen 
that  it  is  a  purely  formal  one.  I  must 
decline  to  put  the  Motion. 

•(4.35.)  Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Member  not  to  persist  in  his 
Motion.  The  Code  has  been  accepted 
by  the  House,  the  Bill  has  beeq  read  a 
second  time  without  any  opposition,  and 
this  is  mereN"  a  necessary  formal  stage 
before  the  Committee  on  the  Code  BiU 
■8  taken.  It  is  most  unusual  for 
observations  to  be  made  on  such  a 
stage  as  this,  or  for  any  discussion 
to  take  place.  There  are  further 
Jtages  on  which  discussion  and  opposi- 
tion, if  necessary,  can  take  place,  and  I 
'do  hope  and  believe  that,  however 
opposed  hon.  Members  may  be  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  they  will  allow 
this  formal  stage  to  be  taken. 

(4.36.)  Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  I 
think  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  is 
under  a  misapprehension.  I  entirely 
sympathise  with  the  hon.  Member  in  his 
objection,  and  assert  the  absolute  right 
of  the  House  to  discuss  the  financial 
Resolution  under  the  Code  if  it  thinks 
fit  to  do  so.  The  House  has  on  many 
former  occasions  asserted  its  right  to  dis- 
cussion at  such  stages,  and  I  hope  it  will 
maintain  that  right.  At  the  same  time, 
therj  should  be  exceptional  circum- 
stances to  justify  resistance  upon  a 
merely  formal  financial  Resolution ;  and 
as  I  agree  that  this  is  only  a  formal 
stage,  I  hope,  in  the  circumstances,  that 
the  hon.  Member  will  not  press  his 
Motion.  The  Code  has  received  the 
approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  House, 
and  will  probably  prove  to  be  a  valuable 
measure. 
•(4.37.)  Me. 
Mk  the  right 


from  being  carried  put.    Amongst  other 
things  imposed,  they  lay  down  the  absurd 
rule  that  manual  training  must  be  given 
altogether  out  of  school  hours. 
SjE  W.  HART  DYKE :  No,  no. 

•Mr.  S.  SMITH :  I  haVe  been  told  so, 
and  that  the  Education  Department  and 
the  Science  and  Art  Department  do  not 
co-operate  together,  the  consequence 
being  a  muddle  which  will  prevent  the 
intentions  of  Parliament  from  being 
carried  out.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  after 
the  House  has  unanimously  agreed  that 
numual  training  shall  be.  incorporated  in 
the  school  instruction,  no  frivolous  red 
tape  regulation  will  be  laid  down  which 
will  defeat  the  intentions  of  Parliament. 
I  wish  to  have  a  word  of  explanatioa 
on  this  subject  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet. 

(4.40.)  Sib  W.  HART  DYKE:  The 
hon.  Member  will  have  ample  opportunity 
and  time  to  raise  this  point  in  Committee 
on  the  Code  Bill.  The  question  before 
us  is  merely  formal,  the  object  of  the 
Resolution  being  merely  to  enable  us  to 
go  into  Committee.  It  seems  that  strange 
misconceptions  have  got  abroad  as  to  the 
operation  of  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment Minute.  I  am  entirely  at  issue 
with  the  hon.  Member  as  to  the  state- 
ments he  has  made,  and  in  Committee  on 
the  BUI  I  shall  be  quite  prepared  to 
answer  any  points  that  may  be  raised. 

(4.42.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  object 
to  the  term  used  that  this  is  merely  a 
formal  stage.  It  has  been  the  imme- 
morial practice  of  Parliament  to  have 
legitimate  discussion  at  this  stage,  and  I 
would  remind  the  Committee  that  it  was 
on  this  stage  that  we  smashed  the  Bill 
which  was  to  confer  an  ofiBcial  post  on 
Colonel  King  Harman.  In  deference, 
however,  to  the  appeal  made  to  me  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Derby,  I  will 
not  persist  with  my  Motion  to  report 
Progress.  I  would  point  out  that  Mem- 
b3  " 


rs  on  this  side  of  the  House  have  been 
S.  SMITH :  I  desire  to  -continually  charged,  by  inuendo  and  by 
hon.  Baronet   the   Vic^  broad    statements    in    the    newspapers 


President  of  the  Council  a  question.     I  which  support  the    Government,   with 

have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  largest  obstruction,  and   now  the   Gk>vemment 

School  Bjards  of  the  Kingdom  that  a^  Cir-  themselves   have  put  down  as  the  first 

cular  has  been  issued  by  the  Science  and  Order     a     comparatively     unimportant 

Art  Department  laying  down  the  condi-  matter,  which  might  occupy  the  whole 

tions  of  the  grant  for  manual  instraction ;  evening   if    hon.    Members   insisted   on 

tiiat  those  conditions  are  utterly  imprac-  their  rights,  to    the    exclusion  of    the 

^hle ;  and  that  their  effect  will  be  to  Local  Taxation  Bill.     I  repeat  that  hon. 

prevent   the    intentions  of   Parliament  Members  have  been  deprived  of  their 
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rights  to  facilitate  important  measures. 
I  mjself  have  reason  to  complain  of  the 
'WBj  I  hare  been  treated  with  regard  to 
a  Bill  of  mj  own,  and  in  snoh  circam- 
stances  how  can  the  Government  expect 
indulgence  from  private  Members?  I 
believe  the  proper  policy  for  the  Opposi- 
tion to  pursue  is  to  take  every  oppor- 
tunity of  exposing  the  unsatisfactory 
manner  in  which  the  Grovernment  are 
conducting  public  business. 

(4.42.)  Mb.  CONTBBABE:  I  may 
explain  that  I  am  the  person  responsible 
for  this  matter  running  on  now.  It  was 
brought  on  after  1 2  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing, and  I  challenged.  I  did  so  because 
I  protest,  in  common  with  a  great  many 
other  hon.  Members,  against  the  revo- 
lutionary theory  which  is  constantly 
being  advanced  by  the  Government,  that 
theseimportant  stages  should  be  regparded 
as  merely  formal.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury haa  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  is 
most  unusual  for  opposition  to  be 
offered  to  a  stage  of  this  kind.  For  my 
part,  however,  I  shall  make  it  usual  to 
oppose  such  stages,  at  any  rate  until  we 
have  sufiScient  explanation  on  the  matters 
in  regard  to  which  we  desire  informa- 
tion. I  do  not  desire  to  prolong  this 
discussion,  or  to  oppose  this  stage  on  the 
merits  of  the  question,  because  I  have 
expressed  myself  in  favour  of  the  new 
Code  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  introduced.  I  did,  however,  insist 
last  night  upon  this  matter  being  taken 
at  an  hour  at  which  it  could  be  dis- 
cussed if  necessary. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon 
Monday  next. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  (CUSTOMS  AND 

EXCISE)  DUTIES  BILL.-(No.  244.) 

COUVTITEE. 

BiU  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 
Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1,  line  17,  to  leave  oat  sub-section 
(ii.),  in  order  to  insert  the  words — "(ii.)  'I  he 
SUDI  ol  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds 
shall  be  applied  in  England  for  the  purposes  of 
agricultural,  commercial,  and  technical  instruc- 
tion, as  defined  in  section  eight  of  'The 
Technical  Instruction  Act,  1889,'  and  in  Wales 
either  for  the  said  purposes  or  for  the  purposes 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 


defined  in  section  seventeen  of  'The  Wslsh 
Intermediate  Education  Act,  1889.' "-(Jfr. 
Arthur  AcUnd.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
words  '  (ii.)  The  sum  of  three  hondreel 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds  shall  be 
applied  for  such  extinction  of  licences  in 
England '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

(4.45.)  Mb.  OAINE  (Barrow-in. 
Fumess):  Your  ruling,  Sir,  of  lart 
Tuesday  has  virtually  made  the  Debate 
on  this  Amendment  a  Debate  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  objectionaUe 
provision  of  this  particular  Bill.  As 
I  have  already  explained  in  the 
Debate  on  the  Second  Reading,  I 
confine  my  objections  to  the  Bill 
to  the  three  clauses  and  three 
sub  -  sections  which  provide  for  the 
extinction  of  licences  by  purchase.  I 
give  the  Government  full  credit  for  » 
desire  to  promote  temperance,  and  only 
take  exception  to  the  very  mistakes 
manner  in  which  they  endeavour  to  cany 
out  their  excellent  intentions.  I  will 
tfcke  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
regret  that  the  Government  have  not, 
before  bringing  in  this  proposal,  taken 
steps  to  find  out  what  is  the  real  opinion- 
of  those  who  have  for  many  years  been 
engaged  in  promoting  the  temperanoe' 
cause  throughout  the  conntiy.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  is  more  or 
less  a  novice  in  temperance  reform ;  but 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  asked 
me  or  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Cockermouth,  we  should  have  warned 
him  that,  so  far  as  the  main  body  of  the 
Temperance  Party  is  concerned,  any  pro- 
posal that  can  be  either  remotely  or 
directly  calculated  to  establish  a  vested 
interest  in  a  licence  which  is  only  granted- 
for  12  months  will  be  resisted.  If  the 
proposal  of  the  Ghjvernment  only  gave 
£\0  for  the  extinction  of  one  smg^ 
licence,  we  should  oppose  it  as  vehe- 
mently as  we  oppose  the  whole  pro- 
posals of  the  Government.  We  are  fight- 
ing a  principle,  and  we  must  see  this- 
question  settled  once  for  all.  We  are 
determined  to  go  on  with  onrof^iosition;. 
and  if  the  Bill  becomes  law,  the  Temper- 
ance Party  must  initiate  a  movement  to 
promote  its  immediate  repeal.  I  venture 
to  make  one  more  appeal  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  There  hare 
been  meetings  of  the  various  sectaons 
of    the     Unionist    Party    to-   see   how 
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the  basmess  of  the  House  can  be  pro- 
ceeded inth,  and  it  is  clear,  from 
yesterday's  proceedings,  that  divided 
oonnsels  prevail  amongst  the  Party 
opposite  as  to  how  progp^eas  can  best  be 
obtained.  I  submit  that  the  best  and 
quickest  way  would  be  to  withdraw  from 
die  Honse  these  particular  clauses  of 
this  particular  Bill.  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  wish  that  the  Government 
should  abandon  all  their  proposals,  but 
only  this  small  and  contested  portion  of 
them.  The  taxes  dealt  with  t^  the  Bill 
amount  to  £1,400,000,  while  this  par- 
ticular money  which  has  been  thus  ear- 
marked  is  only  £440,000.  On  the 
Second  Beading  of  the  Bill  I  re- 
ferred to  the  Whip  issued  by  the 
Church  of  Engknd  Temperance 
Sociefy,  in  which  Canon  Ellison  urged 
his  friends  to  vote  for  the  Second 
Reading  on  condition  of  certain  Amend- 
ments being  brought  forward.  I  did  not, 
however,  press  the  matter  very 
hr  on  that  occasion,  because  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board 
distinctly  promised  that  he  would  bring 
forward  certain  Amendments  and  put 
them  upon  the  Paper  when  the  House 
was  in  Committee.  Here  we  are  in 
Ck)mmittee,  and  still  no  Amendments 
have  been  put  down  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman ;  all  that  we  have  received 
for  that  pledge  is  the  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Grimsby.  That  Amendment  is  harmless 
enough  in  its  way,  but  rather  the  sort 
of  colourless  Amendment  we  should 
expect  from  the  source  from  which  it 
comes.  One  of  the  points  in  connection 
with  the  Church  of  England  Temperance 
Society  is  that  compensation  should  be 
on  a  limited  basis  put  forward  by  the 
Society,  and  restricted  to  a  period  of  10 
years. 

^4.60.)  Tab  PRESIDENT  or  the 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
RrroHiB,  Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) : 
I  do  not  want  the  hon.  Member  to  be  under 
any  misanderstanding.  I  indicated  before 
that,  although  unquestionably  in  their 
letter  the  Church  of  England  'Temperance 
Society  stated  as  one  of  the  conditions  of 
a  final  settlementof  theqnestion,  that  com- 
pensation should  be  limited  to  a  term  of 
years,  that  condition  had  been  expressly 
withdrawn  by  Canon  Ellison  and  those 
who  accompanied  him  as  being  one  of 


the  points  upon  which  they  did  not 
desire  to  press  any  Amendments  to  the 
present  Bill,  recognising  that  this  Bill 
is  not  a  Bill  to  set  up  any  question  of  a 
scale  of  compensation. 

(4.52.)  Mb.  CAINE  :  I  think  it  well . 
that  this  particular  point  should  be 
cleared  up.  I  want  to  know  what 
Amendments  the  Government  intend  to 
propose.  There  has  been  a  distinct 
suggestion  that  there  are  to  be  Amend- 
ments introduced,  and  I  understand 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  accepts  the 
suggestion  that  no  new  licence  shall 
have  any  force  beyond  the  premises  for 
which  it  is  originally  granted.  [Mr. 
Ritchie  asRentedTj  Then  there  is  the 
existing  power  of  the  Licensing  Authority 
to  refuse  a  licence.  Now  we  understand 
what  Amendments  the  Government 
intend  to  support ;  the  only  one  is  that 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Grimsby. 

•(4.54.)  Mb.  RITCHIE:  My  hon. 
Friend  must  not  assume  that  there  are 
not  others  of  a  minor  character,  which 
the  Government  might  be  prepared  to 
accept. 

(4.54.)  Me.  CAINE:  Those  are  the 
main  proposals  as  &r  as  the  Church  of 
England  Society  is  concerned.  I  would 
point  out  that  the  Government  has 
rendered  clear  its  intention  to  transfer 
the  Licensing  Authority  to  the  Conniy 
Councils,  which  will  be  already  compli  ■ 
cated  by  these  purchase  clauses  ;  and 
when  the  Licensing  Authority  and  the 
County  Council  become  one,  this  Amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
become  absolutely  useless  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  intended.  I  hope  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  will  take 
this  matter  into  account,  and  consider 
whether  he  cannot  himself  draft  some 
Amendments  which  will  really  make  it 
quite  clear  to  the  House  that  any 
Licensing  Authority,  whether  existing 
or  one  hereafter  to  be  called  into  exist- 
ence of  a  different  character,  shall 
possess  the  same  powers  as  those  now  - 
enjoyed  by  the  Magistrates.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  amend 
the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Grimsby, 
some  of  the  Temperance  Party  will  have 
to  do  so.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  said  yesterday  that  the  attention  ' 
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of  the  Groyemment  had  been  forced  to 
this  particular  aspect  of  the  temperance 
question  by  the  great  increase  of  the 
Qonsnmption  of  strong  drink.  For  my 
own  pait,  I  admit  that.  Then  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  measure 
was  not  a  large  one.  There,  I  think,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  wrong ;  it  is 
one  of  great  magnitude.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  a  Etatement  as  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Temperance  Party  that 
the  number  of  houses  afEect  the  propor- 
tionate consumption  of  drink.  We  do 
i^ot  hold  any  such  'views.  The  view 
which  I  have  always  held  is  that  the 
amount  of  drunkenness  in  the  country 
rises  and  falls  with  the  consumption  of 
intoxicating  liquor,  and  it  makes  no 
difference  whetiier  the.  drink  is  sold  in 
10  houses  worth  JCI 00  a  year  each  or  in 
one  worth  £1,000  a  year.  The  other 
day  a  deputation  went  to  the  Watch 
Committee  of  Liverpool,  a  body  similar 
to  that  to  which  appeals  will  be  made 
under  this  Bill  The  deputation  called 
attention  to  ceitain  licensed  houses 
which  foster  prostitution,  and  asked  that 
representations  should  be  made  to  the 
Licensing  Authorities  with  the  view  of 
getting  rid  of  the  houses.  In  one  of  the 
streets  there  were  four  of  these  houses. 
Suppose  the  authorities  entered  into 
negotiations  to  get  rid  of  one  of  these 
houses  ;  they  could  not  afford  to 
deal  with  more  ;  the  whole  of  the 
customers  of  the  suppressed  house 
would  swarm  to  the  other  houses. 
If  they  could  reduce  the  number  of 
public  houses  in  Liverpool  from  2,000  to 
1,000, 1  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  an 
important  step  in  the  interests  of 
temperance ;  but  to  say  that,  by  reducing 
2,000  public  houses  to  1,998,  the  cause  of 
temperance  will  be  advanced  is  manifestly 
absurd ;  it  is  childish.  I  admit  that  a 
lai^e  decrease  in  the  number  of  public 
houses  would  have  some  appreciable 
effect;  but  a  trivial  reduction  of  the 
number  would  only  mean  that  the  trade 
of  one  house  would  be  transferred  to 
another  house  close  by.  The  right  hon. 
Gkntleman  has  said  a  good  deal  about 
public  opinion.  He  quoted  the  meeting 
at  Gateshead.  Well,  I  read  a  letter  this 
morning  giving  me  the  iacta  as  to  that 
meeting.  The  voting  was  declared  by 
the  Mayor  to  be  equal,  so  that  the  meet- 
ing tells  as  much  on  one  side  as  on  the 
other. 

Mr.  Caine 


•Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  said  so. 
Mb.  caine  :  Then  it  was  hardly  worth 
while  to  quote  it.  I  need  not  pursoe 
that  subject  farther.  I  have  had  some 
experience  of  public  meetings  since  this 
Bill  was  brought  forward.  The  other  day 
I  was  in  Wigan,  a  town  known  as  a 
great  place  for  the  consumption  of 
intoxicating  liquors.  There  are  220 
fully  licensed  public  houses  to  a  popula- 
tion of  less  than  50,000.  The  town  is 
represented  in  this  House  by  a  Conserva- 
tive. A  public  meeting  was  convened— 
the  largest  ever  held  in  the  town.  An 
agent  of  the  licensed  victuallers  attended. 
I  refer  to  Mr.  Hicks,  who,  for  the  last  10 
or  12  years,  has  been  the  plague  of  oar 
lives,  and  who  has  great  experience  in 
the  organisation  of  opposition  to  cor 
meetings.  On  the  top  of  the  ordinary 
attendance  there  were  60  or  70  tipsy 
ruffians.  An  amendment  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Hicks,  who  spoke  for  20  minutes, 
and  seconded  by  a  local  solicitor,  ia 
fevour  of  the  Bill ;  but,  out  of  2,500,  only 
about  50  hands  were  held  up  in  favour 
of  the  amendment.  I  went  to  my  own 
constituency  on  Wednesday.  I  hold  a 
unique  position,  as  I  have  been  censured 
by  every  political  organisation  in  my 
constituency.  The  meeting  was  the 
largest  we  have  had  there.  About 
1,400  people  were  present.  An  amend- 
ment was  moved,  but  only  two  hands 
were  held  up  for  it.  At  a  meeting  in 
the  Free  Trade  Hall,  Manchester,  not 
one  hand  could  be  found  held  up  against 
resolutions  condemning  the  Bill.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  public  opinion  is 
with  us  and  against  the  BilL  It 
has  been  asked — Where  are  the 
Petitions  in  favour  of  this  Bill  I 
My  experience  of  the  licensed  victualler 
is  that  he  is  as  well  able  to  get  up  a 
Petition  as  anyone  else.  Why  has  he 
not  done  so  in  this  case?  For  the 
reason  that  it  is  clear  the  old 
publican  who  was  to  a  certain  extent  the 
friend  of  his  customers  has  vanished,  and 
that  in  his  place  there  is  the  manager  for 
the  big  brewer.  I  hope  a  note  will  be 
taken  of  the  Liberal  Unionist  opinion  in 
regard  to  this  Bill.  I  tell  the  Govern- 
ment frankly  that  iJie  opinion  of  Liberal 
Unionists  in  the  country — of  the  rank 
and  file — ^is  against  this  Bill,  as  the 
Government  will  find  out  to  their  cost  if 
they  alienate  some  of  .their  best  sup- 
porters, by  insisting  on  a  Bill  which  no- 
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body  cares  twopence  about.  I  know 
somethini^  of  the  inner  working  of  the 
Liberal  Unionist  PaHj.  Public  opinion 
has  been  roused  on  this  question  as  I 
hare  not  seen  it  roused  for  25  years.  I 
am,  perhaps,  more  of  an  agitator  than  a 
Member  of  Parliament,  but  I  tell  the 
CWvenunent  I  have  never  seen  the 
countty  so  deeply  moved  as  it  is  on  this 
qaestion.  The  Government  may,  if  they 
please,  go  on  to  their  destruction.  They 
may  carry  their  Bill,  but  they  will  find  a 
large  number  of  their  followers  are  gone. 
The  Government  profess  to  care  a  great 
deal  more  for  the  Union  between 
England  and  Ireland  than  for  any  other 
subject.  I  care  a  great  deal ;  but  it  is 
because  I  believe  that  the  line  of  action 
the  Government  have  taken  will  result 
in  their  absolute  defeat  and  rout  that  I 
beg  them  to  re-consider  their  decision, 
and  withdraw  these  clauses  while  they 
may.  So  much  for  public  opinion.  The 
real  issue  before  the  House  is :  shall  we 
take  some  steps  to  bring  down  the 
number  of  public  houses  to  the  wants  of 
the  locality,  or  shall  we  leave  them  as 
tbey  are  until  agitation  ripens  and 
sweeps  them  away  altogether  ?  I  would 
adopt  the  latter  course  rather  than  the 
former,  for  I  think  the  effect  of  the 
Government  Bill,  will  be  to  block  the 
progrress  of  temperance  reform.  'A  short 
time  ago,  when  the  respected  father  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Leicester 
was  sitting  on.  the  Bench  in  Liverpool, 
an  application  was  made  for  a  new 
licence,  and  in  refusing  it  he  said  there 
were  so  many  houses  already  that  unless 
the  whole  neighbourhood  were  drunken 
he  could  not  understand  how  on  earth 
the  publicans  made  a  living.  Well,  they 
do  make  their  living  out  of  drunkards. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  could 
not  understand  why  the  Temperance 
Party  were  fighting  this  Bill.  In  the 
three  days'  Debate  on  the  Second  Beading 
we  endeavoured  to  explain  our  reasons. 
We  oppose  it  because,  for  the  first 
time,  it  introduces  the  principle  of 
vested  interests  in  licences.  As  a 
Liberal  it  has  been  part  of  my  business 
to  resist  vested  interests  and  to 
get  rid  of  them,  and  I  am  not  now  going 
to  establish  one.  What  will  be  the  opera- 
tion under  this  Bill  ?  I  believe  the 
g^reater  number  of  the  County  Councils 
will  receive  such  pressure  from  their 
constituents     that     they    will     refuse 


to  put  it  in  force,  and  it  will  be- 
come a  dead  letter.  Once  a  single  public 
house  anywhere  is  bought  out  the 
principle  of  the  money  value  of  the 
licence  is  successfully  established.  The 
Bill  is  to  be  used  to  buy  out  the  dis- 
orderly and  rotten  public  houses,  houses 
which  are  the  resorts  of  thieves  and 
prostitutes ;  and  if  they  are  to  get  com- 
pensation, when  it  comes  to  a  question 
of  reducing  the  number  of  public  houses 
generally,  it  will  be  urged  that  the  better 
houses  shall  be  compensated  still  more, 

•Mb.  RITCHIE  :  I  must  correct  th« 
hon.  Member.  The  Gk>vei'nment  have 
never  said  it  was  their  object  to  get  rid 
of  bad  houses,  but  the  unnecessary 
houses.  It  would  be  quite  within  the 
power  pf  a  County  Council  to  refuse  to 
buy  a  bad  house, 

Mr.  CAINE  :  Of  course  I  accept  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  contradiction, 
bnt  certainly  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  one  of  the  gfrounds  on  which 
the  Government  have  pressed  their  Bill 
on  the  public  is  that  they  would  be  able 
to  get  rid  of  these  houses. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  used  the  words 
"  small  fry." 

Me.  CAINE  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  spoke  of  houses  that  did  not  pay 
without  committing  a  breach  of  the  law. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE  :  I  said  there  were 
many  public  houses  that  did  not  pay, 
and  that  the  only  way  in  which  they 
could  be  made  to  pay  was  by  doing  what 
they  ought  not  to  do. 

Me.  CAINE:  If  there  are  public 
houses  that  cannot  be  made  to  pay  with- 
out breaking  the  law,  it  is  quite  clear 
they  have  no  claim  for  compensation, 
and  the  only  way  they  can  establish  a 
claim  is  by  making  themselves  a 
nuisance  to  the  public.  The  Bill  is, 
dD  facto,  a  measure  to  buy  out  the  black- 
guards in  a  respectable  trade,  and  the 
opponents  of  the  Bill  will  not  consent 
for  one  moment  to  allow  that  which  is 
public  money  as  distinctly  as  money 
raised  from  any  other  source  to  be 
devoted  to  getting  rid  by  money  com- 
pensation of  men  who  are  an  evil  to  the 
community  and  a  danger  to  society,  and 
who  ought  to  have  been  long  since  got 
rid  of  by  the  Magistrates.  If  the  Bill 
becomes  law  it  will  amount  to  a  delibe- 
rate censure  by  the  House  of  the 
administration  of  the  Licensing  Law  by 
the  Magistrates  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
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I  cannot  understand  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Portsmonth  voting  for  a 
Bill  which  is  a  censnre  on  himself.  The 
opponents  of  the'  Bill  intend  to  resist 
this  Bill  to  the  uttermost,  and  if  they 
are  beaten  in  the  House  they  will  go  to 
the  country.  I  believe  the  Government 
would  have  found  it  quite  difficult 
enough  to  carry  the  country  on  their 
Irish  policy.  Now,  I  am  quite  certain 
they  will  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  Their 
work  is  cat  out  for  them,  and  they  have 
laid  upon  themselves  and  the  Unionist 
Party  throughout  the  country  a  task 
they  will  never  be  able  to  fulfil,  and 
they  will  be  beaten  hip  and  thigh  at  the 
next  General  Election  if  they  persevere 
with  the  Bill.  I  believe  the  Unionist 
Party  is  running  down  a  steep  place 
into  the  sea,  in  regard  to  this  pai^icular 
proposal,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  am  going  to  remain  at  the  top  and  see 
the  Government  go  down  alone. 

(5.23.)  Me.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Car- 
narvon,  <Ssc.) :  I  have  to  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  in  addressing  it  for 
the  first  time.  I  may  say  that  the  Car- 
narvonshire County  Council  have  passed 
a  resolution  condemning  the  proposals  of 
the  Government,  and  very  few  of  the 
Conservative  members  of  the  Council 
▼entured  to  oppose  it.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  hesitation  in  declaring  that 
were  there  an  election  in  Wales  at  the 
present  moment  a  clean  sweep  would  be 
made  of  all  the  members  who  registered 
their  vote  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  I 
object  to  the  Bill  in  the  first  place,  be- 
cause it  establishes  a  new  principle  in  the 
Licensing  Laws.  It  affirms  that  you 
cannot  extinguish  a  licence  even  if  the 
house  is  not  required  for  the  locality. 
My  second  objection  is  that  you  are 
giving  £350,000  as  compensation  to 
the  publicans,  without  providing  that 
they  shall  only  be  compensated  on  the 
basis  of  the  profits  of  legitimate  trading. 
There  were  166,000  convictions  for 
drunkenness  last  year,  and  there  were 
no  doubt  many  thousands  of  cases  of 
drunkenness  in  which  there  were  no 
prosecutions.  If  you  are  going  to  com- 
pensate the  publicans  you  should  com- 
pensate them  on  the  basis  of  profits  on 
legitimate  trade.  Every  case  of  drunken- 
ness really  represents  a  breach  of  the 
law  committed  by  a  publican,  and  it  also 
represents  an  increase  in  the  profits  of  a 
publican.  If  this  proposal  is  carried,  the 
Air.  Caine 


House  will  be  capitalising  profits  made 
by  a  gi-oss  and  wholesale  infrin^ment  of 
the  law.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  law  and  order  in  Ireland.  I  think 
there  ought  to  be  a  Coercion  Act  for 
publicans  armed  with  all  the  mocfem 
appliances,  such  as  Star  Chamber 
inquiries,  informers,  "  shadows,"  and 
Removable  Magistrates.  Why  not  punish 
the  publican  for  an  infringement  of  the 
law,  with  the  same  amount  of  zeal  as 
the  Government  display  in  punishing 
the  Irish  Members  1  If  there  were  such 
an  Act,  I  believe  that  very  few  publicans 
would  survive  the  inquisition,  and  the 
£350,000  would  form  an  ample  sum  to 
compensate  those  who  remained.  Another 
objection  I  have  to  make  to  the  Govern- 
ment proposal  is  that  the  sum  of  £350,000 
is  grossly  inadequate  for  the  purposes 
set  forth  in  the  Bill.  We  are  all  agreed 
that  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  public 
houses  will  promote  temperance,  but 
this  money  will  not  suffice  for 
any  appreciable  redaction.  Take 
instances  in  my  own  constituency. 
Eifion,  a  small  town,  is  infested  with 
licences,  and  if  this  sum  is  to  be  dis- 
tributed over  the  whole  of  Carnarvon- 
shire, it  would  take  more  than  £1,000,000 
to  reduce  the  number  of  houses  to 
a  point  at  which  they  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. We  have  been  told  by  the  hoo. 
Member  for  Barrow  that  it  will  require 
£250,000,000  to  compensate  the  whole 
of  the  publicans  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
We  must  reduce  the  number  of  public 
houses  by  50  per  cent  before  we  attain 
the  object  we  have  in  view,  and  for  that, 
£125,000,000  will  be  necessary.  Yet 
this  £350,000  is  offered  to  do  it 
all.  There  never  was  a  more  puny 
attempt  made  to  grapple  with  a  great 
evil  since  the  days  of  the  Lilipntian 
King  who  drew  his  hanger  to  attack 
Gulliver.  But  that  is  not  all.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  very 
profuse  with  his  sympathy  for  temper- 
ance, and  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  equally  profuse. 
What  has  been  the  outcome  of  all  this 
profusion  1  This  Local  Option,  which  I 
venture  to  declare,  as  far  as  Wales  at 
least  is  concerned,  will  not  have  the 
slightest  efFect  on  the  drinking  habits  of 
the  people.  It  is  only  by  the  merest 
chance  that  this  proposal  can  hope  to 
succeed.     This  Bill  will  do  nothing  at 
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all  anless  it  buys  out  the  most  pemicions 
and    worst     class     of    pablic     houses. 
The  pemicioDs  and  worst  class  of  public 
honses  are  the  most  profitable,  and  where 
they  exist  there  is  sarronnding  them  the 
worst     misery   and    desolation.       Why 
should  that  class  of  publican   sell  %    Ue 
has  a  good  livelihood,  and  he  oonld  only 
be  induced  to  sell  by  the  offer  oi  an 
extravagant  price.     The  Grovemment,  in 
order  to  attain  any  success  for  this  mea- 
sure will  have  to  depend  upon  the  chap- 
ter of  accidents.     A  very  eminent  writer 
has  ponrtrayed  the  world  as  governed  by 
chance.     It  is  only  in  such  a  world  that 
fortuitous  statesmanship  of  this  order 
can  ever  hope  to  succeed.      If  the  pro- 
posal of  the   noble   Lord  the   Member 
for   Paddington    to    purchase    licences 
compnlsorily   had    been   accepted,    this 
objection  would  not  apply.     The  County 
Council       then      woidd      state     their 
case    for    the    suppression  of  a  licence 
which,  in  their  opinion,  did  harm  to  the 
public.     Unfortunately,  the  temperance 
ardour  of  the  noble  Lord  has  evaporated. 
like  many  another  temperance   advocate 
the  holidays  seem  to  have  affected  his 
temperance  principles.     His,  at  the  best, 
was  a   kind  of  mushroom  teetotalism, 
which  grew  no  one  knew  why,   or  when, 
and  which  has  disappeared,  how,  no  one 
exactly  knows.     But  from  the  constant 
communications  of  the  noble  Lord  with 
the     licensed      victuallers,     the     Tem- 
perance Party     in     this    House     have 
good    reason    to    believe    now    that    it 
was       somewhat       of       an       alcoholic 
fungus.     The  noble  Lord  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  seem  now  to  have  joined  in 
the  duty  of  praising  compensation.     It 
was  only  the  other  day  that  the  right 
hon.  Qentlenmn  entertained  a  few  of  the 
brewers.     So  strongly  was  he  in  favour 
of  the  principle  of  compensation  that  he 
expressed    great  surprise    that  it   was 
necessary  for  them  to  approach  him  on 
the  subject.     He  could  quite  understand 
his  Liberalism  being  doubted,  but  on  this 
great    question    of     compensating     the 
publicans  he  ought  to  be  above  suspicion. 
But  we  simple   people  of    Wales   can 
hardly  understand  either  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  the  noble  Lord.     They  are 
to  us  a  great  mystery.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  so  very  long  ago,  I  think 
it    was    in    Wales,    promulgated    the 
doctrine  of  ransom.     Now,  if  we  under- 


stand that  great  doctrine,  it  is  the  exact- 
converse  of  compensation.  Both  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  noble 
Lord  seem  to  be  a  kind  of  political  con- 
tortionists, after  the  fashion  of  the 
American  performers,  who  can  set  their 
feet  in  one  direction  and  their  &koe  in 
another,  and  no  one  knows  which  way 
they  intend  to  travel.  My  last  objection 
to  this  proposal  is  that  it  delays  the- 
great  work  of  temperance  reform. 
There  are  obstacles  to  every  great 
reform,  and  there  is  no  necessity 
for  creating  fictitious  and  artificial 
barriers  to  combating  this  great  evil.  I 
believe  it  is  in  your  power  to  do  much 
to  improve  the  habits  and  condition  of 
the  people  by  improving  their  environ- 
ments. That  is  why  I  believe  in  this 
great  question  of  temperance  reform. 
It  removes  inducements  to  evil  and  sub- 
stitutes incitements  to  good,  and  it  is 
because  the  Gk>vemment  Bill  delays 
that  great  work  that  I  think  the  pro- 
posal is  greatly  to  be  deplored.  I  thank 
the  House  for  the  kind  manner  in  which 
it  hajB  listened  to  me. 
•(5.40.)  Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Ty- 
rone, S.):  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  resumed  his  seat,  in  his  maiden 
speech,  has  stated  his  belief  that  it  is  in 
the  power  of  this  House  to  do  a  great 
deal  for  temperance  reform.  I  believe  ex- 
actly the  same  thing,  and  I  think  that  after 
a  life  of  36  years  spent  in  connection  with 
the  temperance  movement,  I  can  claim 
n^t  to  be  a  mushroom  teetotaler,  but  to 
be,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  a  tem- 
perance man.  If  I  thought  that  this 
Bill  created  a  new  vested  interest  for  the 
publican,  I  would  oppose  it  to  the  utter- 
most, but  it  is  because  I  believe  it  does 
nothing  of  the  kind,  and  because  I  am 
anxiou^  that  something  should  be  done 
for  temperance  reform,  I  am  not 
willing  to  go  on  waiting,  .but  desire  to 
do  something  at  once.  I  have  been 
constantly  referred  to  during  the  Debate, 
and  have  been  reproached  for  the  posi- 
tion I  have  taken  up  on  this  Bill,  and  I,, 
therefore,  want  to  make  my  position 
clear.  Why  do  I  vote  for  this  Bill? 
I  vote  for  this  Bill  because  I  am 
anxious  to  see  the  adoption  of-  the  prin- 
ciple of  equitable  compensation,  against 
which  I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench.  The  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  asked  the  Govern- 
ment why  they  persist  in  going  on  withr 
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a  Bill  that  is  opposed  by  the  whole  Tem- 
perance Party.  I  admit  that  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  Temperance 
Party  is  opposed  to  this  fiiU,  but  I  have 
had  two  occasions  during  the  last  20 
years  to  judge  of  the  action  of  the  tem- 
perance leaders  with  respect  to  public 
measures.  In  1871  a  Bill  was  intro- 
duced into  the  House  that  would  have 
been  of  enormous  service  to  the  temper- 
ance cause.  It  was  met  by  the  Temper- 
ance Party  almost  in  the  same  way  as 
this  Bill  hsM  been  met.  Because  it  pro- 
posed to  give  a  10  years'  lease  instead  of 
an  annual  privilege,  it  was  declared  to 
create  a  new  vested  interest,  and  the 
leaders  of  the  Temperance  Party  gave 
away  the  grandest  chance  .they  had  had 
during  the  century  of  eSecting  a  legiti- 
mate and  beneficent  temperance  reform. 
Mr.  Bruce  was  forced  to  withdraw  his 
Bill,  not  because  the  publicans  opposed 
it,  bat  because  the  Temperance  Party 
folded  their  arms  and  refused  to  lift  a 
hand  to  further  it.  I  protested,  and  so 
did  hundreds  and  thousands  of  moderate 
temperance  men,  but  the  leaden  had 
their  own  way,  and  they  have  been  19 
jears  wandering  in  the  wilderness 
sinoe.  N»w,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
wander  for  ever  and  a  day  in  the  wilder- 
ness. There  is  a  Party  in  the  House 
professing  to  be  temperance  reformers, 
and  their  principle  is  that  they  would 
rather  endure  all  the  nameless  horrors 
of  this  drink  trafiSc  than  pay  a  six- 
pence for  its  extinction.  I  do  not 
belong  to  that  Party  and  I  will  not. 
I  am  prepared  to  pay  a  good  many  six- 
pences to  get  rid  of  such  a  gigantic  evil, 
and  I  believe  this  Bill,  by  suspending  the 
issue  of  new  licences  and  establishing 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  sound  and  just 
principle  of  equitable  compensation,  is  a 
beginning  that  will  lead  to  better  things. 
Another  occasion  upon  which  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  testing  the  wisdom  of 
the  temperance  leaders,  was  in  1878, 
when  the  Irish  Sunday  Closing  Bill  was 
«arried.  The  Government  of  the  day 
proposed  to  introduce  certain  Amend- 
ments which  exempted  five  of  the  large 
<:itie8  and  towns  in  Ireland  from  the 
full  operation  of  the  measure.  When 
these  Amendments  were  placed  upon  the 
Order  Paper  the  whole  Temperance  Party 
denounced  them ;  they  would  rather  the 
whole  Bill  was  sacrificed.  But  those 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  did  not  take  their 
Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU 


advice,  and  so  the  Bill  passed,  and  if  it 
had  not  passed  then  it  would  not  have 
been  passed  now.  I  will  not,  therefore, 
for  the  sake  of  an  abstract  principle, 
consent  to  abandon  possible  good  for  a 
greater  problematical  good  in  the  future. 
I  am  also  influenced  by  another  motive. 
This  Bill  applies  to  Ireland.  I  plead  for 
the  principle  of  equitable  compensation 
in  England,  but  I  submit  that  the  law  is 
in  such  a  state  in  Ireland  that  it  goes  a 
good  way  beyond  this.  It  haa  been  decided 
that  once  a  licensed  publican  in  Ireland 
gets  his  licence,  he  may  sell  it,  and  the 
Licensing  Authority  cannot  refuse  to 
transfer,  except  the  applicant  is  of  liad 
character,  or  conducts  his  house  in  an 
improper  manner.  The  Queen's  Bench, 
in  1877,  set  up  a  legal  vested  interest  for 
the  Irish  publican,  and  since  that  time 
interests  have  been  created  and  settle- 
ments made,  so  that  in  Ireland  you  must 
either  compensate  these  men  or  confiscate 
their  property.  Therefore,  I  was  largely 
influenced  by  the  state  of  the  Irish  law 
in  the  vote  I  gave  on  this  question, 
fiut  while  I  say  this,  I  wish  also  to 
say  that  I  have  not  the  slightest 
enthusiasm  about  this  Bill.  I  am 
not  going  to  rob  the  publican,  but 
I  am  not  going  to  fight  his  battle. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Barrow  has 
said  that  this  Bill  is  going  to  be 
the  ruin  of  the  Liberal  Unionist  Party, 
and  I  notice  that  he  was  cheered  from 
this  side  of  the  House.  He  had  supposed 
that  was  their  supreme  ambition.  Then 
why  not  pass  this  Bill,  and  do  it. 
My  hon.  Friend  does  not  seem  to  be- 
lieve that  the  reduction  of  public  houses 
on  a  small  scale  afEects  the  thing  one 
way  or  the  other.  My  experience  in  the 
City  of  Dublin  has  been  entirely  difEerent. 
During  the  last  10  years  the  Recorder  of 
Dublin,  who  is  the  sole  Licensing 
Authority,  has  absolutely  refused  to 
grant  any  new  licences,  and  what  has 
been  done  is  this  :  Where  there  is  a  new 
district,  and  where  the  want  of  a  public 
house  is  pleaded,  the  Recorder  has  in- 
sisted upon  the  new  applicant  buying  up 
either  one  or  two  old  houses,  and  the 
invariable  custom  has  been  to  buy  houses 
in  the  lanes  and  back  streets,  which 
could  not  be  superintended  by  the  police, 
in  exchange  for  a  new  licence  in  a  new 
district.  That  was  exactly  the  way  in 
which  he  thought  this  Bill  would  work, 
and  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  I  am  glad  to 
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gopport  it.  My  position  is  this  :  I  am  a 
temperance  man,  and  work  for  the 
reform  of  the  dronkard;  bnt  I  do  not 
understand  that  it  is  necessary  to  attach 
to  that  the  rain  of  the  publican 
as  well.  The  publican  is  a  creation  of 
the  law,  and  we  cannot  possibly  get 
rid  of  him,  and  I  submit  that,  taking  the 
Front  Bench  utterances,  we  never  shall 
get  rid  of  him  without  the  acceptance  of 
the  principle  embodied  in  this  Bill. 
Because  I  think  this  is  a  measure 
that  points  to  larger  and  better  things 
in  the  future,  I  am  supporting  it. 

(5.55.)  Mb.  W.  B.  GLADSTONE  (Edin- 
bnigh,  Mid  Lothian) :  I  shall  not  enter  on 
the  very  tempting  matter  -of  considering 
the  consistency  pf  the  vote  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  is 
about  to  give  with  that  which  he  gave 
in  1888.  There  are  wider  matters  be- 
fore us.  I  shall  notice  briefly  one  or 
two  of  the  allegations  of  the  hon.  Grentle- 
man.  It  has  been  asserted  confidently 
and  boldly  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
that  this  Bill  does  not  sanction  the 
principle  of  oompensation,  and  that  has 
been  a  main  ground,  I  may  say  the 
main  ground,  upon  which  Her  Majesty's 
Gloyemment  have  commended  it  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  House.  But  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  whose  support  as  that  of  an 
independent  Member  is  valuable  for  other 
reasons  than  the  rarity  of  such  support 
in  this  Debate,  has  given  as  his  main 
retuson  for  supporting  the  Bill  that  which 
absolutely  contradicts  and  oversets  the 
fundamental  principle  of  the  Government, 
because  he  has  supported  the  Bill  on 
the  ground  that  the  Bill  embodies  the 
principle  of  oompensation,  which  they 
maintain  it  does  not  establish.  And 
those  contradictory  declarations  are,  not- 
withstanding, to  result  in  one  and  the 
same  vote  in  one  and  the  same  Lobby.  I 
agree  more  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  on 
that  point  than  with  the  Government, 
except  in  this,  that  I  contend  we  are  not 
now  discussing  the  question  of  compensa- 
tion at  large — very  many  Members  of 
the  House  have  the  strongest  opinion 
upon  that  subject — but  what  we  are 
diacoBsing  now,  as  was  defined  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Barrow,  is  the  principle 
of  that  compensation  which  is  actually 
before  us.  The  hon.  Gentleman  then 
■went  on  to  challenge  the  judgment  of 
the  temperance  leaders.  He  challenged 
their  proceedings   upon  two  occasions 


and  on  one  of  them  I  will  make  a  remark. 
His  want  of  confidence  in  their  judgmen'fc 
leads  him  to  vote  against  the  course  they 
recommend.  He  refers  to  1871 — and 
here  I  have  the  pleasure  of  agreeing- 
with  very  much  of  what  he  says — and  he 
says  the  Bill  of  that  year  would  havft 
done  a  world  of  good  and  effected  a  vast- 
reduction  in  the  number  of  public  houses. 
I  am  net  indisposed  to  accept  that  state- 
ment, as  I  was  one  of  the  Government 
responsible  for  the  formation  and  intro- 
duction of  that  Bill.  What  is  the 
respective  guilt  of  parties  in  respect  of 
that  Bill  t  That  Bill,  no  doubt,  failed  in 
some  deg^e,  owing  mainly  to"  one 
particular  cause — the  opposition  of  the 
publicans;  bnt,  combined  with  that 
opposition,  to  the  indifference  and  luke- 
warmness  of  the  Temperance  Party. 
But  the  opposition  of  the  publicans  wa» 
the  opposition  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  and  the  Gentleman  who  is  so 
shocked  at  going  with  temperance  re- 
formers, because  they  were  lukewarm  in 
the  cause  of  what  he  considers  a  gooci 
measure,  has  no  scruple  at  all  about  acting 
with  those  who,  .as  he  says,  were  in  full  cry 
against  the  Bill,  with  the  principle  of 
which  he  says  he  agrees.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  says  he  will  vote  for  the  Bill 
mainly  on  account  of  the  Irish  portion  of 
it ;  but  is  that  the  main  portion  of  the 
Bill  ?  Am  I  to  look  into  every  comer 
of  a  Bill,  and,  disregarding  its  main 
scope  and  purpose,  if  I  find  some  par- 
ticular nook  or  cranny  where  there  is 
something  I  approve  of,  such  as  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  in  Ireland,  theb  to 
say  that  on  that  account  I  will  accept 
the  whole  Bill?  The  public  houses  in 
Ireland  are  for  the  supply  of  5,000,000 
persons,  and  those  in  England  for  the 
supply  of  35,000,000.  Is  it  rational, 
when  you  are  dealing  with  a  Bill  which 
affects  35,000,000,  to  overlook  all  the 
considerations  that  can  be  urged  against 
the  Bill  in  respect  of  its  operation  on  the 
35,000,000,  and  to  say  "  I  will  look  only 
at  the  effect  it  has  on  the  5,000,000  of 
Irish  people  t " 

•Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  My  position  is- 
that  I  consider  the  Irish  publican  has  a 
legal  right  and  the  British  publican  an 
equitable  right,  and  I  am  anxious  in  the 
interests  of  temperance  to  do  something 
by  which  that  right  may  be  recognised 
as  speedily  as  possible. 
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Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  Tho  claim 
made  in  the  interests  of  temperance  I  wish 
by-and-bj  to  bring  to  the  test.  Mj  com- 
plaint is  that  the  hon.  Member  said  he 
was  greatly  governed  by  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  in  Ireland,  and  I  say  that  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  in  Ireland  is  of 
necessity  a  secondary  and  sabordinate 
operation  of  the  Bill,  which  it  is  quite 
possible  to  snbject  to  separate  treatment. 
If  there  is  a  legal  right  iif  Ireland,  it 
constitutes  no  reason  for  voting  for  a 
BUI  which  is  to  operate  disadvanta^ously 
as  regards  public  houses  in  England. 
The  hon.  Member  reminds  us  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Barrow  had  said  that 
Bill  would  be  &tal  to  what  he  termed 
the  Unionist  Party,  which  I  believe  to 
be  tho  disunionist  party,  but  which,  out 
of  courtesy,  I  will  call  the  Unionist  Party, 
although  that  involves  a  contradiction  of 
my  convictions  and  feelings.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Barrow,  in  the  course  of  his 
able  speech,  has  defended  himself  against 
being  supposed  to  be  a  lukewarm  sup- 
porter of  the  present  Qovemment,  and  of 
the  so-called  Unionist  cause;  but  my 
hon.  Friend  might  have  spared  himself 
that  trouble,  seeing  the  amount  of 
valuable  matter  he  had  to  produce.  We 
have  all  had  quite  sufficient  experience 
of  his  zeal  on  behalf  of  that  Party  to  be- 
lieve firmly  in  his  sincerity.  The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  said — "  If  the 
Bill  will  have  the  effect,  as  you  allege, 
of  mining  the  Unionist  Party,  why  do  you 
not  vote  for  it  and  ruin  that  Party  ? " 
No  doubt  the  hon.  Member  thought  that 
in  ofkring  that  suggestion  he  had  made 
a  great  coup.  We  believe  this  Bill  to 
be  of  vital  consequence,  and  we  believe 
it  to  be  as  ruinous  as  it  is  important, 
and,  that  being  so,  it  is  totally 
against  our  principle  to  vote  for 
this  Bill  for  the  sake  of  ulterior 
objects.  I  am  not  surprised  at  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  be- 
cause, as  I  understand  him  and  the  body 
of  Members  with  whom  he  has  been 
acting,  they  have  become  habituated  to 
this  practice  of  continually  voting  for 
measures  they  disapprove  of,  and  refrain- 
ing from  the  support  of  measures  of 
which, they  approve,  simply  because  of 
that  ulterior  object  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  recommends  us  on  this 
occasion  to  keep  exclusively  in  view. 
The  hon.  Member  will  understand  that  I 
cannot  accept  the  advice  he  has  kindly 


given  us.  I  was  obliged  to  intervene  in 
this  Debate,  although  the  House  has 
kindly  heard  me  before,  on  account  of 
my  responsibility  for  the  use  of  a  par- 
ticular term.  Before  I  advert  to  that,  I 
wish  to  say  a  word  upon  the  Amend- 
ment. I  am  able  to  support  what  has 
been  said  in  the  able  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Glamorganshire.  We  do 
not  admit  this  Bill  to  be  a  step  in  the 
direction  of  temperance.  The  principle 
is  perfectly  sound  that  you  should  not 
insist  upon  achieving  at  once  your  whole 
object  and  ultimate  aim  when  you  have 
not  the  force  that  is  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  but  you  should  be  content  to 
arrive  at  it  step  by  step.  This  is  all  veiy 
well;  but,  according  to  our  view,  and 
especially  according  to  the  view  of  the 
Principality  of  Wales,  it  is  true  that  this 
Bill  takes  a  step,  but  it  is  a  step  in  the 
wrong  direction,  it  is  a  retrograde  step 
that  leads  us  a  great  deal  further  from 
the  purpose  aimed  at  than  we  were 
before.  I  believe  the  people  of  Wales 
especially  look  upon  this  Bill  as  poison, 
while  they  regard  f^  food  the  provision 
for  education  proposed  by  the  Amend- 
ment; and  they  say,  "Take  away  tiie 
poison  and  give  us  the  food."  In  Wales 
there  is  a  much  stronger  desire  for  inter- 
mediate schools  than  can  be  satisfied  with 
the  funds  that  are  available  for  the 
purpose.  You  may  tell  me,  and  I  admit, 
that  people  are  ready  enough  to  put  their 
hands  into  the  public  purse  when  it  costs 
them  nothing ;  but  it  is  not  so  in  Wales, 
for  there  the  people,  with  laudable 
public  spirit,  mt^e  immense  efforts  to 
provide  these  schools  for  themselves.  It 
is  in  these  circumstances  the  Welsh  people 
ask  that  this  money  may  be  diverted  to 
a  purpose  of  inestimable  good,  of  which 
they  approve,  from  one  which  will  not 
only  not  be  valuable,  but  will  be  mis- 
chievous and  ruinous  to  the  country. 
The  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  said  that  some  one  had  irrationally 
spoken  of  this  Bill  as  a  public  honse 
endowment  Bill.  I  have  a  strong 
opinion  that  there  is  no  more  objectioa- 
able  practice  in  politics,  or  one  to  be 
more  carefully  eschewed,  than  an  en- 
deavour to  disparage  a  good  cause  by 
affixing  upon  it  a  bad  name.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thinks  it  is  a  practice  I 
have  indulged  in.  I  accept  the  full  re- 
sponsibility for  the  quoted  description, 
and  I  have  not  heard  any  other  name 
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which  so  adequately  describes  the  pur- 
pose and  operation  of  the  Bill.     But  a 
slight  mistake  has  been  made ;  iMt  be 
caUed  a  publican's  endowment  Bill,  in 
my  opinion,  that  would  not  be  at  all  a 
just     dsscription.       There     are     many 
bnlts    in   the   Bill,   grave   faults,    and 
it    ia      difiBcult     to     determine    their 
order  of    procedure,   but,   undoubtedly, 
among  the  faults  of  the  Bill  not  the  least 
is  the  exceedingly  small  regard  it  has  for 
the  interests   of   publicans   as  compared 
with  the  interests  of  others  concerned. 
I  have   received  a  communication   from 
a  respectable  publican,  who  expresses  his 
strong  objection  to  this  Bill,  and  declares 
that  it  is  brought  in,  not  in  the  interest 
of  his  class,  but  in  the  interests  of  others 
more  powerful  than  they.     I  do  not  know 
if  I  originated  the  name  for  the  Bill,  I  do 
not  know  whether  any  of  my  hon.  Friends 
daim  the  anthorst^ip.     I  am  almost  dis- 
posed to  compete  for  the  honour  of  the 
responsibility.     Accepting  the  full  res- 
ponsibility for  the  description  of  this 
Bill  as  a  public  house  endowment  Bill,  I 
will  say  why  it  can  not  be  fairly  described  by 
any  other  name.     The  hon.  member  for 
Sheffield,  in  an  able  and  telling  speech, 
referred  to  the  operation  of  the  Bill  upon 
purchase    transactions,    and    contended 
that  the  giving  of  public  money  for  the 
extinction   of  licences  invested  licences 
with  a  value  which  amounted  to  endow- 
ment.    In  my  opinion  that  is  not  a  tenth, 
nor  a  twentieth,  nor  a  hundredth  part  of 
the  sense  in  which  the  Bill  is  an  endow- 
ment.    The    mode   in  which  it  is  an 
endowment   is   this.     From  the  moment 
the  Bill  has  become  the  law  of  the  land 
every  interest  in  every  public  house  will 
be  worth  more  money  in  the  market,  and 
cannot  be  acquired  except  at  a  higher 
price.    That,   I  think,  is  not  an  ni^air 
mode  of  stating  the  case.     I  want  the 
proposition   to  be  tested.     I  challenge 
opposition.     Unfortunately  this  business 
of  vast  investment  by   large  proprietary 
interests  in  public  houses,  as    far   as   I 
know,  has   been   a   monstrous   evil,  the 
growth  almost  entirely  of  our  own  time. 
Within  our  own  time  it  has  swollen  to 
gigantic  proportions,  and  now  constitutes 
the  enormous,  the  almost  insurmountable 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  dealing  satisfac- 
torily with   the   public  house  question. 
That  evil,  which  is  in  constant  progress, 
depends  upon  this,  that  a  certain  expec- 
tocy  of  the  renewal  of  the  licence  leads 


gentlemen  interested  in  the  manufacture 
of  liquor,  and  makes  it  worth  their  while 
to  invest  largely  in  public  houses,  and  to 
compensate  themselves  by  binding  the 
publican  to  buy  the  liquor  they  manu- 
facture, irrespective,  in  a  certain  degree, 
either  of  quality  or  of  price.  You  are 
now  going  to  add  to  that  expectancy. 
To  that  expectancy,  which  has  been  de- 
clared to  rest  upon  no  legal  basis 
whatever,  and  the  whole  value  of  which 
may  be  enormously  and  detrimentally 
affected  by  many  conceivable  proceed- 
ings that  could  be  taken  under  the 
present  law  without  raising  any  claim  for 
compensation,  you  are  now  going  to 
add  the  establishment  of  this  principle, 
that  the  authority  is  to  go  into  the 
market  provided  with  public  money, 
raised  out  of  the  public  taxes,  and  buy 
up  licences,  irrespective  of  the  further 
tremendous  objection  that  the  price  is 
virtually  to  be  fixed  by  the  person  in- 
terested. Will  any  man  tell  me  that  by 
the  establishment  of  this  principle  by 
law,  this  act  of  legislative  countenance 
given  to  the  doctrine  of  vested  interest 
in  licences,  an  approach,  at  least,  will  not 
be  made  to  the  laying  down  an  absolute 
rule  that  no  licence  can  be  touched — 
apart  from  offence  against  the  law — 
except  in  consideration  of  payment  of 
public  money?  Will  any  man  tell  me 
that  that  will  not  at  once  upraise  the 
valae  of  every  saleable  public  interest 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  another  1 
If  that  is  so,  that  is  a  public  house  endow- 
ment Bill.     It  does  not  matter 

•Mb.  EITCHIE  :  We  do  not  say  that. 
Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  :  Do  not  say 
what? 

•Mb.  RITCHIE :  We  do  not  say  that. 
We  do  not  interfere  in  any  degree  with 
the  existing  powers  of  the  Magistrates. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  not 
indisposed  to  be  corrected  by-and-by.  I 
will  only  say  at  this  moment  that,  in  my 
opinion,  there  never  were  more  idle 
words  thaa  the  words  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
evidently  thought  yesterday  that  he  was 
making  an  announcement  of  importance 
to  the  House  when  he  read  out  exuftingly 
the  terms  of  the  Amendment  which  is  to 
declare  that  the  local  powers  of  Magis- 
trates shall  remain  intact.  Now,  Sir,  if  he 
were  to  multiply  those  Amendments, 
and  plaster  them  all  over  his  Bill, 
repeated  a  hundred  thousand  times  over, 
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laying  them  thick  as  leaves  in  Yallom- 
brosa,  or  till  they  were  like  the  advertise- 
ments of  Pear's  Soap,  they  would  not 
acquire  one  shade  of  valne  in  the  eyes  of 
any  one  of  the  millions  of  people  who  are 
opposed  to  this  Bill.  For  the  prevention 
of  enhancement  of  valne  they  are 
absolutely  utterly  nugatory.  1,  there- 
fore, say  that  this  Bill  is  a  public 
house  endowment  Bill,  because  it  adds  a 
value  to  every  proprietary  interest  in 
premises  that  are  now  licensed  for  the 
sale  of  liquor.  Now,  Sir,  it  may  be  a 
long  time  before  you  arrive  at  the  possi- 
bility of  a  comprehensive,  sweeping,  and 
conclusive  measure  with  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  the  liquor  traffic,  but  I 
object  to  this  Bill  upon  two  grounds — 
first  of  all,  that  we  have  under  the 
present  law,  and  compatibly  with  the 
principle  of  the  present  law,  great  means 
and  possibilities  of  good  ;  and,  secondly, 
that  you  not  only  take  away  those  means 
and  possibiUties,  but  yon  also  interpose 
a  new  and  enormous  obstacle  in  that 
increment  of  value  which  is  to  run 
throughout  the  country  in  connection 
with  this  Bill,  to  which  I  have  just 
referred  as  the  public  house  endowment 
Bill.  The  present  law  has  in  itself  prin- 
ciples that  are,  at  any  rate,  of  some  value. 
The  present  law  rests  unquestionably 
and  strictly  upon  these  grounds,  among 
others,  that  public  houses  are  to  be  abso- 
lutely Umited  to  the  wants  of  the  dis- 
trict. Can  any  man  say  that  they  are  so 
limited  ?  No,  Sir,  they  are  known  to  be 
in  multitudes  of  districts  in  the  country 
very  far  in  excess  even  of  a  most 
liberal  estimate  of  those  wants.  Why 
are  they  not  brought  down  to  the  mea- 
sure of  those  wants  ?  Because  you  have 
the  licensing  power  in  the  hands  of  a 
body  which  is  not  well  qualified  to  ad- 
minister that  portion  of  the  present  law 
with  the  stringency  and  firmness  with 
which  it  ought  to  be  administered.  We 
always  contended  for  the  placing  of  that 
power  in  the  hands  of  an  Elective  Au- 
thority, and  we  have  been  resisted  in 
the  endeavour  to  obtain  that  object.  We 
are  ccyiviuced,  at  least  I  for  one  am  con- 
vinced, that  if  you  gfot  that  power — not 
for  the  whole  purposes  of  the  Temperance 
Party,  but  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on 
the  acknowledged  principle  of  the  present 
law — once  fairly  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
an  Elective  Body,  like  the  County 
Councils,  to  be  exercised  upon 
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their  responsibility,  very  great  good 
would  be  obtained.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  County  Councils  would  be 
justified  in  going  to  work  upon  what  are 
called  extreme  principles  of  temperance. 
I  will  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  there  might  possibly  be  a  County 
Council  with  a  majority  in  &vonr  n(^ 
only  of  Local  Option,  but  in  favour  of 
using  that  Local  Option  for  the  purpose 
of  the  total  extinction  of  pnblic  houses- 
it  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  an  entire 
abuse  of  the  power  if  it  were  to  act 
upon  that  principle,  because  that  is  not 
the  principle  of  the  existing  law  which 
they  are  to  administer.  They  are  to 
examine  in  good  faith  the  question 
of  sufficiency.  Examining  in  good 
faith  the  question  of  sufficient^, 
they  would  find  immense  room  for 
reduction.  How  does  it  operate  upon 
that  room  for  reduction?  How  does  it 
operate  upon  the  possibility  of  redac- 
tion ?  I  will  suppose  now  tiiat  the  Bill 
shall  unhappily  have  been  parsed  into 
law,  and  I  will  suppose  also,  what  I  have 
no  doubt  we  shall  see  before  many  years 
are  over,  that  the  licensing  power  is 
placed  under  the  control  of  an  Elective 
Authority  in  a  county.  What  is,  then,  to 
be  the  position  of  the  Elective  Authority  t 
Will  any  man  tell  me  that  that  Elective 
Authority  can  proceed  to-day  to  pay 
probably  a  large  sum  of  money  to  the 
person  interested  in  one  particular 
public  house  in  a  district  overstocked, 
and  can  to-morrow  go  to  deal  with  the 
case  of  another  public  house  in  their 
licensing  operations,  and  withdraw  the 
renewal  of  that  licence  without  paying 
one  farthing  for  it  ?  We  have  no  occa- 
sion in  this  matter  to  resort  to  figures  of 
speech.  The  facts  are  too  grave,  too 
solid,  either  to  require  or  admit  of 
exaggeration  or  enhancement.  My  con- 
tention is,  that  this  power  which  is 
already  established  in  the  law,  and 
which  might  become  a  very  vigorous 
and  useful  power  when  it  was  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  a  body  well  fitted 
for  its  exercise,  is  to  be  reduced 
to  absolute  paralysis,  and  we  are  to 
go — I  said  one  step,  but  I  shonld 
hare  said  many  steps,  backward  in  the 
way  of  temperance.  In  my  opinion,  the 
law  is  capable  of  immense  improvement 
in  ways  that  would  not  give  the  slightest 
claim  for  compensation.  It  is  quite 
plain  that  if  it  were  the  view  of  Parb'a- 
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ment  to  introda.ce  the  public  lease  system 
which  prevails  in  Sweden,  that  might 
have  immense  effect  in  destroying  the 
money  value  of  public  house  invest- 
ments Very  likely  it  would ;  but 
nobody  would  for  one  moment  say  it 
gave  a  claim  for  compensation  to  any- 
body. The  Member  for  Barrow  made  it 
a  point  to-night  that  the  direct  operation 
of  this  Bill  most  be  to  pay  public  money 
for  buying  up  the  licences,  not  of  public 
houses  merely,  but  of  bad  public  houses. 
'Sow,  this  is  a  separate  point  in  the 
indictment — a  strong  point  and  a  capital 
point  Is  it  true  or  is  it  not  true  1  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  has,  this  evening,  used  some  words 
which  I  take  to  be  of  very  high  import- 
ance. He  has  indicated  what  it  is  to  make 
A  public  house  into  a  goldfield.  It  is 
miscondoct.  [Mr.  Ritchie  expressed 
dissent.]  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  never 
used  the  word  "  goldfield."  No,  I  am 
quoting  his  sentiments  in  language 
which,  I  thought,  would  give  it  a  true 
bat  lively  expression.  To  be  coiTect  in 
syllable  and  letter,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that — 

"  There  were  a  number  of  pnUio  houses 
which  did  not  pay,  bat  which  can  be  made  to 
!»;,  hj  doing  what,  perhape,  Uiey  onght  not 
to  do." 

I  do  not  think  that  is  far  from  saying 
that  by  misconduct  a  public  house  can 
be  turned  into  a  goldfield. 
•Mr.  RITCHIE :  What  1  alluded  to 
was  this :  I  was  accused  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Barrow  of  having  said  that 
the  public  houses  which  the  County 
Councils  under  these  powers  would  buy 
out  would  be  the  bad  public  houses.  I 
denied  having  said  so  ;  and  in  answer  to 
a  further  challenge,  I  said  that  the  words 
I  had  used  in  connection  with  the 
incident  were  "the  small  fry,"  Then, 
again,  I  was  challenged  upon  the  point 
as  to  whether  or  not  I  had  said  that  the 
same  smaller  public  houses  were  unprofit- 
able unless  they  had  done  something 
which  they  ought  not  to  have  done.  I 
said  that  many  of  the  owners  did  get  a 
living  in  that  way.  But  I  never 
indicated  that  that  was  the  class  which 
I  expected  or  believed  would  be  bought 
up  by  the  County  Councils. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  entitled  to  interrupt 
me  if  he  thought  I  was  misrepresenting 
him ;  but  he  has  not  said  a  word  which 
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contravenes  the  effect  of  what  I  attri- 
buted to  him.  The  charge  against  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  of  his  having  said 
that  this  was  the  class  of  public  house 
which  would  be  bought  up  by  the  County 
Councils  is  a  charge  which  I  did  not 
make.  I  have  made  no  reference  to  it.  I 
have  not  heard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
say  that,  and,  therefore,  I  must  leave 
the  matter  to  be  dealt  with  by  those  who 
may  be  inclmed  to  contest  the  explana- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  do 
not  enter  into  the  matter,  because  I  have 
not  the  necessary  knowledge.  [Mr.  J. 
Mobley  handed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
a  newspaper.]  But,  perhaps,  as  it  is  a 
matter  of  public  interest  I  may  read  from 
a  newspaper  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  reported  to  have  stated  to  a 
deputation — 

"  We  are,  however,  persuaded  that  there  is 
an  enormous  amount  of  harm  done  by  the 
smaller  houses — houses  of  comparatively  little 
or  no  market  value :  and  they  probably  would 
be  of  no  market  value  if  they  were  conduotrd 
in  such  a  way  as  we  should  wish  to  see  them 
conducted." 

In  referring  to  the  language  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  I  do  not  at  all  wish,  to 
use  a  vulgar  phrase,  to  put  bim  in  a 
comer.  I  have  no  such  intention.  I 
rather  wish  to  compliment  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  having  made  a  declaration 
which  was  absolutely  true,  and  which 
was  of  g^reat  value  and  of  g^at  import- 
ance in  reference  to  the  present  subject. 
I  do  not  say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  said  that  the  ill-conducted 
houses  will  be  the  ones  which  the 
County  Councils  will  be  placed  under  the 
strongest  pressure  to  purchase.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  has  stated  so,  but  1 
take  the  liberty  of  saying  it  myself.  I 
found  the  argument  on  the  Bill  as  it 
stands.  It  invests  the  County  Councils 
with  funds  for  the  purpose  of  purchase. 
The  Bill  as  it  stands  and  the  Government's 
declarations  have  properly  encouraged 
the  public  and  the  Local  Authori- 
ties to  make  representations  to 
the  County  Councils  for  the  purchase 
of  licences.  What  representations  will 
be  the  strongest  1  Why,  the  representa- 
tions which  point  out  that  public  house 
A  or  B  is  a  nuisance  to  the  neighbour- 
hood, that  it  catches  all  the  people — as 
we  have  heard  of  a  particular  public 
house  near  the  dock  gates  in  Liverpool 
— on  the  way  to  their  work;  a  house 
2  L 
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that  would  be  valaeless  as  an  ordinary 
house,  but  which  is  a  true  goldfield  by 
reason,  not  so  much  of  its  position,  as  of 
the  manner  in  which  that  position  is 
used.  The  County  Councils  may,  and  I 
think  very  probably  will,  decline  to  be 
the  agents  to  act  under  this  Bill.  I 
believe  it  to  be  most  highly  probable  that 
large  bodies  of  public  opinion  will  be  put 
in  motion  in  several  localities  to  prevent 
the  County  Coancils  from  laying  out  the 
pubUc  money  in  a  manner  so  improvi- 
dent and  so  ruinous.  But  there  is  a 
possibility  that  in  some  cases  opinion  will 
act  upon  the  County  Councils  to  stimu- 
late  them  to  purchase ;  and,  again,  I  in- 
vite contradiction  or  challenge  of  this 
assertion — that  where  there  is  this  action 
of  extraneous  opinion  on  the  County 
Councils  to  move  in  the  exercise  of 
powers  of  purchase,  local  public  opinion 
will  infallibly  point,  not  to  the  good 
and  well-conducted  public  houses  — 
which  everyone,  even  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Cockermouth,  will  desire 
to  keep  alive — but  to  those  public  houses, 
of  which  there  are  a  certain  number, 
known  as  a  common  nuisance  to  the 
districts,  although  the  Magistrates  have 
not  thought  themselves  in  a  position  to 
withdraw  the  licences,  or  have  thought 
that  the  offences  were  not  sufficiently 
grave  to  warrant  so  extreme  a  punish- 
ment. I  do  not  know  what  flaw  there  is 
in  that  argument ;  I  do  not  know  how  to 
resist  that  contention.  Anyone  on  the 
Government  Bench  who  follows  me  will 
not,  I  hope,  omit  to  show  that  out  appre- 
hensions on  this  ground  are  ill-founded, 
and  that  there  is  no  fear  of  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  putting  a  premium  on  the 
misconduct  of  pubUc  houses  for  the 
purpose  of  attracting  the  showers  of 
gold  which  are  to  descend  on  this 
interest  in  the  extinction  of  licences.  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  community  will 
before  long  be  endowed  with  the  power 
of  dealing,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  Local  Option,  with  the  existence  of 
public  houses  in  particular  districts ;  but 
I  exclude  for  the  moment  all  questions  of 
mode  of  extinction.  I  look  strictly  at 
the  present  amount  of  evil  with  which 
we  have  to  deal ;  and  I  am  not  speaking 
of  the  moral  evil,  but  of  the  amount  of 
the  obstacle  which  we  have  to  surmount. 
That  is  the  enormous  pecuniary  value 
connected  with  these  public  houses.  I 
look  at  the  amount  of  that  obstacle  and 
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the  good  that  may  be  done  under  Uie 
present  law.  In  my  opinion,  very  great 
good  can  be  done  under  the  present  law 
as  long  as  yon  use  it,  as  yon  ought  to  do, 
without  delay.  As  the  hon.  Cbntleman 
the  Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr. 
T.  W.  Russell)  is  so  full  of  the  evils  of 
delay  let  him  promote  and  accelerate  the 
creation  of  an  Elective  Body  to  deal  with 
this  subject.  There  is  considerable  good 
to  be  done  under  the  present  law.  Them 
are  great  obstacles  in  its  way.  This 
present  Bill  paralyses  entirely  all  hope 
of  efiecting  good,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
enormously  magnifies  the  evil  or  ohetscle 
before  us  by  adding  tens  of  millions,  and 
probably  scores  of  millions — and  I 
believe  scores  of  millions — to  the  already 
huge  value  of  the  mass  of  proprietaiy 
interests  which  have  unfortunately  come 
to  be  clustered  around  these  houses. 
These,  Sir,  are  the  grounds,  and  I  think 
that  they  are  strong,  broad,  and  clear, 
upon  which  we  intend  to  vote  against 
this  Bill,  and  we  vote  against  it  believ- 
ing that,  while  every  judgment  and  voice 
on  this  side  of  the  House  is  given  in 
expression  of  a  clear,  conscientious  con- 
viction, there  are  many  of  the  voices, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  even  if 
they  form  a  majority,  that  are  reluc- 
tant ;  many  that  betoken  divided  minds ; 
many  that  have  reference  to  a  general 
loyalty  to  the  Government,  and  not  to 
the  merits  of  the  measure.  Could  we 
have  a  true  poll  in  this  House — aye  or 
no — on  the  single  and  separate  question 
whether  this  measure  is  good  or  bad, 
we  on  this  side  have  not  a  doubt  as  to 
the  result.  Having  said  that  and 
having  made  these  objections,  I  admit 
frankly  the  great  value  of  this 
measure  to  us  as  a  Party.  I  am 
extremely  reluctant — lam  half  ashamed, 
but  I  cannot  help  it — to  draw  Party 
gains  from  such  a  subject.  But  as  to 
the  existence  of  them,  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt.  Opposing  this  Bill  with  all  my 
heart  and  soul,  as  a  political  and  public 
measure,  and  firmly  convinced  that  it  is 
a  retrogressive  step  and  one  of  the  most 
fatal  kind,  I  do  not  for  a  moment  qnes^ 
tion  that  every  candidate  at  a  bye- 
election  who  goes  to  the  country  on  the 
Liberal  side  will  profit  largely  by  your 
unfortunate  persistence  in  this  ill- 
conceived  measure.  I  am  compeUed  to 
accept  that  gift ;  thongh  1  would  avoid  it 
if   I    could.     I    would    neutralise   and 
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destaroy  it  eyen  now  hj  besoeohing  the 
Government,  while  there  is  yet  time,  to 
withdraw  a  measure  'with  respect  to 
which  everyone  is  puzzled  to  know  why 
in  the  world  they  ever  introduced  it, 
and  with  respect  to  which  the  President 
of  the  Local  Gk>Temment  Board  himself 
has  explained  that  the  confident  expecta- 
tions which  they  entertained  of  meeting, 
to  a  laige  extent,  the  views  and  desires 
of  a  vast  body  of  thoir  countrymen  with 
whose  intentions  and  aims  they  sym- 
pathised, have  been  miserably  dis- 
appointed. 

•(6.45.)  The  CHANCELLOR  o»  the 
EXCHEQUER  (Mr.  Goschen,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square)  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  conunenced  his  speech. 
Sir,  by  saying  that  he  would  not 
devote  any  time  to  analysing  the 
consistency  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tjrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell), 
interesting  as  such  a  discussion  might 
prove.  Ais  I  believe  that  both. sides  of 
the  House  are  anxious  to  come  to  a 
Division  on  this  subject — \  Opposition  cries 
of  "No,  no"] — I  will  not  prolong  my 
remarks  to  any  great  extent.  Otherwise 
I  might  be  tempted  to  say  that  there 
does  attach  very  considerable  interest  to 
ihe  question  of  the  consistency  of  my 
'  right  hon  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  in  this  matter.  I  think  that 
before  I  sit  down  I  shall  be  able  to  prove 
that  if  iliere  is  this  vast  amount  of 
cajHtal  embarked  in  this  trade,  which  my 
right  hon.  Friend  has  now  denounced 
and  spoken  of  with  such  horror,  there 
are  few  men  in  the  country  who  are 
more  responsible  than  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  dtuing  the  last  10  years,  for  the 
investment  which  has  been  made  of  snch 
capital  For  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in 'the  clearest  terms,  has  laid  down  on 
previoWb'.occasions  doctrines  of  compen- 
sation which  would  have  contributed  far 
more  to  the  increase  in  the  value  of  all 
kinds  of  public  house  property  than  the 
present  proposals  of  Her  Majesty'sGktvem- 
ment  could  possibly 'do. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  I  have 
never  spoken  one  word  on  that  subject, 
except  with  reference  to  the  supposition 
of  Local  Option  and  the  total  extinction 
of  public  houses  under  that  system, 
which  those  who  applied  for  licences 
oottld  never  foresee. 

•Me.  GOSCHEN :  No  person  whatever 
baa  flVBr  before  been  able  to  read  that 


qualification  into  the  utterances  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend.  He  has  said  that  this 
interest  has  grown  up  under  legislative 
sanction.  He  has  spoken  of  it  as  a  vested 
interest. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  What  is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  authority  for 
those  words!  I  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  them.  I  have  never  seen  any- 
thing which  would  enable  me  to  know 
whetiier  I  spoke  snch  words  or  not. 
•Mb.  goschen  :  Very  woU.  1  vnll 
quote  some  words  of  ihe  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  Other  words  of-  his  have 
been  quoted  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  a  previous  speech,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  any  hon.  Members  opposite 
have  called  special  attention  to  them. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said — 

"  Considering  the  lenslative  title  they  (the 
puolicans)  have  acquired,  and  the  recognition  of 
their  position  in  the  proceedings  of  this  House 
for  a  loDg'series  of  years,  they  ought  not  to  be 
placed  at  a  disadvantage  on  account  of  the 
particular  impression  we  may  entertain  -  in 
many  cases  but  too  justly — in  relation  to  the 
mischiefs  connected  with  the  present  licensing^ 
sysiem,  and  the  consumption  of  strong  liquor» 
us  it  is  now  cariied  on." 

1  wish  particularly  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  words  "  legisla- 
tive title."  What  is  the  meaning  of 
"legislative  title"? 

Me.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg) : 
The  annual  licence. 
•Mr.  goschen  :  The  legislative  title 
to  an  annual  licence  !  If  these  are  the 
arguments  of  hon.  Members  opposite,  if 
this  is  the  way  in  which  they  speak  of 
the  legislative  interest,  I  do  not  know  to 
what  point  this  argument  has  come.  Let 
me  emphasise  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's argument.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  the  publicans 
ought  not  to  be  disturbed  on  account  of 
the  trade  which  they  carried  on.  Then, 
why  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to-night  alter  his  tune  ?  Other  speeches 
can  be  quoted  against  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  speech  in  which  the 
words  "  vested  interests  "  occurred  has 
been  already  quoted.  Indeed,  the 
speeches  which  he  made  in  reference  to 
the  position  of  the  publicans  may  be 
called  "  public  house  endowment  " 
speeches  with  far  more  propriety  than 
that  term  can  be  applied  to  the  pre- 
sent measure  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

2  L  2 
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Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  :  Will  you 
tell  me  where  I  said  "  vested  interests." 

*Mb.  GOSCHEN:  It  was  quoted  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  President  of 
the  Local  Grovernment  Board,  and,  there- 
fore, I  have  not  brought  the  quotation 
down  with  me.  What  I  wish  the  House 
to  understand  is  this — that  not  only  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  all  those  who 
have  been  in  a  position  of  responsibility 
during  the  last  10  years,  have  held  lan- 
guage which  would  entitle  the  publicans 
to  believe  that  their  licences  could  not 
be  withdrawn  without  compensation. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derl^,  for  example,  delivered  an 
address  at  Oxford. 

Sib  W.  HARCODRT  (Derby):  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  point  to  any 
speech  in  which  I,  as  a  Minister  from 
that  Bench,  stated  on  the  authority  of  the 
whole  Government  that  there  was  any 
claim  to  compensation  P 

•Mb.  GOSCHEN:  Perhaps,  then,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  changed  his 
opinion.  This  is  what  he  told  the  publi- 
cans on  the  occasion  to  which  I  refer, 
and  there  was  a  time  when  he  was  not 
so  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  publicans 
as  he  is  at  present.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said — 

"  Some  people  waat  to  meddle  with  the  rights 
of  the  owners  of  public  houses ;  others  to  invade 
the  rights  of  the  owners  of  private  houses. 
'Ihe  form  is  diOerent,  bat  the  error  is  the  same. 
Unless  we  set  our  faces  against  the  whole 
system,  liberty  itself  will  saffer." 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  sets  his  face  against  this 
invasion    of    the    rights    of    the    pub. 

Sir  W.  HARCOTJRT :  What  are  their 
rights  ? 
•Mb.  GOSCHEN:  I  suppose  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  then 
alluding  to  the  right  of  a  publican 
to  apply  for  an  annual  licence.  Then 
there  is  a  letter,  published  in  1880, 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Newcastle  (Mr.  J.  Morley), 
who  said — 

"  1  may  add  that  I  should  strongly  oppose 
any  legislation  which  should  overlook  the  fact 
that  immense  capital  has  been  embarked  in 
your  trade,  in  the  ordinary  expectation  that 
the  trade  would  not  be  interfered  i^ith." 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  views  of 
Mr.  John  Bright  will  have  any  influence 
still  with  hon.  Members  opposite,  but  I 
will  quote  what  he  said  at  a  time  when 


he  enjoyed  the  full  confidence  of  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite — 

"  To  shut  up  in  Birmingham— I  do  not  know 
how  many  persons  there  are  in  your  trade  (A 
voice:  Two  thousand)— if  there  are  2,000 
houses,  and  there  are,  perhaps,  no  less  than  those 
in  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  it  is  impossible 
that  yon  should  shut  up  all  those  without  com- 
pensation. It  would  be  anjust  if  the  popula- 
tions of  those  places  could,  even  by  vote,  shut 
up  all  those  houses  and  turn  those  families  into 
the  streets.  I  say  the  thing  is  incredible,  be- 
sides being  unjust;  and,  therefore,  I  could  not 
agree  to  a  proposition  of  that  kind  I  should 
say  that,  whether  Uie  magistrates,  whether  the 
Corporation,  or  any  elective  Board  or  Authority 
of  any  sort  that  Parliament  might  sabsUtnte 
for  the  Authority  which  now  exists,  if  it  under- 
took to  close  those  houses  which  are  not  closed 
on  the  grovnd  of  their  infringement  of  the  law, 
that  in  those  cases,  as  a  matter  ot  coarse,  fair 
compensation  would  be  paid  to  those  who  were 
so  dealt  with." 

I  presume  that  hon.  Members  opposite 
wish  to  diminish  the  number  of  public 
houses.  There  are  two  ways  of  doing 
so,  either  by  paying  for  them  or  by  not 
paying  for  them.  If  their  licences  are 
taken  away  the  publicans  would  be 
turned  into  the  street,  according  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  the 
magistrates  have  proceeded  much  too 
slowly  in  reducing  the  number  of 
licences.  If  you  diminish  the  number 
of  public  houses  without  any  kind  of 
compensation  you  will,  in  Mr.  Bright's 
language,  do  what  is  incredible  as  well 
as  unjust.  We  are  for  the  first  time 
introducing  a  measure  which  will  enable 
the  number  of  public  houses  to  be  re- 
duced in  substantial  proportions,^  and  we 
are  entitled  to  say  that  we  are  acting 
upon  principles  which  used  to  be  accepted 
by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Gladstone) 
just  now  expressed  a  doubt  whether  he 
ever  used  the  words  "  vested  interests." 
On  March  5th,  1880,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said — 

"  We  ought  not  to  allow  onr  prejudices  with 
regard  to  this  particular  trade,  or  oar  sense  of 
the  enormous  mischiefs  associated  with  its 
work,  to  cause  us  to  deviate  by  one  hail's 
breadth  from  the  principle  which  Parliament 
has  always  acted  upon  in  analogous  cases, 
namely,  that  when  a  vested  interest  has  be«i 
created  the  question  of  compensation  should  be 
considered  when  such  vested  interests  are  pro- 
posed to  be  dealt  with  by  Parliament." 

I  trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
now  acquit  me  of  having  in  any  way 
misquoted  him  or  exaggerated  the  state- 
ment he  has    made.    Now,  the    point 
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between  us  is  very  small.  Why  is  this 
Bill  resisted  to  this  fanatical  extent  ?  It 
is  the  first  attempt  that  has  been  made 
for  a  great  many  years  seriously  to 
grapple  with  the  number  of  licences  in 
existence.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
asks  us  why  the  Magistrates  hare  not 
reduced  the  number  before,  as  the 
County  Ck>uncils  are  expected  to  do ;  but 
when  he  comes  to  speak  of  the  County 
Councils  he  distrusts  them  equally  with 
the  Magistrates,  and  suggests  that  they 
will  not  do  what  the  Magistrates  have 
not  done.  Well,  the  Magistrates  have 
not  acted  otherwise  because  they  have 
been  acquainted  with  the  views  held  by 
leading  politicians  on  both  sides  that  they 
could  not  reduce  the  number,  except  by 
infringement  of  the  law,  without  the  pay- 
ment of  oompensation.  The  Magistrates 
have  been  taught  this  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  friends,  and  now, 
after  this  eloquent  teaching  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  because  the  Magistrates 
are  not  acting  up  to  the  more  modem 
view,  are  they  to  be  denounced,  and  told 
they  are  not  doing  their  duty  1  We  do 
not  hold  that  they  have  not  done  their 
duty,  bat  we  admit  that  the  reduction 
made  in  the  number  of  public  houses 
has  not  been  as  large  a^  we  could  wish. 
We  introduce  the  BUI  because  we  desire 
to  diminish  the  number  of  public  houses. 
We  have  been  told  that  the  prevailing 
intemperance  bears  a  proportion  to  the 
temptations  offered  by  the  large  number 
of  public  houses,  and  we  wish  to  diminish 
the  temptations  to  drink.  This  principle 
was  embodied  in  the  Bill  of  the  present 
Lord  Aberdare,  for  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  was  pertly  re- 
sponsible. That  is  the  motive  of  the 
Bill ;  we  wish  to  reduce  the  number  of 
licences,  and  it  is  a  little  unjust — and  it 
is  only  part  of  a  gigantic  course  of  mis- 
representation— to  say  the  contrary. 
The  Bill  was  even  denounced  before 
its  provisions  were  known.  ["  No, 
no!"J  Yes.  Hon.  Members  who  say 
"  no "  have  perhaps  not  been 
fcvoured  with  such  a  correspondence  as 
I  have  had.  I  received  many  hundred 
letters  even  before  the  Bill  was  printed 
protesting  against  principles  which  it 
did  not  contain.  That  is  the  sort  of  mis- 
representation which  has  been  made. 
We  are  anxious  to  diminish  the  number 
of  Ucences  ;  and  it  is  really  unjust  that 
no  notice  has  been  taken  of  our  proposal 


to  forbid  the  issue  of  new  licences.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  we  have 
been  foolish  in  meddling  with  this  ques- 
tion. But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  friends,  who  are  n</w  fighting  for  the 
first  time  under  the  banner  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Cockermouth, 
notwithstanding  their  present  feeling  as 
to  the  iniquity  of  allowing  so  many 
licences  to  be  issued,  during  the  time 
they  held  office  made  no  serious  attempt 
to  grapple  with  this  evil.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  too  much  afraid  of 
the  various  interests  that  would  be 
touched  on  all  sides  by  any  attempt  to 
grapple  with  this  question.  It  may  have 
been  foolish  on  our  part,  but  we  have 
attempted  to  grapple  with  it,  and  we 
intend  to  carry  out  our  proposals,  as  we 
believe  them  to  be  in  the  true  interest  of 
temperance  ;  and  even  if  the  result  is  to 
damage  us  as  a  Party,  we  think  we  shall 
have  done  in  the  cause  of  temperance 
something  more  than  those  who  allowed 
these  vested  interests  to  grow  up  and 
yet  took  not  the  slightest  step  to  put  a 
stop  to  their  growth. 

Me.    W.   E.    GLADSTONE  :   Hear, 
hear;  1871. 

•Mb.  GOSCHEN:  From  1871  to  1890 
is  19  years.  During  that  time  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  been  in  office  many 
years.  He  has  had  many  opportunities, 
but  there  were  other  purposes  which 
he  deemed  far  more  important  than 
dealing  with  this  tremendous  evil,  which 
now  we  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  touch. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  challenged  me 
on  another  point  which  I  thought  the 
strongest  point  of  his  case.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thought  the  County 
Councils  would  take  the  wrong  houses — 
houses  that  ought  not  to  be  bought ;  he 
dtstrusto  the  discretion  of  the  County 
Councils ;  he  considers  that  they  will 
be  open  to  such  influences  from  outside 
that  they  will  not  wish  to  use  this  money 
at  all ;  but  almost  in  the  same  breath  he 
says  that  if  they  use  it  at  all  they  will 
buy  out  the  wrong  houses. 
Mb.  W.  B.  GLADSTONE:  Bad  houses. 

•Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  If  they  are  bad 
houses,  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
think  they  ought  not  to  be  stopped  ? 
[Several  hon.  Mehbebs:  Not  bought.] 
Exactly,  that  is  my  point.  There  is  the 
discretion  the  County  Council  will 
exercise.  Gentlemen  on  the  Front  Bench 
opposite  do  not  seem  to  trust  the  County 
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Councils  in  (his  matter,  Imt  fear  thej 
vrill  bay  op  or  give  an  indemnity  to 
houses  the  licences  of  which  ought  not 
to  be  renewed  at  all.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  scoSs  at  the  idea  that  we 
leave  the  discretion  of  the  Magistrates 
unfettered ;  but  he  did  not  attempt  to 
argue  that  point  and  to  prove  his  own 
case.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  dealt 
with  the  case  of  the  publicans,  and, 
alluding  to  a  letter  which  he  had 
received,  thought  that  their  particular 
interests  would  not  be  safe-guarded,  but 
that  only  the  big  brewers  and  owners 
of  houses  would  be  dealt  with.  That  is 
a  misconception  that  has  been  raised  in 
many  quarters ;  but  I  can  assure  the 
Committee  that  the  desire  to  secure  the 
interests  of  the  publicans  inspired  the 
particular  words  used  in  the  Bill,  which 
are  that  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
licensed  premises  shall  have  their  inte^ 
rests  recognised.  If  it  is  not  perfectly 
cletur  that  the  interests  of  the  publican 
are  safe-guarded,  words  must  be  intro- 
duced so  as  to  make  that  part  of  the  Bill 
thoroughly  satisfactory.  Personally,  I 
consider  that  just  as  the  owners  of  the 
houses  have  derived  a  certain  eqnity 
from  the  renewal  of  licences  from  year  to 
year,  so  those  who  have  served  in  the 
hoases  have  equally  acquired  an  equit- 
able interest,  which  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  any  new  arrange- 
ment. One  bugbear  by  which  it  has 
been  attempted  to  frighten  the  country 
is,  that  the  amount  involved  is  two  or 
three  hundred  raillions,  as  the  value 
of  public  hoases  would  be  enormously 
increased ;  but  there  is  no  force  in  the 
aigument.  What  is  the  value  of  a 
calculation  of  what  is  the  aggregate  valne 
of  public  houses  as  a  whole,  if  nobody 
intends  that  the  whole  should  be  bought 
up  7  Neither  the  present  Government 
or  our  successors  have,  or  will  have,  any 
intention  of  the  kind.  No  person  in  his 
senses  ever  dreams  of  such  a  consumma- 
tion, not  even  the  jovial  prophet  of  the 
Temperance  Parly.  What  is  the  object 
of  telling  the  country  there  are  so  many 
hundred  millions  at  stake  1  It  is  in 
order  to  mislead  public  opinion.  When 
the  meeting  was  about  to  be  held  in 
Hyde  Park,  I  saw  notices  calling  upon 
the  people  to  come  in  thousands  to  the 
Park  to  protest  against  "  thumping  addi- 
tions to  their  rates."  Now,  who  pro- 
poses any  thumping  addition  to 
Jfr.  Ooschen 


rates    for    this    or    any    similar  pur- 
pose 1    These  are  the  misrepresentatioDS 
by    which   public  opinion    is  worked, 
and  then  hon.    Members    say,    "Look 
at  the  attitude  of  the  count^ !"    The 
hon.  Member  for  Barrow  spoke  of  a 
meeting  having  been   invaded  by  the 
organised  friends  of  the   licensed  vic- 
tuallers ;  bat  there  has  never  been  more 
complete  organisation  than  that  of  the 
opposition  to  this  Bill.    The  expenditure 
under  it  ha9  been   magnified.     It  has 
been  said  that  licences  would  continne 
to  be  issued  as  at  present,  and  in  that 
way  people  have  been  deluded  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  Bill.    The  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wolverhampton  said   tiiat  tiie 
introduction  of  the  Bill  bad  given  addi- 
tional value  to  shares  in  breweries ;  but  I 
have  before  me  a  list  of  the  prices  of  the 
shares  in    several  large   breweries   on 
April  16  and  at  the  present  time.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  made  his  state- 
ment in  perfect  good  faith  to  influence 
the  judgment  of  the  Committee ;  but  what 
are  the  actual  facts?    The  quotations 
for  April  16  and  the  quotations  now  are 
the  same.     I   need    not  go  down  the 
list — the    Bristol    Brewery,   Hodgson's, 
Carter's,  the  Lion  Brewery  Company,  in 
all  the  shares  are. now  at  the  figure  they 
were  at  on  April   16.    In  the  case  ci 
M'Ewans'  Company  there    is   a  slight 
increase  of  1  or  2  per  cent.,  and  so  also 
in  Messrs.  Guinness'  shares ;  but,  if  there 
had  been  a  general  increase,  that  in- 
crease would  be  as  likely  to  be  the  con- 
sequence of  an  increase  in  the  flourish- 
ing condition  of  trade  as  to  any  conside- 
rations  in    connection   with    this    Bill. 
Messrs.  Guinness  have  no  "  tied  "  houses. 
I  am  sorry  to  have  detained  the  Com- 
mittee on  this   point ;  but  I  wished  to 
show  hon.   Members  the  necessity  for 
examining  all  the    statistics    that   are 
brooght  forward  on  this    question.    I 
hope  that  hon.  Members  will  judge  for 
themselves  to  what  extent  the   allega- 
tions   made  against  our    measure    are 
justified.     As  I  have  said,  there  is  no 
case,  within  my  recollection,  in  regard  to 
which  so  many  misrepresentetions — so 
many     organised     misrepresentations — 
have  been   made  against  a  measure  as 
have   been    made   against   this   one.     I 
trust,   however,    that    notwithstanding 
this  we  shall  succeed,  and  that  we  shall 
be    able    to    carry    this    measure    into 
law. 
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*(7.15.)  Mb.  WADDY  (on  rising  was 
interrupted  with  continued  cries  of 
"Divide !") :  I  desire  to  speak  in  quietness, 
and  with  that  calmness  with  which  a  De- 
inte  of  this  kind  should  be  conducted,  and 
aiBi  ready  to  wait  for  the  opportunity  of 
doing  sa  A  good  deal  of  the  argument 
«a  either  side  has  consisted  of  the  bandy- 
ing about  of  well-worn  tu  qnoqv^s,  and 
this  with  some  hon.  Members  now  seems 
to  form  the  staple  of  debate.  The  course 
adopted  seems  to  be  for  the  Member  who 
proposes  to  take  part  in  a  discussion  to 
set  one  or  more  clerks  at  work  to  hunt 
op  speeches  on  cognate  subjects  and  to 
pick  out  certain  things  that  may  answer 
his  purpose,  and  \>j  reading  these  ex- 
tracts at  length  to  contribute  a  patch- 
wcvk  speech.  I  do  not  think  I  should 
have  intervened  in  this  discussion  but 
for  the  fact  that  last  night  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  read  to  the  House  a 
letter  from  a  gentleman  well-known  to 
myself,  of  the  name  of  Chubb.  I  may 
be  repaating  myself,  but  it  is  desirable 
that  I  should  lay  down,  as  I  shall  lay 
down  whenever  tho  performance  is  re- 
peated, what  is  the  &ct  and  the  truth 
with  regard,  not  to  this  gentleman  alone, 
but  to  everyone  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Church  to  which  I  have  the  privilege  to 
belong.  I  have  been  in  the  House  for 
many  years,  and  it  has  been  my  duty  on 
more  than  one  occasion  to  refer  to  this 
subject.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler),  the  junior  Member  for  Leicester, 
other  hon.  Members,  and  mysalf,  who 
-was  born  and  brought  up  in  that  Church, 
have  as  much  righ  b  as  anybody,  if  any- 
bodj  has  a  light  at  all,  to  speak  for 
members  of  that  Church.  But,  Sir, 
no  man  has  a  right  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind.  If  any  man,  be  he  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  or  not,  presumes 
or  pretends  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
that  Church,  he  commits  an  imper- 
tinence. We  have  a  distinct  and 
definite  way  of  representing  our  views ; 
we  do  it  by  Committee  of  Privileges, 
and  the  statements  of  that  Committee 
have  been  as  strong  as  can  be  against 
the  Bill.  We  do  it  in  the  legitimate 
Constitutional  way,  by  the  presentation 
of  Petitions,  and  for  days  past  the  House 
has  been  flooded  with  Petitions  against 
the  Bill  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 
I  challenge  the  Goyernment  to  show 


one  single  Petition  signed  by  Wesleyans 
in  favour  of  this  abominable  Bill. 
I  daresay  I  know  more  of  the  feeling 
and  opinion  in  the  Church  than  the 
Gentleman  whose  letter  was  read  here 
last  night.  I  support  entirely  what  was 
stated  last  night  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
tho  Member  for  Wolverhampton,  that 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
country  nine-tenths  or  more  of  our 
Members  are  indignantly  opposed  to  this 
Bill,  and  even  those  who  at  the  last 
General  Election  were  led  astray  into 
becoming  Liberal  Unionists  are  return- 
ing to  their  true  political  position.  For . 
this  reason  I  may  thank  the  Government 
for  the  course  they  have  adopted,  and  I 
hope  other  Members  of  my  way  of 
thinking  may  endorse  what  I  have  said. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
just  now,  "  We  have  introduced  this  Bill 
because  we  wish  to  reduce  the  number 
of  public  houses."  Now,  I  am  justified 
in  saying — the  language  must  be  Parlia- , 
mentary,  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
used  it  himself — that  that  statement 
was  made  in  order  to  mislead.  If  it  be 
Parliamentary,  I  say  that  any  statement 
made  in  the  House,  or  anywhere  else, 
that  this  Bill  was  introduced  because 
the  Government  wish  to  reduce  the 
number  of  public  houses  and  promote 
the  cause  of  temperance,  is  imide  in 
order  to  mislead,  and  that  no  man  in  his 
senses  believes  it.  The  Bill  is  to  provide 
for  a  certain  expenditure  of  money  in  a 
particular  way,  and  this  is  justified  be- 
cause the  money  is  raised  in  a  particular 
way — by  means  of  Excise.  Has  the 
money  been  raised  by  taxation  fairly  or 
unfairly  F  If  it  has  been  fitirly  raised 
it  belongs  to  the  nation  as  ,  much  as  if 
you  had  put  on  a  tax ;  but  if  it  is  un- 
fairly raised,  that  taxation  ought  to  be 
struck  off  at  once.  We  have  no  right 
to  continue  unfair  taxation  on  the  ono 
hand,  and  no  right  to  deal  unfairly  with 
taxation  that  is  raised  fairly  on  the  other. 
The  excuse  that  the  money  is  to  be  spent 
in  a  particular  way  because  it  is  raised 
in  a  particular  way  is  inadmissible.  It  is 
no  more  ear-marked  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose than  an  extra  penny  on  the  Income 
Tax.  I  have  no  wish  to  detain  the 
House  at  length,  because  I  know  many 
Members  desire  to  speak,  but  I  wish 
to  refer  to  a  theory  stated  in  the 
speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and,  in  doing  so,  I  will  takp; 
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care  to  avoid  other  Amendments  on  the 
Paper.  It  is  now  nrged  boldly — for  some 
time  it  was  only  put  forward  tentatively — 
that  there  reidly  is  a  vested  interest  in  a 
licence.  Now,  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gantleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
used  the  expressions  attributed  'to  him 
or  not,  the  mere  quotation  of  words  or 
phrases  from  a  speech  made  in  1880  does 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  affect  us  in 
1890.  Let  us  deal  with  the  position  as  it 
is.  It  was  said  for  a  long  tune  "  We  do 
not  say  that  there  is  a  vested  interest," 
but  now,  in  the  most  careful  way,  the 
admission  is  g^ing  to  be  made  in  this 
Bill,  and  in  the  new  light  we  have  it  is 
about  the  most  absurd  addition  to  a  Bill 
I  have  heard  of  since  I  have  been  a 
Member  of  the  House.  You  are  going 
to  put  in  a  clause  to  the  effect  that  this 
Bill  shall  confer  no  more  rights  or  powers 
beyond  those  now  possessed,  and  yon  do 
not  say  what  those  rights  and  powers 
are.  Why  ?  '  Bscanse  the  objection  was 
that  you  were  going  to  give  vested 
intereststhat  are  not  nowpossessed  accord- 
ing to  the  decision  of  a  Court  of  Law. 
You'  have  no  justification,  and  so  with  a 
straight  face  you  are  going  to  say  nothing 
of  the  sort  is  to  be  done.  But  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  urges  there 
may  be  vested  interests  after  all ;  if  so, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  clause  t  I 
will  confine  myself  strictly  to  the.  point, 
but  I  want  to  draw  a  contrast,  which  is 
instructive.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  lately  of  another  country,  not  far 
away,  where  the  people  are  said  to  have, 
not  vested  interests,  bat  simply  a  sort  of 
customary  right.  When  we  have  com- 
plained that  those  people  and  their 
children  have  been  turned  out  of  the 
houses  they  had  themselves  built,  we 
have  been  told  that  those  people  had  no 
legal  right,  that  they  were  told  and  knew 
that  they  were  liable  to  be  turned  out, 
and  that  they  should  not  have  spent 
their  money  in  building  houses  in  face  of 
this.  We  are  told  that  these  people 
ought  to  have  kept  themselves  strictly 
within  the  law,  and  have  governed  their 
conduct  by  it.  Now,  apply  that  illustra- 
tion to  the  case  of  the  public  house  in 
the  present  matter.  It  is  admitted  that 
the  publican  has  no  legal  right ;  but  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  turns  round 
and  says  that,  nevertheless,  there  is  a 
custom,  that  we  ought  to  be  bound  by 
(hat  custom,  and  that  we  would  never  be 
Mr.  Waddy 


wicked  enough  to  turn  oat  into  the 
street  people  who  have  calculated  npon 
that  custom,  and  spent  their  money  in? 
the  faith  that  it  would  be  observed. 
Well,  I  wish  that  in  the  other  case  there 
had  been  a  little  of  that  saaie  kind  of 
spirit  displayed.  It  is  suggested  that 
this  is  an  important  measure  from  other 
pointe  of  view.  Now,  I  have  received 
ah  intimation  from  the  County  Council 
of  North  Lincolnshire,  a  part  of  which  is- 
in  the  Division  that  I  represent  in  thi» 
House,  objecting  to  this  BiU,  and  I 
believe  that  if  we  can  only  get  the- 
opinions  of  County  Councils  throughout 
the  country  an  exactly  similar  opinion 
will  be  expressed  by  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  Councils.  Although 
these  bodies  are  composed,  as  we 
think,  to  an  undue  extent  of  the 
Tory  element,  yet  as  the  County  Council- 
lors are  not  Members  of  this  House,  they 
arc  not  bound  to  vote  according  to 
order,  so  as  to  save  the  life  of  the 
Gk)vernment.  I  have  also  received  a 
Petition  against  the  Bill  from  the 
members  of  a  Primrose  League. 

•(7.30.)  Thb  first  lord  op  thf 
TREASURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith, 
Strand,  Westminster) :  I  beg  to  move 
that  the  Question  be  now  put. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  think  that  m 
expectation  has  been  formed  as  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  Debate  which  it  would 
be  rather  improper,  without  notice,  to 
falsify.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  it 
right  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
respect  which  should  be  paid  to  the 
rights  of  minorities  must  in  every 
instance  largely  depend  on  the  advan- 
tage which  the  Membera  of  the  minority 
take  of  the  opportunities  of  discussion,  and 
if,  by  hanging  back  and  n^lecting  to  offer 
themselves  to  take  part  in  the  Debate, 
they  lose  the  opportunity,  no  complaint 
can  be  raised.  I  have  observed  on  some 
occasions  a  neglect  in  this  respect,  and 
I  think  it  most  desirable  that  it  should 
n-'t  be  repeated  in  future.  Certainly,  if 
Members,  Representative  Members,  da 
abstain  in  this  way  from  offering  them- 
selves to  the  eye  of  the  Chair,  they  will 
in  future  uniderstand  that  they  may 
altogether  lose  the  opportunity  of 
speaking. 

(7.33.)  Mb.  MUNRO  FERGUSON 
(Leith)  :  The  Government  are  greatly  ex- 
ercised because  their  measure  has  been 
called  a  public    bouse  endowment  BUL 
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Bat  it  seems  to  be  their  wish  to  create 
a  stBtntoiy  vested  interest  in  the  liquor 
traffic,  and  that  we  absolutely  decline  to 
recognise.  Yon  propose  in  your  Bill  to 
take  public  money  for  what  we  hold  to 
be  illegitimate  purposes ;  money,  too, 
which  we  desire  to  apply  to  the  relief 
of  argent  and  pressing  public  wants. 
What  is  this  but  a  public  house  en- 
dowment Bill  7  Licence  holders,  brewers, 
and  publicans,  are  practically  to  have  by 
this  Bill  fixity  of  tenure  conferred  upon 
them.  If  the  owners  of  licences  choose 
to  retire  from  business,  they  will  only 
do  80  on  terms  fixed  by  themselves,  or 
by  a  Liquor  Trust,  into  the  hands  of 
which  the  whole  trade  is  likely  to  fall. 
I  hold  that  this  is  a  sort  of  endowment 
which  will  satisfy  the  most  greedy  pen- 
sioner of  the  State.  The  President  of 
the  Local  Gk>vemment  Board  said  that 
this  was  not  a  final  settlement  of  the 
question.  I  agree  with  him.  I  main- 
tain that  the  Government  proposals 
constitute  no  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  that  the  £350,000  allocated 
will  be  but  as  a  drop  in  the  bucket  of 
compensation  which  will  be  needed.  If 
you  deal  with  this  matter  in  a  fair  and 
square  manner,  you  will  need  hundreds 
of  millions  for  the  purpose.  The  Go- 
vernment, under  cover  of  this  Bill,  seek 
to  figure  as  supporters  of  temperance. 
The  extra  duty  on  spirits  and  beer  will, 
no  doubt,  be  accepted  as  good  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  but,  after  all,  that  is 
merely  a  question  of  finance,  and  the 
burden  will  fall  on  the  consumer.  As 
to  the  question  of  the  prohibition  of  the 
licences,  that  can  be  discussed  on  its 
own  merits,  and  it  certainly  benefits 
present  holders  of  licences  to  refuse 
applications  for  new  licences.  The  liquor 
interest  is  placed  by  this  Bill  in  an 
unassailable  position.  An  enormous 
monopoly  will  be  constituted  by  it,  and 
this  monopoly  will  be  formed  into  a  Trust, 
or  ring,  on  the  most  approved  American 
model,  recognised  and  supported  by  the 
law  of  the  land.  I  may  say  that,  so  far 
as  Scotland  is  concerned,  it  is  certain 
that  if  the  Bill  passes  into  law,  it  will 
remain  a  dead  letter.  In  Scotland  they 
hear  much  of  a  plebiscite  as  to  the 
Church,  but  I  should  like  to  see  a  plibis- 
eilt  taken  as  to  compensation  for  the 
publican.  The  Government  would  not 
have  a  Representative  returned  on  that 
principle.     If  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 


vernment are  not  understood  now,  they 
will  be  understood  when  the  occasion 
arises  to  put  them  in  force  ;  and  I  trust 
that  before  long  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
another  Government  to  reverse  the  policy 
whichr  we  are  opposing,  and  intend  to 
oppose  by  every  means  in  our  power. 

•(7.45.)  Me.  H.  J.  WILSON  (York, 
W.R.,  Holmfirth) :  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  has  twice  stated  in  this 
House  that  when  Mr.  Bruce,  now  Lord 
Aberdare,  brought  forward  his  Licensing 
Bill  in  1871,  the  Temperance  Party  were 
opposed  to  it.  The  hon.  Member's  words 
were : — "  Mr.  Bruce's  proposals  were 
scornfully  rejected  by  the  friends  of 
temperance."  I  entirely  deny  the  accu- 
racy of  this  assertion — the  Temperance 
Party'  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  will 
give  one  instance  to  the  contrary  within 
my  personal  knowledge.  When  Mr. 
Bruce's  Bill  was  brought  forward  in 
1871  the  publicans  and  brewing 
interest  convened  a  great  meeting- 
in  Paradise  Square,  ShefiBeld,  for 
the  purpose  of  abusing  the  Bill.  The' 
Temperance  Party  took  counsel  together 
as  to  what  course  should  be  taken,  and 
determined  to  move  an  amendment. 
They  did  me  the  honour  of  asking  me 
to  introduce  it ;  it  was  seconded  by 
another  temperance  man,  and  supported 
by  the  leader  of  the  Temperance  Party 
in  Sheffield,  who,  since  that  time,  has  in 
two  successive  years  been  Mayor  of 
the  borough  of  SheflSeld.  The  amend- 
ment which  I  moved ' 


"  That  this  meeting,  deeply  impre gsed 
with  the  appalling  ravages  of  intemperanoo, 
hails  the  iatrodoction  of  the  uovern- 
Dient'g  Intoxioatiog  Liquors  Licensipg  Bill 
as  an  earnest  effort  to  grapple  with  the 
gravest  problem  of  our  domestic  legislation  r 
and  whilst  this  meeting  cannot  approve  of  all 
the  provisions  of  that  Bill,  it  rejoices  that  the 
Cabinet  and  Parliament  are  now  pledged  to 
accomplish  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  urgent 
social  refoims  ot  the  age." 

Our  amendment  was  distinctly  in  favour 
of  the  Bill,  and  for  our  action  we 
were  attacked  on  the  platform,  and  my 
friend,  who  has  since  been  Mayor  of 
Sheffield,  was  obliged  to  escape  by  a 
back  door  under  care  of  the  police  in 
order  to  avoid  the  new  friends  of  the 
Member  for  South  "Tyrone.  The  same 
conduct  on  both  sides  was  very 
common  in  other  places.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Barrow  convened  a  meet- 
ing   in    Liverpool,   and    was    similarly 
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opposed  by  the  brewers  and  publi- 
cans. Indeed,  a  reference  to  the  records 
of  the  United  Kingdom  Alliance  will 
ahow  that  meetingfa  were  constantly 
being  broken  ap  by  the  friends  of  the 
publicans.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  boasts  that  at  that  time,  when  he 
sat  in  that  ChiUery,  he  took  some  course 
distinguished  by  its  wisdom ;  but  I  hare 
xjonferred  with  other  gentlemen  who  sat, 
and  still  sit,  in  that  Gallery,  and  they  do 
not  agree,  nor  do  I  agree,  with  the  hon. 
Member  in  his  statement  as  to  what 
took  place.  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  complained  that 
many  of  the  Petitions  sent  to  him 
emanate  from  one  source.  Every- 
body knows  that  organisation  in  these 
matters  is  necessary.  I  hold  iu  my 
hand  a  printed  letter — 50  copies  of  which, 
I  believe,  have  been  received  by  one 
Member  of  this  House — purporting  to 
come  from  a  constituent,  and  asking  me 
to  support  the  Compensation  Clauses, 
and  to  secure  them  being  carried 
without  amendment.  One  argument 
which  has  been  used  in  favour  of  this 
Bill  is  that  in  the  valuation,  of  the  efEecta 
of  a  deceased  publican  acojunt  is  taken 
of  the  value  of  the  licence  beyond  the 
period  which  it  has  to  run.  On  the 
Second  Beading  of  this  Bill  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
43aid — 

"  It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  know  that  the 
value  of  the  licence  was  taken  upon  the  value 
for  mora  than  one  year." 

But  four  valuers,  whose  letters  I  have 
here,  say  they  make  no  such  allowance. 
One  firm  says — 

"  We  nhould  not  in  valuing  for  prohate  the 
effects  of  a  deceased  publican  include  any- 
thing on  aocount  of  the  licence  beyond  the 
proportion  of  its  cost  to  the  next  date  of 
payment," 

and  the  others  say  the  same.  Now 
as  to  the  "goodwill"  in  a  licenca  as 
between  one  tenant  and  his  successor. 
In  a  gresA  majority  of  cases  of  tied  houses, 
there  is  no  goodwill  whatever.  In 
a  number  of  applications  for  transfers 
<of  licences  at  Sheffield  it  transpired  that 
none  of  the  applicants  had  paid  anything 
for  the  goodwill,  with  the  exception  of 
one,  and  in  that  case  there  was  a  grocer's 
ahop  attached.  For  that  X50  was 
^id.  The  effect  of  the  sum  of 
money  given,  for  the  purpose  under 
this  Bill  will  be  very  small,  and  in 
Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson 


Sheffield  it  has  been  calculated  that  it  will 
only  get  rid  of  eight  public  houses  a 
year;  whereas,  without  a  penny  beiiig 
paid,  the  number  of  public  houses  then 
has  been  reduced  ly  78  in  the  10  yean 
from  1879  to  1889,  in  spite  of  tlie  growth 
of  population.  From  1869  till  1879  tlie 
number  of  licences  was  only  reduced  \sj- 
32  ;  in  the  next  10  years  it  was  78 ;  and 
now  that  the  case  of  "  Sharp  v.  Wake- 
field" has  been  decided  it  is  likely 
to  go  on  at  a  greater  rate.  I  wish  to 
show  the  tmti^  of  what  I  have  said 
about  the  Bill  being  for  the  benefit 
of  the  brewer,  and  not  of  the  bond 
fide  publican.  Nine- tenths  of  the  licensed 
houses  in  Sheffield  are  tied  houses,  tiie 
tenants  of  which  the  brewers  can  torn 
out  at  a  short  notice  without  compensa- 
tion. I  asked  a  publican  if  he  oodd 
show  me  a  copy  of  the  agreement  be- 
tween the  tenant  of  a  tied  house  and  his 
landlord ;  but  he  writes  that  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  obtain  one,  as  they  weie 
not  handed  to  the  tenant,  who 
merely  had  it  read  over  to  him, 
and    signed  it    in   the  brewer's  office. 

He  adds — 

"Brewers, also, put  people  into  honaes  with- 
out paying  all  the  valuation,  bat  they  must  find 
personal  security  for  the  balance  and  pay  h  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  the  amount.  The  valua- 
tion always  is  fraudulent  and  fictitious.  There 
are  other  brewers  who  require  a  bill  of  sale  to 
be  given  for  the  balance  owing  for  valuation.  . 
.  .  The  tenants  will  not  be  benefited  one 
iota  by  the  present  Bill.  It  is  only  the 
public-house  property  owners  and  brewers  that 
will  receive  the  compensation  money." 

I  have  seen  a  copy  of  one  of  thesa 
agreements.  The  tenant  is  compelled, 
under  a  heavy  penalty,  to  buy  all  hia 
beer  from  one  brewer ;  he  is  also  made 
to  take  over  all  the  fixtures,  while  if  he 
commits  any  act  likely  to  cause  the  loss 
of  the  licence,  that  immediately  pats  an 
end  to  the  tenancy.  Again,  the  brewer 
can  bring  to  anend  the  tenancy  if  his  tenant 
is  censured  by  a  Chairman  of  Quarter 
Sessions,  or  by  any  person  in  authority, 
for  the  commission  or  omission  of  any  act 
forbidden  in  .this  agreement.  In  another 
agreement  which  I  have  seen,  the  brewer 
claims  the  right  to  distrain  for  the  value 
of  the  beer  supplied,  in  the  same 
way  as  he  could  distrain  for  reni 
We  have  heard  the  argument  of  re- 
spectable publicans  being  turned  into 
the  streets  without  compensation ;  but,a9 
a  matter  of  &iot,  the  brewers  have  Uw 


Digitized  by 


Google 


905    Local  Taxation  (Customs     {June  13,  1890}       and  Excise)  Duties  Bill.    906 


pablioans  bo  tied  np  that  they  can  aud  do 
tarn  them  into  the  streets  by  means  of 
the    stringent  provisions    which    they 
insert    in    their  agreements   with    the 
occupiers     of    these    tied     houses.       I 
repeat  that  the  bulk  of  the  honses  in 
oar    district  of  the  country  are  in  this 
condition.     The   bond  fide  tenants  wUl 
get  nothing  of  the  money  nnless  material 
changes  are  introduced  into    this   Bill. 
They  cannot  get  any  of  the  money,  and 
it  is  not  intended,   I  believe,  that  they 
should  get  any  of  the  money.     They  are 
put  forward  to  excite  public  compassion 
and  sympathy,  but  the  money  will  go 
to  the  brewers  and  distillers,  who  liave 
grown     rich     upon     the     misery    and 
degradation    of    the    people,     and    of 
the    ooonpiers     of     tied     honses.      I 
a^n    bound   to   say   that    the  strongest 
feeling  exists  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  against  these  pcoposals.    I  have 
had    to-day  a  letter   &om  an  intimate 
friend  c^  mine,  who,  although  a  Liberal, 
is  opposed  to  our  Home  Rule  policy ;  yet 
he  writes  just  as  strongly  on  this  matter 
as  anybody  can.     He  is  one  of  many  who 
do  not  usually    agree  with  us  who  feel 
most  strongly  on  this  question.  I  hope  we 
shall  have  the  courage  and  perseverance 
to  persist  in  our  opposition  to  the  Bill  to 
the  very  last  moment. 
•(8.2.)    Mb.  R.  A,  ALLISON  (Cumber- 
land, Eskdaie) :    Mr.   Courtney,   I  must 
ccmfess  that  it  is  nmtter  for  great  regret 
and  disappointment  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  should   have  passed 
over  the  lecommendations  now   before 
the  House,  and  treated  them  almost  with 
contempt  and  derision.     The   President 
of   the  Local    Government    Board,   no 
doubt,  last  n^ht  made  a  strong  attempt 
to  show  that  popular  opinion  was  on  his 
side ;  but  all  will  agreo  that  the  attempt 
WIS  a  lamentable  failure.    Even  the  hon. 
Hember  for  South  Tyrone  said  he  could 
not  view  these  propose  with  enthusiasm. 
I  believe  that  is  the  prevailing  opinion 
on  the  other  side,  although  they  will  vote 
in  the    majority.     I  have  observed,  in 
several    letters  which    have    been    ad- 
dressed by  hon.   Members  opposite   to 
their  constituents,  that  they  wished  the 
Government  had  left  this  matter  alone. 
Even  the  hon.  Baronet  who  represents 
the  City  of  London  wrote  to  the  Times 
that  it  would  have  been  much  better  to 
leave  the  question  alone;  but  since  it  had 
been  brought  forward  he,  as  a  faithfnl 


follower,  must  support  the  Government. 
In  times  of  difficulty  like  the  present  we 
naturally  look  in  the  Times  for  the  letters 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  SaJford  (Mr. 
Howorth),  and  we  have  not  been  dis- 
appointed. It  is  noticeable  that  the  hon. 
Member  urged  tbe  Government  at  all 
hazards  to  pass  this  Licensing  Bill  at 
once,  and  thus  prevent  the  agitation  that 
will  arise  in  every  hamlet  during  the 
Recess  if  the  question  is  left  unsettled. 
That  does  not  look  as  if  Her  Majesty's 
Government  believe  that  this  is  a  popular 
measure.  I  think  the  Government  will 
find  that  this  agitation  will  not  go  to 
sleep  again,  and  even  though  we  may  be 
defeated  in  this  House,  we  will  cairy 
the  question  from  one  point  to  auot<her, 
and  no  doubt  the  Temperance  Party  will 
take  a  prominent  part  in  fighting  the 
County  Council  elections.  The  Chan-< 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  taken 
hardly  any  notice  of  the  proposal 
to  devote  this  money  to  education — 
a  proposition  which,  1  venture  to  say, 
would  be  received  with  acclamation 
by  the  whole  country.  I  remember  how 
gladly  we  received  the  paltry  sum  of 
£5,000  for  agricultural  education  a 
Session  or  two  ago,  and  if  that  sum  had 
been  followed  by  a  larger  sum,  as  pro- 
posed in  a  previous  Amendment,  I 
believe  it  would  have  done  much  more 
for  the  good  of  the  country  than  is  likely 
to  be  done  by  these  proposals.  An  hon. 
Member  argued  the  other  night  that  if 
this  money  were  devoted  to  education  a 
man  would  have  to  drink  in  order  to  edu- 
cate  his  child.  That  is  the  precise  pro- 
posal which  the  Government  have  made. 
Either  we  shall  have  to  drink  more  or 
further  taxation  will  have  to  be  imposed 
upon  liquor  in  order  to  carry  out  to  the 
full  extent  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he 
began  to  perceive  symptoms  of  agitation 
even  before  his  proposals  were  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House.  To  that  state- 
ment I  can  ofEer  an  emphatic  contradic- 
tion. I  know  that  the  Organisation  to 
which  I  belong,  the  United  Kingdom 
Alliance,  distinctly  abstained  from  hold- 
ing a  meeting  until  they  had  the  Bill 
in  their  hands.  They  held  their  meeting, 
studied  the  Bill,  and  then  commenced 
the  agitation.  If  there  have  beeU' 
misrepresentations,  certainly  they  have 
not  been  all  on   one  side.    The  Chief* 
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Secretary  wrote  a  letter  in  which 
he  stated  that  this  Bill,  at  all  events, 
prevented  the  issue  of  new  licences.  I 
think  the  same  claim  was  made  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  It  is 
absolutely  untrue  to  say  that.  It  does 
not  prohibit  the  issue  of  new  licences.  It 
prevents  the  issue  savein  certain  excepted 
conditions,  and  I  venture  to  say  those 
excepted  conditions  cover  all  cases  in 
which  licences  are  now  granted.  Why, 
all  new  licences  woald  come  under  this 
clause.  The  hon.  Member  for  Barrow 
gave  the  celebrated  instance  where  a 
new  licence  was  granted  in  the  town  of 
Bootle,  where  it  was  granted  against  the 
popular  wish.  I  wish  to  say  a  word 
upon  the  second  part  of  the  Amendment 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Grimsby,  which  says  that  no  right  or 
privilege  is  given  to  the  holder  of  a 
licence  other  than  that  now  enjoyed  by 
him.  But  we  know  that  at  the  present 
time,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  publican  has  the  right  and 
privilege  of  having  his  licence  taken 
away  only  on  the  ground  of  compen- 
sation. Would  not  that  be  brought 
forward  in  the  case  of  the  publican, 
whose  licence  was  proposed  to  be 
taken  away  by  the  County  Council! 
That  would  be  a  right  or  privilege 
now  enjoyed,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequr 
has  provided  the  funds.  We  have  been 
told  that  no  comp:!n8ation  is  embodied  in 
this  Bill  J  but  the  speeches  which  have 
been  addressed  to  us  from  the  other  side 
have  been  entirely  upon  compensation, 
and  nothing  else.  The  President  of  tho 
Local  Government  Board  last  night  said 
that  compensation  was  pure  justice. 
Therefore,  the  Government  now  consider 
that  the  publican  has  the  right  and 
privilege  of  compensation,  and  what  is 
the  use  of  the  Amendment,  which 
declares  that  he  has  no  right  or 
privilege  save  that  which  he  now 
enjoys.  I  think,  myself,  that  the 
whole  of  the  system  is  founded  upon 
fraud  and  misrepresentation.  Let  me 
point  out  how  tied  hoases  exist  on  a 
system  of  fraud  and  misrepresentation. 
A  Bra  wing  Company  takes  a  house  from 
the  owner,  and  pays  him  £25  or  £30 
a  yea*  for  it.  He  is  put  in  as  occupying 
tenant  at  a  charge  of  £18  or  £19  a  year. 
That  sum  is  entered  on  the  rate  book  of 
the  parish.  That  is  a  double  fraud  to 
Mr.  B.  A.  Allison 


to  begin  with.  It  is  a  fraud  upon  the 
ratepayers  and  a  fraud  upon  the  Inland 
Bevenue,  because  if  the  real  rent  were 
made  known,  an  increased  Licence  Duty 
would  have  to  be  paid.  Yet  these  men, 
with  their  hands  steeped  in  fraud,  come 
forward  for  oompensation.  No  more 
prepoeterons  claim  was  ever  made  upon 
the  British  pubha  I  think,  myself,  that 
they  are  entitled  to  no  oompensation. 
Something  has  been  said,  very  plausibly, 
I  confess,  about  Public  Bodies  having 
bought  up  public  houses  and  paid  com- 
pensation for  goodwill.  That  is  entirely 
a  different  case.  It  is  the  case  of  PnbUc 
Bodies  buying  properties  which  they 
want  to  use  for  the  purposes  of  public 
improvement.  But  in  this  case  we  are 
purchasing  licences  which  we  do  not  -want 
to  use,  but  which  we  wish  to  put  down 
for  the  sake  of  the  public  morals — which 
is  an  entirely  different  case.  Paying 
compensation  for  goodwill  where  a  man's 
business  premises  were  taken  for  a  public 
improvement  is  totally  different  from 
the  present  case.  This  matter  was  dis- 
cussed for  many  years  in  the  United 
States,  where  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Washington  held,  by  a  majority  of  seven 
Judges  to  two,  that  a  brewer  who  had 
bought  his  business  just  before  prohibi- 
tion was  enacted  was  not  entitled  to 
compensation  from  those  who  had  pre- 
vented him  carrying  on  his  business. 
They  held  that  the  State  had  the  power  of 
prohibiting  such  a  use  by  individnak  of 
their  property  as  would  be  prejudicial  to 
the  health  and  morals  of  society,  and  that 
persons  so  using  their  property  had  no 
right  to  compensation  when  prohibited 
from  doing  so.  Well,  Sir,  we  have  had 
a  very  long  Debate  on  this  question,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  has  been  too  long.  I 
think  that  hon.  Members  opposite  will 
hear  a  great  deal  more  of  the  matter 
before  the  question  is  settled.  We  have 
been  accused  of  obstruction ;  but  the 
Government,  who,  at  a  time  they  have 
on  their  hands  extensive  measures  for 
the  pacification  of  Wales  and  Ireland, 
suddenly  throw  this  burning  question 
on  the  floor  of  the  House,  are  the  true 
obstructors.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that 
there  is  not  a  majority  of  the  House 
behind  the  opposition  to  this  Bill ;  but, 
at  all  events,  its  opponents  mean  to  make 
it  as  difficult  as  possible  to  pass  this 
noxious  measure.  The  Gtivemment 
have  beaten  us  on  the  previous  stages. 
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bat  it  will  not  be  so  easy  for  them  to  do 
80  in  the  shoals  and  quicksands  of 
Committee ;  and  if  they  succeed  in 
doing  so,  the  question  will  .continue  to 
be  fought  in  the  country,  and  in  the  end, 
I  feel  confident,  the  views  of  the  Opposi- 
tion will  prevail. 

•(8.20.)  Sib  R.  LETHBRIDGE  (Ken- 
sington, N.):  With  regard  to  a  letter 
which  the  hon.  dentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Brigg  Division  (Mr.  Waddy)  has 
alluded  to  as  having  been  written  by  SirG. 
Chubb,  I  may  say  that  I  happen  to  know 
something  of  Sir  G.  Chubb  and  his 
family,  and  I  think  the  repaarks  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  were  entirely  un- 
warranted. The  hon.  Gentleman  said 
Sir  Q.  Chubb  was  not  a  representative 
man,  and  he  thought  fit  to  add  remarks 
which,  I  think,  were  unworthy  of  him. 
Sir  Q.  Chabb  is  one  of  the  acknowledged 
leaders  of  the  Wesleyan  Body,  and  the 
grandson,  or  very  nearly  related,  to  that 
famous  leader  of  the  Wesleyans,  Dr. 
Bunting.  I  quite  admit  there  are  some 
Wesleyans  who  object  to  the  Bill,  and 
some,  I  know,  in  my  own  constituency ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  know  of  a 
considerable  number  of  members  of 
that  body  in  my  own  constituency 
and  elsewhere  who  are  in  &vour 
of  the  Bill.  Unquestionably,  what- 
ever else  the  Bill  may  do,  it  clearly 
must  conduce  to  temperance,  because  it 
will  extinguish  a  large  number  of 
licences  which  could  not  be  extinguished 
by  any  other  means.  Indeed,  I  challenge 
hon.  Members  opposite  to  assert  that  this 
Bill  will  not  tend  very  largely  to  reduce 
the  temptations  to  drink  which  now 
exist  in  the  country.  It  is  admitted 
that  there  is  a  public  necessity  for 
dealing  with  the  evils  brought  about  by 
this  tra£Bc,  and  that  a  considerable 
number  of  licences  ought  to  be  extin- 
gaished ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  they 
cannot  be  extinguished  except  by  some 
such  proposal  as  is  contained  in  this  Bill. 
Another  reason  why  I  give  my  adhesion 
to  the  Bill  is  that  the  money  for  the 
extinction  of  licences  comes  from  the 
drink  traffic.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  misrepresentation  used  by  the 
op[»nentB  of  the  Bill,  and  one  of  the 
most  flagrant  instances  of  this  is  a  card 
which  has  been  circulated  by  one  of  the 
leading  Organisations  which  is  working 
in  opposition  to  the  Bill.  It  is  addressed 
"To  the  Ratepayers  of  England,"  and 


goes  on  to  say — "  Are  you  prepared  to 
pay  a  thundering  big  rate  to  endow  the 
publicans  ? "  That  is  not  only  nonsense, 
but  most  pernicious  nonsense,  for  it 
misleads  those  who  read  it,  and  induces 
them  to  go  to  demonstrations  against 
the  Bill  in  the  belief  that  if  the  Bill 
were  passed  their  rates  would  be  raised 
to  endow  the  publicans.  That,  I  say,  is 
a  misrepresentation  of  a  very  serious 
and  flagrant  character.  I  wish  to  speak 
of  the  demonstration  in  Hyde  Park  with 
respect.  I  went  there  myself,  and  admired 
the  good  conduct  of  the  demonstrators. 
I  may  say  that  the  inscriptions  on  some 
of  the  bamnera  struck  me  as  a  little  com- 
mercial in  their  tone,  and  as  hardly  re- 
ferring accurately  to  this  particular  Bill. 
One  of  them,  for  instance,  said,  "  Read 
the  Alliance  News.  Price,  Id.  weekly." 
I  do  not  see  that  this  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  question  of  this  LocJeJ  Taxation 
Bill.  There  is  another  point  to  which  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee. I  regretted  to  see  that  some  of  the 
demonstrationists  displayed  a  spirit  that 
I  cannot  help  describing  as  vindictive 
against  a  class  of  our  fellow-citizens,  who, 
whatever  be  their  filings,  are  carrying 
on  a  legal  and  I^itimate  trade.  I  have 
here  a  card  on  which  occurs  this  curious 
rhyme — 

"  No  rates  for  bloated  B  ang. 
We'd  sooner  see  him  hung." 

Me.  CONTBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :   Was  that  on  a  banner  ? 

•Sib  R.  LETHBRIDGE  :  It  was  on  a 
card ;  but  on  many  banners  I  myself 
saw  similar  sentiments  displayed.  I  re- 
member one  very  fine  banner  which  bore 
the  inscription :  "  Compensation  to  the 
publicans — not  a  bit  of  it."  I  could  go 
with  the  demonstrators  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent there,  because  this  is  not  a  question 
of  compensation,  but  a  question  of  ex- 
tinction of  licences  by  purchase  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  temperance.  With 
reference  to  the  vindictiveness  to  which 
I  have  referred,  I  would  appeal  to  the- 
hon.  Member  for  the  Brigg  Division  of 
Lincolnshire  (Mr.  Waddy),  if  he  were  in 
his  place,  to  say  whether  the  question 
has  been  approached  in  a  Christian  spirit. 
I  really  do  think  that  a  proper  spirit 
has  not  been  displayed ;  and  I  would 
appeal  to  the  Temperance  Organisations 
to  drop  the  excessive  vindictiveness 
against  classes  which  is  sometimes  dis- 
played in    these    matters.      The    hon. 
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Member  who  spoke  last  referred  to  the 
publicans  as  men  whose  hands  are 
steeped  in  fraud. 

•Mb.  ALLISON  :  The  brewers. 

•Sib  R.  LBTHBRIDGE  :  Well,  either 
the  brewers  or  the  publicans. 

•Mb.  ALLISON :  I  gave  an  instance 
of  fraud. 

•S1BR.LETHBRIDGB :  Well.Ipresume 
that  there  is  no  class  in  this  country  of 
which  it  could  not  be  said  that  one 
individual  here  and  there  had  been 
guilty  of  fraud,  but  to  say  that,  for  that 
reason,  the  class  as  a  class  is  guilty  of 
fraud  is  grossly  unjust.  It  is  not  the 
case  that  either  the  publicans  or  the 
brewers,  as  a  class,  are  guilty  of  fraud. 
They  form  a  class  from  which  we  have 
derived  large  revenues,  and  which  we 
have  recognised  by  our  laws.  I  do  think 
that  the  attempt  to  stigmatise  classes  in 
this  way  is  an  attempt  which  will  recoil 
upon  its  authors.  This  method  of 
eztingnishing  licences  has  been  devised 
by  the  Qt>vemment  as  an  additional 
means  of 'promoting  temperance  ;  and  the 
right  possessed  by  Magistrates  at  the 
present  moment,  with 'regard  to  honses 
which  are  conducted  in  a  disorderly 
manner,  or  licences  which  are  distinctly 
not  for  the  good  of  the  neighbourhood,  is 
not  prejudiced  in  the  slightest  degree  by 
this  BiU.  (8.35.) 

(9.10.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway) :  I 
am  not  going  to  follow  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kensington  (Sir  R.  Lethbridge)  into 
a  description  of  the  banners  carried  in 
last  Saturday's  procession.  No  doubt  a 
great  many  of  the  inscriptions  were 
more  humorous  than  logical.  But  the 
hon.  Member's  main  argument  was  that 
the  processionists  and  the  Temperance 
Party  have  been  falsely  trying  to  per- 
suade the  British  taxpayer  that  they  have 
been  taxed  to  compensate  the  publicans. 
There,  I  think,  he  was  wrong.  If,  how- 
ever, the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Rotherham  (Mr.  A.  Acland)  is 
'  carried,  the  education  rate  will  either  be 
lessened  or  the  people  will  be  able  to 
give  their  children  a  better  education ; 
while,  if  the  money  is  spent  in  the  way 
the  Government  suggest,  the  ratepayers 
may  not  have  to  pay  the  monqr  directly, 
but  they  will  lose  it  by  an  extra 
education  tax,  or  on  their  children 
getting  a  worse  education.  But  I 
approach  this  subject  from  the 
point  of  view  of  an  Irish  Member.  This 
Sir  B.  Lethbridge 


is  purely  the  English  part  of  the  Kll ; 
later  on  we  shall  come  to  the  Irish  peri 
Still,  it  is  to  a  oertaan  extent  appropriate 
that  we  and  the  Scotch  Members,  whose 
constituents  have  to  find  the  money  for 
your  BiU,  should  have  a  voice  in  the 
matter.  The  money  we  are  now  dis- 
posing of  is  wrung  from  the  Irish  and 
Scotch  people  by  the  tax  on  whisky :  the 
tax  on  whisky  is  most  cxtravaguit,  com- 
pared with  the  tax  on  alcohol  on  wine  and 
beer.  We  are  asked  to  decide  how  this 
money  shall  be  spent.  It  is  something 
like  the  case  of  the  lady  who  asked  the 
ducks  whether  they  preferred  to  be 
boiled  or  roasted,  and  the  docks  did  not 
wish  to  be  killed  at  all.  I  object  alto- 
gether to  the  tax  on  whisky ;  but  if  it  is 
levied,  and  I  am  asked  how  the  money 
shall  be  spent,  I  prefer  it  to  be  spent  on 
English  education,  instead  of  upon  com- 
pensation under  this  Bill.  Therefore,  as 
an  Irish  Member,  I  am  quite  willing  to 
vote  for  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Rotherham.  Bn^  I  look 
upon  this  subject  from  a  different  point  of 
view  than  that  of  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  who  have  spoken  in  the 
Debate.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  an 
extreme  temperance  man,  and  I  think 
that  if  you  spend  this  £350,000  in  the 
compensation  of  publicans  you  will 
injure  the  publicans  themselves. 
Publicans  will  not  be  abolished  <Jto- 
gether.  No  Liberal  Government  would 
dare  to  make  any  such  proposition,  uid 
no  Conservative  Government  dare  make 
it  without  the  accompaniment  of  com- 
pensation. As  I  have  said,  this  com- 
pensation will  do  the  publicans  the 
greatest  possible  injury.  £360,000 
cannot  compensate  an  interest  which  is 
valued  at  hundreds  of  milUons.  Men 
who  have  watched  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Commons  know  how  compen- 
sation generally  works.  Generally  if  the 
interests  to  be  compensated  are  small  they 
receive  large  compensation  ;  but  if  the 
interests  are  large  they  get  compensation 
to  an  infinitesimal  degree,  and  that,  I 
beUeve,  will  happen  in  this  case.  Again, 
if  we  appropriate  this  money  in  the 
manner  suggested  we  shall  injure  tiie 
British  public.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
proposed  that  we  should  abolish  a  certain 
number  of  pubUc  houses.  It  ia  a  very  ob- 
jectionable thing  to  prevent  a  man  getting 
a  glass  of  beer  or  whisky.  But  you  are 
going  to  make  him  pay  for  the  prevention. 
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snd  therefore  yon  injure  him  twice  over. 
It  seems  to  me,  too,  that  Tinder  this  Bill 
•we  shaU  have  to  go  on  compensating  for 
ever.  Sappose  there  are  40  public 
honses  in  a  town  and  that  10  licences 
are  abolished  forthwith.  The  30  houses 
which  remain  will  rise  in  value.  In  five, 
six,  or  10  years,  unless  there  is  a  reaction 
in  feeling,  you  will  abolish  10  more 
houses,  but  they  will  hare  increased  in 
value.  As  you  go  on  with  the  abolition 
80  will  the  value  of  the  remaining  houses 
rise  in  value,  and  yon  will  always  be 
giving  the  same  compensation,  even 
Uiough  yon  reduce  the  number  of  houses 
in  number  each  year.  I  believe  that 
some  people  drink  too  much  alcohol,  and 
that  others  drink  too  little.  It  would  be 
an  enormous  advantage  if  we  could  get 
the  consumption  equalised,  so  that  people 
would  not  take  more  than  is  good  for 
them.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that 
this  Bill  will  rather  tend  to  an  irregu- 
larity in  the  consumption  of  drink  by 
individuals.  Public  houses  will  be 
improved,  and  I  liave  no  doubt  that,  in 
some  respects,  they  will  be  pleasant  places 
in  which  to  pass  the  evening.  We  are 
all  bound  to  look  after  the  public  first, 
and  when  we  see  £350,000  teing  wasted 
instead  of  being  applied  to  educational 
purposes  we  must  protest  against  it.  I 
object  to  this  attempt  to  abolish  public 
honses.  I  quite  agree  that  no  great 
harm  would  arise  from  stopping  the 
issue  of  new  licences,  but  I  object  to  this 
attempt  to  make  people  sober  by  Act  of 
Parliament. 

*(9.21.)  Mb.  J. O.STEVENSON  (South 
Shields):  It  cannot  be  said  that  this 
Debate,  however  protracted,  has  been 
overdone.  Indeed,  the  more  the  Debate 
is  oontinned  the  more  the  Bill  in  its 
different  aspects  is  seen  through.  I 
shall  endeavour  not  to  repeat  arguments 
which  have  been  already  fwivanced,  and 
to  approach  the  matter  in  a  manner  in 
which  1  think  any  measure  introduced 
by  the  Oovemment  should  be  approached. 
I  do  not  see  why  the  Bill  should  have 
been  introduced  at  all.  It  is  an  in- 
soluble mystery  why  the  Government 
should  have  entered  into  this  knotty 
and  difiBcult  subject,  and  especially  have 
done  so  with  a  light  heart.  Why  did 
you  not  leave  the  question  alone?  To 
that  question  I  should  be  glad  of  an 
answer.  It  is  said  that  this  Bill  is  con- 
denmed    by   temperance    advocates,  al- 


though it  stops  the  issue  of  new  licences, 
except  under  certain  conditions.  One  of 
the  great  evils  of  the  present  system  is 
that  people  who  happen  to  be  lucky 
enough  to  obtain  from  magistrates  a  new 
licence  immediately  become  possessed  of 
a  very  valuable  property.  If  the  grant- 
ing d  a  licence  to  a  house  gives  the  house 
an  increased  value,  why  should  not  the 
public  get  the  benefit  1  Why  should  not 
licences  be  put  up  to  public  auction,  and 
given  to  the  highest  bidder?  The 
difficulty  in  which  we  arc  placed  is  that 
by  the  negligence  of  the  State  a  licence, 
which  ought  only  to  be  a  permission,  has 
become  a  property  of  value  in  the 
market.  Here  was  an  opportunity  for 
the  Government.  If  they  had  wished  to 
take  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
namejly,  of  curing  this  anomalous  system 
wherelrf  a  licence  becomes  a  property, 
they  might  have  done  as  Mr.  Bruce  did 
19  years  ago,  that  is,  laid  down  the 
principle  that  a  new  licence  should  bo 
bought  by  the  licensee  from  the  public, 
and  that  the  value  of  the  licence  should 
become  public  property.  We  shall  never 
settle  this  licensing  question  unless  that 
principle  is  gfiven  effect  to.  Again,  we 
are  told  that  this  is  an  instalment. 
What  is  it  an  instalment  of  1  What  i« 
to  follow  t  Not  to  tell  us  what  is 
behind  shows  that  the  Government  have 
not  grasped  the  whole  of  this  difficult 
problem  as  Mr.  Bruce  did  in  that  states- 
manlike measure  of  1871,  which, 
unfortunately,  did  not  'ptxs  into  law.  It 
is  said  a  great  public  improvement  will 
be  effected  by  the  Bill.  You  can  effect 
a  great  public  improvement  by  the 
existing  law.  In  the  borough  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent  a  gfreat  many  old- 
fashioned  puiolic  houses  lost  their  trade, 
and  became  very  miserable  places.  One 
licensing  day  we  took  away  about  40 
licences  with  a  stroke  of  the  pen,  and 
not  a  penny  of  compensation  was  given. 
Some  of  the  licence  holders  appealed  to 
the  Quarter  Sessions  at  Durham,  and  a 
good  many  of  the  licences  were  renewed. 
But  the  Quarter  Sessions  refused  to 
renew  some  of  the  licences.  There 
was  not  a  penny  of  compensation 
given.  Why  is  this  not  done  now? 
Because  Quarter  Sessions  do  not 
generally  sustain  the  decision  of  the 
Local  Magistrates.  If  the  Quarter 
Sessions  would  do  their  duty  you  could 
effect  an  enormous  public  improvement 


Digitized  by 


Google 


915    Load  Taxaivm  (Customs      ^COMMONS}        and  Excise)  Duties  BUI.    916 


under  the  present  law.  I  maintain  that 
any  Government  attempting  to  touch 
this  question  should  do  away  with  the 
anomaly  of  a  licence  being  a  property. 
It  was  not  so  at  first.  The  State 
regarded  the  trade  as  dangerous,  and,  in 
the  interest  of  the  Bevenue,  also  public 
houses  were  licensed.  What  reason  is 
that  that  the  licence  should  become  a 
proper^?  As  soon  as  the  State  saw 
that  a  licence  was  becoming  a  property, 
it  ought  to  hare  interfered,  and  said — 
"  If  there  is  any  property  in  a  licence, 
that  property  belongs  to  the  State."  I  am 
much  indebted  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  for 
reminding  us  of  the  history  of  Mr. 
Bruce's  Bill.  I  welcomed  most  heartily 
the  provisions  of  that  Bill  as  a  really 
statesmanlike  attempt  to  settle  the  matter. 
The  fact  is,  that  Bill  was  too  good  to  pass. 
It  is  19  years  since  it  was  introduced, 
and  if  it  had  passed,  the  whole  system  of 
licensing  could  have  been  cleared  away 
nearly  twice  over,  and  with  a  clean  board 
we  might  have  been  enabled  to  make  any 
provision  we  thought  fit  with  regard  to  the 
question.  Let  me  remind  the  Committeeof 
what  that  Bill  proposed  to  do.  In  some 
respects,  I  dare  say,  my  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
W.  Lawson)  and  his  friends  did  not  like 
it.  It  proposed  that  at  the  next  renewal 
day  every  licence  if  renewed  should  be 
renewed  not  for  one  year  but  for  10 
years,  and  that  then  all  expectation  of 
renewal  should  come  to  an  end.  I  know 
extreme  men  of  the  Temperance  Party 
said — "  Why  should  we  commit  ourselves 
to  a  continuance  of  an  accursed  trade  for 
10  years,  let  an  end  be  put  to  it  at  once." 
Well,  we  have  waited  19  years  since 
that  time,  and  we  are  no  nearer  the 
desired  end  now.  Licences  were,  sup- 
posing the  holders  conducted  their 
business  in  a  proper  way,  to  be  held  for 
10  years,  and  to  absolutely  come  to  an 
end,  and  the  State  was  then  to  say  what 
should  be  the  proportion  of  licensed 
houses  to  population,  and  the  limited 
number  of  licences  should  be  sold,  so 
that  the  State  would  have  had  complete 
control  over  the  number  of  licenses,  and 
there  would  have  been  an  end  to  arbi- 
trary or  capricious  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Licensing  Authorities.  The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Manchester 
(Sir  W.  Houldsworth)  the  other  day 
gave  the  Temperance  Party  a  warning 
and  said — "  Do  not  repeat  the  mistake  you 
Mr.  J.  C.  Stevenson 


made  with  Mr.   Bruce's  Bill  which  yon 

rejected  and  have  been  sorry  for  since." 
If  Mr.  Bruce's  Bill  were  before  us  we 
would  welcome  it  for  the  principles 
I  have  mentioned  contained  in  that 
statesmanlike  measure.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  has  taken  the 
same  Une,  and  says  clearly  a  mistake  was 
made  in  rejecting  Mr.  Brace's  measure. 
In  that  Bill  there  was  nothing  of  compen 
sation,  which  is  an  unpopular  word,  and 
is  carefully  avoided  in  the  present  Bill; 
but  under  Mr.  Bruce's  Bill  licenses 
would  have  quietly  expired  by  lapse  of 
time,  and  this  irritating  point,  the 
payment  of  public  money  to  buy  out 
interests,  would  not  have  arisen. 
The  question  naturally  arises  how  many 
years  absolute  enjoyment  of  a  licence 
should  be  granted  instead  of  what,  I 
think,  has  been  correctly  described  as 
the  certainty  of  a  year's  renewal  and  a 
speculative  chance  for  the  future.  It  was 
never,  certainly,  anticipated  that  Parlia- 
ment would  pass  an  Act  bringing  all 
licenses  to  an  end  at  ^ext  renewal  day. 
It  is  acknowledged  there  has  always 
been  the  expectation  of  a  renewal,  and 
Mr.  Bruce's  BiU  settled  that  the  expecta- 
tion should  be  converted  into  10  years' 
enjoyment.  Now,  this  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  notice  to  the  trade  that 
something  of  the  kind  might  be  ex- 
pected in  the  future,  and  that  this  was 
the  best  allowance  they  were  likely  to 
get.  I  do  not  commit  myself  absolutely 
to  saying  what  should  be  the  term  of 
years,  but  it  is  right  there  should  be  a 
compromise  of  the  kind,  and  the  grand 
thing  is  it  involves  no  payment  of  public 
money,  but  provides  that  at  the  end  of  a 
given  term  a  vicious  system  shall  come 
to  an  end,  and  Parliament  shall  be  free 
to  act.  For  a  period  of  10  years  there 
are  precedents  in  analogous  cases.  In 
1867  our  Foreign  Office  had  corres- 
pondence with  the  French  Grovernment 
in  reference  to  the  unequal  treatment  of 
French  and  English  shipping  in  French 
ports,  and  the  Foreign  Office  called  upon 
the  French  Government  to  put  an  end 
to  this.  In  the  course  of  a  considerable 
correspondence  the  French  Government 
represented  that  they  had  cause  for  com- 
plaint, inasmuch  as  in  our  ports  there  was 
a  certainprivUoged  class  of  citizens  called 
freemen,  who  did  not  pay  any  dnties  at 
all,  and  they  called  upon  our  Government 
to  put  an  end  to  this  anomaly.    So  in 
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the  end  oar  Government  brought  in  and 
passed  the  Harbour  Dues  Exemption 
Abolition  Bill.  In  the  case  of  a  New- 
castle collier  owner  the  abolition  of 
the  exemption  amounted  to  a  loss  of  £iO 
a  year  on  each  ship,  so  that  on  a  fleet  of 
10  ships  it  meant  a  trade  loss  of  £400  a 
y«w.  How  did  Parliament  deal  with 
the  case  ?  An  average  was  taken  of  the 
amountsavedby  tiieexemptionsover  three 
years,  and  Parliament  said,  "If  yon  live  so 
long  we  will  allow  you  that  amount  of 
exemption  for  10  years,  and  no  longer. 
Now,  that,  you  mny  say,  was  a  case  of 
confiscation.  These  traders  were  en- 
titled to  the  exemption  all  their  lives, 
yet  Parliament,  in  the  interest  of 
International  trade,  thought  proper  to 
put  an  end  to  the  privilege  on  the  basis 
of  a  10  years'  compromise.  Surely  these 
persons  had  an  infinitely  Etronger  claim 
than  the  mere  expectancy  and  proba- 
bility of  an  annual  renewal  of  a  licence. 
Then,  again,  in  reference  to  the  harbours 
of  refuge  at  Bridlington  and  at  Ramsgate 
a  similar  course  was  pursued,  and  when 
the  privilege  of  exemption  from  tolls  was 
abolished,  those  who  enjoyed  the  privi- 
lege were  allowed  a  10  years'  enjoyment 
before  it  was  brought  to  an  end.  Yet 
another  instance  is  furnished  in  the  case 
of  pilotage  dues.  Up  to  1871  pilots  had 
the  right  to  charge  double  fees  on 
foreign  ships, but  when,  in  1861,  Govern- 
ment put  an  end  to  the  anomaly,  pilots 
had  to  submit  to  an  end  of  these  double 
fees  in  10  years,  although  the  right  was, 
undoubtedly,  secured  to  them  for  their 
lives.  Another  case  of  Parliamentary 
interference  with  vested  rights  is  sup- 
plied in  connection  with  the  town  I 
represent,  where  Parliament  stepped  in 
and  abolished  a  system  of  21  years' 
leases  with  renewals  that  had  become  so 
much  a  certainty  that  23  years'  purchase 
was  given  for  a  21  years'  lease.  Lessees 
who  had  devoted  their  capital  to  the  con- 
struction of  docks,  quays,  and  ware- 
houses, had  to  face  the  refusals  of  leases. 
Parliament  in  this  case  also  compromised 
the  matter  by  allowing  a  fixed  period  of 
possession  in  lieu  of  perpetual  renewal. 
I  mention  these  as  analogous  cases — which 
are  yet  not  analogous,  because  the  claims 
of  the  possessors  of  these  privileges  were 
infinitely  stronger  than  mere  expectancy  in 
the  case  of  licence  holders — as  indicating 
the  lines  upon  which  legislation  should 
VOL.  CCCXLV.     [third  SIBIB8.] 


proceed,  lines  such  as  were  laid  down  in 
Mr.  Bruce's  Bill.  It  would  be  far  better 
to  let  things  go  on  for  some  time  longer, 
waiting  until  some  Government  shall 
come  into  office  and  approach  this 
subject  in  a  permanent  and  statesman- 
like way. 

•(9.40.)    Mr.    KELLY    (Camberwell, 
N.)  :  As  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  vote 
for    the    Government   proposal,  I   take 
this  opportunity  for  a  few  remarks  in 
explanation  on  the  Amendment,  as  it  in- 
volves the  main  principle  of  the  whole 
Bill.     When  it  is  alleged  that  the  Bill  is 
brought  forward  in    the    interests     of 
temperance  I  should   like  to  know   -a 
little  more  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  Government  have  embarked 
on   the   enterprise,  and  who  it  is  that 
really  claims  the  paternity  of  the  Bill. 
I  have  not  heard  any  Member  uf  the 
Government  speak  of  it  as  his  child  at 
all.     If  it  is  really  brought  forward  to 
promot3    the    cause    of    temperance    a 
greater  mistake  was  never  made.     I  do 
not   believe  it  is  in  the  power  of  this 
House  to  strike  a  fatal  blow  at  the  cause 
of  temperance,  for  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
possible  for  anybody  to  do  that,  but  it  is 
a  question  whether  a    more   disastrous 
blow  could  be  struck  at  that  cause  than 
by   this   Bill  becoming   law.     I    notice 
that  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  expressly  stated  yesterday 
that  the  Government  have  not,  at  any 
time,  professed  that  this  Bill  could  be 
considered  in  any  proper  sense  as  a  pro- 
posal for  the  complete  settlement  of  the 
liquor  question.     Then   why  make  the 
proposal    at    all?    I   do    not   know  if 
there  exist  conditions  under  which  this, 
v^xed  question  can  be  settled.     I  do  not 
lay  the  blame  upon  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  ;  I  know  that 
the  blame  lies  at  the  door  of  the  leaders  - 
of  the  Temperance  Party.   If  they  would 
make   a   fair  and  reasonable  ofier,  the 
question  could  be  settled  without  such  a 
Bill  as  this.     Even  now,  I  venture  to- 
hope  they  may  consider  some  alternative^ 
which  it  rests  with  them  to  propose,  for 
if  this  Bill  passes,  and  remains  operative,, 
few  of  us  will  live  to  see  any  real  reform  iiii 
the  way  of  temperance  legislation.     It  is, 
I  believe,  quite  possible  to  re-model  the 
Bill  in  a  way  which  would,  in  the  lives  of 
most  of  us,  lead  to  a  complete  reform, 
2  M 
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and  give  to  the  communities  the  power 
of  controlling  the  whole  of  the  public 
houses  of  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is 
said  the  Bill  pledges  the  country 
to  an  expenditure  of  something  like 
£200,000,000.  [No,  No!  I  do  not  care 
whether  it  is  £200,000,000  or  only 
£20,000,000;  that  is  a  question  of 
degree  in  what  I  am  bound  to  call  the 
folly  we  are  exhibiting.  The  real  ques 
tion  is,  Need  we  pay  the  publicans  any 
compensation  at  alii  I  venture  to 
think  it  would  be  easy  to  come  to  terms 
with  the  publicans,  and  get  the 
public  houses  into  our  hands  within  a 
reasonable  time,  and  without  the  pay- 
ment of  any  compensation  at  all.  Hare 
the  pnblicans,  in  fact,  any  sort  of 
right  to  make  such  a  claim,  and  have 
they  ever  made  it  1  Well,  I  do  not  know 
that  publicans  have  made  any  claim, 
otherthan  that  theirproperty  should  not  be 
recklessly  confiscated.  They  say  :— "  We 
have  been  induced  by  the  law  to  invest 
large  sums  in  property  of  this  character  ; 
and  what  we  ask  is,  if  you  alter  the  law 
you  should  at  least  give  us  time  to  make 
other  arrangements."  I  am  not  entitled  to 
speak  for  them,  but  I  think  they  would 
be  satisfied  with  the  continuance  of  their 
licences  for  20  years.  As  the  bon. 
Member  for  ShieldB  has  said,  since  the  last 
proposal  was  made  we  have  waited  nearly 
30  years  for  reform.  May  we  not  reason- 
ably expect  that  we  may  have  tu  wait 
auother  20  years  for  the  realisation  of  a 
reform  now  1  If  there  is  any  force  in  that 
argument  it  is  only  common  wisdom  to 
meet  the  inevitable,  and  secure  to  the 
community  the  interest  in  licences  at 
the  end  of  that  period  of  20  years.  This 
is  a  matter  the  leaders  of  the  Temper- 
ance Party  would  do  well  to  consider — 
I  mean  the  possibility  of  an  indefinite 
postponement  of  any  settlement.  I 
know  no  reason  why  publicans  should  not 
be  thus  fairly  dealt  with.  I  am 
astounded  at  the  way  I  hear  that  body 
iipoken  of,  not  so  much  by  hon.  Members 
in  this  House,  as  elsewhere  I^  the  more 
rabid  leaders  of  the  Temperance  Party. 
For  a  series  of  years  publicans  have 
carried  on  their  trade  under  the  condi- 
tions imposed  upon  them  by  the  law, 
and  have  invested  large  capital  in  the 
expectation  that  their  licences  would  be 
renewed  year  by  year.  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Shields, 
Mr.  Kelly 


who  spoke  of  the  number  of  licences 
refused  in  one  small  town,  to  the  fact 
brought  out  by  statistics  put  before  us 
that  only  in  the.  proportion  of  one  honse 
to  2,000  has  a  licenca  been  refused 
renewal  on  the  g^und  that  it  is  not 
required  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
chances,  then,  are  2,000  to  one  that  if  a 
publican  has  conducted  his  business 
properly,  he  will  have  his  licence 
renewed. 

Mk.  R.  T.  REID  (Dumfries,  &c.) :  In 
Great  Britain  ? 

•Mr.  KELLY :  Yes'.  From  the  Returns 
furnished  I  find  that  is  about  the  pro- 
portion. Now,  what  will  be  the  effect  of 
the  present  clause  1  The  district  which  I 
represent  would  receive  about  £3,000  a 
year  from  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
allocated  to  London  for  the  purpose  pro- 
posed, and  I  need  scarcely  say  that  that 
is  not  sufficient  for  the  purchase  of  even 
one  large  public  house ;  I  say  that  it  would 
take  40  years  to  extinguish  one  quarter 
of  the  licensed  houses  in  the  district,  with 
the  sum  of  £1 20,000.  It  must  be  within 
the  knowledge  of  every  Member  of  the 
Committee  that  not  one  London  public 
house  in  six  is  the  property  of  the  pub- 
lican, aod  in  not  ten  instances  in  a 
hundred  have  the  puolicans  10  years' 
interest  in  their  occupation.  I  will 
venture  to  say  that  of  the  £120,000 
which  would  be  expended  in  ex- 
tinguishing licences  in  >Camberwell 
under  this  clause,  £119,000  would 
go  into  the  pockets  of  brewers  and 
distillers,  who  have  the  deepest  in- 
terest in  this  Bill.  I  do  not  know  what 
claim  they  put  forward.  They  have 
chosen  to  invest  their  money  in  a  par- 
ticular class  of  property,  in  order  to 
promote  the  sale  and  mannfoctnre  of 
a  particular  article  in  which  they 
have  no  monopoly,  and  I  take  it  that, 
if  they  are  sensible  men,  they  will  be 
satisfied  with  a  20  years'  vested  interest 
I  ask  the  Committee  to  consider  how 
different  the  position  would  be  if  the 
Government,  instead  of  bringing  in  this 
halting  Bill,  which  will  take  1 60  years 
to  bring  about  an  extinction  which 
could  be  accomplished  in  20  if  the 
Government  were  not  restrained  by 
timidity,  had  brought  in  a  Bill  dealing 
equitably  with  the  interests  of  publioms 
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And  of  the  general  community.  Hovr 
much  better  would  it  be  for  ail  but  the 
brewers  and  distillers.  As  it  is, 
I  am  not  quite  sure  that  much 
is  going  to  be  done  for  anybody.  I  do 
not  know  in  what  final  form  this  Bill 
may  be  passed,  bat,  taking  it  as  it  stands, 
will  it  last  for  40  years,  or  even  10 
years  t  I  do  not  thiuk  it  will  last  for 
fire  years,  and,  inasmuch  as  it  will  be  con- 
sidered a  Bill  to  secure  the  perpetuation  of 
the  rights  of  brewers  and  distillers,  I  think 
it  will  be  followed  by  an  Act  for  a 
general  confiscation  of  the  rights  of  the 
publicans.  The  Bill  cannot  be  said  to  be 
hkdy  to  do  much  good,  while  it  is  likely 
to  introduce  further  troubles'  and  ob- 
stmotions  in  the  way  of  a  final  settle- 
ment. I  am  in  the  unfortunate  position 
that  I  must  vote  for  the  Amendment  of 
tite  hon.  Member  for  Botherham,  be- 
oanse  I  believe  the  public  will  gain 
little  or  nothing  under  the  Bill,  and  that 
while  it  may  be  intended  to  advance 
the  cause  of  temperance,  which  we  all 
have  at  heart,  it  will  deal  not  a  fatal, 
indeed,  bnt  still  a  most  disastrous  blow 
to  that  cause. 

(9.52.)  SiE  H.  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
{Essex,  Epping)  :  I  am  puzzled  by  much 
that  has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  who 
hag  just  spoken,  puzzled  because  at  one 
moment  he  seemed  to  be  blessing  the 
pablicans  altogether, .  and  at  the  next 
moment  to  be  cursing  them  from  his  in- 
most heart.  The  20  years  he  proposes 
looks  as  if  he  does  not  agree  in  the 
views  of  the  Temperance  Party  on  the 
other  side,  and  the  adherence  he  ex- 
pressed to  the  doctrine  based  upon  the 
uncertainly  of  tenure  by  publicans  looks 
as  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  agreed  with 
the  assertions  made  above  the  Ghtngway 
opposite.  I  have  been  mixed  up,  if  I 
may  use  the  expression,  with  this  sub- 
ject for  many  years,  and  one  of  the 
things  that  has  astounded  me  more  than 
anything  else  in  this  discussion  is  the 
change  that  has  comeoverMemberd'minds 
in  regard  to  this  question.  I  reiaember 
when  I  first  introduced  a  Bill  in  1869, 
at  that  tinofe  beer  houses  with  "off" 
licences  were  under  the  control  of 
the  Eixcise,  not  of  the  Magistrates. 
llMy  were  free  frctm  all  police  control, 


and  the  Excise  were  interested  in  grant- 
ing the  greatest  possible  number  of 
licences,  and  my  effort  was  to  place  them 
under  the  Magistrates  and  the  control  of 
the  police.  Mr.  Bruce  sent  for  me  just 
before  the  time  when  my  Bill  was  coming 
on  for  Second  Beading,  and  put  before 
me  the  proposals  of  the  Government  and 
four  conditions  which  I  felt  forced  to 
accept,  and  which  practically  gave  to  a 
large  part  of  the  trade  that  perpetual 
tenure  which  is  now  so  much  objected  to 
on  the  other  side.  It  was  pointed  out, 
and  very  properly  argued,  that  even 
in  regard  to  whole  licences  their 
actual  legal  position  was  that  of  holders 
of  licences  from  year  to  year,  and  that  is 
argued  now.  But  people  who  use  that 
argument  forget  the  long-standing 
custom  which  has  over-ridden  the  actual 
law — a  custom  which  has  been  recognised 
by  statesmen  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
on  more  than  one  occasion.  In  the  Bill 
brought  in  under  the  auspices  of  Mr. 
Bruce,  if  Members  will  refer  to  the  44th 
section,  I  think  they  will  find  support 
for  the  argument  I  am  trying  to  put 
before  them.  In  that  section  a  publican 
is  not  legally  required  to  come  before 
the  Magistrates  to  make  application  for 
the  renewal  of  his  licence,  and  can  only 
be  obliged  to  appear  personally  to  obtain 
renewal  if  he  has  misconducted  himself, 
and  opposition  to  renewal  has,  in  conse- 
,  quence,  been  lodged  against  him.  Surely, 
I  this  is  distinctly  a  point  in  &vour  of  the 
I  position  that  custom  has  so  tax  become  a 
fact  in  regard  to  these  licences  that, 
'  having  practically  persuaded  men  to  in- 
,  vest  their  money  in  them,  it  is  not  con- 
sidered fair  that  they  should  be  deprived 
of  their  licences,  except  for  misconduct 
in  carrying  on  their  business.  In  my 
judgment,  this  Bill  does  go  far  to  promote 
the  cause  of  temperance.  By  the  check 
to  the  issue  of  new  licences  and 
transfera  the  number  of  licences  will  be 
reduced  in  the  near  future.  The  ten- 
dency of  the  Bill,  I  venture  to  say,  will 
be  to  put  the  trade  into  good  hands. 
Good  conduct  will  be  promoted  in  the 
houses  which  remain,  and  in  that  way  it 
will  do  more  to  carry  out  the  viows  ad- 
vocated by  the  Temperance  Party  than 
they  would  themselves  succeed  in  doing 
in  the  coming  generation  by  carrying  out 
the  violent  crusade  advocated  by  the 
advanced  section  of  that  Party. 
2  M  2 
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"  Notbiag  in  tbia  Act  shall  be  oonatmed  a» 
altering  the  exilting  law  affecting  the  renewal 
of  licences,  or  giving  the  holder  of  any  licence 
any  right  or  privilege  other  than  that  whish 
he  now  enjoys." 

The  speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is  an  absolute  reply  to  those  who 
charge  us  with  having  calumniated  the 
Government  by  saying  that  this  is  a 
compensation  BiU.  It  fully  justifies  the- 
brewers  and  distillers,  in  their  ofiBcial 
organ,  terming  it  an  official  recogni- 
tion of  compensation.  This  is  the  very 
worst  compensation  Bill  which  was- 
ever  brought  before  Parliament.  The- 
hon.  Member  for  Cirencester  has  well 
illustrated  that.  Here  is  a  village  with 
six  public  houses — one  of  them,  doing  a 
business  of  £300,  is  bought  up  by  the 
County  Council.  It  is  paid  for  on  the- 
basis  of  the  net  profits,  which  are 
represented  by  the  difference  between  the 
gross  receipts  and  the  working  expenses^ 
and  the  profits  also  constitute  the 
difference  in  value  between  a  licensed 
house,  and  one  without  a  licence.  Well, 
the  business  of  the  house  which  is  bought 
up  is  absorbed  by  the  remaining  five 
houses,  the  profits  of  which  are  conse- 
qnently  increased  ;  so  that  if  the  County 
Council  subsequently  tries  to  buy  them 
up  it  will  have  to  pay,  not  merely  for 
the  amount  of  the  business  which  they 
did  at  the  time  the  first  house  was- 
bought,  but  also  they  will  have  to  pay 
over  again  for  the  business  of  the  house 
which  was  first  purchased,  because  it 
will  have  been  added  to  the  business  of 
the  remaining  houses.  And,  as  those 
houses  will  have  their  staff  and  working 
machinery  in  existence,  what  was  gross 
profit  to  the  extinguished  house  will  he 
net  profit  to  them,  and  their  value  will 
be  raised  very  much  beyond  the  value 
of  the  compensation  g^ven  to  th» 
extinguished  house.  And  so  the  pro- 
cess woald  continue  with  all  six  houses.  I 
think  that  argument  is  absolutely  un- 
answerable. What  happens  in  a  single 
locality  will  happen  all  over  the  country- 
If  the  liquor  interest  is  worth 
£200,000,000, and  if  wespend  £3,000,000 
or  £4,000,000  in  baying  up  public 
houses,  we  shall  have  more  ihaa 
£200,000,000  still  to  buy  up.  It  ha» 
been  truly  observed  that  this  is  a  worse 
case  than  the  case  of  the  Sibylline 
books,  for  we  shall  not  only  have  to  buy 


•(9.58.)  Sre  GEORGE  TREVELY AN 
(Glasgow,  Bridgeton)  :  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  than  whom  no  one 
is  better  able  to  speak  of  the 
successive  changes  of  the  public  mind  on 
this  question,  and  no  one  appreciates  the 
efforts  he  has  made  in  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance, more  than  I  do,  has  spoken  with 
truth  of  the  change  in  the  public  mind 
upon  this  great  question  during  his  time, 
and  the  reason,  I  think,  is  not  far  to  seek. 
When  he  and  I  entered  the  House  the 
liquor  interest  was  enormously  over- 
represented  in  Parliament,  while  the 
people  who  suffered  from  that  interest 
were  hardly  represented  at  alL  The 
change  in  the  representation  is  the  real 
cause  of  the  change  in  the  public  mind. 
But,  to  whatever  cause  we  aacribe  it,  the 
change  has  been  immense.  I  do  not  con- 
gratulate the  hon.  Member  for  Camber- 
well  (Mr.  Kelly)  on  his  independence, 
because  I  think  this  is  a  question  upon 
which  it  is  every  man's  duty  to  be  inde- 
pendent, but  I  do  oongratulato  him  upon 
having  thoroughly  studied  this  subject, 
though  some  of  his  conclusions  differ 
from  mine.  I  agree  with  him  that  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  will  be  a  disastrous 
blow  to  the  aspirations  and  hopes  of  the 
Temperance  Party,  which  have  been 
growing  for  so  many  years.  More  than 
ever  do  we  know  that.  Till  the  speech  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  this 
eveaing,  up  to  this  time,  in  the  De- 
bates on  this  question,  the  downright 
defence  of  the  publican's  absolute  vested 
right  in  his  licence  has  been  chiefly 
confined  to  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen, 
whose  business  it  has  been  so  often  to 
argue  the  question  before  the  Courte 
that  they  have,  perhaps,  forgotten  ite 
broader  aspect.  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
many  of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friends  have 
now  taken  a  broader  view.  This  even- 
ing, however,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  delivered  a  plain,  un- 
adulterated speech  against  the  right  of 
die  nation  to  make  reduction  without 
compensation.  That  speech  was  nothing 
less  than  a  blow  struck  straight  at  the 
present  right  of  the  Magistrates  to  take 
away  licences  at  the  annual  Licensing 
Sessions.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is  right,  what  is  the  use  of  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Grimsby,  which  has  been  accepted  by 
the  Government,  and  which  provides  that 
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up  the  books  which    remain,  but   shall 
iiso  have  to  pay  the   price  of  all  those 
which  are  destroyed.      My    right   hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  said 
this  was  a  payment  oat  of  pnblic  money 
in  a  manner  most  improvident  and  most 
minons.     It    is,   in   fact,    an    elaborate 
arrangement  for  the  nation  to  make  a 
Ind  bargain  ;  for  the  worst  bargain  which 
«an  he  made  is  a  bargain  with  several 
people.    When  one  man  has  been  settled 
with,  No.  2  will  step  forward  to  take 
Advantage    of    the    position.      Another 
reason  why  we  have  such  an  intense  feel- 
ing against  the  Bill  is,  that  it  will  open 
an  immense   field   of    jobbery  for    the 
benefit  of  the  brewers.     I  was  shocked 
4n  hear  the  other  day  that  six  or  seven 
brewers  had  already  obtained  seats  on 
one  County  Ck>ancil,  and  we  may  be  sore 
these  Gentlemen  have  in  anticipation  the 
iday  when  they  will  be  able  to  induce 
ithe  County  Councils  to  buy  up  certain 
public  houses,   and    thus    increase   the 
'Value   of  the    remaining   ones.     Public 
houses  are  already  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  large  brewing  companies.     Take 
ihe  case  of  Samuel  Allsopp  &  Co.     I  will 
just  read  one  sentence  from  the  Report 
of  the  gentleman  who  was  making  the 
<aBe  for  Allsopp's  Brewery  at  a  meeting 
reported  in  this  momiug^s  papers.     No 
ipower    on     earth     will    convince     me 
that  Allsopp's  brew  bad  beer.     That  is 
not  the  reason  why  the  firm  is  not  so 
prosperous  as  it  might  be.     This  is  the 
•explanation  of  the  Chairman — 

"W«  have  also  considered  the  altered 
'«ucaiii<tance8  of  the  brewery  business  in 
ngaid  to  the  tied  trade,  and  we  think  it  is 
'Deoeiaary  in  the  interests  of  the  shareholders 
■that  the  policy  of  tying  hunaes,  as  rrgards  this 
^msiness  but  recently  commenced,  shall  be  con- 
tinned  and  increased." 
« 

That  means,  what  many  of  us  knew  long 
ago,  that  honest  brewers  who  brew  good 
Mer,  and  try  to  sell  it  in  the  open 
market,  can  make  little  or  nothing  of  it 
on  aceoant  of  the  manner  in  which 
tfiese  houses  are  in  the  hands  of 
people  who  do  not  appear  before  the 
Bench  of  Magistrates  to  get  the  licence. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  an  admirable  debater,  and  he 
rallied  us  on  our  feeling  against  the 
pablicans.  The  truth  is  we  are  now 
beginning  to  understand  the  question  of 
tile  liquor  traffic  in  a  way  it  has  never 


been  understood  before.      The  pamphlet 
of  Mr.  James,  the  President  of  the  Ply- 
month,     Devonport,     and     Stonehouse 
Spirit,  Wine,  and  Beer  Trade  Protection 
Society,  gives  us  a  perfect  revelation  on 
this    question.     It    is    one  of  the  most 
striking  pamphlets  ever  written,  and  any 
one  who  reads  it  will  find  that  there  has 
been  existing  in  our  midst  a  system  of 
white  slavery.     He  gfives  us  striking  in- 
stances of  publicans  who  are  in  such  a 
position  that,  in  order  to  pay  their  rents 
and  the  interest  on  their  mortgages,  they 
have  to  conduct  their  houses  under  cir- 
cumstances which    no    honest    man   or 
woman  conld  possibly  approve,  and  which, 
in  many  cases,  are  almost  indescribable. 
It  is  bad  enough  for  a  man  to  have  to 
do  forced  labour  for  the  profits  of  others, 
but   it  is  still  worse  when  that  labour 
consists  in  ruining  innocent  homes  and 
in  corrupting  the  morals  of  their  fellows. 
I  will  just  rrad  one  short  story  which  will 
show    what   we   mean    when   we     say 
we     are    voting     against  the     brewer 
and  not  against  the  publican.   According 
to  this  pamphlet  there    stood  within  the 
limits  of  the   Plymouth  garrison  a  fully- 
licensed  house,  belonging  to  a  brewery, 
and  which  in  five  years ,  was  let  to  no 
fewer  than  five  different  persons.     Each 
of   the    first    three  on  finding  out  the 
class  of  business  he  had   been   induced 
to  take,  got  out  as  quickly  as  possible,  a 
sadder  and  wiser,  if  not  a  richer  man. 
The  fourth  determined  somehow  to  make 
a  living,  and  established  a  singing-room , 
which  females  of  the  class  likely  to  visit 
such  places  were  encouraged  to  frequent. 
The  house  was  described  as  a  horrible 
den  of  debauchery,  and  the  police  becom- 
ing aware  of  the  character  of  the  bnsi- 
ness  warned  the  publican  that  if  he  did 
not  alter  his  conduct  the  licence  would 
be  in  jeopardy.  The  tenant  left  the  house, 
and  was  succeeded  by  another  person, 
bat    at    the    annual  Licensing  Session 
evidence  was  given  of  the  disgraceful 
manner  in  which  the  business  of  the  house 
was    conducted,   and    the    Magistrates 
refused  to  renew  the  licence.     What  was 
the  result?     An  appeal  was  made  to 
Quarter  Sessions,  ostensibly  on  behalf  of 
the  tenant,  but   really   on  behalf  of  the 
brewers,  and   the  licence  was   renewed. 
Now,  the  owners  of  this  house  must  have 
known  perfectly  well  how  the  business 
was  conducted,  but  they  evidently  did- 
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not  care  so  long  as  the   profits  of  their 
trade  were  increased  to  a  considerable 
extent.      It  is  the  brewers  we  are  really 
called  on  to    compensate  and    not    the 
pnblican.     There   are  many,  of  whom  I 
am  one,  who  would  willingly  settle  this 
question,  giving  the  publican  some  sort  of 
compensation   for   disturbance,  but  that 
would     be     to    pledge    the    House    to 
thousands   and   hundreds   of  thousands, 
whereas   under    this  Bill    we   shall    be 
pledi;ed    to    millions    and  hundreds  of 
millions.    This  is  not  a  question  of  tem- 
perance fanatics.    The  great  mass  of  the 
people  of    this    country    feel    strongly. 
They  do  not  see   why  monopolists,  who 
have    made  so  much   money  by   their 
monopoly,  should  not  only  be  allowed  to 
keep  their  gains  but  should  be  paid  their 
capital  value  as  well.     My  own  belief  is 
that  there   has  been   no  expression  of 
public  opinion  in  favour  of  this  measure 
outside  the  House  except  !rom  interested 
people.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  read 
across  the  table  a  telegram  stating  that 
2,000  people  at  Bridgeton-oross,  in  an 
open-air  meeting,  carried  a  resolution  in 
favour  of   the    Government    proposals. 
Now,  the  open-air  meeting  was  advertised 
by  the  Temperance  Party.     It  came  on  to 
rain,  and  the  meeting  was  held  in  a  large 
hall,     where '  resolutions    were    carried 
enthusiastically,  and  almost  unanimously, 
against     the      Government     proposals. 
Afterwards,     when    the    weather    had 
cleared  up,  the  people  went  outside  and 
again  passed  thesameresolutions,bnt  in  the 
interval,  while  it  was  raining,  some  20  or 
30  people  made  some  demonstration  in 
favour  of  the  Government,  and  that  is  all 
the  ground  upon  which  these  leaders  of 
the  people  telegraphed  up  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man quoted  Liverpool  as  being  in  favour 
of    the    Bill.     It  may  be    so,    because 
Liverpool  is  the  most  unhappy  of  all  great 
cities  in  being  the  most  pnblican  ridden 
cify    probably    in    the    world   at    this 
moment.     It  is  a  city  where,  under  this 
odious  and  hateful  system,  the  property 
has  got  into  a  very  few  hands — ^I  might 
almost  say  into  the  hands  of  one  man.     I 
do  not  deny  that  much  of  the  income 
obtained  from  it  has  been  so  used  as  to 
identify  in  Liverpool  the  liquor  interest 
with  ideas   of   magnificence   and  public 
spirit,  and  even  of    religion.      But    I 
feel  certain  that  the  public  see  through 
Sir  George  Trevelyan 


Hub   thin  veneering  of  public  spirit  on 
the  part  of  these  rich   monopolists,  not 
because  they  are  temperance  fanatics,  bat 
because  they  are  citizens  with  a  sense  of 
equity — a  sense  of  what  is  due  to  them- 
selves and  to  their  fellow  citizens,  and 
they  are  therefore  heartily  in  sympathy 
wiUi  us  in  voting  against  these  clauses 
which  will  give  sanction  and  permanence 
to  this  indefensible  privilege. 
•(10.30.)      Mb.     SYDNEY"     GEDGE 
(Stockport)  :   This    Amendment    is    a 
remarkable  one ;  on  its  negative  side,  it. 
goes  to  the  root  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill ;  and  on  its  positive  side,  it  devotes. 
£350,000  to  the  purposes  of  ednoatioiv 
without     the     recommendation     of    a 
Minister  of  the  Crown.     The  Debate  is- 
even  more  remarkable,  for  anyone  coming 
into    the     House    accidentolly     would 
imagine  that  we  were  eng^aged,  if  yon 
were  not  in  the  Chair,  on  the  Second 
Beading,  for    the  discussion   has    wan- 
dered   over   every    part    of    the     Bill, 
and    has    chiefly     turned     on     what 
is    not    in    the    Bill    at    alL     Whil& 
the   Bill   does  not  in   any  way   what>. 
ever  lead  to  depriving  a    man   of  his. 
licence,  with  or  without  compenaatioiv 
the  whole  Debate  has  turned  upon  the- 
propriety  of  giving  the  man  compensa- 
tion   who    has    been    deprived    of    hia 
licence.     It  has  been  contended  that  you 
have  no  right  to  compensate  a  man  un- 
less  he   has  a   legally    vested   interest. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  laid  down  distinctly 
that  a  pnblican — he  evidently  meant  the 
wider  statement,   that  a    man — is  not 
entitled  to  be  compensated  by  reason  of 
his  suffering  from  a  contingency  which 
is  existent  under  the  law  at  the  time 
when  he   enters  upon   his  occupation. 
He  takes  the  occupation  subject  to  the-, 
risks  attendant  under  the  existing  law. 
Therefore,   the    right   hon.    Gentleman 
laid  down  that  he  cannot  be  entitled  to 
compensation.    Of  course,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   will  not  say  that  one  law 
should  be  applied  to  the  pnblican  and 
brewer,     and    another    to   other    men 
in    a  similar  position.     Therefore,  th» 
right  hon.   Gentleman's    conclusion    is 
based  on  the  general  premise  that  the- 
publican  should  not  be  so  compensated. 
But      the      right      hon.       Gentleman 
himself  has  set  a  remarkable  precedent. 
In  1870  he  took  up  the  case  of  the  Irish 
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tenant  for  the  first  time.  Now,  the  Irish 
tenant  was  liable nnderthe  law,  as  it  stood, 
to  be  dispossessed  of  his  holding  on  six 
months' notice;  hetookhistenanc^snbject 
tothatcoatingency;  and,  therefore,  on  the 
broad  principle  laid  down  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  he  conld  not  be  entitled 
to  compensation  if  he  wore  deprived  of 
his  holding  by  legal  process.  Neverthe- 
less, the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  supported 
by  a  large  number  of  hon.  Members 
opposite,  carried  a  law  under  which  an 
Irish  tenant  thos  dispossessed  of  his 
holding  should  receive  compensation. 
Sorely  that  w*s  fatal  to  the  principle  he 
now  lays  down.  Let  us  take  another 
case — the  abolition  of  purchase  in  the 
Army.  There  was  a  lai^e  number  of 
officers  in  the  Army  who  boaght  their 
commissions  with  the  knowledge  that 
those  commissions  were  really  for  one 
year  only,  because  ilnless  the  Mutiny  Act 
be  renewed  every  year— and  it  is  quite 
within  the  discretion  of  Parliament  to 
refase  to  renew  it — the  Army  would  dis- 
^>pear  and  the  commissions  'would  bo 
worthless.  The  ofScers  bought  those 
commissions,  giving  larger  sums  than  the 
legal  cost  for  them,  subject  to  that  con- 
tingency ;  but  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  put  an  end  to  the  system  of 
pnichase  he  gav^  to  those  officers  as 
compensation  the  illegal  value  of  their 
commissions.  With  these  precedents, 
which  are  surely  on  all  fours  with  the 
present  case,  how  can  hon.  Members,  and 
least  of  all  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himsalf,  now  contend  that  thos3  who  are 
interested  in  public  houses  are  not  en- 
titled to  com^iensation  if  their  occupation 
is  taken  from  them  through  no  fault  of 
their  own,  because  they  hold  only  for 
the  year,  and  the  Magistiute  has  absolute 
discretion  as  to  renewing.  As  regards 
"absolute  discretion,"  that  does  not  mean 
an  arbitral  y  discretion ;  the  dis- 
cretion must  be  used  judicially. 
I  will  now  deal  with  the  three 
points  raised  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Bridgeton  as  well  as 
I  can.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Bridgeton  has  said  that  under  this  Bill 
the  County  Councils  would  get  nothing 
for  their  money,  but  that  they  would 
rather  sustain  a  loss.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man took  the  caso  of  a  village  in  which 
there  were  six  public  houses  ;  the 
County  Council  Iwught  one  of  them  at 


which  £300  a  year  was  spent,  and 
asking  what  would  be  the  result  to  the 
other  five,  said  the  £300  would  then  be 
spent  in  them,  and  thus  the  value  of  the 
remaining  houses  would  be  increased. 
He  further  pointed  out  that  the  £300 
would  be  spent  in  the  remaining  houses, 
the  proprietors  of  which  would  not  be 
required  to  engage  extra  servants  to  meet 
the  extra  demand ;  so  that  in  their 
case  the  £300  would  be  a  net  profit, 
while  it  had  been  only  a  gross  profit  in 
the  case  of  the  house  purchased.  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  protested  too 
much.  If  the  resqlt  of  putting  an  end 
to  one  hous3  is  that  the  money  spent  in 
that  honse  will  be  spent  in  the  others 
that  remain,  what  is  the  nse  of  dimin- 
ishing public  houses  at  ain  To  do  any 
good  at  all  in  the  cause  of  temperance  in 
that  case  it  would  be  necessary  to  do 
away  with  every  public  house  in  the 
country.  But  is  that  feasible  or  desir- 
able ?  I  do  not  think  the  argument 
will  commend  itself  to  the  senses  of  the 
House.  The  next  argument  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  was  that  the  Bill  is 
an  eltiborate  arrangement  for  the  County 
Councils,  or  the  country  through  them, 
to  make  a  bad  bargain,  because  there  are 
at  least  two  or  three  persons  interested 
in  every  public  house,  and  when  one 
has  been  bought  out  the  others  will  be 
able  to  raise  their  prices.  Well,  there  is 
scarcely  any  property  whatever,  either 
in  London  or  out  of  it,  in  which  several 
persons  are  not  interested.  The  County 
Councils  would,  of  course,  engage  good 
business  men  to  carry  out  the  work  of 
purchase  for  them,  and  no  business  man 
would  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  dealing 
with  any  separate  owner  uncondition- 
ally. They  would  approach  them  as 
nearly  as  po8.sible  simultaneously.  They 
would  begin  with  the  freeholder,  or 
long  leaseholder,  and,  having  got  the 
whip  hand,  they  would  be  able  to 
deal  very  shortly  with  the  publican. 
If  a  publican  takes  a  house  and  con 
ducts  it  badly,  the  Magistrates  do 
not  refuse  to  renew  the  licence  of  the 
brewer,  if  he  pnts  in  a  man  to  conduct  it 
respectably.  Bat  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  he  would  not  compensate  the 
brewer  who  built  the  house  or  valued  the 
property ;  he  would  compensate  the 
publican.  But  is  a  man  who  has  so 
conducted  his  business  as  to  jeopardise 
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the  property  of  another  to  be  compen- 
sated ?    He  is  just  the  man  that  ought 
not  to  be  compensated,  and  the  sugges- 
tion  that  such  a   scoundrel  should   be 
compensated  comes  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   himself,  and  is  not  to    be 
found  in  this  Bill.     He  complains  that 
the   Quarter  Sessions   have    upset   the 
decisions  of  the  Local    Licences  Com- 
mittee.    That  may  be  a  good  reason  why 
we  should  alter  the  law  with  regard  to 
Quarter  Sessions  ;  bat  it  is  no  i-eason  why 
a  publican  should  not  hare  the  value  of 
his  property,  if  it  is  taken  away  from 
him,  just  as  everybqfly  else  has  under 
similar    circumstances.     When    I   hear 
these  things  said  about  property,  I  am 
reminded  of  what  M!acaulay  wrote  of  the 
Puritans'  dislike   to   bull   baiting.     He 
said  they  put  an  end  to  bull  baiting  not 
because   thoy   cared    for  the  bull,   but 
because  they  hated  the  Cavaliers  who 
engaged  in  the  sport.    So  in  this  instance, 
it  ssems  to  me,  that  opponents  of  the 
Bill  are  actuated  more    by    hatred  of 
the     brewers     than     by     love    of    the 
cause    of    temperance.      This     Bill    is 
going    to    give    a    moderate    sum    of 
money  year  by  year  to  County  Councils 
to  enable   them  to  improve  the  moral 
aspect  of  our  towns  as  they  are   now 
enabled  to  effect  physical  improvements. 
If  the  County  Councils  pull  down  pro- 
2>erty,  including  public  houses,  for  the 
purpose    of     affecting    street    improve- 
ments, they  have  to  give  full  compensa- 
tion and  10  per  cent,  added.     If  they 
wish  to  get  rid  of  a  publican  to  improve 
the  moral  aspect  of  the  town  at  present 
they  are   powerless.      This    Bill  gives 
them   the    power    and    the    money    to 
make  a  fair  bargain  with  the  owner  of  a 
licence,  and,  of  course,  unless  they  can 
make  a  fair  bargain,  they  will  not  deal 
with  him.     I  know  of  a  very  strong  case 
which  occurred  in  a  village  of  Scotland 
where  the  inhabitants  of  two  towns  on 
either  side  of  it  could  go  to  drink  on  a 
Sunday.     The  people  asked  the  Magis- 
trates to  get  rid  of  it,  but  they  were 
unwilling  to  deprive  the  owner  of  his 
m«ans  of  living.     ["  Name."]      I  shall 
not  give  the  name.      I  am  giving   the 
instance.      The  name  is  immaterial.     I 
say  that  if  these  Magistrates  could  have 
given  the  man  .£100  to  start  some  other 
kind  of    business ;     they    would  have 
been  able  to  get  rid  of  the  house.     You 
Mr.  Sydney  Gedge 


may  depend  upon  it.  Sir,  that  there  is  a 
great    deal    of    kindly    feeling    among 
people,  even  with  regard  to  publicans, 
and  they  would  be  very  loth  to  deprive  a 
man  of  his  livelihood  without  compensa- 
tion.    By  the  proposal  of  the  Bill  you 
would  get  rid  of  a  considerable  number 
of  public  houses  which,  though  not  bad 
enough  to  come   under  the  censure  of 
the  Magistrates,  are  yet  such  as  could  be 
very  well   dispensed  with.     I   will  not 
detain  the  House.     \Crieg  of  "Qo  on."] 
As  I  am  so  earnestly  desired,  I  will  say 
one  word  more.     It  has  been  said  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  if  the  Connty 
Councils  included  brewers  it  would  be  a 
very  shocking  thing,  as  if  brewers  were 
beyond  the  pale  of  hnmanity,  and  that  it 
would  only  open   the   way   to   jobbery. 
For  years  the  efforts  and  aspirations  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  have  been  de- 
voted to  the  cause  of  Local  Government, 
yet  he  cannot  trust  the  County  Coanoils 
because  the  people,  who  have  a  right  to 
return    whom    they    like,  may  return 
brewers,  and  that,  therefore,  these  bodies 
cannot  be  trusted  to  prevent  jobbery. 
They  must  not  have    this  small  sum, 
because  they  cannot  nse  it  in  an  hononr- 
able  and  upright  manner.     I  have  not 
the  same  distrust  of  County  Councils  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  °and  I  hare 
a  great  deal  more  faith  in  them  than  he 
has.     I  hope  the   House  wiU  carry  this 
clause  by  a  large  majority. 

(10.50.)  SiE  W.  HARCOURT :  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
sat  down  has  observed  that  this  Debate 
has  turned  entirely  upon  the  question 
of  compensation.  That  is  so,  not  merely 
upon  this  side,  but  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  Every  hon.  Member  who  has 
defended  this  Bill  has  found  it  necessary 
to  defend  the  principle  of  compensation. 
Even  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
founded  his  argument  upon  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  compensation ;  if  this 
measure  has  nothing  to  do  with  compen- 
sation, why  should  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man have  thought  it  necessary  to  take  • 
up  the  cudgels  for  the  principle  of  com- 
pensation ?  But  then  there  is  the  great 
temperance  authority,  who  is  also  a 
supporter  of  this  Bill — the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone — who  says  that  he  wiH 
support  the  Bill,  because  he  wishes  to  see 
the  principle  of  equitable   compensation 
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affirmed.  lasrree  with  my  righthon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  that  we  need 
not  trouble  ourselves  very  much  about 
the  consistency  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
S6nth  Tyrone.  I  will  refer  to  some  of 
the  tu  quoques  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  directly.  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  when  I  see  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  riso,  except  with  his  Budget, 
I  know  that  four-fifths  of  his  speech  will 
he  founded  on  that  convincing  at^ment 
the  tu  quoqui,  and  he  has  become  such 
a  master  of  that  argument  that  he 
scarcely  employs  any  other  weapon. 
As  to  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone,  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  Cockermouth  Division  quoted 
his  speech  of  two  years  ago  denouncing 
the  wickedness  of  the  Bill  of  1 888 ;  but 
that  Bill  was  also,  I  presume,  a  Bill  for 
equitable  compensation.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  he  would  not  deceive  his  friends 
and  allies  by  introdacing  a  Bill  for  any 
compensation  if  it  was  not  equitable. 
Why  the  hon.  Member  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  oppose  so  vehemently  the  Bill  of 
1888,  and  to  support  with  equal  fervour 
the  Bill  of  1890,  they  both  being  Bills 
providing  for  equitable  compensation,  I 
am  unable  to  understand  or  explain. 
But  that,  after  all,  is  not  a  matter  of 
very  g^reat  consequence.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer has  thought  fit  to  make  an  attack 
upon  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  and  also  upon  a  much  more 
humble  individual,  myself;  and  he  stated, 
as  other  hon.  Members  opposite  up  and 
down  the  country  have  stated,  that  I 
hare  made  speeches  in  favour  of  compen- 
sation. But  one  thing  I  have  remarked, 
that  none  of  those  hon.  Members  have 
quoted  a  single  line  from  any  of  my 
speeches  in  favour  of  compensation.  I 
have  never  learned  the  law  as  it  has 
been  laid  down  by  the  present  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown.  I  have  always 
understood  the  law  to  be — ^and  I  took  it 
seven  years  ago  upDn  the  authority  of 
the  then  Law  OfiBcers  of  the  Crown — ^as 
it  was  laid  down  in  the  case  of  "  Sharp 
».  Wakefield,"  and  I  then  stated,  speaking 
for  the  Grovernment  of  that  day,  and 
standing  where  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  stood  when  he  charged  me 
with  maintaining  the  principle  of  com- 
pensation, that  no  case  had  been 
•  made  out  for  giving  compensation  on  the 


extinction  of  licences.  There  is  my 
answer  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer's tu  quoque.  As  far  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, I  defy  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  show  that  I  have  ever  said  any- 
thing inconsistent  with  that  statement. 
I  am  not  going  on  the  present  occasion 
to  enter  into  the  details  of  this  Bill, 
which  have  been  very  fully  discussed  ; 
but  I  think  that  it  will  be  of  some  little 
interest  to  speculate  and  to  conjectui« 
as  to  the  real  origin  of  this  BUI.  I 
confess  that  throughout  these  discussions 
I  have  felt  a  certain  sympathy  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  having 
the  conduct  of  this  Bill.  I  confess  I  do 
not  attribute  the  origin  of  this  Bill  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  have 
always  observed  a  sort  of  popular  fibre 
about  him  which  has  always  led  me  to 
feel  that  he  is.a  Liberal  accidentally  gone 
astray.  Therefore,  I  do  not  attribute 
the  origin  of  this  Bill  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  think  it  originated  in  a 
more  ingenious  and  subtle  brain,  and  I 
shonld  attribute  the  origin  of  it  rather  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  sits  near 
him,  and  who  I  should  describe  as  an 
accidental  Liberal,  who  has  now  returned 
to  his  natural  fold.  But  the  right  hon. 
C^entleman  has  entered  that  fold  as  a 
sort  of  Sinon,  and  he  has  landed  in  the 
middle  of  the  Tory  camp  a  wooden 
horse,  which  his  Colleagues  will  find  to 
be  rather  a  troublesome  gift  brought  to 
them  by  the  perfidious  Greek.  This  Bill 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  sort  of  a  thoroughly 
Liberal  TTnionist  scheme,  and  what  I 
mean  by  that  is  that  it  is  not  a  Liberal 
scheme,  and  not  a  Tory  scheme,  but  that 
it  is  a  Liberal  Unionist  scheme,  which 
pretends  to  be  one  thing  and  actually  is 
another;  and  I  do  not  know  anyone 
more  likely  to  have  invented  and  per- 
fected a  scheme  of  that  kind  than  the 
right  hon.  C^entleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  No  doubt  it  has  been 
devised  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the 
cause  of  temperance.  But  it  is  so 
devised  that,  in  the  opinion  of  all  who 
have  studied  the  temperance  question,  it 
will  produce  exactly  the  opposite  effect. 
But  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  too 
modest  to  assume  to  himself  the  whole 
credit  of  this  plan,  I  daresay  he  may 
have  been  assisted  also  by  his  fertile  and 
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ingeniooa  Colleague  who  generally  sits 
on  these  Benches — I  mean  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Birmingham.    My  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham has  so  many  plans  I  think  it  possible 
this  m^y  be  another.    Then,  in  order  to 
complete   the    system,    there    is   always 
the    hon.   Member    for    South    Tyrone, 
who     is     ready    to     be     godfather    to 
this   or   to  any  other  misbegotten  pro- 
geny.   I  think,  then,  that  I  have  attri- 
buted the   origin   of    this  Bill   to   the 
propsr  qturter.     I  think  that  we  should 
be  rather  interested  to  know  what  that 
combination   has   determined  in   secret 
conclave  to-day  as  to  its  future  coarse. 
We  have  heard  of  one  meeting  which 
had  a  disastrous  result,  and  now  there 
has  been  another  meeting  to  determine 
what  those  who  were  present  at  the  first 
meeting  shall  do  at  the  third  meeting. 
That  my  contention  was  not  altogether 
unfounded  has  been  proved  by  the  state- 
ment to-night  that  the  Government  are 
preptired  to  amend  their  Bill,  and  are 
going  to  accept  an  Amendment,  and  that 
Amendment  comes  from  the  Q«ntleman 
who  sits  at  the  end  of  this  Bench — 
another  illustrious    genius  —  my  right 
hon.  -Friend   the   Member  for  Grimsby 
(Mr.  Henoage).     He  is  the  only  person 
equal  to  the  task  of  amending  the  Bill. 
It  happens   that  one  of  the  chief  ques- 
tions under   discussion   in   this    Bill   is 
whether  or  not   the    proposals  of    the 
Government    will    interfere    with     the 
jurisdiction  of    the    Magistrates,    or,    if 
they   do  not  interfere  with   it   legally, 
whether  they  will  so  operate  as  to  give 
a  claim  to  licensed  houses  which,  in  fact, 
they  do  not  at  present  possess.      Well, 
Sir,  there  were  several  Amendments  to 
meet  that  on  this  Paper.     There  was  an 
Amendment  which  I  took  the  liberty  of 
putting  down.     I  will  say  nothing  about 
that.     But  there  was  the   Amendment 
put  down  by  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite, 
the  Member  for  one  of  the  Divisions  of 
Manchester  (Sir  W.  Houldsworth),  who 
speaks  in  this  House  as  a  representative 
of  the  Church  of  England  Temperance 
Society.     That  is  an  Amendment  which, 
if  any  Amendment  were  of  avail  at  all, 
certainly  declares  that — 

' '  Nothing  in  this  Act,  or  any  agreement  made 
thereunder,  shall  be  deemed  to  reocgniae  any 
right  or  claim  of  any  person  to  receive  com- 
pensation." 

Sir  W.  Harcourt 


VisconuT  CRANBOENE  (Lancashire, 
N.E.,  Darwen) :  I  rise  to  order.  I  wi^ 
to  ask  whether  the  right  hon.  G^entlemaa 
is  speaking  to  the  Question  % 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  garnishing  the  subject, 
but  he  is  not  out  of  order. 

SiE  W.  HARCOURT  :  It  is  a  subject 
that  requires  some  garnishing,  I  think, 
although  the  noble  Lord  does  not  seem  to 
like  the  sauce  with  which  I  am  dressing 
it.  Now,  I  venture  to  say  that  what  I 
am  about  to  observe  is  perfectly  germane 
to  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  BiU  has  said.  He  referred 
to  the  Amendment  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  on  this  Bench  as  the  Amendment 
which  was  to  give  security  against  the 
fears  we  entertain  of  the  consequences  of 
this  Bill.  I  may  siy  that  there  was  an 
Amendment  in  strong,  plain,  definite 
terms  on  this  subject  put  down  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Man- 
chester (Sir  W.  Houldsworth)  as  showing 
the  arguments  of  the  Church  of  England 
Temperance  Society,  and  that  Amend- 
ment the  Government  have  rejected. 

•Mk.  RITCHIE  :  What  right  has  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  I 

SiE  W.  HARCOURT:  I  wiU  tell  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  why  I  say  they 
have  rejected  it.  They  cannot  accept 
two  Amendments  on  the  very  same 
subject ;  if  they  accept  the  Amendment 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Grimsby,  they  cannot  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite. 
•Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  Amendment  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  (Irimsby  was  the  first  Amendment 
on  the  subject  on  the  Paper,  and  it 
seemed  to  the  Government  fully  to  cany 
out  the  intention  of  my  hon.  Friend 
behind  me,  of  whom  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  spoken ;  but  if  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  will 
reconcile  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  to 
the  Bill,  I  think  there  will  be  do 
difficulty  in  our  accepting  it. 

SiE  W.  HARCOURT :  I  am  delighted 
that  I  am  going  to  rob  my  right  hon. 
Friend  of  the  honour  of  amending  the 
Government  proposal.  I  have  taken  the 
precaution,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  see  on  the  Paper,  of  amending  my 
right  hon.  Friend's  Amendment  by 
striking  out  his  words  and  pattmg  in 
the    words   of   the    hon.    Bajronet   the 
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Member  for  Manchester.  I  am. 
veiy  glad,  therefore,  to  hear  that  we 
have  got  rid  of  the  weak  liqnor  of  mj 
right  hos.  Friend,  and  that  we  have 
made  a  little  better  blend  of  it.  So  far, 
80  good.  Well,  now,  a  great  deal  has 
been  said  upon  a  matter  which  is  of  great 
importance — apon  the  operation  of  this 
Bill  as  it  will  t^ect  the  brewer  and  the 
pnbhcan.  That  is  a  very  material  ques- 
tion. The  right  bon.  Gentleman  has 
expressed  an  intention  of  making  pro- 
vision for  the  publican  as  distinguished 
from  the  brewer  ;  but  I  think  it  is  a  very- 
great  pity,  if  he  intends  to  do  that,  that 
he  has  pat  down  no  Amendment  on  the 
Paper.  Gentlemen  opposite  complain  of 
the  length  to  which  these  Debates  go ; 
bat,  surely,  if  the  Government  wish  to 
shorten  them,  they  should  put  upon  the 
Pt^r  those  Amendments  which  they 
intend  to  press  by  argument.  I  got  a 
letter  the  other  ^y  upon  a  case,  which 
is  not  an  imaginary  case  such  as  the 
hen.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
spoken  of.  There  was  a  woman  who 
kept  a  small .  free  public  house.  The 
owner  sold  it  to.  the  brewer,  who  gave  a 
considerable  sum  for  it.  The  whole  of 
the  money  was  divided  between  the 
brewer  and  the  owner,  and  the  woman 
,  vho  kept  the  house  was  turned  out  and 
got  no  compensation.  If  the  brewer  and 
the  owner  give  no  compensation  to  their 
tenant,  it  seems  to  me  that  they  are  the 
last  persons  in  the  world  who  ought  to 

set  up  a  claim    to    this    compensation. 

With  reference  to  this  Bill,  I  complain 

of  the  conduct  of  the  Ck>vemment  in  this 

respect.     They   complain    that    we  are 

wasting  time  over  this  Bill.       Well,  Sir, 

I  am  veiy  sorry  that  we  are  spending 

time  over  jt ;  I  would  much  rather  have 

spent  time  oyer  other  Bills  which  were 

mentioned  in  the  Queen's  Speech.       The 

hon.  Member. for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T. 

W.   Russell),    in    a  lucid  interval    of 

indignation    against    the    Government, 

asked  the   other  day  whether    it  was 

intended  to  proceed  with  Bills  not  men- 
tion^ in  the  Queen's  Speech  before  BUls 

which  were  mentioned.     I  would  much 

rather  we  were  discassing  the  Employers' 

Liability  Bill,  or  a  Bill   relating  to   the 

pnblic  health  of  the  Metropolis,  or  to  the 

dwellings  of    the   working    classes,    or 

Friendly  Societies.  All  these  were  in  the 

Queen's  Speech,  and  yet  here  we  are  dis- 


ouBsing  a  Bill  sprung  upon  us  in  a  Sup- 
plementary Budget  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  The  Gtovemment  com- 
plain of  the  opposition  we  are  offering  tO' 
this  Bill.  They  havp  received  connsel 
from  outside  that  they  should  force  this- 
Bill  through  the  House  by  means  of  the 
Closure  and  all  other  available  resources. 
I  am  bound  to  say  to  the  best  of  their 
ability  they  have  followed  that  advice. 
Night  after  night  and  time  after  time- 
we  have  seen  the  leader  of  the  House-' 
getting  up  to  move  the  Closure,  and  he- 
has  been  met  by  the  rebuke — ^the  de 
served  rebuke  of  the  Speaker  or  the 
Chairman.  ["  No,  no  !  "]  It  is  no  use  to 
deny  it,  because  it  is  entered  upon  the 
Journals  of  the  House.  It  has  happened 
on  former  nights — it  has  happened  to- 
night. What  are  the  reasons  that  are 
given  foi;  rushing  this  Bill  through  th& 
House  ?  ["  Oh  ! "]  Tes,  you  have  not 
succeeded,  and  you  -will  not,  but  it  is  not 
for  want  of  trying.  The  reasons  giveii 
for  forcing  on  this  Bill  and  endeavouring 
it  to  get  it  out  of  the  way  have  been 
most  frankly  and  even  cynically  avowed. 
It  is  said  that  it  is  so  unpopular  that  you 
must  get  rid  of  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
That  is  quite  true  in  regard  to  its  un- 
popularity. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  charge  of  this  BUI  has  read  us  some- 
extracts  from  a  newspaper.  I  -will  read 
an  extract  from  the  leading  organ 
of  the  Liberal  Unionist  Party  in  the 
West  of  England,  the  Western  Morning 
Netos.  That  organ  of  the  Liberal 
Unionist  Party  says : — 

"  It  is  becomiDK  daily  more  evident  that  the- 
details  of  the  BiU,  as  it  stands,  are  creating 
profound  dissatisfaction.  liberal  Unionists 
feel  that  they  are  especially  responsible  for  th» 
flagrant  omissions  and  imperfections  which 
characterise  the  UoTemment  measare.  It  i» 
they  who  sustain  the  Uovemment  in  office. 
It  is  they  who  will  have  the  power  at  any 
future  election  to  sway  the  fate  of  Parties. 
This  sense  of  responsibility  has  prompted 
decided  action.  The  temperance  men  of  DeTOD 
and  Cornwall  are  in  arms  against  the  measure 
HS  now  framed.  Ther  believe  it  to  be  an  honest, 
bat  misguided  attempt  to  deal  with  the  liquor 
question.  8o  manliest  has  this  become  that- 
the  executive  of  the  Liberal  Unionist  Central 
Organisation  for  Devon  and  Cornwall  have- 
been  impelled  to  adopt  vigorous  measures, 
'liioy  have  represented  to  Lord  Wolmer,  and. 
through  him  to  the .  Quvemment,  that  they 
cannot  allow  themselves  to  be  made  responsible 
for  the  Bill  in  its  existing  shape.  They  have- 
urged  the  gr.afting  into  the  measure  of  th» 
modifications  and  amendments  so  irell  set  forth. 
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by  Mr.  Powell  Williamt,  Liberal  Unionist 
Member  for  South  Birmingham  in  a  recent 
letter  to  the  Tiiiut.  They  have  pointed  out 
that  unless  some  proposals  are  adopted,  or  the 
Bill  be  withdrawn,  the  Liberal  Unionists  of  the 
West  will  be  so  alienated  as  to  endanger  the 
cohesion  of  the  Party." 

Now,  this  is  why  I  say  it  is  extremely 
interesting  to  know  what  were  the  con- 
clusions come  to  at  the  meeting  held 
this  afternoon  on  the  subject  of  this  Bill. 
This  Liberal  Unionist  writer  puts  it  in 
this  way : —  , 

"  It  is  possible  that  the  0  ovemment  might 
even  force  the  Bill  through  Parliament,  but 
they  would  do  so  at  their  peril.  The  next 
General  Election,  and  any  bye-election  which 
may  occur  in  the  interval  in  the  Western 
Counties  would  show  that,  in  taking  up  such  a 
.position,  they  were  disastrously  misguided." 

Well,  on  account  of  the  unpopularity  of 
this  measure,  it  is  thought  extremely 
desirable  that  the  Bill  should  be  got 
through  the  House  as  soon  as  it  possibly 
'Can  be.  I  think  it  is  a  test  measure, 
because  if  you  can  get  your  majority  to 
swallow  it,  it  is  certain  you  can  get  them 
to  swallow  anything  else.  Bat  Gentle- 
men opposite  will,  of  course,  consider 
their  own  policy  and  judge  of  their  own 
interests.  We  also  have  to  judge  of  the 
•course  we  ought  to  pursue.  We  are 
determined  to  offer  to  the  very  end 
every  resistance  which  the  law  of  Parlia- 
ment allows  us.  You  are  determined  to 
press  it  on.  We  are  determined  to  oppose 
it.  You  will  try  on  the  Closure  over 
and  over  again,  as  you  have  tried  already. 
But  in  our  opinion,  in  employing  such 
methods  to  pass  such  a  Bill  as  this,  you 
will  only  increase  the  indignation  and 
•disgust  with  which  the  country  regards 
this  measure  and  your  conduct  in/ forcing 
it  on.  We  believe,  as  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
has  said,  and  as  one  of  your  own 
supporters  has  said,  that  this  Bill  strikes 
a  £»ta1  blow  at  the  future  hopes  of  tem- 
perance. Ymi  have  heard  the  views  of 
jronr  own  supporters — ^you  have  had  a 
Balaam  from  Stepney,  and  the  Member 
for  North  Camberwell  (Mr.  Kelly)  has 
announced  his  intention  of  voting  against 
the  Bill.  What  independent  support 
have  you  received  for  your  measure? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
this  Bill  thought  it  necessary  to  parade 
such  authorities  as  he  could.  I  do  not 
think  he  made  much  out  of  his  Wesleyan 
friends.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Sir  W.  Harcourt 


Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  and  my  right  hon.  Frien  d  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Brigg  Division  (Mr.  Waddy) 
have  disposed  of  those  Wesleyan  allies. 
You  say  that  this  measure  is  misunder- 
stood. You  say  that  it  is  condemned 
only  by  people  who  are  ignorant  of  its 
true  character.  You  may  attribute  to 
us  tliat  we  are  actuated  by  Party  motives. 
You  may  attribute  to  the  masses  of  the 
people  who  are  collected  together  on  this 
subject  that  some  of  them  have  not 
studied  all  the  clauses  of  the  Bill.  That 
may  be  true,  but  can  you  pretend,  or  is 
there  the  smallest  foundation  for  saying, 
that  the  non-political,  the  non-partisan 
advocates  of  the  temperance  cause 
are  not  overwhelmingly  against  you! 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  written  bjr 
Archdeacon  Farrar.  He  is  not  an 
ignorant  man.  He  is  not  a  partisan. 
He  is  not  a  political  man.  The  Under 
Secretary  jeers  at  Archdeacon  Farrar. 
I  do  not  know  what  right  he  has  to  jeer. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Long, 
Wilts,  Devizes)  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man accuses  me  of  jeering  at  Archdeacon 
Farrar.  I  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  Arch- 
deacon Farrar  was  not  a  political  man, 
and  I  did  smile  at  that  remark.  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  jeer  at  Archdeacon  Farrar, 
for  he  is  a  man  for  whom  I  have  always 
had  a  most  unlimited  respect. 

SiE  W.  HARCOURT :  AU  I  can  say, 
then,  is  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  an  unlimited  respect  for  Archdeacon 
Farrar  he  will  probably  believe  the 
statements  in  his  letter.  He  begins  by 
saying,  "  I  dislike  to  meddle  with  ques- 
tions which  assume  a  political  aspect." 
The  letter  is,  we  may  say,  prefaced 
by  the  declaration  that  he  has  never 
been  actuated  by  political  prejudice. 
What  does  he  say  on  this  subject  'i  He 
says  he  adopts  the  phrase  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothkin, 
that  this  is  a  plan  for  "  establishing  and 
endowing  "  the  liquor  traffic,  and  then  he 
says  this  of  it,  and  I  think  it  as  good  a 
definition  as  I  have  seen  : — 

"  And  this  will  be  done  by  a  side  wind.  It 
will  be  done  in  an  accidental  and  indirect  way, 
which  nevertheless  involves  a  decisive  recogni- 
tion by  Parliament  of  a  bad  principle,  and 
which  will  perpetuate  on  oar  necks  and  the 
necks  of  our  chudren's  children  a  yoke  which 
neither  we  nor  our  fathers  were  able  to  btar. 
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And  this,  we  are  told,  is  a  scheme  deviwd  to 
help  those  who  are  battling  with  intemperance. 
....  It  is  all  very  well  for  those  who  support 
these  most  deplorable  proposals  to  declare  that 
they  leave  the  piinciple  of  compensation  un- 
tooched  for  future  decision.  They  may  rail 
at  onr  ignorance  and  obtaseness,  and  set  it  aside 
as  due  to  the  pig.headedness  of  '  temperance 
&Datics.'  If  such  language  amuses  them,  let 
then  indulge  in  it.  Bat  let  them  remember 
that  the  supporters  of  the  drink  interest  and 
their  own  must  ardent  defenders  in  the  Press 
take  exactly  the  same  view  of  the  meaning  of 
these  clauses  as  ourselves." 

He  then  ends  in  this  way  : — 

"  Is  this,  then,  the  time  at  which  the  nation 
should  cease  to  make  that  trade  more  irresistible 
by  helping  to  perpetuate  the  deadly  fascination 
which  it  exerts  over  the  weak  and  the  miserable  f 
Is  this  the  time  at  which  to  pamper  still  further 
its  bloated  and  ominous  prosperity  P  Doubtless 
the  Government  may  use  its  Parliamentary 
majority  to  pass  these  obnoxious  clauses ;  but 
history  has  taught  us  that  there  are  some 
Tictones.which  are  more  difaitrous  than  defeats, 
and  some  defeats  or  withdrawals  which  are 
safer  and  more  honourable  than  victories.  If 
these  clauses  are  passed  in  the  teeth  of  the 
lemoostrances  of  such  multitudes  of  earnest 
temperance  workers,  who  in  this  matter  are 
guided  by  motives  absolutely  patriotic  and  die- 
ioterrsted," 

— [Ironical  Ministerial  clteers.]  —  Ton 
deny  that  the  motives  of  the  temperance 
workers  are  patriotic  and  disinterested  1 
["No!"]  What,  then,  is  the  meaning 
of  yonr  cheer  t 

"it  may,  I  think,  be  safely  prophesied  that 
the  Conservative  hopes  of  return  to  power  after 
the  dissolution  of  this  Parliament  will  hang 
npon  a  spider's  thread." 

The  Under  Secretary  says  he  has  a  great 
respect  for  Archdeacon  Farrar,  therefore 
I  am  sore  he  will  be  glad  to  have  heard 
his  sentiments  on  this  matter.  Sir,  I 
adopt  those  sentiments,  every  word  of 
them.  Those  are  the  sentiments  and 
principles  which  animate  the  opponents 
d  this  Bill.  Holding  those  sentiments, 
believing  them  to  be  well  fonnded,  yon 
Duty  depend  upon  it  that  to  the  end  we 
shadl,  by  erery  means  in  our  power, 
resist  and  cndeaTonr  to  defeat  this  Bill. 
We  believe,  nay,  we  are  confident,  that,  in 
doing  80,  we  have  the  support  of  the 
great  mrjority  of  this  nation.  We 
accept  the  issue  you  have  joined  upon 
this  matter.  You  ifi&j  overpower  us  by 
your  majority  to-day ;  but  you  may 
depend  npon  it  that  in  the  appeal  which 
mnst^  sooner  or  later,  be  made  to  the 
judgment  of  this  country,  you  will  re- 
ceive its  final  condemnation. 


*(1 1.28.)  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAI* 
(Sir  R.  Webstbb,  Isle  of  Wight)  :  I 
confess  it  is  somewhat  disappointing 
to  say  a  word  after  such  a  speech 
as  we  have  heard  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  In  the  course  of  that 
speech  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  noti 
advanced  one  single  argument  in  supports 
of  the  Amendment  before  the  (Committee. 
His  speech  is,  no  doubt,  an  excellent  indi- 
cation of  the  kind  of  opposition  which  he 
has  twice  over  told  us  is  going  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  passage  of  this  BilL  By 
every  means  in  their  power  the  passage 
of  the  Bill  is  going  to  be  opposed  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  WeU,  Sir,  if  that 
means  that  time  is  to  be  wasted  ["  No, 
no  "] — as  effectively  wasted — by  those 
who  support  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a» 
it  has  been  wasted  by  himself  during  the 
last  half-hour,  I  think  there  will  be  a^ 
very  lai^e  majority  of  Members  who  will 
think  that  the  time  for  putting  on  the 
Closure  will  very  soon  arrive.  [Cries  of 
"  Order !  "]  Having  ventured,  with  all 
respect,  to  remind  the  House  of  the- 
character  of  the  speech  to  which  we- 
have  just  listened,  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  with  reference  to  the  observation 
he  made  to  the  effect  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  indulged 
in  nothing  but  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  called-  tu  quoque. 
Those  who  heard  and  those  who  read 
that  speech  will  judge  whether  the  criti- 
cism is  a  just  one.  I  confess  I  am 
always  amused  at  the  querulous  tone  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  speaks 
of  the  subject  of  tu  quoque.  I  feel  that 
when  his  epitaph  comes  to  be  written  I 
should  pat  it  in  five  words  "  Consistency, 
thy  name  is  Harcourt."  I  will  tell  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  why  he  objects  to 
tu  quoque.  If  he  can  find  out  that  some: 
Member  of  the  Government  is  not 
quite  of  the  same  mind  that  he  was  two 
or  three  years  ago,  he  thinks  it  quite  fair 
argument  to  quote  some  speech  against 
him. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:    I  have  not 
quoted  any  speech. 

•Sir  R.  WEBSTER:  I  am  not 
referring  only  to  the  pt«sent  occa- 
sion. But  if  any  one  quotes  a  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himseU,  or 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian,  it  is  a  different  matter  alto- 
gether, an^  the  opinion  they  expressed 
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a  short  time  9/go  is  altogether  an  accident. 
I  will  ask  the  House  to  note  the  difference 
between  the  speech  to  which  thej  have 
just  listened,  and  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian.  Whatever 
may  be  said  of  the  utterances  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Derby,  I  do  not 
«nppo8e  that  the  followers  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  will  sug- 
gest that  ererything  he  has  said  on  this 
subject  during  the  last  10  or  15  years  is 
to  pass  for  nothing.  There  hare  been 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian,  and  by  Members  speaking  with 
his  sanction  and  concurrence,  and  by 
«dYOcateB  of  the  Party^  entitled  to  great 
respect,  utterances,  some  of  which 
were  referred  to  by  the  Cianoellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  which  amount  to 
this — that  the  trade  we  propose  to 
deal  with  by  this  Bill  has  been 
told,  over  and  over  again,  that  their 
business  is  being  carried  on  under  legal 
sanction,  and  such  speeches  and  state- 
ments have  been  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  not  hastily,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  occupying  time,  but 
with  the  view  of  indicating  a  definite 
and  distinct  policy,  statements  under  the 
ijanction  of  which  has  grown  up  a  trade 
on  the  strength  of  which  capital  has  been 
spent  which  ought  to  be  respected.  I 
put  it  as  a  practical  question  to  hon. 
Members  opposite,  who  desire  to  approach 
tiie  question  fairly,  and  not  in  the  spirit 
of  the  speech  we  have  just  listened  to — 
Are  yon  prepared  to  close  every  pablic 
honse  1  Is  it  within  the  rang^  of 
practical  politics  that  any  scheme  should 
be  entertained  for  closing  all  public 
houses?  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Qladstone)  would  say 
it  would  be  absurd  to  introduce  a  Bill 
for  that  purpose.  Sach  a  proposal  could 
be  made  only  by  those  who  are  looking 
forward  to  some  Utopia,  and  it  could  not 
possibly  receive  legislative  sanction.  If 
once  you  recognise  you  cannot  close 
all  public  houses  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  in  any  scheme  yon  should  abstain 
from  doing  injustice  to  those  whose 
business  is  taken  away,  while  taking 
«are  that  yon  do  not  raise  the  cost  of 
-acquiring  the  public  houses  that  remain. 
Any  scheme  for  reducing  the  number  of 
licences,  subject  to  those  conditions,  must 
approach  this  question  from  the  stand- 
point taken  by  the  Qovemment  in  this 
Bill  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
Sir  B.  Webster 


repeated  the  statement  that  the  law  o! 
the  subject,  as  now  laid  down  by  the  I*w 
Advisers  of  the  Crown,  is  different  from 
the  law  received  from  those  officers  seren 
years  ago,  I  am  utterly  unaware  of  any 
difference  between  past  and  present  Lhw 
Advisers  on  this  particular  question.  I 
have  never  stated  my  opinion  on  this 
matter  in  the  House  before,  and  I  now 
say  most  distinctly  that  the  case  of 
"  Sharp  V.  Wakefield  "  was  decided  npon 
special  and  particular  grounds,  npon 
which,  if  ever  that  case  comes  to  be 
argued  in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  mnst 
be  decided  in  the  same  way  ;  and  I  saj 
it  is  no  authority  whatever  upon  the 
question  of  what  would  be  the  duty  of 
the  Magistrates  if  they  called  upon  a 
person  who  was  entitled  to  the  renewal 
of  a  licence  to  come  before  them  and 
thought  fit  to  refuse  the  renewal  of  the 
licence.  [Opposition  cheers.']  Hon. 
Gentleman  may  cheer,  but  I  am  not 
giving  an  expression  of  opinion  simply 
for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  gain 
an  advantage  in  argument. 

Sib  W.  HARCOUBT:  Of  coarse 
everybody  knows  the  Magistrate  must 
call  the  applicant  before  them. 

•Sib  R.  WEBSTER :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  forgets  that  in  nine  cases  oni 
of  ten,  if  not  in  99  out  of  100,  the 
licences  are  renewed  without  the  holders 
or  applicants  being  called  upon  to 
appear,  and  without  there  being  any 
power  in  the  Magistrates  to  call  them 
before  them.  I  am  dealing  with  the 
question  as  a  matter  of  practical  ex- 
perience. I  freely  admit,  and  I  have 
never  said  anything  to  the  contrary, 
that  the  Magistrates,  having  before 
them  the  applicant  for  a  licence,  are 
entitled  to  exercise  a  discretion  as  to 
whether  it  should  be  renewed;  and 
that  discretion,  if  exercised  on  proper 
grounds,  is  absolute.  I  have  not  stated 
anything  contrary  to  that  at  any  time 
or  place ;  bat  if  the  Magistrates  de- 
cline to  renew  the  licence  simply  on 
the  ground  that  there  are  too  many 
licences  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  are 
not  exercising  a  judicial  discretion,  and 
they  wonld  not  be  warranted  by  their 
position  in  arriving  at  such  a  conclu- 
sion. The  right  hon.  Member  may  shake 
his  head,  but  I  am  bound  to  state  my 
view  that  if  ever  that  question  coioes 
to  be  examined,  the  Courts  of  Law 
will  not  support   the   Magistrates  who 
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take  that  position.  I  am  well  aware 
that  there  are  -obiter  dicta  in  "  Sharp  v. 
Wakefield"  which  may  be  thought  to 
point  to  a  contrary  conclusion  ;  but  the 
case  was  decided  with  reference  to  a 
particular  fact,  and  the  decision  was  not 
intended  to  lay  down  any  general  principle 
of  any  kind.  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
pointing  out  that  the  speech  of  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
afforded  no  argument  which  ought  to  in- 
duce the  Committee  to  support  the 
Amendment.  That  speech  contained 
many  graceful  flowers  of  oratory,  which, 
however  interesting  to  hear,  did  not  add 
much  to  the  enlightenment  of  the  Com 
mittee.  Treating  the  proposals  of  the 
Groverament  as  they  are  entitled  to  be 
treated — as  a  straightforward  and  honest 
attempt  to  deal  with  this  question  on  a 
basis  of  equity  and  justice — I  submit 
that  the  Amendment  ought  to  be  rejected 
by  a  large  majority. 

(11.40.)  Mr.  BiTCHTE  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  279  ; 
Noes  238.— (Div.  List,  No.  133.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "That  the 
words  '  (ii.)  The  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds  shall  be 
applied  for  such  extinction  of  licences  in 
England '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

(11.54.)  The  Committee  divided: — 
Ayes  275;  Noes  243.— (Div.  List,  No. 
134.) 

It  being  after  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  B«port  to  the 
Honse. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Mon^y  next. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Is  this  Bill  to  be  the  first  Order  on 
Monday  t 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  Yes. 

Mk.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  :  I  wish  to  ask  whether,  after 
this  extiemsly  significant  Division,  the 
right  hon.  G«ntleman  intends  to  persevere 
with  this  clause  ] 

Sib  W.  LAWSON  (Cumberland, 
Gockermontb) :  Do  the  Government 
intend  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  day  after 
day? 


Mb,  GOSCHBN  :  The  hon.  Baronet 
will  remember  the,  declarations  made  by 
the  Leader  of  the  House,  and  to  those 
declarations  we,  of  course,  adhere. 

PAUPER  LUNATIC  ASYLUMS  (IRELAND) 
(OFFICERS'    SUPERANNUATION) 

BILL.- (No.  140.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Wednesday  next. 

MOTION. 


POST  OFFICE  MAIL  CONTRACT  (EAST 
COAST  OF  AFRICA,  ZANZIBAR). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  the  contract  with  the  British  India 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  dated  February 
5,  1890,  for  the  conveyance  of  mails  between 
Loudon  and  the  East  Coast  of  Africa  (Zanzibar) 
be  approved." — (Mr.  Jaekton.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  B^iore  the 
House  agrees  to  this,  I  think,  we  may 
ask  that  some  explanation  sliould  be 
given. 

•The  under  SECRETARY  qp  STATE 
FOE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  J. 
Febousson,  Manchester,  N.E.) :  This 
matter  was  before  the  House .  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply.  The  contract  is  to 
provide  a  subsidy  of  £16,000  a.  year  for 
steamers  running  to  ZaDziba,r.  The 
German  Government  have  given  a 
subsidy  of  £45,000  to  their,  line  of 
steamers,  and  considering  the  great 
interests  of  this  country  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  it  is  very  necessaiy  tfiat  the 
steam  service  should  be  maintained.  Tlfe 
origin  of  the  service  was  in  connection 
with  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  our  commercial  interests  ,in  that 
part  of  the  world  have  vastly  increased. 
The  whole  matter  was  fully  debated  in 
Committee  of  Supply,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  now  sanction  the .  contract, 
which  is, .  I  think,  upon  commercial 
terms.  The  rate  of  speed  ,is  not 
excessive,  but  the  means  of  communica- 
tion BO  necessary  for  our  interests  will 
be  maintained. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  do  not  wish  to 
impose  any  formidable  obstade,  but  I 
have  not  seen  the  contract,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  told  us'-  what  is 
in  it. 
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The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.)  :  It 
has  beea  before  the  House  for  three 
weeks. 

Mk.  CONYBEARE  :  But  the  Motion 
appears  for  the  first  time  to-day. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  No ;  it  appeared  last 
Friday. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE:  I  want  to  ask,  in 
the  first  place,  whether  the  contract  was 
accepted  with  the  British  India  Steam 
Navigation  Company  upon  open  tender  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tells  ns  the  rate  of  speed  of 
these  vessels  is  not  great.  That  is  an 
important  consideration,  and,  unless  we 
have  some  more  satisfactory  assaranca,  I 
shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  oppose  the 
taking  of  this  matter  to-night.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred  to  the 
necessity  of  competing  with  Germany  in 
this  matter  of  steam  communication 
between  this  country  and  Zanzibar,  bat 
if  we  have  a  good  service  it  is  desirab  e 
that  the  rate  of  speed  should  be  some- 
thing better  than  obtains  in  the  services 
in  the  Eastern  seas,  The  P.  and  0. 
stsamers  are  not  required  to  do  more 
than  12 J  knots,  and  I  have  had  ex- 
perience of  the  slow  rate  in  the  Brindisi 
and  Bombay  service.  Yet  in  the 
Indian  Ocean,  as  is  well  known,  there 
is  not  the  stormy  weather  Atlantic 
liners  have  to  contend  against,  and 
they  can  do  16  or  17  knots. 
Then  I  ask  for  some  information  as  to 
the  minimum  time  of  steaming  fixed  in 
this  contract,  the  length  of  the  con- 
tract, and  whether  the  mails  will  be 
despatched  weekly,  fortnightly,  or 
mmthly. 

Dr.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  College)  : 
If  the  contract  is  sanctioned  by  this 
House,  will  it  be  binding  on  the  Dapart- 
ment.or  may  it  afterwards  be  over-ridden 
in  conseqaence  of  the  decision  of  the 
Solicitor  to  the  Treasury,  as  was  done  in 
a  recent  instance  1  I  do  not  think  the 
action  of  the  House  in  sanctioning  a 
contract  ought  to  be  over- ridden ;  it 
is  reducing  oar  proceedings  to  a  mere 
farce. 

(12.33.)  Dr.  tanner  (Cork,  Mid)  : 
I  must  protest  most  strongly  against 
important  business  of  this  nature  being 
taken  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  night.  I 
may  say  I  was  surprised  to  see  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  AfEairs.  put 


up  to  speak  on  this  question,  seeing  that 
he  was  recently  appointed  a  Director  of 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company. 
People,  who  are  interested  in  these 
questions  should  have  nothing  to  say 
upon  them.  I  bog  to  move,  in  the 
absence  of  a  satisfactory  explanation  od 
the  points  raised,  that  the  Debate  be  now 
adjourned. 

(12.37.)  Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  sorry 
to  think  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Camborne  has  not  had  time  to  read  the 
contract  and  the  statement  regarding  it, 
issued  by  the  Treasury  some  weeks  ago. 
This  Motion  is  not  down  for  the  first 
time  to-day.  It  has  been  on  the  Paper 
since  before  the  Rscess,  and  it  was 
down  for  last  Friday.  The  minimum 
speed  under  the  contract  is  10  knots  an 
hour.  The  hon.  Member  has  referred  to 
the  fact  that  Atlantic  steamers  make  high 
rates  of  spaed,  but  it  is  not  possible  in 
hot  climates  to  equal  the  speed  of  those 
vessels.  Even  if  we  could  the  cost 
would  be  so  enormous  that  I  do  not 
think  the  House  would  sanction  the 
charge  in  view  of  the  small  saving  of 
time  that  woald  be  effected.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Cork  has  spoken  of  the 
conn^tion  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  with 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company. 
But  this  company  with  which  the  con- 
tract is  made  may  be  considered  a  rival 
to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Com- 
pany. 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  merely  said  they 
were  hand  and  glove. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  And  my  reply  is 
that  they  are  rivals  in  trade.  As  to  the 
period  of  the  contract,  it  was  made  last 
year,  and  at  the  time  it  was  very  difficult 
to  decide  the  permanent  policy  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  speed  and 
the  frequency  of  the  service.  The  con- 
tract is,  therefore,  made  only  for  two 
years,  and  will  expire  next  year.  I 
can  assure  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
College  Division  of  Glasgow,  who  has 
referred  to  an  old  grievance  with  refer- 
ence to  the  action  of  the  Treasury  in 
the  -case  of  a  former  contract,  that  this 
contract  will  ba  adhered  to  in  ereiy 
particular  if  the  House  gives  its  sanc- 
tion to  it. 

Qaestion  put,  and  agreed  ta 

Hoose  adjonrned  at  a  qnaiter 

befoK  One  o'clock  till 

Monday  next. 
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Lords  Gommitteea  for  Priyileges;  and 
that  their  Lordships  do  meet  to  take  the 
same  into  consideration  To-morrow  at 
half-past  Three  o'clock,  and  do  report 
their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  Bouse. 


THE  CENSUS— PETITION. 
•Lord  BALFOUR  op  BURLEIGH: 
Mj  Lords,  1  have  to  present  a  Petition 
from  the  Q«neral  Assemhlj  of  the 
Chnroh  of  Scotland,  the  prayer  of  which 
states  that  the  petitioners  are  desirons 
that  the  connection  with  different  deno- 
minations of  the  people  of  Scotland 
shonld  be  definitely  and  authoritatively 
ascertained,  and  that  this  should  be 
done  in  taking  the  next  Census.  I 
understond  that  this  Petition  is  pre- 
sented because  in  the  course  of  certain 
recent  events,  importance  has  been 
attached  by  some  people  to  the  argu- 
ment which  may  be  deduced  from 
there  being  a  majority  of  ihose  who 
adhere  to  one  denomination  rather  than 
to  another.  Without  expressing  any 
qvinion  upon  the  validiiy  or  usefulness 
<rf  that  argument,  I  desire  to  say,  on 
behalf  of  tiie  General  Assembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  that  their  desire  is 
that  the  exact  state  of  matters,  be  it 
what  it  may,  should  be  ascertained. 

nSHBBT  BOABD  (SCOTLANIl)  BILL. 
A.  Bill  tu  alter  the  constitution  of  the 
Fiihery  Board  for  Scotland  ;  and  to  amend  the 
law  in  regard  to  mussel  fisheries  in  Scotland — 
was  presented  by  the  Lord  Ker  {JU.  Lothian)  ; 
read  1*;  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  121.) 

HIS  BOYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF 
CLAKENCE  AND  AVONDALE. 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  acquainted 
the  House,  by  the  Queen's  command — 

"That  Her  Majesty  had  heen  giaoioaaly 
pleaied  to  iosqe  Letters  Patent,  dated  the  24th 
day  of  May,  creating  His  Boyal  Highnees 
Piince  Albert  Christian  Edvard  Duke  of 
Clarence  and  Avondale,  whereby  his  said  Royal 
Highneaa  obtained  a  right  to  tat  and  Tote  among 
their  Lordships  in  Parliament ;  and  Her  Ma- 
jesty recommended  it  to  the  House  to  consider 
of  the  place  his  said  Royal  Highness  should 
occupy  in  the  Hoose." 

Ordered,  That  the  matter  with  which 
the  Marquess  of  Salisbury  has  acquainted 
the  House,  by  Her  Majesty's  command, 
be  referred  to   the  consideration  of  the 

VOL.  C!CCXLV.      [thied  seeks.] 


STANDING  ORDERS. 
The  Eabl  of  MORLET  :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  move  the  Amendment  which 
sfcand  in  my  name  of  Standing  Order  Nd. 
47.  The  object  of  the  Amendment  is 
that  the  noble  Lord,  who  is  in  charge  of 
any  Bill,  should  ex  officio  be  a  Member  of 
the  Standing  Committee  to  which  that 
Bill  is  referred. 

Moved,  that  Standing  Order  No. 
XLVII.  be  amended  as  follows : 

Note. — The  words  underlined  are  to 
be  omitted,  and  the  words  printed  in 
Italics  are  to  be  inserted. 

The  Standing  Committees  shall  con- 
sist in  all  of  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Lords,  and  each  Committee 
shall  not  consist  of  less  than  fifteen  Lords, 
to  be  nominated  by  the  Committee  of  Se- 
lection, who  The  Lord  in  charge  of  a- 
Bill  committed  to  a  Standing  Committee 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  Committee- 
during  the  consideration  of  such  Bill. 
The  Committee  of  Selection  shall  have 
power  to  dischai^e  Lords  with  their 
assent  from  time  to  time,  and  to  appoint- 
others  in  substitution  for  those  dis- 
charged, and  The  Committee  of  Se- 
lection shall  also  have  power  to 
add  not  more  than  ten  Lords 
to  a  Standing  Committee,  in  re- 
spect of  any  Bill  committed  to  a- 
Standing  Committee,  to  serve  on  the 
Committee  during  the  consideration  at 
such  Bill.— (y^e  Earl  of  Morley.) 

On  question,  agreed  to. 

THE  CENSUS  OF  1891. 
•The  Eael  or  CAMPERDOWN :  My 
Lords,  as  the  time  is  now  approaching 
very  closely  when  arrangements  must 
be  made  for  the  Census  of  1891, 1  think 
it  desirable  to  bring  under  your  Lord- 
ships' notice  a  point  with  reference  to 
the  Census  which  has  been  raised  on 
more  than  one  previous  occasion.  I  think 
it  desirable,  especially  under  present 
circumstances,  with  regard  to  which  I 
have  to  say  a  word  or  two  presently,  •• 
2  N 
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that  there  shoald  be  in  the  Census 
papers  for  1889  a  column  showing  the 
religious  persuasion  of  all  the  persons 
whose  names  are  returned.  I  think  that 
as  this  matter  has  been  mixed  np  some- 
times with  ecclesiastical  questions,  it 
may  be  as  well  to  say  that  I  do  not 
make  the  Motion  after,  having  conferred 
with  the  Representatives  of  any  Church, 
or  in  the  interests  of  any  Church,  or 
againsttheinterestsof  anyChurch.  Imake 
this  Motion  as  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
andl  regard  the  subject  entirelyand  solely 
from  a  Parliamentary  point  of  view.  I 
may  remind  your  Lordships  of  what  has 
passed  on  previous  occasions  with  regard 
to  this  matter.  Similar  Motions  were 
made  in  1860,  in  1870,  and  in  1880.  In 
1860  Sir  George  Comewall  Lewis  moved 
that  a  column  be  inserted  in  the  Census 
Bill  of  that  year  in  the  sense  of  that 
which  I  now  propose.  It  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Baines,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
Nonconformists,  and  he  used  mainly 
two  arguments.  He  said,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  State  had  no  right  to  ask 
a  man  what  was  his  religions  belief ;  and, 
he  stated,  in  the  second  place,  that  any 
such  Return  would  be  unfair  and  inac- 
curate, because  persons  who  were  not 
attached  to  any  special  form  of  belief 
would,  if  asked,  declare  themselves 
members  of  the  Established  Church.  The 
'Government  of  the  day  were  hot  at  all 
convinced  by  that  argument,  but  they 
did  not  press  the  point.  There  was  a 
considerable  difEerence  of  opinion,  and 
Lord  Palmerston,  in  closing  the  Debate 
:  and  giving  way  on  the  subject,  said  that 
while  they  gave  way  to  the  feelings  of 
the  opponents  of  the  proposal,  they  did 
not  mnch  appreciate  the  force  of  their 
arguments.  But  though,  accordingly, 
no  change  was  made  at  that  time  with 
regard  to  England,  Wales,  or  Scotland, 
Mr.  Cardwell,  the  then  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  assented  to  the  introduction 
of  such  a  column  as  that  for  which  I  am 
now  asking  your  Lordships'  sanction,  and 
that  was  carried  out  in  regard  to  Ireland. 
In  1870  Mr.  Bruce  stated,  in  answer  to 
a  question  with  regard  to  Scotland,  that 
a  religious  column  would  be  inserted  in 
the  Census  Bill  of  that  year  for  Scot- 
land. The  Free  Church  Assembly  and 
the  Established  Church  Assembly  had 
both  at  that  time  petitioned  in  favour  of 
such  a  clause  being  inserted  ;  bnt  some 
opposition  arose  afterwards  in  Scotland, 
The  Earl  of  Camperdown 


and  the  clause  was  withdrawn.  In  the 
year  1880  the  question  was  raised  again, 
and  after  a  similar  discussion  and  similar 
arguments  pnt  forward  the  clause  tns 
once  more  withdrawn.  Now,  the  Moticm 
was  resisted,  as  I  have  said,  by  the  Non- 
conformists, and  on  the  general  grouQcb 
which  I  have  stated.  I  am  bound  to  ssy 
that,  speaking  merely  for  myself,  I  do 
not  appreciate  the  force  of  the  two  aign- 
ments  which  I  have  mentioned ;  bol^  at 
the  same  time,  I  do  not  wish  to  regard 
this  question  from  any  narrow  and  bi 
less  from  any  sectarian  point  of  view.  1 
am  perfectly  ready  to  look  at  the  matter 
as  having  different  bearings,  as  I 
think  those  arguments  have,  when 
applied  to  the  different  countries. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  am  quite  free  to 
admit  that  in  England  there  are  om- 
siderable  differences  in  the  case  as 
contrasted  with  Wales,  and  as  contrasted 
with  Scotland.  In  the  first  place,  in 
England  there  are  a  very  large  number 
of  religious  denominations,  of  v&riont 
kinds  and  of  various  strength,  which 
differ  very  often  from  one.  another 
in  very  minute  particulars,  and  with 
regard  to  which  it  might  perhaps 
be  difScnlt  in  some  cases  to  make 
very  accurate  Returns.  There  may 
then  be  something — I  do  not  think  it  is 
much,  but  still  I  am  qnite  ready  to 
admit  thai  there  may  be  something — in 
the  statement  that  in  England  if  persons 
who  are  not  attached  very  strongly  to 
any  special  form  of  religions  deno- 
mination were  asked  this  question 
they  might  declare  themselves  to  be 
members  of  the  Established  Chnrdi. 
As  I  have  said,  there  is  something  in  that, 
but  I  do  not  think  there  is  very  much. 
But  the  strongest  point  of  difference  as 
it  appears  to  me,  when  it  refers  to  the 
Census  of  1890,  is  that  there  is  not 
likely  to  be,  as  &r  as  one  can  see,  any 
very  important  point  raised  with  regard 
to  the  Church  of  England  in  a  serioos 
manner.  My  Lords,  that  is  the  reason 
why  I  think  those  who  are  opposed  to 
this  Motion  may,  on  the  present  occasioii, 
fairly  say  that  they  think  great 
objections  would  be  made  to  it  in  parts 
of  Englsmd,  and  that  they  are  not,  as 
regards  England,  prepared  to  assent  to 
it.  Bnt  when  we  turn  to  Wales  the  case 
is  entirely  different.  As  your  Lordships 
know,  the  Nonconformists  in  Wales 
possess  a  very  large  numerical  majority — 
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at  least  I  believe   they  are   in  a  large 
numerical  majority — aa  compared   with 
the  Church  of  England.     I  have  seen  it 
stated,    and    I    am    bound    to    say    it 
i^pears   to  me  to  be  a  very   strange 
sMement,  that  the  Established  Church 
has    in    recent    years    been    making 
considerable  advances  in  Wales.    That 
may   or   may    not   be   so;    all    I    say 
is,  that  I   Imow    no   reason   whatever, 
and  I  am  very  anxious  to  know  whether 
ihere  is  any  reason,  for  making  such  a 
statement  aa  that.     And,  further,  I  do 
not  gee  why,  if  this  statement  is  incor- 
Kct,  as  it  may  be,  the  members  of  other 
religions  denominations  should  object  to 
SD.J  statistical  Returns  at  all  being  made 
upon  the  subject,  or  how  it  can  other- 
wise be  proved  that  that  statement  is 
incorrect.     But,   with  regard  to  Wales, 
your  Lordships  will  remember  that  a 
reiy  important  announcement  has  been 
made  by  Mr.  Gladstone  as  the  head  of 
the  Liberal  Party.     He  has  announced 
tbat  it  will  be  part  of  the  Liberal  policy 
pat  forward  at  the  next  General  Election 
to  carry  out  the  disestablishment  of  the 
Welsh  Church.     It  appears  to  me,   my 
Lords,  that  for  that  very  reason  Parlia- 
ment is  bound  to  obtain  the  best  informa- 
tion which  it  is  in  its  power  to  get.     I 
am  aware  it  has  been  argued  that  the 
Members  of  Parliament  have  the  best 
means  of  gauging  the  religious  opinions 
of  Wales  and  also  of  other  parts  of  the 
country.     I  admit  that,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, that  may  be  so,  but  Members  of 
Parliament  are  not    elected    upon  one 
question,  and  upon  one  question  only, 
and  even  when  they  are,  I  have  known 
occasions  on  which  statesmen  have  been 
able  to  argue   that  when  you  put  the 
minorities  in  certain  places  in  contrast 
with  the  majorities  in  other  places,  it  by 
no  means  necessarily  follows  that  the 
conclusion  arrived  at  is  the  opinion  of  the 
majority,  or,  at  all  events,  that  it  is 
more    than    the   opinion     of   a    small 
majority.    My  Lords,  for  that  reason  it 
appears  to  me  that,  whether  this  be  true 
or  not,  it  is  desirable  that  yon  should 
also  have  this  second  form  of  informa- 
tion, which,  I  think,  is  the  most  reliable 
form  of  all,  namely  the  religious  opinions 
of  people  as  stated  by  themselves.    But 
when  we  come  to  Scotland,  the  case  be- 
comes very  much  stronger  indeed.  With 
regard  to  Scotland,  a  similar  announce- 
ment has  been  made ;  and  it  has  been 


declared,  as  your  Lordships  all  know, 
that  a  prominent  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
Liberal  Party  will  be  the  disestablish- 
ment of  the  Scottish  Church.  With 
regard  to  that  I  merely  make  one  remark, 
in  which  I  am  sure  that  all  your 
Lordships  who  have  any  connection  or 
acquaintance  with  Scotland  will  entirely 
agree  with  me  that  no  question  could  be 
put  forward  which  will  stir  so  deeply  all 
the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Scotlajid  as 
that  question  of  the  disestablishment  of 
the  Church.  Well,  that  being  so,  and  I 
believe  it  to  be  an  undoubted  fact,  surely, 
my  Lords,  we  ought  to  obtain,  as  far  as 
we  can,  the  very  best  information  we. 
can  with  regard  to  the  various 
denominations  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Now,  I  wish  to  press  the 
question  as  r^ards  Scotl^uid  most 
particularly  upon  your  Lordships, 
because  the  arguments  which  I  mentioned 
just  now,  and  which  I  admit  may  have 
some  force  when  applied  to  Ei^land, 
have  no  force  at  all  when  applied  to 
Scotland.  In  the  first  place,  every  one 
belongs  to  some  religions  denomination. 
I  am  quite  certain  l^t  the  numbers  of 
nondescripts  in  religion,  as  I  may  call 
them,  are  extremely  small  in  Scotland. 
In  the  next  place,  xha  divisions  between 
the  various  religious  denominations,  the 
lines  of  division,  are  very  clearly 
marked  out.  Yon  have  the  Roman 
Catholics,  who  include  in  their  number 
the  inhabitants  of  a  small  portion 
of  the  Highlands,  and  who  also 
have  a  considerable  number  of 
adherents,  mainly  of  Irish  descent^ 
in  the  large  working  towns  of  Scot- 
land. Then  you  have  the  Episcopalians, 
who  are  also,  I  believe,  a  somewhat 
growing  body.  But  the  main  body  of 
the  Scottish  people  are  Presbyterians, 
and  they  are  divided  between  the  three 
forms  of  the  Established  Church,  the 
Free  Church,  and  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church.  I  dare  say  that  to  many 
of  your  Lordships  the  doctrinal  distinc- 
tions between  those  three  denominations 
may  not  be  very  clear,  but  in  Scotland 
they  are  well  known,  and  the  members 
of  those  three  religious  bodies  them- 
selves know  extremely  well  to  which  of 
those  three  Churches  they  belong.  And 
not  merely  do  they  know  to  which  of 
those  three  Churches  they  belong,  but 
they  have  no  objection  whatever  to  state 
their  religious  beliefs.  My  Lords,  it  has 
2  N  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


956 


Th»Cen*u» 


{LORDS} 


0/1891. 


936 


been  argued  that  it  is  an  impertinence 
on  the  part  of  the  State  to  ask  any  man 
towritedown  trhat  is  his  form  of  religions 
belief.    I  am  qnite  certain  there  vill  be 
no  objection  teken  on  that  score,  at  all 
events  among  a  yery  large  majority  of 
the  people  of  Scotland.    And,  my  Lords, 
yon  must  remember  that  this  matter  is 
not  being  dealt  with  now  from  an  excln- 
sirely  novel  point  of  view.    This  is  not 
the  first  time  we  are  asked  to  undertake 
to  deal  with  it.     We  have  dealt  with  it, 
as  I  have  told  your  Lordships,  in  Ire- 
land.     It  was  dealt  with   in  the  year 
I860.    Mr.  Card  well  then  inserted    a 
clause  which  I  think,   if  I  remember 
rightly,  was  proposed  by  Lord  Emly, 
enforcing  a  religions  Return  in  regard 
to  Ireland.      What  were   the    reasons 
why     that     was     done  t      I     do     not 
think  those  reasons  are  very  far  to  seek. 
I  believe  that  that  proposal  was  made 
because   statesmen   were    at  that    time 
of  opinion  that  questions  connected  with 
the  Irish  Church  were  likely  to   come 
forward  within  the  ensuing  10  years.    I 
imagine    the     Return   was   gpven    in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  large 
proportion  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and 
it  has  been  worked  upon,  and  snccessfolly, 
from  that  time  up  to  the  present.     My 
Lords,  I  may  go  even  a  little   further. 
In  1860  that  Return  was  a  Return  which 
everyone  was  compelled  to  make ;   but 
in  the  year  1880  it  was  made  an  optional 
Return,  and  I  have  the  best  reasons  for 
knowing  from  ofiScial  statements  that  the 
Return  which  was  made  in  1880  was 
within  the  smallest  possible  fraction  as 
full    a    Return    as  was    made  when  a 
nligiouB     Return    was    a     compulsory 
matter.     It  was  Mr.  Forster,  I  believe, 
who  desired  that  that  Return  should  be 
optional    instead  of   being    compulsory, 
and  the  result  was  that  that  Return  was 
willingly  complied  with.     My  Lords,  I 
have  reason  for  knowing,  also,  that  it  is 
approved  of  by  ministers  of  all  religious 
denominations,    and    that  it    has  been 
found  very  useful  for  various  practical 
purposes.     Now,  I  do  not  think  I  need 
trouble  your  Lordships  with  many  more 
remarks.     Who  is  there  in  Scotland,  I 
should  like  to  know,  who  objects  to  it  ? 
I  have  been  reading  lately,  and  I  dare 
say  most  of  your  Lordships  have   who 
are  coonected  with  Scotland,  what  has 
'  passed  at  the  meetings  of  the  General 
Assembly    of    the    IVee    Church    and 
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of  the  Established  Church,  inEdinbnrgh, 
and  I  observe  that  the  Established 
Church  approved  of  such  Returns  being 
griven,  and  that  the  Free  Church  disap- 
proved of  it.  I  think  they  resolTed  to 
present  a  Petition  to  Parliament  against 
it.  I  have  made  inquiries  in  the  matter, 
but  I  think  up  to  the  present  time  that 
Petition  has  not  been  presented.  I  was. 
rather  anxious  to  see  it  for  this  reason, 
that  I  wanted  to  know  what  were  the 
grounds  which  they  put  forward  for 
objecting  to  a  Retuni  of  this  kind-  In 
the  year  1870,  as  I  told  your  Lordships 
just  now,  they  approved  of  a  Retuni  of 
that  description.  But  what  I  desire  to 
impress  upon  your  Lordships  is  with 
regard  to  a  Return  of  this  kind  under  the 
present  circumstances,  when  the  question 
of  the  disestabhshment  of  the  Ghnicb 
in  Scotland  has  become  a  very  important 
political  question,  that  the  desirabUity  or 
undesirabiUty  of  such  a  Return  is  not  a 
matter  to  be  decided  by  any  Church  or 
by  any  Chnrches.  It  is  a  matter  for 
Parliament  to  consider,  and  if  Parliament 
is  of  opinion  that,  in  dealing  with  such  a 
grave  question  as  this,  it  is  necessaiy 
and  essential  to  have  the  very  best  infor- 
mation which  can  be  obtauied,  then  I 
hope  that  Parliament  will  insist,  at  all 
events,  for  Scotland  and  Wales,  npon  sncb 
a  Return  being  made.  My  Lords,  holding 
such  opinions,  I  beg  to  move  the  Resolu- 
tion of  which  I  have  given  notice. 

Moved  to  resolve — 

"  TfaHt  it  ia  deniable  that  in  the  Batonuof 
the  forthcoming  Cenras  informatioa  should  \» 
obtained  as  to  the  religiona  persuasion  of  sH 
persons  resident  in  England,  Wales,  and  Soot- 
land,  distinguishing  in  Scotland  between  the 
yarions  Presbyterian  denominations."— (H' 
Earl  of  Camperdovm.) 

•The  Makquess  or  SALISBURY:  My 
Lords,  on  a  recent  occasion  we  were 
entertained  by  a  member  of  this  House, 
who  sits  on  the  Cross  Benches,  Lord 
Wemyss,  with  a  discussion  npon  the 
merits  of  several  Bills  which  are  still  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  ventnred, 
and  I  think  some  other  Members  of  the 
House  ventured -then  to  point  out,  that 
that  was  an  unusual  and  an  irregnlar 
proceeding.  Fortunately  in  this  House 
we  have  a  good  deal  of  time,  but  if  the 
practice  of  discussing  Bills  which  are  still 
in  the  other  House  of  Parliament  was  to 
obtain,  and  if  the  contagion  of  it  was  to 
stretch  across  that  hall  I  dread  to  think 
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<]f  the  increased  power  of  delay  which 
would  result  from  such  a  practice.  But 
my  noble  Friend  opposite  has  gone 
farther  than  discnssing  a  Bill  which  is  in 
the  other  Honse  of  Parliament ;  he  baa 
discussed  a  Bill  which  is  to  be  introduced 
into  the  other  Hoose  of  Parliament,  and 
he  wants  jour  Lordships  in  this  Honse 
to  prescribe  the  form  that  it  is  to  take.  I 
feel  that  on  mere  Parliamentary  grounds 
alone,  on  mere  grounds  of  regularity  of 
procedure,  I  should  not  beat  all  perform- 
ing my  duty  if  I  in  any  way  acceded  to 
the  design  of  the  noble  Lord,  or  stated 
an  (qsinion  with  regard  to  the  matters 
which  he  has  raised.  I  am  confirmed 
in  that  view  of  my  duty  by  the  peculiar 
compromise  of  opinion  at  which  he  has 
himself  arrived.  Many  people  have 
thought  that  it  is  desirable  to  have  a 
religious  Gensns  everywhere  ;  other 
people  hare  thought  that  it  is  not  desir- 
able to  extend  that  principle  to  the 
British  Isles,  but  I  have  never  before 
heard  any  opinion  expressed  that  it  is 
desirable  to  have  a  religious  Census  in 
Scotland,  ]!reland,  and  Wales,  and  not  in 
England.  What  is  the  ground  which 
the  noble  Lord  puts  forward  of  such  a 
distinction  1  He  says  that  our  religions 
differences  are  much  more  minute 
in  England  than  those  between  the 
various  sects  in  Wales  and  Scotland. 
Well,  that  is  news  to  me.  I  have  always 
understood  that  it  is  one  of  the  privileges 
of  the  Northern  intellect  to  be  able  to 
distinguish  between  the  various  churches 
of  the  other  side  of  the  Border  with  a 
&cility  which  is  thoroughly  denied  to  our 
coarser  Southern  intellect.  Again,  the 
noble  Lord  seemed  to  think  that  there 
was  a  pnculiar  species  of  timidity  and 
terror,  which  belonged  to  the  people 
South  of  the  Tweed,  and  East  of  what- 
ever boundary  divides  us  from  Wales — 
that  whereas  in  Scotland  people  did  not 
mind  being  asked  to  what  religion  they 
belonged  ;  in  England  they  felt  a  great 
terror  in  doing  so,  and  tJways  called 
themselves  members  of  the  Church  of 
England. 

•The  Earl  or  CAMPERDOWN :  I  said 
that  it  was  only  the  opponents  of  this 
Motion  who  said  so. 

*The  Mabquess  or  SALISBURY  :  But 
tny  noble  Friend,  by  acceding  to  the 
omission  of  England,  gives  some  currency 
to  that  argument.  Well,  I  do  not  accept 
that  opinion  of  my  countrymen  at  {Jl. 


They  always  seem  to  me  to  be  very  free 
to  express  their  opinions  upon  any  sub- 
ject, religious  or  otherwise,  which  comes 
uppermost.  And  I  fear  that  if  we 
once  admit  the  refusal  or  inability  of 
people  to  express  their  own  reli^ous 
opinions  as  a  ground  for  not  takmg  a 
Religions  Census,  you  cannot  confine  that 
argument  to  England  alone.  Surely, 
there  must  be  some  people  in  Ireland, 
for  instance,  who  have  some  fears  of  the 
opinions  of  their  neighbours  on  miatters 
which  afiect  the  community,  either  in  a 
religious  or  a  political  sense.  I  do  not  wish 
to  claim  for  my  own  countrymen  any 
unusual  amount  of  moral  courage,  but  I 
really  think  they  express  their  opinions 
quite  as  freely  as  they  do  in  the 
Southern  and  Western  districts  of 
Ireland.  I  do  not  know  what  remedy 
we  can  adopt.  What  shall  we  do  if  we 
cannot  trust  a  man  to  say  of  whait 
religion  he  is?  Shall  we  require  an 
attestation  from  his  two  senior  female 
relatives  in  order  to  ascertain  to  what 
religion  he  belongs  ?  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  speech  of  my  noble  Friend 
while  sinning  in  the  first  instance,  and 
principally  sinning  against  Parliamentary 
regularity,  has  also,  in  the  glimpse 
which  it  has  allowed  us  to  have  of  the 
logical  condition  of  his  own  mind, 
warned  us  against  forming  any  prema- 
ture opinions  on  this  subject.  It  is  a 
matter  to  which  I  hope  Parliament  will 
give  its  attention.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  by  the  House  of  laymen  in  Eng- 
land and  the  Church  of  Scotland 
asking  for  this  Religious  Census,  the 
position  is  somewhat  altered  on  this 
question  from  what  it  was  in  former 
years,  but  I  would  earnestly  deprecate 
any  premature  decision.  I  hope  we 
shall  not  treat  it,  when  the  matter  is 
before  us,  as  a  Government  or  Party 
question,  but  as  one  upon  which  eacJi 
can  give  his  opinion  according  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  I  hope,  however, 
that  we  shall  not  commit  the  gross 
irregularity  of  pronouncing  an  opinion 
upon  Bills  which  are  not  yet  before  us. 

Eakl  GRANVILLE :  My  Lords,  for 
many  years  I  have  generally  agreed 
more  or  less  with  the  noble  Earl,  if  not 
with  the  noble  Marquess,  but  on  this 
occasion  I  must  say  I  think  that  the 
criticism  of  the  noble  Marquess  is  just. 
I  have  been  informed  that  there  is  a 
Departmental    inquiry    now   going  on 
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with  regard  to  the  best  mode  of  carrying 
this  Censnfl  into  effect ;  and  I  think  it 
wonld  be  very  premature  for  this  House 
to  give  its  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
Census  before  the  Bill  has  been  intro- 
duced, which  the  noble  Marquess  has 
said  is  to  be  introduced  into  the  House 
of  Commons.  My  own  opinion  is  strongly 
against  introducing  this  clause  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  Religious  Census. 
It  is  a  matter  which  has  been  discussed 
for  a  very  long  time  j  it  has  been 
answered  three  times  in  the  negative, 
and,  in  my  own  opinion,  is  entirely  bad. 
But  I  am  quite  sure  of  one  thing,  and 
that  is,  that  it  is  a  great  object  to  make 
this  Census  popular,  and  that  anything 
which  creates  violent  opposition  to  tiie  Bill 
in  the  way  proposed  would  be  a  very- 
much  greater  Parliamentary  evil  than  It 
the  Religions  Census  were  left  out  in 
dealing  with  this  question,  whether  you 
shall  include  in  or  leave  oat  of  it  a  par- 
ticular form  of  information.  There  is 
one  point  upon  which  I  do  not  agree 
with  tbe  noble  Marquess,  and  that  is, 
that  there  should  be  no  difference  made 
between  Scotland  and  England.  Sup- 
posing the  one  country  desired  that  this 
piece  of  information  should  be  obtained, 
and  the  other  did  not,  although  I  have 
said  my  opinion  is  against  the  in- 
sertion of  a  clause  calling  for  this  par- 
ticular information,  yet  if  all  Scotland 
were  unanimous,  which  I  very  much 
doubt,  notwithstanding  the  assurances 
of  the  noble  Earl,  in  the  desire  to  have 
it,  that  would  place  the  question  in  a 
different  position  to  what  it  is  in 
England ;  for  I  believe  the  opposition 
wonld  be  still  more  violent  than  that 
which  made  the  objection  successful 
formerly.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  necessary  to  say  even  as  much  as  I 
have  said ;  bnt  I  entirely  agree  in  the 
inexpediency  of  pressing  this  Resolution, 
and  the  more  so  because  it  strikes  me 
that  the  Resolution  of  the  noble  Earl 
and  his  speech  do  not  agree,  for  his 
speech  was  in  6ivour  of  leaving  out 
England,  while  his  Resolution  is  for  in- 
cluding it. 
•The  Archbishop  of  CANTERBURY : 
My  Lords,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed 
to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  sug- 
gested advantages  and  disadvantages 
of  such  a  proposition  as  this,  as  it  is 
naturally  supposed  that  the  Church 
stay  have  a  view  upon  them.  It  is 
Earl  Granville 


very  often  pressed  upon  the  authorities 
of  the  Church  that  they  should  ask  for  a 
Religions  Census.     It  is  pressed  on  the 
ground    of  assertions  which    are   con- 
stantly  made  as  to  the  numerical  position 
of  the  Church  in  comparison  with  other 
bodies,  which  we  Churchmen  believe  to 
be  entirely  incorrect.   But  I  believe  that 
I  shall  state  the  real  opinion  of  the 
authorities  of  the  Church  if  I  say  thai 
they  have  no  intention  to  press  for  a 
Religious  Census,  and  .that  simply  npom 
the  grounds  put  forward  by  the  Noncon- 
formists.    It  is  put  forwani  by  Nouam- 
formists  that  it  would  interfere  with  their 
religious  freedom,  and  it  is  also  argued 
that  an  advantage  would  be  derived  by 
the  Church  from  the  supposed  fact  thai 
persons  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Church 
of  England  would  possibly  enrol  them- 
selves in  the  ranks  of  her  people.    The 
Church  has  no  desire  to  take  advantage 
of  either  position.     She  has  no  desire  te 
reap  any  advantage  from  what  could  ha 
regarded  as  an  interference  with  the 
religious  freedom  of  the  Nonconformists^ 
and  certainly  she  does  not  wish  to  sweH 
her  lists  by  including  in  them   people 
who  are  not  of  her  religion.    My  Lords, 
the  Church  will,  therefore,  not  press  for 
anything  of   the  kind.     On  the   other 
hand,  the  Church  will   not   offer  the 
slightest  resistance  or  objection  to  what- 
ever may  be  thought  advisable.    The 
Church  has   knowledge  of  many  facta 
about  her  own  position,  and  she  wonld 
not  object  in  the  least  if  it  were  proposed 
to  take  such  a  Census,  either  in  England 
or  Wales.     With  regard  to  Seothmd  1 
have  no  right,  of  course,  to  speak.    I  fe^ 
that   this   is  entirely  a  matter   for  the 
Gtovemment  to  determine,  and  I  was- 
very  glad  to  hear  the  noble  Earl  say  thai 
he  moved  the  question  on  purely  Parlia- 
mentary grounds.  The  Church,  I  repeat, 
will    feel  no  objection  to  a  Religions 
Census  being  taken,  but  will  make  no 
movement  to  press  for  it. 

The  Eakl  o»  CAMPERDOWN:  My 
Lords,  before  the  question  is  put,  I  wiut 
to  say  a  word  or  two  in  reply.  After 
what  has  been  said  from  the  two  Front 
Cross  Benches  I  shall  not,  of  course,  ask 
your  Lordships  to  take  a  vote  on  the 
question  ;  but  if  the  sins  of  my  speech 
were  purely  and  simply  sins  with  regard 
to  procedure,  I  can  assure  the  noble 
Marquess  that  I  am  quite  ready  to  accede 
to  everything  he  has  said  and  to  pos^ne 
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my  Motion  imtil  this  Bill,  which  I  am 
told  is  not  yet  introdnced — I  do  not 
know  when  it  will  be — lias  been  intro 
dnoed,  or  rather  until  such  time  as  the 
Bill  shall  come  up  to  this  House.  But 
I  am  afraid  that  I  must  have  been  rather 
awkward  in  the  language  which  I  used 
in  expressing  jpj  own  opinions,  because 
the  noble  Marquess  appears  to  have 
gathered  from  my  speech  that  I  saw 
great  objections  to  such  a  Census  being 
taken  in  England.  My  Lords,  that  is 
not  at  all  what  I  intended ;  and  if  my 
words  bear  that  meaning,  I  am  afraid 
they  were  not  very  well  chosen  words. 
Wlmt  I  intended  to  convey  to  your 
Lordships  was  that  if  there  is  a  strong 
objection  felt  in  England — which  Ibelieve 
there  is — that  objection  does  not,  in  my 
opinion,  apply  to  Wales,  and  still  less 
does  it  apply  to  Scotland;  and  that  in 
Scotland,  at  all  events,  the  subject  might 
be  dealt  with,  and  ought  to  be  dealt 
-with,  in  exactly  the  same  way  in  which 
h  has  been  dealt  with  in  Ireland.  I 
notice  that  neither  of  the  noble  Lords 
hare  alluded  at  all  to  the  question  of  Ire- 
land. On  the  question  of  Ireland  I 
may,  I  daresay,  on  a  future  occasion 
have  to  call  your  Lordships'  attention  to 
the  matter :  but  it  is  a  very  remarkable 
thing  that  when  important  matters  with 
regard  to  the  Irish  Church  were  coming 
to  the  front.  Parliament  was  then  of 
opinion,  and  very  rightly  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  desirable  that  some  land  of 
information  should  be  obtained  with 
regard  to  ttie  position  of  that  Church.  It 
appears  to  me  that  exactly  the  same 
remark  applies  to  the  Established  Church 
m  Scotland  and  also  to  the  Established 
Church  in  Wales.  But  I  need  not 
detain  your  Lordships  any  further,  and, 
with  your  Lordships'  permission,  I  will 
ask  your  Lordships'  leave  to  withdraw 
liie  Motion. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  with* 
drawn. 

CHILDREN'S  LIFE  IK8UBANCE 
BILL  —(No.  97.) 

SECOND     READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

*The  Bishop  of  PETERBOROUGH  : 
My  Lords,  the  Bill  to  which  I  have  to 
ask  your  Lordships  to  give  a  Second 
ScBdiug    this   evening    is    a    Bill    for 


amending  the  law  respecting  child 
insurance ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that,  in 
order  to  induce  your  Lordships  to  do 
this,  I  am  bound  to  shofr  you  three 
things :  first  of  all,  that  the  present  law 
affecting  child  insurance  is  unsound  in 
principle  and  defective  in  operation ;  in 
the  next  place,  that  it  leads  to  a  very 
serious  amount  of  evil,  no  less  an  evil 
than  that  of  largely  extended  infanti- 
cide ;  and,  thirdly,  that  the  Amendments 
of  the  law  which  I  now  propose  are 
likely  to  be  effective  in  checkiug  those 
evils  as  are  in  themselves  just  and 
reasonable.  Now,  my  Lords,  in  the 
first  place,  let  us  ask  ourselves  what  is 
the  law  at  present  which  regulates  child 
insurance  in  this  country.  Child  insurance 
in  this  country  is  a  thing  of  comparatively 
recent  date.  Until  25  years  ago  it  was 
practically  all  but  impossible  that  a 
child's  life  could  be  insured  in  this 
country.  For  100  years  previously 
to  that  time  all  life  insurance, 
including  that  of  children,  was  regulated 
by  the  well-known  Statute  14  George 
m.  cap.  48,  which  forbade  all  insurances 
being  effected  on  lives  unless  the  insurer 
could  show  an  insurable  pecuniary 
interest  in  the  life,  and  it  forbade  any 
sum  being  insured  for  more  than  that 
pecuniary  interest.  The  reason  given  in 
the  Statute  is  a  very  remarkable  one  ;  it 
is  in  order  to  prevent  wagering  and 
gambling,  or,  in  other  words,  gambling 
in  human  life  and  speculating  on  human 
death.  My  Lords,  that  law  pre- 
vailed for  100  years.  Obviously  cases 
have  been  very  few  in  which  a 
parent  could  have  a  pecuniary  interest 
in  the  life  of  a  child  and  in  which  he 
could  thereupon  proceed  to  insure  its 
life  under  that  Act.  In  1875,  however, 
the  Legislature,  with  the  best  possible 
intentions,  in  order  to  encourage  thrift 
in  the  working  classes,  parsed  what  is 
known  as  the  Friendly  Societies  Act. 
That  Act  repealed  this  salutary  provision 
of  the  Statute  of  George  III.,  and, 
within  certain  limits,  of  which  I  will 
speak  presently,  allowed  the  insurance 
of  child  life.  Now,  my  Lords,  obviously 
the  principle  on  which  the  Parliament  of 
that  day  allowed  this  was  not,  strictly 
speaking,  the  principle  of  life  insurance 
at  all.  The  life  of  the  child 
was  permitted  to  be  insured  on 
this  ground,  that  although  the  child 
would  produce  no  pecuniary  gain  to  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


963 


Children's  Life 


{LORDS} 


Inavrance  Bill. 


964 


parent  during  its  life,  tho  expenses  con- 
nected with  the  death  of  the  child 
might  be  heavy  in  respect  of  nurse, 
doctor,  f aneral,  and  so  forth,  and  the 
Legislature  intended  that  the  parent 
should  be  enabled  to  recoup  himself  or 
provide  beforehand  for  those  expenses  by 
an  insurance  on  the  child's  life.  In  point 
of  fact,  my  Lords,  strictly  speaking, 
children  were  allowed  under  this  Act^  as 
goods  were  allowed,  to  be  insured. 
Under  the  Act  of  Qeorge  III.  goods 
which  bring  no  pecuniary  gain  to  the 
insurer,  but  the  loss  of  wmch  may  be  iur 
jurious  to  him,  were  permitted  to  be 
insured.  My  Lords,  I  cannot  put  the 
effect  of  this  Act  better  than  by  saying 
that  it  allowed  the  lives  of  childron  to 
be  insured  as  perishable — sadly  perish- 
able— goods.  Now,  it  is  quite  clear  that 
a  person  insuring  either  animate  or  in- 
animate goods  is  exposed  to  this  temp- 
tation, that  he  may  insure  for  a  large 
sum,  and  then,  in  order  to  obtain  that 
sum,  destroy  the  thing  that  is  insured. 
And  the  ParUament  of  that  day  were 
quite  alive  to  this  evil.  B.ut  they 
thought  that  they  had  sufficiently 
guarded  against  it  by  what  I  may  ven- 
ture to  call  a  very  clumsy  provision 
which  has  proved  a  very  inefficient  pro- 
tection against  this  evil ;  that  is  to 
say,  they  fixed  a  money  limit  in  regard  to 
the  amount  to  be  insured.  The  anaount 
for  which  the  insurance  was  allowed  to 
be  effected  was,  in  the  case  of  a  child 
under  five  years  of  age,  £6,  and  of  a 
child  between  five  and  10  years  of  age£10. 
Now,  my  Lords,  to  pass  over  the  obvious 
absurdity  of  saying  that  a  Umit  of  £6  is 
sufficient  to  save  the  life  of  a  child  of  five 
years  of  age,  but  that,  for  the  same  pur- 

C,  the  limit  may  be  extended  to  £10 
ind  that  age — that  the  limit  -of  £6 
is  sufficient  at  five  years  old,  but  that 
a  limit  of  £10  is  sufficient  in  the 
case  of  a  child  which  may  be  only  three 
months  older — there  is  this  vital  and 
inherent  defect  in  attempting  to  provide 
a  saf^uard  by  imposing  a  money  limit, 
that  it  can  only  be  done  on  one  impos- 
sible condition  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  you 
shall  so  balance  the  amount  of  death 
expenses  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
amount  of  death  profit  on  the  other,  that 
they  shall  be  as  nearly  as  possible 
equalised ;  because,  if  it  should  come  to 
pass  that  while  you  have  in  the  amount 
of  death  profit  a  fixed  sum,  yet  that, 
The  Bishop  of  Peterhoroiigh 


owing  to  circumstances  -  either  beyond 
the  control  of  the  insurer  or  largely 
within  his  control,  as  I  shall  presently 
show  your  Lordships  may  be  the  case, 
the  amount  of  death  expenses  are  con- 
siderably lowered,  while  the  amount  of 
death  profit  remains  unchanged,  imme- 
diately there  emerges  a  inaigin 
of  profit  from  tho  death,  and  with  that 
margin  of  profit  there  emerges  the 
temptation  and  danger  of  the  commission 
of  a  crime.  That,  my  Lords,  is,  I  think, 
the  inherent  vice  of  any  attempt  at  pro- 
tection by  imposing  a  money  limit. 
Before  I  go  on  to  show  you  how  large  a 
margin  of  profit  does  ensue  to  the  insurer 
under  the  present  law,  let  me  point  oat 
that  if  there  be  a  temptation  and  danger 
to  life  under  the  existing  law,  that  danger 
is  a  hundredfold  greater  in  the  case  of 
infant  than  in  the  case  of  adult  life. 
The  adult  leads  his  life  for  the  most 
part  independently  of  the  insurer,  and 
to  take  the  adult's  life  requires  the 
commission  of  some  deed  of  violence  or 
some  act  of  poisoning  which  may  be 
traceable  after  death  ;  but,  in  the  case  of 
in&nt  life,  none  of  these  conditions  exist 
The  fragile  existence  of  the  child  is 
dependent  for  its  very  sustenance  during 
its  life,  and  for  its  preservation  in  disease 
upon  the  care  and  is  absolutely  at  the 
merqr  of  the  person,  who,  being  its 
parent  or  its  guardian,  may  have  a 
pecuniary  interest  in  its  death.  Is  there, 
I  would  ask,  any  one  of  your  Lordships 
who  would  allow  one  of  your  children 
to  be  entrusted  to  a  sick  nurse,  who  had 
a  direct  pecuniary  interest  in  its  death! 
But  that  is  the  case  with  regard  to 
child  insurance.  In  order  to  bring  about 
a  child's  death  there  is  no  occasion  for 
the  violence  which  would  be  required 
in  the  case  of  an  adult.  It  is  only 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a 
little  neglect,  a  little  exposure,  a 
failure  to  administer  the  needful 
food  or  medicine,  and  the  little  life 
is  quenched.  My  Lords,  we  know  that 
the  parent  or  immediate  guardian 
of  a  child  holds  that  child's  life  in 
the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and  it  only 
requires  a  slight  act  of  negligence,  not 
perceptible  to  bystanders,  for  the  deatli 
profit  to  be  obtained.  In  the  case  of  infant 
life  insurance,  you  have,  therefore,  all  tiie 
circumstances  requisite  for  producing 
crime ;  yon  have  present  temptation,  yon 
have  enormous  facility,  and  yon  luve 
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almost  absolute  imp^^iiity.  The  wonder 
would  be  if  crime  did  not  take  place 
under  those  circomstances.  Now,  I  will 
show  jour  Lordships  what  is  the  margin 
of  profit  which  will  ensue  in  these  cases 
to  act  as  a  temptation  to  crime.  I  must 
now  ask  your  Lordships'  attention  to 
figures  with  regard  to  these  insurances 
to  show  the  extent  of  this  evil.  Child 
insurance  has  become  a  specialty  in 
connection  with  three  or  four  great 
Insurance  Companies  which  have  ex- 
panded it  to  gigantic  dimensions.  There 
are  no  less  than  600,000  children  in- 
sured at  this  moment  in  Great  Britain. 
These  Societies  are  what  I  may  call 
"  Collecting  Societies,"  which  undertake 
the  balk  of  this  kind  of  business.  I 
desire  your  Lordships  to  note  that  I 
distingaish  between  Friendly  Societies 
and  these  gpreat  Insurance  Societies 
which  oondnct  their  business  by  collect- 
ing agents  all  over  the  country.  As  I 
have  said,  there  are  .but  three  or 
four  of  these  great  collecting  Insurance 
Societies,  and  they  do  about  80  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  of  the  money  value  of 
this  child  insurance  class  of  business.  As 
to  these  Insurance  Companies,  opinions 
differ  very  much  in  regard  to  them. 
Opinion  with  regard  to  them  ranges  be- 
tween the  opinions  of  very  competent 
judges, who  are  rashand  irre verentenough 
to  speak  of  them  as  "  pests  of  society," 
up  to  the  opinions  of  those  Insurance 
Societies  themselveB,  who  assure  us  that 
they  are  the  most  calumniated  persons 
in  the  world,  and  that  they  are  nothing 
less  than  bands  of  enlightened  philan- 
thropists who,  purely  in  the  interests, 
and  simply  for  the  comfort  and  well- 
being  of,  the  working  classes,  go  about 
persuading  them  to  insure  the  lives  of 
their  children.  It  is  a  matter  of  perfect 
indifference  to  my  argument  which  of 
those  views  is  taken.  I  am  perfectly 
willbg  to  accept  all  the  Insurance 
Societies  say  of  themselves,  as  to  their 
disintsrested  benevolence  and  philan- 
thropy, and  to  acknowledge  they  could 
not  possibly  be  better  if  their  Board  of 
DiretBtors  consisted  of  Archbishops,  and 
if  all  their  collecting  agents  were  Bishops, 
and  I  suppose,  my  Lords,  that  a  higher 
ideal  of  human  perfection  yon  could 
hardly  expect  me  to  put  before  you.  I 
am  quite  content  to  take  that  view,  be- 
cause what  we  are  concerned  with  here  is 
not  the  motives  of  these  Societies,  bat 


their  methods.  Now,  I  have  a  word  to  say 
about  their  methods  and  their  results. 
Those  methods,  my  Lords,  are  these:  They 
flood  and  inundate  the  country  with  a 
number  of  insurance  agents  who  receive 
a  premium  of  no  less  than  30  per  cent, 
upon  each  insurance..  Those  agents  go 
from  street  to  street,  from  house  to  house, 
from  tenement  to  tenement,  urging,  per- 
suading, pestering  poor  people  to  insure 
their  children.  Your  Lordships  will 
scarcely  believe  it,  but  I  am  told  it  is  a  fact, 
that  in  the  benevolent  zeal  and  earnest- 
ness of  these  agents  to  do  good,  children 
are  sometimes  actually  insured  before 
they  are  bom,  and  the  sex  of  the  child  has 
afterwards  to  be  put  into  the  policy  !  From 
this  follows  one  or  two  things.  In  the 
first  place,  that  these  highly  competitive 
agents  are  not  too  scrupulous  as  to  the 
characters  of  the  persons  whose  children 
they  insure,  nor  too  scrupuloas  as  to 
evasions  of  the  law  in  regard  to  those 
insurances.  Another  effect  is  that  this 
keen  competition  has  reduced,  naturally, 
the  amount  of  the  premiums  paid  on  the 
one  hand,  and  enhanced  the  amount  of 
the  policy  monies  on  the  other,  to  the 
utmost  limits  consistent  with  the  modest 
profits  which  these  benevolent  persons 
allow  themselves.  I  am  going  to  give 
your  Lordships  a  very  short  calculation 
to  show  the  exact  amount  of  profit  that 
may  be  made  on  the  death  of  a  child 
whose  life  has  been  insured  with  one  of 
these  Insurance  Companies.  We  will 
suppose  that  a  parent  insures 'a  child  for 
Id.  a  week,  and  that  that  weekly  pay- 
ment goes  on  for  six  months'.  At  the 
end  of  the  six  months  he  will  have  paid 
2s.  2d.,  and  then,  upon  the  death  of  the 
child,  he  receives  £2  10a  6d.  Well,  my 
Lords,  what  are  you,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  deduct  from  that  sum  ?  You  are  to 
deduct,  of  course,  all  necessary  doath 
expenses.  Yes,  my  Lords,  but  only 
necessary  death  expenses.  I  think  we 
may  safely  say  that  a  parent  who  means 
to  profit  by  a  child's  death  will  not  incur 
unnecessary  expense  upon  the  deaik.  He 
is  not  likely  to  send  for  a  doctor  or  a  sick 
nurse,  whose  aim  will  be  to  preserve  the 
life  he  wants  to  destroy ;  and  I  do  not 
think,  when  the  death  takes  place,  he  is 
likely  to  go  into  very  deep  or  expensive 
mourning  for  the  death  of  the  six  months 
old  child  whom  he  has  just  murdered ! 
Then,  my  Lords,  let  us  see  what  the 
death  expenses  are  likely  to  be.    First, 
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there  is  the  expense  of  the  funeral,  and 
not  even  necessarily  that,  because  the 
parent  may  drink  every  penny  of  the 
insurance  money,  and  then  the  parish 
•will  be  compelled  to  bury  the  child.  But 
let  us  see  what  that  expense,  if  incurred, 
may  be?  I  have  a  list  here  of  12 
undertakers  in  London  who  announce  in 
their  windows  that  they  will  conduct  the 
burials  of  children  under  five,  all 
expenses  included,  for  sums  ranging  from 
£1  to  15s.  Deduct  that  sum,  tc^ther 
with  the  2s.  2d.  premium,  from  the 
insurance  money  £2  10s.  6d.,  and 
you  have  an  average  balance  of  some- 
thing like  £1  8s.  4d.  profit.  Not 
unfrequently,  however,  a  child  is  in- 
sured in  two  companies.  Nothing  is 
commoner  than  the  double  insurance  of 
children ;  and  then  for  the  additional 
penny  a  week,  the  parent  g^ts  the 
whole  of  the  second  sum  of  £2  10s.,  be- 
cause although  there  may  be  two  insur- 
ances there  can  be  but  one  funeral,  and 
the  pivfit,  as  I^  have  made  it  out,  is 
simply  this  :  that  for  the  expenditure  of 
4b.  4d.  in  the  course  of  six  months 
the  parent  receives  £5  Is.,  so  that  a 
balance  or  premium  emerges  on  infantile 
murder  of  £3  IBs.  4d.  Of  course, 
in  the  case  of  halfpenny  premiums, 
the  sum  received  is  the  half  of  that. 
Now,  my  Lords,  these  sums  may  seem 
very  small  to  your  Lordships,  but  £2  or 
£3  is  not  a  small  sum  to  that  class  which 
insures  for  a  penny  or  a  halfpenny  per 
week.  It  is  a  very  considerable  sum  to 
a  needy  man.  It  means  the  payment 
of  arrears  of  rent,  getting  clothes  or 
tools  out  of  pawn,  and  far  more 
frequently  it  means  an  immediate  and 
near  prospect  of  a  big  debauch,  and 
the  spending  of  the  insurance 
money  in  drink.  It  has  g^ven 
rise  to  a  horrible  state  of  things  in 
our  great  towns.  Parents  have  been 
heard  more  than  once  to  say  of  a  dead  or 
dying  child,  "  Now  we  shall  have  a  little 
funeral,  and  a  big  drink."  My  Lords,  I 
state  the  whole  case  for  the  Bill  in  that 
one  sentence.  I  want  to  stop  these 
"  little  funerals  and  big  drinks."  I  ask 
your  Lordships  to  consider  what  horrible 
demoralisation  to  the  human  mind  and 
heart  there  must  be  caused  by  this 
system  when  such  a  sickening  phrase 
as  that  can  become  proverbial.  Then, 
I  ask  your  Lordships  to  see  what 
protection  there  is  for  these  child 
The  Bishop  oj  Peterborough 


lives  1  We  are  tqld  that  there  is  the 
protection  of  parental  care  and  auc- 
tion. I  am  very  far  from  denying  that 
in  the  very  groat  majority  of  cases  that 
is  a  real  protection;  but  it  is  not  ade- 
quate to  meet  all  cases.  We  are  aocused 
of  libelling  the  working  classes  in  this 
matter,  and  of  representing  them  as  if 
they  were  devoid  of  natural  affection. 
That  accusation  is  absurd.  We  do  not 
libel  the  grocer  when  we  pass  statutes 
against  false  weights  and  measures ;  ve 
Bishops  do  not  libel  the  clergy  when  we 
propose  measures  for  enforcing  clergy 
discipline.  In  every  class  and  profession 
there  is  a  residuum  of  evil-disposed  per- 
sons, and  to  take  legislative  precaatlons 
against  them  is  no  libel  upon  the  rest 
I  believe  that  the  affection  of  the  poor 
for  their  children,  and  the  privations 
they  will  go  through  in  order  to  bring 
them  up  decently  and  put  them  out  m 
life,  their  sacrifices  for  them,  their 
care  for  them  in  times  of  sickness, 
are  very  noble  traits  among  them. 
This  beautiful  feature  in  the  charac- 
ter of  poor  working  men  and 
women  is  often  exhibited  in  a  'waj 
that  puts  to  shame  their  betters.  Bat 
there  are  such  people  as  unnatural, 
cruel,  and  drunken  parents ;  and  until 
this  residuum  improves  or  disappears, 
there  must,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  law,  as  I  have  shown,  be  serions 
danger  to  child  life.  My  Lords,  let  me 
observe  to  you  that  though  the  propor- 
tion of  these  bad  and  cruel  parents  may 
be  relatively  small  compared  with  the 
vast  number  of  poor  who  treat  their 
children  with  kindness,  it  may  be  abso- 
lutely very  large.  If  only  one  in  each 
thousand  of  these  600,000  children  meets 
with  foul  play,  it  is  a  smaU  figure  as  re- 
preseuted  in  decimal  fractions,  bnt  it 
means  600  children  murdered  in  England 
every  year.  Take,  again,  other  classes  (^ 
children  who  are  lavught  into  the  world 
every  year  in  this  country.  There  are 
54,000  children  who  are  described  bj 
the  significant  phrase  "not  wanted," 
illegitimate  children.  Take  the  case  of 
the  baby-farmer,  who  takes  from  the 
young  trusting  mother  her  child  in  order 
to  hide  her  shame,  and  then  locb 
it  within  her  detestable  den,  where 
it  will  rot  and  starve.  When  yon 
put  all  these  things  together,  I  ask  yonr 
Lordships,  may  not  there  be  very  serious 
danger  to  child  life  P    Then  there  is  the 
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question  of  the  protection  afforded  by 
doctor's  certificates.  The  doctor  mnst 
certify,  of  course,  that  the  child  has 
died  from  nataral  causes,  or  there 
will  be  an  inquest  and  consequent  ex- 
posure. My  Lords,  a  doctor's  certifi- 
cate in  most  of  these  cases  cannot  be 
worth  the  paper  it  is  written  upon.  The 
doctor  is  obliged  to  certify  that  the  child 
has  died  from  natural  causes.  The  child 
nay  present  all  the  symptoms  of  having 
died  from  what  began  from  a  natural 
SBuse,  though  its  death  has,  in  fact,  been 
aggravated  by  improper  food  and  im- 
proper treatment,  and  the  doctor  cannot 
possibly  distinguish  between  the  one 
case  and  the  other.  His  certificate  is, 
therefore,  useless,  unless  he  knows  the 
history  of  the  case.  From  whom  is  he 
to  get  that  history  ?  The  only  persons 
who  can  give  it  him  are  the  persons  who 
tx  hypotheti  are  engaged  in  the  proceed- 
ing of  BO  ill-treating  the  child  as  that  it 
shall  die.  My  Lords,  I  will  give  yon  one 
letter  from  a  medical  man  before  I  go 
further,  and  I  will  at  once  ask  your 
Lordships  to  take  each  piece  of  evidence 
which  I  give  you  merely  as  sample 
evidence,  for  if  I  were  to  put  all  the 
evidence  in  my  possession  before  yon 
my  speech  would  last  until  midnight. 
I  have  here  a  letter  from  Dr.  Barwise,  a 
medical  man  of  Birmingham,  who  wrote 
to  the    pnblio    papers    about  it.      He 


Ton  are  to  my  painful  knowledge  abBolntely 
within  the  truUt  when  yon  state  that  every 
year  hondreda  of  parents  are  guilty  of  child- 
murder  in  this  town.  Besides  the  cases 
brought  to  light  in  the  Coroners'  Courts, 
there  are  vast  numbers  more  which  are 
reported  to  the  Coroner,  but  which,  after 
inquiry,  he  decides  it  would  be  useless  to  hold 
inquests  upon,  and  there  are  also  many  more 
where  the  medical  attendant  is  compelled  to 
giant  a  certiflcate,  because  he  oould  prove 
nothing  against  the  statement  of  the  parents. 
The  fact  is,  there  are  no  certain  signs  whereby 
starration  can  be  detected,  and  the  medical 
man  has  to  rely  upon  the  bare  word  of  the 
mother  that  the  child  is  properly  and  regularly 
fed.  Ever^  thoughtful  practitioner  most  be 
fully  convinced  that  he  has  filled  up 
■marasmos'  (wasting  disease)  to  parents  who 
have  practically  starved  their  children  to  death. 
Frequently  the  first  thing  the  mother  says  is — 
'  I  suppose  you  will  give  me  a  certificate  if  any 
thing  happens.'  Hardly  a  day  passes  without 
my  hearing  it,  and  I  generally  find  that  the 
puent  would  gain  sevetul  pounds  from  some 
insurance  Office  if  their  child  died." 

So  much,  my  Lords,  for  the  protection 
afiorded  by  doctors'  certificates.      Then, 


if  these  people  do  not  escape  that  mesh 
there  is  the  chance  of  a  Coroner's 
Inquest.  But,  again,  there  is  little 
chance  of  the  Coroner  interfering  suc- 
cessfully, because  the  principal  witness 
mnst  be  the  medical  man — the  poor  little 
children  are,  of  course,  not  competent 
witnesses — and  who  else  is  there  to  con- 
vict in  the  vast  majority  of  these  cases  ? 
The  Coroner's  Juries  are  generally  told 
by  the  Coroner,  "There  is  no  legal  evi- 
dence to  convict  this  person."  I  will 
now  trouble  your  Lordships  with  a  very 
important  and  interesting  letter  from 
another  medical  man  on  this  subject. 
He  says,  writing  to  myself — 

"  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  are  any 
number  of  murders  of  innocent  children  for 
the  sake  ot  the  insurance  money.  Unfortu- 
nately, it  is  almost  impossible  to  bring  the 
crime  home  to  the  parents,  as  it  is  so  easy  to 
^t  rid  of  an  infant  by  neglect,  irregular  feedo 
ing,  and  bad  food,  and,  even  when  ill,  neglect- 
ing to  carry  out  the  doctor's  orders.  I  liave  seen 
several  cases  of  this  sort  when  in  practice  in 
Devonshire,  and  was  so  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  I  gave  out  that  I  would  have  an  inqnest 
held  on  any  child  dying  that  was  insured.  la 
some  very  bad  cases  in  whioh  inquests  were 
held  I  was  met  by  the  one  question,  Are  you 
prepared  to  swear  that  the  child  would  have 
lived  had  it  been  properly  fed  P  As  I  oould  nob 
swear  to  anything  of  the  kind,  but  simply 
express  my  belief,  the  verdict  was  returned  a» 
death  from  natural  causee,  although  everyone 
knew  well  that  the  babies  had  been  as  mnob 
murdered  as  if  they  had  had  their  throats  cut. 
'I'he  mothers  are  too  crafty  to  starve  them  to- 
death,  but  give  them  sour  food,  causing 
diarrhoea,  expose  them  to  oold,  &c.,  and  neglects 
to  give  medicine,  &c,,  as  ordered." 

And  then  the  infant  dies.  Your  Lord- 
ships see,  therefore,  what  protection 
there  is  afEorded  by  the  Coroner's  Inquest 
and  Jury.  Then,  if  they  do  not  escape 
the  Inquest,  next  comes  the  Court  of 
Assize ;  and  if  yotir  Lordships  think  for 
a  moment  how  much  stronger  the  evi- 
dence is  required  to  be  in  aCourtof  Assize, 
and  how  difScult  it  is  to  obtain  a  verdict 
there,  you  will  see  how  likely  these 
persons  are  again  lo  escape  conviction,. 
that  each  of  tiie  successive  meshes  lets 
through  a  vast  number  of  cases,  and 
that  neither  the  doctor's  certificate,  the 
Coroner's  Jury,  nor  the  Court  of  Assizea 
prove  a  sufiBcient  check  upon  infanticide. 
My  Lords,  I  have  gone  through  the  cases 
of  supposed  protection  to  child  life, 
which,  it  is  sometimes  said,  make  in&mi 
insurance  perfectly  safe,  and  your  Lord- 
ships will  judge  of  what  effect  they  are  ; 
but  I  shall  prove  to  your  Lordships  tlurt^ 
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infanticide  really  does  occur.  We  who  bring 
forward  this  Bill  are  asked,  "  Can  you  pro- 
duce any  cases  of  infanticide  1 "  If,  by 
cases  of  infanticide,  you  mean  cases  of 
infanticide  which  have  been  brought  to 
trial,  and  in  which  a  conviction  has  been 
obtained,  and  where  those  convicted 
have  been  punished,  of  course  we  cannot 
produce  such  cases.  If  we  could,  there 
would  be  no  need  of  this  Bill.  It  is  just 
because  there  are  in  the  majority  of 
cases  no  means  of  securing  punishment 
that  it  is  necessary  to  alter  the  law.  As 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Friendly  Societies,  in  their  Report  the 
other  day,  say — 

"  It  is  almoat  impossible  to  bring  to  convic- 
tion  crimes  committed  in  the  privacy  of  the 
house." 

It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  bring  for- 
ward a  Bill  of  this  kind.  But,  my  Lords, 
these  convictions  do  occur,  and  when  they 
do  occur,  they  let  in  a  ve^  lurid  light 
on  child  insurance.  My  Lords,  I  need 
scarcely  say  to  yon  that  the  evidence 
which  will  warrant  a  Judge  and  jury  in 
hanging  a  man  for  murder,  and  the 
evidence  which  will  warrant  the  passing 
of  an  Act  to  prevent  him  committing 
murder,  are  not  exactly  of  the  same 
character ;  and  I  think  it  is  absurd  to  ask 
OS  to  give  you  the  same  evidence 
in  one  case  as  in  the  other.  Bnt  I  will 
give  you  the  opinion  of  persons  who  are 
quite  competent,  as  your  Lordships  will 
agree,  to  judge  in  this  matter.  First, 
I  will  pve  you  the  opinions  of  Her 
Majesty's  Judges.  They  are  certainly 
persons  who  Imve  ample  opportunity  of 
forming  an  opinion.  Let  ns  see  what 
they  say.  Mr.  Justice  Day  stated  in  a 
recent  case — 

"  Those  pests  of  society,  those  deadly  Societies 
which  insure  children,  which  seem  to  be  insti- 
tuted for  the  destruction  of  children,  for  the 
perpetration  of  murder." 

Here  is  Mr.  Justice  "Wills — 

"It  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  in  a  great 
many  of  these  cases— the  deaths  of  young 
children — the  wretched  children's  lives  have 
been  insored.  These  Insurance  Clubs  or 
Societies  have  their  agents  all  over  the  King- 
dom, persuading  people  to  insure  the  lives  of 
their  children  for  sums  which  are  a  great 
temptation  toward  their  destruction.  I  cannot 
«ay  how  strongly  I  feel  on  the  subject  of  these 
Insurance  Societies  for  very  small  children. 
Origioally,  I  have  no  doubt,  some  of  them  were 
etarted  with  the  motive  and  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  people  to  save,  so  that,  in  the  event  of 
a  calamity  happening,  they  would  have  the 
OMans  to  meet  it;  bnt  they  have  terribly 
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degenerated.  How  many  cases  have  I  tried, 
from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other,  in  whidi 
the  subject  of  the  inquiry  was  the  death  of 
children  whose  lives  hsid  been  insured  t  Oftsn* 
times  it  would  be  a  much  more  oomct  defini- 
tion of  these  so-called  Insorance  Societies  te 
say  that  they  were  Death  Insurance  Societies." 

Those  are  the  opinions  of  Her  Majestjr't 
Judges.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  will  give 
you  the  opinions,  if  you  will  bear  with 
me  for  a  moment  or  two  longer,  of  a 
number  of  Coroners.  Here  is  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  MacdonaJd,  the  CoronaT 
for  the  North-East  of  London.  He  wu 
asked,  in  giving  evidence  before  Hie 
Oonunittee  of  the  House  of  Gommmis — 

"  Are  yon  of  opinion  that  infantile  insunnoe 
is  an  incentive  to  crime  f  A.  I  am  distinctly 
of  that  opinion.— Q.  You  have  also  had 
experience  as  a  Medical  OfBcer.  Does  the 
result  of  your  practice  run  to  the  same  conoln- 
sionf  A.  Yes,  as  a  doctor  I  saw  that  the 
general  rule  was  not  to  kill  the  childraa 
outright,  bnt  to  let  them  die  g^dually  from 
bad  feeding,  not  having  medical  attendance, 
and  so  on." 

Another  Coroner,  Mr.  Troutbeck,  of 
West  London,  says — 

"The  practice  of  insuring  infants'  lives 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  custom  that  is  to  be  c(a- 
demned  on  every  ground." 

Then  Mr.  Hawkes,  the  Coroner  for  Bir- 
mingham, says — 

"  As  long  as  those  abominable  infantiUi 
Insurance  Societies  exist,  so  long  will  mothers 
oome  to  this  Court  to  tell  the  story  the  joiy 
have  heard  to-day." 

Then  the  Coroner  for  North  and  South 
Wales,  Mr.  Cuthbertson  Howell,  says — 
"  The  practice  of  insuring  children  is  becom- 
ing far  too  common.  If  insared  childroi  an 
taken  ill,  ihey  are  frequency  neglected.  Thdr 
parents  have  a  direct  interest  in  their  death." 

One  instance  more,  my  Lords.  Mr. 
Carter,  the  Coroner  for  the  Countjii 
Gloucestershire,  says — 

"  The  longw  I  live,  the  more  occasions  I 
have  to  look  with  suspicion  on  deaths  of  yoong 
children  that  are  insured.  Insurance  en- 
courages a  greater  interest  in  thor  deaths  than 
in  their  survivaL  I  shall  do  alll  can  to  pot  it 
down." 

My  Lords,  I  have  given  you  the  evi- 
dence of  Coroners.  I  will  now  pass 
on  to  the  evidence  of  clergymen.  Ton 
will  find  that  two  Committees  of  &e 
Houses  of  Convocation  reported  strongly 
upon  this  subject,  and  the  last  Committee 
more  strongly  than  the  first.  I  will  now 
give  the  evidence  of  Public  Registrars, 
who  have  great  acquaintance  with  these 
matters.    Take  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Lad- 
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bw,  tlie  CUef  Begisi^ar  General  of 
IViendlj  Societies,  as  given  before  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Be  says — 

'•  I  think  it  perfectly  clear  that  in  no  case 
ia  it  the  interest  of  these  Societies  to  increase 
infant  mortality  ;  all  Insurance  Bodies  wish 
life  to  be  prolonged  and  not  shortened ;  hot  1 
have  no  doubt  that  the  practice  of  such  socie- 
ties does  tend,  and  most  tend,  to  increase  infant 
motfaJily.  The  mere  fact  that  a  collector  calls 
veek  by  week  at  a  poor  man's  house,  or  room, 
nther,  to  receive  \a.  premium  for  each  of  his 
diildren  most  familiarise  those  parents  with 
the  death  of  those  children." 

Then  Mr.  Lndkw  is  further  questioned 
by  Mr.  W.  F.  La-mrence,  who  says — 

"  That  is  precisely  what  I  wanted  to  eluci- 
date ;  it  is  only  presumption ;  there  is  no  eri- 
dence  really  worth  talking  of  to  prove  the 
increase  of  infant  mortality  under  the  system  ; 
it  is  what  we  may  all  think  likely,  but  there  is 
no  real  evidence  to  go  npon.  Answer :  No ;  but 
at  the  Friendly  Society  Commission  we  certainly 
teond  that  in&Dt  mortality  was  greatest  in 
those  towns  and  localities  where  these  Societies 
were  strongest." 

Then  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Qrimshaw, 
Begistrar  General  of  Ireland,  referring 
to  tiie  City  of  Dublin  death-rate  amongst 
diiMren,  said  it 

"Was  very  large,  and  an  extraordinary 
thing  to  be  oMerved  in  connection  with  it  wag 
the  number  of  the  children  who  died  not  having 
been  seen  by  medical  men,  and  no  exertion 
having  been  made  to  save  their  lives.  The 
way  in  which  children  were  allowed  to  die,  to 
that  insurance  money  might  be  had  for  them, 
was  a  disgrace  to  the  whole  nation." 

Let  me  give  your  Lordships  one  more 
instance,  and  a  very  important  one.  It 
is  the  evidence  which  is  afforded  by  the 
verdict  of  a  jury  last  year,  if  I  recollect 
rightiy,  in  a  case  of  child  murder,  where 
the  child's  life  was  insured — 

"The  jury  are  of  opinion  that  the  facilities 
given  by  the  loose  system  of  life  insurance 
practised  by  some  of  the  companies  is  on  incen- 
tive to  wilful  murder  for  the  sake  of  the  insur- 
ance money." 

And  they  desired  the  coroner  to  convey 
that  expression  of  opinion  to  the  Home 
Secretary,  in  the  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment might  initiate  some  legislation  to 
remedy  the  evil.  My  Lords,  I  have  now 
given  you  a  large  amount  of  evidence 
from  our  Judges,  coroners,  medical  men, 
clergymen,  and  insurance  registrars ; 
and  now  let  me  give  you  the  last  expres- 
sion of  opinion  with  which  I  shall  trouble 
tiie  House,  and  to  me  one  that  has 
moved  my  own  mind  very  much.  When 
it  was  known  that  I  was  introducing  this 


Bill  into  your  Lordships'  House  I 
received  a  letter  from  the  head  of  a 
shoe  factory  in  my  own  diocese,  from 
one  of  those  men  who,  as  we  say  in 
Northamptonshire,  "has  risen  from  the 
shoemakers'  bench  "  to  the  control  of  a 
considerable  factory.  He  writes  to  me 
to  say — 

"  My  Lord,  I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  yon 
intend  introducing  a  Bill  into  the  House  of 
Lords  to  stay  the  lives  of  infants  from  being 
insured,  as  this  is  getting  a  crying  evil  in  onr 
villages.  Agents  are  coming  round  dnily 
persuading  mothers  to  ensure  the  lives  of  their 
children.  I  feel  persuaded  that  once  the  ques- 
tion is  taken  up  in  Parliament,  it  will  stay  a 
great  amount  of  evil." 

May  I  add  one  instance  more  which 
affects  my  own  mind  greatly  ?  The  wife 
of  a  respectable  artisan  in  Peterborough, 
who  had  lately  lost  her  child  in  the 
infirmary,  said  to  the  Sunday  school 
teacher  of  her  child — 

"  Ah !  Miss,  my  poor  child  was  not  insured  % 
my  husband  and  I  lived  in  ShefSeld  11  years, 
and  we  saw  so  much  of  the  wickedness  in  the 
way  of  child  insurance  that  we  agreed  that  no 
child  of  ours  should  ever  be  insured." 

And  when  she  was  told  I  was  bringing 
in  this  Bill  she  said,  "Thank  God!  he 
does  not  know  the  good  he  will  do." 
This,  my  Lords,  is  evidence  from  the 
working  classes,  whom  we,  the  pro- 
moters of  this  Bill,  are  accused  of 
libelling.  The  evidence  I  have  given 
your  Lordships'  House  is  simply  sample 
evidence,  and  it  can  be  multiplied  to  any 
extent.  Now,  against  all  this,  what  is 
there  to  be  said  ?  We  are  told 
there  is  statistical  evidence  against  it, 
and  I  must  really  ask  your  Lordships* 
attention  for  a  moment  to  this  extra- 
ordinary example  of  statistics.  This  is 
not  a  very  amusing  subject,  but  I  think 
this  will  amuse  your  Lordships.  We 
are  told  that  it  is  impossible  that  there 
can  be  this  amount  of  child  murder,  be- 
cause the  statistics  show  that  the  per- 
centage of  mortality  among  the  insured 
children  is  considerably  lower  than  the 
general  death  rate  all  over  England,  to 
the  extent  of  no  less  than  8  to  15  in 
favour  of  the  children  insured  in  these 
Societies.  Well,  my  Lords,  if  this  precious 
piece  of  statistics  were  worth  anything,  as 
I  can  assure  your  Lordships  it  is  not,  it 
would  certainly  prove  the  most  extraor- 
dinary physiological  fact  conceivable ;  it 
would  prove  that  soinvigoratingis  the  pro- 
cess of  insurance  in  the  case  of  an  uncon* 
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scions  child  six  months  old,  that  it  lives 
longer  than  an  nninsnred  child.  So  that, 
my  Lords,  it  wonld  come  to  this,  if  these 
statistics  are  correct,  that  these  Insurance 
Societies  are  a  kind  of  health  resort  for 
sick  children,  and  that  when  a  doctor 
has  tried  every  other  remedy  and  feels 
himself  compelled  to  say  "I  can  do 
no  more,"  he  need  only  add  "Try 
insurance ;  and  if  that  does  not 
save  his  life,  nothing  else  will."  But 
these  extraordinary  statistics  are  easily 
disposed  of  in  a  moment.  The  Regis- 
trar Gteneral's  Returns  are,  of  course, 
credited  with  the  number  of  deaths  of  all 
children  bom  alive  in  this  country,  but 
the  Insurance  Societies  are  not  credited 
with  the  deaths  of  those  children  who 
die  before  they  have  been  insured.  Of 
course,  the  rate  of  mortality  diminishes 
day  by  dayfrom  their  birth.  Another  moat 
important  thing  to  be  remembered  is  that 
a  very  large  amount  of  child  insurances 
in  these  Societies  fall  through ;  that  is 
to  say,  their  parents  fail  to  keep  up  the 
payment  of  premiums  on  the  policies, 
and  they  become  what  are  called 
"  lapses."  In  that  case  they  go  off  the 
books  of  the  Societies,  and  I  suppose  the 
benevolence  of  the  Societies  does  not 
induce  them  afterwards  to  endeavour 
to  trace  out  the  parents  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  any  benefit  from  the  pre- 
miums paid.  If  those  lapses  amount,  as  I 
am  told  they  do,  to  nearly  one-third  of  the 
whole  number  of  such  policies  taken  out, 
your  Lordships  will  clearly  see  that  the 
area  in  the  one  case  from  which  the 
percentage  is  taken,  and  the  area  in  the 
other  are  not  equal,  and,  therefore,  these 
statistics  are  worth  nothing.  My  Lords, 
I  have  gone  as  rapidly  as  I  could  through 
the  very  largely-extended  case  which  I 
have  to  put  before  your  Lordships  con- 
sistently with  doing  anything  like  justice 
to  it  or  making  it  plain  to  the  House ; 
and  I  have,  in  the  last  instance,  to  put 
before  your  Lordships  what  the  remedies 
are  wmch  I  propose  in  my  Bill  for  these 
terrible  evils.  The  Bill  is  really  very 
simple  and  very  brief.  It  contains  in 
the  1st  clause  a  provision  which 
extends  the  proi^ected  life  of  a  child  to 
14  for  boys,  and  16  for  girls.  That,  as 
most  of  the  other  provisions  are,  is  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
€k>mmons.  It  brings  down,  also,  the 
absurd  inequality  between  the  death 
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I  expenses  and  the  death  profits  bylower> 
ing  the  amounts  for  which  children's 
lives  can  be  insured.  Then  follows  in 
Clause  2  a  provision  upon  which  I  con- 
fess I  lay  very  much  stress,  though  it 
has  been  strongly  objected  to,  and  it  is 
the  provision  that  the  money  shall  not 
go  to  the  parent  or  person  insuring,  but 
to  the  undertaker.  This  follows  the 
analogy  of  the  sick  club,  where  the 
money  does  not  ^o  to  the  parent,  but 
to  the  doctor  attending  the  sick  child. 
There  can  be  no  profit  to  the  parent 
under  this  clause.  But  there  are 
some  objections  put  forward  to  this  pro- 
vision. The  first  is,  that  there  may 
be  collusion  between  the  undertaker 
and  the  parent.  Against  that  we  pro- 
vide by  heavy  penalties  to  be  inflicted 
for  any  such  collusion,  and  I  should  hope 
and  trust  that  if  there  were  any  audi 
attempts  those  penalties  would  be 
rigorously  inflicted,  and  I  should  then 
hope  that  the  sight  of  a  coUnsive  under- 
taker and  parent  on  the  treadmill  wonld 
have  a  very  good  effect  in  preventing 
those  collusions  for  the  future.  But  the 
principal  objections  which  we  have  to 
meet,  we  may  say,  are  two :  one  is,  that  it 
would  prevent  the  parent  providing  for 
the  medical  attendance  upon  the  child,  as 
the  money  must  all  go  to  the  undertaker. 
But  the  services  of  a  doctor  can  be 
obtained  for  the  payment  of  a  penny  a 
week  by  another  insurance.  Theie  is 
nothing  to  prevent  the  parent  doing  that 
with  no  gain  to  accrue  at  the  child's  death. 
But,  my  Lords,  if  that  is  not  thought  to  he 
enough  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  put  a 
clause  into  the  Bill  which  will  provide 
for  payment  of  the  doctor's  attendance 
out  of  the  insurance  money,  as  well  as 
the  undertaker's  fees.  Then,  the  last 
objection  is,  that  you  would  greatly  enrich 
the  undertakers  by  this  measure,  because 
the  parent  who  has  insured  his  child  for 
£5  cannot  put  it  to  any  other  purpose 
which  may  be  desired,  but  is  obliged  to 
give  it  all  up  to  the  undertaker.  Well, 
my  Lords,  I  would  rather  that  undertakers 
should  be  enriched  than  that  chUdren 
should  be  murdered — if  yon  are  obliged 
to  do  it.  But  yon  are  not  in  the  least 
obliged  to  do  it.  That  objection  could 
onlyapply  to  the  death-profit  on  insurances 
now  efiected.  It  could  only  apply  in 
case  the  operation  of  the  Act  is  retros- 
pective, because  as  soon  as  new  insurances 
had  to  be  effected  und.er  this  Act  parents 
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would  not  be  so  simple  as  to  insure  for  a 
larger  sum  than  was  needed  to  provide 
for  the  funeral  expenses,  in  order  simply 
to  enrich  the  undertaker.  Therefore, 
the  whole  of  these  objections  disappear, 
and  would  be  at  once  met  by  doing  what 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  do  in  Committee, 
that  is  to  say,  cutting  out  of  the  9th 
clause  the  latter  part,  and  leaving  it 
simply  that  this  Act  shall  not  affect  con- 
tracts which  have  been  entered  into 
until  after  the  date  of  its  passing,  thus 
making  it  entirely  prospective.  I  can  only 
say  that  I  shall  be  perfectly  prepared  to 
consider  any  Amendments  upon  thisclause 
which  may  be  proposed  in  Committee, 
which  will  not  interfere  with  the  object 
and  intention  of  this  Bill,  which  is  simply 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  death-profit 
being  made  l^  the  insurer.  My  IjDrds, 
if  we  cannot  prevent  this  evil  by  this 
Bill  of  mine,  or  by  some  other  Bill  which 
your  Lordships'  wisdom  may  devise, 
tiien  there  is  one  other  alternative, 
and  to  that  we  shall  have  to  come. 
That  is,  the  absolute  prohibition  of  infant 
insurance  altogether ;  because  I  am  quite 
certain  of  this,  that  when  the  conscience 
of  the  English  people  is  once  fairly 
ronsed  as  regwnis  the  iniquity  and 
cruelty  now  going  on  in  connection  with 
child  insurance,  they  will  come  to  one 
resolution  at  any  rate,  that  do  it  as  you 
may  by  legisktion,  settle  it  as  you 
choose  in  your  wisdom,  one  thing 
they  will  not  have,  one  thing  you  must 
prevent,  and  that  is  a  system  by  which 
parents  all  over  England  are  making 
money  by  the  deaths  of  their  children. 
That  is  what  the  object  of  the  Bill 
is.  My  Lords,  the  other  provisions  in 
this  Bill  are  mainly  provisions  which 
are  recommended  in  the  Report  of  the 
Friendly  Societies,  CoDimittee,  to  which 
I  have  already  alluded.  Let  me  say  a 
word  or  two  in  conclusion,  perfectly 
respectfully,  of  the  Report  of  that  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons.  That 
Committee,  unfortunately  I  think,  im- 
posed upon  itself  a  very  severe  limit  as 
to  taking  evidence  upon  this  subject. 
It  excladed  all  evidence  that  was  not 
sworn  evidence,  and  the  conseqnence 
was  that  a  number  of  letters  and  pub- 
lished statements,  which  I  have  now  read 
to  your  Lordships,  were  excladed  from 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on 
the  ground  tihat  the  writers  were  not 
there  to  swear  to  them.    I  have  no  doubt 


the  Committee  had  good  reason  for  what 
they  did ;  but  the  result,  unfortunately, 
was  the  exclusion  of  a  large  amount  of 
evidence,  and  the  consequence  was  a 
very  guarded  and  cautious  Report  But 
the  Report,  nevertheless,  states  that  there 
is  considerable  danger  to  infant  life  under 
the  present  state  of  the  law,  and  makes  a 
number  of  recommendations  to  prevent 
this  danger  which  are  followed  in  the  pro- 
visions inserted  in  this  Bill.  And  now, 
my  Lords,  I  have  only  to  entreat  you  to 
ptu^on  me  for  dealing  at  so  great  a 
length  with  this  subject,  which,  I  think, 
however,  I  could  not  possibly  have  com- 
pressed into  smaller  limits  than  I  have 
set  myself  in  dealing  with  it.  Believe 
me,  I  have  shut  out  veiy  much  that  I 
could  have  given  in  the  way  of  evidence, 
much  that  I  might  have  said,  in  defer- 
ence to  the  convenience  of  your  Lord- 
ships ;  but  I  trust  I  have  said  enough 
to  induce  the  House  to  consent  to  tite 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill.  If  your 
Lordships  should  be  of  opinion  that  the 
evidence  before  you  is  insufiBcient,  and 
that  the  really  well-conducted  Friendly 
Societies  should  be  heard  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  the  Bill  is  passed, 
I  have  no  other  objection  except  that  it 
will  delay  this  measure.  I  have  and  can 
have  no  other  desire  than  that  the  best 
interests  of  the  working  classes  should 
be  fairly,  truly,  and  properly  considered 
in  framing  Such  a  measure  as  this.  But, 
however  it  may  be  dealt  with,  I  am  per- 
fectly persuaded  that  your  Lordships 
will  not  let  this  matter  drop,  that  Parlia- 
ment will  not  let  this  matter  drop,  and 
that  the  country  will  -  not  let  the  matter 
drop,  once  the  facts  of  the  case  are  fairly 
brought  before  them.  My  Lords,  I  can 
assure  you  that  I  have  not  overstated  my 
case  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  been  care- 
ful to  understate  it,  because  I  know  that 
exaggeration  has  no  weight  with  the 
judicial  temper  of  this  House.  I  have 
seen  myself  described  in  the  papers,  by 
my  opponents,  as  the  very  pathetic 
prelate  who  is  to  persuade  your  Lord- 
shipsto  pass  this  measure.  Theonly  pathos 
which  I  have  brought  before  your  Lord- 
ships to-night  is  that  of  very  sad 
and  terrible  focts.  I  would  not  attempt 
to  induce  your  Lordships  to  pass  this 
Bill  by  any  persuasion  of  mine.  If 
I  do  induce  you  to  pass  it,  it  will  only 
have  been  by  the  unimpeachable  evi- 
dence  of    its   necessity  which    I  have 
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adduced.  If  what  I  have  said  is  believed 
by  your  Lordships  to  be  really  true,  I 
feel  sure  that  I  have  an  advocate  in  the 
heart  of  every  one  who  is  now  listening 
to  me,  that  will  plead  for  these  poor  little 
ones  much  more  effectively  than  I  can 
plead  for  them.  There  is  not  a  parent 
present  who  is  gladdened  by  the  sight 
of  his  little  ones,  who  has  known  the 
joy  of  looking  into  their  &ces,  or  who 
has  known  the  sorrow  of  looking  with 
ineffable  anguish  on  the  still,  immovable 
face  of  a  little  one,  whom  all  his  wealth, 
all  that  care,  skill,  and  affection  could 
do  has  failed  to  snatch  from  death — there 
is  not  a  parent  here  who  will  refuse  to 
listen  to  me  when  I  plead  for  these  httle 
ones  who  have,  through  all  their  lives, 
never,  perhaps,  known  a  kind  word  or 
look,  but  have  only  known  that  last  act 
of  cruel  mercy  which  has  terminated  their 
lives.  I  feel  sure  that  your  Lordships 
wiU  do  all  in  your  power  to  interpose 
the  strong  arm  of  the  law  to  defend 
these  httle  helpless,  hapless  children  from 
the  misery  which  now  haunts  their  lives, 
and  from  the  greed  and  cruelty  which 
too  often  untimely  end  them.  My  Lords, 
I  have  the  honour  of  moving  the  Second 
Beading  of  the  Bill. 

Moved, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«." 
—(The  Lord  Bishop  of  Peterborough.') 

•Eael  BBAUCHAMP:  My  Lords,  I 
have  to  appeal  to  your  Lordships'  indul- 
gence, speaking  under  circumstances  of 
some  personal  difficulty  to  myself,  but  as 
I  had  the  honour  of  being  responsible 
in  this  House  for  the  Act  of  1 875, 1  should 
be  failing  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  follow 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  through  a  portion 
of  the  remarks  that  he  has  addressed  to 
your  Lordships'  House.  I  am  conscious 
of  the  enormous  difficulty  of  attempting 
to  mitigate  in  any  way  the  effect  of  the 
impassioned  appeal  which  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  has  addressed  to  your  Lordships. 
Hehastoldyouthathehasappealedtofacts. 
There  is  one  fact,  and  one  fact  only,  in 
his  speech.  He  told  us  he  would  produce 
evidence,  and  what  he  produced  as  evi- 
dence was  only  opinion.  Is  the  evidence 
of  opinion  sufficient  evidence  for  legisla- 
tion, on  a  matter  of  this  kind  1  Eloquence 
is  a  great  gift,  but  I  should  be  sorry  indeed, 
if  I  possessed  such  eloquence  as  is  pos- 
sessed by  the  right  rev.  Prelate,  to  use 
it  in  the  manner  he  has  used  it  to-night. 
He  began  by  telling  us  that  the  legisla- 
Tlie  Bishop  o/  Peterborough 


lation  on  this  matter  began  in  the  year 
1875.     My  Lords,  that  is  not  quite  con- 
sistent with  my  recollection  of  the  facts. 
The  Act  of  1875  was,  in  respect  of  the 
burial  of  infantSjOnly  a  consolidating  mea- 
sure, and  kept  alive  the  Act  whidb  was 
passed  in  the  year  1854.    The  Bill  of 
1854,  dealing    with    Friendly  Societies, 
was  introduced  into  the  House   of  Com- 
mons   by  Mr.  Sotheron  Estoourt,  than 
whom    it  will    be    admitted    no   more 
humane  man   ever  sat  in  Parliament 
It  dealt  with  the  necessity  of  sxtch  pro- 
visions  as   those  which  the   right   rev. 
Prelate   introduces  in  his  BilL      Lord 
Palmerston,  who  was  then  Home  Secre- 
tary, said  that  his  feelings  on  the  subject 
of  infant  insurance  were  of  a  most  painful 
kind ;   but  he  did  not  dissent  from  evi- 
dence being  given  and  facts  ascertained, 
and    the   measure    was   referred    to    a 
Select     Committee  of    the     House     of 
Commons.     On  that  Committee  sat  my 
noble  Friend  Lord  Norton  and  also  Lord 
Ossington,  who  was  certainly  an  ornament 
to  both  Houses  of    Parliament.      The 
members     of    that     Committee     went 
carefully  into  the  matter,  and  they  took 
evidence  of  a  most  searching  kind,  and 
it  is  to  that  evidence  which  I  wish  to 
call    your    Lordships'    attention.    They 
called  before  them,   to  give    evidence, 
persons  who  were  most  qualified  to  giw 
an  opinion  upon  the  subject,  and  that 
opinion  was  tested  by  cross-examination. 
Some   of  the  gentlemen  occupying  the 
highest    positions,  who    had    expressed 
strong  opinions  A    priori,  when  their 
evidence  came  to  be  tested  by  cross- 
examination  were  compelled  to  recede 
from  the  positions  they  had  taken  up. 
If    I    had    had    any    notice    that   tiie 
right  rev.  Prelate  would  have  framed 
such    a  bill  of  indictment  against  the 
working  classes    I  should    have   been 
better  prepared  to  answer  it ;  but 

•The  BffiHdp  ot  PETERBOROUGH: 
Would  tihe  iioble  Lord'  pardon  me  for  a 
moment.  I  have  framed  no  bill  of  indict- 
ment against  the  working  classes.  I 
expressly  said  that  I  desired  to  pay 
every  tribute  to  their  affection  and  kind- 
ness for  their  children,  and  that  the 
measure  was  necessary  only  for  the 
small  number  in  proportion  to  them  of 
bad  and  cruel  parents. 

•Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  My  Lords,  I 
do  not  think  a  few  honeyed  words  are  a 
sufficient  apology  for  the  eloquent  attack 
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vhich  he  has  made  upon  the  working 
classes.  I  am  afraid  that  in  answering 
that  attack  I  shall  hare  to  trouble  joar 
Lordships  at  greater  length  than  I  sfaoald 
wish  with  the  evidence  given  before  that 
Committee  ;  bat  I  think  that  is  the  best 
WSJ  of  meeting  snch  a  general  attack 
upon  these  poor  people.  If  I  had  had 
any  idea  thiftt  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
would  have  made  the  speech  he  has 
addressed  to  your  Lordships'  House,  1 
should  have  been  better  prepared  to  deal 
with  it ;  bnt  I  shall,  at  all  events,  present 
to  you  evidence  upon  this  subject  which 
is  complete  in  itself,  and  which  cannot 
be  impeached,  from  one  of  the  most 
valuable  Reports,  in  my  opinion,  which 
have  ever  been  made  to  Parliament. 
The  right  rev.  Prelate'  has  told  your 
Lordships  that  the  present  state  of 
the  law  presents  a  large  incentive 
to  in^ntidde.  He  laughed  to  scorn 
the  only  real  test  which  can  be 
applied  in  the  matter — the  test  of 
sbitistics — and  he  was  very  jocose  on  the 
idea  that  infants  who  are  insured  should 
enjoy  a  more  lengthened  vitality  than 
in£uit8  whose  lives  are  uninsured.  I  do 
not  read  the  statistics  in  the  same  way 
as  the  right  rev.  Prelate.  I  read  them 
in  this  way,  as  showing  that  parents  who 
insure  the  lives  of  their  children  are  for 
the  most  part  persons  of  thrifty  and  self- 
denying  character,  and  that  they  take 
care  to  surround  their  children  with 
home  comforts,  home  care,  and  home 
independence,  and  that  that  accounts  for 
the  great  advantage  which  vital  statistics 
show  the  children  who  are  insured  possess 
over  those  who  are  uninsured .  My  Lords, 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  told  you  that  by 
paying  Id.  a  month,  I  think,  they  would 
obtain  a  considerable  sum. 

•The  Bishop  of  PETERBOROUGH : 
If  the  noble  Earl  will  pardon  me  again, 
what  I  said  was,  by  paying  Id.  a  week 
for  six  months  they  would  be  able  to 
obtain  a  certain  amount  of  death 
profit. 

•Eabl  BBAUCHAMP:  It  does  not 
affect  my  argument.  The  right  rev. 
Prelate  told  us  that  by  a  payment  of  Id. 
a  week  for  six  months,  which  would 
amount  to  28.  2d.,  £2  lOs.  could  be 
secured  at  death  ;  and  he  then  went  on 
to  describle  the  vast  organisation  of  these 
Insurance  Societies,  their  employing  an- 
worthy  collectors,  who  were  going  about 
all  over  the  country  persuading  poor 
VOL.  CCOXLV-      [thibd  sbkies.] 


working  people  to  make  this  payment  of 
28.  '2d.,  by  which  at  the  end  of  six 
months  they  were  to  insure  the  payment 
of  £2  10s.  I  would  venture  to  ask,  did 
any  of  your  Lordships  ever  hear  of  an 
Insurance  Society  which  was  capable  of 
working  business  on  those  terms  with 
anything  like  profit  to  itself  1  How  can 
an  Insurance  Society,  by  receiving  Id.  a 
week  for  six  months,  gain  a  profit  by 
paying  £,2  10s.  at  the  end  of  that  period  1 
My  Lords,  the  thing  is  monstrous,  and 
your  Lordships  will  see  it  is  one 
of  those  statements  which  are  made 
on  A  priori  convictions^  but  will  not 
stand  the  test  of  evidence  and  facts.  I 
cannot  understand  how  the  right  rev." 
Prelate  has  persuaded  himself  that  it 
would  produce  any  profit  to  an  Insur- 
ance Society  to  conduct  their  business  in 
such  a  manner  as  that.  If  that  were 
done  I  am  quite  sure  that  Insurance 
Societies  would  always  be  in  dif- 
ficulties, they  would  be  in  a 
state  of  perpetual  collapse.  But 
I  think  in  the  very  nature  of  things  it  is 
clear  that  an  Insurance  Society  usually 
conducts  its  affairs  with  some  kind  of 
idea  for  its  own  profit,  which  certainly 
would  be  lacking  to  the  shareholders  if 
such  a  system  of  doing  business  pre- 
vailed as  that  which  was  described  by 
the  right  rev.  Prelate.  Now,  my  Lords, . 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  described  -how 
dangerous  it  would  be  to  hand  over  the 
care  of  a  sickly  child  to  a  sick-nurse  before 
whom  a  temptation  was  laid  that  she 
should  receive  the  amount  of  the  death 
insurance.  But  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
seemed  to  forget  that  in  these  cases  the 
sick-nurse  is  the  mother  of  the  child, 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  there  are  many 
mothers  in  England — at  all  events,  I  am 
slow  to  believe  it,  and  I  should  require 
very  strong  evidence  to  induce  me  to 
believe  it-— who  could  be  driven  by  so  • 
miserable  a  bribe  as  that  to  terminate 
the  lives — to  murder  their  own  offspring. 
We  know  that  parental  affection  is  one- 
of  the  most  powerful  instincts,  one  of  the 
holiest  gifts  which  Almighty  God  haa: 
implanted  in  the  human  heart.  Some 
few  cases,  I  do  not  deny,  there  may  be  ; 
but  they  are,  I  think,  very  exceptional 
— where  people  have  forgotten  their 
natural  affections.  But  to  say  that 
parents  will  deliberately  seek  a  profit 
will  insure  and  destroy  the  lives  of  their 
children  in  order  to  gain  this  miserable 
2  0 
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reward,  is  to  make  a  statement  which  I, 
for  one,  without  evidence,  cannot  accept. 
My  Lords,  I  will  not  follow  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  tbroagh  his  arguments.  The 
single — only — fact  which  he  told  us  in  his 
speech  was  that  there  were  in  London  12 
undertakers  who  had  announcements  in 
their  windows  that  they  undertook  to  con- 
duct an  infant's  f aneral  at  an  entire  C08t 
of  from  15s.  to£l  lOs.  That  was  really 
the  only  fact  which  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
produced  in  support  of  his  argument. 
The  rest  of  his  evidence  consisted  solely 
of  opinions  the  value  of  which  I  will 
proceed  now  to  show  your  Lordships, 
If  I  trespass  somewhat  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  by  reading  a  portion 
of  this  Report,  1  think  you  will  see 
the  importance  of  it,  and  probably  your 
Lordships  would  rather  have  the  argu- 
ments stated  in  the  calm  and  measured 
language  of  this  Report  than  in  my  own. 
It  states — 

"  The  subject  of  child  mortality  alle^^ed  to  be 
induced  by  the  temptation  of  funeral  money 
having  been  referred  to  in  the  House  by 
seTeru  Members,  and  having  occaaioned  great 
nneasineas  in  the  various  Burial  Societiea 
throughout  the  Kingdom,  received  particular 
attention  from  your  Committee.  Four  Judges, 
two  Oovernors  of  Prisons,  two  Coroners,  a 
Chief  of  Police,  a  Chaplain  of  a  prison,  a 
Uegistrar  of  Births  and  Deaths,  and  a  solicitor 
'who  had  been  engaged  in  a  prosecution  for 
child  murder,  gave  evidence  before  your  Com- 
mittee. Letters  also  from  Inspectors  of 
Factories  were  produced  before  them." 

I  desire  to  call  your  Lordships'  attention 
to  the  fact  that  this  was  evidence  not 
given  merely  as  a  matter  of  opinion,  but' 
tested  by  a  cross-exatnination. 

"  The  substance  of  their  evidence  was  as 
follows:- -Mr.  Justice  Wightman  did  not 
remember  to  have  tried  more  than  one  case  of 
child  murder,  namely,  that  of  Hoanor  Gibbons 
and  Bridget  Garrety,  for  the  murder  of  a  child 
«f  the  former,  nine  months  old,  the  inducement 
being  a  sum  of  £4  receivable  from  a  Burial 
jjociey.    Those  prisoners  were  convicted." 

♦The  Bishop  of  PETERBOROUGH: 
Would  the  noble  Earl  state  what  is  the 
date  of  the  Report  ? 

*Eael  BEAUCHAMP:  The  date  is 
1854.  I  am.  only  sorry  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  was  not  aware  of  this  Report 
before  he  made  his  speech — 

*■  Mr.  Baron  Alderson  did  not  remember  to 
have  tried  any  case  of  child  murder.  The 
depositions  of  such  a  charge  having  been  laid 
before  him,  he  noticed  that  crime  in  addressing 
the  Grand  Jnrv  at  Liverpool  last  December, 
and  the  Grand  Jury  thereupon  made  a  present- 
ment to  the  effect  that  the  interference  of  the 
Earl  Beauchamp 


Legislature  was  called  for  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
system  of  money  payments  by  Burial  Societies. 
The  prisoners,  however,  so  charged  having  been 
tried  before  Mr.  Baron  Martin  were  acquitted, 
and  that  Judge  informed  the  Committeee  that 
there  were  no  grounds  at  all  for  connecting  the 
alleged  crime  with  the  receipt  of  funeral  money. 
Mr.  Baron  Martin  also  informed  the  Committee 
that  no  other  case  of  child  murder  hud  ever 
been  brought  before  him  for  trial  where  the 
motive  of  burial  money  was  alleged.  Chief 
Baron  Pollock  gave  the  Committee  informatioa 
respecting  a  well-tcnown  trial  for  murder  st 
Chelmsford  in  1850,  when  a  woman  named 
May  was  found  guilty  of  poisoning  her  haeband 
and  attempting  to  poison  a  grown-up  son ;  and 
one  at  Lewes  in  1849.  In  those  cases  the 
burial  money  was  proved,  or  appeared  to  him 
to  have  been  a  temptation,  though  it  was  of  n 
small  an  amount  as  between  20s.  and  40>.  The 
Governor  of  Chester  Gaol  recollected  four  pri* 
soners  since  IS41  committed  to  his  custody  on 
a  charge  of  child  murder,  two  of  whom  were 
acquitted  and  two  convicted." 

One  of  these  cases  was  the  case  which 
was  referred  to  by  Mr.  Justice  Wight- 
man.     Then — 

"  The  Governor  of  Kirkdala  Prison,  in  an 
experience  of  10}  years,  has  had  no  prisoner  in 
his  custody  convicted  of  the  charge  of  child 
murder." 

•The    Bishop  of  PETERBOROUGH: 
Exactly  so. 
•Eael  BEAUCHAMP  :  He  says— 

"  One  prisoner  named,  Betty Eocles, was  found 
guilty  and  executed  for  the  murder  of  three 
cliildren  in  1843,  immediately  before  he  became 
Governor  of  the  gaol. 

'J'he  Coroner  of  Stockport,  in  an  experience 
of  13  years,  has  held  three  inquests  in  cases  of 
allegeii  child  murder.  One  proved  to  be  an 
accidental  death,  iu  one  the  parties  were 
acquitted,  and  the  third  was  the  case  of  Gibbons, 
already  referred  to  by  Mr.  Justice  Wightman. 

The  Coroner  of  Salford,  in  an  experience  of 
22  years,  has  held  only  one  inquest  in  a  case  of 
child  murder  alleged  to  have  reference  to  a 
Burial  Society,  and  that  was  the  case  which 
was  tried  before  Mr.  Baron  Martin  last 
December,  when  the  parties  were  acquitted,  and 
the  evidence  showed  that  they  neither  expected 
nor  received  the  sum  insured. 

The  Chief  of  Police  at  Stockport,  during  15 
years,  part  of  which  time  he  was  connected 
with  the  police  at  Manchester,  and  during  the 
last  nine  months  at  Stockport,  has  never  had  a 
case  of  child  murder  brought  under  his  notice. 

The  Begistrar  of  Births  and  Deaths,  in  a 
district  at  Manchester  containing  a  population 
of  44,000,  remembers  no  case  of  child  murder 
and  does  not  believe  that  burial  money  has 
been  a  temptation  at  all  to  infanticide.  The 
Uev.  W.  Kelly,  Chaplain,  of  Preston  Gaol,  who 
has  published  a  pamphlet  on  this  subject,  said 
that  he  was  not  directly  cognisant  of  any  case  of 
child  murder  for  the  sake  uf  burial  money,  but 
that  it  is  his  opinion  that  the  tendency  of  Burial 
Clubs  is  to  induce  neglect  of  an  ailing  child. 
Your  Committee  draw  from  theevidences4duced 
before  them  tJiis  oonclosion  :  that  the  instances 
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of  child  murder,  where  the  motive  of  the  cri- 
mioal  has  been  to  obtaia  money  from  a  Barial 
Sodetjr,  have  been  so  few  us  by  no  means  to 
impose  upon  Parliiiment  an  obligation  for  the 
sake  of  pablic  morality  to  legislate  specially 
with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  the  crime. 
Your  Committee  refer  to  the  evidence  to 
show  that  no  sufficient  ground*  exist  for  the 
general  suspicion  which  seems  to  have  been 
entertained  on  this  subject ;  they  believe  that 
ciupicion  to  have  been  almost  entirely  founded 
upon  a  few  cases  brought  to  trial  exaggerated 
by  the  horror  with  which  the  idea  of  a  crime 
so  heinous  would  naturally  be  regarded." 

My  Lords,  I  \nll  not  take  Tip  more  of 
the  time  of  the  House  by  reading  further 
extracts   from   the  Report ;  but  it  deals 
with   the   proposal   of    the   right    rev. 
Prelate,  that  the    money    should    pass 
directly  to  the  undertaker.     It  also  deals 
with  other  provisions,  but  I  will  not  read 
more.    What  is  really  material  is  that 
the  Committee,  consisting  as  I  hare  told 
you  of    most   eminent   men   who   went 
most  carefully  and  thoroughly  into  the 
subject,  arrived  at  the  conviction  that  no 
groimd  existed  for  the  general'suspicion 
which  they  mention  as  being  entertained 
npon  the  subject.     With  the  sufferings 
of  children,  everyone  must  sympathise ; 
bnt  we  must  ramember  that  it  is  very 
easy    for    a   practised   novelist    to  pile 
up   the    agony    in     a     story     of    the 
description   your  Lordships  are  familiar 
with.      We   know    ourselves    that    the 
very  sjrmpathy  which  we  all  feel  with 
the  sufferings  of  childhood  does  make  us 
most  anxious  to  do  everything  that  Lies 
in  our  power  to  diminish  and  to  mitigate 
those    sufferings ;     but    while    we    are 
anxious  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the 
children,  do  not  let  us  do  any  injustice  to 
other  people.     Do    not    let    us   in  our 
righteous  desire  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  hiunan  misery  strike  a  blow  at  the 
independence  of  the  working  classes,  at 
their  honest  desire  to  keep  themselves 
from  the  necessity  of  applying  for  assist- 
ance from  the  public  rates,  and  to  keep 
alive  and  maintain  that  home-life  which 
is  one  of  the  noblest  characteristics  of 
the  working  classes.     I  now  leave  myself 
in  your  Lordships'  hands.     FeeUng  that 
I  am  responsible  in  some  degree  for  the 
legislation  of  1875,  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  lay  before  your  Lordships  some  of  the 
grounds  on  which  that  legislation  was 
founded,  fortified  by  the  Beport  of  a  Com- 
mittee  of  eminent  men,  whose  finding 
wu  that  the  suspicions  entertained  in  this 
matter  were  groundless,  and  that  there 


was  not  sufficient  foundation  for  them 
when  the  evidence  came  to  be  tested. 

The    LORD     CHANCELLOR:     My 
Lords,    I   cannot   help  saying   that   the 
noble  Earl  who  has  just  addressed  the 
House  has  a  little  understated  the  matter, 
because  the  opinions  which  he  says  are 
stated  by  the  Report  he  ought  to  have 
said  were  expressed  by  the  Committee 
which  made  it  36  years  ago.     I  do  not 
think  it  is  quite  right  to  say  that  the 
matter  does  not  require  investigation  at 
the  present  time.     As  to  myself,  I  can 
give  personal  testimony  in  reference  to 
some  of  the  cases  referred  to  by  my  noble 
Friend  in  his  speech  ;  and  with  regard  to 
the  cases  which  were  tried  before  Mr. 
Justice    Wightman.    of    Qibbons    and 
Garretty,  that  learned  Judge  expressed 
to  me — I  was  a  very  young  member  of 
the    Bar    at    the    time — that    he    was 
anxious  the  Legislature  should  in  some 
way  prevent  the  temptation  which,  in 
his  view,  on  that  occasion  had  proved 
to  be  a  fearful  tsmptation  in  the  circum- 
stances of  that  particular  class  of  persons ; 
that  is,   the   temptation  of  getting  the 
money  falling  due  upon  the  death  of  the 
child.    I  cannot  help  thinking,  on  the 
other  hand,  after  what  has  been  said  in 
the  course  of  this  Debate,  that  it  would 
be     not    a    little     rash    to     legislate 
without     some    further    investigation. 
I  think  there  should  be  some  further  in- 
quiry made  before  wo  proceed  to  legis- 
lation.    The   right  rev.   Prelate  might, 
therefore,  do  well  to  consent  that  after  the 
Bill  has  been  read  a  second  time  it  should 
go  to  a  Select  Committee,  before  which 
the  different  views  might  be  properly 
represented,  and  before  which  evidence 
might  be  taken,  which,   I  think,  would 
be  more  applicable  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  things,  which  it  is  the  opinion 
of  a  great  many  people,  as  I  am  told, 
does     produce     evil.      That    evidence 
would  be  properly  weighed  before  the 
Committee.     For  my  own  part,  I  should 
very  much  like  to  hear  the  views  of 
two  learned  Judges,  whose  opinions  have 
been  read  to  us  to-night,  with  the  facts 
npon  which  those  views  were  founded. 
Then  I  should  like,  also,  to  hear  some- 
thing more  of  the  statements  made  by 
the  various  Coroners  whose  names  have 
been  mentioned,  because,  to  my  mind,  the 
tact  that  people  were  acquitted,  or  that 
there  was   a  failure    to   bring   them   to 
justice    under    circumstances    of    veiy 
2  0  2 
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suspicious  death,  is  by  no  means  conclu- 
sive to  show  that  this  legislation  is  or  is 
not  required.  There  may  be  circum- 
stances which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Coroner,  would  not  amount  to  evidence 
of  the  commission  or  concealment  of  a 
crime,  though  the  opinion  may  be  enter- 
tained that  you  should  proceed  by 
removing  the  temptation.  That  I  con- 
sider to  be  the  object  of  the  right  rev. 
Prelate,  and  that  I  think  your  Lordships 
will  be  glad  to  accede  to.  As  I  under- 
stand, the  right  rev.  Prelate  is  not 
averse  to  the  course  I  have  suggested.  I 
think  that  would  remove  the  objections 
which  the  noble  Earl  has  expressed 
against  your  Lordships  being  induced  to 
legislate  in  a  hurty  or  without  sufficient 
foundation.. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords,  I  also 
very  heartily  support  the  Second  Beading 
of  this  Bill,  because  I  confess  that  an 
impression  has  been  produced  by  the 
operation  of  this  system  of  infant 
insurance  which  seems  to  show,  in  my 
opinion,  that  the  legislation  enacted  in 
1875  needs  to  be  carried  somewhat 
further.  I  would  poipt  out  to  the  noble 
Earl  also  that  the  measure  which  the 
aright  rev.  Prelate  has  brought  for- 
ward is  a  further  step  in  this  matter 
taken  upon  the  lines  of  the  Act  of  1875. 
Whether  it  goes  too  far  or  not,  of  course, 
may  be  a  question.  The  Act  of  1875 
recognised  that  it  was  inexpedient  to 
permit  the  insurance  of  the  lives  of 
young  children  at  a  profit,  so  to  speak, 
beyond  the  expenses  to  which  the 
parents  may  be  put  in  case  of  their  death. 
That  is  quite  a  clear  proposition,  because 
it  fixes  a  strict  limit  as  to  the  amount  of 
insurance,  and  it  provides  for  necessary 
certificate  to  be  given.  I  need  not  trouble 
your  Lordships  with  the  machinery  pro- 
posed by  the  Act ;  but  it  is  provided  also 
that,  in  cases  of  double  insurances,  if  one 
Society  has  paid  the  other  Society  will 
not  pay  more  than  any  balance  there 
may  be  up  to  the  statutory  amount,  and 
it  is  provided  that  the  money  is  to  be 
paid  only  on  the  certificates  being  forth- 
coming that  the  child  has  not  come 
improperly  to  its  end.  Therefore,  the 
scheme  of  the  L^islature  was  to  limit 
the  amount  to  a  sum  which,  while 
providing  for  the  payment  of  expenses, 
would  not  afEord  a  temptation  to  the 
parents  or  persons  having  the  care  of  the 
child,  and  to  safeguard  the  life  of  the 
The  Lord  Chancellor 


child  by  requiring  a  medical  certificate. 
Well  now,  my  Lords,   the  suggestion  is 
that  the  existing  safeguards  have  proved 
insufficient,  and   that  they   have  been 
placed  too  high.     But  1  would  venture 
to  point  out  that  the  Legislature  has  not 
fixed  any  conditions  for  all  time.  At  the 
present  time,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  case  when  the  former  legislation  took 
place,  it  appears  that  these  little  funerals 
can  be  conducted  so  cheaply  that  even 
with  the  medical  and  other  expenses  the 
present    maximum    is   fixed  too   high. 
That  is  obviously  a  case  in  which  ti» 
Leg^lature  can  intervene  if  that  fact  is 
established.  Itisalsocertainlyopentocon- 
sideration  whether  the  other  safeguarcb 
are  sufficient.     But,  my  Lords,  I  am  veiy 
glad  that  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
on  the  Woolsack  has  made  the  sugges- 
tion he  has  of  referring  this  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee.     And  for  this  reason : 
I  think  your  Lordships  will  be  somewhat 
sensitive  about  initiatinglegislation  which 
concerns  exclusively  the  working  classes, 
who   I    know    are    not    directly    repre- 
sented     in     your     Lordships'     Hoose, 
in  a   manner    which   may    affect  their 
position     considerably,    without    giving' 
them    an     opportunity     of     expressing 
their    views,    so  that   your    Lordshifs 
may   be    in  possession  of   those    view* 
and    receive     guidance      from     them 
before   initiating  this  legislation.    For 
example,  you  have  the  question  of  amount 
to  deal  with.     That,   I  am  sure,  is  a 
matter  upon  which  yon  would  like  to 
hear   what  the  Friendly  Societies  who 
largely   represent   the   interests   of  the 
working  classes  have  to  say  with  regard 
to    whether    or  not  the   present  fimit 
is    to  stand.     As    to    the    rest  of  th» 
machinery     proposed     by    the    Bill,   I 
have  seen  considerable  objection  taken 
to    the     money    being    paid     to    the 
undertaker.      This  difficulty  arises.    If 
you  provide  that  the  money  is  to  be  paid 
to  the  undertaker  the  parent  says,  "  I  do 
not    get    it,     and    no    one    else    can 
get  it,  and  I  have  no  means  of  doing 
anything."       You    obviously    give   tie 
undertaker  the    entire     control    of  the 
insurance  money,  and  you  might  then 
have  the  undertaker,  who  is  certain  of 
receiving  his  money  from  the  Insnranoe 
Company,    doing   less    than    justice  to 
those  who  were  concerned  in  causing  the 
death  of  the  child.     I  do  not  propose 
to  deal  with  this  matter  further  on  the 
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present  occasion.     I  have  only  to  express 
Tny     satis&tction     with     the      proposal 
made   to  refer    the    Bill    to    a    Select 
Committee.      Tour  Lordships    will   re- 
inember  that  though  yon  luivo  to  pass 
Has  Bill  it  most  be  taken  elsewhere,  and 
if  yon  deal  rashly  or  injudiciously  with 
the  interests  of  the  working  classes  in 
this  matter  you  will  create  a  vast  amount 
of  opposition  to  the  Bill  elsewhere,  and 
yon  will  not  &cilitate  its  enactment  by 
its  passage  through  this  House.     But  if 
your  Lordships  pass  the  measure  through 
this  House    after  the   working  classes 
have  themselves  had  an  opportunity  of 
putting  forward  their  views  as  to  the 
machinery  of   the   Bill,   although  there 
may  be  some  little  delay  at  the  moment, 
you  will,  in  the  end,   accomplish  your 
object  more  speedily.     In  saying  that  I 
support  the  proposal  of  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  on  the  Woolsack,  I  would 
add  that  I  think  it  is  not  made  as  such 
proposals  sometimes  are  with  the  view 
■of  delaying  legislation,  but  really,  as  1 
think    will    turn    out  to  be  the  case, 
«f  expediting  it  as  much  as  possible. 
•The  Bishop  of   PETERBOROUGH : 
My  Lords,    I   merely   rise    to   say  how 
entirely  and  readily  I  concur  in  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
opposite,  and  I  will  take  the  opportunity 
of  adding  merely  one  or  two  words  with 
regard  to  the  criticisms  of   the   noble 
Earl.    The  noble  Earl  seemed  to  think  I 
mast  have  been  drawing  upon  my  im- 
agination when  I  stated  that  the  pay- 
ment of  Id.  a  week  for  six  months  would 
obtain  a  payment  of  £2  10s.     I  may  say 
that  I  took    the    statement    from    the 
published     tables     of    the     Prudential 
Society.      It  is,  therefore,  no   imagina- 
tion ;    it  is    a  simple  matter  of    fact. 
Then    the    noble    Earl    asked    whether 
these    Insurance     Societies     would    be 
likely  to   conduct  their   business  at  a 
km.    Well,    I    do    not  suppose  for  a 
moment  thatthey  would,  and  their  tables, 
no  doubt,  are  compiled  on  a  profit  basis. 
But  I  think  the  fallacy  of  the  noble 
Earl's  argument  is  that  he  assumes  that 
every   insurance   case    is   one   of   child 
murder.     In   that  case,  of  course,  the 
loss  to  the  Insurance  Companies  would 
be  enormous.     But  if  the  proportion  be 
aa  low  as  I  have  put  it,  namely,  one  in 
1,000,     that    loss    is    amply     covered 
by  the  gains  on  the  other  cases.     Then, 
with    regard  to  the   lapses  of  policies. 


in   the   large    number  of   cases  where 
children's  names  having  been  put  on  the 
books  of    the  Insurance  Company   the 
parents  have  not  kept  up  the  premiums. 
It  appears  that  those  lapses   amount  to 
one-third  of  the  whole  number  of  insur- 
ances,' so  that  the  society  can  very  well 
afford  to  pay  in  these  murder  cases,  and 
write  them  off  as  bad  debts.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose they  would  amount  to  a  very  large 
proportion   among  the  four  societies,  as 
against  the  profit  made  upon  the  600,000 
child  insurances  during  the  year.     Then, 
with  regard  to  the  statement  that  I  have 
produced    nothing    but    statements    of 
opinion,   I  would  submit    that,  on  the 
contrary,  that  is  exactly  what  the  noble 
Earl  did  in  his  speech  :  he  read  to  the 
House  nothing  but  opinions   36  years 
old.     My  contention  is,  that  it  is  within 
the  last   25   years — and  I  go  further, 
within  the  last  20  or  15  years — that  this 
immense  and  dangerous  development  of 
child-insurance  has  taken  place.     It  is 
perfectly    clear    that    the  noble  Earl's 
authorities  are  out  of  date,  and  altogether 
out  of  Court  in  the  case.     I  will   not 
detain  your  Lordships  longer  in  replying 
to  the  noble  Earl.     I  am  quite  sure  he 
is  as  anxious  as  I  can  be  for  the  protec- 
tion of  child-life  ;  and  I  have  only  now 
to  say  again,  as  I  said  in  my  speech,  that 
I  have  not  the  slightest  wish  to  unduly 
hurry  legistation   on  this  matter,  even 
if  it  were  in  my  power  to  do  so.     I  fully 
and  entirely  agree  with  the  noble  and 
learned  Lonl  who  has  just  sat  down, 
that  any  appearance  of  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  this   House  to  hurry  legislation 
of  this  kind  would  probably  have  a  most 
injurious  effect  upon    its   prospocts  in 
another  place.    Therefore,  I  quite  thank- 
fully accede  to  the  suggestion  which  the 
noble  Earl  on  the  Woolsack  has  made. 

•Eakl  BEAUCHAMP  :  Perhaps  I  may 
be  allowed  to  add  a  few  words  in  explana- 
tion. This  evidence,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  was,  of  coarse,  taken  in  the  year 
1854,  but  your  Lordships  will  understand 
that  the  practice  of  insuring  children's 
lives  had  been  going  on  antecedently  to 
that  time,  and  these  suspicions,  which 
were  largely  prevalent,  were  then  care- 
fully examined  into  by  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  who  were  very 
competent  to  inquire  into  the  matter, 
and  were  decided  to  be  groundless,  not 
upon  opinions  given  in  conversation  or 
in   leading  articles,  but  upon  evidence 
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given  before  aad  te8t«d  by  that  Committee 
of  the  Honse  of  Commons. 

Question  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2*  accordingly. 

•The  Bishop  of  PETERBOROUGH :  I 
beg  yonr  Lordships  now  further  to  allow 
the  Bill  to  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, to  take  evidence  and  to  report 
thereon  to  your  Lordships'  House. 

Bill  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

CHRIsrS  HOSPITAL. 
QUESnONS — OBSEETAIIONS. 

•Viscousrr  GALWAT,  in  rising  to  ask 
Her  Majesty's  Government  whether  the 
scheme  of  the  Charity  Commissioners 
for  the  management  of  Christ's  Hospital 
has  the  sanction  and  appioval  of  the 
present  Governors,  and  whether  the 
148th  clause  of  the  scheme  will  allow  the 
Charity  Commissioners  to  alter  the 
scheme  without  obtaining  the  sanction 
of  Parliament,  said  :  My  Lords,  I  do  not 
desire  to  enter  into  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  the  case  before  your  Lordships,  but 
simply  to  ascertain  whether  the  scheme 
proposed  has  the  consent  and  approba- 
tion of  the  Governors  of  Christ's 
Hospital ;  and  with  regard  to  the  second 
part  of  the  question  it  seems  to  me  that 
either  the  1 4:8th  clause  is  a  redundancy 
if  the  Commissioners  in  bringing  in 
another  scheme  are  obliged  to  lay  it  on 
the  Table  of  your  Lordships'  House — 
or  under  it  they  might  effect  a  great 
change  without  the  knowledge  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  beg  to  ask  the  question  which 
stands  in  my  name. 

•The  lord  PRESIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Cbanbrook):  My, 
Lords,  the  scheme  to  which  my  noble 
Friend  refers  is  one  which  has  been  a 
long  time  maturing ;  I  may  almost  say 
for  the  last  12  years.  When  it  first 
emanated  from  the  Charity  .  Commis- 
sion it  was  considered  very  care- 
fully by  the  Education  Department,  and 
passed  on,  as  there  was  an  opportunity 
of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  Judicial 
Committee.  I  understand  that  Com- 
mittee considered  all  objectionB  made, 
sitting  for  11  days,  and  eventually 
pissed  the  scheme  with  one  exception. 
The  new  scheme  rectified  in  that 
respect  is  now  before  Parliament, 
and,  so  far,  has  passed  without  op- 
position in  the  Honse  of  Commons  on 
Earl  Beatcchatnp 


the  part  of  anyone,  except  as  to  a  point 
of  detail  regarding  whi<ji  a  Division  was 
taken  the  other  night — quite  a  small  part 
of  it.     With  regard  to  the  attitude  of 
the  Grovemors  when    the   scheme  wa» 
before    the  Judicial  Committee  it  was 
opposed  by  many  of  the  Governois  and 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London, 
but  they  have  determined  now  not  to 
oppose  the  scheme,  and,  so  far  as  I  know, 
opposition     will    not    be  carried    into 
either  House  of  Parliament.    At  leasl^  I 
have  no  knowledge  on  the  subject  if  that 
is  intended.     With  regard  to  the  second 
matter  which  has  been  called  attention 
to  by  my  noble  Friend,  under  the  148tb 
clause  power  is  reserved  for  ordinaiy 
alterations     to    be     made     when    the' 
Governors  call   upon  the  Charity  Com- 
mission to  make   amendments  for  the 
better  working  of  the  scheme  ;  not  with 
the  view  to  make  it  a  different  scheme, 
but  with  a  view  to  make  it  a  scheme 
which,    under  the   management  of  the 
Governors,  can  be  made   operative.    If 
the  Charity  Comjnissioners  should  make 
alterations,  there  is  an   appeal  to  the 
Court  of  Chancery  provided  for.  If  there 
should    be    on    the    initiation    of    the 
Charity  Commission  a  change  of  scheme 
it  will  have  to  go  through  aU  the  steps 
which    the     scheme    itself     has    gone 
through. 

EDUCATION    OF    BUND    AND    DEAF- 

MUTE  CHILDREN  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

(no.  101.)     couurrEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order.) 

Clause  2. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  pob 
SCOTLAND  (The  Mabquess  op  Lothias): 
My  Lords,  in  this  clause  when  the  Bill 
was  read  the  date  of  the  commencement 
of  operation  of  the  Act  was  not  inserted. 
I  beg  now  to  move  the  insertion  of  that 
date,  IstJanuary,  1891. 

Amendment  proposed,  Clause  2,  page 
1,  line  9,  after  ("the  ")  insert  ("first"), 
and  after  ("  of  ")  insert  ("  January  aoe 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nmety- 
" one").— (The  Lord  Ker  [M.  Lothian.]} 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. 

The  Makquess  of  LOTHIAN  :  The 
Amendments  proposed  in  the  clause  are 
simply  to  give  better  effect  to  it  than  it 
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woald  have  as  it  now  stands.  It  has 
been  pointed  out  to  me  bj  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Public  Works  Loans 
that  there  would  have  been  some 
difficult  J  in  carrying  out  this  clause 
without  these  Amendments. 

Amendments  proposed, 

In  Clause  4,  page  2,  line  19,  after  ("  dialrict") 
inaert  ("and  school  boards  shall  have  the  same 
power  of  borrowing,  and  ihe  Public  Works 
Loan  Commissioners  of  lending,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  contributing  towards  or  of  establish- 
ing, building,  or  enlarging  such  a  school,  as  is 
conJFerred  bisection  forty-fire  of  the  Education 
(Scotland)  Act,  Ir-li,  with  respect  to  providing 
or  enlarging  a  school  honse");  line  20,  leave 
out  from  (■>  provided  ")  to  ("  1876  ")  in  line  23 
both  inclusive. — (The  Lord  Ker  \_X.  Lothian).'] 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

R«port  of  Amendments  thereof  to  be 
received  to-morrow ;  and  Bill  to  be 
printed  as  amended.     (No.  123.) 

MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL— (No.  119.) 
SGCOXD   RGADINQ. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

The  Eael  of  CASIPERDOWN  :  My 
Lords,  this  Bill  is  intended  to  remedy 
difiBculties  which  have  arisen  in  certain 
burghs  which  have  adopted  a  certain 
number  of  clauses  of  the  General  Police 
and  Improvements  (Scotland)  Act,  1862. 
A  burgh  may  adopt  either  the  whole  of 
the  Act  or  certain  clauses  of  it,  and  it 
has  happsned  in  some  cases  that  only 
certain  clauses  of  the  Act  have  been 
adopted.  Owing  to  this,  persons  who 
are  comprehended  in  a  new  Police 
Burgh,  but  who  are  not  in  the  old  burgh, 
have  not  received  the  power  of  voting, 
althoogh  they  are  liable  to  taxation,  and 
to  remedy  that  is  the  main  purpose  of 
this  Bill  My  Lords,  Clause  2  effects 
that  object.  Clause  3  merely  fixes  the 
first  election  in  any  burgh  which  falls 
under  this  Act  at  the  same  time  as  those 
in  other  burghs  which  have  adopted  the 
General  Police  Act.  Clause  4  refers  to 
matters  of  detail.  Those  are  the  whole 
of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  I  beg  now 
to  move  that  it  be  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  Order),  and 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
General  Bills. 

Honse  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before 

Seven  o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  a 

quarter  past  Ton  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OP    COMMONS, 
Monday,  16th  June,  1890.    • 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  6)  BILL.— <  Jy  Ordtr.) 
•(3.10.)  Mk.  CHANNING  (Northamp- 
ton, E.) :  I  beg  to  move — 

»  That  the  Order  [June  2nd]  that  the  Bill  be 
committed  be  read,  and  discharged,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  ISelect 
Committee  of  Nine  Members,  Five  to  be 
nominated  by  the  House  and  Four  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection.  That  all  Petitions 
against  the  Bill  presented  Three  clear 
days  before  the  Meeting  of  the  Committee 
be  referred  to  the  Committee:  that  the 
Petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  themselves, 
their  Counsel,  or  Agents,  be  beard  against  the 
Bill,  and  Counsel  heard  in  support  of  the  Bill. 
That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers,  and  records.  That  lliree  be 
ihe  quorum." 

I  have  also  to  move  a  corresponding 
Motion  in  relation  to  the  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill 
for  legalising  certain  dues  and  charges 
in  reference  to  the  Scilly  Islands.  In 
making  these  Motions,  I  am  asking 
the  House  to  sanction  some  further 
inquiry  into  the  circumstances  and 
proposals  of  these  Bills,  before  the  assent 
of  Parliament  is  given  to  them.  I  do 
not  ask  the  Honse  to  refuse  them 
altogether,  lut  only  to  refer  them  to  a 
Select  Committee,  and  the  reasons  which 
induce  me  to  do  so  are  these  :  in  the 
first  place,  the  circumstances  are  excep- 
tional, and  not  of  the  ordinary  nature  of 
the  Provisional  Order  Bills,  such  as  are 
passed  every  day  without  discussion  ;  and 
secondly,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  refer 
to  the  Motion  wich  I  moved  upon  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Pier  and  Harbour 
Bill 

•The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  :  No. 

•Mb.  CHANNING:  If  the  Govern- 
ment dissent,  of  course  I  will  not,  but  I 
think  it  would  expedite  business  if  I 
were  allowed  to  do  so.  I  will  confine 
myself,  then,  to  the  first  Bill,  and  the 
reason  why  I  desire  that  it  should  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  is  that 
it  sets  aside  the  principles  of  legislation 
which  was  sanctioned  in  1888,  and  again 
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last  year,  without  an  adequate  cause. 
As  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  objects  to  my  mentioning 
the  second  Bill,  I  will  defer  my  observa- 
tions in  regard  to  it,  uptil  I  can  bring 
them  more  regularly  before  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

♦Me.  RITCHIE:  I  only  interposed 
because  it  is  out  of  order  to  discuss 
another  Bill  now. 

♦Mb.  CHANNING:  This  Provisional 
Order  Bill  has  grown  out  of  the  49th 
section  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
Act  of  .1888,  which  was  passed  with  the 
view  of  giving  a  separate  constitution  to 
the  Scilly  Islands,  and  which  provides 
for  the  performance  within  the  islands 
of  the  duties  of  a  County  Council.  The 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  Local  Government 
Act  of  1888  provide  that  the  persons 
elected  to  the  County  Council  shall  have 
the  right  of  discharging  the  duty  of 
electing  their  own  Chairman,  and  the 
object  of  Section  49  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  and  of  similar  clauses  in  the 
Scotch  Act  of  last  year,  was  to  provide 
the  same  machinery,  rights,  privileges, 
and  powers  for  outlying  county 
electors.  It  is  obvious  that  the  Scilly 
Islands  could  not  be  included,  so  far  as 
local  government  is  concerned,  with  the 
County  Government  of  Cornwall,  and, 
therefore,  it  was  necessary  to  secure  a 
.separate  and  distinct  Government  /or 
these  islands.  At  the  same  time,  I 
maintain  that  the  Local  Government  Act 
never  contemplated  what  this  Bill  does, 
namely,  the  conversion  of  the  Scilly 
Islands  into  a  Crown  Colony  with  a 
permanent  Chairman.  Shetland  and 
Orkney  occupy  a  similar  position  to  the 
Scilly  Islands.  They  have  been  given 
a  County  Council,  but  they  have  a  right 
to  choose  their  own  Chairman,  and  to 
arrange  their  own  affairs  exactly  like 
any  other  county  in  England  and  Scotland. 
It  has  not  been  suggested  in  regard  to 
those  islands  that  any  single  individual 
shall  have  conferred  upon  him  the  rights 
of  a  statutory  chieftein.  The  Duke 
of  Sutherland  possesses  an  infinitely 
stronger  claim  from  his  territorial  rights 
in  Sutherlandshire  than  Mr.  Dorrien 
Smith  possesses  in  Scilly,  but  a  suggestion 
to  make  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  the 
statutory  Chairman  of  the  County  of 
Sutherland  would  have  been  scouted. 
All  I  ask  for  is  inquiry.  In  the  pre- 
amble of  the  present  Bill,  at  page  4,  the 
Mr.  Channing 


lease  by  which  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith  holds 
the  Scilly  Islands  is  referred  to,  and  the 
rights,  "powers,"  "franchises,"  and 
"  jurisdictions,"  which  have  been  handed 
over  to  him  by  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall, 
fmA  they  are  specially  reserved  for 
Mr.  Dorrien  Smith  under  Clause  31  of 
the  schedule.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
terms  of  that  lease  are,  and,  therefore, 
I  ask  for  inquiry,  in  order  that  we 
may  ascertain  whether  in  any  way  they 
confer  a  right  upon  Mr.  Dorrien  SmiUi 
to  control  the  electors  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  ordinary  business,  and 
whether  they  contravene  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  the  Act  of  1888  confers 
upon  county  electors.  I  shall  be  told,  of 
course,  that  the  people  of  the  Scilly 
Islands  have  not  petitioued  against  this 
Bill.  That  is  perfectly  true  ;  but  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  House  may 
draw  from  that  very  fact  some  ground 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  matter.  Certainly 
the  fact  is  established  that  the  Bill  con- 
travenes, without  assigning  a  reason,  one 
of  the  principles  of  the  Act  of  1888. 
There  are  one  or  two  matters  connected 
with  the  history  of  this  .proposal 
which  it  is  desirable  that  I  should  men- 
tion. When  the  proposal  for  giving  a 
County  Council  to  the  Scilly  Isl^ds  was 
first  discussed,  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Dorrien  Smith  was  that  the  Council 
should  not  be  elected  by  ballot,  but  by 
open  Vestry ;  but  the  Local  Government 
Board  very  properly  insisted  that  the 
elections  in  the  islands  should  be  con- 
ducted on  the  same  principle  as  those 
upon  the  mainland,  namely,  by  ballot 
I  think  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 
proposal  to  make  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith 
permanent  Chairman  was  meant  as  a 
BolativMi..  It  is  uo  secret  that  in  the 
original  draft  of  the  BiU  Mr.  Dorrien 
Smith  desired  to  have  himself  called 
"  lord  paramount "  of  the  island,  and 
it  was  only  when  it  was  pointed 
out  that  that  was  a  title  which  would 
be  in  conflict  with  the  rights  of 
the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  that  the 
claim  was  withdrawn.  This  shows,  to 
some  extent,  how  these  questions  have 
gi-own  up,  and  I  think  1  have  shown,  at 
all  events,  a  primd  facie  case  for  re- 
ferring the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee.  It 
will  be  said  that  the  inhabitants  have 
not  protested  against  the  BilL  Their 
position  is  peculiar.  Mr.  Dorrien 
Smith  is     proprietor    of    the     islands, 
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ander  the  Dachy,  and  his  power 
is  absolutely  paramount.  The  people 
are  afraid  to  oppose  his  wishes 
in  any  respect  whatever ;  but  I  think 
the  House  of  Commons,  has  a  right  to  go 
into  the  matter  and  ascertain  what  his 
rights  are.  In  regard  to  the  second  Bill, 
there  are  one  or  two  questions  I  would 
like  to  put  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  prefer  to  answer  them  now ;  but, 
if  not,  I  will  defer  them. 

•ifB.  RITCHIE:  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  better  put  them  now. 

•Mr.  CHANNING  :  They  refer  to  the 
Pier  and  Harbour  Bill. 

•Me.  SPEAKEE:  As  they  are  not 
connected  with  the  subject-matter  of  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House  they  had 
better  be  deferred. 

•Mb.  CHANNING  :  Then  I  will  con- 
elude  by  moving  the  Motion  which 
stands  on  the  Paper  in  my  name. 

Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed, 
"That  the  Order  [2nd  June]  that  the  Bill 
be  committed,  he  read,  and  discharged,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  committeiJ  to  a  Sjelect  Committee  of 
Nine  Members,  Five  to  be  Dominated  by  the 
House  and  Four  by  the  Committtee  of  Selection : 
that  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill  presented 
Three  clear  days  before  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee be  referred  to  the  Committee  ;  that  the 
Petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  themselveB, 
their  Counsel,  or  Agents,  be  heard  against  the 
Bill,  and  Counsel  heard  in  support  of  the  Bill ; 
that  the  Comniictee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers, and  records  ;  that  Thieebe  the 
qoorum." — (Jfr.  Channing.) 

*(3.18.)  The  SECRETAEY  to  the 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
LosG,  Wilts,  Davizes) :  I  should  have  no 
wish  to  complain  of  the  action  of  the  hon. 
Member  in  making  this  Motion,  if  he 
could  show  that  there  has  been  any 
serious  departure  from  the  provisions  of 
the  Local  Government  Act.  But  I  must 
remind  the  hon.  Member  and_  the  House 
that  provisions  are  contained  in  that  Act 
for  dealing  with  the  special  requirements 
of  any  district  in  which  it  might  be  neces- 
sary to  set  up  a  County  Council ;  and  an 
examination  into  the  circumstances  of 
the  Scilly  Islands  showed  the  f  ramers  of 
the  measure  that  such  special  powers 
Would  be  necessary  when  the  time  should 
arrive  for  establishing  a  County  Council 
there.  It  is  to  meet  an  anomalous  con- 
dition of  things  that  such  a  course  has 
been  taken.  I  cannot  help  expressing 
my  regret  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
moving  the  Motion,  actuated  only,  as  he 


told  the  House,  by  honest  and  sincere 
motives  for  the  interests  of  good  Local 
Government,  should  have  made  state- 
ments in  reference  to  Mr.  Doirrien  Smith 
which,  I  think,  he  will  find  very  few 
people  to  endorse. 

*Me.  CHANNING:  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  pardon  me  1  I  did  not  say  a 
single  word  that  could  reflect  upon  the 
action  of  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith.  I  most 
fully  recognised  his  efforts  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  people  of  the 
islands. 

*Mk.  LONG :  The  hon.<3entleman  said 
that  representations  had  been  made  to 
him  which  induced  him  to  believe  that 
the  people  of  the  islands  were  in  a  state 
of  fear,  and  that  they  were  unable  to 
represent  freely  their  own'  case.  1  leave 
the  House  to  judge  for  itself  whether 
that  does  not  imply  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith  is  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  frighten  the  people  of  the 
Scilly  Islands.  I  must,  therefore,  repeat 
my  regret  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  not  able  to  make  the  Motion 
without  indulging  in  an  imputation 
of  such  a  nature  against  Mr.  Dorrien 
Smith.  Section  49  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  says  that  Provisional  Orders 
shall  be,  as  far  as  possible,  in  consonance 
with  the  principles  of  the  Act,  and  that 
is  what  the  present  Order  is.  Anybody 
who  knows  the  Scilly  Islands  and  has 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  con- 
dition of  things  there  will  be  aware  that 
it  is  simply  ridiculous  to  say  that  the 
position  of  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  in  the 
County  of  Sutherland  can  be  compared 
with  the  position  of  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith 
in  the  Scilly  Islands.  The  present  Pro- 
visional Order  has  passed  through  all 
its  forms.  The  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  the  fact  of  there  having  been  no 
Petition  against  it  ought  not  to  weigh  on 
account  of  the  peculiar  position  occupied 
by  the  inhabitants.  Now,  every  pro- 
vision contained  in  this  Order  was  laid 
most  carefully  before  the  people  of  the 
islands,  and  every  opportunity  has  been 
afforded  for  the  presentation  of  Petitions, 
and  no  objection  has  been  raised  except 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  The 
hon.-  Gentleman  has  not  given  any 
ground  for  departing  from  the  in- 
variable rule  in  connection  with  Pro- 
visional Order  Bills,  .and  the  point  he 
has  raised  could  be  as  well  dealt  with  on 
the  Second  Reading  aa  in  Committee. 
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The  rights  of  the  county  electors  in  the 
Island  of  Scilly  will  not  be  in  any  way 
interfered  witti.  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith  is 
practically  the  Governor  of  the  islands, 
and  anyone  who  has  taken  the  trouble 
to  visit  them  must  be  satisfied  that  he 
has  done  his  best  for  the  interests  of  the 
inhabitants  and  that  his  rule  has  been  a 
most  beneticent  one. 

(3.30.)  Me.  CONrBEARE  (Cornwall, 
Camborne) :  I  gladly  recognise  the  able 
manner  in  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Northampton  (Mr.  Channing)  has 
dealt  with  this  matter ;  but  in  regard  to 
the  remarks  which  have  Mien  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  I  think  it  is  desirable  to  make 
it  quite  clear  to  the  House  that  there 
are  sufficient  grounds  for  our  opposition 
to  the  Bill  in  its  present  form.  The  hon. 
Gtentleman  has  complained  of  the  way 
in  which  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Northampton  dealt  with  the  matter  as 
far  as  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith  is  concerned  ; 
but,  after  the  ample  tribute  which  has 
been  paid  to  the  beneficent  action  of  Mr. 
Dorrien  Smith  and  his  family  in  connec- 
tion with  these  islands,  I  think  it  is 
unfair  to  take  my  hon.  Friend  to  task 
for  his  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
people  of  the  Scilly  Islands,  which,  is 
undoubtedly  an  important  factor  in  the 
case.  The  hon.  Gentleman  twits  my 
hon.  Friend  with  having  no  support  from 
the  people,  and  he  says  that,  being  fully 
cognisant  of  what  was  going  on,  they 
had  an  ample  opportunity  of  petitioning. 
He  added  that,  as  they  have  not  done  so,  it 
is  a  proof  that  they  are  in  favour  of  the 
Bill,  or  that  they  do  not  care  sufficiently 
about  it  to  oppose  it.  I  must  say  that 
the  absence  of  opposition  affords  proof, 
to  some  extent,  that  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  these  islands  are  scarcely 
worth  fighting  for;  but  I  have  had 
letters  from  dxEEerent  persons  living  in 
Scilly  which  state  that  the  inhabitants 
are  in  a  state  of  fear,  and  believe  that 
any  action  on  their  part  would  result  in 
their  being  forced  to  relinquish  their  hold- 
ings and  being  turned  out  of  the  islands. 
All  I  can  say  is,  that  if  the  inhabitants 
are  so  timorous  and  so  wanting  in  pluck 
it  will  only  serve  them  right  if  they 
suffer  in  future.  They  will  only  have 
themselves  to  thank,  and  nobody  else. 
But,  so  far  as  the  proposal  to  establish 
Mr.  Dorrien  Smith  as  the  permanent 
Chairman  is  concerned,  that  is  a  matter 
Mr,  Long 


altc^ether  apart  from  local  feeling.  It 
is  a  distinct  departure  from  a  funda- 
mental principle  recognised  in  the  Local 
Government  Act,  and  I  failed  to  find  in 
the  Bp)eech  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  a  single  justification 
for  this  extraordinary  departure  from 
the  settled  policy  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  The  only  reason  assigned  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  that  Mr.  Dorrien 
Smith  is  the  Governor  of  the  island — an 
autocrat  on  whom  the  welfare,  liberties, 
and  prosperity  of  these  people  depend. 
That,  I  think,  is  a  strong  reason  why 
we  should  not  increase  and  extend  the 
power  of  this  gentlenoan  by  constituting 
him  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  the 
future  controller  of  their  destinies  for  all 
time  to  come. 

(3.45.)  Me.  BOLITHO  (Cornwall,  Si 
Ives)  :  Last  autumn  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  sent  down  an  experienced 
gentleman  to  inquire  into  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  That  gentleman 
took  evidence,  and  the  present  Bill  is 
the  outcome  of  his  inquiry.  No  doubt 
there  are  anomalies  in  the  case,  but  the 
Scilly  Islands  themselves  are  an  anomaly. 
For  my  part,  I  hold  that  the  Government 
have  been  wise  in  placing  a  clause  in 
this  Bill  as  an  incentive  and  stimulant 
to  the  temporary  owner  of  the  property 
to  reside  amongst  the  islanders  and  give 
them  thebenefitofhisinfluenceandad  vice. 
If  any  man  deserves  enconragement  and 
support  in  connection  with  the  Scilly 
Ishinds  it  is  Mr.  Dorrien  Smith.  When 
he  came  into  this  inheritance  he  found 
the  people  in  a  deplorable  and  impover- 
ished condition.  He  has  encouraged 
their  industry,  especially  in  the  growth 
of  flowers,  and  they  are  now  frugrf, 
industrious,  contented,  and  prosperous. 
They  are  not  afraid  of  speaking  their 
own  mindsr  and  I  know  from  experience, 
that  if  theyfelt  dissatisfaction, neither  Mr. 
Dorrien  Smith  nor  anybody  else  would 
prevent  them  from  expressing  it. 

(3.50.)     The    House    divided :— Ayes 
105;  Noes  179.— (Div.  List,  No.  135.) 

•Mr.  CHANNING:   I  have  a  similar 

Motion  on  the  Paper  in  regard  to  anotiier 
Bill ;  but,  after  the  Division  which  has 
just  taken  place,  I  do  not  propose  to  pro- 
ceed with  it.  I  should  Uke,  however, 
to  hear  from  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  why  the  dues  on  exported  shell 
fish  and  flowers  are  not  regulated  and 
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controlled  by  the  Provisional  Order  for 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  re- 
sponsible, and  why  these  dues  are  left 
to  the  abeolate  discretion  of  Mr.  Dorrien 
Smith? 
•Thb  president  of  thk  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  It  is  impossible  in  the  schedule 
attached  to  a  Provisional  Order  to 
schedule  every  article,  but  I  believe  that 
in  this  case  the  schedule  has  received 
the  approval  of  the  fishermen  them- 
selves. If  the  hon.  Gentleman  requires 
further  information,  and  will  put  a 
question  upon  the  Paper,  I  shall  be 
hapi7  to  answer  it. 


Code. 


QUESTIONS. 


lOO 


REGISTRAKS'  FEES  (MIDDLESEX). 
Address  for — 

**  Uetum  ahowing  for  each  of  years  1888  and 
1889,  the  Feea  received  by  the  Registrars  of 
Middlesex,  the  number  of  tranBactions,  the 
expenses  of  the  ofSce,  and  the  net  amount 
paid  to  the  surviving  Be^trar  and  to  the 
Qaeen's  Remembrancer  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper)  No.  242,  of  Ijession 
1888)."— (&V  John  Lubhoek.) 

EAST  INDIA  (ACCOUNTS.) 
Address  for — 

"  Detailed  Particulars  respecting  the  under- 
mentioned Items  in  the  Home  Accounts  of  the 
OoTemment  of  India,  of  which  no  particulars 
appear  in  Parliamentary  Paper  No.  171,  9th 
May  1890  :— 

The  Persons  to  whom  payments  were 
made,  the  Amounts  paid  in  each  in- 
stance, and  the  reason  for  making  such 
payments  of  Compassionate  Allowances, 
£2,457  148.  «d.  (page  9) ; 
like  information  respecting  Compassionate 
and  Miscellaneous  Pensions,  £4,9d7 
7s.  6d.,  and  GrratoitieB,  £585  (page  11)  ; 
like  information  respecting  Gratuities 
granted  on  retirement  to  members  of  the 
Uncovenanted  Services  of  India,  £2,057 
2«.  Id.  (page  11);  and 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  follow- 
ing Charges  were  incurred :  '  Cost  of 
Stores  lost  in  transit  in  India,'  £7,808 
48.  Id.  (page  13)."— (ifr.  Sradlaugh.) 

WHITQirr  HOSPITAL  (CROYDON). 

Copy  ordered — 

"Of  the  Correspondence  which  has  passed 
Itetween  the  Cl^anty  Commissioners  and  the 
Governors  of  the  Whitgift  Hospital,  Croydon, 
on  the  subject  of  the  disallowance  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  amount  expended  by  the 
Trostees  in  the  restoration  of  the  tomb  of 
Archbishop  Whitgift  (the  founder  of  the 
Ho«pital),  in  the  Parish  Church,  Croydon." — 
(Jfr.  Sptnctr  Salfour). 


COMMERCIAL  TREATIES. 
Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  the  Treaties 
of  Commerce  -concluded  in  1862  and 
1865  with  Belgium  and  the  German 
Zollverein  preclude  the  conclusion  oi 
any  preferential  commercial  arrange- 
ment for  mutual  advantage  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Her  Majesty's 
Colonial  or  Indian  possessions,  and  if 
these  foreign  restrictions  upon  domestio 
commerce  are  extended  by  the  most- 
favoured  nation  agreement  to  every 
other  foreign  State  ;  and  in  such  ct^se  if, 
having  regard  to  the  well-known  Report 
of  the  Privy  Conncil  of  Canada 

"  that  trade  should  be  as  free  as  practicable 
between  the  various  portions  of  the  Empire, 
having  regard  solely  to  their  own  interestv^ 
and  unfettered  by  any  obligation  to  treat  others 
with  equal  favour," 

as  also  to  repeated  expressions  of  opiniou 
to  Uke  effect  in  the  Dominion  Parlia- 
ment, and  in  Australasia,  an  undertaking 
can  be  given  that  advantage  shall  be 
taken  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the 
forthcoming  expiration  upon  due  notice 
of  several  foreign  Treaties  of  Commerce 
to  denounce  and  determine  such  inter- 
British  commercial  disability  ? 

•The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.)  :  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that 
the  Treaties  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  would  have,  in  all  cases,  the  effect 
suggested  in  the  first  part  of  his  ques- 
tion, but  he  will  find  the  clauses  referred 
to  in  the  Paper  presented  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  dated  17th  April,  1888. 
(C  5369.)  This  Paper  also  includes  a. 
Memorandum  by  Sir  B.  Hertslet,  on 
the  subject.  No  doubt  this  important 
matter  will  be  considered  when  new 
Commercial  Treaties  are  about  to  be 
concluded  with  foreign  States. 

THE  NEW  CODE. 
Me.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
tion whether,  having  regard  to  the 
limited  accommodation  afforded  by  the 
training  colleges  in  the  past,  and  the 
admitted  excellence  and  efficiency  of 
large   numbers  of  certificated  teachers 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1O03         Ai^iour  Piercinff 


{COMMONS} 


Projectiles. 


1004 


who  bave  been  trained  outside  those 
institutiotis,  he  will  amend  the  nomen- 
clature and  cancel  the  distinctions  of 
Article  73  of  the  New  Code  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  thr 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke,  Kent, 
Dartford)  :  I  have  already  had  regard  to 
the  limited  accommodation  afforded  by 
the  training  colleges  in  the  past  by 
undertaking  that  the  change  shall  not 
be  retrospective,  and  I  have  recognised 
the  admitted  excellence  of  that  large 
number  of  certificated  teachers  who  may 
not  entera  training  college,  by  not  allowing 
the  distinction,  even  in  the  future,  to 
aSect  the  principal  teachers,  and  I  am 
further  willing,  so  far  as  the  difiBculty  is 
one  of  nomenclature,  to  amend  the  terms 
of  the  Article,  and,  to  that  extent,  meet 
the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 

MAGISTRATES'  CLERKS. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
following  remarks  by  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  in  delivering  judgment:  in  the 
recent  case  of  "  Dixon  v.  Wells  "  : — 

"A  practice  seems  to  hare  risen  up  of 
Magiatratew  clerks  hearings  complaints  and 
taking  summonses  to  any  Magistrates  to  be 
signed,  they  being  ignorant  of  the  case  and 
not  knowing  whether  there  is  a  primd  faeit 
case  or  not.    A  looser  practice  and  more  likely 

to  lead  to  injustice  I  cannot  conceive 

Tt  may  often  happen  that  summonses  are  issued 
without  any  case  whatever.  I  cannot  regard  a 
summons  so  issued  in  direct  defiance  of  the  Act 
as  a  Bummoos  issued  under  it." 

And  whether,  especially  in  the  interest  of 
poor  persons  who  cannot  pay  for  pro- 
fessional assistance,  he  will  issue  a  Home 
Office  Circular  to  Magistrates'  clerks 
drawing  their  attention  to  the  matter, 
and  to  the  observations  thereupon  of  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  t 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob  the 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Matthews, 
Birmingham,  E.) :  I  have  seen  a  report 
of  the  case  in  question.  I  have  consulted 
the  best  authority  within  my  reach,  and 
I  am  advised  that  there  is  no  reason  to 
suppose  the  law  is  not  well  known  which 
makes  the  issue  of  a  summons  an  act  of 
judicial  discretion,  depending  on  the 
nature  of  the  information  or  complaint 
laid  before  a  Justice,  and  incapable  of  being 
delegated  to  his  clerk  or  anybody  else ; 
and  that  it  \|puld  not  be  desirable  to  issue 
Mr.  Mundetta 


any  Circular  which  either  limited  this 
discretion  or  suggested  any  other  rules 
than  those   which  follow  from  Jervis's 

Act. 

INDIGENT  EMIGRANTS  TO  AMERICA. 
Mr.  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  had 
intended  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  rejection  by  America  of 
certain  indigent  emigrants  recently 
conveyed  to  New  York  by  the  Canard 
Steamship  Company,  and  to  that  line 
being  required  by  the  United  States* 
Authorities  to  bring  them  back  to 
Liverpool ;  and  if  he  can  state  the 
nationality  of  these  persons  who  are 
unfit  for  America,  and,  in  the  event  of 
their  being  foreigners,  if  their  repat- 
riation can  be  effected,  having  regard  to 
there  being  less  space  in  the  United 
Kingdom  than  in  America  for  superfluous 
foreign  workers  1  At  the  request  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  will  postpone 
the  question. 

ARMOUR  PIERCING  PROJECTILES. 
Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if 
the  armour-piercing  projectiles,  which  to 
the  amount  of  £13,080  were  last  year 
purchased  from  foreigners,  could  have 
been  obtained  from  Sheffield;  if  the 
braid  and  cloth  ordered  from  abn»d,  to 
the  extent  of  £6,367,  were  unobtainable 
at  Bradford,  Huddersfield,  or  Limerick ; 
and  if  the  wood  for  £20,654  worth  of 
butt«  and  fore-ends  could  have  been 
purchased,  if  not  at  home,  at  least 
within  the  Empire  f 

•The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Spanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle)  :  Special  negotiations  were 
entered  into  with  a  Sheffield  firm  for  the 
armour-piercing  projectiles,  but  their 
terms  were  too  high.  Trial  orders  for 
braid  and  cloth  are  in  the  hands  of 
English  manufacturers,  but  no  progress 
has  been  made  during  the  last  1 1  months, 
so  that  we  cannot  at  present  get  these 
goods  in  England.  As  regards  butts 
and  fore-ends  of  rifles,  I  regret  that  at 
present  no  walnut  has  been  found  of 
suitable  quality,  except  that  which  is 
grown  on  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

In  reply  to  a  further  question  by  Mr. 
Howard  Viscent, 

*Mb.  E.  stanhope  said:  The 
difference    in     price    of    the     armour- 
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piercing  projectiles  obtained  from 
foreigners  was  £14  each.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  secure  a  redaction  of  price 
from  English  firms,  but  no  satis&ictory' 
arrangement  was  made. 

THE  LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 
Me.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
London  County  Council  dispute  the  right 
of  ratepayers  or  electors  to  inspect 
Minutes  of  proceedings  of  Committees  of 
the  Council,  notwithstanding  "The 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882," 
Section  233,  which  gave  the  right  to 
burgesses  to  inspect  "the  Minutes  of 
proceedings  of  the  Council,"  which  was 
made  applicable  to  County  Councils  by 
"The  Local  Government  Act,  1888,"  on 
the  alleged  ground  that  proceedings  of 
Committees  of  the  Council  are  not 
"  proceedings  of  the  Council "  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  bulk,  or  nearly  all  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council,  are  by  Commit- 
tees of  that  body,  and  that  such  Commit- 
tees may  consist  of  the  whole  or  parts  of 
the  Council ;  and  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  recognise  the  above 
construction  of  the  statute  to  be  correct ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  it  waa  intended  by 
the  Local  Gk)verament  Act  that  the 
ratepayers  should  have  no  right  to  inspect 
Minutes  of  proceedings  and  acts  done  by 
the  Council  by  delegation  to  Committees 
of  the  whole  or  part  of  their  body  1 
•Mb.  RITCHIE  :  I  was  not  aware  that 
the  question  as  to  the  right  of  ratepayers 
or  electors  to  inspect  the  Minutes  of  pro- 
ceedings of  Committees  of  the  London 
County  Council  had  been  raised  prior  to 
the  notice  which  was  given  'of  the 
question  by  the  hon.  Member.  I  am 
aware  that  a  lai^e  proportion  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  County  Council  are 
by  Committees  of  that  body,  but  I  am  in- 
formed that  all  proceedings  of  Commit- 
tees which  are  important  are  reported  to 
the  Council,  and  that  the  Minutes  con- 
taining those  Reports  are  open  to  the 
inspection  of  county  electors  in  London. 
The  view  which  the  County  Council 
have  adopted  is  that  the  proceedings  of 
Committees  of  the  Council  are  not  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  within  the  mean- 
ing of  Section  233  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  1882,  which  is  applied 
to    County    Coancils    by    the     Local 


Government  Act,  and  I  am  advised  that 
this  construction  of  the  statute  is  correct. 
The  County  Council  in  this  matter  are- 
in  the  same  position  as  a  Municipal 
Corporation. 

THE  ZAMBESI. 
Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  what  was  defined  to  be 
the  eastemboundaryof  theBritishsphere 
of  influence  south  of  Zambesi  when 
that  sphere  of  influence  was  formerly 
proclaimed  :  and  whether  Kgamiland 
was  included  in  such  sphere  of  influence  7 
*The  under  secretary  or 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Sir  J.  FERaussoN,  Manchester,  N.E.) : 
I  understand  that  my  hon.  Friend  chiefly 
wishes  for  information  respecting  the 
western  boundary.  The  eastern  boun- 
dary was  the  Portuguese  Province  of 
Sofala.  That  on  the  northwest  was,  as 
was  stated  in  the  answer  of  the  13th  to 
Mr.  Baumann,  only  roughly  indicated. 
The  question  of  Ngamiland  is  under  dis- 
cussion and  no  opinion  can  be  given. 

HIGH  COMMISSIONER  FOR  SOUTH 
AFRICA. 
Mb.  HANBURY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
what  has  been  the  salary  of  the  High 
Commissioner  for  South  Africa  at  various 
times  since  the  creation  of  that  office ; 
what  proportion  of  it  has  been  paid  by 
the  Imperial  Government  and  Cape 
Colony  respectively;  and  what  is  the 
proportion  of  such  payments,  and  the 
total  salary,  at  the  present  time  ? 
•The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOE  THE  COLONIES  (Baron 
H.  DE  Worms,  Liverpool,  East  Toxteth)  r 
When  the  High  Commissionership  wa» 
first  created  the  Governor  of  the  Cape, 
who  has  always  held  the  appointraenty 
was  merely  High  Commissioner  for  the 
tribes  on  the  Eastern  frontier.  He 
received  £1,QP0  a  year  from  Cape  funds, 
in  addition  to  £5,000  a  year  also  from 
Cape  funds  as  Governor.  Sir  Bartle 
Frere,  who  in  1877  was  first  appointed 
High  Commissioner  for  South  Africa, 
also  received  £1,000  a  year  from  Cape 
funds,  as  did  Sir  Hercules  Robinson.  In 
1889  a  Cape  Act  was  passed,  No.  38  of 
1889,  increasing  the  High  Commissioner's 
salary  from  colonial  funds  to  £3,000  a 
year.  Sir  Bartle  Frere  was  paid  £1,500 
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a  year  as  a  personal  allowance  from 
Imperial  funds.  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson 
received  and  Sir  Henry  Loch  receives 
£1,000  from  the  same  source.  These 
Imperial  allowances  were  granted  in 
each  case  upon  personal  grounds,  and  do 
not  necessarily  attach  to  the  office.  The 
total  salary  being  £9,000,  the  propor- 
tion of  the  Imperial  payments  to  the 
total  salary  at  the  present  time  is  1  to  4 
if  the  salary  of  the  High  Commissioner- 
ehip  is  meant,  or  1  to  9  if  the  total 
emoluments  of  Sir  Henry  Loch  are  meant. 
Me.  HANBURY  :  I  understand  that 
the  result  is  this,  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment pays  £3,000,  and  the  Imperial 
Government  £1,000. 
•Baeon  H.  de  WORMS :  Tea,  Sir. 

SOARCrTT  OF  SMALL  SILVER  CHANGE. 
Mr.  HERMON-HODGB  (Lancashire, 
Accrington)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  increasing  diffi- 
culty of  getting  small  silver  change,  such 
as  sixpences,  in  London  ;  and  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  owing  to  their  bulk,  and 
the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between 
them,  the  new  4s.  and  5s.  pieces  are 
most  unpopular,  so  much  so  that  in  some 
clubs  the  cashiers  rapidly  accumulate 
fiums  of  'from  £20  to  £25  in  these  coins, 
of  which  they  cannot  get  rid  ? 

•The  chancellor  of  the  EX 
CHEQUER  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square):  I  am  glad  that  my 
lion.  Friend  has  asked  this  question. 
Yes,  Sir,  I  have  heard  of  the  alleged  in- 
creasing difficulty  of  getting  small  silver 
change,  such  as  sixpences,  in  London ; 
but  I  have  repeatedly  stated  in  this 
House  that  the  Government  have  uo 
means  of  increasing  the  amount  in  cir- 
culation. There  are  at  this  moment  in 
the  Bank  of  England  3,760,000  shillings 
■and  3,000,000  sixpences  reaidy  for  circu- 
lation. Any  bank  can  obtain  them. 
Clubs,  shopkeepers,  or  individuals  have 
only  to  ask  their  bankers  to  supply  them, 
and  they,  in  their  turn,  can  set  them  into 
circulation.  With  regard  to  the  second 
question,  namely,  the  crowns  and  double 
florins,  I  am  not  aware  that  they  are 
most  unpopular,  except,  possibly,  in 
clubs.  On  the  contrary,  lai^  demands 
continue  to  be  made  for  them ;  £70,000 
•worth  were  asked  for  lately  within  a  very 
few  days.  If  it  is  said  that  the  cashiers 
of  the  clubs  cannot  get  rid  of  these 
Baron  U.  de  Worms 


pieces,  but  accumulate  them  to  the 
amount  of  £20  to  £25,  I  presume  th&t 
if  they  keep  a  good  balance  at  their 
bankers,  and  send  them  these  coins,  ask- 
ing the  bank  to  give  them  shillings  and 
sixpences  in  exchange,  the  banks  would 
not  be  unwilling  to  oblige  such  valuable 
customers. 

ADMIRALTY    SURVEYS— CASE    OF 
PATRICK  LAMB. 

Mr.  WEBB  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  circumstances  narrated  in  the  "  Ad- 
miralty Surveys  Report  for  1889,"  under 
which  last  year,  at  personal  loss  to  him- 
self, Patrick  Lamb  indicated  to  the 
Admiralty  Surveyors  a  rock  suspected, 
but  theretofore  not  located,  about  20 
miles  from  Cape  St.  Mary,  Newfound- 
land ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  state- 
ment in  the  Report  that 

"  The  importaace  of  the  knowledge  of  its 
existence  will  be  at  once  seen  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  many  mail  steamers  pass  this  way  on 
tht'ir  course  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  that, 
though  in  ordinary  weather  the  largest  ship 
would  cross  it  in  safety,  the  heavy  seas  of  an 
AtlHntic  gale,  in  such  an  exposed  pufitioD, 
would  infHllibly  cause  her  to  strike,  with,  in 
all  probability,  immediate  fonndering  as  tha 
result," 

Patrick  Lamb  has  received,  or  will  re- 
ceive, some  reward  or  distinction  for  his 
conduct  % 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  Q.  Hamiton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  Patrick  Lamb  has  received  a 
reward  of  £20  from  the  officer  in  char^ 
of  the  survey,  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
variable practice  whenever  information 
is  received  that  leads  to  the  discovery  of 
dangerous  rocks,  which  would  otherwise 
not  have  been  noted  on  the  charts. 
Many  rocks  have  been  noted  on  the 
charts  in  this  manner.  Each  such  case 
is  considered  on  its  merits,  and  in  this 
instance  the  reward  granted  was  thought 
to  be  adequate. 

IRELAND— INCOME     TAX. 

Mr.  KNOX(Cavan,  W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  will  agree  to  the  Return  as  to  Income 
Tax  (Ireland),  which  stands  on  the  Paper 
for  to-day  1 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  I  have  made  inquiry, 
and  find  that  the  information  cannot  be 
obtained.  It  is  not  possible,  therefoie, 
to  give  the  Return. 
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SUPPLY  OF  NEWSPAPERS,  &c.,  TO 
WORKHOUSES. 

Mb.  mac  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieatenant  of  Ireland  whether  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  Ireland  are  empowered,  as 
similar  Bodies  are  in  England,  to  defray 
out  of  the  rates  the  cost  of  supplying  the 
inmates  of  workhouses  with  newspapers, 
periodicals,  and  books ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  President  of  the  Local 
Goremment  Board  in  England  has 
directed  that  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local 
OoTernment  Board  shall  be  instructed, 
in  connection  with  their  visits  to  work- 
houses, to  give  this  subject  their  special 
attention,  and  to  report  to  the  Board  as 
to  the  views  and  practice  of  the 
Goaidians  with  respect  to  such  supply ; 
whether  he  will  give,  if  ho  can  do  so 
legally,  similar  directions  to  Local 
Government  Board  Inspectors  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  whether,  if  the  law  in  Ireland 
is  in  this  respect  different  from  the  law 
in  England,  the  Government  will  intro- 
duce a  measure  for  the  assimilation  of 
the  law  in  Ireland  to  the  law  in  Eng- 
land on  this  subject  t 

Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  have  also 
to  ask  whether  any  expense,  incurred  by 
Poor  Law  Guardians  in  Ireland  for  the 
purpose  of  Ezpplying  reading  matter  to  the 
inmates  of  workhouses  is  disallowed  by 
the  Auditors  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  ;  and,  if  this  is  the  case,  whether 
he  will  take  steps  to  have  the  Rules  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  altered  in 
this  particular  1 

The  chief  SECRETABY  fob  IRE 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfouk,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  I  have  ascertained  that  there  is  no 
enactment  expressly  empowering  Boards 
of  Guardians  in  Ireland  to  provide  the 
inmates  of  workhouses  with  newspapers, 
periodicals,  and  books.  When  such  ex- 
penditure is  incurred,  it  is  a  matter  for 
the  Anditor  to  determine  if  such  shall 
be  allowed.  The  Local  Government 
Board  believe  that  literature  of  this 
nature  is  usually  supplied  by  private 
contribution.  Inquiries  will  be  made, 
and  there  is  every  desire  that  the  practice 
in  Ireland  should  be  on  all  fours  with 
that  in  England. 

POST    OFFICE    AT  MANOO, 
Me.    WILLIAM    REDMOND    (Fer- 
managh, N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 


master General  whether  he  has  con- 
sidered the  Petition  presented  to  him  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Manoo,  in  the  County 
of  Fermanagh,  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Post  Office  in  their  district  t 
•The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
RuEES,  Cambridge  University) :  I  have 
considered  the  Petition  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member,  and  I  should  have 
been  glad  to  comply  with  it,  but  I  find 
that  the  cost  involved  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Post  Office  at  Manoo  would  be 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  revenue  froin 
the  six  letters  a  day  to  be  benefited. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  regret  that  a 
Post  Office  cannot  be  opened  at  Manoo. 
There  are  three  Post  Offices  Kish,  Edeney, 
and  Lisnaritek,  within  three  miles  from 
Manoo. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  IN  DONEGAL. 

Me.  DALTON  (Donegal,  W.):  I  be;? 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if 
he  can  now  state  the  cause  of  the  delay 
in  granting  the  sum  of  £11 6,000, Irecom- 
mended,  so  strongly  by  the  Light  Bail- 
way  Commissioners,  and  approved  of 
unanimously  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  the 
County  Donegal  at  the  last  Spring 
Assizes,  in  favour  of  the  Stranorhur  and 
Glenties  line  ;  and  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  no  objection  to  the  proposed  line  has 
been  received  from  any  quarter  1  I  also 
wish  to  ask  whether  the  Government 
have  yet  decided  on  the  route  for  the 
North- West  Donegal  Railway  line  to 
Falcarragh ;  and,  ii  not,  will  he  direct  a 
sworn  inquiry  to  be  held  at  Milford  or 
Ramelton,  in  order  that  the  inhabitante 
of  these  towns  might  produce  evidence 
in  favour  of  the  proposed  line  from 
Letterkenny  vid  Ramelton,  Milford, 
Carrigart,  Greeslough,  and  Dunfanaghy  ? 

Mb.  LEA  (Londonderry):  I  beg  also 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Treasury  have  decided  to 
give  the  Donegal  and  Killybeg  Light 
Railway  Company  a  free  grant  under 
"The  Light  Railways  (Ireland)  Act, 
1889,"  for  the  construction  of  their  lail- 
way ;  and,  if  so,  whether  a  similar  grant 
will  at  the  same  time  be  made  to  the 
line  from  Stranorlar  to  Glenties,  in  the 
same  County  of  Donegal,  opening  up  the 
congested  district  of  the  Barony  of 
Boylagh,*  whether  the  last-mentioned 
line  was  recommended  by  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  under  the  said  Act ; 
and  if,   under    tho    circumst'\nce8,  the 
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Treasury  will  give  at  least  equal  facili- 
ties to  the  Gleuties  line  as  to  the  Killj- 
beg  line  t 

The  SECRETAR Yto  the  TREASURY 
(Mr.  Jacksou,  Leeds,  N.)  :  I  can  under- 
stand the  desire  of  hon.  Members  and 
their  constituents  to  know  whether 
light  railway  schemes  affecting  their 
districts  are  likely  to  be  aided  under  the 
Act  of  last  Session.  1  would  point  out, 
however,  that  the  Treasury  and  the  Irish 
Government  are  engaged  in  negotiations 
and  deliberations  under  quite  novel  and 
somewhat  difficult  circumstances.  The 
iacb  is,  there  are  more  schemes  than 
money,  and,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  that 
we  should  proceed  very  cautiously,  in 
order  to  select  the  best  schemes,  and 
those  which  will  best  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  districts  as  a  whole. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
We  have  vainly  endeavoured  to  extract 
some  idea  as  to  what  month  in  the 
coming  year  it  will  be  possible  to  get  an 
answer  to  this  important  question.  The 
Government  have  now  had  nine  months 
to  consider  the  matter ;  how  soon  next 
year  may  we  expect  an  answer  t 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  hope  within  the 
limit  of  the  time  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  give  a  favourable  answer.  I  am 
afraid  that  the  answer  I  have  given  must 
cover  the  other  questions  upon  the  same 
subject  which  stand  on  the  Paper. 
Various  schemes  have  been  under  con- 
sideration in  regard  to  West  Donegal, 
but  none  has  yet  been  authorised. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Is  it  true  that 
there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  fric- 
tion between  the  Irish  Office  and  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject ;  that  the  Irish 
Office  take  one  view  and  the  Treasury 
another  ? 

Me.  JACKSON :  I  do  not  like  to  sug- 
gest that  that  question  is  in  the  nature 
of  a  fishing  inquiry,  but  there  is  no 
ground  for  it. 

CORK  LTJNATIO  ASYLUM. 
Mb.'  M.  HEALY  (Cork):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  the  recent 
Report  of  the  Government  Inspectors 
with  reference  to  the  Cork"  Lunatic 
Asylum,  and  to  the  discussion  thereon 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors on  the  10th  instant ;  whether  it  is 
Mr.  Lea 


the  fact,  as  stated  by  one  of  the  Gover- 
nors, that  the  Asylum  was  built  to  accom- 
modate only  500  inmates,  and  that  the 
numberof  inmates  is  now  1,000  ;  whether 
the  Inspectors  reported  that  the  Asylum 
had  reached  the  utmost  limit  to  which 
it  should  be  allowed  to  grow,  and  that 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  decrease 
the  number  of  inmates;  and  whether 
the  Government  propose  to  take  any 
action  either  as  to  this  portion  of  the 
Report,  or  as  to  the  complaints  made  in 
the  Report  as  to  want  of  cleanliness  and 
proper  sanitary  arrangements  in  the 
establishment ) 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  is  a  fact 
that  the  Cork  Asylum  was  originally 
bnilt  to  accommodate  only  500  patients. 
But  since  then,  from  time  to  time,  very 
considerable  structural  additions  have 
been  made,  though  not  to  an  extent 
sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
present  number  of  inmates  which  at  the 
beginning  of  this  month  was  1,038. 
The  Inspectors  did  express  an  opinion 
to  the  effect  indicated  in  the  third  para- 
graph. The  Inspectors'  Report  is  under 
the  consideration  of    the   Government. 

IRISH    COURT    RULE?. 

Mb.  HOZIER  (Lancashire,  S.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  the  jurisdiction  exercised  by 
the  English  Courts  under  the  Judicature 
Rules  of  1875  over  defendants  domiciled 
in  Scotland  or  Ireland  was  taken  away  in 
1883  ;  whether  a  similar  jurisdiction  is 
still  exercised  by  the  Irish  Courts  under 
the  Irish  Judicature  Rules  of  1877  over 
Scotchmenand  Englishmen ;  and  whether, 
if  so.  Her  Majesty's  (Jovemment  will 
take  steps  to  have  the  Irish  Court  Rules 
assimilated  to  the  English  Rules  as 
r^;ards  jurisdiction  over  persons  domi- 
ciled outside  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction 
of  the  Courts  1 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  power  of  the  English 
Courts  to  order  service  of  a  writ  on  a 
defendant  resident  in  Scotland  or  Ireland 
would  appear  to  have  been  abridged  in 
one  particular  class  of  cases  only  by  the 
Rules  of  1883,  namely,  in  actions  for 
the  breach  of  contract,  which,  according 
to  the  terms  thereof,  ought  to  be  per- 
formed in  England.  No  similar  restric- 
tion was  made  by  the  Rules  of  the  Irish 
Court,  but  by  me  33rd  section  of  the 
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Irish  Jndiestare  Act  it  is  enacted  that 
whenever  application  ia  to  be  made  for 
leave  to  sarve  a  defendant  resident  out 
of  the  jurisdiction 

"the  Conrt  or  Julge  to  whom  such  applica* 
tion  shall  be  made  shall  have  regard  to  the 
4lo)oant  or  value  of  the  claim  or  property 
affected,  and  to  the  compirative  cost  and  incon- 
veDienoe  of  proceediof^ii  in  Ireland  or  in  the 
place  of  the  defendant's  residence,  &o.,  and  no 
-snch  leave  is  to  be  granted  without  an  affidavit 
giving  the  necessary  information  on  those 
poinU.'* 

I  am  informed  that  the  Irish  Rules  are 
«t  present  under  revision  by  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  have  the 
whole  question  of  the  Rules  of  Court 
for  that  countiy  under  their  considera- 
tion. 

EVICTIONS  AT   FALCARRAGH. 

Me.  DALTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  has  sanctioned  the 
employment  of  the  Forces  of  the  Crown 
for  the  eviction  of  46  families  on  the 
Stewart  and  Swineys  estates,  in  the 
Falcarragh  district  of  the  County 
Donegal;  whether  any  of  the  evictions 
hsve  yet  been  carried  out ;  whether  he 
can  state  the  total  number  of  persons 
who  will  be  rendered  homeless  by  the 
eviction  of  these  46  families ;  whether 
this  district  is  one  comprised  within  the 
congested  districts  proposed  to  be  dealt 
with  by  a  Bill  now  before  the  House  ; 
whether  any  of  these  people  have  been 
the  recipients  within  the  past  year  of 
relief  in  the  shape  of  seed  potatoes ;  and 
whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
evicti<m  at  this  time  of  the  year  will 
deprive  these  families  of  the  crops  now 
in  the  ground,  and  thereby  deprive 
them  of  their  only  means  of  subsistence 
daring  the  coming  winter,  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  take  any  steps  to  avert 
the  danger  of  famine  to  these  people 
during  the  coming  winter  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  "With  respect 
to  the  inquiries  in  paragfraphs  one  and 
lour,  I  beg  to  refer  to  my  reply  on  these 
points  to  the  question  put  on  the  subject 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal 
on  the  9th  inst.  Up  to  June  14,  25  of 
these  evictions  had,  I  understand,  been 
concluded,  and  it  was  expected  that  five 
more  would  have  been  carried  out  that 
day.  The  Report  before  me  does  not 
show  the  number  of  persons  comprised 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    [thibd  series.] 


in  each  family  to  be  evicted.  I  am  in- 
formed that  Uone  of  these  people  have 
been  recipients  during  the  past  year  of 
relief  in  the  shape  of  seed  potatoes, 
neither  are  there  any  crops  planted  on 
the  farms  from  which  they  have  been 
evicted,  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  expect 
famine  as  suggested  in.  the  question. 

In  answer  to  a  further  question  by  Mr. 
Dalton, 

Me.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  said:  Protection 
has  been  applied  for  and  granted  in 
respect  of  the  execution  of  eviction 
decrees  in  the  case  of  certain  tenants  on 
the  Olphert  estate,  where  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  is  in  operation.  I  am  in- 
formed that  these  tenants  have  not  been 
the  recipients  of  relief  for  their  families, 
or  of  seed  to  crop  their  land  in  the  last 
12  months. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  Is  it  true 
that  an  old  woman  of  80,  who  was  unable 
to  make  her  way  outside,  was  treated 
with  brutal  violence  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
Report  that  confirms  that  statement,  but 
I  shall  be  glad  to  inquire. 

LADY  BURNETT  SCHOOL,  BANCHORY. 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  a  scheme 
for  the  future  administration  of  the 
Lady  Burnett  School,  Banchory,  sanc- 
tioned 24th  February,  part  of  which  is 
to  provide  additional  accommodation; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  there  is  a 
public  school  within  half  a  mile,  with 
accommodation  for  340,  with  an  atten- 
dance of  only  160 ;  whether  the  School 
Board  of  Banchory  has  been  consulted 
by  the  Department  before  this  expendi- 
ture for  additional  acconunodation  was 
sanctioned  ;  whether,  with  one  exception, 
the  whole  members  -of  the  Banchory 
School  Board  are  opposed  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Lady  Burnett  School  as 
unnecessary  and  wasteful ;  and  whether, 
in  the  circumstances,  any  steps  will  be 
taken  to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of  } 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  P.  B. 
ROBEBTSON,  Bute)  :  I  am  acquainted  with 
the  scheme  for  the  administration  of  the 
Lady  Burnett  School.  The  additional  ac- 
commodation for  which  the  scheme  makes 
provision,  consists  of  a  class-room,  the 
necessity  for  which  was  repeatedly  urged 
by  Her  Majesty's  Inspector,  not  in  order  to 
2  P 
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increase  ihe  attendance,  bnt  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  satisfactory  teaching  of 
the  nnmbers  actnallj  attending.  The 
endowment  was  under  private  Trustees, 
and  the  Department  could  only  approve 
of  a  scheme  with  their  assent,  and  on 
their  initiative.  The  School  Board  had 
no  control  whatever  over  the  funds  of 
the  endowment,  nor  any  share  in  the 
Management  of  the  school.  The  objec- 
tion of  the  School  Board  was  known  to 
my  Lords  only  after  the  scheme  had 
been  approved.  My  Lords  do  not  think 
that  the  additional  aooommodation  ought 
in  any  way  to  interfere  with  the  public 
school,  but  they  are  now  in  correspon- 
dence with  a  view  to  restricting  the 
attendance  at  the  Ittdj  Burnett  School 
to  girls  and  boys  under  a  certain  standard, 
so  as  to  prevent  such  interference. 

THE    LOSS    OF    THE    JfESTA. 

Me.  NEVILLE  (Liverpool,  Exchange)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
captain,  officers,  and  the  crew  of  the 
Nesta,  which  was  run  into  and  sunk  by 
H.M.S.  Surprise,  obtained,  as  their 
proportion  of  the  amount  paid  by  the 
Admiralty  £162  in  respect  of  their 
claims  of  £1,083  178.  lOd.  for  lost  effects ; 
and  whether  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  can  allow  some  farther 
compensation  to  these  men  1 

Lord  Q.  HAMILTON :  The  total  sum 
paid  by  the  Admiralty  by  way  of  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  the  JTetta  was 
£8,250,  or  the  maximum  amount  claim- 
able under  the  "  Merchant  Shipping  Act 
of  1862."  This  sum  was  paid  to  the 
owners,  and  they  distributed  it  as  they 
thought  right.  No  further  compensation 
can  be  paid  in  this  case,  as  I  think  ample 
compensation  has  already  been  paid. 

ASMT  PENSIONS— CASE  OF  MICHAEL 
STANLEY. 
Mb.  CONTBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  case  of  an  old  soldier, 
named  Michael  Stanley,  who,  having 
served  in  the  Crimea  in  1854,  and  after- 
wards in  India  during  the  Mutiny,  in  the 
3rd  European  -Light  Cavalry,  was  after- 
wards sent  to  British  North  America 
and  Jamaica,  where  he  contracted  fever 
and  ague,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  is 
still  suffering ;  whether  he  is  aware 
Mr.  J.  P.  B.  BoherUon 


that  Stanley  is  deaf  and  unable  to  work, 
and  has  spent  most  of  his  time  dnnng 
the  last  few  years  in  the  workhonae ;  and 
whether  he  has  applied  to  the  War  OfBce 
for  his  deferred  pension,  and  has  been 
refused ;  and,  if  so,  on  what  grounds  1 
•Me.  E.  STANHOPE  :  Stanley  did  not 
fulfil  the  conditions  entitling  a  soldier 
to  a  deferred  pension,  but  his  case  is 
being  referred  to  the  Chelsea  Commis- 
sioners in  order  to  ascertain  if  any- 
thing can  be  done  for  him. 

THE  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Mb.  M.  HEALY  (Cork):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretai^  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  hi& 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  delay 
which  takes  place  in  the  offices  of  the 
lAnd  Commission ;  if  he  is  aware  that  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  is 
hardly  ever  answered  under  three  weeks 
or  a  month ;  that  copies  of  fair  rent  and 
other  orders  and  of  valuers'  and 
Sub-Commissioners'  Reports  cannot  be 
obtained  without  prolonged  delays; 
that  the  Land  Commission  have  now  a 
printed  form  of  circular  in  which  they 
apprise  persons  requiring  such  copies 
that,  owing  to  press  of  business,  a  long 
delay  must  elapse  before  they  will  be 
ready ;  and  whether  some  additional 
clerical  assistance  could  be  provided  1 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Land 
Commissioners  report  that  no  delay 
which  can  bo  avoided  occurs  in  their 
offices,  and  that  the  statements  in  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  question  appear 
to  be  made  under  some  misapprehension. 
They  state  that,  as  a  rule,  copies  of 
documents  are  furnished  within  a  few 
days  after  applied  for,  and  that  only  in 
exceptional  drcnmstances  have  any 
delays  occurred.  At  times  as  many  as 
1,000  requisitions  are  received  within 
a  few  days,  in  which  case  the  circnkr 
referred  to  is  issued.  It  does  not  state 
that  "a  long  time  must  elapse,"  but 
that  a  little  time  may,  before  the  applica- 
tion can  be  complied  with.  Any  excep- 
tional influx  of  business  of  this  nature  is 
met  by  the  clerical  staff  working  over- 
time, and  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is 
any  necessity  for  the  course  sn^ested 
in  the  last  paragraph. 

Me.  M.  HEALY :  Have  the  Land 
Commission  made  application  for  addi- 
tional clerical  assistance  t 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1017 


Licensing 


{JcOT  16, 1890} 


Regitters. 


1018 


Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  not.  I 
do  not  gather  from  the  Beport  that  they 
deem  the  staff  inadequate. 

POLICE  DOCTORS. 

Mb.  ROCHE  (Galway,  R):  I  beg 
io  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loid 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  office 
of  doctor  to  the  police  at  Kilconnell, 
New  Inn,  and  Woodlawn  Police  Stations 
(County  CJalway),  held  until  his  death 
liy  the  dispensary  doctor  (Dr.  Deely), 
has  now  been  divided.  Dr.  Batherford 
being  appointed  to  Kilconnell,  Dr. 
O'Farrel  to  New  Inn,  and  Dr.  Leonard 
to  Woodlawn ;  why  Dr.  M'Memey,  who 
saoceeded  Dr.  Daly  as  dispensary  doctor, 
and  who  applied  to  be  appointed  police 
doctor,  got  neither  of  the  three  stations, 
though  he  lives  within  two  miles  of  each 
of  the  three,  whereas  Dr.  Rutherford 
lives  at  Ballinasloe,  eight  miles  from 
Kilconnell,  Dr.  O'Farrell  at  Loughrea, 
10  miles  from  New  Inn,  and  Dr.  Leonard 
at  AtheniT,  18  miles  from  Woodlawn  ; 
whether  there  is  any  question  as  to  Dr. 
M'Memey's  qualifications  and  capacity  to 
discharge  the  dnties  of  police  doctor ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  frequent  com- 
plaints have  been  made  recently  as  to 
the  irregularity  of  the  visits  of  Dr. 
Batherford,  who  holds  the  appointment 
of  visiting  physician  to  Ballinasloe 
Lunatic  Asylum,  that  Dr.  O'Farrell  is 
the  son  of  a  local  Crown  prosecutor,  and 
has  never  previously  held  any  public  ap- 
pointment, and  that  Dr.  Leonard  is  over 
70  years  of  age ;  and  why  the  ordinary 
practice  of  appointing  the  dispensary 
doctor  police  doctor,  till  recently  a  rule 
of  the  force,  has  been  departod  from  in 
this  case? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Constabn- 
laiy  Authorities  report  that  the  &cts 
are  as  stated  in  the  first  three 
paragraphs,  except  that  Dr.  Leonard 
resides  at  a  distance  of  only  12  miles 
b^  train  from  the  place  mentioned.  The 
public  service  will  not  be  served  by  dis- 
cussing the  qualifications  of  individual 
candidates.  No  complaints  have  been 
received  as  to  the  appointment  of  Dr. 
Leonard,  who  is  not  over  70,  but  only 
61  years  of  age.  Dr.  O'Farrell,  for  the 
last  two  and  a  half  years,  has  been  a 
Constabulary  Medical  Attendant.  The 
roles  referred  to  in  the  last  paragraph 
irere  abolished  in  1883,  an.l  n?  such  rule 
is  now  in  existence. 


Me.  M.  HBAIjT  :  Will  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  interfere,  and  see  that  a 
doctor  living  on  the  spot  is  appointed  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  Balfour  :  I  do  not  see 
why  I  should  interfere  with  the  Con- 
stabulary Authorities  in  the  exercise  of 
their  discretion. 

Me.  M.  HBALY:  Was  not  Dr. 
M'Memey  passed  over  because  he  is  a 
Nationalist  ? 

[No  reply.] 

issue;  OF  SUMMONSES   AT  CORK. 

Me.  FLTNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  it  is  true, 
as  reported  in  the  Cork  papers,  that 
summonses  were  last  week  issued  at  the 
prosecution  of  District  Inspector  Ball, 
Fermoy  (County  Cork),  against  Patrick 
Keefe,  Thomas  Kent,  William  Kent, 
George  Mulcahy,  John  Fuohy,  Patrick 
Walsh,  John  Donovan,  and  James 
Donovan ;  if  he  can  state  whether 
these  prosecutions  are  brought  with  the 
approval  or  sanction  of  the  Irish  Law 
Officers ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
of  the  above-named  defendante  two  or 
them,  namely,  Thomas  and  William  Kent, 
are  at  present  confined  in  Cork  Gaol  for 
offences  arising  out  of  the  alleged  boy- 
cotting of  a  &rm  in  connection  with 
which  these  summonses  are  now  issued  T 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  under- 
stand that  the  legal  proceedings  re- 
ferred to  are  still  pending.  It  would 
therefore  not  be  proper  for  me  to  make 
a  statement  on  the  sabject. 

Me.  FLTNN :  Why  did  the  police 
institute  these  prosecutions  instead  of 
the  owner  of  the  farm  who  was  entitled 
to  do  sot 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  no  in- 
formation on  that  subject.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  put  a  question  on  the 
Paper  I  will  ascertain. 

LICENSING  BEQISTERS. 
Me.  summers  (Huddersfield)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretuy  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  the  clerks  of 
Licensing  Magistrates  are  compelled  by 
law  to  keep  a  register  of  the  names  of 
the  owners  of  the  freehold  of  licensed 
premises,  and  of  the  persons  to  whom 
licences  have  been  granted ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  cause  a  Return  to  be 
prepared  of  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
2  P  2 
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licensed  premises  in  each  city,  municipal 
borough,  and  Petty  Sessional  Division 
respectively,  in  England  and  Wales  1 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  suppose  the  hon. 
Member  to  refer  to  the  register  provided 
for  by  Section  36  of  the  Licensing  Act 
of  1872.  That  register  does  not  neces- 
sarily show  the  name  of  the  freeholder. 
A  Return  such  as  the  hon.  Member 
suggests  could  be  obtained  only  by 
applying  to  all  the  clerks  to  Licensing 
Justices  throughout  the  Kingdom  would 
take  a  lon^  time  to  obtain  and  present, 
and  would,  in  my  opinion,  bo  of  doubt- 
ful utility. 

Mr.  storey  (Sunderland)  :  Might  I 
call  the  attention  of  the  Home  Secretary 
to  the  fact  that  Clause  6  of  the  Bill  we 
are  now  discussing  turns  upon  the  com- 
pensation to  owners,  and  Amendments 
have  been  put  down  dealing  with  the 
case  of  the  occupier?  How  can  the 
House  fairly  discuss  this  question  as  be- 
tween owner  and  occupier  unless  the 
Gk>vemment  furnish  us  with  the  infor- 
mation which  is  in  their  hand^  as  to 
owners  and  occupiers  t  On  a  recent  occa- 
sion I  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury this  question,  and  showed  him  the 
very  Return  we  are  now  asking  for  in 
connection  with  Sunderland. 

Mk.  MATTHEWS:  I  have  pointed 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  Return 
could  only  be  made  with  great  difficulty. 
If,  however,  it  is  possible  to '  get  the 
information  in  time  for  the  discussion  it 
shall  be  done. 

Mr.  storey  :  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
show  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  copy  of 
the  register  kept  by  all  clerks  to  the 
Licensing  Justices. 

IRTSH  PUBLIC  WORKS. 
Me.  FOLEY  (Galway,  Gonnemara) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury whether  any  money,  and,  if  so,  how 
much,  has  been  expended  in  Ireland  up 
to  the  present  time  in  pursuance  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  announced  by 
the  Member  for  South  Paddington,  when 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Leader 
of  the  House  in  1886,  and  of  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Irish  Public 
Works  which  was  made  the  same  year  ; 
and  whether  the  Treasury  are  committed 
to  any  expenditure  in  pursuance  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion ;  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent  and  on 
what  works,  and  when  are  the  works 
Mr,  Summers 


likely  to  be  commenced,  and  if  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  from  Galway  to 
Clifden  is  included  in  any  such  expeodi- 
tare? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  It  would  not  be  pes- 
sible  for  me  to  give  a  precise  answer  to 
the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  ques- 
tion. Such  information  could  only  be 
given  after  very  careful  inquiry,  in 
answer  to  specific  heads  of  inquiry.  I 
presume,  however,  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber desires  to  know  whether  a  railway 
from  Cralway  to  Clifden  is  to  be  made. 
I  am  not  able  to  answer  this  question  at 
present,  beyond  saying  that  such  a  line 
is  within  the  list  of  those  scheduled  hj 
the  Gk>vemment,  and  I  hope  it  may  be 
found  possible  to  make  satis&ctoiy 
arrangements  for  the  making  and  work- 
ing of  such  a  line. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  do  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  some  exact 
answer  to  the  question.  These  questions 
are  put  down  day  after  day,  and  we  are 
unable  to  extract  any  answer  from  the 
Government.  Surely  it  is  possible  to  say 
how  many  millions  of  money  have  been 
spent  upon  public  works  since  that 
celebrated  declaration  of  policy. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid)  :  Has  s 
single  shilling  been  spent  on  works  I 

Mr.  JACEBON:  It  is  not  possible 
for  me  to  give  any  accurate  information 
on  such  short  notice  on  a  questioned 
this  kind.  There  might  be  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  whether  certain  expenses 
are  in  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government  announced  in  1886.  Ism 
perfectly  willing  to  give  any  information 
that  I  can  if  the  hon.  Member  will  put 
his  question  in  a  form  which  can  be 
answered. 

Db.  KENNY  :  Has  any  money  at  all 
been  expended  1  That  is  a  specific  qnes- 
tion. 

Me.  JACKSON:  Yes;  I  certainly 
can  say  that  some  money  has  been 
expended  in  connection  with  the  pre- 
paration of  certain  schemes  for  drains^ 
in  Ireland.  The  Bills  were  introduced 
last  Session,  but  the  Government  were 
unable  to  pass  them. 

Me.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  &): 
Has  there  not  been  an  expenditure  on 
the  drainage  of  the  Suck  t 

Mr.  JACKSON:  A  BUI  has  been 
passed  authorising  the  expenditure  of  a 
oontribntion  of  £50,000. 
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DEDUCTIONS  FROJI  MINERS'   WAGES. 

Me.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton): 
I  beg  to  aak  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  he  is 
aware  that  at  some  coal  mines  in  York- 
shire the  dedactions  made  from  the  coal 
getter's  wage,  ander  "The  Coal  Mines 
Eegulation  Act,  1887,"  Section  U,  Sub- 
section 2,  are  often  in  excess  of  the 
amonnt  actually  paid  to  the  check- 
weigher  ;  and  whether  he  will  instruct 
the  Inspector  of  Mines  to  inquire  and 
report  as  to  the  disposal  of  any  surplus  1 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  So  far  as  any 
informatioti  has  reached  me,  I  gather 
that  at  the  request  of  the  men  employed 
at  certain  collieries  in  Yorkshire,  the 
owners  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making 
certain  deductions  from  the  wages  of 
the  men,  which  have  been  handed  over 
to  the  trdasarer  of  the  men  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  the 
checkweigher  as  authorised  by  the  Coal 
Mines  Begulatlon  Act.  With  regard  to 
any  surplus  moneys  arising  out  of  such 
transactions,  that  is  a  matter  to  be 
dealt  with  by  mutual  arrangement  be- 
tween the  owners  and  the  men,  and  is 
not  one  in  which  I  have  any  power  to 
interfere. 

NEW  TIPPEBARY. 

Me.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  a  body  of  people,  who 
had  assembled  in  New  Tipperary  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  had  lighted  a  bon- 
fire to  express  their  joy  at  Mr.  O'Brien's 
marriage,  were  charged  and  batoned  by 
the  police,  who  extinguished  the  fire 
and  carried  off  a  flag  which  the  people 
had  set  np ;  and,  if  so,  on  what  grounds 
they  acted  t  I  should  also  like  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  on  the 
occasion  of  this  charge,  when  the  police 
batoned  these  people,  they  struck  two 
women ;  whether,  on  the  flagstaff  having 
been  thrown  down  into  the  fire,  a  woman 
who  was  endeavouring  to  extinguish  it 
was  struck  by  a  policeman ;  whether  it 
it  is  true  that  a  policeman  presented,  a 
revolver  in  the  face  of  a  man  who  was 
standing  inside  his  own  hall-door ;  and 
whether  the  flagstaff,  having  been  re- 
erected  by  the  Nationalists,  has  been 
again  cut  down  by  the  police  1 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  With  regard 
to  the  various  supplementary  questions, 


I  shall  be  glad  to  give  the  hon.  Member 
any  information  if  he  will  put  them  on 
the  Paper.  I  may  say,  however,  that  I 
gather  that  the  flagstaff  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber alluded  to  was  not  in  the  same  place 
as  the  bonfire,  but  in  another  part  of  the 
town.  With  regard  to  the  question  on 
the  Paper,  I  am  informed  that  fires  were 
lighted  in  the  public  streets  and  caused 
obstruction.  It  is  not  the  case  that 
people  were  charged  and  batoned ;  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  no  batons  were  drawn  by 
the  police. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  Did  the  Local  Body 
of  Town  Commissioners  raise  any  objec- 
tion to  the  celebration  t 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not  know 
that  they  did,  but  I  imagine  the  police 
in  the  ordinary  discharge  of  their  duty 
would  not  wait  for  such  a  representa- 
tion. 

Mb.  DILLON  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman aware  that  is  the  common  practice 
to  light  bonfires  at  night  in  country 
towns  in  Ireland,  and  can  there  be  any 
obstruction  of  the  streets  when  the 
entire  population  of  the  town,  without 
exception,  are  parties  to  the  lighting  of 
the  fire  ? 

Mb.  PARNELL  (Cork):  Does  the 
right  hon.  Cbntleman  approve  of  brutal 
treatment  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  out  a  bonfire  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  regard 
as  brutal  the  putting  out  of  lighted 
bonfires  in  the  public  streets.  Of  course, 
if  the  entire  population  are  engaged  in 
having  an  evening  round  the  bonfire,  it 
cannot  be  said  they  were  incommoded 
by  it.  But  there  may  have  been  persons 
in  the  town  who  were  not  parties  to 
what  was  going  on. 

Me.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
Were  not  the  bonfires  lighted  after  dark, 
when  all  traflBc  was  ended  t 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  know 
what  the  practice  may  be  in  country 
towns  in  Ireland,  but  certainly  the  prac- 
tice in  England  is  to  light  bonfires  after 
dark.  But  traffic  in  England  is  not 
ended  after  dark. 

Me.  DILLON:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Clentleman  ever  been  in  an  Irish  country 
town? 

Mb.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion)  :  Was  not  the  reason  for  the 
police  putting  the  bonfire  out  that  it 
was  lit  in  honour  of  Mr.  O'Brien's 
marriage? 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir ;  I  think 
not. 

CATHOLIC  CHA.PLAIN8  IN  SCOTCH 
POOR  H0D8ES. 

Mb.  J.  WILSON  (Lanark,  Govan): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether  it  is  lawful  for  Parochial  Boards 
in  Scotland  (should  they  deem  it  ex- 
pedient) to  appoint  a  Bonum  Catholic 
chaplain  in  poorhonses  in  Scotland,  and 
to  allow  him  a  suitable  remuneration,  or 
whether  it  is  illegal  to  appoint  as 
chaplain  any  person  other  than  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Established  Church  t 

Me.  J.  P,  B.  ROBERTSON:  There 
is  no  statutory  provision  on  this  subject ; 
but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it 
would  be  illegal  for  a  Parochial  Board  to 
remunerate  a  Roman  Catholic  clergyman 
for  his  attendance  on  inmates  of  that 
persuasion  in  cases  where  the  number  of 
such  inmates  is  considerable. 

POLICE  SHADOWING  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  on  the  23rd  ultimo, 
two  policemen  named  lespectively  Gurry 
and  Linane,  followed  Mr.  John  Cullinane, 
Mr.  R.  Frewen,  and  Mr.  B.  Gill  into 
the  shop  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Carew,  of 
Tipperary ;  that  when  they  retired  into 
an  inner  room  they  were  again  followed 
by  the  policemen ;  also  when  they  pro- 
ceeded upstairs  to  the  private  drawing 
room,  on  the  invitation  of  the  proprietor, 
the  policemen  followed,  and  bnrst  in  the 
door  which  had  been  closed  against 
them,  and  remained  in  the  room  for 
the  time  of  25  minutes  against  the 
protests  of  the  proprietor  of  the  house, 
using  insulting  language ;  and  by  what 
authority  do  the  poUce  follow  these 
gentlemen,  and  had  they  any  warrant  for 
breaking  open  the  door  of  the  house  J 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  two  police- 
men referred  to  entered  the  house 
because  Cullinane  is  a  man  who  is 
actively  engaged  in  organising  boy- 
cotting and  other  illegal  practices  in  the 
district.  The  shop  referred  to  is  a 
public  house.  The  police  did  not 
enter  into  any  private  room,  but  that 
part  of  the  house  which  is  open  to  the 
public.  They  did  not  burst  in  any  door, 
neither  was  any  insulting  language  used 
by  them. 


Ms.  DILLON :  On  what  ground  does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state  that 
Mr.  Cullinane  is  actively  engaged  in 
organising  boycotting  in  that  district  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  He  is  not  only 
engaged  in  illegal  practices,  but  I  believe 
he  is  the  paid  agent  for  these  purposes 
of  an  Organisation  with  which  the  hon. 
Member  is  connected. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR :  What  reason  has 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  stating 
that  Mr.  Cullinane  is  the  paid  agent  of 
an  organisation  engaged  in  boycotting  t 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Reasons  which 
I  believe  to  be  adequate. 

Me.  J.  O'CONNOR :  WUl  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  state  them  to  the 
House) 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR:  I  will  now 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  com- 
plaints have  reached  him  that  on  the  7th 
inst.  when  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  John  Eelly,  Mr. 
0.  B.  Dalton,  and  Mr.  Cullinane  stood  on 
the  street  of  Tipperary  to  ask  Mr.  Bonan, 
Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners, 
how  his  sick  child  was,  two  polioemm 
named  Ghirry  and  Linane  stood  between 
them  and  remained  there  in  spite  of 
those  gentlemen's  protests;  that  when 
they  went  into  the  shop  of  Mr.  Bonan 
to  pursue  their  inquiries,  the  police  tried 
to  force  their  way  in  against  the  protest 
of  Mr.  Ronan's  relative,  Mr.  Kemick,  to 
whom  they  said,  "  How  dare  you  talk  to 
us,  you  puppy  ; "  and  subsequently  they 
followed,  using  such  language  as,  "We 
are  in  nice  company  now,"  "  Don't  mind 
that  class,"  "  Goon  Jack,  we  know  yon," 
"  Get  on  Gill,  we  know  your  character;" 
and  if  he  can  state  how  long  it  is 
intended  that  these  gentlemen  shall  be 
thus  followed  by  the  police  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Constabu- 
lary Authorities  report  that  the  con- 
stables mentioned  were  following  Mr. 
Cullinane  in  consequence  of  the  active 
part  he  is  taking  in  organising  boy- 
cotting and  other  illegal  practices  in  the 
districts.  The  police  state  that  they  did 
not  interfere  with  the  conveisatioii, 
nor  is  it  the  case  that  they  attempted 
to  enter  the  -house,  as  alleged.  'They 
also  state  that  no  protest  was  made 
to  them  by  any  of  Mr.  Ronan's  relatives, 
and  that  the  language  attributed  to  them 
is  without  the  subtest  foundation. 
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Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Cannot  the 
constabalary  be  inatmcted  to  keep 
away  10  yards  or  ao,  wliicli  woald 
prevent  their  hearing  the  couTersation  P 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  is  no 
desire  to  make  the  following  bj  the 
police  annecessarUj  disagreeable — qnite 
the  contrary;  bat  if  oonyersation, 
organising,  and  boycotting  are  permitted 
in  the  public  streets,  the  following  would 
be  rendered  useless. 

Mb,  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  the  instmctiDns  to  the 
constabulary  are  that  they  are  to  keep 
within  earshot? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  should  think 
that  depends  on  the  character  of  each 


Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR :  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  stated  that  the  pohce 
did  not  interfere  with  the  conversation 
of  gentlemen  in  Tipperary,  did  he  mean 
that  with  a  policeman  stationed  on  his 
right  hand  and  another  on  his  left  a 
gentleman's  conversation  is  not  inter- 
fered with  7 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
I  made  the  statement  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  I  said  that  no  un- 
Jiecessary  interference  was  intended. 

Mb.  T.  M.  H£ALT  :  Is  it  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  policemen  to  decide 
whether  they  shall  remain  wi'jhin  ear- 
shot of  those  whom  they  are  following  1 
Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  should  think 
not ;  I  imagine  that  those  who  g^ve  the 
constabulary  instructions  would  take 
notice  of  the  particular  circumstances  of 
each  case. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR :  Will  the  right 
boa.  Gentleman  reply  to  the  last  part  of 
my  question? 

Mb.  CONDON  (Tipperary,  E.) :  Were 
specific  inatructionB  given  to  the  Police 
Authorities  to  shadow  my  wife  and 
another  lady  in  Cashel,  and  to  detail  men 
to  walk  side  by  side  with  them  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  only  lay  down 
general  lines  of  policy  in  the  matter. 
With  regard  to  the  hat  paragraph  of  the 
qaestion  on  the  Paper,  of  coarse  these 
gentlemen  would  not  be  followed  if  they 
gave  any  indication  whatever  that  they 
proposed  to  abstain  from  boycotting. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR:  If  affidavits  are 
(worn  to  the  efEect  that  the  language 
stated  in  the  question  was  used  by  the 
police,  will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
take  notice  of  it  ? 


Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  will  take 
notice  of  any  matter  to  which  my  at« 
tention  is  called. 

Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  (Wolverhamp- 
ton,  E.) :  I  will  ask  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  advised  by  the 
Irish  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  that  tha 
police  are  legally  entitled  to  follow  abouii 
persons  against  whom  they  have  no 
warrants,  and  against  whom  no  proceed- 
ings whatever  have  been  taken  ? 

Me.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  apprehend  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  police  are 
carrying  out  their  duties  is  perfectly 
legal. 

Mb.  a  H.  FOWLER:  That  is  not  what 
I  asked.  Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
been  advised  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  that  this  course  is  l^al  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  n  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  means  to  ask  whether 
I  have,  in  a  formal  manner,  obtained  the 
opinion  of  the  Law  Officers,  I  must 
remind  him  that  it  is  contrary  to  the 
universal  practice  to  make  public  the 
confidential  reports  of  the  Law  Officers. 
But  if  he  means  to  ask  whether  I  have 
taken  pains  to  satisfy  myself  that  the 
course  pnrsned  by  the  police  in  Ireland 
is  legal,  I  have  so  satisfied  myself. 

Me.  H.  H.  FOWLER :  That  waa  not  my 
qaestion.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  not  cus- 
tomary to  give  the  House  the  confiden- 
tial opinions  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  but  it  is  customary  to  tell  the 
House  whether  the  Law  Officers  have 
been  consulted. 

Ma.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  ask  whether  I 
have  had  a  case  stated  for  the  opinion  of 
the  Irish  Law  Officers  1 

Me.  H.  H.  fowler  :  Yes ;  that  is  my 
qaestion. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  not 
had  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  on  a 
case  stated,  and  it  is  not  usual  to  have  a 
case  stated  unless  there  is  some  doubt  as 
to  the  legality.  I  have  taken  pains  to 
convince  myself  that  there  is  no  doubt, 
and,  therefore,  I  have  not  made  a  formal 
request  to  have  a  case  stated. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central)  :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
lay  the  instructions  issued  to  the  police 
on  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Of  course,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  well  knows,  it 
depends  on  the  &cts  of  each  particular 
case  what  course  is  pursued,  and  I  appre- 
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hend  that  thsre  is  no  general  regulation 
coyeriDg  the  peculiarities  of  each  case. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  I  understood 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  to  say  ho  liad 
given  such  instructions  ? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEAIiY :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  he  had  himself  given 
general  inetruotions.  I  ask  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  state  what 
those  instructions  are  ? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  respon- 
sible for  the  general  course  pursued  by 
the  constabulary  in  Ireland,  and  1  have 
no  desire  in  any  .way  to  minimise  that 
responsibility  ;  but  I  am,  naturally,  not 
consulted  as  to  the  particular  course  to 
be  taken  by  particular  constables  in  pro- 
ceediDgs  with  regard  to  ptirticular 
individuals. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HBALT  :  WiU  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  add  to  his  general 
instructions  a  direction  to  the  effect  that 
the  constables  are  to  keep  out  of  ear- 
shot. That  is  a  most  vital  question  ? 
.  Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  No,  Sir.  I  am 
desirous  of  limiting  as  far  as  possible 
this  method  of  dealing  with  crime,  and  I 
shall  be  most  glad 

Mr.  DILLON :  You  have  no  right  to 
call  it  crime. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  And  I  shall 
most  gladly  take  advantage  of  any  pre- 
sumption that  may  arise  in  favour  of 
any  individual  who  is  shadowed ;  but, 
having  in  view  the  terrible  suffering 
produced  by  wholesale  boycotting,  I  can- 
not undertake  altogether  to  dispense 
with  it. 

rr-MR.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I  will 
ask  whether  Mr.  M'Crae,  of  Dundee,  has 
been  shadowed  from  Newbridge  to 
Clongorey,  and  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  any  reason  to  suspect 
Mr.  M'Crae  of  crime  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  never 
heajid  of  Mr.  M'Crae.  It  may  argue 
myself  unknown. 

Mb.  GILL  (Louth,  S.)  :  WiU  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  state  to  the  House  in 
what  manner  this  shadowing  operates  to 
prevent  boycotting  ? 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  will  order  the  police 
in  Ireland  to  discontinue  the  system  of 
shadowing  individuals  ?  In  asking  this 
let  me  express  a  hope  that  as  the  right 
hon.  Crentleman  admits  himself  having 
directed  this  system,  he  will,  after  the 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfimr 


Debate  that  has  taken  place,  order  it  to 
be  discontinued! 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  knew 
that  I  con  do  more  than  repeat  the 
answer  I  have  just  given.  No  individual 
are  "shadowed"  in  Ireland  luiless  they  an 
known  to  be  actively  engaged  in  pro- 
moting boycotting  and  intimidation,  or 
other  crime.  I  am  desirous,  aa  far  as- 
possible,  of  limiting  this  method  of  deal- 
ing with  crime,  and  will  most  gladly 
take  advantage  of  any  presumption  that 
may  arise  in  favour  of  any  individnalfr 
so  shadowed ;  but,  having  in  view  the 
terrible  suffering  produced  by  wholesalft 
boycotting,  I  cannot  undertake  altogether 
to  dispense  with  it. 

Mb.  DILLON :  Then  I  say  it  i»  a 
brutal  and  abominable  outrage,  and  if 
there  is  bloodshed  it  will  rest  on  yonr- 
head. 

Mb.  PARNELL:  The  right  lion- 
Gentleman  said  he  would  gladly  take  ad- 
vantage of  any  presumption  in  favour  of 
the  people  who  are  shadowed.  Will  he: 
also  take  advantage  of  the  English  pre- 
sumption that  every  person  accused  of 
crime  is  innocent  until  he  is  proved  to 
be  guilty  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  WUl  the  hoiu 
Gentleman  undertake  that  these  people, 
will  not  repeat  the  crime  ? 

Me.  DILLON  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  has   no  right  to  chai^  us  with, 
having  committed  crime. 
•Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 

Me.  DILLON  continued  to  address  th» 
House,  but  the  uproar  was  so  great  thai 
what  he  said  did  not  reach  the  Re- 
porters' Crallery.  He  was,  however,  under- 
stood to  say: — The  right  faos.  Gentle- 
man has  accused  men  of  crime  who  are 
as  innocent  as  the  right  hon.  Gentlenuui 
himself  is  of  crime.  I  tlsk  him  whethra- 
he  will  stand  up  and  apologise  to  me  for 
what  he  has  said  ? 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR:  The  right  ho». 
Gentleman  ought  to  apologise. 
*Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  oi-der! 

Mr.  DILLON :  He  must  apologise  t» 
me. 

*Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  committing  a  breach  of  order  which, 
in  his  excitement,  possibly  he  has  not 
noticed.  But  I  am  bound  to  poii^  out 
to  the  House  that  when  I  rise  it  is  cus- 
tomary for  hon.  Members  to  resume 
their  seats.  I  was  only  going  to  ob- 
serve that  this  series  of  questions  an 
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taking  rather  an  argumentative  form, 
and  are  really  becoming  a  sort  of  Debate 
irhich  gives  rise  to  great  excitement. 

Mb.  GILL:  Balfour  should  not  tell 
lies. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUa :  If  I  am  at  all 
responsible  for  producing  the  condition 
of  heat  in  which  the  House  finds  itself 
by  the  character  of  my  answers  I  greatly 
regret  it,  and  I  will  substitute  for  the  word 
"  crime  "  the  words  "  boycotting  "  and 
"  intimidation."  I  have  no  doubt  as  to 
the  description  that  should  be  applied  to 
those  offences ;  but  as  the  hon.  Qentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  does  not  consider 
those  offences  to  be  crimes,  I  wiU  sub- 
stitute the  words  themselves. 

Sib  G.  TREVELYAN:  With  regard 
to  this  new  method  of  shadowing,  which 
the  right  Gentleman  says  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  intimidation,  I  will 
ask  him  whether  ho  proposes  to  apply  it 
to  the  land  agetits  who  are  suspected  of 
putting  pressure  on  tenants  under  threat 
of  eviction  to  agree  to  buy  under  the 
Ashbourne  Act. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  should  be 
glad  to  stop  intimidation  in  Ireland  by 
whomsoever  or  on  whomsoever.  With 
regard  to  the  statement  that  "shadow- 
ing" is  a  new  practice,  I  understand 
that  it  was  largely  indulged  iu  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  when  he 
was  Chief  Secretary. 

Mb.  W.  K.  GLADSTONE  (Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian)':  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  be  good  enough  to  lay  on  the 
Table  an  account  of  the  cases  in  which 
the  practice  was  indulged  in  by  his 
predecessors  ? 

Mr.  a.  J:  BALFOUR :  I  will  consider 
It 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR  :  As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  withdrawn  the  word 
"crime,"  perhaps  he  will  find  it  con- 
sistent with  go<>d  taste  to  apologise  for 
tho  insult  offered. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  did  not  with 
draw  the  word  "  crime."  I  stated  that 
the  offences  against  which  this  practice 
was  ubed  were  largely  boycotting  and 
intimidation.  I  consider  these  to  be 
serious  crimes,  but  I  was  unwilling  to  beg 
the  question  by  the  use  of  a  particular 
term. 

Mb.  OUNINGHAME  GRAHAM 
(lAuark,  N.W.)  :  I  may  ask  whether,  in 
view  of  the  extraordinary  excitement 
manifested    by    the     Front    Opposition 


Bench  on  this  matter,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  the  Home  Secretary  can 
state  whether  this  shadowing  was  not 
indulged  in  after  the  disturbances  in 
London  two  years  ago ;  and  whether,  on. 
that  occasion,  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
gave  tongue  at  all  ? 

Me.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  rise 
to  order.  The  hon.  Member  opposite 
(Mr.  Gill)  has  several  times  accused  the 
right    hon.    Gentleman  of  telling   lies. 

•Me.  SPEAKER:  I  am  not  aware  of 
such  observations  made  across  the  floor  of 
the  House,  but  if  they  were  made,  I 
should  consider  them  as  boiug  highly  un- 
parliamentary ;  and,  in  the  interests  of 
order,  if  any  further  information  is 
desired  I  appeal  to  the  House  that  it  may 
be  asked  for  in  the  form  of  regular 
questions,  so  that  conduct  which  is  im- 
proper and  unbecoming  may  be  avoided. 

The  Eabl  op  CAVAN  (Somerset,  S.) : 
As  shadowing  has  been  customary  in  the 
case  of  deputations  sent  over  to  Ireland 
from  Enghind  will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man take  care  that  in  the  case  of  the 
other  deputations,  against  the  members. 
of  which  no  offences  are  alleged,  there 
shall  be  no  renewal  of  this  practice  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  the 
noble  Lord  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  deputations  have  been  shadowed.  I 
rather  think  too  much  importance  has 
been  attached  to  their  procuedings. 

Me.  DILLON  subsequently  rose  and 
said :  I  apologise  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  express  my  regret  for  not  resuming 
my  seat.  I  was  labouring  under  very 
great  irritation  at  the  time. 

THK  IRISH  CONSTABULARY  FORCE. 

Mb.  PARNELL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take 
upon  the  definite  and  categorical  charges 
of  misconduct,  violence,  and  cruelty 
advanced  against  members  of  the  Irish 
Constabulary  Force  on  duty  at  Cashel,  on 
Tuesday  the  27th  ultimo  and  succeeding 
days,  by  the  Cashel  Town  Commissioners, 
in  a  Report  of  that  body,  an  abstract  of 
which  was  forwarded  on  Friday  last  to 
him  7  I  may  say  that  I  have  received  a 
telegram  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Cashel 
saying  he  can  produce  persons  to  give 
evidence  who  took  no  part  in  the  meet- 
ing, and  also  adding  he  is  authorised  to 
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state  that  the  Commissioners  whose 
names  are  not  appended  to  the  Report 
were  from  home  when  the  signatures 
were  a£Sxed,or  they  would  hare  signed  it. 
Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  not 
seen  the  Report  of  the  Cashel  Town 
Commissioners  to  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man refers;  but  I  am  obliged  to  his 
conrtesy  for  sending  me  an  abstract  of 
it.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  give  any  answer  to  his  question 
beyond  that  which  I  gave  in  answer  to 
a  similar  question  put  by  him  on 
Thursday  last.  But  I  would  point 
out  to  him  that  in  two,  at  least, 
cases  of  alleged  violence  on  the  part 
of  the  police  the  name  of  the  con- 
stable incriminated  appears  to  be  known. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  open  to 
the  persons  aggrieved  either  to  bring  an 
action  or  to  prosecute.  My  right  hon. 
•  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General 
has  before  him  papers  relating  to  the 
alleged  action  of  the  Member  for  East 
Tipperary,  and  is  considering  whether 
there  is  evidence  requiring  him  to  in- 
stitute proceedings  against  him.  It  is 
possible,  therefore,  that  there  may  be 
legal  inquiry  bearing  upon  the  Report  of 
the  Town  Commissioners,  on  which  they 
will  be  able  to  give  evidence  upon  oath. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Is  it  not  the  case 
that  when  such  an  action  was  brought 
the  Court  of  Appeal  reversed  the 
decision  of  the  Exchequer  Division  and 
changed  the  venue  to  the  North  of 
Ireland  1 

Me.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  In  connection 
with  this  disturbance,  has  any  person 
been  treated  in  hospital  or  infirmary 
either  in  Tipperary  or  Cashel  ? 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Have  not  16  or  17 
specific  charges  of  misconduct  been  made 
against  the  police  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  town  ?  I  should  like  to  draw 
attention  to  the  facts  of  one  charge, 
namely,  that  strange  policemen,  who 
were  imported,  had  their  numbers  re- 
moved from  their  uniforms  so  as  to 
prevent  identification.  Does  not  this 
show  collusion  between  individual  con- 
stables and  the  Government? 

Ms.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  understand 
that  some  eight  constables  imported 
from  Waterford  did  have  their  numbers 
removed.  In  boroughs  the  police  are 
numbered.  I  cannot  say  I  think  the 
proceeding  was  wise. 
JUr.  Pamell 


Me.  sexton  :  WUl  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  take  care  that  his  views  are 
communicated  to  the  officer  responsible 
for  the  act  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  He  will  see  my 
answer  in  the  Press.  As  to  the  qnesticm 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South,  Tyrone,  I 
will  make  inquiries.  So  far  as  my  know- 
ledge goes,  nobody  has  had  to  remain  in 
hospital. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  police  officers 
in  Ireland,  like  himself,  affect  not  to  read 
the  newspapers  ? 

Me.  CLANCY :  If  actions  are  brought 
against  the  police  will  the  Grovernment 
defray  the  cost  of  the  defence  t 

Mr.  M  HEALY :  And  will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  undertake  that  the  BencJi 
trying  the  case  shall  not  be  packed  with 
his  Removables  t 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  imagine  the 
cases  would  go  before  a  Jury,  and  not 
before  Resident  Magistrates. 

Mb.  CLANCY:  But  do  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  bear  the  cost  of  defending 
the  police  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR':  I  cannot 
answer  that  question  without  notice. 
Probably,  if  the  prosecutions  were  suc- 
cessful, the  Government  would  not.  The 
ordinary  course  will  be  pursued. 

Mb.  PARNELL:  Will  the  Govern- 
ment undertake  not  to  pay  the  cost  of 
defending  the  police  f 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  can  only 
repeat  that  the  ordinary  course  will  l« 
pursued. 

lEELAND— CENTRAL  C0N8TABULABT 
BABRACK8,  BELFAST. 
Mb.'  SEXTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  when  the 
money  for  the  erection  of  Central  PoUoe 
Barracks  in  Belfast  was  voted ;  when 
the  agreement  with  the  Corporation  ol 
Belfast  for  the  site  was  completed ;  and 
whether 'the  work  of  erection  has  yet 
begun ;  and,  if  not^  what  is  the  cause 
of  the  delay  t 
*Mb.  JACKSON :  Funds  are  provided 
in  the  Estimates  for  the  current  year ; 
but  have  not  yet  been  voted.  The  agree- 
ment for  the  acquisition  of  the  site  has 
not  yet  been  completed,  and  as  posses- 
sion cannot  be  obtained  till  the  30th 
November  next,  the  works  -cannot  be 
began. 
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wages  the  Treastuy  will  not  regard  it  as 
a  case  for  compensation.  The  &ct  of 
the  man  taking  the  chair  at  a  political 
meeting  was  not  even  known  to  the  au- 
thorities in  the  Arsenal.  It  is  not  con- 
sidered that  Barton  has  any  claim  on  the 
Department. 


Ma.  CONYBEARE  (ComwaU,  Cam- 
home)  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  a  pattern  maker 
named  Barton,  till  recently  employed  in 
the  Woolwich  Arsenal,  was  discharged 
on  the  3rd  June,  at  one  day's  notice,  on 
the  ground  of  alleged  slackness  of  work, 
without  any  extra  pay  or  other  com- 
pensation ;  how  long  had  the  man  been 
employed  in  the  Arsenal ;  did  he,  in  the 
conrse  of  his  work,  receiTe  severe 
injuries,  which  caused  the  loss  of  two 
fingers  of  his  left  hand,  some  13  months 
af^o;  is  it  not  the  practice  that 
when  men  have  to  be  discharged  for 
slackness  of  work  at  the  Arsenal  those 
who  have  met  with  accidents  are  by 
preference  retained;  whether,  after  his 
accident,  a  foreman  sent  for  him  and 
requested  him  to  sign  papers  debarring 
him  from  receiving  compensation  for  his 
injuries,  and  ^on  the  man  asking 
what  compensation  he  would  receive 
that  information  was  refused ;  what 
time  was  allowed  him  for  deliberation  or 
consultation  with  his  friends  as  to 
whether  he  would  be  well  advised  in 
signing  for  or  against  compensation ;  did 
the  fact  that  this  man  took  the  chair  at 
a  meeting  in  support  of  Mr.  Martin 
ESdmunds,  the  Liberal  candidate  for 
Woolwich,  and  formed  a  .  Union  of 
Arsenal  Labourers,  constitute  an  ofEence 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Arsenal  Authorities ; 
and  whether  he  will  now  consider 
Barton's  case,  with  a  view  to  his  re- 
instatement or  compensation  for  the 
injuries  he  has  received  ? 

•Me.  B.  STANHOPE:  The  pattern- 
maker, named  Barton,  was  discharged 
as  stated  with  other  men,  after  a  service 
of  one  year  and  eight  months.  Thirteen 
months  ago  he  lost  the  little  finger  of  his 
left  hand.  Ther6  is  no  rule  as  to  the 
retention  of  men  who  have  met  with 
accidents.  Barton  was  discharged  in  a 
necessary  redaction  as  one  of  the  men 
with  shortest  service,  and  therefore  least 
claim  to  be  retained.  At  the  time  of  his 
accident  he  was,  according  to  custom, 
called  upon  to  decide  whether  he  would 
continue  on  his  then  rating  qr  accept  a 
reduced  rating  and  have  his  case  put  for- 
ward for  compensation.  He  was  given 
the  remainder  of  the  day  for  decision. 
As  to  this,  I  may  perhaps  explain  that  if 
a^man  continues  able  to  earn  his  full 


MEETINGS    OF    POST    OFFICE 
EMPLOTes. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  the  in- 
vitation of  a  Member  of  Parliament  by 
Post  Office  employes  to  assist  them  in 
their  deliberations  at  a  meeting  other- 
wise legitimate  will  constitute  a  breach 
of  the  Rules  of  the  Service  i 
•The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raises,  Cambridge  University) :  As  I 
have  stated  more  than  once,  one  of  the 
conditions  on  which  I  relaxed  the  Rule 
respecting  meetings  concerning  official 
questions  outside  the  Post  Office  build- 
ings, was  that  they  should  be  confined  to 
Poet  Office  servants,  and  to  those  Post 
Office  servants  only,  who  were  directly 
interested  in  the  matter  or  matters  to  be 
discussed.  I  must  leave  it  to  the  hon. 
Member's  own  intelligence  to  decide  for 
himself  whether  it  would  be  in  accor- 
dance with  this  condition  to  invite  a 
Member  of  Parliament  to  attend. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE:  As  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen's  answer  precludes  hon. 
Members  from  attending  these  meetings, 
I  beg  to  ask  whether  he  proposes  to  take 
any  action  f^inst  some  two  or  three 
hundred  Post  Office  officials,  whom  I 
had  the  honour  of  addressing  at  the 
South wark  Radical  Club  last  night  ? 

♦Me.  RAIKES  :  I  must  ask  for  notice 
of  that  question. 

Me.  CONYBEARE:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  able  to  state  what  hon. 
Member  or  Members  it  was,  and  when 
he  alleges  that  they  at  any  meetings 
incited  Post  Office  employSt  to  con- 
travene the  Rules  of  the  Service  ? 

Mb.  RAIKES :  I  do  not  remember 
making  any  such  statement.  I  said  that 
I  hoped  I  might  rely  on  the  co-operation 
of  hon.  Members  not  to  do  such  a  thing. 

IRELAND -CHARGES  AGAINST  THE 
POLICE. 
Me.  FLYNN  :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  civil  processes  for 
damages    have     been    issued     by    Mr. 
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Thomas  Barry,  P.L.G.,  against  District 
Inspector  Ball  and  Sergeant  R.I.C., 
Cnrrabeha,  Fermoy,  in  which  the  defen- 
dants are  charged  with  assaulting  and 
wounding  the  plaintiff;  and  whether; 
since  plaintiff  announced  his  intention 
of  proceeding  by  civil  bill  for  the  as- 
sault, he  has  baen  served  with  a 
smnmons  for  having  obstructed  the 
police  1 

Mu.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  legal  pro- 
ceedings ara  pending  it  would  not  be 
propsr  for  me  to  enter  into  details  of  the 
case,  though  I  may  say  that  the  Report 
I  have  received  does  not  agree  with  the 
allegation  in  the  question. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Is  this  man  to  be 
kept  in  gaol  in  order  to  prevent  him 
proceeding  with  his  case  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No  doubt 
every  facility  would  be  given  him. 

Me.  CLANCY  :  Is  this  one  of  the 
eases  in  which  the  Qoremment  will 
defend  the  police? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  point  is  this- 
This  person  was  assaulted  l^  the  police, 
and  he  took  proceedings  in  order  to- vin- 
dicate himself.  The  police  retaliated  by 
prosecuting  him.  Now,  I  ask  what  are 
the  dates  of  the  respective  proceedings  1 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  knows  he  can  easily 
ascertain  the  dates  for  himself. 

Me.  FLYNN  :  Has  this  man  been 
served  with  a  summons  under  the 
Crimes  Act? 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  say. 
I  will  ascertain. 

IRISH  DIsrUlCT  LTTNATIO  ASYLUMS. 
Mb.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Jiieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  a  copy  of  the  correspon- 
dence between  the  Grand  Jury  of  the 
County  of  Cork  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  on  the  subject  of  the  nomina- 
tion by  the  Grand  Jury  of  representatives 
on  the  Board  of  the  District  Lunatic 
Asylum  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  is  no 
object  to  be  gained  by  such  a  course. 
The  GrandJury  were  entitled  t  J  11  repre- 
sentatives. They  submitted  20  names 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  from  among 
which  their  representatives  might  be 
selected. 

Mr.  Flynn 


TUB  ICH.iRGE  AGAINST  SERGEANT 
LORD. 

Mb.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Mon^han, 
N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether,  in  the  Report  furnished  to 
him  in  the  case  of  charges  of  forgery 
and  fraud  made  by  John  Maher,  of 
Lorrha,  against  Sergeant  Lord,  of  that 
station,  the  fact  is  stated  that  some 
time  after  Maher  had  made  his  com- 
plaint to  the  Inspector  General  of 
Constabulary  he  was  waited  on  by  Mr. 
Dooian,  J.P.,  with  an  offer  of  the  money 
that  Lord  had  previously  refused  to  j»y 
him ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  this  pre- 
samptiye  evidence  that  the  amoiuit 
claimed  was  due,  and  that  Sergeant  Lord 
was  guilty  of  fraud  on  the-  Polioe 
Authorities  by  returning  as  a  vondier 
a  forged  receipt  for  the  money  that  had 
not  been  paid,  the  Government  will 
direct  the  Attorney  General  to  consider 
the  case  with  a  view  to  the  rindicataoa 
of  justice? 

Me.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Polioe 
Authorities  are  making  inquiry  into  this 
matter. 

THE    POSTMEN'S    MEETING    AT 
CLERKENWELL. 

Me.  CONYBEARE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  if  all  the  postmen 
who  attended  the  meeting  on  Clerkenwell 
Green  are  to  be  required  to  give  a 
written  declaration  that  they  will  abstain 
from  attending  similar  meetings,  as 
considerable  doubt  exists  on  this 
subject  ? 

•The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL :  The 
postmen  in  question  will  be  required  to 
promise  that  they  will  not  again  act  in 
defiance  of  OfiBcial  Regulations;  hut  it 
may,  perhaps,  be  well  again  to  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  these  relate 
only  to  meetings  for  the  discussion  of 
ofScial  matters,  and  that  postmen  are  as 
free  as  any  other  persons  to  attend 
public  meetings,  where  questions  of 
public  interest  are  discussed,  outside  the 
hours  of  oflScial  duty. 

Mb.  C.  GRAHAM:  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  consider  that  a  meeting 
of  postmen  to  discuss  the  subject  of  their 
wages  comes  under  the  R^ulations  as  to 
discussing  official  questions  1 

•Me.  RAIKES  :  Certainly,  Sir.  I  do. 
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IRfSH  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 
Mb.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  will  give  the 
names  of  the  local  manas^ers  of  the  two 
national  schools  in  Glare  to  which 
Michael  O'Brien's  children  were  refused 
adqtission,  namely,  Armagh,  8528, 
National  School,  and  Mullagh,  3928; 
and  the  name  of  the  manager  of  Coore 
National  School  to  which  O'Brien  is 
referred  as  being  conveniently  situated  1 
Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  report 
that  the  Rev.  J.  Cahir,  P.P.,  is  the 
manager  of  each  of  the  three  National 
Schools  mentioned. 

•Mb.  JORDAN:  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
since  the  question  was  raised  five  chil- 
dren— two  of  them  children  of  a  polioe- 
mao — ^have  been  admitted  to  the  Armagh 
school? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
information  on  that  point. 

HOLDEltS  OP  TOWN  PABKS  IN 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  will  introduce  into 
the  Land  Purchase  (Ireland)  Bill  a  pro- 
vision to  give  relief  to  the  holders  of 
town  parks  in  Ireland,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  have  foir  rents  fixed  in  respect 
of  their  holdings? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  the  hon. 
Member  is  aware,  the  Land  Purchase 
(Ireland)  Bill  does  not  deal  with  the 
question  of  fair  rents,  nor  can  I  extend 
its  scope  by  introducing  any  such  ques- 
tions into  it.  Adequate  relief  seems  to 
be  given  to  the  holders  of  town  parks  by 
permitting  them  to  purchase  under  the 
Act. 

Mb.  M'CARTAN :  Are  we  to  take  it 
the  holders  of  town  parks  are  to  expect 
no  farther  reliefs  from  the  Govern- 
ment? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  should 
think  that  a  relief  which  enabled  them 
to  become  owners  of  the  holding  at  a 
redaction  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  rental  is 
not  an  inconsiderable  measure  of  relief. 

CENTRAL  TELEGRAPH  OFf  ICE. 
Me.  M'CARTAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  Qeueral    whether    he    will 
state  the  maximum  number  of  hours' 


duty  and  overtime  performed  by  a  tele- 
'  graph  clerk   in   the   Central   Telegraph 
i  Office  for   the   seven   days   ending   8th 
instant ;  whether  clerks  on  duty  for  five 
1  days  from  5  p.m.  to  2  a.m.  are  brought 
j  on  overtime  on  the  sixth  day  and  also  on 
Sundays ;  whether  clerks,  after  perform- 
ing duty  from   8  p.m.  to   7   a.m.,  are 
placed  on  overtime  from  11  a.m.  to  3 
p.m.  and  in  some  cases  to  even  a  later 
hour ;  whether  these  clerks  are  again  on 
duty  at  8  p.m ,  thus  parforming  15  hours 
out  of  the  24  hours ;  whether  there  is 
less  work  performed  in  June  than  in 
July  or  August;  and  whether  he  will 
consider  the  desirability  of  taking,  with- 
out delay,  as  many  probationers  from  the 
Telegraph  School  as  will  give  sabstantial 
relief  to  the  overworked  clerks  ? 

♦Mb.  RAIKES:  In  reply  to  the  first 
question  of  the  hon.  Member,  I  have  to 
state  that  the  maximum  number  of  hours 
of  duty  and  overtime  combined  performed 
by  a  telegraphist  in  the  Central  Telegraph 
Office  during  the  seven  days  ended  the 
8th  instant  was  81|.  A  part  of  this  was, 
I  understand,  performed  under  a  private 
arrangement  as  substitute  for  two  other 
telegraphists.  The  answer  to  the  next 
three  questions  is  in  the  affirmative. 
But,  except  as  regards  the  Sunday  duty 
— which  comes  round  once  in  four  or 
five  weeks — the  performance  of  the  over- 
time is  quite  voluntary.  Practically, 
there  is  not  much  difference  between  the 
amount  of  work  performed  in  June  as 
compared  with  the  other  two  months 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member.  A  state- 
ment of  the  comparative  number  of 
telegrams  in  each  month  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  Reports  of  the  ■ 
Postmaster  General,  which  are  laid  before 
Parliament.  I  do  not  myself  think  it 
desirable  that  a  telegraphist  who  has 
been  on  duty  for  11  hours  should 
resume  work  at  so  short  an  interval  as 
four  hours.  This  was  one  of  the  points 
very  fairly  urged  by  the  deputation  of 
telegraphists  whom  I  received  a  short 
time  ago,  and  I  shall  bo  very  glad  if  I 
can  take  measures  to  mitigate  what  I 
certainly  regard  as  a  hardship. 

PRISON  WARDERS. 
Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  bog  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  the  warders  in  English 
prisons  are  required  during  the  hours 
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when  thej  are  off  dufy  to  appear  in 
nniform  outside  the  prison  walls  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Prison  Directors  that  there  is  an 
Order  requiring  the  warders  in  English 
Convict  Prisons  when  off  daty  to  ap- 
pear in  nniform  outside  the  prison 
walls.  No  General  Order  has  been  made 
by  the  Prison  Commissioners  on  the 
subject  applicable  to  local  prisons.  I 
am  not  aware  that  the  practice  entails 
any  hardship  on  the  men. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  :  Is  the  Rule  uni- 
versally enforced  1 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  So  far  as  I  am 
aware  it  is. 

Mb.  CONYBBARE  :  I  wiU  now  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  will  consent 
to  receive  evidence  from  warders  in  Irish 
prisons  showing  that  the  Rule  which  re- 
quires them  always  to  be  in  uniform 
even  when  off  duty  does  entail  hardship 
upon  them ;  and  whether,  if  particular 
facts  are  laid  before  him,  he  will 
indemnify  any  warders  who  may  give 
such  evidence  against  dismissal  or  other 
punishment ! 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  General 
Prisons  Board  report  that  they  enter- 
tain no  doubt  whatever  that  the  present 
arrangement  is  not  attended  with  any 
hardship. 

Me.  CONYBEARE  :  I  can  give  the 
right  hon.  Glentleman  evidence  that  it 
does  entail  hardship.  If  the  facts  are 
laid  before  him,  will  he  indemnify 
warders  who  may  give  evidence  and 
guarantee  them  against  the  brutal  ill- 
treatment  of  the  Prisons  Board?  I 
-must  press  this  question. 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
can  lay  his  facts  before  the  right  hon. 
Gtentleman. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE :  But  I  am  asking 
facilities  for  bringing  the  facts  forward. 
•Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
mast  be  aware  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  his  laying  his  facts  before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE :  I  wDl  repeat  my 
question  another  day. 

Mb.  p.  O'BRIEN  :  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  the  rule  was  not  enforced  until  a  suit 
of  clothes  was  taken  into  prison  to  Mr. 
W.  O'Brien  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  statement  of  the  date  is 
accurate. 

Mr.  Conybeare 


Mb.  p.  O'BRIEN:  I  was  in  prison 
at  the  time,  and  I  know  it  to  be  the 
fact. 

CLERKS  m  THE  CUSIOMS. 
Mb.  p.  M'DONALD  (Sligo,N.)  :Ibeg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  an  examination  for  clerkships  in 
the  Customs  has  been  held  since  1877  ; 
and  when  it  is  expected  the  next 
examination  for  that  Department  will  be 
held  in  Ireland  1 

•Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Examinations  for 
ontport  clerkships,  the  only  special  ex- 
aminations for  clerkships,  that  are  held 
for  the  Customs  Service,  were  held  in 
August,  1880,  and  in  April,  1886.  Fresh 
appointments  to  such  ofBces  are  not  at 
present  required,  and  it  is  not  probable 
that  any  examination  will  be  held  for 
some  time. 

ALLEGED  POLICE  "SHADOWING"  AT 
ABKLOW. 

Mb.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperaty,  N.) 
(for  Mr.  J.  Redhond,  Wexford,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  at  the  fair  of  Arklowon  the  10th  in- 
stant, two  respectable  men,  named  Peter 
M'Carthy  and  Henry  Birthwistle,  were 
shadowed  by  Constable  Johnson  through- 
out  the  whole  day,  and  the  oonstaUe  on 
one  occasion  shoved  against  them  and 
endeavoured  to  provoke  an  aaaaolt; 
whether  John  Millen,  who  was  offering 
mats  for  sale,  was  also  shadowed,  and 
afterwards  arrested  ;  and  whether  he 
will  state  the  crime  of  which  these  men 
were  suspected  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Peter 
M'Carthy  and  John  Millen  were  closely 
watched  by  the  police  at  Arklow  fair  on 
the  occasion  mentioned.  Both  of  them 
had  previously  been  convicted  of  intimida- 
tion, and  there  was  ground  for  supposing 
that  they  were  at  the  fair  for  the 
purpose  of  boycotting.  Millen  was 
arrested  under  the  Pedlars  Act  for  hawk- 
ing without  a  licence,  a  charge  to  which 
he  pleaded  guilty.  It  does  not  appear 
that  Henry  Birthwistle  was  watched, 
except  for  a  few  minutes  when  he  was 
in  company  with  M'Carthy. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  Ma,y  I  ask  what  is  the 
rank  of  the  officer  in  Ireland  who  is 
allowed  to  dictate  the  degree  of  shadow- 
ing that  is  to  be  practised  by  the  police  t 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  ehotild  like 
notice  of  that  question.  It  will  be  some 
superior  officer. 

Mb.  OILL:  As  this  is  a  matter 
of  importance,  I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
state  to  the  House  in  what  manner  this 
method  of  shadowing  operates  to  prevent 
boycotting  in  Ireland,  because   it  is  not 

the  fact 

•Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order !     That 
is  a  matter  of  argument. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Having  given  instruc- 
tions on  this  matter,  has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  informed  himself  of  the 
rank  and  responsibility  of  the  officer  who 
dictates  this  shadowing  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
I  am  bound  to  keep  in  mj  mind  the 
names  of  all  the  ofi&cers  who  give  in- 
structions in  this  matter.  Perhaps  the 
hoa.  Member  will  put  a  question  on  the 
subject  on  the  Paper. 

THE  CASE  OF  JOHN  MURPHY. 

Mb.  FLYNN  :,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  John 
Murphy,  an  emergency  man,  charged  at 
hst  Conna  Petty  Sessions  (County  Cork) 
irith  "discharging  a  revolver  on  the 
public  road,"  whether  the  mitigated 
penalty  of  £2  10s.  and  costs  impost  on 
him  hy  Colonel  Longboume,  R.M.,  was 
reduced  still  further  by  the  authorities  ; 
and,  if  so,  l^  whom  it  was  reduced,  and 
for  what  reason ;  are  the  authorities 
aware  that  this  man  was  convicted  of 
sheep  stealing;  and  will  inquiries  be 
made  in  future  before  granting  licences 
to  carry  revolvers  or  other  firearms  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  proceed- 
ings in  this  case  were  at  the  suit  of  the 
Excise  Authorities.  I  understand  that  a 
recommendation  for-  a  remission  of  the 
penalty  has  been  made  to  them,  but  1  am 
not  aware  of  the  result.  It  is  not  a  fact 
that  Murphy  was  convicted  of  sheep 
stealing.  iHe  was  accused  of  that  offence, 
but  the  charge  was  dismissed. 

MARBIAGES  IK  MALTA. 
Mb.  SUMMERS:  1  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Aflhirs  whether  it  is  understood  that 
mixed  marriages  that  have  taken  place 
in  Malta  otherwise  than  in  accordance 
with  the  rites  of  the  Roman  Catholic 


Church  will,  by  the  intended  project  of 
law,  be  declared  valid  only  in  cases 
where  the  ceremony  has  been  performed 
by  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  whether  the  intention  is  to 
declare  all  such  marriages  in  the  post 
valid,  whether  the  ceremony  has  been 
conducted  by  Church  of  England  mini- 
sters or  by  ministers  of  other  bodies  ? 

•SiK  J.  FERGUSSON:  As  regards 
the  validation  of  past  marriages  in 
Malta,  it  is  not  intended  to  make  any 
distinction  between  marriages  celebrated 
by  clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England 
and  those  celebrated  by  ministers  of 
other  religious  denominations. 

EVICTIONS  ON  THE  OLPHEET 
ESTATE. 

Mb.  DAI/rON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  presence  of  the 
forces  of  the  Crown  have  been  applied 
for  at  the  evictions  of  the  remaining 
tenants  on  the  Olphert  estate,  in  the 
Falcarragh  district ;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that  these  tenants,  like  the  tenants 
on  the  Swiney  and  Stewart  estates,  have 
been  recipients  of  relief  during  the  past 
12  months  of  seed  to  crop  their  lands 
and  of  food  for  their  families,  and  that 
when  rendered  homeless  they  wiU  have 
no  escape  from  starvation  except  the 
workhouse  of  the  Dunfanaghy  Union,  of 
which  the  evicting  landlord,  Mr.  Olphert, 
is  chairman? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Protection  has 
been  applied  for  and  granted  in  respect 
of  the  execution  of  eviction  decrees  in 
the  case  of  certain  tenants  on  the  Olphert 
estate,  where  the  Plan  of  Campaign  is  in 
operation.  I  am  informed  that  Jihese 
tenants  have  not  been  the  recipients  of 
relief  for  their  families  or  of  seed  to  crop 
their  land  in  the  last  12  months. 

NEWFOUNDLAND  FISHERIES. 
Mb.  FLYNN  (for  Dr.  Tanskb)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  the  modus  vivendi 
agreed  upon  by  the  French  and  British 
Governments  will  be  enforced  by  the 
latter  in  the  &ce  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Newfoundland  Legislature  and  people  to 
sanction  the  arrangement  ? 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON  :  The  objections 
of  the  Newfoundland  Legislature  seem 
to  be  mainly  founded  on  a  mistaken 
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notion  that  the  modus  vivendi  tends 
to  impair  their  rights,  or  to  admit 
claims  on  the  part  of  France  hitherto  not 
acknowledged.  This  is  not  the  case,  as 
all  rights  on  both  sides  are  expressly 
reserved.  Some  understanding  as  to  the  j 
mode  of  procedure  for  this  reason  is ! 
absolutely  necessary,  and  Her  Majesty's 
Government  must  act  npon  that  -which 
has  been  arranged  with  the  French 
Government.  But  Her  Majesty's  naval 
officers  will  endeavour  to  carry  it  into 
effect  with  all  possible  regard  for  the 
interests  of  the  colony  and  of  the  indi- 
viduals who  may  be  afiected.  I  may 
add  that  from  recent  telegraphic  cor- 
respondence it  would  seem  that  the 
Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  of  the 
Colonial  Legislature,  while  protesting 
against  the  French  claim  to  erect  any 
lobster  factory,  were  prepared  to  admit 
in  practice  the  main  provisions  of  the 
modus  vivendi  in  deference  to  the  wishes 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

CATHOLIC  PRISONERS  IN  DERRY 
GAOL. 

Me.  CONYBEARB  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  will  state  for  each 
of  the  months  since  September  last  the 
number  of  Catholic  prisoners  confined  in 
Derry  QaxA  and  the  terms  for  which  they 
have  been  imprisoned;  whether  any 
Catholic  clergyman  has,  during  that 
period,  been  permitted  to  visit  such 
prisoners  ;  has  any  Catholic  service  been 
oondncted  in  the  prison  chapel  during 
that  period  ;  and  whether  he  still  refuses 
to  sanction  the  appointment  by  the 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  to  the  prisoii  chap- 
laincy of  such  clergyman  aa  the  Bishop 
may  sae  fit  to  nominate  7 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  received 
notice  of  this  question  too  late  to  obtain 
information.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Member 
will  put  the  question  down  for  to- 
morrow. 

DERRY  GAOL. 
Mb.  HARRISON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  an  official  from  the 
English  Prison  Department  visited  Derry 
Gaol  in  the  autumn  of  1889  with  a  view 
to  professionally  examining  into  its 
sanitary  condition ;  if  so,  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  lay  this  officials'  Report  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  ? 
Sir  J.  Ferffusson 


Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  put  the  question  down  for 
this  day  week,  I  shall  be  able  to  mj 
whether  or  not  I  can  lay  the  Report  on 
the  Table. 

SCOTCn  CROFIERS. 

Me.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St 
Rollox) :  I  beg  to  ask  whether  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  extend  to 
crofters  in  Scotland  the  same  facilities 
for  becoming  owners  of  their  holdings  as 
are  proposed  to  be  conferred  on  the 
tenants  in  Ireland  under  the  Purchase  of 
Land  and  Congested  Districts  (Ireland) 
Bill  presently  before  the  House  ? 

Mb.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON:  The 
Government  are  not  prepared  to  extend 
to  crofters  in  Scotland  similar  provisions 
to  those  contained  in  the  Purchase  of 
Land  (Ireland)  Bill. 

OFFENCES  UNDER  38  AND  89  VIC, 
CAP.  86. 
Mb.  CALDWELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  General  whether  each  of  the 
sub-sections  of  Section  ^  of  the  Act  38 
and  39  Yic,  cap.  86,  constitute  a  separate 
ofEence  under  that  section  and  are 
cumulative  in  their  application,  or 
whether  each  of  said  sub-sections  are 
merely  different  modes  which,  singly  or 
together,  constitute  the  offence  set  forth 
in  said  section,  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  ^20  or  three  months'  imprison- 
ment? 

•The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sr 
R  Webstee,  Isle  of  Wight) :  The  ques- 
tion is  one  of  abstract  law  ;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  the  sub-section  constitutes  a 
separate  offence,  for  which  a  prosecution 
could  be  instituted. 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  BILL. 
Mb.  DIXON-HARTLAND  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasarf 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Treasury  to  contribute  to  industrial 
schools  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the 
same  extent  as  heretofore  ? 

•The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TBEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smtth,  Strand, 
Westminster):  The  passing  of  the 
Industrial  Schools  Bill  now  befrae 
Parliament  may  involve  some  re- 
adjustment of  the  rate  of  payment  to 
these  schools,  but  no  such  re-adjustment 
will  be  made  without  full  notice  to  this 
House. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1045 


Mr.  Monro's 


{JcsE  16, 1890} 


Resignation. 


1046 


OFFENDERS  AGAINST  THE  VACCINA- 
TION ACTS. 
Mr.  CHANNING :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  is  awaro  that  William 
Cheney,  of  Bushden,  who  was  sent  to 
Northampton  Graol  on  29th  May  for 
seven  days  in  defanlt  of  a  fine  for  non- 
compliance with  the  Vaccination  Acts, 
was  compelled  to  work  three  hours  a  day 
on  the  treadmill  in  company  with  men 
convicted  for  thefts,  to  pick  two  pounds 
of  oakum  daily,  and  to  use  a  plank  bed, 
and  was  given  as  prison  food  black  bread 
and  water  and  skilly  only ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  Cheney  was  Buffering  from 
a  weak  leg  owing  to  rheumatic  fever, 
and  that  the  oakum  given  him  to  pick 
tore  his  fingers,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
removed  by  the  head  warder  as  unfit  for 
punishment  work  ;  whether  this  scale  of 
panishment  and  diet  is  permissible  under 
the  present  law ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  in  some  similar  cases,  compensation 
has  baen  recovered  from  Governors  of 
gaols  when  an  action  for  damages  has 
been  brought ;  and  whether,  if  the  treat- 
ment specified  is  legal,  he  will  take 
steps,  either  by  legislation  or  by  repre- 
sentation to  Prison  Authorities,  to  miti- 
gate the  prison  treatment  of  prisoners 
under  the  Vaccination  Acts  ? 

Me.  MATTHEWS:  W.  Cheney 
was  sentenced  by  the  Magistrate  to 
seven  days'  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour  in  default  of  payment  of  a  fine 
and  costs ;  and,  under  the  warrant  of 
commitment,  he  received  the  scale  of 
punishment  and  the  diet  which  are 
prescribed  by  the  Prison  Statutes  and 
Bales.  I  am,  however,  advised  that  the 
Magistrate  exceeded  his  powers  in 
awarding  hard  labour  under  the  Vaccina- 
tion Acts,  and  I  have  requested  the 
Treasury  Solicitor  to  consider  the  matter 
of  Cheney's  complaint. 

Mb.  CHANNING  :  Will  the  question 
of  compensation  be  considered  1 

Me.  PICTON:  Since  this  is  not  the 
first  case  in  which  a  misunderstanding 
has  arisen  about  prisoners  under  the 
Vaccination  Acts,  will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  take  steps  to  inform  Magis- 
trates all  over  the  country  that  they  can- 
not inflict  hard  labour  in  such  cases. 

VOL.  CCCXLV.      fTHlBD  SERIES.] 


Mr.  MATTHEWS :  I  really  think  that 
the  knowledge  that  the  Vaccination  Acts 
do  not  authorise  hard  labour  is  very 
general. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  BILL. 
Me.  SUMMERS:  I  wish  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
it  is  true,  as  stated  in  some  news- 
papers, that  the  Gkivernment  have  ex- 
pressed their  willingness  to  appoint  a 
Select  Committee  next  year  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  of  compensation ;  and 
whether  the  Government  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  withdrawing  those 
clauses  in  the  Local  Taxation  Bill  which 
provides  that  payments  may  be  made  by 
the  County  Councils  for  the  extinction 
of  licences,  and  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  until  after  the  Select 
Committee  has  reported  t 

•Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  A  large  section 
of  the  Government's  supporters  ara 
desirous  that  a  Committee  should  care- 
fully examine  the  licensing  question, 
and  notably  some  proposals  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Paddington.  The 
Government  are  perfectly  willing,  if  the 
House  should  desire  it,  to  appoint  a 
Committee  for  tiiis  purpose,  and,  as  far 
as  they  are  concerned,  they  will  afford 
facilities  for  the  inquiry.  '  It  is,  however, 
quite  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  clauses 
referred  to  until  the  Report  of  such  a 
Committee  is  issued.  I  can  only  say,  in 
regard  to  the  Bill  before  the  House,  that 
it  does  not  refer  to  the  question  of  com- 
pensation in  the  sense  which  I  attach  to- 
the  word.  It  rather  gives  power  to 
Local  Authorities,  if  they  wish,  and  not . 
otherwise,  to  enter  into  negotiations  for 
the  purchase  of  licences,  and  it  does  not . 
— I  say  it  with  all  respect  to  those  who 
differ  from  me — touch  the  principle  of  '■ 
compensation. 

MR.  MO^JRO'S  KESIONATION. 

Mr.  CAUSTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Home- 
Secretary  if  he  will  state,  for  the  con- 
venience of  hon.  Members,  whether  the 
Police  Bill,  which  has  been  circulated 
among  Members  to-day,  is  in  the  same 
form  as  when  it  was  submitted  to  the 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  ? 

Me.  MATTHEWS  :  I  do  not  think  it 
is    right     for     the    hon.     Member     to 
inquire    into    all    the    different  stages 
2  Q 
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through  which  a  Bill  has  passed ;  and, 
therefore,  the  only  reply  I  can  make  is 
to  decline  to  answer  his  question.  I  hope 
hon.  Members  will  not  think  this  is  a 
laughing  matter.  It  may,  no  doubt,  be 
necessary  for  me,  when  the  discussion  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  referred  comes  on,  to 
make  a  statement  to  the  House,  and  to 
give  information,  as  I  am  always  happy 
to  do,  in  reply  to  questions  which  may  be 
legitimately  asked,  in  regard  to  certain 
points  and  certain  matters  contained  in 
the  draft  Bill  which  was  first  sent 
confidentially  to  the  Chief  Commissioner 
for  his  consideration.  I  do  not  think  a 
question  on  this  subject,  put  in  a  general 
form  and  without  notice,  ought  to  be 
answered. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  K  the  rule 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
just  laid  down  is  to  be  a  general  rule,  I 
would  ask  him  to  consider  whether  in 
the  letter  which  he  read  the  other  day  in 
this  House  he  did  not  use  -that  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  the  blame  on  Mr. 
Monro,  the  Chief  Commissioner,  in 
,  reference  to  that  Bill.  [An  hon.  Meubeb  : 
Order,  order !]  Who  is  calling  me  to 
order  t  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture  has  not  yet 
been  appointed-  Speaker  of  this  House. 
[Crie*o/""  Order!"] 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  :  I  never  opened  my 
mouth. 

Sia  W.  HARCOURT :  I  would  submit 
to  the  Home  Secretary  that  an  answer 
to  the  question  which  has  been  put  to 
him  is  due  to  Mr.  Monro. 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  The  answer  which 
I  gave  to  the  House  I  certainly  did  not 
imagine  to  be  unfavourable  to  Mr.  Monro, 
inasmuch  as  I  read  entirely  Mr.  Monro's 
own  letter.  I  hope  I  may,  without  com- 
mitting an  indiscretion,  say  that  the  Bill 
submitted  to  Mr.  Monro  was  at  least  as 
favourable  to  the  police  as  the  Bill  now 
on  the  Table  of  the  House. 

THE  INDIAN  COUNCILS  BILL. 
Mr.  BRADLAUGH  :  I  would  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury — and  if  he 
is  unable  to  answer  now  I  would  ask  him 
to  consider  it  with  a  view  to  giving  an 
answer  to-morrow — whether  he  can  fix 
a  date  for  taking  the  Indian  Councils 
Bill,  especially  as  I  understand  it  was 
one  of  the  matters  the  Prime  Minister 
-Mr.  Matthews 


referred  to  the  other  day  as  of  primary 
importance  1 

Mb.  J.  MACLEAN :  Would  the  Go- 
vernment consider  the  erpediency  of 
putting  down  this  Bill  as  the  first  Order 
of  the  Day  on  a  particular  date,  instead 
of  relegating  it  to  the  fag-end  of  the 
evening,  when  provisions  of  importance 
cannot  be  adequately  discussed  1 

•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  have  already 
said  that  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  measure  to  which  the 
hon.  Members  refer.  I  fully  realise  its 
very  great  importance,  but  at  the  present 
moment  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  name 
a  date.  I  will  include  this  subject  in 
the  statement  I  shall  have  to  make  to- 


PUBLIC  WORKS   LOANS  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr  SUMMERS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Tressury  whether  the 
Board  of  Works  in  Ireland,  when  applied 
to  for  a  loan  under  the  Public  Works 
Loans  (Tramways)  (Ireland)  Act  by  the 
Mitchelstown  and  Fermoy  Railway 
Company,  on  24th  August,  1889,  replied, 
under  date  of  27th  August,  1889,  asking 
for  the  nature  of  the  security  proposed ; 
and  whether,  after  having  been  informed 
of  the  nature  of  the  said  security,  they 
wrote  under  date  10th  September,  1889, 
saying  they  were  precluded  by  a  Trea- 
sury Minute  from  making  such  ad- 
vances? 

Me.  JACKSON:  I  am  informed 
that  the  reply  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
dated  14tb  September,  stated  that  "  the 
Treasury  have  decided  to  make  no 
further  loans  on  security  of  shares." 

Mb.  CLANCY :  Are  we  distinctly  to 
understand  that  up  to  the  present  date 
no  grant  has  been  sanctioned  forauy  rail- 
way scheme  in  Donegal  under  the  Light 
Railways  Act  of  last  year  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  If  the  hon.  Member's 
question  means  whether  any  formal 
assent  of  the  Treasury  has  been  given, 
my  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Mb.  CLANCY  :  Are  the  West  Done- 
gal Railway  Company  justified  in  an- 
nouncing to  the  public  that  on  the  26th 
of  June  next,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Company,  the  confirmation  will  be  pro- 
posed of  an  agreement  between  them 
and  the  Treasury  for  the  construction 
of  a  light  railway  from  Donegal  to 
Killybeg? 
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Mb.  JACKSON  :  There  is  nothing  in- 
consistent in  that  anaouncement  with 
what  I  have  stated.  I  think  the  railway 
<iompauy  are  taking  a  very  sanguine 
view  in  assaming  that  the  negotiations 
will  be  successful. 

Mb.  CLANCY :  Is  this  the  Barton- 
Price  scheme  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  think  my  answer 
is  in  the  afBrmative. 

BUSINESS  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  beg  toasbthe  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  can  now  say 
whether  the  Government  intend  to  ask 
the  House  to  pass  the  Land  Purchase 
Bill  this  year ;  and  what  proposal,  if  any, 
they  will  make  in  regard  to  the  business 
of  the  House  1 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  I  shall  be  in 
a  position  to-morrow  to  make  a  state- 
ment to  the  House  relative  to  the  present 
condition  of  public  business,  and  to  give 
notice  of  proposals  for  the  further  facili- 
tation of  that  business.  In  that  state- 
ment will  be  included  the  Parchase  of 
Land  (Ireland)  Bill,  and  therefore  I  must 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  defer  his 
C[ae8tion  till  to-morrow. 

Sib  W.  HABCOURT:  What  day 
will  be  fixed  for  the  discussion  of 
the  question  of  the  condition  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police?  The  right  hon. 
Oentleman  promised  to  fix  a  day,  and  I 
submit  that  that  day  cannot  be  too  early. 
Further,  I  would  ask  whether  the 
correspondence  will  'be  laid  upon  the 
Table  at  once  with  reference  to  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Monro  t  Of  course, 
the  correspondence  read  by  the  Home 
Secretary  will  be  laid,  but  I  refer  to 
farther  correspondence. 
•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  It  would  be  more 
convenient  that  I  should  answer  the 
question  to-morrow  in  connection  with 
the  other  statement  that  I  may  have  to 
make. 

Mb.  CAINE  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whateer  it  is  in- 
tended to  take  the  Local  Taxation  Bill 
from  day  to  day  throughout  this  week  ? 
•Me.  W.  H  SMITH  :  I  hope  so.  Sir. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  :  May  I  ask  when 
the  Government  Bill  relating  to  police 
saperannuation  in  Scotland  will  be  intro- 
duced, and  whether  it  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  hon.  Members  before  the  clause 


in  the  Local  Taxation  Bill  comes  on  for 
consideration  ) 

*Mh.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  It  is  in  course  of 
preparation,  but  I  am  not  able  to  state 
the  exact  day  on  which  it  will  be  intro- 
duced. 

ORDERS   OF   THE   DAY. 


LOCAL  TAXATION  (CUSTOMS  AND 

EXCISE)  DUTIES  BILL.— (No.  244.) 

COHUrXTEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

•(5.56.)THEPRESn)BNTorTHELOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchib, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's):  With 
reference  to  the  question  which  just  now 
was  asked  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Edinburgh,  I  have  to  say  that  if  it 
should  meet  with  the  assent  of  the 
House,  and  not  otherwise,  the  Govern- 
ment think  there  would  be  an  advan- 
tage, after  we  have  finished  Clause  1,  in 
postponing  Clauses  2,  3,  and  4.  Clause 
2  deals  with  Scotland;  Clause  3  with 
Ireland ;  and  Clause  4  with  superannua- 
tion. Then  Clause  5  deals  with  the 
extinction  of  licences  in  England.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  will  be 
an  advantage  if  we  proceed  to  further 
consider  the  matter  as  it  has  been  set 
out  in  Clause  5.  I  understand  it  is 
desired  that  the  Bill  for  the  superannua- 
tion of  the  police  in  Scotland  should  be 
in  the  hands  of  Members  before  Clause 
2  is  discussed.  As  I  have  already  said, 
the  proposed  arrangement  will  only  be 
made  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
generally. 

(5.57.)  Sib  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby)  : 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  got  up  to 
propose  the  postponement  of  all  the  clauses 
it  would  be  a  very  reasonable  proposal, 
especially  after  the  announcement  we 
have  heard  about  the  Committee,  be- 
cause, whatever  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  may  say,  we  know,  and 
everybody  knows,  that  no  Gentleman 
on  those  Benches  ever  argued  this 
Bill  except  upon  the  principle  of  com- 
pensation. To  say,  therefore,  that  com- 
pensation has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
BiU  is  absurd.  Therefore,  if  the  -whole 
subject  of  compensation  is  one  which 
demands  a  Committee,  the  proposal  of 
2  Q  2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1051  Local  Taxation  {Customs      {COMMONS}       and  Excise)  Duties  BiiR.    105i 


the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  have 
been  to  postpone  this  clause  and 
Clause  5.  If,  instead  of  that,  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  force  on  this  Bill, 
they  ought  to  take  it  in  its  regular 
course. 

*(5.58.)  The  FIEST  LORD  op  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Strand, 
Westminster) :  Under  these  circum- 
stances, we  shall  adopt  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
take  the  Bill  in  its  regular  course. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian) :  If  I  understand  the  recom- 
mendation of  my  right  hon.  Friend  near 
me,  it  is  not  that  we  should  proceed 
with  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  but  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  intimation  given  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  as  to  inquir- 
ing into  compensation  at  a  future  date, 
we  should  postpone  the  legislation  as  to 
compensation  until  we  have  inquired. 
That  is  the  recommendation  we  should 
be  inclined  to  maka 

•(5.59.)  Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  appeal' 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
friends  as  to  whether  there  is  not  a 
marked  difference  between  a  general 
inquiry  into  the  licensing  question, 
including  the  question  of  compensation, 
and  the  proposals  in  this  Bill.  If  nothing 
is  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  diminishing 
the  temptation  to  intemperance  untU 
we  have  inquired  into  this  great  licensing 
question  and  the  House  has  come  to  an 
agreement  upon  it,  then  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends 
will  assume  a.  great  responsibility  in 
postponing  for  so  long  a  period  a  reform 
in  which  we  desire  to  make  some 
advance. 

(6.0.)  Mb.  CAINE  (Barrow-in-Fur- 
ness) :  I  move  to  report  Progress.  The 
whole  of  the  circumstances  surrounding 
this  Bill  appear  to  be  entirely  changed. 
We  now  lutve  information  that  the  Gk>- 
vemment  lintend  to  bring  forward  pro- 

•(6.0.)  Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  What  I 
stated  was  in  answer  to  a  question.  In- 
timation had  come  from  various  quarters 
of  the  House  that  it  was  desirable  that 
an  inquiry  should  take  place,  and  I 
said  that  the  Government  would  be 
willing  if  the  House  wished  it.  We 
do  not  want  it. 

(6.1.)     Mb.  CAINE  :     I  am  aware  cf 
the  words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but    there    is    absolutely  no  difference 
Sir  W.  Harcourt 


bgtween  a  Motion  brought  forward  by 
the  Front  Bench  in  &.voar  of  a  Select 
Committee  to  inquire  into  any  particular 
question  and  such  a  Motion  bronglit 
forward  by  one  of  their  supporters  to- 
whom  the  Government  gives  facilities. 
We  have  a  right  to  know  a  good  deal 
more  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ha» 
told  us  so  far.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  states  that  he  is  willing  to- 
give  facilities  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
question,  and  yet  with  that  before  ns, 
and  the  probability  of  such  a  Committee 
being  appointed  next  Session,  the  Gro- 
vemment  propose  to  go  on  with  the 
Bill  dealing  with  what  a  large  number 
of  hon.  Members  and  a  large  number  of 
the  general  public  believe  to  lie  at  the 
basisof  any  reform  of  the  Licensing  Laws. 
As  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Derby  (Sir  W.  Harcourt)  has  said, 
it  is  ridiculous  to  toll  us  that  compensa- 
tion is  not  discussed  under  this  Bill. 
We  are  not  only  now  told  that  tiiJs 
Select  Committee  is  to  be  appointed,  but 
we  are  also  told  that  the  Government 
wish  to  suspend  certain  clauses  of  the 
Bill.  Do  they  think  that  we  are  going 
to  tamely  submit  to  Clause  1  being 
passed  by  the  Committee  while  the 
other  clauses  are  hung  up  in  the  mean- 
time? 

•Mb.  RITCHIE :  We  are  not  going  to 
do  that.  It  is  merely  with  a  view  to 
facilitate  business. 

Mb.  CAINE :  I  hope  some  detailed 
information  will  be  given  to  us  as  to 
what  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
really  are.  Who  is  to  bring  forward 
this  Motion  for  a  Select  Committee  f 
When  are  the  Government  to  give  facili- 
ties for  ite  discussion — to-day,  to-morrow, 
or  when  ?  because  if  this  House  appoints 
this  Committee 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  said  next 
Session,  and  I  do  not  know  who  may 
bring  it  forward  seven  months  hence. 

Mr.  CAINE :  I  do  not  wish  to  prolong 
the  Debate.  I  shall  certainly  divide  the 
House  on  my  Motion  unless  some  satis- 
factory explanation  is  given. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr.  Caine.) 

(6.3.)  Sib  W.  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  I  rise  to  support 
the    Motion    of  my    hon.    Friend  the 
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asks  what  is  the  soarce  of  my  information, 
I  cannotat  this  moment  undertake  to  tell 
him  with  any  accuracy.  The  fact  is  that 
I  hare  heard  for  a  long  time  discussion  on 
the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  such  a 
Committee — in  fact,  ever  since  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Paddington  (Lord 
Bandolph  Churchill)  introduced  his  Bill — 
I  haye  heard  in  all  quarters  of  the  House 
that  it  was  a  question  of  referring  the 
proposals  of  the  noble  Lord  to  a  Com- 
mittee for  consideration.  Of  course,  it 
is  quite  possible  that  I  might  have  had 
discussion  with  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  Icertainlyneverunderstoodthat 
they  were  adverse  to  the  proposal  of  a 
Committee.  But  I  had  no  authority 
from  the  Government  at  that  time  to 
state  that  they  had  decided  to  appoint 
such  a  Committee.  I  do  not  think, 
therefore,  that  the  expression  was  one 
that  I  am  likely  to  have  used. 

•(6.8.)  Me.  RITCHIE:  There  is  nO 
doubt  whatever  that  the  proposition  with 
reference  to  a  Committee  emanated  from 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Padding- 
ton. It  has  been  on  more  than  one 
occasion  mentioned  as  being  desirable. 
The  position  of  the  Government  in  the 
matter  is  this — that  if  there  is  a  desire 
to  investigate  the  question  of  compensa- 
tion, and  how  it  ought  to  be  applied,  they 
do  not  see  that  it  would  be  their  dnty  to 
negative  such  a  proposal.  With  refer- 
ence to  what  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Cockermouth  said  as  to  the 
effect  that  such  an  announcement  has  on 
the  position  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  this  Bill,  I  would  admit  that 
he  had  some  ground  for  his  remark  if  the 
Government  had  alleged  that  in  any  real 
sense  their  proposals  were  a  settlement 
of  the  licensing  question.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  Government  have  again  and 
again  said  that  they  regard  the  ultimate 
settlement  of  this  question  as  only  pos- 
sible upon  the  lines  of  handing  over  the 
Licensing  Authority  to  County  Councils. 
It  will  be  obvious  that  if  such  a  proposal 
were  made  the  whole  question  involved 
by  compensation  would  have  to  be  consi- 
dered. But,  so  &r  as  this  BUI  is 
concerned,  the  Government  have  always 
said  that,  pending  the  settlement  of  the 
question,  they  desire  that  some  steps 
should  be  taken  with  the  view  of  meeting 
the  wishes  of  the  Temperance  Party  by 
diminishing  the  opportunities  for  obtain- 
ing   drink.       We     have     denied    that 


Member  for  Barrow  (Mr.  Caine.) 
It  must  be  evident  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  we  stand  in  a  totally 
difEerent  position  'to-day  from  what 
we  were  in  before.  A  most  re- 
markable statement  has  been  made. 
The  first  intimation  given  of  this  new 
policy  was  made  at  a  meeting  of  Dis- 
sentient Liberals,  presided  over  by  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Member  for  Rossen- 
dale  (The  Marquess  of  Hartington). 
The  noble  Marquess  stated  that  he 
-"  understood  from  the  Crovemment  that 
4hey  were  willing  next  year  to  appoint  a 
Select  Committee  to  consider  the  whole 
of  the  compensation  question."  I  hope 
that  the  noble  Marquess  will  get  up  and 
state  to  the  Committee  how  he  got  this 
information  from  the  Government.  Why 
have  not  the  Government  been  straight- 
forward and  come  to  the  House  with 
(this  information?  The  position  is  a 
most  astouading  one  for  the  Government 
to  be  placed  in.  Here  is  a  matter  that 
is  exciting  more  interest  in  the  political 
world  than  has  any  matter  in  the  past 
three  years  at  least,  and  all  we  are  told 
is  that  the  Government  themselves  want 
more  information.  Why  do  they  grant 
«  Committee?  No  one  has  asked  for 
one.  We  have  oar  opinion  :  we  do  not 
want  a  Committee.  Apparently  this 
Bill  is  to  proceed,  although  the  Govern- 
ment say  that  more  information  is  desired 
by  somebody.  There  never  was  such 
a  case  of  pronouncing  sentence  first  and 
having  the  trial  afterwards.  It  appears 
4o  me  to  be  positively  indecent.  In  my 
Parliamentary  experience  I  have  never 
bown  such  an  outrage,  and  I  hope  that 
the  Committee  will  show  its  regard  for 
honour  and  good  sense  by  carrying  the 
Motion. 

(6.6.)  The  Marquess  of  HAR- 
TINGTON (Lancashire,  N.E.,  Rossen- 
dale) :  I  rise  to  say  at  once  that  I  do 
not  admit  the  accuracy  of  the  report  of 
ihe  observations  I  made  at  the  meeting 
the  other  day. 

Sis  W.  LAWSON  :  I  took  the  words 
verbatim  from  the  Times. 

The  Marquess  or  HARTINGTON: 
My  hon.  Friend  will  see  that  no  report 
hasappearedin  any  paper  which  purported 
■to  be  a  vericUim  report.  I  do  not  think 
it  likely  that  I  made  use  of  the  words 
that  I  was  informed  by  the  Government 
that  it  was  intended  to  appoint  a  Select 
Committee.      When  my    hon.    Friend  I 
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compensation,  as  it  is  understood,  is 
witUn  the  four  corners  of  this  Bill,  or 
that  anTthing  in  this  Bill  will  fettar  the 
action  of  Parliament,  or  of  a  Committee, 
when  the  whole  question  comes  to  be 
considered. 

(6.10.)    Sib  W.    HABCOURT:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman   has  only  repeated 
what  he  has  said  over  and   over  t^in  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  on  this  Bill, 
but  that  is  not  the  question.  We  want  to 
know  how  we  stand  with  reference  to  this 
Committee.     The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
suiyand  the  noble  Marquess  hare  assumed 
an  air  of  complete  innocence  with  regard 
to  the  Committee,  bat  that  is  not  the 
way  it  was   presented  to  mankind  two 
days  ago.     The  fact  is  that  the  Qovern- 
ment   were  in  a  great  diflSculty.     They 
wanted  a  majority.     The  Lifwral  Union- 
ists were  in  a  difficulty  as  to  how  they 
were  going  to  vote,  and  the  noble  Mar- 
quesss  went  down  to  the  meeting  to 
induce  a  number  of  Members  of  Par- 
liament and  the  country  to  be  satisfied 
with  this  Bill  by  assuring  them  that  the 
Government  were  going  to  appoint  a 
Committee.     All  the  Government  news- 
papers  said  : — "  Let  us   pass  this  Bill, 
because  we  are   going  to  have  a  Com- 
mittee on  compensation,  which  will  settle 
the  whole   thing."     It  was  felt  that  as 
the  noble  Lord  the    Member  for  Bos- 
sendale  had  pledged    the  Government 
to  a  Committee,  all  the  Liberal  Unionists 
might  safely  vote  with   the  Government 
on   the  Bill.     The    First  Lord   of   the 
Treasury  now  gets  up,  and,  with  an  air  of 
supreme  innocence,  says  that  it  is  possible 
that  seven  months  hence  somebody  may 
propose  a  Committee,  and  that  is  a  sub- 
stitute  for  the  assurance   of  the  noble 
Marquess.      You  cannot    separate    the 
noble  Marqness   and  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  for  they  are  carrying  on  together 
this     business     of     purchasing    public 
houses.     The  signature  of  the  one  is  the 
signature  of  the  other,  and  when  the 
name  of  one  is  seen  at  the  back  of  a  Bill 
you  know  perfectly  well  that  the  other 
will  be  obliged  to  take  it  up.    This  Com- 
mittee on  compensation  has  been  used 
as  an  argument  for  supporting  the  Bill. 
Either  the  Government,  by  themselves  or 
their  agents,  are  going  to  propose  this 
Committee   on    compensation,    or    they 
are  not.      If  they  are  going   to  do  so 
it  is  0  valid  argument  to  report  Progress ; 
if  they  are  not,  then  all  the  pretences 
Mr.  Ritchie 


that  have  been  held  forth  to  Members  of 
the   House  on  the   matter  are  a  meie 
delusion.     We  wish  to   know  whether 
this  Committee  is  a  real  thing  or  a  sham. 
•(6.U.)   Mr.  W;H.  SMITH:  The  right 
hon.  Cbutlemanseemstoknow  more  about 
this  Committee  than  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Bossendale,  or  than  I  do 
myself.     He  says  that  it  is  a  device  by 
which  votes  are  to  be  got  for  this  BUI.   I 
entirely  deny  anything  of  the  kind,  and 
surely  the  word  of  the  noble  Lord  i» 
su€Bcient    when  he  says  that  he    was. 
not  speaking  for  the  Government.    Thd 
noble  Lord  was  aware  of  the  &ct — and 
stated  how  he  became  awture  of  the  &ci 
— that  many  hon.  Gentlemen  in  thia 
House,   especially    the   noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Paddington,   were  desirona 
that  a  Committee  should  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  whole  question  of  licensing. 
Now,  that  matter  is  one  which  is  entirely 
independent  of  the  Bill  which  is  now 
before  the  House.     No  recommendation 
has  been,  or  will  be,  made  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men to  vote  for  this  Bill  in  consequence 
of  that  Committee.     We  are  not  respon- 
sible, nor  at  any  time  have  we  indicated 
an  intention  to  make  a  propoeal  for  such 
a  Committee.    All  that  wu  have  said  i» 
that,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we 
believe    that   the    examination    of  the 
question  would  be  advantageous ;  we  do 
not  bind  ourselves  to  a  Committee,  or  to 
any  reference  to  a  Committee.     We  do 
not  ask  the  House  to  vote  for  this  Bill 
with  reference  to  any  recommendation 
in  any  way  for  a  possible  Committee,  but 
we  ask    the  House  to  dispose  of  the 
business  of  this  Session  before  it  entera 
into  the  consideration  of  what  the  busi- 
ness of  next  Session  will  be. 

(6.17.)  Me.  ROWNTREE  (Scar- 
borough) :  The  matter  gets  more  per- 
plexing the  further  we  proceed.  "Dje- 
Committee  have  a  right  to  ask  whether 
the  announcement  made  at  the  meeting 
the  other  night  was  not  made  with  some 
view  of  influencing  votes. 
•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  said  distinctly 
not.  [Hon.  Mehbebs  :  How  do  yoa 
know.] 

Mb.  ROWNTREE :  I  think  the  inter- 
position  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
very  interesting;  bat  what  I  ask  is 
whether,  at  a  meeting  which  took  place 
on  Friday,  this  statement  was  not  made 
with  a  view  of  inflaenciug  votes  one  way 
or  the  other,  in  view  of  the  Division  whitn 
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vas  to  take  place  the  same  night. 
Secondly,  I  have  to  ask  whether  the 
report  which  was  published,  and  which 
hfts  been  quoted,  was  not  an  official 
report  issued  by  the  Whips  of  the  Party. 
Bat,  quite  apart  from  these  questions, 
1  wish  to  express  the  belief  that  it 
will  be  generally  thonght  that  temper- 
ance reformers  in  the  country  will  be 
put  in  a  very  unfair  position  by  the 
proceedings  which  have  taken  place  if 
these  clanses  which  they  strongly  object 
to  are  now  going  to  be  forced  into  law. 
It  has  been  very  properly  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
tiie  Local  Government  Board  that  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  are  no 
settlement  of  the  temperance  question. 
Yes,  but  thero  is  something  far  more 
important  than  that.  These  proposals 
are,  and  have  been,  stated  definitely  by 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  to  be  a  settle- 
ment of  the  principle  of  compensation. 
\Cries  of  "No,  no."]  Principal  sup- 
porters of  Her  Majesty's  Ministry  have 
asserted  that  over  and  over  again.  The 
TimiM  has  asserted  it,  and  Ministers 
have  asserted  it.  What  did  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  say  at  Bristol  1 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said — 


"  Brewers  and  publicans  may  surely  not  feel 
diasitisSed  with  the  important  recognition  of 
the  principle  of  oomponsation  for  licences 
taken  awav  without  any  default  of  the 
bolder." 

And  that  was  said  just  on  the  eve  of  a 
bye  election,  just  as  the  statement  was 
made  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Bossendale  on  the  eve  of  an  important 
Division.  Furthermore,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land has  spoken  of  this  Bill  as  involving 
the  question  of  compensation,  and  then 
in  the  speeches  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  made  in 
the  House  he  has  twice  quoted  in  sup- 
port of  the  Bill  Gentlemen  who  specially 
stated  that  they  supported  the  measure 
because  it  involves  the  question  of  com- 
pensation. I  maintain  that  tiie  temper- 
ance reformers  will  be  put  in  a  most  un- 
&ir  position  if  the  Government  now 
attempt  to  assume  that  the  Bill  does  not 
mvolve  the  question  of  compensation; 
indeed,  such  an  announcement  will  only 
increase  the  heat  and  feeling  of  indigna- 
tion with  which  the  BiU  is  regarded  in 
the  country. 


*(6.21.)  The  CHANCELLOR  op  the 
EXCHBQUERCMr.GoscHEN.St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man shifted  his  language  as  he  went 
along.  In  the  first  place,  he  said  the 
Government  stated  that  the  Bill  settled 
the  question  of  compensation,  and  after- 
wards he  said  they  held  that  the  question 
of  compensation  was  involved  in  the 
proposals.  I  will  tell  the  Committee 
precisely  how  I  regard  the  matter.  We 
have  not  considered  our  proposal  as 
settling  the  question  of  compen8.<ition, 
but  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  iand  a 
large  party  out  of  dours,  hare  read  into 
this  Bill  that  which  is  not  there,  and 
they  have  argued  the  whole  time  upon  a 
priuciple  which  we  have  not  admitted  to 
ba  in  our  Bill  at  all.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  show,  in  replying  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
the  other  day,  that  they  themselves  are 
committed  to  the  principle  of  vested 
rights  and  a  legislative  title.  But  I 
quoted  the  opinions  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  with  regard  to  com- 
pensation. We  replied  to  their  various  ar- 
guments,battheparticularproposal  which 
we  make  is  entirely  apart  from  the 
principle  of  compensation.  We  are 
simply  dealing  with  the  extinction  of 
licences  as  carried  out  in  the  same 
manner  as  that'  in  which  Municipal 
Corporations  deal  with  the  extinction 
of  licences  where  they  have  purchased 
licensed  houses  for  street  improvements 
or  other  purposes.  I  am  sorry  to  have 
got  involved  in  any  arguments  of  this 
nature,  but  this  is  the  main  point  of  mis- 
representation. It  is  said  that  we 
recognise  a  vested  interest  for  the  first 
time  by  this  Bill.  But  if  it  exists,  we  see 
that  it  has  received  recognition  from 
Municipal  Corporations,  who,  in  the 
making  of  street  improvements,  have 
not  waited  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  when  the  licence  expired, 
and  then  told  the  Magistrates  they 
were  not  going  to  require  a  licence 
in  future,  but  have  spent  public  money 
in  acquiring  the  licence.  They  have 
spent  the  rates  in  buying  these  rights, 
because  they  knew  that  the  community 
and  the  law  would  not  have  allowed  them 
to  do  otherwise.  Hon.  Members  must 
have  forgot  that  this  power  granted  to 
Municipal  Corporations  to  buy  up 
public  houses  must  have  received 
legislative  sanction,  because  the  provi- 
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sions  under  which  they  bought  must 
have  been  inclnded  in  the  improvement 
Bohemes.  We,  therefore,  say  that  this 
Bill  does  not  settle  the  question  of  com- 
pensation ;  it  acta  upon  the  principle  of 
the  purchase  of  public  houses,  but  lies 
outside  the  general  question  of  licensing. 
There  is  a  vast  multitude  of  questions 
connected  with  licensing  which  lie  out- 
side this  Bill,  and  we  thought  that  in 
the  varioiis  parts  of  the  House  there  was 
a  desire  that  so  difficult  a  question 
should  be  submitted  to  inquiry.  We  do 
not  want  any  further  information  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Bill,  and,  therefore,  there 
is  no  necessity  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Bill  to  another  Session.  But 
if  it  is  the  desire  generally  of  the  House 
we  feel  that  much  light  might  be  thrown 
on  the  various  phases  of  a  subject  which 
is  80  extremely  complicated.  I  repeat, 
Jiowever,  that  this  Bill  may  and  ought  to 
proceed,  and,  if  I  may  say  so  without 
•offence  to  any  hon.  Members,  will  pro- 
ceed quite  apart  from  any  question  of  this 
Committee. 

(6.28.)  Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE 
(Edinburgh,  Mid  Lothian):  Bight  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  have  been  dis- 
posed to  deny  that  this  Bill  embodies 
the  principle  of  compensation,  and  to 
'Complain  of  us  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  have  contended  that  it  does. 
Now,  I  have  contended  and  argue  still 
that  in  saying  that  it  adopts  the  prin- 
■ciple  of  compensation  we  are  adopting 
the  mildest  term  by  which  it  is  possible 
to  describe  this  payment  of  public  money. 
Possibly  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  who  dis- 
claims compensation,  agrees  with  me 
that  "the  Public  House  Endowment 
Bill"  is  the  true  name  that  ought  to  be 
att<ached  to  the  Bill,  constitutas  its  true 
title,  and  alone  describss  its  effects. 
When  we  are  compelled  to  use  the  word 
compensation  for  Parliamentary  and 
public  purposes  we  mean  payment  out  of 
taxation  to  be  given  to  the  owners  of 
houses  which  have  received  annual 
licences  as  a  condition  of  the  non-renewal 
of  those  licences.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  to-night  argued  that, 
setting  aside  the  case  of  criminal  miscon- 
duct, it  would  be  monstrous  to  take  away 
any  Uoence  without  a  guarantee  for  pay- 
ment in  return  for  it.  That  is  what  we 
mean  by  compensation.  This  is  a  Bill 
for  compensation  in  that  sense.  We  are 
Mr.  Goschen 


not  alone  in  this  opinion,  for  a  colleague 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  iridi 
us.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  has  stated,  in 
addressing  his  constituents,  "  The  brewer 
and  the  publican  may  surely  not  feel 
dissatisfied."  By-the-by,  on  another 
point  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  entirely 
differs  as  to  the  object  of  this  Bill  from 
the  other  occupants  of  the  Gt)vemment 
Bench.  They  said  that  the  object  of  this 
BiU  was  not  at  all  to  satisfy  the  brewer 
and  the  publican,  but  that  the  object  was 
to  satisfy  the  Temperance  Party.  Of 
course  we  are  bonnd  to  believe  it.  But 
then  it  is  a  very  awkward  circumstsooe 
for  us,  credulous  and  unsophisticated  at 
we  are,  that  a  Cabinet  Minister  goes  to  his 
constituents  and  blows  this  out  of  the 
water,  and  says — 

"  The  brewer  and  the  publican  may  surely 
not  feel  diasatisfied  at  the  important  recogni- 
tion of  the  principle  of  compensation  for  licencea 
taken  away  without  any  default  on  the  part  of 
the  holder." 

After  that  the  colleagues  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  fortunately  for  them  in 
his  momentary  absence,  get  up  and  deny 
there  is  any  compensation  in  this  BilL 
I  will  not  enter  into  that  question,  as  I 
wish  to  keep  as  strictly  as  I  can  to  the 
Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend.  He  moves 
that  we  should  report  Progress,  because 
we  are  not  in  condition  to  proceed  with 
the  discussion  of  enactments  bearing  on 
the  question  of  withdrawal  of  licences, 
not  for  compensation,  but  only  for  pay- 
ment of  public  money.  That  is  his  con- 
tention, and  that  is  the  contention  I  wish 
to  support.  The  principal  ground  on 
which  my  hon.  Friend  bases  his  conten- 
tion is  that  we  have  been  told  that  a 
Committee  is  going  to  be  appointed.  I 
mnst  frankly  own  the  view  which  I,  for 
one,  cannot  help  taking,  and  which  I 
believe  is  taken  by  not  fkr  short  of  300 
Members  of  this  House,  that  the  pro- 
posal of  a  Committee  we  look  upon  as  an 
expedient  simply  and  solely  for  relieving 
the  Ck>vernment  from  a  difficulty.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  sees  no  connection  what- 
ever between  the  Committee  and  reliev- 
ing the  Government  from  a  difficulty. 
Well,  Sir,  I  place  the  most  implicit  belief 
on  everything  said  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  even  when  that  belief  com- 
pels me  to  raise  questions  which  I  wonld 
rather  not  raise  as  to  the  acuteness  of 
the  intelligence  and  perception  of  the 
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right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  wonder  whether 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Bossen- 
dale  shares  what  I  will  venture  to  call 
the  blindness  of.  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  and  sees  no  connection  between 
the  suggestion  of  a  Committee  so  bene- 
volently made  and  the  relief  _  of  the 
Government  from  a  difficulty.  However, 
that  is  not  the  main  question,  what 
the  Government  see  or  do  not  see,  orwhat 
we  see  or  do  not  see.  We  are  at  present 
strongly  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  this 
idea  I  have  mentioned,  and  if  we  are 
wrong,  then  I  hope  you  will  remove  it 
from  our  minds,  that  we  may  forget  it. 
We  are  strongly  persuaded  of  the  truth 
of  the  view  I  have  expressed,  but,  apart 
from  that,  the  ground  of  the  Motion  now 
made  is  clear  and  strong.  A  question  is 
raised  about  a  Committee.  At  one  time 
it  appears  to  be  a  solid  form  before  us, 
a  real  substantial  thing  ;  at  other  times 
it  assumes  a  cloudy  shape,  and  is  in  dan- 
ger of  vanishing  into  the  thinnest  air. 
But  whatever  it  bo,  we  have  a  right  to 
know.  Is  there  to  be  a  committee  or  is 
there  not  t  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  said  three  things.  He  has  disclaimed 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  have 
a  Committee,  but  he  sailed  very  near 
the  wind.  He  said  that  in  important 
quarters  of  the  House  there  was  a  great 
desire  for  a  Committee.  As  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  the  sentiments  of  hon. 
Members  in  some  degree  from  repre- 
sentations made  to  me,  I  can  only  say 
that  those  with  whom  I  have  the  honour 
to  act,  and  those  who  follow  the  lead  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  do  not  enter- 
tain the  desire  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman ;  but  tha^  I  suppose,  is 
because  they  are  not  at  all  important 
quarters  of  the  House.  It  is  from  my 
noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Bossendale, 
backed  by  the  apparently  single  voice  of 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Padding- 
ton.  My  noble  Friend  is  most  anxious 
for  a  Committee,  and  the  Government 
say  that  they  pay  deference  to  those  impor- 
tant quarters  of  the  House,  and  that  if 
it  is  pressed  for,  they  will  support  or  will 
not  oppose  a  Committee. 
.•Mb.  RITCHIE :  If  it  is  the  general 
desire  of  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  do  not 
know  what  means  of  ascertaining  the 
desire  of  the  House  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  in  contemplation.  The  First 
<U>id  of  the  Treasury  added  two  other 


things.  Ho  said  they  would  give  facili- 
ties for  discussing  it — that  is  a  pretty 
clear  indication  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Government — and  he  said,  "  We  think 
the  inquiry  would  be  advantageous." 
That  is  going  uncommonly  near  the 
point,  and  leaves  very  little  standing 
g^und  indeed  for  those  who .  say  the 
Government  do  not  ask  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  Committee.  No  one,  I 
think,  can  say  that  this  Bill  will  not  com- 
pletely alter  the  position  of  the  Commit- 
tee if  it  is  to  be  appointed.  Is  there  any 
man  who  will  rise  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  and  say  that  the  Committee 
sitting  after  this  Bill  has  passed  would 
be  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  if  it 
sat  before  this  Bill  passed  1  If  there  is 
to  be  a  Committee,  that  Committee  ought 
to  come  to  the  question  with  a  free  hand. 
Appoint  your  Committee  at  once  if  you 
like.  Wliy  not ;  if  the  question  is  of  this 
vital  consequence,  it  is  much  better 
that  we  should  appoint  a  Committee 
than  waste  the  time  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  most  unnecessary, 
most  unhappy,  most  gratuitous  conten- 
tion sprung  upon  us,  srfter  we  had  passed 
the  middle  of  the  Session,  without  notice 
in  the  Queen's  Speech,  and  totally  con- 
trary to  our  expectations.  It  is  one 
thing  for  a  Committee  to  approach  this 
question  now,  when  no  one  can  quote 
precedent  or  authority  for  saying  that 
Parliament  has  given  countenance  to  the 
doctrine  denying  the  principle  that 
licences  can  be  taken  away  without  com- 
pensation. You  are  now  calling  upon 
us  to  reverse  that  principle,  and  provide 
that  no  licences  shall  &il  to  be  renewed 
apart  from  the  default  of  the  holder, 
except  by  payment  out  of  the  public 
money  provided  under  the  authority  of 
Parliament.  The  two  questions  are 
vitally,  absolutely,  and  entirely  different. 
If  you  pass  this  Bill  and  then  bring  the 
Committee  to  consider  it,  they  approach 
it  with  tied  hands.  In  point  of  fact  the 
principle  will  have  been  laid  down 
which,  in  our  opinion,  decides  the  whole 
matter.  But  at  any  rate,  whether  that 
be  right  or  wrong,  can  you  deny  that  the 
position  and  the  conditions  under  which 
the  Committee  will  approach  the  question, 
must,  even  according  to  your  point  of 
view,  be  very  materially  affected  by  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  ?  If  there  is  going 
to  be  an  inquiry,  we  have  a  right  to  ask 
that  the  conditions  of  that  inquiry  shall 
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lie  mamtained  identically  as  they  now 
are,  and  that  the  freedom  of  the  Com- 
mittee shall  be  preserved  to  it,  and  pre- 
serred  intact.  On  that  ground  we  say 
it  is  contrary  to  sense,  to  prudence,  to 
public  interest,  and  to  every  principle 
involved  in  the  case'  that  we  should  pro- 
ceed with  those  portions  of  the  Bill 
which  relate  to  licences  while  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Committee  is  hanging  over 
our  heads  undecided. 

(6.40.)  Sir  W.  LAWSON  :  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  some  explanation 
from  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Eossendale,  who  made  this  statement, 
as  to  why  it  waa  made  and  with 
what  object.  The  proceedings  of  the 
Committee,  we  are  told,  can  have  no 
effect  upon  anything ;  but  I  must  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  that  our  hands  will 
be  tied  if  this  clause  is-  passed.  We 
shall  become,  in  fact,  a  "  tied  "  House.  It 
is,  I  think,  rather  humiliating  to  confess 
surprise  at  anything  in  this  House ;  but  I 
was  a  little  surprised  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  getting  up  and  trying 
to  persuade  us  there  is  no  compensation 
in  the  Bill.  Now  I  will  read  a  short 
sentence  from  a  speech  of  his  own,  and 
the  Committee  will  then  understand 
whether  this  Bill  embodies  the  principle 
of  compensation  or  not.  In  his  Budget 
speech,  when  the  policy  was  first  intro- 
duced to  the  House  upon  which  this 
Bill  is  founded,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
used  these  words — • 

"If  the  brewers  contend  that  it  is  out  of 
their  pockets  and  not  out  of  the  pockets  of 
consumeis  this  extra  6d.  is  paid,  I  respect- 
fully point  out  to  them  that  in  our  proposals 
we  include  the  suggestion  of  a  sum  equal,  indeed, 
to  their  contribution  for  diminishing  the  num- 
ber of  eristing  licences,  a  process  in  which  I 
think  they,  as  brewers,  will  find  much  compen- 
sation and  consolation." 

I  do  not  know  why  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  shakes  his  head.  I  read  that 
in  a  pamphlet  which  purported  to  be  a 
a  report  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech  on  the  Budget,  and  the  pamphlet 
was  sent  me,  I  presume,  by  his  direction; 
he  said  he  was  going  to  provide  a  pro- 
cess by  which  he  would  give  brewers 
much  compensation  and  consolation.  It 
is,  then,  I  submit  too  late  to  tell  the 
Committee  there  is  no  compensation  in 
the  Bill.  No,  Sir ;  the  Committee  knows 
how  these  things  are  managed,  all 
this  talk  about  purchasing  houses  for 
Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone 


the  public  improvement.  When  a  Tory 
is  addressing  a  respectable  meeting  in 
which  the  Temperance  Party  is  rqire- 
sented,  he  says  this  is  merely  giving  to 
Ix)cal  Authorities  tho  power  to  improve 
their  locality  by  purchasing  unnecessaiy 
licences ;  but  when  he  attends  a  really 
good  Tory  meeting  of  publicans  and 
Primrose  dames  then  he  says  it  is 
"  compansation."  Bat  the  man  who 
tries  to  ride  two  horses  frequently 
comes  to  grief,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  trying  to  ride  the  tem- 
perance horse  and  the  publican  horse, 
will  find  he  cannot  make  smooth  pro- 
gress and  retain  his  seat  for  long. 

•(6.45.)  Me.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen, 
E.) :  As  a  Scoteh  Member,  I  enter  my 
protest  against  the  statement  made  to 
us.  It  is  idle  to  say  we  are  prepared  to 
discuss  this  question  now  in  the  same 
condition  in  which  we  were  before  the 
important  announcement  waa  made  to 
us  in  reference  to  the  appointment  of 
this  Committee.  We  in  Scotland  have 
given  evidence  as  to  our  feeling  in 
respect  to  the  compensation  clanaes  of 
this  Bill,  we  stand  in  a  different  position 
to  others.  The  clauses  referring  to  Soot- 
land  have  still  to  come  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  we  ought  to  be  informed 
before  we  enter  upon  them  what  onr 
position  is.  I  desire  also  to  enter  my 
protest  against  the  statement  -  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  regard 
to  the  action  of  Licensing  Authorities  in 
Scotland,  on  the  question  of  compensa- 
tion.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  Corporations  gave  compensatioD 
when  they  took  public  houses  for  public 
improvements,  but  he  knows  perfectly 
well  that  Licensing  Authorities  have  no 
power  whatever  in  regard  to  cily  isor 
provements.  Houses  are  taken  under 
the  Lands  Claases  Act,  and  there  is  no 
reference  to  the  Magistrates,  who  have 
no  right  to  interfere,  and  the  Licensing 
Authorities  consequently  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  compensation  in 
in  such  cases  when  public  houses  are 
taken.  The  right  hon.  Clentleman 
can  not  deny  that  the  number 
of  "on"  licenses  in  Scotland  have 
been  largely  reduced  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Magistrates  without 
any  compensation  whatever,  and  times 
without  number  the  Magistrates  have 
declared  that  they  cannot  recognise  any 
private    transactions    with     r^ard    to 
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lioencos,  and  have  claimed  the  right  to 
refnae  ttis  renewal  of  any  licence  accord- 
ing to  their  discretion  and  their  view  of 
the  altered  ciroamBtances  in  connection 
with  the  application.  Licences  may  thns 
be  refused  in  sofficient  nnmbers  withont 
any  compensation  whatever,  and,  there- 
fore, we  have  a  right,  if  there  is  to  be  a 
Committee  appointed,  to  snbmit  the 
evidence  from  Scotland,  and  this,  I  am 
convinced,  will  clearly  demonstrate  there 
is  no  causa  for  compensation  and  for  these 
clanses,  so  objectionable  to  the  whole  of 
the  Liberal  Scotch  Members. 

(6.47.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Long- 
ford, N.):  The  right  hon.  Glentlemsn, 
before  any  question  was  pat  from  the 
Chair,  made  his  statement  as  to  a  Com- 
mittee and  the  postponement  of  Clauses 
2,  3,  and  4.  Let  me  remind  the  Com- 
mittee of  what  was  done  npon  the 
Budget  Bill.  When  we  came  to  con- 
sider it  the  Government  made  a  similar 
proposal,  and  we  assented  to  it.  When 
the  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill  came  on 
we  asked  that  the  taxation  clauses  of  the 
Budget  Bill  should  be  postponed,  but  the 
Government  refused,  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  necessary  and  essential.  Yet, 
now  thry  declare  their  willingness  to 
postpone  these  Clanses  2,  3,  and  4  in- 
definitely. This  is  an  additional  reason 
why  we  ■  should  know  exactly  what  the 
Government  mean,  and  where  they 
stand.  The  First  Lord  says  really  it 
does  not  matter  whether  this  Committee 
is  appointed  or  not,  and  the  noble  Lord, 
in  Us  innocent  way,  said  he  did  not 
speak  at  Devonshire  House  on  any  suffi- 
cient information,  he  simply  threw  out 
the  suggestion.  Now,  let  me  point  ont 
that  whenever  the  Gk>vemment  are  in  a 
difficulty  they  appoint  a  Committee. 
When  the  difficulty  arose  as  to 
the  financial  relations  between  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  they  said,  "We 
will  give  yoa  a  Committee."  Again,  when 
the  point  arose  as  to  the  bonding  of 
B{Mrite,  and  the  favour  shown  to  German 
^rits,  then  a  Committee  was  promised, 
^en,  for  the  tJiird  time,  when  the 
liberal  Unionists  are  in  a  difficuHy  the 
noble  Lord  is  instructed  to  go  down  to 
Devonshire  House  and  make  a  state- 
ment on  behalf  of  the  other  "tied" 
house,  the  Carlton  Club.  It  is  well 
iinderstoed  that  Devonshire  House  is 
a  "tied"  house  in  this  matter.  . 


The  chairman  :  I  do  not  see  the 
relevancy  of  these  observations  to  the 
Motion  before  the  Committee. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Doubtless,  Sir,  I 
was  misled  by  speakers  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  and  I  thought  I  was  only 
bettering  their  instruction.  When  the 
hon.  Baronet  was  allowed  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  I  did  humbly  predi- 
cate in  my  mind  that  a  little  more 
probing  would  not  be  more  disorderly 
than  the  catechism  which  was  allowed. 
The  noble  Lord  says  he  had  no  authority 
for  his  suggestion  beyond  bis  kiiowledge 
that  a  general  feeling  prevailed  in  fitvour 
of  the  appointment  of  such  a  Committee, 
Now,  I  take  leave  to  say  it  is  absolutely 
essential,  from  the  point  of  view  of  Irish 
Members,  to  know  exactly  where  the 
Government  stand.  The  hrist  thing  we 
noticed  when  the  question  of  postpone- 
ment arose  was  that  the  Irish  Secretary 
departed  from  the  House  when  I  was 
about  to  ask  him,  if  I  could  have  found 
the  opportunity,  what  was  the  object  of 
the  postponement  of  the  Irish  clauses.  We 
have  not  yet  spoken  in  Committee  upon 
this  Bill  at  all. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  That  is  not  rele- 
vant to  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee now.  There  is  a  Motion,  to  report 
Progress,  on  the  ground  that  steps  are' 
going  to  be  taken  hereafter  which  will 
greatly  affect  further  discussion. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Yes,  Sir;  and  I 
am  endeavouring  humbly  to  add  a  fur- 
ther argument  to  reinforce  the  strength 
of  the  position  in  feivour  of  reporting- 
Progress.  My  anxiety  is  to  know  npon 
what  ground  the  Government  wish  to 
postpone  the  Irish  clauses.  Here  I  am 
glad  to  see  the  apparition  of  the  Chief 
Secretary.  My  anxiety  is  germane  to 
the  question  before  us.  The  Govern- 
ment have  expressed  their  willingness  to 
postpone  Clauses  2,  3,  and  4.  Irish  Mem*- 
bers  have  not  taken  part  in  thediscussions 
on  this  Bill,  and  I  now  intervene ,  for 
the  first  time  on  the  part  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers, to  ask  why  it  is  the  Government 
desire  to,  or  are  willing  to,  postpone  the 
Irish  clauses.  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  made  a  distinct  offer 
to  posi^ne  Glauses  2,  3,  and  4,  which 
offer,  after  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Gflntleman  the  Member  for  Derby,  the 
First  Lord  withdrew.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  spoke 
for  one  important  section  of  Members  oo 
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this  side ;  but  we  want  to  know  what  is 
the  possible  connection  between  Imh 
Gastoms  and  Excise  and  the  business 
of  police  superannuation?  We  have 
-police  superannuation,  and  we  are 
puzzled,  and  suspicious  that  the  Govem- 
ment  have  something  in  their  minds  as 
to  the  distribution  of  the  Irish  Excise 
Duty.  It  may  be  there  is  a  valid  solid 
reason  for  postponing  the  Irish  clauses, 
but  let  us  know  that  reason.  We  have 
what  the  Chief  Secretary  calls  "  reason- 
able suspicion,"  but  we  have  no  proof, 
no  knowledge  of  the  Government  posi- 
tion ;  and  so  I  think  we  are  justified  in 
supporting  the  Motion  to  report  Progress. 
(6.59.)  Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (North- 
ampton) :  We  ought  to  have  some 
more  clear  understanding  with  respect 
to  the  appointment  of  this  Committee. 
I  do  not  see  the  slightest  use  of  discus- 
sing with  the  Government  whether 
'Compensation  is  in  the  Bill  or  not,  we 
might  as  well  discuss  with  reasonable 
human  beings  whether  the  sun  shines  in 
the  heavens  or  not.  With  regard  to  this 
Committee,  which  is  the  basis  of  this 
demand  to  report  progress,  we  have  no 
tslear  understanding.  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  gets  up  and  waives  the 
matter  away,  saying  there  was  some 
vague  idea  that  somebody  wanted  a 
Committee,  that  he  really  did  not  know 
quite  who,  and  that  he  had  had  no  sort 
•of  communication  with  the  noble  Lord. 
But  what  did  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Hartington)  say  ?  He  said  it  was  quite 
possible  he  bad  discussed  the  matter 
with  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and 
we  are  asked  to  believe  in  a  vague  way 
that  the  proposal  emanates  from  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Paddington 
{Lord  Randolph  Churchill).  It  is  unfor- 
tunate that  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Paddington,  because  he  happens  to  be 
absent  from  this  House,  should  have  all 
the  responsibility  thrown  upon  him.  I 
take  leave  to  believe  that  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Paddington  is 
not  responsible  for  this.  It  is  absurd  to 
suppose  that  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Rossendale  when  he  called 
together  his  Party  at  their  official 
meeting  place,  to  consult  with  them  as 
to  a  matter  on  which  the  immediate 
supporters  of  the  Government  were 
deserting  them,  and  to  bring  the  pressure 
of  the  Liberal  Unionists  to  bear  upon  the 
unfortunate  Tories  who  were  for  a 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 


moment  getting  up  their  courage  and 
trying  to  rebel — it  is  a  little  too  strong 
for  us  to  be  told  that  the  noble  Lord,  a 
cautious  man,  as  we  are  always  told, 
should  actually  make  this  proposal 
because  he  had  heard  a  vagoe  remark 
that  possibly  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Paddington  wanted  a  Committee. 
I  see  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Rossendale  -is  not  here.  I  see  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  is  not  here.  Where 
are  they  now?  What  monstrosity  are 
they  confederating  together!  What 
proposal  is  being  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasoiy  t 
Is  it  something  else  that  the  noble  Ixud 
the  Member  for  Paddington  wants,  and 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  is  to  be 
induced  to  agree  tot  We  are  told  by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  the 
Govornmeut  would  consent  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  give  a  date  for  it  if  the  House 
desired  it.  Now,  "the  House"  is  a  very 
vague  term.  What  does  it  meant  b 
it  to  be  a  universal  assent  %  Is  it  to  be 
the  assent  of  300  Members  on  this  side, 
or  of  the  Liberal  Unionists  and  Conserva- 
tives themselves  ?  My  impression  is  that 
the  Conservatives  may  assent  to  it,  bat 
they  will  not  desire  it.  They  would 
have  been  delighted  if  this  question  had 
not  been  raised.  They  have  to  thank  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  it,  and, 
from  all  we  understand,  they  are  not 
thanking  him  very  ardently  for 
what  he  has  done.  Is  it  the  Libeial 
Unionists  who  are  desirous  of  having  the 
Committee  appointed  ?  Are  we  to 
understand  that  the  proposal  is  to  be 
forced  upon  the  House,  with,  very 
possibly,  the  Closure  enforced,  after 
which  we  will  have  to  vote  yea  or  nay  t 
The  reason  why  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Barrow  moved  this  was 
that  he,  like  many  of  us,  is  anxious  to 
save  the  time  of  the  House.  ["  Oh ! "] 
Yes ;  what  the  Gk)vernment  have  been 
doing  is  this :  they  have  been  digging  a 
pit  for  themselves  ;  they  are  at  the  bottom 
of  that  pit,  and  we  have  been  throwing  a 
rope  to  them,  and  trying  to  get  them  out 
of  it.  They  turn  and  sneer  up«»  ns, 
but  I  will  give  the  Government  a  piece 
of  advice.  Withdraw  this  Bill,  and 
appoint  a  Committee.  Do  not  force  any 
general  scheme  at  this  time  of  the 
Session.  Possibly,  when  you  move  the 
Committee,  I  may  oppose  it  altogether. 
I  do  not  pledge  myself  to  support  any- 
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thing  brought  ia  by  Her  Majesty's 
present  advisers.  Now  you  have  got  a 
Committee  proposed,  pat  aside  this  Bill, 
and  bring  it  forward  again  after  the 
Committee  has  sat,  next  Session.  What 
yon  are  doing  at  present  is  really  patting 
the  cart  before  the  horse.  Yon  want  to 
pass  a  Bill  first,  and  then  ask  a  Com- 
mittee to  diacoss  its  principles.  If  yon 
do  not  want  to  waste  the  time'  of  the 
country,  appoint  your  Committee,  let  it 
Report,  and  then  bring  in  your  Bill  next 
yeah 

(7.7.)  Mr.  hunter  (Aberdeen.N.) : 
Before  we  g^  to  a  Division,  I  wish  to 
make  one  observation.  I  hope  that, 
whether  or  not  it  is  the  intention  to 
withdraw  all  three  clauses,  we  shall  not 
adhere  to  Clause  2.  We  are  not  in  a 
position  to  discuss  Clause  2  in  the 
absence  of  the  clauses  relating  to  com- 
pensation. 

(7.8.)  Me.  JACOB  BRIGHT  (Man- 
chester, S.W.)  :  The  Committee  is  in  an 
extraordinary  position.  So  far  as  I  under- 
stand, the  great  majority  of  this  Com- 
mittee are  in  favour  of  inquiry  first  and 
legislaticm  afterwards.  I  say  the  great 
majority,  because  I  understand  the 
followers  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Bossendale  are  in  favour  of 
a  Committee.  But  the  Government  is 
in  a  distinct  minority  on  this  question, 
and  if  the  House  voted  according  to  the 
opinions  which  have  been  expressed,  it  is 
quite  clear  that  -We  should  relieve  the 
Government  of  a  great  difficulty. 

(7.10.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  avoid  a 
second  Motion  to  report  Progress,  he  will 
answer  the  question  which  I  put,  as  to 
why  the  Irish  Clause  of  this  Bill  is 
postponed. 

•(7.9.)  Mr.  RITCHIE :  There  may 
be  some  discTusion  in  connection  with 
the  Scotch  Clause,  and  also  in  con- 
nection with  the  English  Superannuation 
Clause,  and  it  was  felt  better,  in  the 
interests  of  business,  that  we  should 
complete  the  discussion  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  money  to  the  acquisition  of 
licences,  by  going  on  to  Clause  5,  which 
provides  the  machinery  for  England. 
In  that  way  we  would  complete  the  dis- 
cussion. There  is  no  other  reason  for 
postponing  the  Irish  Clatise. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Are  we  to  under- 
Btaad  that  if  the  Irish  ■  Members  desire 


to  postpone  Clause  3,  that  course  will  be. 
agreed  to  ? 

•Mb.  RITCHIE  :  I  say  at  once,  if  that 
were  gfenerally  wished  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers for  whom  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  speaks,  the  Government- 
would  be  prepared  to  accept  that  course. 

(7.11.)  Mb.  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich) :  As  there  is  hardly  a 
Member  of  the  House  who  will  not  feel 
his  position  altered  by  the  statement  that 
is  to  be  made  to-morrow  by  the  Leader 
of  the  House,  I  desire  to  support  the 
Motion  to  report  Progress.  We  want 
an  opportunity  to  resent  the  insinuation 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
we  are  less  desirous  to  diminish  the 
temptations  to  drunkenness  than  are 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  follow 
him.  If  the  Government  will  suspend 
this  Bill,  and  re-consider  their  position, 
and  then  put  before  us  proposals  really 
directed  to  the  diminution  of  the  tempta- 
tions to  drunkenness,  I  have  no  hesitation. 
in  saying  they  will  be  amply  supported 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  If  the  Govern- 
ment insist  on  defeating  this  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Barrow,  I  trust, 
at  any  rate,  they  will  consent  to  post- 
pone not  only  Clauses  2,  3,  and  4,  but  5, 
6,  and  7  ;  and  then  we  shall  come  to  the 
clause  which  provides  for  the  renewal  of 
licences.  That  clause,  to  my  mind,  is 
the  only  clause  in  the  Bill  which  tends- 
to  diminish  the  temptations  to  drunken- 
ness, and  that  clause  I  premise  the 
Government,  will  have,  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  thorough  and  fair  considera- 
tion. 

(7.14.)  Mb.  BOLITHO  (Cornwall, 
St.  Ives)  :  I  desire  to  say  one  word,  and 
one  word  only.  I  am  not  ashamed  to 
say  that,  hitherto,  I  have  not  given  a 
vote  as  regards  thia  measure  ;  nor  am  I 
ashamed  to  say,  also,  that  I  could  not 
find  it  in  my  conscience  to  support  the 
principles  of  this  Bill.  Without  at  all 
going  into  the  question  of  the  Amend- 
ment put  on  the  Paper  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Huddersfiekl,  I 
may  say  that  I  have  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  in  very 
similar  terma  Feeling,  as  I  do,  not  only 
that  a  very  large  number  of  Member* 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  but  also  on  the 
other,  desire  to  see  this  question  settled 
on  what  I  call  a  proper  fair  and  legiti- 
mate basis,  I  have  no  alternative  but  to 
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support  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Barrow. 

(7.16.)  Captain  VERNEY  (Bucks, 
N.)  :  Before  the  Committee  proceeds  to  a 
Division,  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention 
■of  the  Committee  to  the  fact  that  nobody, 
either  on  the  Front  Bench  or  any  of  the 
Benches  opposite,  has  answered  the 
challenge  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  that  the 
Committee  would  not  be  in  the  same 
position,  in  entering  upon  this  question, 
tf  the  Bill  is  passed.  That  is  the  dis- 
tinct challenge  that  has  been  thrown 
down,  and  nobody  has  had  the  pluck  or 
manliness  to  take  it  up,  becaose  nobody 
can  take  it  up.  Nobody  can  assert  that 
the  Committee  would  be  in  the  same 
position  if  the  Bill  is  passed.  I  hope 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  going  to  vote 
will  bear  in  mind  that  the  challenge  has 
been  fairly  thrown  down,  and  that  no 
one  htts  had  the  courage  to  take  it  np. 

(7.17.)  MR.H.S.WRIGHT(Nottingham, 
S.) :  I  rise  to  reply  to  the  challenge  of 
the  hon.  Member  (Captain  Yemey),  who 
has  just  said  that  no  one  on  this  side  of 
the  House  has  disputed  the  assertion  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian,  that  the  position  of  the 
compensation  question  will  be  changed 
by  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  I  venture  to 
deny  that  it  will  be  practically  altered, 
for  the  following  reason :  namely,  that  the 
BUI  does  not  create  any  new  vested 
interest,  but  simply  affirms  an  unalter- 
able principle  of  jtistice  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  That  principle  has  been  acted 
on  in  the  past,  and  was  very  forcibly 
laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  10  years  ago  ;  and  I  venture  to 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
adhere  to  that  principle  whenever  the 
question  of  compensation,  in  some  form 
or  other,  comes  before  the  House  and 
the  country  in  some  future  comprehen- 
sive licensing  measure,  or  in  case  it 
should  now  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg): 
I  think  we  ought  not  to  go  on  with  this 
measure  until  there  has  been  an  inquiry. 
There  is  certainly  something  sufficiently 
interesting  to  justify  inquiry  by  the 
Committee.  I,  for  one,  being  of  an 
inquiring  turn  of  mind,  am  very  anxious 
to  have  some  sort  of  inquiry  before  we 
go  on  with  the  Compensation  Clauses  of 
the  Bill.  ■  Therefore,  on  behalf  of  a  very 
Mr.  Bolitho 


large  number  of  Members  of  this  House 
who  wish  to  have  all  the  facts  put  before 
them,  I  suggest  that  there  should  first 
be  a  Committee  to  obtain  information 
upon  which  we  might  act  afterwards. 
It  would  seem  that  one  of  the  objects  of 
our  existence  is  to  maintain  in  office  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  they  are  now 
in  such  a  difficull^  through  what 
happened  the  other  night  that  I  suggest 
that  this  is  really  a  providential  occar- 
renoe,  inasmuch  as  it  affords  them  an 
opportunity  of  withdrawing  from  the 
mess  into  which  some  mischievous  power 
has  thrown  them.  If  the  Government 
would  only  accept  this  suggestion  and 
agree  to  the  appointment  of  a  C<hq- 
mittee  they  might  begin  to  ait  to- 
morrow if  they  liked,  and  after  their 
investigation  this  matter  might  be  taken 
up  again,  but  in  the  meantime  there  ate 
other  matters  of  great  importance  which 
ought  to  occupy  our  attention.  As  I 
understand  that  we  are  to  have  a  state- 
ment from  the  Government  to-marrow 
night  I  think  we  are  justified  in  making 
this  suggestion. 

•(7.19.)  Mr.  MUNTZ  (Warwickshire, 
Tarn  worth] :  It  appears  to  me  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  have  been  under 
an  entire  misapprehension,  and  hare 
evolved  from  their  own  inner  con- 
sciousness the  idea  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  appoint 
a  Committee.  If  we  are  to  accept  the 
statement  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury the  Government  had  no  intention 
of  appointing  such  a  Committee ;  at  any 
rate,  we  on  this  side  had  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  any  such  intention.  Having 
evolved  this  idea  from  their  own  minds 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  have  employed 
very  elaborate  arguments  as  to  the  sin- 
fulness that  would  be  exhibited  by  the 
Government  in  attempting  to  pass  this 
measure  previous  to  the  appointment  of 
a  Committee.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  proceed  with  the  passage  of  the  Bfll 
and  leave  for  the  future  consideration  of 
the  House  the  question  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee,  which  has  only 
been  taken  into  consideration  to  meet  the 
views  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 

♦(7.20.)  Mr.  CHANNING  (North- 
ampton, E.) :  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
opposite,  who  .Las  said  he  and  his 
friends  had  no  knowledge  of  the. 
intention  of  the  Gk)vemment  to 
appoint    a    Committee,    has   somewhat 
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misanderstood  the  remarks  that  -were 
first  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  The 
r^ht  hon.  Gh>ntleman  stated  that  there 
ms  no  compensation  in  the  Bill,  and 
that  among  other  subjects  referred  to  the 
Committee  would  be  that  of  compensa- 
tion ;  but  we  all  know  that  the  Bill  is  a 
Compensation  Bill,  and  that  the  course 
suggested  would  be  merely  patting  the 
cart  before  the  horse.  We  have  heard  the 
opinion  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  cited  by  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  and  I 
should  also  like  to  quote  the  words  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  who  said 
that  the  brewers  and  publicans  would 
not  be  dissatisfied  at  the  recognition  of 
the  important  principle  of  compensation 
for  licences  in  England  and  Wales.  Here 
we  have  two  of  the  most  prominent 
Members  of  the  Ministry  actually  con- 
tradicting the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on 
the  essential  question  with  which  we  are 
now  dealing. 

Mr.  WicxiAH  Hexbt  Stma  rose  in  his 
place,  and  claimed  to  more,  "  That  the 
Qnestion  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

(7.25.)  The  Committee  divided  :— 
Ayes  247;  Noes  199.— (Di v.  List, 
No.  136.) 

Qnestion  put  accordingly,  "  That  the 
Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again." 

(7.35.)  The  Committee  divided : — 
Ayes  206;  Noes  245.— (Div.  List, 
No.  137.) 

(7.56.)  Mb.  SHAW  LEPEVRE 
(Bradford,  Central)  :  Li  rising  to  move 
the  omission  from  Clause  1,  page  I,  lines 
18  and  19,  of  the  words  "as  hereinafter 
mentioned,"  in  order  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing words : — 

"  A$  mav  be  hereafter  provided  by  any  Act 
piOTidiDjg'  for  the  tranafer  to  County  Councils 
of  the  right  of  graatiog  licences  and  for  the 
increase  of  Licence  Duties  in  respect  of  those 
hoDse*  whose  profits  are  increased  by  the 
extinction  of  other  licences,  and  until  such 
Act  is  passed  shall  be  invested  and  acoumulated 
Si  provided  by  this  Act," 

aud:  The  announcement  made  by  the 
Government  to-night,  that  they  intend 
to  assent  to  the  appointment  of  a  Select 


Committee  next  Session  to  inquire  and 
report  on  the  question  of  compensation, 
and  also  upon  other  questions  affecting 
the  licensing  laws,  fully  justifies  the 
Amendment  I  have  to  propose,  and  will 
greatly  strengthen  my  argument.  I 
ask  whether,  if  this  Bill  passes  into  law, 
and  a  Committee  is  appointed  to  consider 
the  question  of  compensation,  it  is  con- 
ceivable that  any  County  Council  would 
negotiate  for  the  purchase  of  licences  ■ 
pending  tho  Beport  of  that  Committee. 
I  believe  the  Act  will  remain  a  dead 
letter.  If  this  Bill  is  to  pass  into 
law  it  is  most  important,  and,  indeed, 
indispensable,  if  the  County  Councils 
are  not  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  owners 
of  licensed  houses,  and  if  public  money 
is  not  to  be  wasted,  that  the  powers  of 
the  Licensing  Magistrates  shall  be 
transferred  to  the  County  Councils  at 
the  same  time,  and  that  power  shall  also 
be  given  to  increase  the  Licence  Duties 
on  houses  whose  value  is  to  be  improved 
by  the  monopoly  secured  to  them  by  the 
Bill.  The  Government  will,  I  think, 
admit  the  importance  or  even  the 
necessity  of  these  two  points,  as  they 
were  both  contained  in  their  Bill  of 
1888,  and  it  is  very  strange  that  they 
have  been  omitted  from  the  present  Bill, 
and  that  the  Bill  has  been  drawn  on  a 
line  which  precludes  their  being  added 
as  Amendments.  I  propose  that  the 
same  method  shall  be  adopted  in  respect 
of  England  until  legislation  on  the  im- 
portant points  I  have  adverted  to  shall 
have  been  adopted.  Under  the  Bill  as 
it  now  stands  there  will  be  two  wholly 
independent  authorities  dealing  with 
licences.  The  Magistrates  will  have  the 
power  of  renewing  annually  or  refusing 
to  renew  licences,  and  of  issuing  new 
licences.  The  County  Councils  will,  on 
their  side,  be  intrusted  with  power  to 
buy  up  and  extinguish  licences  out  of 
public  funds.  The  inevitable  result  of 
this  double  jurisdiction  will  be  that  the 
Magistrates  will  be  paralysed  in  their 
action  in  respect  of  the  cancelling  of 
licences.  They  will  refuse  in  the  .future 
to  put  in  force  their  undoubted  power  of 
cancelling  licences,  even  in  the  case  of 
misconduct,  still  more  in  the  case  of  an 
excessive  number  of  licences.  They  will 
remember  that  Parliament  has  pointed 
out  the  method  of  purchase,  and  will 
consider  that  in  future  that  new  system 
relieves  them  of  their  responsibility.  On 
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to  the  brewers,  with  one  exception,  and 
not  to  one  or  two  big  firms,   bnt  to  a 
number   of  separate   brewers;  and  my 
confident  belief   is   that   none   of  these 
brewers  would  be  willing  vendors.  They 
have  bought  these  houses  for  the  pnr- 
pose  of  distributing  their  beer,  and  they 
would  be   extremely  unwilling  to  sell 
them,  either  to  the  Local  Authorities  or 
to  anyone  else.     Many  of  the  houses  are 
of  the  character  referred  to  by  the  righi 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  that  is  to  say, 
only  made  to  pay  by  doing  that  which 
they  ought    not  to  do.     Some  of  the 
houses,  no  doubt,  are  well  conducted  and 
do  not  come  within  that  category ;   bnt 
let  me  assume  that  the  brewers  who  oirn 
the  houses  are  prepared  to  sell  them  on 
their  own  terms  to   the  Local   County 
Council,  there  would  then  arise  the  diffi- 
culty of  selection.     How  is  the  County 
Council  to  select  houses  for  extinction  ? 
They  must  select  the  worst  half  or  tlje 
best  half.     If  they  were  to  select  the 
worst  half,  there  would  be   the  public 
scandal  of  public  money  being  devoted  to 
the  purchase  of  bad  houses,  which  ought 
to  be  closed  without  compensation.  Soch 
a  purchase  could  not  be  for  a  moment 
justified.     On  the  other  hand,  if  it  were 
proposed  to  purchase  the  better  class  of 
houses,  the  bad  class  would  benefit  by 
deriving  all  the  profit  of   the   monopoly. 
I  venture,  therefore,   to  think  that  the 
more  the  question  is  looked  into  the  more 
difficult  will  it  be  for  the  County  Council 
to  work  this  subject  of  the  purchase  of 
licences.    It  would  be  a  very  different 
thing  if  the  power  of  the  Magistrates  were 
transferred  to  theCounty  Councils.  If  the 
County  Councils  were  invested  with  the 
power  to  refuse  to  renew  such  Ucencea 
their  relation  to  the  breweis  and  owners 
of  those  houses   in  the   negotiations  for 
their  extinction  would  be  a   very  differ- 
ent thing.     I  believe  myself  they  would 
make    short    work   with   many  of  the 
houses  referred  to.     They  would  refuse 
to  renew  licences,  and  no  compensation 
would  be  found  necessary  to  the  brewers 
who  owned  them ;  and,  in  the  cases  of 
other  houses  of  a  better  character,   they 
would  find   no  difficulty,   with  a  little 
pressure,    in    compelling  them  to  sur- 
render licences  on  very  reasonable  terms. 
This  leads  me  to  the  second  part  of  my 
subject,  namely,   that   power   should   be 
given  to  the  County  Council  to  increase 
the  Licence  Duty  on  those  houses  which 


the  other  hand,  the  County  Councils, 
not  being  invested  with  the  power  to 
cancel  licences,  will  practically  be 
at  the  mercy  of  the  owners  of 
licences  in  their  n^otiations  for  the 
purchase  of  licences.  They  must 
submit  to  any  terms  that  the  owners  or 
brewers  may  ask  for.  If  some  of  the 
owners  should  be  willing  to  sell,  the 
County  Council  will  find  themselves  in 
this  difficulty — if  the  houses  are  bad 
ones,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  President 
of  the  Local  Qovernment  Board  uses  the 
term,  the  County  Council  will  rightly 
think  it  a  scandal  to  expend  the  public 
money  in  buying  them  up.  If,  on  the 
other  liand,  the  houses  are  good  ones, 
they  will  think  it  almost  as  bad  to  buy 
up  good  houses,  and  to  allow  the  bad 
ones  to  continue,  and  to  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  an  increased  monopoly.  When  the 
Bill  was  first  issued  I  hastened  to  see 
what  would  be  its  probable  effect  in  my 
own  district  in  the  country.  I  reside  in 
£V  parish  which  affords  a  typical  case  of 
an  excessive  number  of  public  houses — 
there  are  11  licensed  houses  to  a  popula- 
tion of  about  1 ,  200 .  Many  of  them  are  of 
that  class  described  by  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board — the  holders 
can  only  make  a  living  by  doing  that 
which  they  ought  not  to  do.  Everyone 
admits  that  the  number  ought  to  be  re- 
duced. I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Barrow  that  it  would  be  useless  to  do 
away  with  only  one  or  two  of  these 
houses.  In  onler  to  produce  a  good 
effect  there  should  be  a  much  more  sub- 
stantial reduction  than  that;  bnt  what 
probability  is  there  of  the  number  of 
public  houses  in  a  district  like  this  being 
reduced  by  the  Bill  ?  There  is,  first,  the 
difficulty  as  to  the  means,  for  the  propor- 
tion which  will  be  available  to  the  parish 
out  of  the  fund  which  will  come  to  the 
County  Council  will  be  only  £22  a  year. 
The  whole  share  of  Kent  out  of  the 
money  proposed  to  be  allocated  to  the 
Councils  would  be  J&11,000  a  year,  of 
which  this  parish  would  receive  jC22, 
and  with  this  it  would  take  150  years  to 
buy  up  the  public  houses.  Even  assum- 
ing that  the  County  Council  deals  with 
this  district  in  an  exceptional  way,  and 
devotes  a  larger  sum  to  it  than  to 
other  districts,  what  is  the  probability 
of  their  being  able  to  carry  into 
efEect  the  operation  in  view)  All  the 
public  houses  I  have  referred  to  belong 
Mr.  Shaw  Lejevre 
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are  left  in  the  immediate  neighboarhood 
of  those  which  hare  been  extinguished. 
I  think  no  one  will  deny  that  their  value 
will  be  immenaelj  increased.  '  It  is  not 
necessaij  to  suppose  that  where  two 
houses  exist  and  one  is  suppressed  the 
other  will  sell  as  much  liquor  as  the  two ; 
but  it  will  sell  a  great  deal  more 
for  the  same  expenses  of  management, 
and  the  profits,  therefore,  will  be 
graatlj  increased,  perhaps  doubled ;  its 
ralne,  therefore,  will  be  doubled. 
That  is  the  second  part  of  my  proposi- 
tion, and,  as  an  illustration  of  wluit  I 
mean,  I  would  refer  to  a  case  also  in  my 
own  neighbourhood.  In  a  hamlet  not 
&r  from  my  house  there  are  two 
licensed  houses  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
ro8ul,  dose  to  each  other.  They  supply 
the  country  people  immediately  around, 
and  no  one  can  doubt  that  one  of  these 
licenses  ought  to  be  extinguished.  They 
compete  with  one  another  In  offering 
temptations  to  the  people  to  drink.  The 
two  together  do  mischief,  and  one  of 
them  ought  to  bO'  done  away  with,  and  I 
presume  that  if  the  Bill  is  to  have  any 
effect  whatever,  this  is  one  of  the  cases 
in  which  it  will  apply.  The  houses 
belong  to  different  brewers,  and  if  one 
if  done  away  with  the  value  of  the 
other  would  be  largely  increased,  nearly 
doubled.  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
County  Council  would  not  be  so  unwise 
as  to  purchase  one  of  these  licenses  un- 
less it  had  also  the  power  of  raising  the 
Licence  Duty  on  the  other.  Ought  this 
additional  profit  due  to  the  expenditure 
of  public  money  go  to  the  owner  of  the 
house  that  is  leftt  I  think  anyone 
will  admit  that  there  ought  to  be  an 
increased  Licence  Duty  levied  on  houses 
whose  value  is  increased  in  this  way ; 
and  I  am  surprised  there  is  no  clause  in 
the  Bill  to  this  effect.  The  whole  qnes- 
tion  of  licenses  ought  to  be  re-considered. 
The  great  price  of  public  houses  is 
largely  due  to  the  monopoly  we  give 
them,  and  this  monopoly  is  the  creation 
of  tlie  State,  and  the  licenses  are  quite 
insufficient  in  a  vast  number  of  cases.  I 
feel  certain  that  in  a  case  such  as  I  have 
mentioned  a  County  Council  would  refuse 
to  effect  a  purchase,  on  the  ground  that 
they  would  be  adding  greatly  to  the 
value  of  the  adjoining  premises  without 
getting  anything  for  it.  I  have  no  donbt 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  say  he 
VOL.  CCCXLV.       [thibd  series.] 


will  be  prepared  to  deal  with  the  matter 
further  next  Session;  but  now  is  the 
time,  when  we  are  bestowing  great 
benefits  on  the  licensed  houses,  to  exact 
something  in  return.  If  you  lose  this 
opportunHy,  you  wUl  not  find  it  as  easy 
with  your  friends,  the  holders  of  these 
licenses,  to  pass  measures  adverse  to 
their  interests.  As  a  matter  of  general 
statesmanship,  when  yon  are  conferring 
a  great  boon  on  a  particular  class,  then 
is  the  time  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
exacting  from  them  something  in  return 
in  the  direction  you  think  right  and 
reasonable.  Yon  are  conferring  on  the 
owners  of  licences  three  great  advantages. 
You  are  recognising  in  them  a  vested 
interest — ^no  one  who  heard  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  Friday 
night  can  donbt  that  that  is  the  effect 
of  the  measure.  We  hold  that  you 
are  practically  establishing  these  owners 
of  licensed  houses  in  every  district 
in  which  they  now  exist,  and  con- 
ferring two  othor  great  boons  on 
them.  You  are  securing  them  from 
competition  by  statutory  provision 
against  the  issue  of  new  ucences — ex- 
ceptions being  made  in  certain  special 
cases.  In  the  past  they  have  had  no 
security  of  that  kind,  and  the  competi- 
tion in  respect  of  new  licences  has  only 
been  limited  by  the  discretion  of  the 
Magistrates.  Now,  for  the  first  time, 
you  are  going  to  make  a  statutory 
prohibition  against  the  issue  of  new 
licences.  The  third  boon  you  are  con- 
ferring on  the  publicans  is  the  probability 
of  competing  houses  being  extinguished 
in  their  districts,  for,  wherever  that 
takes  place,  the  value  of  the  licensed 
houses  that  are  allowed  to  remain  will  be 
immediately  increased  in  value.  For 
these  boons  you  get  no  equivalent.  My 
beliefiis  that  the  effect  of  the  Bill  as  it 
now  stands  will  be  very  small  when  it 
comes  to  be  worked  in  the  country.  It 
is  absolutely  certain  that  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  where  the  temperance 
agitation  is  strong  the  County  Councils 
will  object  alt^ether  to  put  the 
provisions  into  force,  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  country  the  County  Councils  will 
be  unable  to  work  the  Act.  The  result 
will  be  that  practically  no  licenced 
houses  will  be  extinguished.  I  think, 
therefore,  the  wise  course  would  be  to 
2  B 
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adopt  the  terms  of  my  Amendment,  and 
postpone  the  patting  in  force  of 
purchases  of  licences  under  the  Act  for 
the  purpose  of  their  extinction  until  the 
Local  Authority  has  been  invested  with 
the  powers  magistrates  now  have  of 
renewing  or  refusing  to  renew  licences 
within  its  district,  and  until  provision  is 
made  for  increasing  the  Licence  Duty  of 
the  houses  which  remain,  and  whose 
value  will  be  increased  by  the  increased 
monopoly  conferred  by  this  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  1,  lines  18  and  19,  to  leave  oat  the 
words  "as  hereinafter  mentioned,"  and  insert 
the  words  "  as  may  be  hereafter  provided  by 
any  Act  providing  for  the  transfer  to  County 
Councils  of  the  right  of  granting  licences  and 
for  the  Increase  of  Licence  Duties  in  respect  of 
those  houses  whose  profits  are  incrdased  by  the 
extinction  of  other  licences,  and  until  such  Act 
is  passed  shall  be  invested  and  accumulated  as 
provided  by  this  Act."— (Ifr.  Shaw  Ltfivrt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  as  hereinafter  mentioned  '  stand  part  of 
the  Clause."     (8.22.) 

•(8.55.)  Mb.  RITCHIE:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  repeated  arguments 
which  have  been  .used  over  and  over 
again,  but  I  cannot  oompl&in,  because  it 
is  almost  necessary  to  do  so  in  Amend- 
ments which  touch  the  vital  principle  of 
of  the  Bill,  and  I  must  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  pardon  me  and  not  to 
think  me  wanting  in  courtesy  if  I  use 
arguments  in  reply  that  have  been  used 
before.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the 
outset  referred  to  the  Committee,  which 
he  said  the  Government  have  resolved  to 
appoint.  I  will  content  myself  by  saying 
in  reply  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that  the 
Government  have  resolved  to  appoint  a 
Committee.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  did,  indeed,  express  a  willing- 
ness to  consent  to  certain  points  in  the 
Bill,  which  some  hon.  Members  thought 
were  obscure  and  were  open  to  considera- 
tion, being  submitted  to  a  Committee, 
but,  in  particular,  I  think  the  idea  of  a 
Committee  originated  with  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Paddington,  and  in 
connection  with  his  measure.  It  is  only 
on  the  understanding  that  the  House 
itself  desires  the  Committee,  in  order  that 
Mr.  Shaw  Lejewe 


thj  various  points  urged  on  both  sides 
with  regard  to  compensation  may  be  con- 
sidered, that  the  Gkivemment  'mil  think 
of  assenting  to  it.  Certainly  I  may 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it 
is  not  the  intention  of  the  Gktveminent 
to  propose  any  Committee,  neither  is  it 
their  intention,  nor  do  they  think  it  in 
the  interest  of  the  cause  they  have  at 
heart,  that  the  proposal  they  make  in 
this  Bill  should  be  postponed  until  a 
Committee  has  been  appointed.  Having 
said  so  much  bbout  the  question  of  the 
Committee,  about  which  I  do  not  desire 
there  should  be  any  misunderstanding, 
I  will  now  proceed  to  refer  to  some  of 
the  other  arguments  used  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  has  again  said  ihat 
this  Bill  recognises  and  sets  up  a  vested 
interest  in  public  houses.  There  i» 
nothing  new  in  this  Bill,  which  recognises 
a  vested  interest,  apart  from  the  way  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  has,  in  his  speeches, 
recognised  a  vested  interest.  Bat,  how- 
ever that  may  be,  I  will  again  repeat 
that  the  Government  have  no  in- 
tention of  setting  up  any  interest 
which  does  not  already  exist.  They 
have  stated  over  and  over  again 
their  opinion  that  nothing  in  the  Bill 
does  this,  and  I  again  repeat  that  the 
Government  have  no  intention  of  setting 
ap  any  interest  which  does  not  already 
exist,  and  that,  if  there  is  any  doabt  on 
the  subject,  we  are  ready  to  accept 
Amendments  to  safeguard  all  the  present 
powers  of  the  Licensing  Authorities. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  alluded  to 
the  opinion  he  shares  with  those  near 
him  as  to  the  effect  of  the  Bill  in  its 
operation,  and  has  given  illustrations  to 
show  that  the  result  of  buying  up  the 
licences  of  some  public  houses  would 
increase  the  value  of  others.  I  admit 
there  may  be  cases  iu  which  the  baying 
up  of  one  public  house  would  increase 
the  value  of  others.  That,  however,  is 
a  result  which  would  equally  take  place 
if  the  Licensing  Justices  were  to  exercise 
the  discretion  which  it  is  argued  they 
have  of  refusing  to  renew  licences.  But 
my  answer  with  reference  to  these 
matters,  and  the  illustrations  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  gave,  is  that  the  County 
Councils  may  be  trusted  to  exercise  tlieir 
discretion  in  matters  of  this  kind.  The 
right  hon.   Gentleman  seems   to  think 
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that  when  this  money  is  placed  ia  the 
hands  of  County  Ck>ancils  it  Tnll  at  once 
be  apportioned  thronghout  every  village 
in  their  county  ;  but  I  do  not  believe  a 
County  Council  would  act  in  the  manner 
suggested.  In  regard,  also,  to  the  ques- 
tion of  good  and  bad  houses,  there  is  no 
indication  or  instruction  in  the  Bill  to 
County  Councils  of  the  kind  referred  to. 
County  Councils  are  elected  on  a  popular 
francmse,  and  represent  the  wishes  of 
the  localities  returning  them,  and  the 
members  may  be  presumed  to  be  selected 
becauss  of  their  qualifications  for  carry- 
ing on  the  work  entrusted  to  them ;  and 
I  imagine  in  this,  as  in  other  matters, 
they  will  exercise  a  wise  discretion. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  County 
Councils  will  act  in  the  manner  sug- 
gested by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  although  there  may  be  cases  in 
which  it  would  seem  useless  to  buy  up 
one  or  two  houses,  because  it  would  add 
to  the  value  of  others,  yet  there  ore 
laige  numbers  of  cases  in  which  this 
power  may  be  very  judiciously  exercised 
without  creating  any  difficulty  or  leading 
to  any  of  the  dangers  alluded  to.  Really, 
I  think  the  answer  to  the  whole  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  objections  has 
been  given  by  himself.  He  said  the 
County  Councils  would  not  be  so  unwise 
as  to  purchase  the  houses  referred  to. 
That,  really,  is  the  answer  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  In  the  cases  where 
there  would  be  an  injustice,  or  if  it  is 
not  desirable  that  houses  should  be  pur- 
chased, the  County  Council  will  turn 
their  energies  to  other  parts  where  the 
evil  he  dreads  will  not  arise  ;  and  if  the 
worst  comes  to  the  worst — if  a  County 
Council  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
cannot  act,  and  it  is  better  to  wait  until 
they  are  charged  with  further  powers — 
then  the  funds  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  Council  will  accumulate,  and  no 
harm  will  be  done.  But  it  is  a  very 
different  thing  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  ask  this  Committee  to  pass 
a  Resolution  saying  the  Bill  shall  not 
come  into  operation  until  CountyConncils 
are  charged  with  the  control  of  licences. 
As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows,  and 
as  we  have  again  and  again  said,  an 
ultimate  settlement  cannot  be  found 
until  a  transfer  of  this  control  is  made 
to  these  popularly-elected  bodies.  We 
have  always  advocated  that ;  and  when 
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the  right  hon.  Gentleman  expresses 
surprise  at  not  finding  it  in  the  present 
Bill,  my  answer  is  that  the  circumstances 
are  wholly  different  to  those  in  which,  by 
the  Local  Government  BiU,  we  proposed 
to  transfer  aU  the  administrative 
functions  of  the  Magistrates  to  the  elected 
body.  We  should  have  been  shutting 
our  eyes  to  facts  if  we  had  not  then 
made  the  proposal,  and  having  changed 
the  Licensing  Authority — having  altered 
it  from  a  Judicial  Authority  bound  by 
certain  rules  and  considerations  to 
a  representative  authority  specially 
charged  with  giving  expression  to  the 
will  of  the  community  as  to  the  number 
of  public  houses  to  be  licensed — we  felt 
it  was  impossible  to  transfer  this  great 
interest  to  a  newly-elected  body  without 
a  change  in  the  law,  which,  while 
recognising  the  licensing  power  created, 
recognised  the  change  in  the  position  of 
the  new  authority.  We  had  to  face  the 
question  whether  or  not  some  compensa- 
tion ought  to  be  provided  when  licences 
were  taken  away,  because  the  people 
wished  it. 

Sib  W.  LAWSON:  Compensation? 
•AIb.   RITCHIE:   We    provided  that. 
We  did,  of  course,  propose  compensation,, 
whether  we  were  right  or  wrong  in  doing 
so.    I  am  bound  to  say  that  if  the  whole 
question   at  that    time    had  been   con- 
sidered   in    a    calm,  judicial,  impartial 
manner,  it  is  not  at  all  impossible  that  a 
settlement  might  have  been  arrived  at 
on    conditions    that    might   have    been 
generally    satisfactory.      But,   however,, 
that  opportunity  passed  away,  and  now 
the  right  hon.    Gentleman   is  surprised 
not  to  find  a  proposal  of  the  kind  here. 
But  this  is  not  a  licensing  Bill ;  we  are 
not     dealing    with     the     transfer     of 
the    Licensing   Authority;    we  are  not 
charging  the  County  Councils  with  any 
compulsory  power  at  all ;  therefore,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  consider  the  question  of 
compensation,  or  how  it  shall  be  calcu- 
lated.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  fears 
that  the  action  of  Magistrates  will   be 
paralysed,  but  is  he  serious  in  insisting 
upon  that  ?      It  is  essential  to  consider 
what  has  been  the  action  of  Magistrates 
in  the  past.      I  do  not  believe  that  hon. 
and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will 
be  prepared  to  assert  that  the  Licensing 
2  R  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1083  Local  Taxation  {Customs      {COMMONS}      and  Excise)  Duties  BiU.    1084 


Magistrates  hare  exercised  their  power, 
if  thej  possess  it,  of  refusing  to  renew 
licences  to  any  considerable  extent. 

Me.   R.    T.    reed  (Dumfries,  &c.): 
It  is  constantly  done  in  Scotland. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  confess  I  am  not 
familiar  with  the  practice  in  Scotland. 
I  am  speaking  on  the  English  portion  of 
the  Bill  and  the  action  of  Licensing 
Authorities  here. 

Mb.    CAINE:     In     Liverpool     199 
licences  hare  been  refused  in  17  years. 

•ilB.  RITCHIE:  I  should  like  to 
analyst  those  figures.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  in  Liverpool  at  one  time 
they  had  what  is  caUod  free  trade  in 
licences,  and,  therefore,  further  ex- 
planation is  requiii^d  in  order  to 
elucidate  the  real  significance  of  the 
redaction. 

Mr.  STOREY:   And  117  in  Sunder- 
land. 
•Me.  RITCHIE :  In  what  period  1 
Me.  storey  :  In  the  last  20  years. 

•Mr.  RITCHIE:  That  is  five  in  a 
year. 

Mb.  STOREY  :    Your  Bill  enables  us 
to  get  rid  of  two. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE :  I  should  like  to  know 
how  many  refusals  there  were  because  of 
faults  in  management,  breaches  of  the  law, 
or  endorsements  on  licences t  ["None."] 
However  that  may  be,  this  is  the  first  time 
I  have  heard  anyone  seriously  assert  that 
the  powers  of  the  Licensing  Justices  have 
been  exercised,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  lion.  Members  opposite,  in  a  satis- 
factory manner.  The  contention  of  the 
Government  is — and  nothing  has  been 
urged  to  show  that  the  contention  is 
invalid — that,  looking  to  the  number  of 
licences  whicli  exist,  the  percentage  of 
cases  in  which  Magistrates  have  refused 
licences  to  properly-conducted  houses  is 
excessively  smidl.  And  even  if  the  Bill 
did  paralyse  the  action  of  Magistrates  in 
this  respect,  we  might  regard  it,  looking 
at  other  provisions  of  the  Bill,  with 
something  like  equanimity.  But  I 
entirely  deny  that  it  will  have  such  an 
effect.  The  Government,  as  has  been 
already  mentioned,  propose  to  put  a  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  which  states  distinctly 
Mr.  Ritchie 


that,  as  far  as  Parliament  is  concerned, 
it  is  not  intended  that  the  operation  of 
the  Act  should  in  any  way  hamper  the 
Magistrates  in  the  exercise  of  their 
powers.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  in- 
sertion of  any  such  words  is  necessary. 
I  believe  that  the  BiU  itself  will  not  have 
the  effect  of  interfering  with  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Magistrates.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton agrees  it  will  not  have  that 
efEeot. 

Me.  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  Not  legally,  but  morally. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE:  Morally,  withont 
the  words  we  propose  to  insert  t  I 
venture  to  assert  that  whatever  can  be 
said  of  the  effect  morally — and  I  dis- 
pute it — if  these  words  are  inserted 
expressly  reserving  the  powers  and  dis- 
cretion of  Magistrates,  there  is  no  force 
in  the  contention  that  the  action  of 
Magistrates  will  be  paralysed  by  the 
action  of  this  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said  that  the  County 
Council  will  be  completely  at  the  meicy 
of  the  owner  of  a  public  nouse,  as  far  as 
the  price  is  concerned;  but  surely  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  can  hardly  contend, 
when  he  is  g^ing  into  a  shop  to  buy  some- 
thing which  it  is  not  necessary  for  him 
to  buy,  that  he  is  at  the  mercy  of  the 
man  who  has  the  article  to  sell,  and  that 
he  will  have  to  give  whatever  price  he 
denumda?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
admits  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the 
County  Council  to  buy  a  single  public 
house,  as  ~he  has  spoken  of  the  con- 
tingency of  their  letting  the  money  lie 
idle. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  I  referred 
to  the  necessity  of  giving  effect  to  a 
requisition  from  a  district  that  the 
number  of  public  houses  is  excessive. 

*Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  altogether  dispute 
that.  The  County  Council  has  the 
executive  control  in  the  matter,  and  will 
not  exercise  their  power  to  buy  at  what- 
ever price  the  publican  demands. 

Me.  STOREY:  Then  your  Bill  is 
useless. 

•Me.  RITCHIE  :  I  am  using  the  argu- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I 
am  not  using  my  own  argument  at  all. 
I  believe  the  Bill  will  be  useful,  and 
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that  a  considerable  number  of  pnblic 
hoases  will  be  disestablished  l^  the  opera- 
tion of  I  the  Bill.  It  is  very  incon- 
venient to  cany  on  a  conversational 
argnment  across  the  Table.  I  am 
endeavouring  to  show  that,  out  of  his 
own  mouth,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  answered  his  own  argument'.  The 
truth  of  the  matter,  the  main  conten- 
tion between  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  the  Government,  is  whether  this 
BUI  should  come  into  operation  at  once, 
or  whether  all  operations  should  be  post- 
poned until  the  whole  question  of 
licensing  is  dealt  with,  together  with  the 
proposal  that  an  increased  Licence  Duty 
should  be  put  upon  the  other  houses. 
That,  of  course,  is  the  principle  of  better- 
ment. Hardly  anyone  has  ever  con- 
tended that  the  principle  of  betterment 
is  not  sound  in  itself,  if  it  can  be  applied 
without  injustice ;  but  there  are  enor- 
mous difiSculties  in  the  way  of  doing  so 
in  this  case.  There  will  be  great  diffi- 
culty in  saying  exactly  what  house  will 
be  benefited  by  the  closing  of  another. 
If  a  public  house  is  closed  at  one  end  of 
a  town  it  confers  no  benefit  on  a  house 
at  the  other  end  of  the  town.  The  pro- 
posal is  to  postpone  the  question  of  the 
reduction  of  licences  to  a  time  not 
specified.  The  Government  desire  to 
make  some  progress  at  once  with  respect 
to  this  matter,  and  they  are  not.  con- 
tent to  allow  it  to  remain  in  the  position 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  desires. 
They  believe  that  much  good  may  be 
done  by  such  operations  as  are  shadowed 
out  in  this  Bill,  and  that  it  will  be  a 
misfortune  if  the  Committee  prevent  the 
Government  from  enacting  in  this  Bill 
the  proposals  they  have  made  for  enabling 
popularly  elected  bodies  to  deal  with  the 
money  placed  at  their  disposal  for  the 
extinction  of  licences  in  such  a  manner  as 
they.think  proper  and  right. 

•(9.24.)  Sib  U.  KAT-SHUTTLE- 
WOETH  (Lancaahire,  Glitheroe) :  The 
question  has  been  asked,  why  should  the 
Ctovernment  postpone  all  legislation  on 
this  subject  t  My  reply  is  that,  if  the 
Government  had  brought  in  a  Bill  simply 
suspending  Ae  issue  of  new  licences,  it 
would  have  received  general  approval, 
and  have  been  i^arded  as  a  common- 
sense  measure  on  til  sides  of  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 


of  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
acknowledged  that  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  in  1888  were  proposals 
for  compensating  the  publicans.  Those 
proposals  dissatisfied  the  country,  and 
the  Government  were  obliged  to  drop 
them,  .but  they  have  not  learned  the 
obvious  lesson  which  that  ought  to  have 
taught  them.  On  behalf  of  a  Lancashire 
constituency,  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
Government  could  not  have  made  any 
proposals  which  would  have  made  them 
so  unpopular  with  the  electors  those  as 
now  before  the  House.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  complained,  and,  I  think, 
most  unnecessarily,  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Bradford  had 
been  guilty  of  repeating  arguments 
previously  brought  forward. 

•Me.  RITCHIE.:  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  in 
the  House  at  the  time.  I  certainly 
made  no  such  complaint.  In  point  of 
fact,  I  said  I  did  not  see  how  he  could 
well  do  otherwise. 

•Sir  U.  KAT-SHUTTLEWORTH  : 
Well,  I  am  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
my  right  hon.  Friend  had  been  guilty  of 
repeating  arguments,  and  I  think  that 
came  rather  iU  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  seeing  that  this  Amendment 
raises  an  entirely  new  question.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  argued  that  the 
County  Councils  might  be  trusted  to 
exercise  their  own  discretion  as  to  the 
degree  to  which  they  should  put  in  force 
the  provisions  of  thiij  Bill.  He  seems  to 
contemplate  with  remarkable  com- 
placency the  probability  to  which  my 
right  hon.  Friend  called  attention  that 
the  County  Council  will  not  exercise  the 
powers  entrusted  to  them  by  this  Bill.  I 
do  not  think,  if  I  had  proposed  such  a 
Bill,  1  should  have  regarded  with  com- 
placency the  prospect  of  the  County 
Councils  failing  to  exercise  the  powers 
given  to  them.  I  share  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  views  that  the  County 
Councils  will  probably  not  exercise  these 
powers. 

•Me.  RITCHIE  :  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  must  not  put  words  into  my 
mouth.  I  never  expressed  that  view. 
On    the    contiaiT',     I     said      I     be- 
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lieved  that  they  would  exercise 
it  largely  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
mumty.  What  I  referred  to  was  the 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Bradford,  and  I  said  he 
had  answered  himself  out  of  his  own 
mouth  ;  because  if  the  County  Councils 
did  not  use  the  money,  it  would  accumu- 
late as  he  desired  it  to  do  under  the 
operation  of  his  Amendment. 

*SiB  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH  :  I 
think  that  the  Committee  will  agree 
with  me  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  regard  with  great  complacency 
the  hypothesis  that  the  County  Councils 
would  not,  to  any  large  extent,  exercise 
their  powers.  I  assure  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that,  judging  from  the  information 
which  has  come  to  me,  it  is  extremely 
improbable  that  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  will  avail  itself  of  the  powers 
under  this  Bill  so  strong  is  the  feeling 
on  the  question.  Indeed,  the  sum  to  be 
allocated  to  the  county  is  so  small  that 
it  would  be  inadequate  for  the  purpose 
of  dealing  even  with  one  or  two  places 
in  my  own  neighbourhood.  If  this  part 
of  the  Bill  is  to  be  absolutely  a  dead 
letter,  I  do  not  regard  with  any  satisfac- 
tion the  spending  of  the  time  of  the 
House  upon  it ;  and  if  time  must  bo  spent 
on  a  Bill,  I  should  like  to  see  some  result. 
A  strong  argument  in  favour  of  the 
Amendment  is  furnished  by  the  proposal 
which  has  leaked  out  to-night  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  whole  subject. 
The  result  of  the  inquiry  might  be  that 
there  would  be  found  for  the  funds  a 
better  use  than  that  proposed  by  the 
Bill. 

(9.30.)  Mb.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford 
University)  :  I  do  not  follow  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  in 
his  objection  to  the  proposals  of  the 
Government,  nor  in  his  reasons  for  sup- 
porting the  Amendment  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend.  If  it  is  a  matter  of  course  that 
the  funds  will  accumulate  if  they  are 
not  used,  I  cannot  help  asking  why  all 
this  fury  and  rage  against  the  proposals 
of  the  Government — proposals  which, 
at  the  worst,  are  innocuous.  What  is 
expected  by  the  Government  is  that  a 
certain  amount  of  result  will  follow  from 
these  powers  to  be  given  to  the  County 
Councils ;  and  if  that  result  does  follow, 
Jltr.  RitcMe 


surely  it  will  be  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  We  all  desire,  I  take  it,  to 
see  a  gradual  extinction  of  the  present 
considerable  number  of  public  houses. 
I  suppose  that  .is  the  unanimous  wish 
of  the  Members  of  this  Committee; 
and,  if  that  is  so,  then  it  is  only  a 
question  of  degree  between  hon.  Gentle- 
men  opposite  and  ourselves 

Sir  W.  HARCOUET  :  It  is  a  question 
of  method. 

Ma.  J.  G.  TALBOT :  Well,  it  does  not 
appear  that  very  much  turns  on  the  ques- 
tion of  method.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
who  has  just  spoken  says  the  funds  will 
accumulate,  and  if  that  is  so,  then  no 
harm  will  have  been  done.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  desire  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bradford  is 
to  transfer  the  licensing  authority 
from  the  Magistrates  who  now  hold  it  to 
the  County  Council ;  and  he  thinks  he  sees 
in  this  Bill  an  endeavour  to  perpetuate 
the  present  system  of  licensing.  I  ven- 
ture to  difEer  from  him  in  toto.  Nothing 
has  been  advanced  as  yet  to  show  that 
the  County  Councils  would  be  better 
qualified  to  deal  with  licensing  matters 
than  are  the  Magistrates.  But,  at  any 
rate,  if  the  County  Council  is  a  body  so 
admirably  fitted  to  deal  with  this  ques- 
tion as  some  hon.  Members  think,  then 
they  will  be  able,  under  this  Bill,  to  show 
their  capacity  to  the  infinitesimal  extent 
which  it  permits.  I  should  like  to  go 
one  step  farther.  I  wish  that  those  who 
are  so  anxious  to  remove  the  licensing 
authority  from  the  hands  of  Magis- 
trates into  the  hands  of  the,Coun<y  Coun- 
cils, would,  before  they  embark  on  so 
great  a  fundamental  change,  say  on 
what  ground  they  think  that  the  County 
Councils  would  do  better  than  the 
Magistrates  have  done  in  the  past,  It 
has  been  stated  that  in  Lancashire  a 
lai^  number  of  licences  have  been  got 
rid  of.  If  that  is  so,  the  Magistrates 
are  doing  what  you  desire,  and  why 
should  you  seek  to  substittite  for  them 
another  authority)  Is  it  not  quite  as 
hkely  that  Magistrates,  if  they  aie 
worth  anything  at  aU — and  I  suppose 
there  ore  some  hon.  Members  who  think 
they  are  not  worth  anything — is  it  not 
as  likely  that  Magistrates  who  are  in  tJie 
habit  of  exercising    judicial    functions 
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would  be  better  able  to  deal  with  this 
question  than  a  body  which  is  subject  to 
all  the  waves  of  popular  opinion  ?  Is  it 
quite  .certain  that  a  popularly-elected 
body  would  immediately  diminish  the 
number  of  public  houses  ?  I  venture  to 
assert  that  Uiere  is  a  good  deal  of  public 
sympathy  on  the  side  of  the  public 
houses.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  ez- 
perience  as  a  Magistrate  sitting  in  Petty 
Sessions;  as  Chairman  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions ;  and  as  Chairman  of  the  County 
Licensing  Committee ;  aTid  I  have  found 
myself,  as  I  think,  very  inadequately 
supported  by  public  opinion.  I  have 
always  been  on  the  side  of  refusing  all 
licences  where  possible,  and  have  not 
granted  any  new  licences,  and  I  have 
foDud  public  opinion  against  me  rather 
than  on  my  side.  I  am  consequently 
not  quite  so  sure  of  public  opinion.  I 
do  not  know  how  it  may  be  in  the  North. 
Possibly  there  are  a  few  unhappy  ex- 
ceptional cases  where  the  Magistrates 
have  acted  unwisely,  and  where  public 
sentiment  is  on  the  other  side,  but  I 
venture  to  say  that  in  the  South 
of  England  it  must  not  be  assumed 
that  public  opinion  is  on  the  side  of 
those  who  desire  to  reduce  the  number 
of  licensed  houses.  As  to  the  Amend- 
ment, the  result  of  passing  it  would 
be  simply  to  leave  things  unchanged 
until  there  is  time  for  further  legislation ; 
and  that  I  do  not  think  would  be  at  all 
satisfactory,  because  no  steps  would  be 
taken  in  the  cause  of  temperance ;  no 
public  bouses  would  be  suppressed  by 
County  Councils,  and  we  should  remain 
precisely  as  we  now  are.  On  reflection 
I  hope  that  hon.  Members  will  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  one 
which  can  be  accepted,  whatever  may  be 
their  opinions  on  the  general  merits  of 
the  Government  proposals. 

(9.42.)  SiE  W.  HAROOTJRT :  I  do 
not  wonder  that  the  hon.  Member  wishes 
this  question  to  be  kept  quite  clear  of 
the  waves  of  public  opinion,  for,  politi- 
<!ally,  he  lives  in  an  atmosphere  in  which 
Cormty  Councils  are  unknown. 

Ms.  J.  G.  TALBOT :  I  am  a  member 
of  One. 

SibW.HARCOTJET:  I  was,  of  course, 
alluding  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  as  a 


member  for  a  University.  The  speech 
just  made  reminded  me  that,  when  I  was 
at  the  Home  OflSce,  I  received  a  deputa- 
tion of  Magistrates  from  the  County  of 
Kent,  including  the  hon.  Member,  who 
came  to  me  in  despair  and  said,  "  In  Kent 
we  are  overwhelmed  by  the  number  of 
public  houses ;  we  do  not  know  what  to 
do;  and  we  come  to  you,  as  Home 
Secretary,  to  take  measures  to  diminish 
the  number."  I  listened  with  great 
respect;  but,  when  they  had  exhausted 
their  eloquence  ia  denouncing  the  public 
houses,  I  said,  "  Gentlemen,  1  am  pleased 
but  surprised  to  see  you  ;  but  you,  the 
Magistrates,  create  these  public  houses ; 
you  issue  the  licences  and  renew  them. 
Why  do  not  you  reduce  the  number 
yourselves  1  You  are  the  authors  of  the 
evil ;  why  do  not  you  put  an  end  to  it ! " 
One  gentleman,  less  discreet  than  the 
rest,  said,  "  We  are  afraid  to  do  it ;  we 
want  somebody  else  to  do  it."  I 
answered,  "And  so  you  want  me  to 
accept  the  unpopularity  which  you  have 
not  the  courage  to  face."  And  yet  the 
hon.  Member  argues  in  favour  of  keeping 
the  jurisdiction  in  the  hands  of  the 
Magistrates  in  the  County  of  Kent,  and 
against  transferring  it  to  the  County 
Council,  which  would  be  influenced  by 
waves  of  public  opinion.  I  told  the 
deputation  that  I  thought  the  power 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  County  Council, 
exactly  because  that  wave  of  popular 
opinion  would  give  a  little  muscle,  a 
little  spirit,  a  little  courage  to  the 
Licensing  Body — qualities  in  which  the 
Magistrates  of  the  County  of  Kent  are 
apparently  deficient.  I  am  not  the  least 
hostile  to  the  Magistrates  in  this  matter. 
In  my  opinion,  the  Mt^istrates  possess  a 
strong  sense  of  the  existing  evil.  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  says  that  no  one  in  the  House  has 
asserted  that  the  Magistrates  have  done 
anything  in  this  matter.  I  have  ven- 
tured to  assert  that  they  have,  and  I 
have  referred  to  a  Return  which  does 
not  come  down  to  the  present  time  by 
four  years,  in  which  it  is  shown  that 
the  Magistrates  have  shut  upofi-licences 
by  the  hundred,  and  fully-licensed 
public  houses  by  the  score.  I  defy  con- 
tradiction to  that  statement,  and,  so  &r  as 
the  title  to  compensation  is  concerned,  I 
hold  that  the  ofE-licences  should  stand  on 
the    same  footing  as  the  fuUy-licensed 
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hoases.  I  have  moved  for  a  Betum  of 
the  last  four  years,  and  I  shall  be  greatly 
Surprised  if,  with  the  growth  of  public 
opinion,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  law, 
which  in  spite  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  is  spreading  throughont  the 
country,  the  Magistrates,  knowing  now 
that  they  have  the  power,  do  not  exercise 
it  far  more  freely  and  courageously  than 
otherwise  would  have  been  the  case.  I 
do  not  assert  that  what  has  been  done 
by  the  Magistrates  is  altogether  satisfac- 
tory. They  might  have  gone  a  great 
deal  further.  If  they  had  allowed  the 
police  to  know  that  they  wished  dis- 
orderly houses  to  be  reported,  this  would 
have  been  done,  and  many  houses  would 
have  been  shut  up.  Every  one  living  in 
the  country  districts  is  aware  that  the 
police  know  it  is  no  part  of  their  duty 
to  report  public  houses,  and  this  is  the 
reason  why  many  of  them  have  not  been 
shut  up.  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  rung  the  changes 
on  the  question  as  to  whetiier  this  Bill 
will  or  will  not  be  used  by  the  County 
Councils.  I  venture  to  say  that  there  is 
not  one  Council  in  10  which  will  dare  to 
use  it.  The  London  County  Council 
has  already  pronounced  its  verdict ; 
and  the  Committee  know  that  in  this 
great  Metropolis  the  Bill,  if  passed,  will 
not  be  used.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Clitheroe  Division  of 
Lancashire  speaks  with  the  highest  au- 
thority on  behalf  of  Lancashire.  I  speak 
on  behalf  of  a  smaller  community,  con- 
sisting of  100,000  persons,  and  the  notion 
of  proposing  to  the  Town  Council  of  Derby 
that  they  should  use  this  Bill  is  ridicu- 
lous. Irom  the  moment  this  Bill  passes 
the  entire  influence  of  the  Temperance 
Party  will  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
County  Councils  throughout  the  country. 
An  agitation  wiU  begin — ^it  has  begun 
already  in  the  country — and  the  first 
object  of  the  Temperance  Party  will  be 
to  make  it  impossible  for  any  County 
Council  to  use  the  Bill  for  the  purpose 
intended.  The  Unionist  Party  consider 
themselves  to  be  very  strong  in  the 
West,  but  the  Committee  have  heard  a 
voice  from  Cornwall  this  evening.  Does 
anyone  believe  that  a  County  Council 
in  Cornwall .  will  use  this  Bill  1  The 
notion  is  ridiculous;  and,  jet,  here  is 
the  Oovemment  proposing  taxation 
which  everyone  knows  will  not  be 
Sir  W.  Sarcourt 


employed.  But  the  Government  are 
going  to  save  their  honour,  sts  it  is  called 
— it  is  not  saving  a  great  deal — on  a  siHy 
matter  of  punctilio,  knowing,  as  they  db, 
that  they  are  wasting  the  time  of  th* 
Committee,  wasting  the  money  of  the 
people,  in  raising  it  for  purposes  for 
which  it  is  not  wanted,  and  placing  it 
in  the  hands  of  bodies  which  will  never 
use  it,  because  their  constituents  will  not 
allow  them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  that  the  Amendment  involves  th& 
whole  licensing  question.  But  we  can- 
not deal  with  this  question  in  a  piece- 
meal way.  The  Government  cannot 
introduce  a  measure  dealing  with  pablic 
houses  and  theirpurchase  without  raisisg 
the  whole  licensing  question.  What  i» 
the  pressure  which  has  induced  the 
Government  to  hang  out  a  flag  in  the 
shape  of  the  suggested  Committee  P' 
Because  the  Government  know  that  their 
Bill  has  raised  the  whole  licensing  ques- 
tion. I  shall  be  glad  to  know  -vfrhat  was- 
the  decision  arrived  at  when,  as  has  been 
pointed  out,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  BossendaJe  retired  behind  the 
Speaker's  Chair.  The  Leader  of  th» 
House  and  the  noble  Lord  went  out 
together,  and  they  came  back  together ; 
and  I  should  like  to  know  what  decision 
was  come  to  behind  the  Chair.  It  is- 
said,  however,  that  this  money  is  Ui 
accumulate.  What  is  the  use  of  accu- 
mulating money  when  it  is  not  known 
what  is  to  be  done  with  it?  This  is- 
the  finance  of  the  great  Liberal  Unionist 
financier.  This  is  the  modem  finance 
of  the  Conservative  Party.  A  more 
ridiculous  system  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
ceive. The  money,  I  suppose,  will  l» 
put  in  a  stocking  and  buried  until  some 
one  finds  out  a  better  purpose  to  which 
to  apply  it.  I  think  that  this  is  an 
absurd  proposal,  and  I  shall  support  the 
Amendment  of  my  right  hon.  Friend. 

(9.59.)  The  SECRETARY  to  the 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Long,  Wilts,  Devizes):  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  a  speech  charac- 
terised by  humour  of  a  friendly  nature. 
It  has  been  listened  to  with  great  interest 
and  with  much  less  dissati&ction  than  is 
usually  felt  when  he  indulges  at  the 
expense  of  hon.  Members  on  this  side ; 
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but  I  confess  that,  after  listening  to  it 
-with  the  greatest  care,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
comprehend  on  which  side  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  speaking — whether  he 
advocated  the  Amendment  or  whether  he 
was  condemning  the  Bill  without  advo- 
cating the  Amendment.  The  Committee 
have  been  told  that  if  the  money  is  not 
spent  ander  this  proposal  bj  the  CJonntj 
Conncil  it  woald  accnmnlate.  Bat  this 
is  exactly  the  proposal  of  the  Amend- 
ment— that  the  money  shall  not  be  set 
apart  for  a  specific  purpose,  bnt  accumu- 
lated until  certain  other  processes  had 
taken  place.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
however,  denounced  this  process  of 
BOonmulation.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's speech  tended  in  any  direction  at 
all,  it  tended  to  the  direction  of  proving 
that  the  taxation  of  the  people  for  a 
purpose  of  this  kind  is  bad,  and  ought 
not  to  be  sanctioned  by  Parliament. 
But  what  I  would  point  out  to  the  Com- 
mittee is  that  the  principle  was  afiSrmed 
on  the  Second  Beading.  The  sum  total 
of  the  speeches  we  have  heard  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  amount  to  this : 
tbkt  in  certain  places  and  cases  the 
Counly  Council  will  not  exercise  their 
power,  sometimes  because  they  are  not 
sufficient  and  sometimes  because  they 
dare  not;  because,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  reminded  us,  the 
question  will  be  removed  from  the  House 
of  Commons  to  the  counties,  and  the 
County  Councillors  will  be  told  that  if 
they  use  these  powers  they  will  lose 
their  places.  Supposing  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  does  succeed  in  causing  the 
County  Councils  not  to  use  these  powers, 
what  disastrous  result  will  ensue) 
The  only  disaster  will  be  that  the  money 
wQl  be  accumulated ;  and  when  ^he  time 
comes  for  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men is  so  anxiously  waiting,  and  when 
it  will  be  his  fortune  to  sit  upon  this 
side  of  the  House,  what  an  enormous 
advantage  he  will  have  conferred  upon 
him.  He  will  then  have  in  his  hand 
these  accumulations,  and  what  an  oppor- 
tunity will  be  a&orded  him  and  his 
friends  to  make  proposals  of  a  better 
and  more  satisfactory  character.  The 
point  of  view  from  which  we  regard  the 
proposals  is,  that  they  will  afford  facilities 
for  diminishing  the  number  of  public 
honses  without  any  injustice  to  the 
owners  of  those  honses.    But  whether 


we  are  right  or  wrong  in  that  view,  and 
if  the  County  Councils  do  not  exercise 
their  powers,  no  harm  will  have  been 
caused.  The  money  will  have  been 
,  set  apart,  and  it  will  form  a  very  com- 
fortable nest-egg  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  to  deal  with.  I 
think  we  are  justified  in  asking  the 
Committee  to  resist  this  Amendment, 
and  to  adhere  to'  the  proposals  of  the 
Government.  Nobody  has  pointed  out 
that  any  real  advantage  will  accrue  from 
the  powers  of  this  Amendment.  Some 
speeches  have  been  made  in  its  support, 
but  only  because  they  were  against  the 
principle  of  the  Bill.  Very  little  has. 
been  said  on  the  Amendment,  but  a 
great  deal  has  been  said  against  the 
principle  of  the  measure ;  and  we  have 
had  general  speeches  on  the  Bill  over  and 
over  again  in  Committee.  Well,  Sir,  it 
is  sufiScient  for  us  that  we  do  not  share 
the  doubts,  apprehensions,  and  fears 
which  are  entertained  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite.  We  do  not  see  any 
sufficient  reason  to  believe  that  there  ia 
any  necessity  to  make  provision  for 
these  powers  proposed  by  the  Amend- 
jnent,  and,  therefore,  we  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  stand  by  the  proposals  as  we 
have  submitted  them  to  the  House,  and 
to  reject  the  Amendment  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  proposed,  and  which 
received  such  equivocal  applause  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House. 

(10.5.)  Mr.  HiLINGWORTH  (Brad- 
ford, W.)  :  The  Amendment  moved  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  presents  a  test  both  of 
the  sincerity  and  the  earnestness  of  the 
Government  as  to  their  desire  to  extend 
temperance  and  diminish  the  number  of 
public  houses.  What  we  complain  of  is 
that  the  power  conferred  upon  the 
County  Council  is  of  no  practical  value 
whatever.  No  genuine  results  can  flow 
from  it.  My  light  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Derby  made  reference  to  the  view 
which  the  Gouniy  Council  of  London 
has  expressed  upon  this  matter.  A  few 
days  ago  I  had  a  representation  from 
the  Town  Council  of  Bradford.  By  a 
majority  of  24  i^a  five  the  Town  Council 
of  Bradford  has  passed  a  resolution 
praying  the  Government  to  abandon 
these  clauses  dealing  with  licences  and 
compensation.    We  complain  that   this 
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Bill  establishes  an  enonuons  legal 
claim  to  compensation  on  the  one 
side;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
powers  conferred  on  the  Oonnty 
Councils  to  diminish  the  number 
of  public  houses  of  an  improper  and 
mischieTOUS  character  are  of  no  value 
whatever.  Now,  the  Amendment  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  would  clothe  them 
with  genuine  and  substantial  power. 
While,  on  the  one  hand,  they  would  be 
disposed  to  deal  with  some  considera- 
tion for  the  publicans,  on  the  other  hand 
they  would  not  be  prepared  to  buy  at 
extravagant  prices  the  interests  estab- 
lished in  licences.  If  this  Bill  is  passed, 
instead  of  the  Magistrates  being  quick- 
ened in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  they 
now  possess,  I  am  convinced  that  it  can- 
not be  for  a  moment  pretended  that  the 
Magistrates  will  take  upon  themselves 
the  unpopular  duty  of  suppressing  public 
houses.  Supposing  the  County  Councils 
want  to  get  rid  of  some  of  these  houses, 
the  only  power  left  in  their  hands  is  to 
distribute  the  money  placed  at  their 
disposal.  In  the  town  of  Bradford  the 
annual  sum  would  be  about  i&3,000, 
which  would  only  enable  two  public 
houses  every  three  years,  or  three  every 
two  years,  to  be  closed.  Who  can  pretend 
that,  out  of  500  houses,  such  a  dealing 
with  the  question  is  a  genuine  grappling 
with  the  evil  1  I  can  only  say  that  the 
Government  will  be  wisely  advised  if 
they  abandon  for  the  time  being  these 
provisions  as  to  licences.  We  believe 
that  in  the  country  the  Government 
will  be  held  responsible  for  acting 
frivolously,  so  far  as  concerns  their 
grappling  with  this  licensing  system. 
They  are  offering  a  gigantic  bribe  to  the 
liquor  interest,  and  conferring  enormous 
profits  on  the  brewers  of  this  country. 
Until  the  Government  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  dealing  with  the  licensing 
question  on  a  larger  scale,  we  should 
not  have  thrown  at  our  heads  a  proposal 
of  this  kind,  which  will  involve  the 
country  in  an  enormous  burden,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  brewers  and  publicans.  I 
can  corroborate  what  has  been  said  by 
hon.  Members  as  to  the  feeling  outside. 
Since  I  have  come  into  the  House  of 
Commons  I  have  never  had  so  many 
representations  and  Petitions  on  any 
subject  as  I  have  received  upon  this 
question;  nor  have  I  known  proposals 
Mr.  lUingtoorth 


against  which  greater  indignation  has 
been  expressed  than  those  which  we  are 
now  discussing. 

•(10.17.)  Mb.  WHARTON  (Ripon): 
It  has  been  suggested  that  when  I  spoke 
on  the  Second  Eieading  of  the  Bill,  I 
said  I  should  be  able  to  persuade 
<he  County  Council  of  Durham  to 
express  approval  of  the  BUI.  If 
I  said  anything  of  the  sort  I  should 
be  guilty  of  overweening  confidence 
and  great  impropriety.  What  I  said 
had  reference  to  the  way  in  which 
this  Bill  would  work.  I  said  that  the 
County  Councils  would  propose  a 
Licensing  Committee,  who  would  pat 
themselves  in  communication  with  the 
owners  of  public  houses — by  no  meana 
always  the  brewers,  as  some  seem  to  sap- 
pose.  They  would  make  a  selection  of  the 
public  houses  it  was  desirable  to  acquire, 
and  they  woxdd  then  deal  with  the 
owners  if  the  prices  asked  were  reason- 
able. If  I  said  anything  which  pledged 
the  Durham  County  Council,  I  should 
be  unworthy  to  be  Chairman  of  that 
body.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Clitheroe  Division  spoke 
for  the  County  Council  of  Lancashire  as 
if  he  pledged  it.  I  do  not  think  he 
meant  it,  because  he  had  no  right  to  do 
so.  He  spoke  of  the  small  sun 
which  Lancashire  would  have  to 
deal  with.  I  do  not  see  him  in  his 
place.  If  he  were,  I  would  remind  him 
of  a  speech  made  at  Birmingham  in  the 
year  1883,  when  a  man,  whose  opinion 
he  will  respect,  stated  that  £15,000 
a  year  would  sufi&ce  for  a  scheme  similar 
to  this.  If  that  sum  was  sufficient  for 
Birmingham  with  its  teeming  population, 
surely  £50,000  is  not  a  sum  to  be 
disregarded  or  refused  by  Lancashire. 
Now,  Mr.  Bright's  scheme  for  Birming- 
ham was  entirely  on  all  fours  with  this 
scheme.  It  was  a  scheme  whereby 
£15,000  a  year  was  to  be  obtained  from 
the  Drink  Tax,  to  be  applied  partly  in  aid 
of  local  taxation,  and  partly  in  reduc- 
tion of  the  superfluous  public  honaas. 
With  regard  to  the  method  in  which 
this  ought  to  be  done,  I  say  it  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  County  Council.  It  is  said 
that  the  County  Councils  would  not 
adopt  this  scheme,  and  I  do  not  know  on 
what  ground  this  is  stated.    At  any  rate. 
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I  do  not'  believe  it.  I  Bhoald  be  wrong 
to  speak  on  behalf  of  my  own  Couniy 
Council,  bat  I  should  say  that  if  they 
did  not  adopt  the  scheme  they  would 
hare  to  reckon  with  the  men  who  sent 
them  there.  I  quite  understand  the 
opioion  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  but 
I  do  not  believe  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
coontiy.  I  believe  that  when  those 
who  send  representatives  to  the  County 
Conacils,  see  that  this  is  a  plan  by  which 
the  snperflnity  of  public  houses  might  be 
pat  an  end  to,  and  that  Gentlemen 
opposite  hare  nothing  to  propose  to 
elect  that  object,  they  will  sustain  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  the  common- 
sense  of  the  country  will  adopt  their 
plan.  Of  course,  no  one  of  sane  mind 
supposes  that  we  are  going  to  do  away 
with  all  the  public  houses  of  the  countiy 
at  one  fell  swoop,  and  when  we  hear  of 
£250,000,000  being  spent  for  this  object 
it  is  hardly  possible  to  understand  how 
any  man  in  his  sober  senses  could  have 
made  such  a  suggestion  as  that.  Here, 
at  any  rate,  we  have  a  scheme  for  doing 
away  with  the  superfluity  of  public 
honaes,  and  I  believe  that  the  good  sense 
of  the  country  will  be  disposed  to  adopt 
tbst  scheme. 

(10.18.)  Mb.  SrORET  :The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  just  spoken  has  told  us  he 
represents  a  County  Council  of  Durham. 
I  also  have  the  honour  to  be  a  member 
of  the  County  Council  of  the  largest 
town  in  Durham,  and  when  the  hon. 
Member  says  that  if  we  do  not  adopt  this 
proposal  we  shall  have  to  reckon  with  our 
constituents,  I  reply  that  if  he  and  the 
County  Council  of  Durham  do  deal  with 
the  purchase  of  licences,  as  proposed  by 
this  Bill,  they  certainly  will  have  to 
reckon  with  their  constituents.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  the  necessity 
of  putting  down  the  superfluous  public 
hooaes,  but  I  would  remind  the  House 
that  he  is  Chairman  of  the  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  County  of  Durham,  and 
that  he  and  his  brother  Magistrates 
already  possess  the  power. 

•Mb.  WHARTON:    Not   in    Quarter 
SessionB. 

Mk.  storey  :  What  I  mean  is  that 
he  and  his  brother  Magistrates,  the 
Licensing  Justices  of  the  County,  have  at 


present  full  power  to  put  an  end  tcsuper- 
fluous  public  houses,  and  I  will  go 
further,  and  say  they  ought  to  do  this  if 
they  do  their  duty,  but  instead  of  this 
the  hon.  Gentleman  suggests  to  this 
Committee  that  money  ought  to  be 
provided  by  the  people  of  this  country 
to  enable  him  to  pay  for  the  extinction 
of  public  houses  which  he  and  his 
friends  ought  to  have  extinguished  them- 
selves. Speaking  of  the  Amendment 
before  the  Committee  I  cannot  deny 
that  if  it  be  carried  it  will  render  the 
Bill  inoperative,  that  is  to  say,  that  the 
money,  instead  of  being  used  by  the 
County  Councils,  will  be  tied  up  and 
suffered  to  accumulate  as  a  fund  to  be 
used  hereafter,  let  us  hope,  more  wisely. 
I  make  the  Government  this  free  admis- 
sion, but  I  want  them,  as  fair  minded 
men,  to  meet  me  on  this  gpnund  and  to 
consider  what  is  the  precise  amount  of 
loss  their  present  proposal  would  amount 
to,  because  by  ascertaining  that  we  shall 
ascertain  the  measure  of  what  my  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  pro- 
poses to  prevent  ns  from  doing,  because 
in  all  these  cases  we  must  argue  from 
the  means  we  possess.  In  Sunderland 
there  are  254  licensed  houses,  and  the 
Bill  would  enable  two  of  these  to  be  ex- 
tinguished per  annum,  but  there  is 
another  important  provision  in  the  Bill 
which  will  enable  us,  if  we  choose,  to 
borrow  money,  to  borrow  three  times 
the  amount  otherwise  placed  annually 
at  our  disposal  so  .as  to  put  an  end  to  a 
certain  additional  number.  Yes,  but 
under  that  additional  clause  we  shall  bo 
held  to  have  exhausted  our  power  until 
such  time  as  we  can  refund  the  whole 
amount  we  have  borrowed.  That  is  to 
say,  supposing  we  in  Sunderland  borrowed 
three  times  the  beggarly  amount  pro- 
posed to  be  given  annually  by  this  Bill, 
we shouldhavebeenattheend  uf  the  three 
years  able  to  have  extinguished  six  of 
the  254  licensed  houses,  leaving  us  still 
with  248.  That  is  the  full  measure  of 
the  power  proposed  to  be  conferred 
upon  us.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bradford  proposes  to  limit 
this  power  still  further  by  tying 
it  up  altogether,  the  difference  between 
my  right  hon.  Friend  and  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  mind  of  all  who  care  for 
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temperance  reform,  being  the  difference 
between  "  Tweedledam  and  tweedledee." 
But  I  support  the  Amendment  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend,  not  because  I  want 
nothing  to  be  done,  but  because  I  want  a 
great  deal  more  done,  and  I  can  see  in 
that  Amendment  a  common  sense  and 
reasonable  way  of  arriving  at  a  solution 
of  this  question.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  who  has  shown  himself  to 
be  a  practical,  shrewd,  and  liberal- 
minded,  man,  must  really  see  in  this 
Amendment  the  secret  of  the  success  of 
any  Minister  who  will  take  the  proposal 
up.  What  does  my  right  hon.  Friend 
suggest?  He  suggests  that  the  right, 
reasonable,  andfair  way  of  acquiring  funds 
for  the  baying  up  of  pubUc  houses  is  to 
tax  the  remaining  public  houses,  and  it 
is  because  the  Amendment  embodies  that 
principle  that  I  shall  support  it  in  the 
Division  Lobby.  His  proposal  means 
that,  if  we  buy  one  public  house,  the 
remaining  public  houses  ought  to  bear 
an  enhanced  Licence  Duty  sufficient  to 
pay  the  cost  of  the  purchase.  Take  a 
case  in  my  own  district.  Of  35  public 
houses,  28  belong  to  two  men.  Sup- 
pose the  Sunderkmd  Town  Council  put 
an  end  to  14  of  the  28.  Who  is  to 
benefit  7  You  may  say  the  public ;  doubt- 
less that  is  so,  but  who  else  benefits,) 
Clearly  the  two  brewers  who  own  the  28, 
and  who  then  will  own  the  H  left  of 
them,  first  of  all,  by  obtaining  a  sub- 
stantial sum  from  the  public  purse,  and, 
secondly,  because  the  whole  of  the 
business  that  used  -to  be  done  by 
28  houses  can  now  be  done  by  14, 
thereby  largely  reducing  their  annual 
expenditure  over  the  distribution  of  their 
drink.  Therefore,  I  shall  always  hold  that 
neither  this  Ministry,  which  I  do  not 
think  will  be  a  Ministry  very  long,  or 
any  which  may  hereafter  exist  can  settle 
this  thorny  problem  unless  they  provide 
in  some  way  that  will  be  just  to  decent 
people  who  have  invested  their  property 
in  this  business.  I  freely  admit  this,  the 
contention  being  who  is  to  make  the 
necessary  provision.  The  Gtovemment  say 
it  should  be  made  by  those  who  drink ;  I 
say  it  should  be  made  by  those  who  retain 
themonopolyof  the  saleof  drink.  My  right 
hon.  Friend's  Amendment  indicates  this 
solution  of  the  difficulty.  I  heartily 
concur  with  him,  and  shall  support  his 
Mr.  Storey 


Amendment.  When  I  first  saw  this 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  I  did  not 
think  it  so  valuable  as  1  now  think  it 
I  thought  it  rather  went  beyond  what 
is  reasonable,  but  this  afternoon's  trans- 
actions have  given  it  greater  importance. 
What  do  those  transactions  amount  tot 
Why  to  this,  that  the  (Jovemment 
either  have  promised,  or  mean  to  promise, 
a  Committee  to  consider  this  matter. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  ilitchie) 
shakes  his  head,  but  we  are  all  accus- 
tomed to  the  progressive  movements  d 
Governments.  Since  the  time  I  have  been 
in  this  House,  I  have  frequently  seen 
Ministers  promising  a  little  one  day  in 
order  that  they  might  promise  a  peti 
deal  another  day.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman knows  that  after  what  has  passed 
this  afternoon,  there  can  be  no  settle- 
ment of  this  question  until  it  has  been 
considered  by  a  Commitee.  My  right 
hon.  Friend's  Amendment  proposes  that 
the  money  offered  by  the  Bill  shall  be 
tied  up  and  held  until  such  time  as  Parlia- 
ment, after  due  deUberation,  and  after 
the  BiCport  of  the  proposed  Committee, 
shall  determine,  lliat  seems  to  me  an 
exceedingly  cautions  and  sensible  pro- 
posal, and  I  beg,  therefore,  to  give  it  my 
support. 

(10.28.)  Me.  LABOUCHERB:  I 
hope  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
deal  with  this  question  without  in- 
demnifying every  person  who  has 
invested  his  property  in  the  beer  traffic. 
I  do  not  agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  that 
every  shareholder  in  a  brewery  ought  to 
be  indemnified.  These  men  have  gone 
into  a  purely  speculative  business  and 
taken  their  chance,  and  if  they  are  un- 
successful, why  should  the  British 
taxpayer  be  called  upon  to  recoup  themt 

Me.  STOREY :  I  do  not  wish  my  hon. 
Friend  to  misunderstand  me.  There  are 
a  number  of  people  who  have  entered 
into  this  business  and  have  been  trained 
to  it,  and  others  who  have  inherited 
businesses  of  this  kind.  Before  this 
question  can  be  settled,  the  equitable 
claims  of  such  persons  will  have  to  be 
met,  but  my  point  is  that  such  compen- 
sation should  come,  not  from  tiie  public 
purse  but  from  the  remaining  licence- 
holders. 
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Mb.  LABOUCHESE  :  When  my  hon. 
Friend  speaks  of  the  inheritors  he  forgets 
that  the  persons  who  inherit,  inherit  the 
chances.  I  quite  agree  with  mj  hon. 
Friend  that,  perhaps,  some  small  com- 
passionate allowance  might  be  granted 
to  the  actual  occupier  or  licensee — that 
is  to  say,  I  would  not  give  it  myself,  bat 
if  I  found  some  GbTemment  proposing 
it  I  should  probably  move  an  Amend- 
ment gainst  it,  but  that  would  not  pre- 
vent me  voting  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  Bill.  I  must  certainly  support  the 
Amendment  on  its  merits.  There  are 
exceedingly  few  Amendments  proposed 
by  a  conscientious  Libeitd  and  opposed 
by  a  Conservative  Government  which 
wonld  not  have  me  for  a  supporter  in 
reference  to  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  I  not 
only  support  this  Amendment  on'  these 
general  principles  but  on  its  merits.  It 
is  most  desirable  that  there  should  be 
only  one  body  to  deal  with  the  whole 
matter  of  licences.  If  the  power  of 
licensing  remains  in  the  hands  of  the 
Magistrates  a  man  may  refuse  to  sell  to 
the  County  Council  save  at  an  excessive 
price.  But  if  the  County  Council  be 
made  the  Licensing  Authority  it  will  be 
able  to  point  out  to  the  man  that  if  he 
will  not  sell  at  a  reasonable  price  he  may 
not  get  a  renewal  at  all.  A  Committee 
is,  it  now  appears,  to  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  this  whole  question  of 
licensing.  The  only  possible  legislation 
will  be  to  vest  the  County  Councils  with 
the  Licensing  Authority.  They  will  then 
have  the  power  to  get  the  public  houses 
at  a  t&T  less  price  than  they  can  do  now 
when  the  publicans  can  fall  back  on  the 
Magistracy.  These  Magistrates  are  the 
most  objectionable  tribunal  in  the  world. 
Th^  are  a  Conservative  tribunal.  In 
abnost  every  case  the  Lords  Lieutenant 
are  Conservatives  jand  great  noblemen. 
One  or  two  of  them  are  Liberals,  and  in 
these  counties,  perhaps,  the  Magistracy  is 
better  than  in  other  counties.  We  know 
that  lately  the  brewers  have  made  an 
alliance  with  the  peers,  and  a  brewer  is 
now  almost  the  same  thing  as  a  peer. 
They  will  act,  as  they  have  acted,  together. 
The  whole  reason  why  this  Bill  is 
deemed  necessary  by  the  Government  is 
that  the  Magistrates  have  granted  an  ex- 
cessive number    of    licences    to    their 


friends.  We  may  estimate  that  they 
will,  without  any  regard  to  the  require- 
ments of  a  particular  place,  renew  the 
licences  year  after  year.  The  brewer 
will  say  to  the  County  Council,  "  I  really 
do  not  care  whether  you  refuse  my  house 
unless  you  give  me  an  enormous  sum 
for  it;  I  am  perfectly  safe  with  my 
friends  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the 
Magistrates."  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  think  it  would  be  far  wiser, 
from  a  Government  point  of  view,  to 
put  off  this  proposal  until  you  have 
made  the  renewer  of  the  licence  the 
same  authority  as  the  purchaser  of  the 
public  house.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  tolls 
us  that  he  is  actuated  by  so  desperate  a 
desire  to  render  this  country  temperate 
that  he  cannot  wait  for  another  year.  We 
all  know  that  that  is  mere  House  of 
Commons  talking.  Surely  he  can  wait  for 
another  year  in  order  to  deal  thoroughly 
with  the  subject.  It  is  true  it  does 
sound  somewhat  absurd  to  tax  the  people 
without  allowing  the  proceeds  of  the  tax 
to  be  expended  for  one  or  two  years. 
That,  however,  is  not  our  &ult.  The 
clause  that  enables  you  to  tax  and  to 
devote  the  tax  to  a  certain  purpose  has 
been  already  passed.  We  really  do  con- 
scientiously believe  that  the  best  thing 
will  be  to  put  off  the  expenditure  of 
this  money  until  the  Committee  has 
held  its  inquiry  and  presented  its  Re- 
port. 

(10.38.)  Mr.  J.  ELLIS  (Leices- 
tershire, BoBWorth) :  I  have  talked  this 
matter  over  with  Conservatives  and 
Liberal  Unionists,  as  well  as  Liberals,  in 
my  own  part  of  the  country,  and  I  have 
not  met  with  a  single  man  who  did  not 
condemn  the  present  mess  into  which 
the  Government  "have  got  themselves. 
Most  of  them  were  in  favour  of  a  com- 
promise, something  like  that  proposed 
in  the  present  Amendment.  They  said 
it  was  quite  impossible  for  the  Conniy 
Council  -to  make  use  of  the  powers  given 
them  \ry  this  Bill,  but  they  saw  a  wiser 
and  better  way  in  the  direction  hinted 
at  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sunderland 
(Mr.  Storey),  namely,  that  some  very 
moderate  amount  of  payment  should  be 
fixed  by  Parliament,  and  should  be  ob- 
tained by  raising  the  Licence  Duties.     I 
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do  not  believe  that  if  you  close  14 
public  hoTises  out  of  the  28,  as  much 
would  be  drunk  iu  the  remaining  14  as 
in  the  28.  But  the  14  would  be  better 
managed,  and  would  be  more  valuable, 
and  it  would  be  perfectly  fair  that  they 
should  pay  increased  taxation  in  order  to 
pay  at  a  moderate  rate  for  the  closing  of 
the  rest.  In  Leicestershire  the  publican 
'  no  longer  owns  his  public  house.  I,  for 
one,  will  do  all  I  can  not  only  to  stop  the 
Bill,  but  to  support  this  Amendment. 

(10.40.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  232;  Noes  199.— (Div.  List,  No 
138.) 

(10.58.)  The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  have 
some  doubt  whether  the  next  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper,  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon  (Mr.  Lloyd- 
Oeorge),  and  proposing  that  the  share  of 
the  money  apportioned  to  Wales  and 
Monmouth  shall  be  applied  for  such 
purposes  as  a  Joint  Committee  of  such 
counties  under  the  Local  Government 
(England  and  Wales)  Act,  1888,  may 
direct,  is  in  order,  especially  in  view  of 
an  Amendment  to  Clause  3  proposing 
that  the  money  payable  to  Scotland  shall 
be  put  under  the  control  of  the  Members 
representing  the  constituencies  of  Soot- 
land.  Tliat  Amendment,  however,  is 
clearly  out  of  order.  The  present  Amend- 
ment deals  with  an  organisation  already 
created,  and,  therefore,  I  think,  it  is  in 
order. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE:  On  the  question  of 
order,  Sir  [Crie$  of  "Order  "],  it  is  per- 
fectly true  that  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  of  1888,  Joint  Committees  are 
allowed  to  be  set  up  for  matters  which 
are  common  to  the  several  counties 
which  appoint  Joint  Cpmmittee.s ;  but  I 
venture  to  urge  upon  you,  Sir,  that  the 
Local  Government  Act  gives  no  counte- 
nance to  the  setting  up  of  Joint  Com- 
mittees with  special  reference  to 
a  matter  which  has  reference  to  th*)  whole 
of  the  counties  of  England  and  Wales. 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  :  Is  it  to  be 
understood,  ^ir,  that  we  are  to  arg^e 
your  ruling  1  Because,  if  so,  we  may 
spend  the  rest  of  the  evening  at  it.  I  sup- 
pose this  is  another  method  the  Govern- 
ment have  invented  for  saving  the  time 
J/r.  J.  Ellis 


of  the  House.  Unless,  Sir,  you  intimate 
that  that  is  to  be  the  course,  I  shall 
assume  that  your  decision  roles  the 
Debate. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  It  is  quite  in  order, 
and  it  is  the  habitual  practice,  to  sddi^ 
the  Chair  on  the  subject  of  its  decision. 
But  I  do  not  think  that  the  remarb  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  afEect  the  de- 
cision which  I  have  already  given. 

•(11.2.)  Mr.  S.  T.  EVANS  (Glamorg»ii- 
shire,  Mid)  :  In  the  absence  of  my  hos. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Carnarvon 
Boroughs  (Mr.  Lloyd-(3eorge)  I  b^  to 
propose  to  insert,  in  page  1,  line  19. 
after  the  word  "  mentioned  " — 

"  That  in  the  Counties  of  Wales  and  the 
County  of  Monmouth  bo  moob  of  such  mm  u 
shall,  under  the  provisions  hereinafter  con- 
tained, be  apportioned  to  the  said  nrenl 
counties  shall  be  applied  for  such  pnrposet  w  a 
Joint  Committee  of  such  counties,  nomiiuted 
under  the  81st  section  of  the  Local  Gorernmat 
(England  and  Wales)  Act,  1888,  may  direct." 

We  have  been  told  by  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  BUI  are  not  compulsory— 
in  other  words,  that  the  County  Conndis 
need  not  use  the  money  which  is 
allocated  to  Wales  for  the  purpose  the 
Government  have  iu  view.  We  have 
also  been  told  that  if  the  County  Connciis 
do  not  care  to  use  the  money  as  is  desirei 
the  money  will  not  be  lost  to  them,  bst 
that  it  will  stand  to  the  credit  of  the 
counties,  and,  in  fact,  be  hung  up  until 
Parliament  determines  what  application 
it  shall  have.  There  is  a  good  deal  of 
uncertainty  as  to  this  unfortunate  Bill 
It  is  uncertain  whether  it  is  bronght 
forward  in  the  interest  of  temperance,  or 
of  the  brewer  and  the  publican.  It  is 
uncertain,  say  the  Government,  whether 
the  Bill  involves  compensation  or  not; 
and,  from  what  has  been  said  to-night,  it 
is  uncertain  whether  a  Committee  is 
to  be  appointed  to  consider  the  whole 
question  of  licensing.  But  one  thing  is 
absolutely  certain  with  regard  to  Wales, 
and  that  is,  that  not  a  single  Conntj 
Council  in  the  whole  of  the  Principality, 
including  Monmouthshire,  will  use  the 
money  for  the  purpose  of  compensation 
for  licences.  That  being  so,  is  it  not 
better  to  provide  by  the  Bill  that  a  Joint 
Committee  of  the  whole  of  the  County 
Councils  in  the  Principality  shall  decide 
in  what  way  the  money  shall  be  applied 
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A  Joint  Ck>minittee,  consisting  of  Biepre- 
sentetiTes  of  all  the  Welsh  County 
Coancils,  will  be  an  important  hody,  and 
the  Honse  will  do  well  to  leave  to  their 
discretion — a  wise  discretion  I  am  sure 
it  will  be — the  application  of  the  funds. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  1,  line  19,  after  the  word  "men- 
tioned," to  insert  the  words  "and  in  the 
coaaties  of  Wales  and  the  county  Of  Mon> 
month  80  mnch  of  such  sum  as  shall,  under  the 
prorisions  hereinafter  contained,  be  appor- 
tioned to  the  said  several  counties  shall  be 
applied  for  snch  purposes  as  a  Joint  Committee 
of  such  counties,  nominated  under  the  eighty- 
flrst  Section  of  '  The  Local  Government  (Eng- 
land and  Wales)  Act,  1888,'  may  direct."— 
[Mr.  Samuel  £van$.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

•(1 1 .8)  Mb.  STUART  RENDEL(Mont- 
gomeiyshire)  :  I  hope  the  Government 
will  not  regard  this  Amendment  as  in  any 
sense  a  p^  on  which  to  hang  a  dilatory 
Debate.  It  has  been  introduced  with 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Welsh 
Liberal  Members,  and  has  the  approval 
of  the  vast  majority  of  the  Welsh 
people,  a  majority  far  exceeding  in 
number  the  constituents  who  return 
the  27  Liberal  Members,  a  majority 
which  includes  no  inconsiderable  pro- 
portion of  the  Conservative  element  in 
Wales.  I  shall  be  very  much  interested 
to  Bee  whether  any  Member  from  Wales 
who  sits  opposite  will  venture  to  rise  to 
oppose  the  Amendment.  The  case  of 
Wales  is  one  which  I  think  deserves 
some  separate  consideration  on  the  part 
of  the  Government.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  introduction  of  this  Bill  has  created 
a  fiur  more  profound  feeling  in  Wales, 
than  even  in  any  other  part  of  the  King- 
dom. The  intensity  of  the  feeling  must 
be  known  to  the  Government  by  the 
vast  number  of  Petitions  that  have  come 
np  from  every  quarter  of  Wales  on  the 
subject.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
Petitions  are  in  any  sense  manufactured  ; 
upon  the  face  of  them  they  bear 
every  evidence  of  spontaneity.  They 
represent  a  sincere  and  earnest  feeling 
quite  apart  from  politics.  They  come 
simultaneously  from  innumerable  small 
bodies  of  inen  scattered  throughout  all 
Wales,  acting  from  a  common  impulse. 


The  Representative  Bodies  in  Wales 
have  never  lost  an  opportunity  of 
solemnly  recording  their  disapproba- 
tion of  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I  would  point  out  that 
the  great  bulk  of  the  petitioners  have 
treated  this  Bill  as  one  introducing  the 
principle  of  compensation,  which  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board 
nevertheless  declares  not  to  be  found 
within  the  four  comers  of  the  Bill.  And 
I  would  ask  how  it  comes  that  this 
House  has  received  and  accepted  their 
Petitions  if  it  be  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  compensation  in  the  Bill?  The 
feeling  in  Wales  against  the  Bill  is,  of 
course,  mainly  directed  .against  what 
they  believe  to  be  the  principle  of 
compensation  contained  in  it,  and  it  is 
for  this  reason  that  it  is  impossible, 
as  was  most  truly  said  by  a  Welsh 
Member,  that  Wales  should  touch  this 
money  tf  it  is  to  be  applied  to  the  ex- 
tinction of  licences ;  they  reg^ard  it  as 
unclean.  It  is  not  only  the  Representa- 
tive Local  Bodies  of  minor  importance 
that  have  protested  against  the  Bill,  but 
even  the  County  Councils  have  lost  no 
opportunity  of  doing  so.  Such  of  the 
County  Councils  as  have  met  since  the 
introduction  of  the  Bill  have  recorded 
their  strong  disapproval  of  the  measure. 
I,  therefore,  appeal  to  the  Government  to 
consider  the  case  of  Wales  separately, 
on  the  ground  of  the  special  and  unani- 
mous feeling  of  Wales.  In  urging  this 
claim,  I  would  point  out  that  the  Uquor 
question  has  already  received  separate 
treatment  in  Wales.  The  Welsh  Sunday 
Closing  Act  was  a  tribute  of  this  House 
to  the  feeling  of  Wales  on  the  question 
of  temperance,  and  we  all  know  that  the 
Royal  Commission  appointed'  to  inqtiire 
into  the  working  of  the  Act,  instead  of 
as  some  hoped  barring  the  Act,  blessed 
the  Act,  not  so  much  on  the  ground  of 
experience  as  on  the  ground  of  the 
unanimity  of  the  feeling  of  the  Welsh 
people  in  favour  of  the  Act.  What  we 
ask  is,  that  Parliament,  having  already 
given  Wales  exceptional  and  special  legis 
lation  with  regard  to  the  liquor  traffic  in 
the  sense  of  restricting  it,  should  not  now 
offer  to  Wales  the  insult  of  proposing 
that  she  should  devote  her  share  of  this 
X350,000  to  giving  a  statutory  vested 
interest,  as  she  considers,  to  the  drink 
trade.      If  there  is  unanimity  in  Wales, 
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and  if  there  ia  precedent  for  the 
separate  treatment  of  Wales  in  regard 
to  the  liquor  traffic,  there  is  equal 
unanimity  with  regard  to  the  desirability 
of  spenduig  some  such  sum  as  this  in 
the  promotion  of  education,  and  equal 
precedent  for  the  separate  treatment  of 
Wales  in  the  matter  of  education. 
Parliament,  by  the  Act  which  I  had  the 
honour  of  introducing  last  Session,  has 
giren  Wales  the  separate  and  dis- 
tinguished right  of  levying  a  rate  in  aid 
of  intermediate  education,  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  if  the 
County  Councils  of  Wales  and  Mon- 
montluhire  became  entitled,  under  Sec- 
tion 81  of  the  Local  Goremment  Act,  to 
combine  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  form  in  which  this  money  shouid  be 
expended,  they  would  decide  it  should 
go  towards  intermediate  education.  I 
am  sorry  I  do  not  see  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Council  in  his  place,  because  he 
would  understand  what  it  would  mean  if 
Wales  could  only  have  the  £30,000  a 
■year  which  may  fall  to  her  out  of  this 
sum  for  the  purpose  of  education. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  question  of 
appropriating  the  money  to  the  purposes 
of  education  was  discussed  upon  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bothorham. 

*Mb.  STUART  RENDEL:  I  feel.  Sir, 
your  ruling  is  right.  •  I  am  sony  I  lost 
the  opportunity  I  frequently  sought,  of 
stating  these  views  on  the  Amendment 
of  my  hon.  Friend.  I  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
consider  how  unreasonable  it  is  to  say 
to  Wales,  Unless  you  use  this  money 
as  is  suggested  it  must  accumulate. 
Is  it  practical  or  business-like  to 
leave  the  destination  of  .the  money 
uncertain  ?  Why  not  at  once  determine 
the  destination  ?  Why  not  say  that  the 
disposal  of  the  money  shall  be  left  to 
the  County  Councils?  We  tell  you  if 
you  will  simply  give  the  money  to  the 
County  Councils  in  Wales  there  can  be 
no  doubt  they  will  use  it  in  a  manner 
which  is  not  only  in  accordance  with  their 
most  earnest  convictions,  but  is  in 
fartherance  of  the  policy  and  working 
of  an  Act  for  which  you  took  credit  in 
the  Queen's  Speech,  and  which,  I  believe, 
you  sincerely  desire  to  foster.  You  will 
Mr.  Stuart  Bendel 


avoid  giving  deep  pain  and  offence  to 
large  numbers  of  your  own  friends  in 
the  Principality.  You  will  be  acting  in 
accordance  with  adequate  precedents, 
and  you  will  be  promoting  the  Buccess  of 
an  important  Welsh  measure  which  yon. 
seek  to  claim  as  your  own. 

•(11.19.)  Me.  RITCHIE.:  Mr.  Courtney, 
after  the  expression  of  opinion  that  hag 
just  fallen  from  you,  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  answer  the  hon.  Member's  arguments 
as  to  the  propriety  of  devoting  this 
money  towards  the  advancement  of 
education  in  Wales.  I  object  to  the 
Amendment  on  two  grounds.  In  the 
first  place,  it  proposes  to  reverse  the 
decision  of  the  Committee  that  the  som 
of  £350,000  per  annum  should  be  applied 
for  the  extinction  of  licences  in  England. 
I  object  to  the  statement  that  Wales  is 
not  included  in  England. 

•Mb.  STUART  RENDEL:  I  believe 
we  passed  an  Act  last  Session,  in  which  it 
was  agreed  that  Wales  should  not  be 
included  in  England  unless  specifically 
named. 

•Me.  RITCHIE :  I  beg  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's pardon.  No  such  Act  was  ever 
passed,  and  if  any  such  proposal  had 
been  made  I  should  have  resisted  it  most 
strenuously.  Wales  was  included  in 
that  Act,  but  it  was  never  intended  that 
where  Wales  was  not  specifically  included 
it  should  be  excluded.  In  thsA  Act  we, 
no  doubt,  endeavoured  to  meet  the 
sentimental  desire  expressed  by  Mem- 
bers  for  Wales  that  "  Wales  "  should  be 
added  to  "England."  It  was  never 
contended  that  Wales  would  have  been 
excluded  if  the  name  had  not  been 
added.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  ai^ed 
at  the  time  that  without  any  mention  of 
Wales,  England,  by  statute,  included 
Wales.  My  second  objection  to  the 
Amendment  is,  that  it  proposes  .to  set  op 
a  sort  of  National  Council  in  Wales  for 
the  administration  of  this  money.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  you.  Sir,  have  felt  your- 
self completely  justified  in  allowing  this 
Amendment  to  be  put,  by  the  fact  that, 
under  the  Local  Government  Act, 
arrangements  were  made  by  ■which 
Joint  Committees  might  be  set  up,  and, 
although  I  am  not  objecting  to  your 
ruling,  I  would  point  out  that  the  pro- 
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posals  in  the  Local  GoTemmeut  Act  are 
TOij  diffsTent  in  connection  with  the 
establishment   of  Joint  Committees  to 
those  which  are  proposed  in  this  Amend- 
ment    What  was  proposed  in  the  Local 
Qorermnent  Act  was,  that  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee might  be  set  up  to  deal  with  any 
administrative    question,    such    as  the 
pollution  of  rivers,  which  was  common 
to  two    or    more  counties.     The   same 
provision    applied    to    England,  but  it 
ooold  never  be  contended  that  England 
could  set  up  a  Joint  Committee  of  all 
its  counties  for  the  purpose  of  disposing 
of  money  appropriated  to  England.     Nor 
ooold  it  be  contended  that  any  such  idea 
was  ever  in  the  mind  of  the  framers  of 
the  Act  of  1888,  or  in  the  mind  of  Parlia- 
ment when  the  Act  was  passed.   In  fact, 
if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  the  question 
arose  on  some  Amendment  which  was 
proposed  and  expressly  negatived  by  the 
House.     The  hon.  Member  said  it  was  an 
insult  to  Wales  to  hand  this  money  over 
to    the    Councils    for    the    purpose    of 
dealing  with  an  admitted  evil.     I  admit 
that  the  amount  is  not  sufficient  for  any 
large  purpose,  but  the  hon.  Member  can 
hardly  contend   that  the   placing  of  a 
sum  of    money  in    the   hands  of    the 
County   Councils  to  remedy  what  we 
consider  to  be  an  existing   evil,   is  an 
insult  to  Wales  or  its  County  Councils- 
Nothing  of  the  kind  was  ever  intended, 
and  it  is  the  greatest  straining  of  lan- 
guage to  say  that  it  was  so  intended. 
•(11.26.)    Mb.  BOWEN.  ROWLANDS 
(Cardiganshire) :  I  do  not    think    any . 
advantage  would  be  gtdned  by  discussing 
now  whether,  by  the  proper  interpreta- 
tion of  the   language    of  the  statutes, 
England   includes  Wales  or  not.    The 
question  is  whether  Wales  should  not  be 
excluded  from  that  which     we   regard 
as  a  series  of  most  baneful  provisions. 
Hi&erto  Wales  has  been  exceptionally 
treated,  and  especially  in  regard  to  the 
drink  troEBc.     I  do  not  myself  attach  any 
importance    to    the   use    of    the    word 
"  sentimental"     If  it  be  sentimental  on 
the  part  of  the  Welsh  people  to  desire  to 
enoourage  temperance,  or  to  enrol  them- 
selves in  the  ranks  of  those  who   wish 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    [thibd  sebibs.] 


to  stop  the  prc^ess  of  the  greatest  evil 
which  has    for  generations  cursed  this 
country,  then  I  say  that  what  you  call  sen- 
timentaUsm  is  a  thing  to  be  encouraged 
and  fostered.     That  such  a  feeling  does 
exist  is  {Proved  by  the  resolutions  arrived 
at  throughout  Wales,  and  the  unanimity  ' 
with  which  this  destructive   proposition 
is  condemned.     I    myself    presented   a 
Petition  to  this  House  from  the  Assembly 
representing  the  Calvinistic  Church,  some- 
thing like  250,000  or  300,000  persons. 
Since  then  I  have  poured  into  the  some- 
what reluctant  arms  of  the  right  hon. 
Gtentleman  Besolutions  and  Petitions  by 
the  score.     I  give  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man     credit    for    sincerity    when     h» 
says  this  Bill  was    introduced    in    the 
belief  that  it    would    meet    with    the 
approval  of  the  supporters  of  temperance 
in  the    country.     But    not    only   from 
teetotallers   but   from  all  who  take  an 
interest    in    tempenuice    reform    there 
came  an  unanimous  cry  of  disapprobatioa 
of  these  clauses,   and  we  have   had  an 
agreement  from  the   other  side  of  the 
House  in  that  disapprobation  expressed 
in  a  startling  manner 

The  CHAHIMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
must  direct  his  argument  to  the  special 
Amendment  before  the  Committee. 

•Mb.  B.  ROWLANDS :  I  bow  to  your 
ruling.  Sir,  of  course,  and  I  pass  on  to 
the  right  hon.  G«ntleman's  argument 
that  there  is  no  available  body  created 
by  statute  which  could  properly  bo 
entrusted  with  the  management  of  these 
funds.  He  was  obliged  to  confess,  and 
readily  did  so,  that  the  Joint  Committee, 
to  be  nominated  under  the  Local  Govern - 
ment  Bill,  was  not  for  such  a  purpose, 
but  was  intended  to  deal  with  such 
matters  as  the  pollution  of  rivers.  I  do 
not  know  what  led  him  to  think  that  a 
general  Council  or  Committee  would  be 
more  properly  exercised  in  dealing  with 
such  a  subject ;  there  is  no  language  in 
the  Bill  that  can  be  construed  into  such 
a  limitation. 
2  S 
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•Mb.  BITCHIE  :  As  an  illustration  of 
wliat  I  meant,  I  pointed  oat  that  when  it 
was  desired  to  form  a  Joint  Committee 
of  all  the  Councils  of  England  and  Wales 
they  had  to  come  to  Parliament  to  get 
express  statutory  powers  for  the  purpose. 

•Mb.  B.  ROWLANDS :  Such  statatory 
powers  as  this  Amendment  desires  we 
urge  the  Government  to  grant  The  point 
I  make  is  this,  that  the  Joint  Committee 
need  not  be  confined  to  objects  such  as 
the  right  hon.  Cbntleman  mentioned. 
Here  is  a  question  more  serious  than 
the  pollution  of  rivers,  a  gigantic 
moral  pollution  which  we  seek  to  avert 
and  we  appeal  to  the  Government  to 
assist  us  in  our  effort  by  allowing  County 
Councils  the  free  expression  of  their 
opinions  in  regard  to  the  application  of 
these  funds.  T^e  Government  are  in 
this  dilemma,  either  the  application  they 
propose  is  popular  in  Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire, or  it  is  not.  If  it  is  popular, 
then  there  will  be  no  question  of  the 
application  being  in  the  manner  the 
Government  desire.  If  the  feeling  is,  as 
we  know  it  is,  unanimous  against  the 
Government  proposal,  then  it  is  not  too 
much  to  ask  that  regard  shall  be  had  to 
oar  view,  and  that  one  more  concession 
shall  be  made  in  the  so-called  sentimental 
direction,  upon  the  principle  that  has  al- 
ready conceded  exclusive  legislation  for 
Wales.  Whatever  may  have  induced  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  conceive  that  this 
measure  was  introduced  in  the  interest 
of  temperance,  his  views  in  this  direction 
must  have  been  considerably  shaken, 
and  however  excusable  may  have  been 
their  introduction  of  this  Bill  into 
Parliament,  he  can  no  longer,  if  he  has 
eyes  to  see  and  ears  to  hear,  plead  any 
sufficient  excuse  for  continuing  to 
press  them  on  an  unwilUng  country. 
The  principle  of  separate  treatment 
for  Wales  has  already  been  conceded, 
and  particularly  in  regard  to  the  liquor 
traffic.  The  assertions  that  Welsh  opinion 
did  not    desir^    a  continuance  of    the 


Sunday  Closing  l^islation  were  eom- 
pletely  exploded  by  the  evidence  ItSi 
before  the  CommissioneiB.  The  distiod 
and  separate  treatment  d  Wales  in  that 
matter  has  been  completety  justified,  asd 
there  is  every  reason  for  carrying  the 
exemption  to  the  point  indicated  ^  the 
Amendment. 

•(1 1.35.)  Mb.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN 
Denbighshire,  E.):  The  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  opposes  the  Amendment  on 
two  grounds.  The  first  is  the  technical 
objectioQ  that  the  question  raised  ia  m 
judicata,  and  this  is  disposed  of  by  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair.  As  to  the  second 
objection  that  the  Amendment  amount! 
to  a  setting  up  of  a  National  Council  for 
Wales,  I  frankly  say  that  that  is  a  reascm 
upon  which  I  support  the  Amextdmoit 
n  ever  there  was  a  question  uponwhidi 
I  may  say  the  unsuumous  opinion  of  tlie 
Principality  has  been  expreaaed  it  ia 
this :  The  right  'hon.  Gentleman  talks  of 
the  pollution  of  rivers;  but  this  is  a 
question  of  the  moral  pollution  of  the 
whole  country  by  the  drink  traffic 
Welsh  opinion,  I  say,  is  practical^ 
unanimous.  I  -have  looked  tjirongh  the 
Division  List  upon  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Rotherham,  and  I 
find  only  two  Welsh  Members  voted 
against  it.  We  are  entitled  to  distinctzre 
treatment;  there  is  precedent  for  it  in 
the  Sunday  Closing  Bill.  The  (Sown- 
ment  systematically  disregard  the  widies 
of  a  whole  nation,  insisting  ap(m  giving 
us  what  we  do  not  want,  anid  withh^ding 
what  we  want.  With  or  without  tbia 
Amendment,  I  venture  to  say  there  ia 
not  a  County  Council  in  Wales  will  tonoh 
this  money  for  the  purpose  the  QcsntOr 
ment  propose ;  it  will  simply  acoumolate. 
The  Government  are  trying  to  drive  this 
Bill  through  the  House  by  dwindling 
majorities ;  is  it  wise  in  the  faoe  of  the 
expression  of  an  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  Welsh  people  to  force  this  legialation 
down  our  throats?  I  do  not  think  the 
Division  list  will  show  any  Welsli 
Member  supporting  the  Gh>vemnient  on 
this  occasion. 

•(11.37.)  Mb.  BRYN  ROBERTS 
(Carnarvon,  Eifion)  :  There  is  no  part  of 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentieman 
the  resident  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  with  which  I  can  agree,  but  thew 
was  one  portion  of  the  speedt  wUih 
struck  me   with,  surprise   and 
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iMnt.  I  liad  elyrsye  thought  it  especiallj 
■Qa  dti^  of  Membera  on  the  Minifiteml 
4iS»  utd  of  Members  on  thAt  Front 
Benoh  to  snpport  the  decimon  of  the 
Ohair. 
Tmi  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order ! 
•Mb.  BRTN  ROBERTS :  Well,  Sir,  I 
trill  simply  say  that  no  argument  is 
needed  to  meet  the  first  point  of  objec- 
tion raised  hy  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
nimely,  that  this  Amendment  amoTrnts 
io  a  revision  d  a  Division  already 
arrived  at,  itaasmnch  as  yon.  Sir,  have 
raled  the  Amendment  in  order.  Then 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  say 
that  the  setting  np  of  saoh  a  council 
-was  never  contemplated  by  the  statnte 
passed  in  1888.  Bat  I  apprehend  what 
was  contemplated  mnst  be  gathered 
from  the  statute  itself.  I  do  not  find 
'  Hat,  the  objects  are  specified  for  which 
the  council  is  set  up.  °  If  this  is  not  an 
administrative  question  that  is  common 
to  all  the  Welsh  counties  I  would  like 
to  know  what  is.  It  relates  to  the 
-applicatim  of  money  wnich  has  been 
verted  for  the  benefit  of  particular 
looalitiefl,  and  it  is  as  much  an  adminis- 
trative question  as  the  pollution  of 
liTera.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  attempted  to  meet  any  of  the  argu- 
ments advanced  from  this  side  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment.  He  has  not 
questioned,  orreferred  to,  the  universality 
of  tiie  feeling  in  Wales.  Let  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  consult  his  own  Welsh 
supporters.  Will  any  Welsh  Conserva- 
tivB  Member  get  up  and  support  the 
applioflition  of  this  money  as  proposed  by 
ibis  Government?  Let  bim  take  the 
feeling  of  the  Conservative  Ptuty  in 
Wales.  He  may  choose  to  disregard  the 
views  of  the  Radical  and  Libend  Party, 
hot  let  him  take  any  section  in  the 
PrindpaUty — excluding  the  publicans, 
who  aie  pecuniarily  interested — and 
he  will  find  them  in  fevour  of 
sodi  an  Amendment  as  this.  Indeed, 
I  do  not  think  a  single  Welsh  Oon- 
wrvative  Member  can  be  found  who 
will  support  the  Government  proposal, 
laiannonate  education,  I  may  remind 
ibit  OoDunittee,  is  not  the  only  ^temative 
object  to  which  the  money  could  be 
devoted.  The  Amendment  does  not 
defino  the  alternative,  but  simply  au- 
thorises such  purposes  as  may  be  agreed 
iqxm  hy  tite  Joint  Committee  of    the 


County  Councils  of  Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire. It  is  a  safe  and  a  truly 
Conservative  proposal.  In  his  own 
county  of  Carnarvonshire,  and  in  Angle- 
sea,  there  is  a  strong  feeling  as  to  the 
heavy  burden  which  the  abolition  of 
turnpikes  threw,  upon  the  County 
Councils,  and  the  money  might  be 
applied  to  lessen  the  weight  of  that 
burden.  With  respect  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  Wales  in  the  matter  of  education. 
Some  counties,  Denbighshire  and  Mon- 
mouthshire, hAve  very  liberal  endow- 
ment, and  would  not  have  much 
necessity  to  resort  to  the  powers 
proposed  to  be  conferred  by  this 
Amendment,  in  order  to  eke  out  the 
funds  of  the  County  Committees  under 
the  Education  Act ;  such  counties  would 
by  this  Amendment  be  enabled  to  apply 
some  of  the  money  not  there  needed  for 
Intermediate  Education  towards  the  re- 
lief of  the  heavy  burden  of  the  main- 
tenance of  roads.  The  CK)Temment 
admitted  this  burden,  and  the  tae- 
oessity  of  relief,  by  introducing  the 
Van  and  Wheel  Tax ;  but  other  counties 
suffer  greatly  from  the  insufficiency 
of  funds,  and  this  Amendment  would 
remove  the  grievance.  I  would  urge  on 
the  Government  that  they  will  gain 
considerable  credit  by  accepting  this 
Amendment.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  the  chief  desire  of  every  Conserva- 
tive Member  on  the  Benches  opposite 
is'  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty  created  by 
this  Bill  without  discredit  to  the  Govern- 
ment. The  general  feeling  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  is  that  this  Bill  has  been  a 
mistake  ;  but  by  adopting  the  Amend- 
ment the  Government  will  derive  some 
credit  from  it,  and  at  the  same  time  con- 
fer a  benefit  on  the  people  of  Wales. 
No  injury  will  be  done  to  anyone  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Amendment.  Certainly 
the  publican  will  not  be  injured.  Not  a 
single  County  Council  in  Wales  will 
touch  the  money  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended by  the  Bill,  and  the  publican 
will  not  be  injured  by  its  application  to 
othdr  objects. 

•Mr.  BnoBn  rose  in  his  placer,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Qtiestion  be 
now  pui" 
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(11.60.)  The  Gonmuttoe  diyided:^ 
Ares  261  ;  Noes  206.— (Dir.  List,  No. 
139.) 

Qaestion  put  accordingly, "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

(12.10.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  204  j  Noes  249.— (Div.  List,  No. 
140.) 

It  being  after  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Cimr  to  make  his  report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  ait 
again  to-morrow. 

ANOLKSET  ASSIZES  AND  QUART  BE 

SESSIONS  BILL.— (No.  348.) 
Bill,  as  amended,  considered ;  Amend- 
ments made. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

TREES  aBELAND)  BILL.— (No.  70.) 
Dk.  TANNER:  May  I  ask  the  hon. 

Member    for  South     Antrim    does   he 

persist  in  his  Amendment  ? 

Mb.    MACARTNEY :  Yes;  I  r^ret 

to  say  I  must  do  so. 

Gonunittee  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

POOE  LAW  (IRELAND)  RATING  BILL. 

(No.  149.) 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 

NEW  LICENCES  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
(No.  249.) 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Several  hon.  Mbubbbs  :  I  object. 

Mr.  T.  M.  ECEALY  :  I  submit,  as  a 
matter  of  order,  that  the  proper  course  for 
hon.  Members  who  object  is  to  move 
thjit  Progress  be  reported. 
•Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  It 
would  be  a  mere  farce  for  me  to  leave 
the  Chair  merely  to  walk  back  again. 

Committee  deferred  till  to-morrow. 
POSTPONEMENT   OF  MOTION. 

BAST  INDIA  (CIVIL  SERVANTS.) 
Mb.  .  A.    O'CONNOR :    There    is    a 
Motion 'Btahdibg  in   the   name   of    the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  J.  Oorst),  as  to 
the  inquiry  into  the  fall  in  the  value  of 
the  rupee  and  the  pensions  of  East  India 
(Civil  Servants.) 

Mb.  JACKSON :  It  is  postponed. 

Mb.  a.  O'CONNOR:  This  Motion  is 
put  on  the  Paper,  and  is  passed  over 
night  after  night  without  intimation. 

Order  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

MOTION. 


bimova£   tebhs    (sootlahd)   act  (1886) 

AKENBUIin'  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Mark  Stewart,  Bill  to 
amend  "The  Removal  Temu  (Scotland)  Act, 
1886,"  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Huk 
Stewart,  Mr.  Arthur  Elliot,  Mr.  Mtrjaribanb, 
and  Mr.  Thorbunu 

Bill  preeeated,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  ia.\ 


LOCAL  TAXATION  ACCOUNT,  1889-M. 

Copy  ordered — 

"  Of  Return  showing  the  total  amount  of 
the  Local  Taxation  Licences  and  Probate  Daty 
Otant  paid  into  the  Local  Tazatien  Account  in 
respect  of  the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1890,  and  the  amounts  paid  oot  ot 
that  Account  to,  or  on  behalf  of,  the  Gannoil 
of  each  AdministratiTe  County  and  Coonty 
Borough,  in  respect  of  the  same  financial  year." 
— (Jfr.  Long.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [Na 
226.] 

WEST  INDIA  MAIL  CONTRACT. 

Copy  ordered — 

■'  Of  the  Contract  dated  the  15th  day  «( 
May,  1890,  with  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Fadtt 
Company  for  the  conveyance  of  Mails  to  tlie 
West  Indies,  together  with  a  Copy  of  tlit 
Treasury  Minute  relating  thereto."— .(ifr./sdk- 
ton.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  h 
upon  the  Tibbie,  and  to  be  printed.  [Na 
227.] 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minnt* 
before  One  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday,  17th  Juni,  1890. 


HIS  BOrAL  IIIOEUTESS  TOB  DUKB  OF 
CLARENCE  AND  AVONDALK'S  PLACE 
IN  THIS  HOUSE. 

Committee  for  Privileges  met.  The 
matter  with  which  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbary  acqaainted  the  House,  bj  Her 
Majesty's  command,  relating  to  the  place 
which  His  Royal  Highness  the  Dnke  of 
Clarence  and  Avondale  should  occupy  in 
this  House,  also  the  Statute  of  the  31st 
of  Kii^  Henry  the  Eighth,  for  placing  of 
the  Lords,  and  also  the  entries  in  the 
Journals  of  this  House  of  the  22nd  and 
24th  of  April,  1760,  in  the  matter  of  the 
recommendation  from  His  Majesty  King 
George  the  Second,  relating  to  His 
Miajesty's  grandson,  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  York's  place'  in  this  House, 
considered ;  and,  a  Resolution  thereon 
being  agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  the 
said  Resolution  ordered  to  be  reported  to 
the  House. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 

COMMITTEE  OF   SELECTION    FOR 
STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Report  from.  That  the  Committee  have 
added  the  Lord  President  (F.  Crard>rook) 
to  the  Standing  Committee  for  General 
Bills  for  the  consideration  of  the  Custody 
of  Children  Bill,  and  the  Protection  of 
Children  Bill,  and  have  added  the  Earl 
of  Selbome  to  the  said  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  the  consideration  of  the 
Custody  of  Children  BiU,  in  the  place  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  in  chaise 
of  the  Bill,  now  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, under  Standing  Order  No. 
XLYH.,  and  have  added  the  Earl  of 
Selbome  to  the  said  Standing  Committee 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Protection  of 
ChUdren  Bill,  in  the  place  of  the  Lord 
Chaworth  {E.  Meath),  the  Lord  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  now  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  under  the  said  Standing 
Order ;  and  the  Committee  have  added 
the  Earl  of  Eimberley  to  the  Standing 
Committee  for  Bills  relating  to  Law,  &c., 

VOL  CCCXLV,       [thibd  series.] 


for  the  consideration  of  the  Offences 
Committed  Abroad  BiU ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

HIS  ROTAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF 
CLARENCE  AND  AVONDALE'S  PLACE 
IN  THIS  HOUSE. 

Report  from  the  Committee  for  Pri- 
vileges, that  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Clarence  and  Avondale  has 
place  and  precedence  in  this  House  next 
after  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Connaught  and  Strathearn,  and  before 
His  Royal  Highness.the  Duke  of  Albany, 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  Great  Seal,  the  Archbishop  of 
York,  the  Lord  President  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Privy  Council,  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  and  all  other  Dukes,  and  that  Her 
Majesty  may  direct  His  said  Royal 
Highness  to  be  placed  in  a  chair  or  seat, 
to  be  prepared  for  him,  on  the  left  hand 
of  the  Cloth  of  Estate,  if  such  shall  be 
Her  Royal  pleasure  ;  made,  and  agreed 
to ;  and  resolved  and  adjudged  accord- 
ingly;  and  Resolution  and  Judgment 
to  be  laid  before  Her  Majesty  by  the 
Lords  with  White  Staves :  Ordered,  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  for 
Privileges  be  printed.     (No.  124.) 

TECHNICAL  SCHOOLS  ACT,  1689. 
QUESTION — OBSEEVATIONS . 

Lord  NORTON :  My  Lords,  I  beg  to 
put  a  question  to  the  noble  Viscount  the 
President  of  the  Council.  I  have  had  a 
notice  on  the  Paper  for  some  time  to 
move  for  a  Return  of  what  has  been 
done  under  the  Technical  Schools  Act  of 
last  Session.  I  beg  to  ask  the  noble 
Viscount  whether  that  information  can 
now  be  given  1 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  op  thb 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Ceanbeook)  :  In 
reply  to  the  question  .which  has 
been  asked  by  the  noble  Lord,  I  beg  to 
point  out  that,  as  far  as  we  are  acquainted 
with  it  in  the  Science  and  Art  Department, 
the  information  is  contained  in  the  Repoi  t 
just  published.  I  think  my  noble 
Friend  will  find  it  at  page  43. 
2  T 
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BUILDINGS   IN  THE   METROPOLIS— 
£L&N£EY  MANSIONS. 

QUESTION 0B8EEVATI0NS. 

Viscount  HARDINGE  :  My  Lords,  I 
wish  to  put  a  question  to  mj  noble 
Friend  who  answers  for  the  Office  of 
Works  in  this  Honite.  I  assnme  that 
none  of  your  Lordships  are  very  much 
enamoured  of  a  building,  which  we  all 
know,  and  which  generaily  goes  by  the 
name  of  the  Hankey  Mansions.  To  my 
mind,  it  is  one  of  the  most  unsightly 
erections  that  this  Metropolis  can  boast  of. 
It  is  one  of  those  eyesores  that  now 
meet  one  at  every  turn.  The  view  from 
Buddbgham  Palace,  walking  south,  is 
one  of  the  best  views  in  the  Park,  and 
even  tibat  view  is  marred,  to  a  certain 
extent,  by  some  high  buildings  erected 
in  the  rear  of  the  War  Office.  There 
seems,  really,  my  Lords,  to  be  a  sort  of 
mania  for  building  these  very  high 
houses.  No  doubt,  they  are  very  profit- 
able speculations ;  but  that  is  no  reason,  I 
think,  why  speculative  builders  should 
be  allowed  to  spoil  the  appearance  of  the 
MetiTopolis.  Then  we  have  what  are 
called  the  Albert  Gate  Mansions — those 
very  high  buildings  which  have  been 
erected  at  Albert  Gate.  Let  me  tell 
your  Lordships  what  took  place  with 
regard  to  that.  Mr.  Plunket,  finding 
that  these  buildings  might  be  run 
up  to  any  enormous  height,  considered,  I 
am  told,  that  the  only  way  he  could 
prevent  it  was  by  theatismng  to  build  a 
wall  in  front  of  the  windows.  In  that 
case,  I  believe,  he  succeeded  to  a  certain 
extent,  and  they  were  stopped.  Still,  to 
my  mind,  they  are  even  now  of  an  inordi- 
nate height  —  quite  an  unnecessary 
height.  Then  there  are  the  buildings 
at  the  comer  of  Piccadilly  and  Arlington 
street,  which  shut  out  light  and  air  from 
many  of  the  surrounding  buildings. 
Again,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  the 
buildings  on  the  Thames  Embejikment 
are  unnecessarily  high  ;  they  dwarf  all 
the  public  buildings  and  the  Banqueting 
Hall  adjacent.  Then,  my  Lords,  oven  if  we 
design  a  War  Office,  it  seems  we  cannot 
design  it  without  having  an  enormous 
tower  erected,  which  would  dwarf  all 
the  buildings  in  Trafalgar  Square.  Now, 
I  think,  the  time  has  arrived  when  some- 
thing should  be  done  in  a  legislative 
direction  to  stop  these  enormously  high 
buildings.     Since  giving  notice  of  this 


questionlhavebeen  informed  by  theSecre- 
tary  of  the  Open  Spaces  Committee  tliat 
last  year  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  Member  for 
Chelsea,  brought  in  a  Bill  to  limit  the 
height  of  these  houses.  That  Bill,  an- 
fortunately  from  press  of  business  and 
other  causes,  lapsed ;  but  this  year  tlie 
same  Association  has  induced  the  County 
Council  to  insert  a  clause  in  their  Gene- 
ral Powers  Bill  limiting  the  height  in 
future  of  all  street  houses.  The  clause 
in  the  Bill  is  to  the  following  effect  :— 

"  No  buildisK  shall  be  eracted  of  a  greater 
height  than  70  feet  withoat  the  coixent  m 
writing  of  the  Council." 

And  then  the  clause  goes  on  to  enact 
ceftain  pains  and  penalties  for  violating 
that  provision.  I  do  not  know  whether 
this  is  a  private  or  a  public  Bill,  audi  do 
not  know  what  stage  the  BiU  has  reached 
in  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  but  it 
strikes  me  very  strongly  that  a  question 
of  this  importance  ought  not  to  be  dealt 
with  in  a  private  BiU.  It  is  impossible 
to  say  what  may  be  done  with  a  private 
Bill  when  clauses  have  to  be  considered. 
I  must  express  my  humble  opinion  that 
upon  such  a  question  as  this  it  would  be 
much  more  satisfactory  if  the  Govem- 
ment  would  take  up  the  question  and 
bring  in  a  short  Bill  which  would  efiect 
the  desired  object.  I  do  not  wish  t» 
dwell  upon  the  clauses  in  this  Bill,  be- 
cause it  might  be  irregular,  as  the  Bill  is 
not  before  your  Lordships'  House ;  but, 
looking  to  the  probability  of  the  improve- 
ments in  Great  George  Street  and  in 
other  streets  and  the  possibility  of  our 
having  other  similar  buildings,  I  am 
anxious  that'  some  legislation  should 
take  place  before  another  lot  of  Hankey 
Mansions  be  erected  in  this  Metropolis. 
I  hope  my  noble  Friend  will  not  IooIl 
upon  my  question  in  an  un&vourable 
light,  but  that  he  will  give  the  House 
some  sort  of  assurance  that  his  Depart- 
ment will  lend  its  aid  to  the  promotion  of 
what  I  think  a  very  useful  and  necessaiy 
piece  of  legislation. 

•Lord  HBNNIKBR:  My  Lords,  »t 
the  outset  I  will  say  that  I  warmly 
sympathise  with  my  noble  Friend  the 
noble  Viscount  who  has  just  sat  down, 
in  what  he  has  said  about  these  hideons 
buildings  that  are  defacing  London  at  the 

? resent  moment ;  but,  at  the  same  tine, 
must  tell  him  that  the  Office  of  Works 
has  no  power  to  deal  with  these  high 
buildings.      At   present  they  have  no 
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more  power  to  do  so  than  any  one  of  jour 
Lordships  orany  memberof  the  publicwho 
may  pass  down  Birdcage  Walk,  near  the 
building  which  the  noble  Viscount  has 
described.  Of  course,  that  bnilding  is 
not  very  good-looking  alongside  the 
Wellington  Barracks,  but  I  may  tell 
the  noble  Viscount  and  your  Lordships 
that  Wellington  Barracks  are  not  under 
the  OfiBce  of  Works  at  all.  They  are 
under  the  War  Office,  and,  therefore,  this 
particular  building  to  which  he  has 
referred  does  not  interfere  with  any 
building  under  the  Office  of  Woiks. 
But,  of  course,  my  Lords,  these  high 
buildings  do  very  much  affect  the  Office 
of  Works  indirectly,  because  undoubtedly 
they  do  not  improve  the  look  of  the  Parks 
and  the  buildings  which  ara  under 
the  control  of  the  Office.  My  Lords, 
this  is  really  a  question  for  the  County 
Council,  as  the  noble  Visoount  has 
said ;  it  is  not  a  question  for  the  Office 
of  Works  to  deal  with,  or  on  which  even 
to  initiate  l^pslation  ;  but  all  I  can  say 
is  this :  that  if  by  the  wisdom  of  Parlia- 
ment legislation  is  promoted  and  brought 
to  an  end  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  there 
will  be  no  one  who  will  welcome  the 
power  to  prevent  the  defacing  with 
these  buildings  of  London,  the  parks,  and 
the  buildings  under  the  Office  of 
Works,  than  the  First  Commissioner 
and  those  who  act  with  him.  1  am 
sorry  I  can  give  the  noble  Viscount  no 
other  information,  bat  I  can  assure  him 
that  if  he  can  do  anything  to  oany  out 
what  he  wishes  he  will  receive  the 
warm  support  of  the  Office  of  Works. 

FACTOBS  (SCOTLAND)  (No.  2)  BILL. 
(No.  108.) 

Bead  2*  (according  to  order\  and 
committed  to  the  Standing  Committee 
for  Bills  relating  to  Law,  &c. 

EDUCATION  OF  BLIND  AND  DEAF- 
MUTE  CHILDREN  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
(No.  123.) 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order) ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

ANGLESEY  ASSIZES  AND  QUARTEB 
SESSIONS  BILL.— (No.  126.) 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read 
1',  and  to  be  printed. 


KEW  AND  PETERSHAM   VICARAGR 

BILL.— (No.  77.) 
MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL.-(No.  no.) 
Reported    from    the  Standing;  Com- 
mittee for  General  Bills  without  Amend- 
ment ;  and  re-committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before 

Six  o'clock,  to  Thursday  next,  a 

quarter  past  Tea  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OP    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  17th  June,  1890. 


QUESTIONS. 


ADMIRALTY— UNDER-MANNING  OF 
SHIPS. 

Mr.  COX  (Clar«,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
some  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  of  war  are 
so  undermanned  in  the  Engineering  De- 
partment that,  in  an  engagement,  it- 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  draft 
men  from  the  guns  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency, in  order  to  secure  the  full  steam- 
ing power  of  the  engines  ? 

The  FIEOT  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTr  (Lord  Q.  Hamiltost,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  No ;  such  is  not  the  case. 
The  complement  is  amply  sufficient  to- 
secure  the  full  steaming  power  of  the 
engines.  If  the  maximnm  speed  were 
maintained  for  a  long  period  help  might- 
be  required  from  deck  hands  to  assist  in 
trimming  coal. 

THE  ROYAL  NAVAL  RESERVE. 

Mb.  round  (Essex,  N.E.,  Harwich)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty if  he  is  aware  of  the  growth  of 
the  maritime  population  in  the  towns 
and  villages  upon  the  River  Colne ;  and 
whether  he  will  provide  some  station  in 
the  locality  where  facilities  coald  be 
granted  for  training  for  the  Royal  Navy 
or  for  entering  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  7 

LOED  Q.  HAMILTON :  The  Admiralty 

are   making  inquiries  as  to  whether  a 

suitable  site  for  a  drill  battery  can  be 

obtained  in  the  locality  in  question ;  and 
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also  as  to  the  number  of  seafaring  men 
who  would  probably  avail  themselves  of 
the  facilities  for  training  that  might  be 
so  afforded. 

SEWBRAOE  WORKS  FOR  HARROW 
WEALD. 

Mr.  COBB  (Warwick,  N.E.,  Rugbj)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether,  referring  to 
the  promise  which  he  gave  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Bng%  Division  (Mr. 
Cobb)  on  the  20th  of  August  last,  and 
to  the  determination  which  he  expressed 
in  reply  to  the  same  hon.  Member  on 
the  18th  of  February  last  that  something 
should  be  done  as  to  the  sewerage  works 
for  Harrow  Weald,  he  can  now  state 
whether  there  is  any  probability  of  any- 
thing being  done  ;  and,  if  so,  when  ;  and 
whether,  if  the  delay  is  continued,  he 
will  direct  some  steps  to  be  taken  to  com- 
pel the  Hendon  Bnial  Sanitary  Authority 
to  proceed  to  execute  the  works  ? 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  RrrcniE, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  Since  my 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Rugby 
Division,  I  have  repeatedly  pressed  the 
Sanitary  Authority  with  reference  to  the 
provision  of  the  sewerage  works  for 
Harrow  Weald.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
state  that  the  Sanitary  Authority  have 
now  succeeded  in  their  negotiations  for 
the  purchase  of  eight  acres  of  land  for 
purposes  of  sewage  disposal,  and  that 
they  have  applied  for  sanction  to  a  loan 
of  £3,500  in  connection  with  the  cost  of 
purchase  and  the  execution  of  the  neces- 
sary works.  It  is  requisite,  however, 
that  the  Board  should  be  furnished  with 
plans  of  the  works  proposed,  and  I  am 
informed  that  plans  and  sections  will  be 
laid  before  the  authorities  at  their 
meeting  to-day. 

Me.  COBB  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  plans  were  laid  before 
the  Local  Authority  12  months  ago? 

Mk.  RITCHIE:  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  is  so  or  not ;  but  a  loan  is 
now  being  applied  for  in  order  that  the 
works  may  be  carried  out. 

RAILWAYS  IN  INDIA. 
Mk.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  can  state  to 
the  House  the  nature  of,  or  whether  he 
will  lay  Papers  upon  the  Table  showing 
Lord  G.  Hamilton 


the  various  proposals  made  during  the 
past  12  months,  to  or  by  the  Secretory 
of  State  in  Council,  and  to  or  by  the 
Government  of  India,  and  to  either,  by 
any  other  persons  in  relation  to  particu- 
lar railways  in  India,  or  in  relation  to 
any  gpeneral  scheme  of  Indian  Railway 
finance,  together  with  any  corres- 
pondence thereon  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOB  INDIA  (Sir  J.  Goest,  Chatham;: 
My  noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
is  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient  to 
give  the  Papers  asked  for  in  the  question, 
nor  would  it  be  convenient  or  practicable 
to  do  so.  He  wishes  me  to  suggest  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  matter  on 
the  statement  in  connection  with  the 
Indian  Bndget. 

Me.  BRADLAUGH:  I  beg  to  give 
notice  to  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  that 
if  he  does  not  lay  these  Papers  on  the 
Table  before  the  discussion  of  the  Indian 
Bndget  takes  place  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty  to  submit  to  the  House  a  summary 
of  the  proposab  made  to  the  Government, 
with  the  criticisms  of  the  Government 
of  India  upon  them. 

RAJAH  BROOKE. 
Me.  NORRIS  (Tower  Hamlets,  Lime- 
house)  :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  A£Eairs  if  it  is 
a  fact  that  Rajah  Brooke  has  seized  a 
large  part  of  the  Independent  State  of 
Brunei,  against  the  wishes  of  the  lawful 
Sovereign  of  the  State ;  and,  if  so,  has 
Rajah  Brooke  broken  the  agreement 
made  between  the  Sultan  of  Brunei  and 
Her  Majesty's  Gktvemment,  also  his  own 
agreement  with  the  Sultan ;  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  received 
a  strong  protest  from  the  Sultan  of 
Brunei,  informing  them  that  Rajah 
Brooke  has  interfered  with  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  State  of  Brunei,  and  thereby 
violated  the  terms  of  the  agreement 
between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and 
His  Highness,  dated  17th  September, 
1888  ;  and  if  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  take  steps  to  insure  that  their 
Treaty  with  the  Sultan  shall  be  respected, 
and  if  they  will  award  compensation  for 
any  losses  suffered  by  the  Sultan  in  any 
breach  of  such  Treaty  % 
•TheUNDER  SECRETARYof  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  J.  Fee- 
oussox,  Manchester,  N.E.) :  Rajah  Brooke 
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hiks  annexed  the  Limbang  District,  which 
traa  nominally  under  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  Saltan  of  Brunei,  though  his 
authority  over  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  recognised  by  the  inlmbitants  for 
some  years.  The  annexation  is  subject 
to  the  approval  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. The  Sultan  of  Brunei  has  pro- 
tested. We  are  not  yet  in  possession  of 
sufBcient  information  to  enable  me  to 
make  any  statement  as  to  the  course 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  may 
feel  bound  to  take  in  the  matter. 

FISHING  IN  THE  LOWER  HOPE. 
Mb.  BAZLEr- white  (Gravesend) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  has  received  a 
Memorial  from  the  fishermen  of  Graves- 
end,  praying  that  boats  from  Greenwich 
and  Blackwall  may  be  prevented  from 
fishing  in  the  Lower  Hope  with  illegal 
nets,  called  "stobard  nets,"  by  which 
the  fry  and  spawn  of  all  kinds  of  fish 
are  destroyed,  and  the  livelihood  of  the 
fishermen  taken  away  ;  also  that  sewer- 
age matter  may  be  prevented  from  being 
brought  down,  the  river  and  deposited 
at  the  entrance  by  the  stearnships 
Barking  and  Bazalgette,  whereby  great 
harm  is  done  to  the  fishing ;  and 
whether  the  Board  of  Trade  will  take 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  re- 
move the  nuisance  complained  of  1 

•The  president  of  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  I  have  received  the  Memorial  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  in  which 
complaint  is  made  of  the  use  of  stow 
bo  it  nets,  and  the  deposit  of  sewage  in 
a  part  of  the  River  Thames  which  is 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy.  A  copy  of  the  Memorial 
was  forwarded  to  the  Conservators,  who 
have  replied  that  instructions  have  been 
given  to  their  Harbour  Master  to  care- 
fully watch  and  report  all  cases  of  a 
breach  of  their  bye-laws. 

TREATMENT  OF  PRISONERS  IN 
MOROCCO. 
Mb.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  will  cause  our 
Minister  in  Morocco,  Sir  W.  Kirby 
Green,  to  make  representations  to  the 
Sultan  in  order  to  alleviate  the  alleged 


ill-treatment  of  the  prisoners  confined  in 
the  prisons  at  Tangiers  and  Tetnan? 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  attention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Minister  has  been 
already  called  to  the  subject,  Euid  he  has 
authority  to  make  representations  re- 
specting the  state  of  the  prisons  to  the 
Moorish  Government  whenever  he  sees 
any  prospect  of  doing  so  with  success. 
I  regret  to  say  that,  according  to  his 
latest  Report  on  the  question,  he  had 
found  that  dipbmatic  representations 
were  ineffectual  to  abate  the  evils  com- 
plained of. 

FLASH  SIGNALS— ADMIRAL  COLOMB'S 
INVENTION. 

Mb.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON:  I  h^ 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  Copies  of  all  letters,  agree- 
ments, and  receipts  given  by  Admiral 
Colomb,  relating  to  his  inven^on  of  the 
Flash  Signals  ? 

LOBD  G.  HAMILTON  :  As  the  ques- 
tion of  this  ofiBcer's  services  in  the  intro- 
duction into  the  Navy  of  the  system  of 
flashing  signals  is  still  under  considera- 
tion, it  would  be  inexpedient  to  present 
to  Parliament  at  the  present  time  any 
Papers  on  the  subject. 

EGYPTIAN  LOAN. 
Me.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secrettuy  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  will  ascertain 
from  the  Financial  Adviser  of  the 
Egyptian  Government  the  amount  of 
commission  paid  to  Messrs.  Rothschild 
and  Sons  for  issuing  the  new  Egyptian 
3^  per  Cent.  Loan  ? 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :  This  is  a  matter 
entirely  within  the  discretion  of  the 
Egyptian  Government. 

MORELL'S  CHARITY. 
Mb.  PICKEESGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  :  .1  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Penrith  Division  of  Cumberland 
(Mr.  J.  W.Lowther)  whether  the  Charity 
Commissioners  have,  since  the  date  of 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
the  City  Livery  Companies,  in  1884, 
dealt  with  Morell's  Charity  of  the  Gold- 
smiths' Company ;  and,  if  so,  in  what 
way,  both  genemlly  and  with  special 
reference  to  30  acres  of  land  at  Barking, 
part  of  the  corpus  of  the  Charity  t 
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•Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHEB  (Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  The  Charity  Commissioners 
are  taking  pnxseedings  tor  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  scheme.  The  scheme 
does  not  deal  with  the  land  at  Barking. 

CIVIL  ESTABLISHMENTS. 
Mb.  PICKEBSOILL:   I  beg  to  ask 

the  Chancellorof  the  Exchequer  whether, 
in  view  of  the  great  inconvenience  which 
is  occasioned  in  the  several  Public  Depart- 
ments by  the  existence  of  vacancies  in 
t^e  staff,  and  the  stagnation  of  promo- 
tion which  has  occurred  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Bojal  Commission  on  Civil 
Establishments,  the  Treasury  will  ex- 
pedite the  settlement  of  the  various 
establishment  questions  now  under  their 
oonsideration,  and  sanction  the  promo- 
tion of  those  clerks  of  the  Second  Division 
who  have  already  been  recommended  by 
the  Heads  of  their  Departments  under  the 
new  Begnlations  set  forth  in  the  i-ecent 
Ti-easury  Minutes  and  the  Order  in 
Council  ? 
•The  CHANCELLOR  or  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  GoscHBN,^t.  George's,  Han- 
over Square) :  The  Treasury  has  been 
busily  engaged  upon  these  questions, 
and  material  progress  has  been  made 
towards  their  settlement.  But  the  reduc- 
tion of  various  establishments  to  a  fixed 
cadre,  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Boya]  Commission,  is 
a  matter  concerning  which  a  great 
variety  of  opinions  may  be  "legitimately 
expressed,  and  which  demands  the  most 
careful  adjustment.  The  promotion  of 
Second  Division  clerks  to  the  upper  class 
in  that  Division  and  to  stafE  posts,  must 
necessarily  depend  on  the  schemes 
adopted  for  the  entire  Departments,  as  it 
is  these  schemes  which  will  determine 
the  classification  and  distribution  of  the 
work. 

THE  LADIES'  GALLERY. 
Me.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longfofd.  N)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  what  is  the  height  from  ground 
floor  of  the  House  to  the  Committee 
Booms  and  the  Ladies  Gallery,  and 
would  it  be  possible  to  put  up  a  lift  or 
lifts  for  the  convenience  of  Members  and 
of  ladies  visiting  the  House  i 
•The  first  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Pltoket,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  find  that  the  height  of  this 
building,  from  the  ground  floor  to  the 


Committee  Rooms,  is  39ft.  Sin.  It  would 
be  possible  to  introduce  into  the  stair- 
c&se  leading  to  the  Ladies'  Gallery  a  small 
lift  to  contain  three  people,  but  it  would 
be  an  expensive  undertaJcing. 

Sib  G.  CAMPBELL  (Kirkcaldy,  Ac.)  : 
Is  there  not  already  a  lift  for  coals,  and 
could  not  the  ladies  be  substituted  for 
coals? 

•Mb.  PLTJNKBT:  Such  a  lift  does 
exist,  and  it  certainly  could  be  used  either 
for  the  ladies  or  the  coals ;  but  I  think 
it  would  be  very  di£Bcult  to  combine  the 
two.  I  can  give  no  undertaking  at 
present. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  During  the  re- 
cess will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in- 
quire into  the  matter  t 

•Mr.  PLUNKET  :  I  have  no  objection 
to  do  that. 

Mb.  LENG  (Dundee)  :  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  obtained  any  estimate  of 
the  cost  1 

•Mb.  PLUNKET:  No,  Sir. 

THE  CORPORATION  OF  NEWCASTLE- 
UNDER-LYMB. 

Mb.  6RADLAUGH :  I  b%  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  he  can  fix  an  early  date 
for  the  holding  of  the  promised  inquiiy 
into  the  way  in  which  the  Corporation  dt 
Newcastle-under-Lyme  have  expended 
the  proceeds  of  a  loan  of  .£23,624, 
originally  borrowed  for  certain  specific 
purposes,  several  of  which  have  not  been 
carried  out;  whether,  when  an  urban 
Sanitary  Authority  borrows  money  under 
the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  that  Board  has  any  control  which 
will  enable  it  to  secure  that  the  money 
is  expended  for  the  purposes  for  which 
it  is  borrowed ;  and  whether  such  autho- 
rities are  under  statutory  or  other  obliga- 
tion to  publish  to  the  ratepayers  any 
accounts  which  will  show  how  the  pro- 
ceeds of  loans  are  expended  and  from 
time  to  time  otherwise  dealt  with  f 

Mb.  RITCHIE:  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  received  a  communica- 
tion from  one  of  the  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Newcastle-nnder-Lyme,  in 
which  it  is  alleged  that  certain  monies 
which  have  been  raised  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Board  have  not  been 
wholly  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which 
the  loan  was  sanctioned.  The  Board  hare 
forwarded  a  copy  of  the  communication 
as  regards  these  allegations  to  the  Town 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1129        The  Metropolitan  f  Jum  17, 1890} 


Police. 


IISO 


Gonnoil,  bat  hare  not  yet  received  their 
reply.  The  Board  have  been  informed 
of  a  farther  propoeal  of  the  Town  Goancil 
to  borrow.  No  sanction  to  a  farther  loon 
will  be  given  withoat  a  local  inquiry,  and 
at  that  inquiry  the  question  as  to  the 
appropriation  of  the  proposed  loon  will 
be  considered.  In  the  case  of  Local 
Boards  and  other  authorities,  whose 
accounts  are  subject  to  the  audit  of  the 
District  Auditors,  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  Auditor  to  satisfy  himself  that 
monies  borrowed  for  a  particular  purpose 
axe  applied  to  that  purpose.  In  the 
case,  however,  of  a  Municipal  Corpora- 
turn  the  accounts  are  not  audited  by  the 
Auditors  appointed  by  the  Board.  [Jnder 
Section  233  of  the  Municipal  Goipora- 
dons  Act,  1882,  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
are  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  Cooncil, 
and  an  abstract  of  these  accounts  is  to  be 
open  to  the  inspection  of  all  the  rate- 
payers of  the  borough,  and  copies  thereof 
are  to  be  delivered  to  ratepayers  on  payr 
ment  of  a  reasonable  price.  These  pro- 
visions are  made  applicable  to  the 
accounts  of  a  Town  Conncil  acting  as  an 
Urban  Authority  by  Section  246  of  the 
Public  Health  Act. 

Me.  BRADLAUQH  :  Am  I  to  under- 
Atand  that  an  inquiry  will  be  made  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  satisfied 
in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
money  has  been  expended  1 

Mb.  RITCHIB  :  The  inquiry  I  have 
spoken  of  would  be  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
circumstances  connected  with  a  further 
application  for  a  loan.  In  regard  to  all 
applications  for  power  to  raise  money  by 
loan  an  inquiry  is  held ;  but  1  have 
pointed  out  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  no  power  to  appoint  Auditors. 
They  do  not  possess  the  same  control 
over  the  expenditure  of  money  in  the 
<!ase  of  Corporations  as  they  do  in  the 
case  of  Local  Boards. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  U  the  appU(»- 
tion  for  a  farther  loan  is  not  persisted  in 
have  tha  Local  Government  Board  no 
authority  to  inquire  as  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  money  already  borrowed  t 

Mb.  RITCHIE:  No.  Sir;  we  have 
no  authority ;  none. 

WAR  OFFICE  C0NTEACT8— BAYONETS. 
Me.  HANBURY  (Praston)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  for  War 
what  contracts  and  for  what  total  number 
of '  bayonets    have     been    made    with 


Messrs.  Wilkinson,  and  what  number  of 
bayonets  have  been  delivered  under 
such  contracts ;  whether,  subsequent  to 
the  respective  contracts  or  any  of  them 
being  originally  made,  any  alterations 
were  made  in  the  shape  of  the  bayonets 
or  the  test  to  which  they  were  to  be 
submitted ;  and  whether  the  short 
bayonets  or  knives  now  being  used  with 
the  new  magazine  rifle  are  those  for 
which  the  first  contract  was  given  to 
Messrs.  Wilkinson  t 

Thb  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  Bbodbick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  Only  one  contract  has  been 
made  with  Messrs.  Wilkinson  for 
bayonets,  namely,  for  150,000.  Originally 
they  were  to  have  been  of  the  pattern 
known  as  the  Enfield  Afartini,  1877, 
and  to  a  specification  dated  September, 
1888;  42,000  were  made  under  this 
order.  In  September,  1889,  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  remaining  108,000  should 
be  made  of  the  1888  pattern,  and  to  a 
revised  specification,  which  was  sent  to 
the  contractors  on  November  11,  1889. 
These  are  the  short  bayonets  used  with 
the  magazine  rifie,  for  which  the  test 
naturally  differs  from  that  of  the  longer 
weapon  of  the  1887  pattern.  Con- 
sequently, the  bayonets  ordered  in  1889 
are  not  those  for  which  the  original 
contract  was  made. 

Me.  H  anbury  :  In  the  new  contract 
was  the  price  altered  I 

Mb.  BRODRICK:  I  believe  there 
was  some  alteration  in  the  price. 

THE  METROPOLITAN  POLICE. 

Me.  PIOKERSGILL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  Metropolitan  Police  submitted 
an  estimate  of  £138  for  gratuities  to 
the  police  who  performed  extra  duty,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  granted  JEIOO 
only,  and,  inconsequence,  the  allowances 
have  had  to  be  reduced  below  the  usual 
scale ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say  why  the 
usual  course  has  not  been  followed ! 

Me.  G.  BRCJCE  (Finsbury,  Holbom) 
also  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  Police  Order  quoted 
in  the  Daily  Telegrctph,  of  Saturday  last, 
relating  to  the  grant  of  refreshment 
allowances  or  gratuities  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Force ;    whether  it  is  the  &ct  that  the 
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police  hare  been  deprived  of  the  usual 
refreshment  allowance  to  which  they  are 
entitled  under  the  Rules ;  what  is  the 
Rule  goTeminff  the  grant  of  refreshment 
allowances,  and  was  the  claim,  in  respect 
of  which  the  j£100  (mentioned  in  the 
Order)  was  given,  made  under  that  Rule  ; 
have  any  other  payments  of  that  charac- 
ter been  made ;  and  whether  any 
steps  have  been  taken  to  mitigate  the 
pressure  of  exceptional  work  falling 
upon  officers  and  men  of  the  Police 
Force? 

Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  (West- 
minster) :  I  have  also  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  witii 
reference  to  the  grants  of  refreshment 
allowancesor  gratuities  to  the  Metropolitan 
Police  for  extra  service  in  times  of 
emergency,  whether  the  sum  of  £138 
represented  the  allowances,  calculated  on 
the  usual  scale  for  the  extra  work  done 
by  the  police  during  the  recent  gas 
and  dock  strikes ;  whether  that  sum 
was  reduced  to  £100;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  this  reduction  has  caused 
great  discontent  amongst  the  men,  and 
whether  he  will  explain  his  reasons  for 
the  reduction  i* 

•The  secretary  op  STATE  foe 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
MirrHEWS,  Birmingham,  E.):  I  will 
answer  the  questions  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bethnal  Green  (Mr.  Pickersgill), 
and  my  hon.  Friends  the  Members  for 
Westminster  (Mr.  Burdett-Contts),  and 
Holbom  (Mr.  G.  Bmce),  numbered  26 
and  28,  at  the  same  time.  Refreshment 
allowances  are  governed  by  the  Regula- 
tions of  the  Police  Force,  and  are  allow- 
ances for  expenses  incurred,  subject  to 
two  conditions,  namely,  that  a  man  has 
been  on  duty  over  nine  hours  continu- 
ously, and  that  he  was  on  duty  too  far 
from  his  home  or  Division  to  return  for 
meals.  This  refreshment  allowance  has 
never  been  refused,  and  has  never  been 
reduced  in  any  case  which  comes  within 
the  Rules.  liist  September  the  Commis- 
sioner asked  that  the  refreshment 
allowance  should  be  granted  to  men  who 
were  not  entitled  to  it,  because  they  had 
not  f nMled  the  conditions  laid  down  in 
the  Rules,  but  who  had  done  extra  duty 
or  had  suffered  loss  of  leave  in  connection 
with  meetings  in  Hyde  Park,  and  these 
demands  were  made  on  several  occasions. 
They  involved  the  principle  that  the 
poUoe  had  an  equitable  right  to  be  paid 
Mr.  G.  Bruce 


for  loss  of  leave  or  for  overtime  beyond 
their  usual  spell  of  eight  hours'  duty. 
This  principle   has  not   hitherto   been 
admitted  in  the  administraticn  of  the 
police.     It  appears  to  me  contrary  to  the 
terms  on  which  the  police  are  employed. 
It   carries   with   it   the   consequence  of 
payment    for   all   overtime    beyond   an 
eight  hours' day.     1  did  not  feel  justified 
in  allowing  this  novel  claim.     But  whilst 
I  declined  to  grant  a  refreshment  allow- 
ance,   which    had  not    been  earned,  I 
awarded  in  recognition  of  the  zeal  and 
good  services  of  the  pohoe  a  round  sum 
of  £100,  to  be  distributed  by  the  Com- 
missioner at  his  discretion  among  thoss 
men  who  had  been  most  inconvenienced 
by  exti-a  work  or  loss  of  leave.    The 
Commissioner  asked  that  this  gratuity 
might  be   increased  to    £138,   on   the 
ground  that  £138  would  enable  him  to 
grant  the  refreshment   allowance,  which 
I  had  just  declined  to  allow  as  unsound  in 
principle,  and  contrary  to  the  Rules.  I  had 
bad  no  previous  estimate  of  this  amonni 
I  declined  this  application.     This  was  in 
February  last.     No  distribution  of  the 
£100  gratuity  was  made  till  the  13th 
inst. ;  and  the  distribution,  contrary  t« 
my  intention,   is    not   on   the   basis  of 
rewards  for  exceptional  hardship,  but  ci 
the  basis  of  a  reduced  refreshment  allow- 
ance.    It  is  very  possible  that   discoa- 
tent  has  been  caused  by  the  manner  in 
which  this  gift  has  been  distributed.  On 
May  28,  i  awarded  another  gratuity  ot 
£200  for  extra  work  done  by  the  poUce 
on  other  occasions  when    the   refresh- 
ment allowance  had  not  been  earned. 
Altogether,  I  have  distributed  in  gratui- 
ties  of  this  kind,   beyond  and  outside 
the  Rules  governing  refreshment  allow- 
ances, over  £900  since  July  last.     I  also, 
in  December  last,  sanctioned  the  substan- 
tial increase  of  1,000  men  to  the  Police 
Force,  largely  with  the  view  of  mitigating 
the  pressure  of  exceptional  work  falling 
upon  officers  and  men,   and    my   desire 
has  alwajs  been  to  treat  the  Force  with 
consideration  and  liberality,  and  to  recog- 
nise, so  far  as  I  could,  the  zeal  and  devo- 
tion displayed  by  the  Metropolitan  Police 
of  all  ranks. 

Mk.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.): 
How  many  of  the  1,000  men  have  been 
already  added  ? 

*Mk.  MATTHEWS :  If  I  am  to  answer 
the  question  with  perfect  accxaacj  I 
must  ask  for  notice.    The  increase  was 
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Buictioned  in  December  last,  and  is  to  be 
made  at  the  rate  of  100  men  a  month. 
Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Is  that  the 
increase  which  was  sanctioned  by  the 
right  hen.  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  W. 
Uftrcourt)? 

•Me.  MATTHEWS:  No;  it  was  sanc- 
tioned by  me  in  December  last. 

Me.  E.  HARRINGTON  (Kerry,  W.) : 
I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
to  confer  with  the  Chief  Secretary  in 
order  to  see  how  English  money  is  spent 
npon  the  police  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUAaT  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  When  will  the  question  of  the 
addition  to  the  Police  Force,  and  the 
consequent  provision  of  expense,  be 
brought  before  the  House  ? 
•Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  afraid  I 
must  ask  for  notice  of  that  question.  It 
will  not  be  in  the  Vote  this  year. 

Mb.  STUART:  Am  I  to  understand 
that  this  House  has  no  Toice  as  to  the 
number  of  the  police  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  AU  I  intended  to 
say  was  that  no  Vote  of  the  House  will 
be  asked  for  in  order  to  meet  the 
expense. 

Me.  JAMES  STUART :  Then  how  is 
the  expense  to  be  met  ? 

Me.  MATTHEWS:  Out  of  the  in- 
come of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Fund. 

Mk.  JAMES  STUART :  Is  it  not  the 
case  that  the  income  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  Fund  was  not  too  much  in  the  past 
year ;  and  how  is  it  to  be  made  sufficient 
to  meet  th^  necessities  of  more  police- 
men? 

Me.  MATTHEWS:  On  the  Police 
Vote  the  fullest  explanation  will  be  given 
to  the  House. 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby) :  Do  I 
understand  the  Secretary  of  State  to  say 
that  no  Vote  is  going  to  be  taken  this 
•year  in  the  Estimates  for  the  sum  which 
is  to  be  paid  out  of  public  money  for  the 
Metropolitan  Police  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  Certainly. 
Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  :  Is  it  intended 
to  bring  forward  the  Police  Vote  at  such 
a  time  that  the  House  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  it  ? 
•The  FIRST  LORD  or  the  TREA- 
SURY {Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Strand,  West- 
minster): The  Police  Vote  will  be 
brought  forward  on  an  early  day. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL  :  May  I  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment whether,  before  the    Second 


Reading  of  the  Police  Bill  is  taken,  he 
would  publish  the  fixed  scale  (within  the 
meaning  of  Clause  3)  which  he  proposed 
to  adopt  for  ordinary  pensions  in  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Force. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  Publication  of  the 
scale  at  the  present  time  would  be 
premature.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  say 
that  it  is  my  intention,  if  the  Bill  passes 
in  its  present  shape,  to  adopt  the 
maximum  scale  in  the  schedule  as  the 
scale  for  ordinary  pensions  in  the  Metro- 
politan PoHce  Force,  and  not  to  prescribe 
any  limit  of  age  as  a  qualification  of  the 
right  to  claim  pension  after  25  years' 
service. 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL. 
Captaik  price  (Devonport):  I  b^ 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
when  the  Greenwich  Hospital  Accounts 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members ;  and 
whether  any  opportunity  will  be  afforded 
for  their  discussion  ? 
•LOBD  G.  HAMII/rON  :  On  the  20th 
June.  The  usual  facilities  in  discussing 
Estimates  will  be  offered. 

SHEERNESS  DOCKS. 
Me.  H.  KNATCHBULL-HUGESSBN 
(Kent,  Faversham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
steps  are  being  taken,  or  will  be  taken, 
to  enlarge  the  docks  at  Sheerness,  so  as 
to  obviate  the  necessity  for  large  ships 
having  to  go  to  Chatham  } 

•LoBD  G.  HAMILTON :  The  Admiralty 
are  at  the  present  time  considering  a 
suggestion  to  lengthen  one  of  the  docks 
at  Sheerness  for  accommodating  vessels 
of  a  certain  class,  as  it  is  proposed  by 
the  present  Board  of  Admiralty  to  build 
vessels  of  a  larger  size  at  Sheerness  thaxk 
have  hitherto  been  constructed  there. 

CONSTITUTION  HILL. 
Captain  VERNEY  (Bucks,  N.) :  I  b^ 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether,  in  view  of  the  experience 
gained  of  the  traffic  on  Constitution  Hill 
during  the  height  of  the  season,  this 
road  can  now  be  thrown  open  to  cyclists  Y 

Mb.  PLUNKET  :  I  have  not  received 
any  official  Report  on  the  subject;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  volume  of  traffic 
on  Constitution  Hill  is  steadily  in- 
creasing. 
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THE  SCIENCE  AND  ART  DEPABTMENT. 
Mb.  J.  WII^ON  (Lanark,  Govan): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Edu- 
cation whether  a  Circular  has  been 
issued  hj  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment, to  the  effect  that  in  future  no 
pupil  on  the  register  of  an  elementary 
flchool  can  be  examined  in  science  by 
that  Department ;  whether  he  ia  aware 
that  several  School  Boards  in  Scotland 
have,  on  the  strength  of  encouragement 
held  out  to  them  by  the  Department, 
incurred  considerable  expense  in  pro- 
viding laboratories  and  apparatus,  as  well 
as  teaching  power,  all  o{  which  will, 
under  the  new  conditions  imposed  by 
the  Circular  referred  to,  be  rendered 
useless;  and  whether,  in  the  circum- 
stances, the  Department  will  withdraw 
the  conditions  imposed  by  the  said 
Circular  so  far,  at  least,  as  it  refers  to 
Scotland  f 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplarj  :  May  I  ask  whether 
the  Minute  in  question  will  apply  equally 
to  Board  Schools  in  England  ?    « 

Tot  vice  PBJBSIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Habt  Drat,  Kent, 
Dartford) :  The  Circular  in  question  was 
issued  to  check  the  duplication  of  pay- 
ments caused  by  the  overlapping  of  the 
functions  of  the  Education  Departments 
in  the  three  Kingdoms  and  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment ;  but  representations  having  been 
made  to  me  that  paragraph  2  of  the 
Circular  will  have  a  detrimental  effect 
upon  science  instruction  in  many  schools, 
I  am  considering  the  possibility  of  sub- 
stituting for  the  rule  there  laid  down 
some  regulation  which,  without  being 
open  to  the  same  exception,  vrill  promote 
•  the  object  we  have  in  view. 

Db.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.):  Will  a 
similar  Bnle  apply  to  Ireland  ? 

Sib  W.  HAttT  DYKE :  I  must  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  be  good  enough 
to  put  the  question  down. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  SERVANTS. 
Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne): I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral whether  the  East  Central  letters  of 
the  French  Mail,  which  arrived  on 
Saturday  night  at  6.40,  and  should 
have  g^ne   out    by    the  8.15    delivery 


the  same  night,  were  stiU  in  the  ofi&oe 
on  Sunday  night ;  whether  the  block  in 
the  East  Central  Office  on  Saturday 
night  was  as  great  as  is  usually  the 
case  at  Christmas  time ;  and  what  is  the 
cause  of  such  unusual  pressure  t  I  have 
to  ask,  further,  whether  it  has  been 
reported  to  him  that  on  Friday  last,  oa. 
the  Western  District,  postmen  who 
should  h^ve  finished  their  delivery  at 
4.20,  and  be  on  duty  again  at  5.20,  only 
finished  their  delivery  at  5.40,  and  were 
then  deprived  of  their  usual  time  allow- 
ance for  tea ;  whether  such  delay  was 
caused  by  the  non-arrival  in  due  time  d 
the  district  bags  from  the  Central  Office ; 
and  what  was  the  cause  of  such  delay ; 
whether  it  is  the  case  that  a  lai^ 
quantity  of  circulars  which  were  re- 
oeived  at  the  General  Post  Office  on  the 
18th  instant  were  not  despatched  till 
10  a.m.  on  Monday  the  16th  instant; 
whether,  in  consequence,  the  usual  10.20 
a.m.  delivery  was  delayed  fully  half-an- 
hour ;  wiiether  a  special  staff  was  asked 
to  work  on  all  through  Saturday  night ; 
and  whether,  in  the  ordinary  course, 
such  circulars  would  have  gone  out  on 
Saturday  morning  1  I  have  also  to  ask 
how  much  has  been  expended  at  ^ 
E.C.  and  W.  District  Post  Offices  in  pay- 
ment for  extra  duty  caused  hj  &e 
suspension  of  postmen  at  those  offices 
for  attending  a  Trade  Union  meeting  on 
the  16th  May  ;  and  why  the  letters  bjr 
the  Dutch  nuul  arriving  at  8.15  a.m.  on 
Saturday  and  Monday  were  not  delivered 
until  between  11.30  and  12.45  ;  whether 
this  was  two  hours  beyond  the  usual  and 
proper  time  ;  and  whether  he  can  take 
steps  to  prevent  this  delay,  which  canses 
great  inconvenience  to  business  men  in 
the  City? 

.The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
RUKES,  Cambridge  University):  To 
questions  Nos.  29,  30,  31,  and  33  iiie 
answer  is,  in  each  case.  There  is  no  foun- 
dation fov  the  statements  suggested.  To 
question  32  the  answer  is  £5  68.  6d. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE :  The  answer  of 
the  right  hon.  G}entleman  is  the  same 
which  he  gave  me  two  or  three  days 
ago.  I  should  like  to  ask  him  on  wlwt 
authority  he  makes  the  statement  that 
there  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  these 
allegations?  I  can  only  say  that  the 
information  has  been  supplied  to  me  on 
the  very  highest  aathorily. 
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•Mb.  E4JKES  :  I  have  made  the  state 
ment  on  the  best  official  information  I 
coald  obtain  at  the  Post  Office. 

Me.  CONYBEARE:  I  wish  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
will  state  the  number  of  postmen  who 
had  a  part  of  their  wages  forfeited  for 
attending  a  Trade  Union  meeting  on  16th 
May,  the  ordinary  weekly  wage  of  the 
men,  and  the  total  amoont  forfeited  ? 
•Me.  RAIKES  :  Thirty  one ;  but  three 
haring  given  satisfactory  assnrances  for 
their  good  behavionr,  the  punishment 
in  their  case  has  been  remitted.  The 
wages  of  the  men  ranged  from  IBs.  to 
338.  The  total  amount  forfeited  cannot 
be  stated  at  present  or  until  it  be  known 
how  many  of  the  men,  besides  those  who 
hare  already  done  so,  are  prepared  to 
give  satisfactory  assurances  for  their 
good  behaviour. 

Me.  CONTBEARE  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  state  what  are  the  satis- 
factory assurances  these  men  have 
given  t 

*Me.  RAIKES:  They  have  given  their 
word,  which  I  regard  as  a  satisfactory 
assnranoe. 

Mb.  WDfTBRBOTHAM  (Gloucester, 
Cirencester) :  Do,  the  Regulations  apply 
to  the  superior  officers  as  well  as  the 
working  men  t 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master General  if  he  will  state  whether 
the  persons  he  sent  to  obtain,  or  from 
whom  he  did  obtain,  the  names  and  num- 
bers of  the  men  who  attended  the  meeting 
on  Clerken  well  Green  on  16th  May,  have 
reported  some  men  as  being  at  that 
meeting  who  were  not  there ;  and 
whether  the  officers  who  performed  this 
work  were  the  ordinary  overseers  or 
assistant  overseers,  or  whether  they  were 
from  the  Confidential  or  Criminal  In- 
vestigation Department? 
•Mb.  RAIKES  :  It  is  the  fact  that  some 
of  the  men  who  were  reported  as  being 
at  the  meeting  on  Clerkenwell  Qreen  on 
the  16th  May  have  stated  that  they 
were  not  there,  or  that  they  happened  to 
be  passing  on  their  way  without  any 
intention  of  attending  the  meeting.  In 
all  such  cases  the  assurances  of  the  men 
have  been  accepted.  The  officers  em- 
ployed were  of  various  grades,  and  did 
not  belong  to  the  Confidential  Inquiry 
Branch. 


Mb.  C.  GRAHAM:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  Mr.  Baynor, 
assistant  or  second  class  overseer,  and 
Mr.  Birch,  foreman  porter,  at  the 
Western  District  Post  Office,  were 
sent  to  Cavendish  Square  on  16th  May 
to  take  the  names  and  numbers  of 
the  postmen  who  assembled  there  for  a 
Trades  Union  procession  ;  whether  these 
gentlemen  went  on  their  own  respon- 
sibility ;  and,  in  either  case,  whether 
their  information  was  made  use  of; 
whether,  in  consequence, '  Mr.  Baynor 
lost  all  control  over  his  subordinates, 
and  had  to  be  removed  to  a '  new 
position ;  and  whether  such  officials  will 
be  BO  employed  in  future  ? 

•Me.  RAIKES :  I  have  to  say  that  the 
officers  employed  on  this  occasion  acted 
under  the  instructions  of  their  official 
superiors.  It  would  therefore  serve  no 
useful  purpose  to  mention  the  names  of 
individuals  so  employed.  Mr.  Raynor 
has  been  removed  to  a  fresh  duty,  but 
not  in  consequence  of  his  having  lost 
control  over  his  sudordinates.  For  the 
future  the  same  or  some  other  Post  Office 
servants  will  be  similarly  employed  as 
occasion  may  require. 

Me.  C.  graham  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  1882  a  meeting  of  postmen, 
including  delegates  from  country  post- 
men, was  held  in  the  Memorial  Hall, 
to  which  the  public  were  admitted,  at 
which  a  Member  of  Parliament  and 
several  postmen  made  speeches  ;  and 
whether  postmen  were  punished  for  at- 
tending or  speaking  at  such  meeting  1 

•Mb.  RAIKES :  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
circumstance  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers,  and  the  shortness  of  the  notice  has 
not  admitted  of  my  making  inquiry. 

Mb.  C.  GRAHAM:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster  Gener&l  whether  he  has 
taken  any  steps  to  ascertain  the  objects 
and  methods  of  organisation  and  action 
of  the  Postmen's  Union ;  whether  he 
will  communicate  the  result  to  the 
House ;  and  whether,  if  he  should  be 
satisfied  that  it  does  fully  represent 
the  postmen,  and  that  they  wish  matters 
affecting  their  wages,  hours  of  labour, 
&c.,  to  be  negotiated  between  the  Depart- 
ment and  their  Trade  Union  officials, 
he  will  take  steps  to  give  effect  to  their 
wishes  ? 

•Mb.  RAIKES:  No,  Sir.  I  must 
absolutely    decline    to   discuss  matters 
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affecting  the  postmen,  except  with  the 
postmen  themselves. 

Mb.  C.  GRAHAM:  Do  I  understand 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  he 
declines  to  treat  with  anyone  but  the 
postmen  themselves  1  Is  the  Secretary 
to  the  Postmen's  Union  to  be  excluded 
from  discussions  as  to  the  interests  of  the 
men? 

•Me.  RAIKES  :  The  postmen  are  per- 
fectly well  aware  that  the  person 
described  as  the  Secretary  to  the  Post- 
men's Union  is  not,  and  never  has  been, 
a  Post  Office  servant;  and  it  is  the 
universal  rule  that  matters  relating  to 
persons  engaged  in  the  Service  can  only 
be  discussed  between  them  and  their 
superior  officers. 

Mr.  C.  GRAHAM  :  Do  these  men,  on 
becoming  postmen,  forfeit  their  right  to 
join  a  Trades  Union ;  and  has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  any  right  to  subject 
them  to  quaai-militaxy  discipline  ? 

Mb.  storey  (Sunderland) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
ancient  contention  of  the  employers  of 
this  country  was  that  they  alone  should 
settle  any  disputes  with  their  workmen, 
without  the  interposition  of  the  Secretary 
of  a  Trades  Union?  There  were  con- 
tinual conflicts  in  consequence;  but 
since  the  employers  of  labour  have  taken 
the  more  common-sense  plan  of  discussing 
these  matters  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Union  there  has  been  much  peace. 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  will  not  take  the  advantage 
of  the  experience  gained  by  the  em- 
ployers of  labour,  and  adopt  the  same 
plan  in  his  Department  ? 

•Mr.  RAIKES :  I  must  point  out  that 
I  have  only  endeavoured  to  carry  out  the 
Regulations  of  my  Department,  which, 
I  may  add,  have  been  considerably  re- 
laxed for  the  benefit  of  the  men.  In 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sunderland  (Mr.  Storey),  the 
most  recent  experience  indicates,  I  think, 
the  advisability  of  maintaining  a  firm 
and  resolute  attitude. 

Me.  C.  GRAHAM  :  I  wish  to  have  a 
decided  answer  in  the  affirmative  or 
negative  as  to  whether  these  men  are 
prohibited  from  joining  a  Trade  Union,  or 
whether  they  are  not  ? 

•Mr.  RAIKES  :  I  can  only  say,  again, 
that  the  men  are  quite  free  to  form  or 
join  Associations  for  their  mutual  benefit 
Mr.  Raikes 
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and  mutual  consideration  of  matten 
affecting  their  status;  but  it  is  impossibl* 
for  the  Department  to  recognise  any 
combination  which  attempts  to  dictate 
to  it  on  matters  relating  to  its  adminis- 
tration. 

MALTESE  MARRIAGES. 
Mb.  SUMMERS  (Huddersfield) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  it  is  a  fiict,  as 
stated  by  Lord  Salisbury — 

"  That  mixed  marriages  in  Malta,  when  one 
partjr  ia  a  Koman  Catholic  and  the  other  it  not, 
remain  in  the  same  position  wluch  they  hart 
previooslv  held,    and  are  not    in   any   way 

affected ; " 

and  whether  the  Governor  of  Malta 
will,  in  accordance  with  the  practice 
which  has  been  in  existence  for  many 
years,  continue  to  issue  licences  to 
Protestant  ministers  authorising  them 
to  celebrate  such  marriages  ? 

•SiK  J.  FERGUSSON  :  Yes.  It  is  not 
intended  to  alter  the  law  regulating 
mixed  marriages  in  Malta.  I  cannot 
say,  positively,  within  what  limits  it  has 
been  the  practice  of  the  Governor  of 
Malta  to  issue  licences  authorising 
Protestant  ministers  to  celebrate  mar- 
riages. Further  inquiry  will  be  made 
as  to  this.  But  our  intention  is  that 
Protestants  shall  not  be  placed,  in  any 
respect,  in  a  worse  position. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  What  does  Sir 
Lintom  Simmonds  want  at  Rome  1  Who 
asked  him  to  be  sent  there  7  Was  it  the 
Maltese  people? 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON  :  He  went  there 
in  order  to  settle  some  matters  affecting 
the  welfare  of  the  people  of  Malta.  (M 
course,  he  was  sent  by  the  responsible 
Government. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Did  the  Catholics 
of  Malta  ask  that  he  should  be  sent  to 
Rome? 

•Sm  J.  FERGUSSON:  Not  that  I  am 
aware  of. 

IRISH  LIGHT  RAILWAYS— MAYO  ANTJ 
DONEGAL. 
Me.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  b^  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  any 
decision  has  as  yet  been  come  to  by  the 
Treasury  as  to  what  line  or  lines  of  light 
railways  are  to  be  constructed  in  Mayo 
under  the  Light  Railways  Act  of  last 
year? 
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Thb  secretary  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) :  Nego- 
tiations are  going  on,  and  I  hope  that  a 
satisfactoiy  arrangement  may  be  arrived 
at. 

Mb.  CRILLY  :  Seeing  that  the  chief 
aim  of  these  schemes  was  to  give  em- 
ployment to  the  people  of  the  district,  and 
that  the  spring  crops  are  now  cnt  down, 
and  the  people  will  have  nothing  to  do 
until  harvest  time,  will  the  Grovernment 
endeavour  to  overcome  this  unaccbuntable 
delay  in  making  these  lines  P  Is  the 
faon.  Qentleman  avrare  that  the 
Mr.  Barton,  whose  line  in  Donegal  is 
being  pnsheid  forward,  is  the  same  Mr. 
Barton  who  reported  upon  the  line  to 
Belmnllet,  and  why  should  his  schemes 
be  favonred  while  nothing  for  Mayo  is 
being  favoured  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  It  is  obvious  that  the 
hon.  Member  ought  to  give  notice  of  a 
qnestion  of  that  kind,  containing  as  it  does 
allegations  in  which  I  do  not  agree. 

THB   TIPPERARY    AND    OASHEL 
MEErriNOS. 

Mr.  LEAKE  (Lancashire,  S.E.,  Rad- 
cliffe) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  it  is  true  that  large  bodies  of 
constabulary  assaulted  with  b&tons  and 
chased  the  people  of  Tipperary  Town  on 
Sunday  25th  May,  without  previously 
giving  them  authoritative  notice  to  dis- 
perse, and  although  no  resistance  was 
offered  or  attempted ;  whether  it  is  true 
that  on  the  same  day  Colonel  Cadell, 
R.M.,  referring  to  Father  Humphreys 
and  the  honourable  Members  for  East 
Mayo,  East  Tipperary,  Mid  Tipperary, 
Soath  Gkilway,  and  South  Louth,  who 
were  conferring  togethef ,  gave  the  orders 
to  the  police  :  "  Men,  draw  your  b&tons," 
and  "Charge,  and  clear  these  fellows 
oat;"  whether  it  is  true  that  similar 
assaults  on  the  inhabitants,  many  of 
whom  were  women,  were  committed  in 
Boherlahan  village  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Bman,  R.M.,  and  at  Gashel,  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  Mr.  Shannon,  R.M.,  and 
in  both  cases  without  any  preliminary 
request  to  disperse  being  made  by  the 
proper  authority ;  whether  it  is  true  that 
on  Mr.  Bman  entering  Cashel  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  military  and  police,  he 
was  publicly  addressed  by  Mr.  Shannon 
in  the  words,  "  Bravo,  Bman  !  we  have 
h&toned  them  like  hell  in  Cashel  to-day," 


and  whether  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
biliiy  of  separating  the  magisterial  from 
the  police  functions  of  the  Resident 
Magistrates  in  Ireland  1 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Manchester, 
E. ) :  I  am  informed  the  people  were  not 
dispersed  without  previous  warning. 
With  regard  to  Mr.  Bruen,  previous 
notification  was  given.  The  statement 
as  to  Colonel  Caddell  that  gentleman 
completely  denies.  Mr.  Shannon  like- 
wise denies  that  he  used  the  language 
attributed  to  him.  I  quite  agree  with 
the  last  part  of  the  question,  and  I  shall 
take  care  that  arrangements  are  made 
even  more  effective  than  those  now 
existing. 

*Mb.  LEAKE  :  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  takes  the 
denial  of  the  Magistrates  mentioned, 
rather  than  the  statements  made  by  eye- 
witnesses  and  ear- witnesses,  and  by  hon. 
Members  in  their  place  in  this  House  f 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Those  Magis- 
trates were  eye-witnesses  and  ear-wit- 
nesses of  the  ftMcts. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.):  WiU 
evidence  on  oath  be  received  if  tendered ; 
or  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  prefer 
to  take  the  simple  word  of  Magistrates 
who  are  themselves  incriminated  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  should  like 
to  know  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  evidence  en  oath  would  be  tendered. 

Mb.  gill  (Louth,  S.):  Five  hon. 
Members  agree  in  making  a  statement. 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  con- 
sider that  sufficient  for  an  inqoiry  1 

Mb  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir.  The 
grounds  for  an  inquiry  on  oath  are  not 
so  simple  as  the  hon.  Member  seems  to 
imagine.  I  am  strictly  following  pre- 
cedent. 

Mr.  GILL:  Is  the  word  of  Colonel 
Cadell  to  be  taken  in  preference  to  the 
word  of  five  hon.  Members  t 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Colonel 
Caddell  is  a  man  in  every  way  worthy  of 

Cr6Q6IlC6> 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  :  If  four 
or  five  affidavits  are  laid  before  the 
Government,  will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man order  an  inquiry  on  oath  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
power  to  order  an  inquiry  on  oath. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  aware  that  the  Constabu- 
lary Code  provides  for  an  inquiry  J 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  For  a  Depart- 
mental Inquiry.  If  safficient  evidence  is 
placed  before  me  which,  in  my  opinion, 
justifies  a  Departmental  Inquiry,  that  may 
be  held ;  but  I  will  gfive  no  antecedent 
promise  on  the  subject  until  I  see  the 
nature  of  the  evidence.' 
*Mb.  LF.A.KF. :  Is  the  House  to  under- 
stand that  the  very  explicit  words  alleged 
to  have  been  used  by  Mr.  Shannon  are 
due  to  the  imagination  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon). 

Me.  gill  :  Does  the  Chief  Secretary 
consider  the  words  of  fire  Members  of 
this  House  worthy  of  the  same  credence 
as  the  words  of  Colonel  CadeU.  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gbntleman  desire  to  imply 
that  they  are  not  worthy  of  consi- 
deration ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir;  I  do 
not. 

Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  Is  it  cus- 
tomary for  Resident  Magistrates  to 
exercise  judicial  as  well  as  executive 
functions? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  perfectly 
true  that  any  Resident  Magistrate  may  be 
called  upon  to  exercise  judicial  as  well  as 
executive  functions;  but  he  does  not 
exercise  a  judical  function  in  reg^ard  to 
the  same  services  and  transactions  as  he 
exercises  an  executive  function.  The 
two  functions  are  divided. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  call  a  baton  charge  an 
executive  function  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Certainly,  Sir. 

IBISH  PRISON  WARDERS. 
Mb.  CONYBEARE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  what  is  the  number 
of  warders  that  constitutes  a  com- 
plete stafE  in  each  of  the  three 
'  classes  into  which  the  ordinary  prisons 
of  Ireland  are  divided;  whether  the 
staff  in  all  classes  have  to  do  the 
same  duty,  and  observe  the  same  hours ; 
what  is  the  average  number  of  hours 
per  week  each  warder  in  each  class  of 
prison  has  to  work ;  how  often  has  a 
warder  in  each  class  to  do  night  duty  per 
month ;  how  many  holidays  or  half- 
holidays  (exclusive  of  half-days  before 
and  after  night  duty)  a  warder  gets  in  a 
month ;  is  a  warder  ever  entitled  to  a 
holiday  except  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Gbvemor ;  if  the  staff  of  a  prison 
is  reduced,  owing  to  sickness  or  from 


any  other  cause,  must  the  other  warden 
in  the  prison  do  the  duty  of  the  absent 
warder  or  warders ;  do  the  warders  per- 
forming such  extra  duty  get  any  extra 
pay ;  and  have  old-service  warders  been 
deprived,  by  a  Minute  of  the  Treasnry, 
of  the  pension  they  were  entitled  to  as 
prevailmg  at  the  time  they  entered  the 
Service? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  General 
Prisons  Board  report  that  the  number  of 
warders  is  not  uniform  in  any  class  of 
prisons,  but  is  regulated  under  Treasuy 
sanction,  Ekocording  to  the  circumstances 
of  each  prison.  The  duties  and  hours  of 
the  stafra  of  the  different  prisons  neces- 
sarily vary  considerably  according  to 
circumstances.  The  average  number  of 
hours  of  actual  duty  per  week  may  be 
taken  to  be  about  82  in  the  larger 
prisons.  In  small  prisons,  where  &e 
staffs  are  limited,  these  hours  are  some- 
times necessarily  exceeded,  but  in  theee 
cases  the  general  duties  are  of  a  much 
lighter  character.  In  most  prisons  night 
duty  is  taken  by  each  warder  about 
three  or  four  times  in  the  month.  In 
most  prisons  the  warders  g^et  a  half- 
holiday  on  every  second  Sunday  and 
prison  holiday.  No  holidays  are  granted, 
except  on  special  application,  but  each 
warder  is  entitied  to  14  days'  annnal 
leave.  When  the  stafiE  of  a  {nison  is 
temporarily  reduced  owing  to  the  sickness 
of  a  warder  or  other  cause,  sometimes  the 
other  warders  of  the  prison  are  required 
to  do  the  duty  of  the  absent  warder; 
in  other  cases  extra  assistance  is  suf^lied, 
if  possible,  from  another  prison.  There 
is  no  provision  enabling  the  Board  to 
give  extra  pay  in  such  cases.  The 
Board  are  not  aware  what  Treasnry 
Minute  is  referred  to ;  but  the  Prisons 
Act  of  1877  (section  27)  provides  that 
old  prison  ofiBcers  shall  hold  their  offices 
on  like  terms  and  tenure  as  before  the 
Act. 

AIb.  CONYBEARE :  Have  not  many 
warders  refused  the  half -holidays  because 
they  had  to  wear  uniform  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  no  such 
information. 

Mr.  mac  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  Is  it 
not  the  fact  that  before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  took  o£Soe  warders  were 
allowed  to  spend  their  holidays  out  of 
uniform  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  may  be  so, 
but  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  wiiji  it. 
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CHARGES  OF  BIOT  AND  ASSAULT  AT 
POBTTTMNA. 

Mb.  ROCHE  (Gal-way,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieatenant  of  Ireland,  with  reference  to 
the  inquiry  made  by  the  Constabulary 
Authorities  into  the  conduct  of  Consta- 
bles O'Gowan  and  M'Grady,  as  disolosed 
in  the  evidence  given  in  the  dismissed 
cases  of  riot  and  assault  brought  by 
them  against  five  men  before  two  Besi- 
dent  Magistrates  at  Portumna,  on  27  th 
May  last,  whether  he  can  now  state  the 
result  of  that  investigation  Y 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUB :  The  Gonstabu- 
laiy  Authorities  report  that  the  officers 
w]u>  inquired  into  the  case  find  that  the 
oonstabtes,  while  not  drunk,  had  taken 
more  intoxicating  liquor  on  iha  occasion 
in  question  than  men  employed  oq 
responsible  duty  should  indulge  iu. 
With  r^ard  to  one  of  the  constables,  I 
am  informed  some  further  steps  will  be 
necessary  before  his  case  can  be  dealt 
with.  The  case  of  the  other  constable 
does  not  now  arise  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  as  he  is  being  discharged 
from  the  foroe  in  consequence  of  a  serious 
breach  of  discipline,  subsequently  com- 
mitted. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Has  there  been  any 
finding  upon  the  evidence  given  by  the 
nmstdbles,  which  was  found  to  be  faiae  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  given 
the  hon.  Member  all  the  information  I 


Mb.  MACNEILL:  Has  it  been  found 
that  the  constable  who  said  he  dis- 
charged his  gun  in  self-defence  was 
justified  in  discharging  bis  gun  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOCR:  The  case  of 
one  constable  is  still  sub  jvdice,  and  the 
other  constable  has  been  dismissed. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT:  Is  there  any 
objection  to  prosecuting  the  constebles 
for  perjury,  as  they  apparently  perjured 
themselves  in  getting  up  the  case  against 
the  five  men  f 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  whole 
matter  is  under  consideration. 

"SHADOWING  "  BT  THE  IRISH  POLICE. 
Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  are  the  au- 
thorities or  official  persons  who  determine 
whether  any  individual  is  so  notoriously 
engaged  in  boycotting  or  intimidation  as 


to  be  rightly  subject  to  shadowing  by 
the  police  in  Ireland ;  whether  such 
authorities  or  offioiai  persons  take  any 
evideuee  before  they  order  a  man  to  be 
shadowed ;  whether  the  accused  has  any 
opportunify  of  defence ;  and  is  there 
any  limit  fixed  to  the  period  during^ 
which  a  man  may  be  shadowed  without^ 
being  brought  before  a  legal  tribunal  to 
be  tried  for  the  offence  in  which  he  is 
held  to  be  notoriously  engaged  ? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Divisional 
Commissioner  or  otiier  Local  Authority 
responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
law  in  the  district  directs  the  duty  in 
question.  The  directions  are  given  on 
information  being  forthcoming  that  the 
suspect  is  actively  engaged  in  promoting 
illegal  practices.  It  is  not  usual  to 
inform  the  suspected  person  that  he  is 
being  watehed.  To  do  so  would  render 
the  obtaining  of  evidence  with  a  view  to 
prosecution  more  difficult.  No  limit  of 
the  nature  mentioned  in  the  last  para- 
graph can  be  fixed,  but,  as  I  explained 
yesterday,  the  shadowing  is  at  once 
stopped  as  soon  as  there  is  any  ground 
for  thinking  it  unnecessary. 

Mb.  PIOTON:  Does  the  right  hop. 
Gentleman's  answer  apply  to  the  new 
method  of  shadowing,  by  which  one 
constable  walks  abreast  of  the  shadowed 
man  and  another  at  his  heels  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  applies  to 
all  shadowing  in  Ireland. 

MB.BRADLAUGH:  Onwhatauthority 
can  anyone  connected  with  the  police 
give  directions  which  could  not  possibly 
be  for  the  detection  or  prevention  of 
crime  ?     ■ 

Mb.  sexton  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentlenoan  see  that  a  record  of  these 
orders  for  shadowing  is  kept,  so  that  it 
may  not  be  in  the  power  of  any  con- 
stable to  inflict  this  nuisance  without 
leaving  some  trace  of  it  behind  % 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  is 
always  some  such  record  kept,  I  imagine. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Brad- 
laugh)  the  prevention  and  reduction  of 
crime  is  the  justification  for  this  shadow- 
ing. 

Mb.  CONTBEARE:  Will  the  rights 
hon.  Gentleman  state  on  what  authority, 
or  upon  what  suspicion  of  crime,  three 
ladies — namely.  Lady  Sandhurst,  Miss 
Conybeare,     and     Miss    Vivian — ^weie 
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shadowed  by  the  police  in  Tipperarj  in 
the  early  days  of  July  last  year  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  K  the  hon. 
Member  will  give  notice  of  that  question 
I  will  make  inquiries  on  the  snbject. 

Db.  KENNY :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  is  aware 
that  this  system  of  shadowing  has 
gone  on  to  such  an  extent,  and  is  of  such 
an  indiscriminate  character,  that  two 
most  respectable  persons,  who  came  from 
Manchester  to  Tipperary  from  mere 
motires  of  curiosity  and  to  gain  infor- 
mation, were  also  shadowed  by  the  police 
to  such  an  extent  that  that  they  were 
obliged  to  return  to  Dublin  in  disgust ; 
and  whether  one  of  the  persons  shadowed 
was  not  connected  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  Election  Committee  in  Man- 
chester } 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  got  an  incorrect 
version  of  the  facts ;  but  I  will,  if  he 
wishes  me  to  do  so,  make  further  in- 
quiry. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  any  statistics  as  to  the 
number  of  persons  shadowed,  and  the 
number  of  police  employed  in  that  ser- 
vice ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  must  have 
notice  of  the  question. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gbntleman  not  know  the  number  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Of  course  I  do 
not  know  the  number.  I  do  not  carry 
these  statistics  in  my  head. 

Mb.  gill  :  With  reference  to  the 
new  method  of  shadowing — namely, 
walking  side  by  side  with  the  person 
shadowed,  and  another  policeman  follow- 
ing at  his  heels — ^I  desire  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  what  constitutes 
the  superiority  of  that  system  over  the 
old  method  ? 
•Me.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  ! 

Mb.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Ijord  Lieutenant  of 
Lreland  whether  any  charge  of  boycotting 
or  intimidation  has  been  made  against 
the  Rev.  David  Macrae,  a  minister  of 
religion  at  Dundee,  who  is  at  present 
travelling  in  Ireland  for  the  benefit  of 
his  health ;  and  on  what  grounds  he  was 
recently  "shadowed"  by  the  police 
while  travelling  from  Newbridge  to 
Clongorey  ? 

Mb.  care  W  (Kildare,N.) :  I  have  also 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
Mr.  Conyheare 


the  Bev.  Mr.  Macrae,  of  Dundee,  and  his 
wife,  when  visiting  Clongorey  on  Thurs- 
day last,  were  shadowed  by  a  polioeman- 
man  name  Keating,  who  followed  them 
from  point  to  point  on  a  bicycle,  going 
everywhere  the  visitors  went  to ;  and 
whether  he  can  say  why  they  were  so 
shadowed  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  asked 
for  information,  but  have  not  yet 
obtained  it.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary 
that  I  should  ask  for  further  time. 

TENANTS  OP  TOWN  PARKS  IN  lEE- 
LAND. 

Me.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.) :  I  b<« 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  stsd» 
under  what  provision  of  the  Land 
Purchase  (Ireland)  Bill  the  tenants  cS. 
town  parks  in  Ireland  are  entitled  to 
relief  without  the  consent  of  the  land- 
lord ;  and  whether  he  will  introduce  a 
clause  to  enable  them  to  have  fair  rents 
fixed  in  respect  of  their  holdings? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Of  course,  the 
purchase  must  be  by  mutual  consent. 

COLOUR  BLINDNESS  AUONO  SAILORS. 
Mb.  WIQQIN  (StafEordsbir«,  Hands- 
worth)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  the  Committee 
who  were  appointed  to  investigate 
the  subject  of  colour  blindness  amongst 
onr  Mer(!antile  Marine  have  yet  reported; 
and,  if  not,  when  they  will  be  likely  to 
do  BO ;  and  if  he  could  briefly  state  the 
mode  adopted  for  testing  t 

*SiE  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  conclude 
that  the  hon.  Member  refers  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Royal  Society,  which  is 
investigating  this  subject.  The  Com- 
mittee was  only  appointed  in  March,  and 
I  have  not  yet  heard  when  it  is  likely  to 
make  its  Report. 

LITERATURE  FOR  IRISH  PADPERS. 
Mb.  mac  NEILL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  Ireland  are  empowered, 
as  similar  Bodies  are  in  England,  to 
defray  out  of  the  rates  the  cost  of  supply- 
ing the  inmates  of  workhouses  with 
newspapers,  periodicals,  and  books; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
England  has  directed  that  the  Inspectors 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  shall  be 
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instmcted,  in  connection  with  their  visits 
to  workhouses,  to  give  this  subject  their 
special  attention,  and  to  report  to  the 
Boeid  as  to  the  views  and  practice  of  the 
Guardians  with  respect  to  such  supply  ; 
whether  he  will  give,  if  he  can  do  so 
legallj,  similar  directions  to  Local 
Qovemment  Board  Inspectors  in  Ireland; 
and  whether,  if  the  law  in  Ireland  is  in 
this  respect  difEerent  from  the  law  in 
England,  the  Government  will  introduce 
a  measure  for  the  assimilation  of  the 
law  in  Ireland  to  the  law  in  England 
on  this  subject  ? 

Me.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  is  no 
enactment  specifically  authorising  Boards 
of  Guardians  to  provide  a  supply  of 
literature  for  workhouse  inmates  from 
the  rates,  though  it  is  possible  they  may 
have  such  authority  under  their  general 
powers.  I  am  aware  of  the  action  taken 
in  England  referred  to  in  the  second 
paragraph.  I  am  causing  similar  action 
to  be  taken  in  Ireland,  and  shall  give  the 
whole  matter  careful  consideration. 

THE  FEBMOY  PROSECUTIONS. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  civil  processes 
for  damages  have  been  issued  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Barry,  P.L.G.,  t^inst  District 
Inspectors  £^11  and  Sergeant,  B.I.C., 
Currabeha,  Fermoy,  in  which  the 
defendants  are  charged  with  assaulting 
«nd  wounding  the  plaintiff;  and 
whether,  since  plaintiff  announced  his 
intentioa  of  proceeding  by  civil  bill  for 
the  assault,  he  has  been  served  with  a 
summonfi  for  having  obstructed  the 
police? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  legal 
proceedings  appear  to  be  still  psnding, 
and  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to 
make  a  statement  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  It  is  because  legal 
proceedings  are  still  proceeding  that  I 
put  the  qnestion  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  A.  J  BALFOUR :  I  am  unwill- 
ing to  answer  a  matter  of  fact  in  the 
question,  because  it  might  prejudice  the 
action. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HBALY:  What  is  the 
matter  of  fact  which  might  prejudice  the 
caset 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned  I  should  be  glad  to  answer 
the  question  ;  what  I  refer  to  is  the 
question  of  the  dates  of  the  two  actions. 

VOL.  CCCXLV.     [third  SBRIBS.] 


Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  When  Mr. 
Barry  said  that  he  would  proceed 
against  the  police  did  they  say  that  if 
he  did  so  they  would  bring  that  charge 
against  him  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  in  error.  As  he 
presses  the  question  I  will  inform  him 
that  the  police  summons  was  on  the 
6th;  the  notification  of  the  civil  case 
was  On  the  9th. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  That  is  not  the 
point,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  well 
knows.  The  point  is  that  Mr.  Barry, 
having  informed  the  police  that  he 
should  proceed  civilly  against  them  they 
immediately  served  him  with  notice  of 
prosecution. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  know  nothing 
of  any  threat  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Barry. 

CATHOLICS  IN  IRISH  PR  (SONS. 

Me.  CONYBEARE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  state,  for  each  of  the  months 
since  September  last,  the  number  of 
Catholic  prisoners  confined  in  Derry 
Gaol,  and  the  terms  for  which  they  have 
been  imprisoned  ;  whether  any  Catholic 
clergyman  has,  during  that  period,  been 
permitted  to  visit  such  prisoners;  has 
any  Catholic  service  been  conducted  in 
the  prison  chapel  during  that  period ; 
whether  he  still  refuses  to  sanction  the 
appointment  by  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese 
to  the  prison  chaplaincy  of  such  clei^- 
man  as  the  Bishop  may  see  fit  to 
nominate  t 

Me.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) : 
May  I  as'c  if  the  hon.  Member  for 
Camborne,  when  in  prison,  received  the 
ministrations  of  a  Catholic  chaplain  t 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  answer  to 
the  first  paragraph  is  too  long  t3  read  to 
the  House,  but  I  have  directed  a  copy 
to  be  sent  to  the  hon.  Member  who  puts 
the  question.  Many  c^  the  prisoners 
have  been  confined  but  a  very  short  time 
in  Londonderry  Prison,  as  since  Decem- 
ber last  those  Roman  Catholic  prisoners 
whose  sentences  amounted  to  a  month 
or  more  have  from  week  to  week  been 
removed  to  another  prison  to  which  a 
Roman  Catholic  clergyman  is  attached. 
In  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the 
Service,  in  relation  to  prisoners  of  any 
denomination  other  than  those  of  the 
paid  chaplains  attached  to  a  prison,  the 
2  U 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1151 


Catholics  in 


{C50MM0NS} 


Irish  Prisons. 


1152 


Governor  of  Loudonderry  Prison  duly 
reports  to  the  nearest  officiating  Roman 
Oatholio  clergyman  the  committal  of 
every  new  prisoner  of  that  religion,  with 
an  intimation  that  permission  can  be 
had  for  visiting  such  prisoners.  Snch 
permission  has,  however,  been  availed 
of  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy- 
man of  the  district  only  eight  times 
daring  the  period  in  question,  and 
then  only  at  the  reqnest  of  individual 
prisoners.  Owing  to  the  refusal  of  the 
Vicar  Capitular  to  nominate  a  successor 
to  the  late  Roman  Catholic  chaplain,  as 
fully  explained  in  reply  to  a  Parlia- 
mentary question  in  February  last,  no 
service  has  been  conducted  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Chapel  in  this  prison  during  the 
period  named.  The  Board  are  and  have 
been  most  anxious  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  should  nominate  a 
clergyman  to  this  prison,  and  in  two 
letters  addressed  to  the  Vicar  Capitular 
in  September  last  they  specially  invited 
him  to  nominate  some  clergyman  as 
successor  to  the  late  chaplain.  TJp  to 
the  present,  however,  they  regret  to 
state  no  such  nomination  has  been  made. 
Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Was  this  one  of 
the  questions  with  regfard  to  which  Sir 
L.  Simmonds  was  sent  to  communicate 
with  the  Pope,  while  pretending  to 
go  over  about  the  Malta  marriage 
question  ? 

•Me.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 
Me.  MACNEILL:  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  the  Rev.  Dr.  O'Doherty,  the  Roman 
Catholic  chaplain  of  Dorry  Giaol,  was  dis- 
missed from  his  office  because  he  refused 
to  attend  a  local  inquiry  held  by  Mr. 
Joyce,  and  refused  to  answer  questions 
which  he  considered  ought  not  to 
have  been  put  to  him  as  a  Roman  Catholic 
chaplain  ;  has  his  action  been  ratified  by 
the  Vicar  Capitular  of  the  diocese ; 
whether  since  September  last  there  has 
been  no  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  in 
Derry  Gaol;  and  whether  Catholics 
under  lengthened  terms  of  punishment 
have  been  removed  to  Belfast  and  other 
prisons? 

•Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  obtain  better  information 
by  putting  a  question  on  the  Paper. 

Mb.  mac  NEILL  :  As  a  matter  of 
personal  explanation,  I  may  say  that  I 
have  asked  every  one  of  these  questions 
before. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  v 


Db.  KENNY :  Has  not  Dr.  GDoherlj 
been  re-nominated  1 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Mr.  O'Doherty 
was  dismissed  for  breaking  the  Prison 
Regulations.  If  hon.  Members  wish  for 
the  details  I  must  ask  them  to  pat  » 
question  on  the  Paper.  I  think  it  will 
not  be  denied  that  the  ordinary  pro- 
cedure expected  from  a  prison  official 
was  not  followed,  and  we  cannot  accept 
his  re-nomination  by  the  Bishop  of  the 
diocese. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Have  the  Go- 
vernment gone  the  length  of  remonstra- 
ting at  Rome  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Bishop } 

Mb.  PARNELL:  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  think  that  Roman  Catholic 
prisoners  shoald  be  permanently  deprived 
of  the  consolation  of  their  religion,  in 
order  to  gratify  his  feelings  as  to  the 
duties  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishops! 
I  think  that  this  is  not  an  unreasonable 
question,  seeing  that  many  months  have 
elapsed  during  which  these  prisoners 
have  been  without  any  of  the  adininistia- 
tions  of  theinreligion. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  done 
my  very  best  to  minimise  the  evil  effects 
of  the  action  of  the  Vicar  Capitular 
in  this  case,  by  sending  the  prisoners, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  other  prigons: 
I  wish  that  my  efforts  in  this  direction 
had  been  seconded  by  the  acting  Bishop. 

Mb.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.): 
Was  not  a  summons  served  on  Dr. 
McAlroy,  chaplain  of  Tullamore  Gaol, 
to  give  evidence  before  Mr.  Joyce  rela- 
tive to  a  suit  of  clothes  which  was  taken 
in  to  the  hon.  Member  for  North-East 
Cork  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien)  when  a  prisoner 
in  that  gaol ;  and  is  it  not  a  fact  that 
although  Dr.  McAlroy  refused  to  ap 
pear  or  give  evidence  he  was  neither 
dismissed  or  censured;  and  whether 
he,  the  Chief  Secretary,  can  explain 
why  Father  O'Doherty  has  been  differ- 
ently dealt  vrith  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  musk  ask 
for  notice  of  that  question. 

Me.  mac  NEILL  :  Was  not  the  only 
offence  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  O'Doherty  that 
Mr.  Joyce,  the  Prisons  Board  Inspector, 
had  written  a  letter  asking  him  to  come 
over  and  give  evidence  in  an  investiga- 
tion in  a  friendly  way,  and  that  Dr. 
O'Doherty  had  not  done  so  ? 

Db.  KENNY :  What  are  the  ill-effects 
of  the  action  of  Dr.  O'Doherty  t 
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"REOINA  r.  MITCHELL." 
Mb.  CTJNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General, 
with  reference  to  the  confidential 
character  of  commnnications  which 
fxtssed  between  the  Attorney  General 
and  the  connsel  for  General  Mitchell, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Messrs. 
Hare  &  Co.,  Agents  to  the  Trea- 
sury, produced  in  Taxing  Chambers 
Conrt  of  Qneen's  Bench  a  copy  of  one 
of  these  confidential  letters  to  Master 
Archibald,  taxing  master,  in  support  of 
a  series  of  olaima  in  their  bill  of  costs  in 
connection  with  the  compromise ;  whether 
the  gallant  plaintiff  reported  the  fact  some 
weeks  ago  to  the  Attorney  General ;  and 
whether  Master  Archibald  struck  out  the 
whole  of  the  items,  and  commented 
strongly  on  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Agents  for  the  Crown  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir  R. 
Webster,  Isle  of  Wight):  The  hon. 
Member  has  been  completely  misin- 
formed. One  letter  from  Colonel 
Mitchell's  counsel  was  produced  at  his 
request ;  otherwise  it  could  not  have 
been  read.  As  I,  in  common  with  other 
members  of  the  Government,  have  re- 
ceived a  large  number  of  letters  from 
Colonel  Mitchell,  it  is  not  possible  for 
me  to  say  whether  he  had  referred  to 
the  fact  or  not.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  foundation  for  the  suggestion 
that  Master  Archibald  commented 
strongly  or  adversely  on  the  course 
pursued  by  Messrs.  Hare  &  Co.  in  the 
matter  referred  to  in  the  hon.  Member's 
question. 

Me.  CUNINQHAME  GRAHAM:  I 
b^  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
if  he  will,  in  view  of  the  decision  in  the 
Courts  of  Law  in  "  Mitchell  v.  Regina," 
cancel  the  letter  dated Treasnry  Chambers, 
3l8t  March,  1888,  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  Search  has  been 
made,  and  no  Treasury  letter,  relative 
to  the  Mitchell  case,  of  the  date  named, 
or  approaching  that  date,  can  be  traced. 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  furnish  me 
with  fuller  particulars  further  search 
wiQ  be  made. 


HEREDITABT  PENSIONS. 


Me.  HANBURY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when 
he  expects  to  be  able  to  state  to  the 
House  the  long-promised  proposals  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  extinction  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  hereditary  pensions,  in- 
cluding some  of  the  most  contested  of 
them  ;  and  whether,  meanwhile,  these  all 
alike  continue  to  be  paid  in  full  t 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  With  regard  to  the 
proposals  that  were  promised  by  the 
Treasury  for  the  extinction  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  hereditary  pensions,  it  is 
necessary  that  every  case  should  be  gone 
into  separately.  I  am  so  much  engaged 
at  present  that  I  am  unable  to  give  that 
minute  attention  to  the  subject  which  I 
desire  that  it  should  have.  "The  pensions 
will  be  paid,  as  the  Government  have  no 
option  in  the  matter. 

THE  PROPOSED  COMMITTEE  ON 

LICENSING. 
Mb.  CAINE  (Barrow-in-Furness) :  In 
the  absence  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  St.  Ives  Division  of  Cornwall,  I 
beg  to  ask  the  I<^rst  Lord  of  the  Treasnry 
whether,  in  view  of  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  appoint  a  Select  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  licensing 
system,  especially  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  compensation,  he  will  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  instructing 
County  Councils  not  to  part  with  any 
money  allocated  to  them  for  the  extinc- 
tion of  licences  until  the  Committee  has 
reported  to  the  House  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  understood  the 
hon.  Member  was  not  going  to  put  this 
question,  and,  therefore,  am  not  prepared 
with  an  answer.  The  Committee  referred 
to  in  the  question  at  one  time  appeared 
to  be  desirable,  but  now  it  appears  it  is 
objected  to.  It  must  not  be  assumed  the 
Government  had  the  attention  ascribed 
to  them. 

Sir  W.  HARCOTJRT  :  Arising  out  of 
this  question  I  desire  to  ask  the  Fint 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  a  question  of  which 
I  have  given  him  private  notice.  The 
following  letter  appeared  in  the  Times  ot 
this  morning : — 

"  Lord  Wolmer  has  addresaed  the  following 
letter  to  Mr.  3,  Shelly,  Chumuui  of  the  Execu- 
tive    of    the    Devon   and    Cornwall    Liberal 
Uniuniat  AuociatiOD  :'— 
2  U  2 
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'  Oreat  George  Street,  WeetminBter,  June  14. 

'  Dear  Mr.  Shelly,— Lord  Hartington  derirea 
ne  to  thank  you  for  the  information  which  you 
have  given  him  of  the  strong  opinioiis  averse 
to  certain  clauses  of  the  Local  Qovernraent 
Bill,  held  by  many  of  the  stannohest  and  most 
Yaluable  members  of  the  Liberal  Unionist 
Party  in  Devonshire  and  Cornwall,  'llie 
opinion  of  these  gentlemen  is  naturally  a 
natter  of  much  importance  to  the  Liberal 
Unionist  Party,  and  Lord  Hartington  desires 
me  to  assure  yon  that  be  has  given  the  very 
fullest  consideration  to  the  views  and  objections 
which  they  have  put  forward.  The  Govern- 
ment have  consented  to  accept  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Heneage,  to  insert  a  clause  to 
the  following  effect  :—"Prorided  always  that 
nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  be  construed 
as  altering  thd  existing  law  affecting  the 
renewal  of  licences,  or  as  giving  to  the  holder 
of  any  licence  any  right  or  privilege  other 
than  that  now  enjoyed  by  him."  Before  it 
was  known  that  the  Government  were  willing 
to  accept  this  Amendment,  it  is  certain  that 
many  earnest  temperance  reformers  honestly 
feared  that  the  Bill  would  have  the  effect  of 
altering  the  legal  position  of  the  publican  :  bat 
now  that  this  clause  is  to  be  ad<^  to  it.  Lord 
Hartington  is  unable  to  understand  how  it  can 
be  seriously  contended,  either  that  a  vested 
interest  not  at  present  existing  is  created  by 
this  Bill,  or  that  temperance  legislation  in  the 
foture  can  be  prejudiced  by  it.  The  Govern- 
ment have  also  determined  to  propose  next 
jrear  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  and  consider  the  questions  on  com- 
pensation which  have  been  raised  by  the  present 
and  other  proposals.  The  facts  elicited  by  such 
an  inquiry  and  the  Beport  of  such  a  Select 
Committee  cannot  fail  greatly  to  facilitate  the 
progress  of  temperance  legislation  in  the 
ivture.  The  consideration  of  these  facts  will, 
Lord  Hartington  hopes,  tend  to  allay  the 
opposition  of  Liberal  Unionists  to  the  present 
attitude  of  the  Government  on  this  question. 

*  Believe  me  yours  very  truly, 

'  WOLMBE.'  " 

Haying  read  that  letter  I  desire  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the 
statement  made  hy  Lord  Wolmer  in  the 
name  of  Lord  Hartington  is  or  is  not 
well  founded! 

Viscount  WOLMER  (Hants,  Petcrs- 
fleld) :  Perhaps  the  Honse  will  allow  me 
to  make  a  personal  explanation  in  rela- 
tion to  this  letter.  I  am  authorised  by 
]jord  Hartington  to  say  that  he  saw  the 
draft  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Shelly  before  it 
was  sent,  bat  that  he  did  not  particularly 
notice  the    expression   "determined  to 

Eropose,"  and  that  if  he  had  he  should 
ave  altered  it  into  "are  prepared  to 
assent  to,"  but  that  he  did  not,  and  does 
not  now,  attach  the  importance  to  the 
distinction  which  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Derby  appears  to  attach  to  it. 
Sir  W'.  ilarcourt 


The  noble  Lord'» 
n  the  natare  of  a 


•Mb.    SPEAKER: 
remarks  are  hardly  i 
personal  explanation. 

SiE  W.  HARCOURT:  After  what 
the  noble  Lord  calls  a  personal  explana- 
tion, I  have  to  repeat  my  question  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman — namely,  whether 
the  statement  made  by  Lord  Wolmer,  on 
behalf  of  Lord  Hartington,  to  induce  tiie 
Liberal  Unionists  to  vote  for  this  Bill,  is^ 
or  is  not  well  founded  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  thought  we 
discussed  this  subject  sufiBciently  last 
night ;  and  I  then  stated  to  what  extent 
the  statement  of  the  intentions  of  tbe- 
Govornment  was  accurate.  Lord 
Hartington  appears  to  have  been  under 
the  impression  that  the  Government 
were  wllbng  that  a  Committee  sbonld 
be  appointed.  I  have  already  explained, 
in  answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Barrow,  that  the  Qflvernment  were 
under  the  impi*ession  that  such  a  Com- 
mittee was  desired  in  many  parts  of  the 
House,  but  certainly  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Gkivernment  to  mov» 
for  such  a  Committee,  and  it  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  ask  th» 
House  to  accept  such  a  Committee,  un- 
less it  is  the  strong  desire  of  the  House 
they  should  do  so. 

Me.  H.  GARDNER  (Essex.  Saffron 
Walden)  :  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man still  adhere  to  the  statement  that 
the  announcement  of  the  Committee  waa 
not  made  to  influence  public  opinion  1 

•Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  am  strongly  of 
the  belief  that  that  was  so ;  but  the  hoo. 
Gentleman  is  quite  able  to  form  bis  own 
opinion,  and  is  not  bound  by  mine. 

Sib  W.  LAWSON  (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) :  Is  it  the  present  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  propose  the 
Committee  next  year  1 

•Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  stated  a  few 
minutes  ago  that  we  had  certainly  no 
intention  of  moving  for  such  a  Com- 

TTIlf'f'iA^ 

MK.b.  CRAWFORD  (Lanark,  N.E.): 
I  will  ask  why  the  intention  to  appoint 
that  Committee,  which,  as  was  explained 
by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Rossendale,  was  entertained  over  since 
the  introduction  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Paddington's  Bill,  was  not 
divulged  to  the  House  during  the  discus- 
sion on  the  Local  Taxation  Bill,  consider- 
ing it  would  have  had  a  most  impoi-tant 
bearing  on  the  Bill. 
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•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  imiBt  really 
demur  to  tlie  statement  the  lion,  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  made.  He  has 
attributed  to  the  Government  an  inten- 
sion which  we  do  not  entertain. 

THE  COURSE  OF  BUSllTESS. 
Mb.  SEXTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  'he  can 
now  say  whether  the  Government  in- 
tend to  ask  the  House  to  pass  the  Land 
Purchase  Bill  this  year ;  and  what  pro- 
posal, if  any,  they  will  make  in  regard  to 
the  business  of  the  House!  I  should 
also  like  to  ask  when  the  Government 
intend  to  introduce  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill  for  Ireland,  which  was 
promised  in  Her  Majesty's  speech  at  the 
•opening  of  the  Session  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  Perhaps  it  will 
be  convenient  that  I  should  now  make 
<the  statement  which  has  been  promised 
«s  to  the  course  of  public  business. 
With  reference  to  the  last  question  asked, 
I  am  tkfraid  I  can  make  no  engagement, 
-so  far  as  the  present  Session  is  concerned, 
■and  T  think  the  hon.  Member  will  see 
himself  that  the  work  which  we  have  in 
liand  would  not  justify  the  Government, 
in  asking  the  Honse  to  consider  a  ques- 
tion of  such  very  great  magnitude  and 
•complexity  as  that. 

Mb.  SBXTON  :  You  might  print  the 
6UL 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  am  myself  of 
opinion  that  that  course  would  be  very 
undesirable.  I  have  been  under  an  en- 
gagement to  the  House  to  refer  to  the 
course  of  public  business  and  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Government  to  facili- 
tate the  further  progress  of  business.  I 
must  ask  the  House  to  cast  its  recollec- 
tion back  to  the  Debate  which  took  place 
in  March  last  on  the  Motion  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Bridgeton,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to 
bring  us  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
most  desirable  that  our  sittings  should 
be  terminated  earlier  than  has  hitherto 
been  customary,  and  also  to  bring  about 
an  earlier  meeting  of  Parliament.  I 
have  from  time  to  time  been  asked  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  as  to  the 
measures  which  the  Government  would 
propose  with  a  view  to  efEect  what 
we  understand  to  be  the  general  wish  of 
the  House.  Although  that  wish  was 
not  expressed  by  a  decided  majority  of 
the  House,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Go- 


vernment to  give  its  serious  considera* 
tion  to  the  arguments  used  and  the  vote 
by  which  those  arguments  were  snp> 
ported.  We  were  sensible  of  the.  &et 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  who  voted  with  us, 
in  opposition  to  the  Motion  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  did  so  although  desiring 
that  the  Session  might,  as  a  rule,  be 
brought  to  a  conclusion  at  an  earlier 
period.  The  Government  have  very 
carefully  considered  the  measures 
necessary  to  accomplish  that  wish. 
One  of  those  measures  certainly 
would  be  an'  earlier  assembly  of  Parlia* 
ment  than  has  hitherto  been  customary. 
Another  would  be,  I  hope,  and  I  say  so 
with  great  respect,  some  curtailment  of 
the  Debate  on  the  Address  in  reply  to 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  A  more 
important  measure  which  we  desire  to 
propose  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House  is  that  a  Standing  Order  should 
be  passed  under  which  it  would  be 
possible  to  suspend  a  Bill  of  groat  com- 
plexity, great  detail,  and  considerable 
minutiee  which  has  been  frequently  in 
the  possession  of  the  House,  but  as  to 
which  when  the  month  of  June  or  July 
is  reached  insufficient  time  remains  for 
its  careful  consideration  in  Committee.  I 
refer  to  Bills  of  the  character  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Bill,  which  ought  not  to 
be  pushed  through  the  House  at  any 
great  or  accelerated  speed,  on  account  of 
the  varied  and  important  interests  in- 
volved. 

An   hon.    Meubeb:   You  pushed  the 
Coereion  Act  through  the  House. 

•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH ;  I  am  endeavour- 
ing to  avoid  any  question  which  will 
occasion  any  controversy.  I  am  endea- 
vouring to  avoid  questions  of  controversy 
now.  I  am  endeavouring  to  propose  to 
the  Honse  regulations  for  the  conduct  of 
the  business  of  the  House,  in  the  belief, 
and  with  a  desire,  that  they  will  improve 
the  procedure  of  the  Honse,  and  enable 
it,  whatever  Government  may  be  in 
power,  to  dispose  of  its  business  in  a 
more  satisfactory  manner.  The  pro- 
posal we  desire  to  make  to  the  Honse 
is  one  by  which  it  will  be  possible  to 
suspend  a  Bill  which  has  reached  the 
Committee  stage,  by  a  Motion  made  in 
the  then  Session  of  Parliament,  to  carry 
it  over  to  the  next  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, it  being  always  understood  that 
that  Session  is  a  Session  of  the  existing 
Parliament.    It  will  not  be  proposed  that 
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any  snspended  Bills  shoald  be  taken  np 
in  a  new  Parliament,  bnt  that  Parlia- 
ment shoald  be  at  liberty  to  take  the 
mspended  Bill  np  in  a  Session  of  the 
same  Parliament,  and  to  take  it  up  on 
nearly  the  same  footing  as  if  it  were  an 
adjournment  of  the  Session.  The  pro- 
posal we  shall  make  is  that  a  Standing 
Order  should  be  passed,  the  terms  of 
which  will  be  placed  on  the  Table  either 
to-morrow  or  on  Thursday.  I  will  read 
(he  general  terms  of  that  Standing  Order, 
without  binding  myself  absolutely  to  the 
exact  words.  I  am  sure  no  hon.  Member 
would  desire  that  I  should  be  bound 
absolutely  to  every  word  I  will  now 
g^ve  to  the  House.     I  shall  move — 

"That,  in  fatare  SeMiona  after  July  15,  and 
in  the  present  Session,  after  a  day  to  be  here- 
after appointed,  no  public  Bills  (except  money 
Bills,  Continuance  Bills,  and  i^iUs  returned 
<rom  the  Xords,  with  Amendments]  shall  be 
further  proceeded  with,  provided  that,  in 
respect  of  any  public  BUI  which  is  in  progress 
in  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  or  in  a 
Standing  Committee,  or  which  has  been  re- 
ported therefrom,  a  Motion  may  b«  made,  after 
notice  given,  that  farther  proceedings  on  such 
Bill  be  snspended  nntil  the  next  Session.  If 
sach  Motion  be  canied,  then  in  the  ensuing  See 
■ion  (being  a  Sension  of  the  same  Parliament) 
any  Member  whoso  name  was  on  the  suspended 
Bill  may  claim  '  that  the  Resolution  of  the 
previous  Session  be  read.'  Thereupon  the 
Speaker  shall  direct  the  Clerk  to  read  the  Ete- 
solution,  and  shall  proceed  to  call  on  the 
Member  to  present  the  B^ll  in  the  form  in 
which  it  stood  when  the  proceedings  theroon 
were  suspended  ;  and  the  questions  on  the  First 
and  Second  Readings  thereof  shall  be  succes- 
sively put  forthwith.  If  both  these  questions 
be  carried,  the  Bill  shall  be  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  if  it  had  been  partly  considert  d 
in  Committee  in  the  previous  Session,  it  shall 
stand  committed  to  a  similar  Committee,  and  it 
shall  be  an  Instruction  to  such  Committee  to 
begin  their  consideration  of  the  Bill  at  the 
clause  on  which  Progress  was  reported  in  the 
previous  Session  ;  but  if  it  had  been  reported 
nom  Committee  in  the  previous  Session,  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill  as  reported  shall  be 
appointed  for  that  day  week." 

We  have  sought,  in  framing  this  pro- 
posed Standinjg  Order,  to  preserve  to 
members  all  the  rights  and  duties  which 
belong  to  them  in  respect  of  the  pro- 
gress of  any  measure  as  &r  as  the  future 
progress  of  the  measure  is  concerned,  so 
that  it  will  be  taken  np,  after  the  formal 
first  and  second  reading  has  been 
approved  by  the  House,  precisely  at  the 
point  at  which  it  was  left  in  the  pre- 
vious Session,  and  any  Amendments  and 
any  notices  regarding  the  Bill  will  have 
to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  ordinary 
Mr.  W.  U.  Smith 


Bules  and  Begolations  of  the  Hoose.  1 
think  the  best  explanation  I  can  give  of 
the  measure  is  that,  consistently  with 
the  Boles  of  the  House  and  consistently 
with  the  fact  that  in  every  Session  a 
Bill  most  be  read  the  first  and  seconii 
time,  it  will  be  simply  an  adjournment 
of  the  proceedings  on  s  Bill,  anatogona 
in  all  respects  to  the  adjournment  which, 
may  take  place  with  regard  to  a  Bill  in 
Committee  from  one  day  to  another^ 
from  one  week  to  another,  and  from  one 
mouth  to  another.  It  will,  perhaps,  save 
time  if  I  refrain  from  going  into  any 
argument  in  support  of  the  proposal 
which  J  shall  mako  on  a  later  day, 
seeing  that  that  will  probably  be  the 
best  time  for  the  consideration  of  any 
objection  that  might  possibly  be  urged- 
Presuming — which  I  hope  may  not  be  a 
rash  presumption — that  the  House  will 
be  willing  to  adopt  the  Standing  Order, 
which,  I  believe,  will  tend  greatly  to 
facilitate  our  basiness,  I  should  ask  the 
House  to  adjourn  certainly  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Land  Purchase  (Ire- 
land) Bill  in  Committee  nntil  next 
Session.  I  shall  ask  the  House  to  con- 
tinue and  to  pass  the  Local  Taxation  Bill 
which  I  believe  is  the  only  seriously 
contentious  bnsiness,  apart  from  the 
Irish  Land  Bill,  which  remains  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  I  hope  it 
may  be  possible  to  pass  the  Tithe  Bill 
without  very  serious  contention.  I 
believe  that  the  House  generally  does 
not  desire  that  that  question — a  very 
thorny  and  difficult  one — should  remain 
undisposed  of,  and  that  we  shall,  if 
possible,  arrive  at  a  settlement  which 
shall  be  &ir  and  reasonable  to  all  con- 
cerned, and  which  shall  preserve  a  pro. 
perty  which  certainly  neither  the  land 
lord,  nor  the  farmer,  nor  the  oocnpier- 
in  any  sense  has  any  claim  or  right  ta, 
I  regard  with  apprehension  the  oon- 
tinoance  of  a  condition  of  things  which 
renders  it  possible  that  such  a  property 
may  be  in  any  degree  damaged  or  lost 
There  is  another  Bill  of  very  consider- 
able importance  which  arises  ont  of  thr 
proposals  of  Her  Majesty's  Gk>verBnientr 
and  which  is  now  in  possession  of  the 
House,  although  it  haa  not  yet 
been  read  a  second  time,  and  that 
is  the  Police  Bill.  That,  I  hope 
is  a  Bill  which  is  to  be  regarded 
as  not  a  contentions  measure  or  a  Parfy 
measure,  and,  having  r^^rd  to  the  tuDt 
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portance  of  the  claimB  of  a  most  deserv- 
ing body  of  men  thronghont  the  country, 
I  hope  I  may  regard  that  Bill  as  one 
which  will  not  be  met  by  what  I  should 
call  Party  opposition  ;  and  in  case  of  that 
Bill  being  read  a  second  time  within  a 
reasonable  time,  I  think  it  may  well  go 
to  a  Standing  Committee,  in  order  that 
all  the  clauses  and  the  schedules  may  be 
most  carefally  examined  in  the  manner 
in  which  Sttuiding  Committees  of  this 
House  do  discharge  their  duties  to  the 
House.  The  Government  will  be  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  work  of  that  Com- 
mittee— I  will  not  say  absolutely,  be- 
cause it  would  be  dangerous  to  say 
beforehand '  what  the  Government  may 
feel  it  their  duty  to  do— but  the  Standing 
Committee  will,  I  am  sure,  deal  with 
a  Bill  of  this  character  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  Government  will,  I  hope,  be 
able  to  accept  their  conclusions.  There 
are  two  other  Bills  which  have  been 
frequently  referred  to,  one  by  my  hon. 
Friend  behind  me,  and  one  by  the  junior 
Member  for  Northampton.  I  refer  to  the 
Western  Australia  Bill  and  to  the  Indian 
Councils  Bill.  These  Bills  must  be 
passed.  I  say  that  with  due  respect  to 
the  House ;  but  we  feel  that  they  must 
be  passed  in  the  coarse  of  the  present 
Session,  and  we  shall  certainly  put  them 
in  a  front  place  at  the  earliest  possible 
period,  and  shall  ask  the  House  to  con- 
sider them  as  soon  as  we  are  relieved 
from  Committee  on  the  Local  Taxation 
Bill.  The  Barracks  Bill  is  also  a  measure 
of  very  great  importance.  It  is  not  a 
large  measure.  It  is  one  on  which 
some  difference  of  opinion  prevails, 
and  it  is  right  that  that  difEer- 
muse  of  opinion  should  be-  fairly 
and  fully  discussed,  but  I  hope  it  will 
pass  without  much  delay.  There  is  a 
Bill  which  has  not  been  introduced,  and 
aa  to  which  I  hope  little  difficulty  will 
arise.  That  is  the  Census  Bill,  which 
must  also  be  passed  this  year.  There 
remain  two  or  three  other  measures, 
which,  I  think,  are  not  contentions 
measures — one  is  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Amendment  and  Con- 
solidation Bill — as  to  which  I  believe 
hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  are  in  agreement  that  it  is 
desirable  that  these  measures  should  be 
passed  into  law  this  Session.  The  course 
we  shall  take  with  regard  to  these 
measures  is  to  read  them  a  second  time, 


as  quickly  as  possible,  and  send  them  to 
a  Standing  Committee.  There  is  the 
Savings  &nks  Bill,  to  which  I  hope 
there  will  be  very  little  opposition. 
There  is  a  Bill  which  we  should  have 
been  very  glad  to  have  pesed  into  law 
this  year,  if  time  had  permitted,  but 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  have  given  notice  of  opposition, 
and  have  informed  me  privately,  in  the 
most  frank  manner,  that  they  would  feel 
it  their  duty  to  raise  considerable  dis- 
cussion upon  it.  I  refer  to  the  Employers' 
Inability  Bill.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  do  not  think  it  would  be  pos- 
sible for  us  to  persevere  with  tliat  Bill 
this  Session.  There  is  also  another  Bill 
with  which  we  should  wish  to  proceed,  if 
possible,  and  I  hope  that  an  arrangement 
may  be  made  with  Scotch  Members 
which  will  enable  progress  to  be  made 
with  that  measure.  I  refer  to  the 
Private  Bill  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill, 
but  if  it  should  meet  with  anything  like 
persistent  opposition,  it  is  not  one  iu 
regard  to  which  we  should  ask  the  House 
to  prolong  its  sitting.  I  have  not  re- 
ferred to  all  the  Bills  on  the  Paper,  but 
I  have  referred  to  all  the  Bills  of  an 
important  character,  or  rather  of  a 
character  that  would  be  likely  to  cause 
considerable  discussion.  There  is  also 
the  Electoral  Disabilities  Removal  BiU, 
which  is  a  measure  of  some  importance, 
and  we  shall  endeavour  to  find  time  for 
it,  but  it  is  obvious  that  we  cannot  ask 
the  House  to  sit  for  a  prolonged  (>eriod 
in  order  to  pass  that  Bill.  With  regard 
to  the  Friendly  Societies  Bill,  I  am 
afraid  it  is  not  possible  to  pass  that  Bill 
this  Session.  The  question  is  one  of 
importance,  but  it  is  again  one  of  those 
measures  which,  although  not  of  a  Party 
character,  still  deserves  to  be  fully  dis- 
cussed, and,  looking  at  the  period  of  the 
Session  and  the  desire  of  the  House  for 
ttn  earlier  adjournment  than  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  of  late  years,  I  am 
afraid  it  will  be  necessary  to  postpone  its 
consideration  for  another  Session.  I  am 
not  aware  whether  there  is  any  other  point 
to  which  I  need  refer  on  the  present 
occasion.  It  is  obvious  that  we  shall  be 
desirous  of  proceeding  with  Supply  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  We  have 
no  wish  but  to  wind  up  the  business  of 
the  Session  as  soon  as  possible.  Probably 
there  are  few  persons  in  this  House  on 
whom  public  business  presses  with  so 
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much  severity  as  those  who  sit  on  these 
Benches,  and  there  can  be  no  desire  on 
our  part  to  proloi^  the  Session. 

Mb.  sexton  :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  intends 
going  throogh  this  enormous  legislative 
programme  before  he  comes  to  the  finan- 
cial business  of  the  Session  t 
•Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  find,  when  he  considers  the 
various  mea'^ures  I  have  referred  to,  that 
the  legislative  programme  is  not  so 
enormous  as  he  supposes.  We  desire  to 
proceed  with  the  LocalTazation  Bill,  bnt 
my  impression  is  that  a  very  few  days 
will  be  sufficient  to  dispose  of  the  other 
business  to  which  I  have  referred. 
Almost  the  whole  of  them  are  practically 
of  a  non-contentious  character.  The 
Government  do  not  intend  to  take  up 
Supply  until  the  Local  Taxation  Bill  has 
been  disposed  of.  There  is  the  question 
of  the  Police  Vote.  With  reference 
to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
Government  think' it  desirable  that  this 
should  be  considered  as  early  as  possible. 
We  propose,  therefore,  to  take  the  Vote 
on  Friday — [An  hon.  Member:  What 
Vote?] — ^the  Metropolitan  Police— and 
the  Standing  Order  on  Monday.  I  shall 
endeavour  to  place  the  Standing  Order 
in  the  hands  of  Members  on  Thursday, 
and  not  later  than  Friday. 

Mr.  a.   O'CONNOR   (Donegal,  E.) : 
Do  the  Government  propose  to  take  a 
Vote  on  Account  ? 
•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  I  hope  not.  Sir. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian)  :  I  rise  for  a  very  narrow 
and  specific  purpose,  because  I  draw  a 
broad  distinction  between  the  important 
statement  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  just  made  with  respect  to  the 
arrangement  of  the  business  for  the 
present  Session,  and  the  notice  he  has 
given  for  the  introduction  of  a  new  mea 
sure  with  respect  to  the  business  both 
now  and  hereafter.  I  presume  the 
statement  of  the  arrangemenis  for  the 
present  Session  may  require  some  dis- 
cussion, bnt  into  that  I  do  not  intend  to 
go.  I  rise  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  a  notice  and  putting  a  question. 
We  have  heard  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's draft  of  the  Standing  Order, 
and  I  quite  concur  that  he  ought  not  to 
be  held  bound  to  the  particular  expres- 
sions of  his  Standing  Order,  particularly 
after  the  doctrine  laid  down  to-night  as 
Mr.  W.  H.  SmUh 


to  the  explanation  of  a  very  important 
letter  which"  appeared  in  the  Times.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  entitled  to  thai 
after  what  we  have  heard  as  to  the 
licences  of  construction  and  amendment 
But  that  is  not  the  matter  in  hand.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  have 
given  his  notice,  and  I  wish  to  give 
another  notice  on  the  same  subject  and 
in  the  same  sense.  I  do  not  give  the 
precise  terms,  but  I  wish  to  state  that  a 
Motion  will  be  made,  when  the  rij^t 
hon.  Gentleman  proposes  his  Standing 
Order,  from  this  side  of  the  House,  to 
the  effect  that  so  grave  a  change  in  the 
usage  of  Parliament  and  the  practice  d. 
the  Constitution  ought  not  to  be  made 
without  our  having,  agreeably  to  former 
precedents,  previous  examination  by  a 
carefully-selected  Committee.  That  ia 
the  notice  I  have  to  give ;  bnt  I  wish 
also  to  put  a  question  in  the  nature  of  a 
suggestion  to  the  right  hon.  Ctentlemau, 
and  I  hope  this  further  proposal  will  be 
acceptable  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
It  is  in  the  nature  of  a  suggestion — it  ia 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  subject  has  been 
on  previous  occasions  before  the  House, 
all  Bills  which  would  now  be  extremely 
difficult  of  access — those  Bills  repre- 
senting the  positive  action  of  the  otiicr 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  or  representing 
proposals  which  that  portion  of  the 
Legislature  htts  entertained  ;  I  would 
ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  give  directions  for  the  re-printing  of 
those  Bills,  and  that  they  be  circnlated 
so  that  hon.  Members  may  have  the 
benefit  of  knowing  the  contents  of  those 
Bills  ? 

•Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  shall  endeavour 
to  comply  with  the  suggestion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  the  Bills  shall 
be  printed  and  circulated. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  have  no 
doubt  there  will  be  included  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  this  House  upon  a 
Bill  sent  down  in  1848. 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  shaU  take  care 
that  the  fullest  information,  as  far  as 
possible,  shall  be  communicated  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  (Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne):  Iwish  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  after  the  announce- 
ment which  we  have  just  heard  as  to  the 
Land  Parchase  Bill.  As  the  right  hon. 
G«ntleman  is  aware,  with  regard  to  the 
Ashbourne  Act  of  1888,  it  is  not  in  the 
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power  of  the  dommissioners  to  receive 
applications  after  the  funds  placed  at 
their  disposal  are  exhausted.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  funds  will  be 
exhausted  certainly  before  the  end  of 
this  year.  The  announcement  that  the 
Land  Bill  is  to  be  abandoned  for  this 
year  puts  us  in  this  position — the  Bill 
can  hardly  become  law  for  another  12 
months,  so  that  for  a  period  of  six  months 
the  Ashbonme  Act  will  be  suspended. 
I  want  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  is  prepared  for  that  suspen- 
sion. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  unduly  depressed 
both  as  to  the  amount  of  money  and  with 
regard  to  the  time  that  it  will  take  for 
the  Land  Bill  to  pass  into  law.  He 
anticipates  that  the  surplus  money  under 
the  Ashbourne  Act  will  all  have  been 
exhausted.  I  hope  both  prophecies  are 
below  the  mark.  I  trust  the  money 
will  last  longer  than  he  thinks,  and  I 
have  every  expectation  that  the  BUI  will 
have  passed  into  law  long  before  another 
year  has  passed  by.  If  he  asks  me 
whether  I  should  regret  that  any 
interval  should  elapse  between  the  final 
conclusion  of  the  Afihboume  Act  and  the 
inception  of  the  policy  of  the  Land  Bill, 
I  reply  I  should  greitly  regret  it ;  and 
if  it  should  arise  it  will  be  from  other 
causes  than  those  over  which  I  have 
control.     I  shall  not  be  responsible  for  it. 

Me.  J.  MORLEY:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  be  should  regret 
if  there  should  be  any  suspension, 
and  yet  he  says  that  the  applica- 
tions will  not  be  sufficiently  numer- 
ous to  exhaust  the  funds.  Those 
statements  are  opposed  to  each  other. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Surely  not. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  hope,  now 
that  the  Land  Purchase  Bill  has  been 
abandoned  till  next  Session,  and  in  view 
of  what  took  place  in  the  Second  Read- 
ing Debate,  the  Local  Government  Bill 
will  be  laid  before  the  House  and  printed 
and  circulated  before  we  are  called  on 
to  proceed  farther  with  the  Land  Bill. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  should  re- 
quire  notice  of  that. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  shall  repeat  it  to- 
morrow. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  I  ask  as  to  the 
India  Councils  Bill.  I  hope  we  shall 
have  full  notice  when  it  will  be  taken. 
We  ought  to  have  at  least  two  days' 


notice,  and  that  should  be  possible  under 
the  new  arrangement. 

•Mr.  CHILDERS  (Edinburgh,  S.): 
I  shall  be  glad  if  the  First  Lord  will 
inform  us  when  we  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  presided  over  by  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Rossendale  1 
Mb.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee) :  I  beg 
to  give  notice  that  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House 
moves  his  Standing  Order,  I  shall  move 
that  it  be  extended  to  BUls  passed  by 
this  House  and  rejected  by  tiie  House 
of  Lords. 

•Sib  U.  KAY  -  SHUTTLEWORTH 
(Lancashire,  Clitheroe) :  What  will  be 
done  with  regard  to  the  Industrial 
Schools  Bill  and  the  Reformatories  Bill, 
which  have  lately  come  from  the  House 
of  Lords  1 

•Mb.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rush- 
clifte)  :  Are  we  to  understand  that  when 
Bills  are  suspended  by  the  Standing 
Order  the  Amendments  will  also  be 
carried  over? 

•Mb.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  (Birming- 
ham, S.)  :  Will  there  be  an  earlier  meet- 
ing of  Parliament  than  usual  next  yeart 

•Capi>ain  VERNEY  :  I  should  .like  to 
remind  the  Government  that  two  years 
ago  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
I^rd  of  the  Treasury  gave  a  definite  and 
personal  pledge  to  introduce  a  District 
Councils  Bill  in  the  Session  next  en- 
suing. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  Perhaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  good 
enough  to  state  whether,  in  arranging 
the  programme,  he  has  made  any  esti- 
mate of  the  day  in  December  this  Session 
will  come  to  a  close  t 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  Do  we  under- 
stand that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
intends  to  sacrifice  the  Employers' 
Liability  Bill  to  this  Compensation  Bill  ? 
I  want  a  definite  answer.  If  that  Bill 
is  not  proceeded  with  very  great  objec- 
tion will  be  taken  to  the  Compensation 
Bill  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
mean  to  employ  the  time  of  the  House 
on  the  Local  Taxation  Bill,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  Employers'  Liability  Bill  1 

Mb.  H.  GARDNER :  Will  the  Tithes 
Bill  be  taken  after  the  Local TaxationBill? 
Mb.  BAUMANN  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  :  Will  the  Leader  of  the  House 
consider  the  propriety  of  taking  Wednes- 
days? 
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Mb.  D.  CRAWFORD :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  overlooked  the  Corrapt 
Practices  (Manicipal  Elections)  Bill.  It 
has  been  retnmed  hj  the  Grand  Com* 

Mb.  HDNTEB  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  There 
is  the  Police  Superannuation  Bill  for 
Scotland.  Is  it  intended  to  pass  that 
during  the  present  Session ;'  and,  if  so, 
will  it  come  into  operation  during  the 
current  year  t 

(5.30.)  Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON: 
Maj  I  ask  whether  it  is  intended  to  take 
any  action  on  the  Report  of  the  Sweating 
Committee  ? 

(5.30.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HBALY  :  I  would 
ask  why,  when  the  Goremment  pledg«id 
themselres  to  introduce  a  measure  of 
Local  Gkivemment  for  Ireland,  nothing 
has  been  heard  of  it,  while  the  Licensing 
Bill,  of  which  no  mention  was  made  in 
the  Queen's  Speech,  has  been  thrust  to 
the  front.  As  the  Land  Purchase  Bill 
has  been  dropped,  when  may  the  House 
expect  to  see  signs  of  the  great  (Jovem- 
ment  policy  for  Ireland  which  was 
promised  as  far  back  as  1886  Y 

(5.31.)  Me.  SEXTON:  I  would 
inquire  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's plans  are  sufiSciently  tor  advanced 
to  enable  him  to  indicate  on  what  day  he 
will  move  his  Resolution  1 

•(5.31.)  Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  will 
endeavour  to  reply  to  the  numerous 
questions  which  have  been  addressed  to 
me  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
asked  ;  but  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast,  I  may  say  that  I  pro- 
posed to  move  the  Resolution  on  Monday 
next.  In  view  of  the  request  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian,  that  the  House  should  be 
furnished  with  copies  of  certain  Bills 
and  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
place  them  in  the  hands  of  Members  at 
once,  I  shall  have  to  see  whether  it  is 
possible  to  adhere  to  Monday.  As  to  the 
Indian  Councils  Bill,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh)  must 
see  that  at  present  I  cannot  hold  myself 
bound  to  any  particular  date.  Notice 
will  be  given  before  the  Bill  is  taken. 
The  Government  hope  that  the  Em- 
ployers' Liability  Bill  will  be  received 
with  consideration  and  without  occupying 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House.  The 
hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Broadhurst) 
shakes  his  head,  and  if  he  implies  by 
that  that  much  time  will  be  occupied  in 


dealing  with  the  measure,  I  am  tinoA 
it  will  be  impossible  to  take  it.  'Bm, 
and  the  Reformatory  and  Industrial 
Schools  Bill,  are  non-oontentious  Bills — 
if  they  are  contentious,  there  will  be' 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  proceeding  with 
them.  But  we  shall  place  the  Bills 
before  the  House,  and  it  will  be  for  the 
House  to  say  whether  they  are  to  become 
law.  As  to  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission,  the  understanding  is  that 
any  observations  which  hon.  Gentlemen 
may  think  it  right  to  make  on  that  Repi»t 
will  be  properly  taken  on  the  War  Office 
Vote,  which  we  shall  put  forward 
as  soon  as  possible.  An  hon.  Member 
asked  whether  the  Amendments  on  Oie 
Paper  to  the  Land  Purchase  (Ireland) 
BiU,  which  is  to  be  suspended,  can  be 
carried  ever  to  next  Session.  My  im- 
preseion  is  that  it  will  be  possible  to  do 
that ;  but  under  any  circumstances,  the 
Amendments  can  remain  on  the  Paper, 
and  it  will  be  for  hon.  Members  to  direct 
the  clerk  at  the  Table  to  put  them  back 
again  as  they  are  next  Session.  It  cer- 
tainly is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  recommend  an  earlier  meeting 
of  Parliament  next  year,  with  a  view  to 
securing  an  earlier  adjournment.  [An 
hon.  Meubeb:  When  will  the  Se38i(m 
commence  1]  I  am  afraid  I  can  hardly 
say  that.  Perhaps  all  that  is  desired  hj 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mentha* 
for  Bridgeton  will  not  be  attained,  bat  a 
great  deal  of  it  will  be,  we  hope.  I  can 
only  say  that  we  hope  and  desire  to  pass 
the  Tithe  Bill,  and  as  to  the  District 
Councils  Bill,  we  have  a  great  desire  to 
bring  it  in ;  but  the  prolonged  discussim 
on  other  Bills  has  made  it  impossible  to 
do  so.  It  is  suggested  that,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Votes  in  Supply,  Wednesdays 
should  be  taken  by  the  Government. 
No  doubt  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  ask  the  House  for  Wed- 
nesdays later  in  the  Session.  [An  hon. 
Membee:  What  about  Sundays?]  But 
there  are  still  some  Bills  which  private 
Members  have  iu  hand,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  hardly  fair  to  them  to  ask  the 
House  to  give  the  Government  Wednes- 
days, at  any  rate,  not  for  two  or  three 
more  Wednesdays.  The  Scotch  Police 
Superannuation  Bill,  I  am  informed  by 
the  Lord  Advocate ,  is  in  a  forward  state  of 
prep(u:ation,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  accepted 
by  Scotch  Members,  and  will  not  meet 
with  opposition.    The  Corrapt  Practice* 
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(Scotland)  Bill  is  practically,  I  beUeve, 
accepted  by  Scotch  Members.  It  has 
been  passed  by  the  Standing  Committee 
and  is  now  for  consideration  on  Report, 
and  I  take  it  for  g^ranted  that  it  wiU  pass 
without  much. delay.  In  regard  to  the 
Local  Ch)Ternment  (Ireland)  Bill,  I  can- 
not enter  into  an  argament  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Longford  about  the  prece- 
dence due  to  this  Bill.  We  are  anxious 
to  introduce  such  a  measure,  but  we 
must  introduce  measures  in  the  order  we 
think  best ;  and  we  cannot  undertake  to 
introduce  this  Bill  until  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Bill  has,  at  all  events,  attained 
considerable  prog^ress  in  this  House. 

(5.39).  Me.  W.  B.  GLADSTONE  :  I 
do  not  wish  to  extend  the  remarks  I  have 
made,  but  I  think  it  is  impossible  that  I 
should  allow  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  remain  without  one  or 
two  observations.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  upshot  of  what  we  hare  heard  is  this : 
that  everything  in  the  House  in  which 
theGovemmentare  interested, or  in  which 
anybody  else  is  interested,  is  to  be 
sacrificed  for  the  Licensing  Bill.  It  is 
the  Licensing  Bill  obviously,  and  it  is 
the  licensing  Bill  alone,  which  blocks 
the  way.  If  it  remains  in  the  position 
in  which  it  now  stands,  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  to  which 
we  had  all  fondly  looked  forward  as  the 
harbinger  of  shortened  labours  is,  on  the 
contrary,  a  distinct  intimidation  to  us  of 
a  Session  of  indefinite  length.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been  very 
laudably  anxious  to  pass  the  Tithe  Bill, 
because,  whether  all  its  principles  are 
right  or  not,  the  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  save  a  property  which  is 
recognised  as  national  property.  But 
whenever  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
asked  about  the  Licensing  Bill,  the 
answer  always  is  that  the  Government 
are  determined  to  pass  it.  Yet  to-day, 
in  reference  to  the  Tithe  Bill,  he  can 
only  say  that  he  desires  and  hopes  to 
pass  it  Desires  are  uncertain  and  hopes 
are  shadowy  and  unsubstantial  affairs. 
The  determinations  of  the  Grovemment 
are  confined,  as  it  appears-^-sxcept  in 
tegard  to  an  Indian  BUI  and  the  Western 
Australia  BUI — to  the  Licensing  Bill, 
which  was  never  mentioned  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  or  even  heard  of  before 
the  middle  of  the  Session.  Therefore,  I 
unjustified  in  pointing  out  the  extra- 
Ofdinary  position  in  which  we  stand. 


Even  as  to  the  Indian  Councils  Bill,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  say  when 
the  discussion  will  be  taken  on  that  Bill 
and  on  the  Western  Australia  Bill. 
Then  the  Beformatory  and  Industrial 
Schools  Bill  is  of  the  greatest  importance  > 
but  that  is  to  be  sacrificed  for  the  sake 
of  the  Licensing  Bill,  if  any  di£Sculty 
should  arise,  and  some  time,  it  appears, 
must  be  required  in  disposing  of  it.  For 
the  Barracks  Bill,  one  of  the  im-^ 
portant  measures  of  the  Crovemment, 
which  they  think  to  be  essential  to  the 
well-being  and  comfort  of  the  Army,  no 
time  can  be  mentioned,  although  we  have 
now  passed  a  half  of  the  month  of  June. 
The  Employers'  Liability  Bill  is  a  Bill 
directly  touching  the  welfare  of  the 
mass  of  the  labourers  of  this  country, 
and  this  Bill  is,  if  need  be,  to  be  sacrificed 
— for  it  is  virtually  giyen  up  this 
evening — in  order  to  prosecute  a  measure 
which  the  working  classes  of  this 
country,  from  one  end  of  this  country  to 
the  other,  absolutely  detest. 

(5.44.)  SiE  C.  LEWIS  (Antrim,  N.): 
Is  it  in  order.  Sir,  that  any  hon.  Member 
disagreeing  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  enter  into  this  controversy  ? 

•(5.44.)  Me.  speaker  :  Although 
there  is  no  question  directly  before  the 
House,  it  is  usual  on  such  special  occa- 
sions as  this  to  allow  some  latitude. 

•(5.44.)  Me.  W.  H.  SMITH :  Perhaps 
my  hon.  Friend  will,  for  the  convenience 
of  the  House,  allow  this  very  limited 
discussion  to  take  place. 

(6.45.)  Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE: 
The  only  alternative  to  the  latitude 
which  it  is  usual  to  grant  on  such  a 
special  and  peculiar  occasion  as  this  is  to 
make  a  Motion  for  the  adjournment  on 
the  ground  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's statement  raises  questions  of  press- 
ing urgency  for  the  House.  I  do  nofe 
desire  to  take  that  course.  What  I  want 
to  ask  is,  partly  in  the  tone  of  a  question 
and  inquiry  ai»l  partly  in  the  tone,  if  I 
may  so  say,  of  expostulation  and  even  of 
entreaty,  whether  we  are  still  to  see  in 
thi?  Licensing  Bill,  not  only  the  measure 
to  which,  on  its  merits,  we  so  fuiida» 
mentally  object,  but  also  the  instrument 
by  which  this  Session  is  to  be  indefinitely 
prolonged  and  other  valuable  measures, 
which  we  are  anxious  to  welcome  and 
discuss  fairly,  and  to  pass,  are  to  be 
placed  in  the  extremest  danger  or  are  at 
once  to  be  sacrificed  ?    Is  it  the  intentioi^ 
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of  the  GoTemment  still  to  press  forward 
this  Licensing  Bill  and  to  pass  it  into 
law? 
•(5.46.)  Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Per- 
haps  the  House  will  allow  me  to  reply 
very  shortly  to  the  observations  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  asks  me  in 
a  tone .  of  expostulation  and  entreaty 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  press  forward  the  Licensing  Bill ; 
and  he  attributes  to  the  Government  the 
whole  of  the  delay  and  responsibility  for 
the  whole  of  the  delay  in  public  bnsiness 
which  has  been  caused  by  the  Bill  to 
which  he  refers.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  a  very  long  experience  of  this 
House,  and  I  think  he  must  admit  that 
the  (Jovemment  are  at  liberty  and  are 
bound  to  press  forward  measures  which 
they  believe  to  be  necessary  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  at  large,  even 
although  a  minority  of  the  House  may 
entertain  very  strong  views  as  to  those 
measures.  I  think  I  should  be  inclined 
toaddressto  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.and 
to  those  who  are  acting  with  him,  an  en- 
treaty that  they  will  permit  a  measure, 
after  reasonable  discussion,  to  be  passed 
by  a  majority  of  this  House.  There  are 
times  and  seasons  in  which  opposition 
may  fairly  and  properly  be  developed,  and 
it  is  right  that  those  who  difEer  from  any 
measure  should  put  their  reasons  and 
statements  frankly  before  the  country 
and  the  House.  After  that  has  been 
done,  I  venture  to  ask  whether  the 
Grovernment  is  responsible  for  the  repe- 
tition of  Motions,  of  statements,  and  of 
arguments  which  unduly  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  ?  Is  it  to  be  laid  dovm 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  a  canon 
of  Parliamentary  law  that  if  the  Opposi- 
tion take  a  strong  view  as  to  a  particular 
measure  they  are  at  liberty  to  demand 
from  the  Government  that  that  measure 
shall  not  be  pressed?  Those  who  are 
responsible  for  the  business  of  the  House 
are  at  least  bound  to  take  the  course 
which  they  believe  to  be  right,  and  we 
are  at  liberty  to  appeal  to  the  Honse  not 
indefinitely  and  unreasonably — if  I  may 
use  the  word  without  offence — to  prolong 
Debates  upon  questions  which  have 
been  already  decided  by  the  House. 
With  ordinary  discussion  it  may  yet  be 
possible,  without  asking  for  any  sacrifice 
on  the  part  of  Members,  to  pass  many  of 
those  Bills  which  the  right  hon  Gentle- 
man has  mentioned.  I  should  be  glad  to 
Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone 


avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  ps^ng 
those  measures,  and  I  am  therefore  un- 
willing to  be  responsible  for  discharging 
them  from  the  Orders.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  Friends  can  assist 
the  House  in  discharging  its  duty  I  shall 
heartily  welcome  their  aid. 

(5.50.)  Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE: 
Are  we  to  understand  that  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  proceed  with  the  Local 
Taxation  Bill  until  it  has  gone  through 
Committee,  and  that  until  that  is  done 
they  will  postpone  the  consideration  of 
all  other  measures  t 
•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  I  am  afraid  tiiat 
we  must  take  that  course. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  when  the  Census  Bill  is 
introduced,  I  shall  move  clauses  in  it  to 
enable  the  Irish  people  to  express  their 
views  as  to  the  government  of  their 
country,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain the  exact  strength  of  the  contented 
minority. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOB  :  Do  the  Go- 
vernment seriously  mean  to  postpone 
their  proposals  as  to  Irish  Local  Govern- 
ment until  the  Land  Purchase  Bill  has 
been  disposed  of,  next  year,  or  the  year 
after? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  have  already 
stated  that  the  Local  Government  BiU 
for  Ireland  will  not  be  introduced  in  the 
present  Session.  It  would  be  contrary 
to  all  precedent  for  me  to  state  the  course 
which  the  Government  may  take  in  the 
next  Session  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  WADDY:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tell  us  whether  he  has 
formed  any  estimate  as  to  when  we  are 
likely  to  finish  the  Session  ? 

Me.  PICTON  :  I  should  Uke  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
has  any  evidence,  through  the  usual 
channels  of  Party  information,  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  in  this  country 
prefer  the  Compensation  Bill  to  the 
Irish  Local  Gtovernment  Bill  ? 

•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  have  jio  evi- 
dence whatever  as  to  any  agreement  in 
the  countiy  about  the  Irish  Local  Go- 
vernment Bill. 

•  De.  tanner  :  1  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  whether  he  will 
not  re-consider  this  question  with  regard 
to  Irish  Government,  which  was  referred 
to  in  the  Queen's  Speech  this  year,  or 
whether  he  will  remain  satisfied  with  his 
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present    lacrative    position    of     public 
execationcr} 

Mk.  H.  H.  fowler  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board  whether,  following  the  precedent 
of  the  Local  Goveniment  Bill  of  1888,  he 
will  Jay  on  the  Table  a  Paper  showing 
the  probable  amount  which  will  be 
given  to  each  county  under  the  three 
hesds  of  the  provisions  of  the  Local 
Taxation  Bill  f 

•Mb.  BITCHIE  :  I  will  endeavour  to 
meet  the  right  hon.  Crentleman's  views. 
I  may  say,  however,  it  will  be  impossible 
to  give  with  any  accuracy  the  amount 
which  will  be  received  1^  counties  and 
county  boroughs  in  those  counties  in 
which  there  are  county  boroughs. 


ENDOWED    CHARITIES    (OXFORD- 
SHIRE). 

Ratum  ordered — 

"Of  the  Digest  of  Endowed  Charities  in  the 
County  of  Oxford,  the  particulars  of  which 
are  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners for  England  and  Wales,  but  are  not 
recorded  in  the  General  Digest  of  Endowed 
Charities  in  that  County,  1869-70  (in  continu- 
ation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  292  (2).  of 
Stssion  1871)."— (J/r.VnmM  WiUiam  Lowthtr.) 

UETROPOLIS  MANAGEMENT  AND 
BUILDING  ACTS  AMENDMENf  BILL. 
Ordered,  That  the  parties  appearing  before 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Metropolis  Man- 
agement and  Building  Acts  Amendment  Bill 
have  leave  to  print  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 


taken  before  the  Committee,  day  by  day,  from 
the  Committee  Clerk's  Copy,  if  they  think  fit. 
— (Sir  OtOTft  Trtveltfon.) 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Resolutions  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee. 

1 .  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Wellingborongh 
and  District  Tramroads  Bill  [Lords],  the  Stand' 
ing  Orders  onght  to  be  dispensed  with :— That 
the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their 
Bill,  provided  that  Clause  £4  be  struck  out  of  th» 
Bill : — That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do 
report  how  far  snch  Order  has  been  complied 
with." 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Bill,  Petition  of  the  '  Commissioners 
of  Sewers  of  the  City  of  London,'  for  dispens- 
ing with  Standing  Order  129  in  the  case  of 
their  Petition  against  the  Bill,  the  said  Stand- 
ing Order  ought  to  be  dispensed  with." 

3.  "  That  in  the  case  o{  the  Stratford-npon- 
Avon,  Towcester,  and  Midland  Junction  Kail- 
way,  Petition  for  leave  to  deposit  a  Petition  for 
Bill,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed, 
with.  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  deposit 
their  Petition  for  a  Bill." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

WELLINGBOROUGH   AND    DISTRICT 
TRAMROADS  BILL  [LORDS]. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders  read., 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a^ 
second  time. 

PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 
Twelfth  Report  brought  up,  and  read  j 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


BANKRUPTCY  CASES  (CORK  AND  BELFAST). 
Return  ordered — 

"  Of  Petitions  in  Bankruptcy  and  Arrange  menta,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Belfast  and  Cort 
Local  Bankruptcy  Courts  respectively,  filed  ia  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Dublin  from  tb» 
Itt  day  of  June  1889  to  the  1st  day  of  June  1890 :— 


Number  of 

Petitions 

filed. 

By 
debtors. 

creditors. 

Number 
of  credit- 
ors in 
each  case. 

Number  of  cre- 
ditors resident 
in  Ulster  in  the 
case  of  a  Belfast 
Petition. 

Number  of  cre- 
ditors resident 
in  Munster  in 
the  case  of  a 
Cork  Petition. 

Number 

resident 

elsewhere. 

1          1 

2 

3 

4 

Total..   .. 

—(Xr.  Ftter  U'DonM.) 
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OKDNANCE  SURVEY. 


Returns  ordered- 


"  Of  the  number  and  amount  of  the  Increases  of  Fay  granted  to  Civil  Assistants  employed 
«n  skilled  duties  in  each  year,  from  1877-8  to  1888-90  .— 


Tear. 


Number  of  Civil 
Assistants  on  the 
1st  day  of  April- 


Entitled 

to 
pension. 


Not  en- 
titled to 
pension. 


Number  who  re- 
ceived Increases 
of  Pay- 


Entitled 

to 
pension. 


Not  en- 
titled to 
pension. 


Per 

centage 

who 
received 
Increases 
of  Pay 


Aggregate 
amount 

of 

Increases 

for  the 

Tear. 


Average  for  each 
person. 


Per 
diem. 


Per 
annum. 


Amount 

of 
Survey 
Vote. 


<■  Of  the  number  and  amount  of  Increases  of  Pay  granted  to  Boyal  Engi 
from  1877-8  to  1889-90  :— 

neersin 

eachyeir, 

Tear. 

Total 
number 

employed 
on  the 
1st  day 

of  April. 

Number 

who 

received 

Increases 

ol  pay. 

Per 
centage 

who 

received 

Increases 

of  Pay. 

Aggregate 
amount 

of 

Increases 

for  the 

year. 

Average  for  each 
person. 

Amount 

of 
Snrrvf 
Vote. 

Per 
diem. 

Per 
annum. 

"  And,  of  the  numbers  and  Bates  of  Pay  of  the  Civil  Assistants  and  Temporary  Civil  Aisia- 
4anta  employed  on  sHUed  duties  on  the  Ordnance  Survey  on  the  1st  day  of  April  in  each  of  the 
years  1877,  1880,  1883,  and  1890. 


Numbers  of  CSvil  AssistanU  and  Temporary  Civil  Assistants. 

Date. 

Under  5s.  per 
diem. 

6s.  and  under 
10s.  per  diem. 

lOs.  and  under ' 
ISs.  per  diem. 

ISs.  and  under 
20s.  per  diem. 

20.  to2i*. 
per  diem. 

Number. 

Per 
centage 

Number. 

Per 
centage. 

^f  umber. 

Per 

centage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Per 

centage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Per 
centage. 

— (ICr.  T.  M.  H«aly.) 
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BANKRUPTCY    ACT,    188J. 


Betom  ordered- 


"  Showiaff  for  the  High  Court  and  for  each  Connty  Court  Diatrict  (1)  the  total  number  of 
Cane  cloeed  during  the  years  1888  and  1889  which  were  administered  in  a  summary  manner 
under  section  121  of  'The  Bankruptcy  Act,  1883;'  (2)  the  number  of  such  Cases  'in  which 
the  Statement  of  Affairs  showed  Assets  exceeding  £300,  and  in  which  the  Assets  realised 
more  than  £300  and  less  than  £300  respectively  :  and  (3)  the  namber  of  such  Cases  in 
which  the  Statement  of  Affairs  showed  Assets  lass  than  £300,  but  in  which  the  Assets 
realised  more  than  £300 :— 


Total  number 
of  closed  Cases 

Number  of  summary  Cases  in 

which  Statement  of  Affairs  showed 

AsseU  exceeding  £300— 

Namber  of 
summary  Cases 
in  which  State- 
ment of  Afiiurs 
showed  Assets 
less  than  £300, 
but  in  which  the 
Assets  realised 

Diatrict. 

administered 
Summarily. 

In  which  Assets 

realised  more 

than  £300. 

In  which  Assets 
realised  less 
than  £800. 

1888. 

1889. 

1888. 

1889. 

1888. 

1889. 

1888. 

1889. 

—{Sir  CharUt  Ltwit.) 


MOTION. 


PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 
ADJOTJBNICBST  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

(6.0.)  Mr.  L&BOUGHEBE,  Member  for 
Northampton,  rose  in  his  place,  and  asked 
leave  to  move  the  Adjonrnment  of  the 
House,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  a 
definite  matter  of  urgent  public  import- 
ance, namely,  the  serious  condition  of 
Public  Business,  which  has  been  caused 
by  the  mismanagement  of  the  Govern- 
ment :  but  the  pleasure  of  the  House  not 
having  been  signified,  Mr.  Speaker  called 
on  those  Members  who  supported  ttie 
Motion  to  rise  in  their  plac^  and  not 
less  than  40  Members  having  accordingly 
risen: — 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  has  given  notice  of  his 
intention  to  move  an  alteration  in  the 
Standing  Orders  with  regard  to  carrying 
Bills  over  until  the  next  Session,  and  he 
has  also  laid  down  a  programme  of 
business  to  be  taken  during  the  present 
Session.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seems  to  be  under  the  impression  that 
his  programme  will  be  received  with 
thanks  by  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House,  and  that  it  is  a  &ir  and  legitimate 


and  proper  one  for  the  facilitation  of 
public  business.  The  House  ought  to 
look  back  a  little  in  order  to  consider 
what  it  is  that  has  brought  it  into  the 
present  difficulty,  because  most  unques- 
tionably the  House  at  the  present  moment 
is  in  a  very  great  mess  and  muddle, 
which,  I  contend,  is  entirely  due  to  the 
action  of  the  Government.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  Session  there  was,  as 
usual,  a  Speech  from  the  Throne.  In  it 
the  House  was  told  that  certain  Bills 
would  be  brought  forward,  but,  in 
addition  to  this,  it  is  desirable  to  remem- 
ber, for  no  particular  reason  that  I 
could  understand,  Parliament  met  later 
this  Session  than  in  any  previous 
Session.  I  think,  however,  that  the 
Government  programme,  as  then  laid 
down,  was  a  full  progranmie.  We  were 
told  there  was  to  be  a  Bill  to  alter  the 
present'  system  of  Tithes,  a  Bill  for  Land 
Purchase  in  Ireland,  and  it  was  indicated 
there  would  be  a  Bill  for  the  Local 
Government  of  Ireland.  These  were  to 
be  the  Government  Bills,  as  the  House 
understood.  But  the  Irish  Local  Go- 
vernment Bill  has  disappeared.  It  was 
only  after  Whitsuntide  tiat  the  Bill  for 
Land  Purchase  in  Ireland  was  read  a 
second  time  ;  but  suddenly,  just  before 
YHiitsuntide,  it  was  sprung  upon    the 
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Honse  in  a  sort  of  indirect,  incidental 
way  at  first,  that  it  wonld  have  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  compensation  for 
the  pablicans  whose  licences  were  not  to 
be  renewed.  If  Uer  Majesty's  Ministers 
had  looked  at  the  question  as  practical 
men,  seeing  what  is  the  ordinary  habit 
of  the  House  in  regard  to  discussion, 
knowing  that  the  Limd  Bill  for  Ireland 
would  meet  with  the  strongest  opposi- 
tion,  knowing  that  the  Tithe  Bill  wonld 
be  most  exhaustively  discussed,  they 
must  have  seen  that  it  was  monstrous 
and  preposterous  for  the  First  Ix>rd  then 
to  spring  upon  the  House  this  Compen- 
sation Bill.  But  surely  the  House  had 
a  right  to  suppoB3  that  the  prominent 
and  important  measures  of  the  Session 
were  those  mentioned  in  the  Queen's 
Speech.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  Ministers 
were  not  entirely  at  one  with  each 
other.  Each  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  his  own  little  Bill.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  his  Land  Bill,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  wanted  to  distin- 
guish himself  in  the  naatter.  I  do  not 
say  that  it  is  a  case  of  absolute  jealousy 
between  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  they 
are  two  eminent  Gentlemen,  sitting  on 
the  same  Bench,  and  each  is  eager  to 
distinguish  himself.  Then  there  is 
another  element.  We  have  not  the 
advantage  of  possessing  the  Prime 
Minister  as  a  Member  of  this  House,  but 
the  Hous3  has  the  son  of  the  Prime 
Minister  parpetnally  coming  forward  like 
Master  Wackford  Squeers,  and  asking 
when  a  Bill  in  which  his  father  was  appa- 
rently especially  interested  was  going  to 
be  put  before  the  House.  We  have  heard 
of  pefions  trying  to  drive  three  coaches 
abreast  through  Temple  Bar,  but  here 
we  have  three  gentlemen  on  the  Trea- 
sury Bench  trying  to  cut  each  other 
out,  and  each  trying  to  push  forward  his 
own  Bill.  This  is  the  cause  of  the 
block.  But,  surely,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  does  not  forget  that  he  is  un- 
der a  pledge  to  the  House.  During  the  last 
two  or  three  Sessions  the  consideration  of 
the  Estimates  has  been  .persistently 
put  o£E  until  the  end  of  the  Session. 
We  know  what  that  means.  We  know 
that  in  August  there  is  the  greatest 
anxiety  on  the  part  of  Members  to  get 
away  for  the  holidays,  and  any  hon. 
Member  who  wishes  fairly  to  discuss 
questions  connected  with  tha  Estimates 
Mr.  Labouchere 


finds  the  greatest  difficulty  in  resisting 
the  general  feeling  then  prevalent,  and 
the  question  is  probably  allowed  to  drop. 
The  House  was  told  last  Session  that  the 
Government   would  bring   forward  the 
Estimates    early     this     Session.       Un- 
doubtedly, some  Estimates    were    con- 
sidered at  an  early  period,  and  I  and  my 
hon.    Friends    showed    ourselves  to  be 
most  kindly  disposed  towards  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.     In  two  or  three  days 
a  great  many  Votes  were  passed — an  ex- 
ceptional number,  considering  the  time 
devoted  to   them.     About   32  days  are 
ordinarily  devoted  to  the  Estimates  in  the 
course  of  a  Session.     Up  to  the  present 
this  Session  we  have  only  had  six  or 
seven    days.     If,    then,    we    take    the 
average  number  of  days,  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  will   s^e  that  we  have  a 
claim   for  at   least   20  more  days  for 
Supply.      There    are    most    important 
matters  connected  with  the  Estimates  at 
the  present  time.       There  has   hardly 
been  a  single  Irish   Debate  during  the 
present    Session.    The    Irish    Members 
have  given  a  free  hand  to  Ministers,  bat 
they  wish  to  raise  most  important  points 
on  the  Estimates.     At  present  Ireland  is 
governed  under  exceptional  legislation, 
and   the    right    hon.  Member   for  Mid 
Lothian  once  said   that   so   long  as  this 
kind  of  legislation  is  in  force  every  Irish 
Representative    has  a  perfect  right  to 
bring  forward  any  case  of  injustice  or 
un&drness  in  the  administration  of  the 
law.      The  Law  Courts  in  Ireland  are 
closed,    but  the   House  of  Commons  is 
open  to  the  Irish  Members  and  the  Irish 
people.     The  Government  now  say  that 
they  are    going   to   proceed    with    this 
miserable  Publicans'  Compensation  Bill 
How  long  do  they  think  the  discussion 
will  last?     I  think  that  the   Bill  wiU 
scarcely  get  through  all  its  stages  within 
a  fortnight.     There  is  also  the  proposal 
to  alter  the  Standing  Order.     How  long 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  think  this 
will  take  ?  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
seems  to  be  under  the  impression  that 
the  House  is  not  going  to  discuss  this 
alteration ;  in  limine  I  protest  against 
the  proposed  alteration  being  a  Standing 
Order,  but  Amendments  will  have  to  be 
proposed  and   discussed.      Then,  when 
will  there  be  time  for  the  Estimates  f 
Their  consideration  will  have  to  bo  put 
off  until  some  time  in  August,  and  if  ^ 
House  takes  20  days  for  their  considera- 
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tion,  this  will  carry  the  sitting  of  the 
Honse  into  September.  There  will  be 
protests  raised  by  the  Gtovernment 
against  what  is  described  as  the  obstruc- 
ion  of  the  Opposition,  bat  it  ought  to  be 
clearly  laid  before  the  country  that  it  is 
not  obstruction  which  causes  the  delay, 
bat  the  utter  muddling  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers.  The  Government  have  no 
right,  at  any  time,  to  put  ofE  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Estimates  until  August  or 
September,  and  they  have  especially  no 
right  in  the  present  Session,  in  view  of 
their  former  pledges,  and  in  view  of  the 
fiict  that  they  have  taken  away  the 
Private  Members'  days.  In  these  circum- 
stances it  would  be  desirable  that  the 
Honse  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
registering  a  protest  against  the  coarse 
pnrsned  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  the  present  Session,  and,  therefore,  I 
beg  to  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  do  now  adjoam." — 
(J/r.  Labouchere.) 

(6.15.)  Mb.  PARNELL  (Cork)  :  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  House 
for  the  action  he  has  taken  in  reference 
to  this  important  subject.  There  is  no 
question  which  can  more  profitably  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Honse  than  an  attempt 
to  search  out  some  method  by  which  we 
may  rescue  the  House  from  the  entsmgle- 
ment,  the  morass  in  which  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  landed  us  by 
their  utter  mismanagement  of  public 
business.  We  have  listened  to-night 
with  the  utmost  interest  to  the  state- 
msnt  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  to  the  Government  proposals.  Speak- 
ing for  myself,  I  can  only  say  that  the 
result  of  my  attention  to  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  to  fill  my 
mind  with  dismay  as  to  the  future. 
When  1  heard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
calmly  going  over  the  long  list  of 
measures  that  he  proposed  to  save  from 
the  annual  slaughter  of  the  innocents, 
and  ending  with  108  Votes  in  Supply, 
and  with  the  Amendment  of  the  Bales  of 
Procedure  under  the  guise  of  a  new 
Standing  Order,  I  was  obliged  to  bring 
my  mind  forward  to  the  almost  certain 
probability  that  the  House,  if  it  is  to 
carry  out  the  programme  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  will  find  itself  sitting  at 

VOL.  CCCXLV.    [third  semes.] 


the  beginning  of  October.  If  there  is 
to  be  proper  attention  given  to  the 
various  measures  named  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  proper  discussion  of 
the  financial,  colonial,  English,  Scotch, 
and  Irish  questions  which  must  arise  on 
the  various  Votes  in  Supply,  we  cannot 
possibly  hope  to  leave  this  House  for  our 
holidays  before  an  interval  of  three 
montk.  It  is  time  for  the  House  to  do 
something  to  help  the  Government  out 
of  this  mess,  to  accept  the  invitation 
extended  to  it  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  to  assist  the  Government,  not, 
indeed,  in  the  futile  way  suggested  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  bat  to  assist 
the  Government  against  their  own 
incapacity.  For  the  position  in  which 
we  are  now^  and  the  tenfold  worse 
position  in  which  we  shall  be  if  we  are 
to  allow  the  Government  to  plunge 
deeper  into  the  morass,  is  due  to  tiie 
want  of  all  ordinary  power  of  calculation, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  as  to  the 
management  of  their  business  since  the 
beginning  of  the  Session.  I  should  not 
be  justified  in  doing  more  than  re- 
ferring to  the  new  Standing  Order  to  be 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
It  may  be  a  good  thing  in  a  small  way, 
but  it  appears  to  be  ludicrously  inade- 
quate for  the  object  in  view.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  seems  to  be 
conscious  of  the  ridiculous  mouse  he  has 
produced,  and  every  one  who  listened 
to  him  must  know  that  his  pro- 
posal will  be  utterly  inadequate. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  the 
Government  proposal  is  not  a  proposal  to 
do  more  work,  but  to  throw  away  the 
work  which  it  has  undertaken  unwisely, 
and  witliout  due  calculation  of  its  own 
powers,  after  much  time  has  been  lost 
upon  it.  The  proposal  does  not  go  to 
the  root  of  the  question.  It  will  not 
enable  the  House  to  do  a  particle  more 
work.  It  will,  when  we  have  lost- 
valuable  time,  leave  us,  after  we  have  lost 
days  and  nights  in  considering  grave 
Constitutional  questions,  in  as  bad  a 
position  as  we  are  in  at  present.  Surely 
it  is  not  too  l^te  to  ask  the  Government 
to  retrace  their  steps,  to  take  the  House 
into  their  confidence,  and  ask  the  House 
how  we  may  save  the  relics  of  the  Session. 
We  have  not  had  a  single  Irish  Vote 
brought  forward  yet.  We  have  been 
asked  for  various  Votes  on  Account. 
The  Constitutional  power  of  the  House 
2  X 
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over  the  grant  of  money  to  the  Crown 
for  the  service  of  the  year  is  a  real 
question  with  us  in  Ireland,  although  it 
may  be  only  a  formal  question  with  yon 
in  England.  In  Ireland  the  Crown  has 
unfettered  control,  and  the  Estimates  give 
U3  the  only  opportunity  we  have  of 
stopping  the  Chief  Secretary  in  his 
arbitrary  career  in  Ireland.  In  these 
circumstances  we  have  a  right  to  ask  that 
the  Estimates  should  be  brought  forward 
in  reasonable  time,  and  that  the  Con- 
stitutional powers  of  the  House  should 
not  be  constantly  abrogated  as  they  have 
been  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
The  House  has  been  considering  the 
question  of  procedure  for  many  years. 
I  remember  when  an  attempt  was  made 
to  deal  with  the  subject  15  years  ago. 
I  then  ventured  to  predict  that  no 
Amendment  of  the  Standing  Orders 
would  be  ever  worth  the  time  spent 
upon  it,  and  I  venture  now  to  predict 
that  you  will  lose  your  time  more  com- 
pletely than  you  have  done  before  in  dis- 
cussing the  new  Standing  Order.  If  the 
Qovemment  had  been  composed  of 
statesmen,  they  would  not  have  ventured 
to  coms  down  to  the  House  with  this 
absurd  and  preposterous  proposal,  utterly 
insufficient  as  it  is  for  the  rescue  of  the 
House  from  the  embarrassing  position  in 
which  they  have  placed  it  by  the  mis- 
management of  the  afiairs  intrusted  to 
their  keeping.  I  will  only  say,  in  con- 
clusion, that  if  the  Government  will 
come  before  the  House  with  a  reasonable 
proposal  with  regard  to  the  business  to 
be  transacted  during  the  rest  of  the 
Session,  and  with  a  selection  of  such 
measures  as  are  measures  of  public 
utility,  sought  by  the  country  and  by 
all  parts  of  the  House,  and  measures 
which  can  be  passed  without  exciting 
political  passion,  and  if  they  will  carry  into 
effect  the  mind  and  the  wish  of  Parlia- 
ment, they  may  use  the  limited  time  still 
left  at  their  disposal  most  profitably  to 
the  public  interests,  and  most  satis- 
factorily to  the  House  and  the  country 
at  large. 

(6.25.)  Mb.  HANBURY  (Preston): 
I  do  not  propose  to  offer  any  arguments 
•whatever  on  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  make  a  new  rule  for  the  despatch 
of  business ;  but  I  do  ask  the  Govern- 
ment seriously  to  consider  whether  they 
are  taking  a  wise,  or  even  a  Constitu- 
tional, step  in  postponing  Supply  while 
ifr.  Pamell 


they  press  forward  legislation.  The 
first  duty  of  the  House  is,  in  my  opinion, 
to  vote  the  ordinary  Supply  for  the 
services  of  the  country,  and  I  also  firmly 
believe  it  is  the  duty  of  hon.  Memben  to 
discuss  the  proposals  for  Supply  at 
adequate  length.  This  Session  the  Honsa 
has  treated  the  Government  very  gener- 
ously with  r^ard  to  Supply.  Two  or 
three  Votes  on  Account  have  been  taken, 
and  the  Government  are  really  drifting 
into  a  false  position  if  they  insist  upon 
passing  their  Bills  before  they  deal  with 
Supply.  I  do  not  want  to  see  them 
drift  into  a  &lse  position  ;  and  I  belicTe 
they  will  be  neglecting  their  duty  if  thej 
endeavour  to  vote  large  sums  of  monej 
for  the  service  of  the  country  without 
adequate  discussion  at  the  end  of  a  veij 
long  Session,  and  when  the  House  is 
wearied.  Before  they  definitely  make 
up  their  minds  on  the  subject  I  ask 
them  to  seriously  consider  the  matter, 
and  to  let  the  House  have  a  proper 
opportunity  of  voting  Supply  ia  the 
ordinary  way. 

•(6.27.)  Mr.  S.  T.  EVANS  (Glamorgan, 
Mid) :  In  relation  to  the  question  of  the 
conduct  of  public  business,  I  desire  to 
draw  attention  to  what  occurred  last 
night.  I  had  the  honour  of  moving  an 
Amendment,  on  behalf  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Carnuvon 
Boroughs,  which  related  to  the  nn- 
fort'jnate  Licensing  Bill,  and  the  Debate 
was  closured  in  50  minutes. 

•Me.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  raise  the  question  upon  the 
present  Motion. 

•Mb.  S.  T.  EVANS :  What  I  wish  to 
do.  Sir,  is  to  call  attention  to  the  hct 
that  the  Government  have  invariablT 
this  Session  closured  Welsh  Members. 
A  very  important  Instruction  on  the 
Tithes  Bill  was  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Eye  (Mr.  F.  S.  Stevenson), 
on  which  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  re- 
sfiected  Welsh  Members  was  desirous 
of  speaking,  and  yet  the  Government 
thought  it  their  duty  to  closure  the  hon. 
Member. 

•Mr.  speaker  :  I  do  not  think  that 
line  of  argument  is  at  all  permissible  on 
the  Motion  for  the  Adjournment  of  the 
House  on  "  a  definite  matter  of  urgent 
public  importance." 

•Mb.  S.  T.  EVANS  :  I  will  only  say  I 
can  assure  the  Government  that  it  is  not 
the  best  way  to  facilitate  busineBS  to 
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closure  Members  who  are  not  obstruct- 
ing. 

•Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 
(6.29.)  Me.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  (Liver- 
pool, Scotland):  I  have  looked  at  the 
Amendment  Paper,  and  find  that  there 
are  exactly  18  pages  of  Amendments 
which  have  to  be  dealt  with  on  the  Local 
Tazatioa  Bill.  I  will  simply  remark 
with  regard  to  them  that  a  large  num- 
ber raise  questions  of  very  serious  and 
grave  importance.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  has  had 
an  opportunity — I  daresay  a  very  painful 
opportunity  to  him — of  seeing  how  slow 
the  progress  has  been  on  that  Bill.  I 
think  he  may  fairly  infer  what  the  future 
of  the  Bill  will  be  from  what  has  already 
taken  place,  and  I  think  he  needs  a 
warning  from  us  that  the  importance 
which  we  oonscieniiously  attach  to  the 
Amendments  will  justify  us  in  discuss- 
ing  them  at  considerable  length,  and, 
therefore,  in  monopolising  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  time  left  us  this  Se&sion. 
To  a  certain  extent  I  sympathise  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  we  have 
heard  with  universal  regret  that  his 
labours  have  had  a  prejudicial  effect 
apou  his  health.  He  has  our  hearty 
sympathies  on  that  account,  whatever 
may  be  our  political  differences.  I  noticed 
the  other  day  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
conveyed  to  his  political  supporters  that 
if  they  persisted  in  their  demand  for  an 
Autumn  Session  he  would  have  to  retire 
from  his  arduous  duties.  Well,  but 
he  proposes  to  inflict  upon  himself 
that  very  Autumn  Session  against  which 
he  warned  his  supporters  with  a  threat 
of  retirement.  It  the  Government 
persist  with  this  Licensing  Bill  we  shall 
be  sitting  iu  this  House  through  Septem- 
ber and  October,  and  probably  even  later ; 
we  shall  have  all  the  inconveniences  of 
an  Autumn  Session  without  the  compen- 
sating advantage  an  Autumn  Session 
sometimes  gives.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  bound  to  look  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  alarm  and  distress  on  the 
present  condition  and  temper  of  Parlia- 
ment I  join  in  the  desire  that  the  Par- 
liamentary machine  should  be  thoroughly 
effective,  that  our  proceedings  should  be 
carried  on  with  order  and  decorum  and 
all  necessary  dispatch.  But  the  manage- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  colleagues  has  brought  us  to  some- 


thing little  short  of  chaos  and  anarchy, 
and  if  we  are  to  proceed  with  these 
clauses  of  this  Bill  that  chaos  and 
anarchy  will  increase  day  by  day.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  know  that 
Members  on  this  side  would  n^t  dare 
to  take  the  attitude  of  uncompromising 
hostility  to  this  Bill  we  have  taken  if 
we  were  not  convinced  that  the  opinion 
of  the  country  is  at  our  back.  I  do  not 
wish  to  depart  one  hairs-breadth  from 
the  narrow  limits  of  such  a  Motion  as 
this,  and  if  I  do  so  it  is  in  spite  of  my 
intention.  Upon  this  Bill,  for  which  the 
Government  are  sacrificing  everything,  . 
they  had  the  opportunity  of  laiowing 
long  ago  the  mind  of  the  country.  Two 
years  ago  those  same  proposals  were 
rejected  by  the  voice  of  <3ie  country, 
and  the  Government  listened  to  that 
voice.  So  far  as  this  Standing  Order 
which  is  to  be  proposed  may  lead  to  the 
acceleration  of  the  business  of  the 
House  the  object  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  have  our  sympathy,  'but 
let  me  point  out  that  interference  with  the 
rules  that  govern  the  proceedings  of  this 
assembly  is  one  of  the  greatest  enter- 
prises a  Minister  can  embark  upon,  and 
whoever  essays  to  change  the  time- 
honoured  usages  of  Parliament  must  do 
so  seriously,  carefully  deliberating  with 
due  regard  to  many  important  considera- 
tions, and  he  must  be  prepared  to  have 
his  proposals  sharply  criticised.  VVhy, 
some  years  ago,  the  Minister  of  the  day 
thought  it  necessary  to  devote  the  whole 
of  an  Autumn  Session  to  the  carrying 
out  of  new  rules,  and  certainly  it  is  not 
the  proper  time  to  make  such  an  altera- 
tion suddenly  towards  the  end  of  a 
Session,  when  Members  are  fagg^  and 
irritated  with  protracteddiscussions.  Such 
a  proposal  should  come  at  the  beginning 
of  a  Session,  when  the  House  is  fresh  and 
Membeis  willing  to  undertake  the  task 
of  considering  such  an  alteration.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  not  be  sur- 
prised if  we  consider  it  our  duty  to 
examine  his  proposal  with  due  reflection, 
and  I  give  him  fair  warning — he  has 
received  a  warning  from  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  and  I  repeat  it — in  bring- 
ing a  new  Standing  Order  before  the 
House,  to  relieve  himself  from  the  diffi- 
culties of  his  own  mismanagement,  he 
must  not  calculate  upon  the  Order  being 
allowed  to  pass  without  serious  dis- 
cussion. The  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
2X2 
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Qentleman  has  been  called  to  the  serious 
character  of  the  Bills  he  is  sacrificing  to 
this  most  unfortunate,  this  iniqnitons, 
measure.  What  will  the  working  classes 
say  when  they  learn  that  a  Bill  to  pro- 
tect their  lives  and  limbs  is,  in  spite 
of  an  almost  nnanimons  feeling  in 
its  favonr,  sacrificed  in  favour  of  a  Bill 
to  support  which  the  Government  cannot 
bring  forward  their  ordinary  majority  in 
this  House.  Here  is  a  serious  question  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  consideration. 
He  has  been  an  attentive  and  a  pained 
observer  of  the  fortunes  of  the  Compen- 
sation Bill.  He  has  seen  his  majority, 
which  a  few  years  ago  was  upwards  of 
100,  and  even  at  the  beginning  of  this 
Session  70  or  80,  reduced  to  a  majority 
of  32.  There  is  the  handwriting  on 
the  wall.  There  is  a  state  of  almost 
mutiny  among  his  followers,  only  kept 
from  public  expression  by  the  strong  ties 
of  Party  discipline  and  the  sense  of 
common  danger.  If  he  paid  any  atten- 
tion to  these  signs  he  would  see  in  the 
face  of  a  vehement  Opposition,  supported 
by  public  opinion,  that  it  is  almost  insane 
to  press  these  proposals  as  he  is  pressing 
them.  1  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  not  think  I  have  spoken  in  language 
too  warm  as  to  this  measure.  Sincerely 
I  deplore  the  position  into  which  he 
has  got  himseff.  I  offer  him  hearty 
sympathy  in  his  difBcnlties.  If  hon. 
Members  think  they  help  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  by  compelling  us  to  sit  here 
until  October,  they  do  not  take  my  view 
of  the  personal  difBcnlties  of  his  posi- 
tion. I  repeat,  in  spite  of  the  jeers  of 
hon.  Members  opposite,  I  sympathise 
with  him  in  the  grave  difiSculties  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  Government  attitude 
on  this  Bill,  and  I  hope,  even  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  he  may  see  his  way  to 
abandon  the  path  of  fatuous  obstinacy 
upon  which  he  has  entered,  and  will 
withdraw  a  Bill  condemned  by  a  united 
Opposition,  by  the  country,  and  by  the 
murmurs  of  his  own  followers. . 

•(6.40.)  The  FIRST  LORD  of  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  have  listened  with 
interest  to  the  epithets  that  have  been 
applied  to  me  in  the  course  of  this 
Debate.  I  accept  them  as  Parliamentary 
language  which  hon.  Gentlemen  un- 
fortunately feel  themselves  compelled  to 
use  in  regard  to  a  political  opponent. 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  allow  me  to  say  that  any 
epithets  I  may  have  used  were  applied 
to  measures  and  not  to  himself. 

•Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  No  doubt,  it  was- 
Parliamentary  language  nsed  under  the 
belief  that  it  was  justified  as  applied  to 
the  le«uler  of  the  House  for  his  condnci 
of  public  business.  The  hon.  Grentleman 
who  introduced  this  Debate  by  way  of 
forwarding  onr  discussions  and  assisting 
public  business,  has  moved  the  adjonm- 
ment  of  the  House,  is  the  hon.  Member 
who,  I  think,  I  am  not  wrong  in  sajiog 
has  taken  pride  in  the  difficulties  he  has 
placed  in  the  way  of  business.  From 
time  to  time,  both  here  and  ont  of  doon, 
he  has  avowed  his  intention  to  obstruct 
the  business  of  the  Government  as  far 
as  he  possibly  can.  I  apprehend  that 
whether  it  were  the  Licensing  Bill  er 
any  other  Bill  which  the  Government 
had  thought  it  necessary  to  proceed  with, 
the  same  system  of  opposition  to  the 
Government  he  is  desirous  of  destroying 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  adopted 
by  the  hon.  Gent'eman. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  I  said  I  would 
oppose  all  bad  Bills.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  bring  in  any  Bill  that 
I  consider  good  I  should  be  happy  to 
support  it. 

•Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  In  other  words,  if 
we  would  make  arrangements  by  whicb 
the  hon.  Gentleman  could  pass  his 
judgment  upon  all  measures  we  propose 
to  introduce,  and  proceed  only  with  those 
having  his  approval,  then  we  would  be 
free  from  his  opposition  in  this  House.  I 
have  stated  what  I  understand  to  be  the 
view  and  the  attitude  of  the  hon.  Member 
in  regard  to  public  business.  His  prac- 
tice has  been  what  I  have  stated,  without 
colour  or  exaggeration.  I  shall  not  go 
back  on  what  I  have  before  said,  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  must  be 
responsible  for  the  measures  they  ask 
the  House  to  take  into  consideration,  and 
the  House  will  consider  whether  the 
practice  which  now  prevails  of  carrying 
on  a  protracted  Debate  on  measures  of 
which  the  principle  has  been  accepted  is 
for  the  advantage  of  the  House,  and  is 
calculated  to  establish  the  reputation  of 
the  House  as  a  legislative  machine  and 
as  the  representative  body  of  this 
Empire ;  or  whether  snch  practice  will 
not  endanger  the  efficiency  of  this  House 
whatever  Government  may  be  in  power. 
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when  this  method  of  opposition — I  do  not 
use  the  word  obstmotion,  trhich  might 
snore  correctly  describe  the  attitude  taken 
op — when  this  practice  is  adopted  an  the 
nsnal  custom.  What  is  done  to-day  and 
now  under  the  belief  that  it  is  justified 
^SJ  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  a 
particular  measure  will  be  done  to-morrow, 
next  year,  and  in  future  Parliaments  and 
with  regard  to  successive  Governments 
.that  may  be  in  Office.  It  is  for  the  House 
ito  take  the  matter  into  its  own  hands. 
We  may  be  wrong ;  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  believe  us  to  be  wrong  in  having 
introduced  this  measure,  and  wrong  in 
f nshiug  it  forward  ;  but  the  Government 
believe  that  they  are  right.  I  regret 
that  the  practice  and  traditions  that 
have  hitherto  prevailed  are  being  aban- 
lioned — the  practice  that,  when  the  House 
■of  Commons  has  fully  considered  a 
measure,  the  opposition  to  it  shall  not  be 
continued  to  such  a  degree  that  all  the 
time  of  the  Session  shall  be  occupied 
with  that  measure,  and  no  time  shall  be 
left  for  the  consideration  of  any  other 
measures.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Northampton  remarked  that 
the  Government  were  sacrificing  the 
interests  of  the  working  man.  I  deny 
absolutely  that  this  is  the  case.  I  do  so 
without  desiring  in  the  least  degree  to 
make  any  statement  that  might  produce 
heated  controversy  in  this  House  ;  but, 
•gain,  I  say  that  we  are  acting  upon  our 
rights  and  in  accordance  with  our  duty 
in  pressing  forward  measures  which  we 
believe  to  be  necessary.  If  those 
measures  are  to  be  opposed  at  such 
'length  in  this  House,  that  other  measures 
which  are  of  great  importance  to  the 
interests  of  the  country  cannot  be  con- 
sidered, the  responsibility  rests  upon 
those  who  protract  the  Debates  and  who 
will  not  permit  the  House  to  come  to  a 
ccmclnsion  upon  them,  and  so  postpone 
the  passing  of  measures  that  are  ad- 
mitted to  be  of  importance  to  the  country. 
That  is  the  view  I  humbly  take  in  this 
matter.  It  is  only  reasonable  that  the 
Opposition  should  charge  the  Govern- 
ment with  having  involved  the  House  in 
"difBculties,  and  with  having  introduced 
«haos  and  anarchy  into  its  proceedings. 
I  am  accustomed  to  charges  of  that 
character.  Very  likely  1  have  not  been 
successful  in  my  conduct  of  business, 
but  I  must  act  according  to  the  best  of 
my  lights.    I  must  speak  plainly  and 


honestly  to  the  House,  and  I  entreat 
them  to  give  us  permission  to  go  for- 
ward, after  a  fair  protest,  with  the 
measures  which  we  believe  are  for  the 
interest  and  the  g^ood  of  the  country,  and 
which  can  be  disposed  of  in  the  course 
of  the  present  Session  without  unduly 
protracting  it,  without  putting  an  undue 
tax  upon  the  time  of  hon.  Members. 
I  trust  the  House  will  credit  me  with 
lionesty  of  statement.  In  the  conduct 
of  public  business  I  think  it  is  only- 
right  that  when  a  Bill  has  been  entered 
upon  it  should  be  proceeded  with,  and 
so  soon  as  this  Bill  (the  Local  Taxa- 
tion Bill)  is  concluded,  I  will  endeavour 
to  make  fresh  arrangements  which  will, 
I  hope,  meet  the  reasonable  desires  of 
hon.  Gentlemen,  and  take  steps  for 
making  further  progress  with  business — 
with  Supply  and  the  other  important 
measures  which  can  be  considered  by 
the  House — without  making  any  further 
great  claim  on  the  health  and  time  of 
hon.  Members. 

(6.48.)  Sib  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby) : 
I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
he  will  hear  from  me  no  epithets  of 
personal  disrespect,  for  I  am  sure  every 
Gentleman  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
regards  with  the  highest  esteem  the 
character  and  abilities  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  In  any  comment  we  make 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Government — 
and  the  object  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Northampton  in  making 
this  Motion  has  been,  in  my  opinion,  to 
pass  a  just  condemnation  on  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  for  their  mismanage- 
ment of  pubb'c  business  in  this  House — 
we  speak  of  the  Government  as  a 
Corporation ;  we  speak  of  them  as 
possessing  those  attributes  which  have 
been  remarked  as  belonging  to  Corpora- 
tions, both  physical  and  moral,  in  a 
definition  well  known  to  the  House. 
Therefore,  I  can  speak  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government  in  this 
matter  without  fear  of  personal  offence. 
Now,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
said  that  all  these  charges  of  mismanage- 
ment and  misconduct  are  the  fruits  only 
of  a  factious  •  spirit  on  our  part — 
that  it  is  only  by  factious  and 
obstructive  opponents  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  charged  with  the 
misconduct  of  public  business.  In 
answer  to  that,  I  will  call  his  attention 
to  what  is  thought  of  the  Government 
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by  their  own  frienda — what  is  said  of 
them  by  their  own  supporters.  If  there 
is  any  representative  of  public  opinion 
which  is  a  more  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Government  than  another,  it  is,  I  suppose, 
the  Times  newspaper.  That  papsr 
has  counselled  the  Government  to  use 
violence  towards  the  House  in  order  to 
get  out  of  the  scrape  in  which  they  find 
themselves.  This  is  what  the  Times 
newspaper,  the  great  friend  of  the  Go- 
vernment, says,  only  two  days  ago,  of 
the  Government  and  their  conduct  of 
public  business.  I  will  call  a  witness 
into  Court  whom,  at  all  events,  you  can- 
not accuse  of  factious  motives  and  Party 
enmity  against  you.  This  is  what  the 
Times  says  of  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  their  conduct  of  public 
business  in  the  House  of  CtJmmons — 

"  We  cannot  congratiilate  the  Conservative 
Party  on  the  position  it  presents  to-day." 

Well,  that  is  very  true.  I  do 
not  think  that  anyone  who  has 
watched  the  proceedings  of  that  Bench 
for  the  last  week  would  be  disposed  to 
congratulate  them  on  the  position  they 
hold  to-day.  The  Times  goes  on  to  say — 

"  Unfortunately,  Miniaten  themselves  hav^ 
been  the  first  to  forget  the  physical  limitation* 
under  which  they  work.  They  have  com- 
mitted the  tactical  blander  of  pledging  their 
reputation  to  the  transaction  of  an  amount  of 
business  for  which  their  time  and  endurance 
are  inadequate." 

That  is  the  first  and  fundamental  mistake 
of  the  Government — that  they  have  not 
xmderstood  the  nature  of  the  business 
they  have  proposed  or  the  power  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  transact  it. 

"We  shall  assuredly  not  be  charged  with 
having  excused  or  minimised  the  wilful  obstruc- 
tion offered  by  the  Opposition  upon  every 
available  opportunity." 

I  am  sure  a  charge  cannot  justly  be 
brought  against  the  Tim^s  of  having 
minimised  the  misconduct  of  the  Opposi- 
tion.   But  hear  what  it  says  of  you — 

"  But  we  are  bound  to  say  that  the  Oovem- 
ment  have  displayed  a  want  of  common  pru- 
dence in  creating  needless  difficulties  for  them- 
selves. A  Lord  Melbourne,  with  his  '  can't 
you  let  it  alone  P '  would  have  been  an  invalu- 
able adviser  at  an  early  period  of  the  Session. 
The  Irish  Land  Purchase  Bill,  a  large  and 
complicated  measure,  touching  many  interests, 
raising  many  diflficult  questions,  and  certain  to 
encounter  the  stubborn  opposition  of  a  Party 
whose  very  existence,  political  and  material,  it 
directly  assails,  was  of  itself  nearly  sufficient 
occupation  for  a  Session." 
Sir  W.  Harcourt 


•Mb.  W.  LOWTHER  (WestmoreUmd, 
Appleby) :  I  rise  to  order.  I  wish  to 
ask  you.  Sir,  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  in  order  in  reading  from 
a  newspaper  in  the  House  ? 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT:  Why,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  the 
other  day  made  half  his  speech  inm. 
readings  from  a  newspaper. 

•Mb.  speaker  :  The  Rule  which  pre- 
cludes the  reading  from  a  newspaper  has, 
in  accordance  with  the  general  feeling  of 
the  House,  been  relaxed  of  late  years.  1 
need  hardly  say  that  of  late  years  eztrads 
from  newspapers  have  been  much  used 
in  the  House,  though  I  have  not  seen 
the  actual  newspaper  from  which  u> 
extract  js  taken  produced  and  displayed 
bo  conspicuously  as  on  the  present  occa- 
tion.  Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
would  have  done  better  if  he  had  brought 
an  extract  from  the  paper  instead  of  the 
paper  itself;  and,  doubtless,  if  he  hsJ 
had  the  opportunity  he  would  have  pre- 
pared extracts  among  his  notes. 

Sib  W.  harcourt  :  The  fact  is,  Sir, 
that  my  extract,  which  I  have  treasnred 
so  much,  is  at  home,  and  this  Motion 
having  come  on  rather  by  surprise,  I 
wEis  obliged  to  get  this  copy  of  the  news- 
paper, and  inasmuch  as  the  right  hon- 
Gentleman  in.  charge  of  this  Bill  made  » 
large  portion  of  his  speech  consist  of 
extracts  from  newspapers,  I  thought  I 
might  read  this  extract,  and  with  the- 
leave  of  -the  House  I  will  conclude  tbe 
extract,  which  is  very  instructive,  and,  I 
think,  very  true. 

"It  ought  to  have  been  regarded  as  a  mis- 
fortune that  the  tithe  question  had  assumed  a 
phase  calling  somewhat  peremptorily  for  tnst- 
ment  in  the  same  iSession,  but  to  raise  is 
addition  the  thorny  questions  connected  iciUi 
public  house  licences  was  a  piece  of  grataitont 
rashness,  all  the  less  excusable  because  the 
present  Administration  hss  already  had  ashsip^ 
lesson  from  temperance  fanaticism." 

Then,  with    more     comments    on   th& 
wickedness  of  obstruction,  it  goes  on— 

"  But  even  in  the  absence  of  this  extn- 
ordinary  development  the  Ministerial  tactics 
would  have  been  rash  and  dangerous.  As  thiiu^ 
are  these  tactics  have  led  to  a  damaging  leliuS' 
Whatever  soothing  phruses  may  be  employed 
to  describe  tbe  arrangements  contemplatei  ^ 
the  Government,  the  plain  truth  is  that  Ito 
Land  Purchase  Bill  was  the  principal  Beassw 
of  the  Session,  and  that  they  fail  t»  canr  it 
We  are  not  concerned  to  deny  that  there  i> » 
moral  difference  between  dropping  it  altogether 
and  carrj-ing  it  forward  to  next  Session  u  a 
partially  debated   measure,  though  ve  attack 
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little  importance  tomoral  triumphs  accompanied 
by  aubstantiul  defeat.  But  it  is  not  at  all 
clear " 

[Cries  of  "  Oh,  ob  !"]  Well,  I  will  make 
this  article  a  part  of  my  speech,  if  jou 
please.  It  is  an  agreeable  novelfy  to  me 
to  adopt  and  speak  the  language  of  the 
Times.  You  may  take  it  as  my  speech, 
if  yon  please,  though  I  am  afraid  it  is 
against  the  Bales  of  the  House  to  read  a 
speech;  but  there  are  only  two  sentences 
more  that  I  wish  to  raad. 

"  But  it  is  not  at  all  clear  that  the  labour 
alnady  expended  upon  the  Bill  will  make  much 
difference  in  the  labour  it  will  require  next 
Session,  and  in  the  meantime  th<«  broad  fact 
atands  oat  plainly  and  unmistakably  that  the 
principal  measure  of  ttis  Session  has  failed. 
That  is  not  a  pleasant  condition  of  qSairs  for 
tbii  Government  or  its  supporters  ifa  any  case, 
and  least  of  all  when  there  are  fair  grounds  for 
holdiug  that  the  measure  might  have  been 
pissed  in  spite  of  obstruction  had  not  the 
Government  wasted  time  and  energy  upon 
legislation  which  might  have  been  postponed." 

Do  not  tell  us  now  that  criticism  of 
your  conduct  comes  only  from  factious 
o{^nents.  That  is  the  language  held 
abont  you  by  your  strongest  supporters 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  Yott  may 
read  it  in  any  Conseryative  or  Liberal 
Unionist  newspaper  in  the  country.  I 
am  sorry  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham  is  not  in  the 
House.  If  he  were  I  would  refer  him 
to  what  looks  like  an  inspired  article  in 
the  Birmingham  Daily  Post,  to  which  I 
commend  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite.  All  the  difficulties 
yon  find  yourselves  in  are  due  to  your 
own  mismanagement  of  public  business. 
Yon  have  proposed  a  great  measure  for 
discQssion — whether  a  good  measure  or 
not — the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Bill. 
You  have  frittered  away  the  time  of  the 
House.  Having  named  as  your  first 
Bill  a  remedial  measure  for  Ireland,  the 
first  business  you  entered  upon  was  a 
discussion,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
blacken  and  defame  the  Irish  Members. 
Upon  that  subject  a  great  number  of 
days  were  necessarily  expended.  Then 
yon  have  introduced  a  number  of  Bills 
whiQh  you  ought  to  have  known  would 
produce  the  strongest  and  most  violent 
opposition.  An  hon.  Member  on  your 
own  side  of  the  House  has  called  atten- 
tion to  the  position  of  Supply.  You 
have  spent  very  fewdays — 10  only — upon 
Supply.  If  you  are  to  devote  to  Supply 
the  ordinary  time  which  ha.s  been  given 


to  it  in  former. Sessions,  you  still  owe  27 
days  to  Supply,  which  would  occupy 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  remaining  time  of 
this  Session  if  it  were  an  ordinary  one. 
The  Debates  on  the  Irish  Votes  under  a 
Coercion  Act  must  necessarily  be  pro- 
tracted. When  the  ordinary  law  is  sus- 
pended it  is  inevitable  that  the  Execu- 
tive Government  should  be  challenged 
and  questioned  in  a  way  which  is  not 
necessary  when  the  ordinary  law  only  is 
in  force.  You  have  the  additional  advan- 
tage of  private  Members'  days,  and  yet 
this  is  the  situation  to  which  you  have 
brought  the  House  and  country.  Now 
you  come  forward  at  the  end  of  the  Ses- 
sion and  propose  a  desperate  remedy  to 
cover  your  own  humiliation  and  mis- 
management. You  have  proposed  this 
Standing  Order,  which  must,  of  course, 
be  discussed  at  considerable  length.  I 
think  that  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton was  perfectly  justified  in  making 
this  Motion,  which  he  has  made  with  the 
object  of  calling  attention  to  the  real 
situation.  We  told  yon  from  the  first 
that  we  were  determined  to  offer  to  this 
Compensation  Bill  every  resistance  in 
our  power,  and  we  shall  continue  to  do 
so.  In  doing  this  we  believe,  and  are 
confident,  that  we  have  with  us  the 
wishes  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
people.  If  you  doubt  that,  you  have  the 
means  of  refuting  us.  What  is  Ihe 
meaning  of  your  dwindling  and  waning 
majority?  You  are  forcing  this  BiU 
through  h^  majorities  which  are  not 
half  of  your  normal  Party  majority. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  that  1  It  is  that 
the  Members  of  this  House  know  that 
the  opinion  of  this  country  is  against  the 
policy  of  this  measure,  to  which  the 
Government,  in  a  frame  of  mind  border- 
ing upon  insanity,  have  given  precedence. 
We  shall  oppose  your  proposals  because, 
in  our  opinion,  they  are  not  the  result  of 
due  deliberation,  but  are  a  hasty  and 
desperate  expedient  to  which  you  have 
recourse  in  order  to  get  out  of  the  mess 
in  which  you  have  involved  yourselves. 
Far  from  constituting  a  wise,  well-con- 
sidered, deliberate  measure  for  forward- 
ing public  business,  these  proposals  are 
only  an  expedient  to  cover  the  igno- 
minious defeat  of  a  discredited  Adminis- 
tration. 

(7.5.)  Mb.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Fins- 
bury,  E.) :  I  should  not  have  risen  had 
it  not  been  for  the  remark  of  the   right 
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hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool, 
who  alluded  to  the  fact  of  no  progress 
having  bsen  made  with  the  Employers' 
Liability  Bill.  I  ask  the  House  whether 
during  the  whole  of  the  Session  the 
Government  have  made  any  attempt  to 
place  the  Bill  in  such  a  position  that  it 
would  come  on  for  Second  Reading,  not- 
withstanding that  they  have  been  asked 
to  do  so  time  after  time.  The  whole 
responsibility  of  not  dealing  with  that 
question  rests  with  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  If  two  years  ago,  when 
they  had  the  opportunity,  they  had  lis- 
tened to  those  who  had  a  right  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  the  organised  trades  of  the 
country,  we  should  have  had  facilities 
offered  for  the  Employers'  Liability 
Bill  such  as  we  on  this  side  have  offered 
to  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  with  regard  to  the  Bills  brought 
before  the  House  for  the  housing  of  the 
working  classes  of  London.  We  protest 
against  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
trying  to  deceive  the  country  by 
throwing  upon  the  House  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  Employers'  Liability  Bill 
being  withdrawn.  We  listened  to  the 
long  statement  which  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  made,  and  the  impression 
left  on  my  mind  was  that  it  was  the  first 
day  of  the  Session,  aud  he  was  putting 
before  the  House  the  amount  of  business 
that  could  be  got  through.  But  let  me 
remind  the  First  Lord  what  took  place 
with  respect  to  one  Vote  in  Supply.  We 
raised  the  whole  question  of  contracts, 
a  very  important  subject.  But  hardly 
had  the  Secretary  for  War  replied — it 
was  a  Morning  Sitting — when  it  was 
found  that  there  was  not  time  for 
further  discussion.  The  Vote  was  not 
taken  again  until  the  end  of  the  Session, 
when  there  was  not  time  to  discuss  it. 
I  tell  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
now  that  there  are  some  of  us  who  are 
interested  in  this  question  of  contracts, 
and  at  whatever  time  this  particular 
Vote  comes  on  this  year,  wo  shall  resume 
the  discussion  which  was  burked  last 
year.  It  is  scandalous  in  the  extreme  at 
this  time  of  the  Session  that  these  Bills 
should  be  put  down  as  though  they  were 
to  be  run  through.  We  are  told  that 
they  are  non-contentious,  but  that  is  the 
opinion  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
it  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  House  in 
Mr.  J.  Howlatids 


general.  If  these  Bills  are  pressed 
through  we  shall  be  debarred,  as  in  the 
past,  from  discussing  the  serious  Votes 
in  Supply.  That  is  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  against  which  we  protest 
With  regard  to  the  Licences  Bill,  the 
Government  knew  two  years  ago  how 
much  opposition  they  created  by  a 
similar  proposal  ;  yet  they  have  flung  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  a  new  Bill,  and 
if  they  find  the  most  determined  opposi- 
tion it  is  only  what  they  can  expect 

(7.10.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Long- 
ford,  N.):  I  was  really  amazed  to  hear  the 
defence  made  for  himself  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  No  one  has  made  any  personal 
accusation  against  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  when  the  whole  policy  of  the 
Government  is  arraigned,  we  should  have 
heard  something  else  than  this  kind  of 
general  appeal  for  the  interesto  of  the 
House  and  the  dignity  of  the  country, 
which  we  have  heard  9,999  times 
from  the  lips  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  We  say  that  your  declared 
policy  four  years  ago  was  the  policy 
of  expenditure  of  public  money,  and 
simultaneity,  and  so  on,  in  dealing 
with  Ireland,  and  in  applying  to  Ireland 
the  same  measures  as  to  England  and 
Scotland.  You  declared,  at  the  bc^- 
ning  of  the  Session,  by  the  mouth  of  tiie 
Queen,  through  her  most  gracious  Speech, 
that  you  would  extend  to  Ireland  a 
measure  of  Local  Government,  and  we 
ask  you,  when  you  get  up  in  the  Honse 
to  defend  yourselves,  why  it  is  that  a 
Bill  not  mentioned  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  but  hatched  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  connection  with  his 
Budget,  is  pressed  forward,  while  a 
Bill  declared  to  be  the  key-stone  and 
corner-stone  of  Her  Majesty's  policy,  is 
to  be  held  over  to  another  Session.  We 
ask  for  an  explanation  on  that  point,  and 
how  are  we  met  ?  We  are  met  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  head  of  the 
Party  who  consumed  60  days  of  Govern- 
ment time  in  1881  discussing  the  Land 
Bill,  at  a  time  when  Ireland  was  almost 
in  a  state  of  revolution,  at  a  time 
when  every  moment  was  precious,  and  at 
a  time  when,  strongly  as  we  were  opposed 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian,  we  found  ourselves 
obliged  to  continue  to  vote  with  thea. 
It  is  they  who,  in  the  following  year, 
spent  19  days  in  discussing  the  Closuie 
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—now  applied  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man every  quarter  of  an  hour.  It  is  the 
head  of  that  Government,  and  of  that 
Party,  who  now  comes  forward  and 
appeals  to  us  with  regard  to  a  measure 
on  which  the  Opposition  are  united,  and 
upon  which  the  followers  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  disunited,  as  to  which  there  is 
DO  demand,  and  for  which  there  is  no 
agitation  in  the  country.  When  you 
have  that  situation,  what  does  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  do  t  He  gives  us 
a  lesson  in  Parliamentary  deportment. 
We  are  tired  of  these  Turveydrop 
lectnres.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
beseeched  us  to  have  regard  for  the 
dignity  and  position  not  only  of  this  but 
future  Parliaments.  Future  Parlia- 
ments can  take  care  of  themselves.  The 
right  hon.  Gentlemsn  is  teaching  us  our 
lesson  very  late.  What  we  say  is  this  : 
that  this  ill-fated  measure — this  ill- 
starred  measure — being  introduced  out 
of  time,  and  in  the  most  offensive 
manner,  there  is  no  conduct  almost  that 
wonld  not  be  justified  in  giving  opposi- 
tion to  a  measure  so  conceived.  What 
iathe  position  ?  I  invite  the  House  to  con- 
sider the  high  price  which  the  Tory  Party 
have  to  pay  for  Liberal  Unionist  support. 
I  should  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Why  is 
this  Bill  persisted  in?  We  are  told 
because  it  is  demanded  in  the  interests 
of  the  House  and  the  dignity  of  the 
country.  If  I  inverted  the  phrase  it 
would  be  all  the  same.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  simply  gives  utterance  to  a 
sort  of  Parliamentary  abracadabra, 
whichever  way  it  is  read  it  will  do.  I 
once  knew  a  poet  who  wrote  his  verses 
backwards  as  well  as  forwards,  and 
whichever  way  you  read  them  they 
were  always  equally  good.  Each  sentence 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speeches 
IS  in  its  essence  a  most  admirable  piece 
of  literary  mosaic.  If  the  first  sentence 
were  put  last  and  the  last  first  it  would 
come  to  the  same  thing.  What  is  the 
real  reason  why  the  Government  are 
sticking  to  the  Compensation  Bill  ?  The 
real  reason  is  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  I  can  almost  picture  the 
Cabinet  meeting  in  Downing  Street  after 
the  Chief  Secretary  introduced  his  Land 
Purchase  Bill,  and  conceived  to  himself 
the  fond  delusion  that  he  would  be 
dangling  before  the  House  during  the 


months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  and 
I  can  fancy  his  attitude  when  tiie  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  came  gently 
down  and  said,  "  Oh,  yes ;  but  there  is  a 
little  Bill  of  mine  I  want  to  appear  on 
the  stage  at  Westminster  for  a  brief 
period  to  show  my  Parliamentary 
dexterity,  and  how  I  can  manage  figures 
and  finance."  And  then  the  Chief 
Secretary  may  have  said,  "  Oh,  yes  ;" — 
and  I  venture  to  say  this  is  what 
occurred  in  the  Cabinet — "  but  my  Bill 
is  promised  in  the  Queen's  Speech ;  it  is 
part  of  the  Government  Programme  ;  it 
is  the  corner-stone  of  the  Government 
policy ;  what  have  we  got  to  do 
with  your  Bill?"  Then,  I  suppose,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  say, 
"  Oh,  yes ;  but  I  have  a  large  Stock  Ex- 
change experience,  and  1  know  that  there 
is  a  large  number  of  Limited  Liability 
Companies  starting,  and  a  number  of 
people  have  a  great  interest  in  brewing 
shares  and  in  whisky  shares,  and  it  wiU 
greatly  strengthen  and  consolidate  and 
cement  the  Tory  Party  all  over  the 
country  if  we  show  these  people  that  we 
are  determined,  by  means  of  our  Bills,  to 
back  up  the  interests  in  which  so  much 
money  has  been  invested."  I  have  not 
the  smallest  doubt  that  it  is  due  to  that 
attitude  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  he  induced  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  in  his  Bill,  and,  having 
brought  in  his  Bill,  that  he  induced  the 
Government  to  stand  by  it  by  the  threat 
of  resignation,  simply  because  he  did  not 
want  to  be  discredited,  as  he  was  dis- 
credited in  regard  to  his  Van  and  Wheel 
Ttix.  And,  then,  what  is  the  House 
asked  to  do  ?  It  is  proposed,  in  order  to 
save  four  days  of  Parliamentary  time 
occupied  in  the  Second  Beading  Debate 
on  the  Irish  Purchase  Bill,  to  revolu- 
tionise the  procedure  of  this  ancient 
Parliament.  By  what  means?  To 
borrow  another  illustration  from  the 
Stock  Exchange,  by  a  species  of  Parlia- 
mentary "contango" — that  is,  the  carry- 
ing over  by  Standing  Orders,  and  it 
is  Members  of  this  House  who  will 
have  to  pay  the  difference.  We  wiU 
have  to  sit  here  during  the  months 
of  June,  July,  August,  and  September. 
And  Parliament  is  to  be  revolutionised 
for  what  ?  That  we  may  save  four  days 
next  year  of  Parliamentary  time  that 
have  been  wasted  upon  the  Irish  Land 
Bill,  and  that  is  the  sop  which  the  Irish 
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Chief  Secretary  gets  for  being  thrown 
over.  That  is  what  the  (Government  are 
paying  for  Liberal  UnioniBin,  for  a  mani- 
palative  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer; 
and,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  Times,  that 
great  newspaper  which  everybody  be- 
lieves now,  they  are  paying  rather  dearly. 
They  are  obliged  to  admit  that  themselves. 
Their  own  newspapers  admit  it;  their 
majority  is  waning;  while  the  Opposi- 
tion, I  venture  to  say,  is  engaged  in  one 
of  the  holiest  causes  in  which  Members 
of  Parliament  have  ever  been  engaged. 
We  are  engaged  in  resistance  to  a 
measure  which  we  believe  justifies  every 
word  that  has  been  uttered  against  it. 
Yet  we  are  besought  and  implored, 
for  the  sake  of  our  dignity,  by 
those  who  are  sacrificing  the  ancient 
traditions  of  Parliament,  to  pass  this 
Public  House  Endowment  Bill.  Who  are 
the  true  champions  of  Parliamentary 
tradition  and  privilege?  Are  they  the 
gentlemen  who  wasted  40  days  daring 
the  Irish  revolution  of  1881  discussing 
the  Amendments,  or  18  days  discussing 
the  Cloeore  Rule  of  1883— that  Closure 
which  is  now  applied  every  quarter  of  an 
hour  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
now  proposes  to  revolutionise  Parliament 
to  save  four  days  of  Parliamentary  time 
— are  they  the  true  champions  of  Par- 
liamentary dignity  %  Is  it  to  them  that 
the  country  should  look  for  the  way  in 
which  Parliamentary  business  is  to  be 
conducted,  or  is  it  to  the  Opposition,  -who 
have  done  nothing  in  this  matter  except 
under  the  ordinary  and  usual  traditions,  to 
which  we  always  consider  we  are  entitled 
to  look  ?  Supposing  we  were  in  a  normal 
state,  I  hold  that  the  Opposition  are  justi- 
fied in  considering  that  they  are  dealing 
with  a  Ck>vemment  which  practically 
puts  lies  into  the  Queen's  mouth,  because 
that  is  what  it  comes  to.  Session  after 
Session  Her  Majesty  is  made  to  declare 
her  anxiety  to  deal  with  Irish  govern- 
ment. Session  after  Session,  on  plat- 
form after  platform,  there  have  been 
repeated  declarations  of  the  anxiety  of 
the  Government  to  deal  with  Ireland,  in 
the  same  way  as  England  and  Scotland. 
Two  years  ago  we  had  the  English  Local 
Government  Bill ;  last  year  we  had  the 
Scotch  Bill ;  and  Ireland,  the  Cinderella 
of  the  three  countries,  is  to  be  left  out 
until  some  future  time,  which  is  not  even 
specified,  and  Irish  Members  cannot  even 
get  a  sight  of  a  corner  of  the  Land  Bill, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 


while  the  Government  are  passing  mea 
sores  to  endow  public  houses.  A  splendid 
programme  for  the  country,  trolj, 
a  policy  of  simultaneity  and  synchro- 
nising, and  all  the  other  "  isings."  That 
is  abandoned,  and  we  have  now  gone  in 
for  a  policy  of  pints  and  quarts  and 
pewters.  That  is  the  position  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  On  behalf  (& 
the  English  and  the  Irish  public,  whose 
votes  have  been  got  on  false  pretences, 
we  would  be  false  to  our  duty  if  we 
did  not  protest  against  the  oondnct 
of  the  Government.  Even  the 
Tory  Party  itself  is  now  finding 
the  poison  in  the  wound  of  Liberal 
Unionism;  it  is  finding  what  it  is  to 
have  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with 
one  eye  on  the  polling  booth  and  the 
other  on  the  Sto^jc  Exchange,  who  does 
not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  all  the  traditions 
of  Parliament,  every  one  of  then  if 
necessary,  to  promote  a  policy  that  is 
founded  on  some  of  the  most  sordid  con- 
siderations that  have  ever  actuated  any 
Government  of  the  day.  The  position  of 
the  Opposition  in  this  matter  is  clear. 
The  Government  have  broken  every 
pledge  they  have  made.  Members  of 
ParUament  find  that  they  cannot  get 
what  they  are  entiled  to,  namely,  a  bit 
and  reasonable  time  for  the  discussion  of 
matters  of  importance  arising  on  Supply. 
The  business  of  the  House  has  always 
been  supposed  to  be  chiefly  the  voting  of 
moneys  to  the  Crown.  That  opportunity 
of  stating  our  grievances  has  been  taken 
away  in  order  that  we  may  discuss  the 
endowment  of  public  houses.  If  the 
Government  will  only  bring  forward 
Supply  nobody  will  find  fault  with  them 
if  they  never  bring  forward  legislation. 
The  Liberal  Party  do  not  ask  or  nrge 
them  to  legislate.  The  ConservatiTres 
themselves  do  not  want  to  legislate, 
because  they  are  conservative.  Theie 
is  not  in  the  ConservativB  intellect  any 
momentum  or  main-spring  for  legists- 
tion.  The  true  policy  of  the  Conserva- 
tive Party  would  be  to  give  the  House 
plenty  of  business  to  do  in  the  nature  of 
Supply,  and  then  in  the  smaller  inter- 
stice to  bring  in  pretended  Bills  for  the 
benefit  of  the  working  classes  and  other 
objects  of  so-called  benevolence  of  that 
kind.  Business  like  the  Census  BUI,  for 
instance,  might  be  up  to  the  Constitutional 
high-water  mark  of  Toryism — for  this 
reason,  that  they  would  only  be  called 
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Gk>Temmeiit  bj  adoptdtig  this  sugges- 
tion. 

(7.'34.)  Mp.  Muntz  rose  in  his  place- 
and  claimed  to  move  "  That  the  Ques- 
tion be  now  put ; "  but  Mr.  Speaker 
withheld  his  assent,  and  declined  then 
to  put  that  Question,  and  no  Member 
rising  to  continue  the  Debate,  Mr. 
Speaker  put  the  Question,  "That  thi» 
House  do  now  adjourn." 

(7.34.)  The  House  divided  :—Ayea 
181 ;  Noes  233.— (Div.  List,  No.  141.) 

AGBICULT0BAL    COMPENSATION    FBOCEDDRE 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Obftiming,  Bill  to  amend 

the  prouedure  in  references  under  "  The  Agri- 

onltural    Holdings     Act    (England),    1883," 

ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Channing,  Mr. 

Seale-Usyne,  Mr.  Ualley  Stewart,  Mr.  Oobb, 

and  Mr.  Francis  Stevenson. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  343.) 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
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upon  to  pass  it  every  10  years.  Instead 
of  that  we  have  a  set  of  measures  of  a 
most  contentions  and  embarrassing  kind, 
measures  which  have  disrupted  the  solid 
phalanx  of  the  Tory  Party  itself ;  and  I, 
for  one,  protest  against  the  policy  which, 
while  it  attempts  to  lay  upon  the  Oppo- 
sition the  blame  for  the  delay  of  business, 
is  in  reality  a  policy  in  itself  calculated 
to  embarrass  and  irritate  the  Opposition 
and  irritate  the  country,  and  which  in 
the  end,  in  my  opinion,  will  find  its 
reckoning  day  at  the  poll. 

(7.30.)  Mb.  ALLISON  (Cumberland, 
Eskdale)  :  I  am  very  glad  that  the  Ad- 
jonmment  of  the  House  has  been  moved, 
because  it  has  g^ven  an  opportunity 
for  Qentlemen  opposite  to  fulminate 
against  as  on  this  side  of  the  House  those 
charges  which  they  have  been  constantly 
bringing  against  us  in  the  speeches  they 
have  made  in  the  country,  that  we  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  obstructing  the 
business  of  the  House.  We,  of  course, 
know  that  those  charges  are  untrue,  and 
that  the  position  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment now  find  themselves  is  due  to  their 
own  mismanagement,  and  to  the  imbe- 
cility they  have  displayed  in  the  conduct 
of  public  busihess.  Another  proof  of 
that  imbecility  has  been  afEorded  to- 
night. They  might  have  accepted  an 
Amendment  for  devoting  the  money 
provided  by  the  Bill  to  the  cause  of 
education,  instead  of  for  the  benefit  of 
the  publicans ;  they  might  have  accepted 
the  suggestion  of  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  put  forward  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Bossendale,  or 
they  might,  as  another  alternative,  have 
dropped  these  proposals  altogether.  But 
instead  of  doing  either  of  these  things, 
they  have  decided  on  going  on  with  the 
Bill.  But  I  wish  to  point  out  that  there 
is  another  course  which  might  have 
been  adopted,  and  which  ought  to  com- 
mend itself  to  their  supporters.  In  the 
personal  devotion  which  is  felt  by  those 
supporters  to  the  present  Government, 
they  might,  out  of  sympathy  for  the 
occupants  of  the  Treasury  Bench,  have 
endeavoured  to  place  them  in  a  minority, 
in  which  case  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House  would  have  gladly  accepted  the 
i^peal  that  would  have  been  made  to  the 
country.  That  is  the  course  I  would 
have  recommended  them  to  adopt,  and 
even  now  I  strongly  invite  hon.  Members 
qtpoeite  to  oome  to  the  relief  of  the 


LOCAL  TAXATION  (CUSTOMS  AN& 
EXCISE)  DUTIES  BI)LL.— (No.  244.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee. 

Clause  1. 

(7.48.)  The  CHAIRMAN:  I  desire  to 
point  out  that  owing  to  an  accident  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Brigg  (Mr.  Waddy),  which  stood  first  on 
the  Paper  last  night,  has  been  placed  on 
the  Paper  for  this  evening  in  its  wrong 
place,  tho  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sunderland  (Mr.  Storey)  having 
been  put  in  the  first  position.  There- 
fore it  is  necessary  to  take  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Brigg  first, 
although  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sunderland  will  come  on  for  discussion 
at  the  same  time,  inasmuch  as  they  both 
involve  the  question  of  giving  the 
County  CounciLs  the  option  of  varying 
the  use  of  the  money  which  the  Bill 
proposes  to  place  at  their  disposal  from 
the  purpose  stated  in  the  Bill.  If  that 
question  be  decided  in  the  negative  on 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Brigg,  the  hon.  Member  for  Sunderland's 
Amendment  must  fall  with  it.  The 
second  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sunderland,  and  that  of  the  hon. 
Member   for    the   Launceston  Division 
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(Mr.  C.  Acland)  belong  more  properly  to 
a  later  clause.  The  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Carnarvon  Boronghs 
(Mr.  Lloyd-George)  is  out  of  order,  the 
question  haring  been  practically  decided 
last  night.  Some  other  Amendments  to 
the  1st  clause  relate  to  later  clauses, 
and  therefore  will  be  out  of  order  on  the 
first.  I  would,  however,  add  that  al- 
though the  Amendments  of  tho  hon. 
Members  for  Brigg  and  Sunderland  are 
in  order,  a  good  deal  of  the  ground  they 
take  up  has  already  been  covered  by  the 
Debate  on  the  Amendment  for  Rother- 
ham.  The  main  point  to  be  discussed 
is  whether  the  money  provided  by  the 
Bill  should  or  should  Hot  be  given  ex- 
clusively for  the  purchasa  of  licences, 
and  much  of  that  ground  has  already 
been  covered  by  previous  debate. 

(7.50.)  Me.  storey  (Sunderland) : 
Am  I  to  understand  that  if  it  be  decided 
on,  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Brigg,  that  there  should  be  no  option, 
my  Amendment  falb  to  the  ground? 
Would  it  not,  then,  be  competent  to  me 
to  move  a  third  use  of  the  money  as  a 
subsequent  Amendment?  At  present 
the  Bill  proposes  to  give  the  County 
Councils  £350,000  for  a  certain  pur- 
pose, ^6350, 000  more  for  another  pur- 
pose, and  the  residue  for  their  own 
purposes.  Will  it  not  be  competent  to 
me  to  move  that  a  further  sum  of 
£50,000  or  £100,000  should  be  appUed 
for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  amount 
of  Id.  in  the  £1,  which  is  at  present 
allowed  for  the  adoption  of  free  libraries? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  U  the  residue  be 
sufficient  to  cover  the  amount  so  to  be 
allocated  the  hon.  Member  might  no 
doubt  make  that  proposal. 

(7.51.)  Mb.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire, 
B"ffg)  :  I  rise.  Sir,  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment I  have  placed  on  the  Paper, 
namely,  at  the  end  of  line  19  of  Clause 
1,  page  1 ,  to  insert  the  following  words : — 

"  Or  if  the  County  CounciU  shall  so  deter- 
mine, any  part  of  the  said  sum  of  £390,000 
may  be  applied  in  England  in  relief  of  the 
School  Board  rates,  or  of  the  fees  payable  by 
or  on  behalf  of  the  children  in  elementary 
schools  aided  by  the  State  in  snch  proportion 
as  the  County  Councils  may  determine." 

I  have  listened  with  attention  to  the 
observations  which  you,  Sir,  have  made 
as  to  how  far  this  is,  and  how  far  it 
is  not,  a  reasonable  Amendment,  and  how 
tar  the  principle  of  my  Amendment  has 
The  Chairman 


been  anticipated  by  the  discussion  which 
has  already  taken  pl^tce.      I  shall  endea- 
vour, as  closely   as   I    possibly  can,  to 
follow  the  course  which  you,  Sir,  have 
indicated,  and  to  say  as  little  as  possible 
on   that  portion  of  the  question  which 
has  already  been  covered.      But  it  will 
be  impossible    for  me    entirely  to  avoid 
touching  on  matters  that  have  already 
been  referred  to,  for  this  reason ;  that  we 
on  this  side  of  the  House — at  all  events, 
the  majority  of  us,  some  of  us  express- 
ing our  views  and  others  not  expressing 
them  in  consequence  of  a  certain  pact 
that  we  have   made — ^the   majority  of 
ns,  I  say,  probably  consider  that  the 
whole  thing  from  beginning  to  end  is  as 
bad  as  bad   can  be.      But    I    will  not 
pursue  this  point    any    further;    it  is 
settled  and  done   with ;  and   at  present 
we  are  in  this  position :  that  the  sum  of 
£350,000  which  is  provided  for  by  this 
Bill  is  to  be  taken  and  allotted,  either  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public  houses,  or  in  some 
other   way,  according   to  one   or  other 
of  the  Amendments  upon  the  Paper.    I 
am  sincere   in  what  I  have  to  say  witii 
regard  to  the  Government.      I  asked  a 
question  of  the  leader  of  the  House  a  short 
time  ago  which  he  would  not  answer. 
I  did  not  ask  that  question  disrespect- 
fully, but  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
when  it  was  that,  in  his  own  mind,  he 
anticipated    wo    should    probably   rise. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  answer 
that  question  because,  no  doubt,  it  was  a 
very  difficult  question  to  answer  at  that 
time,  but  now  I  want  to  suggest  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  opposite,  the  President 
of   the  Local  Government  Board,  that, 
after  all,  the  course  I  am  about  to  propose 
to  him  may  save  the   Government  an 
enormous  amount   of   time   and   lahonr 
should  they  be  disposed    to  adopt  it. 
They  are  at  the  present  moment  com- 
mitted to  a  Bill  which  I  truly  believe  in 
their  own  inmost  hearts  they  are  very 
sorry  they  ever  touched,  and   therely 
they  are  committed  to  the  fighting  of 
principles  which  they  do  not  like.    Tie 
differences  which    have  already  mani- 
fested themselves   among  the  Govern- 
ment supporters  on  the  opposite  Benches 
may  be  taken  as  strongly  indicative  of 
the  views  of  their  own  Party  ;  and  I  pnt 
it  to  the  Government,  is  it  not  possible 
that  they  may  take  a  weapon  even  from 
our  side  of  the  House  ?    If  they  were  to 
accept  this  Amendment    it  would  get 
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them  clear  of  all  the  diflSculty,  or  of  a 
great  portion  of  tl^e  difficulty,  which 
still  remains.  And  I  will  tell  you  why, 
sport  from  the  ridiculoas  position  of  the 
Aldermen  on  the  County  Councils,  the 
conntty  generally  would,  undoubtedly, 
have  perfect  confidence  in  the  way 
which  those  bodies  would  administer 
the  powers  and  duties  conferred  upon 
them  by  this  Bil).  It  may  be  that  in 
some  model  districts  where  there  are 
not  too  many  public  houses  there  would 
be  little  need  of  the  exercise  of  the  pur- 
chasing power,  while  there  -may  be 
many  other  districts  in  which  the  state 
of  things  is  so  bad  that  a  number  of 
those  houses  ought  to  be  immediately 
extinguished.  What  in  those  cases  are 
the  County  Councils  to  do?  Each  of 
these  bodies  is  entitled  to  its  .proper 
share  of  this  j£350,000,  but  the  major 
portion  of  them  do  not  want  the  money 
for  pablic  house  purposes,  and  are  unable 
to  apply  it  to  any  other  source  that 
would  be  of  real  advantage  What, 
then,  are  they  to  do  f  In  the  division 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent 
the  County  Council,  although  lai^ely 
composed  of  the  Conservatives  of  North 
Lincolnshire,  has  already  actually  passed 
a  Vote  opposed  to  the  carrying  out 
of  this  Bill.  Why  then,  I  ask,  are 
they  on  the  one  hand  to  loss  the 
benefit  of  the  application  of  this  money 
to  pnrposes  of  which  they  approve,  and 
why,  on  the  other  hand,  should  they  be 
compelled  to  devote  it  to  purposes  of 
which  they  disapprove  ?  Well,  Sir,  my 
Amendment  gives  the  Government  the 
opportunity  of  saying,  "  Here  is  a  certain 
amount  of  money  to  be  devoted  to  some 
purpose  ; "  and  1  say  to  the  Government, 
"  Do  not  fasten  yourselves  so  absolutely 
to  the  chariots  of  the  big  brewers. 
Give  yourselves  some  opportunity  of 
taking  a  better  course.  Give  your 
friends  some  chance  of  acting  in  accord- 
ance with  their  own  views."  Wo  ask 
the  Government  to  say  that  these 
bodies  shall  not  be  compelled  to  apply 
the  money,  as  it  is  not  really  needed ;  to 
say  that  they  are  not  going  to  select 
puiicnlar  places  or  to  make  any  parti- 
cular choice,  but  that  they  propose  to 
leave  the  choice  generally  to  the  County 
Councils,  who  know  best  what  is  most 
wanted.  We  ask  you,  in  point  of  fact, 
to  say  that,  having  created  these  bodies. 


having  been  the  means  of  calling  them 
into  existence,  yon  will  give  them  the 
opportunity  of  saying  to  what  pnrpose 
this  money  shall  be  applied,  although 
there  can  be  no  objection  to  the  imposi- 
tion  of  some  kind  of  limitation,  such  as, 
say,  for  instance,  the  money  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
public  parks  or  objects  of  amusement 
and  recreation,  but  that  it  shall  be 
applied  to  some  good  and  useful 
purpose.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  we 
ask  you  to  accept  this  Amendment. 
The  objects  I  have  mentioned  will 
probably,  not  all  of  them,  commend 
themselves  to  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  I  say,  however,  the 
Amendment  is  as  good  as,  under  the 
circumstances,  I  can  undertake  to  make 
it,  and  I  ask  iJbe  Committee  to  accept  it 
on  that  principle.  I  propose  that  this 
money  shall  be  given  partly  in  relief  of 
the  children's  pence.  I  know  perfectly 
well  there  are  several  Members  on  thia 
side  of  the  House  who  will  say  I  am 
simply  anticipating  free,  or  rather  assisted, 
education.  Some  Members  will  say, 
"  Give  all  the  money  to  the  rates,''  and 
others  will  say,  "  Do  not  give  any  of  it  to 
the  rates."  It  is  just  possible  there  may 
be  found  off  the  Government  Bench  a 
few  who  think  it  had  better  be  given  to 
the  public  houses.  With  regard  to  the 
children's  pence,  I  think  the  Government 
had  better  accept  the  Amendment.  I 
think  they  had  better  not  let  it  be  said 
at  the  next  General  Election — which  may 
be  adjourned  for  some  time,  but  which, 
sooner  or  later,  will  come  down  upon 
them  as  surely  as  fate  or  death — that 
when  there  was  a  choice  in  this  House 
between  giving  the  money  to  drink  and 
giving  it  to  the  children,  if  the  County 
Council  desired  it,  they  said,  "  We  will 
have  the  drink,  the  whole  drink,  and 
nothing  but  the  drink."  I  advise  them 
to  put  away  this  cup  from  their  lips. 
The  cry  they  are  preparing  against 
themselves  by  opposing  this  Amendment 
will  do  them  great  harm,  and  a  perfectly 
legitimate  instinct  of  self-preservation 
may  induce  them  to  say  that,  on  the 
whole,  they  think  they  had  better  accept 
an  Amendment  like  this.  The  Amend- 
ment, if  adopted,  will  not  hinder  the 
County  Council  from  laying  out  the 
whole  of  the  money,  if  they  like,  on  public 
houses.     There  is  nothing  whatever  in 
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the  Amendment  which  calls  upon  them 
to  divide  the  £350,000  into  three  equal 
parts  and  to  give  one  to  each  purpose 
mentioned.  If  the  County  Council  find 
when  they  get  the  money  that  the  best 
way  of  expending  it,  and  the  most  useful 
for  morality  and  for  the  people  generally, 
is  to  buy  up  licences,  there  is  nothing 
in  my  Amendment  to  hinder  them  from 
using  it  in  that  way.  By  accepting  this 
Amendment,  all  the  Government  do  is  to 
say  that  the  County  Council  knows 
better  than  they  do,  having  local  know- 
ledge, how  the  money  may  best  be  spent 
in  their  own  locality,  and  being  able  to 
deal  with  the  question  intelligently, 
honestly,  and  fairly.  If  they  refuse 
this  Amendment,  it  amounts  to  this : 
that  they  are  prepared  to  say  to  the 
whole  of  the  County  Councils  of  this 
country,  "  We  do  not  believe  either  in 
your  honesty  or  your  intelligence."  I 
apprehend  that  will  be  a  very  strong 
thing  to  say.  No  doubt,  if  there  has 
been  some  previous  arrangement  which 
ties  +he  Government  to  their  own  pro- 
posal in  spite  of  everything,  they  will 
have  to  carry  this  ridiculous  Bill  as  it 
stances.  We  offer  them  the  opportunity 
of  giving  the  County  Councils  power  to 
spend  on  the  public  houses  every  single 
farthing  they  will  get  if  they  think  it 
wise.  If  the  County  Councils  say  they 
do  not  want  the  money  for  this  purpose, 
why  should  Gentlemen  opposite  say  that 
money  which  is  not  wanted  for  public 
houses  should,  nevertheless,  go  to  jiublic 
houses?  Supposing  that  the  County 
Councils  say  that  they  do  not  want  this 
money  for  enfranchising,  or  extinguish- 
ing, or  purchasing,  or  compensating  the 
licencee  of  public  houses,  what  follows  ? 
Why,  we  propose  that  the  County 
Councils,  who,  it  may  be  presumed, 
know  the  wants  of  their  districts,  should 
be  entitled  to  hand  the  money  over  in 
relief  of  children's  pence  to  people  who 
are  absolutely  unable  to  find  the  money 
for  the  education  of  their  children.  If 
there  is  one  thing  standing  in  the  way 
■of  education  in  this  country  and  making 
it  unpopular,  it  is  the,  perlmps,  necessary 
■and  inevitable  harshness  with  which  the 
law  has  to  be  administered  now  and  then 
with  regard  to  the  poorest  of  the  poor. 
We  are  told  by  a  distinguished  person  in 
this  country  that  he  has  a  notion  of 
introducing  as  soon  as  he  can,  before  his 
Mr.  Waddy 


term  of  office  expires — and  I  am  afraid, 
under  the  circumstances,  he  will  have  to 
be  very  quick — something  in  the  nature 
of  free  education  or  assisted  edncatioa 
That  will  be  a  bold  stroke  when  it  is 
done,  and  you  must  remember  that  when 
you  have  given  that  stroke  you  can 
never  retract.  Ton  will  be  taking  a 
leap  in  the  dark  of  a  very  serioiu 
character,  involving  an  enormous  ex- 
penditure of  money.  See,  then,  what 
an  opportunity  this  proposal  of  mine  offers 
you  for  making  an  experiment  without 
taking  this  serious  leap  in  the  dark.  The 
opportunity  is  one  ihsA  you  ought  to  be 
extremely  glad  to  avail  yourselves  of. 
You  can  here  make  an  experiment— a 
small  one — in  the  direction  of  paying 
school  pence  and  freeing  or  assisting 
education,  which  will  serve  to  give  yon 
experience.  The  more  I  consider  this  pro- 
proposal  of  mine  the  more  am  I  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  I  am  the  greatest 
benefactor  the  Government  have  ever 
had.  I  come  to  them  with  my  hands 
full  of  gifts,  and  nothing  but  what 
theologians  call  "obstinate  impenitence" 
induces  them  to  refuse  these  g^ifts.  We 
heard  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  last  night,  in  opposition  to  the 
views  enunciated  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Botherham,  his  objection  to  the 
application  of  the  principle  of  subvention 
to  anything  but  a  public  house.  It  is 
said,  "  The  amount  you  propose  to  give  to 
education  is  too  small  to  be  of  any  use." 
Well,  that  is  a  very  dangerous  propo- 
sition to  set  up,  because  if  it  is  a  very 
small  amount  to  contribute  to  children's 
pence,  it  is  a  much  smaller  amount  to 
g^ve  for  the  purchase  of  publican's 
licences.  If  it  is  inadequate  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  a  few  children  to 
school,  it  is  very  much  more  inadequate 
for  dealing  with  the  quantity  of  licences 
you  propose  to  deal  with — so  inadequate, 
in  fact,  as  to  lead  to  the  pretty  general 
belief  that  your  "true  object  is  not  to 
pass  a  practical  and  useful  measure  for 
the  purchase  of  licences,  but  to  lay  down 
a  principle  which  will  be  binding  on  us 
and  on  yourselves.  The  principle  of 
the  Amendment  is  already  in  the  Bill 
itself,  because,  under  the  2nd  claose, 
£40,000  is  to  be  applied  in  reUef  of 
school  fees  in  Scotland,  and  in  the  3rd 
clause  a  portion  of    Ireland's  share  of 
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the  duties  is  to  be  paid  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education.  If 
gnch  an  application  of  the  money  is  good 
for  Scotland  and  Ireland,  snrely  it  is 
good  for  England.  Whj  should  these 
distinctions  be  drawn  between  the  one 
oooutij  and  the  other  1  I  maintain  that 
this  country  is  not  a  bit  better  educated 
than  are  Scotland  and  Ireland ;  why,  then, 
are  you  going  to  subsidise  Scotland  and 
Ireland  and  leave  England  out  in  the 
cold?  There  has  been  some  talk  about 
money  coming  from  spirits  going  to 
spirite ;  but  there  is  a  distinct  fallacy  in 
that  argument,  for  money  coming  &om 
spirits  goes  to  the  payment  of  education 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  I  submit 
that,  having  acknowledged  that  principle 
in  the  case  of  those  countries,  you  are 
bound  to  acknowledge  it  in  the  case  of 
England.  If  not,  you  must  make  out  a 
case  for  the  exception,  which,  as  yet,  you 
hare  not  attempted  to  do.  The  measure, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  purely  a 
patchwork  one.  Its  main  object  is 
to  give  something  to  the  public  house 
keepers,  but  it  has  a  fringe  designed  to 
conceal  that  object,  which  is  of  the  most 
illogical  character.  If  you  will  not  give 
the  whole  of  this  money  to  education, 
divide  it  between  the  publicans  and  the 
children,  but  do  not  let  it  go  forth  that 
the  one  thing  dear  to  your  heart  is  the 
adequate  payment  of  the  public  house 
keeper.  Laist  night  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  said  he  objected 
to  giving  away  money  for  any  other 
purpose  because  wo  have  already  passed 
a  Resolution  indicating  that  the  money 
is  all  to  be  devoted  to  one  object.  But 
there  are  alternative  objects  before  the 
Committee ;  and  is  it  to  be  said  that, 
whenever  alternative  proposals  are  put 
forward  in  a  measure  and  the  House 
chooses  the  first  of  these,  it  shall  not  be 
competent  to  go  on  to  the  second  and 
propose  as  a  compromise  that  both  objects 
shall  be  secured?  The  only  other 
objection  to  my  proposal  is  one  which  it 
does  not  lie  in  the  mouths  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  make.  The  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  last  night 
stated  distinctly  that  there  is  an  objection 
to  handing  over  this  money  to  a  National 
Council — as  was  proposed  in  the  case  of 
the  Principality  of  Wales — as  distin- 
guished from  a  Local  Authority.  His 
righteous  soul  revolted  against  anything 


that  might  seem  even  distantly  to  savour 
of  Home  Rule.  I  do  not  think  it  reason- 
able, but  I  can  understand  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  objection.  It  is  true  the 
Government  have  not  given  us  Na- 
tional Cotincils  for  Ireland,  Wales, 
or  Scotland,  but  there  is  one  thing 
they  have  done :  they  have  given  us 
County  Councils,  and  have  told  us  that 
those  bodies  are'  admirably  well 
adapted  for  dealing  with  these  matters. 
When  the  Government  first  brought  in 
the  Local  Government  Bill,  under  which 
the  County  Councils  are  now  operating 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  ^nd,  they  themselves  declared 
with  great  effusion  and  earnestness 
that  this  licensing  question  of  all 
others  was  the  one  the  County  Councils 
were  fittest  to  deal  with,  and  it  does  not 
lie  in  their  mouths  to  object  to  conferring 
the  powers  I  propose  on  these  Councils. 
We  know  why  they  backed  out  of  their 
original  proposal,  as  they  did  out  of 
the  Wheel  and  Van  Tax  and  out  of  their 
proposals  as  to  sugar;  but  we  say  to 
them,  "  You  have  now  an  opportunity  of 
doing  to  a  limited  and  tentative  ex- 
tent that  which  you  were  anxious 
to  do  in  1888.  Give  to  the  County 
Councils — your  own  offspring,  the  chil- 
dren of  your  own  bringing  up — the 
very  duties  and  responsibilities  which 
your  leading  men  in  1888  declared  that 
it  was  a  right  and  proper  thing 
to  entrust  them  with."  This  pro- 
posal is  not  unreasonable  and  not 
illc^cal.  I  ofEer  the  Government  the 
opportunity  of  doing  this  in  the  interests 
of  temperance.  If  there  is  one  thing 
more  than  another  which  conduces 
to  temperance,  it  is  a  good,  sound  educa- 
tion ;  therefore,  I  claim  that  my  Amend- 
ment is  in  the  interest  of  education,  and 
that  such  being  the  case,  it  should 
commend  itself  to  the  Government.  It 
will  please  us,  as  it  will  be  something 
like  a  rift  in  the  cloud,  and  wiU  give  us  an 
opportunity  of  escaping  from  the  conse- 
quences of  a  Bill  which,  between  our- 
selves, is  an  abomination.  It  will  be 
very  much  to  the  benefit  of  the  people — 
which  is  a  thing  you  care  more  about 
than  pleasing  us.  It  will  be  in  favour  of 
the  County  Councils  as  showing  your 
confidence  in  them,  and,  lastly — and  this 
is  the  strongest  reason  of  all — it  will  be 
in  favour    of   yourselves.      If  this  be 
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carried  I  verily  believe  that  it  will 
diBarm  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  from  this 
side  of  the  House  almost  entirely.  I,  for 
one,  should  be  prepared  to  say  that,  bad 
as  the  Bill  is,  I  would  listen  to  the 
pathetic  appeal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  I^kder  of  the  House,  who  not 
only  urges,  but  entreats  us  not  to  oppose 
a  measure  which  we  believe  to  be 
horrible.  By  accepting  my  Amendment 
the  Government  will  take  from  ns  the 
opportunity  of  saying  what  we  un- 
doubtedly shall  say  throughout  the 
country  in  the  absence  of  such  an 
Amendment,  namely,  that  when  in  the 
stress  of  their  difliculties  we  offered 
them  fairly  and  openly  this  opportunity 
of  saving  themselves  from  getting 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  publicans 
and  of  enabling  the  County  Councils 
to  do  something  useful  with  this 
money,  they  declined  to  allow  it  to 
be  spent  usefully,  or  on  any  thing 
which  would  war  with  the  interests 
of  their  pets — the  publicans.  I  do 
not  look  at  this  matter  from  a  Party 
point  of  view,  although  I  declare  that 
from  such  an  aspect  I  wish  you  would 
refuse  this  Amendment,  because,  in  that 
case,  the  gain  to  us  would  be  very  great. 
Already  the  rift  between  ourselves  and 
some  of  our  friends  who  used  to  work 
with  us  earnestly  and  energetically  in 
times  gone  by  is  beginning  to  close. 
Already  in  that  section  of  our  Party 
which  has  left  us  there  is  another  rift 
beginning  to  manifest  itB3lf  more  and 
more  clearly.  Already  the  consequences 
of  this  absolutely  insane  attempt  at 
legislation  has  been  that  you  have 
been  flooded  with  Petitions  to  an 
extent  almost  unparalleled.  When  you 
have  an  opportunity  of  escaping  from 
your  folly  you  will  not  seize  it.  It  will 
be  batter  for  ns  as  a  Party  if  you 
persevere  with  your  Bill,  if  you  continue 
to  bring  back  to  our  standard  right 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land  hundreds  and  thousands  of  men  who 
voted  against  us  at  the  last  Election,  but 
who  will  never  do  bo  again  as  long  as  this 
Bill  is  not  only  fathered,  but  is  pushed 
through  by  main  force,  although  the  force 
is  becoming  less  and  less  main  force  with 
every  Division.  You  will  do  to  us  as  a 
Party  more  good  by  pressing  forward  this 
Bill  than  we  can  do  for  ourselves  by  any- 
thing we  can  devise.  It  will  be  in  vain 
Mr.  Waddy 
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for  you  to  talk  of  obstruction.  The 
country  will  sanction,  and  will  be 
delighted  with  any  amount  of  legitimate 
obstruction  which  we  can  put  in  the  my 
of  the  passing  of  this  measure,  and  ve 
shall  put  such  obstruction  in  the  Bill's 
way.  Behind  all  yonr  bravado  we  know 
what  your  intelligence  teaches  yon,  and 
I  ask  you,  for  your  own  sake  as  well  as 
for  the  sake  of  the  country,  to  accept  this 
Amendment  while  there  is  time. 

.     Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1,  line  19,  after  the  word  "  mec- 
tioned,"  to  ioaert  the  words  "  or  if  the  coanty 
councils  shall  so  determine,  any  part  of  tfat 
said  sum  of  £330,000  may  be  applied  inEDgluid 
io  relief  of  the  School  Board  rates,  or  of  the 
fees  piyable  by  or  oa  behalf  of  the  childrea  id 
elementary  schools  aided  by  the  State  in  tacb 
proportion  as  the  county  councils  may 
deiermino."— (ifr.  Waddy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  or  if  the  county  councils  shall  so  de- 
termine '  be  there  inserted." 

(9.5.)  The  SECRETARY  of  the 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Long,  Wilts,  Devizjs) :  The  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Brigg  Division 
is  one  on  behalf  of  which  a  great  deal 
might  be  said  on  its  merits,  but  the 
Committee  is  not  now  concerned  in  dis- 
cussing free  or  assisted  education  on  its 
merits.  The  hon.  Crentleman  has  given 
the  Committee  his  views  on  the  present 
condition  of  the  working  classes  in 
reference  to  the  cost  of  the  education  of 
their  children,  and  has  suggested  to  the 
Government  that  it  would  be  desirable 
if  a  portion  of  this  fund  cou-d  be  devoted 
to  purposes  of  assisting  education  in  the 
country.  Well,  the  Committee  is  aTrare 
of  the  fact  that  announcements  have 
already  been  made  in  reference  to  the 
question  of  assisted  or  free  education, 
and  I  venture  to  sabmit  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  his  proposal  will  not 
go  any  considerable  distance  towards 
relieving  the  working  classes  from  the 
difliculties  under  which  they  labour  in 
this  respect.  But  I  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  the  question  of  fi-ee  education 
now.  Whether  it  be  good  or  bad,  I  look 
forward  to  the  opportunity  Parliament 
will  have  of  considering   the   question 
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upon  adequate  and  definite  proposals. 
Bat  I  wonld  suggest  to  opponents  of 
tbese  clauses  who  are  fond  of  making 
lefereaces  to  the  increasing  difficulties 
of  the  Government  in  connection  with 
-this  measure — statements  easily  made  in 
regard  to  this  or  any  other  measure — 
that  they  should  consider  their  own 
position.  I  have  a  Tery  shrewd  suspicion 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  getting 
into  far  greater  difficulties  themselves, 
becanse,  in  their  extreme  desire  to  attack 
the  Bill,  they  approach  it  from  so  many' 
different  points  that  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  be  united,  expect  in  a  general 
spirit  of  hostility  to  the  Bill.  One  of 
the  chief  arguments  advanced  against 
the  measure  is  that  the  sum  of  money 
proposed  is  ludicrously  insufficient  for 
the  purpose  of  extinguishing  licences. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre)  gave  us  last  night  the  result  of 
some  interesting  calculations  he  had 
made,  by  which  he  arrived  at  the  exact 
soma  which  he  said  would  be  distributed 
to  varions  districts.  But  this  money  is 
to  be  spread  over  the  whole  country; 
there  is  no  special  share  to  town  or 
village,  forming  an  unit  in  the  whole 
area  over  which  the  sum  is  to  be 
distributed.  Bat  the  oontentim  is,  that 
the  money  we  propose  for  the 
pnrpose  is  ludicrously  insufficient,  and, 
therefore,  our  proposal  ought  not 
to  be  entertained  by  Parliament.  Well, 
but  surely  it  is  10  times  more  insufficient 
for  the  purposes  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Brigg  Division  has  recommended. 
He  does  not  even  propose  that  the  whole 
sum  of  X360,000  should  be  devoted  to 
the  subject  of  his  Amendment.  Even  if 
Parliament  were  to  accept  the  hon. 
Member's  proposal,  and  the  County 
Councils  were  to  act  upon  it,  what  would 
tie  the  practicsJ  result?  In  certain  parts  of 
the  country,  in  a  very  limited  number  of 
cases,  there  would  be  assisted  or  free 
edncation,  while  everywhere  else  the 
present  system  wonld  prevail.  I  there- 
tore  submit,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
money  is  inadequate  for  the  purposes  of 
the  hon.  Member,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  even  were  the  hon.  Member's  pro- 
posal accepted,  it  would  do  very  little 
good  for  the  cause  he  has  at  heart, 
namely,  free  education.  The  good  it 
would  do  would  make  no  real  mark  on 
the  difficulties;  it  would  only  accentuate 
VOL.  CCCXLV.      [thibd  series.] 


those  difficulties  in  a  great  many  dis- 
tricts by  the  relief  afforded  in  a  very 
limited  number  of  cases.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said  the  Government  had 
alresuly  proposed  to  devote  a  certain  por- 
tion of  this  money  to  assisted  education 
in  Scotland ;  but  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
remember  that  distinction  has  already 
been  made  in  the  case  of  Scotland  in  the 
Local  Government  proposals  passed  by 
the  House  dealing  with  Scotland.  Every- 
body knows  the  conditions  of  education  in 
Scotland  differ  from  those  which  exist  in 
this  country,  and  the  proposals  in  the 
Bill  with  regard  to  Scotland  make  no 
greater  distinction  between  this  country 
and  Scotland  than  already  exists.  Does 
any  hon.  Member  who  supports  this 
Amendment  ask  us  to  believe  that 
the  proposal  is  really  made  in  the 
interest  of  the  Bill?  ["  No."]  I  am  glad 
to  have  that  admission;  it  is  what  I 
expected  and  desired.  Undoabtedly, 
the  desire  of  hon.  Members  opposite  is 
to  wreck  this  Bill.  [ "  No ;  to  improve 
it"] 

SiE  W.  LAWSON  (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) :  Only  the  Compensation 
Glauses. 

Mb.  LONG  :  Of  course,  I  mean  to 
wreck  the  licensing  clauses.  We  are 
justified  in  the  belief  that  the  Amend- 
ment is  directed  to  the  wreckage  of  those 
clauses  rather  than  to  the  improvement 
of  the  measure.  Our  desire  is  not 
In  that  direction.  In  the  course  of  his 
speech  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Brigg  spoke  of  the  want  of  intelligence 
on  the  part  of  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  if  our  intelligence  is  to  be 
estimated  by  our  acceptance  or  non- 
acceptance  of  this  Amendment,  I  am 
afraid  we  must  continue  under  his  dis- 
pleasure, and  be  liable  to  the  description 
he  has  given.  The  proposal  contained 
in  the  Amendment  would  only  have  a 
very  partial  effect,  and  would  serve  no 
particular  end.  The  money  available  is 
totally  inadequate  to  secare  the  object 
aimed  at  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Brigg. 
Without  saying  a  word  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  freeing  the  poorer  classes  from 
the  burden  of  school  fees  I  must,  on  the 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
oppose  this  Amendment,  because  it  is 
directed  against  the  Bill,  and  because,  if 
2  Y 
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adopted,  it  would  not  effect  the  object 
which  it  pretends  to  have  in  view. 

(9.10.)  Mk.  STOEBT  :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  has  indnlged  in  the  nsnal  "  Peck- 
snifSan  "  statement  that  occupants  of  the 
Front  Bench  opposite  are  burning  with 
anxiety  to  secure  the  advantages  of  edu- 
cation to  the  poorer  people  of  this 
country. 

Mb.  long  :  I  said  I  had  no  desire  to 
contest  in  any  way  the  sentiments  ex* 
pressed  as  to  the  advancement  of  educa- 
tion. 

Mr.  storey  :  Now,  I  am  disposed  to 
test  these  allegations.  Are  the  Govern- 
ment really  anxious  for  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation or  not )  Here  is  a  chance — here  is 
a  sum  of  money  which  is  now  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Government,  or  may  be,  and 
the  Government  have  the  alternative  of 
providing  a  fund  for  the  endowment  of 
public  houses,  or  of  employing  the  money, 
or  part  of  it,  as  my  hon.  Friend  proposes, 
for  the  payment  of  school  fees  of  poor 
children  in  our  large  towns.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  says  the  amount  of  money  in 
question  being  ludicrously  insu£Scient, 
as  we  allege,  to  endow  public  houses 

Me. LONG:  No. 

MR.STOBET:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
surely  does  not  remember  what  he  said. 
That  the  amount  of  money  being,  as  we 
allege,  ludicrously  insu£Bcient  for  the 
endowment  of  public  houses — for  the 
purpose  proposed  in  this  Bill — therefore, 
it  is  much  more  insufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  for  the  fees  of  poor 
children. 

Mb.  long  :  The  hon.-  Member  attri- 
butes to  me  a  form  of  words  I  did  not 
use.  I  said  an  argument  used  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  was  that  our  pro- 
posal ought  not  to  be  accepted,  because 
the  money  was  inadequate  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  and  I  said  that  if  hon.  Members 
made  that  a  ground  of  objection  to  our 
pr«qx)8al,  then  much  more  did  such  an 
objection  apply  to  the  proposal  in  the 
Amendment.  I  did  not  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  amount  of  money  is 
ludicrously  insufficient  for  the  purpose 
we  propose. 
Mr.  Long 
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Mb.  STOREY:    Quite  so;   the  hon. 
Gentleman    said    the    inadequacy  was 
greater  in   regard  to  this  Amendment 
On  that  I  wish  to  meet  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man    with     figures.        Although     the 
£350,000    will   be  inadequate   for  the 
object  the  Bill   proposes,  it  would  be 
fairly    adequate    for   the    purpose   sog- 
gested  in  the  Amendment.    For  instance, 
the  amount  to  be  allocated  to  the  town  of 
Sunderland  would  be  about  £1,200  a 
year,  and  this,   though  ludicrously  in- 
adequate for  the  purpose  of  buying  up 
public  houses,  would  pay  the  school  tees. 
of    1,500    children  out  of  the   12,000 
children     in     Board    schools — a    num- 
ber which  fairly    represents    the  pro- 
portion whose  parents  require  assistance 
in   this  matter.      So,  I  say,  this  snm, 
paltry     as    it     is,     would     break    the 
back    of    the    practical    difficulty    we 
have  in  Sunderland,  a  difficulty,  we  feel 
most  keenly   in  bad  times,  and  which 
is  present  even  in  good  times.     It  is 
a  most  unpleasant  thing  for  poor  parents 
to  go  before  the  School  Board,  in  some 
instances    to    go    before   the   Board  of 
Guardians,  to  plead  for  exemption  from 
the  payment  of  their  children's  school 
fees.     All  the  answer  we  can  give  them 
when  they  complain  is,  "  It  is  the  law ; 
we  have  no  other  method  by  which  yon 
can  get  relief."    But  here  is  a  method. 
The  Government  have   the  money  b 
their     pouch,     and     to     our     request 
the     only     answer     they     will     give 
is  that  the  amount  is  ludicrously  inade- 
quate.    I  show  you  an  instance  in  which 
the  amount  is  not  insufficient,  and  it  is 
my  belief  that  the  amount  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  County  Councils  throughoat 
England  would  be   adequate,  in    many 
instances,  for  the  purpose  we  have  in 
view.      Let    me  ask    hon.    Gentlemen 
to  look  at  this  matter  from  the  point  of 
view  and  position  of  a  northern  artisan. 
What  would  be  the  idea  among  his  fellows 
if  such  a  man,  having  an  increase  in  his 
wages  barely  sufficient  for  the   mainte- 
nance of  his  family,  devoted  that  increase 
to  such  extravagances  as  that  class  fall 
into,  instead  of  devoting  it  to  improving 
the  food  and  condition  of  his  wife  and 
family !    He  would  be  censured  for  his 
folly  and  want  of  thrift.     Yet  theGovem- 
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ment,  with  this  monej  at  their  disposal, 
insist  that  it  shall   be  used  in  a  manner 
that  is  universally  condemned  by    the 
'working  classes.     It  is  to  be  used  in  utter 
defiance    of    the     opinion    of    all    the 
people     concerned.     I  will  not    go    so 
far  as-  to  prophecy  what  any  particular 
CJonnty  Council  may  do  ;  but  I  will  say, 
from  my  knowledge  of  feeling  in  the 
North,  and  I  think  other  Members  will 
confirm    me,   that,   generally   speaking, 
County  Councils  will  not  use  this  money 
which  is  to  be  forced  upon  them  for  pur- 
poses such  as  the   Bill   indicates.     The 
Oovemment  have  public  money  at  their 
disposal,  and  worthy  objects  on  which  to 
employ  it.     They  know  that  the  object 
to  which  they  propose  to  apply  it  is  one 
with  which  the  County  Cdnncils  in  large 
districts  will  have  nothing  to  do,  and  yet 
they  try  deliberately  to  force  on  Parlia- 
ment the  employment  of  the  money  in  this 
particular  direciaon.  For  my  port,  I  have 
been  tsiught  ever  since  I  was  young  that 
when  yon  get  a  surplus  of  money  you 
ought  to  spend  it  wisely  and  worthily, 
and  for  the  best  objects.      We  do  not 
regard  the  Government  object  as  a  good 
object,  and  we  consider  the  alternative 
objects  suggested  in  this  Amendment  as 
more  valuable.     So  much  for  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Brigg.     You,  Sir,  were  good  enough 
to  tell  me  that  the  particular  Amend- 
ment which  I  have  suggested  was  one 
that  must  fall  with  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  Friend.    I  confess  I  do  not  quite 
see  why  that  should  be  so  ;  but  one  must 
not  compete  with  masters  of  I^ions,  and 
I,   therefore,  accept  the  ruling  which, 
doubtless,  in  good  time  you  will  give. 
But  I  hope  I  shall  be  in  order  in  explain- 
ing that  the  Amendment  I  wished    to 
propose  was  not  in  antagonism  to  that 
of  '  my    hon.    Friend  —  it   was    rather 
supplementary.       It     sought     to     pro- 
vide    that,    if    the     County    Councils 
so     determined,     the      money     might 
be     employed     for    the    establishment 
and    maintenance  of   free  libraries  and 
xnnseums.     As  an  argument  against  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend,  it  might 
be  oi^^  that  the  County  Councils  have 
at  present  nothing  to  do  with  education, 
although   we   hope    that   shortly    those 
duties  will  be  entrusted  to  them.     But 
it   cannot   be   denied   that   the    County 
Councils  have  the  right — and  the   sole 


right — to    deal  with    the    question    of 
museums  and  libraries.      I  apprehend 
there  is  no  Member  in  this  House  who 
would  not  be  wilhng  to  see  a  free  library 
in  every  town  and  in  every  village,  and  a 
public  museum  in  all  the  large  centres  of 
population.      What    prevents   that   end 
being  attained  at  the  present  time  is  not 
the  lack  of  willingness  on  the  part  of  the 
people,   but  a  lack    of  funds  at  their 
disposal.      It  may  be  alleged  that    on 
numerous  occasions  in  the  past  the  rate- 
payers of  towns  have,  on  a  poll,  decided 
against    the    establishment    of    a    free 
library.  I  confess  with  shame  and  sorrow 
that  that  has  sometimes  been  the  case, 
and,  that  being  so,  I  think  it  is  incum- 
bent on  Parliament  to  do  what  it  can  to 
improve  the  mind  of  the  people  on  this 
subject.     Still,  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  in  this  matter.     I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  B«tum  made  as   long    ago  as 
February,   1885,  which   shows   that    at 
that  time  there  were  no  fewer  than  99 
places  in  England  where  free  libraries- 
had   been  established.     Since  that  date 
there  has  been  a  very  large  increase  in- 
the  number    of    places  in  which  they 
have  been    established,    and,    probably^ 
there  are  in  England    at    the   present- 
time  more  than  twice  99.     In  Scotland^ 
in   1885,  there  were  only  11    places  in 
which  there  were  free  libraries,  and  in 
Ireland  only  four  or  five,  but  doubtless- 
in  the  two  sister  islands  there  has  also 
been  a  considerable  improvement.     How 
does  the  law    stand   as  to    the    money 
which    the  Municipal  Authorities  may 
employ    for    free  libraries.       They  are 
limited  to  expending  Id.  in  the  Jl  on 
the    rateable     value.       I    never    could 
see   why    the  Legislature   should   have 
imposed    such    a    limit,    and    I    think 
that     as     the     Government    have     so 
much   superfluous  time   and  energy  at 
their  disposal   they  might   utilise  it  in 
removing  that  limit.     At  present,  as  I 
have  said,  municipaUties  can  only  spend. 
Id.  in  the  £1. 

Mk.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  (Birming- 
ham, S.) :  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  the  hon. 
Member,  but  I  may  point  out  that  the 
sum  has  been  altered  in  some  cases,  and 
notably  in  the  casa  of  Birmingham. 

Mb.  storey  :   I  was  just  going  to 
reinforce  my  argument  by  drawing  atten- 
tion to  the  case  of  Birmingham.     It  is  a 
2  Y  2 
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fact  that  a  few  years  ago  Birmingham, 
and    sereral     other    mnnicipalities,    bj 
spscial  local  Acts,  extended  the  limit  of  a 
Id.  rate,  and  many  others  would  have 
been,  no  donbt,  as  likely  to  do  so  had  not 
my  right  hon.  Friend,  who  is  nothing  if 
not  extremely  accurate  in  his  dealings 
with  the  Committee  charged  with  sach 
matters — ^I  mean  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Wolverhampton — 
induced  them  to  agree  with  him  that 
none  of   the  Committees  dealing  with 
private  Acts  should   in   future  give  to 
municipalities  any  power  exceeding  the 
powers  of  a  general  Act  of  Parliament. 
Now,  what  is  the  case  in  Sunderland, 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent  in 
this  House  t    Sunderland,  which  was  one 
of  the  first  towns  in  the  country  to  adopt 
the  Free  Libraries  Act,  is  considerably 
hampered  by  that  limit  of  Id.,  and  can- 
not buy  the  more  expensive  books  they 
think  necessary.     A  penny  in  the  £1 
there    produces    .£1,700   a  year.      We 
built  out  of  the   rates  a  very  handsome 
library  building,  and,  after   paying  the 
interest  on  the  Sinking  Fund  and  other 
charges,  we  are  seriously  crippled.     Our 
people  read  the  books  with  avidity,  and 
if  the  Government  wonld  only  gvre  us 
the  money  they  are  now  going  to  so  vilely 
misuse  we  would  show  what  a  progres- 
sive Radical  town  in  the  North  can  do. 
The  Town  Council  jf  Sunderland  will 
not  apply  Id.  of  this  money  to  the  pur- 
poses of  buying  up  public  houses,  which 
they  have  another  way  of  getting  rid  of, 
and  the  result  will  be  that  the  Govern- 
ment  will   be   putting   this   money   by 
in    a  stocking,   and    it    will    be    used 
for    no     beneficial    purpose    whatever. 
We  know  quite  well  that  we  are  not  dis- 
-cussing  this  matter  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment.    We   do   not  expect  to  be  argued 
with.     We  do  not  want  to  be  argued 
with.     We  know  exactly  what  is   being 
meted  out  to  us.     We  may  argue  and  we 
may  convince  the   consciences  of  hon. 
Members  opposite,  but  we  know   that, 
by-and-by,    they   will    vote    us   down. 
For  my  part,  I  give  the  Government  fair 
notice  that  we  shall  continue  to  oppose 
this   Bill.      I  call    the    action    of    the 
majority  in   voting  us    down    without 
argument,    brutally    un-Parliameniary. 
By  discussion  you  may  take  the  words  of 
the  complaint  and  condemnation  out  of 
Mr.  Storey 
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our  mouths.  But  you  sit  still.  Yon 
listen  to  what  we  say ;  you  may  think 
in  your  hearts  that  what  we  say  is  right, 
but  yon  add — yon  supporters  of  the 
Ministry  add — "  We  must  vote  with  the 
Government."  If  you  treat  us  in  this 
way,  I  give  you  fair  notice,  you  shall 
never  get  a  vote  until  yon  compel  the 
Division  by  the  power  vested  in  the 
Chair.  And  then,  of  course,  we  shall  be 
twitted  with  obstruction. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order, order! 

Me.  STOREY  :  If  we  are  twitted  with 
obstruction  on  these  grounds,  I  shall 
frankly  reply  that  I  have  obstructed  in 
this  matter,  and  that  I  will  obstruct. 
When  I  once  make  up  my  mind,  and 
state  a  thing,  hon.  Members  know  I 
generally  mean  it.  I  have  obstmcted 
this  Bill,  and  I  will  obstruct  it  by  every 
means  in  my  power,  and  the  Front  Oppo- 
site Bench  have  nothing  to  do  with  this 
action  of  mine. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  must  address  himself 
to  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  STOREY:  The  proposal  of  this 
Amendment  is  to  secure  the  spending  of 
this  money  for  the  education  of  poor 
children,  instead  of  for  the  endowment 
of  public  houses,  and  I  was  complaining 
that  the  Government  had  not  argued 
this  matter.  This  question  was  not 
before  the  conntiy  at  the  last  General 
Election ;  it  was  not  even  mentioned  in 
the  Qaeen's  Speech.  So  far  as  we  know, 
the  great  body  of  the  people  are  opposed 
to  it,  and  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  inde- 
pendent Members  like  myself  to  force 
matters  until  the  Government  are  -  com- 
pelled to  go  back  to  the  constituencies 
whom  they  are  so  deceiving. 

*(9.50.)  Mb.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) : 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  hon. Member  who 
has  just  delivered  a  speech,  characterised 
by  no  great  delicacy  of  language,  has 
passed  much  time  in,  but  has  not  derived 
much  improvement  from,  free  libraries  and 
museums.  In  the  town  I  represent  may 
be  found  one  of  the  best  institutions  of  the 
kind  in  the  North  of  England.  I  wish  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  delivered  such 
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a  speech  as  we  hare  just  heard  before  an 
audience  of  the  working  men  of  that 
town.  I  do  not  think  it  would  have 
been  well  received. 

Mr.  storey  :  I  will  come  whenever 
the  hon.  Member  invites  me. 
•Me.  POWELL:  If  his  own  political 
friends  will  invite  him  I  will  do  my  best 
to  secure  for  him  a  fair  hearing.     He  has 
complained  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  sum 
at  present  dsvoted  to  the  maintenance  of 
free  libraries.     Now,  we  have  in  Wigan 
a  splendid  library,  the  first  collection  of 
books  being  the  result  of  private  benefi- 
C3noe.    The  building  in  which  it  is  stored 
was    a  gift,  and    yet,   notwithstanding 
that  double  munificence,  the  amount  of 
Id.    in    the    £\   was  found   to  be  in- 
adequate; last  yeai, therefore, the  borough 
came  to   Parliament  and  the  limit  was 
extended  to  2d.     This  is  being  done  by 
other  boroughs  year  after  year,  and  it  is 
a  duty  which  the  Police  and  Sanitary 
Committee  is  frequently    called  on  to 
perform.     Now,  there  is  a  Bill  before  the 
House,    introduced    by    the  right  hon. 
Baronet     the    Member    for    the     Uni- 
versity  of  London,   which   has   for   its 
object  the  extension  of  the  limit ;  and  I 
should  like  to  know  what  assistance  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  has   given  in  its 
promution.     Has  he   used  his  influence 
with  any  of  his  friends  to  prevent  its 
progress  being   objected   to   after   mid- 
night t     So  long  as  he  remains  passive 
in  that  matter  I  think  we  are  entitled  to 
interpret  his  views  on  this  Amendment 
in  the  light  of  his  conduct  in  regard  to 
that    Bill.      I    wish    to    see    the    Bill 
of  my  right  hon.    Friend   carried.     I 
wish    to    S3e   free  libraries  established 
throughout  the    length  and  breadth  of 
thecountry.  Greatprogresshas  been  made 
in  the  past,  and  I  hope  still  greater  pro- 
gress   will    be     made   in    the    future. 
This  seems    to  me    to    be    a    dilatory 
Amendment.      It    is    devised    for    the 
purpose,  I  will  not  say  of  wasting  time, 
but  of  consuming  time.     I  do  not  think 
the  cause  either  of  free  or  of  assisted 
education  would  be  strengthened  by  the 
adoption  of  this  Amendment.      Such  a 
course  would  have  the  efEeot  of  throwing 
local  funds  into  conf  asion.     Hon.  Mem- 


bers have  said  that  the  County  Councils 
in  Wales,  and  in  the  North  of  England, 
will  not  use  this  money  for  the  extinc- 
tion of  licensed  houses.     No  prophecy 
could  be  more  uncertain,  and  I  beUeve 
that  if  the  Bill  becomes  law  its  provisions 
will  gradually  be  put  in  force  through- 
out  the  country,  and  that  the  cause  of 
temperance    will    be    advanced.     Much 
has  been  said  in  the  course  of  this  Debate 
on  the  subject  of  free  and  assisted  educa- 
tion,  but   it  appears   to  me    that   hon. 
Members  opposite  only  become  enei^tic 
on  this  matter  when  the  Government 
are  seeking  to  push  forward  their  BUls. 
Now,  Sir,  I  think  the  House  would  do 
well    to  allow  the   Prime   Minister  to 
develop    the    scheme    he    has  already 
shadowed  forth.     It  is  only  reasonable 
that,  having  suggested  a  scheme  on  this 
subject,  he  should  be  allowed  to  give 
form  to    it.        I    do    not    understand 
whether  the  Amendment  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman    opposite    is    intended 
to     be     specifically     in    the     interettts 
of     the    rates,    or    of      the    children, 
or  of  the  schools ;  whereas  every  person 
who    is   dealing  with  the  question  of 
education   ought  to  say  distinctly  and 
definitely  what  he  proposes  to  do  when 
he  is  asking  Parliament  to  devote  money 
for  educational  purposes,  letting  us  know 
clearly  whether  it  is  in  relief  of  rates, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  children,  or  for  the 
advantage    of    the   schools,   as   forming 
part  of  a  great  educational   institution. 
Unless    you    set     clearly    before    your 
minds     the    objects     for    which     the 
money  is  to  be  granted,  your  scheme 
must    be    vague,    shadowy,     and     un- 
real,   and     must    necessarily    fail.     In 
regard      to     the     question     of     rates, 
nothing  can  be  more  calculated  to  stir 
up  strife  than  to  give  County  Councils 
the    power    of    applying  public  money 
in    aid    of    the     rates    for    educational 
purposes,    especially    where    there    are 
two   systems   of  education,    which  have 
been,  and  are,  the  cause  of  much  differ- 
ence of  opinion.     I  am  sure  it  is  in  the 
interests    of    education     that    the    two 
^sterns  should  exist,  side  by  side,  and 
tint  there  sbould  be  a  wholesome  rivalry, 
without    which    the    voluntary    schools 
must  perish.  But  here  we  have  a  scheme 
to    enable    County    Councils    to    apply 
money  entirely  for  the    School  Board 
schools,  without  any  corresponding  aid  to 
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the  Tolnntary  schools.  This  is  the  firat 
time  that  such  a  proposal  has  been  made. 
To  adopt  such  a  system  would  be  to  in- 
flict great  wrong  on  the  voluntary  schools, 
and  would  be  strongly  resented  by  those 
who  bare  hitherto  laboured  in  the  cause 
of  education.  It  was  only  the  other  day 
there  was  a  chorus  of  applause  from 
every  part  of  the  House  i»  favour  of  the 
action  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  Council,  who  was  then  said 
to  be  an  enlightened  man  and  a  pioneer 
in  advancing  the  cause  of  education. 
Now,  however,  this  chorus  is  at  an  end, 
and  we  are  being  condemned,  as  wo  have 
been  before,  for  neglect  and  apathy  in 
regard  to  the  education  of  the  country. 
Nevertheless,  in  the  course  of  this  con- 
troversy we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  ever  been  the  first  to  endeavour  to 
advance  the  cause  of  popular  education, 
and  I  believe  we  are  in  the  front  now. 
We  shall  certainly  not  be  deterred  from 
the  course  we  are  taking  on  this  subject 
by  the  kind  of  obstacles  which  are  raised 
by  this  Amendment.  We  regard  the 
question  of  education  as  our  own,  we  are 
proud  of  the  work  we  have  done  in  past 
days,  when  we  were  leading  the  way  in 
this  matter,  and  knowing  all  this,  and 
being  conscious  of  our  present  sincerity, 
we  shall  not  be  deterred  from  opposing  a 
proposition  which  we  believe  to  be  in- 
opportnne  in  its  initiation,  uncertain  in 
its  restilts,  and  calculated  rather  to  hinder 
than  to  advance  the  great  work  of 
education. 

(10.5.)   SieW.HABCOURT (Derby): 
I    do    not    rise    to     speak     at     any 
length  on  this  subject,  but  I  think  the 
House    ought   clearly     to     understand 
the     issue    raised     by     this     Amend- 
ment.   The  last  speaker  has  made  the 
singular  appeal   that    we   should  leave 
this  question  of  education  in  the  hands 
of  the  Prime  Minist-er,  in  consequence  of 
the   speech    he    made    five   years   ago. 
Well,  we  all  know  that  when  a  person 
takes  out  a  patent  the  rale  is  that  he 
ought  to  give  the  public  the  benefit  of 
it,  or  not  be  allowed   to  maintain  his 
patent-right.       Considering     that     the 
speech  made  at  Newport  by  Lord  Salis- 
bury was  made  as  long  ago  as  1885,  and 
that  nothing  has  yet  come  of  it,  we  may, 
perhaps,  be  forgiven  if  we  infringe  the 
Mr.  F.  S.  Potodl 


patent-right  of  the  Prime  Minister,  lod 
suggest  that  we  can  now  take  oat  a 
patent-right  for  ourselves.     The  Home 
has,  undoubtedly,  but  contrary  to  oar 
opinion,  determined  that  a  portion  of  the 
no  ley  or  the  whole  sum  provided  by 
the  Bill  shall,  if  the  County  Council* 
think  fit,  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
public  houses ;  but  we  assert,  and  I  do 
not  think  hon.  or  right  hon.  Qentlemen 
opposite  will  deny  the  assertion,  that  a 
great  number  of  the  County  Councils 
will  not  use  the  money  for  such  a  pur- 
pose.     Yon    know    tiiat   the   London 
County  Council  would  not  so  use  it,  and 
that  no  County  Council   in  Wales  will 
apply  it  in  this  way.  I  think  you  may  also 
assume  that  no  County  Council  in  Soot- 
land  will  so  apply  it,  and  I  may  take  it, 
on    high    authority,   that    the    Coonty 
Councilof Derbywillnotsonseit.  Indeed, 
I  doubt  whether  you  will  find  anyone  in 
this  House,   if  you    were    to  poll  the 
assembly,  who  would  say  that  he  thinks 
the  Couniy  Council  of  the  district  to 
which  he  belongs  would  use  the  mooey 
for  such  a  purpose.      I  do  not  know 
whether,  even  in  the  wilds  of  Wfltshire 
and  the  nei^bourhood  of  Stonehenge, 
where  there  are  very  few  pubhc  houses, 
the  County  Council  would  be  disposed  to 
apply  the  iponey  in  this  manner.    And 
I  doubt  whether,  even  in  the  district  of 
the  Under  Secretary  (Mr.  Long),  where 
the    squires  and  brewers    govern   the 
country,  they  would  give  the  power  to  use 
the  money  for  this  porpose.     All,  how- 
ever, I  ask  you  to  admit  is,  that  there  are  s 
considerable  number  of  County  Councils 
who  would  not  apply  the  money  for  the 
purpose  intended  by  this  Bill.     There- 
fore, I  ask,  can  there  bo  anything  mne 
reasonable  than  that  you  should  give  an 
alternative    to    those    County  Councils 
who  do  not  like  your  proposal?     Is  it 
rational  to  say  to  those  bodies,   "Here 
is  a  sum  of  money.     You  shall  use  it 
for  this  purpose.    If  you  do  not  approre 
of  that  purpose  you  shall  not  use  it  at 
all  r*     I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentlemas, 
the  author  of  the  County  Councils,  is  it 
rational  to  treat  Coanty  Councils  in  this 
way?    Why,  Sir,   it  is  treating  them 
with   contempt ;    it  is  saying  to  them, 
"  You  are  no  judges  of  the  interests  of 
the    community    of   which   you    have 
charge.     We  have  determined  what  you 
shall  do ;  we  dictate  to   you    a 
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policy,  and  if  yon  do  not  adopt  it 
ihe  money  we  offer  you  shall  lie  idle." 
Now,  the  hon.  Member  for  Brigg  pro- 
poses to  say  to  these  bodies,  "  Here  is 
eo  much  money,  we  will  authorise  you 
to  devote  it,  if  you  think  fit,  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  brewers  and  the  publicans, 
but  you  may  also  devote  it  to  another 
pnrpoae,  shoilld  you  desire  to  do  so."  I 
have  read  a  good  many  of  the  speeches 
made  in  the  country  by  the  Under  Secre- 
tary to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  I  may  say  of  him  that  a  more 
thorough  going  publicans'  and  brewers' 
man  I  do  not  know.  1  think  he  is  a 
sincerely  convinced  publicans'  man;  in 
fact,  a  more  upright  and  downright  or 
outright  liquor  man  I  cannot  imagine. 
No  doubt  he  is  so  from  profound  moral 
conviction,  and,  from  the  language  he 
holds,  his  belief  in  good  liquor  is  the 
foundation  of  all  his  speeches.  There- 
fore, I  read  this  Bill  a  good  deal  more 
with  the  mind  of  the  Under  Secretary 
than  with  that  of  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  But  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  this  Bill  would  enable 
the  publican  minded  man  to  have  it  all 
his  own  way.  What  I  say  is,  let  the 
education  minded  man  have  his  chance. 
Well,  Sir,  I  want  to  make  it  quite  clear 
to  the  Committee  what  the  issue  is  on 
what  we  are  about  to  vote.  The 
Onnmittee  is  going  to  vote  on  the 
one  side  for  the  public  houses,  and 
on  the  other  side  for  the  village 
whools.  That  is  the  point  at  issue. 
We  demand  for  the  County  Councils  that 
they,  at  least,  shall  have  the  opportunity 
of  applying  this  money  to  educational 
purposes,  if  they  think  fit.  I  appeal — not 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  he 
is  what  I  should  call  a  ves'ted-interest- 
minded  man ;  he  judges  of  these  great 
moral  questions,  as  we  have  already  been 
told  in  witty  language,  by  the  Standard 
of  Consols — -I  am  appealing  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  looks  at  things  from  a  rather  more 
common  sense  point  of  view,  who 
appreciates  the  tact  that  there  is  a  Party 
in  this  country  who  prefer  the  interests 
of  education  to  the  vested  interests  of 
the  publicans.  I  ask  him  whether  he 
will  not  afBoi-d  his  own  children,  the 
County  Councils,  their  own  choice 
between  education  and  liquor.  We  do 
not  insist  on  education      There  are  some 


people  who  think  education  is  dangerous 
and  mischievous.  I  believe  that  in 
Wiltshire  they  think  it  takes  children 
away  from  the  plough  and  raises  wages. 
These  are  views  which  I  know  are  still 
held  in  the  more  enlightened  and  Con- 
servative parts  of  the  country.  But 
there  are  places  where  these  views  are  not 
held — where  the  population  is  large,  and 
the  people  prefer  education.  All  we 
now  ask  is  that  the  County  Councils 
shall  be  allowed  to  make  their  choice. 
I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Committee 
any  longer.  I  am  quite  ready  that  the 
Tote  shall  be  registered,  and  that  the 
country  shall  understand  that  it  is 
betweeij  the  public  house  and  the  village 
school. 

(10.16.)  Thb  CHA.NCELLOB  op 
THE  EXCHEQUER  (Mi-.  Goschen,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square):  I  am  not 
going  to  follow  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
through  the  whole  of  his  speech.  I 
wish,  in  one  or  two  sentences,  to  point  out 
the  utter  hoUowness  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  contention.  The  right  hon- 
Gentleman  has  before  him  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Government  tliat  next  Ses- 
sion— [Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh  1 "  and 
"Next  Session!"]  The  Goyemment 
and  their  supporters  have  listened 
patiently  to  the  rigmarole  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby ; 
they  have  even  allowed  Ihim  to  use  most 
insulting  expressions ;  and  the  moment 
there  is  to  be  a  reply,  hon.  Members 
opposite,  who  are  so  temperate,  cannot 
control  themselves.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knows  that  the  Government 
are  pledged  to  introduce  a  measure  next 
Session  [Opposition  cries  oj  "  Oh  ! "  and 
"Next  Session!"]  I  am  surprised  that 
it  is  impossible  to  conduct  an  argument 
with  any  degree  of  regularity.  The 
Government  are  pledged  to  bring  in  a 
measure  next  year  with  regard  to  assisted 
education,  Ysj  which  fees  in  elementary 
schools  will  be  paid  ;  and  now  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  set  up  the  plea 
i;hat  it  is  a  question  between  the  village 
school  and  the  public  house.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  never  thought  of  the 
village  school  or  ■  of  any  department  of 
education  before  the  Government  intro- 
duced the  proposals  now  under  considera- 
tion.     Education    is    not    one    of    the 
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specialties  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  village  school  will  be  provided  for 
next  Session,  but  the  Government  wel- 
come the  declaration  which  has  been 
made,  because  we  see  that  the  Party 
opposite  are  about  to  pledge  themselves 
to  give  £350,000  of  public  money  to 
elementary  schools  aided  by  the  State. 
The  Government  welcome  this  declara- 
tion, made  for  the  first  time  by  the 
Liberal  Party,  of  a  desire  to  devote  this 
money  to  all  schools  aided  by  the  State, 
for  the  Amendment  contains  no  dis- 
tinction between  denominational  schools 
and  other  schools.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Brigg  Division,  in  his  eagerness 
to  attack  the  Government  and  establish 
a  bogus  contrast  between  the  public 
house  and  the  school,  has  blundered 
into  an  Amendment  by  which  he  and 
his  Dissenting  friends,  who  are  pledged 
up  to  the  hilt  not  to  give  a  farthing  to 
denomi  lational  schools,  propose  to  give 
£350,000  to  all  State-aided  schools.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  in  their  keen  desire 
to  prove  the  wickedness  of  the  Bill,  are 
accepting  a  principle  which  they  have 
denounced  for  years.  There  will  be  an 
interesting  Division.  Hon.  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  will  vote  for  the 
application  of  the  money  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  public  houses — a  principle  which 
has  been  advocated  by  the  Liberal  Party 
generally.  On  the  other  hand,  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  will  vote  for  the 
application  of  the  money  to  the  relief  of 
school  fees,  which  the  Government  have 
promised  to  remit  next  year ;  and  they 
will  vote  for  an  Amendment  embodying 
a  principle  which  all  those  Dissenting 
bodies  who  have  condemned  this  Bill 
have  protested  against  with  equal 
emphasis  and  loudness. 

(10.25.)  Mb.  J.  MORLEY  (New- 
castle-upon-Tyne) :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman finds  fault  with  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Derby,  and 
says,  forsooth,  that  we  are  now  for 
the  first  time  showing  our  zeal  for  free 
schools.  Yes ;  but  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Derby,  in  1885, 
strongly  and  widely  advocated  free 
schools  at  the  moment  when  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  fight- 
ing his  election  at  Edinburgh  expressly 
on  the  ground  of  his  inveterate  hostility 
Mr.  Goschen 


to  free  schools.  And  yet  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  taunts  my  right  hon. 
Friend  with  inconsistency,  forgetting  his 
own  attitude  on  this  very  question !  I 
was  amused  to  see  the  Pharisaic  air  with 
-v^hich  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
asked  the  Committee  how  it  was  they 
had  any  doubts  as  to  the  views  of  the 
Government,  because  they. had  pledged 
themselves.  The  House  has  had  a  prett; 
good  example  to-night  of  the  value  of 
the  Government's  pledges.  They  have 
been  pledged  for  four  years  to  Local 
Government  for  Ireland,  and  yet  that 
measure  is  put  off,  certainly  till  1892. 
What  security  is  there  that  next  year,  as 
in  the  present  year,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  will  not  interpolate  into  the 
Government  programme  some  measure 
which  is  not  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  and 
which  neither  the  Honsa  nor  the  country, 
still  less  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
followers,  expected  or  desired.  No,  Sir, 
we  shall  certainly  vote  for  the  proposal 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend.  We  shall  vote 
for  it  without  the  slightest  compunction 
or  idea  that  we  are  losing  any  boou' 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  now 
find  it  convenient  to  offer,  but  whichr 
judging  from  the  attitude  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  upon  the  ques- 
tion, we  can  have  very  little  confidence 
will  be  carried  out  on  the  lines  we  pursue. 

•(10.28.)  Me.  WINTERBOTHAM 
(Gloucester,  Cirencester)  :  I  protest 
against  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche-' 
quer's  presumption  that  we  are  commit- 
ting ourselves,  by  the  words  of  this- 
Amendment,  to  anything  like  what  he- 
pretends.  We  are  merely  voting  for  a. 
principle  which  is  already  established  in 
Scotland.  However,  speaking  for  my- 
self, I  would  rather  every  shUling  of 
this  money  went  iuto  the  parsons'  pocket 
than  go  to  the  purchase  of  public  houses. 
On  the  old  motto,  "  Of  two  evils  choose 
the  least."  We  think  that  we  are 
choosing  the  lesser  of  two  evils.  But 
the  words  of  the  Amendment  are  clear 
enough.  We  desire  by  it  to  entrust 
popularly-elected  Bodies,  namely,  the 
County  Councils,  with  the  distribution 
of  this  money  for  the  purposes  of 
elementary  education.  Well,  we  havR 
no  hesitation  at  all.  The  vote  is  between 
this  money  going  for  beer  or  books,  and. 
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I  am  going  to  vote  for  books.  I  rise  for 
s  specific  object,  and  I  will  say 
it  in  as  few  words  as  I  can,  and  without 
givingunnecesaary  offence.  Are  you  hon. 
Members  going  to  vote  for  "  beer  "  with 
your  hands  perfectly  clean,  and  are  yon 
satisfied  that  you  ought  to  vote  at 
all  on  this  matter?  On  Petty 
Sessional  Benches,  when  there  are 
questions  of  licensing,  members  who 
are  connected  with  the  brewing  trade 
leave  the  Bench.  I  ask  the  Go- 
vernment whether  they  are  prepared 
to  tell  the  House  how  many  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  Benches  have 
their  hands  steeped  in  this  trade  P 
^I  have  received  letters  from  the  west 
country,  on  the  strength  of  which  T 
ask  for  this  Return.  A  letter  from 
a  constituent  of  one  of  the  occupants 
of  the  Qtivernment  Bench  says  that 
that  Member  is  interested  in  a 
brewery  to  the  extent  of  £35,000, 
and  is  the  owner  besides  of 
public  houses.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
another  letter  from  a  constituent  of  a 
Cabinet  Minister,' saying  that  that  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  a  trustee  or  a  director 
of  a  large  company  owning  153  tied 
houses.  Then  I  challenge  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wigan  to  say  that  he  has  no 
interest  in  public  houses. 

•Me.  F.  S.  POWELL:  If  the  hon. 
Member  is  referring  to  me,  I  may  say 
that,  as  far  as  I  am  the  owner  of  houses 
of  that  kind,  I  have  always  kept  them 
under  my  own  control. 

•Me.  WINTERBOTHAM  :  All  I  desire 
to  f&j  is  whether  hon.  Members  who  are 
interested  in  property  of  this  kind  ought 
not  to  act  on  the  same  principle  as  Magis. 
trates,  who,  when  they  are  personally 
interested  in  a  question  brought  before 
them,  leave  the  Bench.  And  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  give  my  own  opinion  that 
hon.  Members  opposite  whom  this  legis- 
lation will  benefit  pecuniarily  ought  to 
refrain  from  voting,  and  that  if  they 
did,  this  unhappy  Bill  would  be  quickly 
defeated. 

(10.32.)  Me.  WADDY  :  I  should  not 
have  said  a  word  in  reply  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  ill-advised  attack  made  on 
me  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who,  with  his  usual  candour,  read  only 


the  half  of  the  Amendment,  and  repre- 
sented it  as  the  whole.  Having  done 
that,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  good 
enough  to  refer  to  me  as  one  among  a 
number  of  Dissenters  who  are  now  com- 
mitted to  proposals  which  they  have 
never  hitherto  accepted.  With  an 
ignorance  that  belongs,  I  suppose,  to 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  with  re- 
gard to  matters  of  this  kind — although 
they  are  omniscient  with  regard  to 
matters  of  another  kind — he  says  that 
the  religious  body  to  which  I  belong 
passed  a  certain  Resolution.  1  beg  to 
tell  him  that  the  religious  body  to  which 
I  belong  never  resolved  in  the  direction 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  indicates,  but 
resolved  exactly  the  opposite.  He  is 
entirely  wrong  in  his  facts,  and  is  enr 
tirely  wrong  in  the  conclusions  he  draws 
from  them.  The  only  other  observation 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  upon 
which  I  wish  to  make  a  remark  was  that 
we  should  not  pass  this  Amendment, 
because  the  Government  are  pledged  to 
produce  a  certain  Bill  hereafter.  In 
reply  to  that,  I  would  say  that,  although 
the  Government  may  have  pledged 
themselves  to  introduce  a  Bill,  from 
our  experience  of  their  pledges  we 
have  no  right  to  expect  that  they  will 
fulfil  their  promise,  unless  it  relates 
to  a  measure  for  the  benefit  of  someone 
from  whom  they  have  a  reasonable  ex- 
pectation ct  receiving  votes.  They  will 
get  no  votes  from  poor  children  who 
would  be  benefitted  by  free  education, 
therefore  we  must  not  be  too  sanguine  of 
a  redemption  of  their  pledges  in  this 
regard.  We  should  put  no  more  faith 
in  the  pledges  of  the  Government  than 
we  do  in  their  power  as  prophets,  when 
they  foretell  where  they  will  be  or  what 
power  they  will  be  exercising  next  year. 

(10.36.)  Mb.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Pins- 
bury,  E.)  :  We  have  had  some  very  inter- 
esting arguments  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House  as  to  why  we  should  vote  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Brigg  Division.  We 
first  had  an  interesting  speech  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wigan,  who  showed  his 
great  zeal  for  free  libraries  by  refusing 
to  do  anything  to  help  them,  bwause,  for- 
sooth, a  certain  Bill  that  he  is  interested  in 
has  met  the  fate  that  many  of  our  Private 
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Bills  have  met  on  account  of  the  12 
o'clock  Bole.  And  then  he  objects  to  any 
of  this  money  going  to  reUeye  him  of  the 
necessity  of  passing  the  Bill,  which  he  is 
«nxions  to  see  placed  on  the  Statute 
Book.  Then  we  were  accused  by  the 
hon.  Member  of  new-bom  zeal  in  favour 
of  free  or  assisted  education.  He  said 
he  had  not  heard  much  about  the  matter, 
bat  if  he  will  make  inquiries  he  will  find 
that  early  in  the  Session  an  interesting 
discussion  took  place  on  free  education, 
initiated  by  the  hon.  Member  forBothei^ 
ham,  on  an  Amendment  to  the  Address, 
when  the  whole  of  this  side  of  the 
House  went  into  the  Lobby  in  favour  of 
free  education.  And  the  hon.  Member 
also  knows  that  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  have  freely  expressed 
an  opinion  in  favour  of  this  money  being 
devoted  to  purposes  of  education,  instead 
of  being  frittered  away  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. There  is,  I  may  say,  a  very 
strong  opinion  outside  the  House 
that  many  of  the  Members  op  po- 
tato who  vote  in  favour  of  the 
Government  proposals  have  some  very 
distinct  reason  for  the  zeal  they  exhibit. 
No  doubt  the  Bill  is  in  favour  of  the 
great  brewers,  and  I  think  that  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Oircenoester  Division  require  some 
answer.  I  find  that  a  newspaper  which 
represents  the  brewing  interest, 
amongst  other  things  of  a  like  nature, 
referring  to  a  new  issue  of  Bass  &  Ck>'s. 
stock,  £910,000  in  6  per  cent,  deben- 
tures, offered  to  the  public  at  a  premium 
of  jei2  for  every  jBlOO,  says— 

"  We  suppose  it  will  be  nsed  like  the  last 
debentare  issue,  that  is,  in  an  extension  of  the 
liOndon  and  tied  trade.  The  wisdom  of  this 
Admits  of  no  argument,  and  its  result  is  seen 
in  the  enormous  increase  of  this  trade  for  the 
last  12  months." 

That  is  the  sort  of  thing  you  are  doing, 
that  is  what  hon.  Members  mean  when 
they  talk  about  protecting  "the  poor 
publican's  widowand  orphans — "  building 
up  enormous  profits  for  these  large 
Brewery  Companies.  It  is  simply  a 
matter  of  greasing  the  fat  sow  over 
again  in  the  person  of  the  great  brewers. 
I  could  almost  wish  that  the  Govern 
ment  would  pursue  its  course,  because  I 
am  firmly  convinced  it  is  a  course  most 
objectionable  to  the  majority  of  the 
Mr.  J.  Rowlands 


people  of  the  country.  There  will  be  a 
time  when  the  people  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  pronouncing  upon  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  and,  for  our 
part,  we  hope  that  that  opportunity  will 
be  given  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  have 
g^eat  pleasure  in  supporting  any  Amend- 
ment which  will  devote  this  money  to  a 
legitimate  and  useful  purpose,  and  I 
believe  sincerely  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment accept  the  alternative  of  this 
Amendment  it  will  not  wreck  their  Bill, 
but  will  prove  beneficial  to  them  and  to 
the  people  at  large. 

•(10.45;)  Mb.  JAMES  ELLIS  (Leioes- 
tershire,  Bosworth)  :  I  can  speak  as  to 
the  vast  amount  of  good  which  can  be 
effected  by  the  utilisation  of  small 
amounts  of  money  in  our  rural  districts. 
I  know  a  case  in  which  JBIOO  a  year  was 
left  to  be  spent  for  the  benefit  of  a 
village,  and  where  the  legacy  has  been 
productive  of  a  vast  amount  of  benefit 
to  the  locality.  But  the  money  to  be 
^ven  to  the  localities  under  this 
Bill  is  worth  absolutely  nothing.  Tt 
is  said  that  there  is  only  one  "bot- 
tomless  pit,"  but  I  loiow  of  two 
others  in  addition  to  the  one  ordinarily 
referred  to,  and  they  are  war  and  drink. 
I  hold  the  latter  to  be  the  worst  of  the 
two,  and  I  submit  that  in  subsidising  it, 
as  is  now  proposed,  infinite  harm  wiU 
result.  Your  money  will  be  worse  than 
thrown  away ;  whereas,  if  spent  in  the 
nmnner  suggested  in  the  Amendment, 
it  will  be  productive  of  a  vast  amount  of 
good  in  almost  every  direction. 

(10.46.)  Mr.  BiTCHiB  ruse  in  his 
place  and  claimed  to  move  *'That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Question  be  now  put." — (Jfr. 
Bitchie.) 

(10  47.)  Me.  STOREY  (sitting  with 
his  hat  on)  :  I  wish,  Mr.  Courtney,  to 
ask  for  your  ruling  on  a  point  of  order : 
whether  a  gentleman  charged  pub- 
licly in  this  House,  and  sitting  on  the 
Front  Bench,  with  having  a  pmcuniary 
interest  in  this  question  should  be 
allowed  to  vote  t  I  beg  to  point  out  that 
I  was  prevented  from  rising  to  a  point 
of  order  by  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  prematurely  moving 
the  Closure  to  end  the  discussion. 
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(10.48.)  Thb  CHAIRMAN:  It  is 
not  a  point  of  order  on  which  I  can  pro- 
nonnce.  I  am  unable  to  ascertain  the 
accxsTMj  or  inaccuracy  of  the  state  mente 
made. 

(10.48.)  Me.  storey  :  May  I  point 
out  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Wigan 
distinctly  said  he  was  the  owner  of  a 
pobUc  honse  1  And  I  find  that  under 
Sections  211  and  212,  as  I  read  them,  if 
he  had  been  in  a  Town  Council  he  would 
not  have  been  allowed  to  vote. 

(11.0.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  230;  Noes  201.— (Div.  List,  No. 
142.) 

(11.10.)    Question  put  aooordingly. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  209 ; 
Noes  248.— (Div.  List,  No.  143.) 

(11.20.)  Mb.  STORBr:  I  rise.  Sir, 
to  move  that  yon  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again.  I  do  so  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  Speaker  in 
the  Chajr,  so  that  the  House  may  at 
once  be  able  to  consider  and  inquire  into 
the  allegations  which  were  mtide  by  an 
hon.  Member  on  this  side  of  the  Honse 
(Mr.  Winterbotham)  during  the  Debate, 
and  which  have  been  left  absolutely 
unanswered  by  right  hon.  and  hon. 
Gentlemien  whose  conduct  was  impugned. 
The  allegation  of  my  hon.  Friend  was 
that  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet  was 
directly  interested  in  the  liquor  tra£Bc, 
and  that  another  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Long)  on  the  Government  Bench,  who  is 
conducting  the  Bill,  was  also  directly 
interested  in  it,  and  that,  notwithstand- 
ing that,  they  continued  to  vote  for  this 
Bill.  {Ministerial  cries  of  "  Whitbread  " 
and"Stansfeld."] 

The  CHAIRMAN :  Order,  order. 

-Me.  STOREY:  Now,  Mr.  Courtney, 
how  absurd  an  interruption  surely  is. 
When  I  made  that  assertion,  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  called  out  the  name  of  a 
brewer  on  this  side  of  the  House,  but 
has  that  brewer  voted  for  his  own 
interest  I  Hon.  Members  on  our  side  of 
the  House  who  are  interested  in  this 
traffic  have  either  voted  against  your 
BUI,  or  they  have  had  the  decency  to 
stay  away.  The  Standing  Order  to  which 
I  direct  the  attention  of  the  House  reads 
as  follows : — 


"  Ko  Member  is  entitled  to  vote  upon  any 
qaeation  in  which  he  has  a  dtKot  pecuniary 
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interest,  and  the  vote  of  any  Member  so  in- 
terested will  be  disallowed." 

And  then  Standing  Order,  No.  212,  is  as 
follows : — 

"  By  Resolntion,  27th  June,  1844  (Instrac- 
lion  to  the  Middle  Level  Drainage  Bill  Com- 
mittee), the  Rule  of  this  House,  re'ating  to  the 
vote  upon  any  question  in  the  House,  of  a 
Member  having  an  interest  in  the  matter  upon 
which'  the  vote  is  given,  applies  likewise  to 
any  vote  of  a  Member  so  interested  in  a  Com- 
mittee." 

The  question  I  have  to  ask 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order!  I 
have  had  some  doubt  as  to  whether  this 
is  a  point  which  should  be  considered 
with  Mr.  Speaker  in  the  Chair — Mr. 
Speaker  has  no  knowledge  of  what  goes 
on  in  Committee — and  I  have  found  a 
reference  to  an  express  case.  If  the 
matter  is  considered  at  all,  it  should  be 
considered  by  the  Committee  itself. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  out  of  order  to 
move  to  report  Progress,  in  order  that 
this  question  should  be  considered  with 
the  Speaker  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  STOREY:  Then  I  shall  simply 
repeat  my  Motion,  that  yon  do  now 
report  Progress,  in  order  that  we  may 
consider  the  question  in  Committee. 

The  chairman  :  If  I  reported  Pro- 
gress the  Committee  would  at  once  be 
separated.  That  is  not  the  appropriate 
Motion.  The  Motion,  if  a  Motion  is  to 
be  made,  mast  be  that  the  vote  of  such 
and  such  a  person  be  disallowed  on 
account  of  his  having  a  direct  pecuniary 
interest. 

(11.24.)  Me. STOREY:  Then  I  wiU 
go  to  the  root  of  the  question,  and  move 
that  the  vote  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Sir 
M.  Hicks  Beach)  be  disallowed,  that  the 
vote  of  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr. 
Long)  be  also  disallowed,  and  that  the 
vote  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wigan  (Mr. 
F.  S.  Powell),  who  informed  the  House 
that  he  is  the  owner  of  public  houses, 
shall  also  be  disallowed. 

(11.25.)  The  CHAIRMAN  :  Now 
that  the  subject  has  assumed  a  definite 
shape,  I  think  I  may  give  an  opinion 
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from  the  Chair.  There  is  authority  which 
expressly  bears  upon  it.  The  Motion  for 
disallowing  the  vote  which  a  Member 
has  given  in  a  Division  must  be 
made  on  the  ground  that  that  Member 
has  a  direct  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
vota.  It  must  be  made,  as  it  has  been 
laid  down  by  a  predecessor  of  my  own 
in  the  Chair,  on  the  ground  that  the 
Member  has  a  private  pecuniary  interest, 
and  one  not  relating  to  a  question  of 
public  policy.  I  think,  on  that  ground 
alone,  it  would  be  incompetent  to  make 
such  a  Motion  as  has  been  made ;  but, 
looking  at  the  fact  that  the  action  of  the 
County  Councils,  in  respect  of  the  extinc- 
tion of  licences,  is  not  an  action  forced 
upon  them,  but,  as  has  been  said,  in 
many  cases  County  Councils  would  not 
act  upon  it  at  all,  the  interest  which  any 
Member  coald  take  in  the  action  of  a 
County  Council  hereafter  is  so  contingent 
and  so  foreign  to  the  direct  pecuniary 
interest  contemplated  by  the  Order  that 
I  think  the  Motion  is  not  in  order. 

•(11.27.)  The  PRESIDENT  op  thb 
BOARD  OP  TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.):  As  the  hon. 
Member  thought  fit  to  mention  my 
name,  I  should  like  to  ask  him  on 
what  authority  he  did  so  1  I  desire 
to  say  I  have  not  a  single  share  in  any 
Brewery  Company,  but  that  I  am  the 
owner  of  a  single  village  public  house 
which  brings  me  in  £20  a  year. 

Mk.  STOREY  agwn  rose,  and  was 
greeted  with  loud  cries  of  "  Withdraw." 

The  CHAIRMAN :  Order,  order  !  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  any  observation 
to  make  no  doubt  the  Committee  will  be 
glad  to  hear  him,  but  it  is  evident  the 
discussion  could  not  be  continued. 

(11.28.)  Mb.  storey  :  The  observa- 
tion I  wish  to  make  is  this.  I  singled 
out  the  name  of  the  Member  of  the 
Cabinet  because  I  understood — [Cries  of 
"  Order !  "  and  "  Withdraw  I "]— I  will 
take  my  own  time.  Of  course,  there  is 
no  doubt  about  the  name.  It  is  that  of 
my  hon.  Friend  who  made  the  statement 
The  Chairman 


in  the  House,  and  no  doubt  he  will  speak 
for  himself.  As  far  as  I  am  coDcemed 
I  say  at  once  frankly  that  I  withdraw 
what  I  said,  and  frankly  apologise  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  and  I  shall  only 
be  glad,  for  the  credit  of  this  House  and 
for  the  .sake  of  decency,  if  I  can  have  the 
same  opportunity  with  regard  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  whom  I  also  mentioned. 

•(11.29.)  Me.  WINTERBOTHAM :  I 
ask  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  House  in 
a  matter  of  personal  explanation.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  letter  which  I  had  with  me 
when  I  made  my  speech.  I  stated  then 
that  I  had  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  of 
repute — [Cries  of  "  Name ! "] — charging 
a  Cabinet  Minister — ["  Name  !"  ]  I  am 
'first  of  all  going  to  tell  the  House,  if  hon. 
Members  will  allow  me,  what  the  letter 
states.  I  decline,  without  the  consent  of 
the  writer,  to  give  the  name  ;  but  I  shall 
be  happy  to  show  it  to  any  gentleman  on 
the  Front  Bench  as  a  proof  of  bona  fides. 
Having  stated  what  the  charge  is  I  shall 
accept  gladly  the  word  of  either  of  those 
two  gentlemen  that  the  statement  is 
not  true,  and  will  apologise.^^willingly 
for  having  brought  their  names  before 
the  House.  The  first  charge  is,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  last  "is 
a  Director  or  Trustee,  or  both,  of  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Agg-Gardner  <k  Co., 
brewers,  Cheltenham."  My  correspondent 
mentions  the  name  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 

The  next  charge  is [Ministerial  cries 

of  "  Charge  !  "J  I  beg  pardon  ;  I  with- 
draw the  word.  [Hon.  Meubebs: 
"Charge?"] 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Hon.  Gentlemen 
will  be  good  enough  to  allow  the  ^hon. 
Member  to  proceed. 

•Me.  WINTERBOTHAM:  I  with- 
draw the  word,  and  I  substitute  the 
word  statement.  [Voices:  "Allega- 
tions."] The  second  statement  refers  to 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  it 
states  that  he  has  a  considerablepecuniary 
interest  in  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Robert 
Long  &  Co.,  brewers,  Marlborough.  I 
again  repeat  that  I  will  show  this  letter 
to  any  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  who 
would  like  to  see  it ;  but  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  right  for  me,  nor,  I  think. 
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would  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  wish  me, 
to  mention  the  writer's  name  without  his 
consent ;  and  I  repeat  that  if  my  corres- 
pondent is  in  error  I  shall  gladly  accept 
the  word  of  either  of  those  two  hon. 
Gentlemen,  and  shall  gladly  apologise  for 
having  bronght  their  names  before  the 
Honae. 

•SiE  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  With  refer- 
ence to  the  statement  just  made,  I  have 
to  say  that  when  my  hon.  Friend,  whom 
I  have  known  for  many  years,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Cheltenham,  converted  his 
brewery  into  a  Limited  Company  he 
asked  me,  as  a  personal  favour,  to  be- 
come a  Trustee.  I  did  so  ;  I  am  a  Trustee 
for  the  shareholders  of  that  Company.^ 
Yet,  if  the  County  Council  bought  up 
every  public  house  belonging  to  that 
Company,  not  one  single  penny  would 
go  into  my  pocket. 

Mr.  long  :  As  far  as  I  understand 
the  assertion  of  my  hon.  Friend  opposite, 
it  is  that  I  am  a  partner  or  interested  in 
the  concern  of  Messrs.  Robert  Long  & 
Co.,  of  Marlborough.  Robert  Long,  of 
Marlborough,  is  my  brother ;  I  naturally 
am  extremely  interested  in  him.  I  am 
desirous  to  see  my  brother's  afkirs 
prosper,  and  to  assist  him  in  tmy  way  I 
can  ;  but  I  am  not  a  partner  nor  a  share- 
holder, nor  am  I  in  any  way  interested 
in  the  concern. 

Me.  RITCHIE :  I  think  it  right,  as  an 
allegation  was  made  in  the  course  of  the 
Delate  that  my  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  was  more 
responsible  for  this  Bill  than  myself,  and 
as  his  name  has  been  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter,  to  say  that  my 
hon.  Friend  had  no  part  whatever  either 
in  the  inception  or  in  the  preparation  of 
this  Bill,  and  was  not  aware  either  of  the 
Bill  or  the  propositions  in  the  Bill  until 
it  was  printed. 

•Me.  WINTBRBOTHAM  :  I  willingly 
apologise  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  being  the  cause  of  his  name 
being  brought  before  the  House.  At 
the  same  time,  I  desire  to  point  out 
that  my  correspondent  said  "  a  Trustee 
or  Director,  or  both,"  and  therefore  there 


is  no  inaccuracy  m  my  correspon- 
dent. If  there  is  any  blame  it  belongs 
to  ma.  I  am  sorrv  [Interruption 
and  cri  t  of  "  Order!"] ;  but  I  am  bound 
also  to  point  out  that  the  statement  of 
my  correspondent  as  regards  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Lo  al  Government  Board  was  not  that  he 
was  a  partner  at  all,  but  that  he  had  a 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  firm  of  Robert 
Long  and  Co.  However,  I  understand 
him  to  deny  that  he  has  any  pecuniary 
interest  in  the  firm. 

Mb.  long  :  I  do  not  know,  of  course, 
how  far  terms  may  be  strained.  I  am  ex- 
tremely anxious  not  to  mislead  or  to  be 
misunderstood.  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  I  feel  very  acutely  the  uncomfort- 
able position  in  which  I  have  been  placed 
by  this  allegation.  There  is  a  matter 
that  did  not  occur  to  me,  and  I  think  I 
am  justified  in  saying  that  when  my  hon. 
Friend  opposite  made  reference  to  this 
matter  to  me  in  the  House  the  other  day, 
I  understood  him  then  to  say  that  his 
information  was  in  the  direction  that  I 
had  a  large  pecuniary  interest  in  a 
brewery  concern.  This  I  denied,  and  I 
think  my  hon.  Friend  will  bear  me  out 
that  I  then  told  him  I  wished  it  were  true, 
that  I  should  be  veiy  glad  if  it  were,  and 
that  nobody  would  rejoice  more  than  I 
should,  and  I  told  him  it  was  true 
that  I  was  a  shareholder  in  a  Brewery 
Company,  and  did  not  refer  to  this 
matter  of  my  brother,  because  I  did  not 
know  it  was  referred  to  at  all.  I  have 
no  pecuniary  interest  in  it  at  all.  All  I 
have  done  to  my  brother  I  have  done  to 
other  members  of  my  family ;  I  have 
lent  him  some  money.  I  suppose  this  is 
not  the  first  time  transactions  have 
passe  i  between  relatives  of  that  kind-  I 
think  it  necessary  and  right  to  state  this, 
because  it  might  be  said  afterwards  that 
I  had  an  interest  in  having  lent  money 
to  my  brother  in  his  concern.  All  I  can 
say  is  that  that  is  the  extent  of  my 
interest.  I  have  now  put  the  House  in 
possession  of  the  whole  information. 

(11.40.)  Me.  H.  H.  fowler  (Wol- 
verhampton, E.) :  The  Amendment  I 
have  to  propose  is  to  provide   that  the 
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residue  of  the  English,  share  of  the  Local 
Taxation  Duties   shoald  be  distributed 

« Among  the  several  coanties  and  county 
boroughs  in  proportion  to  the  amounts  which 
the  Commiasionors  of  Inland  Revenue  shall 
certify  to  have  been  received  by  them  in  the 
then  last  'preceding  financial  year  on  account 
of  licences  granted  by  them  in  respect  of  on- 
licences  of  premises  in  such  counties  and  county 
boroughs." 

I  think  the  Committee  would  be  in  a 
false  position  if  we  attempted  to  discuss 
this  Amendment  this  evening.  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
last  night  a  most  important  Return 
showing  how  the  sums  appropriated  to 
Local  Taxation  account  were  distributed 
in  the  last  financial  year,  and  that  Betum 
is  now  in  the  printer's  hands.  It  is  im- 
possible to  discuss  the  Amendment  until 
we  have  this  Return  before  us ;  and, 
therefore,!  venture  to  suggestnot  thatthe 
clause  should  be  postponed,  that  would 
be-  a  foolish  suggestion,  but  that  the 
words  after  "  fund"  should  be  omitted,  in 
order  that  the  words  "  hereinafter  pro- 
vided "  may  be  inserted ;  so  that  when 
we  have  had  the  opportunity  of  study- 
ing this  Return  and  checking  it,  a  sub- 
sequent clause  can  be  brought  up  to 
regulate  the  principle  on  which  this 
money  should  be  distributed. 

Me.  ROWNTREB  (Scarborough) :  In 
order  that  the  question  of  boroughs  may 
not  be  prejudiced  I  would  ask  .that  t|ie 
words  be  inserted  after  the  word  "  dis- 
tributed." 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  all 
the  words  after  the  word  "distributed," 
in  page  1,  line  20,  to  end  of  clause,  and  to 
add  tixe  words  "  as  hereinafter  provided  " 
inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  1,  as 
amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

(11.46.)  Mb.  STOREY:  I  desire  to 
move  that  the  clause  be  left  out  of  the 
BUI.  I  do  so  for  several  restsons,  some 
gfeneral  and  some  specific  in  their  nature. 
I  do  so,  first  of  all,  on  the  general  ground 
that  the  Government  received  from  the 
Mr.  H.  U.  Fovder 


country  at  the  General  Election  no  au- 
thority to  deal  with  this  question.  They 
are  creating  a  precedent  and  establishing- 
a  principle  which,  though  the  pecuniary 
dimensions  of  the  present  measure  may 
be  slight,  will  ultimately  involve  the 
country  against  its  will  in  a  large  expen- 
diture of  money.  Besides,  the  country 
has  not  even  had  a  few  months  in  whicb. 
to  consider  this  important  question.  If 
the  Bill  is  considered  of  such  extreme 
importance,  surely  the  Government 
might  have  done  the  House  the  honour 
of  mentioning  it  in  the  Queen's  Speech  ; 
but  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
recent  Parliaments  it  is  found  that, 
whereas  the  Speech  from  the  Thifone 
mentioned  several  important  measures, 
in  this  case  the  attention  of  the  House 
is  forcibly  directed  to  a  question  which 
has  not  been  mentioned  therein,  and  the 
other  important  measures  which  have 
been  mentioned  are  set  aside.  I  believe 
that  the  people  of  the  country,  by  an 
enormous  majority,  are  dead  against  this 
measure  ;  and  I  deny  the  moral  right  .of 
this  Government  to  force  such  a  Bill 
through  the  House  of  Commons  in  face 
of  the  expressions  of  public  opinion 
against  it.'  We  do  know  something 
of  public  opinion  on  the  subject, 
for  this  is  not  the  first  time  the 
Government  have  proposed  some  such 
measure  as  this,  not  the  first  time  the 
Government  have  tried  to  benefit  their 
friend  the  publicans.  A  similar  attempt 
was  made  in  1888,  and  we  know  how 
public  opinion  went  then.  Public  opinion, 
so  far  as  we  have  had  opportunity  to 
judge,  has  not  changed.  We  see  this  in 
the  Press,  in  public  meetings,  in  Petitions 
to  this  House.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  told  us  that  people  who 
have  signed  these  Petitions  do  not 
understand  the  precise  points  of  the 
question  as  to  which  they  sign  the 
Petition ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  he,  or  one 
of  the  right  hon  Gentleman's  colleagues, 
said  this  in  reference  to  the  great 
Wesleyan  Body. 

•Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  do  not  think  I  ever 
referred  to  Petitions.  What  I  did  refer 
to  was  the  passing  of  resolutions,  and  it 
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was  on  the  terms  of 
made  the  statement. 

Mb.  STOREr :  I  have  looked  through 
a  considerable  number  of  Petitions,  and, 
in  mj  judgment,  the  gentlemen  who 
prepare  and  sign  them  understand 
precisely  the  points  upon  which  they 
appeal  to  the  House.  The  PrimitiTe 
Methodists,  for  example,  recently  held  a 
meeting  at  Sunderland,  and  discussed  the 
Bill.  They  sent  a  Memorial  to  Parlia- 
ment representing  190,000  members, 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
adherents,  and  1,000  ministers,  protest- 
ing against  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  taJies  for  withdrawing 
licences  from  public  houses.  That 
Petition  seems  to  be  very  much  to  the 
point     ["No."]    Not  to  the  point  ? 

•Me.  RITCHIE:  No. 

Mb.  storey  :  The  Bill  does  not  pay 
pablic  money  for  the  withdrawal  of 
Ucences  1  Well,  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  means  to  trip 
me  up  on  some  purely  technical  term 

♦Mb.  RITCHIB  :  No  ;  I  have  no  wish 
to  do  that.  I  only  want  to  make  myself 
understood.  The  hon.  Gentleman  will  ob- 
serve the  expression  "  compensation  for  victuallers,  saying — 
licences  withdrawn."  I  only  want  to  be 
understood.  I  do  not  mean  a  merely 
technical  objection — the  expression  seems 
to  imply  that  a  licence  being  refused, 
compensation  would  be  given,  whereas 
when  licences  are  withdrawn  by  the 
Ideensiug  Authority  the  pabhcans  have 
no  title  to  compensation  or  any  payment 
under  the  Bill. 

Mb.  storey  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  quite  right;  mine  was  not 
the  proper  way  of  putting  it,  but 
I  have  made  reference  to  the 
resolution  I  was  referring  to,  and 
I  find  that  the  Primitive  Metho- 
dists in  this  resolution,  which  I  find 
represents  the  opinion  of  some  195,000 
members,  and  680,000  adherents,  protest 
agabst  the 

_  "  PayiMnt  of  public  money  for  the  extinc- 
tion of  licences  which  are  only  granted  for  a 
year,  belieTing,  as  we  do,  that  to  create  a  pro- 
perty in  licences  is  nnjust  to  the  tax  payers." 

Here,  then,  it  is    evident  there  is  no 
misapprehension  of  the  proposals  in  the 


Bill.  Indeed,  it  is  not  easy  to  deceive 
the  people  of  this  country  on  public 
questions  of  this  character.  You  may 
do  it  for  a  week,  I  have  known  a  Govern- 
ment do  it  for  a  month,  but  the 
natural  shrewdness  of  the  people  soon 
discovers  the  truth.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tried  to  make  out  a  case  in 
opposition  to  our  statements  of  the  result 
of  public  meetings,  and  gave  instances  of 
votes  being  carried  at  public  meetings 
in  favour  of  the  Government  proposals. 
He  referred  to  Gateshead,  a  borough 
I  know  pretty  well — and  let  me  say  of 
Gatesheaid,  as  of  other  towns,  that  I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  votes  were 
carried  at  public  meetings  in  favour 
of  the  Government,  knowing,  as  I 
,do,  the  conditions  that  obtain  in  large 
towns,  and  the  number  of  persons 
interested  in  the  licensed  -victuallers' 
trade.  We,  the  opponents  of  this 
Bill,  engage  the  largest  hall  in 
the  town,  and  invite  free  attendance 
without  tickets;  naturally,  the  trade 
is  interested.  But  what  are  the 
methods  employed  by  the  drink  trafiSc 
to  get  a  vote  in  favonr  of  the  Bill? 
In  Sunderland,  for  instance,  when  a  pub- 
lic meeting  was  called  by  the  Mayor,  a 
circular  was  issued  among  the  licenced 


"  Being  a  member  of  the  trade,  your  presence, 
with  four  or  ^five  other  frieqds,  is  most  par- 
ticularly needed You  will  have  no 

ditBculty  in  inducing  four  or  five,  or  even  more, 
of  your  customers  and  friends,  to  accompany 
you  and  vote  for  your  Just  claim  to  compensa- 
tion." 


That  is  the  great  meeting  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred,  and  at 
which  the  Times  and  other  newspapers 
stated  that  opinion  was  pretty  evenly 
divided,  whereas  the  Mayor  declared 
that  the  resolution  against  the  Bill  had 
been  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 
upon  Thnrdsay. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDER  IN  COUNCIL  (IRE- 
LAND)   (SOUTH    CLARE    RAILWAYS) 
BILL.— (No.  301.) 
Bill,  read  a  second  time,  and  commited 

for  Thursday. 
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ELECTORAL     DISABILITIES     (KAVAL, 
MIUTAKT,  AND  POLICE)  BILL. 

(NO.    146.)      COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

(12.5.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  This  i^ 
■&  Bill  in  which  a  number  of  us  take  a 
fpreat  deal  of  interest.  Now,  the  Govern- 
ment B&Y  that  thej  are  anzions  to  facili- 
tate the  business  of  the  Honse.  WUl 
they  ag^e  to  refer  this  Bill  to  a  Select 
Committee,  so  that  its  scope  may  be 
widened  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
promised  to  accept  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Chelsea,  bat  there  are  a 
nnmber  of  other  questions  of  a  some- 
what technical  nature  which  will  hare 
to  be  raised.  This  is  not  a  contentions 
Bill ;  and  I  hope  that  this  suggestion  of 
mine  will  be  adopted. 

(12.6.)  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
(Sir  R.  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  This 
Bill  was  brought  in  at  the  request  of 
hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  in  order  to  deal  with  a  great 
hardship.  The  necessity  for  it  has 
also  been  called  to  my  attention  by 
many  Revising  Barristers.  A  discussion 
on  it  at  this  stage  would  be  quite  out  of 
order ;  but  I  would  suggest  that,  by 
acting  in  concert^  the  difiBculty  may  be 
overcome  in  a  way  which  would  obviate 
the  necessity  of  acting  on  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member. 

(12.7.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  WiU 
the  Government  go  further  than  they  are 
doing  in  accepting  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Chelsea  ?  If  not, 
I  must  object  to  further  progress. 

Committee  deferred  till  Thursday. 

AGBICULTURAL  HOLDINGS   BILL. 

(No.  164.) 

SECOXD  BGACIKG. 

Order  for  Second  Rsading  read  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 


PARLIAMENTARY  PROCEEDINGS. 

Copies  ordered— 

"  Of  the  Parliamentary  Proooedings  Adjoam- 
ment  Bill  (Session  1848),  of  the  Parliamentary 
Proceedings  [Lords]  Bill  (Session  1859),  and 
Extracts  from  the  Ifeports  of  Select  Committees 
relating  to  such  proposals."— (JTr.  Jaekton.) 

Copies  presented  accordingly  j  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  Printed. 
[No.  233.] 

JifOTIOirS. 


COUNTY  COUETS  ACT  (1888)   AHENDMEKl 
BILU 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  MUvaia,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  the  Practice  of  Registrars  and 
other  Officers  of  the  County  Court,  ordered  -to 
he  brought  in  by  Mr.  Milvain,  Mr.  GuUy,  Mr. 
Henry  H.  Foirler,  and  Sir  Albert  BoUit. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  334.] 

GERMANY  AND  AFRICA. 
On  the  Motion  for  adjournment : — 
(12.15.)  Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield):  I  wish  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  AiEairs  whether, 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  de- 
spatch to  Sir  E.  Malet  issued  to-night,  he 
will  cause  a  map  to  be  placed  in  the 
Library,  showing  exactly  the  limits  of 
German  influence  in  East  Africa,  and 
the  territory  to  be  acquired  hj  this 
country  I 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  am  sure  the 
Secretary  of  State  will  be  glad  to  have 
a  map  placed  in  the  Library ;  but  I 
should  not  like  the  House  to  assume  that 
all  the  territories  that  are  to  be  placed 
under  the  sphere  of  influence  of  this 
country  are  at  present  in  the  German 
sphere.  The  agreement  provides  a  de- 
limitation of  the  respective  spheres,  and 
for  the  most  part  deals  with  regions  not 
hitherto  defined. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  hope  the  map 
will  explain  what  a  sphere  of  in- 
fluence is. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE     OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  18th  June,  1S90. 


Mr.  Spb&ebr  was  in  his  place  shortly 
after  12  o'clock,  bnt  there  vras  not  a 
snflBcient  number  of  Members  in  attend- 
ance to  form  a  quorum.  At  12.22 
attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  40 
Members  were  not  present.  Aftpr  the 
luaal  interval,  Mr.  Speaker  counted  the 
Honse,  and  found  that  40  Members  were 
present. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

HEBBING  FISHERY    (SCOTLAND)   ACT 
(1889)  AMEKOMEKT  BILL.— (No.  196.) 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

DIBECT0R8'  UABILITY  BILL.— (No.  300.) 

OOKSIDEBiTION.      ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  proposed  to  the 
Bill  [11th  June],  on  consideration,  as 
amended. 

And  which  Amendment  was,  in  page 
1,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  of 
fact." — (itfr.  Edmund  Robertson.') 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
words  '  of  fact '  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

Debate  resumed. 

•(12.30.)  Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON 
(Dundee) :  If  the  House  will  look  at 
the  Bill,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the 
introduction  of  the  words  "  of  fact,"  in 
Clause  3,  makes  the  Directors  personally 
liable  for  inaccurate  and  misleading 
statements,  but  imposes  a  limitation 
upon  their  defence  that  is  not  contained 
in  the  liability  itself.  In  other  words, 
the  defence  is  less  extensive  than  the 
liability. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

•(12.32.)     Sir     R.     LBTHBRIDGE 
(Kensington,  N.):  I   beg  to  move  the 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    [third  series.] 


Amendment  which  stands  in  my  name 
on  the  Paper,  namely,  to  insert  after 
the  word  "fact"  in  Clause  3,  page 
1,  line  22,  the  words  "in  the  pro- 
spectus or  notice."  I  would  point  out 
to  the  House  that  the  Amendment  must 
be  taken  in  connection  with  another 
Amendment  which  comes  in  later  on, 
and  to  which  it  would  probably  b« 
out  of  order  to  refer  at  any  length  now. 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  is  to 
relieve  Directors  and  others  responsible 
for  the  issue  of  prospectuses  from  the 
liability  which  might  otherwise  attach  to 
them  for  the  appearance  of  untrue  or 
misleading  statements  or  memoranda 
incorporated  in  such  prospectuses  in  a  case 
where  the  untrue  or  misleading  nature 
of  the  statements  is  not  material  or 
relevant  to  the  undertaking  of  the  com- 
pany. As  the  clause  has  come  down  to 
the  House  from  the  O-rand  Committee,'it 
appears  that  a  Director  or  any  other 
person  who  allowed  his  name  in  any 
way  to  be  connected  with  a  prospectus 
would  be  responsible  for  the  state- 
ments containeid  or  even  referred  to 
in  it,  and  that  his  whole  fortune 
and  reputation  might  be  at  stake,  even 
in  cases  where  a  company  is  floated  in 
a  legitimate  and  proper  manner  for 
developing  the  resources  of  India  x>r  the 
colonies  or  any  foreign  country  remote 
from  England.  In  such  cases  it  is  mani- 
fest that  the  Directors  and  others  who 
are  responsible  for  the  issue  of  a  pro- 
spectus must  frequently,  to  a  large 
extent,  rely  upon  documents  and  ofiBcial 
statements  published  in  India,  Australia, 
or  elsewhere,  where  the  property  is 
situated.  They  must  very  often  rely 
upon  the  statements  of  local  experts,  and 
the  object  of  my  Amendment  is  this: 
that  while  the  Directors  and  others 
shall  rightly  be  held  responsible  for  any 
statements  which  they  actually  quote 
which  are  relative  or  material  to  the 
matter  dealt  with,  it  would  be  absurd  to 
make  them  responsible  for  every  im- 
material  statement  which  may  appear  in 
any  obscure  comer  of  any  report  or 
memorandum  quoted  or  referred  to 
which  may  have  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  property  which  is  being  dealt 
with,  and  which  the  utmost  care  of  a 
2  Z 
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Director  would  not  enable  him  to  check 
in  every  minnte  partionlar.  I  think  it 
would  be  improper  to  lay  down  that 
every  person  who  attaches  his  name  in 
any  way  to  a  prospectus  issued  by  a 
company  shonld  be  liable  to  the  terrible 
extent  provided  by  this  Bill. 

•Mb.  WABMINGTON  (Monmouth, 
W.) :  I  rise  to  order.  The  question  of 
the  liability  of  Directors  has  already  been 
discussed  and  decided.  The  question 
now  for  consideration'  is  the  defence 
which  a  Director  may  have  to  offer. 

•Sib  R.  LETHBRIDGE:  Quite  so. 
The  point  which  I  am  now  raising  is 
that  this  Amendment  is  necessary  in 
order  to  extend  the  defence  of  the 
Director.  Of  course,  I  am  in  the  hands 
of  the  House. 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  is  out  of  order. 

•Mb.  a  OSBORNE  MORGAN  (Den- 
bighshire, E.) :  The  effect  of  the  Amend- 
ment is  to  limit  the  defence.  Surely, 
the  hon.  Member  cannot  mean  that. 

•SiB  R.  LETHBRIDGE :  In  deference 
to  your  ruling,  Sir,  I  will  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

(12.38.)  Mb.  KIMBER  (Wands- 
worth) :  I  have  now  to  move,  in  line  22, 
at  the  end  of  Clause  3,  to  insert "  or 
other  '  person  named  therein."  The 
addition  of  these  words,  which  apply  to 
the  authenticity  of  a  statement,  will 
become  more  apparent  when  we  come  to 
consider  the  next  clause. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  1,  line 
22,  after  the  word  "  expert,"  to  insert 
the  words  "or  other  person  named 
therein." — (Mr.  Kimber.') 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

•(12.40.)  Mr.  WARMINGTON:  I 
am  sorry  that  I  am  unable  to  accept  the 
Amendment.  A  Director  has  no  right 
to  use  information  supplied  by  a  person 
who  is  not  in  a  position  to  give  accurate 
information. 

•(12.41.)  Mb.G.  OSBORNEMORGAN  - 

The  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  isfitr 

too  vague,  and  would  make  nonsense  of 

the  clause.     It  would  justify  the  issue 

Sir  R.  Lethbridge 


in  a  prospectus  of  information  obtained 
from  a  person  picked  np  in  the  street 

(12.42.)  Me.  B.  ROBERTSON:  The 
scheme  of  the  Bill  is  that  you  are  to  be 
responsible  for  every  stetement  you 
make  unless  it  is  a  statement  made  upon 
the  authority  of  an  expert.  What  my 
hon.  Friend  opposite  asks  is  that  a 
Director  is  to  be  responsible  unless 
he  has  made  the  statement  on  the  autho- 
rity of  anybody  else. 

Mb.  KIMBER :  The  answer  is 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
has  no  right  to  reply.  Does  he  press  the 
Amendment  ? 

Mb.  KIMBER:  No,  Sir. 

•(12.43.)  Mb. TOMLINSON (Preston): 
I  confess  the  words  the  hon.  Member 
proposes  to  add  seem  to  me  vague,  and 
might  be  misleading. 

•(12.44.)  Thb  PRESIDENT  or  thb 
BOARD  OP  TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.)  :  I  quite  agree  that 
the  words  proposed  by  my  hon.  Friend 
behind  me  could  not  possibly  be  admitted 
into  the  Bill.  I  think  the  question  will 
be  more  properly  raised  when  we  oome- 
to  Sub-section  B. 

•Sib  R.  fowler  (London)  gave  an 
explanation  of  what  Mr.  Kimber  had 
said. 

(12.46.)  Mb.  SALT  (Stafford):  1 
think  the  words  proposed  by  my  hon. 
Friend  are  too  wide.  It  shoi^  be  upon 
the  authority  of  an  expert  or  of  some 
person  duly  qualified  to  give  the  informa- 
tion. If  at  any  time  this  Bill  shoulJ 
become  an  Act,  I  am  afraid  that  the 
word  "  expert,"  taken  in  its  most  narrow 
sense,  might  be  very  inconvenient.  If 
it  is  to  be  taken  in  a  wider  sense  it  ought 
to  be  so  defined. 

•(12.47.)  Sib  R.  LETHBRIDGE  ; 
Will  it  be  in  order  to  substitute  for  the 
words  "  person  named  therein "  the 
words  "  other  reasonable  authority  t "  It 
seems  to  me  that  some  words  of  that 
kind  are  needed  in  order  to  extend  the 
definition  of  the  clause.  The  term  "ex- 
pert," in  one  of  its  meanings,  is  well  under- 
stood. He  is  recognised  as  a  person  who 
understands  the  subject  upon  which  he 
writes ;  but  I  hope  tiie  hon.  and  learned 
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Member  in  cbai^e  of  the  Bill  trill  see  tbe 
neoessiiy  of  defining  in  some  way  the 
larger  meaning  of  the  term.  Perhaps  he 
will  consent  to  the  re-committal  of  the 
Bill  in  order  that  the  point,  which  is  an 
extremely  important  one,  may  be  threshed 
oat. 

Mb.  KIMBEB  :  I  propose  to  withdraw 
the  Amendment  and  to  submit  another 
which  will  meet  the  difficulty. 

(12.48.)  Mb.  COHRTNEr  (Cornwall, 
Bodmin):  The  words  in  Sub-section  B 
appears  to  have  been  overlooked.  The 
defence  will  only  be  available,  if  it  can 
be  shown  that  the  Directors  believed  that 
the  report  as  to  value  was  made  in  good 
faith,  and  that  the  person  making  it  was 
competent  to  give  an  opinion — in  other 
words,  that  the  person  making  it  was  an 
expert. 

•(12.50.)  Mb.  KELLY  (Camber well, 
N.)  :  I  would  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wandsworth  (Mr.  Kimber)  not  to 
press  the  Amendment.  The  object  of 
the  Bill  is  to  put  an  end  to  a  system 
under  which  Directors  are  able  to  evade 
their  liability.  In  my  humble  judgment 
anything  that  tends  to  fritter  away  their 
liability  under  this  part  of  Clause  .3 
would  be  mischievous. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(12.51.)  Mb.  kimber  :  I  beg  leave 
to  move,  instead  of  the  Amendment 
which  I  have  just  withdrawn,  the  substi- 
tution of  the  words  after  the  word 
"  expert,"  "  or  any  person,  firm,  or 
authority  whose  name,  address,  and 
description  are  stated  in  the  prospectus." 
In  that  case  all  penions,  before  they  sub- 
scribe, Would  know  exactly^the  authority 
upon  which  the  statement  contained  in 
the  prospectus  were  made. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  I,  line  22,  after  the  word  "expert," 
to  insert  the  words  "  or  of  any  person,  firm, or 
anthority  whose  name,  address,  and  description 
are  stated  in  the  prospectus ; " — {Mr.  Kimhtr.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sib  G.  CAMPBELL  (Kirkcaldy,  Ac.) :  I 
rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  want  to 
know  whether  this  Amendment  is  not 


absolutely  identical  with  the  one  which 
we  have  just  decided. 

•Me.  speaker  :  There  was  no  deci- 
sion on  the  first  Amendment ;  it  was 
withdrawn. 

•Mb.  BARING  (London)  :  I  think  the 
Amendment  is  much  too  wide.  What 
is  wanted  is  that  the  Directors  shall 
have  made  all  reasonable  inquiry  and 
examination  and  should  have  had  rea- 
sonable ground  for  believing  the  state- 
ments made  to  them.  If  they  make 
statements  on  the  authority  of  somebody 
else,  that  somebody  else  ought  to  be 
quoted  and  ought  to  be  an  expert. 

•(1 2.55.)    Sib  R.  LETHBRIDGE  :  The 

Amendment  clearly  proposes  to  put 
before  the  investing  public  the  exact 
anthority  upon  which  a  particular  state- 
ment is  made.  It  is  proposed  that  not 
only  the  name,  but  the  address  and  des- 
cription of  the  person,  or  firm,  making 
the  statement  should  be  given  to- 
the  public,  who  will  thus  have- 
an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  for 
themselves  what  the  weight  of  the 
anthority  quoted  in  the  prospectus  is.  I 
do  not  see  why  the  whole  responsibility 
should  be  thrown  upon  the  Directors- 
personally.  If  they  give  the  namOr 
address,  and  description  of  the  person' 
who  supplies  the  information,  they  will 
afford  the  public  every  facility  for  ascer- 
taining its  authenticity  for  themselves. 
That  is,  I  think,  all  that  in  fairness  can 
be  demanded. 

(12.56.)  Mb.  ISAACSON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney)  :  I  trust  that  the  ■ 
House  will  do  nothing  to  weaken  the 
responsibility  of  Directors,  who  are- 
sometimes  composed  of  a  noble  Lord, 
with  one  or  two  hon.  Members  of  this- 
House,  and  an  hon.  Gentleman  who  has- 
spent  most  part  of  his  life  in  India  or 
some  .other  distant  part  of  the  world, 
and  who,  on  returning  to  this  country, 
joins  a  company  solely  for  the  sake  of 
the  fees,  knowing  absolutely  nothing 
about  the  business  he  undertakes  to 
direct.  I  am  afraid  that  if  this  Amend- 
ment is  carried  it  will  do  a  great  deal  to 
destroy  the  good  that  is  contained  in  the 
BUI. 

(12.58.)      StB    G.    CAMPBELL  :     I 
agree  in  substance  with  the  remarks  of 
2  Z  2 
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the  hon.  Member,  and  also  in  the  con- 
clusion which  he  has  drawn.  At  the 
same  time,  it  mast  not  be  forgotten  that 
a  person  who  has  returned  to  this 
country  from  India  or  from  some  other 
distant  quarter  of  the  globe  has  often  a 
good  deal  of  spare  time  upon  his  hands. 

(1 .0.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes  27  ; 
Noes  116.— (DiT.  List,  No.  144.) 

(1.11.)  Me.  HANBURY  (Preston); 
I  have  an  Amendment  to  propose  at  the 
end  of  line  27,  in  Clanse  3,  and  it  is  to 
insert  the  words  "  and  not  misleading  " 
after  the  word  "  true."  These  words 
are,  I  think,  necessaiy  if  we  wish  to 
make  sense  of  the  clause.  We  have 
substituted  the  word  "  true "  for  the 
■word  "  inaccurate  "  in  line  18,  and  we 
■  -also  draw  a  broad  distinction  between  a 
statement  which  is  untrue  and  one 
which  is  misleading.  This  proviso  says 
that  although  the  Director  may  have  made 
a  statement  which  is  untrue  or  mislead- 
ing, yet  if  he  can  show  that  at  the  time 
he  made  it  lie  had  good  grounds  for  be- 
lieving it  to  be  true,  he  shall  not  be  held 
responsible.  ELaving  drawn  that  dis- 
tinction, I  think  we  ought  to  add  the 
words  I  have  suggested.  If  a  man  makes 
■a  misleading  statement  he  ought  to  be 
■called  on  to  prove  he  did  not  think  it  to 
be  misleading  at  the  time  he  made  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
:27,  after  the  word  "  tme,"  to  insert  the 
words  "and  not  misleading."  —  (Mr. 
Hanibwry.) 

Question  proposed,  <*  That  those  words 
be  there  inserteid." 

•(1.12.)  Mb.  KELLY-:  I  would  sug- 
gest tlukt  the  words  should  be  "not 
intentionally  misleading." 

(1 .13.)  SiE  H.  DAVEY (Stockton):  I  op- 
posed the  introduction  of  the  word  "  mis- 
leading "  last  Wednesday,  but  was  not  suc- 
'Cessful.     I  agree,  however,  with  my  hon. 
Friend  that,  in  order  to  make  this  clause 
-eonsistent,  somesuoh  words  as  he  suggests 
.should  be  inserted.     I  think  this  object 
would  be  better  obtained  by  using  other 
words.     Whether  a  prospectus  is  mis- 
pleading or  not  is  a  fact  to  be  ascertained. 
A  Director  may  not  believe  it  to  be  mis- 
leading, and  yet  he  would  come  under 
Sir  G.  CampbeU 


the  law.  I  wonld,  therefore,  snggest 
the  addition  of  the  words  "  and  the  same 
was  not  calculated  to  mislead." 

(1.14)  Mb.  HANBURY:  I  will 
withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
27,  after  the  word  "  true,"  to  insert  the 
words  "  and  the  same  was  not  calculated 
to  mislead." — (Mr.  Hanbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

•(1.16.)  Sib  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE: 
I  most  move  as  an  Amendment  to  the 
Amendment,  the  insertion  of  the  word 
"that,"  so  as  to  make  it  read  "and  that 
the  same  was  not  calculated  to  mislead." 
It  seems  to  me  to  make  a  great  differ- 
ence, as  we  want  to  secure  it  shall  be  the 
Director's  belief  that  the  statement  was 
not  calculated  to  mislead. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  after  the  word  "and,"  to 
insert  the  word  "that." — (Sir  Roper 
Lethbridge.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  that '  be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed 
Amendment." 

(1.16.)    Mb.   EIMBER:    He  has  to 
prove  it  was  not  calculated  to  mislead. 
•Sib  »0PER  LETHBRIDGE  :  No. 

Mb.  KIMBER  :  No  man  ought  to  be 
bonnd  to  prove  a  negative.  He  may 
prove  what  was  his  belief. 

•(1.17.)  Mb.  TOMLINSON:  I  think 
the  word  "that"  is  necessary  to  make 
the  clause  clear. 

(1.18.)  Mb.  COURTNEY:  It 
really  makes  no  difference.  I  think 
the  clause  will  accomplish  its  object. 
The  sub-section  provides  that  unless  the 
Director  proves  he  made  reasonable  in- 
quiry, and  had  reasonable  ground  of 
belief  that  the  statement  was  true,  tmd 
was  not  misleading,  he  may  be  held 
liable. 

Mb.  E.  ROBERTSON :  I  entirely  con- 
cur. I  do  not  see  how  one  can  get  out 
of  that  construction  of  the  section. 

•(1.19.)  Sib  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE: 
Of  conrse,  if  the  interpretation  given 
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bj  ihe  Cludnuan  of  Committees  is  ac- 
cepted, I  am  quite  content.  But  I  do 
venture 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  i  Longford,  N)  = 
I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Unless  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  going  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment  he  is  not  entitled  to  make 
a  second  speech. 

•Mb.  speaker  :  I  understood  the 
hon.  Member  was  explaining  his  reasons. 

•(1.20.)  Mb.  G.OSBORNE  MORGAN: 
The  question  is  not  what  anj  Member 
of  this  House  may  think  the  right 
construction  but  what  will  be  the  view 
taken  by  a  Court  of  Law.  Although  the 
construction  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  is, 
no  doubt,  right,  I  think  it  would  bo 
better  to  insert  iiie  word  "  that." 

•(1.21.)  MB.J.M.MAOLEAN  (Oldham): 
What  is  the  opinion  of  the  framer  of  the 
Bill  %  Does  he  accept  the  interpretation 
of  the  Chairman  of  Committees?  A 
question  may  be  raised  in  a  Court  of 
Law  as  to  whether  a  Director  is  liable 
not  for  his  belief,  but  for  some  fact  as  to 
the  misleading  character  of  which  he 
could  possibly  have  no  information.  Our 
object,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  make 
a  Director  answerable  for  anything  in 
the  way  of  foul  play  on  his  part ;  there- 
fore the  words  of  the  clause  should  be 
distinct.  Will  the  framer  of  the  Bill 
tell  us  in  what  way  he  intends  the  clause 
to  be  interpreted  ? 

•(1.22.)  Me.  WARMINGTON:  I 
thmk  the « view  of  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  is  correct,  and  that  it  will  be 
quite  sufficient  to  add  the  words  after 
"  true,"  "  and  not  misleading." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  HANBURr:  I  withdraw  the 
words  "  the  same  was  not  calculated  to 
mislead."  It  seems  to  be  the  general 
opinion  that  the  original  words  are  more 
desirable.  I,  therefore,  propose  to  use 
the  words,  "  and  was  not  misleading." 

•(1.24.)  Sib  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE : 
Does  the  framer  of  the  Bill  agree,  then) 
that  the  clause  means  the  Director  be- 
lieves it  is  not  misleading  t 

•Mb.  WARMINGTON:  Certainly. 
Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
27,  after  the  word  "  true,"  to  insert  the 
words,  "  and  was  not  misleading." 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(1 .25.)  Amendment  proposed,  in  page 
2,  line  2,  after  the  word  "  valuation,"  to 
insert  the  words,  "  or  certificate  or  other 
document." — (J/r.  Kimber.} 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

*Sa  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  It  seems  to 
me  it  would  be  rather  dangerous  for  the 
House  thus  to  extend  these  words. 

•(1.26.)  Mb.  WARMINGTON  :  I  can- 
not accept  the  Amendment.  The  report 
or  valuation  of  any  engineer,  or  valuer, 
or  acoountcmt,  or  expert,  sufficiently 
cover  all  that  is  necessary,  and  to  add 
the  words  suggested  in  the  Amendment 
would  simply  fritter  away  the  whole 
force  of  the  Bill. 

•(1.27.)  Sir  ROPER  LETHBRIDGB : 
Will  the  clause  as  it  stands  cover  such  a- 
case  as  the  quotation  of  an  Official  Report 
to  a  Colonial  or  the  Indian  Government? 
These  Reports  are  frequently  quoted^ 
and,  certainly,  they  cannot  be  said  to 
come  under  the  category  of  Reports  of 
engineers,  valuers,  accountants,  or  other 
experts,  yet  I  do  not  see  why  they  should 
not  be  equally  privileged.  Surely  they 
should  all  be  on  the  same  footing.  I 
hope  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  will 
accept  the  Amendment. 

•(1.29.)  Mb.,G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN : 
I  do  not  think  the  words  of  the  Amend- 
ment would  cover  the  case  of  such  docu- 
ments. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  :  I  should  like  to 
call  attention  to  a  point  that  occurs  to 
me  as  one  deserving  of  consideration  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  Sub-Section  A  of 
the  clause  says — 

"  Unless  he  proves  with  respect  to  every 
such  inaccurate  or  misleading  statement  of 
fact,  not  purporting  to  be  made  en  the  authority 
of  an  expert. ' 

Now,  suppose  an  untrue  or  misleading- 
statement  does  purport  to  be  made  on  the 
authority  of  anexpert,  where  is  that  placed? 
Is  it  supposed  to  be  under  Sub-section  B  ? 
I  think  not.    Sub-section  B  says — 
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"From  any  Repoit,  or  Taloation  of  any 
engineer,  valuer,  acccaotant,  or  other  expert, 
that  it  was  a  true  and  fair  statement  of  or  ex- 
tract from  the  Report  or  Taloation." 

Bat  it  might  be  made  in  any  other  form, 
and  I  think  we  cannot  say  that  Snb- 
section  B  extends  to  everything  not 
covered  by  Snb-section  A.  I  should 
kare  supposed  Sub-section  B  would  have 
said,  "  With  respect  to  every  statement 
or  extract  purporting  to  be  made  on  the 
authority  of  an  expert,"  and  so  forth.  In 
that  case  it  would  prove  entirely  valid.  I 
eannot  see  that  there  is  any  liabUiiy  on 
the  part  of  a  Director  who  makes  an 
untrue  or  misleading  statement  which 
purports  to  be  made  on  the  authority  of 
an  expert.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
thinks  on  that  point. 

•(1.32.)  Me.  WARMINGTON :  lam 
bound  to  say  that  the  suggestion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  an  im- 
provement. Would  it  not  be  well  to  let 
Sub-section  B  run  in  this  way  :  "  With 
respect  to  every  statement  or  extract 
purporting  to  be  made  on  the  authority 
of  any  engineer,  valuer,  accountant,  or 
other  expert."  That  would  carry  out 
the  meaning  of  the  suggestion  just  made, 
and  I  wish  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  op- 
posite whether  he  will  withdraw  lus 
Amendment  and  consent  to  the  subeti- 
tation  of  these  words  t 

Mk.  KIMBER  :  I  should  be  glad  to 
withdraw  my  Amendment  in  favour  of 
that  suggested  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  ;  but  I  shall  then  propose  after 
the  word  expert  to  extend  tiie  protection 
of  the  clause  to  documents  or  statements 
made  by  persons  other  than  exports. 

(1.33.)  Amendment,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  2,  to  learo  out  the  words 
"  a  statement  of,  or  an  extract  ttom,  any 
Report  or  valuation,"  and  insert  the  words 
"  made  on  the  authority."— (Hr.  WarmingUm.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
BiU." 

•SiE  R.  LETHBRIDGE :  I    may   say 

that  I  do  not  see   any  great  difference 

between  what  appears  in  the  clause  and 

what    is    proposed    by    the    hon.    and 

Mr.  CourPney 


learned  Gentleman ;  at  the  same  time, 
I  think  that  an  Amendment  which  does 
alter  the  whole  tenour  of  a  very  impor- 
tant and  material  clause  ought  hardly 
to  be  sprung  on  the  House  in  thu 
sudden  fashion  P  I  think  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  should  give  the  House 
a  little  further  information  and  expla- 
nation of  what  would  be  the  result  of 
this  Amendment,  and  that  it  really  de- 
mands from  the  House  a  little  more 
consideration  than  has  yet  been  accorded 
to  it.  I  would  add  that  in  this,  as  in 
several  other  respects,  the  Bill  appears 
to  have  come  down  from  the  Standing 
Committee  in  rather  a  chaotic  condition. 
I  would  suggest  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  should  move  in  the 
interests  of  his  own  profession  the  re- 
consideration of  the  Bill,  so  that  it 
may  be  presented  to  the  House  in  a 
form  in  which  it  may  be  planned  to 
stand  permanently,  or,  at  any  rate,  in 
such  a  form  that  the  House  will  be  in  a 
position  to  adjudicate  on  questions  such 
as  this.  It  Is,  I  think,  a  little  too  much 
to  ask  us  to  accept  an  alteration  in  the 
wording  of  an  important  part  of  the 
clause,  under  the  circumstances,  like  the 
present.  1  repeat  that  I  do  not,  on  the 
face  of  it,  see  any  great  dlfFereuce  be- 
tween the  Amendment  now  proposed 
and  the  words  that  already  appear  in  the 
clause.  \Laughter.^^  Hon.  Gentlenaen 
laugh,  but  there  may  be  certain  pit&lls 
in  these  legal  phrases  which  we  who  are 
outside  the  mystic  circle  of  the  law  cannot 
at  the  moment  comprehend.  The  House 
will  probably  admit  that  a  l&wyer  will  see 
dangers  and  pitfalls  which  an  ordinary 
layman  would  not  be  able  to  recc^nise. 
I  can  hardly  trust  my  own  judgment  in 
this  matter,  and  should  like  to  have  the 
opinion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Stockton,  as  well  as  of  other  Members 
of  the  House,  who  are  recognised  autho- 
rities on  such  questions,  as  to  what 
would  be  the  precise  effect  of  this 
Amendment,  which,  whether  important 
or  not,  is  clearly,  on  the  &ce  of  it,  a 
proposal  to  effect  a  considerable  alteration 
in  an  important  clause. 

•Mb.  S.  WILLIAMSON  (Kihnamock): 

I  think  the  meaning  of  this  Amendment 
so  clear  that  it  might '  almost  be  under- 
stood by  a  child,  and,  for  my  part,  I 
shall  give  it  my  support. 
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•(1.36.)  Sir  R.  FOWLER:  I  only 
rise  to  say  that  this  Bill,  as  I  sappoee, 
received  consideration  upstairs,  and  no 
doabt  there  are  advantages  in  the  dis- 
cassion  of  such  matters  in  Committee 
rather  than  in  the  House;  but  as  the 
House  decided  to  send  it  to  a  Grand 
Committee,  by  whom  it  has  been  dealt 
with,  and  then  considered  by  the  House, 
with  yon.  Sir,  in  the  Chair,  I  can  hardly 
eoncur  in  some  of  the  remarks  of  my 
hon.  Friend. 

•Mb.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN:  I 
would  point  out  to  my  hon.  Friend  op- 
posite that  it  is  rather  unwise  in  him  to 
refuse  this  Amendment,  because  it 
distinctly  tends  in  the  direction  for 
which  he  is  contending. 

•Mb.  TOMLINSON  :  I  earnestly  hope 
ihe  Amendment  will  be  accepted,  as  I 
think  it  will  be  an  improvement  on  the 
Bill  as  now  framed. 

•Mb.  J.  M.  MACLEAN :  I  would  point 
out  that  the  words  "report  or  valuation," 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
proposes  to  omit,  occur  again  and  again 
in  the  clause,  and  I  would  ask  whether 
he  proposes  to  leave  them  out  altogether; 
because  it  seems  to  me  they  are  important 
words  to  retain.  Moreover,  the  substi- 
tution of  the  words  "made  on  the 
authority  "  seems  to  me  to  have  a  very 
wide  scope.  We  are  here  legislating  to 
prevent  Directors  from  being  parties  to 
misleading  statements,  and  we  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  very  clear  that  the  language 
of  this  Bill  is  not  in  itself  misleading. 
I  should  be  glad  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Oentleman  will  tell  us  how  he  proposes 
to  amend  the  subsequent  portion  of  the 
clause. 

Mb.  salt  :  I  would  remind  the  House 
that  we  have  got  to  the  word  "  valua- 
tion "  in  line  2  of  page  2,  and  we  are 
now  asked  to  go  back  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  whole  line,  a  step  which 
ooght  not  to  be  taken  without  good  or 
special  reason.  With  regard  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill,  I  have  only  to  say  that  being  in 
charge  of  the  measure,  there  is  no  one 
more  capable  of  explaining  it ;  but  I 
think  that  in  regard  to  such  an  Amend- 
ment as  this,  he  ought  to  give  us  a  clear 


and  distinct  statement  as  to  what  it  is 
intended  to  do^  not  only  in  regard  to  this 
part  of  the  clause,  but  also  in  relation 
to  the  subsequent  portions  of  the  Bill. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  BUI  is  an 
extremely  difficult  one  to  deal  with,  and 
any  hasty  and  ill-considered  Amendment 
might  have  consequences  very  different 
from  those  for  which  the  measure  is 
designed.  I  would  also  remind  the 
House  that  it  passed  its  Second  Retwling 
with  little,  if  any,  discussion,  not  only  as 
to  details,  but  also  in  regard  to  principle. 
It  was  then  sent  upstairs  to  the  Grand 
Committee,  where  it  is  said  to  have  been 
thoroughly  thrashed  out ;  but  the  result 
of  that  thrashing  out  appears  to  have 
been  that  it  has  now  beoome  uecessaiy 
for  the  House  to  thrash  it  out  on  the 
Report,  when,  instead  of  following  the 
rule  appertaining  to  Committees  of  the 
whole  House,  hon.  Members  interested 
in  the  measure  can  only  speak  once. 
The  result  is  that  there  must  necessarily 
be  a  g^reat  deal  more  speaking  l^  more 
hon.  Members  and  more  points  raised 
than  woald  otherwise  be  the  case,  be- 
cause it  is  not  in  the  power  of  those 
who  best  understand  the  Bill  to  follow 
up  their  remarks  on  any  one  point.  No 
doubt,  the  objects  of  the  Bill  are  ex- 
ceedingly good,  and  I,  for  one,  do  not 
wish  to  oppose  the  Amendment  proposed 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  measure ;  but  I  do  hope 
that,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
he  may  have  the  opportnniiy  of  explain- 
ing what  will  be  the  effect  of  this 
Amendment  if  it  be  inserted. 

•Sib  M.  hicks  BEACH:  I  confess, 
Sir,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
was  a  little  premature  in  accepting  the 
Amendment  sugg^ted  to  him  by  the 
Chaimian  of  Committees.  What,  I  ask, 
was  the  shape  in  which  this  Bill  was 
sent  down  by  the  Standing  Committee  i 
It  was  that  under  the  latter  portion 
of  Clause  3  a  Director  was  to  be  liable, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  pay  compensation 
unless  he  could  prove  one  of  two  things, 
either  that  he  had  made,  in  respect  to 
any  untrue  or  misleading  statement  not 
purporting  to  be  made  on  the  authority  of 
an  expert,  reasonable  inquiry  and  exa- 
mination, or  that  he  had  reasonable 
ground  to  believe,  and  did  believe,  at 
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the  time  of  the  allotment  of  shares,  that 
.  a  statement  ptirportmg  to  be  an  extract 
from  a  Report  or  valuation  of  an  expert 
was  true,  and  was  made  by  the  expert 
whose  name  it  bore,  and  further,  that 
the  B«port  or  yaloatiou  was  made  in 
good  faith,  and  that  the  person  making 
it  was  competent  to  make  it.  Now,  Sir, 
the  hon.  and  learned'  Gentleman  in 
chaise  of  the  Bill,  in  response  to  a  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, proposes  to  leave  out  from  line 
2,  page  2,  the  words,  "A  statement  of  or 
an  extract  from  any  Reporter  valuation." 
]  would  point  out  that  a  "Report  or 
valuation  "  is  a  tangible  thing,  and  that 
it  makes  a  difference  if  we  alter  this 
Subjection  by  striking  out  these  words, 
and  merely  inserting  in  their  place  the 
words  "made  on  the  authority." 
I  think  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mon- 
mouthshire (Mr.  Warmington)  ought 
to  tell  UB  how,  in  proposing  to  leave  out 
the  words  I  have  quoted,  he  intends  to 
frame  the  rest  of  the  clause. 

SiE  H.  DAVET :  I  think,  if  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  persists  in  accepting 
the  Amendment  suggested  by  the  Chair- 
man :of  Committees,  the  result  will  be 
to  throw  the  clause  into  inextricable  con- 
fusion. I  do  not  say  the  clause  is  drawn 
up  in  the  best  possible  way,  but,  as  it 
stands,  I  do  not  think  it  will  do  much 
hann.  Therefore,  I  would  rather  con- 
cur in  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  and  urge  upon  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  that  the  clause 
should  be  allowed  to  remain  as  it  stands 
in  the  Bill. 

SiB  G.  CAMPBELL :  I  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  which  considered  this 
Bill,  and  I  wish  to  state  that  we  were 
not  able  to  thrash  out  the  details  as  is 
done  in  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
— a  thing  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  regard  to  measures 
such  as  this.  I  think  we  shoold  hardly 
have  been  induced  to  enter  upon  the  dis- 
cussion in  which  we  are  engaged  but  for  the 
high  authority  of  the  Clmirman  of  Com- 
mittees, and  I  regard  him  as  a  very  high 
authority.  At  the  same  time,  after 
what  has  been  said,  I  hope  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  will  not  press  the  Amendment,  in- 
Sir  If.  Bicks  Beach 


asmuch  as  it  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of 
several  eminent  authorities  that  it  i» 
open  to  serious  objection. 
•Mb.  WARillNGTON:  Under  the 
circumstances,  I  will,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment. When  I  accepted  it,  I  did  not  see- 
exactly  how  it  would  work  in  regard  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  clause,  in  relation 
to  which  I  think  it  might  create  som& 
confusion.  I,  therefore,  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment.     ["  No,  no."\ 

Mb.E. ROBERTSON:  IhopetheHouse 
wiU  allow  the  Amendment  to  be  with- 
drawn. In  my  opinion,  its  eff«3t  upoiv 
the  clause  would  be  that,  with  respect 
to  every  misleading  statement  purporting 
to  be  made  on  the  authority  of  an  ex- 
pert, the  Director  would  be  absolutely 
liable,  unless  the  authority  is  contained 
in  the  Report  or  valuation,  and  in  that 
case  the  exception  would  apply. 

•Me.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN:  I 
may  be  albwed  to  say 

•Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  already  spoken  on  this 
Amendment. 

•Me.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN:  I 
was  about  to  speak  on  the  question  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Amendment. 

•Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  no  right  to  speak  on. 
this  question  again,  save  by  leave  of  the 
House. 

*  Me.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN :  Per- 
haps the  House  wiU  allow  me  to  say  that 
if  this  Amendment  be  carried,  the  words 
"  every  statement "  would  apply  not 
only  to  every  statement  made  in  writing 
but  also  to  every  oral  statement. 

Mb.  KIMBER  :  It  was  on  the  con- 
sideration that  this  Amendment  woald 
be  accepted  that  I  withdrew  my  Amend- 
ment. It  seems  to  me  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  Amendment  is  one 
that  ought  to  be  accepted,  and  that  die 
principle  enunciated  by  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  is  correct,  namely,  that  whexe 
a  statement  is  made  by  a  Director  on  the 
authoriiy  of  an  expert,  the  Director  ought 
to  be  protected.  The  only  alteration 
necessary  after  accepting  the  Amendment 
would  be  the  striking  out  of  the  words- 
"  Report  or  valuation "  in  other  places. 
If  line  2  of  page  2  is  left  as  it  is,  it  seeaos 
to  me  to  be  open  to  all  sorts  of  objectionB, 
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which  trould  not  apply  to  the  general 
words  suggested  by  the  Chairman  of 
Committees. 

Ms.  BBUNNEB  (Cheshire,  North- 
wich) :  I  wish  to  ask  yon.  Sir,  as  a  point 
of  order,  whether  the  Amendment, 
which  was  only  temporarily  withdrawn 
to  permit  another  Amendment  to  be 
moved,  can  be  renewed  if  the  present 
Amendment  be  withdrawn  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY :  I  wish  to  point 
out  with  respect  to  one  portion  of  the 
clause  that,  as  it  stands,  in  respect  of 
every  statement  purporting  to  be  made 
from  any  Report  or  ^uation  of  an  expert 
the  Director  would  have  to  prove  that 
the  expert  made  it,  and  that  he  had 
reason  to  believe  the  expert  made  it  in 
good  faith,  and  was  competent  to  make 
it.  The  whole  question  seems  to  be 
narrowed  to  this,  whether  the  defence 
should  be  limited  to  statements  pur- 
porting to  be  made  on  the  authority  of 
an  expert  when  such  statements  occnr  in 
a  Report  or  valuation,  but  not  in  any 
other  document  though  made  by  the 
same  class  of  persons.  I  do  not  wish  to 
embarrass  the  discussion  of  this  Bill  any 
further,  but  I  most  dissent  to  oxCt 
reverting  to  the  original  form  of  the  Bill. 
•Mb.  speaker  :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northwich,  who  asked  a 
question  on  a  point  of  order,  I  may  state 
that  the  Amendment  which  has  been 
withdrawn,  under  the  circumstances 
stated,  can  be  renewed. 

Mb.  murphy  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick's) : 
I  would  pnt  it  to  the  House,  how  would  it 
be  if  we  were  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  Report  or  valuation,"  and  insert  the 
words  "  statement  or  extract "  in  the  last 
line  but  one  of  the  sub-section  t 

Mb.  GROTRIAN  (King8ton-on-Hull_ 
E.)  :  The  liability  under  Sub-section  A 
only  g^B  to  statements  not  made  on  the 
authority  of  an  expert,  so  that  under  that 
sub-section' a  Director  will  be  relieved  of 
liability  in  regard  to  any  statement  made 
on  the  authority  of  an  expert ;  but  under 
Sub-section  B  the  liability  is  limited  to 
statements  on  the  Report  or  valuation  of 
an  expert.  The  question  is  whether  it 
is  the  wish  of  the  House  to  widen  the 
liability  under  Sub-section  B,  so  as  to 
make  it  run  more  in  accord  with  the  full 
exemption  under  Sub-section  A.    On  the 


other  hand,  I  may  say  the  Bill  was 
thoroughly  thrashed  out  before  the 
Grand  Committee,  and  I  believe  it  would, 
on  the  whole,  be  better  to  allow  Sub- 
section B  to  stand  as  it  now  is,  rather 
than  attempt  to  doctor  it,  as  is  now 
proposed. 
*Mb.  SPEAKER:  Is  it  yonr  pleasure 
that  the  Amendment  be  withdrawn  1 
Several  hon.  Members  :  No. 

(2.0.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
181 ;  Noes  19.— (Div.  List,  No.  145.) 
(2.11.^ 

(2.29.)  Notice  taken,  that  40  Mem- 
bers were  not  present;  House  counted, 
and  40  Members  being  found  present, 

(2.31.)  Amendment  proposed,  in  page 
2,  line  3,  after  the  word  "  accountant"  to 
insert  the  words  "banker,  mercantile 
firm, or  official  authority." — (^Mr.Kitnber.y 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  worda 
be  there  inserted." 

(2.34.)  Mb.  CHANCE.(Kilkenny,S.); 
On  a  point  of  order,  I  wish  to  ask  you. 
Sir,  whether  this  Amendment  ought  not 
to  have  been  moved,  if  at  all,  on  Sub- 
section A  ? 

*Sa  R.  LETHBRIDGE :  On  the  point 
of  order,  I  would  point  out,  on  the 
authority  of  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, that  the  1st  sub-section  does 
not  cover  every  possible  case. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  As  far  as  a  question 
of  the  order  is  concerned  the  Amend- 
ment may  be  moved. 

•(2.36.)  Mb.  S.  WILLIAMSON  ^1- 
mamock,  dec.) :  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend 
will  allow  the  Bill  to  remain  as  it  is. 
Lots  of  people  call  themselves  "  bankers '' 
who  are  not  entitled  to  the  name. 
"  Mercshntile  firm  "  is  very  wide,  and  so 
is  "  official  authority."  I  think  tiie  WOTd 
"  expert "   covers  all  that  is  necessary. 

•(2.37.)  SiE  R.  LETHBRIDGE: 
Surely  it  is  quite  conceivable  that  a 
large  class  of  documents  which  ought  to 
be  covered  by  the  clause  could  not  be 
classed  as  "Reports  or  valuations  of 
engineers,  experts,"  &c. 

•Mb.  WILLIAMSON:  Yes,  the  word 
"  expert "  will  cover  them. 

•(2.38.)  Mb.  G.OSBORNE  MORGAN: 
I  venture  to  ask  what  is  a  "  mercantile 
firm,"  and,  stiU  more,  what  is  an  "official 
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authority  "  ?  If  the  people  referred  to 
possess  the  knowledge  which  alone 
entitles  their  statements  to  credit  they 
will  come  under  the  head  of  "  experts." 
•(2.39.)  Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (North- 
ampton) :  I  hope  the  Amendment  will 
not  be  accepted,  because  there  are  many 
people  connected  with  financial  under- 
takings whom  it  would  not  be  desirable 
to  include  in '  the  excepting  clause,  and 
yet  who  describe  themselves  by  the 
words  used  in  the  Amendment. 

•Mr.  KELLY :  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend 
will  not  press  the  Amendment. 

•(2.40.)  Me.  WABMINGTON  :  lean- 
not  accept  the  Amendment,  and  I  should 
like  to  impress  on  the  House  that  this 
matter  has  been  discussed  in  the  Grand 
Committee  on  Trade,  of  which  the  Mover 
of  the  Amendment  was  a  Member.  He 
did  not  attend.  I  dare  say  he  had 
reasons  for  his  absence  ;  but  I  ask  the 
House  to  stand  by  the  Bill  as  it  is. 

•Mb.  TOMLINSON  :  I  would  point  out 
(hat  If  the  Amendment  be  adopted,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  introduce  other 
words  also. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•(2.41.)  Sib  R.  LETHBRIDGE  :  I 
beg  to  move  after  the  word  "  expert^"  in 
line  3,  of  page  2,  to  insert  "or  other 
document  vouched  by  the  name,  address, 
and  description  of  the  author."  I  wish 
to  point  out  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  in  charge  of  tho  Bill  that  no 
provision  is  made  in  any  part  of  it  for 
the  protection  of  Directors  from  mis- 
statement in  official  documents,  published 
on  the  fitith  of  the  Gk>vemment  of  a 
colony,  or  a  Local  Government  in  Lidia, 
or  a  Foreign  State.  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  can  point  out  that  such 
protection  is  afforded  I  shall  not,  of 
course,  put  the  House  to  the  trouble  of 
dividing  on  this  Amendment.  But  I  do 
wish  to  obtain  some  solid  assurance, 
either  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber, or  from  some  of  those  authorities 
whom  the  House  is  in  the  habit  of  follow- 
ing on  a  point  of  this  kind.  It  will  be 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House  that 
two  or  three  of  its  leading  authoritiies, 
whom  we  look  upon  as  competent  to 
guide  us  in  the  choice  of  the  pliraseology 
to  be  used  in  such  oases,  absolutely 
Mr.  G.  Osborne  Morgan 


differed  on  a  recent  occasion  as  to  the 
language  that  ought  to  be  employed.  I 
confess  I  was  induced  by  the  support 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  to  one  phrase- 
ology to  vote  in  favour  of  it,  because  I 
thought,  and  I  think  still,  if  I  had  such 
authority  as  that  for  my  decision,  I  could 
not  be  wrong.  I  think  we  should  ask 
for  a  full  assurance  from  those  leading 
Members  of  the  House  who  are  com- 
petent to  advise  us  on  this  point,  whether, 
as  the  Bill  stands  now,  there  is  any 
protection  afbrded  to  Directors  and 
others  when  mis-statements  are  made  in 
Reports  which  they  feel  justified  in 
regarding  as  true,  but  which  turn  out  to 
be  untrue.  I  refer  to  cases  in  which  a 
Director  has  made  full  and  carefol 
inquiry,  but  in  which  it  is  absolutely 
out  of  his  power  to  go  into  every  hote 
and  comer,  as  it  were,  of  the  statements 
in  a  Memorandum.  I  do  not  see  why 
the  Directors  should  be  penalised  for 
an  obscure  mistake  or  mis-statement, 
whilst  those  persons,  who  ought  really  to 
be  punished  for  it — usutdly  the  promoters, 
whose  names  are  not  shown  on  the  face 
of  the  prospectus — are  not  touched  by  a 
single  line  or  word  of  the  Bill.  I  do  not 
find  in  the  measure  a  single  word  that 
refers  to  promoters.  The  Bill  is  utterly 
incomplete,  and  its  chaotic  condition 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that,  on  a  recent 
Amendment,the  Chairman  of  Committees, 
and  the  author  of  the  Bill  were  absolutely 
opposed  to  each  other,  and  the  House 
divided  in  a  muddled  state,  without 
comprehending  the  point  put  before 
them.  The  result  was  the  retention  of 
words  and  'phrases,  which,  on  the  hig^ 
authority  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees, 
are  misleading  and  wrong. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  3,  after  the  word  "expert," 
to  insert  the  words  "  or  other  dooumoit 
vouched  by  the  name,  address  and  description 
of  the  author."— (&>  Rop4r  ZttMridgt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

•(2.47.)    Me.   WARMINGTON:    My 

firstobjection  to  the  Amendment  is,  that  it 
will  not  make  common  sense  of  the  claose, 
and  my  second — although  I  am  not  one 
of  the  high  authorities  to  whom  the  hon. 
Gbntleman  referred — is  t^t  the  wordB 
should  remain  as  they  are.    I  consider  it 
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rank  lieresy  to  aaj  th^t  ofiSoial  state- 
ments are  not  made  by  experts.  I  should 
have  thought  that  eveiy  official  person 
who  has  special  kno-wledge  is  an  expert. 

•(2.48.)     Mb.    BRADLAUGH  :    It  is 
inoonTenient,  after  the  time   that  this 
Bill  has  been  on  the  Paper,  that  Amend- 
ments shotdd  be  sprang  upon  ns  in  such 
a  way  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  them 
fall    oonaideration.     I  understand  that 
this    Amendment  would    simply    make 
nonsence    of    the    clause.      One    argu- 
ment used    in    support    of    this   and 
other  Amendments  is,  that  the  Direc- 
tors   ought    not    to    be    made    liable 
for  this,  that,  and  the  other  misrepresen- 
tation made  by  the  promoters.     I  would 
point  out,   however,  that  without    the 
Directors  the  promoters  would  be  unable 
to   get   credit  from  other   people.     The 
Directors  become  Directors  for  profit,  and 
they   ought  to    be  responsible    for  the 
statements  made. 
•(2.50.)  Me.  S.  WILLIAMSON :  I  think 
this    Amendment     might    afEord    extra 
protection  to  the  promoters  and  Directors 
of  bog^  companies,  but  that  it  would 
not  carry  out  the  objects  of  this  Bill. 
Suppose  a  tea  planter  in  India  thinks  he 
has   discovered  a  gold  mine    and  puts 
liimself   into  communication  with  ■peO' 
motors  with    the  object    of  starting  a 
company.     If  under  this  Amendment  he 
gives  his  name,  address,  and  description, 
that   will  free   the  Directors,  who    are 
possibly  men  of  straw  for  all  the  state- 
ments  put  forward  in  his  name. 
♦(2.57.)    SiB  R.  FOWLER:  I  would 
point  out  that  Directors  do  not  always 
become  sach  for  purpose  of  profit.  There 
are  many  companies  started  for  purely 
philanthropic  purposes,  and  the  Directors 
of  which  tEike  no  fees. 

•(2.52.)  SiE  J.  LUBBOCK  (London 
University) :  Of  course,  if,  as  has  been 
said.  Directors  are  men  of  straw,  it  is 
clear  that  no  provision  inserted  in  this 
Bill  wiU  force  them  to  make  restitution. 
I  am  afraid,  however,  the  Amendment 
will  not  carry  out  the  object  with  which 
it  is  moved,  and  I  would  venture  to 
suggest  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  should 
not  press  it  further  on  the  present 
occasion.  At  the  same  time,  I  really 
would  ask  Her  Ifojesty's  Government  to 


consider  in  "  another  place  "  whether  the 
word  "expert"  covers  everything  that 
is  necessary.  Let  me  give  an  illustration. 
Some  friends  of  mine  wished  to  invest 
in  property  in  America,  and  they  sent 
out  a  distinguished  expert  to  investigate 
the  title,  and  he  also  made  a  Report  on 
the  question  of  the  land.  No  doubt  he 
is  an  expert  on  the  legal  question,  but 
I  think  it  might,  perhaps,  be  argued  in 
the  Law  Courts  that  he  is  not  an  expert 
on  the  question  of  land.  If  a  man  of 
high  character  and  good  judgment  makes 
a  Report,  I  think  a  Director  ought  not  to 
be  liable  in  such  a  case ;  but,  under  the 
Bill  as  it  stands,  the  Directors  could  not 
refer  to  the  Report  on  the  one  point 
without  rendering  themselves  liable  on 
the  other. 

*(2.54.)  SiE  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I 
am  disposed  to  agree  with  that  which 
has  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  as  to  the  advisability  of 
carefully  considering  the  word  "  expert " 
before  this  Bill  passes  into  law,  but  I  do 
not  think  the  example  he  gave  was  a 
very  good  one.  No  doubt  the  gentleman 
he  referred  to  would  be  an  expert  with 
regard  to  the  legal  title  of  the  land,  but 
I  do  not  think  he  could  be  regarded  as 
an  expert  on  a  matter  of  which  he  has 
no  special  knowledge.  I  will  undertake 
that  the  matter  is  fully  considered  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Attorney 
General  before  the  Bill  passes  into  law. 

(2.55.)  Mb.  GROTRIAN:  I  think 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Ken- 
sington (Sir  R.  Lethbridge)  is  needlessly 
alarming  himself.  He  asks  for  protec- 
tion in  a  case  in  which  there  is  an 
official  Report  or  a  Report  from  some 
Government  Department.  If  such  a 
Report  were  misleading,  the  Director 
would  simply  have  to  show  that  he  had 
reasonable  ground  to  believe,  and  did 
believe,  that  the  statements  were  true. 
Can  it  be  assumed  for  a  moment  that 
any  Judge  would  direct  or  any  Jury  find 
that,  in  regard  to  an  official  Report  or  a 
statement  issued  by  a  Government  De- 
partment, a  man  had  not  reasonable 
ground  to  believe  in  its  truth  ?  I  am 
myself  a  Director  of  many  companies, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  assume  the  res- 
ponsibility that  will  be  thrown  on  me 
by  this  clause.    I  think  a  Director  should 
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not  attempt  to    shirk  any    reasonable 
responsibility. 

(2.58.)  Me.  CHANGS :  I  am  sure 
the  object  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
has  moved  the  Amendment  is  not 
to  enable  Directors  to  shirk  the  re- 
sponsibility. I  think  the  Bill  is  imper- 
fect in  this  respect,  that  it  renders 
it  necessary  to  make  the  Director  a 
defendant,  and  to  snbject  him  to  the 
cost  of  defending  an  action  when  the 
persons  taking  proceedings  would  be 
willing  and  prepared  to  strike  directly 
at  the  person  who  is  really  guilty  of  the 
fraud.  I  do  not  think  this  Amendment 
carries  out  the  hon.  Member's  object. 
I  hope  it  will  be  withdraws,  and 
that  the  CK>vemment  will  consider  the 
question  in  "  another  place." 

•(3.0.)  Me.  J.  M.  MACLEAN :  I  do  not 
tiiink  we  can  have  too  many  safeguards 
to  protect  Directors  from  being  unjustly 
treated  under  this  Bill.  Let  the  Com- 
mittee consider  what  the  object  of  the 
Bill  is.  It  is  to  do  away  with  limited 
liability  altogether,  so  far  as  Directors 
are  concerned.  It  throws  upon  Directors 
unlimited  liability.  I  grant  that  the  Bill 
has  been  watered  down  a  good  deal,  but 
still  it  is  left  to  Judges  and  juries  to  say 
whether  a  Director  has  taken  reasonable 
precautions  to  find  ont  that  statements 
in  the  prospectus  were  not  misleading, 
and  one  ImowB  that  Judges  are  often 
disposed  to  be  rather  harsh  in  the  treat- 
ment of  capitalists,  and  that  juries  are  occa- 
sionally apt  to  be  even  vindictive  when 
Directors  were  brought  before  them  by 
disappointed  shareholders.  This  is  a 
remarkable  Bill,  for  it  is  really  a  Bill 
making  the  liability  of  Directors  un- 
limited both  in  point  of  fortune  and 
time.  Under  it  a  shareholder  who  has 
been  a  partner  with  a  Director  may  be 
able,  five  or  six  years  afterwards,  when 
he  has  lost  his  money,  to  come  into  Court 
and  make  the  Director  liable.  When 
penalties  of  this  kind  are  sought  to  be 
imposed  on  Directors  the  House  should 
inquire  very  carefully  into  every 
word  in  the  Bill.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Monmouthshire  (Mr. 
Warmington)  is  very  fond  of  telling  us 
that  this  Bill  was  thoroughly  threshed 
out  by  a  Grand  Committee  upstairs ; 
that  this  IB  only  a  formal  stage  ;  and  that 
Hr.  Orotrian 


it  is  wrong  th^t.we  should  raise  any  dk- 
cnssion.  The  present  discosgion  shows 
the  g^at  inconvenience  of  referrii^  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  to  a  Grand  Gommitee, 
whose  proceedings  are  only  reported  is 
the  most  abbreviated  form.  I  ventaire 
to  say  there  is  not  a  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  the  country,  and  hardly  adoRii 
men  of  business,  who  are  aware  of  iriot 
Parliament  is  doing  in  the  way  of  impos- 
ing this  unlimited  liability  on  DirectotB. 
The  truth  is,  that  the  Bill  has  been 
framed  by  lawyers  familiar  with  the 
seamy  side  of  company  promotion  for  ii» 
purpose  of  protecting  private  capitatiafe 
and  shareholders.  This  is  a  Bill  directed 
against  the  most  beneficent  movement 
of  modem  times,  the  introdncticD 
through  limited  liability  for  cbe«p 
capital  into  Industrial  Companies—* 
movement  now  going  on  so  n^sdlj 
that  I  believe,  before  the  end  d  the 
century,  we  shall  hardly  have  any 
private  proprietors  of  large  industrial 
undertakings.  The  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Bradlaugh)  has  said,  "Oh, 
we  ought  to  have  no  mercy  on  Directors, 
because  they  may  mislead  sharehotders." 

•Me.  BRADLAUGH:  I  do  not  think 
I  said  that.  I  said,  in  answer  to  the 
argument  used  by  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendment,  that  if  it  were  not  for  tie 
Directors  the  promoters  would  not  he 
able  to  get  the  money  from  the  public, 
and  that,  therefore,  the  Directors  oo^t 
to  be  made  responsible  for  the  state- 
ments  made. 

•Me  J.  M.  MACLEAN:  But  shaie- 
holders  also  go  into  companies.  Are  Ukj 
to  have  no  responsibilities  ?  I  compkii 
that  this  Bill  relieves  shareholders  from 
all  kinds  of  responsibility.  Why  should 
this  be  ?  Why  should  we  remove  ^ 
responsibility  from  shareholders  for  the 
purpose  of  throwing  the  whole  of  it  on 
Directors?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Bill 
goes  much  too  far  in  that  directaon. 

(3.7.)  Mr.  ISAACSON :  I  was  sonj 
to  hear  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mente 
for  Oldham  (Mr.  Maclean),  for  it  is  well- 
known  that  it  is  the  shareholders  vtui 
have  suffered  from  the  losses  of  con- 
panies.  The  Directors  have  suffered  i 
minimum  amount  of  the  loss ;  tiiej  lun 
suffered  the  loss  possibly  of  their  aami 
fees,  but  the  shareholders  have  lost  their 
capital.    I  have  known  cases  in  whidi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J69 


Direetort' 


{June  18,  1890} 


Liability  BUI. 


1270 


jklse  statements  have  been  made  by 
directors  who  have  evidently  been  urged 
)j  the  pl^omoters  to  make  tnem,  and  in 
rhich  the  public  have  been  indnced  to 
mbscribe  capital  solely  and  -wholly  upon 
hoee  statements.  I  hope  the  promoters 
if  this  Bill  will  oontinae  to  make  it  as 
Imstio  as  possible  for  the  protection  of 
;he  public,  for  it  is  only  the  public  who 
lave  to  be  considered  in  this  matter. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

•(3.9.)  Sir  R.  LETHBRIDGE  :  The 
lext  Amendment  which  stands  in  my 
name  is  after  "  and,"  in  line  5,  page  2, 
lo  leave  out  the  words  "  that  the  report  or 
ralnation  was  made  by  the  person  whose 
oame  it  bears,  and."  I  wish  to  bring 
the  words  in  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the 
chose,  and  to  make  them  governed,  as 
the  other  qualifications  are  governed,  by 
the  statement  that  he  has  reasonable 
ground  for  believing  that  the  report  or 
valuation  was  made  by  the  person  whose 
name  it  bore.  It  seems  to  me  absurd 
to  make  such  an  anomalous  and 
invidious  distinction  between  the  various 
forms  of  statements  as  is  here  made. 
As  the  Bill  stands,  every  person 
responsible  for  the  prospectus  guarantees 
that  the  statement  or  extract  from  the 
report  or  valuation  was  true  and  fair, 
and  he  also  gpiarantees  that  the  report 
or  valuation  was  made  by  the  person 
whose  name  it  bore.  Then  there  is  the 
qnestion  as  to  whether  the  report  or 
ralnation  was  made  in  good  &ith,  and 
that  the  person  making  it  was  competent 
to  make  it  In  this  case,  the  Director 
is  relieved  from  liability  if  he  had 
reasonable  ground  for  believing  that  the 
report  or  valuation  was  made  in  good 
faith,  and  that  the  person  making  it  was 
competent  to  make  it.  Why  on  earth  is 
this  invidious  distinction  made  between 
the  various  classes  of  statement  ?  This 
is  only  another  instance  of  the  slipshod 
and  careless  way  in  which  this  Bill  has 
been  allowed  to  come  down  from  the 
Grand  (Committee.  In  regard  to 
the  last  two  points  raised,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
has  given  us  the  assurance  that 
measures  will  be  taken  to  alter  the 
phraseology  in  another  place.  It  was 
solely  upon  that  pledge  that  I  did  not 
press  my  Amendment  to  a  Division. 


•Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  What  I 
undertook  was  that  the  word  "  expert " 
should  be  considered  by  the  Gh>vemment. 
I  do  not  undertake  that  the  word  should 
be  altered. 

•Sib  R.  LETHBRIDGE  :  I  quite  under- 
stood that,  and  that  is  all  I  ask 
in  regpard  to  the  present  Amendment. 
I  challenge  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  give  any  sensible 
or  rational  explanation  why  a  Director 
should  be  made  to  absolutely  guarantee 
in  its  entirety  the  fact  that  the  report  or 
valuation  was  made  by  the  person  whose 
name  it  bore,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  is  only  to  guarantee  his  belief  that 
the  person  making  the  report  or  valua- 
tion was  competent  to  make  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
5,  to  leave  out  the  words,  "that  the 
report  or  valuation  was  made  by  the  per- 
son whose  name  it  bears,  and." — (iSfV 
Boper  Lethbridge.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

•(3.16.)  Mb.  BARESTG  :  But  for 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  phenomenal  loqua- 
city, I  oonld  have  wished  that  he  had 
been  on  the  Committee  upstairs.  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  his  pre- 
sence would  have  conduced  to  the 
transaction  of  business,  but  it  might 
have  saved  us  time  here.  There 
is  a  distinct  and  proper  reason  for  the 
variation  in  these  terms.  It  is  the 
bonnden  duty  of  a  Director  to  know  that 
the  report  is  made  by  the  person  who 
purports  to  sign  it,  but  it  is  not  always 
possible  for  him  to  know  that  that  person 
is  competent  to  make  the  report. 

•Sir  R.  LETHBRIDGE :  I  do  not  wish 
to  interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman'^— 
•Mb.  baring  :  I  have  done. 

•SiB  R.  LETHBRIDGE  :  With  the  per- 
mission of  the  House  I 

Mr.  baring  :  I  object. 

(3.20.)  Mb.  KIMBER:  The  House 
would  do  well  to  remember  that  the 
property  reported  upon  may  be  situated 
thousands  of  miles  away.  How  is  it 
possible  in  such  circumstances  for  a 
Director  here  to  know  that  the  valuation 
is  a  genuine  one,  or  that  the  signature 
to  the  report  has  not  been  forged,  or 
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that  the  person  employed  is  a  competeut 
person  ?  Words  ought  to  be  inserted  in 
the  clause  providing  that  the  'Director 
has  taken  the  best  means  at  his  disposal 
to  ascertain  the  authenticity  of  the 
report. 

(3.21.)  Mr.  RADCLIPFE  COOKE 
(Newington,  W.)  :  It  is  ridiculous  to 
suppose  that  any  gentleman  in  Eng- 
land can  prove  that  a  document  sent 
from  a  place  1,000  miles  away  was  signed 
by  the  person  whose  signature  it  bears. 
We  may  require  him  to  do  so,  but,  for- 
tunately, the  law  is  interpreted  by  Judges 
who  possess  a  fund  of  common  sense, 
and  no  Court  of  Justice  would  put  the 
interpretation  upon  the  Bill  which  my 
hon.  'Friend  supposes.  If  a  signature 
is  duly  attested  in  the  Courts  of  Law 
of  the  country  in  which  the  person 
signing  the  report  resides,  the.  fact  would 
be  received  as  a  snfiScient  answer  on  the 
part  of  the  Director,  who  believed  the 
report  so  signed. 

•(3.22.)  Me.  GAINSFORD  BRUCE 
(Holbom) :  Who  are  to  be  responsible  t 
The  Directors,  who  certainly  have  some 
means  of  information,  or  the  innocent 
shareholders,  who  have  no  means  of 
information,  and  who  have  been  mis- 
led by  an  inaccurate  or  misleading 
statement  ?  We  are  dealing  with  a 
case  where  a  prospectus  contains  a 
statement  that  a  report  is  made  by  a 
particular  person.  It  turns  out  that  the 
report  is  a  forgery.  I  submit  that  the 
Directors  who  have  put  their  naues  to 
the  prospectus,  and  who  have  certainly 
means  of  ascertaining  whether  the  report 
is  genuine  or  not,  should  bear  the  loss 
consequent  upon  their  mistake,  rather 
than  the  innocent  shareholders. 

•(3.23.)  Mb.  TOMLINSON:  My  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  forgets  that  what  this 
Bill  proposes  to  do  is  to  place  unlimited 
liability  on  the  Directors,  and  the  Court 
would  have  no  power  to  relieve  them. 
It  seems  to  me  that  in  a  case  where  the 
Directors  took  every  means  to  ascertain 
the  genuineness  of  a  document  and  still 
are  deceived  it  would  be  very  hard  to 
make  the  Directors  liable. 

(3.24.)    SiE  H.  DA  VET :   According 
to  this  Bill,  as  it  at  present  stands,  it 
would  be  incumbent  on  the  Director  to 
Mr.  Kimber 


prove  not  only  that  he  took  every  reason- 
able means  to  ascertain  the  authenticity 
of  the  signature,  but  that  the  signatoie 
was  de  facto  that  of  the  person  signing 
the  report.  Where  a  Director  has 
believed  on  reasonable  grounds  that  the 
report  was  made  by  tike  person  whose 
name  it  purported  to  bear,  and  it  sub- 
sequently appeared  that  the  signatore 
was  a  forgery — although  he  could  not 
have  any  reasonable  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  fact — it  appesirs  to  me  to  be 
absolutely  monstrous  that  this  Director 
should  be  rendered  liable  for  hundreds 
of  thousands  of '  pounds,  which  may  have 
been  subscribed  on  the  faith  of  the  pro- 
spectus. The  Amendment  proposes  to 
require  the  Director  to  prove  that  he 
took  reasonable  means  to  ascertain  the 
authenticity  of  the  signature,  and  satis- 
fied himself  that  the  signature  vas 
authentic.  Of  course,  he  may  be  mis- 
taken by  a  clever  forgery,  like  anybody 
else,  but  I  think  that  if  he  has  taken  all 
reasonable  means  to  ascertain  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  signature,  and  has  satisfied 
himself  of  its  authenticity,  he  should 
not  be  rendered  liable  in  damages  for  a 
single  shilling. 

*(3.26.)  Me.  WARMINGTON:  The 
question  is  whether,  when  companies  are 
started  and  prospectuses  are  issued  on 
the  strength  of  a  report,  with  the  object 
of  obtaining  money  from  the  public,  the 
Director  ought  not  to  satisfy  himself  that 
the  report  came  from  the  person  whose 
name  it  bore,  and  have  evidence  at  call, 
if  need  be,  to  show  that  the  report  bore 
such  name  t 

•(3.28.)  Me.  BRADLADGH:  It  is 
not  altogether  a  question  whether  the 
particular  report  is  or  is  not  signed  by 
the  person  whose  name  it  bears.  Before 
a  Director  can  be  made  liable  the  report 
must  contain  a  statement  which  is  either 
untrue  or  misleading,  and  on  the  faith  of 
which  a  shareholder  has  invested  his 
money.  In  the  bulk  of  cases  in  whidi 
law  suits  have  been  brought  against 
Directors,  it  has  been  found  that  there 
were  three  or  four  Directors  in  league 
with  the  promoter.  I  think  that  in  these 
circumstances  the  Director  ought  to  be 
held  responsible  in  law. 

(3.30.)  Mb.  CHANCE :  It  appears  to 
me  that  it  is  proposed  to  put  a  Director 
in  the  position  of  an  absolute  guarantor. 
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Now,  that  ought  not  to  be  the  position 
of  a  Director.  A  Director  is  simply  a 
pioneer  for  the  shareholders.  He  does 
not  say,  "  I  -want  to  sell  something,"  but 
he  says,  "  I  want  you  to  join  with  me  in 
baying  something  from  a  third  party ;  I 
want  you  to  join  me  as  a  partner." 
Therefore,  a  Director  ought  not  to  be 
called  upon  to  guarantee  hs  facts  matters 
about  which  he  cannot  be  absolutely 
certain.  There  is  no  rule  of  law  which 
makes  a  vendor  absolute  guaranior  of 
title ;  and  if  a  man  sells  land  he  is  a 
gnarantor  only  to  the  limited  extent  of 
the  oorenants. 

(3.34.)  MB.C.  J.DARLING  (Deptford): 
An  additional  argument  for  the  Amend- 
ment is  that  a  Director  wonid  not  be 
ezcnsed  if  it  turns  out  that  he  himself 
has  been  deceived  by  a  downright 
forgery,  even  although  he  is  the  greatest 
pecuniary  sufferer.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  House  would  not  be  justified  in 
inflicting  this  great  hardship  on  directors 
or  anybody  else.  This  clause  provides 
that  the  Director  most  satisfy  himself 
that  the  Report  or  valuation  was  made 
by  the  person  whose  name  is  attached  to 
it ;  that  he  must  satisfy  himself  it  was 
made  in  good  &ith  and  by  a  person 
competent  to  make  it.  Even  if  he  does 
that,  he  still  remains  liable  if  he  is 
deceived,  although  he  may  have  believed 
it  to  be  true.  It  is  nonsensical  to  reply 
that  the  Judges  are  men  of  common 
sense,  and  would  not  mulct  a  man  in 
damages  and  costs  in  a  case  in  which  he 
had  been  grossly  imposed  upon.  The 
Judges  have  to  administer  the  law  as  it 
is,  and  not  as  it  should  be ;  and  if  the 
hoD.  Member  for  Stockton  himself  were 
on  the  Bench  he  could  not  avoid  decid- 
ing against  a  Director  in  such  circum- 
stances. I  do  hope  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monmouthshire  will  see  his  way  to 
accept  the  Amendment. 

•(3.38.)  Mr.  S.  WILLIAMSON :  Of 
course,  if  the  Amendment  is  accepted,  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  assent  to  it ;  but  I 
do  not  see  how  a  forged  document  could 
be  used  as  the  basis  of  a  company  with- 
out the  g^rossest  carelessness  on  the  part 
of  the  promoters.  I  do  not  see  how  such 
a  document,  if  not  genuine,  could  be 
made  a  basis  for  launching  a  company 
without  much  carelessness. 


(3.40.)  Mb.  COURTNEY:  1  would 
point  out  that  if  the  Amendment  is 
accepted,  the  Directors  or  promoters  will 
still  be  liable,  for  they  will  have  to  prove 
that  they  had  reasonable  ground  for  be- 
lieving that  the  document  was  signed  by 
the  person  whose  signature  it  bore,  and 
that  he  was  a  competent  person  to  make 
the  Report.  The  arguments  are  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  Amendment.  It  is  not 
reasonable  to  expect  a  person  to  prove 
that  he  ascertained  beforehand  that  a 
document  signed  in  a  foreign  country 
was  genuine ;  and  if  he  took  all  reason- 
able pains  to  satisfy  himself,  he  did 
enough  to  save  himself  from  further 
liability.  I  hope  that  the  Amendment 
will  be  accepted. 

(3.42.)  Mb.  salt  :  There  are  many 
companies,  as  hon.  Members  know, 
connected,  with  foreign  countries  and 
the  colonies,  and  in  connection  with 
these  documents  are  sent  home  from 
abroad,  and  are  embodied  in  the  pro- 
spectus, in  order  to  enable  the  investor 
to  see  what  is  offered.  But  it  seems 
to  me  that  if  the  words  of  the  clause  are 
retained  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for  a 
man  with  credit  to  lose  to  endorse  any 
of  these  statements  coming  from  abroad. 

(3.43.)  Sib  G.  CAMPBELL :  I  am 
very  suspicious  of  these  attempts  to  find 
loopholes  by  which  Directors  may  escape. 
A  case  rarely  arises  in  which,  with  good 
faith,  a  Report  of  an  expert  is  put  forth 
and  subsequently  turns  out  to  be  forged. 
Still,  I  shall  not  object  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  Amendment,  if  it  will  not  involve 
us  in  a  mesh  of  consequential  Amend- 
ments. 

•(3.46.)  Sib  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  This 
is,  of  course,  a  very  difficult  point,  but  I 
think  that  if  a  Director  has  done  his  best 
to  make  himself  reasonably  certain  that 
a  Report  is  genuine,  and  if  after  that  it 
proves  to  be  a  forgery,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible, under  the  clause,  for  the  Court  to 
exonerate  him,  and  that  would  be  going 
too  far.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
Amendment  might  be  accepted  if  the 
words  "after  reasonable  inquiry  arid 
examination  "  are  inserted  in  the  clause. 
If  the  House  shows  a  desire  to  sanction 
this  alteration,  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monmouthshire  will  see  his  way  to 
accept  it. 
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(3.46.)  Viscount  GRIMSTON  (Herts, 
St.  Alban's) :  Would  it  not  be  sufficient 
to  insert  words  providing  that  a  Director 
shall  take  reasonable  means  to  ascertain 
that  the  Report  was  signed  hj  the 
person  whose  sig^ture  it  purported  to 
bear? 

•Sib  M.  hicks  BEACH:  I  think  it 
would  be  better  to  put  it  in  the  other 
form. 

•(3.46.)  Mb.  WARMINGTON  :  With 
the  acceptance  of  the  House  I  will 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(3.47.)  Amendment  proposed,  in 
page  2,  line  6,  after  the  word  "  that," 
to  insert  the  words  "after  reasonable 
inquiry  and  examination." — (Sir  Michael 
Hicks  Beach.) 

Question,  proposed  "  That  these  words 
be  there  inserted." 

(3.48.)  Me.  CHANCE :  These  words 
would  compel  Directors  not  only  to  make 
reasonable  inquiry,  but  to  ascertain  as  to 
the  competency  of  the  person  making 
the  report.  That  would  be  a  very  diffi- 
cult matter. 

•(3.49.)  Sib  M.  HIOKS  BEACH: 
I  do  not  know  anything  into  which 
Directors  ought  more  to  make  inquiry 
than  the  competency  of  the  person  send- 
ing a  report  on  the  faith  of  which  the 
public  are  asked  to  subscribe. 

Mb.  chance  :  Yes ;  but  according  to 
the  clause  not  only  must  he  reasonably 
believe  in  the  report,  but  he  must  prove 
he  has  actually  inquired  into  it  and  held 
some  sort  of  examination.  How  can 
Directors  be  expected  to  examine  as 
to  the  competency  of  an  expert  in 
minerals  7 

(3.50.)  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
(Sir  R.  Websteb,  Isle  of  Wight) :  It  is 
important  that  Directors  should  not 
simply  take  the  report  of  any  person 
without  finding  out  what  are  his  qualifi- 
cations. Some  such  provision  as  this 
must  be  inserted,  or  a  Director  might 
profess  himself  simply  satisfied  with 
a  name,  and  not  seek  to  find  out  the 
qualifications  of  the  person  whose  name 
is  attached  to  the  report. 

•(3.51.)  Me.  a.  BROWN  (Shropshire, 
Wellington)  :  It  might  be  that  the  person 
who  made   the   report  was  not  a  com- 


petent person,  but  I  see  how  that  is 
provided  against  by  the  last  words  of  the 
sub-section. 
•(3.52.)  Me.  J.  M.  MACLEAN :  What  is 
the  difference  between  Sab-section  A  and 
Sub-section  B 1  One  refers  to  a  statement 
made  by  the  Directors  themselves  on 
their  own  authority,  and,  in  regard  to 
that,  it  is  perfectly  right  that  they  should 
be  called  upon  to  make  reasonable  inquiry 
and  examination  into  those  statemmente 
beforepublishingthem.  ButSub-sectionB 
refers  to  statements  made  by  expsrts,  and 
it  is  provided  that  before  issuing  these 
statements  the  Director  shall  have 
reasonable  ground  for  believing  that  the 
person  who  made  the  report  was  com- 
petent to  make  it,  and  that  it  was  made 
in  good  &ith.  I  think  the  words  sug- 
gested by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
efface  the  distinction  between  the  two 
sections,  and  ought  not  to  find  a  place  in 
this  Bill. 

(3.53.)  Sib  H.  DAVEY  :  I  really  do 
not  think  this  is  a  question  on  which  the 
time  of  the  House  should  be  expended. 
All  that  is  desired  is  that  a  Director 
should  do  what  is  necessary  in  order  to 
form  a  just  beh'ef.  He  n^nst  make  a 
reasonable  inquiry  and  examination  for 
the  purpose  of  satisfying  himself  on  that 
head,  although  I  do  not  think,  strictly 
speaking,  that  the  words  are  necessary. 
I  hold  that  the  Amendment  may  well  be 
accepted,  as  I  do  not  think  it  woald 
impose  any  greater  burden  on  Directors 
than  they  ought  to  bear. 

(3.54.)  Me.  murphy  :  I  think  the 
words  "and  examination"  convey  » 
distinct  meaning  that  an  examination 
has  been  made  by  a  third  person.  I 
move  that  those  words  be  omitted. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  and 
examination." — (Mr.  Murphy.) 

Qaestion  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  and  examination '  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

•(3.55.)  Sib  R.  LETHBRIDGE:  I 
think  that  this  Amendment  is  very 
necessary.  I  will  ask  the  House  to 
consider  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
leaving  in  such  words  as  "due  inquiry 
and  examination,"  in  the  case  of  a  forged 
signature  to  a  document  that  has  come 
from  abroad  in  a  way  that  may  induce 
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Directora  reasonably  to  believe  that  it  is 
true.  How,  in  the  case  of  a  docnment 
coming  from  India,  could  Directors 
^  guarantee  that  the  signature  of  the 
person  whose  signature  it  purported  to 
be  was  genuine.  I  think  that  that  is 
laying  a  most  intolerable  burden  on  the 
shoulders  of  Directors.  I  agree  that  we 
should  insist  on  Directors  and  other 
responsible  persons  taking  every  reason- 
able care  that  the  statements  put  forward 
are  accurate,  but  in  many  cases, 
such  SB  I  have  mentioned,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  have  more  than 
reasonable  grounds  for  believing  ;  it 
woxild  bo  impossible  actually  to  verify 
the  signatures.  I  do  hope  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  withdraw  that 
portion  of  his  Amendment  which  has 
been  objected  to.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  word  inquiry  even  is  needed,  becanse 
the  other  provisions  of  the  Bill  render 
such  inquiry  imperative.  I  think  this 
proposal  puts  too  heavy  a  burden  on  the 
shoulders  of  Directors,  and  that  it  will 
tend  uudnly  to  relieve  promoters  of 
liability. 

•Sib  J.  LUBBOCK  :  I  shall  support 
the  Amendment.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposes  to  throw  on  Directors,  not 
only  the  responsibility  of  inquiring,  but 
of  examining  into  the  competency  of  an 
expert.'  What  can  they  do  more  than 
inquire  t  Surely  the  words  "  inquiring 
into  "  are  suflBcient.  I  should  like  to 
ask  what  is  meant  by  "  examining  into  " 
which  is  not  covered  by  "inquiring 
into"? 

•Mb.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN :  I  do 
not  think  that  the  words  "  and  examina- 
tion "  carry  the  matter  any  further;  but, 
as  a  long  time  has  been  spent  over  the 
point,  I  hope  the  House  will  come  to  a 
decision. 

Sir  M.  hecks  BEACH :  I  move  the 
insertion  of  the  words  merely  to  stiffen 
the  language  of  the  Bill. 

Ms.  KIMBER  :  It  is  said  that  this 
Amendment  will  tend  to  enlarge  the 
responsibility  of  the  Director;  but  it 
does  not  do  so.  The  words  already  in  the 
Bill  have,  in  my  opinion,  a  much  wider 
acope  thtui  will  be  the  case  if  those  words 
are  amended  as  proposed.  The  words  in 
the  Bill  are  that  the  Director  shall  prove 
"that  he  had  reasonable  ground  for 
believing,"  and  I  think  that  any  Court 

■  VOL.   CCOXLV.        [IHIBD  8BEIBS.] 


would  be  able  to  exercise  a  sound  and 
clear  judgment  as  to  whether  he  had  or 
had  not  reasonable  ground.  Therefore, 
to  insert  "  after  reasonable  inquiry  and 
examination"  would  be  absolutely  to 
limit  the  inquiry.  I  object  to  the  inser- 
tion of  these  words  altogether. 

Mb.  CHANCE  :  I  think  a  proposal  to 
insert  "  after  reasonable  inquiry,"  merely, 
would  be  a  perfectly  reasonable  thing. 
An  examination  as  to  the  signatory  of  a 
report  or  valuation  cannot  be  unreason- 
able ;  and,  therefore,  so  far  I  should  be 
inclined  to  support  those  words.  But 
do  they  not  also  apply  to  the  competency 
of  the  person  making  the  report  or 
valuation  ?  This  being  so;  the  Director 
is  to  be  required  to  prove  not  only  that 
he  had  reasonable  ground  to  believe  that 
the  report  was  made  by  the  person 
named,  but  that  that  person  was  also 
competent,  so  that  the  Director  is  to  set 
himself  as  a  sort  of  licensiilg  authority 
and  to  make  inquiry  into  the  competency 
of  every  expert.  I  hope  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  withdraw  the  words 
"  and  examination." 

(4.5)  The  House  divided  : — ^Ayes  244 ; 
Noes  93.— (Div.  List,  No.  146.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

•Sib  R.  LETHBRIDGE:  The  next 
Amendment  standing  in  my  name  is 
simply  consequential  to  that  already 
adopted.  But  perhaps  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  vary  the  words  I  have  placed 
on:  the  Paper,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  suggested  and  approved  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and,  as  I  take  it,  also 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
has  charge  of  the  Bill.  I  would,  there- 
fore, propose,  after  the  word  "faith,"  in 
Clause  3,  pctge  2,  line  9,  to  insert  the 
words  "by  the  person  whose  name  it 
bears." 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

•Sib  R.  LETHBRIDGE:  There  is 
another  Amendment  I  desire  to  move, 
in  order  to  raise  a  question  which  ought 
to  be  decided  by  this  House  before  part- 
ing with  this  clause.  I  propose,  in 
Clause  3,  page  2,  line  11,  to  leave  out 
the  words— 
3  A 
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"  Or  onleBB  he  proves  that  he  had  not  con- 
sented to  become  a  Director  of  the  company,  or 
that,  having  so  consented,  he  withdrew  hia  con- 
sent before  the  issue  of  the  prospectus  or  notice, 
and  that  the  prospectus  or  notice  without  his 
authority  or  consent." 

I  move  this  omission  because  I  wish  the 
House  to  decide  what  is  really  meant  by 
this  very  badly-drafted  Bill.  [Zaw^Afer.] 
1  think  this  is  already  shown  by  the 
numerous  alterations  and  amendments 
made  in  the  Bill,  and  although  hon. 
Members  laugh  at  my  suggestion,  I 
wish  to  raise  the  point — What  will  a 
Court  of  Law  understand  by  the  word 
Director,  as  it  is  used  throughout  this 
clause  t  Who  is  a  Director  ?  I  respect- 
fully urge  on  this  House  that  the  Bill 
does  not  touch  certain  persons  who  are 
really  responsible  for  mis-statements  and 
bogus  undertakings  generally .  That  is  to 
say,  the  promoters  of  companies  whose 
names  do  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
prospectus.  It  simply  applies  to  those 
who  do  so  appear  as  Directors,  and,  there- 
fore, I  want  it  to  be  set  out  very  clearly 
who  are  to  be  considered  Directors.  A 
man  is  not  a  Director,  and  would  not  be 
held  to  be  one  by  any  Court,  if  he  has 
not  consented  to  become  a  Director, 
although  his  name  may  appear  on  the 
prospectus.  If  this  be  so,  I  simply  say 
that  the  words  I  propose  to  omit  are 
simply  surplusage  and  verbiage.  Beyond 
this,  a  man  who  has  consented  at  one 
time  provisionally  to  become  a  Director, 
but  has  subsequently  withdrawn  his  con- 
sent, before  the  issue  of  any  prospectus 
or  notice,  can  no  more  be  a  Director  than 
any  other  person  having  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  company ;  ipso  facto, 
he  is  not  a  Director.  I  hope  we  shall 
hear  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber in  charge  of  the  Bill  some 
definite  statemaent  as  to  who  are  really 
to  be  rendered  liable  under  this  measure 
— whether  he  means  those  who  have 
fraudulently  or  otherwise  afSxed  names 
to  a  prospectus  which  ought  never  to 
have  had  those  names  upon  it,  or  whether 
he  means  those  who  are  really  the  pro- 
moters of  the  company  ? 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
10,  to  leave  out  from  the  words  "make 
it,"  to  the  end  of  Clause  3. — (.S^tV  Roper 
Lethbridge.) 

Sir  JR.  Lethbridge 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
from  '  make  it,'  to  the  word  '  before,'  in 
line  13,  stand  part  of  the  BilL" 

•SiE  J.  LUBBOCK :  I  think  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  proposed  this  Amend- 
ment will  look  carefully  at  the  clause  he 
will  see  that  it  appUes  to. 

"  Every  person  who  is  named  in  the  pio> 
■pectus  or  notice  as  a  Director  of  the  company 
or  as  having  agreed  to  become  a  Director  of 
the  company  either  immediately  or  after  an 
interval  of  time,  and  every  person  who  has 
authorised  or  is  responsible  for  the  iasae  of  the 
prospectus  or  notice." 

Obviously,  therefore,  the  words  which  it 
is  proposed  to  omit  are  necessary  and  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  hou.  Member 
will  not  think  it  necessary  to  press  this 
Amendment. 
•Sm  R.  LETHBRIDGE:  After  what 
has  just  been  said  I  ask  leave  of  the 
House  to  withdraw  this  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•Me.  KELLY :  I  beg  to  move,  in  place 
of  the  Amendment  standing  in  my  name, 
the  following  Amendment : — 

Clause  3,  page  2,  line  13,  after  the  word 
"consent,"  to  insert  these  words,  "or  has 
given  proper  public  notice  that  he  has  sent 
in  his  resignation  and  has  ceased  to  be  foch 
Director." 

I  do  think  it  would  be  a  most  un- 
fortunate thing,  if  in  seeking  to  bring 
about  a  remedy  for  one  evil,  we  should 
create  a  much  greater  evil.  If  the 
result  of  this  Bill  were  to  be  that  it 
would  become  almost  impossible  for  any 
honest  man  to  become  the  Director  of  a 
company,  the  House  will,  I  think,  agree 
with  me  in  saying  it  would  have  been 
much  better  if  this  Bill  had  never  been 
brought  into  the  House  at  all.  Perhaps 
the  House  will  be  somewhat  surprised 
to  know  that  there  are  cases  in  which  a 
man  hns  acted  as  a  Director,  and  yet  has 
never  taken  on  himself  the  office  •  of 
Director.  The  question  as  to  whether 
a  man  has  or  has  not  in  fact  become  a 
Director  is  one  to  be  determined  by  the 
circumstances  of  each  case.  If  this  BUI 
only  referred  to  ordinary  cases  of  first 
issues,  there  would  be  no  point  in  the  ob- 
servations I  am  making;  butare  there  not 
many  cases  in  which  a  prospectus,  when 
first  issued,  is  bond  fide,  but  in  which, 
subsequently,  a  majority  of  Directors, 
finding  they  cannot  induce  (he  public  to 
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take  up  a  second  or  third  set  of  shares 
or  debentures  and  so  subscribe 
a  sufficient  sum  to  get  the  neces- 
sary works  for  a  mining  or  a  rail- 
way undertaking  done,  agree  to 
issue  a  fresh  prospectus  containing 
untrue  or  misleading  statements. 
Take  the  case  of  a  railway  abroad, 
in  regard  to  which  a  majority  of 
the  Directors  agree  to  overstate  the  fact 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  completed  line. 
A  Director  who  had  been  a  party  to  the 
original  prospectus  might  deoHne  to  be  a 
party  to  the  subsequent  one,  and  it  ia 
obvious  that  he  ought  to  be  able  to 
divest  himself  of  responsibility  for  a 
statement  the  truth  of  which  he  doubts, 
and  for  which  he  refuses  to  vouch. 
That  is  a  case  which  is  a  common  one  ; 
but  from  the  words  of  the  clause  as  they 
now  stand,  that  if  a  man  becomes  a 
Director  and  acts  for  a  number  of  years, 
he  cannot  withdraw  from  the  position 
as  I  hold  he  should  be  able  to  do  if  he 
wishes.  A  man  may  be  a  Director  for 
five  years ;  every  one  of  the  other  original 
Directors  may  cease  to  be  Directors — 
there  may  not  be  any  other  person  living 
from  whom  he  can  withdraw  his  consent 
to  be  a  Director.  Therefore,  I  submit 
that  there  should  be  some  limitation 
adopted  in  the  clause.  Directors  who 
wish  to  be  honest  should  have  the  power 
of  withdrawing  from  a  Directorate  the 
moment  transactions  take  place  that  they 
repudiate,  and  they  should  be  allowed  to 
pat  an  end  to  their  responsibility  as 
Directors.  So  far  as  I  understand  the 
■&cts,  there  is  considerable  doubt  as  to 
that  which  constitutes  the  act  of  ceasing 
to  be  a  Director.  A  man  may  cease  to 
be  a  Director  in  his  own  intention — that 
is  to  say,  he  may  send  in  his  resignation 
— but  I  am  not  sure  whether  his  responsi- 
biUty  will  not  continue  if  his  co- Directors 
refuse  to  accept  his  resignation.  The 
cases  must  be  decided  according  to  their 
varying  circumstances.  Two  things 
must  be  clear :  first,  that  the  act  of  a 
Director  sending  in  his  resignation  is 
bond  fide,  and  that  he  intends  it  to  be 
acted  on ;  and,  secondly,  that  he  intends 
no  longer  to  be  in  the  position  of  a 
Director,  or  to  do  any  act  which  a 
Director  alone  can  perform.  I  do  not 
wish  to  labour  the  point,  and  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  possibly  the  first  part  of  the 
Amendment  is  veij  vague,  but  it    is 


susceptible  of  easy  modification.  I 
understand  that  an  hon.  Member,  who 
has  an  Amendment  lower  down,  is  not 
prepared  to  move  it ;  and  I  think  he  is 
wise  in  refraining,  because  it  seems  to 
me  it  would  be  a  most  dangerous  Amend- 
ment for  the  House  to  accept  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  right  to  say,  in  the 
case  of  a  man  who  had  lent  his  name  to 
a  concern,  and  on  the  strength  of  whose 
name  many  shareholders  had  been 
induced  to  come  forward  with  sub- 
scriptions— 1  do  not  think  it  would 
be  right  to  provide  that  in  such 
a  case  he  should  be  able  to  escape 
all  liability  by  giving  notice  of  his 
intention  to  leave  the  Directorate  three 
days  before  allotment.  I  think  a  Director 
should  be  required  to  give  such  notice 
as  would  be  proper  and  reasonable  under 
the  circumstances.  It  would  be  idle  to 
seek  to  protect  the  public  by  allowing  a 
Director  to  give  three  days'  notice  of  his 
intention  to  resign  his  directorship  before 
the  allotment  of  the  shares,  and  adver- 
tising the  fact  in  a  paper  circulating  in 
a  district  in  which  the  registered  office  of 
the  company  is  situated,  as  proposed  by 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dundee.  This  seems  to  me  to  be 
obvious,  for  this  office  might  be  in  Wales, 
when  the  great  bulk  of  those  subscribing 
for  the  shares  might  reside  in  London.  I 
hope  that  whatever  view  the  House  may 
take  of  the  Amendment,  it  wiU  not  seek 
to  whittle  the  words  down  so  as  to  make 
the  notice  a  merely  technical  one,  and 
such  as  would  never  be  likely  to  be 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  those  who 
had  subscribed  for  shares. 

Ajnendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  13,  after  the  word  "  oonaent" 
to  insert  the  words  "  or  has  given  proper  public 
notice  that  he  has  sent  in  his  resignation  and 
ceased  to  be  such  director."— (Jfr.  John  Kelly.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserteii." 

*(4.40.)  Sib  R.  LETHBRIDGE  :  Before 
this  Amendment  is  put  to  the  House,  I 
think  it  is  clear  that  we  should  ask  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  whether,  broadly  speaking,  he 
accepts  the  view  of  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendment ;  secondly,  I  think  we  may 
fairly  ask  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  has  moved  the  Ajnend- 
ment   what    he    means  by    the   word 
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"  proper  ?  "  "  Proper  public  notice  "  is  a 
very  vague  term,  and  I  suppose  we  might 
say  in  regard  to  it  Qvat  homittet,  lot  sen- 
tentia— every  man  has  his  own  idea  of 
what  is  a  proper  public  notice.  This  is 
really  a  very  serious  and  important  point. 
Public  notic«  given  by  a  Director  of  his 
having  ceased  to  be  a  Director  invariably 
means,  I  take  it,  the  wrecking  of  the 
company  to  which  he  is  attached.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  if  a  gentleman 
who  is  prepared  to  be  a  Director  has 
obtained  information  before  the  company 
goes  to  allotment  which  convinces  him 
that  some  fraud  is  contemplated,  he  will 
resign  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  and 
notify  the  fact  in  such  a  way  that  in- 
vestors will  not  be  misled  by  the  fact  of 
his  name  appearing  on  the  prospectus. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  such  a  case 
as  that ;  but  I  imagine  that  if  this 
Bill  passes,  in  the  future  a  Director, 
when  he  sees  that  he  has  to  examine 
every  statement  made  in  a  prospectus, 
and  that  for  the  authenticity  of  every 
obscure  document  that  may  be.  referred 
to  in  the  prospectus  he  is  liable  to 
the  extent  of  his  whole  fortune,  will 
hesitate  very  seriously  before  allotment 
before  he  allows  his  name  to  appear  in 
connection  with  the  enterprise,  however 
soand  and  genuine  it  may  be.  What  is 
he  to  do  in  such  a  case  1  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  proposed  the 
Amendment  said  that  in  such  a  case  the 
Director  should  give  proper  public 
notice  that  he  has  sent  in  his  resignation. 
That  means  that,  because  he  has  been 
associated  with  other  gentlemen  in  an 
enterprise  that  may  be  of  the  soundest 
possible  character,  but  is  not  quite  cer- 
tain on  some  obscure  point,  and,  there- 
fore, is  legitimately  and  properly  anxious 
not  to  have  any  connection  with  it,  he  is 
bound  to  wreck  that  enterprise.  The 
question  is  a  difficult  one,  and  I  think 
the  point  raised  by  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendment  should  be  arranged  for,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  will  be  met  by  the 
acceptance  of  these  words.  I  hope  that 
before  the  Bill  passes  into  law  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  or  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man in  charge  of  it  will  devise  some 
means  of  meeting  the  important  point 
raised.  I  do  not  think  the  Amend- 
ment should  be  accepted  in  its  present 
form. 

Sir  B,  Lethbridge 


(4.45.)  Mb.  MOLLOT  (King's  Co., 
Birr):  I  think  the  difficulty  could  b« 
got  over  by  providing  that  tho  prospectus 
should  bear  on  the  face  of  it  the  names 
of  all  existing  Directors. 
•(4.46.)  Mb.  WARMINGTON  :  I  ad- 
mit that  there  may  be  something  in  the 
point  raised  by  the  Mover  of  the  Amend- 
ment, but  I  doubt  whether  it  is  poasiUe 
to  provide  words  to  meet  it  without 
doing  an  injustice.  I  would  suggest  to 
the  hon.  Member  that,  having  received 
this  acknowledgment  of  his  point,  he 
should  allow  it  to  be  dealt  with  when 
the  Bill  is  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

(4.47.)  Mb.  EIMBEB:  I  hold  that 
some  such  Amendment  is  required.  A 
Director  of  a  company  may,  after  the 
issue  of  the  prospectus,  learn  something, 
owing  to  the  fact  of  the  company  beii^ 
advertised  by  the  prospectus,  which  may 
make  it  his  bounden  duty  as  a  man  <^ 
honour  to  retire.  If  this  Bill  passes 
without  Amendment  in  this  connection 
it  will  be  out  of  the  power  of  the 
Director  to.  do  so.  I  think  that  a  loc*u 
penitentite  should  be  open  to  the  last 
moment.  For  instance,  it  ought  to  be 
competent  for  a  Director  to  retire  if  he 
thinks  that  the  allotment  has  been  made 
upon  an  insufficient  contribution.  He 
should  be  allowed  to  do  so  at  any  time 
before  the  actual  allotment,  provided 
notice  is  given  to  the  person  malring 
application. 

(4.50.)     Mb.    J.     CBLA-MBERLAIN 
(Birmingham,  W.) :  I  confess  I  have  not 
followed  the  argument,  but  it  seems  to 
me   there   is    nothin?  to    prevunt   any 
Director  who  has  discovered  anything 
about  the  company  which  may  influence 
his     action     from    resigning.      ["Yes 
there  is  ! "]     No,   not    foom  resigning ; 
but  there  is  to  prevent  him  getting  rid 
of  any  liability  he  has  incurred.    What 
is  the  liability  which  affects  a  Director 
in  his  position  ?    It  arises  only  in  case 
he  has  been  a  party  to  a  false  statement 
which  has  misled  other  people,  or  in  case 
he  has  not  taken  sufficient  pains  to  ascer- 
tain if  a  statement  to  which   he  has 
given  currency  is  true  or  false.     If  he 
finds  it  to  his  interest  to  go  out  of  the 
company,  I  have  no  objection  ;  but  I  am 
extremely  unwilling  that  he  should,  at 
the  same  time,  get  rid  of  liability  due  to 
his  own  misconduct  or  tactics ;  his  mis- 
conduct if  he  sanctioned  a  faiae  state* 
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ment ;  his  tactics  if  he  neglected  to 
make  sufficient  inqairj  into  the  accnracy 
of  a  statement.  The  hon.  and  learned 
(Gentleman  did  not,  perhaps,  give  us  the 
fall  particnlars  of  the  case  he  put  before 
the  House.  He  spoke  of  a  Director  who 
formed  a  company  and  afterwards 
resigned  on  information  which  he  did 
not  have  previously.  Well,  everything 
depends  on  whether  he  was  a  party  to 
any  statement  in  the  prospectus  which 
was  false.  If  he  was  no  poHy  to  such  a 
statement,  he  would  not  he  liable;  he 
might  resign,  and  no  liability  would 
attach  to  him  if  he  had  made  reasonable 
inquiry  and  examination  into  the  state- 
ment, and  satisfied  himself  it  was  not 
false  or  misleading.  But  if  the  Director 
was  a  party  to  a  false  statement,  and  if 
some  shareholders  could  show  that  he 
was  led  to  join  the  company  by  this  false 
statement,  and  if  he  could  show,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  Director  had  not 
made  reasonable  inquiry  into  the  truth, 
then  the  Director  ought  to  remain  liable. 
•(4.53.)  Sib  R.  FOWLER :  I  am  sorry 
my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Kimber)  did  not 
give  UB  a  little  more  information  on  the 
case  he  mentioned.  As  I  understand,  the 
noble  Lord  had  private  information  that 
induced  him  to  retire  from  the  company. 
I  should  have  thought  his  lirst  course 
should  have  been  to  call  his  co-Directors 
together  and  put  forward  his  informa- 
tion saying,  "  After  this  I  object  to  going 
on,  and  our  duty  is  at  once  to  return  the 
money  paid  and  cease  to  advertise  the 
company."  Then  the  liability  would  be 
simply  for  the  expenses  of  advertising, 
consulting  solicitor,  and  small  initial 
expenses.  But,  as  the  clause  stands,  it 
would  seem  to  be  a  hard  case  for  the 
noble  Lord  if  he,  haviug  taken  this 
course  and  having  put  the  matter  before 
his  colleagues  and  his  colleagues  de- 
ciding to  go  on  and  make  themselves 
liable,  he  hereafter  should  be  involved 
in  the  same  liability  with  them.  That 
is  a  case  the  House  ought  to  consider. 

(4.55.)  MB.R.T.RElD(Dumfries,<fec.): 
I  agree  with  the  criticism  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham.  The  liability  of  a  Director 
is  up  to  the  time  of  the  issue  of  the 
prospectus  or  notice.  This  Bill  does  not 
interfere  with  the  liability  of  a  Director 
in  respect  of  any  subsequent  publication 
of  the  prospectus,  but  merely  up  to  the 


time  of  notice.  It  seems  to  me  a 
Director  is  absolved  under  reasonable 
conditions,  if  he  did  not  consent  to  the 
issue,  or  if  he  can  prove  that,  haying  con- 
sented, he  withdrew  his  consent  before 
the  issue  of  the  prospectus  or  notice, 
and  that  such  notice  was  issued  without 
his  authority  or  consent.  It  seems  to 
me  that  no  Director  will  be  liable 
unless,  in  t&ot,  he  consented  to  the  issue 
of  the  prospectus,  or  remained  a  Director, 
knowing  that  the  prospectus  was  being 
issued,  and  that  it  conteined  a  false 
statement.  The  hon.  Member  opposite 
has  discussed  the  situation  of  a  Director 
who  subsequently  became  informed  of  a 
matter  which,  if  he  had  known,  in  the 
first  instance,  he  ought  not  to  have 
sanctioned  the  issue  at  all.  Such  a  case 
remains  regulated  by  the  Common  Law 
and  is  not  interfered  with  by  this  Bill. 
["  No !  "]  That  is  my  opinion.  If  he 
allows  his  name  to  remain,  and  allows 
the  thing  to  go  forward  with  his  name 
as  a  voucher,  without  attempting  to 
prevent  it,  then  he  is  liable.  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  in  moving  this 
Amendment  there  is  some  confusion  in 
the  liability  which  arises  on  the  first 
issue  and  subsequent  issue  of  notices 
upon  which  the  Director  allows  his  name 
to  appear  and  which  is  not  dealt  with  by 
the  Bill. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•(4.58.)  SiE  J.  LUBBOCK:  Before 
we  leave  Clause  3,  I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  no  limit  of  time  of  lia- 
bility is  provided.  It  is  reasonable 
there  should  be  some  limit,  for  it  might 
be  possible  to  prove  circumstances 
within  a  reasonable  time,  but  not  after 
the  lapse  of  years.  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  consider  whe- 
ther a  clause  should  not  be  introduced 
limiting  the  time  within  which  actions 
should  be  brought  under  the  Bill. 

•(4.59.)  Sib  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I 
shall  be  very  happy  to  consider  that 
point,  but '  I  apprehend  a  limit  is  pro- 
vided by  the  Statute  of  Limitations.  Of 
course,  it  may  be  nrged  that  that  limit 
should  be  reiduced,  but  that  is  a  point 
upon  which  I  can  express  no  opinion  at 
present. 

(5.0.)  Mb.  BRUNNER:  I  would 
suggest  the  insertion  of  the  words  "or 
resigned"  after  .the    word    "consent." 
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It  cannot  be  said  that  a  Director  who 
may  hare  been  a  Director  four  or  five 
years,  or  even  more,  can  have  been  con- 
sidered to  have  withdrawn  his  consent 
if  he  wants  to  retire  before  the  issne  of 
the  prospectus  or  notice.  A  second  pro- 
spectus asking  for  money  from  the 
public  is  a  very  common  thing,  and  a 
Director  may  desire  to  withdraw  before 
the  statement  or  prospectus  is  put  before 
the  public.  Such  a  case  is  not  provided 
for  by  the  words  in  the  Bill.  I  should 
like  the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  to  consider  this  point 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
13,  after  the  word  "  consent,"  to  insert 
thewords  "or  resigned." — (Mr.  Brunner.') 

Qu'estion,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  n^atived. 

(5.2.)  Me.  BAUMANN  (Camberwell, 
Peckham) :  I  wish  to  raise  the  point 
mentioned  in  the  Amendment  of  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  has  given 
notice,  where  a  Director  has  resigned  his 
ofBce  three  days  before  allotment,  and 
has  advertised  such  resignation  in  news- 
papers circulating  in  the  district  where 
the  registered  office  of  the  company  is 
situated.  It  is  a  different  point  to  that 
which  has  been  raised,  and,  I  think,  a 
material  point;  it  deals  with  a  man 
who,  having  become  a  Director,  comes 
into .  further  information  between  the 
issue  of  the  prospectus  and  the  allotment 
of  shares.  I  think  that  a  man  who  sends 
in  his  resignation  before  the  allotment 
is  made  ought  to  be  protected  by  some 
such  words  as  these. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  13,  after  the  word  "  notice  "  to 
insert  ute  worda,  "or  Uiat,  having  been  a 
Director,  he  has  three  days  before  allotment 
resigned  his  ofiSoe,  and  has  advertised  such 
resignation  in  a  newspaper  oironlating  within 
the  district  in  which  the  registered  office  of  the 
company  is  situated." — [Mr.  Baumann.) 

•Mb.  speaker  :  With  the  difference 
of  the  three  days,  the  Amendment  is 
substantially  one  upon  which  the  House 
has  decided,  and  is,  therefore,  not  in 
order. 

Mb.  KIMBER:  May  I  ask  if  the 
words  I  propose  "or  before  allotment" 
would  be  in  order? 

*Mb.    SPEAKER:  I  think    the  hon. 
Member  may  move  that  Amendment. 
Mr.  Brunner 


(5.4.)  Mb.  KIMBER:  I  wiU  do  so. 
lllie  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  dealt  with  the 
case  of  a  Director  having  placed  his 
name  on  a  prospectus,  and  having 
neglected  to  use  means  to  satisfy  himself 
of  the  accuracy  of  a  statement  therein, 
but  that  was  not  the  case  I  put.  I  put 
the  case  of  a  Director  having  taken 
every  means  to  satisfy  himself,  and  who 
afterwards  came  bond  fide  into  possession 
of  information  which  maynotgo  to  falsify- 
ing the  statement  in  the  prospectus,  but 
may  be  a  material  truth  which  should 
be  made  known  to  the  persons  making 
application.  I  quite  agree  with  what 
has  been  said  by  the  hon.  Baronet  as  to 
the  duty  of  such  a  Director,  and  it  would 
be  my  advice  to  him  that  he  should,  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy  to  his  Colleagues,  put 
the  matter  before  them.  But  if  they  do 
not  act  as  he  would  have  them,  he  is  at 
the  mercy  of  his  Colleagues,  who  may  be 
the  nominees  of  the  promoters,  and  they 
may  proceed  to  allotment,  and  he,  though 
he  may  have  tried  to  protect  the 
allottees,  may  be  prevented  by  the  state 
of  the  law.  He  can  resign,  but  he  can- 
not escape  the  conseqnences  attaching  to 
himself,  with  the  other  Directors ;  he  is 
still  under  the  liabilities  the  Bill  pro- 
vides. The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dumfries*  says  that  he  is  protected 
under  the  CommonLaw,  butldispute  that 
proposition.  He  is  committed  to  the 
statement  in  the  prospectus  issued,  and 
the  advertisement  continue,  on  the  fsAth 
of  which  men  may  take  shares.  I  say 
distinctly  he  is  not  protected  by  Common 
Law. 

Mb.  R.  T.  REID :  I  said  his  liability 
is  under  Common  Law. 

Mb.  KIMBER:  The  Bill  makes  a 
man  responsible  for  any  omission  or 
false  assertion,  any  omission  of  a  material 
truth,  and  if  a  man  having  incurred 
responsibility  is  not  allowed  to  get  out 
of  that  responsibility,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  I  before  detailed  to  the 
House,  that  is  adding  a  gross  injustice  to 
the  others  contained  in  this  Bill.  I  shall 
divide  in  support  of  the  Amendment  I 
now  move. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
13,  after  the  word  "  notice,"  to  insert  the 
words  "or  before  allotment." — {Mr. 
Kimber.') 
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Qtiestion  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'or  before  allotment'  be  there  in- 
serted." 

•(5.9.)  Sir  R.  LETHBRIDGE  :  Before 
the  qnsstion  is  put,  I  think  wo  have  a 
right  to  be  informed  exactly  as  to  the 
point  we  are  here  enacting.  Does  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  mean  to  assert,  that  after  a 
Director  has  attached  his  name  to  a 
prospectns,  in  firm  belief  in  its  bona  fides, 
arrived  at  after  thorough  inquiry,  and 
that  then,  if  he  obtain  fresh  information 
before  allotment,  and  takes  every  possi- 
ble step  to  act  on  such  information, 
withdrawing  his  name  from  the  Direc- 
torate, and  giving  public  notification  of 
the  fact ;  does  the  hon  and  learned 
Member  mean  to  tell  us  that,  notwith- 
standing all  this,  that  Director  shall  be 
held  liable  for  all  his  Colleagufs  or  the 
Board  may  do  in  proceeding  to  allotment 
and  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  the 
Company  in  an  improper ,manner  7  If  so, 
it  seems  to  me  that  to  state  such  a  pro- 
position carries  a  negative  with  it.  I 
hope  the  hon.  and  learned  Oentleman 
will  tell  ns  what  is  his  real  intention.  I 
would  suggest  to  him  that  he  might 
fairly  acdept  the  Amendment,  which 
seems  to  me  to  be  but  simple  justice. 

•(5.2.)  Mb.  WARMINGTON  :  I  can- 
not accept  the  Amendment,  nor  do  I 
accept  the  views  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  moved  it  as  to  the  objects  of  this 
BilL  The  Bill  makes  no  Director  in  any 
degree  liable  for  statements  in  the 
prospectus,  unless  he  has  neglected  his 
dui^.  If  a  Director  is  party  to  an  untrue 
or  a  misleading  statement,  he  is  open  to 
an  action ;  bat  if  he  can  prove  that,  after 
careful  inquiry,  he  believed  such  state- 
ment was  true  and  honestly  made,  he  is 
not  liable  to  penalty.  The  allottee  must 
show  that  he  subscribed  on  the  faith  of 
the  statements  in  the  prospectus,  and  if 
this  is  shown,  why  should  not  the  person 
who  can  be  held  responsible  for  the 
TOospectns  be  liable  to  the  consequences  ? 
That  is  the  whole  of  the  Bill. 

•(5.12.)  Sib  J.  LUBBOCK  :  The  case 
contemplated  in  the  present  Amendment 
is  that  of  a  Director  who  ascertains  that 
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he  has  been  misinformed,  and  goes  to 
his  brother  Directors  and  says,  "Mani- 
festly, we  ought  not  to  go  on  with  allot- 
ment," makes  this  known  as  well  as  he 
is  able  by  advertisment  in  the  news- 
papers, and  resigns  his  connection  with 
the  Board,  but  bag  Colleagues,  against  his 
remonstrances,  proceed  to  allotment. 
The  words  in  the  Bill  still  leave  him 
liable,  though  he  has  done  everything  in 
his  power  to  make  known  the  facts  that 
have  come  to  his  knowledge,  and  to  pro- 
tect the  shareholders  from  loss.  This  is 
a  very  hard  case,  and  it  is  a  point  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  do  well  to 
consider  when  the  Bill  goes  to. another 
place. 


(5.15.)  The  House*divided : — Ayes  64  J 
Noes  281.— (Div.  List,  No.  147.) 

It  being  half  after  Five  of  the  clock, 
Further  Proceeding  on  consideration,  as 
amended,  stood  adjourned. 

Further  proceeding  to  be  resumed  on 
Wednesday  next. 

RATING    OF    MACHINERY   BILL. 

(no.  6.)      COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 
•Me.  MILVAIN  (Durham) :  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Cirencester, 
seeing  that  ho  has  a  direct  pecuniary 
interest  in  the  passing  of  this  Bill, 
whether  he  can  see  his  way,  after  the 
episode  of  last  evening,  to  withdraw  it  ? 

•Me.  speaker  :  There  is  notice  of 
an  Instruction  to  the  Committee,  but  the 
Instruction  is  not  moved.  The  Instruc- 
tion is  irregular,  because  it  is  in  a 
mandatory  form,  and  as  it  is  not  moved 
I  have  no  alternative  but  to  leave  the 
Chair  at  once. 

Me.  WINTERBOTHAM  (Gloucester, 
Cirencester)  :  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  may  say  by  way  of  personal  answer 

Mb.  speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 


Committee   report   Progress  j    to 
again  to-morrow. 
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INTOXIOATING  LIQUORS  (IRELAND) 
BILL.— (No.  7.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Committee    report   Progress;  to    sit 
«gain  to-morrow. 

BOILER    EXPLOSIONS    ACT    (1882) 

AMENDMENT  BlLL.-(No    339.) 

SECOND  KEADIKQ. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 
•Sib  W.  HOULDSWORTH  (Man- 
chester, N.W.):  I  may,  perhaps,  he 
allowed  a  word  of  explanation.  By  the 
'Act  of  1882  provision  was  made  for 
formal  investigation  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  into  boiler  explosions,  and  that 
power  has  been  used  beneficially  by  the 
Board  of  Trade.  There  are  certain 
bodies  exempted  from  these  promises 
[Cries  of  "  Objection."]  I  think  I  might 
be  allowed  to  explain 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
We  are  not  allowed  that. 

Second    Reading     deferred    till     to- 


EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  (NEW 
CODE.) 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Estimate  of  the 
prpbable  additional  Expenditure  caused 
by  the  changes  in  the  New  Code,  1890." 
{Sir  William  Hart  Dyke.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  He 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  346.] 

MOTION^S. 

PUBUC  BEM,TH  (SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1867) 
AUENDHENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Stephen  Williamson,  Bill 
to  amead  "  The  Pablio  Hoalth  (Scotland)  Act, 
1867,'*  in  relation  to  Hospitals  for  Burghs, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Stephen 
Williamson,  Mr.  Shiress  Will,  and  Mr.  Donald 
Crawford. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  346.] 


HELIGOLAND. 
On  the  Motion  for  adjournment, 
Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I 
should  like  to  get  some  assurance  from 
the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  ASsin 
as  r^ards  the  cession  of  Heligoland  to 
Germany.  Are  we  to  understand  that  a 
Bill  will  be  brought  in  soon  to  eSect 
this  very  desirable  purpose,  which  I  may 
mention  I  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  House  four  years  ago  t  I  then  advo- 
cated the  cession  strongly,  but  received 
a  most  direct  snub  from  the  present 
Administration  for  my  interference.  A 
similar  answer  was  given  here  a  few 
days  since,  but  I  have  great  pleasure  at 
finding  that  Lord  Salisbury  has  adopted 
my  proposal. 

•The  under  SECRETARY  or  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  J.  Fke- 
GDSSON,  Manchester,  N.E.)  :  It  is  stated 
in  the  Despatch  from  Lord  Salisbury,  a 
copy  of  which  is  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members,  that  a  Bill  will  be  presented 
for  the  purpose.  When  that  Bill  will 
be  brought  in  is  a  question  that  shonld 
be  addressed  to  the  Leader  of  the  House, 
not  to  me. 

Db.  TANNER :  Are  we  to  nndentand 
also  that  Gibraltar  will  be  given  up  to 
Spain? 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.) : 
When  will  the  Despatch  and  other  Papers 
in  relation  to  these  arrangements  be  cir- 
culated 1 

•SiB  J.  FERGUSSON :  Two  hundred 
copies  of  the  despatch  have  been  sent  to 
the  Vote  Office,and  have  been  distributed, 
and  every  hon.  Member  will  shortly 
receive  a  copy.  I  can  say  nothing  about 
further  papers. 

Db.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  College) :  I 
presume  that  is  the  Despatch  which 
appeared  in  the  newspapers  this  momingt 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON :  Yes ;  a  number 
of  copies  were  in  the  Vote  Office  last 
night. 

House  adjourned  at  a  qoarter 
before  Six  o^clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Thurtday,  19th  June,  1890. 


SAT    FIBST. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham — Took 
the  Oath  for  the  first  time. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Salisbary— Took 
the  Oath  for  the  first  time. 

PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


CENTRAL  LONDON   BAILWAY  BILL. 

SBOOND  BEASINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

MoTed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
—{The  Lord  Sudeley.) 

•The  Bishop  Of  LONDON:  My 
Lords,  I  hope  yon  will  make  a  little 
allowance  for  a  Bishop  intruding  into  a 
matter  of  a  description  with  which 
Bishops  are  not  generally  supposed  to 
be  concerned.  It  is  not  usual  for  any 
Bishop  to  oppose  a  Bailway  Bill,  because 
the  settlement  of  such  matters  is,  gene- 
rally speaking,  left  to  those  who  are  more 
intimately  concerned  with  material  ques- 
tions. Bishops  who  are  mostly 
concerned  with  spiritual  and  moral 
questions,  do  not  usually  take  any  port 
in  them.  But  I  am  sure  I  shall  have  the 
indulgence  of  your  Lordships  in  taking  a 
part  in  this  case,  because  I  take  that  part 
on  the  ground  of  danger  to  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral,  which  is  not  only  dear  to  the 
citizens  of  London,  but  to  the  Church 
and  the  whole  of  England.  The  Bishop 
of  London  may  naturally  be  supposed  to 
watch  with  very  careful  jealousy  any- 
thing which  may  poeiiibly  endanger  afabrio 
which  we  all  admire  very  much  and 
value  so  highly.  The  proposal  in  this 
case  is  to  carry  a  railway  from  Bt^water 
to  Gheapeide,  underneath  Oxford  Street 
and  Hofbom,  to  the  comer  of  Newgate 
Street,  and  there  it  approaches  very  near 
the  Cathedral  of  St.  Paul's.  The  railway 
itself  is  at  a  greater  distance  than  the 
station  will  be,  but  the  station  which 
it  is  proposed  to  have  at  the 
comer  of  Newgate  Street  as  proposed, 
will  come  within  about  70  yards  of  the 
north-east    comer    of     the    cathedral. 

VOL.  CCCXLV.    fraiKD  srans.] 


I  think  the  exact  distance  is  225  feet — 
consequently  it  becomes  a  matter  of  very 
serious  consideration  how  this  will  affect 
the  stability  of  the  cathedral,  as  it  now 
stands.  Now,  my  Lords,  we  have  very 
distinct  evidence  indeed  of  the  kind  of 
foundation  on  which  St.  Paul's  Cathedral 
reste.  We  know  by  the  researches  made 
by  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  the  architect 
of  the  cathedral,  that  there  is  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  brick-earth  at  tho 
sur&ce,  and  that  when  you  have  got 
below  that,  you  very  soon  come  to  sand 
and  gravel,  then  below  that  is  what  Sir 
Christopher  Wren  called  "  a  beach,"  and 
then  a  little  lower  still  we  come  to  the 
London  clay.  Now,  the  sand  and  g^vel 
which  I  have  mentioned  are  known  to  be 
water-bearing  strata.  They  are  full  of 
water  up  to  some  height  in  the  strata. 
The  top  of  the  sand  is  said  to  be  toleribly 
dry,  but  the  bottom  of  the  sand  and 
gravel  is  certainly  not,  and  the  real  dan- 
ger which  threatens  St.  Paul's  Cathedral 
is  that  the  water  may  be  drained  off  from 
this  sand  and  g^ravei  and,  consequently, 
that  the  sand  and  gravel,  may  sink  down 
to  a  lower  space  than  it  occupies  at  pre- 
sent. Your  Lordships  are,  I  suppose, 
quite  aware  that  of  all  the  things  we 
know  water  is  one  of  those  which  it  is 
most  difficult,  if  not  absolutely  impossible, 
to  compress  into  a  smaller  space.  You 
can  compress  sand  and  gravel  without 
any  g^reat  difiBculty  if  yon  use  weight 
enough,  and  yon  can  compress  even 
tolerably  hard  rock  if  you  get  weight 
enough  upon  it,  but  water,  as  far  as  we 
know,  can  hardly  be  compressed  at  all. 
The  drawing  away  of  the  water  from  this- 
sand  and  gravel  will,  therefore,  leave  the 
sand  and  gravel  subject  to  compression  by 
the  weight  above  them,  and  the  weight 
above  them  in  this  case  is  an  enormous 
weight — it  is  the  wtight  of  the  whole  of 
the  vast  edifice  ;  and,  therefore,  my  Lords,  . 
I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that  if  there 
would  be  a  danger  of  that  kind  in  any 
case,  it  is  quite  certain  there  must  be 
danger  in  this  case.  The  danger,  of- ' 
course,  is  precisely  this,  that  when  you 
have  anything  like  a  withdrawal  of  water 
which  lies  underneath  the  foundations,  the  - 
subsidence  is  not  always  etiual.  It  cannot 
be.  The  foundations  subside  more  in  one 
part  than  in  another,  and  the  result,  of 
course,  is  that  your  building  is  unequally 
supported.  Anybody  can  see  that  the- 
danger  from  that  is  very  serious,  and; 
3  B 
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timt  in  all  snch  cases,  you  will  have 
subsidences,  cracks,  and  possibly  the 
actoal  rain  of  parts  of  the  stmctare. 
My  Lords,  it  is  this  danger  that  all  those 
frno  are  concerned  in  the  safety  of  St. 
Paul's  are  anxious  about.  The  promoters 
of  the  Bill  have  just  laid  a  statement 
before  the  House,  and  it  appears  from 
that  statement  that  they  are  prepared  to 
say  there  is  no  danger  -whateTer.  They 
say  there  is  no  real  risk  to  St.  Paul's. 
But  let  me  point  oat,  iu  the  first  place, 
that  it  is  not  quite  sufBcient  for  them 
to  say  there  is  no  real  risk,  unless  they 
are  prepared  to  point  out  how  this 
argument  which  I  have  put  before  your 
Lordships'  House  is  to  be  met.  I  hare 
gone  carefully  through  the  evidence,  and 
I  must  say  that  I  cannot  find  any 
answer  to  this  argument.  Then,  my 
Lords,  I  hare  to  observe  in  the  next  place 
that  these  are  certain  cases  adduced  in 
which  a  railway  has  gone  very  near  a 
great  structure  without  doing  it  any  very 
great  damage.  In  support  of  this  Bill 
it  is  urged  that  the  Metropolitan  District 
Bailway  runs  within  70  feet  of  West- 
minster Abbey,  and  that  it  has  done  no 
damage  to  Westminster  Abbey ;  also 
that  it  runs  within  20  feet  of 
Westminster  Hospital,  and  has  done 
no  damage  to  Westminster  Hospital. 
That,  of  course,  would  be  relevant  enough 
if  the  depths  were  at  all  comparable 
with  one  another,  but  the  fact  is  that 
the  foundations  of  Westminster  Abbey 
go  down  from  the  surfaca,  probably  15 
feet,  while  the  District  Bailway  is  below 
the  surface  just  18  feet,  and,  therefore, 
whatever  drainage  would  be  caused  by 
the  Metropolitan  District  Bailway  would 
be  a  drainage  of  a  depth  of  three  feet  only. 
That  sums  up  the  mischief  that  can 
possibly  be  done  to  Westminster  Abbey 
by  the  District  Bailway.  The  with- 
drawal of  the  water  from  that  three  feet 
might  conceivably  do  mischief ;  but  it  is 
not  at  all  surprising  that  we  should  find  no 
such  mischief  has  been  done  when  we 
consider  that  it  is  only  from  so 
small  a  depth  of  strata  that  the  water 
has  been  withdrawn.  But  the  rails 
of  the  Central  London  Bailway  would 
be  53  feet  below  the  bottom  of  the 
foundations  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 
There  is  a  vast  difference  between  taking 
the  water  away  from  merely  3ft.,  and 
taking  the  water  away  from  53ft.  of 
strata ;  and  we  cannot  at  all  argue  that 
The  Bishop  of  London 


because  a  shallow  railway  has  been  run 
close  to  Westminster  Abbey  without 
doing  any  harm  you  may,  therefore,  run  a 
railway  to  the  depth  of  53ft.  close  to  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral,  and  do  no  harm  what- 
ever to  that  great  structure.  It  is  plain 
iu  each  case  that  the  railway  will  only 
drain  away  tlie  water  down  to  its  own 
depth,  and  that  if  you  are  affecting  only 
3ft.  you  may  do  little  oi  no  damage  at 
all.  I  am  not  quite  clear,  my  Lords,  that 
no  damage  has  beeu  done  to  Westminster 
Abbey,  because  I  believe  the  evidence  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Works  is  that  there 
has  been  some  slight  damage  done, 
although  as  yet  it  is  not  veiy  much. 
But  to  drain  away  all  the  water  that 
may  lie  at  this  depth  of  53ft.  is  a  very 
different  thing  indeed,  and  the  danger 
must  be  estimated  in  a  totally  different 
manner.  Then  it  is  stated  that  tbe 
railway  would  be  carried  through  the 
London  clay.  It  will  be,  no  doubt,  to  a 
great  extent,  carried  through  the  London 
clay,  but  it  will  very  likely  come  above 
the  level  of  the  olay  in  various  places.  We 
cannot  at  all  guarantee  that  the  bottom 
of  it  will  not  be  above  the  clay  jast  at 
this  part,  and,  therefore,  the  suggestion 
that  the  clay  will  hold  the  water  which 
is  above  it,  and  protect  the  strata 
from  sinking,  does  not  apply  in 
this  case  unless  you  can  prove  that 
at  this  p;int  the  water  would  lie 
altogether  below  the  level  of  the  railvray 
itself.  Even  then  you  would  have  a 
great  deal  to  show  in  order  to  prove  that 
the  London  clay  has  no  chinks  or  fissares 
in  it,  through  which  the  water  could 
penetrate.  But,  of  course,  my  Lords,  to 
haye  a  railway  constructed  at  that  depth 
is  more  likely  to  be  dangerous,  althoagh 
one  at  a  considerably  further  distance 
might  possibly  be  tolerably  safe.  Bat 
that  is  not  all;  it  is  proposed  to  put 
between  the  railway  and  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral  a  large  station,  whicb,  of 
coarse,  must  run  down  to  the  same 
depth  as  the  railway  itself ;  then  there 
must  also  be  shafts  sunk  down  to  that 
level,  and  all  this  is  to  be  done  within 
75  yards  of  St.  Paul's.  Of  course  it 
may  not  como  quite  so  close  as  I  have 
mentioned,  but  the  plans  indicate  the 
construction  of  a  station  which  is  to 
come  within  that  distance.  It  is  obvious, 
on  the  face  of  it,  that  even  if  it  were 
possible  to  carry  the  railway,  considered 
by  itself,  so  near  to  St.  I^ul's  without 
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fuk,  to  make  this  atition  and  these 
shafts  close  by  is  entailing  a  risk  of  a 
Tery  mach  more  important  character,  a 
risk  so  serious  that  I  do  desiderate  a 
better  answer  from  the  engineer  than 
simplj  the  ipse  dixit  of  a  man  who  says 
tHere  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended. 
But,  my  Lords,  that  is  not  the 
whole  matter.  The  engineer  who 
has  charge  of  this  work  is  the 
IJhigpLneer  also  who  has  charge  of  the 
construction  works  of  the  London  and 
Sonthwark  Subway,  and  that  subway  is 
being  constructed  in  the  very  same 
manner  in  which  this  railway  is  proposed 
to  be  constructed.  Well,  the  engineer, 
when  he  gave  his  evidence  in  support  of 
the  fiill  for  the  London  and  Southwark 
Sabway,  stated  that  that  subway  would 
do  no  mischief  to  surrounding  buildings ; 
bat,  my  Lords,  the  subway  has  done  mis- 
dbiet  almost  all  along  its  extent.  I  have 
a  list  here  showing  many  cases  where 
houses  have  been  injured.  In  15 
different  cases  mischief  has  been  done, 
and,  in  particular,  we  have  had  injury 
done  to  St.  James's  Church,  Kennington. 
That  church  is  almost  destroyed  by 
the  railway  coming  close  to  it. 
The  engineer,  afterwards,  when  he  was 
asked  whether  the  sabway  had  not 
damaged  the  church,  replied  that  the 
church  was  very  slightly  built,  and  that 
it  was  not  at  all  like  the  solid  masonry 
which  Sir  Christopher  Wren  took  care 
to  put  into  St  Paul's  Cathedral.  That 
answer,  I  think,  my  Lords,  is  of  some 
importance  upon  this  proposal,  and  we 
may  say  of  tl^t  engineer's  opinion  in  our 
view  of  it  valeat  quantutn.  But  it  is  to 
be  observed  that  this  engineer,  who  had 
previously  expressed  himself  as  con- 
vinced that  the  subway  would  not  at  all 
hurt  the  property  along  its  course,  now 
gives,  when  it  is  clear  that  it  has  hurt 
the  adjoining  property,  a  totally  different 
account  of  the  matter,  and  says  that  the 
cause  of  the  damage  was  that  the  injured 
building  was  not  substantial  enough. 
Against  the  &ict  that  the  statement  made 
hy  the  engineer  was  directed  to  the  fact  of 
the  church  being  of  rather  unsubstantial 
construction,  I  put  the  fact  of  the  enor- 
mously greater  weight  of  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral.  My  Loids,  you  have  not 
here  to  consider  the  mere  weight  of  an 
ordinary  church.  This  is,  no  doubt,  a 
very  different  thing,  and  when  you 
have  to  consider  such  a  weight  as  that  of 


the  vast  edifice  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral, 
you  know  for  certain  that  the  amount  of 
pressure  which  will  be  existing  in  the 
case  of  that  structure  to  squeeze  the 
water  out  through  any  outlet  which  is 
provided  for  it,  will  be  incalculably 
greater  than  the  pressure  exerted  by  the 
weight  of  such  a  comparatively  small 
building  as  St.  James's  Church.  It  is 
said,  my  Lord,  that  this  railway  is  to  be 
constructed  on  an  entirely  new  method. 
It  is  to  be  constructed  upon  the  atmos- 
pheric presspre  principle,  and  it  is  said 
that  the  atmospheric  pressure  used  will 
be  such  as  to  prevent  the  water  from 
escaping.  Well,  at  any  rate,  we  ought 
to  have  very  clear  evidence  that  it  is 
possible  to  do  so.  In  the  case  of  t^e 
subway,  they  did  not  succeed  in  pre- 
venting mischief.  They  did  succeed,  to 
some  degsee,  in  preventing  this  perpetual 
leakage  of  Water,  but  then  your  Lord- 
ships must  consider  that  the  subway  is  a 
tube  of  only  11  feet  diameter,  while  this 
railway  tunnel  is  nearly  three  times  that 
diameter — its  actual  diameter  is,  I  be- 
lieve, 29  feet.  Then  there  is  the  space 
fcr  this  station  besides  to  be  exca- 
vated. It  may  be  quite  possible  to 
do  with  a  tube  11  feet  in  diameter 
what  it  is  quite  impossible  to  do 
with  a  tube  28  feet  in  diameter. 
Every  mathematician  knows  perfectly 
well  that  the  amount  of  pressure  which 
comes  from  the  surface  in  such  a  case  is 
not  merely  in  proportion  to  diameters  of 
tubes,  but  that  it  is  very  much  larger  in 
proportion  as  the  diameters  increase; 
and  with  regard  to  the  pressure  which 
will  have  to  be  resisted  here,  certainly 
there  is  no  evidence  yet  to  show  that  it 
can  be  resisted  at  all.  We  have  the 
instance  of  the  subway  now  being  con- 
structed in  America  under  the  river 
Hudson  at  New  York.  There  they  have 
had  accidents  occurring.  Only  in  January 
last  the  tunnel  they  were  making  col- 
lapsed and  killed  20  people,  and  we  do 
not  know  yet  whether  it  will  be  fonnd 
possible  for  them  to  go  on  with  that 
subway.  At  any  rate  we  ought  to  be 
quite  sure  what  we  are  doing  before  we 
sanction  the  introduction  of  this  at 
present  experimental  method  of  dealing 
with  such  a  case  as  this.  The  London 
Connty  Council  have  had  a  proposal 
before  theih  for  making  a  subway  which 
they  were  to  authorise.  But  they  de- 
clined to  authorise  it  until  they  had 
3  B  2 
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had  farther  experience,  because  thej 
believed  that  the  experiments  were  not 
Bu£Bcientlj  conclosiTe  at  present  to 
justify  them  in  accepting  the  belief  of 
the  engineer  that  this  oonld  be  done 
without  any  serions  risk,  Now,  it  may 
be  said  that  we  haye  greeX  experts 
declaring  that  they  have  looked  into  this, 
and  that  they  are  quite  sure  there  is  no 
risk  of  damage  being  done,  bat  when 
yonr  Lordships  have  these  facta  before 
yon,  yon  see  here  is  one  of  these  great 
engineers  giving  evidence  of  one  kind  at 
one  time,  and  of  another  kind  at  another 
time,  saying  first  that  he  is  sure  no 
damage  will  be  done  by  the  constraction 
of  the  London  and  Sontiiwark  Subway, 
and  then  saying,  when  the  damage  is 
done,  that  it  is  the  fault  lies  in  the 
construction  of  the  building  which  is 
damaged,  and  that  it  is  not  the  isa\t  of 
his  subway  in  damaging  it.  I  think 
your  Lordships  will  agree  that  this  kind 
of  assertion  on  the  part  of  eng^eers  is 
not,  as  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be,  t^ 
all  satisfactory.  An  engineer  has  been 
employed  to  look  into  the  matter,  from 
our  point  of  view,  and  he  was  very 
anxious  to  put  before  the  other  House 
the  case  of  Westminster  Abbey,  because 
he  knew  that  sometliing  has  been  said 
about  the  circumstances  of  that  case  as 
bearing  upon  the  present  instance,  bat 
that  was  ruled  to  be  irrelevant  there. 
Certainly  it  is  rather  remarkable  that  it 
should  be  ruled  irrelevant  before  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  that  yet  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
should  cite  that  instance  in  &voar  of 
what  they  propose  to  do.  My  Lords, 
this  is  not  a  matter,  surely,  which  ought 
to  be  decided  upon  mere  speculative 
grounds.  You  ought  not,  sorely,  to  run 
any  risk  of  serious  damage  (o  such  a 
&bric  as  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  unless 
you  are  quite  sure.  There  are  cases,  of 
coarse,  in  which  it  is  reasonable  to  say — 
"  Here  is  a  most  important  commercial 
nndertaking,  which  will  be  of  commer- 
cial advante^,  and  which  will  fiusilitate 
basiuess,  something  which  does  contri- 
bute largely  towards  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  city,  and,  therefore,  we 
must  run  a  little  risk,  and  if  there  be  a 
doabt  we  must  give  the  commercial 
undertaking  the  benefit  of  the  doubt." 
But  can  you  say  that  in  such  a  case  as 
this  ?  Surely,  if  there  be  a  doubt  in  this 
case,  my  Lords,  you  ought  to  give  the 
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benefit  of  that  doubt  to  the  Cathedral  of 
St.  Paul.  If  anything  were'  done  to 
wreck  that  great  monument  of  Christdan 
architecture,  can  we  conceive  any 
greater  discredit  to  the  Parliament  6E 
this  country  than  that  it  should  have 
consented  to  bring  very  serious  rain 
upon  such  a  structure,  in  order  that 
people  might  save  15  minutes  in  coming 
from  Bayswater  to  Cheapside  1  I  cannot 
conceive,  if  the  importance  of  the  matter 
is  duly  weighed,  that  those  who  really 
feel  the  gravify  of  so  dealing  with  such 
a  structure  will  be  willing  to  consent  to 
this  in  a  case  where,  certainly, 
we  have  no  distinct  proof  of 
safety,  but  where  we  have,  on  the 
contrary,  very  distinct  evidence  that  th» 
experiment  has  not  always  been  sucoess- 
fal,  and,  when  that  is  the  case,  it  is  too 
much  to  say  we  should  allow  such  an 
experiment  to  be  made  now  at  the  cost  of 
what  we  value  so  much,  of  what  we  admire 
so  highly,  and  of  what  we  look  upon  as 
one  of  the  glories  of  the  Metropolis  of 
England.  I  appeal  to  your  Lordships  to 
support  me  in  resisting  a  speculation 
which  may  have  such  disastrous  conse- 
quences as  this,  and  I  will  ask  anyone 
who  feels  disposed  to  vote  on  the  other 
side,  to  think  for  a  moment  what  he 
would  feel  if  this  Bill  were  to  pass  and 
he  were  a  year  hence  to  see  that  some- 
very  serious  damage  had  been  done  to 
our  great  cathedral,  seeing  that  he  him- 
self had  had  some  hand  in  allowing  it  to 
be  done.  I  appeal  specially  to  your 
Lordships  because  T  am  the  Bishop  of 
that  caithedral,  and  charged,  therefore, 
with  the  dufy  of  representing  its  fortunes 
in  this  House,  and  I  am  only  doing  xaj 
duty  to  the  very  best  of  my  very  imper- 
fect ability  in  stating  as  clear  a  case  as  I 
can  why  we  should  hesitate,  and  hesitate 
long,  before  we  agree  to  such  a  &tally- 
ha^rdous  experiment. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  oat  the 
word  "  now,"  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  the  words  "  this  day  six  months.'' 
— {The  Lord  Bithop  of  London.) 

•Viscount  POWEESCODRT:  My 
Lords,  the  opposition  of  the  r^ht  rev. 
Prelate  to  this  Bill  goes  to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill.  I  think  that  in  a  case  snob 
as  this,  as  the  right  rev.  Prelate  has  said, 
it  requires  great  consideration  ;  but  I 
think  your  Lordships  will  agree  that  it 
is  better  not  to  oppose  such  a  Bill  on  the 
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principle  inyolved  in  it.     In  snccessiTe 
Sessions  different  Bills  with  the  object  of 
improying  the  Metropolitan  andergronud 
commnnications  have  been  tlirown  ont 
on  varions  pleas.     In  one  year  objection 
yna  raised  on  acconnt  of  injury  to  the 
trees  in  Hyde  Park  alihoogh  the  rail- 
way was  to  mn  under  the  roadway  and 
50  feet  under  the  snr&ce.     In  this  case 
it  is  stated  that  the  nearest  point  of  the 
railway  will  be  250  feet  distant  from  the 
Cathedral.     I  should  doubt  yery  much  if 
any  settlement  of  earth  which  could  be 
caused  by  making  a  tunnel  at  that  dis- 
tance, could  possibly  affect   the  founda- 
tions of  that  magnificent  structure.  Your 
Lordships    all  know  perfectly  well  the 
extraordinary  way  in  which   the  great 
trafSo      of     London      has      increased, 
and  the    congestion    in   the    thorough- 
taxea     of    Piccadilly,     Oxford     Street, 
and      other    places      is    apparent      to 
everyone.    I   think    it    is    unneoessaiy 
to    say    more    to     show    the    absolute 
necessity  of  some  improvement  in  the 
means  of  the  railway  communication  in 
the  centre  of  the  Metropolis.   The  scheme 
has  been  strongly  supported  in  another 
place,  and  although,  of  course,  as  the 
right   rev.   Prelate   says,  we  have   not 
had  the  Bill  before  us  m  this  House  yet, 
still  I  think  that  there  is  a  strong  case 
for  reading  the  Bill  a  second  time,  and 
for  referring  it  to  a  Select  Committee. 
The  right  rev.  Prelate  cited  the  case  of 
a  church  in  Kennington,  where  he  says 
that  the  London  and  Southwark   sub- 
way went  close  to  it,  but  I  think  the 
distance  of  250  feet,  which  is  stated  to 
be  the  nearest  point  here  cannot  be  said 
to  be  very  close  to  the  Cathedral.     There 
is  no  Member  of  your  Lordships'  House 
who    would   be    more   unwilling    than 
myaelf  to  see  any  damage  done  to  our 
great  cathedral,  but  I  must  say  I  think 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  has  not  made  a 
case  of  throwing  out  the  Bill  on  Second 
Reading. 

•Thb  Bishop  or  CARLISLE :  My  Lords 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  for  the 
purpose  of  contributing  a  little  support 
from  my  own  experience  to  the  case 
made  by  the  right  rev.  Prelate.  For 
10  years  of  my  life  I  had  the  custody  of 
a  cathedral  not  so  important  as  that  of 
St.  Paul's,  still  one  of  our  most  glorious 
and  historic  cathedrals ;  I  mean  the 
cathedral  of  Ely.  It  so  happened  that 
about  35  years  ago,  I  think,  some  im- 


provements by  way  of  drainage   wers 
carried  out  in  the  city  of  Ely.     That  was 
a  great  improvement,  no  doubt,  to  the 
whole   town   and   for   the   comfort  and 
health  of  the   inhabitants ;    but   it    so 
happened  that    the    cathedral    of    Ely 
stands  upon  a  bed  of  sand,  and  the  sand 
being  saturated  with  water  very  much 
in  the  manner  that  has  been  described 
in  this  case  by  the  right  rev.  Prelate, 
the  effect  of  that  drainage  was,  among 
other  things,  to  let  out  a  great  deal  of 
the  water  from  the  sandy  stratum  and 
to  draw  away  the  water  from  underneath 
the   cathedral.     When  I  was  Dean  of 
Ely  Cathedral  we  had  a  great  deal  of 
trouble    with    regard    to    cracks    and 
evidences    of  settlement    appearing    in 
different    parts   of    the    cathedral.      I 
had   a  gooii    deal  to  do  with  the  ex- 
penditure in  underpinning  and  making 
good  the  defects  where  there  had   been 
subsidences,     and     there     was      very 
great    expenditure     entailed     by    the 
delicate  process  of  rebuilding  flying  but- 
tresses.    I  am  not  su£Bciently  scientific 
to  absolutely  state  the  truth  of  what  I 
now    suggest,    but   the    Clerk  of    the 
Works  who  had  charge   of  the   build- 
ing, and  in  whom  I  had  very  great  con- 
fidence, always  attributed  the  difficulties 
which  we  experienced  with  regard  to  the 
cathedral  to  the  fact  of  the  drainage, 
which  had  taken  place  a  few  years  be- 
fore.   I  think  myself  that  was  veiy  pro- 
bably the    cause.      Certainly  we    had 
settlements  and   cracks  in  the  building, 
which  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
and  no  other  cause  was  ever  suggested 
except  that  which   I  have  mentioned. 
Now,  I  think,  my  Lords,  the  phenomena 
which  we  experienced  in  Ely  were  exactly 
the  same  as  may  be  anticipated  here.    U 
you  drain  away   the    water    from  the 
strata  below,  you  will  drain  away  a  good 
deal  of  the  support,  and  have,  of  course, 
cracks  and  subsidences  iu  the  superin- 
cumbent edifice.    As  far  as  the  case  of 
the  cathedral  goes,  I  myself  feel  very 
much  disposed  to  support  the  right  reT. 
Prelate,  and  I  think  the  speech  which 
we  have  just  heard  from  a  noble  Lord 
tends  very  much  to  support  the  argu- 
ment which  preceded  it.     Because,  what 
did  the  noble  Lord  opposite  tell  us  f    He 
gave  us  figures  which  entirely  agreed 
with  those  mentioned  by  the  right  rev. 
Prelate,  and  all  he  did  in  addition  was 
to    say    that   he    doubted   very    maob 
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ihat  say  mischief  .could  happen.  We 
ought  not  to  allow  St.  Pattrs  Cathedral 
to  depend  upon  a  donbt ;  we  most  have 
certainty  or  something  very  mnch  ap- 
proctching  certainty,  before  we  can  con- 
sent that  the  grandest,  and,  in  some 
respects,  the  most  important  ecclesiastical 
building  in  the  kingdom,  a  building  with 
which  the  pride  of  the  nation  is  bound 
up  more  than  with  any  other,  should 
suffer  the  smallest  probability  of  having 
to  undergo  any  risk. 
•LoBD  SUDfiLBY:  My  Lords,  the 
Motion  of  the  right  rev.  Prelate  seems 
to  me  to  be  one  which  is  most  unusual 
upon  a  Bill  of  this  importance.  It  is.  I 
believe,  almost  without  precedent,  and  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  has  not  made  out  his  case.  My 
Lords,  what  are  the  facts  of  the  matter  f 
This  Bill  is  not  a  Bill  which  comes  up  to 
your  Lordships  for  the  first  time.  It  is 
a.  Bill  which  comes  up  from  the  other 
House,  having  been  thbroughly  in- 
vestigated in  Committee.  It  has 
been  most  thoroughly  debated  upon 
two  other  occasions,  and  certainly  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  your  Lordshaps  re- 
fuse to  allow  it  to  go  to  a  Committee 
yon  are  liable  to  be  charged  with  a  grave 
act  of  discourtesy,  and  I  venture  to 
think  it  will  be  a  course  which  it  would 
be  most  unusual  for  your  Lordships  to 
adopt.  The  right  rev.  Prelate  has 
undoubtedly  made  out,  from  his  point 
of  view,  a  strong  case.  He  has  spoken 
with  deep  conviction,  and  none  of 
your  Lordships  can  donbt  that  he  has 
done  so,  feeling  that  it  is  his  duty 
to  make  that  protest;  and  he  has 
made  out,  on  the  part  of  the  opponents, 
undoubtedly,  a  case  which,  if  it  is  true, 
is  very  strong.  But,  my  Lords,  it  does 
seem  to  me,  if  the  right  rev.  Prelate  is 
correct  in  all  his  views,  that  is  the  very 
reason  which  would  induce  your  Lord- 
ships to  send  it  to  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry.  Surely,  if  he  is  right,  in  his  own 
interest  and  in  the  interest  of  those 
who  oppose  the  Bill,  it  is  far  better  that 
the  matter  should  be  thoroughly 
threshed  out;  and  if  there  is  any 
danger  to  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  it  ahould 
be  shown  at  once,  and  then  we  shall 
hear  no  more  about  it.  But,  my  Loids, 
what  are  the  facts  of  the  matter  ?  The 
right  rev.  Prelate  has  based  his  opposi- 
tioii  entirely  on  the  g^und  that  there  is 
a  danger  to  St.  Paul's  from  the  con- 
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struction  of  this  railway.  This  question 
came  before  the  Committee  of  the  other 
House  ;  it  was  most  thoroughly  gone  into 
by  that  Committee,  and  they  had 
before  them  three  great  engineers,  Sir 
John  Fowler,  Sir  Benjamin  Baker,  and 
Mr.  Greathead.  Those  three  enginneera 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
danger  to  the  foundations  of  St.  Paul'a 
Cathedral.  The  right  rev.  Prelate  has  gone 
somewhat  into 'an  engineering  discourse. 
He  has  stated,  in  the  first  place,  that 
you  cannot  liken  this  in  any  way  to  the 
case  of  the  Metropolitan  District  Railway 
which  was  made  near  Westminster  Abbey. 
My  Lords,  it  is  somewhat  interesting  to 
remember  that  about  25  years  ago  in  that 
matter  a  very  similar  discussion  occurred. 
It  was  then  shown  that  the  Metropolitan 
District  Railway  would  be  constructed 
within  70  feet  of  Westminster  Abbey 
and  within  23  feet  of  Westminster 
Hospital,  and  that  enormous  danger 
would  accrue  to  the  foundations  of  those 
structures.  But  your  Lordships  are 
aware  that  no  harm  whatever  has  arisen. 
The  right  rev.  Prelate  says  that  was 
a  totally  different  case,  and  that,  in  that 
case,  the  Metropolitan  District  Railway 
was  only  constructed  at  a  very  shallow 
distance  from  the  surface,  whereas,  in 
this  case,  you  are  to  have  a  railway  55 
feet  below  the  surface,  and  that,  there- 
fore, there  is  very  great  danger  of  damage 
from  the  drainage  of  the  water.  But^  my 
Lords,if  you  are  to  consider  the  question  in 
that  light,  you  must  remember  the  facta 
of  the  case.  The  proposal  in  this  Bill  is 
not  that  you  should  go  into  any  stratum 
which  would  cause  danger,  but  that  you 
should  go  through  the  blue  clay.  The 
right  rev.  Prelate  speaks  of  the  tube 
through  which  this  railway  is  to  pass  as 
being  of  far  larger  diameter  than  the 
London  and  Southwark  Subway,  that, 
whereas  that  has  only  a  diameter  of  11 
feet,  this  is  to  be  a  tube  of  29  feet 
diameter.  Well,  my  Lords,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  think  the  right  rev.  Prelate  is 
entirely  wrong  in  his  statement.  The 
two  tubes  are  certainly  only  11  feet 
each  in  diameter.  Though  I  think 
there  is  very  little  necessity  for  me  to 
go  into  the  facts,  still,  as  the  right 
rev.  Prelate  has  mentioned  this 
matter  I  think  I  ought  to  make 
some  reference  to  it.  My  Lords^ 
the   proposal    under    this   Bill   is  thsfc 
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the  tailway  shoald  go  within  250  feet  at 
its  nearest  point  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral ; 
not  70  feet,  as  it  was  in  the  case  of  the 
Metropolitan  District  Railway  in  regard 
to  Westminster  Abbey.  Yon  have  the 
highest  engineering  authorities  saying 
there  is  nut  the  slightest  danger.  My 
Lords,  I  think  that  shows,  at  any  rate, 
there  is  another  side  to  the  qnestion, 
whether  right  or  wrong  I  will  not  say, 
bat  it  certainly  shows  there  is  another 
aspect  of  the  qaestion  which  jnstifies  an 
investigation  before  one  of  your  Lord- 
ships' Committees.  The  noble  Lord  who 
spoke  before  me  referred  to  the  con- 
gestion of  the  traffic.  The  whole  object 
of  this  Bill  is  to  relieve  the  congested 
traflSc  in  this  great  Metropolis.  There 
can  be  no  doabt,  as  probably  any  of  yonr 
Lordships  who  take  an  interest  in  the 
matter  are  aware,  that  the  traffic  in 
London  is  growing  to  a  most  fearfal 
extent.  Thennmber  of  omnibns^s  and 
cabs,  which  are  increasing  day  by  day, 
has  become  a  great  danger  to  all  pedes- 
trians; and  I  think,  if  there  were  no 
other  ground  for  supporting  this  Bill, 
yonr  lordships  would  hardly  refuse  to 
give  it  a  Second  Beading  when  you  con- 
sider that  important  point.  I  think 
it  must  be  admitted  that  everyone  who 
has  watched  the  growth  of  our  traffic 
must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  before 
long  we  must  either  have  overhead 
railway  accommodation  or  further  under- 
ground railway  communication.  What 
I  venture  to  suggest  to  your  Lordships  is 
this  :  that  come  what  may,  this  Bill  should 
now  be  read  a  second  time,  and  that  it 
should  then  be  referred  to  one  of  your 
Lordships'  Committees,  where  the  measure 
can  be  thoroughly  threshed  out. 
•The  Bishop  op  LONDON:  I  should 
like  to  say  when  I  mentioned  that  the 
diameter  of  the  tunnel  was  to  be  29 
feet,  I  meant  that  it  would  be  so  at  the 
station  and  that  the  excavation  for  the 
siation,and  shafts  would  be  an  additional 
danger  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  station 
would  be,  as  regards  distance,  an  addition 
to  the  tunnel. 

Thb  Eael  or  MORLET:  I  am 
sure  your  Lordships  will  not  be  sur-' 
prised  at  the  objection  which  has  been 
taken  by  the  right  rev.  Prelate,  who 
watches  over  the  fabric  of  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral,  or  that  he  has  taken  the 
somewhat  unusual  c  mrse  of  moving  the 
jrejection  of  the  Second  Reading  of  this 


Bill  from  a  strict  sense  of  duty.  I  quite 
sympathise  with,  and  I  am  sure  your 
Lordships  will  share  in,  his  anxiety  to 
protect  the  grand  fabric  of  that  Cathedral 
from  every  risk  of  danger.  But,  my 
Lords,  the  question  is,  are  we  in  a  posi- 
tion to  judge  whether  this  is  a  risk  or 
nott  I  listened  to  the  rev.' Prelate's 
speech  and  to  the  testimony  that  he 
produced  to  your  Lordships.  All  that, 
no  doubt,  is  very  interesting  engineering 
and  geol(^ical  evidence,  which  cannot 
be  tested  here,  but  which  could  be 
tested  before  one  of  those  tribunals  to 
which  your  Lordships  refer  Bills  of  this 
description.  I  will  not  express  the 
slightest  opinion  as  to  the  validity  or  in- 
validity of  the  reasons  which  the  right 
rev.  Prelate  has  alleged  for  saying  that 
the  construction  of  such  a  railway  would 
be  a  risk  to  the  fabric  of  St.  Paul's ;  but 
I  do  maintain  very  strongly  that  it 
would  not  be  right  for  the  House  to 
diverge  from  its  usual  practice  on  this 
occasion  and  to  reject  this  Bill  on  Second 
Reading  without  giving  both  the  pro- 
moters and  opponents  of  it  an  oppor. 
tunity  of  being  heard  before  a  Select 
Committee.  The  Bill  was  fought  very 
thoroughly  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons; a  Committee  of  that  House  sat 
very  nearly  a  month,  I  think,  consider- 
ing it,  and  then  the  Bill  was  sent  up 
with  certain  Amendments  and  certain 
safeguards,  as  was  considered,  to  your 
Lordships'  House.  1  do  not  for  a 
moment  anticipate  what  the  decision  of 
a  Select  Committee  might  be,  whether  it 
might  conclude  to  pass  the  Bill  or  not, 
or,  if  it  did  pass  the  Bill,  whether  or 
not  it  might  think  fit  to  introduce 
certain  other  safeguards  in  it ;  but  this 
I  do  say,  that  it  would  be  a  very  un- 
fortunate course  to  take,  especially  after 
what  has  occurred  in  another  place,  if 
yonr  Lordships  did  not  give  an  oppor- 
tunity for  further  investigation. 

*Thb  Earl  of  MEATH:  My  Lords,  I 
am  sure  we  must  all  sympathise  with  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  who  has  introduced 
this  Motion.  The  right  rev.  Prelate  is 
at  the  head  of  the  Diocese  of  London,  and 
not  only  is  he  at  the  head  of  the  Diocese 
of  London,  but  he  is  a  very  eminent 
leader  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  he 
would  not  have  been  performing  his  duty 
if  he  had  not,  with  the  feeUng  which  he 
entertains,  brought  this  question  to  your 
Lordships'  notice.      But,  my  Lords,   I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1807        Central  London 


{LORDS} 


HaUtoay  Bill. 


1308 


doabt  very  much  whether  he  has  proved 
his  case.  I  myself  think  he  has  not  done 
so,  and  the  only  point  in  which  I  differ 
from  my  noble  IViend  Lord  Sndeley  is 
that  Lord  Sndeley  said  he  thought  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  had  made  out  a  strong 
case.  Now,  I  cannot  make  out  how  Lord 
Sndeley  could  say  that  he  had  made  out 
a  strong  case,  inasmuch  as  the  right 
rev.  Prelate  has  not  given  ns  a  single 
engineering  authority  to  bear  out  what 
he  has  stated.  He  has  referred  to  the 
opinions  of  eminent  architects ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  promoters  of  this 
Bill  have  brought  forward  as  evidence 
the  opinions  of  two  of  the  greatest  en- 
gineers the  world  knows  —  Sir  John 
Fowler  and  Sir  Benjamin  Baker.  Those 
men  would  not  risk  their  reputation — a 
reputation  which  is  dear  to  them — by 
teUing  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  there  is  not  the  smallest 
danger  in  what  the  company  propose  to 
do  if  they  had  thought  there  was  danger. 
Sir  Benjamin  Baker  went  so  far  as  to  say 
that  even  if  there  were  an  open  cutting 
made  there  would  be  no  danger  to  the 
foundations  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  My 
Lords,  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  about 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral  being  erected  on 
sand  and  gravel  strata.  But  the  pro- 
moters tell  us  that  the  tunnel  is  to  run 
through  the  clay  below.  If  the  argu- 
ments of  the  right  rev.  Prelate  are  worth 
anything,  they  would  go  to  show  that 
the  deeper  the  tunnel  is  driven  the 
greater  is  the  dangtr  to  be  apprehended. 
He  told  us  there  was  a  parallel  instance 
in  the  case  of  the  Metropolitan  District 
Rwlway  running  near  Westminster 
Abbey  ;  but  that  it  was  so  near  ihe  sur- 
face that  no  danger  had  been  incurred, 
and  that,  in  &ct,  the  danger  increases 
with  the  depth  to  which  you  go.  I 
am  unable  to  give  an  opinion  upon 
this  question ;  but  I  do  not  think  your 
Lordships  are  able  to  give  an  opinion 
upon  it  either.  The  whole  question  is 
one  which  I  think  ought  to  be  discussed 
in  Committee,  and  not  in  this  Houss. 
We  ought  to  have  before  that  Committed 
the  evidence  of  the  greatest  engineers' 
we  can  find,  and,  of  course,  if  it  can  be 
proved  to  the  Committee  that  there  is 
danger  to  the  structure  of  the  Cathedral, 
there  is  no  one,  I  suppose,  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House  who  would  not  immediately 
▼ote  for  throwing  out  the  Bill.  But  I 
say  it  would  be  wrong  for  this  House  to 
The  Earl  of  Meath 


go  directly  in  the  &ce  of  what  was  done 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  there 
was  no  Division  even  taken  upon  it. 
Its  opponents  were  so  few  that  there 
was  not,  I  believe,  a  third  person  in 
the  House  to  oppose  it.  My  Lords, 
greater  means  of  communication  are 
wanted  in  this  Metropolis.  We  have 
only  to  go  along  Oxford  Street  to  see  the 
congested  state  of  the  traffic  there. 
There  are  only  three  ways  of  relieving  it. 
One  is  by  overhead  communication,  aa 
they  have  in  New  York,  which  I  do  not 
think  would  be  permitted  in  this  Metro- 
polis. Some  of  your  Lordships  may  have 
travelled  by  the  overhead  railway  in 
New  York,  and,  though  it  may  be  ex- 
ceedingly convenient  to  those  who  may 
desire  to  travel  by  it,  it  undoubtedly 
lowers  the  value  of  the  houses  below 
and  makes  privacy  impossible  in  them. 
I  am  perfectly  certain  that  the  shop- 
keepers in  Oxford  Street,  who,  as  I 
understand,  are  now  opposing  this  Bill, 
would  be  the  last  to  desire  to 
have  a  railway  passing  down  their 
thoroughfare ;  we  know  that  the  road. 
is  already  so  very  much  congested  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  cabs 
and  omnibuses  to  pass  along  it. 
If  neither  overhead  nor  sur&oe  com- 
munication are  available  to  us,  the  only 
way  of  relieving  the  traffic  is  by  an 
underground  raUway.  The  populatioii 
of  London  has  increased  during  the  last 
24  years  some  60  per  cent.,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  the  number  of  passengers  who 
travel  annually  has  increased  some  700 
per  cent.  The  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  were  quite  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  proceeding  with  great 
caution,  and  they  put  into  the  Bill  a 
clause  by  which  no  action  was  to  be 
taken,  and,  indeed,  no  money  was  to  be 
raised  until  three  months  after  the  City 
and  Southwark  subway  had  been  com- 
pleted, BO  that  there  might  be  some  ex- 
perience obtained  before  any  steps  were 
taken  to  make  this  underground  railway. 
I  should  have  liked  individually  if  the 
Committee  had  forced  the  company  to  pay 
some  compensation  foi  the  monopoly  M 
the  sub-soil,  but  that  is  a  matter  for  Gom- 
Vnittee,  and  therefore  is  one  which  I  will 
net  introduce  here.  I  think,  also,  that 
thd  arguments  of  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
wen)  entirely  argumente  which  ought 
to  have  been  introduced  in  Committee, 
and  %  hope,  therefore,  your  Lordships 
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will  not  assent  to  the  Motion  of  the 
right  rev.  Prelate. 

Thb  lord  president  or  thb 
COUNCIL  (Viaconnt  Ceanbbook):  My 
Lords,  the  question  before  yonr  Lord- 
ships is  so  interesting  and  important, 
that  perhaps  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
suggesting  a  course  which,  if  taken, 
might  possibly  meet  the  views  of 
all  the  Members  of  your  Lordships' 
House.  It  seems  to  me  that,  besides 
the  interested  parties  in  this  matter, 
if  one  may  call  them  so — that  is  to  say, 
those  who  have  the  custody  of  the 
Cathedral — there  is  a  very  large  interest 
outside  among  the  public,  who  have  a 
great  regard  for  that  building  as  an 
ornament  and  grace  to  the  Metropolis. 
It  seems  to  me,  if  we  let  this  Bill  go  in  the 
ordinary  course  before  a  Committee  ;  if 
that  Committee  were  called  upon  to 
make  a  special  Report  to  us,  in  case  they 
may  find  that  the  Bill  may  be  safely 
psMed  without  fear  of  harm  being  done 
to  St.  Paul's  Cathedra],  they  should  lay 
before  us  the  grounds  on  which  they  have 
come  to  that  conclusion.  At  present  we 
are  discussing  the  Bill  entirely  in  the 
dark.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  what 
passed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  nor 
have  I  had  the  means  of  making  myself 
acquainted  with  it,  and  I  suppose  none 
of  your  Lordships  are  in  a  better  position 
in  that  respect  than  myself.  I  am  quite 
sure,  however,  that  if  we  had  the  Report 
of  a  Committee  before  us,  we  could  then 
judge  whether  or  not  the  grounds  on 
which  the  Committee  had  proceeded 
were  such  'as  we  could  endorse  or 
approve,  and  in  that  way  we  should  be 
able  to  vote  with  knowledge  on  the 
Third  Reading.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  Committee  of  your  Lordships'  House 
should  conclude  that  there  was  no 
ground  for  going  on  with  the  raUway, 
and  if  they  saw  no  reason  to  pass  the 
Preamble,  the  Bill  would  not  come  back 
to  us.  But  if  it  does  come  back,  it  is 
very  desirable,  I  think,  that  it  should 
come  back  upon  a  Special  Report  upon 
which  the  House  could  act  with  know- 
ledge. 
•Ita  EiBL  or  DERBY :  My  Lords,  in 
rising  to  support  what  has  been  said  by 
the  noble  Viscount  opposite,  with  regard 
to  referring  the  Bill,  I  would  only 
suggest  that  it  does  not  require  a  special 
Beport  from  the  Committee.  What  I 
think  would  answer  all  purposes  is,  that 


there  should  be  an  Order  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  evidence  before  it,  in- 
cluding the  printed  notes  of  the 
arguments,  should  be  circulated  among 
the  Members  of  this  House,  and  in  that 
way  we  should  have  the  whole  case 
before  us  and  be  able  to  form  a  judgment 
upon  it. 

•Earl  FORTESCUE  :  My  Lords,  I  onljr 
wish  to  say  a  few  wonls  upon  this 
Motion.  Many  years  ago,  when  there 
were  urgent  whips  and  great  canvassing 
among  Members  of  Parliament  for  the 
purpose  of  passing  or  rejecting  Bills  on 
Second  Reading — Railway  Bills  particu- 
larly— and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  the  private  business  of  the 
other  House,  I  had  the  honour  of  being  a 
member  of  that  Committee.  At  this 
distance  of  time  I  have  the  liveliest 
recollection  of  the  impression  which  I 
then  carried  away;  that  is,  how  extremely 
undesirable  it  was  that,  except  in  cases 
where  the  clearest  principles  were  at 
stake  for  either  House  of  Parliament  to 
attempt  to  discuss  points  of  engineering 
science,  or  to  deal  with  matters  which 
could  only  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
before  a  Committee.  The  evils  of 
the  other  system  are  palpable,  and 
the  conclusion  which  I  entreat  your 
Lordships  to  come  to  is,  as  there  is  no 
question  of  principle  involved  here,  to 
give  this  Bill  a  Second  Reading,  and 
then  to  let  it  go  before  one  of  your 
Lordships'  Committees,  where  it  can  be 
freely  discussed  and  scrutinised  and 
evidence  taken  upon  it. 

•Thi  BtSHOP  or  LONDON :  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  know  that  I  should  not  be 
wise  to  accept  the  advice  of  the  noble 
Viscount  to  refer  the  BUI  for  a  special 
Report  as  to  the  absence  of  danger.  I 
should,  of  conrse,  reserve  to  myself  the 
right  of  opposing  the  further  progress  of 
the  Bill,  if  it  should  appear  to  me  that 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  was  not 
quite  in  accordance  with  the  wisest 
coarse. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  House) 
withdrawn  :  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed : 
The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection. 

HEUGOLAND. 

QUESTION. — OBSERVATIONS. 

The  EiBL  or  ROSEBERY :  My  Lords, 
I    desire    to  ask  the    noble    Marquess 
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a  question  of  which  I  have  given  him 
private  notice.  I  understand  it  is  not 
his  intention  to  make  any  statement  to 
the  House  to-day  with  reference  to 
the  Agreement,  published  in  yesterday's 
papers,  which  has  taken  place  between 
this  country  and  Germany  in  regard  to 
the  cession  of  Heligoland.  I  under- 
stand that  he  is  not  in  a  position 
to  make  a  complete  statement  on  the 
subject  to-day ;  and,  that  being  so,  I 
would  venture  to  ask  him  the  question 
for  the  purpose  of  obbMnfng  informa- 
tion. It  is  this  —  Has  he,  before 
agreeing  to  ihe  cession  of  Heligoland, 
oonsulteid  the  Military  and  Naval  Authori- 
ties in  regard  to  the  expediency  of  such 
cession  ?  I  would  further  ask  him  if  any 
steps  have  been  taken,  or  are  in  contem- 
plation, to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the 
Heligolanders  themselves  with  regard  to 
that  transfer  ?  I  would  also  ask,  though 
I  have  not  given  the  noble  Marquess  notice 
of  the  question  and  therefore  he  will  deal 
with  it  as  he  thinks  best,  when  and  where 
the  Heligoland  Transfer  Bill  will  be  intro- 
duced, and  when  we  may  expect  to  have 
further  Papers  on  the  subject? 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  SEC- 
RETARY OF  STATE  TOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Sausbubt)  : 
My  Lords,  with  respect  to  the  first  6f  the 
questions  of  the  noble  Earl,  I  have  to  reply 
that  before  coming  to  the  decision  which 
we  have  communicated  to  your  Lordships 
we  made  ourselves  acquainted  with  the 
opinions  of  those  professional  advisers 
who  were  in  a  position  to  give  us  advice 
upon  the  subject.  The  matter  is  more 
naval  1  should  say  than  military.  There 
are  certain  military  points,  but  the  naval 
question  is  the  predominant  one.  With 
respect  to  t!ie  second  question  of  the 
noble  Elarl,  my  answer  must  be  in  the 
negative.  The  plebiscite  is  not  among 
the  traditions  of  this  country.  We  have 
not  taken  a  jilibiscite,  and  I  see  no  neces- 
sity for  doing  so.  At  the  same  time,  we 
have  good  ground  for  believing  that  if 
there  has  been  expressed  in  past  times 
any  objection  on  the  part  of  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Heligoland  to  this  transfer, 
it  has  been  mainly  connected  with  the  fear 
of  a  conscription;  and  if  the  noble  Earl  will 
read  the  Despatch  which  has  been  laid 
upon  the  Table  he  will  observe  that 
we  have  taken  the  precaution  to  stipu- 
late that  no  person  alive  at  the 
time  of  the  oession  shall  be  subject 
The  Earl  of  Rosehery 


to  obligatory  military  or  naval 
service.  With  r^^rd  to  the  third 
question  of  the  noble  Earl  as  to  the 
introduction  of  the  Bill,  I  thought  it 
would  have  been  introduced  into  iiie 
House  of  Commons,  but  I  see  no 
objection  to  introducing  it  into  this 
House.  I  doubt  whether  it  can  be  laid 
on  the  Table  until  the  Gonventian  is 
signed,  because  naturally  the  Bill 
must  i«fer  to  that.  The  Bill  is 
necessarily  a  short  one.  With  respect 
to  Pi^rs,  I  do  not  know  what  Papers 
the  noble  Earl  speaks  of;  bat,  of 
course,  any  papers  that  we  are  able  to 
lay  before  the  House  we  shall  be  happy 
to  place  upon  the  Table.  I  preeome 
the  Convention  is  the  principcd  Paper. 

HEEEING   FISHERY    (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1889)  AMENDMENT  BILL.-(No.  76.) 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 

amendments  agreed  to. 

CLERGY  DISCIPLINE  (IMMOEAUTT) 
BILL. 
A  Bill  for  better  enforcing  church 
discipline  in  the  case  of  crimes  and  other 
offences  against  morality — was  presented 
by  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury; 
read  1* ;  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  134.) 

SHERIFFS  (ASSIZES  EXPENSES)  BILL. 
An  Act  respecting  the  expenses  of 
High  SherifEs  in  connection  with  aasizes— 
Was  presented  by  the  Earl  Camperdown ; 
read  1* ;  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  135.) 

SETTLED  LAND  BILL.— (No.  99.) 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

LOBD  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
need  detain  your  Lordships  but  a  few 
moments  in  moving  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill,  because  it  is  so  much  a 
matter  of  detail  that  no  doubt  it  wiD 
have  to  be  considered  in  Committee.  I 
should  imagine  there  will  be  no  objection 
to  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill.  It 
has  been  prepared  by  the  Incorporated 
Law  Society,  and  is  the  result  of  tbe 
experience  which  has  been  obtained  in 
the  working  of  the  Settled  Land  Act-. 
Certain  questions  have  arisen  which  it 
is  desirable  to  settle,  and  it  is  considered 
expedient  to  g^ve  several  powers  whidi 
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were  not  given  iatite  first  instsnce ;  bat 
none  of  them  are  matters  of  veiy 
great  gravity,  or  make  any  oonsiderable 
change  in  the  law.  I  do  not  propose  to 
take  your  Lordships  through  every  dasse 
in  the  Bill,  bat  merely  to  mention  its 
prinoipal  provisions.  Doabts  have  arisen 
where  a  rent-charge  oa  the  disentail- 
ment  of  an  estate  is  created  in  favonr 
of  an  eldest  son  when  he  is  a  disentailing 
party,  whether  that  instrnment  is  to  be 
considered  for  the  porposes  of  the 
Settled  Land  Act  as  constituting  one  in- 
fltmment,  together  with  the  settlement 
proper,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  regarded 
as  an  incombrance.  I  think  there  is  no 
doubt  it  was  intended  to  be  treated  as 
part  of  the .  settlement ;  bat  doabt  has 
arisen,  and  the  1st  clause  to  which  I 
will  refer,  Clause  4  of  the  Bill,  removes 
that  doabt,  and  provides  that  it  shall  be 
treated  as  one  instrument.  Under  the 
Settled  Land  Act  there  is  power  on  a 
sale  nnder  the  Act  to  reserve  an  ease- 
ment, bat  there  is  no  power  to  do  so 
when  it  is  an  exchange  or  partition,  and 
not  a  sale.  The  same  power  is  now 
reserved  equally  in  that  case.  The  next 
provision  is  to  enable  a  tenant  for  life  to 
carry  ont  a  contract  which  has  been 
entcH«d  into  by  his  predecessor  in  title. 
Before  the  transaction  can  be  carried 
out  nnder  the  contract,  a  sale  may  be 
made  ;  bat,  pending  its  completion,  if  the 
vendor  dies  the  proceedings  would  at 
present  have  to  be  taken  all  over  again. 
Under  this  clause  power  is  given  to  con- 
tinne  the  proceedings  and  to  convey  the 
estate.  Then  the  next  provision  makes 
this  alteration  :  At  present  a  lease  can 
only  be  granted  by  the  tenant  for  life 
after  notice  has  been  given  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  settlement.  The  7th  clause  in 
the  Bill  enables  a  lease,  if  it  is  for  21 
years  or  less  and  at  a  rack-rent,  to  be 
made  by  tiie  tenant  for  life  without 
notice  to  the  Trustees.  Then  there  is 
a  provision  relating  to  the  mansion 
house.  Your  Lordships  are  aware  that 
there  is  an  exception  from  the  power  of 
the  tenant  for  life  to  sell  under  the 
Settled  Land  Act  in  that  respect; 
he  is  unable  to  seU  the  mansion 
boose.  The  9th  clause  leaves  that 
generally  untonched,  but  it  provides — 

"Where  a  house  is  asaally  oconpied  as  a  farm- 
hoaae,  or  where  the  site  of  any  house  and  the 
pleasure  grounds  and  park  and  lands  (if  any) 
ntoally  «oenpi6d  therevith  do  not  together 


exceed  one  hundred  acres  in  extent,  the  house 
is  not  to  be  deemed  a  principal  mansion  house 
within  the  meaning  of  this  section." 

The  next  provision  is  one  on  which 
some  question  may  possibly  be  raised. 
At  present  the  tenant  for  life  can  sell 
land  that  is  settled  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pending the  money  for  which  the  land  is 
so  sold  upon  improvements  as  defined  by 
the  Settled  Land  Act.  The  10th  ckioae 
of  the  Bill  proposes  to  enable  a  tenant 
for  life  to  raise  money  by  mortgage  for 
those  same  purpose  instead  of  selling  a 
portion  of  the  estate.  Sometimes  the 
sum  required  is  very  small,  and  the 
difficulty  of  selling  a  small  portion  of  the. 
estate  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the 
necessary  money  is  great.  It  would  be 
a  very  considerable  convenience  to  the 
tenant  for  life,  and  an  advantage  to  the 
estate  itself  if  such  sum  could  be  raised  by 
mortgage,  instead  of  by  the  sale  of  a 
portion  of  the  real  estate.  It  does  not  alter 
the  mode  in  which  the  money  is  to  be  ap- 
plied. It  would  be  useful  also  for  another 
parpose.  At  present,  if  there  are  mort- 
g^ages  and  charges  upon  an  estate,  a 
tenant  for  life  may  sell  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  them  ofP,  but  he  could  not  re- 
morigage  the  estate  for  the  purpose  of 
consolidating  the  mortgages  and,  perhaps^ 
raising  the  money  required  for  the 
purpose  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest 
than  that  payable  under  the  existing 
mortgages.  Your  Lordships  are  aware 
that  many  estates  may  be  charged  with 
mortgages  bearing  interest  considerably 
in  excess  of  the  rate  at  which  borrowing 
could  now  take  place,  nevertheless  the 
tenant  for  life  is  precluded  from  making 
a  fresh  borrowingfor  the  purpose  of  paying 
off  mortgages,  though  he  could  do  so  at  a 
lower  rate  of  interest.  This  clause  is 
intended  to  give  him  that  power.  Then, 
the  next  provision  is  merely  a  matter  of 
machinery,  and  I  need  not  trouble  your 
Lordships  with  it.  The  12th  clause 
extends  in  some  measure  the  improver 
ments  upon  which  settled  money  may 
be  upended ;  one  is  the  construction  o£ 
bridges  which  are  necessary  for  the 
parpose  of  the  estate,  which  are  not  now 
included  ;  and  the  next  provision  enables 
the  money  to  be  expended  in  patting 
the  estate  into  a  condition  in  whicdi  it 
may  reasonably  be  let  to  the  best 
advantage.  Then  the  13th  clause 
enables  the  Court,  if  it  thinks  fit,  where 
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money  has  been  paid  into  Court,  to 
ordo-  payment  of  it  ont  to  the  Trustees. 
At  present,  when  money  onoe  gets  into 
Conrt,  it  cannot  be  got  out  again ;  whereas, 
under  this  provision,  the  Conrt  may  order 
it  if  it  thinks  fit.  There  is  only  one  other 
olaiiae  with  which  I  need  tronble  your 
Ijordahips.  That  provides  that  where 
there  are  no  Trustees  of  the  settlement 
witltin  the  meaning  of  the  Act  the 
persons  here  named  shall  be  the  Trustees. 
The  persons  named  in  the  Bill  are  those 
irho^  when  application  is  made  to  the 
Court,  are  the  people  who  would  be 
a^qtointed.  This  provision  is  only  to 
Bare  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the 
Gonrt  in  each  case  to  appoint  Trustees, 
and  it  does  not  make  any  substantial 
dhange.  It  is  only  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  the  expense  of  an  application 
to  the  Court.  Now,  those  are  all  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  with  which  I  need 
trouble  your  Lordships.  No  doubt  they 
will  have  to  receive  more  consideration 
when  in  Committto,  and  I  trust  your 
LtKdships  will  give  the  Bill  a  Second 
Beading. 

•Thk  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  with 
regard  to  the  greater  part  of  this  Bill,  I 
am  entirely  in  accord.  I  think  a  great 
many  of  its  provisions  will  be  useful 
amendments  of  the  law.  But  there  is 
one  matter  which  I  should  like  to  refer 
to  for  a  moment  in  regard  to  the  10th 
section  of  the  Bill.  That  seems  to  me 
to  be  absolutely  inconsistent  with  the 
whole  policy  of  the  Settled  Land  Act. 
By  that  Act,  as  your  Lordships  are  no 
doubt  aware,  the  tenant  for  life  may, 
acting,  as  it  were,  for  the  person  next  in 
remainder,  because  he  is  improving  the 
estate  for  him,  sell  portions  ^  the  estate 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money  to 
enaUe  him  to  carry  out  improvements. 
But  the  policy  of  allowing  a  tenant  for 
life  to  mortgage  for  such  purposes 
appears  to  me  to  raise  very  sarious 
questions  indeed,  and  I  doubt  whether 
■o  great  on  alteration  should  be 
made  except  upon  a  full  discussion  of 
the  qnestion  after  the  Bill  has  been 
nterred  to  Committee.  It  appears  to 
me  there  are  plenty  of  purposes  for 
which  a  tenant  for  life  may  improve 
the  estate,  and  he  has  power  to  raise 
money  by  sale  for  that  purpose  ;  but 
tlu*  Bill  would  give  additional  powers 
LordBencheU 


which  ought  to  be  very  carefully 
considered  before  your  Lordships  agree 
that  the  tenant  for  life  should  be 
able,  not  only  to  sell  part  of  the 
estate  so  that  the  next  in  remainder 
shall  come  into  possession  of  an  improved 
property,  an  estate  increased  in  value, 
but  that  the  next  in  remainder  may 
possibly  find  he  has  come  into  posseBsion 
of  an  estate  encumbered  by  mortgages, 
which,  if  he  could  have  been  consulted, 
he  would  not  have  agreed  to.  That,  my 
Lords,  seems  to  me  to  raise  a  serious 
question  of  principle  which  your  Ixwd- 
ships  should  look  at  and  con- 
sider carefully  apart  from  any 
question  upon  mere  details ;  and  I 
should  think  that  the  proper  time  to  do 
so  would  bo  when  the  BUI  comes  back, 
if  the  Bill  should  come  back  from  the 
Committee  unamended  in  that  respect 
It  would  be  then  for  your  Lordships,  sit- 
ting in  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
consider  that  question. 

•Eakl  BEAUCHAMP  :  My  Lords,  I 
should  like,  as  an  ignorant  and  humble 
layman,  to  ask  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  for  a  little  information  with 
regard  to  the  9th  clause.  Sub-section  3. 
That  clause  appears  to  exempt  from  the 
restrictions  originally  imposed  by  the 
Settled  Land  Act,  1882,  two  classes  of 
houses ;  one  where  a  bouse  is  .usnally 
occupied  as  a  &rmbouse,  and  the  other 
where  the  site  of  any  house  and  the 
pleasure  grounds,  and  park,  and 
lands  usually  occupied  therewith,  do  not 
together  exceed  100  acres  in  exteni 
When  that  is  the  case,  as  I  read  the  Bill, 
those  two  classes  of  houses  are  capable 
of  being  sold,  at  the  will  of  the  tenant 
for  life.  If  that  be  the  right  interpreta- 
tion, it  appears  to  me  this  Bill  strikes  at 
the  root  of  the  restrictions  imposed  in 
the  Settled  Land  Act  of  1882.  There 
may  b6  great  ambiguity  in  the  words 
"usually  occupied  as  a  farmhouse.' 
The  tenant  for  life  may  be  on  bad  terms 
with  his  heir ;  he  may  waste  the 
estate,  and  may  cause  the  mausion  house 
to  be  occupied  as  a  farmhouse ;  and  that 
may  go  on  for  a  long  period,  for  his  life 
may  not  be  a  short  one.  So  much  for 
the  words  "  usually  occupied  as  a  farm- 
house." Then  the  second  categfory  seems 
to  me  to  be  still  more  objectioDable.  It 
is,  I  think,  very  insidious,  because  it 
provides  that  this  may  be  done — 
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"  When  the  site  of  any  house,  and  the 
pleasure  grounds,  and  park,  and  lands  (if  any) 
nsoally  occapied  therewith  do  not  together 
exceed  100  acres  in  ettent." 

My  Lords,  I  do  not  know  the  exact 
acreage  of  the  rarions  porks  throughout 
tbe  conntry ;  hut  there,  again,  it  wonld 
be  open  to  the  tenant  for  life,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  to  reduce  the  size  of  his  park, 
and  then,  when  that  reduction  has  been 
made  and  has  existed  for  a  greater  or 
longer  period,  that  is  also  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  o^egory  of  a  principal  mansion 
hooae  within  the  meaning  of  the  original 
Act,  so  as  to  deal  with  that  portion  of  the 
property  without  consulting  the  wishes 
of  those  entitled  in  remainder.  My 
Lords,  if  I  am  right  in  my  interpretation 
of  this  clause,  tibe  number  of  mansion 
houses  which  would  be  left  unaffected 
in  regard  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  Settled  Land  Act,  would  be  so  smtJl 
that  it  would  be  better  to  repeal  those 
provisions  altogether  than  to  leave  them 
in  existence  as  provisions  which  are 
altogether  illusory.  I  may  be  wrong,  of 
coarse,  in  this;  but  it  appears  to  me 
there  is  no  such  source  of  danger  as 
there  being  supposed  to  exist  a  protect- 
tion  which  is  illusory.  If  my  inter- 
pretation is  correct,  this  clause,  though 
it  may  seem  thoroughly  satisfactory 
upon  paper,  yet,  when  tested  by  the 
rapacity  which  does  sometimes  exist 
in  the  case  of  a  tenant  for  life,  and 
which  must  ex  hypothesi  exist,  will 
really  prove  very  mischievous,  and  render 
the  protection  which  is  supposed  to 
be  given  of  no  value  at  all.  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  hear  from  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  that  I  am  mistaken  in 
my  interpretation ;  but  if  I  am  not,  then 
I  think  it  would  be  a  far  more  straight- 
forward coarse  to  move  at  once  for  the 
repeal  of  the  restrictions  in  this  respect 
under  the  Settled  Land  Act,  rather  than 
to  leave  laymen  under  the  impression 
that  they  enjoy  a  security  which  it 
will  be  found  they  really  do  not  enjoy 
as  against  a  hostile  tenant  for  life. 

The  Maequbss  op  SALISBUBT  :  My 
Lords,  I  think  it  says  very  much  for  the 
hamiUty  of  human  nature,  considering 
that  we  are  all,  or  nearly  all  of  us, 
tenants  for  life,  to  find  what  a  deep 
distrust  we  seem  to  have  of  people  in 
that  position.  We  appaar  to  consider 
that  they  are  always  about,  or  are  willing, 
to  commit  some  great  crime,  but  I  think 


tenants  for  life  are  a  better  class,  on  the 
whole,  than  my  noble  Friend  Bar! 
Beauchamp  may  think.  What  I  wish  to 
ask  the  nobl;  and  learned  Lord  opposite 
is,  whether  there  are  any  means  of  de- 
fining what  comes  under  the  description 
of  pleasure  grounds  and  park.  I  have 
often,  myself,  seen  cases  where,  if  tibe 
grass  in  a  man's  park  is  not  going  on  well, 
he  will  put  it  under  turnips.  Does  ii 
cease  to  be  a  park  then  ?  Viewing  the 
matter  in  that  way,  the  limitation 
appears  to  be  one  that  nobody  could 
rely  upon,  and,  I  think,  might  mislead. 

Lord  HEBSGHELL  :  My  Loids,  with 
reference  to  the  question  which  has 
been  asked  by  the  noble  Earl,  I  would 
first  state,  generajly,  what  the  object  of 
this  section  is.  The  language  of  the 
Settled  Land  Act  is,  that  "  it  is  not  to 
apply  to  the  principal  mansion  house  (if 
any)  or  the  settled  land."  That,  ob- 
viously, was  not  intended  to  cover  every 
house,  however  small,  but  was  to  be 
applied  in  the  spirit  of  it  to  the  residence 
in  connection  with  the  land.  However 
small  it  was,  that  was  the  principle  of  it. 
It  was  supposed  to  apply  to  cases  of  an 
estate  of  some  considerable  character  or 
size  having  such  a  houee  upon  it.  Now,. 
the  scheme  of  this  section  is,  that  where 
in  reality  it  does  not  come  within  the 
spirit  of  the  Settled  Land  Act,  where 
you  have  a  house  occupied  with  only  a 
small  portion  of  land  attached,  thai 
then  it  should  not  be  regarded  as  a 
principal  mansion  house  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act.  Of  course,  it 
may  be  considered  that  the  area  of 
100  acres  taken  here  is  too  large, 
and  that  it  ought  to  be  reduced. 
That  is  a  matter  of  detail  which, 
I  will  not  go  into  at  present ;  bat  I 
will  say,  in  answer  to  the  question  of 
the  noble  Earl,  that  I  do  not  think  any 
tenant  for  life,  by  altering  the  character 
of  the  holding,  and  by  saying  that  any 
portion  of  the  property  had  been  usually 
occupied  in  a  particular  way,  could 
bring  himself  within  the  section  and  so 
entitles  himself  to  sell.  I  think,  in  con- 
sidering for  what  purpose  that  portion  of 
the  property  has  been  usually  occapied, 
you  would  have  to  look  to  the  period 
daring  which,  and  the  purposes  for. 
which,  the  land  had  been  held  with  the 
house  in  the  past,  and  not  how  it 
happened  to  be  occupied  at  the  parti- 
cular moment.      With   regard    to    the 
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question  of  the  noble  Marquess,  I  tronld 
point  out  that  the  proTision  is  not  with 
reigard  merely  to  pleasure  grounds  and 
parks,  but  that  it  is  land  usually  held 
with  the  house ;  that  is,  thit>nghout.  If 
a  portion  of  what  had  been  a  park  was 
turned  into  something  which  was  not 
strictly  park,  yet,  if  it  was  part  of  the 
land  which  had  been  usually  held  with 
the  house,  it  would  still  come  within 
those  words,  although  it  had  ceased  to 
be  park  and  then  filled  some  -  other 
character.  The  provision  is  that,  not- 
withstanding the  Act  of  1882, 

"  The  principal  mansion  house  (if  any)  on 
any  settled  land,  and  the  pleasure  g^nnds  and 
park  and  lands  (if  anv)  usually  occupied  there- 
^tb,  shall  not  be  Bi\i,  exchanged,  or  leased  by 
the  tenant  for  life  without  the  consent  of  the 
trustees  of  the  settlement  or  an  order  of  the 
Conrt" 

The  Maequess  or  SALISBURY :  Then, 
if  a  man  farms  the  whole  of  his  land,  he 
«annot  sell  it. 

LoED  HERSCHELL :  In  that  case,  if 
it  exceeded  that  amount,  he  could  not 
«ell  without  the  leave  of  the  Court.  It 
would  come  under  the  restrictions  of  the 
Settled  Land  Act.  At  present  the 
mansion  house  can  only  be  sold  under 
the  order  of  the  Court.  The  power  of 
the  tenant  for  life  is  limited  if  the  lands 
usually  held  with  the  house  exceed  the 
100  acres,  as  provided,  for  whatever 
purposes  they  might  be  occupied.  That 
case  would  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
Act  and  not  within  the  exceptions. 
•Earl  BBAUCHAMP:  Do  I  under- 
stand the  noble  and  learned  Lord  to  say 
that  a  tenant  for  life,  having  let  his  park, 
which  is  not  at  all  unf  requently  the  case, 
for  a  term  of  years,  as  he  is  entitled  to 
do,  the  principal  mansion  house  and 
the  whole  estate  would  be  then  exempted 
from  the  restrictions  of  the  Settled  Land 
Act,  but  little  land  being  actually  occu- 
pied with  the  mansion  house,  so  that  he 
might  sell  the  principal  mansion  house 
of  a  very  large  and  ornamental  estate 
without  consulting  the  remainder-man  1 

LoED  HERSCHELL  :  I  do  not  think 
he  would.  It  certainly  was  not  intended 
that  he  should.  However,  after  what 
the  noble  Earl  has  said,  I  may  say  that  I 
shall  take  care,  if  possible,  to  see  that 
that  point  is  made  clear. 

Bill  read  2«  (according  to  order). 

Lord  HERSCHELL :  I  now  move  that 
this  Bill   be  committed   to  the  Stand- 
Lord  Uertchell 


ing    Committee    for    Bills    relating  to 

•Eabl  BEAUCHAMP  :  My  Loids,  this 
is,  I  think,  a  matter  which  your  Lord- 
ships ought  to  consider  in  Committee  of 
the  whole  House.  Of  course,  there  are 
technical  points  to  be  dealt  with  ;  bat  I 
would  point  out  that  this  is  a  matter 
which  concerns  your  Lordships  as  land- 
owners. Is  it  not  a  matter  in  which, 
before  the  details  are  settled,  your  Lord- 
ships should  agree  upon  the  principle 
involved  in  the  clauses  of  this  Bill  1  I 
hope  your  Lordships  will  send  the  Bill 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and 
then  it  can  afterwards,  if  necessary,  be 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Law. 

LoBD  HERSCHELL :  Surely  that  is 
hardly  necessary.  Nine-tenths  of  this 
Bill  refer  to  technical  matters  of  detail 
in  which  there  is  no  question  of  principle 
involved,  and  surely  it  would  be  better 
to  consider  the  Bill  in  Standing  Com- 
mittee, and  then,  when  it  comes  back  to 
your  Lordships,  it  will  be  in  the  form  in 
which  it  has  been  finally  settled.  The 
noble  Earl  himself  has  already  suggested 
that  even  if  this  9th  clause  be  right  in 
principle,  it  ought  to  be  altered  in  form. 
Surely  the  measure  ought  to  be  put  in 
the  best  form  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  and  then,  when  it  comes  back 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it 
will  be  for  your  Lordships  to  omit  any  of 
the  clauses  or  amend  them.  That  seems 
to  be  a  more  reasonable  course  than  to 
consider  it  now  in  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  Your  Lordships  will  then 
have  a  carefully-prepared  draft  before 
you. 

•Eabl  BEAUCHAMP :  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  any  right  to  reply ;  but,  as  &r 
as  the  drafting  is  concerned,  I  have  that 
confidence  in  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
that  I  do  not  know  that  whatever  may 
be  done  in  this  Committee  will  improve 
his  handiwork. 

Bill  committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee  for  Bills  relating  to  Law,  kc. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  (CONSOLIDA- 

TION)   BILL.-(No.  1C9.) 

SECOND  BGADINa. 

Otder  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

•Ths  LORD  CHANCELLOR :  This  is 
merely  a  Consolidation  Bill  upon  the 
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subject  of  foreign  jnriadiction.  As  the 
object  of  it  is  merely  to  consolidate  the 
Acts  of  Parliament,  I  anticipate  no 
objection.  Under  ordinary  circnm- 
stanoes,  I  shoald  ask  yonr  Lordships 
to  take  this  Bill  in  Committee  of  the 
whole  House;  bnt  as  it  involves,  by 
reason  of  the  consolidation,  some  small 
Amendments  of  the  law,  I  think  it 
would  be  better  that  it  should  go  before 
the  Committee  on  Law. 

Bead  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  the  Standing  Committee 
for  Bills  relating  to  Law,  &c. 

EDTTCATION    OF    BLIND    AND    DEAF- 
MUTE  CHILDREN  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
(No.  123.) 

Bead  3»  (according  to  order) ;  Amend- 
ments made;  Bill  passed  and  sent  to 
the  Commona 

KEW     AND     PETERSHAM    VICAEAOE 

BILL.-<No.  77.) 
MUNICIPAL   ELECriONS     (SCOTLAND) 

BILL.— (No.  119.) 

House  in  Committee  (on  Re-com- 
mitment) (according  to  order);  Bills 
reported  without  Amendment;  and  to 
be  read  3*  to-morrow. 

Honae  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before 

Six  o'clock  till  to-moirow  a  quarter 

past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     COMMONS, 
Thurtdajf,  19th  June,  1890. 


QUESTIONS. 


TYPE-WEITTEN  PETITIONS. 
De.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  College) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Walsall, 
(Sir  C.  Forster),  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Petitions,  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  certain  Petitions,  the  bodies  of 
which  are  written  by  a  type--writing 
machine,  have  been  retamed  to  the 
Members  presenting  them,  with  an 
intimation  that,  being  informal,  they 
wonld  not  be  submitted  to  the  Committee, 
and  whether  the  Committee  has  ever 


decided  tiie  question  as  to  whether  type- 
written Petitions  should  or  should  not  be 
considered  as  regular;  and,  if  not, 
whether,  considering  the  inexpediency  of 
unnecessarily  restricting  the  right  of 
public  petitioning,  he  will  use  his 
influence  with  the  Committee  to  accord 
to  type-written  Petitions  the  same  treat- 
ment as  to  written  ones  ? 

•Sib  C.  FOBSTER  (Walsall)  stated  that 
certain  Petitions  had  been  returned  to 
the  members  who  had  presented  them, 
under  the  Standing  Order  against  Peti- 
tions "  in  print  or  lithograph,"  the  clerk 
to  the  Committee  being  of  opinion  that 
the  Petitions  in  question  were  not  written 
in  the  sense  required  by  the  Orders  of 
the  House,  and  that  he  could  not,  there- 
fore, submit  them  to  the  Committee- 
In  answer  to  the  further  question  of  his 
hon.  Friend,  he  had  to  state  tbat  the 
Committee  had  determined  that  these 
Petitions  were  not  regular,  and  could 
not  be  received,  but  that  it  was  com- 
petent to  him  to  move  a  modification  of 
the  Sttmding  Order  in  a  future  Session. 

Db.  CAMERON  :  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  next  Session  I  will  move  to  amend 
the  Standing  Order  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers. 

CONDEMNED  ADMIRALTY  MEAT. 

Db.  CAMERON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  assurance  given  by  him,  on  the  5th 
instant^  in  relation  to  the  disposal  of 
beef  and  pork  by  the  Admiralty  ap- 
plies to  all  beef  and  pork  deemed 
unfit  for  issue  or  re-issue  to  Her 
Majesty's  ships,  seeing  that  the  answer 
given  on  the  6th  instant  specifies 
in  terms  only  one  part  of  such  beef  and 
pork? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  I  am  glad  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  publicly  assuring  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  in  referring 
to  "condemned"  salt  beef  or  pork 
I  intended  it  to  be  understood  that 
all  such  meat,  whether  actually  unfit  for 
food  or  not,  considered  unsuitable  for 
issue  or  re-issue  to  Her  Majesty's  ships, 
wonld  not  be  sold  by  public  sale,  but 
would  all  be  delivered,  after  the  chemical 
treatment  I  have  already  described,  to 
contractors  for  use  iu  the  soap- boiling 
trade. 
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NAVAL  ENGINEERS. 
Captain  PRICE  (Devonport):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether,  considering  the  nnsatis&ctory 
position  of  the  whole  personnel  of  the 
steam  branch  of  the  Navy,  as  evinced  by 
tbei  fact  that  several  engineer  officers  of 
high  rank  have  recently  left  the  Service 
to  obtain  better  sakuies  in  private 
employ ;  that  great  drfl5cnlty  is  ex- 
perienced in  obtaining  suitable  men  as 
engine-room  artificers,  and  also  as  stokers, 
and  that  dissatisfaction  with  their  pay 
and  position  exists  throughout  the 
various  classes,  he    will    consider    the 

Sropriety  of  appointing  a  Departmental 
bmmittee  to  inquire  thoroughly  into 
the  position  of  this  section  of  the  per- 
$onnel  of  the  Navy  ? 

LoED  G.  HAMILTON :  The  Admiralty 
have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable 
men  as  stokers  and  engine-room  artificers, 
and  only  quite  recently  the  1,700  addi- 
tional second-class  stokers  required  on 
account  of  the  increase  to  the  Fleet  were 
raised  with  great  ease.  The  advantages 
offered  to  the  stokers  are  sufficient  to 
attract  satisfactory  recruits,  whilst  the 
pay  and  position  of  the  engine  room 
artificers  have  attracted  an  excellent 
class  of  mechanics.  As  regards  the 
engineer  officers,  it  is  certainly  true  that 
one  or  two  gentlemen  have  recently 
resigned  their  commissions  in  order  to 
take  appointments  with  private  firms ; 
but  this  has  been,  and  always  will  be 
the  case,  and  is  not  confined  to  this 
branch  of  the  Service,  but  occurs  in 
other  Departments  and  Services  of  the 
State.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  do 
not  consider  that  any  Departmental 
inquiry  into  the  position  of  this  branch 
of  the  personnel  of  the  Navy  is  required, 
for  I  am  confident  the  more  I  look  into 
the  subject  that  no  difficulty  will  be 
experienced  in  obtaining  an  ample 
supply  of  eligible  candidates  for  the 
engineering  branch  of  the  Navy. 

THE  CUSTOMS. 
Mb.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  any  examinations  for  appoint- 
ments in  the  Customs  Department  have 
been  held  for  the  past  three  years ;  and 
whether  any  examinations  of  Customs 
candidates  will  again  be  held ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  say  when  1 


Thb  SECBETAET  to  thbTBEASURT 
(Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.)  :  Examinations 
for  Customs  boatmen  have  been  held 
within  the  last  three  years,  and  one 
examination  for  out-door  officers.  With 
these  exceptions  there  have  been  no 
examinations  for  Customs  appointments 
within  the  last  three  years,  and  I  am 
informed  that  it  will  probably  not  be 
necessary  to  hold  any  for  some  time  to 
come. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.):  Does 
the  answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
also  refer  to  the  Excise  t 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  No ;  it  only  refers  to 
the  Custom;. 

KEW  POLICE  COURT  FOR  WAKDS- 
WORTH. 

Me.  KIMBEB  (Wandsworth)  :  I  b^ 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  proposes 
to  approve  the  plans  for  the  erection  of 
the  new  Police  Court  for  Wandsworth 
on  the  Lavender  Hill  site,  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  that  site  is  a  ntile  outside 
of  Wandsworth;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  is  of 
opinion  that  the  Lavender  Hill  site  is 
not  in  the  best  position  for  the  business, 
and  that  the  proposed  removal  of  the 
site  so  far  from  Wandsworth  itself,  has 
occasioned  great  dissatisfaction  there? 

Me.  OCTAVIUS  V.  MORGAtf 
(Battersea)  :  Will  the  erection  of  the 
new  Police  Court  for  the  Wandsworth 
district,  at  Lavender  Hill,  near  Clapham 
Junction,  be  commenced  about  August, 
as  stated  on  21st  April  last  1 

The  SECRETARY  or  STATE  foe  thb 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Matthews, 
BirminKkam,  E.) :  A  Departmental 
Committee,  which  included  Lord  Rose- 
bery,  Sir  E.  Henderson,  and  Sir  J. 
Ingham,  reported  in  1881  that  a  new 
Court  ought  to  be  erected  as  near 
as  possible  to  Clapham  Junction.  The 
Wandsworth  District  Board  <rf  Works 
more  than  once,  in  1887,  strongly  urged 
upon  me  the  desirability  of  this  being 
done.  A  new  site  was  accordingly 
acquired,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
then  Chief  Magistrate  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  PoUce,  at  Lavender  Hill, 
which  is  not  more  than  400  yards  from 
the  Clapham  Junction  Railway  Station. 
It  is  doubtful  whether.this  site  could  now 
be  disposed  of  except  at  a  loss.  It  is 
true  that  Sir  John  Bridge  has  expressed 
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doubts  as  to  the  convenience  of  the  new 
site.  The  plans  are  now  before  me  for 
approval,  and  in  the  ordinary  conrse  the 
bnilding  will  commence  earlj  in  Augnst. 
Under  all  the  ciicnmstances  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  to  the  pnblio  advantage 
to  re-open  the  qaestton  of  the  site  now 
that  matters  have  progressed  so  far,  and 
there  being  snch  a  weight  of  opinion  in 
&voar  of  tihe  suitability  of  that  particular 
site. 

SCOTCH  UNIVERSITY  CHAIRS. 
Mb.  BBYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  1  beg  to 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  the  Scot- 
tish University  Commissioners,  who  are 
understood  to  have  already  taken  mach 
evidence  on  the  question  of  the  changes 
to  be  introduced  into  the  conditions 
attaching  to  the  Chairs  in  the  Faculty  of 
Divinify,  propose  to  present  at  an  early 
period  the  Special  Report  to  Her  Majesty 
upon  this  matter,  which  they  are  directed 
to  make  by  the  Universities  (Scotland) 
Act  of  1889? 

•Thb  solicitor  general  fob 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  M.  T.  Stobmonth 
Dablino,  Edinbni^h  and  St.  Andrews 
Universities) :  The  Commissioners  are 
fully  alive  to  the  expediency  of  presenting 
the  Special  Report  upon  this  matter  so 
soon  as  they  are  in  a  position  to  do  so, 
but  it  is  impossible  for  them  at  present 
to  fix  any  date,  as  they  are  still  engaged 
in  hearing  evidence. . 

HASSACBE    OF    CHRISTIANS    IN 
MACEDONIA. 

Mb.  BRTCE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfEairs 
whether  he  has  now  at  length  received 
aay  information  regarding  the  massacre 
of  a  large  number  (in  some  accounts 
estimated  at  80)  of  Christian  refugees 
by  Mohammedan  Arnauts,  which  was 
stated  a  fortnight  ago  in  many  Con- 
tinental and  English  newspapers  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  district  of  ^ossovo,  in 
North  West  Macedonia,  and  also  regard- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  Turkish  Local 
Authorities,  who  are  reported  in  some  of 
these  accounts  to  have  connived  at  the 
slaughter  of  the  refngees. 
•The  UNDER  SECREl'ARY  or  STATE 
FOE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  J.  Feb- 
OUSSON,  Manchester,  N.E.)  :  No  confirma- 
tion has  yet  been  received  of  the  report, 
which   appears   to   have    originated   at 

VOL.  CCCXLV.       [thibd  skbies.] 


Munich,  but  inquiry  will  be  made  as  to 
whether  there  is  any  foundation  for  it. 
I  may  be  permitted  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  stating,  with  reference  to  a 
question  of  the  hon.  Member,  in  regard 
to  certain 

"  Accounts  which  had  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers of  horrible  cruelties  stated  to  have  been 
perpetrated  upon  Armenian  Christiaus  in  the 
distrioc  of  Ehacoir,  between  Bitlis  and 
Erzeroum," 

that  Her  Majesty's  Consul  has  reported 
that  the  inqniiies  which  he  has  made 
lead  him  to  believe  that  there  was  no 
loss  of  b'fe  during  the  attack  which  was 
made  in  the  valley  of  Alashgerd  upon 
oertAin  laboorers  on  their  return  from 
Russian  territory,  and  that  over  £100  of 
the  money  carried  away  by  the  Kurds 
has  been  recovered,  and  four  of  the 
offenders  are  in  custody.  The  persons 
attacked  appear  to  have  been  Nestorians, 
and  the  attack  to  have  taken  place 
between  Bayazaid  and  the  Russian 
frontier. 

Mb.  BRTCE:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  obtained  the  information 
which  was  promised  10  days  ago  with 
reference  to  a  reported  massacre  in 
Macedonia  ?  It  is  alleged  that  this  out- 
rage was  perpetrated  with  a  view  of 
exacting  money. 
•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  am  sorry  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  make  it  plain 
what  his  purpose  was,  I  will  make 
further  inquiry. 

BRIXHAM  HARBOUR. 
Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  has  received  a 
Memorial  from  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Brixham  Harbour  and  Market  asking  for 
a  Provisional  Order  for  the  purpose  of 
defining  the  manner  in  which  the  market 
tolls  are  to  be  dealt  with,  and  generally 
to  amand  the  Law  as  to  the  funds 
arising  from  the  market ;  and  whether 
the  Board  of  Trade  has  any  power  to 
act  as  prayed  in  snch  Memorial  ? 

•The  PRESIDENT  or  the  BOARD  or 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  I  have  received  the  Memorial 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  but  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  no  power  to  deal 
with  the  matter. 

Me.  BRADLAUGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  his  attention  has  been 
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called  to  the  state  of  the  Brixham 
Market  funds;  whether  the  Local  Gro- 
yernment  Board  can,  nnder  Section  303 
of  "The  Public  Health  Act,  1875,"  by 
Provisional  Order,  amend  the  Local  Act, 
1  "Vic.  c.  75 ;  and  whether  any  inquiry 
has  been  made  into  the  case  of  Brixham 
Market  by  the  Royal  Commission  on 
M<irket  Rights  and.  Tolls ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  communicate  to  the 
Royal  Commission  the  Memorial  pre- 
santed  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Harbour  and 
Market  of  Brixham  ? 

•The  PRESIDENT  or  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's):  The 
Local  Government  Board  receive  from 
the  Brixham  Market  Commissioners  an 
annual  Return  of  the  receipts  and  expen- 
diture of  the  undertaking,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Local  Taxation  Returns, 
which  are  presented  to  Parliament. 
My  attention  has  not  otherwise  been 
drawn  to  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the 
'  market.  The  Board  would  be  empowered 
by  the  Public  Health  Act  to  alter  the 
Local  Act  on  the  application  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority  of  the  district,  if,  as 
I  believe  is  the  case,  the  Act  does  not 
confer  powers  or  privileges  on  any 
parsons  for  their  own  pecuniary  benefit. 
I  understand  that  there  has  been  no  local 
'inquiry  by  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Market  Rights  and  Tolls  with  reference 
to  the  market  in  question.  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  Memorial,  which 
has  been  presented  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  by  the  Market  Commissioners, 
but  I  will  direct  the  attention  of  that 
Department  to  the  suggestion  contained 
iu  the  question  of  the  hon.  Member. 

•Mr.  BRADLAUGH:  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  says  that  he  has 
no  power.  Assuming  that  no  power 
uzistfi,  either  in  the  Board  of  Trade  or  the 
Local  Government  Board,  will  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  B  )ard  of  Trade  forward  the 
Memorial  he  has  received  to  the  Royal 
Commission  1 

•SiB  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  shall  be 
quite  ready  to  do  so. 

THE  METROPOLITAN  POLICE. 
Mr.  BLTRDETT-COUTTS  (West- 
minster) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
the  Goverement,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  onerous  and  wearing  nature 
Mr.  Bradlatigh 


of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  and  the 
opinion  of  experienced  anthcnrities  that 

25  years'  performance  of  such  duties 
generally  unfits  a  man  for  any  other  em- 
ployment, will  introduce  a  provision  into 
the  Police  Bill  entitling  every  Metro- 
politan police  officer  and  constable,  after 

26  years'  "  approved  service,"  to  a 
pension  equal  to  two-thirds  of  his  pay, 
without  condition  of  age  or  medical 
certificate  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  The  Government 
have  embodied  in  the  Police  Super- 
annuation Bill  now  before  the  House 
the  proposals  which,  after  careful  consi- 
deration, they  recommend  the  House  to 
adopt.  My  hon.  Friend  asks  me  whether 
the  Government  will  alter  those  pro- 
posals ;  but  I  think  he  must  feel  that  it 
would  be  unusual  and  inconvenient  to 
anticipate  the  discussion  which  must 
take  place  in  Committee  on  the  Bill, 
when  the  Ck>vemment  will  be  prepared 
to  state  the  reasons  which  have  actuated 
them,  and  to  discuss  any  Amendments 
that  my  hon.  Friend  may  think  it  right 
to  propose.  I  may  point  out  that  the 
scale  of  the  Government  Bill  is  identical 
with  that  which  was  recommended  by 
the  Select  Committee  of  1877,  proposed 
in  the  Bill  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby,  and  adopted  in 
the  City  Police  Bill  of  last  year 

Me.  BURDETT-COUTTS  :  May  I  adc 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  pay  of  the  City  Police  is 
considerably  higher  than  the  pay  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  ?  I  desire  to  give 
notice  that  in  Committee  upon  this  Bill 
I  will  move  an  Amendment  embodying 
the  terms  contained  in  my  question. 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  afraid  that 
I  cannot  reply  to  the  question  in  detail, 
without  notice.  I  will,  however,  make 
full  inquiry  into  the  question  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  put  down  another  ques- 
tion. 

GAS  AND  WATER  UNDERTAKINGS. 

Mb.  OCTAVIUS  V.  MORGAN:! 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Beard  of 
Ti«de  whether  Local  Authorities  have 
power  to  transfer  gas  or  water  under- 
takings, acquired  by  them  by  Provisional 
Order  or  Act  of  Parliament,  without 
statutory  powers ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
the  provisions  the  Board  of  Trade  hare 
inserted  in  Electric  Lighting  Orders  now 
before      the    House,    enabling     Local 
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Authorities  to  transfer  andertakings  to 
be  aathorised  by  those  Orders,  are  i*Ura 
vireai 

•Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  am  not 
aware  that  Local  Anthorities  have 
any  power  to  transfer  gas  or  water 
andertakings  acquired  by  Provisional 
Order  or  Act  of  Parliament  without 
statntoiy  authority ;  but  provisions  have 
been  inserted,  in  accordance  with  the 
powers  of  the  general  Acts,  in  the  Elec- 
tric Lighting  Orders,  granted  this  Ses- 
sion, authorising  Local  Authorities  to 
transfer  their  powers  and  liabilities  to 
any  company  or  person  with  the  consent 
of,  and  upon  terms  to  be  approved  by, 
the  Board  of  Trade.  I  am  advised  that 
such  provisions  are  not  ultra  vires. 

"SHADOWING"  POSTMEN. 
Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  paragraph  in  the  Evening 
News  and  Post,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that,  while  two  postmen  were  walking 
home  on  Friday  night  last,  one  of  them 
was  seized  by  the  throat  by  an  overseer 
of  the  Eastern  District  Post  OflBce,  with 
the  object  of  turning  down  the  man's 
collar  in  order  to  get  his  number; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  man 
assaulted  was  snspected  of  attending  the 
Postmen's  Union  meetings,  and  that  this 
overseer  had  been  shadowing  him  all 
the  evening  in  order  to  report  him  for 
punishment ;  and  whether  the  Post 
OflSoc  Authorities  have  power  to  engage 
overseers  on  such  work  1 
•The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Ratces,  University  of  Cambridge):  So 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the 
statement  in  the  paragraph  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers  is  absolutely  without 
foundation.  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
one  was  assaulted,  or  that  any  one,  to 
use  the  hon.  Member's  words,  was 
shadowed,  and  think  it  in  the  highest 
degree  improbable. 

BDRIAL8  IN  WALES. 
Mb.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  (Den- 
bighshire, E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  whe- 
ther he  has  received  a  letter  from  the 
Rev.  Evan  Davies,  Wesleyan  minister,  of 
Conway,  with  reference  to  the  burial 
of  William  Williams  in  the  churchyard  of 


GyfEon  parish,  directly  contradicting  the 
ii]iormation  supplied  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Ellis,  rector  of  the  parish,  to  the 
Home  Secretary,  that  he  (the  rector) 
had  received  no  notice  of  burial  such  as 
the  Act  of  1880  required  when  the 
relatives  wish  to  dispense  with  the 
Church  Service,  and  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  notice  of  burial  actually  served 
on  the  rector ;  whether  it  is  in 
such  letter  alleged,  contrary  to  the 
statement  of  the  rector,  that  he  (Rev. 
Evan  Davies),  and  not  the  rector,  was 
authorised  by  the  widow  of  the  deceased 
to  conduct  the  burial  service;  and 
whether,  in.  view  of  the  grave  scandal 
occasioned  in  the  neighbourhood  by  the 
incident  above  referred  to,  he  will  direct 
an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  t 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  Yes,  Sir;  I  have 
received  such  a  letter.  When  I  stated, 
in  answer  to  a  former  question,  that 
"  the  rector  had  received  no  notice  of 
burial  under  the  Act  of  1880,"  I  appetur 
to  have  misunderstood  the  words  used  in 
the  rector's  letter  to  me,  which  were 
that  he  had  received  no  intimation  that 
there  existed  a  desire  to  bury  the 
deceased  under  that  Act.  It  now  appears 
that  the  rector  did  receive  such  notice 
from  Mr.  Davies,  but  the  deceased,  being 
a  non-parishioner,  the  Act  of  1880  did 
not  apply,  and  the  notice  was,  therefore, 
in  the  rector's  opinion,  null  and  void. 
The  rector,  to  whom  I  have  referred 
Mr.  Davies'  letter,  emphatically  re^ 
afSrms  that  he  was  distinctly  authorised 
by  various  relatives,  but,  not,  as  I 
understand,  by  the  widow,  to  conduct 
the  service ;  and  it  was  to  meet  their 
earnest  wishes  that  he  finally  consented 
to  conduct  the  service  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  Church  of  England.  The 
&cts  in  my  possession  do  not  show  that 
any  breach  of  the  law  has  been  com- 
mitted. There  is,  accordingly,  no  occasion 
for  any  futher  interference  on  my  part. 

Me.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN:  Asa 
matter  of  law,  is  it  competent  for  a 
clergyman  to  make  the  interment  of  any 
person,  whether  a  parishioner  or  not,  in 
the  parish  churchyard  conditional  upon 
his  friends  abandoning  their  legal  rights 
under  the  Burials  Act  of  1880? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  I  think  it  would 
be  safer  to  refer,  upon  a  question  of  law, 
to  the  Attorney  General. 
3  C  2 
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LIABILITY  OF  COUNTY  COUNCILS. 
Mb.  RANKIN  (Herefordshire,  Leomin- 
Bter):  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Goyemment  Board  whether  he  in- 
tends to  introduce  any  legislation  this 
Session  to  clear  np  the  existing  doubt  as 
to  the  liability  of  County  Councils  to  pay 
for  the  repair  of  the  side- walks  of  roads 
and  foot  pavements  of  streets  when  su'^h 
roads  and  streets  are  accepted  aa  main 
roads  ? 

•Mb.  RITCfflE  :  My  hon.  Friend  is,  no 
doubt,  aware  of  tbe  decision  of  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  on  the  question 
as  to  the  repair  of  footways  of  streets 
when  such  streets  are  main  roads.  I 
have  no  information  as  to  whether  it  is 
the  intention  to  appeal  against  the  judg- 
ment in  that  case ;  but  however  that  may 
be,  I  cannot  hold  out  any  expectation 
that  the  Government  will  propose  legis- 
lation on  the  question  during  the  present 
SessioD. 

FRIENDLY    SOCIETIES. 

Me.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury whether  he  is  aware  that  only  two 
parts  out  of  six  of  the  Returns  relating 
to  Friendly  Societies,  with  abstracts  of 
the  quinquennial  Returns,  have  been 
published,  though  the  Returns  relate  to 
the  year  1886  and  previous  years ; 
whether  he  can  inform  the  House  when 
the  other  four  parts,  G,  D,  E,  and  F,  of 
Part  II.,  will  be  issued  to  Members  of 
this  House ;  and  whether,  considering 
the  time  that  has  elapsed,  he  will  con- 
sent to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  this  House 
a, complete  abstract  of  those  Returns, 
with  such  particulars  as  to  the  number 
of  Societies,  number  of  members,  amount 
of  funds,  and  similar  information,  at  an 
early  date ) 

A  LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Sir 
H.  Maxwbll,  Wigton)  :  The  two  parts, 
A  and  B,  already  issued,  contain  tho 
information  relating  to  the  great  a£Bliated 
Orders,  such  as  the  Manchester  Unity 
and  the  Foresters,  representing  about 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  of  the  Branch 
Returns.  Of  the  forthcoming  parts,  I 
am  informed  that  C  is  ready  for  press ; 
D  is  already  in  manuscript ;  E  is  in  hand, 
and  I  therefore  think  that  the  proposal 
of  the  hon.  Member  would  not  really 
attain    his    object.     I  ihould  fiay  that. 


although  the  Returns  relate  to  the  year 
1886,  many  of  them  are  not  received 
until  much  later. 

IRELAND-NAVIGATION  OF  THK 
RIVER  FERGUS. 

Mr.  COX  (Clare,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  whether  certain  com- 
munications addressed  to  the  Prim& 
Minister  by  Clare  Castle  Uarbonr 
Trustees,  relating  to  the  Navigation  of 
the  River  Fergus,  have  been  re-directed 
to  him ;  and,  if  so,  what  steps  he  proposes 
to  take  in  order  to  meet  the  reqoest 
of  the  Trustees  t 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manches- 
ter, E.):  The  papers  referred  to  were 
forwarded  to  me.  I  am  unable  to  propose 
any  steps  in  the  matter,  which  is  one 
not  for  the  Irish  Government  but  for 
the  Treasury,  who  appear  to  have 
informed  the  Trustees  that  they  are 
unable  to  provide  the  desired  grant. 

OPEN-AIR  PREACHING    AT    ARKLOW. 

Mb.  dg  COBAIN  (Balfost.  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  attention  has. 
been  called  to  the  condition  of  things  in 
the  County  Wicklow ;  that  a  Mr.  HofEe 
and  Mr.  Harper,  together  with  many  of 
the  respectable  residents  of  the  town  of 
Arklow,  in  their  attempt  at  holding  a 
religious  service  on  the  commons  some 
qua^r  of  a  mile  from  the  town  were 
molested  by  a  mob;  that  a  District 
Inspector  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulaiy 
and  a  constable,  instead  of  securing  for 
these  gentlemen  the  right  of  holding 
the  service,  took  their  names,  and  in  no 
way  interfered  with  the  action  of  the 
mob ;  that  subsequently  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hallowes  was  hooted  through  the  town, 
and  some  Protestant  ladies  were  similarly 
treated ;  and  would  he  take  steps  to 
secure  for  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  that 
part  of  Ireland  the  free  exercise  of  their 
privilege  as  citizens  when  they  were 
infringing  no  laws,  and  instruct  the 
o£Bcers  and  men  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  in  their  duty  to  afford 
protection  to  all  citizens  in  the  exercise 
of  their  undoubted  civil  and  religious 
rights? 

Mb.  W.  CORBET  (Wicklow,  B.) : 
May  I  ask  if  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Clentleman  has  bova  oaUed  toihii  dis- 
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turfaance,  tks  reported  in  the  Times  of 
the  16th  instant,  where  three  Protestant 
clergymen  persisted,  as  alleged,  in  holding 
open-ftir  meetings  for  preaching  to 
Ckttholics  in  a  district  where  the  Catholics 
outnumbered  the  Protestants  by  three  to 
one ;  is  he  aware  that  a  few  years  ago 
similar  attempts  were  made  to  proselitise 
the  Catholic  inhabitants,  which  gave 
much  offence  to  them  and  to  their 
clergy;  has  he  seen  a  statement  pub- 
lished in  the  papers,  to  the  effect  that 
many  of  the  most  respectable  Protestant 
inhabitants  disapprove  of  the  action 
taken  by  their  clergy  in  this  matter, 
and  also  that  the  Resident  Magistrate  and 
Police  Authorities  have  advised  them  to 
desist  from  their  action ;  and  will  he 
consider  if  any,  and  what,  further  steps 
can  be  taken  in  the  interests  of  law 
and  order  to  protect  the  Catholic  people 
from  what  they  regard  as  insulting  to 
their  religious  convictions  ? 

Me.  T;  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  :  I 
have  also  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  report  of  proceedings  at 
Arklow  on  Sunday  last,  contained  in  the 
Daily  Express  of  Monday ;  whether  the 
statemients  contained  in  that  report, 
namely,  that  the  Episcopalian  and 
Methodist  ministers  engaged  in  open-air 
preaching  were  stoned  and  assaulted  by 
a  hostile  crowd,  are  true ;  and  whether, 
so  long  as  these  services  are  conducted  so 
as  not  to  cause  obstruction,  he  will 
protect  these  ministers  in  the  exercise  of 
a  lawful  right  ? 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Have  Catholic  priests  applied  for  police 
protection  to  hold  open-air  services  on 
the  Shankhill  Road  and  Sandy  Row, 
Belfast ;  and  so  long  as  such  services 
are  conducted  so  as  not  to  cause  obstruc- 
tion, will  he  protect  these  ministers  of 
religion  in  the  exercise  of  a  lawful 
right? 

Mb.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Bslfast,  S.)  also 
put  a  question  on  the  same  subject. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  answer  to 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy),  I 
have  to  say  that  1  have  not  received  a 
Rsport,  and  therefore  cannot  give  a 
detailed  answer.  In  answer  to  mj  hon. 
Friends  behind  me,  I  have  to  say  that 
some  very  discreditable  scenes  of  violence 
directed  against  three  Protestant  clergy- 
men at  Arklow,  and  against  one  or  two 


members  of  their  congreg^ation,  took 
place  on  the  morning  and  evening  of 
last  Sunday.  Every  protection  will  \» 
given  to  these  persons  so  long  as  they 
keep  within  the  law. 

ARMAGH  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS.  '• 
Mb.  JORDAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that,  since 
the  local  manager,  on  14th  April  last, 
refused  admission  to  Armagh  National 
School,  County  Clare,  to  Michael 
O'Brien's  children  "for  want  of  room,'* 
five  other  children,  two  of  them  being  a 
policeman's,  have  since  been  admitted ; 
and  whether,  under  such  circumstances, 
he  will  now  intimate,  through  the  proper 
quarter,  the  propriety  of  settling  this 
matter  by  admitting  O'Brien's  children 
to  either  Armagh  or  MuUagh  School  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  Commis: 
sioners  of  National  Education  report  that 
they  have  no  knowledge  of  the  par- 
ticular circumstance  mentioned  in  the 
first  paragraph,  but  they  refer  to  the 
explanatory  letter  already  received  from 
the  manager  of  the  school  in  regard  to 
the  matter.  He  states  that  the  accommo- 
dationin  the  Armagh  andMullaghSchools 
is  quite  insufficient  even  for  the  num- 
ber of  children  usually  attending  them ; 
that  he  has,  therefore,  been  obliged  to 
restrict  the  admission  of  new  pupils,  but 
that,  in  doing  so,  he  takes  care  not  t6 
deprive  anyone  ot  the  advantages  of 
education,  and  that  he  never  refuses 
anyone  who  is  not  within  a  convenient 
distance  of  another  school.  As  already 
stated,  O'Brien's  children  are  within  a 
convenient  distance  of  Coore  School, 
which,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
had  been  regiilarly  attending  until 
an  attempt  was  made  to  boycott 
the  school,  in  furtherance  of  which 
O'Brien  withdrew  his  children.  The 
manager  does  not  consider  that,  in  these 
circumstances,  he  would  be  justified  in 
still  further  inconveniencing  the  teachers 
and  pupils  of  the  two  other  schools 
mentioned  by  admitting  O'Brien's  chil- 
dren. The  manager's  action  has  the  full 
approval  of  the  Commissioners. 

MEDICAL  ATTENDANCE  IN  IRELAND. 
Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been    called    to    the  statement  in  th« 
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Kerry  Weekly  Reporter  of  7th  instant, 
that,  on  22nd  May,  1890,  at  Tralee,  a 
man  named  John  Everett  obtained  a 
"red  ticket"  directing  Dr.  John  R. 
Hayes,  the  local  dispensary  doctor,  to 
visit  his  son,  Charles  Everett,  who  was 
suddenly  taken  ill  that  day ;  that  the 
ticket  was  daly  left  at  the  doctor's  resi- 
dence, who,  although  Everett  called 
three  times,  failed  to  attend  the  sick 
child ;  and  that  the  child  died,  without 
any  medical  attendance,  at  2  o'clock  next 
morning;  whether  a  Coroner's  Order 
was  made  to  hold  an  inqnest,  and  sum- 
monses were  at  once  issued  by  the  poUce 
for  that  purpose ;  whether  the  inquest 
was  held ;  and  if,  not^  why  not ;  whether 
it  is  true,  as  stated,  that  the  Coroner, 
Major  Spring,  acting  on  his  own  autho- 
rity, failed  to  hold  the  inquest,  after 
directing  the  summonses  to  be  issued  ; 
what  return  was  made  as  to  the  cause 
of  death,  and  whether  any  explanation 
has  been  offered  by  Doctor  Hayes  t 

Me.  a.  J.  BAL¥OUR :  I  am  informed 
by  the  police  that  the  facts  are  as  stated 
in  the  question.  The  failure  of  the 
doctor  to  attend  on  the  sick  child  is 
certainly  a  matter  requiring  investiga- 
tion, and  I  shall  ask  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  investigate  it.  The  re- 
turn of  the  cause  of  death  was  "  convul- 
sions," and  I  understand  that  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  Coroner  decided  not  to 
hold  the  inquest,  for  which  he  had 
originally  issued  his  precept,  were  that 
there  was  no  suspicion  of  foul  play. 

Dr. TANNER:  Am  I  to  understand 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes 
to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  this  medical  officer,  who  happens  to 
be  a  Nationalist,  when  he  has  refused  a 
similar  investigation  into  the  conduct  of 
a  medical  officer  who  happens  to  be  a 
supporter  of  the  Government  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  If  the  hon. 
Member  can  show  that  there  is  any 
analogy  between  the  two  cases,  of  course, 
a  similar  course  would  be  taken. 

MITCHELSTOWN  AND  FERMOY 
RAILWAY. 
Mr.    summers    (Huddersfield) :    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Mitchelstown  and  Fermoy 
Railway  Company,  which  was  in  exist- 
ence at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
Public  Works  Loans  (Tramways)  (Ire- 
Mr.  T.  W,  RuiaeU 


land)  Act,  having  obtained  an  order  in 
Council  in  June,  1885,  complied  in  every 
particular  with  the  provisions  of  the 
said  Act,  and  was  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  the  same  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
it  has  in  perpetuity  a  5  per  cent 
baronial  guarantee,  and  that,  on  the 
faith  of  the  aforesaid,  it  entered  into  a 
contract,  in  June,  1888,  for  the  con- 
struction of  its  line,  one  of  the  condi- 
tions of  the  contract  being  that  it  was 
to  obtain  a  loan  from  the  Board  of 
Works;  and  whether,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  Treasury  will  instmct 
the  Board  of  Works  to  make  the  advance 
applied  for  by  the  Mitchelstown  and 
Fermoy  Railway  Company  t 

•Mr.  JACKSON:  The  Mitchelstown 
and  Fermoy  Railway  Company  no  doubt 
fulfilled  the  conditions  required  by  the 
Public  Works  Loans  (Tramways)  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1886,  to  be  satisfied  before  a 
loan  can  be  granted,  but  it  was  not 
entitled  to  the  loan  as  a  matter  of  right. 
I  have  no  knowledge  as  to  whether  one 
of  the  conditions  of  the  contract  was  to 
be  a  loan  from  the  Board  of  Works ;  but 
I  can  hardly  conceive  that  anyone  would 
imposa  such  a  condition,  or  any  con- 
tractor accept  such  a  contract,  without 
first  ascertaining  whether  a  loan  could 
bo  obtained.  As  I  have  already  stated, 
in  answer  to  previous  questions,  the 
Treasury,  in  the  exercise  of  its  discre- 
tion, decided  not  to  make  any  further 
loans  under  that  Act. 

THE  IRrSH  POLICE  AND  EVICTIONS. 
Me.  PETER  M'DONALD  (Sligo,  N.): 
T  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  at 
the  eviction  of  a  tailor,  named  John 
Battle,  from  a  cabin  in  Ardnaree,  a 
suburb  of  Ballina,  by  Sir  Charles  Knox 
Gtore,  there  were  drafted  into  the  town 
from  outlying  stations  detachments  of 
police  to  aid  those  stationed  in  the  two 
police  barracks  in  the  town ;  whether 
the  police  so  drafted  in  are  to  be  paid  an 
allowance  of  3s.  6d.  per  day,  in  addition 
to  their  ordinary  pay,  which  shall  be 
charged  on  the  ratepayers  of  the  dis- 
trict; whether,  in  consequence  of  the 
roof  of  the  cabin  having  partially  fallen 
in,  the  tenant  had  already  left  the  place, 
or  was  preparing  to  do  so  ;  and  whether, 
under  the  circumstances,  this  large  police 
force  was  required  } 
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(he  informatioii  which  he  promised  the 
other  day  ? 

Db.  TANNER:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  g^ve  the  name  of  any  reliable 
medical  man  who  visited  any  of  the  per- 
sons who  are  alleged  to  have  been  ill- 
treated) 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  1  do  not  know 
that  I  can  add  anything  to  the  answer  I 
gave  to  a  question  praotically  identical 
in  its  terms  put  to  me  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  a  day  or  two  ago.  I 
suppose  that  some  of  the  alleged  inci- 
dents will  form  the  subject  of  judicial 
inquiry. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  Have  there 
been  any  cases  of  persons  received  into 
the  hopitals  or  infirmaries  of  Gashel  or 
Tipperary  on  account  of  injuries  sus- 
tained on  the  occasion  referred  to  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  answer  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr. 
T.  W.  Russell),  I  can  only  say  that  there 
is  nothing  which  I  have  heard  to  induce 
me  to  depart  from  my  original  opinion  I 
previously  expressed,  that  no  serious 
injuries  at  all  were  inflicted. 

Mb.  SEXl'ON:  As  the  charges  in- 
clude breaking  into  private  houses  and 
assaults  on  private  persons,  which  have 
now  been  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  the 
Local  Ck)mmisBioner8,  I  wish  to  know 
what  initiative  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
will  take  to  .ascertain  the  facts  of  the 
case  if  the  charges  are  proved  to  be 
true) 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  made  a 
thorough  investigation,  and  nothing  has 
come  to  my  knowledge  which  would 
suggest  that  I  should  depart  from  the 
course  which  I  have  laid  down.  The 
inquiry  of  the  Town  Commissioners  did 
not  include  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  the  police. 

Mr.  sexton  :  There  are  some  esses 
which  were  not  the  subject  of  judicial 
inquiry,  and  I  wish  to  ask  whether  the 
Town  Commissioners  of  Cashel  have  not 
stated  that  they  would  be  prepared  to 
submit  affidavits  to  the  Executive,  and 
whether,  if  such  affidavits  are  submitted, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will,  at  least, 
order  a  Departmental  Inquiry  t 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Any  docu- 
ments, whether  affidavits  or  not,  will 
receive  full  coasideration.  Until  I  see 
them,  I  cannot  promise  to  found  any 
action  upon  them. 


Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Police  were 
emfdoyed  for  the  protection  of  the 
ofiSoers  who  w«re  executing  the  law,  and 
they  were  paid  Is.  or  Is.  6d.  each  iu 
addition  to  their  ordinary  pay.  None  of 
it  will  be  chargeable  on  the  ratepayers  of 
(he  district  The  roof  of  John  Battle's 
house  had  not  &llen  in,  and  the  tenant 
had  not  left  (he  plaoe. 

THE  DISTURBANCES  AT  CASHEL  ANU 
TIPPERAKY. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretaiy  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  proposes  to  take  any 
action  with  reference  to  the  following 
accusations  made  in  the  unanimous 
Report  of  the  Town  Commissioners  of 
Gashel,  and  declared  by  the  Com- 
missioners, after  investigation,  to  be 
established : — 

"  That,  at  aboot  4.30  p.m  on  Tuesday  the 
27th  ultimo,  the  police  at  Cashel  charged  into 
private  bouses,  and  farionsly  attacked  persons 
who  had  not  been  out  of  doors : 

That  they  next  broke  into  the  premises  of  a 
Un  Cahill,  and  made  a  violent  attack  upon  two 
ycnngmen  named  Connors  and  ilaher: 

That  they  next  attacked  the  house  of  BIr. 
Michael  Noooao,  a  respectable  rictualler, 
breaking  open  his  dour,  vhich  was  locked,  and 
that  on  this  occasion  a  constable  stationed  at 
Cashel  maltreated  Mr.  Noonan's  son  : 

That  a  little  boy  of  10,  named  O'Meara,  was 
knocked  down  by  a  constable,  who  kicked  bim 
in  the  face  while  he  was  down : 

1'hat  two  town  sergean'S  in  uniform  were 
bustled  and  assaulted  by  policemen,  and  that 
one  of  them,  'I'owa  .Sergeant  Patrick  Corcoran, 
was  violently  attacked  in  front  of  the  house  of 
l)r.  Coyle,  and  under  his  ubservalion  : 

That  two  flags,  displayed  on  a  private  bouse 
on  the  premises  of  the  Corporation,  were 
forcibly  removed  by  the  police : 

That  a  constable,  named  O'Connor,  threat- 
ened to  shoot  a  lad,  named  Heney,  in  his  own 
house  at  the  lower  gale : 

That  Constable  Thomas  Kyan  attacked  an 
Army  pensioner,  named  Bryan,  who  was 
standing  alone  and  quietly  in  the  street,  and 
■truck  him  so  violently  on  the  head  that  he 
broke  the  l)aton,  whereupon  auother  constable 
asked  him  did  he  '  wish  lor  more  ; '  " 

and  that  a  boy,  named  Horley,  t^ed  1 4, 
who  carried  a  bannerette  in  a  procession 
of  B'jhoolboys,  had  the  bannerette  tiken 
from  him,  and  was  knocked  down, 
arrested,  and  taken  to  the  lock-up,  and 
when  his  brother  said,  "Don't  tear  his 
coat,"  he  also  was  arrested,  and  when  his 
mother  went  to  the  station  to  inquire  for 
him  she  was  taken  into  custody } 

Mb.  T,  W.  RUSSBLIj  :  When  will  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman   be  able   to  give 
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Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  How  is  it  that 
an  inquiry  is  promised  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  in  reference  to  the 
conduct  of  a  medical  ofiScer,  while  the 
public  are  refused  an  inquiry  into  the 
action  of  the  police  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  is  no 
analogy  between  the  two  cases.  The 
question  brought  forward  by  tlie  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  was  as  to  the 
alleged  misconduct  of  an  official  of  the 
Local  Guvernment  Board. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Is  the  House  to 
understand  that  the  Government  will 
inquire  into  the  action  of  a  doctor  who 
had  received  a  red  ticket,  and  will  not 
inquire  into  the  action  of  policemen  who 
has  broken  the  heads  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFODH:  The  hon. 
Member  seems  to  think  that  no  inquiry 
has  been  made ;  of  course  I  have  made  an 
inquiry. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  TKe  question  which  I 
ask  and  press  is,  whether  an  inquiry 
will  be  ordered  if  the  Board  to  which  I 
have  referred  submits  documents  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot  be 
expected  to  answer  hypothetical  ques- 
tions of  that  character.  Any  documents 
submitted  will  receive  attention,  but  I 
cannot  promise  that  an  inquiry  will  be 
held. 

Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON  (Kerry,  W.) : 
Have  not  the  Police  Authorities  con- 
veyed to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
fact  that  the  red  ticket  which  has  been 
alluded  to  was  not  marked  "  urgent," 
and  that  it  was  not  usual  for  a  dispensary 
doctor  to  go  out  after  dispensary  hours 
in  response  to  tickets  not  marked 
"urgent,"  and  if  these  facts  have  been 
given  by  the  police,  why  does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  insist  on  any  inquiry  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  This  question 
would  have  been  more  properly  asked  in 
relation  to  the  previous  question  on  the 
Paper ;  but,  of  course,  if  the  statements 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  makes  are 
accurate,  that  will  come  out  when  the 
inquiry  is  instituted. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipper^ry,  S.)  :  I 
wish  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intends  to  convey  to  the 
House  that  no  persons  were  injured  by 
the  charge  of  the  police  at  Cashel ;  from 
whom  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  de- 
rive his  information  on  this  matter,  and 
does  he  know  that  some  people  who  were 


injured  declined  to  report  their  injuries 
for  fear  of  prosecution  ?  I  also  wish  to 
ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  inqnire  from  the  various  chemists 
and  apothecaries  in  Cashel  as  to  the 
number  of  people  treated  by  them  for 
injuries. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  My  answer 
was  given  on  the  best  investigation  I 
could  make.  No  cases  of  injury  have 
been  treated  in  the  hospitals  or  infirmaries 
of  the  district. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR:  There  is  no 
hospital  in  Cashel,  and  I  ask  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  inquire  of 
the  apothecary  near  the  Post  Office 
whether  he  did  not  treat  people  for  in- 
juries received  from  the  police  batons  t  I 
want  to  know  the  character  of  the  men 
he  treated,  and  whether  they  were  all 
teetotallers. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  see  the 
relevancy  of  the  last  observation  of  the 
hon.  Member.  The  question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  .Tyrone  was  meant  to 
elicit  the  fact  that  serious  injuries,  as  fsu- 
as  conld  be  discovered,  had  not  been  in- 
flicted. 1  take  it  that  injuries  which 
are  treated  by  an  apothecaiy  are  not 
serious  injuries. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  There  is  no  in- 
firmary at  Cashel  except  the  poor 
house. 

Me.  J.  O'CONNOR :  As  it  is  important 
to  know  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
deems  to  be  serious  injuries,  may  I  ask 
whether  eight  or  ten  wounds  inflicted  on 
the  head  of  a  person  by  a  constable  while 
the  person  was  held  by  other  constables 
can  be  called  a  serious  injury  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  would  de- 
pend on  the  natare  of  the  injuries. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  What  infirmary 
is  there  at  Cashel  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  coupled 
Cashel  with  Tipperary,  as  they  are 
habitually  coupled  in  Debate  on  this 
subject. 

Mb.  SHEEHY:  What  infirmary  is 
there  at  Tippeiaiy  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

ACTIONS  AGAINST  THE  IRISH  CON- 
STABULARY. 
Mb.    CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :   1 
b^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  it  is 
the  practice  of  the  Government  in  any 
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cases  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  defence  in 
actions  brought  against  the  Irish  Con- 
stabulary for  acts  done  in  their  capacity 
of  constables ;  and,  if  so,  in  what  class 
of  cases ;  whether  it  is  the  practice  of 
the  Government,  in  cases  in  which 
damages  are  obtained  against  members 
of  the  Irish  Constabnlary  for  acts  done 
in  their  capacity  of  constables,  to  defray 
such  damages  oat  of  the  pnblio  fands ; 
and  if  payment  is  ever  made  ont  of 
public  funds  in  respect  of  either  costs  or 
damages,  under  what  head  in  the 
EistimateB  is  the  money  voted  ?  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  in  one 
of  these  cases  a  verdict  for  £100  damages 
has  been  given  against  the  police,  and  is 
it  proposed  in  that  case  that  the  Gkivern- 
ment  shall  pay  the  damages  and  costs  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  rule  as 
to  the  payment  of  the  legal  expenses 
of  constables,  against  whom  proceed* 
ings  have  been  taken  for  acts  done 
by  them  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty,  is  the  same  in  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, the  London  Metropolitan 
Police,  and  in  the  Dublin  Metropolitan 
Police.  The  invariable  practice  is  for 
the  constable,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
defend  himself ;  and  when  the  proceed- 
ings have  terminated,  the  propriety  of 
indemnifying  him  is  considered  and 
decided  by  Government.  If  it  be  found 
to  be  a  case  for  indemnifying  the 
constable,  the  costs  of  the  defence  are 
charged  to  the  Law  Charges  Vote,  sub- 
head "  Defence  of  Officials,"  and  the 
damages  are  charged  against  the  Con- 
stabulary Vote,  sab-head  "  Incidental 
Expenses." 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Are  we  to 
understand  that  the  action  of  a  constable 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  covers  a  case 
in  which  he  has  exceeded  the  limits  of 
his  duty  ;  and  are  we  to  understand  that 
two  or  thrde  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
as  in  the  case  tried  in  Dublin  yesterday, 
are  retained  to  defend  the  constabulary 
at  the  cost  of  the  Crown  and  not  of  the 
accused  person  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  a 
question  which  I  must  leave  to  my  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  answer.  What  I 
referred  to  was  an  act  done  by  a  con- 
stable in  the  execution  of  his  duty. 
The  question  whether  he  exceeded  his 
duty  must  be  decided  by  the  Court. 


Mb.  T.  M,  HEALY  :  May  I  ask  the 
Attorney  General  whether,  in  such  a 
case,  the  expenses  of  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  in  defending  a  constable 
would  be  charged  upon  the  taxpayers  if 
it  is  found  that  he  acted  ill^ally  1 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELALD  (Mr.  Maddem,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  know  nothing  of  the  case 
except  from  what  I  have  seen  in  the 
Public  Press.  I  think  the  question  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  had  better  be 
put  upon  the  Paper. 

POUCE  "8HAD0WISG"  IN  IRELAND. 

Me.  CLANCY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the  number  of 
constables  employed  for  the  last  six 
months,  and  now  employed  in  Ireland, 
in  the  operation  known  as  shadowing, 
and  the  cost  to  the  State  in  pay,  allowances, 
and  car  hire  of  those  constables  ? 

Mb.  DILLON :  Before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answers  the  question,  I  wish 
to  supplement  it  by  another  of  which  I 
I  have  given  him  private  notice.  Is  it 
true,  as  stated  in  the  Irish  Timet  this 
morning,  that  the  Executive  Government 
in  Ireland  have  ordered  the  police  to  put 
a  stop  to  this  system  of  shadowing  t 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir; 
there  is  no  truth  in  that  statement.  In 
regard  to  the  question  on  the  Paper,  the 
Constabulary  Anthorities  report  that  it  is 
not  the  practice  to  employ  constables 
specially  on  the  duty  in  question.  The 
number  discharging  this  duty  on  any 
particular  day  would  depend  upon  the 
particular  circumstances  of  that  day. ' 
There  is  no  record  of  the  additional  cost 
involved  by  this  duty ;  but  it  consists,  for 
the  most  part,  of  car  hire,  which  is 
believed  to  amount  to  no  considerable 
sum,  as  police  transport  cars  are,  when 
possible,  made  available. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  the  practice  of 
shadowing  at  Dungarvan  Fair  has  been 
given  up  in  consequence  of  the  issue  of  a 
circular  by  the  Inspector  General  of  Con- 
stabulary ?  Has  such  a  circular  been 
issued  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir;  there 
is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  the  report. 

Me.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that,  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Barry  and  others  who  hare 
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been  lately  shadowed,  they  were  followed 
all  over  Ireland  by  tiie  same  constables  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

Mk.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
aek  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  Honse,  or 
place  in  the  Library,  a  copy  of  the  in- 
stmctions  under  which  Commissioners 
of  Police  in  Ireland  act  in  directing 
persons  to  be  shadowed  by  constables  in 
the  mode  recently  adopted ;  whether  he 
has  seen  copies  of  the  instantaneons 
photographs,  taken  on  Whit  Monday,  in 
three  different  parts  of  the  town  of 
Tipperary,  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Monaghan,  showing  the  Key. 
Father  Uamphries  shadowed  by  two 
constables,  namely,  John  Ahem  and 
Jeremiah  Wallace,  as  he  was  going 
about  his  pastoral  duties ;  whether  he  is 
aware  of  any  precedent  in  English  police 
procedure  for  such  treatment  of  any  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects,  unless  when 
pnraaed  on  account  of  definite  crimes  for 
which  they  were  about  to  be  brought  to 
trial ;  and  whether  he  will  re-consider  his 
sanction  of  a  practice  which  risks  the 
infliction  of  grave  inconvenience  ) 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUE  :  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  written  general  instructions  of 
the  formal  kind  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  alludes  have  been  issued  on 
the  subject  since  the  present  Qovem- 
ment  came  into  Office ;  those  issued 
previously  are  of  a  confidential  character. 
I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
photographs  in  question.  In  answer  to 
paragraph  (3)  the  shadowing  is  in 
connection  with  a  definite  class  of 
offences  against  the  law,  and  I  have  not 
the  least  donbt  that  if  any  English  t  >wn 
were  in  the  condition  of  Tipperary 
measures  of  at  least  equal  severity  would 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  PICTON :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  whether  he  will  accept 
copies  of  these  photographs  ? 

Me.  A.J.  BALFOUR:  Yes;  I  shall 
feel  very  much  ob.iged  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  give  me  copies  of  them. 

Mb.  DILLON :  Have  any  instructions 
in  regard  to  this  system  of  shadowing 
been  issued  since  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man came  into  Office  ?  It  is  different 
from  anything  of  the  kind  that  existed 
under  the  right  hoo.  Gentleman's  prede- 
cessors. The  House  is  entitled  to  know 
Ur.  Flynn 


whether  this  sysiein  of  ithadowing  ha 
been    introduced  on    the    authority    o^ 
particular  Magistrates  or  constablaa,  or 
whether  fresh    instructions  have   been 
issued. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUB :  I  do  not  admit 
the  correctness  of  the  assertion  that  there 
is  a  great  variation  between  the  present 
and  the  previous  system.  As  &r  as  I 
am  aware,  no  instructions  of  a  formal 
kind  have  been  issued  by  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  in  Dublin,  and  of  course  I  am  in 
constant  communication  with  the  officii^ 

Me.  DILLON :  I  must  press  for  a 
distinct  answer.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man stated  in  the  Honse  the  o^hxx  day 
that  this  system  of  shadowing  was  done 
under  his  authority.  I  can  state  of  my 
own  knowledge  that  the  system  of 
shadowing  now  pursued  is  something 
absolutely  different  from  anything 
which  ever  took  place  in  the  country 
before.  Are  we  to  understand  that  this 
system  of  shadowing  was  initiated  with- 
out an  order  of  the  Executive,  and  on  the 
responsibility  of  individual  Magistrates 
or  policemen? 

Eael  COMPTON  (York,  W.R, 
Bamsley):  Are  we  to  understand  that 
during  the  years  1880-82  this  practice 
existed  1  I  was  in  Ireland  at  the  time, 
and  saw  nothing  of  it. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  time  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  refers  was  when 
Lord  Cowper  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  and  I  do  not  know  that  the 
system  to  which  I  allude  was  in  operation 
before  the  Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Lord 
Spencer.  On  the  19th  of  June,  1882, 
Mr,  Healy  asked  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  Bridgeton 
Division  (Sir  G.  TrevelyanS  then  Chief 
Secretary,  whether  his  attention  had  been 
called  to  a  statement  in  a  Belfast  news- 
paper to  the  effect  that  Inspectors  of  police 
had  watched  a  local  contractor,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  replied,  "  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  police  have  been  carefully 
watching  persons,  but  I  decline  to  say  on 
what  ground." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  may  explain 
to  the  Honse  that  this  man  was  suspected 
of  being  the  murderer  of  Lord  Frederidc 
Cavendish.  It  turned  out  that  he  was 
unjustly  suspected  i  but  he  was  perse- 
cuted by  that  abominable  system  for 
over  12  months. 

Me.  DILLON :  I  state  of  my  own 
knowledge  that  the  system  of  shadowing 
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now  punned  was  never  in  force  before. 
The  question  and  answer  which  the 
right  hon.  G)«ntleman  has  just  read  had 
no  reference  to  a  system  of  shadowing 
similar  to  that  which  is  now  adopted. 
It  simplj  amounted  to  watching. 
*Mb.  iSPEAKEB:  It  is  impossible  to 
raise  an  argument  now  as  to  what 
happened  in  1882. 

Mb.  DILLON :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman mentioned  it. 

*Mb.  speaker  :  Onlj  in  answer  to  a 
question  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  the  Barnsl^  Division  (Elarl  Compton). 

Mb.  DILLON :  The  noble  Lord  did 
not  mention  that  year. 

Captain  VERNET  (Bucks,  N.)  :  I 
understood  the  right  hon.  Qentlsman  to 
say  that  if  the  same  state  of  things 
existed  in  England  that  exists  in  Tip- 
perary  the  same  method  of  shadowing 
would  be  observed.  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  if  in  the  town  of  Buckingham 
a  state  of  things  existed  similar  to  that 
which  exists  in  Tipperary  the  system  of 
shadowing  by  the  police  would  be 
enforced  at  Buckingham  t 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  mast  know  either  very  little  of 
Buckingham  or  very  little  of  Tip- 
perary. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  (Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne):  Questions  of  this  kind  mustoccupy 
a  great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  House 
unless  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  will 
consent  to  take  the  Irish  Police  Vote  at 
some  very  early  date.  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  do  that  t 
•The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Strand,  West- 
minster) :  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  repent  the  question  on  another  day, 
I  will  endeavour  to  answer  it. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY:  I  will  repeat  the 
question  to-morrow. 

UHAROE  AGAINST  POUOE  SERGEANT 
liOSD. 
Mb.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary, 
N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
laiui  whether,  in  the  Report  furnished 
to  him  in  the  case  of  charges  of  forgery 
and  fraud  made  by  John  Maher,  of 
Lorrha,  against  Sergeant  Lord,  of  that 
station,  the  fact  is  stated  that  some  time 
after  Maher  had  made  his  complaint  to 
the  Inspector  General  of  Constabulary, 
he  was  waited  on  by  Mr.   Doolan,  J.P., 


with  an  offer  of  the  money  that  Lord 
had  previously  refused  to  pay  him  ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  this  presumptive 
evidence  that  the  amount  claimed  was 
due,  and  that  Sergeant  Lord  was  guilty 
of  fraud  on  the  Police  Authorities  by 
returning  as  a  voucher  a  forged  receipt 
for  the  money  that  had  not  been  paid, 
the  Government  will  direct  the  Attorney 
General  to  consider  the  case  with  a  view 
to  the  vindication  of  justice  1   ^ 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  Local 
Constabulary  officer  reports  that  he  has 
not  ascertained  that  the  Magistrate 
mentioned  intervened  at  any  time  as 
alleged,  nor  has  the  further  inquiry 
instituted  resulted  in  any  diaoovery 
that  the  Sergeant  had  acted  improperly 
in  the  case.  The  Inspector  General  is 
still  pursuing  the  inquiry. 

MB.  THOMAS  BARRY. 
Mb.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
civil  proceedings  have  been  taken  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Barry,  P.L.G.,  against  District 
Inspector  Ball,  R.I.C.,  Permoy,  for 
alleged  assault,  he  will  cause  instruc- 
tions to  be  issued  to  the  ConstabulaiT 
Authorities  in  Ireland  not  to  proceed  with 
the  charge  against  Mr.  Barry  under  the 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act  arising  out  of  the  proceedings  for 
which  the  civil  action  has  been  brought 
by  him,  until  the  said  action  has  been 
brought  to  a  trial  t 

Db.  TANNER:  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  a  warrant  has 
been  issued  for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Barry, 
P.L.G.,  at  the  ipstauce  of  a  policeman 
named  Drought,  against  whom  Mr. 
Bcury  had  previously  instituted  legal 
proceedings  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  unable  at 
present  to  answer  the  question  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner), 
and,  in  regard  to  the  other  question,  it 
would  be  a  dangerous  precedent  to  lay  it 
down  that  a  prosecution  conld  be  deferred 
by  the  person  prosecuted  bringing  an 
action.  There  seems  no  ground  for  fear- 
ing that  the  prosecution  will  prejudice 
the  civil  action. 

Mb.  FLYNN:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gkntleraan  aware  that  Mr.  Barry's  house 
was  broken  into  the  night  before  last  and 
Mr.  Barry  made  prisoner?    As  the  case 
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has  been  adjourned  owing  to  some  legal 
teohnicaUiiy,  will  he  give  instructions 
that  the  civil  action  shall  take  precedence 
of  any  other  proceedings? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  received 
no  intimation  of  the  fact  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  Member,  and  I  am  unable,  in 
the  present  state  of  my  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances,  to  lay  down  a  general 
principle. 

Db.  tanner  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
this  member  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary has  already  been  charged  with 
participating  in  a  savage  assault  in  which 
a  poor  woman  was  killed,  and  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  remove  him  from 
Fermoy  where  his  action  is  occasioning 
much  disturbance  ? 

M«.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
information  that  would  enable  me  to 
reply  to  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  it  is  the 
practice  of  the  police  when  chai;ged  with 
an  ofEence  to  serve  summonses  by  way 
of  retaliation.  Was  not  that  so  in  the 
case  of  Withams  and  Fleming } 

•Me.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  That 
is  not  a  question  arising  out  of  the 
answer. 

Me.  E.  HARRINGTON :  I  thought  I 
was  giving  point  to  the  matter  by 
referring  to  a  particular  instance.  In 
this  case,  was  it  not  within  the  knowJedge 
of  the  police  that  Mr.  Barry  was  about 
to  bring  a  civil  action,  had  he  not  already 
taken  preliminary  steps,  and  have  not 
the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  police 
been  taken  by  way  of  retaliation  ? 

Me.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
information  to  lead  me  to  suppose  that 
that  was  the  case.  My  impression  is 
the  other  way. 

THE  CLANUrCARDE  TENANTRY. 
Me.  SHEEHY  (Galway,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loid 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Head 
Constable  Judge  and  the  police  in 
Portumna  have  been  going  amongst  the 
Clanricarde  tenantry  with  a  list  of  the 
tenants  who  they  say  paid  their  rents ; 
who  supplied  this  list  to  Head  Constable 
Judge ;  and  by  whose  orders  this  con- 
stable and  the  police  under  him  are 
doing  this  duty  of  bailifE  for  Lord 
Clanricarde  1 
Mr.  Flyrvn 


Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  received 
no  information  that  will  enable  me  to 
answer  the  question.  Inquiry  is  being. 
made. 

Me.  SHEEHY:  I  will  repeat  the 
question  to-morrow. 

CHARGE  AGAINST  THE  IRISH  POUCE. 

Me.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.)  :  I  b^  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  case  of  two 
constables  of  the  Irish  Constabolary  who 
were  convicted  before  County  Court 
Judge  Henn,  at  Gort,  on  the  13th  inst, 
on  a  charge  of  the  false  arrest  and  im- 
prisonment of  two  men,  named  John 
Morressy  and  Martin  Fahy,  at  Portumna, 
and  ordered  to  pay  damages  and  costs, 
including  the  fees  of  counsel ;  whether 
it  was  by  the  instructions  of  the  Crown 
that  Mr.  Blake,  the  Crown  Prosecutor, 
defended  the  police ;  is  it  the  intention 
of  the  Crown  to  pay  the  cost  of  the 
trial,  and  also  the  damages  awarded 
against  the  police;  and  whether  any 
action  will  be  taken  by  the  Police 
Authorities  against  the  constables  for 
their  conduct  in  this  matter  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  reply  to 
the  inquiry  in  the  first  paragraph  is  in 
the  afi&rmative ;  to  that  in  the  second 
paragraph  in  the  negative.  Pending 
the  result  of  an  appeal,  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  make  a  further  statement 

De.  tanner  :  Am  I  to  understand 
that  the  legal  expenses  will  only  be  paid 
in  the  event  of  the  men  being  convicted ! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir.  The 
hon.  Gbntleman  must  not  understand 
anything  of  the  kind. 

THE  POLICE  AT  NEW  TIPPERARY. 
Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  on 
the  1 1th  instant,  during  the  night,  the 
police  burnt  down  a  green  flag  which 
was  on  a  flag-staS  at  New  Tipperary; 
whether  it  was  replaced,  on  the  night 
of  the  15th,  by  a  flag,  which  was  seized 
and  carried  ofE  on  the  16th ;  what 
authority  have  the  police  for  taking  what 
does  not  belong  to  them ;  is  it  legal  for 
the  police  to  do  so ;  and  will  he  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  seirares 
with  the  view  of  preventing  their  re> 
currence  ? 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE:  The  Con- 
stabolary  Authorities  report  that  it 
is  the  case  that  the  police  removed  the 
pole  and  fla^  on  each  of  the  days  men- 
tioned, but  it  is  not  the  case  the  poles 
were  erected  at  New  Tipperary.  They 
■were  in  Henry  Street,  Old  Tipperary. 
The  police  removed  the  pole  and  flag 
because  it  was  an  obstraction.  When  it 
was  replaced  on  the  night  of  the  14th, 
thej  warned  the  people  living  in  the 
vicinity  that  it  should  be  removed.  The 
police  took  it  with  them  because  nobody 
claimed  it,  and  it  could  not  be  left  lying 
on  the  street.  The  police  acted  legally 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  BRADLATJGH  (Northampton)  : 
Can  tl^e  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether 
some  delay  has  been  caused  because  the 
Chief  Registrar  devoted  part  of  his 
Report  to  criticisms  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Select  Committee  last  year  1 

SiE  H.  MAXWELL :  No,  Sir.  I  think 
those  criticisms  were  necessary. 

PRISON  WARDEHS'  UNIFORMS. 

Mb.  CKEEFFE  (Limerick,  City) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  has  received 
complaints  from  warders  of  Irish  gaols 
that  they  have  been  subjected  to  annoy- 
ance from  the  fact  of  being  compelled  to 
wear  official  prison  uniform  in  public  t 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  one  instance 
only  does  such  a  complaint  appear  to  have 
been  received  by  the  Irish  Government. 

Me.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  B.) : 
As  the  system  has  been  instituted 
only  by  the  regime  of  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman,  will  he,  as  head  of  the 
Prisons  Board,  give  directions  for  the 
discontinuance  of  it,  and  allow  the 
warders  to  wear  ordinary  clothes  when 
away  on  their  holidays? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no- 
thing to  add  to  my  answer. 

De.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.):  Might  I 
ask  the  Home  Secretary  what  is  the 
custom  in  England.  ij%  the  prison 
officials  compelled  to  wear  their  uniforms 
when  not  on  duty } 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  I  answered  that 
question  the  other  day.  I  said  that  the 
warders  of  convict  prisoners  were  under 
such  a  rule. 

GUNS  FOR  THE  MAURITIUS. 
Mb.       OCTAVIUS    V.      MORGAN 
(Battersea) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 


of  State  for  War  whether  it  is  the  case 
that  the  fortifications  in  Mauritius 
recently  completed  are  still  without  the 
promised  big  guns,  without  which  the 
fortifications  are  ineffective  ;  and,  if  so, 
when  the  necessary  guns  will  be  ready 
to  be  mounted  1 

•Thk  SKCRETARY  or  STATE  tor 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Homcastle)  :  I  am  sony  that  it  has  not 
yet  been  possible  to  issue  these  guns. 
The  g^ns  now  coming  in  are  being  issued 
according  to  the  relative  impori»nce  of 
the  places  to  be  defended. 

EVICTIONS  ON  THE  OLPHERT 
ESTATE. 
Mk.DALTON  (Donegal,  W.):  I  bog  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
total  number  of  families  to  be  evicted 
during  the  coming  week  on  the  Olphert 
estate ;  whether  he  has  seen  the  state- 
ment that  Mr.  Olphert  boasted  that  by 
November  next  the  Falcarragh  district 
shall  be  laid  waste,  and  that  not  a  tenant 
shall  hold  a  foot  of  his  soil;  whether 
fresh  proceedings  have  been  taken  which, 
if  persisted  in,  will  have  the  efEeot  of 
bringing  the  number  of  families  rendered 
homeless  in  the  Falcarragh  district  up  to 
the  appalling  total  of  600;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  desolation  which  must 
result  from  this,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  Government  have  dropped  the 
Land  Bill,  which  contained  a  provision 
for  the  relief  of  congested  districts,  he 
can  see  his  way  to  adopting  a  similar 
course  to  that  token  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  when  Chief  Secre- 
tary, in  the  case  of  the  Clanricarde 
tenantry,  or  will  he  take  any  steps  what- 
ever to  relieve  the  destitution  of  the 
district } 

Me.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  understand 
there  are  43  evictions  pending  on  the 
Olphert  estate  for  next  week,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  continued  operation  of 
the  Plan  of  Campaign.  I  have  not  seen 
the  statement  attributed  to  Mr.  Olphert, 
that  he  boasted  that  by  November  next 
the  Falcarragh  district  should  be  laid 
waste,  nor  do  I  believe  it  to  be  true  that 
he  made  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  has 
already  settled  with  a  number  of  his 
tenants.  I  understand  that  proceedings 
are  pending  which  will  bring  up  the 
total  number  of  families  whose   position 
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is  imperilled  by  the  Plan  of  Campaign 

to  458.     It  is  not  a  fact  that  the  Pur- 
chase of  Land  Bill  has  been  dropped. 

THE  WORKMEN  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mb.  LABODCHERB  (Northampton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  it  is  intended  at  the  end 
of  the  present  contract  to  cause  the  staff 
employed  in  general  cleaning,  painting 
roofs,  &c.,  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
to  be  paid  through  the  Clerk  of  the 
Works,  without  any  deduction  of  their 
pay  for  the  benefit  of  a  middleman  ? 

Mb.  C.  graham  (Lanark,  N.W.): 
Before  that  question  is  answered  I  will 
a^  the  right  hon.Grentleman  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  London  County  Council  has  done 
«TeTything  in  its  power  to  eliminate  the 
presence  of  middlemen  in  the  sense 
indicated  in  this  question  from  all  its  con- 
tracts) 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  or 
WORKS  (Mr.  Plunket,  Dublin  Univer- 
sity) :  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  action 
of  the  London  County  Council. 

Mb.  C.  GRAHAM  :  I  am  afraid  I 
made  myself  but  imperfectly  understood. 
I  wished  to  know  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  aware  of  the  fact  I  have 
stated. 

Mr.  PLTTNEBT  :  I  do  not  thmk  I  am 
required  to  express  any  opinion  on  that 
subject. 

Me.  C.  GRAHAM  :  Still  I  have  not 

made  myself  plain 

*Me.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 
What  the  London  County  Council  may 
have  done  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  this  question. 

Mb.  plunket  :  The  system  under 
which  contracts  for  labour  and  materials 
are  entered  into  by  the  Office  of  Works 
has  been  referred  to  a  Departmental 
Committee,  with  a  view  to  the  matter 
being  fully  considered  before  any  fresh 
contract  is  entered  into.  This  Commit- 
tee will  inquire  into  the  question  as  to  the 
mode  of  paying  the  staff  employed  about 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  to  be  adopted 
in  the  future. 

PLYMOUTH  BARKACKS. 
Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  are 
the  rules  in  regard  to  the  admission  of 
tradesmen  to  the  forts  and  barracks  at 
Plymouth ;  and  whether  any  respectable 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


tradesman  of  the  town  will  be  allowed  a 
pass  on  application  t 
•Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  The  general 
principle  of  recent  rules  is  to  lunit  at 
far  as  possible  the  admission  of  persons 
to  military  works  and  buildings,  except 
upon  business.  Provision  is  made  for  a 
pass  for  tradesmen  and  others  who  may 
be  admitted  to  the  residential  portion  d 
any  fort  or  barrack,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Gbneral  Officer  commanding  the  dis- 
trict. 

LAND  COMMISSION— QUEEN'S 
COUNTY. 

Mb.  LALOR  (Queen's  Co.,  Leix) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  state  the  number  of  oasses  of  appeals 
from  the  fair  rents  fixed  by  the  Sub- 
Commission  for  Queen's  Coun^  that  were 
disposed  of  by  the  Chief  Commission  it 
its  recent  sitting ;  and  in  how  many  cases 
were  the  rents  fixed  by  the  Sub-Cinnmis- 
sion  reduced,  confirmed,  and  increased 
respectively  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  shaU  be 
obliged  if  the  hon.  Member  will  defer 
this  question  till  Monday,  as  the  Chief 
Commission  is  now  on  circuit. 

THE  DRAINAGE  AND  IMPROVEMENT 
OF  LAND  BILL. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALT  (Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in 
view  of  his  previous  declarations  on  the 
subject,  he  will  use  his  influence  with 
political  friends  to  prevent  the  progress 
of  che  Draini^e  and  Improvement  of 
Land  (Ireland)  Bill  being  prevented  bj 
themi 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  a  fact  that, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  so  tax  as  the 
Irish  Government  are  concerned,  we 
view  with  approval  >the  Bill  brought  in 
by  the  hon.  Member.  I  have  no  power  to 
do  what  he  suggests, 'but  I  do  what  I  can 
by  making  this  specific  declaration  in 
favour  of  the  Bill. 

LOCAL    REGISTilY    OP     TITLES 

(IRELANID)    BILL. 
Mb.  O'KEEFFE  J  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  General  f  jr  Ireland  if  it  is  his 

intention    to  proce  jd  with    the    Local 


Registry- 
Session  ? 


of   Titles 


(Ireland)  Bill  this 
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Me.  madden  :  The  Bill  will,  I  hope, 
foe  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members  in  a  few 
days. 

THE    REV.    MB.    MAOBAE. 

Mb.  LENG  (Dandee) :  I  b^  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretaiy  to  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  any  charge  of 
boycotting  or  intimidation  has  been 
made  against  the  Rev.  D^vid  Macrae,  a 
minister  of  religion  at  Dandee,  who  is  at 
present  travelling  in  Ireland  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health;  and  on  what 
grounds  he  was  recently  "shadowed"  fay 
the  police  while  travelling  from  New* 
bridge  to  Clongorey  ? 

Me.  CAREW  (Kildare) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenaat  of  Ireland,  on  the  same  subject, 
whether  the  Bev.  Mr.  Macrae,  of  Dundee, 
and  his  wife,  when  visiting  Clongorey  on 
Thursday  last,  were  shadowed  by  a 
policeman  named  Keating,  who  followed 
them  from  point  to  point  on  a  bif^cle, 
going  everywhere  the  visitors  went  to ; 
and  whether  he  can  say  why  they  were 
80  shadowed  t 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOTTB:  There  is  no 
charge  of  boycotting  oi  intimidation 
against  the  rev.  gentleman,  and  not  the 
8l%htest  foundation  that  he  was  shsr 
dowed.  The  policeman  referred  to  was 
engaged  on  a  wholly  different  matter. 

WHISKY  BONDrNG. 

Me.  T.  M.  HBALY  (Longford,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer whether  it  is  intended  to  limit  the 
Committee  on  Bonding  and  Blending 
Whisky  to  considering  the  propriety  of 
applying  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  the 
Merchandisa  Marks  Act  solely  to  foreign 
spirits,  and  to  mixtures  of  foreign  with 
British  spirits ;  and  if  so,  has  he  con- 
sidered the  possible  result  therefrom, 
namely,  a  recommendation  to  penalise  or 
prohibit  certain  makes  of  foreign  spirits 
and  blends  as  nefarious  or  unwholesome, 
while  there  could  be  no  inquiry  into  the 
case  of  home  spirits  manufactured  in 
the  same  way  or  of  the  same  ingredients, 
which  are  passed  off  on  the  public  as 
Irish  or  Scotch  whisky  1 

•Thb  chancellor  or  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  QoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  It  is  not  intended  to 
place  any  such  limit,  and  the  terms  of 
reference,  which  will  be  placed  on  the 


Paper,  will  include  the  points  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  1  am  obliged  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

EETIiaNG  WARRANTS— "BEGINA  T. 
MITCHELL." 
Mb.     CDNINGHAMB     GRAHAM : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
complaints   that  a  restrictive  Treasury 
limit  of  compensation  of  1882  was  with- 
held from  the  knowledge  of  Officers  of 
the  Royal  Artillery  and  Royal  Engineers 
when  they  were  invited  to  retire  under 
the  Royal  Warrants  of  1881  and  1884; 
whether  the  principle  of  "  acturial  calcu- 
lations "  has  been  applied  to  all  cases  of 
i^imental  and  full  Colonels  of  the  Royal 
Artillery    and    Royal     Engineers,    and 
also  to  the  cases  of  Lieutenant-Colonels, 
Royal  Engineers,  subsequent  to  that  of 
Colonel  E.  M.  Lloyd,  who  retired  under 
the  provisions  of  those  warrants;  whether 
a  Treasury  limit  or  Departmental  ruling 
of  September,  1882,  has  been  applied  to 
the  cases  of  those  Lieutenant-Colonels, 
Royal  Engineers,  who  retired  under  the 
above-named  warrants,  from  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  E.  R.  James  to  the  case  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel P.  B.   Mainguy,  thereby 
reducing  their   life  annuities  for    loss 
sustained  under  warrants  of  a  later  date 
than  1872  to  £150  a  year,  instead  of 
granting   them  the   compensation   they 
were  entitled  to  on  "actuarial  calcula- 
tions,"   as    stipulated     by     both     the 
warrants;    whether    he    will  lay  such 
Minute  or  ruling  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House ;    and  whether  it  is  true    that 
this  Minute  or  ruling  has  been  filed  in 
the    Royal   Courts    of   Justice   in    the 
demurrer  and  plea  in  the  recent  case  of 
"Mitchell  V.  Ilegina"? 

•Me.  E.  STANHOPE :  My  answer  to 
the  first  three  of  the  hon.  Member's 
questions  is  "  Yes,"  with  the  exception 
that  there  is  no  stipulation  in  the  Warrant 
as  to  actuarial  calculations.  To  the 
fourth  question  I  must  answer  "No;" 
and  as  to  the  fifth,  I  have  no  information 
at  my  disposal. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM:  I 
beg,  also,  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  it  is  true  that  in 
1886-7  he  returned  as  surplus  to  the 
Treasury,  under  Vote  19,  £25,720, 
voted  by  Parliament  for  the  compensa- 
tion of  retired  Officers ;  whether,  in  each 
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appear  tbat  the  Rev.  Dr.  McAlpoy  was 
called  upon  by  him  to  give  evidence  upon 
the  subject,  but  an  inquiry  has  been 
to-daj  addressed  to  Mr.  Jojce  on  the 
matter. 


successive  year  up  to  the  present  date, 
large  sums  voted  by  Parliament  for  the 
same  purpose  have  been  returned  into  the 
Exchequer;  and  whether,  under  these 
circumstances,  he  is  prepared  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer the  unsatisfied  claim  of  the  sup- 
'  pliant  in  "  Mitchell  v.  R^ina,"  and  any  of 
his  brother  OflEicers  who  may  have 
been  underpaid,  for  favourable  consi- 
deration ? 

•Mb.  B.  STANHOPE:  I  must  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  answer  given 
by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
12th  of  this  month. 

THE  VERY  REV.  DR.   M'ALROY. 

Mb.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghau,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
can  explain  the  grounds  which  induced 
the  Prisons  Board  neither  to  dismiss  nor 
to  censure  the  very  Rev.  Dr.  M'Alroy, 
P.P.,  chaplain  of  Tnllamore  Goal,  who, 
when  summoned  to  give  evidence  relative 
to  the  conveyance  of  a  suit  of  clothes  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  East  Cork, 
Mr.  William  O'Brien,  while  a  prisoner  in 
Tnllamore  Gaol  in  1887,  first  before  Mr. 
Joyce,  who  conducted  an  inquiry  on 
oath  on  behalf  of  the  Prisons  Board,  and 
subsequently  before  Mr.  Burke,  Chair- 
man of  the  Prisons  Board,  refused  abso- 
lutely to  appear  before  either  gentleman 
or  give  any  evidence,  sworn  or  other- 
wise, in  relation  to  the  inquiry,  whereas 
the  Rev.  Father  O'Dongherty,  late 
chaplain  of  Derry  Gaol,  was  dis- 
missed by  the  Prisons  Board  for  refusing 
to  answer  certain  questions  which  he 
considered  ought  not  to  have  been  put  to 
a  minister  of  religion,  when  giving 
evidence  in  an  inquiry  conducted  by  Mr. 
Joyce,  on  behalf  of  the  Prisons  Board, 
rebktive  to  the  conveyance  of  letters  oat 
of  the  prison,  with  which  it  was  not 
proved  Father  O'Dongherty  had  any- 
thing to  do  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  General 
Prisons  Board  report  that  it  appears,  from 
the  Minutes  of  Evidence  in  the  Office, 
that  the  Rev.  Dr.  McAlroy  not  only  did 
not  refuse  to  give  evidence  before  Mr. 
Bourke,  Chairman  of  the  Prisons  Board, 
but  was  examined  upon  oath  by  him 
with  regard  to  the  conveyance  of  a  suit 
of  clothes  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  M.P.  From 
the  Report  received  from  Mr.  Inspector 
Joyce  on  the  same  subject,  it  does  not 
Mr.  Cuninghame  Graham 


THE  ROYAL  AGRICULTURAL  SHOW 
AT  PLYMOUTH. 
Mb.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbuiy, 
E.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether, 
in  accordance  with  the  usual  practice,  he 
has  sanctioned  the  employment  of  an  In- 
spector, two  sergeants,  and  a  number  of 
constables  belonging  to  the  A  Division  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police, at  theforthoom- 
ing  Royal  Agricultural  Show  at  Ply- 
mouth ;  that  the  sergeants  will  be  repre- 
sented by  two  sub-inspectors,  and  the 
constables  by  smb-inspectors  and  ser- 
geants, to  the  exclusion  of  theconstablesin 
the  A  Reserve,  who  are  available  for  duty 
of  this  kind ;  and  that,  in  consequence 
of  a  similar  arrangement  last  year,  the 
Aumber  of  serg^eants  left  at  home  was 
insufficient  for  the  proper  performance 
of  the  sectional  duties ;  and,  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  prevent  such  an 
irregularity  in  the  future  P 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  have  sanctioned, 
in  accordance  with  a  practice  which  has 
existed  for  many  years,  the  emplojrment 
of  a  certain  number  of  officers  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  at  the  forthcoming 
Agricultural  Show  at  Plymouth.  The 
selection  of  these  officers  is  entirely  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Commissioner.  I  have 
no  information  of  any  inconvenience  or 
irregularity  having  arisen  in  the  past,  or 
being  likely  to  arise  in  the  present  year. 

HELIGOLAND. 

Mb.  FLTNN  (Cork,  N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  he  is  aware  that  on  the  6th 
September,  1887,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Cork  moved  the  reduction  of 
the  Foreign  and  Colonial  Vote  by  £1,000, 
in  order  to  urge  on  the  Gk>vemment  the 
propriety  of  the  cession  of  the  island  of 
Heligoland  to  Germany,  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  then 
stated  that  "  it  is  not  the  intention  nor 
the  desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  part  with  Heligoland  to  Germany ; " 
and  what  has  occurred  since  that  date  to 
cause  the  Government  to  alter  its  inten- 
tion? 
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•Snt  J.  FEBGUSSON:  What  has 
occurred  since  that  date  has  been  the 
settlement  of  the  outlines  of  an  arrange- 
ment in  which  the  cession  of  Heligoland 
forms  part. 

CHATHAM  CONVICT  PRISON 
OFFICIALS  AND  IRISH  CONVICTS. 
Db.  KENTTT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
there  exists  in  the  pnbUc  mind  a  sns- 
picion  that  so  much  soreness  must  neces- 
sarily remain  in  the  minds  of  certain 
officials  of  Chatham  Convict  Prison, 
against  whom  charges  of  cruelty,  kc, 
were  made  by  Messrs.  Daly,  £^n,  and 
other  prisoners  in  that  establishment, 
towards  said  prisoners  for  having  made 
said  charges,  as  to  make  it  very  difficult 
for  the  officials  in  question  to  discharge 
impartially  and  without  friction  their 
duties  in  relation  to  such  prisoners,  he 
will,  in  the  interests  of  the  officials 
involved,  direct  the  removal  of  the 
prisoners  in  question  to  some  other 
convict  establishment  where  no  ground 
can  exist  for  such  suspicions  1 

Mk.  MATTHEWS:  I  have  seen  no 
evidence  that  there  exists  in  the  public 
mind  any  suspicion  of  the  kind  referred 
to.  1  am  assured,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
by  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons,  that 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
impartial  discharge  of  their  duties  by 
the  officials  of  Chatham  Prison,  and  that 
no  sort  of  soreness  exists  in  their  minds 
in  consequence  of  the  complaints  that 
have  been  made  against  them.  No 
cause,  therefore,  exists  for  the  removal 
of  the  prisoners  ia  question  on  these 
grounds.  I  may  point  oat  that  the  com- 
plaints and  the  events  to  which  they 
refer  occurred  some  18  months  or  two 
years  e^o,  yet  the  prisoners  admitted  to 
the  visitors  that  their  treatment  had  im- 
proved during  the  last  18  months.  This 
shows  that  the  officers  do  not  cherish  any 
resentment,  as  the  question  seems  to 
suggest. 

Db.  KENNY  :  I  wish  also  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  recent  official  inquiry  into  the 
charges  and  allegations  of  cruelty  and 
petty  annoyances,  Sic,  made  by  Messrs. 
Daly,  Egan,  and  other  prisoners  under- 
going penal  servitude  in  Chatham  Prison, 
against  officials  in  that  prison,  has  failed 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    [thibd  beeies.] 


to  satisfy  public  opinion  in  Ireland  and 
elsewhere  as  to  the  truth  or  otherwise  of 
said  charges  and  allegations,  and  as  to 
the  impartiality  of  the  said  inquiry,  he 
will  consent  to  grant  a  sworn  inquiry, 
by  independent  and  non-official  persons, 
as  to  the  truth  of  the  charges  put 
forward? 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  I  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  pubUo  opinion  has  not 
been  satisfied  by  the  thoroughly  exhaus- 
tive and  impartial  inquiry  of  the  Prison 
Visitors  at  Chatham  Prison,  which,  to  my 
mind,  is  quite  conclusive  on  the  subject 
of  the  charges  and  all^ations  of  cruelty 
and  petty  annoyance  made  by  Messrs. 
Daly,  Egan,  and  other  prisoners.  I  have 
no  power  to  gprant  a  sworn  inquiry,  but 
the  essential  feature  of  the  inquiry  just 
concluded  is  that  it  was  conducted  by 
independent  and  non-official  persons. 
The  Visitors  were  instituted  for  the  very 
purpose  of  having  a  non-official  Court  of 
Beview  as  to  the  conduct  of  prison 
officials. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR:  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
done  anything  with  a  view  to  removing 
Scoteh  convicts  from  Chatham  ? 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  in  communi- 
cation with  the  Scoteh  Office. 

Dr.  KENNY:  Is  the  right,  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  a  great  number  of ' 
public  bodies  in  Ireland  have  passed 
resolutions  expressing  the  opposite 
opinion  conveyed  \sj  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  as  to  the  inquiry  having 
been  thorough  and  impartial  ? 

Me.  MATTHEWS:  I  do  not  agree^ 
with  that  view. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR:  We  shall  raise 
this  question  on  the  Elstimates. 

CORONERS'  .JURIES  AND  THE  IRISH 
POLICE. 
Me.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rush- 
clifte) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
the  Government  will  assent  to  a  Return 
giving,  for  the  three  years  ended  31st 
May,  1890,  particulars  of  any  verdicte 
returned  by  Coroners'  Juries,  and  of  any 
prosecutions  instituted  against  members 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  with 
the  results  of  the  latter,  and  specifying 
whether  any  action  has  been  taken  by 
the  Govei  nment  in  relation  to  the  per- 
sons implicated ;  and,  if  so,  what  has 
been  its  nature  t 
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Me.  a.  J.  BAIiFOUE :  No ;  but  if 
tiie  hon.  Member  will  ask  for  a  Return 
for  10  years,  I  wiU  consider  the  matter. 

THE    POLICE   AND    THE    CASOEL 
COMMISSONERS. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfest,  W.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Identenant  of  Ireland  by  what  anthority, 
and  for  what  reason,  gronps  of  p  .>liceinen 
htmg  about  the  entrance  to  the  Town 
Hall  of  Cashel  at  the  time  appointed  for 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Municipal  Com- 
missioners, and  took  down  the  name  of 
each  Commissioner  as  he  entered  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  must  ask 
the  hon.  Member  to  defer  this  question. 
I  am  making  inquiries. 

Me.  SEXTON:  I  will  put  it  to- 
morrow. 

CUSTOMS  CLERKS  IN  LONDON  AND 
LIVERPOOL. 

Me.  ROTDEN  (Liverpool,  W.,  Tox- 
teth)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  if  it  is  intended  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Treasury  Order,  dated  10th 
August,  1889,  which  gave  effect  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Ridley  Commis- 
sion, and  which  are  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Treasury,  on  their 
application  to  the  clerks  of  the  Customs 
in  London,  will  also  be  applied  to  the 
clerical  stafE  of  the  Customs  at  Liverpool ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  Treasury  will 
apply  the  same  treatment  to  clerks  of 
the  present  staff  at  both  places  whose 
positions  are  analogous  ? 

SieH.  MAXWELL  :  I  am  not  sure  that 
I  understand  the  precise  meaning  of  the 
question  put  by  my  hon.  Friend,  but  he 
will  see  that  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to 
give  any  general  pledge,  such  as  his 
question  suggests,  upon  cases  not  before 
me,  withouf.  reference  to  the  different 
conditions  of  each  particular  case. 

THE  MORFA  COLLIERY  DISASTER. 
Mr.  S.  T.  EVANS  (Glamorgan,  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  the  learned 
counsel  who  attended  the  inquiry  into  the 
Morfa  Colliery  Disaster,  South  Wales,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  or  any  of  the 
lu'tpactors  of  Mines,  have  made  Reports 
upon  the  inquiry;  and,  if  so,  whether 
such  Reports  will  be  plfM^  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  t 


Me.  MATTHEWS:  Yes,  Sir  ;  Reports 
have  been  made  by  the  learned  counsel, 
and  by  one  of  the  Inspectors.  These  aie 
now  with  the  printers,  and  they  will  be 
presented  to  Parliament  in  due  course. 

STRANOBLAR  UNION. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  whether  the  Irish  Executive 
have  yet  arrived  at  any  decision  as  to 
the  relief  to  be  given  to  the  fnnds  of  the 
Stranorlar  Union,  in  respect  of  the  charges 
thrown  on  them  by  and  through  the 
improper  removal  from  Scotland  to  that 
Union  of  the  wife  and  children  of  James 
M'Cormick  while  the  latter  was  in  Great 
Britain. 

Mb.  MADDEN :  I  have  made  inquiiy 
on  the  subject  of  the  question  of  tltt 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  since  a 
former  question  put  to  me  by  him,  and 
I  have  looked  at  the  various  Acts  of 
Parliament  bearing  on  this  subject,  and 
I  am  unable  to  find  any  means  by  which 
relief  could  be  given  to  the  funds  of  the 
Stranorlar  Union  in  respect  of  the  charges 
cast  on  them  1^  the  removal  from  Soot- 
land  of  the  persons  referred  to  in  this 
and  the  former  questions  of  the  hon. 
Member. 

Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON :  Did  not  a 
similar  case  occur  last  week,  when  a 
man  who  had  been  65  years  in  this 
country  was  sent  back  to  an  Irish 
Union? 

Me.  madden  :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  that  matter  of  fact. 
It  is  too  complicated  a  question  for  the 
Government  to  promise  to  introduce 
legislation  this  Session. 

Mb.  a.  O'CONNOR:  Seeing  that  this 
is  becoming  a  general  practice  with 
regard  to  Ireland,  will  the  Government 
afford  &cUities  for  passing  a  Bill  if  it  is 
brought  in  by  a  private  Alember  ? 

Me.  madden  :  I  must  ask  for  notice 
of  that  question. 

SHADOWING. 
Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  b^  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
persons  "  shadowed  "  in  Ireland,  and  the 
number  "watched"  by  the  police,  and 
the  number  of  policemen  engaged  in 
these  operations  t 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR;  I  am  afraid  I 
oannot  give  a  definite  answer  to  this 
qnestion.  The  number  of  persons  whom 
it  is  considered  necessary  to  keep  under 
supervision  and  the  namber  of  police 
engaged  on  such  duty  vary  from  day  to 
day. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Can  the  right 
kon.  Gentleman  give  a  Betarn  of  the 
names  and  addresses  of  persons  who  have 
been  shadowed  since  he  came  into  office, 
and  the  causes  of  the  shadowing  t  I  do 
not  think  there  will  be  any  objection  on 
the  part  of  these  people  to  have  their 
names  given. 

Mr.  1.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  fear  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  obtain  such  a 
Return. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Did  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  it  was  impracticable 
or  objectionable  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  must  have 
notice  of  the  qnestion.  I  should  think 
it  would  be  impracticable. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Lreland  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  Order 
contained  in  page  212  of  the  Police  Code, 
issued  in  1881,  by  the  then  head  of  the 
Criminal  Investigation  Department, 
Scotland  Yard,  in  which  it  is  laid\down 
that,  "in  keeping  observation  on  suspected 
persons,  great  care  must  be  taken  that 
attention  is  not  attracted ;"  if  the  police 
in  Tipperary  have  recently  adopted  a 
contrary  system,  persistently  following 
and  obtruding  their  presence  on  certain 
subjects  of  Her  Majesty  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  amount  at  Common  Law 
to  an  "unlawful  setting  upon  one's  per- 
son;" and  if  the  police  in  this  matter 
act  under  any  statutory  authority ;  and, 
if  not,  whether  a  case  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Law  OflScers  of  the  Crown,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  legality  or  other- 
wise of  this  practice  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  not  seen 
the  Order  in  qiiestion.  No  doubt,  in 
many  cases  of  saspected  persons  the 
watching  would  be  more  effectual  if  it 
could  be  done  without  attracting  atten- 
tion. I  am  advised  that  the  police  have 
not  acted  illegally,  and  no  new  practice 
has  been  established. 

Dr.  KENNY :  Is  not  shadowing  of  the 
nature  which  has  been  described  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace  1 


Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
that  it  is. 

THE  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  OP 
TELEGRAPHISTS. 

Mb.  M-CARTAN  (Down,  S.):  I  b^ 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
the  official  shorthand  writer,  sent  by  the 
Postal  Authorities  to  a  National  Con- 
ference of  Telegraphists  recently  held, 
has  reported  that  resolutions  strongly 
protesting  c^inst  the  writer's  presence 
at  the  meeting  were  passed ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  gn:«at  dissatisfection  there- 
by caused,  he  will  in  fnture  abstain  from 
sending  such  Government  reporters  to 
such  meetings? 

•Me.  RAIKES  :  Having  seen  the  short- 
hand notes  of  the  Conference  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers,  I  have  no  inten- 
tion of  modifying  the  conditions  on  which 
meetings  for  the  discussion  of  official 
questions  are  allowed  to  be  held.  Addi- 
tional evidence  of  the  value  of  such  a 
Report  is  furnished  by  the  request  which 
reached  me  yesterday  from  the  officer 
who  acted,  I  believe,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Conference,  to  be  supplied  with  a  copy 
of  the  official  report  for  the  use  of  his 
committee,  a  request  which  I  have  had 
great  pleasure  in  granting. 

POLICE  GRIEVANCES. 

Me.  CUNINGHAMB  GRAHAM:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  policemen 
are  entitled  to  form  a  combination  for 
their  mutual  benefit  and  redress  of  griev- 
ances connected  with  their  work  and 
wages  ;  and  whether  they  are  at  liberty 
to  hold  meetings  without  complying  with 
regulations  similar  to  those  imposed  upon 
the  Post  Office  employ^  7 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  If  the  police  have 
any  grievances  or  causes  of .  complaint 
the  Police  Rules  direct  that  such  griev- 
ances can  at  any  time  be  laid  before  the 
Commissioner  through  the  superinten- 
dents of  the  divisions.  I  apprehend  that 
combinations  of  the  kind  referred  to 
would  be  irregular.  Meetings,  according 
to  the  rules,  can  only  be  held  by  the  per- 
mission of  the  Commissioner.  These 
Police  Rnles  are  quite  independent  of 
any  regulations  which  may  be  made  by 
any  other  Department  of  the  State. 

Me.  C.  GRAHAM :  Am  I  to  under- 
stand policemen  are  not  at  liberty  to  form 
3  D  2 
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a'  trades  union,  or  to  attend  a  pnblic 
meeting  to  discnas  their  grievances } 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  cannot  add  any- 
thing to  the  answer  I  have  already 
gfiven. 

Mb.  G.  OBAHAM:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  the  state- 
ment appearing  in  some  of  the  news- 
papers is  correct,  that  in  future  men 
entering  the  PoatcJ  Service  will  be 
required  to  g^ve  a  written  nodertaking 
not  to  join  the  Postmen's  Union  or 
attend  any  Union  meetings  ;  and,  if  so, 
by  whose  authority  has  it  been  issued  1 
*Mb.  BAIKES  :  No,  Sir ;  the  sUtement 
is  not  correct. 

POSTAL  BLOCKS. 
Mb.  C.  graham  :  In  the  absence 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cornwall, 
Camborne,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
C^eneral  whether  he  has  seen  the  state- 
ments in  the  Evening  Netca  and  Post  of 
the  18th,  to  the  effect  that,  in  St.  Mariin's- 
le-Grand,  work,  according  to  all  accounts, 
is  being  impeded  at  an  increasing  ratio, 
to  the  grave  inconvenience  of  business 
men;  and  whether  he  still  adheres 
to  his  declaration  that  there  is  abso- 
lutely no  foundation  for  such  state- 
ments ? 

•Mb.  RAIKES  :  I  have  not  only  not 
seen  the  statements  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers,  but  am  assured  by  those 
who,  on  my  behalf,  have  examined  the 
paper  mentioned  that  they  are  not  to  be 
found  there.  For  the  credit  of  the  paper 
in  question  I  am  glatd  that  this  should 
be  so,  for  had  such  statements  been  made, 
I  should  have  felt  constrained  to  qualify 
them  M  absolutely  untrue. 

TRELAND  -CHARGES  AGAINST  THE 

POLICE. 
Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I  b^  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland  whether  it  is  true  that  Mr. 
James  0'Brien,of  Killeagh,  was  arrested  at 
Toughal  Fair,  last  Monday,  hy  a  common 
policeman  in  plain  clothes,  who  was  oc- 
cupied in  closely  and  offensively  "shadow- 
ing" Mr.  O'Brien;  and  if  he  can 
explain  why  Mr.  Redmond,  R.M.,  was 
specially  telegraphed  for  to  investigate 
the  charge  of  this  gentleman  accused  of 
obstructing  his  "  shadow  "  ?  I  beg  also 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  a 
warrant  has  been  issued  for  the  arrest 
Mr.  C.  Graham 


of  Mr.  Barry,  PX.G.,  at  the  instance  of  a 
policeman  named  Drought,  against  whom 
Mr.  Barry  had  previously  instituted 
legal  proceedings.  I  have  farther 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  caUed  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  police  escort  behaved  to  two 
political  prisoners,  Messrs.  Thomas  and 
William  Kent,  who  were  brought  from 
the  County  Court  gaol  to  a  Court  held  in 
Fermoy,  on  Monday,  the  16th  of  June, 
under  the  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure 
(Ireland)  Act ;  and  why,  and  for  what 
reason,  were  the  prisoners  handcuffed  t 

Mb.  MADDEN :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  postpone  these  questions. 

"SHARP  r.  WAKEFIELD." 
Mb.  PICKEBSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table,  as  Parliamen- 
tary Papers,  the  following  documents  ia 
connection  with  the  licensing  case  of 
"Sharp  V.  Wakefield";  the  statement 
of  the  case,  and  the  judgments  deUvered 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  have  made  in- 
quiries and  cannot  ascertain  that  there 
are  any  precedents  for  the  presentation  to 
Parliament  of  documents  relating  to 
particular  cases  which  have  been  the 
subject  of  consideration  in  the  Law 
Courts.  The  ordinary  Law  Reports 
supply  ample  information  as  to  the 
decisions  of  the  Judges,  and  the  &cts 
upon  which  those  decisions  were  based, 
and  I  see  no  reason  to  supplement  those 
Reports  in  the  manner  proposed. 

Me.  PICKERSGILL  :  Is  thei«  not  an 
exact  precedent  in  1875  when  the  Pro- 
tection of  Property  Bill  was  before  the 
House,  and  when  the  charge  to  the 
Grand  Jury  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  by  the  late  Recorder  of  London, 
in  the  well-known  Trades  Union  case  of 
Hibbert,  was  laid  on  the  Table  f 

•Mb.  RITCHIE  :  I  will  inquire  into 
it,  but  I  must  say  it  appears  an  entirely 
different  thing  to  give  a  charge  to  a 
Grand  Jury  and  the  papers  now  asked  for. 

•Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.) :  Only  a  Session  or  two  ago  the 
Under  Secretary  laid  on  the  Table  the 
Charge  of  Chief  Baron  Palles  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Blunt. 

•Me.  RITCHIE:  I  have  promised  to 
inquire,  I  can  do  no  more  at  present 
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AYLESBURY  PRISON. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
DepEuianent  whether  it  is  correctly 
reported  that  he  proposes  to  convert  the 
local  prison  at  Aylesbury  into  a  convict 
prison;  if  so,  why  is  an  additional 
-convict  prison  required ;  has  there  been 
-an  increase  in  the  total  number  of 
convicts  in  England ;  what  will  be'  the 
<x»t  (if  any)  of  converting  the  prison  to 
its  new  purpose ;  and  will  the  prison 
be  appropriated  to  any  particular  class 
of  convicts  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  Yes,  Sir ;  it  is  the 
fact,  that  Aylesbury  Prison  has  been 
closed  as  a  local  prison,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  converted  into  a  convict  prison 
in  lieu  of  Woking  Prison,  which  has 
ibeen  handed  over  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment. It  will  not,  therefore,  be  an 
additional  convict  prison.  There  has 
been  no  increase,  but  a  decrease  in  the 
iotal  number  of  convicts  in  Englsnd, 
and  it  is  thus  possible  to  give  up  the 
larger  prison  at  Woking.  The  estimated 
cost  of  the  necessary  alterations  is 
jC16,500.  It  will  be  for  female  con- 
victs. 

Mr.  BRUNNER  (Cheshire,  North- 
•wich):  Is  Woking  to  be  used  as  a 
military  prison  t 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  No  ;  as  barracks. 

TELEGRAPHISTS'  GRIEVANCES. 
Mr.  M'CARTAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  for  SKveral  years  clerks  in  the 
Oentral  Telegraph  Office,  at  small  salaries, 
have  performed  overtime  of  four  hours 
and  upwards  without  the  "  quarter 
rate  " ;  whether  ho  will  make  inquiry 
into  these  cases,  with  the  view  of  paying 
these  clerks  the  "  rate  "  to  which  they 
are  entitled ;  whether  clerks  are  em- 
ployed on  wires  rented  by  newspaper 
proprietors  from  6  p.m.  to  6  a.m., 
although  the  night  duty  in  the  Central 
■Office  was,  owing  to  its  severity,  reduced 
Irom  eight  to  seven  hours ;  whether, 
considering  the  heavy  work  on  their 
wires,  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  dividing  these  duties ;  and  whether, 
iiaving  re^uxL  to  the  fact  that  telegraph 
clerks  frequently  perform  from  eight  to 
13  hours  duty  on  Sundays,  he  will  allow 
thenv'  a  relief  to  obtain,  at  least,   one 


*Mb.  BAIEES  :  I  am  not  aware  tliat 
any  telegraphists  in  the  Central  Tele- 
graph  Office  who  perform  overtime  for 
the  Department  in  excess  of  threo  hours 
have  not  received  the  extra  quarter  rate. 
If  any  such  cases  are  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Controller  the  proper  pay- 
ment will  be  allowed.  The  question  of 
dividing  the  duties  at  the  newspaper 
special  wires  has  on  several  occasions 
been  considered,  but  it  has  not  been 
deemed  desirable  to  do  so,  as  such  an 
arrangement  would  be  inconvenient 
both  to  the  officers  themselves  and  to  the 
Department,  and  would  not,  I  think,  be 
acceptable  to  the  newspapers.  The 
telegraphists,  I  may  mention,  are  able  to 
secure  intervals  for  rest  and  refreshment. 
I  am  assured,  with  reference  to  the  last 
question  asked  by  the  hon.  Member,  that 
the  telegraphists  on  duty  on  Sundays 
have  ample  opportunity  for  eating  their 
meals  undisturbed. 

THE  ANGLO-GERUAN  AGREEMENT. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LBIGHTON  (Shrop- 
shire, Oswestiy) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AiEairs  whether,  in  the  Agreement  pro- 
posed for  the  purpose  of  defining  the 
spheres  of  influence  and  territories  of 
Great  Britain  and  Germany  in  Africa,  it 
is  intended  to  confirm  to  the  German 
Empire  the  whole  of  Damaraland ;  and 
whether  there  is  any  harbour,  excepting 
the  British  port  of  Walfish  Bay,  by  which 
access  from  the  sea  to  Damaraland  can 
ba  obtained  ? 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON:  In  the  Agree- 
ment there  is  no  alteration  in  the 
Protectorate  of  Damaraland  by  Germany, 
which  has  been  for  some  time  recognised 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  The 
Agreement  is  chiefly  designed  to  define 
the  respective  spheres  of  influence  in 
regions  which  have  not  hitherto  been 
distinguished. 

Me.  W.  F.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool, 
Abercromby) :  Will  there  be  free  transit 
for  English  goods  through  Damaraland  ? 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  :  I  think  that  the 
hon.  Member  will  see  that  the  Agree- 
ment provides  for  absolute  freedom  of 
transit  respectively  from  German  and 
British  territory  in  Central  Africa;  in 
Damaraland  there  will  be  the  rights  of 
settling  and  trading. 
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Mb.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith, 
Ac.) :  When  will  the  Papers  he  circalated 
with  reference  to  the  Agreement  ? 
•Sm  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  am  afraid  that 
I  oannot  say  when  the  rest  of  the  Papers 
will  be  presented,  because  the  negotia- 
tions are  not  conclnded ;  bnt  I  am  Bare 
that  they  will  be  presented  at  the  earliest 
possible  date. 

Me.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.) : 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  at  an  early  date  he  will  lay 
before  the  House  Papers  beyond  the 
Despatch  oS.  Lord  Salisbury,  especially  the 
Agreement  which  has  recently  appeared 
in  the  Official  Gazette  of  Berlin,  which 
di£Eer8  in  a  certain  degree  from  the 
details  of  Lord  Salisbury's  Despatch. 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON  :  I  must     ask 
for  notice  of  the  question. 

•Mb.      O'KELLY    (Roscommon,    N.): 

Will  the  principle  of  the  "  Hinterland  " 

be  applied  to  the  Portuguese  possessions  ? 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  think  I  must 

k  for  notice  of  the  question. 

Db.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  College) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  A&irs  if  he  will  cause  to 
be  placed  in  the  Library  or  Tea  Room, 
for  the  information  of  Members,  a  map 
of  Africa,  showing  the  territories  in 
dispatd  between  Great  Britain  and  Ger- 
many prior-  to  the  arrangement  just 
arrived  at  and  the  exact  nature  of  that 
arrangement  P 
•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON:  Yes,  Sir;  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Me.  BUCHANAN  :  1  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Ai&urs  what  territory  besides  the 
islands  of  Zanzibar  and  Pemba  is  in- 
cluded in  the  proposed  British  Pro- 
tectorate of  Zanzibar  ? 
•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  whole  of 
the  dominions  of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar, 
with  the  exception  of  the  strip  of  coast 
farmed  out  to  the  German  Eiast  Africa 
Company,  are  included  in  the  proposed 
British  Protectorate  of  Zanzibar. 

Dr.  CAMERON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
sanction  the  proposed  cession  of  Heligo- 
land to  Germany ;  and,  if  so,  when  the 
measure  will  be  introduced  1 
•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  Tes ;  as  soon  as 
the  agreement  has  been  concluded  of 
•  which  the  outlines  have  been  embodied 
in  the  despatch  of  the  16th  inst. 


I  Me.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  K.) : 
I  desire  also  to  ask  the  right  hon.  G«ntie- 
man  whether,  before  introducing  a  Bill 
for  this  purpose,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  taken,  or  will  take,  steps  to 
ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Heligoland ;  whether  Lord  Knutsford 
stated  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
1885,  that  official  information  had  satis- 
fied him  that  the  inhabitants  were  averse 
to  being  annexed  to  Germany;  and, 
further,  that  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mission on  Colonial  Defences  showed 
Heligoland  to  be  of  strategical  import- 
ance to  this  country  ;  and  whether,  since 
1885,  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
received  informatiou  and  evideztce  to  a 
contrary  effect ;  and,  if  so,  what  informa- 
tion and  evidence  1 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  I  should  lik* 
to  ask  whether  it  is  true,  as  has  been 
reported,  that  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  has  resigned  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMFfH :  Were  there  any 
such  crisis  in  the  Government  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  suggests,  the  House 
would  have  been  apprised  of  the  &ct 
without  a  moment's  delay.  There  is  no 
such  crisis.  With  regard  to  the  questicm 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Northamp- 
tonshire, and  his  anxieiy  to  reconcile 
these  apparent  differences  of  opinion,  I 
have  to  say  that  when  Lord  l^utsford 
spoke  in  March,  1885,  there  was  no  ques- 
tion of  exempting  the  Heligolandeis 
from  compulsory  military  conscription, 
and  this  liability  to  conscription  was,  as 
Lord  Knutsford  pointed  out,  very  dis- 
tasteful to  the  inhabitants,  and  made 
them  averse  to  a  change.  The  Mover 
of  the  Address  had  stated  that  Heligo- 
land was  of  no  possible  use  to  us,  and 
Lord  Knutsford  only  stated  that  some 
persons  of  experience  Mitertained  con- 
trary views  to  that  of  the  hon.  Member. 
It  may  be  observed  that  no  proposal  has 
been  made  by  any  Military  Authority, 
or  by  the  Royal  Commission,  in  favour 
of  fortifyine  Heligoland  in  any  way. 

Mr.  CHANNING:  Have  any  steps 
been  taken  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Heligoland  ? 

•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  believe  the 
Government  are  fully  informed  on  the 
subject,  and  I  have  stated  correctly  _  the- 
facts  of  the  case. 

Me.  BRYCB  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  answersd  the 
question,  which  was  whether  the  Gkver*- 
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ment  bare  taken  any  steps  to  ascertain 
the  feelings  of  tbe  people  of  Heligoland) 
Mk.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  :  I  desire  to  ask  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  lay  before  the 
Honse  the  facts  which  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Government  since 
1885,  and  which  have  given  them  their 
present  view  as  to  the  wishes  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Heligoland. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wish  to  convey  to  the  Honse 
that  the  Heligolanders  were  glad  to  get 
rid  of  British  mle  and  preferred  that  of 
Germany? 

•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH :  No,  Sir.  I  do 
not  wish  to  convey  any  snch  impression 
to  the  House.  The  Government  have 
reason  to  believe  from  information  that 
the  people  of  Heligoland  are  not  dissatis- 
fied with  the  change. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN :  SappoBing  Parlia- 
ment refuses  to  sanction  the  cession  of 
Heligoland,  will  the  rest  of  the  Agree- 
ment which  relates  to  Africa  fall 
through  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  should  think 
that  if  one  very  grave  part  of  the  Agree- 
ment is  not  ratified  by  the  English  Par- 
liament, the  rest  of  the  Agreement  could 
not  be  adhered  to.  I  am,  of  course, 
speaking  now  without  information,  and 
I  am  sure  the  House  will  see  that  I  can 
haidly  be  asked  to  give  a  decided  answer 
to  questions  of  this  kind  without  notice. 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  (Dumfries,  «fea):  Has 
the  Agreement  with  G«rmany  been  con- 
cluded 01  not} 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  must  be  content  to 
take  the  Papers  which  have  been  pre- 
sented as  showing  the  existing  state  of 
things.     I  cannot  go  beyond  that. 

Mb.  HENEAGE  (Great  Grimsby)  : 
I  wish  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Government 
have,  in  the  coarse  of  their  negotiations, 
considered  whether  the  rights  of  English 
fishermen  in  the  North  Sia  around  the 
coast  of  Heligoland,  especially  in  regard 
to  the  recent  interpretation  of  the  word 
"fishing  "  by  the  High  Court  at  Leipsic 
in  r.;ference  to  German  territorial 
waters! 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON  :  I  will  bring 
this  important  question  under  the  notice 
of  the  Secretaty  of  Statef 


Mk.  O'KELLY  :  WiU  the  right  hon- 
Gentleman  undertake  to  lay  on  the  Table 
the  opinion  of  the  Naval  Authorities  ? 

•Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  No,  Sir. 
Db.  CAMERON :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  the  Bill  fur  the 
cession  of  Heligoland  would  be  introduced 
when  the  Agreement  was  definitely  con- 
cluded. Are  we,  then,  to  wait  for  the 
close  of  the  negotiations  as  to  the  Niger 
Company  ) 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  referred  to  the 
arrangement  as  detailed  is  the  Papers 
now  before  the  Honse. 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  Will  the  Papers  relating 
to  the  Agreement  be  presented  to  the 
Honse  before  the  Bill  is  introduced  ? 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  must  ask  for 
notice  of  that  question. 

THE  LOCAL  TAXATION  BILL. 
Me.  CAINE  (Barrow-in-Furness)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Beard  if  he  is  now  able  to 
state  what  further  Amendments,  if  any, 
to  the  Local  Taxation  (Customs  and 
Excise)  Duties  BiU  he  is  prepared  to 
accept? 

•Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  cannot  add  any- 
thing to  what  I  have  already  said.  I 
think  it  an  inconvenient  course  to  pursue 
to  ask  the  Government  what  Amendments 
they  are  prepared  to  accept.  I  am 
prepared  to  express  the  views  of  the 
Government  on  the  Amendments  as  they 
arise. 

POSTMEN  AND  THE  TRUCK  ACT. 

Me.  CONYBEARE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  General  whether  the  Post- 
master Gleneral  has  legal  power  to  forfeit 
the  wages  of  postmen  for  an  alleged 
breach  of  rules  in  cases  where  the 
offence  involves  no  dereliction  of  duty, 
as  where  postmen  attend  a  Trade  Union 
meeting  when  not  on  duty  t 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir  R. 
Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I  cannot  do 
more  than  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
answer  I  gave  to  his  previous  question 
on  this  subject  j>n  June  9th.  The  Post- 
master General  can  make  such  rules  as 
in  his  judgment  are  necessary  for  the 
proper  conduct  of  those  employed  in  the 
Service,  and  it  has  been  held  that  the 
imposing  of  fines  for  misconduct  is  no 
offence  under  the  Truck  Acts. 
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Me.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.) :  I 
begto  aak  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  has  further  considered  the 
question  as  the  advisability  of  present- 
ing the  Civil  Service  Estimates  this  year 
in  a  different  order  to  that  which  has 
hitherto  obtained,  so  that  the  later 
classes  of  Votes  might  be  submitted  to 
the  Committee  at  a  reasonable  date,  with 
a  view  to  the  adequate  discussion  of  the 
same ;  and  whether  he  can  now  state 
when  it  in  proposed  to  present  the  Post 
OfSce  and  the  Revenue  Estimates  to  the 
Committee  ? 

*Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :The  Goyernment 
have  already  been  endeavouring  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  Members  as  to  the  order 
in  which  the  Civil  Service  Estimates 
are  taken.  I  cannot  yet  say  on  what 
day  the  Post  Office  and  Revenue  Esti- 
mates wUl  be  dealt  with. 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS  IN  ACTION. 
Mr.  mac  NEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  position 
do  Medical  Officers  occupy  during  opera- 
tions in  war,  and  are  they  ever  brought 
under  fire  or  exposed  to  danger  ;  what 
■  was  the  mortality  among  Medical  Officers 
from  casualties  in  action,  wounds, 
and  disease  during  the  recent  South 
African,  Egyptian,  and  Bnrma  Wars, 
and  what  percentage  did  the  mortality 
bear  to  the  number  of  such  officers  em- 
ployed ;  how  many  officers  of  the  Royal 
Artillery  and  the  Royal  Engineers,  the 
Line,  the  Commissariat  and  Pay  Depart- 
ments were  killed  in  the  wars  referred 
to,  and  what  was  the  percentage  of 
mortality  from  wounds  and  sickness  in 
each  of  the  above-named  branches  of  the 
Service ;  was  the  Victoria  Cross  conferred 
on  any  officers  of  the  Medical  Staff  during 
recent  campaigns;  and,  if  so,  under 
what  circumstances  ;  what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  phrase  "  Non-Combatant ; "  if 
it  means  that  "Non-Combatant"  Officers 
do  not  occupy  the  fighting  line  and  are 
not  exposed  to  danger,  why  are  Medical 
Officers  who  are  called  "  Non-Combatant," 
not  kept  in  a  place  of  safety  with  the 
Pay  and  Commissariat  Department; 
excluding  V.C.'s,  what  honours  have 
Medical  Officers  received  for  recent 
campaigns,  and  what  proportion  do  the 
honours  received  bear  per  rank  to  the 
hononrs  given   to  Combatant   Officers; 


and  why,  in  tlie  matter  of  sick  leave,  are 
Medical  Officers  treated  differently  from 
other  Officers,  and  why  they  are  only- 
allowed  six  months'  sick  leave  while 
Combatants  are  allowed  12  months? 

•Me.  E.  STANHOPE  :  Medical  Officers 
are  classed  as  "  Non-Combatant,"  for  the 
simple  I  eason  that  they  are  not  Com- 
batants, and  that  there  are  only  these 
two  designations.  It  is  the  foot,  never- 
theless, that  their  duties  take  them 
under  fire  far  more  than  other  Non- 
Combatants,  and  that  many  Medical 
Officers  have  been  killed  or  wounded  in 
action,  and  the  Victoria  Cross  has  been 
conferred  upon  two  of  them.  Taking 
six  recent  campaigns  together,  the 
mortality  of  Line  Officers  was  5-4  per 
cent.,  and  that  of  Medical  Officers  3'1 
per  cent.  The  question  of  sick  leave  is 
one  of  expense,  as  substitutes  would  be 
required  for  Medical  Officers.  This 
applies  in  a  much  smaller  degree  in 
the  case  of  Combatant  Officers. 

•    STOKERS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Me.  HANBURY  (Preston)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  a  special  Naval  recruiting  party 
has  recently  visited  various  industrial 
centres ;  how  long  it  has  been  so  engaged, 
and  at  what  cost ;  how  many  stokers  and 
engine-room  artificers  respectively  it  has 
recruited;  and  what  is  the  present 
deficiency,  if  any,  of  stokers  and  engine- 
room  artificers  respectively  ? 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  The  recruiting 
party  in  question  started  early  in  January 
last,  with  the  object  of  endeavouring  to 
raise  men  for  the  Navy  in  districts  not 
worked  by  the  ordinary  recruiting  agents 
of  the  Admiralty,  the  Navy  being  now 
mainly  supplied  with  recruits  from  Lon- 
don and  the  southern  and  western 
counties.  The  additional  cost  of  the 
party  up  to  May  31  last  is  estimated  at 
about  £1,200,  including  the  difference 
between  the  full  and  half-pay  of  the 
officers  employed.  The  officer  in  charge 
reported  recently  that  he  had  raised,  iu 
addition  to  other  ratings,  110  stokers, 
but  no  engine-room  artificers.  The 
party  might  have  raised  more  stokers, 
but  the  number  entered  through  the 
ordinary  recruiting  agencies,  partly,  no 
doubt,  on  account  of  the  publicity  given 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  recmitiBg 
party,  was  so  great  that  the  Admiralty 
found  it  necessary  last  month  to  stc^  all 
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entries  at  the  -reej  time  when  the  direct 
efiorts  of  the  recruiting  party  were 
meeting  with  the  most  success.  There 
is  no  deficiency  at  present  in  the  numher 
of  stokers  or  engine-room  artificers 
required. 

AoMiBAL  MAYNE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether,  in  view  of 
the  growing  importance  of  the  stokers 
and  leading  stokers  to  the  Boyal  Navy, 
and  of  the  fact  that  no  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  their  position  for  the  last  20 
years,  he  will  consider  their  claims  to  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the  seamen 
class  of  Her  Majesty's  Navy,  and  granted 
the  second  class  rating,  the  2d.  a  day  on 
re-engaging  for  the  second  10  years,  and 
the  progressive  pay  and  other  advantages 
which  have  been  granted  to  the  seamen 
during  that  period ;  and  whether  he 
would  give  a  Return  showing  the  com- 
parative percentage  of  seamen  and 
stokers  who  ro -engage  after  10  years' 
service,  and  who  are  lost  to  the  Service 
by  death,  desertion,  discharge,  invaliding, 
or  purchase  during  the  first  10  years  1 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is  under  a  misapprehension 
in  supposing  that  no  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  the  position  of  stokers 
and  leading  stokers  in  the  Royal  Navy 
during  the  last  20  years.  During  th« 
last  five  years  their  prospects  have  been 
improved  by  the  establishment  among 
them  of  the  rating  of  chief  petty  ofiBcer, 
carrying  with  it  since  1887  a  scale  of  pay 
rangim;  from  28.  lid.  to  3s.  5d.  a  day, 
while  within  the  same  period  an  allow- 
ance of  Id.  a  day  has  been  g^nted  for 
the  quaUfication  of  "  trained  man,"  and 
3d.  a  day  for  that  of  "  stoker  mechanic.'' 
Stokers  have  also  been  admitted  to  the 
coastguard,  the  privileges  of  which  are 
now  granted  to  a  considerable  number  of 
them.  I  have  had  a  careful  comparison 
made  between  the  position  of  the  stoker 
ratings  and  that  of  the  seamen  class,  and 
will  publish  it  in  the  form  of  a  Memo- 
randum. 

THE  BRADFORD  DESTRUCTOR. 
Ms.  BYRON  REED  (Bradford,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  is  aware 
that  it  is  contemplated  to  erect  a  "  de- 
structor" upon  the  confines  of  Peel 
Park,    in    the    borough    of    Bradford ; 


whether  he  has  ascertained  that  this 
proposal  is  obnoxious  to  the  adjacent 
inhabitants ;  and  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  can  make  to  the 
Local  Authorities  such  representations 
as  will  prevent  the  carrying  out  of  the 
project,  with  its  attendant  annoyances 
to  a  crowded  population,  and  its  probable 
detriment  to  the  herbage  of  the  park 
and  the  enjoyment  of  those  who  fre- 
quent it  ? 

*Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  received  representa- 
tions with  reference  to  the  erection 
of  a  destructor  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Peel  Park,  Bradford,  which 
it  is  stated  is  proposed  to  be  erected 
by  the  Town  Council  of  the  borough. 
The  matter  is  not  one  in  which 
the  Board  have  any  jurisdiction,  un- 
less it  is  proposed  to  defray  the  cost 
of  the  destructor  out  of  moneys  raised 
by  loan.  If  any  application  should  be 
made  to  the  Board  for  their  sanction  to 
a  loan  for  this  purpose,  they  will,  before 
arriving  at  a  decision  in  the  matter, 
direct  a  Local  Inquiry,  at  which  all 
persons  interested  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  submitting  any  representations 
they  may  think  necessary.  I  may  add 
that  since  notice  was  given  of  the 
question  I  have  received  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Bradford, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  proposed 
site  of  the  destructor  is  an  old  disused 
quarry,  and  not  in  a  populous  locality ; 
that  Peel  Park  is  the  property  of  the 
Corporation  and  is  highly  valued  by 
them,  and  that  they  would  bo  the  last 
persons  to  do  any  act  that  could  possibly 
operate  to  its  detriment ;  and  that  the  pro- 
posed building  which  will  be  used  solely 
for  the  purification  by  fire  of  what  is 
known  as  dry  ash-pit  refuse,  is  to  be 
constructed  on  a  principle,  the  result  of 
long  and  costly  experiments  by  the  Cor- 
poration, which  will  secure  the  complete 
destruction  of  all  offensive  emanations. 

Mb.  BYRON  REED :  Arising  out  of 
the  answer,  may  I  ask  if  I  am  to  under- 
stand the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it 
is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  send  down  an  Inspector 
to  the  locality  to  ascertain  the  facts  ? 
*Mr.  RITCHIE  :  Oh,  yes  ;  it  is  within 
our  power  to  do  that,  but  we  cannot 
interfere  unless  a  loan  is  asked  for. 
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PRISON  CLERKS. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M-CARTHY  (London- 
derry)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
the  Report  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee inquiring  into  the  complaints  of 
clerks  serving  in  Her  Majesty's  Prisons, 
which,  on  the  5th  instant,  was  promised 
"  in  a  few  days,"  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Prisons,  and  if  they 
hare  been  instmcted  to  communicate  it 
to  the  clerks  in  qaestion  ) 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  have  only  to-day 
received  the  Report  in  question.  Until 
I  have  had  time  to  consider  it,  and  to 
confer  with  the  Commissioners  with 
regard  to  it,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
say  when  or  in  what  manner  any  com- 
munication on  the  subject  will  be  made 
to  the  Prison  clerks. 

INLAKD  REVENOE  SALARIES. 
Mb.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  a  decision  has  yet  been  arrived 
at  respecting  the  Petition  of  the  officers 
of  the  Inland  Revenue,  praying  for  an 
improvement  in  their  scale  of  salaries, 
and  their  general  treatment ;  and,  if  so, 
when  it  is  probable  the  result  may  be 
announced  1 

•Mb.  QOSCHEN:  I  have  had  this 
matter  under  my  personal  consideration, 
and  have  referred  to  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  for  further  information.  When 
their  Report  is  received,  I  hope  to  arrive 
at  an  early  decision. 

WATERFORD  PROSECUTIONS. 
Mb.  P.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Mr. 
C.  P.  Redmond,  editor  of  the  Waler/ord 
Ifews,  has  been  sentenced  by  Messrs. 
Considine  and  Irwin  at  Waterford  on 
June  6th,  to  three  months'  imprisonment 
for  publishing  a  resolution  of  the 
Kilgobinet  branch  of  the  Irish  National 
League;  whether  Mr.-  Redmond  was 
sentenced  to  a  further  term  of  imprison- 
ment for  publishing  in  another  issue  of 
the  Waterford  News  another  resolution 
of  the  same  branch ;  whether  Mr. 
Redmond  was  convicted  on  a  third 
charge,  stated  by  the  Court  to  be  a 
graver  offence  than  the  other  charges,  to 
14  days'  imprisonment,  and  ordered 
at  the  expiration  of  that  period  to  enter 


into  security  himself  in  the  sum  of  £200> 
and  two  sureties  of  ^100  each,  to  be  of 
good  behaviour,  or  in  de&ult  to  go  to 
prison  for  four  months ;  whether  there 
is  an  appeal  from  the  last  sentence; 
whether  the  Magistrates  refused  to  im- 
pose a  sentence  which  would  give  a  right 
of  appeal ;  whether  the  same  course  of 
refusing  an  appeal  has  not  been  adopted 
recently  by  the  same  Magistrates  in  th* 
case  of  Mr.  Fisher,  editor  of  the  MuntUr 
Exprees  ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
every  decision  of  Messrs.  Considine  and 
Irwin  brought  before  Judge  Waters  has 
been  reversed  by  him  P 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  defer  this  question.  I 
have  not  received  a  full  Report  on  the 
case  yet. 

THE  STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 
Mb.  THOMAS  SUTHERLAND 
Greenock) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  it 
may  be  understood  that  the  final  decision 
as  to  the  increased  military  contribution 
proposed  to  be  levied  on  the  Strai  ts  Settle- 
ments will  remain  in  abeyance  until  the 
promised  Correspondence  and  Papers  are 
in  possession  of  the  House  ? 

•Barox  H.  de  WORMS :  As  the  Corres- 
pondence  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  to 
Parliament  will  not  be  complete  unless 
it  comprises  the  final  decision  d  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  I  am  afraid  that 
it  would  not  be  possible  that  the  decision 
should  remain  in  abeyance  until  the 
Papers  are  in  the  possession  of  the  House. 

SIR  HERCULES  ROBINSON. 
Sib  DONALD  CURRIE  (Perthshire, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  will 
be  good  enough  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  copies  of  the  Letter  from  the 
B'oreign  Office,  dated  the  12th  February, 
1889,  addres.sed  to  the  Colonial  Office, 
with  the  enclosure  therein  referred  to ; 
also  Sir  Hercules  Robinson's  Despatch 
to  Lord  Knutsford,  dated  the  15th  April, 
1889  (No.  270),  with  the  enclosure  to 
the  said  Letter,  being  a  Minute  of  the 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Cape,  Sir  Gordon 
Sprigg,  addressed  to  the  Governor  of 
Cape  Colony,  and  dated  Cape  Town,  9th 
April,  1889? 
*SiE  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  cannot  answer 
without  notice ;  but  as  the  Papers  include 
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a  document  written  by  a  Foreign 
Ambassador,  I  do  not  tbink  I  can  promise 
the  Papers. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
SiE  W.  HAR(X)URT  (Derby) :  What 
will  be  the  business  to-morrow  t 

•Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  In  pursuance  of 
an  undertaking  that  has  been  given,  the 
Police  Vote  in  Supply  will  be  taken  to- 
morrow, when  the  question  of  the 
position  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  may 
be  discussed.  After  that  the  Votes  in 
Supply  will  be  taken  in  their  regular 
order. 

SiE  W.  HAROOURT :  Will  any  Papers, 
with  reference  to  the  relations  between 
the  Home  Secretary  and  Mr.  Monro,  be 
laid  on  the  Table  before  the  Debate  ? 

•Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  If  there  are  any 
Papers  which  can  properly  be  laid  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  relating  to  the 
relations  that  exist  between  the  Home 
Secretary  and  the  Ckimmissioner  of 
Police  I  will  take  care  that  they  are 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Members  to- 
morrow. 


REFORMATOKY  SCHOOLS  BILL 
[LORDS]. 
Bill  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.  [Bill  347.] 

IKDU8TRIAL  [SCHOOLS  BILL  [LORDS]. 
Bill  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  nozt,  and  to 
be  printed.  {Bill  348.] 

YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS  BILL  [LORDS]. 
Bill  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.  [Bill  349.] 

ORDERS  OF   THE  DAY. 


LOCAL  TAXATION  (CUSTOMS 
rXCISEj  DUTIES  BILL.— (No 
COMMITTEG. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Question  put,  "That  the  Clause,  as 
amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

(5.20.)  The  Committee  divided  :— 
Ayes  228  ;  Noes  224.— (Div.  List,  No. 
148.) 
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(5.36.)  Mb.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  (Liver- 
pool, Scotland)  :  I  beg  leave  to  tnove. 
Sir,  that  you  report  Progress.  I  think 
after  this  Division  it  is  really  an  abuse 
of  the  forms  of  the  House  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  persevere  with  this  Bill.  The 
House  of  Commons  has  now  decisively 
pronounced  against  them.  In  order  to 
give  the  Government  an  opportunity  of 
re-considering  their  position,  I  beg  to 
move  that  you  report  Progress. 

(5.37.)  Motion  made,  and  Question 
proposed,  "That  the  Chairman  report 
Progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — 
{Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor.) 

•(5.37.)  Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  will  not  be  surprised  to  hear 
that  I  do  not  agree  with  him.  The 
Government  do  not  think  that  the 
House  has  decisively  pronounced  against 
them. 
An  hon.  Membsb  :  Not  yet. 
•Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  No,  not  yet  On 
Tuesday  evening  when  Progress  was 
reported  the  hon.  Member  for  Sunder- 
land (Mr.  Storey)  was  in  the  middle  of 
his  speech  moving  the  rejection  of  the 
1st  clause,  and  it  was  expected  that 
to-night  he  would  continue  his  speech. 
Right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
have  had  the  advantage  of  a  surprise, 
and  they  deserve  full  credit  for  it  in 
every  respect ;  whatever  it  amounts  to 
in  the  country  and  the  House  of 
Commons  they  have  the  credit  of  it. 
We  propose  to  proceed  with  the  ordinary 
business. 

(5.39.)  Me.  STOREY  (Sunderland): 
Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  a  word 
in  reply  to  the  observations  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  is  perfectly 
true  that  I  got  the  better  portion  of 
my  speech  delivered  the  night  before 
last,  but  the  right  hon.  GenfclemaB 
will  not  say  that  because  I  got  through 
the  more  important  part  of  my  speech 
on  that  occasion  I  am,  therefore, 
compelled  to  go  on  with  it  this  after- 
noon. It  seems  to  me  he  is  never 
satisfied.  If  we  speak  at  length,  he 
says  we  are  obstructive  ;  if  we  do  not 
speak  at  all,  he  says  we  take  him  bj 
surprise.  The  Government  have  taken 
the  people  of  this  country  by  surprise, 
and  I  think  it  is  probable  that  tofore 
long  the  people  of  the  country  will  sur- 
prise them.  So  far  as  the  present  Motion 
is  concerned,  I  have  no  desire  to  prevent 
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business  going  on.  I  hate  the  Bill,  and 
I  am  delighted  that  the  Government 
have  brought  it  in.  I  propose  for  one  to 
continue  vaj  opposition  to  it,  and  I  think 
the  majoritj  of  the  Members  of  the 
House  will  end  either  by  opposing  it  or 
by  expressing  a  significant  opinion  bj 
their  absence,  so  that  in  the  end  what 
we  hoped  to  achieve  this  afternoon  will 
be  after  all  accomplished. 

(5.42.)  Me.  cavendish  BEN- 
TINCK  (Whitshaven) :  As  an  old 
Member  of  this  House,  I  beg  entirely 
to  differ  from  the  hon.  Member  who 
has  made  this  Motion.  I  heard  the 
speech,  or  part  of  a  speech,  which 
was  delivered  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sunderland  when  wu  were  last  in 
Committee.  To^y,  before  the  Question 
was  put,  I  observed  what  was  passing  on 
the  Opposition  Benches.  I  saw  hou. 
Members  in  close  conversation,  and  I 
saw  their  gestures  and  what  took  place 
between  hon.  Members  below  the  G(ang- 
way  opposite  and  their  Front  Bench. 
Anyone  who  witnessed  what  occurred 
could  not  help  bat  form  his  own  conclu- 
sion that  the  Committee  was  purposely 
taken  by  surprise. 

(5.43.)  Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE 
(Edinburgh,  Mid  Lothian):  The  pur- 
pose of  this  Motion  made  by  my  hon. 
Friend,  if  I  may  venture  to  construe 
it,  was  to  make  a  repres'^ntation  to  the 
Government  and  to  suggest  to  the 
Government  the  advisableness  of  with- 
drawing the  Bill.  It  was  ia  our  power 
to  have  continued  the  Debate  on  the  first 
clause  by  advancing  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  its  rejection,  but  we  trusted  to 
expedite  business  by  forgoing  our  privi 
lege  of  continuing  the  Debate.  My  hon. 
Friend  having  gained  the  object  of  this 
Motion — namely,  to  give  the  right  hon. 
dentleman  the  leader  of  the  House  an 
-opportunity  of  declaring  the  intention  of 
the  Government — I  do  not  think  the 
Motion  ought  to  be  pressed  to  a  Division. 
Of  course,  I  need  not  say  how  deeply  I 
regret  the  course  the  Government  are 
pursuing.  Still,  in  the  circumstances, 
the  opportunity  having  been  afforded,  we 
ought  not  to  consume  time  by  taking 
another  Division ;  and,  therefore,  I  hope 
my  hon.  Friend  will  withdraw  the 
Motion. 

(5.4.5.)    Mb.   T.   P.  O'CONNOR:    I 
made  it,  as   the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
correctly  says,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
Mr.  Storey 


the  Government  a  last  opportunity  at 
escaping.  ["Not  last."]  WeU,  last  but 
one  ;  but  as  they  have  not  taken  it, 
of  course  I  shall  not  persevere  with  my 
Motion. 

(5.45.)  Me.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  notice 
that  the  Irish  Secrettuy  is  looking  ex- 
tremely pleased  at  what  has  occurred — 
[«  Order."] 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  2. 

(5.45.)  Me.  S.  WILLIAMSON  (Wi- 
mar  nock,  &o.) :  I  beg  to  move,  in 
Clause  2,  page  2,  line  2,  to  leave  out 
"Out  of."  I  move  this  Amendment 
with  the  object  of  introducing  the 
proposal  contained  in  a  second  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper,  which  proposes  that 
the  Scotch  share  of  the  money  shall  be 
devoted  to  the  purpose  of  entirely  freeing 
parents  in  Scotland  from  the  liability  of 
paying  school  fees,  and  also  for  the 
creation,  extension,  and  improvement  of 
fishery  harbours  on  the  coast  c^  Scotland, 
as  against  the  Government  proposal  for 
buying  out  public  houses.  I  can  safely 
say  tl«t  in  Scotland  the  entire  feeling  oif 
the  people  is  against  the  Government 
in  this  matter.  I  have  presented 
many  Petitions  against  the  Govern- 
ment proposals,  and  though  I  have 
presented  three  in  hvour  of  them,  those 
have*  been  from  Wine  and  Spirit  and 
Beer  Associations.  I  have  not  received  for 
presentation  a  single  Petition  from  a 
public  meeting  of  citizens  in  favour  at 
the  Bill,  but  the  strongest  expressions 
of  feeling  against  it  have  reached  me  from 
all  parts  of  Scotland.  It  is  proposed 
to  hand  over  an  annual  grant  of 
£130,000  to  Scotland,  but  the  framers  of 
this  measure  wish  to  devote  a  large  por- 
tion of  that  sum  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  out  licences.  My  proposal  is  that 
instead  of  being  put  to  sach  a  purpose,  it 
should  be  used  in  supplementing  the 
grant  which  has  been  already  given  to 
free  the  compulsory  standards  in  Scot- 
land, and  for  extending  and  improvii^ 
our  fishery  harbours.  The  need  dt 
proper  fishery  harbours  is  much  felt  in 
Scotland.  There  are  several  small 
villages  and  towns  without  the  resource* 
or  the  means  of  providing  harbour 
accommodation,  aud  the  want  is  all  the 
more  felt  now  that  large  boats  are  being 
used  and  that  steam  trawling  is  being 
carried  on.       In   regard  to  the  appoi^ 
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tionment  of  the  money,  I  woald  suggest 
that  j£50,000  shonld  be  giren  for  har- 
bours, and  j£70,000  should  be  given  for 
the  complete  freeing  of  education — so 
far  as  the  payment  of  fees  is  concerned. 
This  sum,  I  believe,  will  be  enough — in 
&ct,  there  will  be  a  certain  small 
balance  left  to  be  dealt  with.  It  is,  o( 
course,  in  the  competency  of  the  Ck)m- 
mittee  to  alter  these  fig^ures,  but  the 
object  of  my  Amendment -is  simply  to 
bring  up  the  question  of  the  creation  and 
improvement  of  harbours  iu  Scotland 
and  the  question  of  education,  as  opposed 
to  the  policy  of  buying  up  the  public 
houses.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  object 
I  have  in  view  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
House. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
2,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  Out  of." — {Mr. 
8.  Williamson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  Out  of '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

(5.49.)  Mb., R  T.EEID  (Dumfries, 
&e.) :  I  desire  to  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Elilmamoch  Burghs,  as  I  understand  it  is 
competent  for  us  to  discuss  the  propriety 
of  applying  the  money  allocated  to  Scot- 
land under  this  Bill  for  the  purpose  for 
which  the  hon.  Member  would  design  it, 
er  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  designed 
by  the  Government.  I  must  say  I  think 
the  Government  have  exhibited  an 
unusual  degree  of  perverse  ingenuity  in 
the  number  of  vexed  and  difficult  ques- 
tions they  have  succeeded  in  raising  by 
this  Bill  and  this  clause.  They  have 
raised  the  whole  question  of  licensing 
and  of  the  proprietors  of  licences  being 
bought  out  by  the  County  authorities. 
They  have  raised  the  whole  question  of 
temperance  as  it  affects  the  whole  of  the 
United  Kingdom — and  no  doubt  it  is 
known  to  the  Government  themselves 
that  this  is  an  extremely  thorny  question. 
But  they  have  raised  also  another,  a  still 
more  difficult  and  delicate  question,  and 
that  is  how  iar  this  House  is  going  to 
impose  its  will  upon  the  Scotch  Members 
assembled  here.  There  has  been  a  Row- 
ing irritation  since  this  Government 
came  into  power  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  Scotch  Members  have  been  per- 
petually outvoted  on  Scotch  questions. 
Hilherto  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  shown  their  wdlingness  to  use  their 
voting  power  in  refusing  such  Amend- 


ments of  the  law  as  Scotch  Members 
desire,  but  now  they  are  taking  a  step 
forward  in  this  direction,  forcing  down 
our  throats  alterations  in  the  law  against 
which  the  great  majority  of  Scotch 
Members  are  resolutely  opposed,  backed, 
I  will  undertake  to  say,  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  Scotch  constituencies.  I 
will  go  so  far  as  to  say  there  is  no  ques- 
tion afEecting  our  social  life  in  which  our 
constituencies  take  a  deeper  intei-est 
than  this  question  of  temperance  legisla- 
tion. It  may  be  that  our  people  suSer 
more  from  the  vice  of  intemperance,  or 
it  may  be  that  our  people  more  appreciate 
the  far-reaching  consequences  of  these 
evils,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  Scotch 
people  are  deeply  anxious  by  all  means 
in  their  power  to  put  an  end  to  this  evil, 
and  it  is  quite  certain  that  we  Scotch 
Members  have  received  more  representa- 
tions, more  petitions,  on  this  one  subject 
iu  the  last  two  or  three  weeks  than 
upon  almost  any  subject  which  has 
come  before  the  Scotch  constituencies 
in  recent  years.  I  have  myself  pre- 
sented many  petitions,  and  I  have 
received  numerous  letters,  not  only 
from  members  of  my  own  Party,  but 
from  those  opposed  to  me,  condemning 
the  Government  proposals,  and  I  think 
every  one  of  my  colleagues  has  had 
similar  experience.  How  are  our  repre- 
sentations treated  ?  The  Committee  is 
almost  without  Engflish  Conservative 
Members ;  they  do  not  care  to  hear  our 
arguments  and  follow  our  discussions ; 
we  are  ready  to  represent  the  distinction 
there  is  between  our  position  in  this 
matter  and  the  position  in  England,  but 
our  arguments,  so  &r  as  English  Con- 
servative Members  are  concerned,  are 
addressed  to  empty  Benches.  No  apology 
is  needed  for  stating  our  case  adequately  ; 
we  shall  make  our  protest,  and  English 
as  well  as  Scoteh  constituencies  will 
judge  of  the  manner  in  which  we  are 
treated.  First,  let  me  point  out  that  the 
feeling  in  Scotland  against  this  Bill  comes 
from  either  Party,  and  I  may  illustrate 
this  by  reference  to  the  chief  burgh  in 
the  constituency  I  represent.  The  tem- 
perance feeling  there  is  as  strong  among 
the  Conservatives  as  among  the  Liberals. 
When  the  Earlier  Closing  Bill  was 
before  the  House,  a  Bill  with  the  object 
•f  enabling  bui^hs  in  Scotland  to  close 
public  houses  an  hour  earlier  than  here- 
tofore, a  public  meeting  was  convened  in 
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my  constituency,  and  it  was  resolved 
by  the  Town  Council  to  take  a  pUbiseite 
of  the  population  on  the  subject.  The 
ProTOst  of  the  town  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  to  carry  out  thearrrangements, 
and  the  Town  ^lerk  was  Secretary. 
Voting  pipers  were  sent  out  to  the  4,088 
ratepayers  in  the  burgh,  and,  as  my 
hon.  Friends  know,  Dumfries  for  a 
Scotch  burgh  contains  a  rery  con- 
siderable number  of  Conservatives.  Out 
of  those  who  returned  voting  papers, 
2,472  were  in  favour  of  putting  the  Act 
in  force,  and  only  313  were  against  it. 
It  is,  therefore,  shown  that  the  opinion  is 
not  confined  to  temperance  fanatics, 
Badicals,  and  such-like  objectionable 
classes,  mistrusted  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  but  the  respectable  Conserva- 
tive classes  joined  with  the  Liberals  in 
what  they  believed  to  be  the  interests  of 
temperance.  Now,  the  Government  say 
this  is  a  temperance  Bill,  and  a  Member 
of  the  Government  must  needs  have 
command  of  his  countenance  when  he 
says  so,  and  Party  zeal  must  have  blinded 
the  judgment  of  any  hon.  Member  who 
seriously  believes  tlus.  Out  of  the  BiU 
I  suppose  Scotland  will  get  £50,000  a 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing 
licences,  and  these  licensed  houses  in 
Scotland  are  worth  .£20,000,000  at  a 
low  valuation.  If  my  calculation  is 
correct,  then  400  years  are  required 
before  existing  licsnoes  can  be  abolished. 
Take  the  case  of  Dumfries — and  I  sup- 
pose every  hon.  Member  will  be  apt  to 
find  an  illustration  in  his  own  con- 
stituency— in  Dumfries  there  are  82 
licensed  houses,  each  worth  I  suppose 
on  an  average  JS  1,000,  a  tottl  of 
£82,000.  The  portion  of  this  grant 
falling  to  Dumfries  would  be  £224 
a  year,  so  it  is  quite  apparent  no  tangible 
progress  can  be  made  towards  the  end 
all  hon.  Members  in  their  hearts  desire 
by  means  of  such  proposals  as  these. 
But  this  by  no  means  represents  the 
Tiselessness  and  in  utility  of  the  measure. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  forget  that 
when  you  take  away  three  or  four  or 
more  licences  you  thereby  prt^ressively 
increase  the  value  of  the  remaining 
licences  you  do  not  take  away.  Suppose 
in  one  particular  part  of  a  burgh  you 
have  five  licences,  if  you  destroy  one  you 
do  not  destroy  all  the  trade  carried  on  by 
that  house,  but  90  per  cent,  of  it  pro- 
bably goes  to  the  remaining  four  houses, 
Mr.  R.  1.  Eeid 


and  their  value  is  thereby  increased. 
Then,  when  you  destroy  another  of  the 
four  90  per  cent,  of  the  trade  of  ihe 
second  house  is  transferred  to  the  three 
remaining  houses ;  therefore,  when  you 
propose  to  devote  a  certain  sum  to  the 
buying  up  of  licences,  remember  a  great 
deal  of  the  money  you  spend  is  re-in- 
vested at  once  by  the  nature  of  your 
operation  in  increasing  the  value  of 
other  remaining  houses.  It  is  the  most 
thriftless  system  that  can  be  devised.  If 
we  are  to  buy  up  licensed  houses,  a 
policy  I  repudiate,  at  least  we  should  do 
so  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Birminghun 
suggested,  purchasing  them  en  bloe,  not 
buying  them  on  a  system  which  obliges  as 
to  pay  for  them  over  again  successive^. 
This  leads  me  to  say  a  word  or  two 
upon  the  question,  what  is  the  real  legal 
position?  Are  we  bound  to  buy  up 
public  houses  before  we  extinguish  themf 
If  we  are  bound  in  honour  or  by  the  legal 
rights  and  position  of  publicans  to  buy 
the  licences,  it  will  be  one  of  the  grreetest 
calamities  to  the  cause  of  temperance 
that  can  be  imagined.  But  I  entirely 
deny  that  there  is  such  legal  right,  and 
I  must  express  my  satisfaction  at  seeing 
the  Solicitor  General  present,  inasmuch 
as  I  shall  have  to  say  something  upon 
the  attitude  he  and  his  learned  colleagne 
the  Attorney  General  have  thoi^t 
proper  to  take  up  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
Two  years  ago  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment brought  in  a  Bill,  one  clause  ol 
which  frankly  recognised,  so  far  as 
England  was  concerned,  that  the  pub- 
licans had  a  vested  interest  in  their 
licences.  The  clause  was  contested  in 
the  House,  and  the  Solicitor  Greneral  took 
occasion  to  say  that  if  an  on-licence  was 
refused  renewal  upon  a  public  g^nnd, 
as,  for  example,  tluit  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  renew  it  in  the  public  interest, 
the  Court  could  interfere  by  what  is 
called  a  mandamus  to  compel  the  Magis- 
trate to  renew  it.  Subsequently  a  case 
was  decided  which  really  settled  the 
matter  beyond  all  possible  doubt  or  con- 
troversy. By  the  case  "  Sharp  v.  Wake- 
fiel(^'  it  was  decided,  and  I  am  now 
quoting  from  the  authorised  version, 
that— 

"  The  discretion  of  the  Justices  aa  to  granting 
and  refusiDg  a  licence  by  wayof  renewal,  under 
the  LicenMng  Act  of  1828  and  the  LiceoAng 
Acts  of  1872  and  1874,  in  respect  of  exciseable 
liquors  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises,  is  absolute 
provided  it  be  ezerdEed  jndioially.' 
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Let  me  state  what  the  iaaia  of  the  case 
were.  On  an  application  to  the  Jnstices, 
under  the  Licensing  Act  of  1828,  for  a 
renewal  of  a  licence  to  sell  ezciseable 
liquor  by  retail  to  be  drunk  on  the  pre- 
mises, the  Jnstices  refused  to  renew  the 
licence,  on  the  ground  of  the  remoteness 
of  the  inn  from  police  supervision  and 
the  character  and  the  necessities  of  the 
neighbourhood.  An  appeal  to  the  Quar- 
ter Sessions  was  dismissed,  and  on  a  case 
being  stated  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Court,  Lord  Esher,  the  Master  of  the 
Bolls,  Lord  Justice  Fry,  and  Lord  Justice 
Lopes,  confirming  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Qaeen's  Bench,  held  that  the 
discretion  rested  in  the  Justices  under  the 
Licensing  Act  of  1828  had  not  been 
afEected  by  the  Licensing  Acts  of  1872 
and  1874,  and  that  it  was,  therefore, 
competent  for  them  to  withhold  the 
licence  on  the  grounds  stated.  I  do  not 
onderstand  what  the  Solicitor  General  and 
the  Attorney  General  mean  when  they 
tell  as  that  that  case  does  not  decide  the 
question  which  is  in  issue  before  us 
now.  In  my  judgment  it  decides  the 
question  as  clearly  as  any  decision  pos- 
sibly can  decide  any  question.  The 
Attorney  Ql«neral  appears  to  hare  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  it  could  not  be 
a  judicial  exercise  of  discretion  if 
the  discretion  was  so  exercised  as  to 
refuse  a  licence  to  a  respectable  and 
proper  and  worthy  man.  By  the  decision 
in  the  case  of  Sharp  v.  Wakefield,  the 
contrary  is  expressly  laid  down,  and 
when  we  are  considering  as  a  matter  of 
policy  the  wisdom  or  the  unwisdom  of 
entering  upon  a  purchase  of  public  houses 
with  public  money,  the  very  root  of  our 
investigations  must  necessarily  be  what 
are  the  legal  rights  possessed  by  the 
publicans  or  the  owners  of  the  public 
houses.  I  say  those  legal  rights  admit 
of  the  licences  bsing  refused.  As  to 
the  practice  in  Scotluid  regarding  tjie 
renewal  of  licences,  I  have  no  doubt 
hon.  Gentleman  around  me  will  be  able 
to  qnote  instance  after  instance  in  which 
renewals  have  been  refused  in  different 
parts  of  Scotland  without  any  compensa- 
tion at  all.  In  the  Bui^h  of  Dumfries 
there  were,  20  years  ago,  120  licences; 
now  there  are  only  82  licences.  In  a 
few  cases,  no  doubt,  licences  have  been 
withdrawn  \yj  reason  of  conviction  for 
offences.  That,  of  course,  does  not 
enter  into  the  consideration.     But  the 


remainder  have  been  extinguished  in 
this  manner.  It  has  been  the  rule  of 
the  Bench  to  refuse  renewals  wherever 
the  property  has  changed  hands,  or 
wherever  the  tenant  has  died,  or  has 
removed.  There  have  only  been  two 
classes  of  exceptions  to  this  rule.  The 
first  class  is  that  of  hotels,  not  public 
houses  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word, 
bat  houses  of  general  entertainment ; 
and  the  second  is  a  case  where  a  widow, 
for  example,  or  some  other  near  relative 
has  been  left,  and  where  there  has  been 
some  sympathyfelt  for  her,and  also  where 
it  has  has  been  proved  that  the  house 
has  been  exceptionally  well  conducted. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  licence 
has  been  renewed  to  the  survivor.  But 
such  has  been  the  operation  of  this 
rule  or  practice  of  the  Bench  that 
we  have  succeeded  in  reducing  the 
licences  in  20  years  by  something 
over  30  per  cent.  Of  course,  I  need  not 
assure  the  Committee  that  in  no  single 
case  has  any  compensation  been  asked  or 
paid  by  any  human  being.  What  must 
necessarily  be  the  effect  of  the  clause 
under  discussion  in  a  place  like  Dum- 
fries 1  It  is  very  easy  to  say  that  you 
reserve,  as  you  do  reserve  in  the  Bill, 
the  power  of  the  Licensing  Justices  to 
use- all  the  discretionary  authority  they 
have  at  the  present  time,  but  is  it  not 
perfectly  obvious  that  the  fact  of 
enabling  County  Councils  to  buy  public 
houses  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing 
them  will  set  up  two  methods  of  ex- 
tinguishing licences,  one  the  rival  of  the 
other?  There  will  be  the  old  method 
of  refusing  to  renew  without  compeosa- 
tion,  and  there  will  be  the  other  method 
of  buying  up  the  licences  with  full 
compensation.  Can  anybody  doubt  that 
when  these  are  alongside  of  each  other, 
these  two  different  methods,  one  which 
appears  to  be  compassionate  and  kindly, 
and  the  other  which  appears  by  contrast 
to  be  harsh  and  unfeeUng,  the  sympathy 
of  the  public  will  go  in  the  direction  of 
buying  or  giving  compensation,  instead 
of  in  the  direction  of  refusing  to  renew 
the  licence,  as  has  heretofore  been  the 
rule.  It  cannot  be  otherwise,  and  when 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  point  with  exultation  to 
the  fact  that  the  l^;al  position  is  intended 
to  be  reserved,  they  entirely  forget  the 
moral  effect  of  a  law  of  this  kind.  Sup- 
pose,   for    example,    they    carry    their 
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proposition,  and  give  Connty  Councils 
the  power  of  granting  and  renewing 
licences,  and  at  the  same  time  g^ve  them 
the  power  of  baying  licences,  is  it  not 
obvious  that  the  County  Councils  will 
practically  be  disabled  from  using  the 
most  beneficial  power  of  refusing  re- 
newal of  licences,  but  will  be  driven 
by  public  opinion  into  the  use  of  the 
power  of  purchase  1  That  is  the  view  of 
my  constituents.  A  public  meeting  in 
Damfries  has  condemned  the  proposals 
of  the  Government.  Is  it  a  statesman- 
like coarse  to  force  upon '  Scotland  a 
clause  of  this  character  1  IJon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  know  perfectly  well  that  a 
majority  of  two  to  one,  perhaps  a  great 
deal  more  than  two  to  one,  of  the  Scotch 
Members  are  resisting  this  BiU.  Why  is 
it  that  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  they 
insist  on  ruthlessly  using  their  majority, 
without  taking  the  trouble  to  oome  in 
and  hear  what  oar  arguments  are? 
We  have  been  told  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government 
Board  that  the  Government  do 
not  regard  this  BUI  as  a  final 
settlement  of  the  matter,  that  be- 
fore the  introdaction  of  the  Bill 
they  received  no  hint,  either  from  the 
brewers  or  the  publicans,  or  any  branch 
of  the  trade,  that  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  were  wanted,  and  that  a 
general  Bill,  dealing  with  the  entire 
question  of  compensation,  will  be  intro- 
duced before  long,  tinder  these  circum- 
stances, it  requires  some  ingenuity  to 
understand  what  can  be  the  motive  of 
the  Government  in  the  dogged  determina- 
tion they  seem  to  evince  to  impose  the 
Bill  upon  the  reluctant  Members  for 
Scotland.  My  belief  is  that  the  real 
reason  is  not  to  be  found  merely  in  what 
I  may  call  a  feeling  of  pride,  but  in  the 
fact  that  the  public  house  trade,  like 
other  trades,  is  keen  enough  to  scent  an 
advantage.  It  did  not  take  the  trade 
long  to  find  out  that  the  Bill  contained 
within  it  a  principle  which  would  make 
it  veiy  difficult  hereafter  to  interfere,  in 
any  manner,  with  their  trade,  and  they 
have,  no  doubt,  put  on  the  Government 
pressure,  pressure  of  that  character 
which  is  understood  when  it  comes  from 
keen  and  strong  political  supporters. 
Although  it  may  have  been  brought  in 
in  the  cause  of  temperance,  the  Bill  has 
now  become  nothing  more  than  a  flag- 
rant job  in  the  interest  of  the  owners  of 
Mr.  B.  T.  Eeid 


public  house  prosperity,  and  I  believe 
that,  if  the  Government  do  persevere 
with  it,  it  will  prove  to  be  as  disastrong 
to  them  as  it  will  be  injurious  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country. 

•(6.20.)  Mr.  mark  STEWART(Kirk. 
cudbright):  Myhon.andlearnedFriendhas 
pointed  out  when  this  Bill  passes  there 
will  be  two  methods  of  putting  down 
public  houses,  and  he  maintains  that  the 
Local  Authority  wiU,  no  donbt,  stiU 
exercise  their  authority,  but  they  will 
be  very  unwilling  to  do  so.  I  contend 
that  they  will  be  more  willing  to  do  so 
than  before,  because  they  wiU  not  only 
have  the  law  on  their  side,  bat  they  will 
have  a  certain  amount  of  money  with 
which  to  assist  people  to  get  out  of  tiuir 
public  houses.  Then  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  complained  that 
English  opinion  is  continually  votmg 
down  Scotch  opinion.-  [Cheers.']  Hot. 
Gentlemen  who  cheer  must  know  ibait 
Scotch  opinion  very  often  rules  down 
English  opinion.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
Irish  and  Scotch  opinion,  I  should  like 
to  know  what  would  be  the  position  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  ? 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  Just  wh»t 
it  is. 

•Mr.  mark  STEWART:  Just  what 
it  is  means  150  votes  upon  a  Division, 
and  instead  of  the  Government  winning 
by  4  votes  tonight,  their  majority  would 
have  been  more  Kke  154.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  also  complained  that 
the  Conservative  Members  were  not 
present  to  listen  to  his  arguments,  but 
if  he  looked  around  him  he  would  have 
found  that  the  Opposition  Benches  were 
comparatively  empty. 

Mb.  R.  T.  REID  :  I  did  not  complain 
that  Conservative  Members  did  not 
listen  to  what  I  said,  but  that  ihey  never 
listened  to  what  any  Scotch  Member 
said. 

•Mk.  mark  STEWART :  With  the 
exception  of  a  few  minutes,  when  I  tras 
called  out  of  the  House,  I  sat  through 
the  whole  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  remarks.  Reference  has 
been  mode  to  the  Petitions  presented  to 
the  House,  but  we  know  very  well  how 
Petitions  are  manufactured.  Again,  we 
know  how  public  meetings  are  called  to- 
gether. People  do  not  care  to  differ 
with  what  is  said  at  meetings,  but  when 
a    poll    takes     place    things    are    very 
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veutiire  to  saj  no  Scotch  Member  thinks 
his  countrymen  do  not  understand  this 
question  most  thoroogbly,  and  also  the 
nature  of  this  monopoly,  from  which  the 
holders  derive  large  gains  each  year ; 
from  a  monopoly  not  given,  as  in  times 
past  monopolies  were  supposed  to  be 
given,  for  public  service,  and  for  which 
this  Bill  will  provide  compensation  by 
payment  of  a  capital  sum.  The  Scotch 
p.-ople  understand  this  question,  and  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  suffer  from  the 
drink  trafiSc.  I  do  not  exaggerate  when 
I  say  the  feeling  is  univeiwtl  in  Scotland ' 
among  the  mass  of  the  people  against 
'  this  Bill ;  there  is  a  difference  of  degree 
in  the  opinion  'in  Scotland  and  in  Eng- 
land, and,  strong  as  the  feeling  may  be 
in  England,  it  is  stronger  in  Scotland. 
There  is  this  distinction,  too,  which  I 
hope  Members  will  keep  in  view,  that 
we  are  in  a  position  of  advantage  in  pro- 
posing a  diversion  of  these  funds  from 
the  purpose  proposed  in  the  Bill.  When 
English  Members  make  similar  pro- 
posals, they  are  under  the  disadvantage ' 
of  proposing  the  appropriation  of  money 
to  purposes  for  which  they  have  to  in- 
vent the  machinery.  But  we,  thanks 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen  (Dr. 
Hunter),  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  College  Division  (Dr.  Cameron), 
have  at  the  moment  the  machinery  for 
the  distribution  in  excellent  working  - 
order.  Wehave  the  machineryfor  making  - 
payment  of  fees  in  Scotch  schools,  and ' 
we  do  not  ask  now  to  set  up  new  macbi-  r 
nary  for  public  expenditure,  but  only 
for  more  money  to  be  devoted  to  a 
purpose  of  great  utility,  and  by  machinery 
we  have  now  at  work.  We  would  have 
fees  abolished,  and  make  education  free 
in  every  school  throughout  Scotland,  and 
in  every  standard,  compulsory  and  non- 
compulsory  alike.  I  take  it,  we  may 
all  safely  vote  for  this  Amendment, 
which  goes  against  the  clause  as  a  whole, 
and,  if  we  should  carry  this  Amendment, 
and  the  Gh>vemment  should  go  on  with 
the  Bill,  it  would  be  easy  to  frame 
Amendments  to  enable  the  whole  of  the 
money  to  be  devoted  to  the  payment  of' 
fees  in  elementary  schools.  But  it  is- 
quite  another  matter  when  this  Amend- 
ment is  passed,  and  we  come  to  the 
second  Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend. 
I  must  own  that  that  Amendment  will 
place  many  of  us  in  a  great  difficulty^ 
because  the  great  feeling  among  Scotch 
3  E 


different.  Besides,  all  tho- Petitions  are 
not  on  one  side ;  only  yesterday  a 
Petition  from  Scotland,  signed  by 
between  40,000  and  50,000  people,  was 
presented  in  favour  of  the  proposals ; 
and  1  never  recollect  receiving  so  many 
Petitions  in  favour  of  any  Government 
measure.  It  is  quite  possible  that  a 
laige  numbef  of  licences  may  be  done 
away  with  by  this  Bill.  It  may  only  be 
necessary  to  give  some  people  who  are 
turned  out  of  their  public  houses,  £50 
or  jCIOO,  but  the  granting  of  this  com- 
pensation, or,  properly  speaking,  purchase 
money,  would  take  the  edge  off  the 
feeling  in  the  country,  that  it  would  be 
a  bard  thing  to  turn  men  out  of  their 
houses  without  giving  them  some  recom- 
pense. It  is  said  ^at  a  man  gets  a 
licence  for  nothing,  but  immediately 
obtains  a  large  profit  thereby.  But  the 
man  pays  for  the  licence  he  gets; 
although  he  does  get  his  certificate  for 
nothing.  He  has  to  pay  a  heavy  duty  in 
order  to  trade,  and  if  you  allow  him  to 
trade  yon  sanction  his  business.  Under 
all  the  circumstances,'!  shall  oppose  this 
Amendment. 

(6.28.)  SiB  G.  TREVELYAN  (Glas- 
gow, Biidgeton) :  There  are  great 
differences  between  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  which,  I  think,  should 
be  pointed  out  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
The  first  difference  is  the  enormous 
strength  and  universality  of  the  feeling 
on  this  question  in  Scotland  as  expressed 
not  indistinctly  by  the  Divisions  in  this 
House.  I  am  not  exaggerating  when  I 
say  that  on  what  was  practically  the 
Sebond  Bsading  Division,  a  Division  far 
less  favourable  than  that  Second  Reading 
Division  which  we  got  early  in  the  Ist 
clause,  and  still  less  &vourable  than  that 
third  Second  Receding  Division  which  we 
got  this  afternoon — I  am  not  exaggera- 
ting when  I  say  that  even  in  the  most 
nn^vourable  of  these  Divisions,  there 
were,  taking  the  pairs  into  account,  46 
SootchMembers  against  theBillto23forit. 
These  23  not  only  included  the  devoted 
adherents  of  the  Government  who,  from 
Party  motives  we  can  all  respect,  stuck 
to  the  Government  in  their  difficulty, 
but  included  several  official  Members. 
The  hon.  Member  who  who  has  just 
spoken  says  that  resolutions  have  been 
passed  at  public  meetings,  and  Petitions 
have  been  signed,  under  misapprehension 
of  the  nature   of  this  Bill,  but  I  will 

VOL.  CXXXXLY.     [thisd  siBixs.] 
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Members  is  in  favour  of  applying  this 
money  to  the  extinguishing  of  fees  in 
fee-paying  schools,  and,  therefore,  I  hope 
my  hon.  .Friend  (Mr.  Williamson)  will 
alter  his  Amendment  so  as  to  enable  ns 
to  take  a  vote  upon  that  proposal  But 
the  present  Amendment  is  directed  to 
defeating  that  pait  of  the  clause  to  which 
we  all  object — that  is  to  say,  to  apply- 
ing this  money  to  buying  up  public 
houses.  What  a  preposterous  proposal 
is  that  now  before  us  !  In  Scotland 
there  are  15,400  licences  to  3,750,000 
of  people,  a  proportion  of  one  to  every 
212  people,  very  nearly  the  proportion 
in  England  where  it  is  one  to  every 
202  inhabitants.  I  only  call  attention 
to  this  because  it  enables  us  to  get  at  the 
minimum,  cost  of  a  public  house  in  Soot- 
land.  We  know  that  in  England  it  is, 
roughly  speaking,  .£2,000,  and  I  assume 
that  in  Scotland  it  ia  about  the  same,  or 
say,  an  average  of  jB2,000,  for  Scotland 
is  a  country  at  least  aa  rich  as  England. 
Wow,  Glasgow  will  receive,  so  far  as  I 
can  see,  an  eighth  of  the  sum  allotted  to 
Scotland,  or  £5,000 ;  so,  in  order  to 
reduce  the  licensed  bouses  in  Glasgow 
by  10  per  cent,  we  must  wait  80 
years.  But  that  is  not  all,  because  as 
licences  are  reduced,  by  the  process 
admirably  explained  by  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Mr.  Reid)  they  become 
gradually,  and  indeed  rapidly  in  some 
cases,  more  valuable.  My  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  did  not  put  the  case  so 
strongly  as  he  might  have  done,  for  the 
gross  earnings  of  an  extinguished  public 
house  will  become  the  net  gains  of  the 
remaining  houses;  the  staff  and  machinery 
of  the  remaining  houses  remain  as  they 
were,  and  the  trade  transferred  from  the 
bought-up  house  becomes  a  net  gain 
added  to  the  existing  trade.  The  hon.. 
Member  for  Kirkcudbright  (Mr.  M. 
Stewart)  says  the  number  of  licences 
will  be  reduced  because  the  men  in 
smaller  hoij^es  will  be  willing  to  take 
small  sums  to  get  out  of  the  business ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  I  believe  if  this 
Bill  passes  you  will  do  away  with  the 
natural  process  of  putting  down  public 
houses  on  public  grounds,  which  now 
goes  on  much  faster  than  some  Members 
seem  to  think.  I  am  glad  to  think  that 
the  increase  of  temperance  feeling,  the 
increase  of  public  spirit  among  the 
wealthier  classes,  is  leading  to  a  public 
spirited  suppression  of  drink  shops  by 
Sir  G.  Trevdyan 


landlords,  even  when  this  means  a  loss  to 
the  landlord's  income.  Bnt  now,  when 
yon  establish  the  principle  that  the 
giving  up  of  a  licence  should  be  accom- 
panied by  compensation,  men  will  be  less 
willing  on  public  grounds  to  give  up  the 
profit  of  the  trade,  and  will  hold  out  for 
compensation.  The  hon.  Member  laughs 
at  the  idea  of  public  house  occupiers 
profiting  by  the  misconducting  of  their 
houses ;  bnt  I  have  no  doubt  that  if 
County  Councils  use  the  Bill  at  all  tfaey 
will  use  it  to  put  down  the  worst  houses, 
and  in  proportion  to  the  evil  effect  of  a 
house  will  be  the  pressure  upon  a 
County  Council  to  buy  it.  I  hope  every 
Liberal  Member  and  every  Independent 
Member  on  the  other  side  will  vote  with 
Scotoh  Members  for  this  Amendment, 
and  after  that  it  will  be  for  Scotch 
opinion  to  decide  how  the  fund  shall  be 
appropriated. 
♦,6.42.)  Mb.  SOMERVELL  (Ayr, 
kc.) :  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Committee  at  any  length  in  referring 
to  the  extraordinary  position  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  taken  up.  The 
Mover  of  this  A,mendment  asks  us  to 
omit  these  innocent-looking  words,  with 
an  object  in  view  which  he  has  stated, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  sup- 
porting the  Amendment,  appeals  to  the 
hon.  Member  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment of  which  he  has  given  notice,  and 
goes  back  over  well-trodden  ground. 
There  was  an  Amendment  moved  on  the 
Second  Reading  stage  of  the  BUI  which 
distinctly  brought  to  issue  the  questions 
discussed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dum- 
fries and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
We  divided  on  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill  on  the  distinct  question  whether 
the  money  should  be  divided  in  the 
manner  provided  in  this  measure  or  not, 
and  we  affirmed  the  principle  in  the  Bill, 
and  I  maintain  that  it  is  an  abuse  of  tlie 
forms  of  the  House  to  occupy  time  in 
discussing  a  principle  which  has  already 
been  affinmed  by  a  majority.  And  what 
are  the  arguments  used  ?  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dumfries  informs  us 
that  public  houses  in  Scotland  are  worth 
£20,000,000,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Sir  G.  Trevelyan),  absolutely 
ignorant  as  to  the  value  of  these 
houses,  bnt  desirous  of  following 
out  the  logical  law  of  laying  down 
hypothetical  premises  argues  that  be- 
cause in    England  a    public    house    is 
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•worth  jE2,00'J,  in  Scotland  they  mnst, 
because  there  are  fewer  of  them,  be 
worth  a  good  deal  more.  This  might  be 
an  interesting  thesis  to  discuss  before  a 
debating  society,  but  I  question  if  it  can 
have  any  influence  upon  a  Vote  in  this 
House.  We  desire  not  to  argue  upon 
hypothetical  premises,  we  desire  to  be 
instructed  upon  the  facts  of  the  caee. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dumfries,  after  laying  down  the  fact 
that  public  houses  in  Scotland  are  worth 
£20,000,000,  occupied  himself  for  some 
time,  as  an  English  lawyer,  in  discussing 
the  action  "Sharp  v.  Wakefield,"  and 
afterwards  told  us  that  public  house 
licences  are  liable  to  be  taken  away 
without  any  reason,  and,  therefore,  they 
could  hare  no  value  at  all. 

Mb.  B.  T.  REID:  I  said  nothing  of 
the  kind. 
•Me.  SOMERVELL:  We  have  had 
an  interesting  illustration  of  putting  an 
abstract  proposition  into  concrete  terms. 
The  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Member 
for  Midlothian  sst  the  example,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dumfries  has  followed 
it,  both  he  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Bridgeton, 
having  attempted  first  to  lay  down  an  ab- 
stract proposition,  and,  when  they  came  to 
a  concrete  idea,  contradicted  themselves 
entirely.  Much  has '  been  said  with 
regard  to  the  feeling  of  Scotland  on  this 
subject^  and  we  have  been  told  that  that 
feeling  is  entirely  in  support  of  hon. 
Members  opposite.  I  cannot  agree  with 
that  proposition  at  all.  A  large  majority 
of  the  siguatures  in  Petitions  from 
Scotland  are  in  favour  of  this  Bill  as  it 
passed  the  Second  Reading,  and  in '  my 
own  case  the  leading  temperance  journal 
in  Scotland  has  recognissd  that  I  was 
elected  after  definitely  stating  that  I 
was  in  favour  of  the  proposals  of  the 
Bill,  giving  this  power  to  County 
Councils.  This  is  a  definite  statement 
by  a  leader  of  the  Temperance  Party. 
Undoubtedly  a  great  number  of  Petitions 
have  been  presented  against  the  Bill, 
bat  the  names  on  these  Petitions  appear 
like  FalstafPs  ragged  regiment  again  and 
again.  I  know  one  small  village  which 
has  sent  up  five  Petitions  signed  by  the 
same  persons  sometimes  as  inhabitants, 
sometimes  as  Members  of  the  Radical 
Association,  as  members  of  the  Ladies 
Association,  as  members  of  the  Good 
Templars  Lodge,  and  so  on.      Like  a 


theatrical  army,  they  cross  the  stage  and 
re-appear  again  under  another  banner. 
I  have  here  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by 
one  of  my  constituents,  a  leading  mem- 
bar  of  the  Free  Church,  and  prominent 
in  the  temperance  cause,  and  who,  until 
1886,  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
then  United  Liberal  Party  in  the  dis- 
trict.    He  writes — 

"  Being  all  my  days  a  temperance  man,  the 
wire-pullers  of  tbia  part  have  been  most  anxious 
that  1  sbouM  do  something  with  the  Temper- 
ance Party  in  oppoeition  to  the  Uovernment 
measure  which  they  reprreent  for  the  first  time 
creates  a  vested  interest  in  a  licence.  Not  only 
would  J  not  promise  to  do  as  they  advised,  but 
I  stated  my  Opinion  that  the  Bill  was  an  honest 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  GoTemment  to 
redaoe  the  number  of  licences,  and  as  a  temper- 
ance man  that  was  wbat  I  wanted.  They  hold 
this  is  a  dodgpe  to  pay  publicans  who  are  dis- 
possessed the' full  value  of  their  licences.  I,  on 
theother  hand,  take  the  word  of  Mr.  Goschen 
and  Mr.  Uitc)iie  that  those  who  drink  spirits 
and  sell  them  are  to  be  the  compensators.  I 
do  not  approve  of  putting  a  tax  on  the  rate- 
payers to  buy  out  the  publicans,  but  I  see  no 
tendency  to  do  this,  and  therefore  those  who 
wish  the  Tempermoe  Party  to  prosper  will 
accept  the  Government  proposals  as  a  boon." 

[Cries  of  "Name."]  My  correspondent 
is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Temper- 
ance Party,  and  I  will  hand  the 
letter  to  any  hon.  Member  who  de- 
sires to  satisfy  his  curiosity,  but  I  think 
I  had  better  follow  the  example 
of  the  hon.  Member  opposite  and  not 
make  the  name  public.  After  these  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  I  do  not  think  hon. 
Members  opposite  are  entitled  to  say  that 
temperance  feeling  in  Scotland  is  unani- 
mous against  the  Government  proposal. 
We  have  been  informed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
that  the  -  opinion  of  England  has 
changed  since  the  last  election.  There 
is,  undoubtedly,  at  the  present  time  a 
majority  of  Members  representing 
Scotland  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
and  if  the  opinion  of  tfab  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  correct,  for  my  own  part,  I  am 
equally  entitled  to  say  that  those  who  sit 
on  this  side  of  the  House  now  represent 
the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  Scotland;  Scotch  Members  opposite 
have  been  elected  by  those  who  favour 
local  option,  anti-vaccination,  and  all  the 
extreme  views  of  people  who  place  those 
views  before  Party  or  the  Empire.  But 
on  any  broad  question  the  people  of 
Scotland  are  in  accordance  with  the 
present  polinr  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
3  E  2 
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Ternment.  I  deny,  therefore,  that  hon. 
Members  opposite  are  entitled  to  say 
that  they  represent  the  paople  of  Scot- 
land. Bat  I  do  not  care  whether  they 
represent  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Scotland  or  not  The  principle  of  go- 
vernment in  this  country  is  government 
by  Party,  and  the  Party  to  which  1 
belong  is  at  present  in  the  majority  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  it  is  the  bounden 
dnty,  taking  this  Parliament  as  repre- 
senting the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
of  the  Government  of  the  day  to  intro- 
duce and  pass  legislation  which  is  in 
accordance  with  the  views  of  their  snp- 
porters  who  sit  behind  them.  When 
this  &ct  is  realised,  whether  we  have 
been  in  the  past,  or  whether  we  are  at 
the  moment,  representatives  of  the 
majority,  when  the  next  appeal  comes, 
our  Party  will  be  returned  by  a  con- 
siderable majority  of  the  sensible  people 
of  Scotland.  I  must  apologise  for 
having  detained  the  Committee  so  long 
against  my  intention.  I  have  taken  the 
opportunity  to  express  my  views  upon 
the  Bill,  views  which  1  venture  to  say 
are  held  by  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
Scotland,  and  held  almost  unanimously 
by  the  Party  to  which  I  belong.  I  hope 
the  Committee  will  support  the  principle 
which  has  been  laid  down  on  the  Sscond 
Beading,  and  pass  into  law  a  Bill  which 
is  an  honest  attempt  to  deal  with  several 
vexed  questions,  and  which,  when  it 
becomes  law,  will  be  realised  to  be  one 
of  the  greatest  boons  bestowed  upon  the 
country  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
•(6.57.)  Me.  ASQUITH  (Fife,  East)  : 
I  trust  that  Scotch  Members  will  not  be 
deterred  by  the  minatory  tones  and 
gestures  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down  from  expressing  their 
opinion  fully  and  freely  upon  this  most 
important  clause.  The  hon.  Member 
appears  to  be  gifted  with  a  buoyant  faith 
in  the  future  of  ■  his  Party  in  Scotland, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the  credit  of 
his  reputation  as  a  political  propliet,  that 
his  faith  is  based  on  more  substantial 
evidence  than  that  which  he  has  brought 
forward  with  reg^ard  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Temperance  Party  in  that  country.  He 
produced  a  letter  from  some  nn-named 
correspondent,  who  is  prepared  to  give  a 
blank  cheque  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  but  we  should  like  to  know 
Mr.  Somervell 


a  little  more  about  the  antecedents  of 
this  remarkably  credulous  tempeTanc& 
man.  As  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's  coil- 
■fident  statement  as  to  the  state  of  public- 
opinion  in  Scotland,  we  challenge  the 
hon.  Member,  and  the  Party  to  which  he 
belongs,  to  give  us  an  opportunity  of  test- 
ing the  feeling  of  Scotland,  and  as  long  a& 
th^  decline  to  do  so  we  shall  continne 
to  assert  our  right  to  be  considered  as 
the  authentic  exponents  of  public 
opinion  in  that  country.  From  the 
evidence  which  reaches  us  we  know  thai 
the  people  of  Scotland  are  well  nigh 
unanimous,  without  distinction  of  Patrty, 
in  their  opposition  to  these  clauses,  and 
in  this  House  we  shall  offer  the  most 
strenuous  and  unremitting  opposition  to 
them.  The  history  of  this  Bill  and  of  these 
two  clauses  is  a  chapter  of  paradoxes. 
These  clauses  have  been  introduced 
avowedly  to  promote  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance. 'These  clauses  are  bitterly  opposed 
by  every  temperance  organisation  in 
Scotland.  These  are  clauses  in  support  of 
which  there  are  at  this  moment— so- 
we  are  informed  —  Petitions  lying  for 
signature  in  every  gin  pabice  and  every 
public  house  in  Scotland.  Her  Majesty'a 
Government  suppose,  at  least  we  must 
believe  so,  that  they  know  better- 
than  anybody  else  in  the  world  what 
will  be  the  effect  of  their  own  measure. 
But  I  must  say  it  is  a  curious  state 
of  circumstances  which  obliges,  them  to 
assumethat  the  Temperance  Partyon  the 
one  hand,  and  the  publicans  upon  the 
other,  two  of  the  shrewdest,  Uie  most 
energetic,  and  most  hostile  bodies  of  men. 
to  be  found  in  the  country,  arc,  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  victims  of  one  and  the 
same  hallucination.  It  is  possible  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  may  be  right, 
and  both  the  teetotalers  and  publicana 
are  wrong.  Bat  I  venture  to  think  that 
the  probabilities  point  in  the  opposite- 
direction.  I  assert  broadly  and  exphcitly, 
with  reference  to  this  clause,  that  if  it 
passes  into  the  Statute  Book,  it  will 
constitute  for  all  time  the  legislative 
charter  of  the  liquor  trade.  The  matteir 
lies  really  in  a  nutshell.  Either  there  ia 
or  there  is  not,  according  to  the  law  of 
Scotland,  which  is  the  same  as  the  ]»vf 
of  England,  a  vested  interest  in  the 
renewal  of  a  licence.  If  there  is  not,  and. 
we  believe  there  is  not,  then  this  clause, 
for  the  first  time,  creates  it.  If  there  i» 
now  no  vested  interest  in  the  renewal  of  & 
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licence,   then  this  Bill  creates  a  power 
•which    cannot    co-exist   with    the    dis- 
cretionary power  of  non-renewal.      It  is 
too  grotesque  an  assumption  almost  for 
the  imagination  to  make,  that  in  one  and 
the  same  district,at  one  and  the  same  time, 
■we   are  to   have  two  pnblic   bodies — I 
«ay    two,   though  they  will,  as  we   all 
know,  be    meiged   into    one   in   a   few 
years — one  of  which  is  exercising  the 
power    of    refusing  the  renewal   of    a 
licence  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen  and  with- 
out payment  of  a  penny  of  compensation, 
•while  the  other,  side  by  side  with  it,  is  ex- 
orcising the  power  of  buying  np  licences 
with  public  money.     That  is  a  difSculty 
which  cannot  be  got  over.   The  President 
of  the  Local  Govemment  Board  may  pro- 
pose any  number  of  saving  clauses  and 
provisoes ;  they  will   not  avail  him.     I 
tiave  said  and  thought  many  hard  things 
of  the  Liberal  Unionist  Party,  but  I  con- 
fess my  imagination  did  not  g^rasp  the  fact 
that   they  could  have   reached    such  a 
stage  of  moral  lique&ction  as  to  accept 
the  salve  to  their  consciences  which  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Grimsby.     For  my  part,  I 
tlo  not  believe  that  any  Town  or  County 
Gonncil  in  Scotland  will  use  these  powers. 
StiU,  we    are  bound,  for    the    purpose 
of  the  argument,   to    assume    that    the 
clause  wiU  be  put  in  force.     If  it  is  en- 
forced, then  I  unhesitatingly  assert  that 
the  creation  of  such  a  power  is  wholly  in- 
oonsistent,  and  will  be  found  to  be  irrecon- 
cilable with  the  continued  exercise  of  the 
discretionary   power  of  withdrawal    of 
licences.    Let  us  look  at  the  other  alter- 
native.    Suppose  there  is  now,  by  law,  a 
vested  interest  in  the  renewal  of  licences 
in  some  shadowy  form  or  other.     Then  I 
assert,  and  I  challenge  contradiction,  that 
this  Bill  for  the   fir^t  time  gives  to  that 
interest  legislative  recognition.    We  have 
had   some    remarkable    arguments    ad- 
dressed to  us  in  the  course  of  the  Debate. 
The  Chancellor   of   the   Exchequer,  for 
instance,  believes,  as  the  Attorney  (Jeneral 
evidently  believes,  that  there  is  a  law  in 
Scotland  as  in  England,  giving  a  vested 
interest  in  the  renewal  of  a  licence.     If 
he  does  not  believe  that,  then  his  argu- 
ments are  absolutely  unmeaning.     The 
Chancellor  of   the    Exchequer  laboured  i 
this   point  greatly.      I  am    a  great,   a 
respectful     admirer     of    the     debating 
powers  of  the   Chancellor   of   the    Ex- 
chequer;   and  I  have  witnessed  with 


compassion  so  fertile    and  ingenious  a 
dialectician  reduced,  under  stress  of  the 
duty  of  supporting  this  unhappy  Bill, 
to  a  condition  of  controversial  beggfary. 
What  are  the  arguments  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  this  point? 
He  says  there  is  a  vested  interest  by  law 
in  the  renewal  of  a  licence.     Is  there  any 
Act  of  Parliament,  or  any  provision  of  any 
Act  of  Parliament,  which  creates  or  recog- 
nises such  an  interest  1    The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  cannot  find  one.     Is 
there    any    decision    of   any   Court    of 
Law,    any    dictum    of    any    individual 
Judge,  which  countenances  the  existence 
of  such  an  interest  1    The  Chancellor  of 
the  Eixchequer  cannot  discover  anything 
of  the  kind.     What  does   he  do?    He 
sets  to  work  to  scavenge  the   by-ways 
of   Hansa/rd,  and  ultimately,  after  long 
and  painful  research,  he  succeeds  in  pick- 
ing out  two  or  three  sentences,  severed 
from    their  context    and  spoken   in    a 
different  connection,  from  speeches  made 
from  time  to  time  by   the   right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  had  many 
compliments  paid  to  him  in  his  time  ;  but 
I  do  not  know  that  he  has  ever  had  a 
g^reater  compliment  than  the  suggestion 
or  assumption  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer   that   the   brewers   and   dis- 
tillers of  this  country,  among  the  shrewd- 
est, most  prudent,  and   enterprising  of 
our  traders,  have  allowed  themselves  to 
invest  tens  and  hundreds  of  millions  of 
capital,  not  upon  the  faith  of  any  legis- 
lative enactment  or  legal  decision,  but  in 
reliance  upon  two  or  three  sentences,  not 
even  upon  sentences  but  upon  two  or 
three  phrases,  not  even  upon  two  or  three 
phrases,  but    upon   a   particular  inter- 
pretation of  a  particular  phrase  of  one 
of  his  speeches.     That  is  the  argument 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     I 
am  bound  to  say  that,  as  we  might  have 
expected  from  him,  after  two  or  three 
days'  reflection  he  felt  bound  to  array 
this  unhappy   measure  in  a  rather  less 
tattered    garment.      He     came     down 
here — and  I  observe  he  repeats  the  same 
argument  in  the  newspapers  to-day — and 
he  told  us  that  this  BiU  only  extended  to 
an  analogous  case  a  principle  which  was 
habitually  acted  upon  by  Local  Authori- 
ties all  over  the  country.     That  argument 
is  worthy  amoment's  attention.  Let  us  see 
what  it  comes  to.  The  Local  Authority, 
Municipal  Corporation,  or  Railway  Com* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1399    LoealTaxatum  (Customs    {COMMONS}       and  Excise)  DtUin  3)0.    1400 


pany,  when  they  take  property  for  the 
purposes  of  a  street  improvement 
or  public  undertaking,  have  to  bny 
out  the  various  interests  in  the  laud 
which  they  take.  If  a  public  house  is 
indnded  in  the  property  taken,  they 
must  buy  the  interest  of  the  freeholder  in 
the  soil  and  in  the  bricks  and  in  the 
mortar.  They  must  then  deal  with  the 
tenant  or  occupier.  If  the  occupier  has 
a  lease,  they  must  compensate  him  for  it. 
But  whether  he  has  a  lease  or  not,  they 
dispossess  him,  and  they  are  obliged 
to  pay  him  oompensation  for  the  injury 
he  actually  sustains  by  being  dis- 
possessed. Suppose  he  could  carry  on  his 
business  in  the  next  street,  the  promoters 
would  then  only  have  to  pay  the  cost  of 
Iiis  removal.  But  if  the  business  is 
annexed  to  the  premises,  and  not  to  the 
person  or  the  reputation  of  the  trader,  and 
would  be  lost  if  removed,  then,  whether 
the  business  be  thatof  a  publican,  butcher, 
baker,  or  candlestick  maker,  the  person 
dispossessed  is  undoubtedly  entitled  to 
compensation,  based  on  a  certain  number 
of  years'  purchase  of  the  goodwill  of  the 
business.  I  observe  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Eixcheqner  says  in  his  letter — 

"  "Why  do  not  tba  promoters  of  the  pubLO 
uodertakiog  wait  until  the  Liceniing  Session 
comes  Tonad,  aod  then  go  and  oppose  the 
renewal  of  the  publicans'  licence  P  " 

And  these  are  the  gentlemen  who  talk 
about  judicial  discretion !  A  nice  con- 
ception they  must  have  of  judicial 
discretion  if  they  imagine  that  the  Local 
Authority,  which  has  just  paid  com- 
pensation to  every  other  tradesman  in  the 
street,  can  go  before  the  Magistrates  and 
have  the  impudence  to  ask  them  to 
refuse  to  renew  the  licence  of  the  publican 
for  no  other  reason  than  that  it  would 
save  the  ratepayers  a  few  hundreds  of 
pounds.  The  suggestion  is  worthy  to 
rank  with  that  of  the  President  of  the 
Local  Glovemment  Board — that  if  a 
publican  refuses  to  sell  to  the  County 
Council  at  a  fiur  price  under  this  Bill, 
the  County  Coancil  might  go  before 
the  Licensing  Authority  and  ask  that 
the  licence  should  not  be  renewed. 

•The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Tower  Himlets,  St.  George's)  :  I  never 
said  that. 

•Mb.  ASQUITH  :  I  beg  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  pardon.  Such  is  the 
solidarity  of  the  Cabinet  that  I  am  sure 
Mr.  Asquith 


he  will  not  object  to  my  attcilmiing  to 
him  by  inadvertence  an  argument  used 
by  the  Home  Secre-  tary.  ■  My  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  has  dealt  with  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Attorney  General  as  to  what 
is  called  the  judicial  discretion  given 
to  the  Magistrates.  The  term  judicial 
discretion  is  not  a  cabalistic  formula; 
it  is  a  simple  phrase,  easy  to  understand, 
and  not  difScuIt  to  defiue.  A  judicial 
discretion  is  a  discretion  which  can  only 
be  exercised  subject  to  two  conditions : 
In  the  first  place,  it  must  not  be  exercised 
until  an  opportunity  has  been  given  to 
the  party  afFec^ied  of  being  heard.  In. 
the  second  place — and  this  is  the  onlj 
other  necessary  ingredient  that  I  know 
of — it  must  be  a  discretion  exercised  with 
reference  to  facts  and  oonsideratians- 
which  are  material  and  relevant  to  ihe 
duty  which  has  to  be  discharged.  Suppose 
Justices  should  resolve  that  houses  with 
red  signboards  should  get  their  licenoeSr 
while  those  with  blue  signboards  shoukl 
be  refused,  that  would  be  a  non- 
judicial exercise  of  their  discretion.  In 
1870,  long  before  the  case  of  "Sharp  r. 
Wakefield"  was  heard  of.  Justice  Lush, 
one  of  the  acntest  Judges  that  ever  aai 
on  the  English  Bench,  said — 

"The  Licensing  Acta  authorise,  and,  there- 
fore, by  implication,  require  Justices  to- 
irovem  their  discretion  iu  granting  or  with- 
holding licences,  by  reference  not  only  to  the 
qualification  of  the  person  applying,  and  tii» 
suitableness  of  the  house,  but  to  other  con- 
pidemtions  also.  Uliese  considenitioDS  most 
include  the  nature  of  the  locality,  the  popola- 
tiun,  the  number  of  houses  already  hcensedr 
and  all  other  circumstances  bearing  on  the 
question  whether  it  is  fit  and  proper  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  for  whose  benefit  these 
Acts  are  passed,  that  an  additional  liceoce- 
should  be  granted." 

These  words  were  spoken  in  the  case  of 
the  grant  of  a  new  licence.  But  they  were 
quoted  verbatim  by  die  Court  of  Appeal 
in  "Sharp  v.  Wakefield,"  with  the 
comment  that  the  Justices  have  precisely 
the  same  discretion,  neither  more  ncnr 
less,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  governed 
by  precisely  the  .same  considerations,  in 
deciding  as  to  the  renewal  of  licences.  I 
think  that  is  enough  to  show  that  the 
notion  that  there  is  any  vested  interest 
whatsoever  in  the  renewal  of  a  licence 
is  a  pure  invention  of  the  imaginatian. 
It  is  not  founded  upon  any  provision  of 
the  Statute  Law,  and  it  is  not  supported 
by  any  judicial  decision.  It  may  be 
asked,  and  it  is  a  question  that  ought 
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carefully  to  be  considered,  how,  in  the 
absence  of  legal  protection,  this  vast  in- 
terest has  grown  up  on  such  precarious 
foondations.  It  is  due  to  two  causes. 
It  is  due,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  laxity 
of  the  Licensing  Authorities  in  not 
enforcing  the  law.  I  will  not  deny 
that  this  will  be  an  important  con- 
sideration when  we  come  to  a  settle- 
ment of  the  question.  But  I  assert,  and  I 
shall  hare  the  assent  even  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  that  the  lax  administration 
of  the  law  cannot  possibly  give  to  those 
who  have  profited  by  it  a  vested  interest 
in  the  continued  neglect  in  the  future  by 
a  pabUo  anthority  of  its  public  duty. 
The  second,  and,  perhaps,  equally  im- 
portant factor,  in  bringing  about  this 
state  of  things  is  that  the  Central 
Anthority  has  exacted  a  totally  inade- 
quate consideration  in  return  for  this 
profitable  monopoly.  No  one  can  dispnte 
that  if  we  had  adopted  the  Gottenburg 
system,  or  if  the  Legislature  had  exercised 
its  nndoubted  power  of  enormously 
raising  the  Licensing  Duty,  no  publican, 
or  brewer,  or  those  who  stand  behind 
them  would  have  had  the  faintsst  claim 
to  pecuniary  compensation.  1  have  never 
been  a  member  of  the  extreme  Temper- 
ance Party  ;  I  do  not  regard  alcohol  as  a 
poison  ;  nor  do  I  think  that  publicans 
ought  to  be  exterminated.  I  am  disposed 
to  think  that  there  is  room  both  for 
alcohol  and  for  the  sellers  of  alcohol, 
and  for  the  consumers  of  alcohol,  within 
the  pale  of  a  civilised  commnnity.  But 
that  is  not  the  question  which  we  have 
now  before  us.  When  the  question  does 
arise — ^and  sooner  or  later  it  will — I  be- 
lieve everyone  who  votes  against  this 
clause  will  feel  that  he  has  a  perfectly  free 
and  unfettered  hand  in  considering  how 
far  the  publican  is  entitled  to  claim  some 
measure  of  indulgence  for  the  lax  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  in  the  past  and  the 
loose  practices  and  usages  which  have 
prevailed.  When  that  question  arises,  we 
shall  be  perfectly  prepared  to  deal  with 
it.  But,  meanwhile,  we  are  not  going  to 
assent  to  this  Bill,  because  the  effect  of  it 
will  bethat  the  brewers,  pnblicans,anddis- 
tillers  will  hereafter  come  before  us  not 
as  suppliants  for  indulgence,  not  as  pe- 
titioners asking  as  a  matter  of  bounty 
for  an  equitable  consideration  of  the 
drcnmstances  of  the  past,  but  as  invested 
for  the  first  time  with  a  legal  title  and 


legal  status,  which  it  would  be  confisca- 
tion to  disregarded. 

(7.25.)  Mb.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE 
(Newington,  W.)  :  Sir,  in  my  humble 
judgment  the  reason  why  the  publicans 
have  been  allowed  to  obtain  this  vested 
interest  is  that  no  business  whatever 
could  be  conducted  in  this  country  if  it 
were  liable  to  be  put  an  end  to  at  the 
close  of  12  months.  The  business  of  the 
publican  is  just  as  lawful  as  any  other 
business.  As  to  whether  the  Magistrates 
have  discretion  or  not,  it  is  clear,  I  think, 
that  by  law  they  have  that  discretion.  It 
is  quite  clear  also,  that,  having  that 
discretion,  they  never  exercised  it,  be- 
cause they  knew  perfectly  well  that  to 
exercise  it  would  simply  be  to  put  an 
end  to  a  lawful  business.  That  being 
so,  and  this  business  having  grown  up  as 
a  vested  interest,  it  is  clear  that  the 
people  of  this  country  would  be  against 
any  suggestion  of  putting  an  end  to  that 
business,  whether  by  the  discretion  of 
the  Magistrates  or  Judges.  This  vested 
interest  having  been  allowed  to  grow  up, 
and  money  having  been  invested  in  it, 
the  House  of  Commons  at  any  rate  could 
not  assent  to  any  proposition  which 
would  deprive  decent  and  respectable 
people  of  their  means  of  livelihood. 

(9.30.)  Me.  PHILIPPS  (Lanark, Mid): 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  found  fault 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bridgeton  for  not  following 
the  logical  law  of  arguing  from  a 
premise.  I  do  not  quite  understand  it. 
But  I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  point 
out  something  the  hon.  Member  did. 
The  hon.  Member  read  a  letter  from  one 
of  his  own  constituents,  or  read  part  of  a 
letter,  and  when  we  cried  out  "  name," 
he  offered  to  show  the  letter  to  any 
Member  of  the  House  who  had  the 
curiosity  to  see  it.  Well,  Sir,  I  had  the 
curiosity  to  ask  to  see  that  letter,  but  he 
only  offered  to  let  me  see  a  portion  of  it, 
and  tore  off  lialf  the  letter,  which  I 
declined  to  look  at. 

An  hon.  Member:  It  was  a  private 
letter. 

Me.  PHILIPPS:  I  do  not  see  how 
you  can  say  a  letter  was  private  that 
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was  offered  to  be  shown  to  anyone  in  the   strict  conditions ;  they  have  to  satiafy 
Honse.  the  Judge    as    to  their  chanuiter   and 

fitness,  and  I  believe  the  Judges  are  not 
easily  satisfied.  The  licences  are  only 
obtained  with  great  difficulty,  the 
licencees  having  to  find  two  sureties, 
who  gfive  bond  for  them.  This  system 
dated  from  as  far  beck  as  the  year  1424, 
and  the  licences  were  not  for  oue  year 
only,  but,  in  legal  phraseology,  ad  vitam 
aut  culpam.  This  is  a  much  strongo^ 
case  than  that  of  the  publicans'  licences. 
But  by  the  Citation  Act  of  1881,  and 
also  owing  to  imprisonment  for  debt 
being  abolished  at  the  same  time,  iheae 
people  are  practically  mined,  two-thirds 
of  their  business,  at  least,  having  been 
taken  away  from  them.  This  was  done 
only  nine  years  ago,  and  they  have  re- 
ceived no  compensation.  K  the  Govern- 
ment have  money  to  spare  they  ought  to 
give  it  to  those  Sheriffs'  officers  and 
messengers  of  the  Court  rather  than  to 
the  publicans.  We  have  heard  about 
compensation  to  "the  poor  publicans," 
but  it  is  the  rich  brewers  whom  the 
Government  have  in  their  eye.  Suppose 
the  Bill  leads  to  the  lessening  of  lioenoes 
by  5  per  cent.,  is  there  any  compensa- 
tion in  the  Bill  for  the  barmaida,  the 
pot-boys,  and  publicans'  servants  ■who 
will  be  thrown  out  of  work?  The 
pretence  of  the  "poor  publicans"  is 
absolutely  ridiculous,  and  will  impose 
only  upon  those  who  do  not  know  better. 
If  there  is  anything  which  the  Govern- 
ment care  about,  it  is  making  property 
secure.  There  is  certainly  less  reason 
for  compensating  the  publicans  of  Soot- 
land  than  anywheie  else,  because,  in  the 
Licensing  Court  of  Scotland,  the  landlord 
of  licensed  premises  has  no  locus  standi  ; 
the  Court  will  not  listen  to  him.  In 
conclusion,  I  can  only  express  my  agree- 
ment with  the  Mover  of  this  Amend- 
ment, that,  instead  of  money  being  given 
tocompensate  rich  publicans  and  brewers, 
it  may  be  applied  in  the  relief  of  school 
rales  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  people 
of  Scotland.  Compensation  to  the  pub- 
licans is  a  matter  which  might  well  be 
left  to  the  Scotch  people  to  settle  for 
themselves  at  some  future  day,  through 
their  own  Representatives.  We  want  to 
leave  this  Licensing  Question  over  to  be 
settled  by  the  County  Councils,  and  I 
can  assure  the  House  that,  whatever 
the   voice   of   England  may  be  on  this 


An  hon.  Member  :  There  were  private 
portions  of  it. 

Me.  PHILIPPS:  At  any  rate,  the 
offer  was  made  generally.  Well,  Sir, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ayr  has  talked 
about  the  abuse  of  the  forms  of  the 
House.  Having  only  been  here  two 
years,  I  will  not  attempt  to  discuss 
questions  of  abuse  of  the  forms  of  the 
House  with  hon.  Members  of  the  ripe 
experience  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Ayr.  He  complained  that 
in  some  village,  the  name  of  which  was 
not  given,  the  people  opposed  to  this 
Bill  had  been  so  frequent  in  their  Peti- 
tions, that  they  had  signed  them  in 
various  capacities ;  but,  so  for  as  I  under- 
stand his  complaint,  it  was  that  the  men 
did  not  sign  as  women,  nor  the  women 
as  men,  nor  the  children  as  men  or 
women.  But  I  understand  that  there 
was  another  Petition  from  North  Britain 
which  does  not  err  in  any  of  those 
respects.  The  hon.  Member  also  talked 
about  Scotch  feeling.  If  there  is  one 
thing  I  am  clear  about,  it  is  the  feelings 
of  my  own  constituency,  especially  the 
Liberal  Cnionists  in  that  constituency. 
Since  this  Bill  was  brought  in,  I  have 
had  numerous  letters  from  those  Liberal 
Unionists,  saying  that,  having  seen  this 
Bill,  they  will  never  again  support  the 
Unionist  Gt)vemment.  I  think  the 
Scotch  case  ought  to  be  treated  separately 
from  that  of  England,  inasmuch  as  for 
many  years  Scotland  has  enjoyed  a 
separate  legislation  of  its  own,  namely, 
Sunday  closing ;  so  that  there  are  strong 
reasons  why  Scotland  should  be  exempted 
from  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  The 
notion  of  compensation  for  licences 
taken  away  is  entirely  repugnant 
to  Scotch  feeling,  and  in  .Scotland 
we  have  a  strong  precedent  in  a  case 
wherein  licences  were  taken  away  with- 
out compensation.  I  allude  to  the  case 
of  the  Sheriff's  officers  and  messengers  of 
the  Courts  of  Scotland.  These  officers 
are  the  only  persons  who  could  serve 
writs  and  make  arrests  for  debts,  and 
there  are  at  least  as  many  of  them 
as  there  are  publicans  in  Scotland. 
These  officers  are  licensed,  and  their 
licences  are  granted  under  very 
Mr.  Philipps 
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question,  the  voice  of  Scotland  is  practi- 
cally unanimoos  against  those  proposals. 

(7.38.)  Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Falkirk,  &e.) : 

The  discussion  has  hitherto  not  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  line  of  discussing  the 

Amendment  before  the  Committee.     If 

I  understand  it  aright,  the  effect  of  pass- 
ing the  Amendment  would  be  to  destroy 

the  clause,  and  the  amount  for  police 

superannuation    and    the    £40,000  for 

educational    purposes    would    be    gone- 

["  No !  "J     1  should  be  unable  to  vote  for 

the  Amendment  if.  that  would   be  the 

effect  of   it.     On  the   other  hand,   the 

position    of    Scotland   with    respect  to 

licences  and  their  extinction  is  very- 
different  from  that  of  England  or  Ireland. 

In  Ireland,  I  believe,  a  legal  right  exists 

to  have  a  12  months'  licence  renewed. 

In  England  there  may  be  an  equitable 

right  to  have  such  a  licenca  renewed  for 

12  mionths'  longer;  but  it  has  not  yet 

been  decided  whether  that  legtd  right 
amounts  to  a  vested  interest  But  in 
Scotland  the  equitable  right  is  non- 
existent, or,  if  it  exists  at  all,  is  much 
weaker  than  in  England.  Therefore, 
there  is  a  veiy  strong  feeling  in  Scotland 
against  this  proposal.  How  that  feeling 
had  grown  up  is  another  question ;  but 
a  very  large  part  of  it,  I  believe,  has 
arisen  from  the  feet  that  the  state  of  the 
case,  as  put  in  the  Bill,  has  not  been 
fairly  represented.  From  the  letters  I 
have  received  from  various  constituents 
1  find  that  the  impression  has  been  sown 
broadcast  over  the  land  that  it  is  proposed 
to  create  a  vested  interest  where  no 
vested  interest  exists.  Therefore  it  is 
material  to  consider  whether  a  vested 
interest  is  created  by  the  Bill.  The 
Government  have  made  a  distinct  state- 
ment that  no  change  is  made  in  the  law, 
and  that  they  are  willing  to  accept  the 
Amendment  put  on  the  Paper  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Grimsby.  If  that 
Amendment  does  not  make  the  matter 
clear,  I  hope  the  Government  will  go 
further.  For  myself  I  cannot  vote  for 
this  Amendment,  because  it  would  not 
merely  affect  the  compensation  proposals 
of  the  Ch>vemment,  but  the  superannua- 
tion of  the  police.     ["  No,  no  !  "] 


(7.45.)  The  CHAIRMAN:  As  this 
appears  to  be  a  point  in  dispute,  I  must 
say  that  the  effect  of  the  Amendment 
before  the  Committee  would  be  to  destroy 
the  apportionment  altogether,  both  as 
regards  the  compensation  to  publicans 
and  the  police  superannuation. 

Me.  R.  T.  REID  :  May  I  ask,  -as 
a  point  of  order,  whether,  if  this  Amend- 
ment be  passed,  it  would  be  com- 
petent to  the  Committee  to  agree  to  the 
succeeding  Amendments  ? 

The  chairman  :  I  think  not. 

•Mr.  C.  S.  PARKER  (Perth):  The 
object  of  the  Amendment  is  to  provide 
money  not  only  for  fishery  harbours 
nock  in,  but  also  for  the  relief  of  scEool 
fees. 

Ms.  R.  T.  REID :  May  I  ask,  as  a  point 
of  order,  whether,  instead  of  adopting  the 
language  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kil- 
marnock in  his  Amendment,  other 
language  embodying  his  objects  might 
be  adopted  ? 

Me.  CRAWFORD  (Lanark,  N.E.) : 
Supposing  the  Amendment  is  lost,  would 
the  various  Amendments  on  the  Paper 
qualifying  this  sub-section  still  be  in 
order? 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  If  the  Amendment 
is  lost,  all  the  Amendments  to  this  sub- 
section would  still  be  retained. 

Mb.  SINCLAIR:  I  am  satisfied  by 
your  ruling  that  I  am  right  in  inter- 
preting the  effect  of  the  Amendment  as 
I  have  already  done.  Theref(H«  the 
Scotch  Members  will  doubtless  re-consider 
their  position  and  decline  to  vote  for 
this  Amendment,  as  destructive  of  the 
grants  for  superannuation  and  education. 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  unable  to  vote 
for  the  Amendment,  although  I  cannot  - 
vote  for  the  application  of  this  i£50,000 
for  the  compensation  of  publicans. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  In  answer  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dumfries,  I  may  say 
that  it  would  not  be  competent  for  the 
Committee  to  accept  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Armagh  in  sub- 
stance or  in  form. 

•(7.50.)  Me.  J.  C.  BOLTON  (Stir- 
ling) :  I  desire.  Sir,  to  draw  attention  to 
a  few  facts  connected  with  this  licensing 
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qaestion.  I  would  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  legislation  for  Scotland 
respecting  the  control  and  management 
of  the  liquor  traffic  has  hitherto  proceeded 
on  different  lines  from  thoee  adopted  in 
England ;  for  instance,  in  Scotland 
we  hare  had  Sunday  closing  for 
upwards  of  40  years,  while  in  England 
there  is  no  Sunday  closing  at  all.  More- 
over, the  year  before  last,  a  section 
of  Scotch  Members,  headed  by  the  Member 
for  the  College  Division  of  Glasgow, 
obtained  for  the  Licensing  Authority 
of  Scotland  power  to  sanction  a  proposal 
for  closing  the  public  houses  at  an  earlier 
hour.  And  that  proposal  has  been 
adopted  in  Scotland.  Moreover,  Scot- 
land has  been  dealt  with  in  a  different 
manner  from  England  in  respect  of 
grants  in  aid,  only  a  year  ago,  we 
were  allowed  in  Scotland  to  devote 
for  educational  purposes  a  large  portion 
of  the  advance  made  from  the  Probate 
Daty,  whereas  in  England  that  ad- 
vance can  only  be  applied  to  the 
reduction  of  the  poor's  rate.  The  assent 
of  this  House  to  such  an  application  of 
the  fund  in  Scotland  was  given  as  a 
concession  to  the  demand  of  the  Scotch 
Biepresentatives  on  behalf  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Scotland  generally.  Why  should 
not  a  similar  course  be  taken  on  this 
occasion  1  The  Scotch  people  are  prac- 
tically unanimous  in  their  objection  to 
any  portion  of  this  money  being  applied 
to  public  house  compensation.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  who 
recently  in  no  uncertain  terms  expressed 
his  anxiety  at  edl  times  to  defer  to  public 
opinion,  has  now  an  opportunity  of 
proving  the  sincerity  of  that  statement. 
The  fact  that  only  23  Scotch  Members 
are  in  favour  of  the  Government  pro- 
posals, while  46  are  opposed  to  them, 
shows  very  clearly  that  public  opinion  in 
Scotland,  as  represented  in  this  House,  is 
as  two  to  one  against  the  Government ; 
and  I  think  if  we  could  appeal  to 
the  Scotch  people  on  the  subject,  we 
should  find  that  the  proportion  would 
be  not  two  to  one,  but  four  to  one 
against  these  proposals.  What  harm,  I 
ask,  could  be  done  to  anyone  outside  Scot- 
Mr.  J.  C.  Bolton 


luid  if  in  this  matter  the  Gh>vemment 
Eidopted  the  same  course  as  was  taken  on 
the  Local  Government  Bill  ?  We  only 
ask  that  money  which  we  onraelveB 
have  contribntcd  should  be  devoted  to 
such  purposes  as  we  ourselves  prefer,  we 
abhor — and  I  am  sure  the  word  is  not  too 
strong — we  abhor  and  detest  the  idea  of 
devoting  money  raised  from  the  Scotch 
taxpayers  to  the  compensation  of  pub- 
licans. I  confess  that  something  may  be 
said  in  favour  of  the  Government  pro- 
posal with  regard  to  England,  becanse 
the  fact  that  a  majority  of  the  Englisb 
Rejiresentatives  support  the  Government 
is  some  justification  for  their  action 
in  regfard  to  England.  A  good  deal 
has  been  said  about  Petitions  from 
Scotland.  I  have  only  been  able 
to  find  nine  Scotch  Petitions  in 
favour  of  this  measure,  while  there 
have  been  hundreds  presented  against 
it  In  Glasgow,  with  a  popa 
lation  of  500,000,  to  which,  if  yon 
add  the  suburbs,  which  are  as  mnch  a 
part  of  Glasgow  as  Westminster  is  a 
part  of  London,  the  number  will  be  in- 
creased to  800,000,  only  1,800  signatures 
could  be  obtained  in  favour  of  this  BiU ; 
and  it  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  Peti- 
tions Committee  that  a  great  many  of 
the  signatures  appear  to  have  beeu 
written  in  one  hand.  A  g^reat  deal  has 
been  said  in  respect  to  the  discretion 
exercised  by  the  Magistrates  in  regard  to 
the  transfer  and  renewal  of  licences. 
I  have  been  a  Magistrate  in  Scotland  for 
about  40  years,  and  have  never  known 
any  difficulty  arising  from  the  action  of 
the  Magistrates  in  these  matters.  When- 
ever it  has  seemed  desirable  to  rednoe 
the  number  of  public  houses,  we  have 
done  so  without  hesitation,  and  we  have 
refused  frequently  the  transfer  of  a 
licence  from  one  owner  to  another,  even 
when  the  transfer  of  the  house  has  al- 
ready taken  place.  And,  notwithstand- 
ing all  this,  I  have  never  heard  any 
mention  of  a  demand  for  compensation 
until  recent  times.  If,  however,  this 
Bill  should  pass,  I  am  confident  that  it 
will  absolutely  confer  on  all  licensed 
holders  in  all  cases  the  right  to  compen- 
sation. Even  if  not  a  legal  right,  yon 
will  confer  a  moral  right  that  no  Licen- 
sing Bench  will  set  aside.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  feel  bound  to  oppose  the 
clause. 
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•(8.1.)    Me.  SEYMOUR  KE  ay  (Elgin 
and  Nairn)  :  Notvrithstandiug  the  obser- 
vation of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Falkirk  (Mr.  W.  P.  Sinclair),  that  as  the 
admission  of  these  words  would  destroy 
the  clause  altogether  he  would  not  eogage 
to  vote  for  them,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the    desirableness     of     destroying    the 
clause  is  so  great  that  it  will  be  proper 
to    vote    for    the   Amendment.       Hon. 
Members  opposite  who,   having  spoken 
this  evening,  have  now  left  their  places, 
twitted  us  with  the  way  in  which  we 
are  continuing  the  Debate.     I  think  we 
on  our  side  are  quite  justified  in  feeling 
amaeement  at  the    passionate    way  in 
which    the    Government    are    pressing 
forward  this  clause  in  the  Bill.      They 
are    doing   so    not    only    against    their 
political    opponents,    but     against     the 
wishes  of  their  own  supporters.      We 
have  indications  that  even  Party  ties  are 
very  severely  strained  under  the  present 
state  of  things.     We  have  seen  to-night, 
for  example,  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
think  nothing  of  learing  for  Ascot  un- 
paired, although  the  result  has  been  a 
very  narrow  escape  for  their  own  Party. 
I  believe  there  are  many  hon.  Members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  who  are 
nndesirous  that  their  names  should  appear 
in  the   Division   List  in  favour  of  the 
different  clauses  of  this  Bill,  especially 
now  that  that  which  was  a  Compensation 
Bill  has  been  turned  into  a  Compensation 
by   Closure  BiU.       The    only   Division 
which  has  not  been  effected  'bj  means  of 
the  Closure  has  been  that  of  this  evening. 
To-day  the  Papers  circulated  with  the 
Votes  were  double  the   usual  bulk,   in 
consequence    of    their    containing    the 
list   of  Petitions  received    agn-inst    the 
Bill.     I  find  that  the  number  of  Petitions 
against  compensation  is  2,228,  and  that 
the    signatures   number   62,500,   whilst 
the  Petitions  in  favour  of  compensation 
number    nine,     and    there    are    2,700 
signatures.    The  Unionist  Press,  hitherto 
the  strongest  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  are  not  with  them  with   regard 
to     the     present    Bill.       The    leading 
paper  in  my  own  constituency,  namely, 
the     Elgin     Courant      and      Courier, 


which,  during  my  election  last  October, 
strongly  supported  my  Liberal  Unionist, 
opponent  and  opposed  me,  spoke  a  few 
days  ago  of  the  Compensation  Clauses  as- 
"the  sting  in  the  Bill"  How  did  the 
Government  explain  their  persistency? 
We  have  been  told  that  the  publican* 
and  the  brewers  have  not  been  pressing- 
them.  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  said 
before  this  Committee — 

"The Government  has  never  received.^ either 
from  the  publicHDS  or  the  brewers,  the  slightest 
hint  that  any  proposals  such  as  those  bronght 
forward  by  the  Government,  were  desired  by 
their  trade." 

The  Government  must  admit  that  the 
country  is  not  generally  pressing  themy 
but  I  observe  that  the  recognised  leading 
organ  of  the  liquor  trade,  the  Morning 
Advertiser,  does  not  tell  the  same  tale  a& 
the  Gbvernment.  In  a  leading  article 
on  the  19th  of  last  month  that  news- 
paper, speaking  of  the  Amendment 
placed  on  the  Paper  by  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Paddington  (Lord  R. 
Churchill),  said  the  acceptance  of  his 
Amendment — 

"  Would  be  a  distinct  breach  of  faith  with  the- 
trade  who,  on  the  understanding  that  the 
principles  of  the  Licensing  Bill  would  not  b& 
substantially- altered,  have  refrained  from  offer- 
ing opposition." 

Of  course,  I  do  not  for  a  moment  allege 
that  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  knowingly  deceived  the 
House,  but  he  must  remember  there  may 
have  been  communications  passing  of 
which  he  was  not  aware.  There  are 
very  many  Toiy  managers  who  know 
the  Metropolis  thoroughly,  and  they 
know  full  well  that  it  was  the  publicans' 
influence  that  turned  the  scale  in 
London  in  1885  and  gave  five-sixths  of 
the  representation  of  the  Metropolis  to  the 
Tory  Party.  The  fact  is,  the  present 
Government,  for  the  first  time  perhaps. 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  is  endea- 
vouring to  turn  this  Parliamentary  legis- 
lative machine  into  a  huge  electioneering- 
agency.  They  depend  upon  three  classes 
— the  parsons,  the  landlords,  and  the 
publicans.  They  want  the  parsons  to  be 
canvassers  for  their  Party,  and  so  they 
bring  in  a  Tithes  Bill.  They  want  the 
landlords  to  canvass  for  them,  and  they 
bring  in  a  Land  Purchase  Bill.      They 
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want  the  publicans  to  canvass  for 
them,  and  they  bring  in  this  present 
measure.  There  is  no  doubt  this 
clause  represents  a  desire  to  run  with 
the  hare  and  hunt  with  the  hounds. 
The  framers  of  the  Bill  thought,  no 
doubt  with  truth,  that  the  great  in- 
crease in  the  Drink  Bill,  as  shown  by 
the  last  Budget,  would  alarm  the  temper- 
ance people.  They  therefore  determined 
to  give  them  a  sop  by  raising  the  tax 
on  drink.  The  publicans,  however,  said 
"  No  ;  to  increase  the  tax  on  liquor  is  to 
damage  our  profits."  The  Government 
replied,  "  We  will  not  damage  your 
profits,  because,  out  of  every  Is.  we  raise, 
we  will  put  4d.  into  your  private  pocket." 
"Done  with  you,"  says  the  publican; 
"  we  will  agree  to  that,  and  we  will  offer 
no  opposition  to  the  raising  of  the  tax  on 
drink."  I  hope  the  Government  will 
give  the  Committee  some  explanation  as 
to  whether  there  is  any  foundation  for 
the  statement  that  an  understanding  of 
this  kind  was  arrived  at.  I  want  to 
know  how  it  is  the  publicans  have  ac- 
quired such  a  power  in  the  Councils  of 
the  Government.  The  cause,  I  think, 
is  to  ba  found  in  the  enormous  extension 
of  the  system  of  tied  houses. 

THECHAraWAN:  I  do  not  see  how 
that  applies  to  this  Amendment. 

Me.  SEYMOUR  KEAY :  Perhaps 
I  should  have  explained  my  reason 
for  bringing  on  this  sabject  I  am 
going  to  show  the  magnitude  of  the 
income  of  the  publican  and  the 
component  parts  of  which  it  is  made 
up,  in  order  to  prove  that  that  income  is 
the  very  last  thing  in  the  world  which 
the  nation  should  compensate  out  of  the 
public  taxes.  We  may  suppose  that  a 
house  costs  ^6,000  in  the  public  liouse 
market.  A  publican,  especially  in 
London 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  Obviously  the  hon. 
Member  is  still  more  out  of  order.  He 
is  arguing  the  question  with  reference  to 
London.  This  clause  applies  to  Scot- 
land. 

•Mr.  SEYMOUR  KEAY  :   Well,  I  was 

not  laying  any  stress  upon  that,  but  I  am 

bound  to  say  my  figures  relate  to  London. 

Am  I  in  order  in  pointing  out  how  the 

Mr.  Seymour  Keay 


publican  gets  his  political  power  by  means 
of  his  income  ?  It  comes  about  in  this 
way.  A  brewer  lends  him  £4,500  and  the 
man  himself  provides  £1,500.  The  result 
is  that  the  pnblican  becomes  absolutely 
dependent  upon  the  value  of  his  licence 
for  every  penny  of  the  £1,500  provided 
by  him  out  of  his  small  private  fortane. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  mortgagee — the 
brewer — will  not  even  get  his  £4,500  in 
the  event  of  the  extinction  of  the  licence, 
while  the  entire  £1,500  of  the  publican 
will  be  lost.  The  publican  will,  there- 
fore, vote,  of  course,  for  the  authority, 
who  will  tell  him  that  he  wiU  get 
compensation  and  that  his  £1,500  will 
be  saved.  That  is  the  reason  I  had  for 
bringing  in  the  question  of  the  income 
of  the  publican.  I  would  venture  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the 
fact  that  while  they  assert  that  their 
whole  motive  in  this  matter  is  the  pro- 
motion of  the  cause  of  temperance— or, 
in  other  words,  that  they  will  not  hesitate 
to  do  a  thing  which  may  be  more  or  less 
detrimental  to  the  drink  traflSc  —  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  South  Fad- 
dington  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  is 
much  more  candid.  At  Walsall  a  short 
time  ago  he  used  these  words — 

"  Up  to  DOW  this  great  daaa  " 
— ^the  publicans  and  brewers — 

*'  have  soccemfuUy  intimidAted  (Jovemmenti 
and  BQCceasfully  intimidated  Memben  of  Parlia- 
ment. In  fact  they  have  directly  orerthiown 
two  OoTemmflota,  and  I  do  not  blame  the 
Ooreroment  for  being  alitUe  timid  of  meddling 
with  them." 

That,  at  all  events,  is  a  thoroughly 
honest  statement  of  the  case.  As  to  the 
expenditure  which  must  be  eventually 
thrown  on  the  country  for  the  purchase 
of  licences,  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Barrow  has  computed  the  present 
marketable  value  of  public  houses  at 
£250,000,000,  and  he  has  asserted  that 
this  sum  will  become  much  greater  by 
the  passage  of  this  clause.  I  entirely 
agree  with  him,  and  am  certain  that  the 
amount  may  be  put  at  £300,000,000  bjr 
the  time  the  Bill  passes.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  disputed  these 
figures  in  toto,  but  the  arguments  he 
used  against  them    were    wonderfully 
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weak.  He  read  out  a  list  of  brewing 
firms  whose  shares  he  said  had  not 
risen  in  valne  since  the  month  of  April. 
But  I  am  certain  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  as  a  political  economist  mnst 
know  that  that  is  an  unsound  argument. 
He  must  know  that  no  one  can  hypothe- 
cate a  single  JL5  note  to  the  benefit  of 
any  particular  industry  or  ooonpstion 
without  the  reversionary  value  of  that 
£5  note  being  felt,  in  raising  the  value 
of  the  proper^,  if  only  by  a  single  penny 
piece.  All  sach  adventitious  aids  in 
money  matters  are  discounted  as  soon  as 
money  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
particular  industry  or  occupation.  There 
is  better  evidence  than  the  figures  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  read  out  to 
show  that  brewery  shares  are  not  in- 
creasing in  value.  In  Breweries  and 
Distilleries,  a  paper  which  was  quoted  at 
the  commencement  of  this  Debate,  it 
was  stated  on  the  14  th  of  this  month — 

"  Breweries  are  booming  again  just  now,  and 
last  Saturday  no  fewer  than  tour  new  issues 
were  made." 

Then  they  go  on  to  s%y  that  a  sum  of 
some  £900,000  which  is  being  raised— 

"  Will,  DO  doubt,  be  used  in  increasing  the 
nomber  of  tied  houses,  the  advantage  and 
wisdom  of  which  has  been  seen  in  the  enormous 
increase  of  trade  for  the  last  12  months." 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  firm  of 
AUsopps,  the  Ck)mmittee  of  Investigation 
laid  on  the  Table  a  Report,  in  which  they 
said  that — 

"  The  policy  of  tying  houses  sboald  be  con- 
tinued and  increased,  and  they  recommended 
that  money  should  be  raised  for  that  purpose." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
speaking  oii  the  English  Clause,  was 
at  a  loss  to  know  how  the  setting 
aside  of  this  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extinguishing  licences  could 
possibly  have  the  effect  of  encouraging 
the  consumption  of  drink.  His  words 
were  very  strong,  indeed,  on  that  subject. 
He  said — 

"  I  deeply  regret  that  the  Oovemment  should 
be  at  issue  with  any  people  whom  they  desire 
to  conciliate.  Speaking  honestly  and  sincerely, 
1  cannot  conceive  on  what  ground  and  with 
what  object  the  so-called  Temperance  Party 
are  opposing  the  Government  in  so  bitter  and 
hostile  a  manner." 

I  think  I  can  ghre  the  hon.  Member  some 


information  in  this  matter.  We  think 
that  tiie  application  of  this  money  in  the 
manner  proposed  will  make  the  reduction 
of  public  houses  so  difficult  as  to  be  prac- 
tically impossible,  because  it  could  only 
be  done  by  fining  the  localities  to  be- 
benefitted.  In  a  town  with  400  public 
houses,  in  all  probability,  if  the  people  got 
the  licensing  into  their  own  hands  they 
would  reduce  the  number  to  300.  That 
can  and  will  very  shortly  be  done  with- 
out this  Bill;  but  we  say  that  the 
redaction  which  would  be  effected  by  the 
Bill  would  be  only  to  390  or  399.  That 
is  why  we  say  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  will  have  no  effect  in 
decreasing  the  consumption  of  drink.. 
I  do  not  think  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  can  suppose  that  the 
publicans  ai«  not  possessed  of  any  desire 
for  self  preservation.  Self  immolation 
is  at  no  time  a  pleasant  thing,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  expect  it 
from  any  ordinary  human  being — not- 
even  from  a  publican  If  it  were  other- 
wise, there  would  be  no  truth  in  the- 
Persian  proverb,  with  which  nfly  residence 
in  the  East  has  made  me  familiar,  namely, 
that  in  a  Council  of  Lions  we  do  not 
expect  an  ordinance  to  be  passed  for- 
bidding the  having  of  lamb  for  breakfast. 
I  wish  to  show  why  compensation  is  nn- 
justand unnecessary,  and  for  that  purpose 
I  want  the  Committee  to  inquire  how 
the  enormous  value  of  £250,000,000 
arissa  There  are  three  reasons,  all  of  a 
strictly  financial  character,  against  com> 
pensation  .being  considered  a  thing 
which  could  be  justly  given  for  the 
termination  of  this  monopoly.  In  the- 
first  place,  the  whole  value  is  created  not 
by  the  operation  of  trade  or  industry,  but' 
by  a  sort  of  triple  monopoly.  There  are 
three  sets  of  unearned  increment.  The- 
first  is  due  to  the  fact  that  liquor  is  an 
enormously  highly  taxed  and  conse- 
quently high-priced  article.  If  the  Com- 
mittee will  take  any  very  expensive 
articles,  such  as  diamonds,  they  -will  see- 
that  the  face  of  an  enormous  money- 
capital  being  required  to  deal  in  an 
article  has  in  itself  the  effect  of  throwing 
the  trade  into  the  hands  of  capitalists- 
pure  and  simple,  and  the  consequence  is 
that  the  limited  class  who  conduct  the 
trade  are  able  to  charge  the  public 
higher  prices  than  they  could  otherwise- 
do.     Of  course,  the  high  price  of  liquor 
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is  farther  increased  by  the  fact  of  a 
licence  being  required  for  a  public  house. 
And  it  is,  again,  still  further  increased 
by  the  monopoly' of  the  tied  houses.  I 
may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  illustrate 
my  point  by  referring  to  another  article 
which  is  also  enormously  taxed,  and 
which  becomes  in  consequence  enor- 
mously valuable.  I  allude  to  salt  in 
India 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order  !  I 
have  endeavoured  to  follow  the  hen. 
Member's  arguments  and  have  &iled  to 
see  their  application.  The  illustration 
does  not  add  to  their  clearness. 

•Mb.  SETMOUa  KEAY :  I  will  not 
pursue  the  argument,  but  perhaps  I  may 
l)e  allowed  to  state  the  result.  The  result 
js  that  when  we  tax  salt  2,000  per  cent, 
we  throw  it  into  the  hands  of  bankers  and 
capitalists,  and  whilst  they  pay  the 
revenue  £7,000,000  a  year  in  taxation  it 
is  proved  by  Official  Returns  that 
they  mulct  the  people  of  India  no  less 
than  £28,000,000  for  the  article  they 
83ll.  I  hold  that  the  tax  oa  spirits  has 
«xactlythesameeffect.  The  trade  isthrown 
into  the  hands  of  capitalists,  who  by 
combining  against  the  consumers  are 
able  to  realise  an  immense  percentage 
of  profit  annually.  Between  30  and  40 
years  ago,  when  the  tax  on  Scotch 
Whisky  was  only  a  third  of  what  it  is 
now,  and  the  tax  on  Irish  whisky  only  a 
fourth,  there  were  none  of  these  enor. 
mouB  values  of  public  houses,  and  none 
of  these  enormous  systems  of  tied  houses* 
nor  were  such  vast  fortunes  made  by 
brewers  and  distillers.  Things  have 
now  altered.  The  trade  has  been 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  capitalists 
who  are  much  more  able  to  combine 
against  the  public  than  were  their 
predecessors.  The  cost  of  good 
blended  malt  whisky  at  the  distillery 
at  this  moment  is  only  3s.  a 
gallon.  Let  me  add,  as  an  average  over 
IDngland,  Is.  a  gallon  for  carriage, 
and  the  tax  of  lOs.  a  gallon.  This 
brings  the  cost  up  to  14s.  a  gallon. 
Unadulterated  it  could  be  sold  at  the 
Mr.  Seymour  Keay 


present  rate  of  2l8.  a  gallon,  and  produce 
a  profit  of  33  per  cent,  to  the  publican. 
This,    therefore    is    the   first   unearned 
increment.     It  appears  from  a    recent 
trial  in  Edinburgh  that  it  is  the  custom 
of  the  trade  to  add  water,  so  as  to  raise 
the  33  per  cent,  profit  to  66  per  cent. 
profit  on  every  gallon  of  whisky  sold.  In 
other  words,  the  actual  practice  of   the 
liquor  trade   is  that  if  a  poor  man  pays 
6d.  for  a  certain  adulterated   mixture, 
2|d.  of  the  fid.  goes  to  the  Exchequer, 
and  3Jd.  to  the  publican,  in  the  form  of 
profit,  while  the  poor  man  only  gets  a 
halfpenny  worth  of  whisky  for  his  6d. 
The  same  thing  occurs  with  regard  to 
beer.       The   pubUo  pays   2s.  8d.   for  a 
gallon  of  beer,  which,  with  the  tax   in- 
cluded, costs  only  lOd.     Perhaps  gentle- 
men  opposite  may  say  the  law    coold 
stop  and  prohibit  all  this  adulteration. 
The   law,   however,  is  not  enforceable, 
simply    because    the     enormous    gains 
realised  by  this  fraud  are  such  a  tempta- 
tion to  the  publican  as  to  make  him  defy 
all  the  penalties  which  the  law  can  place 
upon  him.     Under  these  circumstances, 
it  is  not  in  the  least  wonderful  that  the 
market  price  of  public    houses    should 
have  gone  up  to  the  enormous  figure  of 
£250,000,000  or  £300,000,000.    But  it 
is  monstrous  that  when  this  is  the  state 
of  fiiots,  we  should  be  asked  to  allow  the 
publican  to  capitalise  his  enormous  and, 
in  many  respects,  illicit  gains,  and  then 
go    to    the  Public   Treasury   and    take 
away    at    one    haul    the  whole   of    the 
capitalised      value      of      the      gigantic 
yearly      income      out      of      which      he 
has    been    able    thus    to    cheat     the 
public      I    say    that    the   large   profits 
realised  by  public  houses  constitute  of 
themselves  the  compensation  for  which 
the  publican  willingly  runs  the  uodoubt- 
edly    considerable    risk    of    having  his 
licence     withdrawn.       I     can    further 
illustrate    this     point     by     mentioning 
a  monopoly  within  a  monopoly  existing 
in    the    drink  trade.       Messrs.    Spiers 
and     Pond     have     a     very      lucrative 
monopoly    within   a    monopoly.     They 
have       the       monopoly       of      selling 
drink  at  certain  railway  stations,   and 
they  take  advantage  of  it  to  charge  the 
public  double  the  price,  in  many  cases,  for 
which  they  can  get  the  same  thing  at  the 
public  house  next  door.     If  anyone  here 
has  ever  gone  into  one  of  their  bars  on 
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the  Undergroand  Railway,  aud  asked  for 
a  glass  of  sherry  he  will  have  noticed  that 
he  has  had  to  pay  double  tho  usual  price, 
or  else  he  gets  a  glass  half  the  usual  size. 
I  want  to  ask  the  Government  whether, 
if  the  Railway  Company  put  a  stop  to 
this  monopoly,  Messrs.  Spiers  and  Fond 
would  be  entitled  to  demand  from  the 
company  the  capitalised  value  of  their 
business  ? 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order !  That 
has  no  bearing  whatever  on  the  question. 

•Mr.  SEYMOUR  KEAY:  I  will 
not  pursue  the  subject  further.  In 
fact,  my  illustration  was  at  an 
end.  My  general  point  is  that  the 
income  derived  from  this  monopoly, 
whether  the  monopoly  be  terminable  in 
one  year  or  five,  is  in  itself  the  compen- 
sation which  the  monopolist  expects,  and 
that  he  is  not  entitled  to  ask  for  the 
capitalised  value  of  that  income  if  his 
monopoly  be  withdrawn.     (8.49.) 

(9.20.)  Me.  M'LAGAN  (Linlithgow)  :  I 
am  quite  willing  to  allow  the  Government 
the  credit  of  an  honest  attempt  on  behalf 
of  temperance,  by  reducing  the  amount 
of  drunkenness,  but  we  want  an  actual 
reduction  in  the  number  of  licensed 
houses,  and  the  plan  of  the  Government 
will  simply  check  the  reduction  which  is 
now  going  on.  True,  increase  in  the 
price  of  alcoholic  liquors  reduces  con- 
sumption, and  this  reduction  has  followed 
increase  in  duty ;  but  then,  again,  con- 
sumption follows  the  rise  and  fall  of 
wages.  We  want,  I  say,  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  public  houses,  and  I  main- 
tain we  are  able  to  accomplish  this 
more  rapidly  by  the  present  system  in 
Scotland  than  we  shall  be  able  to  do  under 
the  method  contemplated  by  the  Govern- 
ment. In  the  first  place,  the  amount 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  County  Councils 
is  inadequate  for  the  purchase  of  many 
houses,  and  many  years  must  elapse 
before  any  sensible  reduction  can  be 
effected  by  this  means.  Then,  as  yon 
reduce  the  number  of  houses  you  will 
increase  the  reluctance  of  the  remaining 
proprietors  to  give  up  their  trade,  and 


the  compensation  demanded  will  rise  as 
houses  are  diminished  in  number,  the 
funds  of  the  County  Councils  becoming 
in  proportion  more  inadequate.     Call  it 
compensation  or  purchase  the  thing  is  the 
same,  public  money  passes  into  the  hands 
of    licence    holders.     An    hoUv  Baronet 
opposite  has  assured  the  Committee  that 
he  would  vote  against  compensation,  but 
he  supports  the  Bill ;  but  he  must  admit 
that  with  the  passing  of  the  Bill  publi- 
cans will  have  a  higher  vantage  ground, 
and  will  appeal  to  Parliamentary  recog- 
nition of  the  value  of  their  licences  as  an 
addition  to  their  claim  for  compensation. 
It  is  far  from  my  wish  to  act  unjustly 
I  toward  licence  holders ;   but   I  bear  in 
mind  the  fact  that  licences  are  not  per- 
manently granted,  and   each   year   the 
holder  of    the    privilege    or   monopoly 
makes  a  large  profit  over  the  expenses  of 
his  business  within  that   period.     I  do 
not  think  there  is  much  sympathy  to  be  ■ 
excited  for  those  who,   in    the   public 
welfare,  are  required  to  give  up  a  licence 
to  which  they  have  no  special  claim. 
With  the  growth  of  temperance  opinions 
in  this  city  and  elsewhere  we  see  a  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  coffee  houses, 
a  trade  in  which  profits  are  large,  and  a 
licence   holder,   being    deprived   of    his 
licence,  can  carry  on  the  business  of  a 
refreshment  house   with  profit  to  him- 
self   and  advantage    to  his  customers. 
I     object     to     the      proposals     in     the 
Bill  for  several  reasons.      They  will  per- 
petuate the  system  of  licensed  houses  in 
the  country  which,  by  the  voice  of  the 
people,    is   being   gradually   done   away 
with.     In  the  train  of  evils  following 
the   public  house  syste/n  are   poverty, 
crime,  and  consequent  iticrease  in  rates. 
I    could    mention    places    in    Scotland 
where  the   withdrawal  of  licences  has 
led  directly  to  the  fall  of  police  and  poor 
rates.     I  object  to  the  Bill  as  an  obstacle 
to  the  progress  of  the  temperance  move- 
ment.    Public  opinion  in  Scotland  is  far 
in  advance  of  public  opinion  in  Englaiid 
on   this  subject.     My  hon.  Friend  t^e 
Member  for  Stirlingshire  (Mr.  Bolton) 
has  shown  this,  and  I  need  not  go  over 
the  same  ground.     There  is  no  doubt  of 
the  fact,  and  if  you  want  to  put  down 
public    houses,   you  have  only  to  put 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  people  and 
they   will  make  short  work  of  it.     A 
plSiscite  has 'been  taken  in' a  hundred 
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towns  and  Tillages  in  Scotland,  and  the 
resalt  has  been  an  expression  of  opinion 
in  the  population  of  12  to  1  in  favour  of 
patting  down  licensed  public  houses  and 
giving  the  authority  for  this  to  the 
people  themselves.  The  BiU  is  an 
obstacle  and  a  difficulty  in  the  path  the 
people  desire  to  pursue  ;  it  maintains  a 
system  disastrous  to  the  country  and 
ruinous  in  its  tendencies.  When  we  come 
to  the  next  Amendment  we  shall  prove 
that  there  are  other  objects  to  which  we 
can  more  usefully  apply  the  funds  at  our 
disposal.  I  intend  to  do  everything  in 
my  power  to  oppose  this  Bill,  and  I 
believe  that  since  the  passing  of  the 
Reform  Bill  there  has  not  been  so 
much  excitement  in  Scotland  against 
any  measure  as  exists  against  this  Bill. 

(9.30.)  Mb.  J.  WILSON  (Govan) :  I 
very  much  sympathise  with  what  has 
been  said  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Linlithgowshire.  No  one  who 
listened  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer when  he  brought  in  his  Budget 
would  have  supposed  that  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  had  anything  els3  than  a 
pious  horror  at  the  amount  of  the  evil 
entailed  on  the  country  by  the  enormous 
amount  of  money  placed  at  his  disposal 
through  the  drink  traffic,  and  that  the 
difficulty  was  how  to  get  rid  of  the  evils 
of  intemperance.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  in  one  of  his  speeches,  said 
he  was  surprised  at  the  opposition  of 
the  Temperance  Party  to  these  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  to  reduce 
the  number  of  licences.  Why,  Sir, 
the  Temperance  Party  have  been  resist- 
ing and  protesting  in  almost  every 
Licensing  Court  throughout  the  country, 
for  half  a  century,  against  any  increase 
in  the  number  of  licences.  We  cannot 
blame  the  Temperance  Party  for  having 
no  sympathy  with  the  Government  on 
this  occasion,  because  th''8  Bill  is  seeking 
to  give  the  trade  a  vested  interest  by  a 
process  of  compensation  for  licences 
which  it  was  never  held  to  be  entitled 
to  in  the  past.  We  do  not  object  to 
anything  in  the  Bill  except  the  com- 
pensation clauses.  We  should  welcome 
J£r.  Af' Lagan 


the  Bill  if  the  Government  could  see  fit 
to  alter,  so  far  as  Scotland  is  concerned, 
the  destination  of  the  money  intended  to 
b3  applied  to  the  buying  up  of  licences. 
A  few  evenings  ago  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  spoke  of 
the  floor  of  the  House  being  inundated 
with  Petitions  and  telegrams  against  the 
Bill.  He  said  that  the  telegrams  all  came 
from  the  same  source.  They  do,  and 
the  source  is  the  Temperance  Party  in 
Scotland,  and  if  the  Government  persist 
in  pressing  their  proposals  they  will 
have  to  reckon  with  no  mean  power  so 
ta,T  as  the  Scotch  constituencies  are  con- 
cerned. A  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke 
to-night  of  the  strong  feeling  in  Scotland 
on  this  matter.  The  feeling  in  Scotland 
is  much  stronger  than  in  England,  and 
my  right  hon.  Friend  desired  to  know 
how  it  was  that  the  people  of  Scotland 
were  so  much  against  the  Government 
proposals.  Now, .  Sir,  as  a  temperance 
reformer  of  many  years'  experience, 
I  may  say  that  the  public  feeling  and 
sentiments  in  Scotland  is  largely  due  to 
the  efforts  of  the  United  Temperance 
Party  in  the  country.  We  hear  hon. 
Members  opposite  speaking  of  the 
Petitions  sent  to  them  in  favour  of  this 
Bill,  and  the  President,  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  has,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
referred  to  the  letters  he  has  had,  bntl 
will  undertake  to  say  that,  so  far  a» 
Scotland  is  concerned,  the  Petitions 
received  by  Scotch  Members  have  been 
overwhelmingly  against  the  proposals 
of  the  Government,  and  as  to  mass 
meetings,  I  think  that  after  what  has 
been  said  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  with 
reference  to  the  meeting  at  Bridgeton, 
little  need  be  added.  On  a  recent  occasion 
the  publicans  made  an  attempt  to  hold 
an  open-air  meeting  in  Glasgow,  and  at 
that  meeting  an  Amendment  was  pro- 
posed by  the  Temperance  Party,  and 
carried  over  the  heads  of  those  who  had 
convened  the  gathering.  I  think  it  is  a 
fact  that  in  uo  Parliament  have  so  many 
Petitions  from  so  many  interests  throngt 
out  the  country  been  presented  against 
any  Bill  as  there  have  been  against  this. 
In  a  speech  which  he  delivered  to-n%ht, 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Ayr  Burghs  said 
he  felt  sure  that  if  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  Scotland  could  be  ascertained, 
and  if  an  election  took  place,  there 
would  be  returned  to  this  House  a  large 
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majority  of  Members  in  faTonr  of  the 
proposals  of  the  Government.  I  do  not 
think  that  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
HoTise  would  shrink  from  such  a  test ; 
indeed,  they  would  deem  the  battle- 
ground weU  chosen.  Whatever  might 
be  the  result  in  Ayr  Burghs,  I  believe 
that  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
Off  Scotland  there  would  be  such  a 
ananimous  expression  of  opinion  as 
would  startle  the  right  lion.  Gentleman 
who  is  in  charge  of  this  Bill.  The  hon. 
Member,  in  speaking  of  a  meeting  of  the 
Temperance  Party  that  was  held  in  Ayr, 
cited  a  statement  by  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Scotch  Temperance  League,  and 
stated  that  that  body  had  stultified  itself 
in  reference  to  the  question  of  petition- 
ing against  this  measure  by  having 
returned  a  right  hon.  Member  to  Parlia- 
ment as  their  Member.  But  at  a  large 
meeting  held  in  Ayr,  last  week — called 
by  the  two  Political  Parties,  so  far  as  the 
temperance  community  is  concerned, 
and  held  in  the  largest  hall  in  the 
town — the  rev.  Mr.  Duncan,  an 
Established  Church  minister,  proposed 
a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the 
meeting  protested  against  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  in  the  Local 
Ttoation  (Duties)  Bill  for  extinguishing 
existing  licences  by  purchase,  as  that 
proposal  would  practically  create  a  vested 
interest  in  licences  to  which  no  claim 
could  be  established  either  in  law  or  in 
eqaity.  In  the  course  of  his  speech,  the 
mover  of  that  resolution  said  he  was 
a  supporter  of  the  Government  at  the 
last  election  in  the  Burghs;  but  if 
another  election  occurred  upon  these 
proposals  he  would  unhesitatingly  vote 
against  them.  The  motion  was  seconded 
by  one  of  the  Town  CJouncillors  in  Ayr, 
and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Johnston,  a 
Liberal  Unionist,  who  said — 


**  Ha  bad  b«en  a  (apporter  of  the  present 
(jovernment,  and  felt  it  was  unfair,  after 
having  helped  the  Qovemment  to  their  present 
podtion,  that  they  should  use  their  power  and 
their  majority  for  this  purpose  and  saddle 
remotaeleaily  this  injustice  on  the  country. 
Lord  Uartington,  whom  he  regarded  as  bis 
I«ader,  knew  now,  that  if  the  measare  were 
forced  through  the  House,  as  the  Oovemment 
proposed  to  force  it,  it  would  cause  a  great 
•train  on  their  allegiance,  and  as  a  temperance 
refunner  and  a   minister  of  the  Gospel    be 
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should  feel  it  his  duty  to  use  all  his  power  to 
turn  out  the  tioTernment." 

Now  this  occurred  at  a  large  public 
meeting  in  Ayf.  The  other  day  we  had 
in  the  Lobby  of  the  House  the  Lord 
Provost  of  Glasgow,  and  I  presume  that 
his  appearance  was  indicative  of  his 
having  come  to  warn  the  Government 
againstpersisting  with  this  measure.  The 
Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow  is  a  Liberal 
Unionist,  and  I  understand  that  at  the 
present  moment  there  is  a  motion  before 
the  Town  Council  of  Glasgow  protesting 
against  this  measure.  We  have  seen  from 
the  public  prints  that  many  of  the  Muni- 
cipal Authorities  throughout  Scotland 
have  been  protesting  against  these  pro- 
posals, and  how  the  Government  can, 
in  the  face  of  this  opposition,  persist  in 
going  on  with  them  I  really  cannot 
understand.  We  are  told  that  these  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  will  not  inter- 
fere with  the  Licensing  Authorities — ^that 
they  will  not  interfere  with  the  powers 
at  present  possessed  by  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace  in  counties  and  Magistrates  in 
burghs.  We  know,  that  at  the  present 
time  every  new  licence  that  is  granted 
is  understood  to  be  granted  in  the  public 
interest  and  the  public  good,  and  that 
Magistrates  when  they  find  a  licence  has 
been  granted,  and  that  it  has  not  turned 
out  for  the  public  good ,  have  had  the  power 
— and  have  exercised  it,  too — of  refusing 
a  renewal  at  the  next  Licensing  Session. 
As  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  I  myself  have 
had  no  hesitation  in  withdrawing  licences 
when  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  are  not  required  in  the  public 
interest.  I  would  remind  the  House 
that  Scotland  in  the  past  has  been 
exceptionally  treated  in  this  matter  of 
licences.  The  hours  during  which 
houses  have  been  allowed  to  be  open 
have  been  shortened;  Sunday  opening 
has  been  stopped  ;  and  I  venture  to  think 
that  if  the  Govemment,in8tead  of  bringing 
in  this  Bill,  had  proposed  one  to  further 
shorten  the  hours  of  trading,  they  would 
have  materially  reduced  the  consumption 
of  liquor,  and  have  benefited  immensely 
the  moral  tone  of  great  masses  of  the 
people.  Every  one  knows  it  is  the  last 
two  or  three  hours  of  the  night  in  which 
most  drunkenness  occurs. 

The  chairman  :   Order,  order !    I 
think   the    hon.    Member    is    wander* 
3  P 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1423    Local  Taxation  (Cutttrnia     'COMMOI^S}      and  Excise)  Duties  £01.    UU 


ing  from  the  subjedb  of    the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mb.  J.  WILSON  :  I  was  bringing  to 
the  recollection  of  the  CJommittee  the 
&ct  that  in  the  year  1853,  when  a  Con. 
servjitive  Qovemment  was  in  power — 
and  I  think  this  is  particnlarly  germane 
to  the  sabjeot  I  have. in  hand — in  the 
month  of  Angost  in  that  year,  Parlia- 
ment resolved,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  to 
prohibit  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  coanties 
and  Magistrates  in  bnrghs  from  grant- 
ing Uoences  to  blacksmiths,  taxmen,  and 
tollkeepers  all  over  the  country  of  Soot- 
land.  We  know  that  up  to  that  time 
these  people  had  been  licensed,  but  in 
1853  these  licences  were  abolished,  and 
without  a  farthing  being  paid  as  com- 
pensation. Hundreds  of  these  licences 
were  taken  away.  This  precedent  goes 
a  long  way  in  support  of  oar  oonteution 
that  there  is  no  vested  interest  in 
licences.  I  feel  satisfied  that  if  this 
matter  is  decided  by  the  majority  of  the 
Members  from  Scotland,  instead  of  money 
being  given  to  the  publicans  it  will  be 
devoted  to  much  better  and  much  higher 
purposes — the  purpose  of  educating  the 
youth  of  the  nation,  both  in  elementary 
and  in  higher  schools,  and  if  it  were  so  de- 
voted, it  would  prove  a  blessing  to  the 
county ;  and  it  would  be  much  better 
than  giving  it  away  to  people  who  have 
already  enriched  themselves  at  the 
public  expense,  and  at  the  expense  of 
the  demoralisation  of  the  community. 

(9.50.)  Mb.  duff  (Banffehire) :  I 
think  we  have  reasonably  complained 
that,  so  far,  we  have  had  no  indication 
from  the  Treasury  Bench  of  what  they 
intend  to  do  in  regard  to  this  Amend- 
ment, although  the  Debate  has  been 
going  on  for  tjiree-and-a-half  hours. 

•Mb.   RITCHIE:    I  understand   that 
the  Amendment  is  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mb.  duff  :  I  have  no  information  to 
that  effect.  I  think  my  hon.  Friend  is 
perfectly  prepared  to  go  on  with  it,  and 
1  certainly  am  prepared  to  support  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order  !  The 
present  Amendment,  if  carried,  will 
preclude  the  possibility  of  dealing  with 
all  subsequent  Amendments  appropri- 
ating the  money. 
The  Chairman 


Mb.  DUFF:  I  was  not  awaie  that 
this  Amendment  before  the  Committee, 
which  involves  very  important  questions, 
would  have  that  effect. 

•Me.  RITCHIE:  I  am  sure  the  hoD. 
Gentleman  would  not  wish  to  ndsrepre- 
sent  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
this  matter.  I  understood  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  as 
to  the  effect  which  the  carrying  of  the 
Amendment  would  have,  an  intimatios 
had  been  received  by  the  Solicitor 
General  that  an  appeal  would  be  made 
to  the  Mover  to  withdraw  it,  so  that 
discussion  might  more  properly  take 
place  upon  &b  section  to  which  tJw 
arguments  of  hon.  Members  most  pro- 
perly apply. 

(9.52.)    Me.  CAMPBELL-BANNEB- 
MAN  (Stirling,  &c.)  :  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that,  although  I  have  had 
no  intimation  of  -that  sort,  still  a  good 
many  of  us  are   of   opinion   that   Has 
Debate,  although  it  has  been  a  fbrcibie 
expression  of  opinion,   is  going  some- 
what upon  a  side  issue.  The  Amoddment 
of  my  hon.  Friend  has  been  moved  -with 
a  view  to  his  reoonmiending  to  the  Com- 
mittee,  at  a  subsequent  stage,   certain 
modes  of  disposing  of  this  money.    I  am 
not  sure  that  in  the  prominence  whidi 
he  gave  to  these    particular  modes  I 
should  altogether  agree  with  him,  and  1 
think   that  some  of  my  hon.   Friends 
are  in  the  samejposition  ;  but  after  the 
ruling  which  you  have  given  from  the 
Chair  to  the  effect  that  this  Amendment, 
if  carried,  will  involve  the  abandonment 
of    the   whole   of  the    scheme   of   the 
Government,  including  the  proposal  that 
a  certain  amount  of  money  should  be 
allotted  to  the  superannuation   of  the 
police,  I  think  that  the  question  becomes 
complicated  to  such  an   extent  that  it 
perhaps  would  be   better,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  suggested,  if  ths 
Amendment  were  withdrawn.     I  hope 
that  my  hon.  Friend  will  agree  to  adopt 
that  course  in  order  that  we  may  raise 
this  point  of  the  buying  up  of  lioenoK 
at  a  different  part  of  the  clause,  where  it 
can  be   more  effectively  discussed.     I 
may  say  frankly  that  the  object  of  the 
Scotch  Members  with  whose  views  I  an 
acquainted    is    to    bring     prominoitly 
before  the  House  the  objections  to  the 
buying  up  of  licences,  and  to  explain  U> 
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the  House  the  glaring  contrast  between 
the  purpose  to  which  it  is  now  pro- 
posed'to  dcTote  this  money,  and  the 
purposes  to  which  it  might  reasonably 
be  applied.  I  have  a  considerable 
amount  of  sympathy  with  my  hon. 
Friend,  who  is  anxious  to  obtain 
some  of  the  money  for  the  especial  pur- 
pose of  creating  harbours.  I  can  quite 
understand  his  being  anxious  to  do  that ; 
and  I  think  we  shall  simplify  the  posi- 
tion if  he  allows  this  Amendment  to  be 
withdrawn,  in  order  that  we  may  by-and- 
by  be  able  to  place  before  the  House  the 
altematives  which  we  propose  for  the 
distribution  of  the  money. 

(9.56.)  Mr.  S.  WILLIAMSON: 
My  object  in  moving  this  Amend- 
ment was  to  strengthen  the  oppo- 
sition to  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
Temment  by  showing  that  there  were 
great  national  purposes  besides  police 
superannuation,  and  besides  the  payment 
of  school  fees,  to  which  this  money 
might  reasonably  be  applied,  and,  in 
bringing  so  prominently  before  the 
House  the  question  of  Fishery  Harbours, 
I  think  I  was  able  to  show  a  good  pur- 
pose to  which  this  money  might  be 
applied,  and  I  was  able  especially  to 
point  out  the  claims  of  the  fishing 
industry.  Now,  Sir,  after  your  ruling* 
which  I  did  not  hear,  but  the  purport 
of  which  has  been  communicated  to  me, 
I,  of  course,  will  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment. I  still  think,  however,  that  if  the 
Amendment  had  been  carried,  progress 
might  have  been  reported,  and  we  might 
have  come  to  some  arrangement  for  the 
distribution  of  this  money,  giving,  say, 
je60,000  for  education,  £30,000  for 
fishing  harbours,  and  £40,000  for  police 
superannuation.  I  beg  to  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Anaendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(9.5.)  Mb,  HUNTEB  (Aberdeen, 
N.):  l%e  first  sub-section  of  the  clause 
provides  that  the  sum  of  £40,000  shall 
be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  police 
superannuation  in  Scotland,  and  I  beg  to 
move  that  these  words  be  omitted.  I  do 
it  for  the  pttrpase  of  endeavouring  to 
ascertain  from  the  Qovernment  what  it 
is  they  really  mean,  because  Scotland,  in 
regard  .to  police  superannuation,  differs 


altogether  from  England.  In  England 
there  has  been,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  a 
system  of  police  superannuation  provided 
for  all  boroughs  and  counties,  and  it  has 
been  in  operation  for  a  great  many 
years.  But  in  Scotland  we  stand  in  this 
position,  that  there  are  no  superannuation, 
funds  in  Scotland,  except  in  two  or  three 
small  localities.  While,  therefore,  in 
the  case  of  England,  the  Government 
propose  the  appGcation  of  this  money  to 
a  known  purpose  they  are,  in  the  case 
of  Scotland,  asking  the  Committee  to 
agree  to  the  application  of  the  large  sum. 
of  £40,000  a  year  to  a  purpose  which,, 
at  the  present  moment,  is  entirely  un- 
known. It  has  been  stated  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  preparing  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  question  of  superannuation,, 
but  that  Bill  has  not  been  brought  before 
the  House,  and,  therefore,  in  this  matter 
we  are  in  the  extraordinary  position 
that  we  are  asked  to  vote  out  of  this 
sum  of  £120,000,  bo  less  than  £40,000 
a  year  for  a  purpose  the  exact  nature 
and  details  <d  which  are  entirely  un- 
known to  theHonseandtotheCommittee. 
Certainly  the  Committee  ought  not  to 
agree  to  passing  this  clause  until  we  have- 
had  some  distinct  information  from  the- 
Cbvernment  as  to  the  nature  of  the  pur- 
pose to  which  it  is  to  be  applied.  I  inake 
those  observations  in  no  spirit  of  hostility 
to  the  object  which  the  Government 
have  in  view,  namely,  the  establishment- 
of  aSuperanuation  Fund  for  the  police  in 
Scotland.  I,  for  one,  should  be  disposed 
to  give  a  satisfactory  scheme  favourable 
and  kindly  consideration.  But  the 
diflSculty  we  are  now  in  is  that  we  are- 
asked  to  vote  this  money  without- 
knowing  in  any  way  whatever  the 
scheme  which  the  Government  propose. 
Therefore,  although  favourable  to  the 
purpose  of  the  superannuation  of  the 
police,  we  do  not  know  ,how  that  pur- 
pose will  be  carried  out  or  whether  it 
will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  people 
of  Scotland,  or  of  Uie  police,  or  of  the 
Members  of  this  House.  It  seems  to 
me  absolutely  necessary  at  this  stage 
that  we  should  be  in  possession  of.  the 
views  of  the  Government.  I  look  upon 
the  superannuation  of  the  police  only  as 
part  of  a  larger  scheme  of  superannua- 
tion, under  which,  by  means  of 
insurance,  aged  working  men  would  be 
3  F  2 
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saperannoated,  and  not  merely  police- 
men. If  it  had  been  possible  for  a  private 
Member  to  have  brought  this  larger 
question  before  the  House.  I  should  have 
done  so,  but  the  time  of  private  Members 
has  now  been  taken  away.  I  hope,  if 
the  Ballot  is  favourable  next  year,  to 
bring  before  the  House  a  scheme  of  in- 
surance by  which  all  men  in  Scotland, 
and  not  poUoemen  alone,  may  be  able  to 
provide  for  old  age.  I  think  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gbntleman  the  Solicitor 
Qeneral  for  Scotland  ought  to  inform 
the  House  what  is  the  scheme  of  police 
superannuation  which  the  Oovemment 
propose. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
5,  to  leave  out  Subsection  (i).^-(Jl/r. 
Htmter.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section 
(i.)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

•(10.5.)  The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL 
FOB  SCOTLAND  (Mr.  M.  T.  Siobmoiith 
Daslino,  Edinburgh  andSt.  Andrew's  Uni. 
versities) :  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber has  stated  his  views  temperately. 
He  is  quite  right  in  saying  that  in  Scot- 
land there  is  no  scheme  of  police  super- 
annuation. The  boroughs  and  counties 
have  power  to  provide  for  the  infirmities 
of  aged  policemen  by  payment  of  a  lump 

sum  in  proportion  to  the  pay.  But  there 
is  no  scheme  of  superannuation  except 
in  the  Borough  of  Greenock  under  a 
Local  Act.  In  Scotland,  I  believe,  there 
is  as  gp:eat  need  of  police  superannuation 
as  in  England.  Apart  from  considera- 
tions of  justice,  the  figures  which  are  before 
me  certainly  show  that  many  of  the  police 
in  Scotland  are  beyond  the  age  when  they 
can  eGBciently  dischargee  their  dafy.  I 
have  no  doubt  there  is  a  natural 
-disinclination  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  to  dismiss  men  who 
liave  done  their  duty.  With  r^^ard  to 
the  very  reasonable  demand  of  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  Committee  should 
know  something  of  the  Bill  before  they 
proceed  to  the  details,  I  have  simply  this 
to  say.  If  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
withdraws  his  Amendment  we  shall 
simply  affirm  the  principle  oE  police 
supsrannuation,  and  the  dedication  of  a 
certain  sum  to  that  purpose.  With  re- 
Mr,  Hunter 


gard  to  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be 
carried  out,  before  we  reach  Clause  4, 
which  deals  with  the  matter  somewhat 
in  detail,  I  think  I  can  safely  promise 
that  the  Scotch  Bill  will  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  hon.  Members.  It  will  be 
substantially  on  the  lines  of  the  English 
Bill.  These  are  intimations  which  I 
hope  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  hon. 
Member,  and  that  he  will  allow  this 
clause  to  pass  without  further  comment 

(10.8.)  Mb.  CAMPBELL-BANNER. 
MAN :  With  all  due  respect  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  G«ntleman,  I  can- 
not regfard  either  the  substance  or  form 
of  his  answer  as  satisfactory.  Where  is 
the  Lord  Advocate?  I  mean  no  dis- 
respect to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Solicitor  General,  who  fulfils  hii 
duties  in  a  manner  which  does  him 
credit.  But  the  Lord  Advocate  is  re- 
sponsible for  Scotch  business.  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  is  the  chief  officer 
connected  with  the  business  of  Scotland, 
bat  he  is  in  another  House  and  we  never 
see  him.  The  Lord  Advocate  in  this 
House  represents  Scotch  business  in 
this  House  with  a  fulness  and  power 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
cannot  profess  to  possess.  Here  is  the 
Scotch  clause  of  the  most  contentions 
Bill  of  the  whole  Session,  and  the  Lord 
Advocate  is  absent.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  he  is  not  ilL  Had  he  been  I 
should  not  have  said  anything.  Bat  I 
understand  he  is  otherwise  occupied.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  treating  Scotch  Mem- 
ders  with  any  very  high  degree  of 
respect.  [Laughter.']  The  ex-Lord 
Mayor  (Sir  R.  N.  Fowler)  laughs  at 
that  statement.  I  can  assure  hira  it  is 
earnestly  felt  by  Scotch  Members.  The 
Lord  Advocate  ought  to  have  been  here. 
Besides  the  Lord  Advocate,  there  ought 
to  have  been  the  BUI.  This  Bill 
was  read  a  first  time  on  the  last  day 
of  April.  It  ought  to  have  been  at  the 
other  end  of  the  month — on  the  1st  of 
April — as  a  day  more  appropriate  to  this 
measure.  Yet  here  we  are  in  June 
without  the  Bill  which  is  to  carry  oat 
this  clause.  As  to  what  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen  said,  I  confess  myself 
not  altogether  enamoured  of  universal 
superannuation,noramIenamoaredof  the 
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extension  of  the  saperannoation  of  the 
police.  We  have  a  system  of  supsr- 
annnttion  in  the  Police  Service  of  this 
conntiy,  and  I  confess  frankly  I  do  not 
like  it.  I  should  rather  like  to  see  it 
stinted  and  restrained  than  developed. 
Like  the  rest  of  the  Scotch  Members,  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  see  the  Bill 
before  proceeding  with  this  clause. 

•(10.13.)  Me.  RITCHIE  :  I  am  not  sur- 
prised that  it  should  have  been  expected 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  would  be  present, 
bat  I  may  explain  that  he  had  an  engage- 
ment of    the   very   highest    and  most 
urgent  importance.     He  was  prepared 
to  throw  it  over,   and  remain  in  the 
House,    but    his    Colleagues  ■  did    not 
wish     him    to    do  so  in  view  of  the 
exceptional   importance  of  his  engage- 
ment     If  there  be  any  blame,  it  should 
attach,  not  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  bnt 
to  his    Colleagues    who    advised    him. 
Looking  to  the  fact  that  the  main  ques- 
tion of  police  superannuation  would  be 
discussed  on  a  subsequent  clause,  when 
the  Superannoation  Bill  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee,  his  Colleagues 
thought  they   were   hardly  justifi^  in 
asking  him  to  forego  that  engagement. 
Therefore,  if  there  is  any  blame,  it  is  due 
not  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  but  rather  to 
his  Colleagues.   Now,  Sir,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  why  the  Scotch  Super- 
annuation Bill  has  not  been  produced, 
and    that  Bill  is  the  gravamen  of   the 
objection  now  made.     He  says  the  Bill 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  30th  of 
April,   and,  after  indulging    in  a  little 
pleasantry  as  to  the   1st  of    April,   to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  quite 
welcome,  he  wanted  to  know  why  so 
long  an  interval  had   been  allowed  to 
elapse    without  the  production    of  the 
Bill.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  must 
understand  that  if  only   the  Scotch  Bill 
has   had   to   be  presented  no   difficulty 
would  have  arisen  in  that  way,  but  it 
has  had  to  be   considered  in  connection 
with  the  English  Bill,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  intricate  and  difficult  points  have 
had  to  be  decided  in  that  connection. 
In  the  case  of  the  English  Bill  the  Com- 
mittee have  been  content  with  the  intima- 
tion of  the  Government  that  the  Super- 
annuation Bill  would  be  in  the  hands  of 


Members  before  the  discussion  on  the 
particular  clause  of  the  main  Bill  dealing 
with  the  application  of  the  money  to 
police  superannoation  came  on ;  and 
before  the  Committee  embarked  on  the 
discussion  of  the  particular  clause  dealing 
with  this  question  in  relation  to  Scotland, 
the  Scotch  Superannuation  Bill  will  be 
in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members.  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  after  having 
made  his  protest,  will  accept  my  reasons 
for  the  non-production  of  the  Bill,  tod 
my  assurance  that  before  the  particular 
clause  comes  on  for  discussion  the  Bill 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members. 
Its  proposals  will  be  found  to  be  closely 
analogous  to  those  of  the  English  Bill. 

(10.20.)  SiE  G.  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, <&c.):  We  now  know  how  we 
stand  in  regard  to  the  representation  of 
Scotland,  and  why  it  is  the  Govern- 
ment are  anxious  to  postpone  this  clause.- 
They  su^ested  that  it  should  be  post- 
poned, and  now  we  have  it  before  us  we 
find  that  the  Scotch  Department  is  not 
represented  by  the  Minister  who  is 
chiefly  responsible  to  this  House  for  the 
administration  of  Scotch  affairs.  We 
have  often  complained  of  the  way  in. 
which,  under  the  present  system,  that 
Department  is  represented.  There  is  a 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  who  is  chiefly 
responsible  for  Scotch  administration, 
whom  we  never  see  at  all,  and  who,  I 
believe,  is  at  the  present  moment  cruising 
about  the  North  of  Ireland,  but  even 
were  ho  in  London  we  should  not  be 
able  to  see  him,  as  he  is  not  a  member  of 
this  Assembly.  Bat  we  have  in  this 
House  the  Lord  Advocate,  who  repre- 
sents the  Chief  Secretary,  but  although 
he  is  an  officer  in  receipt  of  a  high  salary 
we  do  not  find  him  here.  He  is  said  not 
to  be  to  blame  because  his  Colleagues 
have  supported  him  in  his  absence ;  still 
we  have  the  fact  that  he  will  not  forego 
his  private  functions  for  those  he  ought 
to  perform  in  this  House.  Under  such 
circumstances  we  ought  not  to  be  called 
upon  to  deal  with  this  question,  while 
the  absence  of  the  Scotch  Superannua- 
tion Bill  is  a  further  reason  for  not 
dealing  with  this  matter.     For  my  part, 
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I  believe  there  ought  to  be  some  sjstem 
of  superannuation  for  Government  ser- 
vants, becaase  they  have  peculiar  duties 
to  perform,  and  there  are  many  reasons 
why  they  should  have  consideration,  but 
it  is  not  only  the  principle  of  superannu- 
ation with  which  we  have  to  deal ;  we 
are  called  upon  to  vote  a  distinct  sum. 
If ow,  I  ask,  can  we  judge  whether  that 
sdm  is  right  or  wrong  unless  we  know 
what  the  scheme  of  superannuation  is  P 
In  England  there  is  in  most  counties  and 
boroughs  a  superannuation  system,  but 
in  Scotland  no  such  system  has  been 
adopted.  At  present,  we  have  not  the 
least  idea  of  what  is  to  be  the  system  on 
which  we  are  asked  to  vote  a  grant  of 
money,  and  under  these  circumstances  I 
beg  to  move.  Sir,  that  you  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Sir  G. 
Gampbell.) 

(10.25.)  Mb.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen, 
E.) :  Idesire  strongly  to  support  the  Motion 
of  my  hon.  Friend.  I  admit  that  there 
is  a  strong  case  for  police  superannuation, 
and  for  20  years  I  have  supported  that 
proposal,  on  account  of  the  exceptional 
duties  the  police  are  called  on  to  perform, 
through  a  large  portion  of  their  lives. 
Bat,  although  supporting  this  view,  I 
admit  there  is  great  diversity  of  opinion 
in  Scotland  on  this  subject.  No  case 
has  been  made  out  for  calling  on  us  to 
give  a  blank  cheque  for  police  superan- 
nuation. We  ought  to  have  the  Bill 
before  us.  I  desire  particularly  to 
direct  attention  to  the  humiliating 
position  in  which  Scotland  is  constantly 
being  placed.  It  is  not  enough  that  we 
have  no  one  here  sufficiently  repre- 
senting Scotland.  It  is  not  enough 
that  we  should  take  at  second  hand 
from  the  Lord  Advocate  the  opinions  of 
the  Chief  Secretary,  but  we  are  told 
to-night  for  the  first  time  that  so  little 
do  this  Gk>vemment  consider  the  interests 
of  Scotland  that  they  have  assured  the 
Lord  Advocate  he  may  leave  the  House 
at  a  time  when  important  Scotch  business 
is  about  to  be  considered. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
is    now   going    into    matter  which    is 
Sir  6.  Campbell 


[very  wide  of   the  question  before  the 
I  Committee. 

Me.  ESSLEMONT  :  I  do  not  desire  to 
do  that.  I  am  only  endeavouring  to 
show  that  because  the  Lord  Advocate  is 
not  here,  and  we  have  no  Bill  deaUng 
with  this  question,  we  are  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  discuss  it  at  the  present  moment. 
I  desire  to  show  that  the  position  in 
which  Scotland  is  placed  is  the  reason 
why  Progress  should  be  reported,  so  that 
the  Lord  Advocate  may  be  able  to  be  in 
his  place  when  the  matter  is  discussed. 
The  Lord  Advocate  is  the  only  Minister 
entitled  to  speak  for  Scotland.  ["No, 
no."]  Let  those  who  say  "  No,  no,  tell 
me  who  is  entitled  to  speak  for  Scotland  t 

An  hon.  Membeb  :  The  Solicitor 
Greneral. 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT  :  The  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland  has  already  said 
he  is  not  in  a  position  to  speak. 

•Mk.  M.  T.  STORMONTH  DARLING: 
I  beg  pardon ;  I  said  nothing  of  the 
kind. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT  :  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  misinterpret  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
who,  if  anything,  is  always  most  con- 
ciliatory and  courteous,  but  he  has  told 
the  Committee  that  the  Bill  is  not  ready, 
and  that  the  lines  on  which  it  is  to  be 
drawn  are  not  settled. 

•(10.28.)  Me.  M.  T.  STORMONTH 
DARLING:  The  hon.  Member,  most 
unintentionally  no  doubt,  entirely  mis- 
represente  me.  I  did  not  say  that  the 
lines  of  the  Bill  were  not  settled,  nor 
did  I  say  that  I  did  not  fully  represent 
the  Scotch  Department  in  the  absence  of 
the  Lord  Advocate.  The  lines  of  the 
Bill  are  settled,  and  it  will  be  published 
very  shortly,  and  in  what  I  have  said  I 
have  spoken  with  the  authority  of  the 
Government. 

Me.  ESSLEMONT  :  I  am  exceedingly 
glad  that  the  interruption  has  brought 
about  so  important  a  statement.  Now 
we  know  where  we  are.  We  know  that 
the  Lord  Advocate  has  delegated  his 
duties,  and  that  the  Secretary  for  Soot- 
land  has  also  delegated  his  duties  to  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Scotland,  and  that 
he  knows  exactly  the  lines  on  which  \3tts 
Scoteh  Bill  for  the  superannuation  oi  the 
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police  is  being  drawn,  and  yet  he  asks 
OS  to  give  a  blank  cheque  on  the  &ith  of 
the  BUI  being  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
Scotch  Members — to  grant  this  sum  of 
iB40,000  for  poUce  superannuation  with- 
out knowing  one  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  or  the  lines  on  which  it  is  being 
-drawn.  The  statement  of  the  SolicitOT 
Gleneral  furnishes  a  sufficient  reason  why 
this  clause  should  be  postponed,  and  why 
we  should  not  be  called  on  to  discuss  it 
till  we  hare  the  details  of  the  Bill  before 
OS. 

(10.30.)  SmW.  HARCOURTCDerby): 
I  cannot  understand  on  what  ground  this 
Motion  is  resisted.  This  will  be  an 
admirable  opportunity  for  the  few  Scotch 
Members  who  sit  on  the  other  side  to 
show  by  their  vote  that  they  think 
Scotch  business  can  be  very  well  con- 
ducted in  this  House  without  the  pre- 
sence of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
represents  the  interests  of  Scotland  in 
the  GkiTemment.  We  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  Home  Rule  for  Scot- 
land, and,  if  there  ever  was  a  reason  for 
it,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  contempt  with 
which  the  interests  of  Scotland  are  to- 
night treated  by  the  Government.  They 
knew  that  Scotch  business  was  coming 
on,  and  the  absence  of  the  Loid  Advocate 
at  such  a  time  is  a  thing  for  which  no 
excnge  whatever  can  be  made.  I  knew 
something  in  the  old  days  about  the 
management  of  Scotch  business  in  this 
House.  The  executive  officer  in  the 
person  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  or 
the  Lord  Advocate,  is  the  official  to 
represent  the  interests  of  Scotland,  and 
to  inform  Members  for  Scotland  of  the 
policy  of  the  Gk)vernment  with  regard  to 
Scotland,  and  the  notion  of  relegating  a 
duty  of  tiiat  kind  to  the  Solicitor  General 
lor  Scotland  is  a  thing  I  never  heard  of. 
I  am  delighted  to  see  that  the  Tory 
Scotch  Members  are  going  to  vote  for 
that  mode  of  conducting  Scotch  business, 
for,  they  may  depend  upon  it,  the 
incident  will  not  be  overlooked  or  for- 
gotten in  Scotland.  The  people  of 
Scotland  have  already  had  some  indica- 
tions that  their  business  is  neglected  and 
not  treated  with  the  attention  it  deserves 
and  demands,  and  now  we  have  a  Scotch 
clause  before  us — a  clause  dealing 
directly  with  the  interests  of  Scotland, 
under  many  heads,  such  as  education, 
potioe,  and  licensing — and  we  have  the 


Government  bent  on  forcing  the  clause 
through  in  the  absence  of  -  the  Lord 
Advocate.  I  have  no  doubt  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  will  undertake  to  explain  these 
Scotch  subjects  as  afEected  by  the  Bill. 
We  shall  be  very  happy  to  hear  what  he 
has  to  say,  as  we  are  informed  that  the 
whole  principle  of  police  superannuation 
in  Scotland  has  been  settled.  I  trust 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  get  up  and 
state  whatthose  principles  are.  The  Scotch 
Members  will  hear  that  announcement 
with  great  interest  and  satisfaction ;  but, 
in  the  meantime,  we  protest  against  this 
method  of  treating  Scotch  business  and 
Scotch  Members.  I  venture  to  say  it  is 
a  thing  which  Scotland  has  a  right  to 
resent,  and  the  Government  may  depend 
upon  it  that  Scotland  will  resent  it.  The 
Scotch  people  have  demanded,  and  they 
will  continue  to  demand,  a  much  fuller 
control  of  the  affairs  of  their  own 
country,  especially  when  they  have 
before  them  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment to-night. 

•(10.35.)  Mb.  W.  H.  SMTTH:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  challenged 
me  to  explain  the  principles  of  Scotch 
Police  Superannuation.  I  would  reply 
that  the  principles  on  which  the  Scotch 
Superannuation  Bill  are  framed  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Bills  for  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  was  responsible 
in  1883-4-5,  allowance  being  made  for 
application  to  Scotland.  The  Scotch 
Superannuation  Bill  is  in  course  of 
preparation,  and  is  only  slightly  different 
from  the  English  Bill.  The  principle  of 
superannuation  is  the  same  in  both 
countries.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  referred  in  strong  language  to  the 
absence  of  the  Lord  Advocate.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  stated  why  the 
L6Td  Advocate  is  absent  ["No,  no." 
Yes,  I  think  he  has.  I  take  the  fall  ani 
entire  responsibility  for  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate's absence. 

Sir  G.  TREVELYAN:  What  is  the 
cause? 

•Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  There  are 
occasions  when  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
men opposite  are  not  in  their  places ;  and 
although  I  admit  it  is  the  duty  of  Mem- 
bers of  the  Gfovernment  to  be  present 
whenever  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
require  it,  there  are  oooaaions  which  are 
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of  importanoe  to  their  position  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Bar  when  their  absence  is 
excusable.  There  are  Members  of  the 
House  who  are  aware  of  the  sacrifices 
which  a  Lord  Adyocate  has  to  make  in 
order  to  be  present  in  the  House ;  and  I 
am  sure  I  am  speaking  to  hon.  Grentle- 
men  who  are  not  without  sympathy  for 
the  ability  of  the  Lord  Advocate  in  this 
House,  and  will  not  desire  to  comment 
harshly  upon  a  temporary  absence.  The 
Government  are  represented  by  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Scotland,  and  what 
we  ask  for  now  is  merely  an  admission 
of  the  principle  of  superannuation  in 
Scotland.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  principle  .of  superannuation  was 
recognised  as  regards  England  before  the 
English  Bill  was  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members.  Surely  the  Committee  do  not 
desire  to  negative  the  principle  of 
superannuation  for  the  Scotch  police? 
The  Bill  to  give  effect  to  that  principle 
will  have  to  bo  considered  on  Second 
Beading,  in  Committee,  and  in  the 
House ;  and  hon.  Members  can  then 
deal  with  its  details.  The  question  the 
Committee  are  now  considering  is 
whether  we  shall  not  accept  the  prin- 
ciple of  superannuation  for  the  police  of 
Scotland  as  well  as  for  England. 

(10.40.)  Sib  G.  TBBVELYAN: 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
leader  of  the  House  appealed  to  me  as 
being  in  some  manner  bound  to  extend 
a  special  indulgence  to  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate. Well,  I  will  tell  him  how  I  look 
on  it.  There  was  a  time — ^three  or  four 
years  ago — when  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land sat  in  this  House.  I  was  present 
during  the  disoussion  on  the  Crofters 
Bill,  which  was  a  measure  (dealing  as  it 
.  did  with  several  counties)  quite  as  im- 
portant as  the  question  of  the  super- 
annnation  of  the  police,  and  at  the  side 
of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  were  both 
the  Lord  Advocate  and  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland,  who  acted  as  his 
advisers.  Now  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land is  in  the  other  House,  and  the  Lord 
Advocate  is  more  than  an  adviser — ^he  is 
virtually  the  Administrator  of  Scotland. 
The  Lord  Advocate  gets  a  magnificent 
salary,  and  the  idea  that  gentlemen  of  the 
Long  Bobe  are  justified  in  postponing 
public  to  private  interests  is  one  I  do 
not  share.  Any  gentleman  of  the  Long 
Bobe  who  has  public  duties  to  perform, 
Mr,  W.  H.  Smith 


and  at  the  same  time  private  interests  to 
serve,  should  make  those  public  duties 
and  private  interests  coincide  with  some 
propriety.  This  is  the  first  piece  of  im- 
portant, practical  Scotch  business  of  the 
Session,  and  the  First  Lord  not  only  asks 
the  Committee  to  accept  the  absence  of 
the  Lord  Advocate,  but  to  pass  in  an 
hour  without  any  discussion  on  tiie 
merits  what  is,  in  huct,  the  Second 
Beading  of  a  most  important  KIL 
What  is  the  state  of  police  supeiannnv 
tion  in  Scotland)  I  do  not  h^pen  to 
have  before  me  the  Betum  issued  the 
other  day,  but  I  know  the  essence  of  it 
very  well,  and  I  know  there  is  only  one 
burgh  in  Scotland  where  there  is  • 
regular  system  of  police  superannuation 
— namely,  Greenock,  and  the  17  polioe- 
men  superannuated  there  are  practi- 
cally the  whole  of  the  superannuated 
police  in  Scotland.  Besides  this  a  few 
allowances  are  given  by  the  Town  Coun- 
cil of  Glasgow.  Superannnaticm  doea 
not  exist,  practically  speaking,  in  Soot- 
land  at  tlus  moment.  I  do  not  saj 
whether  it  is  right  or  wrong ;  but  I  do 
say  that  to  set  up  a  system  of  super* 
annuation  in  Scotland  is  equivalent  to 
passing  the  Second  Beading  of  a  most 
important  Bill,  and  that  Bill  is  not 
before  the  Committee.  We  are  told  by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  we 
are  to  gather  what  is  proposed  for  Soot- 
land  from  Bills  which  were  introdnoed, 
but  which  did  not  pass,  years  ago — when 
half  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  now  in 
Parliament  were  not  Members  of  thi» 
House.  That  is  impossible.  It  is  too 
great'  a  task  to  put  upon  any  Parlia- 
ment which  is  of  human  birth.  What 
would  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasniy 
say  if  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiral^ 
were  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  were  absent, 
and  the  most  important  Naval  FiBtimatw 
had  to  be  moved  by  the  Civil  Lord  J 

(10.44.) Mb.  a.  ELLIOT  (Roxburgh): 
I  doubt  very  much  whether  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  the  Member  for  Derl^, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  spoken,  were  quite  serious  in  the 
reasons  they  gave  in  asking  for  a  post- 
ponement. They  seem  to  think  it 
palatable  to  Scotchmen  that  they  should 
rebuke  the  Lord  Advocate  and  insult  the 
Scotch  Solicitor  General  who  takes  his 
place  and  endeavours  to  discharge  the 
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duty  of  represenidng  Scotland  in  his 
ftbeence.  l^ia  pretence  on  the  pturt  of 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  is  most 
patent.  If  they  aimplj  wish  to  caase 
delaj  let  them  get  up  and  say  so.  That 
pretence  is  really  too  absurd.  It,is  inctun- 
bentontheright  hon.  Member  for  Bridge- 
ton  to  show,  what  he  has  entirely  failed  in 
showing,  that  if  the  Lord  Advocate  had 
been  present  he  could  have  given  one 
single  reason  or  advanced  any  argument 
which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Solicitor  (General  to  do.  We  all  know 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  is  not  only  an 
able  man,  but  that  he  attends  strictily  to 
his  duties  and  works  hard  at  his  busi- 
ness. It  is  the  merest  nonsense  to 
suggest  that  the  Committee  are  not  in  a 
position  to  proceed  with  this  clause.  I 
resent  the  pretensions  of  Members  who 
make  occasional  visits  to  Scotland  for 
electioneering  purposes  that  they  know 
anything  about  the  sentiments  of  the 
great  masses  of  the  Scottish  people. 
Above  all  things  the  Scottish  people  like 
their  business  to  be  done  well  and  efEec- 
toally.  If  the  Committee  are  going  to 
reject  the  scheme  let  them  do  so ;  but  do 
not  let  them  make  a  pretence,  which  no 
one  believes  to  be  genuine,  that  the 
Committee  is  not  competent  to  deal  with 
the  matter. 

(10.60.)  Db.  CAMERON  (Qla^ow, 
College)  :  The  Scotch  Members  have  the 
reputation  of  being  a  practical  set  of 
men,  and  I  wonder  it  did  not  occur  to 
some  of  them  to  take  note  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  Solicitor  General  for  Soot- 
land  that  we  should  look  at  the  pro- 
visions of  the  English  Bill  as  an  itadica- 
tion  of  the  intentions  of  the  Ck)vemment 
as  to  superannuation.  I  procured  a  copy 
of  the  Bill  to  see  what  enlightenment  it 
would  afford,  and  here  I  would  say  that 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  jast  sat  down, 
and  who  spoke  with  an  eloquence  which 
drew  forth  the  cheers  of  the  Ministerial- 
ists, did  not  seem  to  know  what  he  was 
talking  about.  He  accuses  us  of  ob- 
structing the  business  of  ParUament  on 
what  he  caUs  a  mere  "  pretence."  Bat 
what  is  the  plea  on  which  we  are  recom- 
mending that  this  particular  business 
should  be  postponed  ?  I  venture  to  say 
that  if  hon.  Members  will  listen  to  what 
it  is,  they  will  no  longer  be  inoUned  to 
cheer  such  observations  as  those  which 
fell    from    the    hon.    Member.       The 


hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen  has 
pointed  out  that  practically  there 
is  no  superannuation  in  Scotland. 
We  have  come  to  a  sub-section  of  Clause 
2,  by  which  £40,000  is  to  be  applied  for 
the  purpose  of  p>olice  superannuation  in 
Scotland.  It  is  pointed  out  by  the  Mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter)  that 
there  is  no  system  of  police  superannua- 
tion in  Scotland,  while  in  England  there 
is.  The  Scottish  Members  wish  for  an 
explanation  as  to  the  scheme  which  is 
proposed.  Turning  to  Clause  4,  I  find 
there  an  argument  against  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  for  while 
it  is  proposed  that  £150,000  shall  be 
granted  for  the  superannuation  of  the 
police  of  London 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  not  enter  into  the  question  of 
the  merits  of  the  proposal.  The  Question 
before  the  Committee  is  that  of  report- 
ing Progress. 

De.  CAMERON  :  I  am  merely  point- 
ing out  that  while  £150,000  is  proposed 
to  be  granted  for  the  superannuation  of 
the  police  of  London,  only  £40,000  is  to 
be  granted  for  the  purpose  in  Scotland — 
the  population  being  about  equal.  That 
is  a  point  which  I  think  justifies  us  in 
demanding  an  explanation.  What  ex- 
planation have  we  had  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  not  examine  the  merits  of  the 
proposal.  The  Question  before  the  House 
is  one  of  reporting  progress. 

Db.  CAMERON :  We  know  nothing 
about  the  merits  of  the  scheme,  and  that 
is  what  we  want  to  know.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Beard  has 
referred  us  to  the  English  Bill.  I  have 
got  a  COOT,  and  I  will  read  two  clauses  to 
show— [CrtM  of  "  Order!"] 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  again  examining  the  merits.  It 
is  quite  irregular.  I  must  again  ask  him 
to  address  himself  to  the  Question  of 
reporting  Progress. 

Db.  CAMERON :  I  would  submit  that 
the  unsatisfactory  replies  we  have  re- 
ceived are  the  best  possible  reason  why 
we  should  report  Prepress.  I  am  in 
favour  of  the  principle  of  superannuation ; 
but,  as  far  as  I  understand,  the  proposals 
of  the  English  Bill  are  al»oluteIy  im- 
possible of  application  to  Scotland.  The 
Lord  Advocate,  if  he  had  been  present, 
might  have  told  us    something.     The 
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to  Bhow  its  independence  hj  lefns- 
ing  to  proceed  further  at  present 
with  this  Bill.  This  is  the  first  oook- 
sion  during  the  present  Session  that 
Gtovemment  business  dealing  with  Soot- 
land  has  been  before  the  House,  and  yet 
upon  this  occasion  the  Lord  Advocate  for 
Scotland,  the  Member  of  the  Ministiy 
who  is  responsible  for  Scotoh  Goveni- 
ment  botdness,  is  not  present.  I  do  not 
think  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Boxburghshire  (Mr.  A.  Elliot)  was 
altogether  happy  in  his  defence  of  the 
Lord  Advocate's  absence.  [/nferrMptton.] 

Me.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh  N.) : 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  wish  to  draw  your 
attention  to  a  very  serious  matter, 
namely,  the  continual  interruption  ior 
dulged  in  by  hon.  Members  oj^nsite. 

The  chairman  :  Mr.  Buchanan. 


Solicitor  General  knows  nothing  about 
the  matter. 

(10.56.)  Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Bdin- 
butgh,  W.) :  I  shall  certainly  support 
the, Motion  to  report  progress,  and  I  am 
sure  it  will  be  supported  by  a  vast 
majority  of  the  Scottish  Members.  They 
haro  not  before  them,  as  they  have 
a  ng^t  to  have,  the  measure  dealing 
with ;  the  superannuation  to  which  this 
sub-section  applies;  and,  again,  they 
have  not  in  his  place  the  Officer  of  the 
Oovernment  who  could  have  given  them 
information — the  Lord  Advocate.  The 
Goveijiment  cannot  pretend  that  they 
have  not  had  fair  notice.  [^Ministerial 
cries  of  "Divide."]  I  am  perfectly 
determined  to  have  my  say  out.  The 
inarticulate  groaning  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber "for  Dumbartonshire  (Sir  A. 
Orr-Jiwing)  will  have  no  influence 
npon  me.  The  Crovemment  had  fair 
notice  that  Scotch  Members  desired  to 
see  the  Bill  before  dealing  with  this 
claii'se;  and,  while  various  reasons  have 
been  given  for  the  non-introduction  of 
the  Bill,  the  Solicitor  General  for  Scot- 
land is  unable  to  tell  us  anything  about 
it.  Certainly,  the  delay  in  the  'produc- 
tion of  the  Bill  is  not  due  to  overwork  in 
the,  ^cbteh  ofiBoe.  But  it  is  worthy  of 
oomment  among  Scottish  Members,  that 
when  it  is  important  that  a  Bill  of  tiiis 
sort?  should  be  produced  at  an  early 
dat^'  'It  is  continually  promised  but 
never  produced.  I  think  we  should 
ent^r  a  protest  against  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceedihg  Vhioh  has  been  adopted  on 
severkl  occasions — making  one  measure 
depetid  on  the  production  of  another. 
That  occurred  in  the  case  of  the  Inland 
BeVeliiie  Bill  and  in  the  case  of  the 
Contagious  Diseases  (Pleuro-Pneumonia) 
Bill'.  Then  we  have  the  clauses  of 
this  'Bill,  which  are  dependent  npon 
the  '  bltLuses  of  another  Bill  which  is 
not'intnduced.  I  think  the  House  of 
GomHiohs  is  bound — [IrUerruptum] — I 
thifik  the  House  of  Commons  is  bound — 
IFnttriri^stion] — I  think  the  House  of 
OommoaB  is  bound — [Intermption]— 
Dr.  Camtron 


Mb.  BUCHANAN:  I  am  perfectly 
indifferent  to  the  interruption  which  my 
remarks  meet  with  on  that  side. 
What  I  was  saying  was  that  my  hon. 
Friend  was  not  very  successful  in  his 
defence  of  the  Lord  Advocate's  absence 
My  hon.  Friend  said  ihe  Lord  Advocate 
as  everyone  will  acknowledge,  works 
hard  at  his  own  business.  I  would  like 
to  ask  my  hon.  Friend  and  the  House 
what  part  of  his  own  business  it  is  the 
Lord  Advocate  is  working  hard  at  at  the 
present  moment.  We  know  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  is  appearing  in  a  very  impor- 
tant will  suit  before  the  Scotoh  Courts, 
bat  the  question  is — it  affects  all  the  Law 
OfiSoers  of  the  Crown — how  fer  the  Law 
Officers  are  justified  in  allowing  private 
practice  to  interfere  with  their  pabKc 
duties.  To-morrow  the  Police  Vote  is  to 
be  brongh  t  on  for  discussion.  What  would 
be  thought  if  the  Home  Secretary,  who 
is  primarily  responsible  in  the  matter, 
were  not  in  his  place  to  defend  his 
conduct?  In  this  matter  we  are  bound, 
not  only  as  Scotoh  Members  but  as  indi- 
vidual independent  Members  of  tiie 
House  of  Commons,  to  enter  our  emphatic 
protest  against  being  kept  farther  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  Government's  views  is 
r^ard  to  police  superannuation.  A 
gross  insult  has  been  cast  upon  SoOtoh 
Members,  not  so  much  by  the  Lcm^ 
Advocate  as  by  tiie  GoTemment,  wtto, 
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vhen  they  bring  a  small  modicum  of 
Scotch  business  before  the  House,  hare 
not  the  decency  to  see  that  the  Minister 
who  is  responsible  for  its  conduct 
should  be  present. 

(11.6.)  MB.E.ROBERTSON(Dundee): 
I  rise  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  the  Motion,  but  to  suggest  a 
way  out  of  the  difficulty.  I  do  not  see 
much  in  the  objection  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  is  not  here.  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasuiy  has  told  us  that  there 
are  occasions  when  the  Lord  Advocate 
for  Scotland  is  justified  in  being  absent, 
and  that  this  is  one  of  those  occasions' 
I  think  that  explanation  is  more  dis- 
respectfal  to  the  Lord  Advocate  than  it 
is  to  Scotland  or  the  Scotch  Members. 
But  the  man  who  ought  to  be  here  is 
not  the  Lord  Advocate  but  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland.  I  for  one  would  be  pre- 
pared to  go  on  with  the  discussion  of  the 
Bill  with  the  Lord  Advocate  represented 
on  this  occasion  by  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral for  Scotland,  who,  as  far  as  I  know, 
is  just  as  competent  and  as  well  entitled 
to  the  respect  of  the  House  as  the  Lord 
Advocate.  But  there  is  one  condition  to 
my  assent,  and  that  touches  the  second 
ground  on  which  the  Motion  to  report 
Prepress  is  based.  We  do  not  know  the 
meaning  of  the  sub-section  we  are  called 
upon  to  debate.  In  putting  this  sub- 
section in  its  present  form  the  Govern- 
ment are  sinning  against  the  positive 
warning  they  received  a  week  ago  in 
respect  to  a  similar  sub-section  to  the 
English  clause.  We  protested  against 
discussing  a  sub-section  which  did  not 
explain  its  own  meaning,  and  which 
could  only  be  explained  by  reference  to 
a  Bill  which,  as  far  as  we  know,  is  not  in 
existence.  The  Solicitor  General  for 
Sooiland  has  admitted  he  knows  the 
contents  of  that  Bill.  I  will  not  vote 
for  this  Motion  if  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Scotland  will,  after  the  Motion  is 
withdrawn,  get  up  in  his  place  and  state 
what  the  contents  of  the  Bill  for  the 
superannuation  of  the  police  in  Scotland 
are.  But  if  the  Solicitor  General 
stcnds  upon  his  silence  or  sits  upon  his 
silence^  and  refuses  to  give  the  House 
the  kjK>wledge  which  is  essential  to  the 
discussion    of  this  sub-section,   then  I 


shall  have  no  alternative  but  to  go 
into  the  Lobby  in  support  of  the  Motion 
to  report  Progress. 

*(11.10.)  Me.  SEYMOUR  KEAY 
(who  was  received  with  cries  of 
"Divide!"):  I  will  not  detain  the 
Committee  more  than  one  moment 
after  this  uproar  has  ceased.  I  merely 
rose  to  support  the  Motion  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  some  reply 
to  the  pointed  question  I  put  to  him 
during  my  speech  at  the  dinner  hour. 

The  CHAraMAN:  That  speech  I 
understood  to  refer  to  licensing. 

•Mr.  SEYMOUR  KEAY  :  H  I  am  not 
in  order  I  will  sit  down  at  once.  My 
impression  was  that  on  a  Motion  to 
report  Progress  a  Member  might  elicit 
from  a  Minister  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment some  reply  to  an  important 
question  asked  in  a  speech  which  had 
been  made.  If  that  is  not  so  I  must  take 
another  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  reply. 

(11.12.)  De.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid): 
I  must  confess  some  astonishment  at  the 
extraordinary  attitude  of  hon.  Members 
opposite.  I  suppose  that  after  the  races 
they  want  a  little  fun,  but  Scotch  Mem- 
bers are  entitled  to  insist  that  business 
shall  be  conducted  in  a  manner  beneficial 
to  the  nation  they  repr^ent  The  Lord 
Advocate  is  absent,  but  there  is  another 
Member  of  the  Government  who  might 
conveniently  be  present- 

An  hon.  Member  :  Will  you  kindly 
speak  up  1 

De.  tanner  :  I  am  afraid  the  hon. 
Member's  hearing  is  as  obtuse  as  his 
intellect.  I  should  have  thought  that 
upon  an  occasion  like,  the  present, 
especially  when  the  Lord  Advocate  is 
absent,  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
might  have  been  in  his  place.  I  regret 
extremely  that  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland  does  not  consider  it  part  of  his 
duty  to  remtun  in  the  '  House,  sm.d 
aeoordingly  I  shall  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  support  the  Motion  to  report 
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progress.  It  ia  obvions  to  the  mind  of 
the  meanest,  the  most  ordinary  observer 
— (Cries  of  "  Hear,  hear  ! ")— -of  coarse, 
if  the  cap  fits  I  do  not  object.  Seeing 
the  jaded  condition  of  the  Treaanry 
Bench  I  think  it  woald  be  well  to  report 
Progress  and  proceed  with  other  business 
of  benefit  to  the  country.  There  is  the 
Barracks  Bill  upon  the  Paper.  We  are 
assured  that  is  an  important  Bill.  I 
suppose  I  should  be  out  of  order  in 
discussing  that  Bill,  and  I  always  strive 
to  keep  in  order,  but 

Mr.  LiMBEBT  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put" 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Questioit  be 
now  put." 

(11.20.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  274;  Noes  221.— (Div.  List,  No. 
149.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "That  the 
Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again." 

(11.30.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  230 ;  Noes  273.— (Div.  List,  No. 
160.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  Sub- 
section (i.)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

(11.49.)  Db.  CAMERON:  This,  Sir,  is 
a  very  unfortunate  matter.  The  question 
of  police  superannuation,  whatever  view 
we  may  entertain  about  its  merits,  is  one 
on  which  there  is  very  strong  feeling  one 
way  or  the  other.  It  is  a  matter  on  which 
I  think  hon.  Members  will  be  called  upon 
by  their  constituents  to  justify  the  vote 
they  have  given,  and  I  would  ask 
whether  it  is  proper  that  at  this  hour  of 
the  night  we  should  start  discussing  it 
There  has  been  practically  no  discussion 
whatever  upon  the  merits  of  the  pro- 
posal. The  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen 
(Mr.  Hunter)  moved  the  rejection  of  the 
sub-section,  and  he  was  followed  by  my 
right  hon.  IfViend  the  Member  for  Stirling 
Burghs  (Mr.  Campbell  -  Bannerman). 
These  were  the  only  two  gentlemen  who 
discussed  the  merits  of  the  proposal. 
They  were  followed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  (i.  Campbell),  who 
moved  to  report  Progress.  I  would 
Dr.  Tanner 


point  out  that  if  we  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  now,  we  shall 
have  the  discussion  on  the  Vote  for  the 
Police  before  it  can  come  on  again.  On 
the  smallest  sign  that  the  Government 
assent  to  this  course  I  will  sit  down.  Ai 
we  cinnot  have  the  Motion  for  Progress 
twice  in  succession,  I  move  that  yon  now 
leave  the  Chair. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." — (Dr.  Cameron.) 

(11.51.)  Db.  TANNER:  I  was 
Closured  when  I  supported  the  Motion 
for  reporting  Progress,  and,  accordingly, 
I  understand  that  the  proper  Motion  now 
isthatyou,Sir,  do  leave  the  Chair.  I  regret 
extremely  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  in  such  a  ridiculous  position, 
and  I  sympathise  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  speaking  to  the  question. 

Db.  TANNER:  I  really  regret  if  I 
have  in  any  way  transgressed ;  but  having 
been  Closured  just  now  on  the  Motion 
to  report  Progress,  I  felt  bound  to 
vindicate  my  position,  and  to  show  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  in  the 
wrong,  whereas  I  was  in  the  right. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  Sub- 
section (1)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

*(11.54.)  Me.  RITCHIE:  Of  course, 
it  would  be  perfectly  useless  for  the 
Government  to  press  forward  with  the 
Bill  during  the  time  that  is  still  at  their 
disposal ;  but  I  wish  to  take  notice  of 
some  remarks  that  fell  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  College  Division  (Dr. 
Cameron).  -  He  says  that  there  has  been 
no  discussion  on  this  clause.  Why  has 
there  been  no  discussion  t  Because  the 
time  of  the  Committee  has  been  de- 
liberately wasted. 

Mb.  a.  SUTHERLAND  (Sutherland): 
I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  justified  in  saying  of  any  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  that  they  had  de- 
Uberately  wasted  the  time  of  tiie 
Committee. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  not  out  of  order. 
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business,  I  hear,  is  the  Procedure  Order 
for  carrying  over  Bills. 

Me.  GOSGHEN  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ask  a  qnestion  of  the  leader 
of  the  House  to-morrow  ? 

Mk.  J.  MORLEY :  I  reaUy  think  we 
have  a  right  to  know. 

Mb.  GOSGHEN' :  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  repeat  the  qaestion  on 
tho  Motion  for  the  Adjournment  of  the 
House  I  will  attempt  to  give  an  answer. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  What  day  is  the 
Bill  going  to  be  put  down  fort 
•Mb.  RITCHIE:  Monday. 


*Mb.  RITCHIE:  The  question  was 
spoken  to  by  the  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  rejection  of  the  clause,  and  by 
other  hon.  Members.  [Opposition  cries 
o/""  Withdraw!"] 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  entitled  to  uninterrupted 
speech. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE  :  Then  the  Debate  was 
interrupted  by  the  Motion  to  report  Pro- 
gress, moved  because  of  the  absence  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Lord  Advocate. 
The  Committee  were  aware  that  one 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  Scotland  was 
in  his  place  perfectly  prepared  to 
defend  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 
It  was  alleged,  also,  that  the  Bill 
was  not  produced,  though  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  and  I  myself  stated 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  with 
reference  to  police  superannuation  in 
Scotland  were  precisely  the  same  as  the 
provisions  of  the  BOl  relating  to  Eng- 
land. So  far  from  there  not  being  a 
Minister  here  in  charge  of  Scotch 
business,  and  so  far  from  the  Committee 
not  being  in  full  possession  of  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Gtevemment [Opposition 

cries  of  "  Question  ! "] 

Mb.  E.  ROBERTSON':  I  b^  to  ask 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  in 
order  in  discussing  the  merits  of  a 
Motion  which  has  already  been  decided 
by  the  Committee  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  certainly  not  strictly  in 
order,  but  he  is  replying  to  the  observa- 
tions which  I  think  he  is  entitled  to 
reply  to. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE  :  I  shall  not  trespass 
farther  on  the  time  of  the  House.  I 
maintain  that  the  allegations  I  made 
at  the  commencement  of  my  remarks 
are  fully  justified. 

(11.59.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford, 
N.) :  This  experience  will  be  a  lesson  to 
us  not  to  allow  any  other  clause  of  the 
Bin  to  be  taken,  as  we  allowed  the  1st 

(dause  practically  without  any  discussion. 
I 
It  being  midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the   Chair  to    make   his  report  to  the 
House. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  (Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne)  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  what  business 
it  is  intended  to  take  on  Monday !    The 


Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING    ACTS    AMEND- 
MENT (SCOTLAND)  BILL.— (No.  239.) 

Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

PHARMACY     ACT      (IRELAND)     (1875) 
AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  241.) 
comnTTEB. 
(12.7.)    Order  for  Committee  read. 
Db.  tanner  :  I  object. 
Mb.  JOHNSTON  (Bel&st,  S.)  :  I  hope 
the    hon.    Member  will  not  press   his 
objection. 

Db.  TANNER:  I  object.  I  must  do 
so,  for  the  simple  reason  that  a  great 
many  objections  have  been  rtiised  to  the 
Bill.  I  think  the  hon.  Member  in 
charge  of  it  would  do  wisely  to  get  It 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

(12.8.)  Mb.  SEXTON  :  I  hope  my 
hon.  Friend  will  allow  this  Bill  to  proceed. 
There  are  about  3,000  persons  in  Ire- 
land interested  in  the  trade.  The  matter 
has  been  the  subject  of  negotiations  be- 
tween 'the  bodies  interested,  and  the 
questions  of  difference  have  been  fined 
down  to  a  very  small  point ;  while  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North  Long- 
ford has  agreed  to  postpone  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  his  name.  I  hope  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Cork 
will  not  make  himself  the  sole  opponent 
in  this  House  of  a  very  useful  Bill. 

(12.9.)  De.  tanner  :  I  have  heard 
from  so  many  medical  gentlemen  in 
Ireland  specific  objections  to  this  Bill 
that  it  is  solely  on  that  ground  I  object. 
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I  would  with  the  greatest  possible 
pleasure  allow  the  Bill  to  go  through  if 
I  could  conscientionslj  do  so,  but  I  must 
really  object  on  the  present  occasion. 

(12.10.)  Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  would 
suggest  to  the  hon.  Member  that  hia 
Amendments  could  be  brought  up  on 
the  Report  stage. 

Dr.  TANl^B :  I  must  object. 
Committee  deferred  till  to*morrow. 
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would  allow  these  Amendments  first  to 
be  carried. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  think  the  Bill 
had  better  proceed.  The  Gorernment 
undertake  to  re-commit  it  if  necessary  ? 

Mb.  madden  :  Certainly. 

Mr.  CHANCE :  I  trust  the  Govera. 
ment  will  re-print  the  Bill. 

Me.  madden  :  Yes. 


POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)  RATING  BILL. 
(No.  149.) 

couurrrEi. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

(12.15.)  Me.  SEXTON:  I  object  to 
this  Bill  not  because  of  its  proposals,  but 
because  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
drafted.  Still,  with  this  protest  the  Bill 
may  proceed. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  2, 

Mb.  sexton  :  It  appears  to  me  that 
this  clause,  as  amended,  is  not  sense. 
Surely  it  is  intended  to  combine  Clauses 
2  and  3. 

(12.16.)  Me.  MADDEN:  I  would 
suggest  to  the  hon.  Member  to  allow  the 
BiU  to  pass  ;  it  can  be  re-committed  if 
necessary.  In  the  Bill,  Clauses  2  and  3 
will  become  Clause  2. 

Mb.  sexton  :  The  difficulty  is  that 
the  Amendments  apply  to  separate 
clauses. 

(12.17.)  Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I 
cannot  see  why  a  proposal  to  rate  a 
house  according  to  the  time  it  is  occapied 
should  have  to  be  assented  to  by  the 
Irish  Local  Government  Board.  Surely 
that  ought  not  to  be  insisted  on  ? 

Mb.  MADDEN:  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  will  put  an  Amendment 
on  the  Paper,  I  shaU  be  happy  to  con- 
sider it  before  the  Report. 

De.  tanner  :  As  the  Amendments 
make  this  measure  so  intricate,  I  move 
that  we  report  Progress. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  It  would  greatly 
focilitate  Progress  if  the  hon.  Member 
Dr.  Tanner 


Bill  reported;  as 
printed  [Bill  350]; 
Monday  next. 


amended,   to 
le-oommitted 


be 


INTOZICATINO     LIQUORS    (IREIANS) 
BILL.-(No.  7.) 

COlOaTTEJS. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
« That  this  House  will,  upon  Wednes- 
day 2nd  July,  again  resolve  itself  into 
the  said  Committee." — (J/j*.  Lea.) 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  object.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  think  the  Bill 
must  be  set  down  for  this  day  (Friday). 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  No ;  July  2. 

Objection  having  been  taken,  Mr. 
Speaegb  ascertained  by  the  preponderanoe 
of  voices  that  the  House  was  in  fsTonr 
of  Wednesday,  2nd  July. 

Committee  deferred  till  Wednead^ 
2nd  July. 

TENANTS'  COMPENSATION  BILL.- 

(No.  259.) 
Bill  read  a   second  time,   and  com- 
mitted for  Monday  next. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  BILL. 

The  Select  Committee  on  the  Infant  Life 
Protection  Bill  was  nominated  of :— Mr. 
BarUey,  Hr.  William  Corbet,  Lord  Fnneii 
Herrey,  Mr.  John  Kelly,  Mr.  Knowlea,  Mr. 
William  Lawrence,  Mr.  Walter  M'Ureo, 
Mr.  Storey-Maakcdyne,  Hr.  Mather,  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  Mr. 
Powell,  Mr.  Parker  Smith,  Mr.  Francis  Stereo- 
son,  Mr.  John  Wilson,  Mr.  Woodall,  and  Mr. 
Stuart-Wortley. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  t» 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  qoorom.— (Jfr. 
Stuart-Vorflty.) 

House  adjoiinied  at  halt  after 
Twelve  o'ckiok. 
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FLASHrNO     flIQNALS  —  ADMIBAL 

OOLOMB'S    INVENTION. 

qUESnOK — OBSEEVATIONS. 

•LOED  ELPHINSTONE:  Before  the 
noble  and  gallemt  Lord  puts- his  question 
vhether  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
now  in  a  position  to  state  what  reward 
they  propose  to  g^re  to  Admiral  Colomb 
for  his  invention  of  flashing  signals,  I 
hope  I  shall  not  put  him  to  any  incon- 
venience if  I  ask  him  to  postpone  it. 
The  &ct  is,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
f^ve  him  an  answer,  for  the  matter  has 
been  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Admiralty 
for  a  considerable  time  now,  and  is  before 
the  Treasury.  My  noble  Friend,  how- 
ever, must  not  imagine  from  that  that 
the  matter  is  in  any  way  hung  up  or  has 
found  its  way  into  the  proverbial  pigeon 
hole,  because  it  is  only  a  few  days  ago  since 
we  received  a  letter  at  the  Admiralty 
from  the  Treasury  asking  for  further 
particulars  in  the  matter.  If  he  will 
postpone  his  question  until  next  week,  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  give  him  an  answer. 

•Lord  STJDELET:  My  Lords,  I  am 
very  happy  to  put  off  the  question,  but 
I  sincerely  trust  we  shall  soon  receive  an 
answer  as  to  when  this  matter  is  likely 
to  be  settled.  It  has  been  pending  now 
for  several  years,  and  it  certainly  seems  a 
long  time  to  have  the  matter  hung  up. 

COST  OF  PUBLIC  EDUCATION. 
•LoBD  NORTON :  My  Lords,  the  ob- 
ject I  have  in  moving  for  the  Return  of 
which  I  have  given  notice  is  simply 
that  the  public  at  large  may  be  made 
aware  of  the  amount  of  the  Treasury 
Votes  made  yearly  for  public  national 
education,  \rholly  irrespective  of  the 
charge  on  local  rates,  voluntary  contri- 
butions, endowment,  fees,  and  any  other 
private  sources.  I  hear  many  men  boast 
that  this  country  is  so  magnificent  in 
support  of  education  that  it  votes 
£5,000,000  a  year  for  the  purpose;  but  I 
suppose,  when  this  Return  is  made, 
which  adds  to  the  Public  Education 
Votes  those  for  the  Science  and  Art 
Department,  the  Reformatoiy  and  In- 
dustrial Schools,  English,  Scotch,  Welsh, 
VOL.  CCCXLV.       [thikd  series.] 
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and  Irish  Colleges,  Military  and  Naval 
Colleges,  Academies  and  schools,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  £5,000,000  will 
be  increased  to  £10,000,000,  at  least, 
from  the  Treasury  alone  ;  and  if  to  that 
were  added  the  voluntary  contributions, 
endowments,  and  other  private  contribu- 
tions, I  fancy  the  actual  expenditure  of 
this  country  for  national  education 
would  be  very  little  short  of  £20,000,000 
a  year.  I  do  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
grudge  that  sum.  I  thiok,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  £20,000,000  a  year  spent  in 
such  an  object  of  first-rate  national  im- 
portance would  be  -well-spent — that  is,  if 
it  were  well-spent.  Bat  that,  I  think,  is 
not  the  case.  What  I  want  to  call  your 
Lordships'  attention  to  is  whether  it  is 
not  very  ill-spent,  very  wastefully  spent, 
a  great  deal  of  the  money  going  for. 
things  which  might  be  very  much  better 
done  otherwise.  Now,  the  Resolution 
suggests  that  all  the  education  which  is 
above  what  may  be  called  elementary, 
ought  to  be  defrayed  by  parents  who  are 
both  able  and  willing  to  defray  the 
expense  of  the  education  of  their 
children.  Elementary  education  being 
the  proposed  object  of  these  Treasury 
Votes  and  the  only  education  wanted  by 
all  the  nation,  higher  kinds  of  instruc- 
tion in  science  and  art  should  be  paid 
for  entirely  from  private  resources,  en- 
dowments, and  fees  paid  on  the  actual 
receipt  of  the  tuition.  The  only  contribu- 
tions from  the  Treasury  should  be  by  way 
of  exhibitions  and  scholarships  for  poor' 
children  who  show  both  the  capacity 
and  the  desire  for  that  higher  education, 
and  who  should,  in  that  way,  have  per- 
fectly free  access  to  the  higher  schools. 
I  do  not  wish  at  this  moment  to  refer  to 
the  elementary  education  given  in  rural 
districts  at  all.  That,  in  fact,  cannot 
be  said  properly  to  comprise  higher 
education.  In  none  of  our  rural  dis- 
tricts do  the  elementary  schools  go  into 
specific  subjects,  and  very  few  of  the 
children  va.  those  schools  reach  the 
Seventh  Standikrd.  I  will  eay  a  word 
about  that  afterwards.  What  I  wish  to 
refer  to  now  is  higher  education.  As  . 
to  the  elementary  education  in  rural 
districts,  I  still  maintain  that  that  should 
in  all  cases,  except  in  cases  of  absolute 
poverty,  be  partly,  at  all  events,  sup- 
ported by  fees.  In  rural  districts  they 
do  not  attempt  specific  subjects,  yet  for 
them  the  higher  grants  are  given,  while 
3  G 
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properly  higher  fees  shonld  be  paid, 
becanse  for  richer  children.  Mr.  Forster 
expressed  his  intention  that  such  snb- 
jects,  being  tanght  to  those  more  able 
to  pay  for  them,  shonld  not  be  aided 
by  grants  at  all ;  and  in  that  view 
ho  adopted  the  9d.  fee,  at  the  top  of  a 
soale  of  payment  from  Id.  weekly. 
The  cry  for  free  education  is  already, 
I  am  glad  to  see,  pretty  well  seen  through 
and  is  subsiding.  ["No."]  The  noble 
Marquess  dissents  as  to  the  fact, 
bat  I  can  only  say  that  some  of  its 
principal  advocates  have  confessed  to  me 
that  it  is  subsiding.  The  fact  is,  that 
freedom  is  seen  to  mean  all  being  alike 
taxed,  whether  they  use  the  schools  or  not 
That  is,  I  think,  a  very  curious  sort  of  free 
education.  The  extoa  Id.  or  2d.  which 
s  well-to-do  labourer  or  artisan  pays 
towards  the  education  of  his  children  in 
these  schools  is  seen  not  only  to  be  just, 
but  most  valuable  in  order  that  parents 
may  have  some  notion  that  they  are  con- 
tributing at  least  towards  their  children's 
education,  and  that  they  are  not  wholly 
quartered  upon  .the  country.  The  argu- 
ment that  when  attendance  in  the  schools 
is  made  compulsory  by  the'State,  the  State 
should  pay  the  entire  cost  of  it  is  now 
laughed  at.  Is  the  State  to  defray  the 
cost  of  whatever  it  compels  to  be  done  ? 
TaJ^e  the  case  of  removal  of  nuisances, 
and  children  brought  up  in  neglect 
are  the  greatest  of  public  nuisances.  I 
am  led  by  the  cheer  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess to  say  that  I  think  the  assistance 
which  the  country  is  expecting  from 
him  next  year  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  what  is  called  free  education. 
But,  my  Lords,  we  must  recollect  what 
elementary  education  is.  It  is  not  mere 
instruction,  elementary  or  higher,  but  it 
includes  the  religions,  moral,  [and  intel- 
lectual training  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
children  of  the  people  in  whatever  posi- 
tion they  may  afterwards  have  to  live. 
My  Resolution  does  not  refer  to  the 
elementoiy  education  in  rural  districte ; 
it  refers  to  science  and  art.  It  does 
not  seek  to  interfere  with  that  early 
teaching  and  training  which  is  wanted 
by  the  whole  nation  —  that  is,  the 
elementary  education  for  all ;  but  it  ap- 
plies to  tlukt  instruction  which  is  wanted 
by  those  who  are  going  into  skilled  em- 
ploymente ;  and  what  I  want  to  call  your 
Lordships'  attention  to  is  the  question 
whether  that  scientific  and  technical  in- 
Lord  If^orton 


struction  ought  to  be  charged  upon  pnUie 
taxation  in  all  cases  wheUier  such  aid  is 
necessary  or  not.  We  must  bear  in  mincl 
that  many  towns  in  this  country  are  sup- 
plied with  sufficient  and  efficient  meana 
of  tuition  of  that  kind  bora  private 
resources,  and  from  the  fees  of  those 
able  and  willing  to  pay  for  it ;  and  the 
means  for  providing  this  higher  educa- 
tion often  come  from  endowments  which 
are  as  much  private  contributions, 
as  if  their  founders  were  still  alive. 
Should  anything  more  be  contributed  to 
that  by  the  people  at  laig^  than  scholar- 
ships for  children,  fit  and  wanting  to 
use  it,  whose  parents  are  unable  to  pay 
for  it  ?  The  Commissioners  of  1868  pro- 
posed to  develop,  and  adapt  in  three 
grades  to  the  various  localities  in  the 
country,  such  endowed  or  private  middle 
schools.  They  calculated  that,  with 
very  moderate  endowmente  (and  the 
third  grade  without  any  endowment), 
the  very  best  quality  of  this  science 
teaching,  would  require  fees  from  £3- 
to  jC6  a  year.  I  have  a  letter  here 
showing  that  that  calculation  is  cor- 
rect. The  United  Westminster  School 
of  850  boys  at  this  moment  ex- 
emplifies the  highest  development  of 
the  third  grade  of  Board  School  at  a 
total  cost  of  £7  a  head  per  annum. 
In  the  Cowper  Street  School,  with  1,000 
boys,  the  total  cost  is  £6  per  annum. 
The  writer  says  that  if  the  education  i» 
to  be  really  good,  and  to  comprise  proper 
science  teaching,  perhaps  it  can  baidly 
be  done  in  London  for  less  than  £6  per 
head ;  but  in  country  towns  such  schook 
would  cost  less,  say  £5,  and  for  girls 
the  charge  would  be  less  than  for  boys, 
say  £3.  With  all  such  schemes  are 
combined  free  scholarships  for  poor, 
clever,  children  winning  them.  Hie 
parents  who  want  to  send  children  to 
these  middle-class  schools  mainly  consist 
of  two  classes.  That  fact  should  be 
borne  in  mind,  in  reg^ard  to  the  children 
generally  wanting  this  secondary  instmo- 
tion  beyond  the  elementary  training. 
The  Commissioners  of  1868  described 
ono  class,  the  poorer  of  these  middle- 
class  parents,  as  journeymen,  mtmagers 
of  works,  clerks,  and  petty  tradesmen ; 
and  the  richer  as  larger  manufacturers 
and  professional  men.  It  was  proposed 
by  the  Commissioners  that  the  graded 
middle  schools  should  be  in  two  divisions, 
in  order  to  accommodate  that  difference 
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of  wealth  and  station,  those  two  divisions 
being  the  osnal  commercial  and  classical 
sides.  TTofortanately,  the  re-distribution 
of  existing  endowtnents  involved  in  the 
Commissioners'  recommendations,  owing 
to  the  shifting  of  the  population  from 
the  agricultural  to  tlie  manufacturing 
localities,  was  so  resisted  as  to  frustrate 
tiieir  proposal.  Otherwise,  I  have 
myself  no  doubt  that  new  endowments 
would  have  sprung  up  to  meet  the  full 
requirements  of  the  casa.  But  persons 
were  checked  in  providing  such  endow- 
ments, because  what  are  called  higher 
Board  aehools  were  allowed  to  spring  up 
in  various  towns  throughout  the  country, 
not  only  where  middle  schools  were 
wanted,  but  in  some  instances  in  abso- 
lute competition  with  endowed  and 
private  middle  schools  which  were 
sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  efficiently 
doing  their  work.  Government  Board 
schools  have  been  allowed  to  under- 
take this  advanced  tuition,  checking 
and  even  competing  with  private  supply, 
at  an  almost  unUmited  and  wasteful 
expenditure  to  the  public,  on  what  was 
so  much  better  provided  for.  Only 
yesterday  I  was  presenting  prizes  at 
a  first-rate  g^mmar  school  at  Chester- 
field, and  I  found  that  the  numbers 
there  wore  kept  down  very  much  owing 
to  a  Board  school  giving  precisely 
the  same  education — it  might  not  have 
been  really  as  good,  but  thought  good 
enough  by  rich  manufacturers,  who  were 
tempted  to  send  their  children  there 
because  they  could  get  by  aid  of  rates 
this  education  for  9d.  a  week,  instead 
of  jB8  or  £9  a  year.  They  were  thus,  by 
the  rivalry  of  the  Board  school,  starving 
their  own  grammar  school.  I  suppose 
no  one  would  dispute  that  parents  of 
private  means  providing  equally  good  re- 
quisite education  for  tlieir  own  children 
is  infinitely,  preferable  both  for  the  free 
and  independent  spirit  of  this  country, 
and  forthe  unfetteredandunofficial  train- 
ing of  children,  than  an  eleemosynary 
and  Government  system.  I  think  it  will 
be  admitted  that  an  independent  system 
of  education  is  infinitely  superior  for  the 
nation  to  any  Government  plan.  Another 
great  foult  of  the  higher  Board  schools  in 
towns  is  that  not  only  do  they  compete 
with  the  endowed  schools,  but  they  are 
also  in  mischievous  competition  with  the 
elementary  Board  schools,  because,  pre- 
tending to  give  higher  instruction,  they 


begin  at  the  bottom  like  the  others,  and 
80  become  practically  only  aristocratic  edi- 
tions of  the  same  school  used  by  the  aris- 
tocracy of  the  towns,  paying  9d.  a  week 
to  have  their  children  educated  free  from 
contact  with  the  dirty  2d.  children  for 
whom  the  public  educntion  was  primarily 
intended.  Two  amendments  in  our 
practice  seem  to  me  to  be  called  for  to 
meet  these  faults — first,  that  wherever 
there  are  endowed  or  private  schools, 
sufficient  and  efficient  for  the  purpose,  in 
any  town,  the  Department  should  not 
sanction  the  establishment  and  competi- 
tion of  higher  Boai-d  schools  at  the 
public  charge.  That  is  my  first  proposi- 
tion, and  I  hope  it  will  meet  with 
general  assent  My  second  proposition  is 
that  where  such  higher  Board  schools 
are  set  up  children  should  not  be  admitted 
to  them  under  the  fifth  standard.  If 
those  two  amendments  were  carried  out 
I  think  a  good  many  of  the  faults  com- 
plained of  in  .the  present  system  would 
be  met.  That  is  all  the  alteration  I  ask 
for.  I  suggest  that  the  only  contribution 
to  such  higher  schools  iroxi\  the  Treasury 
should  he  in  the  way  of  free  scholarships 
for  the  cleverer  children  of  the  poorer 
classes  who  are  able  to  make  use  of 
them,  that  is  to  say,  those  showing 
capacity  and  a  desire  for  higher  instruc- 
tion, but  whose  parents  cannot  afEord  to 
keep  them  longer  at  school  to  qualify 
them  for  skilled  employment.  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  folly  of  the  public  . 
undertaking  the  higher  education  of  the 
children  of  richer  parents,  and  the  folly 
of  having  two  sets  of  so-called  higher  and 
elementary  schools  undertaking  the  same 
work,  is  not  unlikely,  by  extravagant 
waste  of  money,  to  cause  a  far  greater 
moral  mischief  by  causing  a  rough  re- 
action against  the  whole  system  of  edu- 
cation altogether.  There  are  two  sets  of 
Board  schools  beginning  at  the  elemente 
and  going  on  to  science ;  the  elementary 
schools  attempting  science  in  the  most 
unscientific  manner,  and  the  scientific 
schools  b^inning  at  the  elements  as  if 
there  were  no  elementary  schools.  Those 
who  advocate  these  things  will  find  that 
they  are  only  forcing  on  the  great  mass 
of  the  community  to  crowd  the  employ- 
ments, not  a  bit  more  honourable  than 
manual  labour,  that  are  ordinarily  filled 
by  the  artisan.  The  London  Board 
schools  are  at  this  moment  expending 
nearly  £5  per  head  for  every  child  in 
3  G  2 
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tbem  per  aunam,  while  the  calcula- 
tion in  1870  was  that  SOs.  would  be 
sufficient.  The  total  expenditure  for 
the  children  in  these  schools  is,  I  be- 
lieve, £4  17s.  6d.,  fmd  there  is  this 
cause  for  dissatis&ction,  that  while  they 
are  making  this  enormonslj  increased 
expenditure  they  are  not  increasing  the 
nu  luber  of  children  for  whom  they  provide 
schools  according  to  the  ratio  of  the  in- 
crease of  population.  The  additional 
number  laist  year  was  3,000,  while 
it  ought  to  hare  been  nearer  10,000. 
They  are  not  doing  one-third  of  their 
work  in  providing  for  the  increased 
numbers  of  children.  People  have 
argued  as  if  the  Scotch  plan  or  the 
American  plan  were  ours,  and  our  manu- 
fitcturers  are  eager  for  apprentices  trained 
at  public  expense.  But  that  'is  not 
the  &ct.  The  Scotch  provision  for  public 
schools  comprises  grammar  schools  and 
high  schools,  and  those  who  in  England 
hope  to  get  such  a  public  commercial  edu- 
cation upon  our  elementary  education  basis 
are  making  a  great  mistake.  The  Fraser 
Report  to  the  Commissioners  of  1868 
shows  that  Americans  are  not  using 
the  School  Rate  for  all  classes. 
The  richer  classes  are  mostly  using 
private  schools,  and  the  poorer  classes 
are  complaining  at  having  to  pay  anything 
for  the  education  of  the  richer.  In  say- 
ing that,  I  do  not  now  suggest  anything 
about  rural  elementary  schools.  I  do 
not  intend  to  express  satisfaction  with 
the  mode  in  which  they  are  dealt  with. 
1  consider  that  in  the  higher  standards 
children  should  pay  higher  fees  and  re- 
ceive smaller  g^nts  than  in  the  lower 
standards,  as  representing  education  for 
which  parents  can  easily  pay.  I  think 
that  where  there  are  higher  middle  schools 
the  elementary  schools  should  stop  at  a 
certain  standard,  and  that  the  children 
should  go  from  that  standard  into  the 
higher  school  instead  of  the  higher 
school  beginning  at  the  ABC,  and  over- 
lapping the  other.  Nowhere  should  boys 
going  to  manual  labour  be  kept  at  school 
and  deprived  of  the  apprenticeship  they 
can  only  acqnire  by  early  practice  in 
their  work.  A  boy  sailor,  kept  at  sbhool 
until  he  could  read  in  the  Fifth  Standard 
one  of  Shakespeare's  plays  to  the 
satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors, 
would  be  prevented  from  taking  his 
propor  place  among  British  seamen. 
I  know  I  cannot  affect  the  existing  Code  of 
Lord  Norton 


this  year.  It  is  too  late  now  to  do  that;  bnt 
I  cannot  help  hoping  that  by  calling  your 
Lordships'  attention  to  this  subject  I 
shall  have  more  or  less  aSected  the  con- 
coction of  the  Code  of  next  year,  which, 
we  are  led  to  expect,  will  be  a  final 
edition.  We  may  hope  that  there  will  be 
some  definite  principle  adopted,  and  not  a 
mischievous  uncertainty  in  the  whole  of 
our  system  of  national  education .  The  new 
Code,  while  admitting  that  the  system  of 
payment  by  results  is  condemned,  retains 
far  too  much  of  it.  Yesterday  a  conference 
of  managers,  like  birds  of  prey,  were 
gathering  round  the  decaying  old  S}rstem 
to  see  what  pickings  they  could  still  get 
out  of  it.  As  to  technical  schools,  the  Re- 
port which  was  only  presented  yesterday 
by  the  Science  and  Art  Departmei^ 
shows  that  anything  yet  done  under 
the  Act  of  last  year  is  still  merely 
in  embryo.  Everybody  who  desires 
to  act  upon  it  wants  to  know  -what 
it  means,  and  how  to  set  it  in 
motion.  I  know  the  difficulty  of  attadt- 
ing  a  meaning  to  that  vague  term 
"technical  education."  In  the  Act  it 
means  anything  which  South  Kensington 
says  it  shall  mean  ;  bnt  few  attempts 
have  been  made  chiefly  in  the  way  of 
drawing,  which  is  done  in  the  elementary 
schools,  or,  as  I  have  seen  in  Birmingham, 
where  children  are  set  to  work  to  saw 
and  plane  bits  of  wood.  It  is  only  a 
pretence  to  call  these  schools  technical, 
and  to  undertake  them  by  public  means 
is  really  standing  in  the  way  of  manu- 
facturers, such  as  Whitworth,  each  in  his 
•>wn  line  training  apprentices  for  his 
own  work.  That  would  be  the  best 
way  for  competition  with  the  foreign 
market,  and  would  aSord  the  most 
practical  instruction  in  various  trades. 
The  Government  should  cease  to  dream  of 
teaching  even  the  elements  of  arts  every- 
where. My  Lords,  I  hope  you  will  agree 
that  the  cost  of  higher  educati<ni,  that 
is,  instruction  in  science  and  art,  above 
the  elements  (and  my  proposition  in- 
volves a  definition  of  what  elementary 
education  is),  should  be  borne  as  &r  as 
possible  by  the  parents  who  are  perfect 
willing  and  able  to  pay  proper  fees, 
or  by  endowments,  which  are  as  rnndi 
private  contributions  as  if  the  founder 
were  still  alive.  The  only  way  in  which 
the  Treasury  should  contribute  to  schods 
of  special  apprenticeships  is  by  providing 
exhibttiona  and  scholarships  for  children 
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who  show  capacitj,  but  are   nnable  to 
pay. 

Moved — 

••  Kor  a  Return  of  all  money  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment  for  education  in  the  year  ending  April 
lust: 

1.  For  public  education,   elementarr    and 

tecbiiical,  in   England,  iScoUand,    and 
Ireland ; 

2.  Science  and  Art  Deportment,   including 

agriculture ; 

3.  Beformatory  and  induatrial  schools : 

4.  Queen's  colleges,    Ireland,  and  Welsh 

colleges ; 
6.    Military  and  naval  colleges,  academies, 

and  schools ; 
And  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House 
elementary  education  should  be  more  dis- 
tinctly defiendin '  the  Code,'  as  recommended 
by  tlie  Uuyal  Comniissioneis,  and  the  cost 
of  all  public  instruction  above  such  limits 
should  be  met  byfeee,  or  by  exhibitions  for 
children  of  the  wage  earniug  class  capable 
and  desirous  of  availing  themselves  of  it,  or 
by  endowments." — {Tht  Lord  Noi  ton.) 

•Lord  COLCHESTER:  My  Lords,  I 
agree  very  heartily  with  what  has  been 
said  by  my  noble  Friend  in  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  this  matter.  In 
the  first  instance  I  think  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  what  is  being  done  in 
many  cases  out  of  the  rates  in  aid 
of  schools  goes  beyond  the  original 
intentions  of  those  who  promoted  the 
Elementary  Edncation  Act.  The  object 
of  passing  that  Act  was  to  remove  the 
great  weight  of  ignorance  pressing  upon 
the  poorer  classes,  whose  children 
are  compelled  to  leave  school 
at  an  early  age.  There  are  some 
people  who  seem  to  think  that  the  best 
system  is  that  of  Switzerland,  where 
almost  every  g^rade  of  education,  high 
and  low,  is  paid  for  by  the  State  ;  but  that 
is  not  the  principle,  I  think,  which 
England  is  prepared  to  accept.  Then  it 
has  been  said  that  everyone  who  pays 
the  rates  in  support  of  these  schools 
would  be  at  liberty  to  use  them  for  the 
education  of  their  children.  That,  I 
think,  is  very  much  on  a  par  with  the 
argument  that  everyone  who  pays  the 
poor  rata  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  out- 
door relief.  I  think  the  expense  thrown 
upon  the  public  at  large  by  this  system 
of  elementary  schools  doing  the  work  of 
secondary  education  produces  great 
waste,  becanss  they  are  driving  out  of 
the  field  other  classes  of  schools  which 
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can  best  carry  out  the  work  of  higher 
and  technical  education.  Now  my  noble 
Friend  has  referred  to  the  Commission 
which  reported  in  1868,  and  whose 
Report  has  been  the  foundation  of  all  the 
Acts  subsequently  passed  in  relation  to 
endowed  schools.  That  Report  certainly 
did  say  that  a  third  grade  of  schools  was 
a  great  want  in  this  country,  and  that 
the  higher  education  should  be  more 
efficiently  provided  for.  As  the  noble 
Lord  has  said,  they  considered  that  it 
was  the  great  use  of  all  the  smaller 
endowments  throughout  England  that 
they  should  be  applied  for  that  purpose. 
It  was  to  provide  for  the  education  of  a 
class  rather  better  off  than  those  who 
attend  the  elementary  schools,  or  of  those 
who  might  be  selected  from  the 
elementary  schools,  and  as  to  whom 
it  was  considered  worth  while  that, 
having  shown  capacity,  they  should 
be  afforded  the  means  of  continuing 
their  edncation  to  a  greater  age. 
and  of  entering  upon  the  higher  subjects. 
But,  my  Lords,  I  know  that  in  a  great 
many  cases  those  endowments  have  been 
almost  rendered  useless,  and  they  have 
been  almost  driven  out  of  the  field  by 
the  competition  of  the  rate-supported 
schools,  which  are  maintained  out 
of  public  funds  contributed  by  the 
ratepayers.  There  are  a  great 
many  of  these  endowments  which 
for  obvious  reasons  ought  to  be  applied 
to  the  lowest  form  of  secondary  educa- 
tion. Those  endowments  were  in- 
tended, to  a  great  extent,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  they 
would  give  those  classes  a  benefit 
which  they  could  not  obtain  in  any  other 
form.  Then,  if  they  are  applied  a  step 
higher,  to  the  higher  secondary  educa- 
tion, it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  the 
fees  paid  by  those  who  receive  it,  be- 
cause there  would  then  be  given  an 
education  which  is  not  so  very  much 
required  or  desired  by  the  poorer  class, 
for  whom,  as  I  have  stated,  in  many  cases 
the  smaller  endowments  were  largely 
intended.  The  reason  their  administrar 
tion  has  been  so  much  attacked  in  many 
quarters  is  that  they  are  used  to  a  great 
extent  for  the  middle  instead  of  for  the 
poorer  classes.  At  the  present  time  the 
schools  are  undertaking  what  is  the 
proper  work  of  the  endowments,  and 
they  are  now  being  made  very  difficult 
to    apply  for   any  useful   purpose.      It 
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may  be  said,  "  That  is  all  very  well ;  but 
though  there  are  many  places  which 
have,  there  are  many  places  which  have 
not  these  endowments."  If  it  were  recog- 
nised that  this  is  a  want  of  the  country 
which  can  be  supplied  by  a  little  relaxa- 
tion of  the  restrictions  hitherto  imposed 
upon  them,  these  endowments  might  be 
made  useful  over  a  considerable  extent 
of  the  country.  Then  the  noble  Lord 
has  referred  to  the  voluntary  efforts 
which  have  been  made  to  supply  schools 
throughout  the  country  ;  and  1  think  it 
would  have  been  shown  that  by  voluntary 
efforts  these  requirements  could  have 
been  met,  had  it  not  been  that  to  a  great 
extent  they  have  been  killed  by  the  com- 
petition of  the  schools  subsidised  from 
the  rates.  There  is  another  point  to  which 
I  will  refer.  Many  people  say,  "Why 
should  not  the  elementary  schools  keep 
on  a  certain  number  of  boys  a  little 
longer  for  obtaining  the  higher  educa- 
tion— ^why  should  not  the  boys  be  allowed 
to  go  on  who  have  been  educated  from 
the  beginning  in  the  elementaty  schools?" 
Well,  there  is  this  difficulty :  that  the 
whole  plan  of  secondary  education  from 
the  first  being  different  you  cannot 
have  it  carried  on  on  the  same  lines  as 
the  primary  education.  If  a  boy  is  to 
remain  at  school  up  to  a  certain  age 
there  is  no  reason  why,  if  he  is  fit  for 
them,  he  should  not  take  up  the  higher 
studies  at  an  earlier  age  than  that  at 
which  the  education  of  others  ceases,  why 
he  should  be  educated  in  the  elementary 
school  until  12,  and  then  only  begin  the 
secondary  education  within  the  last  two 
years.  He  would  probably  be  able  to 
take  it  up  at  a  much  earlier  age.  But  I 
think  it  is  undesirable  that  the  primary 
and  secondary  schools  should  be  mixed 
up  together.  On  the  other  hand,  not 
only  is  the  secondary  school  more  ex- 
pensive, but  it  is  attended  by  a  class 
who  are  better  able  to  pay,  and  for  that 
education  higher  fees  ought  to  be  paid. 
The  argument  that  clever  but  poorer 
children  should  not  be  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  obtaining  that  higher 
education,  may  be  met  by  the  proposal 
that  exhibitions  and  scholarships  should 
be  provided  out  of  the  public  money  if 
they  cannot  be  provided  out  of  educa- 
tional endowments.  By  this  system  of 
allowing  elementary  schools  to  enter 
upon  a  province  which  is  not  theirs  you 
are  >iot  only  increasing  the  expense,  bat 
Lord  Colchester 


deranging  the  proper  course  of  ednoatimL 
The  objection  to  the  present  system  is 
not  merely  pecuniary,  it  is  also  educa- 
tional. I  can  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of 
the  figures  which  have  been  stated  bj 
my  noble  Friend  as  to  the  cost  at 
which  the  Third  Grade  education  cw 
be  carried  out  and  the  expenditure  now 
entailed  by  attempting  to  give  this  lower 
form  of  technical  education.  I  think  the 
employment  of  endowments  is  the 
proper  mode  of  carrying  out  that  object, 
and  that  the  present  system  is  a  derange- 
ment of  the  proper  educational  qrstem, 
which  brings  together  and  mixes  up 
wliat  ought  to  be  kept  entirely  separate. 
It  puts  an  end  to  private  action  and  tends 
to  kill  voluntary  effort. 

•Eabl  EORTESCUE:  My  Lords,  the 
point  which  I  wish  princi{»lly  to  dwell 
upon  in  the  few  remarks  I  shall  have  to 
offer  to  your  Lordships  is  the  urgent 
need  which  exists  of  some  definition,  if 
not  of  what  elementary  education  is,  at 
any  rate  of  what  elementary  educatioD 
is  not.  There  seems  to  me  no  veiy 
intelligible  line  drawn  which  can  serve 
as  a  guide  between  even  the  highest 
University  curriculum  and  elemen- 
tary school  teaching  in  the  schools 
under  the  direction  of  the  Minister 
of  Eiducation ;  because  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that  Ministers  may 
take  different  views,  and  may  intw>- 
duce  many  things  into  a  Code,  and,  as 
that  becomes  law  after  lying  on  the  Tables 
of  both  Houses  for  40  days,  there  is  no 
saying  what  we  may  find  done  by  some 
future  Minister  of  Education.  The  urgent 
need  of  some  intelligible  line  being  dnwn 
between  elementary  and  non-elementaiy 
schools  is  one  that  I  have  long  felt,  and 
have  often  pressed,  both  vivd  voce  in 
your  Lordships'  House  and  in  print 
I  have  repeatedly  protested  against 
Government  aiding  by  grants,  and  there- 
fore securing  the  right  to  interfere  with 
higher  education,  which  was  in  Hoi 
masterly  Report  of  the  Commissioii 
of  1868  described  as  "  secondary  ednc»- 
tion  ; "  but  now  secondary  education  is 
liable  to  come  before  us  disguised  under 
the  name  of  technical  instruction,  or  of  ad- 
vanced elementary  schools,  which  one  of 
the  highest  educational  authorities  in  the 
country — Bishop  Temple — said  "ought 
to  be  called  non-elementary,"  and  he 
added  that  it  was  about  "  the  worst  way 
in  which  money  could  be  applied  in  the 
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promotion    of    edooataon."       Now^    my 
Lords,     Parli«men4>     and     the     public 
generally  have  been  trying  in  various 
ways    to    encourage    thrift,    especially 
^mong  the  wage-earning  classes,  and  that 
not  merely  for  the  sake  of  promoting  the 
■accumulation  of  capital  and  of  preventing 
waste — an   accumulation   which,  in  the 
-aggregate,  is  considerable,  though  made 
up  of  very  small  sums — but  even  more 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  a  spirit 
of  independence  and  of  self-reliance,  as 
well    as  self-denial  among  the   poorer 
classes  of  the  people.    Well,  my  Lords, 
we  aire  now,  on  the  contrary,  threatened 
with  what  I  venture  to  say  is  mis-called 
•"  free  education."     But  the  real  descrip- 
tion of  what  is  called  free  education  is 
State-paid    or   rate-paid   education.     It 
may  not,  in  some  instances,  be  the  result 
■of  private  benevolence  that  gratitude  is 
elicited  ;  but  all  experienca  shows  that 
Alms  g^ven  by  an  individual — how  often, 
-as  a  rule,  injudiciously  given  1 — at  least 
■elicit  some  feelings  of  gratitude ;  but  any- 
thing eleemosynary  given  out  of  rates 
and  taxes  is   grudgingly  given  by  the 
ratepayers  and    thankfully   received  by 
the  recipients.     It  altogether  misses  all 
the     wholesome     beneficial     influences 
•wtich  emanate  from  eleemosynary  gifts 
made     at    the   expense    of    self-denial 
in     the    giver.        I     may     say     that, 
apart    from    this     idea     of  free    edu- 
cation,   a     most     mischievous     system 
has  grown  up    of    late  of  sanctioning 
Oovernment  grants  of  money  for  educa- 
tional  purposes   on  a  greatly   enlarged 
scale,  which  has  been  encouraging  the 

•  very  reversa  of  the  principle  which  in 
other  capacities  we  have  been  trying  to 
<levelop.  Wo  have  been  thus  encourag- 
ing a  habit  of  constant  reliance  on  the 
Ck>vemment,  and  constant  applications 
faoffl  various  bodies  for  assistance.  One 
industry  after  another  appeals  for 
Oovernment  grants,  and  the  great  im- 
portant agricultural  interest,  which 
^nerally  moves  rather  slowly,  has  at 
last  joined  in  the  general  scramble,  and 
has  been  moving  earnestly  to  g^et  some 
pablio  money.  Everyone  seems  to  be 
trying  to  get  soinethiDg  out  of  the  rates 
-and  taxes — a  melancholy  change  within 
the  lifertame  of  some  of  us  from  the 
Ihabitval  love  of  independence  and  self- 
reliance,  which  was  supposed  to  be  the 
characteristic  of  Englishmen.     We  have 

Jiad  examples  at  South  Kensington  of 


grants  being  sought  for  and  obt&ined, 
especially  in  ia  very  little  agricul- 
tural department  there,  by  schools  in  Hob 
heart  of  London,  and  in  the  heart  of  such 
large  towns  as  Liverpool,  for  instance. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  those  little 
grants  have  been  obtained  by  schools  iu 
towns  not  in  the  least  for  the  benefit  of 
the  scholars,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the 
teachers,  not  with  any  reasonable 
prospect  of  improving  the  work  of  agri- 
culture in  any  agricultural  district,  but 
to  obtain  a  certain  number  of  pounds 
sterling  for  the  particular  schools.  I 
.will  not  repeat  on  the  present  occasion 
what  I  have  often  reminded  your  Lord- 
ships of,  that  the  tendency  of  Govern- 
ment estabUshments  is  towards  stagna- 
tion, and  too  often  after  a  time  to  jobbery. 
Stagnation  is  particularljr  to  be  deplored 
in  the  case  of  higher  education ;  and  it 
would  be  a  terrible  misfortune  if  the 
higher  education  of  the  country  comes 
to  be  manipulated  by  a  Ghjvemment 
Department.  As  to  jobbery,  the  worst 
part  of  it  is  not  the  waste  of  money,  bat 
the  demoralisation  and  the  degrading 
influence  which  it  exercises  in  all  direc- 
tions. We  surely  ought  not  to  extend 
Government  interference  further  than 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  good  of 
the  country.  I  understand  that  that 
high  educational  authority,  Lord  Lingen, 
says  that  elementary  education  ought  as 
such  to  be  considered  to  stop  at  the  Fourth 
Standard.  I  entirely  agree  with  him. 
Any  child  who  has  reached  the  attain- 
ments certified  by  passing  the  Fourth 
Standard  has  the  requisite  means  of 
extending  his  knowledge  indefinitely,  and 
particularly  if,  as  both  my  noble  friends 
have,  I  think,  very  truly  said,  assistance 
is  given  from  public  money  by  means  of 
scholarships  and  exhibitions  to  superior 
schools.  If  there  are  only  one  or  two 
children  pursuing  the  higher  studies  in  an 
elementary  school,  those  higher  studies 
which  we  find  some  wishing  should  be 
carried  on  in  every  school,  they  will 
study  at  very  great  disadvantage  as 
compared  with  those  who  are  carrying 
on  the  same  studies  in  a  class  with  others 
in  the  same  state  of  proficiency,  for  the 
spirit  of  emulation  and  sympathy  will  be 
very  much  wanting  to  them.  Besides 
that,  for  a  very  small,  infinitesimal 
number  of  students  yon  will  demand  a 
great  deal  of  energy  and  time  from  the 
already,  too    often,  rather  overworkecl 
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teacher  in  a  small  school.  Now,  scholar* 
ships  from  the  elementary  schools  to  the 
higher  ones  may  be  provided  either  oat 
of  the  taxes  by  the  State  or  by  the  Local 
Bodies  ont  of  the  rates,  which  is  a 
little  iqnestionable  in  principle  perhaps, 
bat  stUl  open  to  little  objection,  or  by  the 
benevolence  of  those  who  are  interested 
in  education,  many  of  whom  have  (as  I 
have  myself)  contributed  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  Bcholarshipe  to  bigher  schools 
for  the  most  promising  beys  from  the 
elementary  schools  who  are  ex  hypothen 
capable  of  profiting  by  the  higher  in- 
strnction  and  are  desirous  of  doing  so. 
As  my  noble  Friend  has  very  truly 
said,  the  great  majority  of  children 
cannot  be  expected  in  the  short  time 
that  precedes  the  necessity  of  their  earn- 
ing, or  helping  to  earn,  weir  livelihood, 
to  make  very  much  progress  ;  and 
their  detention  at  school  in  Order  to 
attain  a  particular  standard  and  a  certain 
amount  of  book-learning,  the  retention  of 
which  is  very  short  and  precarious  in 
their  case,  prevents  their  learning  what 
i8of]greatero(HiBequencetothem.  Inorder 
to  do  that  you  prevent  their  learning,  at 
the  most  favourable  time,  the  business  of 
their  lives,  and  thus  qualifying  them- 
selves to  become  skilled  instead  of 
unskilled  workmen.  You  do  this  at  con- 
siderable cost  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  an 
amount  of  work  for  employers,  and  espe- 
cially for  agricultural  employers,  which, 
though  small  perhaps  in  the  case  of  each 
child,  is  in  the  aggregate  very  consider- 
able ;  and  all  this  because  you  will  not 
recognise  the  essential  difierenoe  there 
is  between  those  who  are  naturally 
capable  and  desirous  of  profiting  by  the 
opportunities  of  higher  education  placed 
within  their  reach,  and  those  who  are 
willing  and  desirous,  as  are  their  parents 
also,  to  learn  more  of  the  future  business 
of  their  lives  instead.  Perhaps  I 
have  detained  you  too  long  with  my  own 
strong  convictions  on  this  subject, 
though  I  may  remind  your  Lordships 
they  are  shared  by  many  others.  I  will 
only  say  that  they  are  borne  out  by  the 
elaborate  Beport  of  the  Education  Com- 
missioners which  was  presented  in  1888. 
In  the  summary  of  their  recommenda- 
tions they  say  that 

"  As  the  meaning  and  limitR  of  the  term 

<  elementary  school '    have  not  been    defined 

in  the  Education  Acts,  nor  br  any  judicial  or 

•nthoritatiTe  interpretation,  bat  depend  only 

£arl  Fortescue 


on  the  annual  Codsa  of  the  De{artm«at,  w> 
whoM  power  of  framing  such  Codes  oo  limit 
has  hitherto.been  impoted,  it  would  appear  ta 
be  of  abaoln'te  necessity  " 

— ^very  strong  words,  my  Lords,  for  » 
strong  Commission  to  use — 

"  That  some  definition  of  tJie  iostmotion  to 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  rates  and  lazes  should  be 
given  by  the  Legislature.  Until  this  is  don«r 
the  limits  of  primary  and  secondary  educaliw 
cannot  be  defined." 

Li  the  Beport  they  describe  the  snooeB- 
sive  Codes  as  emanating  from  successive 
Ministers,  and  Lord  Lingen  very  much 
disapproves  of  that  system,  and  describes 
thatunlimitedpoweras"  dangerous."  But 
the  Commissioners  elaborate  this,  and  it 
is  one  of  the  conclusions  they  arrive  at. 
In  giving  their  summary  they  say,  at 
page  145— 

"  Since  1870  the  practice  of  th»  Departmrait 
has  continually  raised  and  extended  the  various 
limits  of  elementary' education  so  as  gradually 
to  include  a  range  of  subjects  proper  to  schooI» 
for  bigher  education.  It  is  given  in  evidence 
that  luiguages,  classical  and  modem,  advanced 
science  " 

— ^just  what  may  be  taught,  my  Lords,  and 
is  being  taught^  at  the  Universities  of 
the  land — might  be  taught  in  elementary 
schools,  and  that  parents  of  all  classea 
had  a  right,  and  were  at  liberty,  to  send 
their  children  to  them. 

"Not  a  few  of  the  children  of  the  wealthy 
classes," 

as  my  noble  Friend  has  already  siiated, 

"  are  attending  the  Board  Schools.  It  doe» 
not  appear  that  in  1870  this  result  was  contem- 
plated ;  and  it  has  become  a  matter  of  serious 
complaint,  especially  to  those  of  the  poorer 
classes,  who  are  compelled  to  pay  the  Hchool, 
Board  rates.  The  Act  of  1870  enables  t*i» 
Department  to  frame  and  impose  a  Code 
which  after  lying  a  month  on  the  Table  in  tb» 
Houses  of  Parliament  become  law." 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  will  just  give  a  samplff 
of  the  great  power,  I  may  say  the  legis- 
lative power,  exercised  by  the  Depart- 
ment. The  Act  of  1870  says  that  it 
does  not  include  any  school  in  which 
the  ordinary  payments  in  respect  of  th» 
instruction  for  each  scholar  exceeds  9d. 
per  week.  It  seems  from  that  that  the 
intention  of  the  L^slature  was  veij 
obvious  that  9d.  a  week  was  the  utmort 
limit.  What  says  the  Code  of  a  few 
years  ago  ! — a  Code  which  I  was  not  so 
much  surprised  to  find  emanating  bam 
a  Government  presided  over  by  a  master 
of  subtle  distinctions,  and  who,  na  tir. 
Forster,  I  think  it  was,  said,  "  Could  per- 
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snade  most  men  of  most  things  and 
himself  of  almost  anything."  That  Code 
speaks  of — 

"  The  orduuDypsjrment  for  each  scholar  .  .  . 
will,  as  a  rule,  be  fonnd  by  dividing  tiie  total 
amonot  of  fees  payable  by  the  nnmber  of 
•eholars  on  the  registers  for  that  week.' ' 

So  that  3b.  might  be  the  amount 
of  the  fees  for  some,  provided  there 
were  a  sufficient  number  of  Id. 
schokus  to  bring  the  actual  average 
down  to  9d.  My  Lords,  even  the  Mino- 
rity Report  says,  "It  is  not  desirable 
that  the  Department  should  defeat  the 
plain  meaning  of  an  Act  of  Parliament" 
I  would  appeal  to  your  Lordships 
whether  the  passage  in  the  Code  I  have 
just  read  does  not  do  so.  I  must  say, 
nay  Lords,  that  it  is  with  great  regret 
I  have  seen  the  subsequent  Codes  at  the 
hands  of  different  Ministers  continuing 
that,  in  my  opinion,  very  objectionable 
clause,  a  clause  unquestionably  defeating 
the  obvious  intention  of  the  L^islature. 
The  Commissioners  go  on  to  say  in  their 
Beport — 

"  It  wonld  appear,  therefore,  of  absolute 
necessity  that  the  instruction  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  rates  and  taxes  should  be  fixed  by  the 
legislature.  Dntil  this  is  done  the  limits  of 
primary  and  secondary  education  cannot  be 
fixed." 

And  they  say  that  this  is  desirable, 
because — 

"The  iodirfot  inolosion  of  the  higher 
edncatioa  in  the  elementary  schools  is  injurious 
both  to  primary  and  secondary  education." 

Not  only  does  this  ruin  and  drive 
away  the  private  adventure  schools 
and  reduce  the  endowed  schools, 
founded  by  our  ancestors,  to  a  state 
of  comparative  inutility,  but  there 
is  in  consequence  of  if  an  immense 
waste  of  teaching  power.  Not  only 
has  it  that  bad  effect,  bnt  it  is  sap- 
ping the  spirit  of  independence  and 
self-reliance,  and  inducing  even  the 
wealthy  to  lean  npon  the  rates  and  taxes, 
and  to  endeavour  to  take  advantage  of 
these  petty  grants  in  aid  of  the  education 
of  their  children,  which  are  made  out  of 
the  rates  and  taxes  paid  by  their  neigh- 
bours. Well,  my  Lords,  this  language 
which  I  have  just  read  to  yon  emanates 
from  15  out  of  the  23  Commissioners, 
and  those  conclusions  were  arrived  at 
after  an  exhaustive  inquiry.  Those 
Commissioners  were  many  of  them  men 


identified  not  only  with  education,  dis- 
tinguished not  merely  by  their  zeal  for 
i1^  but  by  the  services  they  have  rendered 
to  it ;  and,  perhaps,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say  that  for  the  last  half-century,  I 
myself,  in  a  much  more  humble  way  and 
on  a  much  smaller  scale,  have  devoted 
to  education  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
thought,  and  in  proportion,  too,  of  money, 
more  a  good  deal  to  elementary  education 
than  even  to  middle-class  education.  It 
is,  therefore,  from  no  indifference  to  the 
subject,  from  no  desire  certainly  to  keep 
back  any  poor  child  who  is  capable  and 
desirous  of  profiting  by  the  higher  edu> 
cation,  but  from  a  deep  conviction  that 
the  present  system  is  wasteful  in  practice, 
inadequate  in  results,  and  enervating  to 
the  national  character,  that  I  have  ven- 
tured so  long  to  oocupy  the  attention  of 
your  Lordships'  House. 

•The  lord  PRESIDENT  or  the. 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  CEAifBEOOK) :  My 
Lords,  I  feel  some  difficulty  in  coming  t» 
a  conclusion  as  to  the  points  to  which 
I  am  expected  to  reply,  because 
my  noble  Friends  have  nu^e  speeches- 
so  discursive  upon  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  education,  that  I  hardly  know 
where  I  should  beg^  and  where  I  should 
leave  off.  With  regard  to  the  Returns 
which  my  noble  Friend  asks  for,  I  can 
only  say  that^  as  far  as  my  Department 
is  concerned,  we  are  quite  prepared  to 
give  them,  and,  so  far  as  I  understand, 
the  other  Departments  are  also  prepared 
to  do  so,  with  a  slight  alteration  which 
has  been  suggested,  and  which  my  noble 
Friend  has  acceded  to.  My  noble  Friend 
told  us  first  of  all  he  wasnot  going  to  enter 
into  the  question  of  elementary  educa- 
tion at  all,  and  he  did  not,  I  admit,  go 
very  tax  into  the  question ;  but  my  noble 
Friend  who  followed  him  has  gone  at 
great  length  into  the  point,  and  has  ques- 
tioned all  the  different  measures  con- 
nected with  elementary  education,  not 
only  in  reference  to  the  present  Code,  but 
in  regard  to  the  provisions  under  pre- 
vious Acts.  He  has  also  called  attention 
to  other  matters  in  reference  to  carrying 
intoeffect  thepresent  system  of  education, 
and  has  ventured  upon  an  assertion,  as  far 
as  Igather,  that  it  has  been  stated  by  Lord 
lingen  that  all  elementary  education 
should  end  at  the  Fourth  Standard.  I  do 
not  remember  ever  seeing  or  bearing  suck 
a  statement  of  that  noble  Lord. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1467 


Cost  of 


{LORDS} 


Public  Education.       1168 


•Bam.  FORTBSCUE  :  It  was  men- 
tioned  to  me.  I  only  saj  that  I  have 
heard  it. 

*ViSCODNT  CRANBROOK:  It  is  im- 
naterial  to  the  argument  I  do  not 
desire  to  dwell  upon  it,  bat  I  thought  I 
would  ask  my  noble  Friend  for  his 
anthorily. 

LOEO  LINGEN  :  If  I  may  be  allowed 
to  interpose  for  a  moment,  I  did  not  hear 
the  noble  Lord  make  the  statement  now 
referred  to,  bat  the  statement  that  is 
attribated  to  me,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  I  never  did  make. 

•Viscount  CRANBROOK :  Then  we  are 
called  npon  by  my  noble  Friend  to  define 
what  elementary  education  is  hot,  if  not 
what  it  is.  That  is  a  very  extraordinary 
demand,  for  this  CJommission,  upon  which 
my  noble  Friend  sat  so  long,  with  others 
who  were  so  well  qualified  to  deal  with 
the  subject,  after  sitting  for  nearly  throe 
years,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
could  give  no  definition,  and  they  thought 
they  had  better  throw  it  upon  others  to 
get  that  definition  in  some  shape  which 
womld  be  satisfactory  to  the  country. 
Well,  my  Lords,  I  heard  that  it  had 
been  defined  in  a  Scotch  Act,  and,  as 
we  know  that  Scotchmen  are  said  to 
be  so  good  at  definitions,  I  looked 
up  the  Act  to  see  if  I  could  get  any 
assistance  there.  I  found  the  Scotch 
were  not  at  all  before  us  in  the  matter; 
ior  they  only  referred  to  it  as  "  such 
education  as  may  be  given  in  the  State- 
aided  schools  ill  Scotland  pursuant  tb 
the  provisions  of  the  Education  Act" 
I  do  not  think  that  carries  us  very  far. 
Then,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
we  endeavour  to  lay  down  a  limit ; 
because  the  Department  I  am  connected 
with  has  only  to  deal  with  elementary 
education.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  the 
Code  we  have  produced  would  be 
supposed  to  state  how  far  we  think 
elementary  education  can  be  carried ; 
bat,  after  all,  if  we  go  into  particulars, 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  can  by  a 
hard  line  be  limited  as  "  elementary 
education."  Elementary  education  em- 
braces, among  other  things,  religious 
education.  Well,  that  is  excluded  from 
the  present  system  of  elementary  educa- 
tion. It  is  not  necessary  for  any  State- 
aided  school  to  give  any  religions 
education  at  all.  There  is  no  saying 
what  elementary  education  is,  and,  there- 


fore, as  far  as  any  definition  is  required 
I  must  decline  to  make  any  attempt  to 
give  it  No  one,  however,  will  suppose 
that  in  laying  down  that  you  shall  teach 
under  elementary  education  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic,  that  merely 
mechanical  process  shall  be  carried  out, 
and  that  it  does  not  involve  anything 
more.  Nor  can  you  say,  even  if  thoee 
were  prescribed  as  the  limits  of  what 
was  to  be  taught,  that  you  oould  be  sure 
of  obtaining  only  elementary  edncation. 
I  think  if  you  were  to  introduce  Mai 
Miiller  to  teach  the  alphabet  he  would 
be  able,  in  doing  so,  to  give  very  ad- 
vanced instruction  indeed,  which  would 
carry  those  tangbt  into  very  bx-vS. 
regions  of  science,  philological,  ethno- 
logical, and  otherwise.  And  so  it  goes 
on  by  degrees,  so  that  I  defy  anyone  to 
say  where  primary  education  ends  and, 
secondary  education  begins.  The  dis- 
tinction can,  however,  be  made  in  a 
rough  way,  and  the  Department  has 
made  it  in  a  rough  way.  My  noble 
Friend  we^nts  us,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  to 
say  where  fees  shall  begin  aud  where 
they  shall  end.  If  I  understand  his 
Resolution  I  should  read  it  to  imply 
that  up  to  the  point  at  which  he 
considers  elementary  education  to  end 
fees  should  not  be  paid,  and  yet  I 
understood  him  in  his  speech  to 
say  something  the  very  reverse  of  that, 
for  he  went  on  to  say  that  beyond  that  the 
educational  requirements  of  the  poorer 
classes  should  be  met  by  exhibitions  and 
scholarships.  My  noble  Friend  opposite 
also  would  allow  those  additions  to  come 
in.  Why  is  the  State  to  come  in  and 
provide  exhibitions  and  scholarships  oat 
of  the  public  funds,  and  not  to  apply  the 
public  funds  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
the  same  education  in  another  way,  if  it 
thinks  beat  1  My  noble  Friends  say  that 
voluntary  efFort  has  been  dried  up  by 
what  the  State  has  done.  Does  anyone 
who  is  aware  of  the  foundations  of  8choia^ 
ships  and  .technical  schools,  which  we 
see  day  by  day,  venture  to  say  that  \  k 
gentleman  told  me  the  other  day  that 
one  of  the  great  manufacturers  of  the 
'^nnty  had,  within  about  two  years  and  a 
half,  given  away  as  much  as  £150,000 
for  purposes  of  education  in  this  conniiy, 
and,  therefore,  I  think  it  is  absurd  to  say 
that  we  are  stopping  all  voluntary 
efEort.  I  object  altogether  to  arguing  the 
question  of  eduoation  on  Buch  a  BesolatioB 
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as  ttuB.  What  we  want  in  this  oonntiy 
is  something  concrete  to  argne  upon,  not 
something  merely  abstract  as  is  this 
Resolation  which  has  been  put  down  on 
the  Notice  Paper  by  my  noble  Friend. 
Then  the  "wage-earning  classes"  are 
referred  to.  My  noble  Friend  spoke  of 
exhibitions  for  the  children  of  the  wage- 
earning  class.  Why  of  the  wage- 
earning  class  only  ?  I  am  sorry  to  say 
there  are  many  people  in  this  country 
who  do  not  belong  to  the  wage-earning 
class  who  are  just  as  poor  aa  the  wage- 
earners.  Why  are  not  they  to  be 
included?  It  would,  I  think,  be  the 
hardest  case  in  the  world  that  people 
often  almost  on  the  verge  of  pauperism, 
but  not  in  the  position  of  labiaurers, 
should  not  be  allowed,  simply  because 
they  are  not  labourers,  to  have  their 
children  taught  in  the  higher  schools  by 
obtaining  these  scholarships  and  exhibi- 
tions. So  that  I  object  altogether  to  the 
terms  in  which  my  noble  Friend  has  put 
this  Resolution  down.  I  should  like  also 
to  call  your  Lordships'  attention  to  this 
point.  We  have  laid  down,  as  far  as  we 
can,  in  the  Code  what  we  think  fairly 
comes  within  the  limits  of  elementary 
education.  I  say  at  once  there  is  not 
one  of  the  subjects  put  down  there  which 
cannot  be  taught  in  a  manner  which 
would  carry  it  far  beyond  what  would 
be  considered  elementary.  If  you 
examine  the  discussions  which  took 
place  with  the  witnesses  who  were 
called  before  the  Commission  with  regard 
to  elementary  education,  you  will  find 
that  it  means  one  thing  in  one  man's  mind 
and  another  thing  in  the  mind  of  another. 
Therefore,  it  shades  off  by  degrees, 
primary  education  into  secondary,  with- 
out any  possibility  of  drawing  a  rigid 
line  between  the  two.  Up  to  the 
Seventh  Standard  I  consider  that  we  are 
within  the  Code  forelementaryedncation, 
beyond  that  I  consider  we  are  outside  it. 
With  regard  to  the  point  to  which  my 
noble  Friend  Lord  Fortescne  called 
attention,  it  is  quite  true  that  the  Com- 
mission was  very  anxious  to  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  secondary  and  primary 
education,  but  they  did  not  do  it.  Nor 
did  they  altogether  disclaim  these 
higher  grade  schools  to  which  my  nohle 
Friend  has  referred.  On  the  contrary, 
they  regretted  that  there  were  no  means 
of  extending  them.  They  say  on  page 
169  of  the  Report— 


"It  i(  to  be  regretted  that  no  practical 
suggestion  was  made  fo^  extending  such  higher 
education  to  rural  districts  or  to  populations 
below  10,1100  or  15,000." 

But  they  also  said  this — 

"  If  the  cnrriculam  of  the  higher  elementary 
schools  ia  restricted  within  due  limits,  avoiding 
the  grouad  belonging  to  secondary  education, 
and  if  due  precautions  are  tatcen  to  secure  that 
promising  children  of  poor  parents  shall  have 
the  privilege  of  education  afforded  by  the 
higher  schools,  then  we  are  of  opinion  that  such 
schools  may  prove  useful  additions  to  our  school 
machinery." 

What  fori  Secondary  education  ?  No; 
"for  primary  education."  It  may  be 
ni^ed  that  grants  from  the  Gh>vernment 
should  not  go  to  them.  That  is  another 
thing,  but  I  think  it  will  be  agreed  that 
children  should  be  allowed  to  go  on,  that 
they  should  have  the  opportunity  of 
going  further ;  and  Scotland  has  been 
instanced,  where  they  are  allowed  to  go 
on  oven  to  .the  age  of  18,  and  the  advo- 
cates for  continuing  education  do  not  see 
why  that  should  not  be  so  in  Ehigland. 
1  feel  as  strongly  as  anyone  that  we  have 
infringed  upon  secondary  education  in 
our  educational  scheme,  and  there  has 
been  no  doubt,  in  certain  cases,  some 
amount  of  competition ;  but  I  would  say 
also  that  where  the  School  Boards  have 
entered  into  competition  they  represented 
the  ratepayers,  who  have  not  debarred 
them  from  going  into  that  competition. 
Therefore,  whatever  has  been  done  in 
that  respect  has  been  done  under  the 
influence  of  the  great  body  of  public 
opinion,  and  not  merely  at  the  instance  of 
one  ortwopersons.  Mentionbas  been  made 
of  Chesterfield.  I  do  not  know  the  case  to 
which  my  noble  Friend  refers,  but  I  think 
it  very  likely  that  if  a  school  is  of  a 
high  character,  with  a  fee  payable  not 
exceeding  9d.  per  week,  many  people 
would  be  ready  to  send  their  children 
there.  My  noble  Friend  (Lord  Col- 
chester) who  has  been  connected  with 
the  Charity  Commission  told  you  that 
they  have  endeavoured  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  country  by  these 
scholarships  and  exhibitions.  Your 
Lordships  mnst  remember  that  these 
scholarships  and  exhibitions  are  only  to 
be  won  by  competition,  and  they  are  only 
obtained  by  the  ablest  children.  I  would 
venture  to  call  my  noble  Friend's  atten- 
tion to  a  point  which  he  has  perhaps  not 
studied.  It  appears  that  in  some  of 
these  cases  where  the  Charity  Commis- 
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sioners  have  instituted  scholarships  and 
exhibitions,  they  hare  forgotten  that  if 
they  give  a  scholarship  of  a  certain  class 
to  a  poor  boy,  that  is  not  enough  unless 
they  give  him  maintenance  money,  and 
in  certain  cases,  especially  in  large  fowns 
like  Liverpool,  it  has  been  found  that 
poor  children  have  been  unable  to  hold 
a  scholarship  because  they  have  not  the 
necessary  maintenance,  and*  they  have, 
therefore,  been  obliged  to  give  it  up ;  but 
now  as  the  Liverpool  County  Council 
provide  the  maintenance,  no  scholarships 
are  thrown  up,  showing  that  there  was  no 
disinclination  to  allow  the  children  to  go 
on  advancing  in  their  education,  but  that 
it  was  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case 
which  prevented.  That  raises  a  very 
grave  question,  how  feu:  you  are  to  give 
assistance  in  these  cases  from  the  rates ; 
but  that  the  State  should  provide  for 
childreu  and  undertake  theirmainteuance, 
as  well  as  to  give  them  allowances  in  the 
nature  of  scholarships,  is  one  of  thoee 
serious  questions  which  I  would  rather 
not  go  into  on  the  present  occasion.  My 
noble  Friend  has  spoken  of  assisted 
education  in  prospect.  I  must  decline 
altogether  to  enter  into  an  argument 
with  regard  to  free,  as  distinguished  from 
assisted  education.  I  will  only  now  say 
this,  that  nothing  would  induce  me 
to  go  into  that  system  of  assisted  educa- 
tion by  grants  if  1  thought  it  would 
interfere  with  the  independent  spirit  of 
parents,  or  with  the  system  of  religious 
education  in  the  country,  which  I  hope 
will  continue,  as  the  whole  education 
of  the  country  begun  upon  it. 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
should  in  any  way  further  the 
interests  of  education  by  entering  into 
any  further  discussion  on  this  question. 
If  I  had  been  addressed  by  my  noble 
Friend  in  reference  to  any  particular 
pointa  of  the  Code,  I  should  liave  been 
ready  to  give  any  explanation  in  my 
power;  but  that  has  not  been  the  case. 
The  discussion  has  been  academic.  It 
has  been  a  discussion  on  the  system. 
I  do  not  think  it  has  been  a  useful 
discussion,  that  it  can  serve  any  useful 
^purpose,  or  that  your  Lordships,  from 
the '  appearance  of  the  Benches,  take  a 
very  deep  interest  in  it;  and,  there- 
fore, I  will  for  the  present  adjourn 
it,  believing  that  next  year  we  shall  be 
able  'to  discuss  the  subject  with  far 
greater  facilities  than  we  have  at  present. 
Viscount  Cranbrook 


Great  changes  have  been  made  in  our 
system  of  education  within  the  experi- 
ence of  my  noble  Friend,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  he  will  look  to  the  change  in  poUio 
opinion  in  dealing  with  any  fntore 
system  of  education ;  but  what  we  have 
all  to  do  ia  to  look  at  the  matter  in  the 
concrete  form  in  which  it  will  be  befcne 
us  next  year,  and  any  discussion  on  those 
issues  will,  I  hope,  be  far  more  valuable 
than  any  present  expression  of  shadowy 
views.  I  hope,  therefore,  my  noble 
Friend  will  not  press  to  a  Division  this 
Resolution,  which  would  pledge  us  to 
nothing,  and  could  only  throw  us  iato 
confusion. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  with- 
drawn. 

EDUCATION. 
"  Betum  of  all  money  voted  by  Puliamoit 
for  education  in  the  year  ending  April  Ust,  for 

1.  Public  eduoation,'elementary  and  tech- 

oical,  in  England,  ticotlaiid,  and  In- 
land; 

2.  Science  and  Art  Department,  indadiog 

agticulture; 

3.  Beformatory  and  iodastrial  achoola; 

4.  Univeieity    colleges     in     the    United 

Kingdom ; 

5.  Military  and  naval  colleges,  aoadenuM, 

and  schools : 
Ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Hooae." — {Tkt 
Lord  NtrtoH.) 

childben's  ufe  imsurancg  bill. 
(No.  97.) 

Select  Committee  on :  The  Lords  following 
were  named  of  the  Committee : — 
L.  Chancellor.  L.  Ker.    (Jf.  IMkitn.) 

K  Derby.  i>.  Poltimore. 

E.  Spencer.  i>.      Brougham     and 

E.  Harrowby.  Vaux. 

£.  Beauchamp.  L.  Kinnaird. 

E.  Selbome.  L.  Norton. 

L.  Bp.  Peterborough.      L.  UerscheU. 
L.  Bp.  Bipon.  L.  Thring. 

L.  CiiSbrd  of  Chud- 

leigh. 

The  Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next,  at 
Three  o'clock,  and  to  appoint  their  own  Ohait- 
man. 

KEW  AND  PETEESHAM  VICARAGE 

BILL.— (No.  77.) 
MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL.— (No.  119.) 
Read    3*   (according    to    order),  and 
passed. 

Uonso  adjourned  at  ton  minutes  brfix* 

Six  o'clock,  tu  Monday  next,  t 

quarter  before  Eleven  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OP    COMMONS, 
Friday,  80th  June,  1890. 


QUESTIONS. 


AMERICAN  CATTLE. 
Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  AfEairs  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  resolu- 
tion passed  on  the  11th  inst  by  the 
United  States  Senate,  calling  on  the 
I'resident  to  negotiate  for  secnring  the 
modification  of  the  present  rales  regard- 
ing the  importation  of  American  cattle 
into  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  if  Her 
Majesty's  Goremment  wUI,  in  the 
declared  absence  of  anj  other  commercial 
lever  for  the  redaction  of  hostile  tariSs, 
require  that  the  modification  by  America 
of  the  proposed  prohibitiye  duties  npon 
the  products  of  the  United  Kingdom 
shall  be  a  condition  precedent  to  any 
negotiations  whatever? 
•Thb  under  secretary  op  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  J.  Fergus- 
son,  Manchester,  N.E.)  :  Restrictions  upon 
the  importation  of  cattle  into  the  United 
Kintrdom  are  based  solely  upon  sanitary 
considerations,  and  hare  no  regard  to 
the  fiscal  system  adopted  by  other 
countries. 

GROCERS'  LICENCES. 
Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ebccheqner 
whether  grocers'  licences  are  included  in 
the  Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise) 
BillY 

•The  PRESIDENT  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  O«otge's) :  Perhaps  I 
may  bo  allowed  to  answer  the  question. 
Grocers'  licences  are  not  included. 

Major  RASCH :  Are  other  oS-licences 
included  t 

•Me.  RITCHIE:  No;  there  are  no  off- 
licences  included  in  the  Bill  at  all ;  but 
there  are  Amendments  on  the  Paper  ask- 
ing tiie  House  to  insert  off-licences  in  the 
suspensory  clauses  of  the  Bill. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  TARIFF  BILL. 
Mr.  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 


Foreign  Affeirs  whether,  by  the  Tariff 
Bill  passed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  of  the  United  States  nemine  eon- 
tradicente,  and  only  awaiting  the 
confirmation  of  the  Senate  and  President 
to  cOme  into  force,  it  is  proposed  'to 
increase  the  duties  on  Sheffield  pocket 
knives  to  100  per  cent,  ad  valorem  from 
50  per  cent,  as  now,  on  Sheffield  razors  to 
75  per  cent,  ad  valorem  from  50  per 
cent.,  on  Sheffield'  carving  and  cooks' 
knives  to  70  per  cent,  ad  valorem  from 
35  per  cent,  as  now,  on  Sheffield  table 
cutlery  to  60  per  cent,  instead  of  35  per 
cent,  as  now,  on  Sheffield  scissors  and 
shears  to  45  per  cent,  instead  of  35  per 
cent,  as  now,  on  Birmingham  breechload- 
iug  guns  from  80  per  cent,  to  100  per 
cent,  ad  valorem;  and  if  analogous 
prohibitive  duties  are  placed  by  the 
Bill  upon  other  productions  of  Great 
Britain,  and  notably  of  South  Wales, 
Lancashire,  Glasgow,  and  Belfast ! 

Mr.  H.  KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN 
(Kent,  Faversham)  :  It  is  also  posroped 
by  the  Tariff  Bill  to  increase  the  duty 
on  hops. 

•<«IB  J.  PERGUSSON:  I  cannot  say 
offliand  whether  it  is  proposed  to  alter 
the  duty  on  hops.  In  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion on  the  Paper,  I  stated,  in  answer  to 
a  somewhat  similar  question  on  the  6th 
of  May,  that 

"  It  appears  to  be  intended  in  the  new  Tariff 
Bill,  submitted  to  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  whole  to  increase 
the  Import  Duties  on  SheCSeld  cutlery  and 
edged  tools  from  50  to  100  per  cent.,  though  in 
some  classe*  of  edged  tools  a  decrease  seems  to 
be  intended.  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  are 
not  in  a  position  to  judge  what  the  amount  of 
ralue  will  bo." 

The  duties  on  the  productions  of  the 
other  districts  named  in  the  question  will 
also  be  increased;  but  as  in  certain 
instances  the  basis  of  duty — namely,  from 
ad  valorem  to  weight — is  altered,  it  is 
not  prudent  to  hazard  an  opinion  what 
the  rate  of  increase  will  really  be,  nor 
whether  the  new  rates  will  be  "  prohibi- 
tive duties."  We  must,  however, 
assume  that  the  effect  will  be  to  enhance 
the  existing  duties. 

Me.  HOWARD  VINCENT:  I  beg  to 
give  notice,  in  consequence  of  the  answer 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  to  this  question, 
and  also  to  my  previous  one,  that  as  the 
American  Tariff  proposals  will  inflictgreat 
injuiy  upon  the  trade  of  Sheffield  and 
upon  British  traders  and  artisans  in  other 
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parts  of  (he  ooimtry,  I  shall,  if  they 
are  carried  into  operation,  invite  the 
Honse  to  consider,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
whether  a  free  market  should  be  longer 
given  to  the  competing  productions  of  a 
foreign  State  putting  prohibitive  duties 
upon  British  goods. 

THE  TELEPHONE. 
Sir  J.  PULESTON  (Devonport): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  Qeneial 
whether  any  decision  has  been  arrived  at 
as  to  the  action  to  be  taken  in  reference 
to  the  telephone  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
can  state  it  to  the  UonseP 
•The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
R'AiKES,  Cambridge  University) :  I  have 
to  announce  that  the  Government  do 
not  intend  to  give  notice  to  purchase 
the  undertakings  of  the  telephone  com- 
panies at  the  end  of  the  first  period  of 
their  licence,  namely,  the  31st  of 
December  next. 

LLANDILO  LOCAL  BOARD. 
Me. LLOYD  MORGAN  (Carmarthen, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Local  Board  of  Llandilo,  Car> 
marthenshire,  in  expending  a  sum  of 
money  in  a  manner  which  they  are  not 
by  law  authorised  to  expend  it ;  whether, 
on  the  12th  of  June,  in  reply  to  a 
communication  on  the  subject,  he  stated 
that  the  Board  had  acted  illegally  in 
authorising  such  expenditure,  and  that 
the  decision  of  the  Auditor  in  allowing 
it  could  not  be  sustained  in  law  ;  whether 
he  declined  to  interfere  with  such  un- 
authorised expenditure  by  the  Board, 
and  such  illegal  decision  of  the  Auditor ; 
and  whether  he  will  re-consider  the 
matter  with  a  view  to  compelling  the 
Board  to  act  legally,  and  to  directing 
the  Auditor  to  disallow  the  amount  1 
•Mb.  RITCHIE :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  received  an  appeal  from  two 
ratepayers  of  Llandilo  against  a  decision 
of  the  District  Auditor  in  allowing 
£3  18s.  4d.  in  the  accounts  of  the  Local 
Board  for  the  year  ending  Lady  Day, 
1889,  in  respect  of  the  lighting  and 
repair  of  a  clock  in  the  tower  of  Llandilo 
Ghuroh.  The  clock  in  question,  it 
appears,  was  presented  to  the  town  in 
commemoration  of  Her  Majesty's 
Jubilee,  and  is  stated  to  have  been  placed 
in  the  Church  tower  becanse  it  was 
Mr.  Howard  Vincent 


regarded  as  the  most  suitable  place 
for  it.  The  Board,  upon  the  appeal 
against  the  disallowance,  decided  that 
as  the  clock,  although  presented  to 
the  town,  was  not  the  property  of 
the  Local  Board  they  had  no  statu- 
tory authority  for  the  expenditure  which 
they  had  incurred,  and  the  Board 
informed  the  Local  Board  and  the 
District  Auditor  accordingly.  The  Board, 
however,  considered  that  the  circum- 
stances were  not  such  as  to  require  tiiat 
the  members  of  the  Local  Board  who 
had  authorised  the  payment  should  be 
called  upon  personally  to  refund  the 
sums  iu  question,  and  they  therefore  in 
the  exercise  of  the  discretion  vested  in 
them  by  the  statute  allowed  the  charge 
to  remain  in  the  accounts.  The  Board's 
decision  applies  only  to  the  expenditure 
in  the  year  ended  I^dy  Day,  1889.  If 
future  expenditure  of  tiaa  kind  is 
incurred  and  charged  on  the  rates  it  can 
be  objected  to  at  the  audita  and  will  no 
doubt  be  disallowed  by  the  Auditor. 

MEETINGS  IN    TRAFALGAR    8QUAKE. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment if  the  proclamation  of  the  last  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police  but  one  (Sir 
Charles  Warren),  relative  to  meetings  in 
Trafalgar  Square,  still  holds  good  after 
two  years;  if  the  poUoe  will  receive 
orders  to  interfere  with  a  meeting  calle3 
in  Trafalgar  Square  of  Temperance 
Reformers,  to  discuss  the  Compensation 
Clauses ;  and  if  the  Home  Office  will 
confer  with  the  London  County  Council 
on  this  matter  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  tor  thb 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  MATTHEire, 
Birmingham,  E.)  :  The  Regulation  issued 
by  Sir  C.  Warren  on  the  18th  of 
November,  1887,  as  to  meetings. in 
Trafalgar  Square,  still  holds  good,  and  I 
am  advised  that  no  re-issue  is  necessary. 
I  have  no  information  as  to  any  intended 
meeting  in  the  Square ;  but  I  must  r^at 
what  I  stated  in  this  House  on  the  15th 
of  May,  1888,  that  until  this  Regulation 
is  countermanded  the  duty  of  the  police 
will  be  to  prevent  any  puUic  meeting 
being  held  in  the  Square,  or  in  &e 
adjacent  thoroughfare. 

Me.  CAVENDISH  BENnNCK 
(Whitehaven) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   aware    that    the     inhabitants   of 
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London    are    entirely  opposed    to    the 
holding  of  meetings  in  Trafalgar  Square  P 
Me.  MATTHEWS :   Yes ;    I  believe 
that  ifl  80. 

WAR  OFFICE  CONTRACTS— MATKRIfiL. 
Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  the 
qnality  of  the  projectiles  recently  ob- 
teined  from  abroad,  by  reason  of  the 
lower  foreign  tender,  was  equal  to  that 
proposed  to  be  supplied  from  Sheffield 
at  a  somewhat  higher  price ;  and  in 
what  way  it  was  or  will  be  tested  to 
show  that  the  £14  ^>er  projectile  saved 
in  cost  was  not  lost  in  the  material  and 
the  excellence  of  Sheffield  manufacture  ? 
•Thb  SECRETARY  at  STATE  poe 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Homcastle):  The  tests  for  armour- 
piercing  projectiles  are  laid  down  by  the 
Ordnance  Committee,  and  are  the  same 
wherever  the  shells  may  be  manufac- 
tured. The  contract  is  placed  with  a 
firm  of  great  reputation,  and  the  proofs 
have  been  quite  satisfactory. 

THE  MILITIA, 
Me.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Newing- 
ton,  W.J  :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  a  considerable 
number  of  Militia  battalions  are  still 
without  musketry  instructors;  and,  if 
so,  what  is  the  reason  of  the  deficiency  7 
•Me.  E.  STANHOPE:  There  are  31 
vacancies  for  musketry  instructors. 
Candidates  for  commissions  in  the  Army 
are  not  allowed  to  take  these  appoint- 
ments ;  and  most  of  the  present  subal- 
terns are  thus  debarred.  On  the  other 
hand,  captains,  though  eligible,  do  not 
care  to  give  up  their  company  duties, 
hence  the  deficiency.  During  training, 
however,  there  is  no  difficnlty  in  obtain- 
ing suitable  officers,  either  from  the  line 
or  from  other  Militia  battalions. 

PIEAOY  OF  BRITISH  COPYRIGHTS. 
Mb.  QUII/TER  (Suffolk,  Sudbury):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  large  quantity 
of  American  piracies  of  British  copy- 
right publications  of  engravings  and 
etchings  are  being  imported  into  this 
country,  with  the  cognisance  of  Her 
Majesfy's  Customs,  without  any  steps 
being  taken  to  seize  the  same  for  their 
infringement  of  the  Merchandise  Marks 


Act,  inasmuch  as  they  bear  no  imprint 
showing  where  they  were  printed,  in 
accordance  with  that  Act ;  and  whether 
steps  will  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  & 
trade  which  is  highly  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  British  Art  1 

•The  SECRETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.):  The 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  does  not  require 
a  statement  of  orig^.  The  Commissioners 
of  Customs  inform  me  that  they  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  men- 
tioned in  the  question,  but  will  be  glad 
to  make  inquiry  if  specific  information  is. 
laid  before  them. 

ENGINEER  STUDENTS. 

Mr.  BRADLAUQH  (Northampton): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty whether  he  can  state  the  reason 
why  the  standard  of  qualification  for  the 
entry  of  engineer  students  was  raised 
this  year,  and  why,  since  the  examina- 
tion, that  standard  has  been  lowered  to 
that  of  last  year ;  and  how  many  candi- 
dates attained  the  higher  standard  of 
qualification,  and  how  many  inferior 
candidates  have  been,  or  are  to  be, 
accepted  below  that  standard  1 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing)  :  The  standard  of  qualification  for 
the  entry  of  engineer  stadents  was  raised 
this  year,  because  the  advimtages  offered 
by  the  engineering  branch  of  the  Navy 
were  such  as  to  justify  the  Admiralty  in 
believing  that  a  more  capable  class  than 
heretofore  would  compete.  This  expectsr 
tion  was  justified  in  the  main.  This 
standard  still  remains  in  force ;  but,  as  I 
explained  before,  six  candidates  who 
came  up  to  the  previous  standard  were 
specially  entered  in  order  to  complete 
the  number  of  entries  required  for  the 
year. 

CAPE  COLONY. 
SiE  DONALD  CURRIE  (Perthshire, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  AfEairs  if  he  will  be 
good  enough  to  lar  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  Copies  of  the  letter  from  the 
Foreign  Office,  dated  the  12th  February, 
1889,  addressed  to  the  Colonial  Office, 
with  the  enclosure  therein  referred  to ; 
also,  Sir  Hercules  Robinson's  Despatch 
to  Lord  Knutsford,  dated  the  15th  April, 
1889  (No.  270),  with  the  enclosure  to 
the  said  letter,  being  a  Minute  of  the 
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Prime  Minister  of  the  Gape,  Sir  Gordon 
Sprigs,  addressed  to  the  Govercor  of 
Cape  Colony,  and  dated  Cape  Town,  9th 
April,  1889 1 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON:  These  Papers 
form  part  of  a  correspondence,  and  can- 
not be  given  separately.  It  will  be  con- 
sidered what  Papers  it  is  desirable  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House,  and  I  will  inform  the 
hon.  Member  as  soon  as  I  can. 

E.M.S.  SOBRIA. 
Sir  T.  ESMONDE  (Dublin  Co.,  S.) : 
1  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty if  the  Report  of  the  investigation 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  mutiny  on 
board  H.M.S.  Egeria  will  bo  laid  before 
the  House  7 

LoED  G.  HAMILTON :  The  Report 
of  this  inquiry  has  not  yet  been  received 
at  the  Admiralfy.  It  has  never  been 
customary  to  make  such  Reports  public 
and  there  is  no  reason  in  the  present 
instance  to  depart  from  that  rule. 

THE  C0MP0SIT0B8  OP  THE  SC0TTI8B 
LEADER. 
Me.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM 
{Lanark,  N.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment if  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  alleged  action  of  the  Scottish 
Leader  newspaper  in  forcibly  removing, 
by  the  aid  of  the  police,  all  the  com- 
positors who  were  members  of  the  Trade 
Union  (on  the  26th  May  1890);  if  they 
acted  in  their  legal  right  in  so  doing ; 
-and  if  the  terms  of  agreement,  which 
the  men  were  compelled  to  sign,  have 
been  brought  to  his  notice ;  and,  if  so, 
do  they  constitute  a  violation  of  the 
Truck  Act  ?  In  putting  this  question,  I 
wish  to  make  a  brief  explanation.  I 
believe  this  is  the  first  occasion  in 
which  such  a  question  has  been  asked 
in  this  House.  These  men  consider 
themselves  to  have  been  ill-treated,  and 
they  come  to  Parliament  as  a  last  resource 
in  order  to  guide  the  public  in  the 
matter.  The  compositors  in  question 
were  employed  on  the  Scottish  Leader 
newspaper  in  Edinburgh,  and  they 
were    dismissed   for  joining   a    Trades 

Union 

•Mb.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  exceeding  the  limits  of 
a  question. 

Sir  Donald  Currie 


Mb.  C.  GRAHAM :  Do  I  understand 
that  I  am  at  liberty  to  put  my  qaes- 
tion? 
•Me.  SPEAKER:  The  question  on  the 
Paper  is  perfectly  in  order. 

Me.  C.  GRAHAM:  Then  I  beg  to 
put  it. 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Scotch  Office  and  by  the  Chief  In- 
spector of  Factories  that  they  have  no 
information  as  to  the  facts  referred  to. 
Inquiries  will,  however,  be  made  by 
both  Departments  without  delay. 

THE  ANGLO-aERMAN  AGREEMEKT. 

Me.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  AfEairs  whether 
the  Stevenson  Road  is  itself  the  bonndoiy 
between  the  English  and  Germnn 
territories ;  whether  the  boundary  is 
drawn  with  regard  to  the  strategical 
requirements  of  any  future  railway  or 
other  means  of  communication  connect- 
ing the  Lakes  Tanganyika  and  Nyassa ; 
and  whether  there  is  already  existing 
free  transit  for  English  goods  across 
Damaraland ;  and,  if  not,  whether,  in 
view  of  the  German  extension  permitted 
to  the  Zambesi,  this-  matter  will  receive 
the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment? 

•SiE  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  Stevenson 
Road  itself  is  not  to  be  the  boundary. 
The  boundary  is  certainly  intended  to  be 
drawn  so  as  to  facilitate  communication 
by  railway  or  otherwise  between  the 
two  Lakes.  Transit  across  Damaraland 
is  subject  to  local  imposts  and  conditions, 
as  in  other  territories  where  no  special 
agreement  to  the  contrary  exists ;  but 
negotiations  are  still  proceeding  with 
reference  to  that  quarter,  and  the  matter 
wUI  be  borne  in  mind. 

Me.  O'KELLY  (Roscommon,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Aftairs  whether 
the  principle  laid  down  in  the  Agree- 
ment with  Germany  in  reference 
to  East  Africa,  "  that  the  Hinterland 
belongs  of  right  to  the  Power  holding  the 
Coast  Line,"  will  bo  appUed  to  the 
Portuguese  possessions  in  Africa  in 
cases  of  dispute  between  Great  Britain 
and  Portugal  t 

Me.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.): 
May  I  ask  whether  the  same  principle 
is  to  be  admitted  by  Germany  as 
applicable  to  the  territory  ruiming  east- 
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wards  from  Walfish  Bay  to  the  comer  of 
Bechnanaland ! 

•SiK  J.  FERGUSSON:  It  is  evident 
that  the  principle  cannot  be  of  nniversal 
application.  Each  case  mnst  be  con- 
sidered on  its  own  merits. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Are  the  Govern- 
ment prepared  to  recommend  the  cession 
of  some  of  the  Channel  Islands  to  France 
in  retom  for  concessions  in  respect  of  the 
Newfoundland  Fisheries  1 

•Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 
Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
A&irs  whether  the  Heads  of  Agreement 
published  in  the  Berlin  Official  Gazette, 
and  reprinted  in  the  Times  of  Jane  18th, 
represent  the  terms  of  Agreement  with 
Ctennany  so  far  as  yet  concluded ; 
whether  this  Paper  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House ;  and  when  other 
Papers  relating  to  the  negotiations  with 
Germany  as  regards  Africa,  and  as 
regards  the  proposed  cession  of  Heligo- 
land, will  be  circulated  ? 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON:  Either  in 
translation  or  transcription  the  text  of 
the  publication  in  question  does  not 
appear  to  be  quite  accurate.  Lord  Salis- 
bury's Despatch,  which  has  been  laid  on 
the  Table,  represents  the  outline  of  the 
proposed  Agreement  as  in  the  hands  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  That  out- 
line is  in  course  of  development,  but 
the  details  ara  subject  to  modification. 
It  is,  therefore,  inexpedient  to  present 
anything  farther  until  the  Convention 
has  been  completed. 

Mb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  present  to 
Parliament  Papers  relating  to  the  Agree- 
ment with  Germany  for  the  settlement 
of  African  questions  before  the  Bill  for 
the  surrender  of  Heligoland  is  intro- 
duced ;  and,  if  so,  when  these  Papers 
will  be  presented  ? 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON:  Papers  relating 
to  the  Agreement  will  be  presented  to 
Parliament  I  understand  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  introduce  the  Bill  for  the  cession 
of  Heligoland  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
hon.Member's  word  surrender  is  inappro- 
priate. The  Papers  cannot  be  completed 
until  the  negotiations  are  finished,  but 
they  will  be  presented  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    [third  series.] 


Mr.  BRYCE:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  the  House  any  idea 
when  the  negotiations  are  likely  to  reach 
a  point  that  will  enable  a  Bill  to  be  in- 
troduced) 

•Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  cannot  say 
whether  it  will  be  possible  to  introduce 
a  Bill  before  the  Convention  is  signed. 

Sir  T.  ESMONDE  :  I  be^  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  steps  to  ascertain  whether 
the  people  of  Heligoland  are  satisfied 
to  become  Giermanised  ? 

•Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  ihe  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smijh,  Strand,  West- 
minster) :  We  have  ground  for  believing 
that  the  arrangements  made  will  have 
removed  the  chiif  objections  to  the 
transfer ;  but  we  could  hardly  expect 
or  wish  that  we  or  the  Heligolandtjrs 
should  part  without  mutual  regret. 

Sir  T.  ESMONDE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  steps  to  ascertain  whether 
the  people  of  Heligoland  are  satisfied  to 
become  Germanised? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  We  have  ground" 
for  believing  that  the  arrangements- 
made  will  have  removed  the  chief  ob- 
jections to  the  transfer ;  but  we  could 
hardly  expect  or  wish  that  we  or  the 
Heligolanders  should  part  without 
mutual  regret. 

Me.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh,  N.) : 
Might  1  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
he  seriously  intends  to  desert  the  loyal 
minority  in  Heligoland  1 

Mr.  O'KELLY  (Roscommon,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  before  agreeing  to  the  cession- 
of  Heligoland,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment consalted  the  Naval  Authorities  on 
the  actual  or  possible  strategic  value  of 
the  Island  of  Heligoland;  and,  if  not, 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
do  so  before  further  proceeding  with  the 
proposed  cession  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  O'KELLY  :  I  am  sorry  I  did  not 
catch  the  drift  of  the  answer.  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  not  give  a  more  intelligible 
answer  to  my  question  as  to  whether  the 
Naval  Authorities  have  been  consulted, 
or  whether  they  will  be  consulted  in  the 
future  ? 
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Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  am  sony  that 
the  answer  I  gave  waa  not  intelligible  to 
the  hoD.  Member.  It  waa  a  distinct 
affirmative  to  the  question  put — that  the 
Oovernment  had  consulted  the  Authori- 
ties  before  thej  came  to  a  decision  on 
this  question. 

Me.  O'KELLY:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Ctontleman  aware  that  Qeneral  Sir 
Andrew  Clarke  has  publicly  denounced 
the  cession  of  Heligoland  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMPfH :  Very  likely,  Sir; 
he  has  denounced  a  great  many  things. 

SAMOA. 
SiE  T.  ESMONDB:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  why  the  recent  Treaty 
has  not  yet  been  put  into  force  at  Samoa, 
and  when  it  will  be? 

•SiE  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  necessaiy 
steps  have  been  taken  by  Her  Majesty's 
Gh)Ternment  and  the  QoTernments  of 
the  other  contracting  Powers,  but  some 
time  is  required  for  making  the  local 
arrangements. 

THE  CASE  OF  CHARLES  JACKSON. 
Mb. CUNINGHAME GRAHAM:  Ibeg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  case  of  Charles  Jackson, 
formerly  constable  under  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works,  and  dismissed 
for  bringing  certain  accusations  against 
the  ofiScials  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
oi  Wandsworth  and  Clapham  ? 
•Me.  RITCHIE :  Seveml  letters  have 
been  addressed  to  the  Local  Crovemment 
Board  by  Charles  Jackson.  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  was  dismissed  from  his 
employment  under  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works ;  but  in  the  letters  which 
have  been  received  from  him  he  makes 
no  allei^tion  that  he  was  dismissed  in 
consequence  of  bringing  accusations 
aj^ainst  the  officials  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians.  He  has  been  an  inmate  of 
the  workhouse  of  the  Wandsworth  and 
Clapham  Union,  and  has  made  certain 
-complaints.  Copies  of  his  communica- 
tions have  been  forwarded  to  the  Guar- 
dians. 

CHINESE  GAMBLING  HOUSES  IN 

HONG  KONG. 
Me.  GROTRIAN  (Hull,  E.) :    I   beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 


the  Colonies  if  he  is  aware  that  it  it 
reported  from  Hong  Kong  that  Chinew 
gambling  houses  are  on  the  increase 
there ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Ck>vem- 
ment  can  adopt  any  means  for  their 
suppression  t 

The  under  SECRETARY  or  STATE 
FOE  THE  COLONIES  (Baron  H.  de  Wobmb, 
Liverpool,  Blast  Toxteth) :  No  Report  on 
the  subject  appears  to  have  reached  the 
Colonial  Office,  but  inquiry  will  be  made. 

THE  COUNTY  COUNCILS  AND  THE 
LOCAL  TAXATION  BILL. 

Captain  VERNBT  (Bucks,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  he  will  inform  the  House  how  many 
County  Councils  have  passed  and  for 
warded  to  him  resolutions  in  favour  of 
the  Compensation  Clauses  of  the  Local 
Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  and  how  many  resolutions  con- 
demning them? 

Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  tub  EXCH& 
QUER  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  So  far  aa  I  can  find— 
and  a  special  eye  has  been  kept  on 
communications  from  County  Couucib 
in  the  mass  of  correspondence  I  hare 
received — two  County  Councils  have 
sent  me  resolutions  against  the  so-calle4 
Compensation  Clauses  of  the  Local  Tac- 
tion Bill,  and  one  County  Council,  while 
expi-essing  a  general  approval  of  the 
Local  Taxation  Bill,  has  declined  to 
offer  an  opinion  one  way  or  another  on 
the  clauses  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEPEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  Does  the  answer  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  apply  to  Corporations  as 
well  as  County  Councils  ? 

Me.  GOSCHEN:  I  have  answered 
the  question  on  the  Paper,  which  relates 
to  County  Councils. 

GRANTS  FOR  SCIENCE. 
Mr.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  whether  he  h&s  received 
remonstrances  from  the  principal 
Educational  Authorities  and  Managers 
of  higher  elementary  schools  in  England 
and  Scotland  against  Article  40  of  the 
Science  and  Art  Department,  which  ex- 
clndes  scholars  in  public  elementary 
schools  from  being  henceforward  ex- 
amined or  earning  grants  in  science; 
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whether  he  has  seen  the  statement  of 
the  National  Association  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Technical  Education,  which 
•describes  this  circular  "as  one  of  the 
most  serious  blows  which  haye  been 
struck  for  some  years  at  the  development 
of  scientific  and  technical  education  " ; 
and  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
-feeling  with  which  the  circular  has  been 
received,  he  will  cause  it  to  be  with- 
drawn? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
<X)DNCIL  (Sir  W.  Haet  Dykk,  Kent, 
Dartford)  :  Representations  have  reached 
the  Department  that  the  effect  of  the 
circular  in  question  will  be  detrimental 
to  science  instraction  in  many  schools, 
and,  although  I  am  not  prepared  to  en- 
dorse the  language  in  which  the  circular 
has  been  'described,  I  have  already 
-stated  in  answer  to  a  question  that  this 
matter  is  under  consideration,  with  a 
■view  to  a  serious  modification  of  the 
Minute. 

NAVAL  UNIFORM. 

Captain  PRICE  (Devonport) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
what  alterations  in  Naval  OflScers'  uniform 
have  been  sanctioned  ;  and  whether,  for 
the  convenience  of  officers,  he  will  cause 
such  to  be  made  known  without  delay  ? 

LOED  G.  HAMILTON :  No  alterations 
in  the  established  uniform  of  Naval 
Officers  have  yet  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Admiralty.  A  Committee  of  Naval 
OfiScers,  under  the  presidency  of  Admiral 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh, is  at  present  inquiring  into  the 
subject,  but  I  cannot  state  when  they 
will  be  ready  to  make  their  Report. 

THE  CIVIL  SERVICE. 
Mb.  J.  KELLT  (Camberwell,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether,  in  view  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  Treasury  to  secure  uni- 
formity as  to  the  regulations  with  re- 
ference to  leave  and  sick  leave  throughout 
the  Civil  Service,  paragraph  9  of  the 
Order  in  Council  of  21st  March,  1890, 
will  be  made  to  apply  to  all  clerks  in 
the  Second  Division ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  annual  holidays  referred  to  in  para- 
graph 8  of  such  Order  in  Council  are  to 
be  subject  to  deductions  for  sick  leave 
under  Departmental  regulations  which 
were  in  force  prior  to  the  issue  of  the 
Order  in  Council  ? 


Me.  GOSCHEN  :  Clause  9  applies  to 
all  clerks  of  the  Second  Division,  and  I 
think  the  terms  of  it  are  sufficiently 
clear  to  require  no  further  interpre- 
tation. 

CHARGE  AGAINST  AN  ENGLISH 

CONSUL. 
Me.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Afiairs  whether  he 
has  observed  the  following  statement  in 
the  Primiero  de  Saniero  of  12th  June, 
an  Oporto  daily  newspaper,  respecting  a 
serious  crime  alleged  to  have  been  prac- 
tised in  Shir^  by  the  English  Consul : 
(translation) 

"  Persona  who  have  arrived  by  the  African 
Packet,  which  also  broug^ht  the  protest  of  the 
Governor  of  Quillimane,  onfirm  the  facta.  One 
of  the  two  Sepoya  waa  ahot  a^^inat  a  tree.  The 
other  waa  beaten  to  death  with  aticka  at 
Chicomo,  where  Consul  Buchanan  had  recently 
hoisted  the  Engliah  flag:  ....  The  two  Sepoys 
had  been  aent  un  a  mission  to  Inhacuana  Lundo 
by  .Tose  Cardero,  Governor  of  Massangire  .  .  . 
'Vhe  two  Sepoya  were  made  prisoners  when 
crossing  the  river,  and  were  murdered  ;" 

and  whether  he  has  received  any 
information  in  respect  to  this  transac- 
tion ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  communicate  it 
to  the  House  ? 

*SiB  J.  FERGUSSON:  The  latest 
Despatches  from  the  Acting  Consul  men- 
tion no  such  occurrences,  but  inquiries 
are  being  made. 

"SHARP  r.  WAKEFIELD." 
Me.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  :  I  had  intended  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table,  as 
Parliamentary  Papers,  the  following 
documents  in  connection  with  the 
licensing  case  of  "  Sharp  v.  Wakefield ; " 
the  statement  of  the  case,  and  the 
judgments  delivered  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal  t  but  at  the  request  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  I  will  postpone  it. 

THE  RUNNING  DOWN  OF  THE  08PRET. 
Majoe  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  will  instruct  the  Public 
Prosecutor  to  act,  in  reference  to  the 
verdict  of  manslaughter  returned  by  the 
Coroner's  Jury,  9th  June,  in  the  case  of 
the  running  down  of  the  smack  Osprey 
by  the  steamship  Henry  Morton  1 
3  H  2 
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•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  The  Director  of 
PabUc  Prosecutions  undertook  the 
prosecution  in  the  Osprey  case  on  the 
13th  in  St.,  and  procured  the  committal 
of  the  defendant  for  trial  on  a  charge  of 
manslaughter  on  the  18th  inst,  and  will 
conduct  the  case  at  the  ensuing  Maid- 
stone Assizes. 

IRISH  LIGHT  RAILWAYS. 

Me.  DALTON  (Donegal,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  General  Sankey,  in  his  recent 
yisit  to  Donegal  to  decide  on  the  fittest 
route  for  a  light  railway  in  North  West 
Donegal,  was  officially  accompanied  and 
advised  by  a  Mr.  Edmund  Murphy,  J.P., 
an  official  of  the  Board  of  Works ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Murphy  is 
a  Grand  Juror  of  County  Donegal,  and 
in  that  capacity  took  a  prominent  part 
at  the  last  Assizes  in  advocating  one  of 
the  competing  lines  proposed  for  that 
dib°trict ;  and  whether,  though  himself  an 
official  of  the  Board  of  Works,  he  was 
one  of  a  deputation  that  waited  on  the 
Board  of  Works  in  connection  with  this 
railway  line ;  whether,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  line  advocated  by  Mr.  Mnrphy, 
and  presumably  recommended  by  him  to 
General  Sankey,  meets  with  general 
opposition  from  the  people  of  North  West 
Donegal ;  and  whether  he  has  sanctioned 
the  practice  of  officials  of  the  Board  of 
Works  taking  part  officially  in  securing 
the  adoption  of  a  line  of  railway  iu  which 
they  are  personally  interested  ;  and,  if  not,- 
whether  he  will  convey  an  expression  of 
his  opinion  to  the  Board  of  Works  for  the 
guidance  of  their  officials  t 

Mb.  JACKSON:  lam  informed  that 
General  Sankey  at  Easter  paid  a  visit  to 
Donegal  for  the  purpose  of  informing 
himself  as  to  the  best  route.  He  was 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Murphy,  but  there 
was  no  official  character  Attached  to  the 
visit.  I  am  not  able  to  enter  into  details 
with  regard  to  the  question. 

Mk.  W.  REDMOND :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  the  Isist  part 
of  the  question, whether  he  has  sanctioned 
the  practice  of  officials  of  the  Board  of 
Works  taking  part  officially  in  securing 
the  adoption  of  a  line  of  railway  in 
which  they  are  personally  interested  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :*  No,  Sir.  I  have 
neither  sanctioned  it  nor  said  anything 
about  it.  I  am  not  aware,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  whether  Mr.  Murphy  is  an  offi- 


cial of  the  Board  of  Works.  I  take  it 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  General  Sankey 
to  avail  himself  of  the  resources  or  know- 
ledge of  anyone  who  was  capable  ol 
giving  him  information. 

Me.  W.  REDMOND :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  he  is  not  aware  whether 
Mr.  Mnrphy  is  an  official  of  the  Board 
of  Works  or  not.  I  regret  that  that 
answer  will  render  it  necessary  that  the 
question  should  be  repeated,  because  the 
crucial  point  is  whether  Mr.  Murphy  was 
an  official  or  not. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  In  my  judgment  ii 
does  not  affect  the  question  at  all. 

Me.  DALTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  tiie 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  can  giv« 
any  further  information  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  delay  in  granting  the  sum  of 
jE116,000,  recommended  *so  strongly 
by  the  Light  Railway  Commissioner^ 
and  approved  of  unanimously  by  the 
Grand  Jury  of  County  Don^^l  at  the 
last  Spring  Assizes,  in  favour  of  the 
Stranorlar  and  Glenties  line ;  whether 
it  is  a  fact  that  no  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed line  has  been  received  from  any 
quarter  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
Board  of  Works'  Report — 

"That  the  merits  of  the  proposed  Ugkt 
Railway  were  superior  from  all  points  of  vier 
SB  compared  with  any  other  Light  Railway 
which  might  be  constmcted  opening  up  com- 
munication through  the  same  district  as  the 
proposed  line," 

the  works  will  be  proceeded  with  without 
delay? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  r^ret  that  1  am 
not  iu  a  position  at  the  present  moment 
to  make  any  statement  in  regard  to  this 
line.  Any  declaration  of  the  decision  of 
the  Treasury  might  seriously  prejudice 
the  negotiations  now  going  on. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  give  the  House  any  ides 
how  soon  the  Government  will  be  able 
to  approach  the  question  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  hope  the  House 
will  be  content  for  the  present  with  the 
answer  I  have  given.  Negotiations  are 
going  on  with  regard  to  these  lines,  and 
.  I  am  doing  the  best  I  can  to  bring  about 
a  satisfactory  arrangement,  so  that  I  may 
be  able  to  make  an  announcement  to  the 
House.  I  can  assure  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  and  the  House  that,  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  no  unnecessary 
delay  will  take  place.  I  am  endeavouring 
to  make  arrangements  that  will  be  to 
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the  interest  of  the  counties  through 
which  these  lines  will  pass. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  all  the  arrangements  have  been 
before  the  Treasury  for  a  period  of  six 
months  t  I  do  not  say  whether  the  time 
has  been  too  long  or  too  short ;  but  they 
ha-re  been  under  consideration  for  a 
considerable  period.  May  I  hope  that 
before  the  end  of  the  Session,  or  before 
the  Irish  Estimates  are  brought  on — 
which  may  not  be  until  December — the 
arrangements  will  be  completed  ? 

Mk.  JACKSON  :  There  will  be  no 
delay  on  my  part. 

Mb.  cox  (Clare,  E.) :  Does  not  this 
line  run  through  a  laige  portion  of  an 
estate  that  is  merely  waste  land,  but  for 
which  the  owner  asks  for  compensation  1 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  have  no  know- 
led^. 

Mb.  CLANCT  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  :  Will 
the  final  arrangements  in  regard  to  these 
lines  be  made  before  the  matter  is  brought 
before  the  House  ?  If  so,  what  use  will 
there  be  in  bringing  the  matter  before 
the  House  at  all? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  hope  that  final 
arrangements  will  be  made  shortly,  but 
it  will  be  very  di£5cult  to  make  them  un- 
less the  Grovemment  assume  the  entire 
neeponsibility. 

Mb.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Treasury  are  prepared  to 
sanction  the  grant  recommended  by  the 
Board  of  Works  for  the  construction  of 
the  Baltimore  Extension  Light  Railway, 
and  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in 
proceeding  with  the  undertaking  which 
passed  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of 
Gork  at  the  Summer  Assizes  last  year  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Long, 
Wilts,  Devizes) :  My  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  has  asked 
me  to  state  that  negotiations  are  going 
on  which  he  hopes  will  result  in  the 
aiaking  of  the  rtdlw^. 

POOR'S  KATE  IN  LONDONDERRY. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  MCCARTHY  (London- 
•ierry)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is 
the  amount  of  Poor's  Rate  due  in  respect 
cf  holdings  valued  under  £i  5s.,  for 
which  the  immediate  lessors  are  liable 
■nder  1  and  2  Vic.  o.  56,  in  the  Union  of 
Londonderry? 


The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  Local  Government  Board  are 
informed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  London- 
derry Union  that  the  total  amount  of 
Poor's  Rate  due  by  immediate  lessors  in 
respect  of  holdings  in  the  Union 
valued  at  and  under  £i  per  anunm  is 
£13  148.  5d. 

POLICE  SHADOWING  IN  IRELAND. 

Me.  COX :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Mr.  John  Malone,  cattle  buyer  for  a 
Glasgow  firm  of  salesmasters,  has  been 
systematically  foUowed  by  policemen 
when  attending  to  his  busines  at  fairs  in 
the  County  Clare ;  whether  he  will  state 
the  reason  for  this  proceeding;  and  if 
Mr.  Malone's  claim  for  compensation  in 
consequence  of  loss  incurred  by  reason 
of  this  police  shadowing  will  receive  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Ck>vem- 
ment? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  John  Malone 
was  watched  at  certain  fairs  because 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  he  was 
a  boycotting  agent.  I  am  not  aware,  nor 
do  I  believe,  that  he  was  prevented  from 
doing  any  legitimate  business. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  act  on  the  principle 
that  because  a  man  is  suspected  of 
ruining  other  people's  business  his  own 
business  ought  to  be  ruined  also  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  ex- 
plained that  I  do  not  believe  this  mau's 
business  has  been  ruined. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.)  :  May  I 
repeat  a  question  which  I  put  the  other 
day  ?  Is  a  permanent  record  kept  to 
justify  a  responsible  authority  in  ordering 
a  particular  individual  to  be  shadowed  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  imagine  that 
there  are  records  kept  in  all  cases  of 
shadowing,  but  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  put  the  question  on  the 
Paper? 

CASTLEBLANEY  UNION. 
Mb.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the 
amount  of  Poor's  Rate  due  by  the  imme- 
diate  lessors  in  respect  of  holdings  valued 
at  £4  and  under  in  the  Union  of  Castle- 
blaney? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1491-       Afr.  Weldon,J.P. 


{COMMONS} 


Mr.  Wddon,  J.  P. 


1492; 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Tho  Local 
Govemmenb  Board  are  informed  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Castleblanej  Union  that  at 
present  only  one  immediate  lessor  in  the 
Union  owes  Poor's  Bate  in  respect  of  hold- 
ings valued  at  and  under  £4  per  annum, 
the  amount  due  being  £A  6s.  Id.  Pay- 
ment has  bdeq  promised. 

Mb.  BLANE  :  As  the  holding  is  so 
very  smsU  will  the  Local  Government 
Board  insist  on  payment  being  made  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  an- 
swer that  question. 

LAND    COMMISSION— ROSCOMMON 
COUNTY. 

Mr.  O'KELLY  (Roscommon,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  com- 
plaints have  reached  him  that,  although 
Mr.  Stephen  Connor,  of  Daughloon, 
Strokestown  Union,  County  Roscommon, 
served  his  landlord,  Mr.  J.  H.  Mahon, 
with  a  notice  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed  on 
the  11th  October,  1887,  no  hearing  of 
the  case  has  yet.  been  had  ! 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Land 
Commissioners  report  that  the  &cts  are 
snbetantially  as  stated.  The  application, 
however,  is  being  inserted  in  the  list  for 
hearing  at  Strokestown  on  the  24th  July. 

PPOINTMENT  OP  CATHOLIC  MAGIS- 
TRATES IN  IRELAND. 
Mb.  MATTHEW  KENNY  (Tyrone, 
Mid)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the 
Vice  Lieutenant  of  County  Tyrone  has 
rejected  the  prayer  of  a  Memorial,  very 
extensively  signed  by  the  principal 
inhabitant  of  Dromore  and  vicinity, 
asking  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  P. 
M'Langhlin  to  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace ;  if  the  refusal  to  appoint  Mr. 
M'Laughlin  is  due  to  the  fact  that  he  is 
a  Catholic;  if,  at  the  same  time,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  has  appointed  an  addi- 
tional Protestant  (Mr.  Frederick  Guy)  to 
the  Dromore  Bench  of  Magistrates, 
although  it  has  been  recently  broi^ht.  to 
his  notice  that  there  are  already  nine 
Protestant  and  only  one  Catholic  Magis- 
trate in  the  district ;  and  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  Catholic  population  in  the  dis- 
trict largely  preponderates  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  informed 
that  a-Memorialin  favour  of  the  appoint- 
ment to  the  Magistracy  of  the  County 
Tyrone  of  Mr.  M'Laughlin,    a    f£|,rmer 


residing  in  the  Dromore  District,  was 
presented  to  the  Vice  Lieutenant  of  the. 
County,  and  was  not  acceded  to,  but  the 
refusal  to  appoint  Mr.  M'Laughlin  was 
not  on  the  ground  of  his  religion,  as  the' 
Vice  Lieutenant  is  always  glad  to  re- 
commend Roman  Catholics  when  pro- 
perly qualified  persons  of  that  religions 
denomination  are  brought  to  his  notice. 
The  Vice  Lieutenant,  in  recommending 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Frederick 
Andrew  Gny  (who  is  a  Presbyterian), 
informed  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  Mr. 
Guy  was  recommended  to  him  by  persons 
of  every  religion  and  class  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  that,  having  inquired  into  hia 
qualifications,  he  found  him  to  be  well- 
fitted  to  be  a  Magistrate.  I  have  no  in- 
formation as  to  the  relative  proportion  of 
the  several  religions  denominations  in 
the  district. 

Mb.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.):  What 
are  the  grounds  of  the  refusal  'i 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  cannot  say ; 
it  is  a  matter  which  rests  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Vice  Lieutenant. 

Me.  M.  KENNY :  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  I  will  raise  the  question  again. 

Mb.  WELDON,  J.P. 

Me.  FINUCANE  (Limerick,  E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  die 
Lord  Lientenant  of  Ireland,  with  regard 
to  the  case  of  J.  Weldon,  J.P.,  Ashill, 
Kilmallock,  County  Limerick,  who. 
assaulted  a  cattle  dealer  from  Tipperary, 
at  Knocklong  Fair,  in  October  last,  and 
in  whose  case,  at  the  last  Spring  Assizes 
in  Limerick,  a  Jury  awarded  to  the  said 
cattle  dealer  a  sum  of  £60  and  costs, 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  will  be  directed  to  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Weldon  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  understand 
the  Lord  Chancellor  has  considered  this 
case,  and  taking  the  circumstances  into 
account  sees  no  reason  for  further  action. 

Me.  SEXTON :  What  were  the  circum- 
stances which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  induced  him  to  treat  ths 
case  of  assault  lightly  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  not  my 
duty  to  explain,  but  I  believe  it  wa» 
found  that  the  &cts  of  the  case  were  of 
a  very  trivial  nature. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Was  not  Mr. 
White,  of  GlengarufE,  removed  from  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  when  he 
assaulted    a    man    in    the    same    way. 
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althoiigh  ifc  was  6nly  a  base  of  debtor 
and  creditor  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  fact  that 
it  was  a  catie  of  debtor  and  creditor  may 
hare  made  the  circumstances  more  im- 
portant. 

BOYCOTTING. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  IrelandL,  in  reference  to  the 
proaecntion  of  Patrick  Keefe,  William 
Kent,  Thomas  Kent,  George  Muloahj, 
John  Toohy,  Pat  Walsh,  John  Donovan, 
and  James  Donoyan,  of  Coolagowan, 
Cork,  on  a  ch^:ge  of  boycotting, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  large  number 
of  prosecutions  and  imprisonments  (in- 
cluding that  of  Father  O'Dwyer  tuid  a 
number  of  respectable  farmers  in  the 
locality)  have  already  taken  place  in 
connection  with  charges  arising  out  of 
the  alleged  taking  of  this  same  farm  at 
Towermore ;  and  whether  it  is  open  to 
Mr.  Robert  Browne,  the  present  holder 
of  this  &rm,  to  bring  these  prosecu- 
tions under  the  Criminal  Law  and 
Procedure  Act ;  and,  if  so,  why  have  the 
Local  Constabulary  Authorities  gone  to 
the  expense  and  trouble  of  instituting 
this  large  number  of  prosecutions  when 
it  lay  within  the  power  of  the  private 
individual  concerned  to  more  in  the 
matter! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  understand 
that  there  were  three  previous  prosecu- 
tions in  connection  with  offences  com- 
mitted in  consequence  of  the  farm 
having  been  taken  by  a  new  tenant. 
The  boycotting  conspiracy  in  this  case 
was  80  determined,  and  its  results  were 
so  serious,  as  to  affect  in  a  most 
prejudicial  manner  the  peace  of  the 
whole  district,  and  was  carried  on  so 
generally  as  to  be  even  introduced  into 
the  Roman  Catholic  Chapel,  where,  for 
over  two  months,  the  most  disgraceful 
scenes  were  enacted  Sunday  after  Sun- 
day. It  is  open  to  any  person  to  prose- 
cute for  any  offence  committed  against 
himself.  But  in  prosecutions  for  criminal 
conspiracy,  unlawful  assembly,  and  all 
prosecutions  where  the  general  public 
peace  is  involved,  the  prosecutions  are 
invariably  instituted  by  the  Crown. 

Mb.  FLYNN:  Is  tho  right  hon. 
Oentlenun  aware  that  more  than  20 
persons,  including  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest,  have  suffered  terms  of  imprison- 


ment for  refusing  to  work  with  or  deal 
with  particnlar  individualn  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUH:  I  must  ask 
for  notice  of  that  question. 

LAKD  COMMISSION- VALUERS' 
KEP0RT8. 

Mb.  M.  HEALY  (Cork):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land whether  he  will  state  what  the 
present  practice  of  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
mission is  as  regards  obtaining  the 
Report  of  an  ofScial  valuer  on  the  hear- 
ing of  fair  rent  appeals ;  whether  such 
Report  is  now  obtained  by  the  Land 
Commission  on  their  own  Motion  in  all 
or  in  any,  and,  if  so,  in  what  cases,  and  at' 
whose  expense ;  and  whether  either  of;. 
the  litigant  parties  can,  on  application, 
cause  such  a  Report  to  be  procured  on 
payment  of  any  fee  or  without  pay- 
ment? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  toe-. 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  Land  Commissioners 
report  that  in  appeal  cases  where  the' 
appellant  has  stated  that  the  appeal  is 
brought  merely  with  reference  to  the 
holding  for  the .  purposes  of  rent,  the 
Land  Commissioners,  so  far  as  is  possible, 
direct  valuations  -to  be  made  by  the 
Appeal  Court  valuers  prior  to  the  hear- 
ing of  the  appeal.  The  Commissioners 
obtain  each  valuation  on  their  own- 
motion,  and  in  such  cases  and  for  such- 
sittings  as  they  consider  most  desirable. 
The  valuations  are  obtained  without 
expense  to  the  parties.  When  obtained, 
the  result  is  forthwith  communicated  to 
the  appellant  free  of  charge.  Either 
party  can  obtain  a  detailed  copy  of  the 
Valuer's  Report  for  Is.  The  valuer 
communicates  the  date  of  his  intended 
inspection  to  both  landlord  and  tenant. 
Both  prior  to,  and  at  the  hearing,  if  either 
party  makes  it  manifest  to  the  Commis- 
sioners that  special  circumstances  exist 
which  render  a  valuation  desirable,  the 
Commissioners,  when  it  is  possible  to  do 
80,  order  a  valuation  to  be  made. 

Mb.  M.  HEALY:  Do  I  understand 
that  there  has  been  a  violation  of  the 
Act  in  all  cases  where  a  valuer  has  been 
employed  ? 

Me.  MADDEN :  No,  Sir ;  where  a 
question  of  value  arises,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  power  to  appoint  a  valuer.. 
It  is  not  absolutely  imperative. 
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POSTAL  ACCOMMODATION  IN  GALWAT 
BAY. 
Mb.  FOLEY  (Galway,  Connemara)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  Greneral 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  population  of 
over  4,000  people,  inhabiting  a  group  of 
islands  at  the  mouth  of  Galwaj  Bay,  are 
altogether  unprovided  with  postal  ac- 
commodation, the  group  including  the 
islands  of  Garamna,  LittermuUen,  and 
Littermore,  with  other  smaller  islands ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  among  the 
inhabitants  of  these  islands  are  two 
Boman  CathoUc  Clergymen,  two  Poor 
Law  Guardians,  11  National  School 
Teachers,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
•iiopkeepers  and  other  residents,  who 
feel  it  a  great  hardship  in  having  no 
postal  communication  with  the  mainland ; 
and,  whether  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  cost  to  the  Government  of  a  three 
day  service,  with  which  the  people  would 
be  satisfied  (including  an  o£5ce  on  one  of 
the  islands),  would  only  be  £12  16s.  a 
year,  while  smaller  communities  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  are  provided 
with  a  daily  post  at  more  than  quadruple 
the  amount,  he  will  consider  the  possi- 
bility of  granting  the  request  for  this 
postal  service ! 

*Mb.  RAIEES  :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state 
that  I  have  sanctioned  the  establishment 
of  a  post  three  days  a  week  from  Carraroe 
to  Tiernee,  an  arrangement  which  T 
understand  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  inlands  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member. 

CASE  OF  MR.  U.  D.  FISHER,  MUNSTER 
SXPRESS. 
Mr.  RICHARD  POWER  (Waterf ord) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Mr. 
H.  D.  Fisher,  of  Waterford,  has  been  im- 
prisoned for  the  publication  of  reports 
of  National  League  meetings  in  the 
MunaUr  Express,  although  it  was 
proved  at  the  trial  that  he  did  not  sign 
the  certificate  of  registration  as  publisher, 
and  no  evidence  was  given  that  he  was 
the  editor  or  publisher  of  that  news- 
paper? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  lam  informed 
that,  notwithstanding  the  cironmstance 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member,  ample 
evidence  was  produced  that  Mr.  Fisher 


was  printer  and  publisher  of  the  news- 
paper mentioned. 

Me.  sexton  :  Was  there  evidence 
forthcoming  that  Mr.  Fisher  signed  the 
certificate  1  Will  he  indicate  what  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  was  which  fixed 
him  with  the  responsibility  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No  Sir;  I 
cannot.  If  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  conviction,  it  is  poesiUfi 
for  the  person  aggrieved  to  obtain  a 
remedy. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND :  Was  the  charge 
against  Mr.  Fisher  that  he  had  published 
reports  of  branches  of  the  Irish  National 
LeEkgue  which  had  not  been  attempted 
to  be  suppressed  by  the  right  hon. 
G«ntleman  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  If  the  hon. 
Cbntleman  requires  details,  I  must  ask 
him  to  put  the  question  on  the  Paper, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  reports 
were  of  a  criminal  nature. 

THE  BALLYMENA  GUARDIANS. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  hisAttention  has  been 
called  to  the  report  in  the  Belfast  News 
Letter  of  the  17th  instant.  Of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Gtiardians  at  Ballymena,  County 
Antrim ;  and  whether,  considering  the 
serious  charges  preferred  against  the 
master  and  other  officials  of  the  work- 
house tnere,  he  will  'direct  a  sworn 
inquiry  to  bo  held  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  these  charges  t 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Local 
Government  Board  inform  me  that  they 
had  this  matt«r  before  them,  and  that, 
in  accordance  with  their  usual  piactioe, 
they  purpose  in  the  first  instance  to  for- 
ward to  the  master  and  matron  a  copy  of 
the  complaints  made  against  tJiem,  and 
to  require  them  to  furnish  an  explana- 
tion in  writing.  The  Board  will  then  he 
in  a  position  to  determine  whether  a 
sworn  inquiry  should  be  held. 

THE  LAND  PURCHASE  ACTS. 
Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle-on" 
Tyne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  application  for  advances  up 
to  the  end  of  March  last,  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  of  1885  and  188«, 
amounted  to  £8,708,808 ;  for  what  sum 
applications  have  been  lodged  between 
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the  end  of  March  and  15th  June ;  and, 
if  the  average  of  applications  per  month 
be  maintained,  at  what  date  the  funds 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Land  Commission 
would  be  exhansted} 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUK:  The  Land 
Commissioners  report  that  the  applica- 
tions nnder  the  Land  Pnrchase  Acts  to 
tiie  end  of  March  last  amounted  to 
:e8,708,808.  The  amount  of  advances 
applied  for  between  the  end  of  March 
and  the  16th  of  June,  inclusive,  was 
.£257,356.  The  total  amount  of  ad- 
vances applied  for  to  the  16th  of  June, 
1890,  was  £8,966,164,  from  which  is  to 
ba  deducted  for  applications  refused 
£930,571.  This  leaves  a  balance  of 
JB1,964,407  available  for  future  applica- 
tions. Assuming  that  the  amounts 
sanctioned  will  continue  per  month  at 
the  average  of  the  past,  which,  however, 
must  be  mere  conjecture,  the  funds  in 
question  at  the  disposal  of  the  Land 
Commission  would  be  exhausted  in  about 
14  months. 

THE  ACOIDBNT  TO  THE  CITY  OF  SOME. 
Me.  WEBB  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  with  reference  to  the  City  of  Rome 
having  struck  the  Fastnet  Bock  on 
Sunday,  8th  June,  about  5  a.m.,  whether, 
although  daylight,  the  lamp  of  the  light- 
house was  alight;  and'  whether  it  was 
only  after  the  vessel  struck  that  the 
guncotton  fog  signalling  apparatus  on 
tiie  rock  was  put  into  operation  7 

*Thi  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.):  The  Board  of  Trade  have  directed 
an  inquiry  to  be  held  into  the  circum- 
stances attending  this  casualty.  Until 
the  Report  of  the  Court  has  been  received 
I  am  unable  to  express  any  opinion  in 
the  matter. 

CASE  OF  MR.  M'ENERY. 

Mr.  O'KEEFFE  (Limerick  City) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if,  on  tbe  occasion 
of  a  professional  visit  by  Mr.  O'Meara, 
solicitor,  to  Mr.  M'Enery  in  Tullamore 
Gaol  last  week,  Mr.  O'Meara  was  com- 
pelled to  hold  his  interview  in  an  open 
corridor,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  warder ; 
and  whether,  on  return  to  his  cell,  Mr. 
M'Enery  was  subjected  to  a  searching 
of  his  person  ? 


Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Governor  of 
the  prison  reports  that  the  interview  was 
held  iu  the  usual  place  and  in  the  usual 
way.  There  was  no  departure  from  the 
usual  practice,  nor  was  any  objection 
taken  at  the  time. 

Mr.  mac  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  How 
is  it  that  Mr.  M'Enery  is  unable  to  have 
an  interview  with  his  professional  adviser 
except  iu  the  presence  of  a  warder, 
whereas,  in  another  case,  Mr.  Shannon, 
for  the  Timet,  was  able  to  see  prisoners 
alone! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALB'OUR :  Speaking  from 
recollection  I  do  not  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  stated  the  facts  correctly, 
but  I  have  answered  the  question  on  the 
Paper. 

Mb.  mac  NEILL  :  Perhaps  the  Home 
Secretary  will  say  what  the  practice  is 
in  England. 

•Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  That 
ought  to  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
specific  question. 

THE  POTATO  BLIGHT. 

SiE  T.  ESMONDE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  potato 
blight  has  appeared  in  the  South  of  Ire- 
land; and,  if  so,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intend  taking  any  action  in  connec- 
tion with  itt 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  received 
no  report  on  the  subject,  and  I  must  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  put  down  the  ques- 
tion for  another  day. 

IRISH  POST  OFFICE  OFFICIALS. 

Sir  T.  ESMONDE  :  I  b^  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  General  if  he  will 
dismiss  any  Post  Office  official  or  employi 
in  Ireland  who  joins  the  Postmen's 
Union? 

Mr.  RAIKES:  No  postman  in  Eng- 
land has  been  dismissed  on  the  grounds 
suggested  by  tbe  hon.  Baronet,  and  I 
certainly  shall  not  follow  a  different 
practice  in  Ireland  from  that  prevailing 
in  England. 

THE  LEASEHOLDERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether,  in  view  of  the  wide-spread 
demand  among  the  leaseholders  of  Ire- 
land in  favour  of  the  Leaseholders  (Ire- 
land) Bill,  and  of  the  postponement  of 
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ihe  Land  Purchase  Bill,  he  will  afford 
facilities  for  the  passage  of  the  Lease- 
holders (Ireland)  Bill  into  law  this 
Session  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir  j  apart 
from  other  objections  I  think  a-  concln- 
sive  objection  is  the  present  state  of 
pubUo  business. 

EDUCATIONAL  tNSPECTUUS. 
Mb.  HABRISON  (Tipperary,  Mid): 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
there  is  any  rule  of  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  compelling  Dis- 
trict Inspectors,  when  examining  for 
results,  to  mark  the  answers  of  the  pupils 
secretly,  so  as  to  prevent  either  teacher 
or  pupils  from  observing  the  marks 
recorded  for  each  pupil  in  each  specific 
subject;  and  wheUier,  if  there  be  no 
such  rule,  he  is  prepared  to  represent  to 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Educa- 
tion the  advisability  of  issuing  general 
instructions  to  their  Inspectors  to  have 
the  marks  recorded  in  the  marking 
paper  in  presence  of  the  teacher  and 
pupils,  as  a  guarantee  of  the  good  &ith 
and  impartialitv  of  their  marlang  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  bIIiFOUR  :  The  CommU- 
siouers  of  National  Education  report 
that  there  is  no  such  rule  as  that  indi- 
cated in  the  question.  The  marks  of 
the  oral  portion  of  the  examination  are 
recorded  in  the  marking  paper  in  the 
schoolroom  as  the  examination  proceeds, 
and,  as  a  rule,  in  the  presence  of  the 
teacher ;  those  of  the  written  part  can- 
not be  entered  until  the  exercises  of  the 
pupils  have  been  read.  All  the  marks 
of  the  oral  and  written  portions  appear 
on  the  examination  roll,  which  is  sent  to 
the  school  and  retained  there.  The 
Commissioners  do  not  deem  further 
instructions  to  Inspectors  on  the  point 
necessary. 

DAMAGES  AGAINST  AN  IRISH 
CONSrABLE. 
Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land   whether   his   attention   has    been 
called  to  the  fact  that  in  an  action  before 
Judge   Gibson  and  a   special  jury,    in 
Dublin  on  the  18th  instant,  Bev.  M.  B. 
Kennedy,  C.C,   Meelin,   County   Cork, 
obtained  a  verdict  for  .£100  damages 
and  costs  against  Seigeant  Hyde,  B.I.C., 
Meelin,  for  trespass,  and  assault  on  the 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Coniwr 


reverend  plaintiff;  whether  the  Con- 
stabulary Authorities  will  take  rote  of 
the  conduct  of  this  poUceman  as  detailed 
in  the  trial ;  and  have  the  Constabnlaiy 
Authorities  or  the  Government  paid  tiie 
expenses  of  this  constable  in  whole  or  ia 
part  or  do  they  intend  so  to  do! 

Me.  a.  J.  BALB'OUR:  I  believe  that 
a  new  trial  will  be  applied  for.  I  can- 
not, therefore,  enter  into  particulars  in 
regard  to  the  case. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  Will  the  Government 
pay  the  £100,  and  from  what  source  will 
it  be  paid? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  reply 
until  the  whole  case  is  settled. 

CLARE   INFIRMARY. 

De.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
last  year,  when  the  two  honourable 
Members  for  Clare  (Mr.  Cox  and  Mr. 
Jordan)  attended  at  Ennis  in  response 
to  a  summons  sent  to  them  by  the 
Elegistrar  of  the  Clare  Infirmary,  of 
which  institution  they  are  Qovemora,  to 
take  part  in  the  election  of  a  physician 
to  the  infirmary,  they  were  shadowed  by 
the  police  during  their  entire  stay  in 
Ennis,  and  that  during  the  entire  time 
the  election  above  mentioned  was  pro- 
ceeding, a  police  g^ard  was  stationed  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  infirmary ; 
and  whether  he  can  stat«  by  whose 
direction  the  police  acted  in  the  manner 
above  described  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BA.LFOUR :  I  have  not  had 
sufficient  notice  of  the  question,  and 
must  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  defer  it 

MR.  C.  P.  REDMOND. 
Mb.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
Mr.  C.  P.  Redmond,  editor  of  the  ITottr- 
Jord  News,  has  been  sentenced  by  Messrs. 
Considine  and  Irwin  at  Waterford  on 
June  6th,  to  three  months'  imprisonment 
for  publishing  a  resolution  of  the  Kilgo- 
benet  Branch  of  the  Irish  National 
League ;  whether  Mr.  Redmond  was 
sentenced  to  a  further  term  of  imprison- 
ment for  publishing  in  another  issue  of 
the  WcOerftyrd  News  another  resolution 
of  the  same  branch ;  whether  Mr.  Bed- 
mond  was  convicted  on  a  third  charge, 
stated  by  the  Court  to  be  a  graver  offence 
than    the    other  charges,   to   14  days'. 
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imprisonmeiit,  and  ordered  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  to  enter  into 
security  himself  in  the  snm  of  ^200, 
and  two  sureties  of  £100  each,  to  be  of 
good  behaviour,  or  in  default  to  go  to 
prison  for  four  months ;  whether  there 
is  an  appeal  from  the  last  sentence ; 
whether  the  Magistrates  refuse  to  impose 
a  sentence  which  would  give  a  right  of 
appsal;  whether  the  same  course  of 
refusing  an  appeal  has  not  been  adopted 
recently  by  the  same  Magistrates  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Fisher,  editor  of  the  Mun- 
gter  Express ;  and  whether  he  is  aware 
that  every  decision  of  Messrs.  Coiisidine 
and  Irwin  brought  before  Judge  Waters 
has  been  reversed  ly  him  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Mr.  C.  P. 
Redmond  was  sentenced,  as  stated  in  the 
question,  to  three  months'  imprisonment 
for  usiug  intimidation  towards  three 
persons  by  means  of  a  published 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Kilgo- 
benet  branch  of  the  Irish  National 
League,  which  appeared  in  the  issue  of 
his  newspaper  of  April  5,  1890.  He 
was  also  sentenced  on  the  7th  of  June 
to  a  like  term  of  imprisonment  for  using 
intimidation  towards  three  other  persoua 
by  means  of  a  similar  publication  in  the 
issue  of  his  newspaper  of  April  12, 
1890.  This  sentence  was  ordered  to  run 
concurrently  with  the  previous  one,  as 
the  two  publications  were  connected' 
with  the  one  matter.  The  order  men- 
tioned of  14  days'  imprisonment  and  to 
find  sureties  was  made  on  the  same  date 
for  using  intimidation  towards  Matthew 
Walsh  by  means  of  a  published  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Dungarvan 
Branch  of  the  Irish  National  League, 
which  appeared  in  the  issue  of  his  news- 
paper of  April  26,  1890.  The  case  was 
a  very  bad  one ;  I  presume  the  character 
of  the  sentence  was  modified  by  the  fact 
that  on  the  same  day  the  same  man  had 
been  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  threo 
months.  There  is  no  appeal,  nor  does 
there  appear  to  have  been  any  doubt 
connected  either  with  the  law  or  the 
facts  of  the  case  which  rendered  an 
appeal  necessary.  I  believe  there  has 
been  a  difference  of  opinion  on  more 
than  one  occasion  between  the  County 
Court  Judge  in  question  and  the  Magis- 
trates ;  but  in  every  case  where  the 
difference  came  up  for  decision  by  the 
High  Court,  that  Judge  was  ptoved  to 
be  wrong,  and  the  Magistrates   to    be 


right.  Matthew  Walsh  has  for  a  long 
time  been  subjected  to  boycotting  and. 
intimidation,  and  the  Magistrates  stated 
the  report  was  of  a  most  intimidatory 
character,  and  the  worst  that  had  come 
before  them ;  that  if  they  had  had 
cognisance  of  this  offence  before  the 
previous  cases  they  would  have  felt  ife, 
their  duty  to  impose  a  very  severe 
sentence ;  but  as  they  had  already  sen- 
tenced Mr.  Redmond  at  the  same  sitting» 
to  imprisonment,  and  desired  rather  to> 
restrain  such  conduct  than  to  punish  the- 
defendant,  they  would  not  make  a  cumula- 
tive order,  but  exercise  their  preventive 
jnrisdiction.  There  is  no  appeal  from 
the  last  sentence,  but  if  it  was  made 
without  any  sufficient  evidence  it  can  be 
reviewed  by  the  Superior  Courts.  The 
Magistrates  refused  to  alter  the  order  on 
the  ground,  which  was  not  disputed, 
that  there  was  no  legal  point  involved,. 
and  also  on  the  ground  that  in  a  similar- 
case  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  hacL 
recently  held  on  a  case  stated  that  there- 
was  ample  evidence  to  justify  the  con- 
viction. An  appeal  was  refused  in  the 
case  referred  to  for  similar  reasons  as  in 
Mr.  Redmond's  case. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  May  I  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  whether,  when  the  Crimi- 
nal Law  Amendment  Bill  (Ireland)  wa» 
before  the  House,  he  did  not  distinctly 
promise  that  there  should  be  an  appeal . 
in  every  case  i 

Me.  W.  REDMOND :  May  I  also  ask 
in  regard  to  one  of  the  Magistrates — Mr. 
Considine — if  it  is  not  the  fact  that  he' 
is  completely  without  legal  training  of 
any  kind  1  When  under  cross-examina- 
tion as  to  his  legal  qualifications  did  he 
not  admit,  in  the  most  candid  manner, 
that  his  only  qualification  was  that  he 
had  kept  two  dinner  terms  in  the  Inner- 
Temple? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir.  1 
am  not  aware  that  that  is  the  fact.  With, 
regard  to  the  allegation  that  I  could  havfr 
control  over  the  judicial  acts  of  the 
Magistrates,  I  b^  to  give  it— and  not 
for  the  first  time — an  emphatic  contradic- 
tion. 

Me.  CLANCY:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  practice  of 
giving  short  sentences  by  the  Irish 
Magistrates  in  order  to  prevent  appeal 
began  immediately  after  a  speech  h(a 
made  at  Birmingham  t  .< 
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THE  CLANRIOAEDE  TENANTRY. 
Mb.  SHEEHY  (Galway,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Head 
Constable  Judge  and  the  police  in 
Portumna  have  been  going  amongst  the 
Clanricaide  tenantry  with  a  list  of  the 
tenants  who  they  say  paid  their  rents ; 
who  supplied  this  list  to  Head  Constable 
Judge ;  and  by  whose  orders  this  con- 
stable and  the  police  under  him  are 
doing  this  duty  of  bailiff  for  Lord  Clan- 
ricarde? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  A  full  Report 
has  not  yet  reached  me.  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  defer  the  questiou. 

CAHHEL. 
Me.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land by  what  authority,  and  for  what 
Jsason,  groups  of  policemen  hung  about 
(he  entrance  to  the  Town  Hall  of  Gashel 
at  the  time  appointed  for  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Municipal  Commissioners,  and 
took  down  the  name  of  each  Commis- 
sioner as  he  entered  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Con- 
stabulary Authorities  report  that  it  is 
not  the  case  that  there  were  groups  of 
police  as  alleged.  Only  four  men  were 
«n  duty  at  the  time ;  of  these,  two  were 
(inordinary  beat  duinr,  and  two  who  hap- 
pened  to  be  on  patrol  and  who  observed 
those  who  entered  and  left  the  Town 
Hall,  but  no  note  was  taken  as  alleged. 

FLASHING  SIGNALS -ADMIRAL 
COLOMB'S  INVENTION. 
Mb.  BALLANTINB  (Coventry) :  I 
}teg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  any  decision  has  been  arrived 
at  by  the  Treasury  with  regard  to  the 
«laim  of  Admiral  Colomb  for  compensa- 
tion in  respect  of  his  invention  of 
flashing  signals ) 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  am  sorry  I  am 
not  able  to  answer  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  has  been  good  enough  at  my  request 
to  postpone  this  question ;  but  I  hope 
in  a  few  days  to  give  him  a  definite 
answer. 


THE  CHIEF  COMMISSIONER  OF 
POLICE. 

Me.  W.  LOWTHER  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Home  Seci«- 
tary  whether  anything  has  been  decided 
with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the 
new  Chief  Commissioner  f 

Me.  0.  V.  MORGAN  (Battersea):  On 
this  subject  I  wish  to  ask  whether  it  is 
true,  as  stated  in  yesterday's  Standard, 
that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
through  the  action  of  Lord  Salisbury  the 
differences  between  Mr.  Matthews  and 
the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  will 
be  adjusted,  and  in  that  event  Mr. 
Monro's  resignation  will  be  withdrawn  f 
•Me.  MATTHEWS :  In  answer  to  my 
hon.  Friend,  I  have  to  say  that  Her 
Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
approve  of  the  appointment  of  Sir 
Eidward  Bradford  as  Commissioner  of 
Police,  to  the  office  just  vacated  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Monro.  I  need  say 
nothing  to  the  House  of  the  distinguished 
career  and  services  of  Sir  £.  Brad- 
ford. 

Mb.  C.  GRAHAM :  Is  Sir  E.  Bradford 
an  old  military  officer  or  not  t 

Me.  0.  V.  MORGAN :  Was  Sir  R 
Bradford  the  gentleman  who  has  been  a 
distii^^ished  Resident  and  Representa- 
tive in  Jeypore  1 

Mb.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbuiy,  R): 
Can  the  right  hon.  Clentleman  state  what 
experience  Sir  E.  Bradford  has  had  with 
regard  to  the  control  of  civil  bodies 
responsible  for  order  f 
•Me.  MATTHEWS :  Sir  E.  Bradford 
has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience  in 
many  offices  of  the  PubUc  Service.  At  the 
present  moment  he  is  employed  in  the 
India  Office.  He  was  for  some  years 
Governor  General's  Agent  for  Rajpoo- 
tana.  In  that  capacity  he  conducted  the 
whole  military  and  civil  service  of  the 
district,  and  rendered  most  valuable 
services  to  his  country.  He  has  also 
been  for  many  years  an  officer  in  the 
Madras  army. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  :  Has  he  ever  been  in  charge 
of  any  police  force  such  as  we  have  in 
the  Metropolis  ? 

•Me.   MATTHEWS  :  I  am  not  quite 
sure  what  the  hon.  Member  means. 

Mb.  C.  graham  :  Among  Euro- 
peans. 
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•Me.  MATTHEWS :  He  has  commanded 
the  police,  as  I  have  stated. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  wish  to  ask 
whether  the  services  of  this  gentleman 
have  always  heen  employed  in  Asiatic 
oonntrief,  and  not  among  people  of  Eng- 
lish race. 

•Me.  MATTHEWS:  No,  Sir;  he  has 
been  employed  in  this  country  in'  con- 
nection with  the  India  Office  since  1887. 
Me.  f.  ROWLANDS :  Has  he  in  the 
India  OfSce  been  connected  with  bodies 
frhich  can  at  all  be  considered  to  have 
sooh  fanctions  to  perform  as  the  police 
of  the  Metropolis  have  f 

•Me.  MATTHEWS :  I  believe  Sir  B. 
Bradford  to  be,  both  l^  character  and 
experience,  thoroughly  qoalified. 

NOTICE    OF   MOTION. 

THE  NEW  STANDING  ORDER. 

Me.  WHITBREAD  (Bedford):  I  beg 
to  give  notice  that  when  the  Leader  of 
the  Moose  moves  the  proposed  Standing 
Order  [Mr,  W.  H.  Smith  here  rose,  but 
Mr.  Whitbbead  declined  to  give  way]  for 
carrying  over  Bills  from  one  Session  to 
another,  it  is  my  intention  to  move  as 
an  Amendment — 

"That  the  Motion  for  a  Standing  Order  in- 
volving so  grrat  a  change  in  the  oaagps  of 
Parliament  and  the  Cnnslitution  ought  not  to  be 
considered  unti.  the  House,  agreeably  to  former 
practice,  has  bad  the  advantage  of  the  previous 
consideration  of  the  subject  by  a  Committee  of 
thia  Hoase." 

•Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  was  anxious 
to  save  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  trouble 
of  giving  notice  of  his  Amendment.  I 
have  considered  the  suggestion  which 
was  made  in  the  notice  of  the  Amend- 
ment given  by  the  right  hon.  Glentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  during  the 
past  week,  and  the  many  suggestions 
which  have  reached  me  from  hon. 
Friends  in  different  parts  of  the  House, 
and  it  was  my  intention  to  give  notice 
of  the  following  Resolution  : — 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inqnire  whether,  by  means  of  an  abridged 
form  of  prooedore,  or  otherwise,  the  considera- 
tion of  Bills  partly  considered  in  this  House 
ooold  be  facilitatel  in  the  ensuing  Session  of 
the  same  Parliament." 

I  propose  to  move  this  Resolution  on 
Monday  next,  in  the  hope  and  belief 
that  it  will  be  accepted  by  the  House  in 
the   spirit  in   which  it  is  offered,  as  a 


step  towards  the  consideration  of  a 
question  which  is  of  great  importance 
to  the  House  itself,  and  that  the  Debate 
will  be  postponed  until  we  receive  the 
Report  of  the  Committee.  I  tmst  that- 
I  shall  have  the  support  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 

MR.    LONG    AND    THE    BREWING 
INTEREST. 

Me. STOREY  (Sunderland):  Withyour 
permission.  Sir,  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  a  question  of  which  I  have 
given  him  private  notice ;  and  as  the  matter 
is  one  that  is  personal  both  to  him  and  tO' 
myself,  I  trust  the  House  will  allow  me  . 
very  briefly  to  recall  the  circnmstanceSk- 
On  Tuesday  night  last  I  named  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Gt>vemment  Board  as  one  whose  vote  I 
asked  should  be  disallowed  because  he 
was  pecuniarily  interested  in  the  matter 
affected  by  the  Bill.  I  was  not  allowed 
to  make  the  Motion,  and  the  hon.  Men>- 
ber  rose  and,  as  I  understood  him,  stated 
to  the  House  that  his  only  connection 
with  the  matter  was  that  he  had  lent  hia 
brother  money,  and  that  he  was  not  a 
shareholder  in  a  brewery.  I  say  that  is 
what  I  understood  him  to  say.  A  great 
many  other  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of 
the  House  also  undeistood  the  same,  and 
I  am  bound  to  say,  having  examined  a 
very  large  number  of  the  principal  news- 
papers of  the  country,  I  find  that,  almost 
without  exception,  tiiatwas  the  ideac<»- 
veyed  to  them.  For  instance,  the  Time* 
— if  that  can  be  called  a  principal  news- 
paper— says:  "Mr,  Long  and  Sir  M. 
Hicks  Beach  have  denied  that  they  vtere 
interested  in  any  brewery." 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
am  sorry  to  interrupt  the  hon.  Member, 
but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  what  occurred 
took  place  in  Committee,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees is  the  sole  jadge  of  it.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  in- 
tends to  make  any  Motion,  but  if  he  does 
I  think  it  ought  to  be  in  Committee,  pro- 
vided that  fresh  circumstances  have 
occurred  that  would  Justify  the  re  open- 
ing of  the  question.  If  the  hon.  Member 
is  going  to  ask  a  question  he  would  be  in 
order. 

Mb.  STORET:  That  is  what  I  am 
going  to  do — to  ask  a  qnestiou.     I  am 
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•bound  to  say  that  since  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man made  his  statement  in  Committee 
he  has  sent  a  letter  to  the  Times,  in 
which  he  statas  that  he  did  inform  the 
Oommittee  that  he  was  a  shareholder  in 
a  brewery  company.  I,  for  one,  accept 
that  statement.  My  questions  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  are  these :  (1.)  Washenot 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Bath  Brewery 
Company?  (2.)  Does  not  his  name 
appear  on  the  Memorandum  of  Associa^ 
tion  f  (3.)  Was  he  not,  and  is  he  not 
now,  one  of  the  directors  and  chairman 
of  the  company,  receiving  the  usual  fees  1 
^4.)  Has  he  not  all  along  been,  and  is  he 
not  now,  an  ordinary  shareholder,  en- 
titled to  his  proportion  of  the  profits  of 
the  company,  and  has  not  the  said 
Brewery  Company  in  its  possession  no 
less  than  90  tied  houses,  which  are 
affected  by  this  Bill  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
OOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Long, 
Wilts,  Devizes)  :  I  desire,  in  the 
£rst  place,  ■  to  thank  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sunderland  for  the  very  full 
and  sufficient  notice  he  was  good  enough 
to  give  me  of  his  intention  to  bring 
forward  this  subject.  I  desire  also  to 
thank  him  for  having  given  me  this 
opportunity  of  making  a  short,  and  I 
hope  a  satisfactory,  explanation  to  the 
House.  I  make  no  complaint  of  the 
fact  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
•carry  away  from  the  Committee  that  im- 
pression of  my  rdmi.rk8  which  I  intended 
to  convey.  I  desira  to  apologise  to  the 
House  for  not  expressing  myself  on 
that  occasion  so  clearly  and  fully  as  I 
ought  to  have  done.  I  hope  the  House 
will  allow  me  to  say  in  excuse  for  this 
omission  on  my  part  that  I  was  com- 
pletely taken  aback  at  the  moment.  I 
had  no  notice  that  such  a  question  was 
to  be  referred  to,  and  was  not  in  the 
House  when  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cirencester  made  his  speech.  I  did  at 
the  time  feel  somewhat  acutely  what 
appeared  to  be  an  imputation  implying 
-dishonourable  motives  inconnection  with 
my  Parliamentary  action.  With  reference 
to  the  question.  Was  I  not  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Bath  Brewery  Company  ? 
I  am  not  quite  sure  what  a  "founder"  is. 
I  had  no  interest  in  this  company  until  I 
was  asked  by  local  gentlemen  personally 
known  to  me  if  1  would  accept  that 
position  in  the  company,  and  I  said  I 
Mr.  Storey 


would  if  all  things  were  satisfactorily 
and  properly  conducted.  Secondly,  I 
believe  my  name  does  appear  as  one  of 
the  first  shareholders.  I  should  like 
to  be  allowed  to  add  that  my  interest 
in  this  concern  amounts  to  £1,000, 
and  that  I  am  chairman,  and  receive 
my  fees  as  such.  I  believe  the  state- 
ment as  to  the  tied  houses  to  be 
correct.  I  feel  I  owe  an  explanation 
to  the  House  as  to  why  it  wsis  that 
when  the  question  was  raised  I  did 
not  enter  upon  this  point.  The  fact  is, 
as  I  have  already  said,  that  I  was  some- 
what taken  aback,  and,  in  the  seccmd 
place,  my  attention  was  directed  solely  to 
the  point  raised  by  the  hon.  Member. 
I  admit  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
so,  but  for  the  moment  it  did  not  occur 
to  me  that  my  position  as  the  Chairman 
or  a  Director  of  the  Company  was  a 
matter  which  I  ought  to  have  mentioned 
to  the  Committee.  I  did  mention  the 
fact  that  I  was  a  shareholder.  I  should 
like  to  be  allowed  to  add  that  after  I  sat 
down  it  occurred  to  me  that  I  had  not 
sufficiently  taken  the  Committee  into  my 
confidence.  I  went  into  the  Lobby  and 
consulted  one  or  two  hon.  Gentlemen  as 
to  whether  I  ought  to  add  a  further 
statement  to  what  I  had  said.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
assured  me  that  my  statement  was 
sufficiently  complete,  and,  following  their 
advice,  I  did  not  make  any  further  state- 
ment. I  hope  the  House  will  believe 
what  I  most  sincerely  assure  them,  that 
I  had  no  intention  whatever  of  conceal- 
ing my  connection  with  this  Brewery 
Company  or  in  any  way  minimising  my 
position  with  regard  to  it.  My  desire 
was  to  state  fully  what  my  position  was, 
and  I  very  much  regret  1  omitted  to 
state  I  was  Chairman  of  that  Company. 
I  thank  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  giving 
me  this  opportunity  of  correcting  what  I 
said. 

Me.  STOREY:  Perhaps  the  House 
will  allow  me  to  say  I  accept  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  with 
willingness,  fully  believmg  that  he  acted 
from  pure  inadvertence.  But,  of  course, 
in  saying  that,  I  still  retain  my  own 
conviction  that  it  is  not  desirable  that 
this  Bill  should  be  pushed  forward  by  the 
votes  of  Members  interested  in  the- 
trade. 
•Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 
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Sib  G.  CAMPBELL  (Kirkcaldy,  Ac.) : 
Is  it  intended  to  go  on  with  the  Local 
Taxation  Bill  on  Monday,  or  will  it  be 
dropped! 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  hope  it  will 
come  on  on  Monday  after  the  Motion  I 
shall  make  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
evening. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  S.): 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  take  oare 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  shall  be  in  his 
place  on  Monday  when  the  Bill  comes  on  P 
•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  regret  the 
hon.  Gentleman  should  have  thonght  it 
necessary  to  ask  that  question.  The 
House  is  well  aware  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  is  most  constant  in  his  attend- 
ance in  the  House,  and  most  assiduous 
in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) :  I 
desire  to  call  attention  to  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell's  letter  on  the  licensing  ques- 
tion in  Ireland,  which  appears  in  the 
Timet  of  to-day,  and  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment when  the  Amendments  extending 
the  Licensing  Clauses  to  Ireland  will  be 
laid  on  the  Table ! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFODH:  I  think  the 
hon.  and  leeumed  Gentleman's  memory 
has  somewhat  &i]ed  him  in  this  matter. 
In  the  course  of  the  animated  discussion 
which  took  place  some  time  back  on  this 
question,  I  stated  not  once,  but  many 
times,  that  the  Gt>vemment  would  not 
be  responsible  for  putting  Amendments 
of  the  kind  suggested  on  the  Paper  ;  but 
that  if  hon.  Members  put  Amendments 
on  the  Paper  the  Government  would 
consider  them. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Drafting  Amend- 
ments to  a  Bill  is  a  work  of  almost 
inconceivable  trouble.  Are  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  take  all  that  trouble,  and  is  the 
only  return  to  be  that  the  Government 
will  consider  them  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  labour  of 
drafting  Amendments  may  be  consider- 
able, but  it  seems  to  have  been  got  over 
somewhat  successfully  in  regard  to  this 
Bill.  I  prefer  the  Bill  in  its  present 
shape,  and  do  not  think  we  should  gain 
by  introducing  the  innumerable  ques- 
tions which  would  be  raised  by  the 
Amendments  suggested.  I  think  the 
whole  thing  should  stand  over  until  Local 
Government  has  been  established  in 
Ireland. 
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Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  that 
wUlbe? 

Me.  HUNTER  (Aberdeen,  N.):  When 
will  the  Scotch  Police  BUI  be  intro- 
duced! 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  hope  the  Scotch 
Superannuation  Bill  will  be  printed  and 
circalated  to-morrow. 


ON-LICENCES. 

Return  ordered — 

"  Of  (I|  the  number  of  On- Licences  in  each 
licensing  district  where  the  tenant  and  owner 
on  the  register  are  different  persons ;  and  (2) 
the  number  of  persons  in  each  district,  and  the 
names  of  sach  persons,  who  are  on  the  regis- 
ter as  owners  of  two,  three,  foar,  and  any 
n'eater  number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which 
On-Licences  have  been  granted,  with  the 
number  of  such  licences  attached  to  each  name." 
— (Jfr.  Sumnurt.) 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY, 


SUPPLY-CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  III. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"'ihat  a  sum,  not  exceeding  ^37,586,  ibe 
granted  to  Her  Majfsty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  durini;  the  year  ending 
on  the  SIst  day  of  March  1891,  for  the  Salaries 
of  the  Commixsioner  and  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  and  of  the 
Keceiver  for  the  Metropoliian    Police  District, 
the  Pay  and  Expenses  of  Officers  of  Metropolitan 
Police   employed  on     special  duties,   and   the 
Salaries  and  Expenses   of   the  Inspectors  <if 
Constabulary." 

(5.0.)  Sib  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby):  I 
do  not  think  that,  during  the  60  years 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  Metropolitan 
Police  Force  was  established,  the  House 
of  Commons  has  ever  come  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Yote  in  circumstances 
more  grave,  and,  I  may  say,  more 
dangerous.  Nobody  can  deny  that  the 
condition  of  things  in  reference  to  the 
MetropoUtan  Police  at  this  moment  is 
most  profoundly  unsatisfactory.  We 
had  occasion  more  than  a  year  ago  to 
discuss  this  matter,  when,  unfortunately, 
differences  of  opinion  had  arisen  between 
the  Secretary- of  State  and  the  then  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police,  Sir  C.  Warren, 
which  led  to  Sir  Charles  Warren's  retire- 
ment.     The  Home   Secretary  has  now 
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parted  with  a  second  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Police,  Mr.  Monro,  and  an  open 
breach,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  most 
mischievons  and  dangerous  to  the 
discipline  of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  has 
taken  place  between  the  anthorities  at 
the  Home  0£Bce  and  the  authorities  at 
Scotland  Yard.  This  ia  not  a  matter  to 
be  considered  in  a  Party  spirit,  or  from 
a  Party  point  of  view.  I  think  I  have 
some  claim  to  say  that,  bacaosa  in  the 
difficulties  that  arose  between  the  Home 
Secretary  and  Sir  C.  Warren  I  did  my 
best,  not  to  support  the  Oovernment  or 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  bat  to  support 
the  authority  of  the  office  that  he  held. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  with  precisely  the 
same  object  and  with  every  desire  to 
support  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
authority  and  dignity  of  his  office,  I 
have  come  to  a  totally  different  conclu- 
sion, and  I  also  regret  to  have  to  state 
that  what  I  have  to  say  must  be  in  entire 
condemnation  of  the  course  which  the 
right  hon.  Grjntleman  has  taken  on  this 
occasion.  On  the  previous  occasion — 
and  I  recall  the  fact  with  pleasure — I 
had  the  gratification  of  being  thanked  by. 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tbe  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  for.  the  course  I  then 
took.  1  do  not  know  whether  he  will 
thank  me  now,  but  I  intend  now  to  act 
on  precisely  the  same  principle  that  I 
acted  upon  then.  It  is  natural  for 
anyone  who  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  responsible  office  of  Home  Secretary 
to  have  a  certain  sympathy  with  those 
who  hold  that  office,  and  to  desire  to 
maintain  the  authority  and  the  traditions 
of  that  office  ;  and  certainly  it  always  has 
been  and  always  shall  be  my  wish  to  do  so. 
But  I  cannot  help  asking  how  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  acted  in  this  matter. 
If  I  condemn  the  conduct  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  it  is  because,  in  my 
opinion,  he  has  strained  the  authority  of 
his  office  and  has  lowered  its  credit  by 
the  course  which  he  has  pursued.  The 
situation  which  arose  a  year  and  a  half 
ago  in  connection  with  the  case  of  Sir 
Charles  Warren  filled  me  with  surprise 
as  we  had  had  no  former  experience  of 
such  a  state  of  things  existing  between 
the  Home  Office  and  Scotland  Yard. 
During  the  time  of  my  predecessors  in 
office,  Sir  R.  Cross,  Mr.  Ghithorne-Hardy, 
and  Sir  G.  Grey,  there  was  complete 
confidence  between  the  two  Departments, 
and  there  was  a  complete  absence  of  con- 
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flict  and  of  friction  between  theSecretuj 
of  State  and  those  who,  as  his  subordi- 
nates and  hia  assistants,    were   at  the 
head  of  the  police  ;  and  therefore  I  view 
the  new  spectacle  of  conflict  and  friction 
between  the  Home  Office  and  Scotland 
Yard  with  surprise  and  regret.     For  my 
own  part,  I  had  the  advantage  of  acting 
at    the    Home   Office    with    the    most 
eminent  public  servants   who  were  at 
the  head  of  the  Metropolitan  Police.     I 
have  always  borne  testi  inony  and  I  always 
shall  bear  it  to  the  signal  qualities  irhich 
were  possessed  by  Sir  Edmund  Hender- 
son, whose   judgment   and    good   sense 
were   beyond   all    praise,    and  I    have 
always  regarded   what  I  may  call  the 
accidental  misfortune   which  led  to  his 
retirement  from  his  office  as  a  grievous 
loss  both  to  the  public  and  to  the  police. 
I  had  also  the  advantage  of  acting  with 
the  late  Colonel   Pea^n,  whose  death 
all  who  knew  him  will  regpret.     I  was 
also  very    sorry    when    the    hon.    and 
learned  Member  for    Sheffield   left  the 
Police  Force,  not  because  of  any  differ- 
ence which  had  arisen  between  himself 
and  the  Home  Office,  but  because  he  waa 
seeking   another  and  a  larger  career.     I 
am  sure  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber will  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
in  his  days  the  relations  between  the 
Home  Office  and  Scotland  Yard  were  of 
the   most    friendly    description.     There 
was  in  those  days  no  question  as  to  the 
supremaoy  of  the  Secretary  of  State— he 
undoubtedly  was  supreme,  and  he  must 
be  supreme,    because  he  is   responsible 
I  to  this   House  ;  and  in  the  future,  as  in 
the  past,  the  head  of  the   police   must 
I  be  responsible  to  somebody,   either   to 
!  the  Secretary  of  State  or  to  the  County 
I  Council.     But  in  those  days  no  question 
!  arose  about  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
'  Secretary  of  State.     There  was  no  occa- 
I  sion  for  it  to  arise ;  that  authority  was 
never  questioned ;  it  was  never  disputed; 
'  it  was  never,  I  hope,  asserted  offensively 
or  tyrannically.     The  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  Chief  Commissioner  of    Police 
■  were  upon  the  footing  with   regard  to 
.  each   other   of    confidential    colleagues, 
I  who  were  acting  together  in  discharging 
a  very  responsible  public  duty.     In  my 
'  opinion,    the    first     principle     of    good 
administration  is  that  the  chief  of  any 
Department  should  seek  to  acquire  and  to 
command  the  sympathies  and  the  good- 
will of  the  men  with  whom  and  through 
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whom  he  has  to  work.  In  the  present 
case  what  do  we  see  1  There  is  a  con- 
stant conflict  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Police,  and  certainly  there  are  indica- 
tions of  a  great  deal  more  conflict  than 
has  actually  come  to  oar  knowledge. 
There  have  been  retirements  of  one 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  after 
another,  and  beyond  that  there  is  a 
discontented  and  dissatisfied  Police  Force 
-as  the  res  alt  of  the  administration  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  Home 
Office  during  the  past  four  years.  In 
my  opinion,  it  is  impossible  that  such  a 
state  of  things  should  be  allowed  to  go 
on.  The  retirement  of  Sir  Charles 
Warren,  necessary  as  it  was,  was  to  my 
mind  a  great  blow  to  the  discipline  of 
the  Police  Force.  The  spectacle  of  the 
Home  Secretary  divided  from  the  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police  was  one  which 
the  Police  Force  had  never  seen  before, 
and  it  had  a  most  injurious  effect  upon 
that  force.  But  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Monro,  and  the  circumstances  by  whict 
it  was  accompanied,  are  of  a  much  more 
serious  nature,  because  it  is  no  secret 
that  at  this  moment  the  Police  Force 
have  rallied  round  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner and  against  the  Home 
Secretary.  That  is  a  very  grave  situa- 
tion, and  one  of  which  we  have  had 
no  previous  experience.  In  my  opinion, 
that  is  not  a  safe  state  of  things  for  the 
Metropolis,  and  it  is  one  which  constitutes 
an  extremely  evil  condition  of  things  for 
the  police.  What  has  brought  about 
this  extraordinary  and  deplorable  result  ? 
We  do  not  know.  We  have  had  a 
statement  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  other  day 
read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monro,  and  made 
a  statement  with  reference  to  it  which 
Mr.  Monro  has  declared  to  be  an  incom- 
plete and  ex  parte  statement.  I  have 
asked  over  and  over  again  for  further 
Papers  on  the  subject,  but  they  are  not 
forthcoming.  This  is  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Monro  in  a  letter  of  his  which  has 
been  published — 

"My  view8  as  to  police  adminiBtration,  unfor- 
tanately,  differ  in  miiny  important  respect* 
from  those  held  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
I  have  received  clear  indications  that  the  duties 
of  the  successor  of  Colonel  Pearson  are  to  he 
intmsted  to  a  gentleman  who,  however  estim- 
able personally,  has  no  police,  military,  or  legal 
training." 

We,  therefore,  know  that  the  Secretary  I 
VOL.  CCCXLV.      [thied  sbries.] 


of  State  was  at  issue  with  the  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Pohce  in  many  impor- 
tant respects  on  matters  of  police  ad- 
ministration. This  is  a  very  unfor- 
tunate state  of  things.  The  two  parti- 
culars which  have  been  given,  in 
reference  to  which  there  has  been  a 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  Home 
Secretary  and  the  Chief  Commissioner, 
are,  first,  the  appointment  of  Colonel 
Pearson's  successor;  and,  secondly,  the 
question  of  police  superannuation.  In 
Mr.  Ruggles-Brise,  whose  name  has 
been  imported  into  this  discussion,  I  take 
a  very  strong  personal  interest.  I  had 
the  pleasure,  and  I  consider  it  an  hononr, 
to  have  introduced  Mr.  Bnggles-Brise 
into  the  Public  Service.  He  was  the  son 
of  a  respected  Member  who  formerly 
sat  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  but 
that  was  a  fact  that  I  did  not  take  into 
consideration  when  I  appointed  him, 
because  I  think  that,  in  making  appoint- 
ments in  the  Public  Service,  we  ought 
not  to  be  influenced  by  political  considera- 
tions. Mr.  Ruggles-Brise  entered  the 
Public  Service  with  the  highest  character 
to  recommend  him — he  had  distinguished 
himself  at  the  University,  a&d  he  more 
than  fulfilled  the  expectations  that  had 
been  formed  with  regard  to  him,  and  in 
a  remarkably  short  sp8M;e  of  time  he 
reached  a  very  distinguished  position, 
and  he  has  filled  the  office  of  private  sec- 
retary, not  only  to  myself,  but  to  all  my 
successors.  Certainly  there  is  no  man 
more  deserving  of  public  preferment 
than  Mr.  Ru^les-Brise.  But,  in 
appointing  a  successor  to  Colonel 
Pearson,  one  of  the  first  conditions 
was  that  the  appointment  should 
be  made  with  the  cordial  co-operation 
and  sympathy  of  the  gentleman  who  was 
to  be  the  chief  and  the  colleague  of  the 
person  appointed.  I  wish  to  illustrate 
my  meaning  by  referring  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Monro.  I  also  had  the  high  honour 
of  introducing  Mr.  Monro  into  the  Police 
Force  when  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Sheffield  retired.  Mr.  Monro  was 
recommended  to  me.  I  did  not  know 
him  personally.  I  suggested  his  name 
to  Sir  Edmund  Henderson ;  and  I  confess 
that  Sir  Edmund  had  at  the  time-  some 
doubts  whether  Mr.  Monro's  Indian  ex- 
perience was  sufficient  to  render  his 
appointment  desirable.  However,  upon 
consideration.  Colonel  Henderson  said, 
"If  your  judgment  is  so,  I  shall  be 
3  I 
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delighted. to  receive  Mr.  Monro  and  to 
have  experience  of  his  services."  A 
fortnight  afterwards  Colonel  Henderson 
called  npon  me,  and  he  said,  "  I  have  to 
come  to  thank  yon  for  having  placed 
in  Scotland  Yard  one  of  the  best  and 
ablest  men  we  have  ever  had  there." 
In  raj  opinion,  there  ought  to  be 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Chief  Commissioner  that  sort  of  good 
feeling  which  leads  to  cordial  concurrence 
in  the  making  of  appointments  of  that 
description.  What  does  Mr.  Monro  say  ? 
He  says  that  the  duties  of  the  successor 
to  Colonel  Pearson  are  to  be  intrusted  to 
a  gentleman  who,  however  estimable,  he 
does  not  think  fit  for  the  place.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  left  Mr.  Monro  to 
retire  under  the  conviction  that  he  was 
to  have  as  a  colleague  a  gentleman  he 
objected  to,  and  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  refusing  to  appoint  a  gentle- 
man who  had  his  entire  confidence,  and 
who  he  thought  ought  to  be  appointed. 
While  accepting  the  resigxiatioii  of  Mr. 
Monro,  tendered  under  that  belief,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  all  the 
time  he  was  intending  to  appoint  the 
gentleman  named  by  Mr.  Monro.  I  call 
that  bad  administration.  If  Mr.  Monro 
was  a  valuable  public  servant,  why  was 
he  to  be  allowed  to  resign  under  a  mis- 
apprehension of  this  character  ?  What 
led  Mr.  Monro  to  believe  that  Mr. 
Buggles-Brise  was  to  be  appointed  and 
that  Mr.  Howard  was  not  to  be  ap- 
pointed ?  Why  was  Mr.  Monro  not  told 
that  Mr.  Howard  was  to  be  appointed 
until  after  his  own  resignation  had 
been  accepted  ?  With  reference  to  this 
office,  of  course  the  Minister  who  is 
responsible  must  be  the  best  judge 
of  an  appointment ;  but  still  it  is  a  grave 
responsibility  for  a  Secretary  of  State  to 
refuse  to  listen  to  the  advice  of  the 
Chief  Commissioner  when  he  recommends 
that  an  office  shall  be  given,  by  way  of 
promotion,  to  a  gentleman  who  is  already 
in  the  force.  I  do  not  say  that  the  force 
have  any  right  to  claim  promotion ;  I  do 
not  say  that  there  is  any  limit  upon  the 
discretion  or  npon  the  responsibility  of 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  but  when  it  is 
placed  before  him  that  it  may  lead  to 
discontent  in  the  force  if  promotion  is 
not  given  to  one  already  in  the  force,  it 
is  a  heavy  responsibility  he  incurs  in  re- 
fusing the  advice  of  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner, or  leading  him  to  believe  it  is 
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refused.  What  do  the  police  think— 
what  oan  they  think — when  they  find 
Mr.  Monro  resigning  and  see  it  stated 
that  he  has  resigned  because  a  pronK)ti(B> 
was  not  made  from  the  force,  and  the 
next  day  they  see  that,  under  the  atfeu 
of  his  resignation,  the  appointment  he 
desired  to  make  has  been  made  1  In 
these  circumstances,  what  becomes  of 
the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  State  1 
How  can  it  be  sustained  and  respected! 
In  my  opinion,  the  whole  proceeding,  so 
far  as  we  are  permitted  to  know  anything 
about  it,  was  a  most  injudicious  proceed- 
ing. The  popular  impression  is  that  the 
Home  Secretary  did  not  intend  to  ap- 
point Mr.  Howfud,  or  he  did  not  let  Mr. 
Monro  know  he  intended  to  appoint  him 
until  he  had  allowed  Mr.  Monro  to  re- 
sign under  the  belief  that  Mr.  Howard 
was  not  to  be  appointed.  If  that  is  not 
so,  no  doubt  the  facts  as  we  know  them 
will  be  altered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's statement.  If  he  did  not  agiee  to 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Howard  before 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Monro,  and  if  he 
agreed  to  the  appointment  after  the 
resignation,  I  say  that  is  bad  administni- 
tion  ;  and  1  cannot  conceive  that  anything 
could  be  more  injurious  to  the  discipline 
of  the  police,  seeing  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  made  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment the  highest  authority  over  the 
police.  So  much  for  the  personal  matter 
with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  a 
successor  to  Colonel  Pearson.  I  now 
come  to  the  greater  matter  of  super- 
annuation ;  and  here,  again,  we  do  not 
know  all  that  has  happened  vrith  referonoe 
to  the  Superannuation  Bill.  We  hare 
the  statement  that  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner had  come  to  arm's-length  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  of 
superannuation  :  and  a  more  unfortunate 
condition  of  things,  with  reference  to 
administration,  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
ceive. The  other  day  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  said  that  the  Superannnation 
Bill  of  the  Government  was  founded  upon 
the  lines  of  those  Bills  which  were  intro- 
duced by  myself  and  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Wolverhampton, 
as  well  as  by  a  Gentleman  whose  absence 
from  this  House  we  all  regret;  I 
mean  Mr.  Hibbert.  We  introduced 
those  Bills  with  the  friendly  con- 
currence and  support  of  the  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police  ;  the  provisions 
of  those  Bills  were  received  with  content- 
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ment    and    satisfaction    by    the    Police 
Force,  and  the  terms  and  conditions  were 
&ir   And  reasonable  at  that   time  ;  bat 
whether  yon  can  have  those  terms  again 
I  greatly  donbt.     The   mis-management 
and  misconduct  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, in  my  opinion,  have  made  it  very 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  recnr  to 
tboea  terms.     What  has  he  done  P    He 
has  allowed  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Police  to  resign  apon  a  Snperanuaation 
Bill,  and   to  gather   the   Police    Force 
around  him  as  their  champion.     Here  is 
the  Secretary  of  State  at  issue  with  the 
man  who,   up  to  five  minutes  ago,  has 
been  acting  as  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Police,   and    at    issue  upon    this    very 
question.       That  is    the    position    into 
which  the  administration  of  the   right 
hon.  Gbntleman  has  brought  us.     That 
being  so,  if  you  cannot  now  settle  the 
matter  upon  the  terms  of  former  Super- 
annuation Bills,  the  consequence  must 
be  that  the  ratepayers  will  hare  to  pay  a 
heavy    price  for  your  mis-management. 
Whateyer  rule  you  are  going  to  apply 
to  the  Metropoliten  Police  you  must  apply 
to  the  police  all   over  the  country  ;  they 
demand,  and  they  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand, that  they  shall  be  dealt  with  on 
the  same  terms.     Therefore,  if  you  are 
obb'ged  to  alter  those  terms,  you  will 
have   to    alter  your  unfortunate  Local 
Taxation  Bill,  because  you  will  have  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  superannuation 
upon  a  different  footing.     What,  then, 
is  the  situation  in  which  we  are  placed ) 
When    the     Metropolitan     Police     was 
instituted    it    was    placed    under     the 
immediate  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.     What  authority  has  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  had  over  the  London  Police 
during  the  last  fortnight)    Absolutely 
none.     It  has  not  been  to  him  they  have 
looked  as  the  head  of  it ;  it  has  not  been 
to  him  they  liave  looked  for  instructions ; 
they  have  looked  to  a  different  quarter. 
The  position  of  the  Metropolis  is  different 
from  that  of  all  other  Municipalities.    In 
all    other    Municipalities   the    police  is 
under  the  control  of  a  populux    body, 
which    has  behind  it  the  force   of   the 
public    opinion    of    the    community  it 
represents.     For    reasons     which    were 
thought    good  at  the  time,  and  which 
I    myself    have     thought    good    since, 
a  different  rule  has  been  established  in 
the   Metropolis,  and  the  police  are  put 
under  the  Executive   Government  and 


under  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  He  does  not  carry  with  him  that 
authority  which  belongs  to  the  Watch 
Committee  of  a  Town  Council.  His 
authority  must  depend  entirely  upon  the 
exercise  of  judgment  and  discretion. 
When  that  authority  is  subverted,  what 
is  your  position  1  You  have  nothing  to 
replace  it.  In  the  Metropolis  you  bave 
something  like  a  Pr«etorian  guard, 
subject  to  no  Local  Authority,  electing 
its  own  Emperor,  and  doing  what  it 
pleases.  That  is  a  situation  which  our 
Constitution  does  not  recognise.  You 
must  choose  between  two  things — you 
must  either  have  ministerial  responsi- 
bility ti>  this  Houiie,  or  you  must  have  a 
Municipality  having  authority  over  its 
own  police.  I  am  bound  to  say,  holding 
the  opinions  I  have  held  and  being 
aware  of  the  risks  which  might  befal 
the  popular  administration  of  the  police 
in  the  Metropolis,  I  think  the  evils 
existing  at  this  moment  in  the  Police 
Force  in  relation  to  the  Secretary  qt 
State  are  greater  than  any  risk  which 
could  arise  under  municipal  control.  In 
my  opinion,  the  conduct  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  inflicted  a  fatal  and  in- 
curable blow  upon  the  authority  of  the' 
Secretary  of  State  over  the  Metropolitan 
Police.  I  doubt  whether  it  is  possible 
to  retrieve  the  position  after  what  has' 
gond  on  in  London,  with  the  police 
despising  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
holding  meetings  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Chief  Commissioner,  and  with 
the  Secretory  of  State  and  the 
Chief  Commissioner  at  arm's  length.  If 
the  Secretary  of  State  could  not  agree 
with  Mr.  Monro,  why  was  not  his 
successor  appointed  at  once,  so  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  might  luive  had  the 
co-operation  of  a  Chief  Commissioner 
with  whom  he  was  in  accord,  and  the 
authority  of  his  office  might  have  been 
maintained  ?  I  can  only  conjecture  it 
took  some  time,  to  find  anybody  with 
courage  to  assume  the  office  under  the 
circumstances.  1  do  not  blame  Mr. 
Monro ;  I  do  not  blame  the  police ;  I 
blame  the  Secretary  of  State  for  a  condi- ' 
tion  of  things  absolutely  Inconsistent 
with  the  discipline  of  the  force.  Just 
consider  what  was  happening  the  other 
day.  We  begin  with  the  Chief  In- 
spectors and  Superintendents  holding 
meetingstodiscussand  condemn  the  legis- 
lative policy  of  the  Secretary  of  Stete. ' 
3  12 
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l^  that  a  thing  which,  iu  the  midst  of  a 
popnlation  of  5,000,000,  can  be  per- 
mitted 1  Let  me  give  a  parallel.  Sup- 
pose that  under  the  auspices  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief the  Anry  at  Aldershot 
were  collected  to  discuss  the  Estimates 
and  to  condemn  the  conduct  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War.  That  is  just 
parallel  to  what  has  been  happening  in 
London  during  the  last  fortnight,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  sits  down  calmly 
under  it.  One  of  two  things  ought  to 
have  happened.  Either  Mr.  Monro  was 
wrong,  and  should  have  been  removed 
from  authority  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
or,  as  I  am  much  inclined  to  think,  Mr. 
Monro  was  in  the  right,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  should  have  removed  him- 
self. To  go  on  in  this  state  of  things  is 
to  exhibit  to  the  police  an  example  of 
indiscipline,  between  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner and  his  chief,  which  is  certain  to 
demoralise  and  have  a  most  injurious 
effect  upou  the  police.  What  authority 
can  the  Secretary  of  State  be  expected 
to  exercise  ]  The  whole  Force  have  no 
regard  for  him  at  all,  but  look  to  the 
Chief  Commissioner  as  the  man  to  settle 
their  g^evances,  to  direct  their  policy, 
and  positively  to  appoint  the  Assistant 
Commissioner.  That  is  the  position  they 
have  taken  up.  They  took  up  that 
position  in  reference  to  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Howard,  and,  to  their  view,  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  succumbed.  They 
hare  taken  up  that  position  in  reference 
to  pay  and  pensions,  and  what  will  be 
the  issue  of  that  it  would  be  a  bold  man 
who  would  predict.  That  is  the  position 
into  which  the  Metropolitan  Police  have 
been  brought  by  the  administration  of  the 
right  hon.  Gbntleman.  As  to  the 
successor  of  Mr.  Monro,  paragraphs  have 
appeared  in  the  papers  saying  that  Mr. 
Monro  is  to  return.  I  never  believed  in 
that  report,  much  as  I  should  desire  it  to 
be  true.  How  could  Mr.  Monro  return 
— excellent  Chief  Commissioner  as  he 
is  ?  Why,  Sir,  if  he  had  come  back,  he 
must  have  come  back  as  the  master  of 
the  Secretary  of  State.  Why  has  the 
Secretary  of  State  put  himself  in  a 
position  in  which  so  valuable  an  ofiQcer 
<annot  return?  I  have  known  Mr. 
Monro,  and  I  am  sure  there  could  not 
be  the  smallest  difficulty  in  two  persons 
of  whom  he  was  one  coming  to  such 
an  understanding  as  should  exist  between 
such  officials.  Mr.  Monro  cannot  return. 
Sir  W.  Harcourt 


I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Grentleman : 
Have  the  Government  considered  what 
may  be  the  consequences  of  Mr.  Monro's 
not  returning?  Have  they  considered 
the  position  in  which  Mr.  Monro  stands  at 
this  moment  in  reference  to  the  Metro- 
politan Police  ?  I  do  not  want  to  aggra- 
vate the  difficulty  of  the  position,  but,  in 
my  opinion,  it  is  so  grave  that  I  cannot  pass 
over  it.  I  will  say  nothing  with  refer- 
ence to  the  distinguished  gentleman  who 
has  accepted  the  position  of  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Police.  I  know  how  diffi- 
cult such  a  position  must  be  for  anyone 
coming  fresh  to  it  with  things  in  their 
present  conditiqn.  But,  with  reference 
to  Mr.  Monro,  I  think  that  one  of  the 
great  merits  and  advantages  of  his 
position  was  that  he  was  a  civilian. 
1  do  not  lay  that  down  as  an  absolute 
rule.  I  have  known  distinguished  men 
in  the  control  of  the  Police  Force  who 
were  military  men  ;  but  depend  upon  it, 
in  the  c.mtrol  of  a  Police  Force,  let 
it  be  a  large  force  or  a  small  one,  the 
only  chance  of  success  for  a  military  man 
is  to  divest  himself  of  the  military  spirit 
as  Sir  E.  Henderson  so  admirably  did.  If 
you  attempt  to  introduce  a  militaiy 
administration  it  will  be  a  gr<^ at  disaster. 
I  hope  the  distinguished  officer  who  has 
been  newly  appointed  will  enter  upon 
the  position  with  a  sense  of  that  fact  I 
should  not  be  doing  my  duty  if  1  did  not 
express  my'^^pinion  that  the  introduction 
of  a  military -spirit  into  the  discipUne  of 
the  MetropoliSk^  Police  is  one  of  the 
worst  things  that  can  happen  to  that 
force,  or  to  the  po^^tion  committed  to 
their  charge.  I  haveysaid  that  I  regard 
the  existing  system  as  Cf^j  a  temporary 
system.  I  have  arriv^  with  regret 
at  the  conclusion  that  whaphas  happened 
during  the  last  four  years  h^  so  shaken 
and  undermined  the  authoSJty  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  it  w^l  be  im- 
}X)ssible  permanently  to  retyn  the 
authority  over  the  police  in  the  present 
hands.  I  believe  the  record  of  tie  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  adn^inistration  fiU  \» 
that  it  has  put  an  end  to  the  present 
system.  We  have  to  think  of  the  p"e8ent 
and  the  immediate  future.  No  cbange 
in  the  existing  system  can  now  be  made, 
but  it  is  impossible  that  in  the  present 
hands  the  system  can  go  on.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  feeling  of  the 
police — in  presence  of  the  fiwt  that  he 
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has  caused  and  maintaiaed  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  Monra — can  with  advantage 
restore  the  police  to  that  condition  of 
discipline  which  is  absolutelj  essential  to 
the  -well-being  of  the  Metropolis;  and, 
therefore,  in  speaking  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  position,  and  the  course 
which  he  has  ^ken,  I  r^^rd  in  him  the 
great  obstacle  to  the  re&toration  of  a 
sonnd  and  proper  feeling  on  the  part  of 
(he  police  of  London.  I  regret  to  have 
to  make  this  statement,  bnt  nobody  can 
doubt  that  the  position  of  the  police  is 
getting  worse  from  day  to  day.  Yester- 
day it  was  a  question  of  the  Superinten- 
dents and  their  idtlmatum ;  to-day,  I  see 
by  the  newspapers,  it  is  a  question  of  the 
Force  itself,  who  desire  to  go  further,  and 
in  a  different  direction  to  the  ultimatum 
of  the  Superiatendeuts.  What  is  the 
situation  of  the  Police  Force  on  the  dis- 
missal of  the  jostlj-popular  Chief  Com- 
missioner? They  are,  and  have  been, 
gathering  under  the  auspices  of  that 
Chief  Commissioner  to  remonstrate  with, 
and  to  discuss  and  practically  to  destroy 
the  authority  of,  the  Secretary  of  State. 
That  is  a  condition  not  creditable,  not 
safe,  and  absolutely  un-Constitutional. 
This  is  a  state  of  things  which  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  continue.  It  is  a 
state  of  things  which  has  never  existed 
before,  and  I  think  the  Government  will 
make  a  great  mistake  if  they  do  not 
recognise  the  fact  that  the  police  must 
be  dealt  with  in  a  different  manner  and 
in  different  hands. 

*(5.40.)  The  SECRETARY  of 
SPATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Matthews,  Birmingham, 
E.) :  I  have,  of  course,  no  com- 
pliant to  make.  Sir,  of  the  attack 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  far 
as  it  applies  to  me  personally.  But  I 
should  have  been  better  pleased  if  he  had 
based  that  attack  upon  a  statement  of 
facts  somewhat  more  definite,  in  order 
that  I  could  more  readily  grapple  with  it. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made  me 
personally  responsible  for  everything 
that  has  happened  untovrardly,  and  very 
much  to  my  r^ret,  for  some  weeks  past ; 
and  he  has  done  it  without  making  that 
statement  of  feet  which  would  justify 
him  in  bringing  such  charges,  against 
even  a  political  opponent,  in  a  matter 
which,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self justly  observed,  is  not  a  Party 
matter.     Most  assuredly   I  cannot  take 


to  myself  the  blame  of  the  slightest 
difference  with  Mr.  Monro  which  is 
due  to  my  own  conduct.  I  have  had, 
and  hare  now,  every  feeling  of 
sympathy  for  Mr.  Monro.  I  selected 
him  to  b3  Chief  Commissioner,  knowing 
him  to  be  a  fit  and  able  man  for  the  post, 
and  in  many  particulars  he  has  dis- 
char^d  the  duties  of  the  office  highly  to 
my  satisfaction.  I  deny  ia  the  most 
alHolute  wxy  that  there  has  been  any 
personal  difference  between  Mr.  Monro 
and  myself  as  to  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  which  has  led  to  his  resignation. 
Nobody  more  regretted  or  was  more  sur- 
prised at  that  resignation  than  I  was.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  inquired  into 
the  causes  of  that  resignation,  and  there, 
I  think,  he  was  not  quite  fair,  because 
he  put  in  the  front  rank  the  question 
about  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant 
Commissioner.  I  say  again — and  I  have 
good  reason  for  the  statement — that  that 
question  had  nothing  to  do  with  Mr. 
Monro's  resignation.  If  Mr.  Ruggles- 
Bris3  had  been  appointed,  Mr.  Monro 
would  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
resign,  and  I  have  stated  to  the  House, 
as  I  also  stated  to  Mr.  Monro,  that  I 
would  not  have  accepted  that  as  the 
ground  of  his  ultimatum.  As  I  said 
when  the  resignation  was  tendered  to  me, 
I  had  formed  no  decision  on  the  question 
of  whom  I  should  appoint,  and  I  had  ex- 
pressed no  decision  to  Mr.  Monro.  I  did 
in  this  matter  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  every  Secretary  of  State  ought 
to  do  in  distributing  patronage  in  the 
police.  The  appointment,  of  course,  is 
mine,  and  I  am  responsible  for  it ; 
bnt  I  desired,  above  all  things,  to  make 
no  appointment  against  the  opinion  and 
feeling  of  the  Chief  Commissioner,  and 
accordingly  I  took  the  opportunity,  Mr. 
Monro  having  submitted  to  me  a  recom- 
mendation, of  opening  the  subject.  I 
need  have  no  delicacy  in  mentioningnames 
now,  as  they  have  already  been  made 
so  public.  Mr.  Monro  recommended  Mr. 
Howard.  1  had,  of  course,  numerous 
other  applicants  for  the  post,  and,  among 
others,  wtis  Mr.  Ruggles-Brise.  I  am 
happy  to  join  most  emphatically  in  the 
praise  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  awarded  to  Mr.  Ruggles-Brisd,  bnt 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  incorrect 
in  one  particular.  It  was  not  due  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  Mr.  Ruggles- 
Brise  entered  the  Public  Service.     He 
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obtained  a  distingaished  place  in  it  by 
oompetitive  examination,  and  he  came 
with  a  first-cla-rs  from  Oxford. 

Sir  W.   HARCOURT:    I  appointed 
him  to  the  Home  OfiBce. 

•Me.  MATTHEWS :  No;  he  came  in  by 
competitive  examination.     I  can  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  am  right. 
No  donbt   the    right  hon.    Gentleman 
appointed  himas  hisprivate  secretary,  bat 
he  entered  theCivilService  by  competitive 
examination,  having  shown  his  ability 
by  taking  a  first-class  at  Oxford.     In  my 
experience    of   him — now    lasting  four 
years  —  I      fonnd     that     his      ability, 
character,    and    capacity    for    business 
were  such    that  I    considered    him    a 
perfectly   fit  candidate  for  the  position 
of    Assistant    Commissioner.      He    has 
served  not  only  as  private  secretary  to 
myself,  bnt  also  to  the  right  hon  Gentle- 
man (Sir  W.  Harconrt),  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Edinbui^h 
(Mr.  Ghilders),  and  Viscount  Cross  when 
he  was  at  the  Home   OfiBce.     He  has, 
therefore,  for  five  years  had —it  is  true, 
not    an    experience    of  the    actual    ad- 
ministration of  the  Police    Force — but 
has  had  knowledge  of  all  the  principles  of 
policy    which    have    guided   successive 
Secretaries  of  State  in  dealing  with  the 
Police  Force  ;  and  that,  in  my  jadgment, 
eminently  fitted  him  for  the   office  of 
Assistant    Commissioner.      I    discussed 
the  merits  of  the  candidates  frankly  and 
confidentially     with     Mr.     Monro.       I 
desired    to     hold     that    kind    of    con- 
fidential  communication   which  I  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  G«ntleman  ought  to 
take  place  between  the  Minister  in  whom 
the  patroBage  is  vested  and  the  chief  of 
the  Department  in  which  that  patronage 
is  to   teke   place.     It   was   in   order   to 
ascertain   the  feelings  of  Mr.  Monro  on 
the  subject  that  I  had  this  conversation 
with  him.     This  conversation  took  place 
on   June  9,   and   the    interview  closed 
without  my  having  formed  or  expressed 
any  determination  as  to  the  person  whom 
I  should  appoint   as  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
found  fault  with  me  for  appointing  Mr. 
Howard.     My  reasons  are  these,  and  I 
will  be  perfectly  frank  with  the  House : 
I  felt  the   moment  Mr.  Monro's  resigna- 
tion was  in  my  hands  on  June  10  that 
the  want  of  experience  in  Mr.  Ruggles- 
Brise,  which,  under   Mr.   Monro's  own 
guidance,  would  have  been  of  compara- 
Mr.  Matihewa 


tively  small  importance,  now  assnined, 
on  the  contrary,  the  gravest  importance. 
While  the  scale    might  have  teen  very 
evenly  balanced  between  the  two  candi- 
dates  up  to  that  time,  yet,  after  Mr. 
Monro's   resignation,   the  claims  of  the 
candidate  who  had  had  daily  experience 
of   the    police    deeidedly  preponderated. 
That  is  the  whole  story  of  this  matter  of 
patronage.     I  regret  that  it  was  ever 
introduced  at  all  to  public  notice.    It 
mustbedisagreeableto  both  the  gentlemen 
whose  names  have  been  mentioned.    I 
think  I  am  entitled  to  say,  from  commu- 
nication I  have  had  with  him,  that  it  was 
not,  and  could  not  have  teen,  the  cause  of 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Monro  even  if  Mr. 
Ruggles-Brise  had  teen  appointed,  and  it 
certainly  ought  not  to  be  suggested  as 
the  cause  of  my  appointiag  Mr.  Howard 
that  Mr.  Monro  resigned  because  1  at  first 
proposed  to  appoint  Mr.  Ruggles-Brise. 
Now,  I  cannot  disguise  from  the  House 
the  fact  that  this  question  of  police  super- 
annuation is  one  of  extraordinary  gravity. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  charitably 
said  that  the   ratepayers   will   have  to 
thank  me  for  increased  burdens.     I  can 
only  say  that  for  more  than   12  months 
my  test  attention  and  endeavours  have 
teen  given  to  devising  some  means  of 
diminishing    the    burden,    already   too 
heavy,  which  weighs  on  the  Metropolitan 
ratepayers  in  that  respect.    The  rapid 
growth  of  the  deficiency  in  the  super- 
annuation income  has  bc«n  the  cause  of 
grave    anxiety    to    me    for  nearly  two 
years.      In    1870    this    deficiency   was 
£63,000,   whereas   in   1889-90    it   wss 
close  upon  £150,000.   So  heavily  did  the 
subject  weigh  upon  my  mind  that,  in  the. 
Autumn  of  1889,  I  appointed  a  Depart- 
mental Committee  for  the  purpoee  of  con- 
sidering the     whole    question    of    tiie 
superannuation     of     the     Metropohtan 
Police  and  what  changes  in  the  system 
could  test  te  effected  so  as  to  diminish 
the  burden  upon  the  ratepayers.    That 
Committee   weis  constituted  in  a    way 
which  must  command  the  confidence  of 
the    House.       The   Commissioner   and 
Receiver  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  were 
upon  it,  as  were  also  the  Under  Secre- 
tary  for    the    Home    Department,   Sir 
Arthur    HaUbnrton,     Assistant    Under 
Secretary  at  the  War  Office,   and  Mr. 
Mowatt  of  the  Trwksnry.     What  I  had 
in  my  own  mind   was  to  bring  ahont, 
as  for  as  possible,   a  redaction  d  the 
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charge  of  superannnation.  Before  that 
Committee  there  was  disclosed  a  fact 
unknown  before,  namely,  that  in  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Force  itself,  which 
had  always  been  considered  to  be 
&Toared  beyond  every  other  force  in  the 
coontiy  with  regard  to  superannuation, 
there  was  discontent — ^I  will  not  put  it 
higher  than  that — with  the  terms  of 
superannuation  allowed.  Wlien  the 
Committee  began  to  deliberate  on  the 
"details  of  the  superannuation  scheme 
generally  the  attitude  of  the  Com- 
missioner was  this :  He  alleged  that  a 
promise  had  been  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir  W.  Har- 
'ccnrt)  that  the  pensions  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  should  be  improved,  and 
that  a  similar  promise  was  to  be 
gathered  from  Bills  presented  to  the 
House  by  successive  Liberal  Govern- 
ments. Accordingly,  he  stated  to  his 
'fellow-Committeemon  that  he  regarded 
it  as  a  vital  principle  underlying  the 
whole  matter,  that  a  promise  had  been 
made  to  improve  the  pensions,  and  he 
declined  even  to  discuss  any  detail  in 
connection  with  the  system  that  was  in- 
-oonsisteut  with  that  promise.  The 
-alleged  promise  of  the  right  hon.  Qtea- 
tleman  was  contained  in  a  speech 
delivered  at  a  dinner  or  a  luncheon  or 
«ome  festive  occasion  in  favour  of  the 
Police  Orphanage.  I  must  say  1  do  not 
.gather  from  that  language  any 
promise,  nor  do  I  think  that  any 
promise  can  be  fairly  inferred  from 
the  Bills,  but  Mr.  Monro  held  a 
•different  opinion,  and  this  shows 
that  the  idea  of  his  resignation  was  not 
hastily  adopted.  When  the  Commissioner 
•expressed  these  views  I  suspended  the 
deliberations  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee, for  obviously  a  Beport  without  the 
■concurrence  of  the  Commissioner  would 
-have  been  satisfactory  neither  to  me  nor 
to  any  one  else.  I  then  turned  my 
mind  to  the  framing  of  a  Bill  upon  just 
principles  which  might  meet  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  case,  and  I  took  for  my 
guide  the  Bill  which  the  two  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  introduced,  but 
iailed  to  carry.  My  desire  in  framing  the 
Bill  was  most  certainly  to  act  as  liberally 
to  the  police  as  my  financial  conscience 
would  allow  me.  1  had  not  the  slightest 
intention  or  desire  not  to  treat  the  police 
in  the  future,  as  I  believe  they  have  been 
treated  in  the  past,  with  the  utmost  con- 


sideration and  fairness,  and  although  I 
could  not  share  the  view  enunciated  by 
the  Commissioner  that  any  promise  had 
been  made  to  the  police  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  or  by  anybody  in  this  House, 
yet  I  could  not  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fpst 
that  the  introduction  of  Bills  by  succes- 
sive Governments  was  a  fact  upon  which 
just  expectations  might  be  founded.  It 
went  no  further  than  that.  I  took  these 
Bills  as  the  basis  of  the  scheme  I  have 
endeavoured  to  frame,  and  I  feel  sure 
that  in  my  drafts  I  have  not  given  less 
than  was  given  in  them.  Indeed,  I 
rather  think  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
terms  I  have  given  are  somewhat  more 
advantageous  than  those  of  the  previous 
Bills.  It  was  in  the  discussion  of  my 
draft  that  a  cloud  arose  in  a  summer 
sky.  I  sent  the  Bill  to  the  Commissioner 
for  his  perusal  and  opinion — a  course 
which  I  do  not  think  derogatoiy  to  the 
dignity  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  more 
than  was  due  to  the  Commissioner  him- 
self. Well,  the  Commissioner  commented 
with  considerable  severity  on  that  draft. 
I  spent  several  hoars  with  him  in  dis- 
cussing the  question,  and  I  made  altera- 
tions to  meet  certain  of  his  views. 
Many  of  the  points  he  raised  were  sound, 
and  I  adopted  a  vast  majority  of  his 
suggestions.  But  the  point  upon  which 
the  Commissioner  insisted,  and  without 
which  he  stated  that,  in  his  view,  no  Bill 
would  be  acceptable  to,  or  would  be 
accepted  by,  the  police,  was  a  pension  of 
not  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  pay  for 
25  years'  service,  without  condition 
either  of  age  or  medical  certificate,  and 
without  liability  to  deduction  in  the  event 
of  service  in  another  police  force  or  in 
employment  of  the  State.  That  the  Com- 
missioner considered  a  sine  qud  turn. 
Now,  I  believe,  and  I  shall  be  prepared 
to  arg^e  it  when  the  proper  time  comes, 
that  with  r^ard  to  tite  amount  insisted 
upon  by  the  Commissioner  for  ultimate 
pension  the  demand  was  not  what  fair- 
ness or  even  liberality  required.  I  in- 
formed the  Commissioner  that  the 
amounts  and  the  details  of  the  scheme 
in  my  draft  must  be  regarded  as  pro- 
visional ;  that  I  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  submitting  the  draft  to  my  col- 
leagues, and  that  I  should  have  to  get 
their  approval  and  asseiit  before  the  Bill 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  before 
the  scheme  could  be  regarded  as  final. 
I  had  a  difficulty  in  understanding  that  ■ 
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ihe  head  of  the  Police  Force  should,  in 
the  oircniDBtanoes,  treat  the  Bill,  thongh 
in  soma  points  it  might  not  have  been 
in  acooidanoe  with  his  views,  as  a  g^oand 
of  resignation.  Bat  on  Jane  10,  the 
day  after  we  had  discussed  the  Bill  for 
hours,  I  received  the  resignation  of  the 
Cknnniissioner,  in  the  terms  which  have 
been  published.  The  Commissioner 
said — 

"The  viewa  which  I  entertain  as  to  the 
justice  and  reaaonablenesB  of  the  df  ims  of  the 
Uetropolitan  Police,  in  connection  with  saper- 
annuation,  being  uofortttnately  on  vital  points 
diametrically  opposed  to  those  of  the  Secretary 
of  8tate,  I  cannot,  for  reasons  given  in  my 
Memorandum  of  the  6th  inst.,  accept  the  Bill 
as  adequately  meieting  such  just  and  reasonable 
claims." 

In  many  respects  I  agree  with   what 
fell  from    the    right    Hon.    Gentleman 
opposite  (Sir  W.  Harcourt)  as  to  the 
relations  that  should  exist  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Police.     I  agree  that  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  alone, 
mast  be  responsible  for  the  policy  of  the 
polioe.      [Mr.    Graham  :    The  London 
Connly  Conncil.]      I  think  that  when 
there  is  a  large  force  of  policemen  in  the 
heart  of  this  Metropolis  it  is  not  a  matter 
for  the  Connty  Council.      I  say  that  the 
police   must    be  governed   in   the     last 
resort  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  is 
amenable  and  responsible  to  Parliament. 
Of  coarse,  I  admit  that  executive  details 
and   the  discipline  of  the  Force  should 
rest  almost  entirely  with  the  Commis- 
sioner, and   I   should   certainly  abstain 
from  interfering  in  matters  of  that  kind ; 
bat  on  all  questions  of  policy,  involving 
the  finance  of  the  Force,  the  general 
.rules  of  the  Force,  or  the  relation  of  the 
Force  to  the  public — on  all  questions  of 
this  kind — the  decision  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  must  be  final.       I  quite  agree 
with  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  that  the 
Commissioner  should  be  consulted,  and 
that  every  attention  should  be  paid  to 
his  opinions,  and  I  readily  admit  the  high 
capability  erf  Mr.  Monro  to  consult  with 
and  advise  the  Secretrtry  of  State.     But 
I  also  think  that  on  questions  of  policy 
it  is  expedient  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Police  should    be  ready  to  accept  the 
decisions  of  the   Government,   through 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  cordially 
carry  them  out.      After  giving  the  most 
careful  consideration    I  could    to  this 
letter  of  resignation,  coming  as  it  did, 
Mr.  Matthews 


not  merely  as  an  act  of  hasty  feeling, 
such  as  may  occur  to  the  best  of  laen 
under  given  circumstancos,  but  a»  the 
result  of    an    attitude    that  had    Iteen- 
persistently    maintained    for     inontba^ 
I    came    to    the    conclusion     that     it 
was  my  duty  to  accept  the  resignation. 
In  view  of  the  attitude  trf  the  Commis- 
sioner in  assuming  to  treat,  as  if  he  were 
an  independent  power,  as  to  the  terms  of 
superannuation  of  his  Force,  as  to  demand- 
ing-from  the  Government  greater  pecuni- 
ary advantages  for  the  men,  and  as  t» 
tendering  his  resignation  upon  the  terms 
of  a  Bill  which  had   not  been   placed 
before  the  House,  and  which   no   eoe 
could  settle  but  the  House,  and    that 
being  not  a  momentary  or  hasty  act,  Imt 
the  outcome  and  result  of  a  continued 
line  of  action,  and  a  continued  expression 
of  opinion,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  it 
was  my  duty  to  accept  the  resignaticMi. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  i» 
all  my  fault.     He  has  not  condescended 
to  explain  how  or  why.     I  can  only  say 
I  exhausted  my  ingenuity  in  trying  t» 
frame  the  terms  of  the  Superannuation 
Bill  in  such  a  way  that  they  might  meet 
with  the  assent  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Police.     I  desired,  and  I  shall  desire,  to 
have    the   concurrence   of    that    officer 
in   the  proposals  which  we  feci  it  our 
duty  to   submit  to  Parliament  on   thia 
subject.     I    am  sure  the  Commissioner 
himself  will  say  I  was  never  wanting- 
in    consideration     or     in     courtesy     to 
him.  Although  in  what  may  be  compared 
to    a  Committee   discussion   which    we 
held,    we    both   expressed     our    view» 
decidedly  and  positively,  there  was  not 
the  least  heat,  temper,   or  ill-will  dis- 
played.    I  have  said  I  was  surprised  at 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Monro.     I  have 
said  I  accepted  it,  not  on  the  miserable 
ground  of  patronage,  which  never  ought 
to  have  been    introduced,  but  on  the 
greater  point.      I  felt  I  had  no  alter- 
native but  to  accept  the  resignation.     I 
accepted  it  with  very  great   regret.     I 
take  leave  to  say  Mr.  Monro  has  displayed 
many  admirable  qualities.     He  rendered 
great  service  to  the  State  as  Assistant 
Commissioner.     His  organisation  of  the 
Department  was  efficient  and  successful, 
and  his  undertaking  the  management  of 
the  Police  Force  at  the  moment  of  the 
unfortunate  resignation  of  Sir  Charln 
Warren,  to  which  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  refer  further,  was  of  itself  a 
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serrice  to  the  public  and  the  Govern- 
ment. In  manj  respects  his  administra- 
tion of  the  police  has  been  extremely 
efficient  and  able.  No  one  regrets  more 
than  myself  the  attitude  Mr.  Monro 
thought  it  necessary  to  adopt  upon 
this  question  of  leg^Iation — an  attitude 
which  seemed  to  me  totally  inconsis- 
tent with  the  relative  poflition  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Government, 
and  of  this  House,  and  of  Parliament, 
and  the  Committee.  The  right  hon. 
Gientleman  says  it  is  all  my  fault.  I 
listened  with  some  interest  and  curiosity 
to  know  why.  He  did  not  enlighten  me. 
I  know  not  how  or  in  what  way  I  could 
have  done  more  to  studiously  avoid  any- 
thing which  might  lead  to  friction.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  charge 
upon  me,  in  language  certainly  of  extra- 
ordinary vehemence,  the  state  of  things 
that  has  arisen  since  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Monro.  There,  again,  1  reg^t  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  taken 
more  pains  to  ascertain  the  facts.  1 
have  most  carefully  watched,  and  most 
accurately  ascertained  what  has  been 
happening  from  day  to  day,  and  here  I 
must  defend  Mr.  Monro  against  the 
accusation  that  was  rather  suggested 
than  definitely  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  namely,  that  he  had,  in 
some  sense,  encouraged  or  promoted 
something  very  much  resembling  dis- 
affection in  the  Force. 

Sm  W.  HARCOURT:  What  I  did 
say  was  that,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Police,  meetings  have 
been  constantly  taking  place  of  various 
members  of  the  Police  Force  to  diScuss 
the  measures  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
That  I  gather  from  the  newspapers.  Of 
course,  I  assume  the  meetings  were 
under  the  authority  and  permission  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Police,  or  they 
oould  not  have  taken  place. 
•Mb.  MATTHEWS:  I  repeat  it  is 
difiScult  to  grapple  with  allegations  that 
ended  in  nothing.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman must  mean,  I  suppose,  that  in 
consequence  of  what  has  happened  be- 
tween the  11th  of  June  and  the  present 
day,  I  ought  to  have  dismissed  Mr. 
Monro  from  Scotland  yard.  He  is  mis- 
taken in  his  facts.  He  has  accepted 
statements  put  forward  by  interested 
persons,  without  any  warrant  orauthority. 
These  alleged  meetings,  as  reported 
in  the  Press,   have   not   taken    place ; 


they  are  the  inventions  of  certain 
persons — [Sir  W.  Hakcoubt  :  The  news- 
papers]— not  only  the  newspapers — who 
have  Deen  attempting  to  get  up  an 
agitation.  I  have  seen  letters,  and 
indeed,  speeches,  by  members  of  what  i& 
called  the  Social  Democratic  Federation, 
in  which  they  encourage  the  police  to 
insubordination. 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT :  I  was  speaking^ 
of  meetings  of  Supeiintendests ;  and  I 
have  seen  documents  signed  by  these 
Superintendents,  and  there  have  been 
sent  to  me  documents  purporting  to  be- 
conclusions  and  the  representations  mad& 
by  these  Superintendents. 
•Mb.  MATTHEWS:  What  actually 
occurred  was  this.  Mr.  Monro  called 
before  him  the  Superintendents,  the 
Assistant  Commissioners,  and  the  Chief 
Constables,  and  informed  them  and 
directed  them  to  inform  the  Force,  that 
no  meeting  of  the  Force,  no  irregular 
agitation,  and  no  combined  action  would 
be  allowed,  and  1  must,  of  course,  stren- 
uously defend  Mr.  Monro  from  the- 
suggestion  that,  even  at  the  period  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  alluded  to,  he 
did  anything  so  disloyal,  and  so  contrary 
to  his  duty,  as  to  encourage,  or  foment, 
or  allow  anything  resembhng  agitation. 
The  only  meeting  which  took  place  was  a- 
meeting  of  the  chief  officers  of  the 
police,  summoned  by  the  Commissioner 
himself,  and  summoned  for  the  purpose 
of  warning  them  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  now  suggested  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  take  place.  It  wa& 
quite  true,  Mr.  Monro  went  on  to  say, 
that  the  Superintendents,  each  of  them 
in  their  own  divisions,  were  at  liberty  to 
ascertain  the  best  way  they  could,  by 
private  conference  and  otherwise,  the 
feelings  and  opinions  of  the  men  stationed 
under  them,  and  that  they  might  then 
report  to  him.  This  I  say,  on  the  best 
authority,  is  what  occurred.  I  was,  of 
course,  anxious  to  terminate  the  existing 
state  of  things  at  Scotland  Yard,  a» 
rapidly  as  I  could,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  must  know  that  the 
filling  of  such  an  office  as  that  of  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police  is  a  matter  which 
requires  grave  consideration.  He  must 
^so  know  that  various  steps  are  often 
necessary.  I  had,  above  all,  to  consider, 
which  1  did  consider,  the  question  of 
order  in  the  Force,  and  I  conceived  that 
order  in  the  Force  would  be  in  greater 
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peril  if  I  left  it  vitlioat  a  head,  and, 
above  all,  if  I  withdrew,  in  any  way 
resembUng  discredit,  a  chief  to  whom 
they  were  attached.  Therefore,  although 
I  might  not  absolutely  approve  of  every- 
thing that  has  taken  place  at  Whitehall 
Place,  since  the  11th  of  June 

*Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
((Lanark,  N.W.):  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  in  order  in 
imputing  dereliction  of  duty  to  Mr. 
Monro? 

•Mb.  MATTHEWS:  I  was  imputing 
no  dereliction  of  du4y  to  Mr.  Monro. 
Mr.  Monro  being  at  Whitehall  Place 
was  a  security  for  the  order  and  p3ace  in 
the  Metropolis,  and  a  seonrity  for  the 
jgood  conduct  and  subordination  of  the 
Police  Force,  and,  therefore,  I  do  not 
admit  I  am  open  to  the  reproaches  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  having  allowed 
that  state  of  things.  I  should  have  been 
glad  if  I  could  have  terminated  it  earlier, 
but  various  matters  had  to  be  considered. 
Now,  Sir,  I  am  not  aware  that  it  would 
be  seemly  or  right  that  I  should  discuss 
ihe  personal  qualities  of  the  gentleman 
whom  I  have  chosen  to  succeed  Mr. 
Monro.  His  career  speaks  for  him. 
So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge  that 
<»reer  has  been  distinguished  and  remark- 
able for  every  quality  of  ability  and 
character.  I  share  the  feeling  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  military 
«pirit  is  one  to  be  deprecated.  I  do 
not  agree  with  Mr.  Monro  when  in  his 
letter  of  resignation  he  treats  police, 
military,  and  legal  training  upon  an 
almost  equal  footing.  I  think  the  military 
training  is  of  subordinate  use,  although 
I  cannot  deny  that  it  is  some  use.  L^al 
training  I  consider  to  be  positively  mis- 
ohievous.  I  take  the  liberty  to  say  that 
Sir  B.  Bradford  will  not  bring  the 
military  spirit  to  the  command  of  the 
police.  He  is  a  man  whose  civil  services 
and  whose  civilian  achievements  far  and 
■away  exceed  and  outweigh  the  military 
portion  of  his  career.  He  did  in  India 
■wield,  control,  and  manage  the  whole  civil 
as  well  as  military  administration  of 
the  State  entrnsteid  to  him,  and  as 
Political  Secretary  at  the  Indian 
Office  for  some  years  he  has  acquired 
a  more  thorough  and  complete  know- 
ledge of  civilian  matters  and  pur- 
suits than  he  even  had  before.  I  am 
'quite  sure  he  will  not  bring  to  the  ad- 
Mr.  McUihewa 


ministration  of  the  police  any  of  those 
features  the  right  hon.  Glentleman  and 
others  desire  to  see  absent.  I  think  I 
have  now  travelled  over  the  ground 
covered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
1  cannot,  of  course,  expect  to  have 
his  approval.  I  should  be  glad  if  he  had 
given  me  something  more  tangible  to 
meet.  It  is  a  convenient  course  to  say 
that  everything  has  gone  wrong  since  I 
was  at  the  Home  Office — to  attribute  it 
all  to  my  misconduct. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  forgets  that  I  defended  him 
on  the  resignation  of  Sir  Charles  Warren. 
•Me.  MATTHEWS:  I  have  by  no 
means  forgotten  his  speech  on  that  occa- 
sion. I  think  it  worthy  of  him  and  of 
his  best  days ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  pardon  me  for  reminding  him 
that  he  has  imputed  to  me  the  blame  for 
the  resignation  of  Sir  Charles  Warren  as 
a  sort  of  makeweight,  or  as  though  tiie 
second  resignation  coming  on  the  top  <rf 
that  was  only  a  proof  of  how  much  I 
was  to  blame.  I  have  laid  the  reasons 
for  the  resignation  before  the  Committee. 
I  believe  I  have  stated  them  fully,  but 
I  am  quite  ready  to  answer  any  question 
any  hon.  Member  may  put  to  me  on  the 
subject.  I  am  unable  to  take  to  myself, 
or  to  impute  to  Mr.  Monro,  anything 
resembling  blame.  Mr  Monro  is  a  man 
of  strong  will  and  energetic  judgment, 
and  men  of  that  calibre  and  temper  do 
find  it  difficult  to  recognise  the  Parik- 
mentary  exigencies  of  such  a  situation 
as  this,  and  the  way  in  which  both  they 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  must  obey  the 
behests  and  the  will  of  Parliament 
Mr.  Monro  is  a  man  whose  opinions  and 
convictions  are  so  strong  that  he  cannot 
reconcile  himself  to  see  anything  but  tiie 
adoption  of  those  opinions.  One  mnst 
take  these  strong  and  adamantine  cha- 
racters as  they  are.  Therefore,  I  beg  to 
exonerate  Mr.  Monro  from  blame  and 
censure,  beyond  that  which  is  a  necessaiy 
consequence  of  what  I  have  said.  Just 
as  emphatically  do  I  beg  to  repudiate 
the  charges  which  in  his  extremely 
energetic  way  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  sought  to  make  against  me. 

(6.30.)  Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal 
Green,  S.W.):  Whatever  view  may  be 
taken  of  the  action  of  the  Home  Secretary, 
we  must  all  regret  a  state  of  things  which 
has  given  rise  to  grave  apprehension.  Up 
to  this  evening,  it  was  possible  to  hope  that 
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the  Chief  Commissionership  woald  have 
been  resumed  bj  Mr.  Monro,  a  gentleman 
who,  whatever  maj  be  said  for  and 
against  him,  is  certaialj  regarded  as  the 
advocate  of  the  jnst  and  legitimate  claims 
of  the  men,  and  as  having,  at  all  events, 
this  one  essential  qualification  for  snch 
on  office  as  this  in  question,  that  be- 
yond all  doubt  and  controversy,  although 
he  was  a  strict  and  rigid  disciplinarian, 
he  enjoyed  to  the  fullest  extent  the  con- 
fidence of  all  ranks  in  the  Metropolitan 
Force.  Now,  the  Home  Secretary  has 
laid  down  a  gpeneral  principle  which,  in 
his  judgment,  should  govern  the  rela- 
tions between  the  Home  Secretary  and 
the  Chief  Commissioner ;  and,  if  I  may 
venture  to  say  so,  I  think  he  has  laid 
down  a  sound  doctrine.  If  I  understand 
him  correctly,  that  doctrine  is  that,  so 
£ar  as  policy  is  concerned,  the  Home 
Secretary  is  and  must  be  supreme  ;  but, 
6o  far  as  administration  is  concerned,  as 
contra-distinguished  from  poUcrjr,  the 
Chief  Commissioner  should  have,  not 
perhaps  an  absolutely  free  hand,  but,  at 
all  events,  that  he  shoald  have  consider- 
able latitude.  I  regard  that  as  a  very 
sound  doctrine,  but  the  mischief  of  the 
case  is,  that  there  is  very  little  corres- 
pondence, &o  far  as  the  case  has  been 
disclosed  to  us,  between  the  principles 
and  the  practice  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
referred  at  length  to  the  question  of 
superannuation;  but  as  we  shall  have 
another  opportunity  of  dealing  with  that 
I  had  better  pass  it  by  for  the  present. 
But  I  am  very  much  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  refer  to 
another  point  of  difference  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Monro  in  his  letter,  which  was 
read  to  us  a  few  nights  ago.  The  pas- 
sago  I  have  particularly  in  view,  and 
which  the  Home  Secretary  seems  to  have 
entirely  ignored,  is  as  follows  : — 

"For  many  months  I  have  found  m}-8elf 
flnrrounded  with  difficulties  in  attempting  to 
piooare  reoogaition  of  what  seemed  to  me  to  be 
the  very  argent  demands  of  the  Police  Service 
in  connection  with  other  important  matters." 

that  is  to  say,  matters  apart  from  the 
question  of  superannuation.  On  this 
aspect  of  the  case  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said  positively  nothing, 
although  it  seems  to  me  we  cannot 
really  appreciate  the  merits  of  the 
quarrel,  if  quarrel  it  may  fairly  be 
called,  between   the   right    hon.   Gen- 


tleman and  the  Chief  Commissioner 
nntil  we  know  what  the  points  are 
to  which  reference  is  made  in  the 
passage  I  have  quoted.  If  I  am  cor- 
rectly informed,  one  of  the  demands 
Mr.  Monro  has  been  pressing  on  the 
attention  of  the  Home  Secretary  is  an. 
improvement  in  the  pay  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police.  For  my  own  part,  having 
devoted  some  attention  to  the  subject,  I 
think  that  the  question  of  pay  is  more 
important  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
Force  than  the  question  of  superannua- 
tion. I  find  that  in  the  Metropolitan 
Force,  as  compared  with  other  Forces, 
there  are  very  few  men  over  50,  and  also 
very  few  men  who  have  served  over  25 
years.  Out  of  a  Force  consisting  of  over 
14,000  men,  only  300  odd  have  completed 
25  years'  service.  I  find  also  that 
existing  pensioners  are  comparatively 
young,  the  average  age  being  only  45,  the 
average  of  service  having  been  21  years. 
In  these  circumstances,  I  think  it  will 
be  obvious  that  (he  question  of  Superan- 
nuation, however  important,  must  be 
considered  also  in  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion of  pay.  No  doubt,  so  far  as  Superin- 
tendents and  other  officers  in  responsible 
positions  are  concerned,  the  question  of 
superannuation  is  important,  because  it 
takes  many  years  to  become  Superinten- 
dent, and  the  period  when  they  can  claim 
these  pensions  must  be  rapidly  approach- 
ing. But  among  the  rank  and  file,  pay 
is  even  more  important  than  pensions,  and, 
unless  I  am  misinformed,  the  men  con- 
sider it  so  themselves.  Now,  a  word  or  two 
on  this  question  of  pay,  because  I  think 
the  present  scale  of  pay  for  constables 
in  the  Metropolitan  Police  is  not , 
adequate — first  of  all,  it  is  not  reasonably 
adequate  for  the  class  of  men  you 
desire  to  introduce  into  the  Force,  and, 
I  may  add,  keep  there;  secondly,  it 
is  inadequate,  having  r^ard  to  the 
duty  they  have  to  perform.  The 
peculiar  circumstances  of  London 
enable  us  to  make  a  comparison  which 
certainly  ought  to  have  great  weight ;  I 
mean  a  comparison  between  the  Metro- 
politan Force  and  the  Police  Force  of 
the  City  of  London.  An  hon.  Member 
the  other  day  asked  what  was  the  rate 
of  pay  of  the  City  Police,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gkntleman,  not  unnaturally,  was 
unable  at  the  moment  to  give  the 
information.  Now,  I  propose  to  place 
side  by  side  the  wages  of  three  classes 
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of  constables  in  the  Metropolitan  and 
Gitj  Forces.     In   the  lowest  class  the 
pay  in  the  Metropolitan  Force  is  24b.  a 
week,  in  the  City  25s.     In  tho  second 
class  27s.  in  the  Metropolitan  Force,  and 
28s.  8d.  in  the  City  Force.     And  in  the 
first  class,  which,  I  understand,  can  be 
attained  after  eight  years'  service,  30s. 
and  32s.   3d.  respectively.     The   Com- 
mittee will  see  that  the  rate  of  pay  in  the 
City  contrasts  very  favourably  in  the 
interests  of  the  men  with  the  rate  in 
the  Metropolitan  Force,  and  I  certainly 
think  no  reason  whatever  can  be  alleged 
why  the  Metropolis  generally  should  pay 
its  police  at  a  lower  rate  than  is  paid  by 
the  London  Corporation.    We  have   to 
consider  this  question  of  wages  in  regard 
to  all  classes  of  public  servants,  with 
reference   to  recent    events,   which    in 
many  cases   have   raised  the   rates    of 
wages  in  trades  and  occupations  outside 
the  Public  Service.    Take  the  case  of  the 
docker,  with   6d.  an  hour;   he   works 
the    same    number    of    hours    as    the 
police    ordinarily    do — and    I    empha- 
sise the  word  ordinarily,  because  there 
is   an   enormous   amount    of    overtime. 
The  ordinary  docker  making  the  ordinary 
number  of  hours  of  police  duty  receives 
26s.  a  week,  or  2s.  a  week  more  than  the 
lowest  rate  of  Metropolitan  policeman. 
And  I  remember  after  the  gas  stokers 
strike  seeing  an  advertisement  announc- 
ing that,  in  consequence  of  the  hours  of 
labour  in  that  occupation,  stokers  were 
required  at  Ss.   a  day.     I  mention  this 
case  particularly ;  it  is  not  an  occupation 
that  requires  any  training  or  skill,  but 
simply  physical  endurance,   in  this  in- 
stance no  doubt  to  a  considerable  degree.. 
But    then  in  the  Metropolitan    police 
physical    strength    is    quite    as    much 
required  as  in  the  work  of  gas  stokers. 
Now,  workmen  have  recently,  by  means 
of  combination,  and  I  may  say  agfitation, 
been  able .  to  raise  their  rate  of  wages. 
I  am  quite  aware  that  combination  and 
agitation  are  inconvenient,  and  particu- 
larly so  in  the  Public  Service,  but  if  you 
dislike  combination  and  agitation  among 
public  servants,  surely  the  best  and  most 
reasonable    mode  of    proceeding  is    to 
remove  the  ground  and  reason  for  such 
by  a  timely  concession  of  the  reasonable 
demands  which  policemen  or  postmen  or 
any  body  of  persons  might,  by  means  of 
combination,  be  able  to  enforce.     There 
is  another  matter  not  immediately  con- 
Mr,  Piekersgill 


cemed  with  this  discussion  so  &r  as  it 
has  proceeded,  upon  which  I  hope  we 
may  have  some  information  which  has 
not  yet  been  provided.     I  refer  to  the 
increase  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force 
by  1,000  men.     It  is  certainly  a  matter 
of  soreness,  a  legitimate  grievance,  as  I 
think,  to  the  ratepayers  of  London  that 
the  Force  is  to  be  increased  by  1,000  men, 
and  they  are,  of  courss,  to  provide  the 
necessary   cost,   without  being  in  aay 
way  consulted  in   the    matter.      I  da 
think  that,  having  regard  to  the  excep- 
tional circumstances  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police,  before  such  an  important  addition 
ss  this  was  made  there  ought  to  have 
been  an  inquiry — ^not    a  Uepartmenttd 
inquiry,  though  I  do  not  understand  there 
was  even  that — but  I  think  there  ought 
to  have  been  an  inquiry  something  in  the 
nature  of  an  inquiry  by  Select  Com- 
mittee   before    so     important    a    step, 
necessitating  so  considerable  an  increase 
on  the  burdens  of   the   Metropolis,  was 
taken.     I  want  the  right  h<m.  Gentleman 
to-night  to  give  us  a  direct  answer  how 
the  cost  of  these  additional  1,000  men  is 
to  be  provided.      We  are  somewhat  at  a 
loss  to  know  from  what  source  it  is  to  be 
taken.     It  has  been  suggested — I  do  not 
know  whether  tho   suggestion  is  well 
founded  or  not--that  the  £160,000  whid 
this  House,   under  the   Local  Taxation 
Bill,  will  pay  over  to   the  Receiver  of 
Metropolitan  Police,    or  a  considerable 
part  of   that  monoy,  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  pay  and  cost  of  these  1,000  additional 
men.  If  that  is  so,  I  do  think  a  course  has 
been  taken  which,  I  am  afraid,  I  must  call 
a  rather  surreptitious  course.       It  ought 
to  have   been  brought  before  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  in  a  more  direct 
manner   before    being    sanctioned.     Is 
this  increase  really  necessary)      Daring 
the  last  year  or  two,  I  have  noticed  that 
members  of  the  Force  are  being  used  in 
a  way  to  which  1  have  not   been   before 
accustomed  ;  what  I  must  call  a  political 
use    is    being     made    of     these    men. 
Sometimes,  when  attending  meetings- 
very     small    meetings     sometimes— I 
have  seen  from  two  to  six  constables 
waiting  at  the  door  or  patrolling  near.  1 
have  no  complaint  to  make  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  men ;  they  have  always  con- 
ducted themselves  in  a  proper  and  civil 
manner ;  but  in  the  interest  of  the  rate- 
payers, in  the  interest  of  persons  whose 
property  has  to  be  protected,  I  do  torn- 
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plain  of  the  presence  of  these  men  on 
saoh  occasions,  the  waste  of  the  Force, 
and  I  think  they  would  be  yery  much 
better  and  more  usefully  employed  on 
their  ordinary  beats,  or  their  ordinary 
proper  duty  of  preventing  and  detecting 
crime.  Upon  the  question  whether  or 
not  the  increase  is  necessary,  let  me 
compare  the  position  of  the  London 
Police  and  the  position  of  the  police  in 
other  large  towns.  In  London  I  find  the 
proportion  of  police  to  inhabitants  is  one 
to  435.  Manchester  is  the  only  town 
that  comes  near  this  high  proportion; 
the  proportion  in  provincial  towns,  and  in 
the  largest  of  them,  is  generally  little 
over  half  that  of  London.  Then,  again, 
when  I  take  the  test  of  the  number  of  in- 
habited houses,  I  find  that  in  London  there 
are  16  policemen  to  every  1,000  inhabited 
houses.  No  town  in  the  country  comes 
near  this  proportion,  Manchester  again 
coming  next  with  12  men  to  every  1,000 
inhabited  houses.  Now,  only  having 
regard  to  this  comparison,  should  it  be 
necessary  to  increase  the  number  of 
Metropolitan  Police  1  I  hope  we  shall  have 
some  definite  and  distinct  reply  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  press  this 
question  upon  him  for  this  reason  :  that 
1  find  the  relation  of  the  population 
to  the  criminal  classes  in  London  accord- 
ing to  Police  Returns  is  as  2,000  to  one. 
In  what  the  public  call  "  pleasure  "  towns, 
such  as  Bath,  Brighton,  Scarborough, 
and  so  on,  the  estimate  is  1,500  to  one, 
and  in  large  centres  of  industry,  such  as 
Birmingham,  Sheffield,  and  Wolverhamp- 
ton, the  criminal  class  is  estimated  as 
one  to  every  500  of  population.  Having 
regfard  to  this  ratio,  again,  I  ask  why  is  a 
still  further  increase  of  the  Police  Force 
necessary  ?  It  is  true  that  last  year  there 
was  an  increase  of  crime  in  London  of 
nearly  10  per  cent.,  but  I  suggest 
whether  the  reason  of  such  increase  was 
not  that  under  the  regime  of  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  police  were  being 
withdrawn  from  their  legitimate  duties 
for  purposes  which  partake  more  or 
less  of  a  political  complexion  t  The 
moral  to  be  drawn  from  the  whole 
of  the  unfortunate  controversies  between 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  successive 
Chief  Commissioners  is  very  plain:  it 
is  that  the  control  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  should  be  transferred  to  the 
London  County  Council.  It  is  obvious 
that  mischief  results  from  what  I  may 


call  this  dual  control,  for  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  almost  a  dual  control,  of  the  Home 
Office  and  Scotland  Yard.  On  the  other 
hand,  nothing  but  good  can  result  from 
the  transfer.  Whatever  Covernment 
may  be  in  power  will  be  rdieved  from 
the  obstruction  to  business  which  Parlia-^ 
mentary  discussion  of  Metropolitan  Police 
matter  brings  about ;  but  over  and  above 
that,  I  put  it  mainly  on  the  right  of  the 
ratepayers  of  London  to  have  control 
similar  to  that  which  is  exercised  by  the. 
ratepayers  of  other  large  towns — the  right 
to  control  the  civil  force  they  are  called 
upon  to  pay  for. 

•(6.53.)  Me.  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.)  :  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
raised  a  great  many  questions  of  import- 
ance which,  no  doubt,  will  occupy  atten- 
tion, but  we  must  not  for  the  moment 
pass  from  the  question  raised  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  W.  Harcourt) 
to  which  the  Home  Secretary  has 
made  a  reply,  the  condition  of  the 
Metropolitan  Force  as  it  ■  is  to-day. 
We  liave  just  listened  to  the-defence,  if  I 
may  so  call  it,  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  his  present  administration,  and  the 
r^ht  hon.  Gentleman,  I  am  sure,  will 
pardon  me  for  saying  I  regard  that 
defence  as  both  incomplete  and  incon- 
elusive.  We  are  in  a  somewhat  unfortu- 
nate position  in  this  Debate,  and  I  think 
my  right  hon.  Friend  had  good  ground 
for  complaini:.  Full  notice  was  given 
several  days  ago  of  the  intention  of  my 
right  hou.  Friend  to  impugn  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  police,  and  why  have  no 
Papers  been  laid  before  us  P  The  Home 
Secretary  was  asked  to  lay  Papers  before 
the  House,  and  he  was  understood  to  say 
he  would  lay  correspondence  before  the 
House,  but  he  has  not  laid  one  line  from 
that  day  to  this.  We  have  had  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Monro,  addressed  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  upon  which  I  shall 
comment  shortly,  and  we  know  that  a 
statement  has  appeared  in  the  Press  that 
Mr.  Monro  did  not  accept  the  statement 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  as  borrect,  and 
Mr.  Monro  stated  that  when  the  House 
is  in  possession  of  documents  the  House 
will  be  in  a  position  to  form  a  correct 
opinion.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
told  the  House  that  on  June  5  there 
was  a  Memorandum  presented  to  him  by 
Mr.  Monro,  embodying  the  whole  of  Mr. 
Monro's  objections  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  policy.   Why  has  the  House 
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not  had  that  Memorandamt  In  order 
to  know  what  Mr.  Monro's  case  is,  the 
Honse  ought  to  know  what  that  gentle- 
man has  said,  and  said  in  writing.  I  do 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can 
claim  that  the  Memorandom  is  a  confi- 
dential document,  because  the  whole 
relations  of  the  past  are  altered,  and  the 
House  of  Commons  is  called  upon  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  Home 
Secretary  was  justified  or  not,  I  will 
not  say  in  driving  things  to  an  issue  and 
to  Mr.  Monro's  resignation,  but  in  accept- 
ing Mr.  Monro's  resignation.  So,  I  say, 
we  ooght  to  have  Mr.  Monro's  statement 
in  writing.  The  Home  Secretary  put 
the  resigfuation  of  Mr.  Monro  entirely  on 
the  question  of  superannuation,  and  if 
that  were  the  whole  question  there  would 
be  much  to  say  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's position  ;  bnt  that  was  not  what 
Mr.  Monro  said  he  resigned  for.  He 
gave  four  points  in  his  letter,  and  the 
House  has  a  right  to  know  what  were  the 
"  fair  requirements  and  demands  of  the 
police  in  other  important  matters  " — that 
is,  besides  superannuation — to  which  the 
Home  Secretary  would  not  lend  an  ear, 
and  in  consequence  of  which  the  Chief 
Commissioner  resigned.  The  House  is 
entitled  to  know  wliat  were  the  points  of 
police  administration  on  which  Mr.  Monro 
and  the  Home  Secretary  differed,  and 
also  the  grounds  on  which  Mr.  Monro  got 
the  impression  that  Mr.  Raggles-Brise,  and 
not  Mr.  Howard,  was  going  to  be  appointed 
as  Assistant  Commissioner.  There  was  a 
conversation  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  the  claims  and  qualifica- 
tions of  candidates  were  fully  discussed, 
and  I  give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
fullest  credit  for  desiring  to  do  the  best 
for  the  interest  of  the  force,  but  Mr. 
Monro  says  the  impression  left  upon  his 
mind  was  that  Mr.  Ruggles-Brise  was  to 
be  appointed.  That  is  what  Mr.  Moni-o 
said.  I  do  not  say  he  is  right .:  bnt  I  do 
say  we  are  entitled  to  know  all  that 
passed  from  first  to  last,  and  then  we 
shall  know  how  these  differences  have 
arisen.  Now,  I  will  say  a  word  or  two 
about  the  position  of  the  police,  and  I 
would  suggest  to  the  Home  Secretary 
and  the  other  Members  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  this  is  quite  as  im- 
portant a  matter  as  are  many  of  the 
questions  which  the  Honse  is  now  db- 
cussing.  In  fact,  I  do  not  know  any 
question  of  more  importance  to  this 
Mr.  U.  H.  Fowler 


Honse  or  the  Metropolis  than  the  condi- 
tion of  the  poliee-.-and  it  is  that  question 
which  the  House  has  now  to  consider. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Derby  has  criticised  the  administration 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  l^  the  Home 
Secretary,  and  has  said  that  the  PoUce 
Force  now,  for  the  first  time,  is  in  an  un- 
satisfied, discontented,  and  unsatisfactory 
state,  and  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  did  not  deny  one  syllable 
of  this  assertion.  All  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  was  to  justify  himself  as 
far  as  he  could.  Bnt  what  is  it  that 
the  Home  Secretary  tells  us  on  this 
headi  He  simply  says  he  has  heard 
nothing  of  any  dissatisfaction,  nor  of  any 
meetings ;  that  he  believes  the  police  to 
be  perfectly  loyal  and  contented,  and  he 
uses  some  cheering  words  with  regard  to 
the  Metropolitan  Force.  I  do  not  suppose 
the  Home  Secretary  ever  reads  so  wicked 
a  paper  as  the  Daily  Newt ;  but  I  may 
say  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
only  looked  at  this  morning's  copy  of 
that  paper  he  would  hare  seen  a  state- 
ment, which  I  will  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  Committee.     It  is  that — 

"  A  crowded  meeting  of  Metropolitan  PoUce 
oonatables  took  place  last  night  in  order  to  dis- 
cuss the  grievances  of  the  force.  The  meeting 
was  in  continuation  of  one  that  took  place  ana 
was  adjourned  a  week  before,  and  the  proceed- 
ings  wereof  a  particularly  enthusiastic  charac- 
ter. All  direct  references  to  Mr.  Matthews 
and  the  GtovemmeDt  were  greeted  with  a  chom* 
of  groans  and  cheers." 

I  am  not  going  to  read  the  fall 
account  of  that  meeting.  I  have  no 
doubt  there  was  a  discussion  of  the 
right  hou.  Gentleman's  proposals  ;  and, 
when  the  time  comes,  we  shall  be  able 
to  see  whether  or  not  a  g^ood  deal 
may  be  said  for  them.  But  the  real 
point  is,  thit  this  meeting  affords  evi- 
dence that  the  police  are  dissatisfied  and 
discontented,  and  that  they  have  been 
holding  meetings  of  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  he  has  heard 
nothing.  With  regard  to  superannua- 
tion, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  laid  g^at 
stress  on  the  promises  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Derby.  But  I 
must  point  out  that  the  promises  made 
by  my  right  hon.  'Friend  were  embodied 
in  his  Bill ;  and  on  this  point  there  can 
be  no  mistake,  for  I  was  at  the  Home 
Office  up  to  the  time  my  right  hon. 
Friend  left,  and  I  know  that,  in  the  Bill 
he  had  prepared  and  brought  in  in  1885, 
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he  gave  fall  expression  to  his  opinion  as 
to  what  were  the  just  claims  of  the 
Metropolitan  Polios  to  superannnation. 
Bat  if,  aa  we  are  told,  Mr.  Monro  raised 
objections  to  the  present  scheme  of  the 
Home  Secretary  before  the  Departmental 
Committee  which  has  investigated  the 
matter,  and  relied  on  the  Bill  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend,  there  mast  have  been 
tomething  in  the  new  proposals  very 
different  from  those  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend.  I  have  gone  over  the  matter 
carefullv,  and  I  may  say  that  the  Bill  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  is  practically  our  Bill ;  indeed, 
I  may  say  that  I  think  it  is  a  litUe  better 
in  some  important  point,  probably 
becanse  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
found  the  Treasury  a  little  more  pliant 
than  we  did ;  bat,  subject  to  that  re- 
mark, the  criticism  would  be  merely 
verbal  as  between  the  two  schemes,  the 
present  superannuation  scheme  being 
virtually  that  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Derby.  This  being  the 
case,  we  want  to  know  why  it  is  that 
Mr.  Monro  was  satisfied  with  the  pro- 
mises of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  and  yet, 
when  before  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee, raised  objections  to  the  present 
scheme,  thereby  bringing  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  to  a  deadlock.  We 
can  see,  if  we  read  between  the  lines, 
that  the  Home  Secretary  wanted  to 
reduce  the  rates.  The  point  is,  however, 
that  the  Home  Secretary  evidently  had  in 
contemplation  some  modification  of  terms 
in  the  pablic  interest.  All  these  things 
are  part  of  the  history  of  the  contro- 
versy between  Mr.  Monro  and  the  Home 
Secretary,  and  are  no  doubt  fully  set 
forth  in  the  Memorandum  of  the  5th 
June,  which,  I  say,  we  ought  to  have 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House.  The 
Home  Secreiaiy  has  told  us  that  nothing 
could  have  surprised  him  more  than  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Monro ;  but  only  five 
minutes  later  he  stated  that  Mr.  Monro 
had  maintained  a  hostile  a'ttitude  per- 
sistently for  several  months.  This, 
therefore,  was  the  outcome  of  a  continued 
line  of  action. 

Me.  MATTHEWS:  I  beg  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  pardon.  I  did  not  use 
the  word  "  hostile." 

•Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  :  Then,  Sir,  I  at 
once  withdraw  the  word  "  hostile ; "  but 
I  made  a  note  at  the  time  of  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  say,  and  it  was 


"  that  Mr.  Monro's  resignation  was  the 
outcome  and  result  of  a  continued  line  of 
action,"  and,  if  this  were  the  case,  it  ia 
di£Bcult  to  imagine  how  the  resignation 
should  have  given  so  unexpected  a 
shock  to  the  mind  of  the  Home 
Secretary.  But  the  Home  Secretary 
says  there  have  been  diflBculties 
during  the  last  four  years  as 
between  the  Home  OfiBce  and  the 
police,  and  when  we  are  dealing  with 
the  administration  cf  a  force  which 
really  amounts  to  an  Army,  and  with 
men  who  are  virtually  occupying  the 
position  of  Generals,  we  may  form  some 
idea  of  the  nature  of  the  situation.  We 
must  look  upon  the  Home  Secretary  as 
the  head  of  that  Army,  and  we  find  that, 
under  his  administration,  there  have 
been,  during  the  past  four  years,  strained 
relations  as  between  the  Home  Office 
and  Scotland  Yard,  and  the  Home  Office 
and  the  public.  The  public  have  been 
brought  into  collision  with  the  Metro- 
politan Police  during  those  four  years, 
but  previous  to  that  no  such  occurrence 
has  been  known  since  the  establishment, 
of  the  Police  Force.  We  all  know  that 
Sir  Charles  Warren  was  under  the 
necessity  of  resigning  his  post  not  so 
very  long  ago,  and  now  his  successor,  Mr. 
Monro,  feels  compelled  to  take  the  same 
step  under  circumstances  which  cer- 
tainly demand  the  careful  attention  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  the 
duty  of  Mr.  Monro  to  represent  to  the 
Home  Secretary  what  he  believed  to  be- 
the  views  and  wishes  of  the  force  under 
his  command.  It  was  not  his  duty  to 
dictate,  and  I  cannot  understand  that 
he  thought  it  right  for  him  to  settle  the 
basis  on  which  the  superannuation, 
scheme  should  be  arranged.  Well, 
we  cannot  pass  over  this  question 
without  putting  to  ourselves  the 
question :  why  should  London  differ 
from  Manchester,  Birmingham,  Liver- 
pool, Glasgow,  and  the  other  great  towna 
of  England  and  in  the  counties  ?  In 
those  places  there  is  no  friction  between 
the  Government  and  the  police,  and  the 
poUce  are  perfectly  satisfied  to  be  con- 
trolled and  governed  by  the  Representa- 
tive Bodies  in  the  large  Municipalities 
and  counties.  What  is  there  in  London 
which  should  necessitate  the  placing  of 
the  Police  Force  under  a  different 
system  of  administration  ?  I  know  there 
is  in  some  quarters  a  feeling  which  may 
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be  illustrated  by  what  was  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Sonth  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Childers)  when 
he  said  he  should  always  support, 
maintain,  and  defend  the  existence  of  an 
Imperial  Police  Force  in  London  under 
what  he  called  Imperial  administration  ; 
but  I  think  there  is  a  general  opinion 
tliat,  had  the  Metropolitan  Police  been 
placed  under  representative  control,  our 
minds  would  have  been  set  at  rest  with 
r^ard  to  all  the  questions  that  have  of 
late  arisen. 

Mb.      cavendish       BENTINCK 
<Whitehaven) :  No. 

♦Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLER:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  White- 
haven indignantly  denies  that  assertion, 
and  I  ask  him  for  some  ground  for  his 
denial;  I  ask  him  or  any  other  hon. 
Member  opposite  to  name  one  of  the 
large  provincial  towns  in  which  there 
has  been  any  collision  between  the 
police  and  the  authorities  by  whom  they 
are  controlled.  I  had  the  honour  of 
sitting  on  the  Watch  Committee  of  the 
town  with  which  I  am  connected  for  a  good 
many  years,  and  I  know  that  there  the 
the  police  are  able  to  bring  legitimate 
public  opinion  to  bear  ou  the  Governing 
Body,  which  is  a  totally  different  thing 
from  what  may  happen  in  a  crisis  of  this 
«ort,  where  the  police  -may  be  drawn — 
it  will  be  a  dangerous  matter  if  they 
should  ba — in  to  political  action.  I  know 
«f  nothing  which  we  in  this  House 
would  more  regret — whether  in  the  case 
•of  the  police,  or  the  civil  or  military 
servants  of  the  Crown — than  that  they 
should  use  their  position  as  electors  to 
approach  this  branch  of  the  Legislature 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  certain 
pecuniary  advantages  for  themselves. 
These  are  questions  which  will  arise 
again  and  again  in  this  Metropolis  until 
the  House  fairly  faces  the  position  and 
decides  that  the  police  of  London  shall 
be  in  no  worse  position  than  are 
the  police  of  any  other  locality. 
I  think  that  this  Debate  has,  at 
any  rate,  shown — and  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  pardon  me 
for  saying  so,  as  I  say  it  without  any 
disrespect — that  there  are  departments 
of  public  administration  for  which  the 
Home  Office  is  not  exceptionally  well- 
fitted.  I  feel  that  the  present  collision 
between  the  Home  Office  and  the  police 
is  a  very  unfortunate  incident.  It  is,  of 
Mr.  H.  II.  Fowler 


cours3,  difficult  to  apportion  the  blame, 
and  I  am  sure  the  House  will  not  under- 
take to  do  so  without  further  informa- 
tion. We  ought  to  have  all  the  papers 
before  us.  I  would  suggest  that  the  best 
and  wisest  course  the  Home  Secretary 
can  pursue  would  be  to  take  steps  to 
relieve  the  Home  Office,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, from  its  present  control  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police,  for  which,  under 
the  circumstances  which  have  arisen,  the 
Home  Office  has  shown  itself  to  be 
peculiarly  unfitted.  As  iex  as  the  Metro- 
politan Police  are  concerned,  I  cannot 
but  speak  of  them  with  the  highest 
respect,  and  I  repeat  that  no  man  has  been 
more  generous  to  them  than  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Derby. 
There  is  no  indisposition  on  the  part 
of  those  on  this  side  of  the  Hcnae 
to  do  what  is  fair  and  just  to  the 
police,  but  we  are  bound  to  remem- 
ber that  our  public  system  of  pension 
and  superannuation  is  a  very  wide  tip- 
tern,  and  that  we  shall  have  to  deal 
with  other  interests  than  police  interests 
if  we  grant  exceptional  privileges  to  that 
Department  of  the  Public  Service.  Un- 
doubtedly the  Metropolitan  Police  ought 
to  be  well  paid,  oven  better  paid  than  the 
jx)lice  elsewhere,  because  of  the  special 
expenditure  they  are  put  to,  and  because 
of  the  exceptionally  hard  duty  they  have 
to  perform.  They  are,  I  think,  entitled 
to  a  just  and  fair  superannuation  allow- 
ance. I  regard  the  London  police  as  an 
exceedingly  intelligent  Force,  and  also  as 
a  body  of  men  actuated  by  the  highest 
principles  in  the  performance  of  thednfy 
devolving  upon  them  in  the  position  in 
which  they  are  placed.  I  do  not  ssy 
that  in  a  Force  of  some  14,000  or  15,000 
men  there  are  not  a  few  who  will  say  or 
do  things  that  are  to  be  regretted,  but  I 
believe  ttiat,  as  a  whole,  they  deserve 
and  possess  the  confidence  of  the  public. 
When  we  remember  that  this  great  city 
contains  fiv^  millions  of  people,  or  one 
million  more  than  the  entire  population 
of  Scotland,  and  that  it  is  kept  in  order 
by  a  Force  of  15,000  police,  I  think  we 
may.  say  that  one  of  the  proudest  features 
of  our  national  life  is  the  way  in  which 
the  peace  is  preserved  in  the  Metropolis. 
There  is  every  disposition  on  this  side  of 
the  House  to  deal  with  the  police,  not  pnly 
in  the  fairest,  but  also  in  the  most  libersl 
manner,  but  we  do  apprehend  that  there 
is  a  public  danger  in  the  sustained  fcio- 
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tion  whieh  has  been  going  on  between  the 
police  and  the  Home  0£Soe.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  will 
not  give  as  papers  on  the  subject,  and, 
as  far  as  we  know,  at  any  rate,  speaking 
what  is  my  own  opinion,  this  regrettable 
resignation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Monro 
k   not   an  act  which   will  inflict  great 
loss  on  the  Public  Service,  for  however 
distinguished  may  be  the  gentleman  who 
is  to  succeed  him,  I  very   much  doubt 
whether    we    shall  find   anyone  better 
qualified  than  Mr.  Monro  to  fill  his  post, 
while  I  am  quite  certain  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  any  new  Commissioner  will 
gain  the  confidence  of  the  Force  to  the 
extent  that  he  has  done. 
•(7.18.)  Sib  L.  PELLY  (Hackney,  N.)  : 
I  merely  rise  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that,  however  much  we  may  regret  and 
deplore  the  loss  of  the   services  of  Mr. 
Monro,   I  cannot  refrain  from  heartily 
eongratulating    Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment on  the  happy  selection  they  have 
made  of  a  sucpessor  to  that   gentleman 
in  the  person  of  Sir   Edward   Bradford. 
I     have    had    the     pleasure    and    the 
honour    ol   serving    with  Sir    Edward 
Bradford       for       many       years.      We 
were      associated      together      in      the 
Province  of    Bajpootana;   and   I    have 
been  more   or    less    directly   cognisant 
of    his    work    under     three    successive 
Viceroys,     namely,    Lord    Mayo,    Lord 
Northbrook,    and     Lord   Lytton;    and 
I     know    that    these     three    Viceroys 
entertained  the  highest  opinion  of  Sir 
Edward  Bradford  in  every  respect.     I  do 
not  desire  to  draw  comparisons,  but  I 
may  say  that  I  am  unable,  after  40  years' 
service,    to   call   to  mind  any  officer  of 
whom  I  have  a  higher  appreciation  in 
respect  of  temper,  tact,  patience,  suavity 
of  manner,  firmness  of  mind,  experience 
in  the  management  of  the  most  difficult 
aflEairs  of  the  police  for  the   whole  of 
India,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  peculiar 
g'enins  which  he  has  displayed  in  attract- 
ing   those    with    whom   he    has     been 
associated.     He    gains  the  afCectious  of 
the  men  who    work   under    him,    and 
carries   out  his    duties     in    a    manner 
which,  as  I    have   already    said,    is  in 
many  of  its  characteristics  unsurpassed. 
I      know    how     dangerous     it    is     to 
prophecy,  but    if    I   could    venture    to 
make    a    prophecy     on    this    occasion, 
it     would      be     that     Her     Majesty's 
Government  will  never  have  cause  to 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    [thibd  sesibj.] 


regret  the  appointment  of  Sir  Edward 
Bradford  to  the  post  of  Chief  Commis- 
sioner.    I  am  sure  he  will  endear  himself 
in  a  short  time  to  his  subordinates,  that 
he  will  thoroughly  understand  the  work 
he  has  to  do,  and  that  he  will  bring  to 
bear  upon   it  an  experience  which  will 
prove  of  the  greatest  value  to  the  service 
of  the  Metropolis. 
♦(7.20.)  Mb.  JAMES  STUART  (Shore- 
ditch,  Hoxton)  :  I  am  sure  we  were  all 
glad  to   hear  the  satisfactory  testimony 
which    has    just    been    given    to    the 
ability  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
received  the  appointment  of  Chief  Com- 
missioner.    But  the  question  really  is, 
how  long  is  Sir  Edward  Bradford  likely 
to  retain  the  post  now  that  he  has  been 
appointed  ?    If  he  is  at  all  like  his  pre- 
decessors  he  will  go  through  what  has 
come  to  be  a  uniform  process.     He  will 
get  into  more  and  more  difficulty  and 
friction  with  the  Home  Office  until  some 
point,  trivial  or  important,  will  inevitably 
arise,  when   the  friction  will  become  so 
great  that  he  will  be  unable  to  bear  the 
strain  any  longer,  and  his  relations  with 
the  Home  Office  will  come  to  an  end. 
That  is  the  history  not  only  of  one  Chief 
Commissioner,  but  of  two,    namely.  Sir 
Charles  Warren    and  Mr.   Monro^     the 
gentleman   who  has  just  retired.     The 
Home  Secretary  has   made  a  most  un- 
satisffictory  reply  to  what  was  said  by 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  the   Member 
for  Derby.     He  has  dwelt  in  the  main 
on  one  single  point  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Monro,   namely,   his  dealing  with   the 
superannuation  question,   but  I  would 
remind  the  Committee  that  Mr.  Monro 
has  drawn  attention  to  a  long  series  of 
difficulties  respecting  the  administration 
of      the      police      and    the      proposed 
legislation,     and      we      on      this    side 
have     a     right  to    know     what    these 
difficulties  are,  because  that  is  in  reality 
the  gravamen  of  the  whole  matter.     The 
question  is.  What  have  been  the  continued 
relations  between  the  Home  Office  and 
the   Commissioners  of  Police?     To  all 
appearance  they  have  been  such  as  to  ren- 
der it  practically  impossible  that  the  H  ome 
Secretary  and  the  Chief  Commissioner 
could  work  together  in  peace,  and  whore 
that  is  the  case,  there  is,  of  course,  an 
end  to  all  good  government.  That  would 
seem  to  be  the  state  of  things  at  present. 
Well,  then,  Mr.  Courtney,  we  want  to 
know  whose  fault  is  this.     There  hare 
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been  two  very  different  individnals 
occnpyiug  the  post  of  Chief  Com- 
missioner, and  only  one  man  who,  at  the 
same  time,  has  occupied  the  position  of 
Home  Secretary,  and  yet  in  the  case  of 
each  Commissioner  the  same  sort  of 
difi&culiy  has  occurred.  Perhaps  after 
we  have  lived  through  another  series  of 
troubles  between  the  Home  Office  and 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  been  ap- 
pointed, we  may  then  be  able  to  come  to 
the  root  of  the  difficulty.  Very  little 
ympathy  was  expressed  by  the  Home 
Secretary  for  the  difficulties  connected 
with  the  Metropolitan  Police.  There 
can  be  little  doubt  that  they  have 
grievances  to  complain  of  at  the  present 
moment — distinct  grievances  from  a 
money  point  of  view.  Doubtless  a  good 
Superannuation  Bill  is  desired  by  them, 
and  I  think  they  have  a  right  to  it.  Why, 
then,  cannot  the  Homo  Secretary  carry 
out  some  satis&ctoiy  measure?  It  is 
because  he  has  not  got  the  money.  But 
why  cannot  he  get  the  money?  That 
seems  to  be  his  chief  difficulty,  and  in 
order  to  get  over  it  he  resorts  to  a 
"  JCSST^^'"  He  has  to  obtain  the  means 
of  creating  a  Superannuation  Fund,  but 
he  does  not  wish  to  do  this  by  a  direct 
increase  of  taxation,  and,  therefore,  he 
wonts  to  exclude  from  that  Superannna- 
tion  Fund  a  certain  amount  which  has 
hitherto  gone  into  it,  in  order  that  he 
may  be  able  to  provide  for  the  contem- 
plated increase  of  the  Police  Force.  By 
obtaining  money  for  what  he  calls  a 
Superannuation  Fund,  and  not  using  it 
for  Superannuation  purposes,  he  thinks 
he  will  be  able  to  get  what  he  requires 
for  increasing  the  Police  Force,  which  is 
now  g^wing  at  a  greater  rate  than  the 
rateable  value  of  the  Metropolis.  This 
is  a  state  of  things  which  contrasts 
unfavourably  with  what  is  going  on  in 
the  large  towns  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  where  the  increase  of  the 
police  is  in  a  smaller  ratio  than  the 
increase  of  rateable  value.  But,  I  ask, 
why  cannot  the  Home  Secretary  be  con- 
tent to  obtain  the  necessary  funds  in  a 
direct  way !  It  is  because'  he  would  have  to 
come  to  this  House  for  a  Bill  which  wonld 
make  the  Metropolitan  Police  Bate  greater 
than  9d.  in  the  £1,  and  he  dare 'not  do  this, 
because,  in  so  doing,  he  would  be  placing 
a  hindrance  in  the  way  of  public  busi- 
ness, and  because  he  would  be  dealing 
with  the  £1,600,000  of  money  obtained 
Mr,  James  Stuart 


from  the  people  of  London  in  a  way  in 
which  the  money  raised  from  the  tax- 
payers in  no  other  part  of  the  country  is 
dealt  with.  The  result  is  that  the  Home 
Secretary,  unable  to  appeal  to  thfr 
House  of  Commons,  because  of 
the  hindrance  to  public  business 
at  a  time  when  there  are  more 
important  matters  to  attend  to,  has  had, 
as  I  have  said,  to  resort  to  a  "  juggle  "  in 
order  to  obtain  the  means.  But  if  the 
Government  would  only  consent  to  the 
placing  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Council,  all 
this  difficulty  would  disappear.  If  the 
County  Conncil  had  charge  of  the  police 
they  would  have  plenty  of  time,  by 
means  of  Committees,  to  manage  the 
affiurs  of  that  body.  I  know  that  the 
County  Council  is  already  full  of  work ; 
but  it  is  not  nearly  as  heavily  worked  as 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  in  the  con- 
trol of  the  police  the  County  Conncil 
would  have  one  of  its  principal  duties.  I 
think  it  a  great  pity  that  we  should  be 
under  the  necessity  of  discussing  this 
question  as  we  have  been  doing  to-night ; 
but  we  are  obliged  to  consider  the 
matter,  because  there  is  no  other  body 
having  power  to  deal  with  it.  I  am, 
however,  glad  that  this  discussion  has 
taken  place,  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  this  "  kick-up  "  between  the  Home 
Secretary  and  the  Commissioner  of  PoUoe 
has  called  forth  the  declarations  we  have 
heard  from  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  the 
Members  for  Derby  and  Wolverhampton. 
We  know  now  for  certain  that  these 
Tight  hon.  Gentlemen  are  prepared  to 
place  the  control  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police,  under  proper  restrictions,  in  the 
hands  of  the  County  Council,  as  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  of  London. 
I  certainly  think  that  this  is  the  only 
arrangement  which  would  put  an  end 
not  only  to  the  pecuniary  difficulty,  but 
also  to  the  friction  which  arises  between 
the  police  and  the  people  in  this  Metro- 
polis, and  which  does  not  arise  in  any 
other  town.  We  have  in  London  a  dis- 
contented police  and  a  controlling 
administration  with  which  they  are  at 
variance.  If  yon  go  to.  the  other  large 
towns  of  England  you  have  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other.  I  boUeve  that  vre  in 
this  House,  on  both  sides,  have  the 
greatest  respect  and  admiration  for  the 
Metropolitan  Police.  We  on  this  side,  at 
any  rate,  think  that  they  ought  to  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1549         Supply— CivU 


{JuNS  20,  1890}  Service  Eitimaies.        1550 


better  treated ;  bat  we  complain  of  the 
mj  in  wliicli  they  are  managed  at  the 
Home  OflBce.  We  object  to  the  irrespon- 
sibilitj  of  that  management,  and  we 
desire  to  see  such  a  change  as  will  tend 
in  the  future  to  a  better  state  of  things. 

•(7.30.)    Sib  J.  GOLDSMID  (St.  Pan- 
eras,  S.) :    I  have  always  thonght  that 
one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  any  Go- 
remment  has  to  deal  witli  is  the  ques- 
tion of  wages  in  the  case  of  the  large 
staff  of  men  employed  in   the  various 
Departments  of  the  Public  Service,  and 
that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  have  been 
opposed  to  extension  of  the  trade  part  of 
the  Government  work.     A  claim  has  b«en 
put    forward    for    the    presentation  of 
papers,  but  I  do  not  see  how  any  papers 
would  throw  greater  light  on  this  matter 
than  is  now  possessed  by  the  Committee. 
I  think  I  can  see  clearly  what  the. actual 
position  is.     Mr.   Monro,  with  whom   I 
have    had   the  advantage  of    being  in 
contact  on  various  occasions,  is  a  man  of 
eiaxaxg  and  determined  character,  and  if 
he  does  not  always  have  his  own  way  I 
believe  he  is  a  little  mistaken  in  thinking 
that  the  responsibility  will  fall  on  him. 
It  strikes  me  that  Mr.  Monro  has  a  little 
misunderstood   the    situation.     He   was 
certainly  right   in    representing  to  the 
Home  Secretary,  as  stcoagly  as  possible, 
his  views  with  r^ard  to  the  payment  of 
the  men,  and  with  reference  to  super- 
annuation and  other  matters  connected 
with  the  Police  Force  ;  but  the  decision 
on  these   things  was  a  matter  resting 
with  the  Home  Secretary,  because  be  is 
the  person  on  whom  the  ultimate  respon- 
sibility must  rest.     I  cannot  but  think 
that   Mr.    Monro    made    a    mistake  in 
sending  in  his  resignation  as  he  did,  and 
that,  but  for  his  precipitate  action,  a  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulties  that    had  arisen 
might  have  been  found.    With  r^^ard  to 
what  has   been   said  about  the  Metro- 
politan Police,  I  have,  during  the  last 
few  days,  endeavoured  to  inform  myself 
on  that  subject,  and  I  must  say  that  I  do 
not  think  they  are  a  discoatented  body. 
On   the  contrary,   I  believe  they  have 
always  been  loyal  and  ready  to  do  their 
duty.     What  they  now  desire  is  that 
their  claims  should  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment,   and,  as  far   as   I   am  concerned 
(although  on  one  point  I  do  not  quite 
agree  with  them),  I  think  there  is  much 
to  be  said  for  the  views  they  hold.     At 


the  present  moment  every  metropolitan 
policem>in  may  enter  the  service  at  any 
age  above  18 ;  but  the  pension  which  is 
proposed  by  the  Bill  is  only  to  count 
from  the  age  of  21.  The  complaint  of 
the  police  is  that  they  are  subject  to 

The  chairman  :  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  Baronet  is  justified  in  entering  into 
an  examination  of  the  Bill. 

•Sra  J.  GOLDSMID :  I  did  not  mean  to 
refer  to  the  BLU,  and  the  reference  I 
.made  was  accidental.  I  can,  however, 
explain  the  complaints  of  the  police 
without  reference  to  the  Bill.  What- 
they  complain  of  with  regard  to  the 
present  situation  is,  that  as  far  as  the 
existing  system  goes  they  are  only  super- 
annuated when  they  arrive  at  the  age  of 
60,  or  previous  to  that  upon  a  medical 
Certificate.  The  demand  is  that  they 
should  bo  superannuated  after  25  years' 
service,  irrespective  of  the  feict  that  they 
enter  the  service  at  the  age  of  18,  19, 

20,  or  21.  Now,  a  good  desJ  may  be  said 
with  regard  to  this  claim,  and  I  would 
venture  to  point  out  that  a  medical  officer 
who  passes  a  man  at  19  considers  he  is 
as  fully  capable  of  performing  the  duties 
of  a  metropolitan  constable  as  a  man  of 

21 .  It  appears  to  me  that 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  am  afraid  the- 
hon.  Baronet  is  travelling  a  little  wide  of 
the  question. 

•Sir  J.  GOLDSMID :  Then,  Mr.  Court- 
ney, I  will  go  to  another  point.  In  any 
arrangement  with  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  police,  as  to  which  they  say  they 
have  reasonable  ground  for  complaint,  it 
is  quite  right  that  the  other  side,  namely, . 
the  metropolitan  ratepayers,  should  be 
considered.  Of  course,  we  all  know  that;^ 
the  metropolitan  rates  have  been  steadMy ' 
rising,  and  the  ratepayers  should  not 
have  burdens  cast  upon  them  which  they 
cannot  fairly  be  called  upon  to  bear.  But 
I  believe  Parliament  will  not  have  much 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  matter, 
and  that  the  police  are  prepared  to 
discuss  in  the  most  generous  spirit  any 
claims  which  they  may  make  upon  the 
liberality  of  Pai*Iiament.  But,  at  the 
some  time,  I  think  the  leaders  of  the 
police  should  show,  as  I  believe  they 
will,  a  sense  of  moderation  in  the 
demands  they  make.  I  think  most  of 
us  are  inclined  to  agree  that  they  > 
should  be  properly  remunerated  and' 
fairly  superannuated.  With  regard  Uf  ' 
3  E  2 
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another  point,  which  is  one  of  con- 
siderable importance,  I  desire  to  say  a 
few  words.  The  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
below  mo  has  said  the  pablic  are  fre- 
quently brought  into  collision  with  the 
police.  Well,  I  may  say  that  I  have 
often  attended  demonstrations  of  Tarions 
kinds,  and  what  has  struck  me  has  been 
the  very  reverse  of  this.  I  have  con- 
stantly had  occasion  to  notice  a  kindly 
feeling  as  between  the  public  and  the 
police,  which  was  really  surprising. 
Liring  near  Hyde  Park,  I  have  over  and 
over  again  taken  part  in  the  public  demon- 
strations held  there,  not  asa  demonstrator, 
but  as  an  observer,  and  I  have  over  and 
over  again  seen  gpx>ups  of  people 
talking  in  a  friendly  way  with  the  police, 
and  sometimes  complimenting  them  on 
the  g^ood  feeling  they  hare  shown. 
Instead  of  the  public  being  brought  into 
collision  with  the  police  they  have  ap- 
peared to  be  on  the  most  friendly  terms 
with  them.  As  &r  as  the  police  are 
.concerned  there  is  this  to  be  remembered 
— during  the  past  two  years,  demonstra- 
i;ions  and  strikes  of  all  kinds  have  taken 
place,  and  the  Metropolitan  Police  have 
had  to  work  very  hard.  A  man  has  bad 
to  leave  his  home  at  6  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  does  not  get  home  until 
2  or  3  the  following  morning.  That 
is  very  long  and  very  hard  labour,  and  I 
think  the  police  perform  it  with  the 
greatest  temper  and  judgment.  Conse- 
■  quently,  the  metropolitan  ratepayers 
^nd  the  public  at  larg^  owe  a  great  debt 
to  the  police,  who  have  taken  this  large 
burden  upon  themselves.  At  the  time 
•of  the  dock  strike,  for  instance,  a  veiy 
large  number  of  policemen  were  engaged. 
There  was  no  ill-feeling  between  the 
strikers  and  the  police  ;  only,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  when  a  largo 
number  of  men  congregate,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  authorities  to  see  that 
a  saiBcient  number  of  police  attend 
to  prevent  any  disturbance.  Nothing 
occurred  of  a  hostile  nature  between  the 
police  and  the  strikers,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  both'classes  did  themselves  credit. 
I  believe  the  Home  Secretary  has  no 
desire  but  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  men, 
as  far  as  he  can,  with  due  regard  to  the 
interests  of  the  metropolitan  ratepayers  ; 
and  as  far  as  Mr.  Monro's  resignation  is 
concerned,  I  must  say  it  was  Mr.  Monro's 
own  fault,  and  not  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Sir  J,  Qcldtmid 


(e.ST.)  Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Fins- 
bury,  E.) :  I  think  the  hon.  Baronet 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  put  a  wrong 
construction  on  what  was  said  about 
friction  between  the  police  and  the 
public.  Every  speaker  this  afternoon 
has  been  particular  to  say  that  he  had 
no  &ult  whatever  to  find  with  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  police.  The  argument  of 
the  right  hon.  Cbntleman  the  member 
for  Derby  was  not  with  regard  to  the 
constable  or  the  officer,  but  with  regard 
to  the  higher,  authorities  having  the 
direction  of  the  Force.  It  is  owing  to 
the  action  of  the  authorities  at  Scotland 
Yard  and  the  Home  Office  that  you  have 
had  continued  friction  between  the  police 
and  the  people  dnringthe  last  f  ouryean.  I 
shall  not  put  myself  forward  as  so  great 
an  authority  on  demonstrationsasthe  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  South  St.  Psn- 
oras,  though  I  have  taken  part  in  a  few, 
not  as  a  mere  onlooker,  but  as  an  active 
demonstrator.  And  I  have  taken  part  in 
them  over  a  long  period  of  years,  and 
never  has  there  been  friction  on  account 
of  the  conduct  of  the  men ;  it  has  always 
arisen  because  of  the  orders  of 
their  superiors.  I  have  only  to  go  back 
to  the  7th  of  this  month,  when  I  saw 
the  police  so  administered,  that  while 
they  were  put  to  the  greatest  incon- 
venience themselves,  they  were  the 
cause  of  the  greatest  inconvenience  to 
the  public.  With  other  hon.  Members  I 
have  taken  some  trouble  to  ascertain 
what  are  the  feelings  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police,  and  at  the  proper  time,  when  the 
Bill  of  the  Qovemment  is  brought 
forward,  it  will  be  found  that  more  ^an 
one  of  the  Metropolitan  Members  are 
prepared  to  discuss  the  demands  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police,  and  to  see  that  they 
are  justly  met.  The  hon.  Baronet  hais 
settled  the  whole  question  between  the 
Home  Office  and  Scotland  Yard,  at  least 
to  his  own  satisfaction.  'The  hon. 
Baronet  says  he  knows  the  qualities  of 
Mr.  Monro,  and  he  knows  he  is  virtually 
in  the  wrong.  But  I  must  say  that  the 
position  of  the  Home  Secretary  would  he 
very  much  strengthened  if  the  whole  of 
the  Papers  were  in  our  hands,  bo 
that  we  might  see  exactly  what 
has  taken  place  between  the  Home 
Secretary  and  Mr.  Monro.  If  Mr.  Monro 
has  acted  in  this  very  heated  manner, 
that  the  hon.  Baronet  would  have  ns 
believe,    the  case  of  the  Home  Office 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1653        Suppljf— Civil 


{JUMB  20,  1890}  Service  EtUmates.        1554 


would  have  been  very  much  strengthened 
if  the  right  hon.  Crentleman  had  put  into 
oar  hands  that  memorandum  of  the  5th 
of  JvXj,  and  the  whole  Beport  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  to  which  the 
Home  Secretary  referred.  We  have 
reached  the  20th  of  June,  and  we  have 
not  yet  had  circnlated  the  Beport  of  the 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  for  last 
year.  I  may  be  told  that  last  year 
we  had  it,  but  that  was  because 
I  persistently  put  questions  to  the 
Piret  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  we 
should  have  this  Beport  before 
the  Debate  took  place  on  the  Police 
Vote.  We  did  get  it,  true,  but  under  a 
new  system.  It  had  been  added  to  the 
year  before,  but  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
luformation  was  cut  out  on  this  occasion. 
I  think  a  great  number  of  the  Members 
who  have  listened  to  the  Debate  this 
evening  must  be  thoroughly  dissatisfied 
with  the  defence  made  on  behalf  of  the 
Home  Office.  It  is  very  characteristio 
that  not  one  of  the  independent  Members 
has  spoken  in  support  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  excepting  in  a  very  general 
manner.  I  am  not  going  to  set  up  as  -  a 
judge  of  who  is  right  and  who  is  wrong 
in  the  dispute  between  Mr.  Matthews 
and  Mr.  Monro.  I  have  no  evidence  in 
my  possession  to  enable  me  to  do  so, 
and  I  think  the  Home  Secretary,  in 
withholding  Papers  and  information,  has 
acted  in  a  way  which  will  not  com- 
mend itself  to  this  House.  We  are  told 
hy  the  Home  Secretary  that  the  rela- 
tions between  himself  and  Mr.  Monro 
were  so  happy  that  his  resignation  came 
as  a  cloud  on  a  summer's  day.  The 
only  piece  of  evidence  we  have  had,  and 
on  which  we  are  bound  to  take  our 
stand,  is  what  the  Home  Secretary  has 
chosen  to  give  us  in  the  letter  which  he 
read.  All  we  can  do  is  to  keep  refer- 
ring him  to  the  fact  that  in  this  letter 
Mr.  Monro  tendered  his  resignation,  and 
continually  refers  to  other  things  besides 
superannuation  and  the  appointment  of 
the  Assistant  Commissioner.  We  want 
a  more  direct  statement  from  the  Home 
Secretary  than  we  have  had  us  to  the 
real  relation  between  the  Home  Office 
and  the  police.  We  have  had  two  Chief 
Commissioners  Kince  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  assumed  office.  One  was  not 
his  appointment,  but  the  other  was. 
There  has  been  friction,  and  we  shall 
continue  to  have  friction  until  a  reason- 


able course  is  pursued  with  regard  to  the 
police  of  London.  I  at  once  traverse 
the  statement  of  the  Home  Secretary, 
that  so  long  as  you  liare  a  large  body  of 
police  in  London  it  is  necessary  that 
thuy  should  be  controlled  by  the  Home 
Office.  We  have  evidence  di  the  failure 
of  tho  Home  Office  in  the  strained  rela- 
tions between  the  authorities  and  the 
police,  which  would  never  have  grown 
up  in  any  provincial  town,  where  mem- 
bers of  the  Watch  Committee  come  into 
personal  contact  with  the  police,  and 
ascertain  their  wants  and  wishes.  I  cait 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  House  of  Commons  does  not  want  to 
control  the  police.  It  is  not  supposed 
that  hon.  Members  coming  here  for 
Imperial  purposes  can  be  deeply  in- 
terested  in  the  question  of  the  control 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force. 
They  know  that  these  matters  are 
administered  by  the  Local  Authori- 
ties in  the  country,  and  when  they 
come  here  to  discuss  serious  and  impor- 
tant questions,  they  do  not  want  to> 
have  their  time  wasted  on  discussions  as 
to  right  of  way,  or  some  subject  of 
purely  local  interest,  and  that,  perhaps, 
possessing  interest  to  only  a  few  of  the 
670  Members.  Notwithstanding,  we 
have  to  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  having  done  more  than  any  other 
Home  Secretary  to  show  how  bad  are 
the  relations  between  the  Home  Office 
and  Scotland  Yard,  and  how  impossible 
it  is  that  the  present  system  can  con- 
tinue much  longer.  My  Colleagues 
have  a  Bill  which  in  the  result  may  be 
assisted  by  the  action  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  We  contend  that  if  the 
ratepayers  had  the  control  of  the 
police,  the  Force  would  be  more 
economically  administered  than  by 
the  central  authority.  I  looked 
over  the  Local  Government  Betnms- 
the  other  day,  and  I  find  that  the  cost 
of  the  London  police,  notwithstanding 
their  inadequate  pay  and  unsatisfactory 
superannuation,  is  in  excess  of  the  cost- 
incurred  by  the  large  provincial  towns. 
The  Metropolitan  Police  serve  an  area  in 
which  there  are  two  Corporations,  the. 
whole  of  one  county,  and  parts  of 
four  other  counties.  The  two  Munici- 
palities at  present  policed  by  the 
Metropolitan  Force,  lose  control 
over  £13,352  out  of  the  total  expended  on 
the  police  in  respect  of  their  own  district. 
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West  Ham  loses  control  of  w£l  1,924  ; 
Hertford  of  £4,144;  Kent  £10,419;! 
London  £457,765;  Middlesex  £53,519; 
Surrey  £22,000;  Croydon  £10,000. 
These,  figares  are  exceedingly  interest- 
ing, as  showing,  becanse  of  their  excess 
over  the  expenditure  in  provincial  pbices, 
that  the  people  of  London  are  placed  in  a 
very  invidious  position  compared  with 
the  inhabitants  of  large  provincial  towns. 
The  argument  is  used  that  large  build- 
ings, l&e  the  Houses  of  Parliament  and 
other  national  structures,  must  be  pro- 
tected. That  is  a  concession  which  has 
been  made  in  every  Bill  brought  before 
the  House.  Everyone  knows,  and  no 
one  wishes  it  to  be  otherwise,  that  the 
Home  Secretary  or  some  Member  of  the 
Government  should  have  under  his 
control  a  body  of  men  to  watch  Im- 
parial  buildings  and  national  places, 
and  to  do  the  work  of  the  dockyards,  at 
present  done  by  members  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police.  Yon  would  have  then  a 
much  smaller  body  under  one  anthoriiy 
than  you  have  at  present.  You  have 
15,000  policemen  under  one  central 
authority.  Why  not  adopt  the  principle 
of  popular  control  of  the  police  t  But 
there  is  another  point  I  wish  to  enforce 
this  evening.  We  want  a  clear  answer 
from  the  Home  Secretary  to  the  ques- 
tion I  put  the  other  day  as  to  the 
addition  of  1,000  police  to  the  Force. 
I  beUeve  700  have  already  been 
appointed.  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man tell  us  how  he  is  going  to  get  the 
money  for  these  1,000  men  ?  We  want 
him  to  dispute,  if  he  can,  that  he  is 
going  to  put  the  £150,000  obtained 
under  the  Local  Taxation  Bills  into  the 
revenue  of  the  police,  though  there  is  at 
the  same  time  a  deficit  of  £145,000  in 
the  Superannuation  Fund.  If  you  do 
this,  and  I  do  not  see  from  what  other 
source  you  are  going  to  get  your 
money,  then  you  will  virtually  impose 
on  the  people  of  London  an  extra  rate, 
while  evading  the  Statute,  which  would 
necessitate  your  appealing  to  this  House 
for  power  to  increase  the  present  rate  of 
9d.  You  are  evading  by  this  means  a 
discussion  of  the  whole  question  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  on  the  Second  Bead- 
ing of  a  Bill.  We  are  thus  debarred 
from  bringing  before  the  people  of 
London  the  whole  question  of  the  cost 
of  administration  of  the  London  Police. 
Many  of  us  think  the  cost-  excessive, 
Mr.  J.  Rovdandt 


not  because  we  think  the  poUce 
are  paid  too  highly,  but  because  the 
money  is  frittered  away  on  high  salaries 
on  some  of  the  chiefs  who  are  not  re- 
quired. You  may  tell  me  that  I  am 
simply  making  an  assertion,  but  it  is 
an  assertion  you  do  not  give  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  worth  while  taking  up 
other  questions  in  connection  with  the 
Police  Force.  There  are  many  other 
minor  questions  that  we  should  like  to 
discuss,  had  it  not  been  for  the  grave- 
and  important  crisis  which  has  arisen 
between  the  Home  Office  and  Scotland 
Yard,  and  which  must  now  engage  the 
attention  of  the  House.  I  do  think,  in 
all  seriousness,  that  the  Home  Secretaiy 
ought  to  give  us  a  more  clear  and  defi- 
nite statement  than  he  has  made.  If  we 
cannot  accept  his  statement  our  justifica- 
tion is  that  the  Home  Secretary  has 
&tiled  to  give  us  the  Papers  which  he 
promised,  and  the  means  whereby  we 
adjudge  of  the  conduct  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  If  we  cannot  give  him  a 
verdict  of  not  guilty,  the  blame  is  on 
his  side  for  having  kept  the  House  in 
ignorance  of  the  information  at  his  dis- 
posal. 

(6.56.)  Sir  ROPER  LETHBRIDGB 
(Kensington,  N.):  I  am  unwilling  to 
give  a  silent  vote  on  the  very  im- 
portant Metropolitan  question  that  has 
come  before  us,  for  two  reasons.  The 
first  is,  that  as  a  Metropolitan  Mem- 
ber, I  have  the  honour  to  represent  a 
very  large  population  very  mnch  inter- 
ested in  all  that  concerns  the  efficiency 
of  the  police  of  the  Metropolis  ;  and, 
secondly,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  for 
many  years  of  being  the  friend 
and  colleague  of  the  disting^uished 
gentleman  who  has,  to  my  sorrow, 
recently  resigned  the  position  of  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police.  I  may  say  that 
I  came  down  to  the  House  this  after- 
noon with  a  perfectly  open  mind  on  the 
merits  of  the  unfortunate  di£Eerences  of 
opinion  that  have  taken  place  between 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  and 
the  late  Chief  Commissioner;  but  I  mast 
say  this,  also,  that  I  came  down  with  the 
full  determination  that,  if  necessary,  I 
would  speak  or  vote  against  the  Gtovem- 
ment,  if  I  found  that  any  unfair  at  im- 
proper imputations  were  made  against 
a,^ventleman  of   tho  chwacter  <k  my 
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old  friend  Mr.  Monro.  But,  Sir,  I  am 
ix>and  to  say  that  after  I  had  listened  to 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ihe  Member  for  Derby,  and  to  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton,  and  to  the  other 
■speeches  from  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
the  general  impression  left  on  my  mind 
was  &at  Mr.  Monro  had  been  guilty  of, 
at  any  rate,  a  certain  amount  of  insub- 
ordination to  his  official  Parliamentary 
.superior.  I  believe  that  I  express  the 
general  opinion  of  the  House  when  I  assert 
that  no  insubordipation  of  any  kind  can  be 
tolerated  in  the  Chief  Conunissioner  of 
Police  towards  the  Home  Secretary 
Bat  I  go  far  beyond  that  and  I  say  I  am 
«Mtain  from  my  own  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Monro  that  there  is  no  one  who  would 
«ooner  repudiate  the  idea  than  Mr.  Monro 
himself.  The  communication  itam  Mr. 
Monro,  which  has  been  read  in  this 
House,  shows  that  he  was  absolutely 
incapable  of  the  conduct  which  has  been 
imputed  to  him — at  least  by  implication 
— in  some  of  the  speeches  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite.  What  did  he  >8ay  in  that 
letter }  Why,  he  spoke  of  his  position 
when  he  found  himself  differing  in  some 
important  points  from  his  official  superior. 
He  said  he  felt  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
himself  or  the  Government  for  him  to 
remain  and  discuss  the  merits  of  this 
question  as  a  medium  between  the 
Government  and  the  Police.  He  declared 
that  he  had  no  wish  whatever  to  trench 
on  the  prerogative  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  I  think  that  his  conduct  has 
«hown  that  that  is  the  case.  I  greatly 
regret  that  he  should  have  felt  bound  to 
resign,  but  in  doing  so  I  maintaia  that 
he  has  shown  himself  utterly  incapable 
of  the  insubordinate  conduct  that  has 
been  imputed  to  him  by  right  hon.  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  this  occasion.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Bethnal  Green  admitted 
— and  1  am  glad  to  bear  the  admission — 
that  in  matters  of  policy  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Police  should  be  entirely 
■subordinate  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
«o,  I  submit,  Mr.  Monro  showed  himself 
to  bo  when  he  found  that  in  his  opinion 
— whether  rightly  or  wrongly  I  am  not 
^oiug  to  discuss — he  could  not  act  up  to 
that  high  standard  of  official  duty,  and  he 
felt  it  to  be  the  right  course  to  resign. 
With  regard  to  the  difference  of  opinion 
which  has  been  expressed  as  to  the 
details  of  the  superannuation    scheme, 


that  scheme  I  take  it  is  to  come  before 
the  House  on  another  occasion,  and  a  full 
opportunity  will  be  given  for  discussion. 
That  will  be  the  time  to  discuss  the 
proposals  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  I 
am  free  to  confess  that  as  at  present  I 
pee  this  proposal,  I  should  be  glad  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  see  his  way  to 
make  some  slight  further  concessions.  I 
think  there  are  some  points — especially 
in  regard  to  the  two-thirds  pension  after 
25  years'  service  —  on  which  further 
concession  might  well  be  made.  It  does 
not  seem  to  me  that  the  matter  is  a  vety 
important  one,  so  far  as  expense  to  the 
community  is  concerned ;  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  a  matter  on  which  the 
Force  seem  to  have  set  their  hearts.  The 
right  hon.  G«ntlemaQ  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  told 
us — and  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  there 
was  a  gpreat  deal  of  force  in  what  he  said 
— that  we  have  to  consider  the  rate- 
payers on  this  question  as  much  as,  or 
more  even,  than  the  Police  Force.  He  im- 
plied that  there  are  more  ratepayers  than 
policemen,  and  that  is  very  true.  The 
point  is  one  well  worthy  of  being  dis> 
cussed  in  the  House  when  tho  time 
comes ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary will  take  the  advice  tendered  to  him 
to-night  and  will  submit  the  financial 
question  to  a  Select  Committee,  chosen 
impartially  from  all  sides  of  the  House, 
both  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
Government  on  the  one  hand,  and  finan- 
cial reformers  like  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Wolverhampton  on 
the  other,  will  loyally  accept  the  decision 
arrived  at.  I  cordially  concur  in  what 
fell  from  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  in 
regard  to  the  friendly  feeling  which 
exists,  and  which  is  shown  on  the 
occasion  of  every  g^at  demonstration, 
between  the  Police  Force  and  the  great 
masses  of  the.  population  of  London.  I 
was  present  at  the  recent  demonstration 
as  an  observer,  and  I  have  attended  in 
the  same  way  many  great  demonstrations, 
and  I  must  say  I  have  always  seen  the 
kindliest  and  friendliest  relations  prevail- 
ing between  the  people  and  the  police. 
There  is  a  common  catch  saying  in  use 
at  this  time :  "  If  you  want  to  know  the 
time,  nsk  a  policeman."  That  phraae 
exactly  expresses  the  feeling  which 
exists  when  our  poorest  citizens  want 
to  know  the  time  or  anything  else,  they 
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go  and  ask  a  polioemaa.  I  would  endorse 
in  the  strongest  terms  I  can  command 
the  opinion  expressed  'by  my  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  Hackney, 
as  to  the  pre-eminent  qualifications  of  the 
gentleman  whom  the  Home  Secretary 
has  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of  Mr.  Monro. 
I  had  the  pleasure  and  honour  of  serring 
for  years  in  association  with  Sir  Edward 
Bradford.  He  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Department  for  the  suppression  of 
Thuggee  and  daooity  —  a  Department 
which  takes  the  place  of  the  secret  police 
and  the  Force  for  putting  down  highway 
robbery  and  robbery  with  yiolence  in  Eng- 
land— and  in  that  capacity,  and  indeed 
in  every  other  capacity  in  which  he  has 
served,  he  has  e&med  the  most  entire 
respect,  confidence  and  admiration  of 
every  one  with  whom  he  has  been 
associated. 

(8.10.)     Mb.     ATHERLEY-JONES 
(Durham,  N.W.):    The  case  which  has 
been  presented  to  the  House  is  one  as  to 
which  it   may  appear   presumptuous  in 
one  who  is  not  a  Metropolitan  Member 
to  say  a  few  words,  but  I  do  so  because 
I  have  given  a  g^reat  deal  of  attention  to 
this  question.     We  have  heard  the  case 
against  the  Home  Secretary  put  by  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  the    Member  for 
Wolverhampton  in  a  very  forcible  and 
moderate  manner ;  but  I  am   bound  to 
say  from  all  that  I  have  read  and  heard 
on  the  subject,  I  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Home  Secretary    was 
absolutely  and  completely  justified  in  the 
course  he  took  with  reference  to  Mr. 
Monro.     No  doubt  Mr.  Monro  was  an 
able  officer  with  a  high  sense  of  respon- 
sibility ;  but  his  position  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament was  one  of  absolute  and  complete 
subordination  to  the  Home    Secretary. 
And  no  one  can  doubt  that  Mr.  Monro 
— to  put  it  in  the  least  offensive  manner 
possible — was  not  very  agreeable  to  the 
control  of  the  Home    Office.     I   do  not 
say  this  from   »ny  psrsonal   knowledge 
of  the  relations  between  him  and  the 
Home    Office,     but    from   the    circum- 
stances reported  in  the  newspapers  which 
are  common   to  all   of  us.     The  Home 
Secretary  thought  he  was  going  as  far  as 
Parliamentary  usage  and  a  due  regard  to 
the   pnbUc  purse   justified   him   in   the 
proposals    he  intended    to    make  with 
regard   to  the   superannuation    of    the 
police,  and  having  regard  to  the  various 
Superannuation  Acts,  I  think  the  Home 
Sir  Roper  Lethbridge 


Secretary    has    gone    to    tiie    extrenw 
of  libersJity.     Some  of  us  who  are  not 
Metropolitan  Members  will  have  some- 
thing    to      say    as      to    that      when 
the     time      comes,    and,     perhaps,    I 
may      suggest,     somewhat      cynicallj, 
that    it  does  not  sound  very  well  for 
Radical  Members  to  come  forward   with 
such  profuse  expressions  of  benevolence 
to    the    police,     Eind    pointing    to   the 
public   funds   as  the   means   of    giving 
effect  to  that  benevolence.     We  know 
that  what  the  police  require  is,  first,  that 
the   scale   of  pensions   should  be  more 
liberal;     secondly,     that     their    wage* 
should  be  increased ;  and,  thirdly,  that 
they  should  have  better  allowances  for 
extra  work,  and  so  forth.      It   seems  to 
me  that  the  Committee  can  come  to  no 
other   conclusion  than  that   the  Home 
Secretary  only  acted  consistently   with 
his  duty  to  the  House  in  refusing  to  be 
dictated  to  by  a  subordinate  officer.    If 
he  had  adopted  any  other  attitude,  anct 
Parliament  had  assented,  you  would  have 
had  all  Chiefs  of  Departments  at  the  dis- 
posal and  dictation   of  their  permanent 
officials.    As  to   Mr.   Buggles-Brise,  it 
seems  to  me  very  curious  that  the  Chief 
Commissioner  should  attempt  to  dictat» 
to  his    Parliamentary  Chief  as  to  who 
should   be  appointed  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner.      Besides,  Mr.  Monro's  objection 
was  not  a  valid  one.     He  objected  to  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Ruggles-Brise  because 
he  had  had  no  previous  police  experience^ 
but  the  same  argument  might  hJeive  been 
used  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bruce,  who  faa» 
made  a  most  efficient  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner.    I  think  it  would  be   wise   to 
avoid  making  Party  capital  out  of  what 
are,  after  all.   Constitutional  questions; 
for  it  is  a  Constitutional  question  of  some 
importance  that  the  House  should  main- 
tain    the     authority    of     the     Home 
Secretary.     I    do    not    think  that  the 
Home  Secretary  has  enforced,  since   the 
rupture  with  Mr.  Monro,  that  discipline 
which  ought  to   be  maintained  in  the 
Police  Force.     It  is  not  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  of  Public  Departments 
that  the  officia's  of  a  Department  shonlJ 
be  allowed  to  meet,  in  the  circumstances 
attending   the   police   meetings,   for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  pressure  to  bear  upon 
their  chief.      In  the  Times  I  have  seen 
the  remarkable  statement  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  Mr.   Monro  the  sergeante, 
inspectors,   and   superintendents  woulo 
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haTB  oontinued  as  heretofore  to  keep 
aloof  from  the  agitation  of  the  ranks.  I 
hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  see  not  only  that  pressure 
is  not  brought  to  bear  on  him  or  on  the 
pnUic  generally,  bnt  that  it  is  not 
brought  to  baar  on  Members  of 
Parliament  in  the  discharge  of  their 
functions. 

•(8.18.)  Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manches- 
ter, N.)  :  I  rise  to  support  the  contention 
that  the  control  of  the  police  should  be 
handed  over  to  the  local  County 
Councils,  and  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
to  the  London  County  Council,  and  I 
would  support  that  by  referring  to  my 
experience  in  the  City  of  Manchester. 
The  control  of  the  police  there  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Local  Council  and 
their  able  Chief  Constable,  Mr.  Malcolm 
Wood.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
fear  there  of  any  procession  or  public 
demonstration  taking  an  objectionable 
form.  I  am  afraid  we  cannot  say  the 
same  thing  of  London,  having  regard  to 
the  questions  which  have  been  raised  in 
the  matter  of  using  Trafalgar  Square  for 
meetings,  and  the  breaking  up  by  the 
poUce  of  various  demonstrations  ;  and  we 
all  know  that  the  period  of  office  of  a 
Chief  Commissioner  for  the  past  few  years 
has  not  been  longer  than  two  years.  It  is 
singular  to  note  what  a  different  state  of 
things  prevails'  in  our  huge  provincial 
towns.  In  Manchester,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  meetings  of  the  unemployed 
recently,  many  of  the  people  came  from 
a  distance  outside  the  town,  and  they 
desired  to  assemble  in  the  principal 
square  of  the  city.  That,  however, 
would  have  been  inconvenient,  seeing 
that  the  square  was  traversed  by  tram 
lines,  so  the  police  opened  their  own  large 
yard  to  the  people  who  held  their  meet- 
ings there,  and  there  made  their  protests 
and  demanded  their  rights.  At  these 
meetings  reporters  of  the  local  papers 
were  present,  which  gave  publicity 
to  their  complaints.  The  result  was 
that  after  a  couple  of  meetings  they 
satisfied  their  minds,  they  cleared  their 
breasts  from  "  perilous  stuff,"  and  be- 
came content  to  let  matters  take  their 
ordinary  course.  I  think  it  is  advisable 
that  the  police  should  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  London  Municipal  Bodies. 
We  know  that  the  London  County 
Council  has  shown  marked  ability  in  the 


administration  of  afEairs  for  the  last  two 
years,  and  I  think  it  most  advisable  that 
the  control  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
should  be 'confided  to  them. 

(8.21.)  Mr.  G.  HOWELL  (Bethnal 
Qreen,  N.E.) :  I  should  like  the  Com- 
mittee to  bear  in  mind  that  very  recently 
a  Bill  was  carried  through  this  House, 
mostly  by  the  pressure  of  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite,  for  the  enfranchisement 
of  the  police.  Yet,  in  the  face  of 
that,  we  are  told  they  are  not  to 
meet  to  discuss  their  grievances. 
To  my  mind,  it  is  an  absolute  farce  to- 
give  men  the  right  of  voting  and  to 
deny  them  the  right  of  free  discussion. 
It  seems  to  me  they  had  a  right  to  meet 
and  discuss  the  provisions  of  a  Bill  that 
will  affect  their  future  prospects,  and  to- 
make  known  through  their  ofticers  their 
objections  to  it.  In  saying  this  I  am  not^ 
at  all  supporting  the  idea  of  the  police 
officers  of  the  Metropolis  binding  them- 
selves together  at  public  meetings  under 
leaders  who  may  lead  them  to  destruc- 
tion. That  is,  however,  a  very  different 
thing  from  being  permitted  to  discuss 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  I  think  no- 
provision  that  may  be  made  for  super- 
annuation will  make  up  for  the  smallness- 
of  the  pay  given  to  the  Metropolitan 
Police.  Hon.  Members  on  both  sides 
have  been  very  profuse  in  their  acknow- 
ledgments of  the  services  rendered  by 
the  police  officers  of  the  Metropolis  ta 
the  public  I  would  also  bear  testimony 
to  the  same  effect  if  there  was  any  need 
for  my  doing  so.  It  seems  to  me,  how- 
over,  to  be  an  absolute  farce  to  talk 
about  the  way  in  which  these  men. 
perform  their  duty,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  give  them  a  miserable  pittance 
which  is  scarcely  up  to  the  level  of  what 
a  day  labourer  would  have.  I  would 
make  superannuation  something  con- 
tingent upon  good  behaviour,  length  of 
service,  and  things  -of  that  kind.  I  think 
a  man  should  have  sufficient  pay,  and 
that  it  should  be  his  duty  to  save  out  of 
his  earnings  sufficient  to  keep  him  in  old 
age.  There  might  be  exceptions  to  this; 
but,  speaking  as  a  general  rule,  I  do  not 
believe  in  superannuation  allowances.  I 
believe  in  paying  a  man  a  fair  day's  wage- 
for  a  fair  day's  work,  and  I  think  that 
will  prove,  in  the  long  run,  to  be  better 
than  the  superannuation  system.  I  do 
not  wish  to  say  anything  with  regard  to 
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the  gentleman  who  I  presume  has  been 
appointed  to  the  post  of  Chief  Commis- 
sioner, but  I  am  afraid  we  are>  going  to 
make  the  same  mibtake  as  we  have  been 
inaking  over  and  over  again  by  appoint- 
ing a  military  man  Governor  of  a  civil 
force.  That  has  been  the  canse  of  the 
collisions  in  this  Metropolis  between  the 
polioe  and  the  people,  and  the  people  and 
ihe  Home  Office,  for  many  years  past. 
We  do  not  want  our  Police  Force 
to  be  under  military  regulation.  It 
iIb  not  by  any  means  a  military 
force,  and  it  will  be  a  bad  day 
for  £!ngland,  and  for  this  Metropolis 
particularly,  when,  if  ever,  it  is  made 
into  anytlung  like  a  military  force.  If 
the  Home  Office  wants  a  military 
oommand  in  the  Metropolis,  it  should 
hand  over  the  command  of  the  police  to 
the  Horse  Guards  or  the  War  Office.  I 
want  to  see  collisions  between  the  polioe 
and  the  people  avoided ;  and  I  think  they 
«an  only  be  avoided  in  two  ways,  first  of 
all,  by  getting  rid  absolutely  of  the 
milituy  element,  and,  secondly,  by  hand- 
ing over  the  control  of  the  police  to  the 
proper  local  authority,  namely  the 
County  Council.    (8.29.) 

(9.0.)  Captain  VERNEr  (Bucks, 
N.),  rose 

(9.0.)  Notice  taken,  that  40  Members 
were  not  present ;  House  counted,  and 
40  Members  being  found  present, 

•(9.3.)  Captain  VERNEY:  I  can- 
not  join  in  the  general  chorus  in 
praise  of  the  police,  and  indeed  I  venture 
to  think  that  the  police  have  very 
decidedly  deteriorated  of  late  years. 
Since  I  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
County  Gouncil,  I  have  taken  some 
trouble  in  going  about  to  different  parts 
of  London,  to  specially  note  the  attitude 
of  the  police,  and  I  will  venture  to  say 
that,  during  the  last  10  years  or  more, 
since  I  have  known  the  police,  their 
conduct  in  remote  ptrts  of  London  has 
not  been  civil  and  courteous  to  the 
public  at  large.  Many  instances  of  this 
have  come  under  my  personal  observa- 
tion. I  know  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by 
quoting  individual  cases,  but  I  give  the 
Committee  my  distinct  impression  which 
may  be  accept«d  for  what  it  is  worth. 
As  to  myself,  wherever  I  am  known,  I 
am  treated  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
attention  by  the  police ;  but  the  police 
Mr.  G.  Howell 


should  not  discharge  their  duties  as  the 
servants  of  the  few  who  are  known  in 
public  life,  but  they  should  remember  they 
are  the  servants  of  the  public  at  large, 
and  in  that  sense  I  do  not  think  that  the 
conduct  of  the  police  is  satisfaetory.  I 
had  the  gprief  and  sorrow  of  seeing  from  a 
veiy  safe  place  the  conduct  of  the 
poUce  on  the  day  of  the  Trafalgar 
Square  riots,  and  it  was  sad  to  witneaa. 
I  am  not  going  to  apportion  the 
blame  to  the  processionists  or  to  the 
police,  but  I  do  not  think  such  a  thing 
had  been  seen  in  London  before,  or  in 
any  of  our  large  towns,  within  living 
memory.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a 
parallel  case  of  the  police,  who  are  the 
servants  of  the  public,  attacking  the 
people,  not  merely  in  pursuance  of  cndexs 
preventing  the  people  from  passing,  hoA 
breaking  away  from  their  positaon  to 
attack  members  of  the  procession,  smash- 
ing band  instmments,  and  destroying 
fl{^.  These  proceedings  I  saw  with  my 
own  eyes,  and  I  do  not  think  the  people 
of  London,  after  such  prooeedings,  can 
ever  regard  the  police  as  they  did  before, 
a  feeling  was  then  excited,  which  is  to 
be  lamented  as  a  misfortune.  It  is  mj 
opinion,  then,  tliat  the  police  of  London 
have  of  late  years  not  improved,  bat 
deteriorated  in  general  attitude  and  tone 
towards  the  general  population  of  Lcm- 
don,  and  I  wish  to  add  a  word  or  two  as 
to  the  control  of  the  Metropolitan  Police. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  the  noble  Marquess 
(Lord  Carmarthen),  the  Member  for 
Brixton,  has  not  a  chance  of  being 
returned  as  Member  for  that  constitnency 
again  unless  he  is  in  favour  of  police 
control  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
CountytDoancil.  This  is  only  my  opinion, 
but  it  is  founded  upon  my  knowledge  of 
what  the  feeling  in  that  constituency  is 
as  its  representative  in  theLondon  County 
Council.  I  know  that  there  is  the 
strongest  feeling  there  in  this  direction 
among  Liberals  and  Conservatives  alike. 
Something  has  been  said  about  the  polioe 
not  being  in  a  proper  state  of  discipline, 
and  I  think  the  Committee  will  see  that 
while  there  is  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
the  police  as  to  who  their  masters  are, 
and  are  likely  to  be,  this  in  itself  tends 
much  to  shake  the  discipline  of  the 
force ;  but  now  that  Members  on  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench  liave  declared 
in  favour  of  County  Council  control,  no 
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doubt  this  must  have  an  effect  on  the 
minds  of  the  police.  I  can  speak  from  ex- 
perience as  to  the  change  in  two  counties 
where  I  happen  to  be  a  Magistrate. 
In  Anglesey  there  has  been  a  yerj 
marked  change  in  the  attitude  of  the 
police  since  control  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee,  since  the 
County  Council  have  had  a  voice  in  the 
government.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Government  know  perfectly  well  that 
they  cannot,  that  they  dare  not,  employ 
the  police  in  Wales  to  enforce  the  collec- 
tion of  tithes.  The  County  Coimcils 
would  not  allow  it,  and  it  cannot  possibly 
be  done.  Yon  may  pass  what  Bills  you 
like,  you  may  make  what  arrangements. 
yon  please,  jou  may  send  troops,  but 
jrm  cannot  emplpy  tiie  police  to  collect 
tithes,  because  the  County  Councils  will 
bot  have  it  done.  The  attitude  of  the 
police  in  Anglesey  is  the  attitude  of 
servants  of  the  public,  and  that  is  the 
difference  between  provincial  police  and 
the  London  Police.  Anybody  who  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  police  in 
Anglesey  will  find  them  acting  as  the 
respected  and  trusted  servants  of  the 
public ;  but  that  is  not,  I  am  sony  to  say, 
the  attitude  of  the  police  in  London. 
There  is  a  feeling  among  the  population 
of  London  that  the  police  are  trying  to 
be  their  masters,  and  undoubtedly  there 
is  a  sort  of  affectation  of  superiority  of 
position  about  the  police  that  is  to  be 
deplored.  I  regret  the  change  in  the 
police  uniform,  which  abolished  the  old 
form  of  the  civilian  hat  they  used  to 
wear,  which  was  a  symbol  of  the  civilian 
character  of  the  Force,  that  though 
charged  with  special  duties  they  are  not 
our  masters,  but  our  servants  and 
assistants.  I  sometimes  sit  on  the 
Magisterial  Bench  in  Buckingham.  We 
have  there  a  very  Tory  County  Council 
and  Joint  Committee,  and  more  than 
once  in  public  from  the  Bench  I  have 
had  to  complain  of  the  attitute  of  the 
police  towatds  witnesses  and  prisoners  in 
Court,  an  arrogant  and  overbearing 
demeanour,  inconsistent  with  their 
official  position,  and  which  ought  not  to 
be  tolerated.  I  have  no  doubt  at  all 
that  the  London  County  Council 
will  before  long  have  the  control 
of  the  police.  I  do  not  think  there  can 
be  any  doubt  of  that  after  the  expression 
of  opinion  from  the  Front  Bench  on  this 


side,  and  when  that  change  comes  I 
anticipate  there  will  be  no  difficulties 
with  the  police,  but  perfectly  harmonious 
action.  From  no  county  in  England 
and  Wales  have  there  been  complaints 
of  the  efficacy  of  the  police  since  control 
passed  to  the  Joint  Committees,  and  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  reason  to  complain 
of  the  Watch  Committee  in  any  borough. 
1  look  forward,  then,  to  the  perfect 
efficiency  of  the  police,  harmony  of 
action,  and  absence  of  friction  under  the 
control  of  the  London  County  Council 
in  preserving  peace  and  order  in  the 
streets  of  the  Metropolis. 
•(9.12.)  Mb.  CUNINGHAME  GRA- 
HAM :  I  wish  I  had  had  the  op- 
portunity of  speaking  more  immediately 
after  the  statement  of  the  Home  Sec- 
retary. I  listened  very  attentively 
to  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said, 
and,  if  he  will  allow  me  to  say  so, 
I  admired  his  fine  forensic  effort, 
while  I  congratulated  myself  to  some 
extent  that  I  was  not  one  of  a  jury  to 
be  influenced  by  what  he  will  excuse  mo 
for  calling  the  special  pleading  with 
which  he  favoured  us.  This  question 
we  are  now  discussing,  and  which  I,  for 
one,  reg^t,  should  occupy  the  attention 
of  an  Imperial  Parliament  holding  the 
view  which  has  generally  been  expressed 
on  this  side  that  it  is  a  matter  for  the 
London  Local  Authority.  This  matter 
we  are  now  discussing  is  not  merely  one 
of  the  quarrels  and  dissensions  between 
the  Home  Secretary  and  his  various 
Chief  Commissioners.  I  am  not  greatly 
concerned,  however  many  of  the  latter 
resign,  nor  should  I  be  very  much  con- 
cem^dif  the  righthon.Gentleman  himself 
resigned.  I  frankly  add  that  I  should 
not  entertain  greater  anxiety  or  cherish 
greater  hope  in  regard  to  any  right  hoh. 
Gentleman  from  this  side  of  the  House 
who  might  succeed  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  office  if  all  went  well. 
These  are  mattera  of  little  importance 
beside  the  grave  importance  of  the 
fact  that  discontent  exists  among 
the  force  responsible  for  the  peace 
and  safety  of  the  Metropolis.  Now, 
the  Home  Secretary — and  I  am 
bound  to  say  he  did  it  admirably  well — 
tried  to  minimise  this  feeling  among  the 
police,  and,  to  some  extent,  he  succeeded 
in  diverting  the  attention  of  some  Mem- 
bers   of  the  Committee — not  of   all,  I 
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am  glad  to  say,  who  have  taken  part  in 
this  discnsaion.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man hasdeprecated  and  denied  statements 
founded  upon  reports  in  the  newspapers, 
and  wishes  ns  to  believe,  in  fact,  that 
the  agitation  we  hear  abont  is  manu- 
factured by  newspapers.  Now,  we  know 
that  newspapers— or  some  of  them — 
when  short  of  "  copy  "  especially,  are  apt 
to  insert  matter  that  does  not  stand  the 
test  of  close  examination;  but  I  can 
hardly  believe  it  possible,  when  we  read 
reports  in  all  sorts  of  newspapers  of  every 
political  complexion,  newspapers  differing 
in  tone,  such  as  the  Standard,  Daily 
Newt,  Telegraph,  and  Globe,  and  when 
we  find  everyone  of  these  newspapers, 
most  of  which,  I  presume,  are  fiurly 
independent,  has  a  full  and  succinct 
account  of  proceedings  at  meetings 
which  have  taken  place  among  members 
of  the  Police  Force  in  reference  to  their 
grievances,  and  the  dismissal  of  Mr. 
Monro,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  Home 
Secretary  "  doth  protest  too  much  "  when 
he  tries  to  make  us  believe  that  these 
troubles  are  manufactured  by  the  news- 
'  paper.  I  find  in  the  Globe,  which  is 
considered  to  be  a  Conservative  news- 
paper, a  full  report  of  a  meeting  which 
took  place  last  night.  Now,  no  one  can 
accuse  the  Globe  of  being  an  exceedingly 
revolutionary  newspaper ;  it  does  not,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  suggest  the  abolition 
of  the  bourgeois  in  five  and  twenty 
minutes,  or  to  nationalise  our  means  of 
production  ;  it  is  a  newspaper,  I  suppose, 
whose  reports  may  fairly  be  relied  upon. 
I  find  in  the  Globe's  report  of  yesterday's 
meeting  that  160  constables  drove  to  Uie 
meeting  in  vans,  and  that  they  were 
addressed  by  various  speakers.  I  am 
well  aware  that  some  of  these  speakers 
are  members  of  the  "Social  Demo- 
cratic Federation,"  a  body  with  which 
I  am  in  no  way  connected,  but 
I  suppose  they  have  as  good  a  right 
to  address  a  police  meeting  as  any  other 
persons,  though  I  find  the  meeting  was 
not  only  addressed  by  members  of  the 
"  Social  Democratic  Federation,"  but  by 
other  gentlemen  of  position,  and  by 
members  of  the  force ;  that  they  dis- 
cussed questions  at  some  length ;  and 
that  after  the  meeting  was  over  40  or  50 
policemen  went  away  cheering  for  the 
"  Policeman's  Union,"  and  expressing 
great  dissatisfaction  with  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Cuninghame  Graham 


the  Home  Office  officials.  Let  me  show 
what  it  was  this  meeting  of  policemen 
demanded  yesterday.  A  resolution  was 
carried  as  follows  : — 

■*  lliat  this  meeting  of  conitablea  of  Metn> 
politsn  Police  demand-  (1)  That  an  increaaeof 
pay  of  3s.  per  week  be  given  to  each  daa. 
,  2)  That  each  man  be  entitled  to  advancement 
in  class  at  two  and  five  yeara'  service.  (3) 
'I'hat  one  day's  leave  per  week  be  granted,  (t) 
That  police  court  time  and  extra  daty  be 
aUowed  in  full.  (6)  That  P.C.'s  be  entitled  to 
10  days' leave  annually.  (6)  'I'hat  one-third  of 
pay  be  the  minimum  of  pension  on  completion 
of  Id  years'  service,  increasing  proportionately 
to  two-thirds  of  pay  after  24  years'  service. 
(7)  That  each  man  be  entitled  to  daim  his 
superannuation  on  completion  of  24  ycait' 
service." 

I  will  not  enter  upon  details  which  will 
be  far  more  properly  discussed  upon  the 
Police  Superannuation  Bill ;  but  what  I 
wish  to  point  out,  and  what  I  wish  to 
bring  before  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, is  the  fact  that  the  condition  of 
the  present  relations  between  the  Police 
Force  and  the  Home  Office  is  such  as  to 
create  grave  danger  to  the  safety  of  the 
Metropolis.  It  is  absolutely,  I  think,  t 
matter  that  admits  of  no  -  argument  at 
all,  that  yon  have  a  large  body  of  some 
14,000  or  15,000  men  upon  whom  the 
onerous  duty  is  laid  of  protectii^ 
persons  and  property  in  the  Metropolis 
day  after  day  and  night  after  night;  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  they  can  ezerdie 
that  duty  properly  if  they  are  in  a  state 
of  what  I  must  characterise  as  semi- 
revolt  against  the  authorities.  I  wish 
the  Home  Secretary  clearly  to  under- 
stand that  dissatisfaction  in  this  instance, 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  not  been  pro- 
moted by  agitators.  I  know  that  the 
right  l^on.  Gentleman  entertains  a  dis- 
trust of  agitators,  and  that,  founded  or 
unfounded,  that  feeling  of  distrust  exists 
in  the  country  ;  but,  arguing  from  the 
existence  of  this  distrust,  the  case 
is  much  stronger  when  I  assert, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot 
contradict  the  assertion  that  thera  has 
been  no  intervention  of  agitators  to 
account  for  the  strained  relations  of  the 
police  and  their  superior  office  to  the 
Home  Office  control.  If,  therefore,  this 
dissatisfaction  arises  from  among  the 
Police  Force  itself,  it  seems  clear  to  me 
that  either  the  Home  Office  has  sot 
sufficient  time  or  opportunity  to  exerdae 
doe  supervision  over  such  an  important 
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body  as  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force 
such  as  should  be  exercised ;  or  that  the 
just    claims    of    the    force    have  been 
i^ored.     I   am    not  going    exactly  ic 
uphold  Mr.  Monro    against    the  Home 
Secretary   for  the   very    cogent  reason 
mentioned    by    my    hon.    Friend    the 
Member  for  Finsbnry  that  we  have  not 
the  correspondence  in  onr  hands  which 
'would  enable  ns  to  take  a  full  view  of 
the  case.     I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
think  that  in  all  cases  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner should  be  backed  against  the 
Home  Secretary.      Bad  as  I  think  the 
system  is  which   places  the  supervision 
of  the  London  Police  Force  in  the  hands 
of  the  Home  Secretary,  I  think  that  a 
state  of  things  which   placed    absolute 
power  in  the  hands  of  a   Chief    Com- 
missioner  without  due  supervision  of  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  therefore  the  in- 
fluence   which    debate    in     Parliament 
exercises,  would  be  absolutely  untenable, 
and  no  sensible  man  can  for  a  moment 
contemplate    it  with    equanimity.     On 
this  occasion,  and  in  reference  to  police 
control,  I  do  not  entirely  take  the  side 
with  Mr.  Monro  or  against  him,  but  I 
do  lament  that    in  the    choice  of  Mr. 
Monro's  successor  a  most    unfortunate 
selection  should  have    been-  made  of  a 
^ntleman  half  of  whose  record  is  a  mili- 
tary one.     We  have  been   told  by  hon. 
G«ntlemcn  on  the  other  side  that  he  has 
been  most  diligent  and  successful  in  the 
detection  of  Thuggee  and  dacoity ;  but 
these  are  crimes  which,  if  I  am  well 
informed,  are  not  very  prevalent  in  this 
Metropolis.     Further,  I  understand  this 
gentleman  was  for  a  long  time  Besident 
in  Bajpootana.     Now,  the  Bajpoots  are, 
ethnologically,  a  highly  interesting  race 
of  the  highest  caste  in  India,  though  I 
wish      to      do     others    no    injustice. 
But    what     are    the     functions    of    a 
Besident  in  Bajpootana?    In  this  State, 
I  believe,  there  is  an  admirable  art  school. 
There  may  be  found  large  quantities  of 
elephants,  and  I  believe  some  very  skilful 
Nautch  girls.    TTpon    these  and  other 
matters  a  resident  may  form  his  judg- 
ment, and  has  to  make  representations 
to  the  Sultcm  of   the  country;  and  I 
believe  this  particular  gentleman — ^whose 
name  for  the  moment  has  escaped  me, 
but  which  I  daresay  in  future  I  may  re- 
member accurately — has  had  vast  ex- 
perience in  matters  that  appertain  to 


Court  life  in  Bajpootana ;  but  I  utterly 
fail  to  see  how  such  experience  gives 
him  qualiiications  for  such  different  and 
delicate  duties  as  are  involved  in   the 
position  of  Chief  Commissioner  of  Metro- 
politan Police.     It  has  been  urged  by 
hon.  Members  on  this  side,  and  notably 
by  one  who  holds  the  position  of  County 
Councillor,  that  the  only  way  out  of  these 
difficulties^ — difficulties  that  appear  to  be 
arising  perpetually,  if  we  may  judge  by 
the  short  tenures  of  office  by  Chief  Com- 
missioners— can   be   obviated   by  trans- 
ferring  control    to   a    popularly-elected 
body,  the  County  Council ;  and  various 
Members  have  referred  to  the  good  effect 
that  has    accrued  in    provincial  towns 
where  recourse  has  been  had  to  such  a 
system.     But  hon.    Members   have  for- 
gotten one  especial  fact  in  this  connec- 
tion, that  when  there  was  an  election  of 
County  Councils,  some   18  months  ago, 
it  was   made  a  test  question  in  many 
cases,  invariably,  I  believe,  in  the  case  of 
Prog^ressive  members,  that  they  should 
pled^  themselves  to  the  principle  of 
control  of  the  police  by  County  Councils. 
["  No."]     I  am  not  sure  whether  the  test 
was  not  applied  by  electors  who  voted 
for   Conservative    members — ["No."] — 
but  I  think  upon  County  Councils  Con- 
servative members  are  in  as  decided  a 
minority  as  they  are  in  a  majority  in 
this  House.     But  let  that  pass.     If  the 
ratepayers  of  London  are  really  averse 
to  the  control  of  the  police  being  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council,  as 
an  hon.  Gteutleman  opposite  says  they  are, 
how  does  it  come  about  that  in  so  many 
instances  elections  were  determined  upon 
this  question  t  Surely,  it  will  not  be  urged 
for  a  moment  by  any  hon.  Member  that 
the  electors  and  ratepayers  of  London 
are   so  foolish,    so  blind  to  their  own 
interest,  that  they  would  absolutely  vote 
for  power  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
body  they  look  on  with  feelings  of  dis- 
trust?    It  is  because    they   see    these 
strained  relations,  the  existence  of  which 
the  Home  Secretary  cannot  deny,  between 
the  Home  Office  and  Scotland  Yard,  that 
the  vast  majority  of  London  ratepayers 
are  so  set  upon  having  the  control  of  the 
Police    Force,   which    costs  ^£1,700,000 
annually.     A  word  upon  what  has  been 
said  as  to  the  altered  relations  between 
police  and  people  in  London.     I  know 
that  to  the  great  majority  of  Members 
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of  this  House  it  is  not  of  very  much  im- 
portance whether  the  Police  Force  arro- 
gates to  itself  more  power  or  remains  in 
the  position  it  has  hitherto  occnpied. 
Most  of  OS,  fortunately — I  am  myself  an 
exception— do  not  habitnally  come  into 
collision  with  the  police.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  I  do  so  habitually — but  most  of  us 
do  not  often  come  into  contact  with  the 
police,  their  functions,  so  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  being  limited  to  opening  cab 
doors  and  attentions  of  that  kind.  But 
with  the  vast  bulk  of  the  poorer  popula- 
tion of  London  the  case  is  different. 
Police  supervision  and  police  interference 
can  make  their  lives  intolerable  to  them. 
X  appeal  to  any  hon.  Member  who  has 
knowledge  of  the  labouring  classes  in 
London  whether  there  is  not  grievous 
complaint  of  the  interference,  in  the 
daily  life  of  the  poorer  population 
which  is  gradually  being  arrogated 
to  itself  by  the  Police  Force.  For 
these  reasons  I  view  with  exceeding 
regret  the  appointment  of  another  mili- 
taxy  gentleman  to  the  o£Bce.  From  a 
Constitutional  point  of  view  I  do  sin- 
cerely r^ret  the  introduction  of  the 
military  system  into  what  has  always 
been  a  civil  force.  I  foresee  that  if  mili- 
tary discipline  and  system  is  introduced 
into  the  Police  Force,  the  scenes  of  riot 
and  disorder,  and  the  strained  relations 
between  the  Home  Office  and  Scotland 
Tard,  which  have  existed  for  three  or 
four  years,  will  become  intensified,  and 
the  tune  of  Parliament,  which  should  be 
devoted  to  subjects  vastly  more  import- 
tant,  will  be  taken  up  more  and  more 
every  Session  with  the  discussion  of 
questions  which  should  be  dealt  with  by 
tiie  London  County  Council. 

(9.32.)  Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (North- 
ampton) :  I  shall  not  express  any  opinion 
as  to  the  newly-appointeid  Chief  Commis- 
sioner, as  I  should  prefer  first  to  see  how 
he  fills  the  office.  And,  with  regard  to 
the  issue  raised  between  the  Home 
Secretary  and  Mr.  Monro,  as  I  have  only 
read  the  letter  of  Mr.  Monro  and  heard 
the  speech  of  the  Home  Secretary,  I 
feel  I  have  not  got  sufficient  data 
on  which  to  pronounce  an  absolute 
opinion,  but, with  such  data  aslhaye,lam 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  Home  Secre- 
tary is  right  in  regard  to  the  matter 
of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Monro.  A 
question  seems  to  have  arisen  with  re- 
Mr.  Cuninghame  Graham 


gaid  to  police  superannuation.  But  the 
Home  Secretary  is  the  Bepresentative  of 
Parliamentary  control  with  reference  to 
the  policp,  and  I  hold  that  it  is  most 
essential  that  the  Home  Secretary  should 
have  this  control  so  long  as  the  poUce 
depend  upon  Parliament,  and  not  upon 
the  County  Council.  The  question  -wluch 
arose  was  as  to  the  amount  to  be  granted 
to  the  police.  I  never  yet  heard  of  valve 
attaching  to  the  opinion  of  those  who  are 
to  receive  pensions.  Of  course,  the  Com- 
missioner and  the  police,  being  them- 
selves interested  in  the  question  of  8npe^ 
annuation,  would  naturally  take  a  very 
fatvonrable  view  of  the  matter  in  dis- 
cussing it ;  but  what  happened  ?  The 
Home  Secretary  prepared  a  Bill  and 
showed  it  to  Mr.  Monro,  who  objected  to 
it,  and  said  that  if  the  Bill  was  not  altered 
he  should  resign,  and  because  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  make  the  altera- 
tions which  were  demanded  Mr.  Monro 
did  resign.  Now,  I  do  not  recognise 
that  sort  of  thing  as  the  duty  or  the  right 
of  the  Chief  Superintendent  or  Com- 
missioner. If  the  Bill  is  a  bad  Bill,  it  is 
for  this  House  to  criticise  and  discuss  it, 
when  the  Bill  is  brought  in.  The 
Home  Secretary  in  the  discussion  wonld 
have  stated  whether  the  police  approved 
of  the  Bill  or  not,  bat  for  the  Commis- 
sioner to  menace,  I  may  say,  the  Home 
Secretary  with  his  resignation  is  con- 
trary entirely  to  my  idea  of  the  subordi- 
nation that  the  Commissioner  ought  to 
observe  to  the  Bepresentative  of  Pariia- 
mentary  control.  This  Police  Force  is  a 
positive  army.  What,  I  should  like  to 
know,  would  be  the  state  of  things 
in  the  Army  itself  were  the  House  to 
set  up  the  Commander-in-Chief  against 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Warl  Of 
course,  we  should  support  the  Secretary  for 
War.  I  put  aside  politics  altogether,  and 
I  say  that  so  far  as  I  know  the  details  of 
the  dispute,  the  Home  Secretary  is  in 
the  right,  and  his  power  should  be  up- 
held so  long  as  Parliamentary  control 
remains.  Until  the  police  are  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  County  Council, 
I  shall  always  act  upon  that  principle.  I 
think  that  Chief  Commissioners  are  very 
much  inclined  to  take  too  much  upon 
themselves.  Were  they  in  the  House 
it  would  be  different,  but  now,  in  police 
matters,  the  House  has  to  complain  not 
to  the  Chief  Commissioner,  but  to  the 
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Home  Secretary,  who  has  to  bring  in 
Bills  affecting  the  police.  Unless  we 
act  on  this  principle  there  will  be  an 
end  to  all  Parliamentary  control,  and  we 
shall  have  the  police  beicoming  a  sort  of 
Preetorian  Ouard,  and  the  Oommisioner 
a  sort  of  Prsetorian  Prefect,  completely 
dominating  this  House  and  the  whole 
Lsgfislatnre.  I  think  it  the  duty  of  all 
who  share  these  opinions  to  back  up  the 
Home  Secretary  in  his  action ;  otherwise 
there  will  be  an  end  of  all  Parliamentary 
control.  I  now  come  to  another  point. 
I  find  that  the  Commissioner's  salary  is 
j£l,500  a  year,  and  I  doubt  whether  it 
-would  not  be  wise,  seeing  the  position 
that  ofiBcial  holds,  the  dutie9  he  has  to 
discharge,  and  the  large  force  of  men  he 
has  to  command,  to  grant  a  larger  salary. 
But  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Monro  re- 
ceived £1,000  a  year  from  the  Secret 
Service  Fund.  Does  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  who  shakes  his  head  posi- 
tively say  that  Mr.  Monro  received  no 
money  from  that  fnndt  As  I  under- 
stand, Mr.  Anderson  did  receive  a  con- 
siderable sum  from  that  source  for  looking 
after  detective  business  in  America  in 
regard  to  Irishmen,  but  this  has  been  dis- 
continued since  he  became  Assistant  Com- 
missioner, and  the  duties  have  since  been 
undertaken  and  the  money  received  by 
Mr.  Monro.  This  is  most  objectionable,  if 
correct,  and  we  ought  to  know  exactly 
what  the  salaiy  of  the  Commissioner  is. 
•Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  The  Commissioner 
receives  nothing  bnt  what  appears  on 
the  Estimates.  He  has  an  Indian 
pension. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  Perhaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  go  a  step 
farther,  and  inform  us  who  is  now  at 
the  head  of  this  detective  business  in 
America  t 

Thb  chairman  :  Order,  order! 
That  hardly  arises  on  the  Vote. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  There  are 
Assistant  Commissioners.  I  want  to  know 
whether  any  of  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners receive  anything  from  the  Secret 
Service  money  ? 

•Mb.  MATTHEWS :  No  person  down  on 
the  Estimates  for  a  salary  receives  any- 
thing in  addition  to  that  salary. 

Me.  LABOUCHERE:  That  is  an 
answer ;  but  I  should  like  to  know  the 
relations  of  the  police  of  Scotland  Yard 
with  the  police  and  others  in  America. 


There  was  a  discussion  in  this  House 
some  time  ago  about  the  position  of 
Mr.  Hoare,  our  Consul  in  New  York. 
It  was  shown  that  Mr.  Hoare  had 
had  communications  from  England  in 
regard  to  police  matters,  and  that  he 
took  up  a  position  as  a  sort  of  head  of 
the  Detective  Department  in  the  United 
States.  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying 
that  that  business  has  been  handed  over 
to  Mr.  Fraser,  Vice  Consul,  and  I  think 
we  ought  to  be  informed 

The  CHAIRMAN :  Order,  order !  I 
do  not  see  how  that  is  relevant  to  this 
Vote.  It  might  be  raised  on  the  Vote 
for  the  Home  Secretary's  salary. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  Well,  I  will 
drop  that  point ;  but  there  is  another  in 
which  I  confess  I  am  myself  a  little 
interested.  There  is  a  policeman  of  the 
name  of  Jarvis,  who  has  brought  an 
action  against  me  for  saying  he  was  at  a 
certain  place  at  a  certain  time  in  America. 
Now,  I  want  to  know  from  the  Home 
Secretary  whether  Jarvis  is  to  pay  for 
this  or  the  police  t  I  do  not  object  to 
the  police  paying ;  but  if  I  win  my  case, 
and  Jarvis  cannot  pay,  I  want  to  know 
whether  the  Home  Secretary,  or  some- 
one in  his  Department,  will  pay  the 
expenses!  I  do  not  know  whether  or 
not  Jarvis  has  been  put  forward  without 
any  money  against  me  ;  but  I  know  that 
the  action  may  cost  me  £1,000  or  £2,000, 
and  I  want  to  know,  if  I  win  my  case,  to 
whom  I  am  to  look  for  my  expenses.  If 
Jarvis  is  being  supplied  with  funds  by  the 
police  I  think  the  Home  Secretaiy  will 
admit  that  if  I  win  I  ought  to  have  my 
expenses  'from  those  who  are  supplying 
him.  As  Jarvis's  salary  is  included  in 
this  Estimate,  this  is  the  time  to  raise 
the  question. 
•Me.  MATTHEWS :  No;  it  is  not  in- 
eluded. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE :  I  think  it  is 
included  in  this  Estimate. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  Order,  order  ! 

Me.  LABOUCHERE:  As  I  have 
exhausted  my  criticisms,  I  may  as  well 
sit  down. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order. 
There  is  no  salary  in  the  Vote  beyond 
that  of  the  Commissioner  and  Assistant 
Commissioners. 

•(9.42.)  Mb.  CAUSTON  (Southwark, 
W.)  :  I  am  sure  all  hon.  Members  will 
agree  with  me  that  these  frequent  acri- 
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tnonioas  discussions  with  regard  to  the 
Londoa  Police  are  not  only  most  dis- 
tasteful to  those  who  take  port  in  them 
bat  most  injurioos  to  the  well-being 
of  the  police  and  of  the  people  of 
London.  It  is  not  that  the  people  and 
the  poUoe  cannot  get  on  well  t(^ther, 
bat  it  is  the  abominable  STstem  which 
exists  that  causes  the  trouble.  Now 
that  we  have  a  London  County  Coun- 
cil, we  say  that  the  police  should  be 
placed  under  its  control,  in  the  same 
way  as  the  Municipal  Bodies  in  other 
cities  and  towns  have  control  over 
their  police.  The  people  of  London 
have  Eoade  ap  their  minda  that  they 
will  no  longer  allow  their  police  to  be 
controlled  by  the  Home  Secretary,  be  he 
Liberal  or  be  he  Conservative.  With 
reg^ard  to  Mr.  Monro's  resignation,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  seems  to 
be  in  possession  of  more  information 
than  we  have  got.  We  ha.ve  only  the 
statement  of  the  Home  Secretary. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  I  specifically 
said  I  knew  nothing  beyond  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Monro,  and  the  stotement  of  the 
Homo  Secretary. 

•Me.  CAUSTON  :  Then  we  are  all  in 
the  same  position.  Whether  the  Home 
Secretary  be  right  or  wrong,  I  desire  to 
say  that  the  present  system  is  bad,  and 
we  want  to  see  it  altered.  That  system 
brings  hard  and  distasteful  work  to  the 
police;  it  brings  the  Home  Secretary 
into  disrepute  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  ill-feeling  between  the  police 
and  the  people  will  also  bring  about  what 
we  think  is  an  unnecessary  demand  for 
an  increase  of  the  London  Police  Force. 
The  only  remedy  is  to  place  the 
police  under  the  control  of  lie  London 
County  Council.  I  quite  admit  there 
may  be  a  necessity  for  a  Government 
Imperial  police.  If  the  Government 
want  a  force  for  the  protection  of  the 
Pabhc  Offices  by  all  means  have  one, 
but  do  not  let  us  have  a  police  dictator- 
ship in  London.  Place  the  London 
police  under  the  control  of  the  London 
County  Council,  and  you  will  establish 
good-will  between  the  police  and  the 
people,  and  ease  the  labours  of  the 
Home  Secretary.  Of  course,  we  cannot 
now  discuss  the  details  of  the  Super- 
annuation Bill.  The  police  render  special 
services,  and  should  be  specially  treated ; 
they  look  after  our  property  and  our 
Mr.  Caunton 


lives ;  they  g^ve  themselves  up  to  their 
work  almost  in  the  same  way  that 
the  clergy  devote  themselves  to  looking 
after  our  souls.  Superannuation,  no 
doubt,  attracts  respectable  men  to  the 
Force ;  but  if  in  the  Bill  you  are  going  to 
take  away  with  one  hand  what  you  give 
with  the  other,  you  will  do  no  good. 
What  yon  want  is  a  contented  police, 
and  if  you  have  that  you  have  a  tmgt- 
worthy  and  reliable  force.  I  cannot 
understand  why  the  Metropolitan  Police 
should  not  be  as  well  paid  as  the  City 
Police..  It  is  absurd  to  say  that  the 
Metropolitan  Police  could  not  be  con- 
trolled by  the  London  County  Conncil,  for 
the  City  Corporation  manages  its  own 
force.  In  the  Cityyou  have  most  valuable 
property  requiring  protection,  and  yon 
never  hear  of  the  City  Police  being 
inefficient  or  discontented.  I  do  hope 
that  in  the  interests  of  the  Home 
Office,  for  the  sake  of  the  peace  of 
mind  of  the  Home  Secretary,  in  the 
interests  of  the  welfare  of  the  people 
of  London  as  well  as  of  the  police 
generally,  this  shortsighted  policy  in 
regard  to  the  management  of  the  police 
wUl  be  abandoned. 

(9.52.)  Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  an  explanation  of 
the  item  of  £650  for  the  travelling  ex- 
penses of  Inspectors. 

(9.53.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford, 
N.) :  I  desire  to  ask  an  explanation  of 
the  item  of  £48,000  for  clothing  and 
other  expenses  of  constables  employed 
in  the  protection  of  public  buildings  wad 
on  other  special  duties.  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  special  duty  of  some 
of  these  gentlemen  was  to  go  to  Colorado 
in  the  interests  of  the  Times  before  the 
Special  Commission,  and  while  pretend- 
ing to  be  on  holiday  engage  themselves 
in  finding  out  a  large  number  of  mares' 
nests.  We  know  it  has  been  denied,  bat 
we  know  also  that  the  denials  were  false, 
for  we  had  men  there  as  well  as  Uer 
Majesty's  Government.  Differing  from 
some  of  my  hon.  Friends,  I  was  delighted 
when  I  heard  of  Mr.  Monro's  resignation. 
The  more  these  permanent  officials  are 
put  down  the  better.  Mr.  Monro  made 
himself  specially  offensive  to  Irish  Mem- 
bers. His  conduct  in  connection  witli 
the  Select  Committee  in  r^i^ard  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Louth  was 
abominable.    Therefore,  the  moment  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1677        Supply— Civil 


{June  20, 1890}  Service  Ettimatet.        1578 


heard  that  Mr.  Monro  had  resigned  I  was 
greatly  delighted.  It  is  always  a  good 
thing  to  get  rid  of  the  last  man.  As  to 
the  alleged  payment  of  secret  service 
money  to  the  Chief  Commissioner,  I  think 
we  ought  to  know  more  on  ihis  matter. 
We  ^ow  how  it  once  transpired — 
although  it  had  been  denied — ^that  a  sum 
of  £10,000  had  been  used  in  securing 
Parliamentary  candidates.  We  are  also 
aware  that  when  there  is  a  change  of 
Ck>Temment  these  things  are  sure  to 
leak  out,  and  we  should  like  to  know 
where  it  is  the  Chief  Commissioner  gets 
his  perquisites  from,  if  not  from  the 
Secret  Service  Fund.  If  he  receives 
anything  in  addition  to  his  salary  it 
should  appear  on  the  Estimates.  I  ag^ree 
that  the  salary  attached  to  the  ofiBce 
ought  to  be  raised.  I  heard  with  some 
surprise  the  statement  the  other  night 
that  the  Force  was  to  be  increased  by 
1,000  men.  When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
increased  the  Force  at  the  time  of  one 
of  the  explosions  which  occurred,  I 
believe,  on  the  day  of  the  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  Boat  Bace,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  if  the  people  of 
London  wished  the  police  to  be  specially 
engaged  for  their  protection  when  they 
were  out  enjoying  themselves  they  would 
have  to  pay  for  it,  and  it  would 
be  necessary  to  add  to  the  Force. 
It  was  proposed  to  strengthen  the  Force 
on  a  former  occasion,  solely  on  account 
of  the  presence  of  dynamitards  in  the 
Metropolis.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  proposing  an  increase  at  a  time 
when  practically  there  is  no  crisis  and 
no  kind  of  disturbance.  This  second 
addition  will  make  an  increase  of  2,000 
since  five  or  six  years  ago,  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  was  the  Home  Secretary,  Of 
course,  if  the  men  are  over-worked,  and 
have  been  kept  on  duty  too  long  hours, 
it  is  quite  right  that  an  increase  should 
be  made.  Still,  I  think  the  Government 
make  an  increase  in  circumstances  which 
require  very  much  more  explanation 
than  is  afforded  by  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  This  advance  in 
the  number  of  the  police  is  really 
effected  in  a  backstairs  sort  of  manner, 
so  that  the  cost  may  not  come  on  the 
Estimates.  I  do  not  know  how  these 
things  are  arranged  in  London,  but  I 
VOL.  OCCXLV.       [thibd  sebiks.] 


gather  that  there  is  no  check  whatever 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  or  on  the 
number  of  men  who  are  to  compose  the 
Force.  I  deprecate  the  observation  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North- 
ampton with  reference  to  setting  up  a 
Force  in  London, which  is  to  be  treated  as 
a  sort  of  Pratorian  Guard.  That 
expression  was  used  by  the  Boyal  Irish 
Constabulary  when  they  struck  in  1882. 
Allow  me  to  say  that  the  two  bodies  are 
very  different.  The  police  of  London, 
like  the  police  of  Dublin,  are  of  a  pacific 
temperament,  and  are  not  supplied  with 
bayonets  and  rifles,  and  powder  and  ball. 
They  live  amongst  a  civil  population, 
and  do  not  segregate  in  barracks.  They 
are  not  subject  to  that  dose  military  dis- 
cipline which  prevails  in  the  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, and  I  do  not  believe  that  there 
is  the  slightest  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
London  police  in  any  way  to  set  them- 
selves up  as  against  the  civil  population. 
Having  lived  now  for  a  long  time  in 
London,  I  may  say  that  a  more  respect- 
ful body  of  men  I  do  not  believe  ever 
had  control'  of  the  streets  of  any 
Metropolis  in  the  world.  They 
are  civil  to  a  fault  It  is  not  as  if 
they  knew  you.  Of  course,  coming  about 
this  House,  one  may  expect  extra  atten- 
tion. But  wherever  you  go  the  police  of 
the  Metropolis  are  universally,  extremely, 
and  consistently  polite  and  courteous  in 
their  dnfy.  That  shows  the  advantage 
of  having  a  domestic  Police  Force,  un- 
controlled bystringent  military  discipline, 
which  prevails  in  the  Boyal  Irish  Con- 
stabuhury.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
unfortunate  thing  if  any  excitement 
were  allowed  to  grow  up  among  the 
constabulary  in  London,  or  if  they  were 
induced  to  combine  in  a  hostile  sense 
against  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
because  if,  instead  of  moderate  .agitation, 
they  were  to  take  hostile  means  for  the 
redress  of  their  grievances,  I  believe  they 
would  only  set  the  general  body  of  the 
population  against  them,  and  the  general 
body  of  the  population  is  now  largely  in 
sympathy  with  them,  and  most  anxious 
for  the  redress  of  their  grievances.  I 
believe  that  if  the  Gk>vemment  can  at 
all  manage  to  see  their  way  to  meet  the 
just  and  fair  demands  of  the  men,  the 
people  of  London,  and  the  Members  of 
this  House,  so  &r  as  the  Elstimates  can 
be  laid  before  them,  would  be  prepared 
3  L 
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•taf^V  long  way  in  sooihing  down  and 

-  disaipatuig  the  grieyances  and  irritation 
'  of  these  men.      I  deprecate  the  «ngge8- 

tion  of  any  attempt  whatever  to-  set  up 
a  Praetorian  Qnard. 

•(10.6.)  The  UNDERSECRETARY  op 
;  STATE  tor  the  HOME  DEPARTMENT 
(Mr.  Stuabt  Wobtlbt,  Sheffield,  Hallam)  : 
Th^  hon.  Member  has  asked  a  qnestion 
with  r^ard  to  an  item  of  £Q25  which 
appears  on  these  Estimates  as  travelling 
expenses  of  Her  Majesty's  Inspector  of 
Ccmstabalary.  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  that  these  expenses 
have  nothing  to  do  with  journeys  to 
America.  .  They  are  the  expenses  of  the 
officem  whose  duty  it  used  to  bej  before 

-  the  Local  Government  Act,  to  satisfy  the 
Home  Secretary  of  the  efficiency,  not  of 
the  Metcopolitui  Force,  bat  of  -tiie  pro- 
rmoial  force,  and  whose  ddty  it^is  smoe 
the  Local  Oovemment  Act,  to  afford 
information  upon  which  can  be  g^ven 
the  certificate  that  is  required  before 
contributions  can  be  made  to  the  Local 
Police  Authorities  from  the  Imperial  taxa- 
tion, which  has  been  transferred  to  local 
purposes.  The  performance  of  that  duty 
involves  journeys  to  every  county  and 
every  poUoe  borough  in  England  and 
Wales.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Finabctry  (Mr.  Rowlands)  inquired 
why  tibe  Rep<Ht  of  the  Depart- 
ment' Committee  npon  superannuation 
had  not  bedn  produced.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  was  in  the  House 
when  the  Home  Secretary  spoke.  If 
he  was  he  mntit  have  noticed  that  thb 
Home  Secretary  distinctly  said  t&at  the 
Departmental  Committee  separated  with- 
out making  any  Report, on  thegroondthat 
Mr.  Monro,  most  unhappily  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  police  and  their  adminis- 
tration generally,  thought  it  hiis  dufy 
to  separate  himself  from  the  dolibetations 
of  that  Committee.  As  regards  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner, which  some  hon.  Members  say 
ought  to  be  issued  at  an  earlier  period  of 
the  year,  in  order  that  the  Hottse  may 
have  it  in  its  hands  when  the  ■  Police 
Vote  comes  before  it,  I  can  assure  him 
that  I  heartily  sympathise  with  him  in 
that  desire.  But  the  Commissioner  of 
Police  is  most  heavily  burdened  with 
the  most  anxious  duties,  and  it  is  found 
in  practice — I  could  quote  precedents  for 
many    years   back  —  that    the    Annual 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 


Report  never lOan  be  brought  out  much 
before  the  month  of  August  or  Septem- 
ber. It  is  true,  I  believe,  that  an  one 
occasion  it  was  got  out,  but  the .  Police 
Vote  was  taken  at  a  very  late  date. 
Since  the  disappearance  of  the  right  hoo. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby,  the 
Debate  has  somewhat  quitted  the  lines 
on  which  he  sought  to  launch  it.  I  had 
no  doubt  as  to  the  result,  and  1  felt  sore 
that  the  very  general  concurrence  'which 
has  been  expressed  in  all  parts  of  tiie 
House  as  to  the  conduct  of  my  nght 
hon.  Friend  the  Home  Secretary  with 
regard  to  the  unhappy  differences  -whidi 
have  arisen,  would  bo  endorsed  and  k^ 
proved  by  the  great  majority  of  this 
House.  The  Debate  hassince  proceeded  on 
the  familiar  lines  of  a  discussion  of  the 
Utcpian  idea  of  municipal  control  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police.  I  have  always 
noticed  up  to  the  present  evenings  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  has  been  most  careful  to  guard 
himself  against  anything  like  an  approval 
of  the  municipal  control  of  the  Londan 
FoUoe  as  against  Imperial  control.  Bat 
on  this  occasion  he  has  selected,  if  I  may 
say  so,  the  body  of  my  right  hon.  IViend 
the  Home  Secretary  to  make  a  bridge 
whereby  he  may  cross  from  one  conntiy 
to  the  other,  deserting  all  the  opinions 
gained  in  the  hard  experience  of  office, 
that  he  may  travel  in  a  more  convenient 
and  pleasant  land,  in  which  he  can  gain 
electoral  support.  For  my  part,  I  main- 
tain that  this  House,  80  of  whose  Mem- 
bers are  elected  by  oonstituencies  in  the 
Metropolitan  Police  area,  while  the  other 
690,  by  the  very  condition  of  their  hold- 
ing seats  'in  this  Hoose,  are  residents 
in  that  area,  is  the  most  e&c- 
tive  Watch  Committee  we  could  have, 
accustomed  as  it  is  to  investigate  ques- 
tions of  fitr  larger  importance  and 
financial  difficulty  than  are  those  con- 
nected with  the  Metr6politan  Police 
Force.  Not  only  that,  but  I  maintain 
that  there  is  quicker  responsibility  and 
sensitiveness  to  public  opinion  under  the 
present  conditions  of  control  of  the  police 
than  there  would  be  were  theycontroUed 
by  the  County  Council,  whose  debates 
do  not  attract  the  attention  nor  involve 
the  tremendous  political  consequemcec 
which  attach  to  debates  in  this  House 
on  acts  of  the  Executive.  We 
have    heard   to-day    of   the  discontent 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1581        Supply— €ivU 


{ JDNB  20,  1890}  Service  Estimatet.        1582 


-which  is  stfpposed  to'  reign  in  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Force.  I  have 
watched  the  government  of  that  Force 
for  four  years,  and  having  had  relalttons 
with  the  Superior  Staff,  -which  I  should 
always  have  been  glad  to  have,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  am  very  sceptical 
about  the  reports  of  general  and  -wide- 
spread dissatisfaotioii  in  the  London 
police.  There  is  not  the  smallest  doubt 
that  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
cooked  up  appearance  of  it  in  the  news- 
papers ;  the  number  of  the  meetings  has 
been  exaggerated,  and  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  there  have  not  been  reports  of 
meetings  -which  have  never  taken  place. 
Sir,  I  think  better  of  the  Metropolitan 
police  than  to  suppose  they  -would  engage 
in  anything  like  the  kind  of  agitation 
in  combination  iriVb  outsiders  in  -which 
they  have  been  represented  in  some 
prints  as  being  engaged.  I  feel  certain 
that,  when  reasonable  discussion  is 
allo-wed  of  their  claim  on  the  one  hand, 
and  of  the  efforts  which  are  being  made 
to  satisfy  them  on  the  other,  in  the  end 
-we  shall  arrive  at  a  just  and  satis&ctory 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  police, 
-with  d-ae  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
ratepayers  of  London.  I  -wish.  Sir,  that 
hon.  Members  hsid  been  inclined  to  let 
this  subject  alone.  They  come  here,  and 
with  a  light  heart  ask  us  to  grant  cer- 
tain demands  for  additional  pay  and 
allowances  for  the  police.  I  must  say  I 
feel  inclined  to  ask  them  "whether  they 
have  gone  into  the  question  at  all  of  the 
additional  burdens  on  the  ratepayers  f  I 
believe  were  we  to  serio-nsly  entertain 
the  demands  of  hon.  Members  the  cost 
would  involve  a  burden  Uptm  the  rate- 
payers, much  greater  than  the  bulk  of 
them  are  prepared  to  boar.  I  have  said 
what  I  have  -with  a  full  sonse  of  the 
value  of  the  services  of  the  police.  Let 
it  not  he  supposed  that  we  do  not  recog- 
nise the',  good  temper  -with  which  the 
police  'discharge  their  duties  in  all 
sorts  of  difficult  bircumstances  in 
all  hours,  and  in  circumstemces  of 
hardship  and  exposure.  At  the  same 
time,  Sir,  everjr  proposal  of  this  kind 
must  be  examined  not  under  the  ciroam- 
stances  of  political  and  electioneering 
pressure,  but  in  the  cool  atmosphere  of  a 
strict  examination  of  the  financial  con- 
sequences of  the  proposals  that  may  be 
made.      I  hope.  Sir,  E^ter  this  discussion 


the  Committee  may  possibly  be  disposed 
to  allow  us  to  take  this  Vote,  which,  I 
can  answer,  "will  not  be  taken  as  giving 
the  Government  any  encouiagemebt  or 
commission  to  deal  otherwise  tiban  fairly 
with  a  Force  which  has  immense  claims 
upon  tlie  gratitude  of  the  people,  and  as 
regards  which  I  do  not  believe  .the 
statenients  that  are  made  by  certain 
gentlemen  who  sit  in  certain  quarters  of 
this  House  and  represent  them  as  being 
out  of  harmony  -with  the  people  amongst 
whom  they  live. 

•(10.20.)  Mr.  SYDNET  BUXTON 
(Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar) :  Perhaps  1 
may,  as  a  Metropolitan  Member,-  be 
allowed  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply 
to  what  has  &Ilen  from  the  hon.  Gen-tle- 
man  the  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department.  He  says  we  have 
been  engaged  in  a  philosophical  disCQlt- 
sion,  but  whether  that  be  so  or  not,  one 
result  of  the  Debate  has  been  that  it  has 
brought  the  question  of  the  control  of' 
the  Metropolitan  Police,  by  the  London 
County  Council  more  than  ever  within 
the  range  of  practical  politics.  One- 
of  the  arguments  by  which  the  ca6e 
brought  forward  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  has 
been  met,  is  that  the  House  has  been 
engaged'  in  considering  an  ideal  and 
Utopian  system  of  a  municipal  control 
over  the  London  Police.  That  I  suppose 
means  that  the  municipal  control  of  the 
police,  which  answers  so  well  in  the  great 
pro-vincial  to-wns,  is  ideal;  and,  at  any 
rate,  if  it  be  ideal  there  the  idea  is  one 
which  might  well  be  extended  to  the 
Metropolis.  We  object  to  these  local  Metro- 
politan questions  occupying  the  time  and 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  great  Imperial  questions  with 
which  it  has  to  deal.  We  do  not  beliejve 
they  can  be  properly  discussed  and 
decided  in  this  House,  and  we  think 
that  they  ought  to  be  handed  over  to  the 
representatives  of  the  ratepayers  in  the 
County  Council  by  whom  they  will 
receive  proper  consideration.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department  has  said  that  80 
Members  of  this  House  who  represent 
Metropolitan  constituencies  are  resident 
in  the  Metropolis,  have  so  strong  an 
interest  in  its  affairs,  and  may  be  relied 
upon  by  the  rate])ayers  for  the  efficien<ry 
with  which  they  will  guard  the  interests 
3  L  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1583        Supply— Civil 


{COMMONS) 


Service  Estimates.        1584 


of  the  constitnencieH  in  this  matter ;  but 
I  would  point  out  that  by  far  the  greater 
portion    of  the   Metropolitan    Members 
oocapyseatsonthe  othersideof  the  House, 
and  that  with  bnt  one  exception  none  of 
those  60  or  70  Conservative  gentlemen 
have  spoken  on  this  question  this  even- 
ing, although   it  is  one  affecting    the 
discipline  and  the  whole  position  of  the 
Metropolitan   Police.     I    cannot    blame 
hon.  Members  opposite  for  not  having 
taken  part  in  the  Debate  this  evening  as 
the  time  has  only,  with  great  diflGculty, 
been    wrested    from  other    matters  of 
importance,  and  no  one  desires  that  the 
discussion  should  be  continued  at  any 
g^at   length.      Still   it  is  unfortunate 
that    we    should    be    confined    to    one 
solitary  evening  in    the  entire  Session 
for     the     discussion      of     the     whole 
question     of    the    Metropolitan    police, 
and  this  fitct  is  in  itself  proof  sufficient 
that    these    questions    do   not    receive 
that    consideration     from     the     repre- 
sentatives   of     the     London    constitu- 
encies   which    they    ought  to  receive. 
These    are      matters     which    do    not 
affect  the   House  of  Commons  as  much 
as  they  affect  the  ratepayers ;  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the   Home  Secre- 
tctfy  is  great^  hampered  and  controlled 
by  Acts  of  Parliament  in  dealing  with 
them.    At  the  same  time,  the  ratepayers, 
who  have  to  pay  by  far  the  larger  por- 
tion of  the  cost  of  the  police,  have  no 
■direct   voice    in    the  decision  of   these 
questions.      I  will  not,  at  this  hour,  go 
into  the  general  question.      I  will  only 
say  that  I  think  the   real  gravamen  of 
the  charge  we   make  against  the  Home 
Secretary  is  not  so  much  that  he  exer- 
cised  the  final  control — ^for  we  are  all 
agreed  that  he  ought  to  exercise  full  con- 
trol over  the  Chief  Commissioner  so  long 
as  he  is  responsible  for  the  Metropolitan 
Police  in    this    House — as    that    these 
difficulties    which    have    arisen    ought 
never  to  have     been    allowed    to    get 
to  such   a   head.       We  say    that    the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  shown  now,  as 
in  former  times,  when  we  have  had  to 
discuss    questions    connected    with   his 
office  in  this  House,  that  he  is  out  of 
touch  with  the  police  and  those  having 
authority  in  that  Force ;  and  that  he  is 
unable    sufficiently  to  control  it,  as  is 
proved  by  the  discontent  which  prevails 
among  the  men.     The  Under  Secretary 
Mr.  Sydney  Btixton  { 


for  the  Home  Department  denies  that 
there  is  discontent  in  the  force.  Nobody 
believes  or  wishes  that  that  discontent 
should  come  to  a  serious  crisis ;  but  that 
there  is  a  laige  amount  of  discontent 
I  think  fewj  in  this  House  will  deny. 
That  discontent  has,  we  say,  arisen  from 
the  strained  relations  between  the  Home 
Office  and  the  Police ;  and  we  cannot 
but  attribute  the  fact  to  the  action  of  the 
Home  Secretary  himself.  We,  on  this 
side,  are  all  agreed  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  have  handled  the 
force  with  greater  discretion  and  abiUfy, 
and  our  experience  of  the  way  in  whidi 
'these  questions  have  been  handled  in  the 
past  has  shown  us  that  he  is  altogether 
out  of  touch  with  the  Force  generally. 
This  has  brought  us  more  and  more  to 
the  belief  that  the  only  way  in  which 
the  most  important  and  vital  questions 
relating  to  the  Metropolitan  Police  can 
be  properly  discussed  and  decided  is  by 
placing  that  Force  under  the  control  of 
the  Representative  Council  for  London. 

(10.27.)  Me.  PICTON:  The  Com- 
mittee was  strongly  disposed  to  pass  this 
vote  at  once  when  the  Under  Secretaty 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  rose 
to  make  his  speech ;  but  the  hun.  Gen- 
leman  has  contrived  to  say  several 
things  which  necessitate  an  answer,  and 
BO,  therefore,  to  some  extent,  has  pro- 
longed this  Debate.  I  do  not  think  tiiat 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  justified  in  the 
attack  he  made  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gtentieman  the  Member  for  Derby,  in 
his  absence,  and  I  must  object  to  the 
sneering  remark  that  since  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  left  the  House  the 
discnssion  had  taken  a  more  proper  and 
natural  tone.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  only  doing  his  duty  in  bringing 
forward  his  case  against  the  action  (^ 
the  Home  Department.  From  his  ex- 
perience of  the  Department,  and  tiie 
high  position  he  holds  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench,  he  was  bound  to  bring 
before  the  Committee  the  profound  un- 
easiness which  exists  in  the  public 
mind,  and  which  has  been  occasioned  by 
the  friction  which  has  subsisted  between 
the  Home  Office  and  Scotland  Yard,  and, 
in  fact,  between  the  Home  Office  and 
the  Police  Force  generally.  I  am,  how- 
ever, bound  to  say  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  made  a 
very  able  and  temperate  and  also  a  very 
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saccessfnl  defence ;  bat  this  does  not, 
in    the  least  degree,  condemn  the   right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for   Derby 
for  haying  brought    forward  the  case 
he  has  advanced.     If  we  hare  a  case  to 
bring  forward  but  are  never  to  raise  it 
in  this  Honse  tinless  we  are  infallibly 
certain  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  said 
on  the  other  side,  there  will  practically 
be  an  end  to  all  Debate.     It  is  for  ns  to 
state  our  case  and  hear  what  the  other 
side  has  to  say.     If  what  is  said  on  the 
other  side  is  sound  and  satisfactory,  we 
acknowledge  it,  but   we   are    not   to   be 
blamed  for  stating   onr  case   as  we  re- 
ceive it  from  the  regular  sources  of  in- 
formation.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Home  Secretary  went,   I   think,  a 
little  out  of  his  way  in  casting  scorn 
upon  the  idea  of  our  committing  the 
Metropolitan  Police  to  the   care  of  the 
County  Conncil.     He  made  use  of  this 
singular  observation — that  this  House  is 
the   best  "Watch   Committee."      What 
does  he  mean  by   calling  this  House   a 
Watch  Committee  1     I  suppose  he  knows 
what  is   usually  meant   by  the  Watch 
Committee    of  a  Town  Council  t     The 
Watch    Committee    is    not  the   whole 
■  Council.      It  is  a  small  body  selected 
from  among  the  members  of  tike  Council 
because  of  their  special  knowledge  of  the 
duties  of  the   Municipal  Police.     They 
are  personally  acquainted  with  the  Force 
and  they  know  the  needs  of  the  different 
districts  in   their   towns   and   boroughs, 
and  generally  are  well  qualified  to  carry 
out  the  functions  devolving  npon  them. 
The  idea  of  comparing  this  House,  com- 
posed   of   Representatives    of  constitu- 
encies from  John  o'Groats  to  Land's  End, 
as  well  as  from  across  the  Irish  Sea,  with 
an    ordinary    Watch  Committee    of  a 
Town    Council  is    the   very  height  of 
absurdity.     Beyond  this,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  passed  a  slight  upon  what  he 
termed  "  the  small  political  consequence 
of  the  London  County  Coucil."  What  we 
say  is,  that  it  is  precisely  because  of  its 
non-political  character  that  the  London 
County  Council  is  the  body   best  fitted 
for  the  duty  of  undertaking  the  control 
and    management  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police.     But  then  the   right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  this  House  was  more  sensi- 
tive to  pnblic  opinion.     I  suppose  he  was 
thinking    of    the  vote    of    last   night. 
The  London  County  Council  is  in  direct 


and  intimate  touch  with  all  parts  of  the 
Metropolis.     Remarks  have  been  made 
about  the  kindness  and  attention  of  the 
police,  but  there  is  something  to  be  said 
on  the  otiier  side.     The  men  are  good, 
but  the  system  is  thoroughly  bad.     In  a 
force  of  15,000  men,  all  cannot  be  perfect, 
and  the  system  is  likely  at  times  to  bring 
out  the  worst  side  of  the  character  of  the 
most    arbitrary   and   passionate    among 
them.    The  system  leads  them  to  believe 
that  they  are  in  many  respects  antago- 
nistic to  the  democratic  movements  of  the 
time.  They  are  taught  it  is  their  business, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  put  down  all  open- 
air  meetings.     They  think  they  are  the 
opponents  of  extreme  Radical  opinions  or 
Socialism,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  their 
action  at  times,  whei)  there  are  great 
assemblies    of  the   people,   is  likely  to 
irritate    rather    than     conciliate.     The 
recent  meeting  in  Hyde   Park  affords 
one  illustration    out    of    many  of  the 
irritating  manner  in  which  the  police 
are  often  made  to  act.     I  say  "  made  to 
act,"  because  I  am  quite  sure  that,  under 
an     ordinary    Municipal     Government, 
their  own  nature  would  lead  them  to  do 
nothing  of  the  kind.  Those  who  attended 
the  Hyde  Park  meeting  could  see  that 
the  police  were  made  to  interrupt  it  and 
to  minimise  the  public  demonstration  of 
opinion   as   far  as  possible.     It   is   con- 
tinually my  misfortune  to  have  to  walk 
home  through  the  streets  very  late   at 
night,   and  I  cannot   help  noticing  the 
action  of  the  police.  I  have  repeatedly  seen- 
police  constables  neisdlessly  interfere  with- 
the  harmless  jolHty  of  people  who,  per- 
haps, had  had  a  little  too  much  to  drink, 
but  who  were  good  humoured  enough  if 
they  were  only  let  alone.     I  remember 
two  police  constables  at  the  comer  of 
Tottenham    Court    Road,    seeing  three 
young  men  coming  along  Oxford  Street 
singing,     and     seizing     them    1^    the 
shoulders,  and  pushing  them  across  the 
street  until   they    nearly   fell   on    their 
faces.     Cases   are   continually  reported 
in  the  newspapers  of  men  being  run   in 
at   police   stations  without  any  special' 
reason  whatever.      Several   cases   have 
occurred  in  which  Police   Magistraigs--^'' 
have  said  they  could  not  decide  on  wKich 
side  the   blame  lay,  but  they  6m>ngly 
suspected  the  action  of  the  police.     I  do 
not  say  that  these  cases  cast  doubt  on^ 
the  general  character  erf  the  police,  but 
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they  illtistrate  my  contention  that  the 
tendency  of  the  system  is  rather  to 
aggravate  the  worst  featores  of  the 
wor^t  disposed  men  among  them.  The 
police  ought  to  be  a  terror  to-  evildoers, 
bat  not  to  ordinary  citizens  in  the 
exercise  of  their  ordinary  rights.  The 
polioj  onght  to  be  recognised  everywhere 
as  the  friends  of  the  people  in  all  their 
legitimate  enterprises.  The  present 
state  of  things  has  given  rise  to  con- 
siderable friction  and  irritation  between : 
the  police  and  the  people  of  London,  and 
I  do  not  believe  this  will  ever  be  cured 
until  the  police  are  put  under  the 
management  of  the  London  Ck>unty 
Council. 

•(10.36.)  Mb.  GAINSFORD  BRUCE 
(Pinsbury,  Holborn)  :  I  should  not  have 
risen  to  address  the  House  but  for  the 
challenge  of  the  hon.  Member  opposite. 
We  are  told  that  we  have  not  attempted 
to  answer  the  case  that  has  been  made 
against  the  Gktvernment.  We  on  this 
side  of  the  House  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
making  unnecessary .  speeches,  and  we 
thought  it  was  useless  to  answer 
remarks  which,  so  far  as  they  required 
an  answer,  have  already  been  answered 
by  some  of  the  hon,  Members  sitting 
opposite.  I  agree  ■  with  what  has 
been  already  said,  that  the  frequent  and 
acrimonious  discussion  of  mattera  of  this 
kind  does  not  tend  to  the  pubb'c 
advantage,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  no 
facts  have  been  brought  forward  to 
justify  the  charges  which  have  been 
made. 

•Mb.  C.  graham  :  Does  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  deny  that  there  is 
dissatisfaction  existing  among  the  police  ? 

*Me.  G.  BRUCE  :  Yes,  I  do  deny  it. 
I  venture  to  think  I  know  as  much 
about  the  police  than  Gentlemen  opposite. 
I  have  been  in  constant  communication 
with  them  of  late,  and  I  deny  absolutely 
that  there  is  any  dissatisfaction 
amounting  to  disloyalty  among  them. 
It  is  true  that,  attempts  have 
been  made  to  stir  up  dissatisfaction 
among  the  police,  but  those  attempts 
have  &iled.  It  is  said  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  '  that  the  people 
of  London  want  thfi  control  of  the  police 
made  over  to  the  London  County 
Council.  The  people  of  London  want 
noijhing  of  the  kind.  The  people  of 
London  think  %  the  .  London  C6unty 
Mr.  PieUm 


Council,  as  at  present  constituted,  a 
most  extravagant  and  inefiScient  body, 
utterly  unable  to  confine  its  attention  to 
its  own  business,  and  vainly  meddling 
with  the  business  of  everybody  else. 

(10.40.)  Mb.  NORRIS  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Limehouse)  :  I  came  to  the  House 
prepared  to  blame  the  Home  Secretary, 
but,  after  Listening  to  the  Debate,  I  think 
my  right  hon.  Friend  deserves  to  be 
praised  and  supported.  I  am  not 
satisfied  that  there  is  sufficient  discipline 
among  the  higher  ranks  at  Scotland 
Yard.  In  these  matters  there  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  dual  control ;  and  if  there 
has  been  any  want  of  discipline, 
from  Mr.  Monro  downwards,  it  is 
right  that  the  Home  Secretary 
should  have  put  down  his  foot 
firmly.  We  are  anxious  that  the 
superannuation  allowances  of  the  police 
should  be  ample,  and  even  generous; 
but  I  think  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  have  been  the  first  to  complain  of 
the  Home  Secret:uy  if  he  had  attempted 
to  induce  the  House  to  accede  to  the 
suggestions  of  Mr.  Monro.  This  is  an 
occasion  when,  with  every  sympathy 
for  the  police,  we  must  put  confidence 
in  the  Home  Secretary,  and  that  confi- 
dence I  hope  hon.  Members  will  show 
by  their  votes. 

(10.44.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  think 
I  am  entitled  to  an  answer  to  the  two 
or  three  words  I  used  earlier  in  the 
Debate. 

(10.45.)  Me.  MATTHEWS  :  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  wished  to  know 
whether  Jarvis  was  paid  out  of  the  sn» 
allotted  for  special  duties.  He  has  nqt 
been  paid  one  penny  out  of  that  fund, 
nor  has  the  sum  of  £1,000,  or  any  sam 
whatever,  been  paid  to  Mr.  Monro. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  answered  me  in  one  way 
and  not  in  another.  I  asked  how  it  was 
that  this  man  Jarvis  was  enabled  to  pay 
this  visit  to  Colorado,  and  how  it  wa& 
that  a  certain  jonmal  in  this  country  ha4 
a  man  placed  at  its  disposition,  when  it 
was  pretended  that  he  was  on  his 
holiday.  When  this  man  got  to  New 
York  he  was  detached  from  that  place 
by  the  Consul  there  and  sent  Ut 
Cialorado.  It  is  all  very  well  tp  say 
that  this  man  gets  nothing  under  th» 
Tote,  but  we  aire  entitled  to  oon^ilain  of 
the  system  whereby  officers  can  be  eai' 
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ployed  in  this  manner.    Wtiat  was  the 
man  doing  in  America  1    Can  it  be  pre- 
tended that  an  ordinary  policeman  conld 
take  a  holiday  in  ^f  ew  York— a  man  who 
haa  only  a  salary  of  some  .25s.  a  week  ? 
If  this  Vote  is  the   only  Vote  in  the 
Estimates  for  this  purpose,  it  is  singular 
that  the  expenses  of  police   officers  in 
oooalt    and    extraordinary    duties   can 
be     screened,     and    that    the     House 
can  have  no  check  upon  ^em.     It  is  an 
audoubted  fact  that  this  man   went  to 
America  in  the  service  of  the  Timet,  and 
yet    it    seems  there  is    no    means    of 
checking  the  amount    of    money  paid. 
If  it  was  necessary  to '  send  this    man 
away  would  his  expenses  be  paid  out  of 
the  Secret  Service  Fund  and  not  out  of 
this  Vote  ?    This  is  an  attempt  to  blind 
Parliament.     We  have  two  grounds  of 
complaint  in  the  fact  that  Jarvis  was 
detached  in  the  service   of  the  Times, 
and  that  Mr.  Monro  x»mpelled  this  un- 
fortunate man  by  a  threat  of  dismissal 
to  bring  the  libel  action  against  the  hou. 
Member    for  Northampton.     Now  that 
Mr.    Monro    has    gone,  I   suppose   that 
Jarvis  will  drop  this  action,  because  I 
do    not    imagine    that    this  gentleman 
from  the  Crimea  will  be  very  much  in- 
terested in  the  dignity  of  Mr.  Monro,  or 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  truth  of  his 
letter  to    the   Times.     Jairis  will  now 
have  some  peace.     Hitherto  his  life  has 
been  made  miserable.     He  had  to  back 
up  Mr.  Monro  and  the  Home  Secretary, 
and  was  compelled  to  make  a  statement 
to    the    efEect    that    he  was  never   in 
America  at  all,  or  at  all  events,  only  in 
New  York  for  a  short  time — these  words 
having  been  put  into  the  mouth  of  the 
Home    Secretary    by     Mr.    Monro.     I 
wonder  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Home  Secretary  has  the  same 
idea  of  the  truth  of  Mr.  Monro  that  he 
had,    or  whether  he  will  receive   that 
statement  with  some  discount  now  that 
Mr.  Monro  has  been  compelled  to  resign. 
The  Home  Secretary  made  his  statement 
to    the    House,    I .  presume,-    on     the 
authority  of  Mr.  M<mro;    bnt    did  he 
attempt  to  probe  the  ststtement  to  the 
bottom  ?  L  would  suggest  that  he  should 
get  this  new  General  whom  he  is  placing 
in  chaiige  of  the  Police  Force  to  ask  this 
question  -  of  Jarvis  whether,  as  a  matter 
at-  iMB,^  he    did  make 'this 'journey  to 
Del  Nostel'  Mr.^  Mouto  now  is  is  tttthet^ 


lo^r  water,  bnt  he  has  a  following 
amongst  a  certain  section  of  the  police 
and  the  public,  and  I  would  point  out 
to  the  Home .  Secretary  that  it  would 
furthei-  discredit  hhn  to  get  his  successor 
in  office  to  question  Jarvis  and  find 
out  whether,  as  a  matter  of  &ct,  he 
went  further  West  than  Mr.  Monro 
informed  the  Home  Secretaiy.  In  this 
way  the  Tight  hon.  Gentleman  can  go  a 
long  way  in  the  direction  of  discre- 
diting the  general  way  in  which  Mr. 
Monro  discharged  his  ordinary  duties.' 
Will  the  Home  Secretary  say  distinctly 
whether  Jarvis  went  to  America  on 
Scotland  Yard  business  or  for  a  holiday} 
The  CHAIRMAN  rose  to  put  the 
question. 

(10.S5.J  Mb.  T.  M.  HBALY:  If  I 
receive  no  reply  to  my  question,  I  shall 
move,  Sir,  that  you  report  Prepress. 

(10.55.)  Me.  MATTHEWS:  I  have 
over  and  over  again  stated  to  the  House 
that  Jarvis  did  not  go  to  Del  Norte, 
Colorado.  What  is  the  use  of  asking  me 
what  ftknd  be  was  paid  from  I 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Did  hegotoNeW 
York?  •       •        ■ 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  He  *te  not  paid 
out  of  this  fund,  and  he  did  not  go  by 
Colorado.  I  have  given  the  hon.  Mem<f 
ber  the  best  information  I  can.  I  do  not 
know  why  Jarvis  went  to  '  New  York. 
I  should  think  he  went  on  pnblic  busi- 
ness. The  suggesticai  that  he  went  on 
his  holidays  is  a  pure  joke.  It  is  as 
incorrect  a  statement  sfi  the  rest  of  his' 
version  of  this  affair. 

(10.57.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HBALY:  The 
right  hon.  GJentleman  has  affected  a  very 
fine  anger,  but  I  can  assure  him  that,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  completely 
indiSerebt  to  it.  This  is  a  matter  which 
has  been  raised  several  ttmeti  before  the 
House  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton and  the  Irish  Menibers.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  suggests  that  I 
was  joking  when  I  asked  if  Jarvis  had 
gone  to  New  York  on  a  holiday.  I  was 
doing  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  state- 
ment was  put  forward  eithet  by  Jarvis  op 
his  official  superiors.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman gets  up  to  reply  to  me  in  a 
splendid  frenzy ;  but  let  me  teU  him  that 
if  he  wants'  to  gets  his  Vote  it  is  not 
by  frens^  that  he  will  get  H.  The  ri^t 
hon.  Gvntleman  says  he  does  not  know 
what.'Jarviw  w<»it  to  NeW  York;  for;  bv* 
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the  right  hon.  Qentleman  ought  to  knQw. 
fie  was  three  times  questioned  about  it 
hy  Metropolitan  and  other  Members,  and 
he  ought  to  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
inform  himself,  fie  knew  the  Police 
Vote  was  coming  on,  and  ought  to 
have  known  that  this  question  would 
arise.  It  will  be  raised  again  and 
again  until  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man finds  out  where  Jarvis  went  to. 
The  matter  in  relation  to  Jarvis's  visit  to 
Colorado  was  not  made  clear  until  after 
the  Debate  upon  the  Special  Commission 
Report.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  not  suppose  that  the  matter  is 
going  to  be  hushed  up.  If  we  cannot 
raise  it  on  this  Vote,  we  shall  raise  it  on 
other  Votes.  There  ia  one  great  dis- 
tinguishing feature  which  we  possess,  and 
that  is  that  when  we  start  a  question  we 
thrash  it  out.  I  ask  a  specific  question. 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  put  to 
Mr.  Monro's  successor  the  question 
addressed  to  himself  as  to  the  visit  of 
Jarvis  to  Colorado  P 

Mb.  LABOUCfiEBB  :  I  really  think 
I  must  deprecate  this  discussion.  Jtvrvis 
has  brought  an  action,  and  the  matter  is 
before  a  Court  of  law.  Of  course,  I 
cannot  express  an  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  I  believe  I  am  in  no  waj  com- 
promising Jarvis  when  I  saj  I  under- 
stand that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Jarvis  was 
at  the  time  in  question  on  leave  in 
America.  At  any  rate,  if  a  man  brings 
an  action  he  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  thrashing  the  question  out  in  Court ; 
it  is  hardly  fair  to  Jarvis  to  prejudice 
the  case  by  discussing  it  here.  But 
there  is  a  little  matter  of  a  personal  nature 
in  regard  to  which,  perhaps,  the  fiome 
Secretary  will  give  me  some  informa- 
tion. It  is,  whether  Jarvis  is  bringing 
this  action  with  his  own  money,  or  using 
the  public's  money — my  money  as  a  tax- 
payer 1  I  do  not  want  to  press  hardly  on 
this  man.  I  dare  say  he  is  not  weU  off, 
and  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to 
tile  Government  giving  him  money. 
But  I  protest  against  Jarvis  being  put 
forward  in  this  case.  I  assume  that  I 
shall  get  a  verdict,  and  that  that  verdict 
will  carry  costs.  ["  Oh,  oh ! "]  Yes ;  it 
is  an  action  for  libel,  and  a  verdict 
would  carry  costs.  Well,  I  do  not  want 
the  Government  to  give  Jarvis  money 
with  which  to  bring  an  action  against 
me,  and  then  when  I  get  my  costs  to 
Jir.  I.  M.  Healy 


be  told  that  Jarvis  has  no  money.  It  is 
only  fair  that  if  the  Ctovemment  provide 
Jarvis  with  money  to  bring  the  action, 
theylshonld  pay  me  my  coeto. 

Mb.  MATTfiEWS :  The  answer  I  gave 
to  a  question  on  this  subject  before  was 
that  Jarvis  would  bring  the  action  at  his 
own  risk  and  cost.  Perhaps  the  hra. 
Member  for  Longford  will  accept  the 
reason  given  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  why  I  should  not  subject 
Jarvis  to  cross-examination.  I  have 
given  the  hon.  Member  all  the  infOTmn- 
tion  I  can. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  The  fact  that  an. 
action  has  been  brought  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  is  no  reason 
why  information  should  be  withheld  from 
us.  The  Irish  Members  are  entitled  to 
have  the  information  I  ask  for,  irrespec- 
tive of  any  action  against  a  newspaper 
proprietor.  In  my  opinion,  this  man 
was  sent  to  America  to  do  the  Timai' 
business ;  and  in  order  to  mark  my  sense 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  man  yna- 
sent  oat  I  beg  to  move  the  redaction  of 
the  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  '  That  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  £37,586,  be  granted 
for  the  said  Service,"— )i/r.  T.JUMealy,) 
— put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  tcv 

Besolntion  to  be  reported  apon  Monday 
next. 

Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Monday 
next. 

EDUCATION  CODE  (1890)  [GRAJIT]. 
Besolntion  [June  13th]  reported, 
*'  That  it  ia  expedient  to  anthorise  an  ad- 
ditional Special  Grant,  ont  of  monies  to  be 
provided  by  Parliament,  to  oertain  Elemental^ 
tJchoola,  in  pnrauanoe  of  any  Act  of  the  pramt 
Session  forroakinff  operative  certain  Articlesot 
the  Education  Code,  1890." 

(11.15.)  Mb.  PICTON  :  I  do  notseethe 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Council  in  his  place,  but  I  wish  to  urge 
upon  the  Government  the  point  I  raised 
in  Committee,  namely,  the  permanent 
stigma  that  is  being  cast  on  teaoheis  who 
have  not  passed  throogh  a  trainii^ 
college.  These  teachers  only  count  for 
50  scholars,  while  those  who  nave  passed 
through  a  training  college  count  for  60 
scholtffs.     I  have  shown  how  very  strong 
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is  the  feeling  amongst  teachers  of  this 
class.  I  have  shown  the  unreasonable- 
ness of  setting  np  an  arbitrary  test  of 
this  kind  in  place  of  a  practical  teA,  and 
I  think  the  point  might  be  further  con- 
sidered. The  only  answer  made  by  hon. 
Members  opposite  has  been  that  if  there 
is  a  deficiency  of  training  college  accommo- 
dation for  Nonconformists,  it  is  only  for 
Nonconformists  to  pat  their  hands  in 
their  pockets  and  bnild  additional  train- 
ing colleges.  That  somnds  very  plausible ; 
bnt  hon.  Members  forget  that  Noncon- 
formists have  to  pnt  their  hands  in  their 
pockets  for  a  vast  variety  of  objects 
which  are  already  provided  for  members 
of  the  Established  Chnroh  without  any 
cost  to  themselves.  Nonconformists 
have  to  bnild  all  their  own  places  of 
worship  and  keep  them  up  without  any 
endowment  provided  for  them  1^  the 
State ;  and  besides,  the  traiiting  colleges 
under  the  Church  of  England  re- 
ceive   

*Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  now  discussing  the  Code.  This  is 
only  a  formal  Besolution.  The  Education 
Code  is  down  on  the  Paper  later. 

Mb.  PICTON  :  I  understand  this  is  a 
Besolution  to  make  special  provision  for 
items  of  the  Code.  1  shall  object  to  this 
Report  being  received  by  the  House, 
unless  I  have  some  assurance  that  this 
matter  will  be  farther  considered.  I 
do  not  ask  for  a  promise  that  I  shall  get 
all  I  require ;  but  I  do  want  a  promise 
that  the  matter  will  be  re-considered. 
The  teachers  feel  themselves  aggrieved 
by  this  odions  distinction. 

•Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  quite  out  of  order.  He  will  be  able 
to  discuss  this  question  when  the  Code 
Bill  is  before  the  House.  This  is 
purely  a  financial  matter. 

Mr.  PICTON :  Then  my  only  resource 
is  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
Debate.  In  the  hope  that  I  may  get 
some  ezplanaticai  or  assurance  as  to  &e 
application  of  this  money,  I  beg  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  Debate. 

*Mb.  speaker  :  It  is  unreasonable  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  Debate  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  a  point  that 
can  only  be  discussed  on  the  Code  ffiU, 
and,  therefore,  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  not  persevere  with  his  Motion. 
Mb.  ILLmGWORTH  (Bradford,  E.) : 
I  think  we  are  entitled  to  know  from  the 


Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Council  what  are  the  particular  items  for 
which  this  grant  is  asked. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Habt  Dtkb,  Kent, 
Dartford)  :  This  is  purely  formal.  It  is 
really  to  enable  the  House,  later  on  in  . 
Committee,  to  provide  the  means  for  pro- 
posals in  the  .Code  Bill. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  May  I  submit  a 
question  of  order  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker? 
Let  us  take  the  case  of  the  Budget  Bill. 
That  Bill  goes  through  several  stages. 
On  the  Bu^et  Bill  the  difEerent  arrange- 
ments are  discussed,  with  Mr.  Courtney 
in  the  Chair.  I  presume  this  Resolution 
provides  the  ways  and  means  by  which 
the  Bill  can  be  worked.  That  being  so, 
I  would  respectfully  submit  that  on  this 
Besolution  it  is  in  order  to  discuss  the 

(11.22.) '  Sm  W.  HART  DYKE :  The 
necessity  for  the  Resolution  arises  in  thiS' 
way.  There  is  a  proposal  in  the  Code 
that  certain  grants  shall  be  given  fOr 
poor  schools  in  rural  districts,  and  this  is 
the  money  clause. 

Me.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  think  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Picton)  is  labouring 
under  a  misapprehension.  This  does  not 
touch  the  training  colleges  at  all. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  For  the  sake  of 
safeguiurding  the  rights  of  Members,  I 
beg  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  it 
would  not  be  in  order  to  discuss  the 
clause  of  the  Bill  to  which  this  Resolu- 
tion relates) 
•Me.  SPEAKER:  No  doubt  it  would 
be ;  but  my  observation  was  that  this- 
is  not  the  Resolution  on  which  the  whole 
Bill  is  founded,  but  only  a  Resolution 
with  regard  to  this  particular  clause. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

BARRACKS  (CONSOLIDATED)  FUND. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  anthoriB° 
Uie  charge  on,  and  issae  oat  of,  the  Consolidated 
Fond  of  any  defloiency  which  there  may  be  in 
the  moneys  provided  by  Parliament  for  the 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  any 
sams  borrowed  by  the  Treasnry,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  for 
baUding  and  enlarging  barracks  and  oampt  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  in  certain  colonies. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next. 
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INLAND  REVENUE  REGULATION  (RB. 
OOMJnTTEI))  BILL.— (No.  2110 
COHMnreE.         ; 

Bill  coiuiclered  in  Committee. 
(In  tlie  Committee.) 

Clftoees  1  to  10  agreed  to. 

Clause  11. 

(11.27.)  Mb.  PICEEBSaiLIi:  Ilwva 
to  more  an  AmeiidmMit  <m  this  olaqse; 
Xae  lat  sub-section  imposes  a  penalty  on 
anyone  who  obstrncta  a  Rerenub  Officer 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty.     To  that  I 
have  no  objection.     The  2nd  sub-section, 
however,  provides  that  if  on  the  hearing 
it  is  proved  that  a  defendant  has  nnlawi- 
fully  committed  an  assault,  he  may  be 
convicted  of  the  assault,    though,   the 
charge  contained  in  the  information  may 
have    broken     down.      I    object    very 
atroi^ly  to  that  provision,   because  it 
•ppears  to  me   to  violate  an  elementary 
principle  of  justice,  inasmuch  as  it  enacts 
tbat  a  man:  who  is    charged  with  one 
offence  may  be  found  guilty  of  another. 
I  object  mainly  in  the  interest  of  poor 
men  who  may  happen  to  be  defendants. 
The  case  of  the  rich  man,  who  oomes 
into  Goart  attended  and  protected  by  a 
olondof  counsel,  is  different.     It  appears 
to  ma  ihat  under  this  section  a  poor  man, 
knowing,  of  course,  ndthing  of  the  law, 
might  be  convicted  of  an  offence  to  which 
hia   attention  had    never    been    called 
during  the  hearing,  and  which  he  might 
have  means  of  disproving.     In  justice  to 
the  Government  I  ought,    perhaps,    to 
say  that  the  Bill    was  submitted  to  a 
Committee,  on   which  there  were  three 
very  eminent  lawyers  from  this  side  of 
the     House.     They    apparently      have 
allowed    this    curious  innovation  upon 
criminal  practice  to  pass  unchallenged. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  is  one  of  those 
to  whom  I  allude,  and  I  am  rather  sur- 
prised that  he  allowed  it  to  pass  without 
challenge.      It    appears     to    me    it    is 
still     more     likely    to      produce     in- 
jnstice   in    Ireland    ttian    in    England. 
Now,  in  the  first  place,  I  do  not  see  whj 
in  a  matter  of   criminal  procedure  ah 
<tftew  'of   tt  'Gtyvemment    Department 
should  be  treated  with  special  indulgede($ 


as  compared  with  a  private  person,  who^ 
&iling  to  secure  one  remedy,  has  to  eom- 
menoe  proceedings  de  novo.  I  do  not 
see  wRy  there  should  be  an  exo^ttion  for 
an  official  who  has  at  command  a  lavish 
supply  of  the  beet  professional  advice. 
If  an  assault  is  committed,  a  conviction 
con  be  obtained  under  the  1st  section  of 
the  clause,  for  it  would  by  its  nature  be 
an  ofaetrootion  if  the  officer  was  in 
execution  of  his  duiy.  Bnt  if  th«  officer 
was  not  in  the  execution  of  his  duty, 
why  should  he  be  specially  protected  t  I 
think  it  may  lead  to  insolenoe  and  ^Ksk- 
in-officeism  not  to  be  encouraged.  There 
are  precedents,  it  is  said ;  and  I  admit 
that  there  maybe  in  r^ard  to  indictable 
offences.  For  instance,  in  the  case  oi  a 
man  indicted  for  embesdement,  if  it 
torn  ont  that  the  act  does  not  in  law 
amount  to  embezzlement  but  is  really 
larceny,  then  the  defendcmt  can  be 
convicted  of  larceny.  Bnt  I  want  to 
point  out  this,  that,  in  the  case  of 
an  indictable  offence,  it  is  some  act  in 
connection  with  and  part  of  the  offence 
in  its  legal  aspect ;  but  under  this  section 
it  may  «pjAj  to  some  different  aot 
altogetiier  which  mq^ht  be  brought 
against  the  defendant,  and  he  might  be 
convicted  of  it.  The  words  of  the 
section  run — 

"  If  upon  the  hearing  of  the  information  it 
is  proved  that  sach  person  nnlawfolly  com- 
mitted an  aasaalt." 

Surely  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
will  agree  that  the  words  are  very  loose 
andslovenly.  When?  Upon  whom?  Under 
what  circumstances  f  In  what  relation  to 
the  offence  originally  charged  ?  Beally, 
under  these  words,  it  appet^  to  me, 
the  defendant  might  be  conyiot^  if 
he  committed  an  assault  npon  his  wife 
long  before.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man shakes  his  head,  and  I  put  an 
extreme  case,  bnt  only  to  show  how 
loose'and  slovenly  is  the  language  of  tiie 
section.  So  far  as  words  go,  it  would 
appear  tiiAt  if  it  could .  be  shown  a 
man  bad'  conunitted  an  assamlt  leog 
before  .  then,  under  the  weeds-  dl 
the  section,  he  might  be  convicted 
of  that  assault.  Tlira  th^reisiad^ool^ 
to.  wliich  I  invite  the  attention  of  tks 
S(>Uoitl(>r  '  General.  Summary  .  jarisdio- 
tion  m  rdspeet  to  oomknon  assNiltdBpeads 
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on  the  complaint  made  hj,  or  on.  behalf, 
of  the  person  aggrieTed,  and  dismissal  or 
conviction  is  a  bar  to  all  other  pro- 
ceedings for  a  similar  cause.  NdW,  I 
want  to  pat  a  question  to  the  hoR.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  Will  a  conviction 
for  a,  common  assault  under  this  section 
be  a  similar  bar,  or  will  it  not  ?  Which- 
ever answer  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentie- 
man  gives  will,  I  think,  be  nnsatisfactory. 
It  is  a  logical  dilemma.  If  the  SoUcitor 
General  replies  "  yes,"  then  the  person 
aggrieved  is  deprived  of  the  option 
seonred  to  him  by  the  general  law  of  a 
criminal  or  civil  remedy  ;  if  "no,"  then 
the  defendant  is  liable  to  be  twice  prose- 
cuted for  the  same  cause,  contrary  to  the 
.protection  extended  to  persons  under  the 
.general  law,  in  cases  of  common  assanlt. 
This  is  a  fair  illustration  of  the  inoon- 
renience  of  these  casual  incursions  upon 
well-established  principles  of  ciiminal 
justice.  I  understand  that,  before  the 
Gommittee,  it  was  urged  that  this  sub- 
seotion  should  be  introduced  in  the 
interest  of  the  defendant  himself,  and 
that  is  a  plausible  argument  I  desire  for  a 
moment  to  deal  with.  It  was  said 
acquittal  does  not  absolutely  discharge 
ifche  defendant ;  he  may  still  be  proceeded 
against  for  assanlt,  and  that,  under  the 
p«sent  law,  he  is  put  to  the  incon- 
venience of  having  to  appear  and  bring 
up  his  witnesses  on  a  subsequent  day. 
Well,  let  us  see  whether  that  argument 
advanced  in  the  supposed  interest  of  the 
defendant  will  hold  water.  I  venture  to 
think  it  will  not,  and  for  this  reason  :  At 
the  close  of  the  hearing  on  the  charge 
of  obstruction,  defendwit  is  there  in 
Court,  and  he  can  be  charged  instanter 
with  the  commission  of  assault ;  and  if 
he  does  not  object,  the  Court  then  and 
there  can  proceed  to  hear  and  determine. 
That,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
will  not  dispute,  is  Common  •  Law. 
No  doubt  there  are  conditions  under 
which  the  defendant  might  object,  but 
exhypothesi  the  defendant  will  be 
anxious  to  have  the  case  settled  then 
and  there.  I  am  rather  jealous  of  these 
innovations.  I  think  there  is  a  tendency 
at  the  present  day  in  the  direction  of 
laxity  in  legal  procedure,  a  reaction,  no 
doubt,  against  the  pedantic  formalism  of 
other  days ;  but  I  tiiink  a  little  too  much 
laxiiy  h^  shown  a  tendency  to  invade 
our    Departinent  of  Criminal  Law^  and 


against  the  danger  of  this  I  make  my 
protest.  I  have  had  some  conversatioS. 
with  the  Solicitor  General  on  this 
subject,  and  he,  in  the  most  courteous 
manner,  promised  to  explain  his  own 
view,  and  has  even  gone  so  far  as  to  say 
that,  if  I  am  not  satisfied  with  his  ex- 
planation, he  will  be  prepared  not  to 
press  this  alteration  in  our  Criminal  Law. 

Amendment  {Hoposed,  in  page  4,  line 
13,  to  leave  out  all  the  words  from  the 
WOTd  "  hearing  "  to  the  word  "  accord- 
ingly" inclusive  in  line  20. — (J/r. 
PuJeeragUl.') 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  thj^ 
clause." 

(11.40.)  Thb  SOLICITOR  GENERAL 
(Sir  B.  CuBKE,  Plymouth) :  It  is  of  so 
much  importance  that  this  most  nseful 
Bill,  which  has  been  so  carefully  con^ 
sidered,  should  be  allowed  promptly  to 
pctss  into  law,  that  I  did  say,  and  I  tab. 
quite  prepared  to  stand  by  it,  that  if  the 
hon.  Member  feels  it  necessary  to  mak^ 
a  resolute  opposition  to  this  clause,  I 
would  rather  yield  on  the  point  thab- 
lose  the  opportunity  of  passing  the  BilL 
I  said  I  hoped,  and  I  still  have  that 
hope,  to  be  able  to  satisfy  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  alteration  is  a  useful 
one,  and  in  the  interest  of  those  personA 
whom  the  hon.  Member  has  tkken  undAt 
his  protection — that  is  to  say,  persona 
cha]^ed  with  offences  of  this  kind  wlu>, 
for  the  most  part,  arc  poor  persons. 
Such  persons  could  now  be  charged  with 
the  oiience  of  molesting,  obstructing,  or 
hindering  an  o£Gcer  in  the  execution  6f 
his  dui^  ;  and  if  it  turned  out  that  the 
officer  was  not  strictly  in  the  execution 
of  his  dnty  at  the  time,  and  that  it  really 
waa  a  common  assault,  th(i  Magis-' 
trate  would  be  obliged  to  dismiss' 
the  charge  originally  brought,  and  then 
a  new  summons  would  be  taken  out  and 
the  defendant  would  get  no  costs.  The 
defendant  would  liave  to  answer  that 
summons,  the  same  facts  would  be' 
repeated  in  evidence,  and  he  could  be 
convicted  on  the  second  summons.  The 
only  effect  of  this  clause  is,  that  if  the 
facts  proved  befftre  the  Magistrate  show 
that  a  comtnon  assanlt  was  committed,' 
but  not  upon  a  man  in  the  execution  o£ 
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Lis  daty,  the  matter  could  be  dealt  with 
at  once  on  the  facts,  and  without  the 
necessity  of  a  second  summons  and  a 
second  hearing,  but  the  result  would  be 
the  same  as  if  there  had  been  both.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  suggested  that  it 
might  be  on  difEerent  facts,  but  that  can- 
not be.  If  the  hon.  Member  will  look  at 
the  words  of  the  section  he  will  find  that 
if  on  the  hearing  of  the  complaint  against 
any  person  it  is  proved  such  person 
knowingly  committed  an  assault,  he  is 
not  entitled  to  be,  and  will  not  be, 
acquitted  by  reason  of  the  failure  to  prove 
the  offence  in  the  first  instance.  The 
clause  indicates  that  the  Magistrate  must 
take  into  consideration  the  facts  given  in 
evidence  on  the  first  information,  and  he 
is  limited  to  this  consideration.  It  is  said 
thatpunishment  may  be  inflictedforassault 
upon  some  one  else,  but  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  examine  the  words,  he  will  see 
that  is  not  possible.  It  is  a  charge  of  ob* 
strncting  an  officer  in  the  execution  of 
his  duty,  but  if  it  be  proved  that  the  officer 
was  not  in  the  execution  of  his  duty, 
then  the  defendant  may  not  be  wholly 
acquitted  for  his  action,  but  is  liable  to  be 
convicted  for  common  assault.  The 
alteration  is  a  reasonable  and  practical 
one,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  can  injure 
anybody.  I  think  it  will  be  an  advantage 
so  to  amend  the  law,  but,  as  I  said  before 
so  I  say  now,  if  the  hon.  Member  desires 
to  press  the  matter,  I  think  the  remainder 
of  the  Bill  is  of  so  much  importance  that, 
rather  than  imperil  its  passage,  I  will 
yield  the  point  and  allow  the  Amendment 
to  be  carried. 

(11.45.)  Mfi.  BRADLAUGH  (North- 
ampton):  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  is  willing  to  abandon  the 
words,  I  need  not  take  up  time  with 
argument  in  support  of  the  Amendment. 
["Agreed."]  Do  I  understand  the  sub- 
section will  be  abaddoned  ? 

Sir  E.  CLARKE  signified  assent 
(1 1.45.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  Solici- 
tor Greneral  takes  a  very  moderate 
attitude.  Although  I  was  a  Member  of 
the  Committee  which  passed  the  Bill, 
and  recognise  that  it  is  extremely 
desirous  that  the  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ment should  be  armed  with  strong 
powers  in  the  execution  of  their  duty  in 
Sir  E.  Clarke 


the    prevention    of    smuggling,  I  am 
glad  the  hon.  and  learned  G«ntleman  cm 
see  his  way  to  accept  the  Amendment 
I  do  not  want  to  press  my  views,  bnt  I 
do  think  there  is  a  great  hardship  in  the 
manner   in  which  such  strong  powen 
are   given  the  Authorities  against  the 
ordinary    citizen,  while     if    the  \aiki 
brings  an  action  against  an  official,  the 
official  is    hedged    about    with    extn- 
ordinary  protection.      Observe  that  in 
case     of    conviction  of   o£Fence  against 
the  officer,  the  Magistrate  has  no  option 
but  to  inflict  a  fine  of  £100,  not  a  fine 
up  to  that  sum,  it  must  be  j£100.    While 
this  protection  is  g^ven  to  the  officer  of 
the  law,  if  an  officer  of  the  law  knocks 
down  anybody   in   precisely  the    same 
manner,     look  at   the  way  in    which 
the  officer  is  protected.     Under  Clanse 
28    the     complainant     must   bring  an 
action  within  three  months,  and  then  he 
must  give   notice  of  action,  which,  of 
course,  is  a  technical  thing,  and  then  on 
the  of^nce  contained  in  tiie  notice  the 
defendant    may    plead    not    guilty    \ij 
Statute  and  may  make  tender  of  amends. 
Now,  all  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  shonld 
be  equal,    and    no    man    should  have 
privilege    beyond    that  of  an  ordinaiy 
citizen    if   he  knocks  me  down,  wcA  I 
submit  these  distinctions  are  not  justifi- 
able.    According  to  the  Common  Law 
Procedure      Act    the     plea      of     not 
guilty      by    Statute      was     abolished. 
It  was  revived  by  Judge's  Rule  in  Ireland, 
but  it  is  a  monstrous  thing,  while  an 
official  is  hedged  about  with  so  much  pro- 
tection, that  an  aggrieved  person,  in  an 
unofficial  position,  shonld  find  so  mudi 
difficulty  in  obtaining  redress.     In  Com- 
mittee it  was  regarded  as  a  very  strong 
measure  indeed,  but  the  Government  in 
Committee  were  assisted  by  some  veiy 
able    gentlemen,   who  represented    the 
views  of  the  Department,  and  the  Com- 
mittee yielded  ;  but  I  must  say  I  think 
there    is    rather    a  tendency   to    ovei^ 
departmentalise  under  the  influence  of 
gentlemen    suffering    from    what    the 
Americans  call  "  swelled  head." 

Question  put,  and  n^^atived. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  12  to  27  agreed  to. 
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Clause  28. 

(11.52.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT:  I 
venture  to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
SoUoitor  General  whether,  in  these 
modem  days,  it  is  not  desirable  to  drop 
out  such  a  provision  as  this.  The  House 
and  the  Committee  haye  shown  them- 
selves willing  to  arm  the  Executive 
Authority  with  ample  powers  for  carry- 
ing out  their  important  duties,  and  this 
is  a  most  useful  consolidating  Bill ;  but  I 
appeal  to  the  Government  that  when  on 
the  one  hand  they  make  it  impossible  for 
the  Magistrate  to  mitigate  the  penalty 
on  the  subject,  the  subject  should  not, 
on  the  other  hand,  be  so  tightly  fettered 
in  bringing  an  action.  I  look  with  sus- 
fHcion  on  any  attempt  against  the 
Common  Law.  No  doubt,  executive 
officers  have  had  this  protection  for  many 
years,  but  have  they  not  had  it  long 
enough,  and  has  not  the  time  arrived 
when  such  protection  is  no  longer  neces- 
sary t  It  would  be  well,  when  the 
Department  is  getting  such  valuable 
concessions  as  this  Bill  affords,  that  the 
Department  should  show  that  they  do 
not  wish  to  insist  that  their  officers  should 
have  any  more  protection  than  other 
persons  can  claim  when  acting  with 
illegality.  I  will  not  make  any  Motion 
untU  I  hear  what  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  may  have  to  say,  but  I  am 
sure  if  a  spirit  of  concession  is  shown 
there  wUI  be  no  difficulty  about  the  Bill 
passing. 

(11.64.)  Sib  E.  CLARKE:  I  am 
sorry  I  cannot  consent'  to  the  omission  of 
the  clause,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  will  not  press  that  upon 
the  Committee.  He  is  aware  this  is  a 
Consolidation  Bill,. collecting  into  one  Bill 
provisions  scattered  over  several  Statutes 
in  a  manner  that  made  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law  somewhat  cnmbrons  and 
difficult.  The  penalties  and  the  pro- 
visions in  the  Bill  do  not  involve  any 
alteration  in  the  law  for  the  protection 
of  officers  in  canying  out  their  duties. 
I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will  not  press 
for  the  exclusion  of  the  clause  now.  I 
cannot  consent  to  that  in  this  Consolida- 
tion Bill.  If  an  amendment  of  the  law 
should  hereafter  be  thought  desirable, 
the  matter  could  be  very  readily  dealt 


with.     I  would  ask  the  hon.  Gentleouui 
to  let  the  Bill  go  through  now. 

(11.55.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway, 
N.)  :  I  am  sorry  I  do  not  see  my  way  to 
accept  that  suggestion.  I  suppose,  as 
the  Gk>vemment  is  in  possession  of  a 
large  majority,  we  must  bow  to  their 
decision ;  but  we  could  amend  the  clause 
considerably  if  the  Committee  would 
give  attention  to  it.  In  Sub-section  A 
I  will  move  the  omission  of  the  word 
"three,"  in  order  to  insert  "twelve." 
I  am  afraid  not  many  Members  opposite 
have  the  Bill  in  their  hands.  Sub- 
section A  declares  that  no  action  shall 
lie  unless  commenced  within  three 
months  after  the  cause  of  action,  and  in 
addition  to  that  there  must  be  a  month's 
notice  of  action,  which,  practically,  re- 
duces anyone  who  brings  an  action 
against  an  officer  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
to  a  period  of  two  months.  That  is  a 
very  short  time,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
only  reasonable  and  judicious  to  extend  the 
time  to  12  months.  The  Solicitor  General 
says  we  are  only  consolidating  the  law 
from  several  Acts  on  the  Statute  Book, 
but  I  remember  when  I  was  on  the 
Committee  which  dealt  with  the  Criminal 
Law  we  found  in  that  Committee  the 
usual  difficulty  that  the  Government 
have,  in  consolidation,  always  the  tempta- 
tion to  improve  the  law  at  the  same  tune, 
and  all  the  Departments  rush  in  and 
want  the  Act  made  more  severe.  It  is 
rarely  you  find  a  Government  with  suffi- 
cient good  sense  to  resolutely  confine  the 
Act  to  consolidation.  If  they  would  do 
that,  and  not  attempt  to  improve  the  law, 
they  might  do  much  in  eliminating  Acts 
from  the  Statute  Book  and  making  the 
law  more  clear.  But  they  try  to  improve 
upon  the  existing  Acts  and  make  the 
law  more  severe,  and  this  Bill  is  an 
instance.  This,  I  think,  affords  a  fair 
opportunify  to  provide  that  the  Inland 
Revenue  should  not  have  the  special 
protection  afforded  by  this  limitation  of 
time. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  10,  line 
32,  to  leave  out  the  word  "three," and 
insert  the  word  "twelve." — {Colonel 
Nokm.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'three '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 
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(11.58.)  Db.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.): 
I  beg  to  seoond  this  Amendment.  It  is 
ol?vious  that  a  man  may  receive  very 
serions  injaries  in  a  contest  with  an 
o£Eicer  of  the  law,  and  may  not  for  many 
months  discover  the  extent  of  them. 
Tiet,  practically,  the  officer  escapes 
liability  if  the  action  is  not  brought 
within  three  months.  I  think  the 
Solicitor  deneral  might  make  some  con- 
cession on  this  point,  and  take  advantag<e 
pf  a  Consolidation  Bill  to  make  an 
oppressive  law  less  oppressive.  As  the 
Amendment  is  in  that  direction,  I 
sapport  it;  and  I  hope  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  if  he  cannot  accept 
12  months,  will  agree  to  extend  the 
^ma  to  six  months. 

(12.59.)  Sib  E.  CLARKE:  I  hope 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  will 
jjepc^nise  that  we  are  acting  upon  the 
suggestion  he  himself  made,  and  in  a 
Consolidation  Bill  wish  to  consolidate 
and  not  alter  the  law.  This  clause  is  not 
ail  alteration  of  the  law,  it  is  a  repetition 
of  what  is  on  the  Statute  Book.  It  is 
ej^tremely  important  that  in  respect  to 
actions  brought  in  respect  to  alleged 
assaults  there  should  be  a  proper  limit, 
and  I  hope  in  a  simple  Consolidation  Bill 
tl^e  hon.  Member  wiU  allow  the  clause  to 
remain  as  it  stands. 

It  being  midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to  the 
House. 

,  Committee   report   Progress:    to    sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING   ACTS    AMEND- 
MENT    (SCOTLAND)     BILL. -(No.  239.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PHARMACY    ACT    (IRELAND)    (1876) 
AMENDMENT    BILL.— (No.  241.) 

'  Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
''  (In  the  Committee.) 

(I 

Clause  1. 
„  Me.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  wish 
to  explain  that  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
bar  for  Mid  Cork  has  withdrawn  his 
objection  to  this  Bill  on  the  understand- 
ing that  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Longford  will  move  his  Amendment  on 
the  Beport  stage. 


Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Of  course,  it  is 
understood  that  the '  Member  for  South 
Belfast  will  facilitaite  us  as  r^;ards  the 
Beport  stage. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) :  Cer- 
tainly. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

Db.  TANNER :  I  hope  it  is  perfectly 
understood  that  the  hon.  Member  fbr 
South  Belfast  will  give  every  possilile 
facility  to  enable  the  Medical  Profession 
in  Ireland  so  to  deal  with  this  Bill  as  to 
pass  it  in  the  form  in  which  it  will  meet 
their  necessities. 

Mb.  JOHNSTON:  I  have  great 
pleasure  in  giving  that  pledge. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  &): 
But  if  this  Bill  passes  through  Committee 
without  amendment  will  there  be  an 
opportunity  of  amending  it  on  Report  1 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  If  there  is  no 
Amendment  there  will  be  no  Report 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Clause  22  be  omitted." 

Agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Wednesday  next 

DEVOLUTION  OF  ESTATES  BILU— 

(No.  126.) 
Order  fbr  Second  Reading  read,  and 
disoharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

LAKD  REGISTRY. 
Copy  ordered — 

"  Of  Return  showinft  tke  nature  of  the  fee* 
amoonting  to  £3,828,.  received  by  the  Land 
Registry  Office  in  the  year  ending  on  the  31it 
day  of  March  laat,  and  diBtingn'ishing  the 
amount  received  in  respect  of  the  regiatratioa 
of  titles."— (Jfr.  Jaek$»it.) 

Copy  presented  aocordingly ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  24a] 

House  adjourned  at  ten  mianie* 

after  Twelve  o'clock  tin 

Monday  neit 
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HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Monday,  iSrd  Jtme,  1890. 


HIS  AOTAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF 
CLARENCE  AND  AVONDALE. 
The  LORDCHAMBERLAINreported, 
That  the  Lords  -with  White  Staves  had 
(according  to  order)  laid  before  Her 
Majesty  their  Lordships'  Besolntiou  of 
Taesday  last,  relating  to  the  place  and 
precedence  of  His  Boyal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Clarence  and  Avondale  in  this 
Honse;  and  that  Her  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  saj  She  would  give  directions 
for  a  chair  or  seat  to  be  prepared  for 
His  said  Boyal  Highness  on  the  left 
hand  of  the  Cloth  of  Estate. 

His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert 
Victor  Christian  Edward  of  Wales, 
haying  been  created  Earl  of  Athlone 
and  Duke  of  Clarence  and  Avondale, 
was  introdnced  between  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  of  Wales  and  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Dake  of  Edinburgh,  the 
Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  the 
Garter  King  of  Arms,  the  Earl  Marshal, 
and  the  Lord  Great  Chamberlain  attend' 
ing,  and  was  placed  in  a  chair  on  the  left 
hand  of  the  Throne. 

KLECTRIC   LIOHTTNO   ACTS    AMEND- 
MENT (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Read  1';  to  be  printed;  and  to  be 
read  2»  to-morrow.— (2%«  Lord  Balfour.') 
(No.  )22.) 

THE  ATTENDANCE  OF  PEERS. 
•Lord  BIBBLE3DALE,  in  rising  to 
call  attention  to  the  attendance  of  Peers 
in  the  Honse  of  Lords,  said  :  My  Lords, 
I  have  noticed  lately  in  all  the  speeches 
I  have  read  the  extreme  popularity  of 
what  I  believe  is  called  the  historical 
argument.  I  feel  that  in  this  proposal 
which  I  am  about  to  bring  before  your 
Lordships'  House  I  am  in  some  danger 
of  falfilling  in  my  own  person  an  his- 
torical illustration.  In  the  year  1789 
VOL  CCCXLV.    [third  sebies.] 


an  indirectly  celebrated  character,  a 
certain  Dr.  Joseph  GuiUotin,  devised 
the  use  of  .that  instrument  of  death  which 
was  at  once  called  by  his  name,  and  in 
1792  Dr.  GKiillotin  lumself  was  within 
tm  ace  of  putting  into  motion  in  his  own 
person  the  machinery  he  had  devised. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  am  afraid  that  I  might 
myself  be  the  first  person  to  come  under 
the  operation  of  the  proposal  which  I  am 
going  to  develop  to  your  Lordships,  but 
there  is  this  difference  between  Dr. 
Guillotin  and  myself,  that  whereas  Dr. 
Guillotin  was,  more  or  less,  the  victim  of 
the  vexatious  circumstances  which  sur- 
rounded him,  I,  under  this  proposal  of 
mine,  keep  my  &te  actually  in  my  own 
hands.  I  think  it  would  be  very  desir- 
able at  once  to  divest  the  Notice  which  I 
have  put  upon  the  Paper  of  vagueness, 
and  to  explain  the  naked  principle  of  the 
idea  which  underlies  that  Notice.  Mr. 
John  Bright  advised  somebody  who 
asked  him  to  suggest  a  good  rule  for 
making  a  forcible  speech,  to  confine  him- 
self to  one  idea,  and  I  propose  to  confine 
myself,  as  far  as  possible,  to  one  idea  this ' 
evening.  To  put  it  into  the  very  plainest 
English,  I  am  going  to  ask  your  Lord- 
ships to  consider  whether  it  might  not, 
for  many  rensons,  some  of  which  I  shall 
endeavour  to  give,  be  advisable  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  making  a  Vote 
in  a  Division  in  this  House  during  any 
Session  depend  upon  a  certain  number  of 
attendances  during  the  Session  immedi- 
ately preceding  it.  To  put  it  still  more 
clearly,  I  will  take  the  case  of  Lord  A 
(whom  we  will  consider  a  purely  ima- 
ginary personage)  and  a  few  hypothetical 
dates.  Lord  A,  we  will  say,  has  not 
attended  a  certain  number  of  time? 
represented  by  X  in  1891.  He  would 
appear  in  a  list  in  1892,  which  could  be 
prepared  by  some  impartial  authority 
from  an  available  source,  for  I  believe 
our  attendances  are  already  recorded  on 
the  Journals  of  your  Lordships'  House, 
as  having  lost  his  right  to  vote  during 
1892;  but  Lord  A  during  1892  could 
redeem  his  right  by  his  attendances 
during  that  Session  to  vote  again  in  the 
Session  of  1893.  That,  my  Lords,  is  the 
principle  of  the  proposal.  Of  course, 
the  smoothness  of  working  of  a  principle 
of  that  kind  depends  upon  a  great 
many  details,  and  the  consideration 
of  details,  I  think,  depends  upon  a 
stage  of  deliberation,  which  in  this  case 
3  M 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1607 


27ie.AUend<mce 


{LORDS} 


of  Peers. 


1608 


I  am  conscioQB  may  never  be  reached, 
bat  which  I  should  like  very  much  to 
see  reached.  If  Lord  A  happened  to  be 
an  ex-Minister  of  Foreign  Affaire,  or  an 
ex  or  present  Master  of  BnckhonndB,  the 
fulfilment  of  those  duties  might  be  con- 
sidered grounds  of  exemption ;  and  I 
think  if  Lord  A  was  Chairman  of  Quarter 
Sessions  or  Board  of  duardians,  and 
did  a  great  deal  of  useful  work  for  his 
oounty,  that  might  be  again  a  reason 
for  exemption,  or  if  he  were  trayelling 
in  the  colonies,  or  was  away  from 
ill-health,  those  also  would  be  reasons 
for  exempting  him ,:  but  exemptions  of 
that  kind  do  not  at  all,  I.  think,  affect 
the  general  principle  which  I  put  before 
your  Lordships  this  evening.  I .  may, 
perhaps,  say  here  that  I  would  not,  of 
course,  expect  from  any  of  your  Lord- 
ships an  expression  of  anything  like 
approval  of  the  proposal  this  evening. 
People  like  sometimes  to  have  time  to 
make  up  their  minds  upon  any  subject, 
while  other  people  dissent  quickly — 
generally  speaking  they  approve  more 
slowly.  Therefore,  all  I  propose  to  do 
this  evening  is  to  make  good  my  case  as 
far  as  I  am  able ;  and  if  I  receive  any- 
thing like  a  measure  of  encouragement, 
say  within  10  days  or  a  fortnight's  time, 
I  would  bring  up  a  Motion  and  carry  it 
to  a  Division  for  the  appointment .  of  a 
Committee  to  consider  how  far  the  pro- 
posal is  reasonable  and  useful,  and  to 
report  to  the  House  upon  it.  I  may 
remind  your  Lordships  that  this  course 
was  followed  in  1868,  when  the  question 
whether  proxies  should  be  continued  or 
discontinued  was  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  this  House,  the  delibera- 
tions of  that  Committee  resulting  in  a 
Standing  Order  doing  away  with 
proxies  which  has  never  been  repealed, 
and  is  still  in  force.  I  am  very  clear 
myself  that,  assuming  any  need  of 
reform  in  your  Lordships'  House,  that 
reform  should  begin  within  the  House 
itself.  I  do  not  think  any  reform  which 
necessitates  an  Act  of  Parliament  is  a 
reform  which  can  be  wisely  considered. 
I  think  if  we  could  devise  any  reform 
which  would  make  the  House  more  use- 
ful, and  which  could  be  carried  out  in 
the  form  of  a  Standing  Order,  such 
reform  should  be  carefully  and  wisely  con- 
sidered. Upon  that  point  I  should  like  to 
quote  a  very  eminent  authority,  Sir 
Edward  Coke,  who  says  : — 
Lord  Bibblesdale 


"  Whatever  matter  arises  conoorniag  either 
House  of  Parliament,  ought  to  be  discussed  tad 
adjudged  in  the  House  to  which  it  relates,  and 
not  elsewhere." 

Well,  my  Lords,  I  think  there  may  be 
two  cardinal  objections  to  this  proposal, 
which  I  shall  try  to  anticipate.  Those 
objections  will  probably  come  ■  from  two 
sets  of  people,  representing  difFeient 
opinions.  Objections  may  come  from  a 
section  of  your  Lordships  who  may  say— 
"  We  grant  there  may  be  some  value  in 
your  proposal,  but  we  dispute  altogether 
the  possibility  for  this  being  done  W  a 
Standing  Order  or  Resolution."  Tiai, 
is  the  first  objection  which  I  anticipate. 
The  second  may  come  from  those  of  yonr 
Lordships  who  ■  will  say — "  We  quite 
admit  that  you  can  do  this  by  a  Standing 
Order,  but  we  think  what  you  are  pro- 
posing is  only  a  quack  remedy."  Ifl 
can  answer  the  first  of  those  objectiooa 
which  I  am  anticipating,  I  think  I  shall 
establish  the  "  possibleness "  of  my 
proposal. .  If,  on  the  other  hand,  I  can 
answer  the  second,  I  think  I  shall,  have 
established  its  usefulness  and  reasonable- 
ness. If  I  can  answer  both,  whatever 
may  be  the  measure  of  your  Lordships' 
approval,  I  shall  -  have  justified  myself, 
perhaps,  in  the  view  of  the  House  for 
bringing  this  proposal  before  it.  For  I 
can  assure  your  Lordships  that  I  feel 
very  strongly  that  to  bring  forward  a 
measure  of  this  sort  in  your  House  in 
at  all  a  frivolotis  spirit  would  be  a  most 
extraordinary  proceeding.  Now, .  my 
Lords,  I  approach  the  first  part  of  this 
subject,  which  I  will  call  the  Constitn- 
tional  difiBculty,  with  considerable  diffi- 
dence. The  ability  to  deal  with  a 
question  of  that  kind  depends  so  much 
upon  absolute  clearness,  and  that  again 
depends  so  much  upon  habit,  that  people 
who  have  not  that  cloamess  and  h^t 
must  feel  considerable  diflSdence.  On  a 
celebrated  occasion.  Lord  Lyndhurst  in 
this  House  recited,  I  believe  from 
memory,  every  black-letter  authority,  on 
a  very  important  proposal  which  was 
brought  before  the  House.  It  was  an  ex- 
traordinary effort  of  memory,  rendered 
necessary,  1  believe,  by  the  fact  that  his 
eyes  would  not  permit  him  to  read  his 
notes.  It  appears,  however,  that  on  that 
occasion  Lord  Lyndhurst  got  his  way 
not  by  the  weight  of  his  black-letter 
authorities,  but  by  the  weight  of  his  own 
personal  anthoitty  and  the  vivid  impres- 
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sion  which  he  created  in  the  Honse.  I 
can  hope  for  no  succour  either  from  per- 
sonal authority  or  from  vivid  impression; 
but  perhaps  I  may  advance  this  plea  that 
I  at  once  reassure  your  Lordships  I  shall 
quote  no  black-letter  authorities  upon 
the  subject.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  will 
^  proceed  to  handle  the  Constitutional 
difficulty  which  might  be  raised  in  this 
matter,  that  is  that  my  proposal  cannot 
be  carried  out  by  a  Standing  Order. 
Assuming  an  unanimous  approval — 
which  cannot  obviously  be  assumed  in 
regard  to  a  measure  of  this  sort — I 
believe  that  such  a  prpposal  as  this  could 
be  carried  out  without  any  Standing 
Order.  I  believe  it  could  be  carried  out 
by  what  is  called  a  Constitutional  under- 
standing. Of  course,  your  Lordships 
are  aware  that  as  Peers  we  all  have  the 
undoubted  and  absolute  right  to  sit  upon 
your  Lordships'  Court  of  Appeal ;  bnt  by 
a  Constitutional  understanding  it  is  an 
Understood  thing  that  no  lay  Lord  does 
sit  upon  that  Court  of  Appeal,  and  that 
the  lay  Lords  have  entirely  given  over 
the  exercise  of  their  judicial  functions  to 
the  Law  Lords.  Well,  I  think,  on  that 
analogy,  the  same  thing  could  be  done 
here.  I  believe  that  this  proposal  conld 
he  carried  out  by  a  Constitutional  under- 
standing. But,  my  Lords,  I  think  it 
would  be  far  better  done  by  a  Standing 
Order,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of 
proxies  by  the  Standing  Order  to  which 
I  have  just  alluded.  I  have  explained 
what  was  done  then :  and  as  that 
Standing  Order  can  be  vacated  by  giving 
two  ■  days'  notice,  although  you  might 
pass  a  Standing  Order  on  the  lines  I  have 
snggfested  you  would  not  be  committing 
yourselves  to  any  absolutely  irremediable 
error.  There  would  be  no  great 
machinery  neceasary  to  set  it  in 
motion,  and  upon  notice  you  could  vacate 
that  Standing  Order.  Of  course,  a 
Standing  Order,  as  long  as  it  is  in  force, 
is  absolutely  binding  upon  the  Members 
of  either  House  of  Parliament,  which- 
ever House  passes  it,  and  either  House 
of  Parliament  has  absolute  control  over 
its  Members  with  a  view  to  making  them 
obey  that  Standing  Order.  It  has  been 
suggested  to  me  that  such  a  Standing 
Order  might  bring  us  into  an  embarras- 
sing law-suit,  and  that  some  stiff-necked 
Peer  might  dispute  the  authority  of  the 
Order  and  bring  a  law-suit  against  the 
officers  of  the  House.      It  is  quite  true, 


of  course,  that  a  Peer  might  force  him- 
self past  the  Clerk,  and  having  got  rid 
of  the  Clerk,  score  out  his  own .  name 
with  a  chalk  pencil ;  but  I  think  that 
would  be  such  a  solitary  instance,  and 
the  Peer  who  would  adopt  that  courage- 
ous mode  of  making  the  correction  he 
desired  would  be  such  an  isolated 
individual,  that  that  is  not  a  contingency 
which  we  need  keep  very  much  before 
ns.  But  I  think  Mr.  Justice  Stephen, 
in  summing  up  in  the  case  of  "Bradlaugh 
V.  Cosset,"  decided  that  where  there  is 
no  legal  remedy  there  is  no  legal  wrong, 
and  although  a  Peer  might  feel  himself 
very  much  aggrieved  by  such  Standing 
Oi^er  he  could  not  get  any  remedy  for 
it  as  he  could  against  an  infraction  of 
the  law.  My  Lords,  I  hope  that  will 
serve  to  show  that  as  &jr  as  the  Consti- 
tutional difficulty  goes  it  can  be  met  by 
a  Standing  Order.  Now  I  come  to  the 
second  objection,  which  I  anticipate — 
that  it  may  be  urged  against  me  that 
what  I  have  to  propose  is  only  a  quack 
remedy.  I  dissent  from  that  altogether. 
I  think  that  the  affirmation  of  any  such 
proposal  and  putting  it  into  force  would 
ba  a  distinct  advance  in  the  Constitu- 
tional morality  of  your  Lordships'  House. 
In  that  we  are  accountable  to  no  con- 
stituents we  incur,  I  think,  very  much 
graver  responsibilities,  and  tlt^t  we  should 
on  that  account  devise  every  possible 
safeguard  against  in  any  way  over- 
doing or  abuse  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  entrusted  to  us.  But,  my 
Lords,  it  may  be  said  that  this'  plea 
is  altogether  too  theoretic,  and'  that  I 
ought  to  find  some  plea  which  is  not 
so  abstract  or  theoretic.  I  believe  that 
the  Honse  would  become  more  useful 
if  in  this  way  it  became  more  seemly, 
and  that  increased  usefulness  would 
be  the  result  of  increased  seemliness. 
A  very  keen  critic,  Mr.  Bagebot,  whose 
work  on  the  subject  Professor  Dicey  still 
considers  incomparable,  speaks  on  this 
point  so  very  much  better  than  I  can 
speak  myself,  that  perhaps  your  Jjord- 
ships  will  allow  me  to  read  his  own 
words.  Mr.  Bagehot,  in  his  work  on  the 
English  Constitution  in  the  chapter  on 
the  House  of  Lords,  says — 

"  As  far  as  politics  go  there  is  profound  truth 
in  Lord  Chesterfield's  axiom,  that  the  world 
must  judge  of  you  by  what  you  seem,  not  by 
what  yon  are.  The  world  "  (says  Mr.  Bagehot) 
"  knows  what  you  seems,  it  does  not  know 
what  you  are.  An  assembly,  a  reviainir 
3  M  2 
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assemUy  e6peciaU7,  which  does  not  assemble, 
which  loolu  ai  if  it  does  not  care  how  it 
rsTises,  is  defective  ia  a  main  political  ingre- 
dient. It  may  he  of  use,  hat  it  will  hardly 
oon-vinoe  mannnd  that  it  is  so." 

And  in  another  place  Mr.  Bagehot  says — 

"  Some  day  or  other  the  slack  attendance  in 
the  Hoose  of  Lords  will  destroy  the  House  of 
Lords." 

M7  Lords,  iustances  could  be  multiplied 
of  the  usefulness  and  the  self-help 
which  may  be  begotten  by  appearances, 
and  I  think  if  the  House  should  affirm 
a  principle  of  this  kind  your  Lord- 
ships would  find  more  business  to  do, 
and  I  believe  we  should  be  altogether 
in  a  better  position  as  a  part  of  the  body 
politic  to  bring  about — 1  believe  it  would 
require  an  Act  of  Parliament — a  state 
of  things  which  would  lead  to  Bills 
being  carried  on  from  one  Session  to 
another,  tuid  to  make  arrangements  for 
a  better  and  fairer  distribution  of  busi- 
ness. I  hope,  my  Lords,  you  may 
see  the  temporal  discretion  of  getting  as 
much  as  we  possibly  can  into  touch  with 
the  times  we  live  in,  and  of  adapting  our 
own  ideas  to  the  altered  condition  of 
political  society.  We  live  in  days  of 
legislation — as  we  recently  heard  in 
your  Lordships'  House — in  days  which 
many  psople  consider  days  of  over- 
legislation.  That  means  that  occasions 
may  arise  much  more  freqnentiy  or 
rapidly  than  they  have  hitherto  done 
where  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  will 
differ — not  come  into  actual  collision, 
because  I  think  the  fears  of  actual 
collision  between  the  two  Houses  are 
much  exaggerated,  and  that  those 
occasions  are  much  more  rare  than  people 
who  go  about  agitating  would  have  their 
audiences  believe ;  but  differences  of 
opinion  must  arise,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  well  if  we  could  do  away  with  the  old 
reproach  that  the  decisions  of  the  House 
of  Commons  are  reversed  or  are  liable  to 
be  reversed  and  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
Peers,  who  at  no  other  time  give  any 
sign  of  political  life  or  political  responsi- 
bility. We  shall  thus  get  rid  of  an  old 
reproach,  and  by  getting  rid  of  it  give  an 
answer  to  the  only  arguable  objection 
to  the  House  of  Lords.  My  Lords,  what 
we  should  remember  now,  is  that  we 
are  the  revising  assembly  of  a  democracy, 
we  are  the  revising  assembly  of  a  House 
of  Commons  which  is  every  day  becoming 
Lord  Sibhlesdale 


more  important,  because  it  is  becoming 
more  representative.  I  think,  my  Lords, 
in  justice  to  your  opinions,  if  they  are 
open  to  the  objection  that  those  opinions 
are  carried  by  a  majority  which  at  so 
other  time  shows  any  sign  of  political 
responsibility  or  politioil  life,  that 
objection  should  be  removed.  That  I  ' 
hold  is  an  objection  which,  although  it 
may  not  be  &tal,  goes  a  long  way  to 
obscure  and  outweigh  the  justice  and 
value  of  the  opinions  which  your  Lord- 
ships arrive  at.  Well,  my  Lords,  so  mudi 
for  the  question  of  quack  remedy.  There 
is  one  more  advantage  which  I  claim  tat 
my  proposal,  which  is  that  it  provides  a 
convenient  and  automatic  channel  for 
disposing  of  that  more  or  less  historical 
personage  the  "black  sheep."  It  also 
provides  a  similar  convenient  and  auto- 
matic channel  for  some  Peers  who  do  not 
care  about  attending  to  politics.  They 
would  be  freed  from,  in  some  respects,  a 
false  position.  After  all,  it  is  not  an 
absolute  certainty  that  because  a  Peer 
has  succeeded  to  a  seat  in  the  Hooae  of 
Lords,  he  has  succeeded  to  an  inclination 
for  politics,  and  it  may  reasonably  he 
supposed  that  he  finds  other  directions  for 
the  exercise  of  his  talents  or  inclinationB 
which  are  more  congenial  to  him.  Those 
Peers  will  disappear  without  any  beat  of 
drum,  and,  as  far  as  the  black  sheep  are 
concerned,  without  any  invidious  finger 
of  scorn  being  pointed  at  them.  That  is 
all  I  have  to  say  upon  that  point.  My 
Lords,  I  am  well  aware  that  this  House 
rests  upon  ancient  deference,  custom,  and 
tradition.  As  a  lover  of  the  House^  I 
should  be  the  very  last  person  to  wish  to 
say  anything  which  would  in  any  way 
impair  that  ancient  tradition  or  that 
ancient  deference,  but  I  have  yet  to 
learn  that  either  an  institution  or  an 
individual  impairs  the  respect  which 
is  due  to  him  by  converting  his 
rights  into  responsibilities  or  by  giving, 
as  it  were,  hostages  to  his  privileges.  I 
thank  you,  my  Lords,  for  having  listened 
so  kindly  to  what  I  had  to  say.  I  hope 
your  Lordships  will  give  the  proposal  I 
have  tried  to  outline  to  you,  your  full 
consideration,  and  I  hope  you  will  be 
advised  in  this  matter,  not  by  me,  but 
by  a  very  wise  man  who  said  that  "  In 
the  long  run  the  retention  of  a  froward 
custom  was  more  likely  to  lead  to  diflfi- 
cultles  than  positive  innovations. 
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•Thb  lord  president  of  thb 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Cbanbbook):  My 
Lords,  in  the  absence  of  mj  noble  Friend, 
Tsdio  has  been  unexpectedly  called  away, 
I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  intrude 
myseU  upon  the  House  upon  this 
ocx»sion.  I  have  no  wish,  as  I  am  sure 
your  Lordships  will  understand,  to  treat 
ihat  which  has  been  brought  forward  so 
feelingly  and  seriously  in  any  other  way 
Chan  seriously,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
do  not  think  it  satisfactory  that  we 
should  be  called  upon  to  discuss  that 
which  is  not  before  us  in  any  material 
shape  or  in  a  shape  in  which  we  can 
form  a  deliberate  opinion  as  to  its 
working.  The  proposal  thrown  out  is 
simply  that  there  should  be  in  this 
House  a  species  of  self -selection — a  plan 
by  which  people  who  selected  themselves 
in  one  Session  should  be  the  acting 
people  in  the  next.  Though  it  is,  doubt- 
less, most  desirable  to  my  mind  tha|;  we 
'  should  hare  meritorious  persons  taking 
their  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  it  seems  hardly  the 
best'  way  for  securing  this  object  that 
Peers  should  be  allowed  to  select  them- 
selves. Mere  attendance  in  this  House 
does  not  give  one  any  special  idea  of  the 
qualifications  of  those  who  may  so  attend. 
Nor  is  it  possible,  I  think,  to  carry  into 
effect  the  proposal  of  my  noble  Friend, 
which,  as  I  understand  it,  is  that  if  a 
Peer  had  not  attended  a  certain  number 
at  times,  say  in  the  last  Session  of  1889, 
he  would  have  been  disqualified,  and  is 
to  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  vote  in 
the  present  Session  of  1890;  but  though 
he  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  vote,  tiie 
House,  apparently,  is  still  t«  have  the 
advantage  of  his  eloquence.  The 
great  objection  to  the  proposal  is 
that  it  involves  an  interference  with 
the  summons  which  the  Queen  sends 
to  those  who  sit  in  this  House. 
A  Peer  has  received  the  Queen's  sum- 
mons to  come  here  and  perform  that 
duty  which  it  has  been  so  emphatically 
announced  to-dayis  incumbent  upon  him, 
of  advising  upon  tho  dangers  and  con- 
ditions of  the  State.  I  should  like  to 
know  whether,  when  he  is  cut  off  from 
his  Vote,  he  is  to  be  cut  off  from  speech, 
and  whether  we  are  to  lose  the  benefit 
of  that  wisdom  which  he  may  possess 
though  be  may  not  have  been  in  atten- 
dance during  the  preceding  Session.  His 
right  of  speech,  1  understand  from  the 


noble  Lord,  would  remain  to  him,  but  he 
would  be  really  considered  as  in  fact 
qualifying  himself  in  the  course  of  the 
Session  going  on  for  voting  in  the 
Session  to  come  afterwards.  Therefore, 
I  suppose  he  would  be  coming  here  and 
you  would  not  put  a  prohibition  upon 
the  use  of  his  tongue,  though  you  might 
the  use  of  his  Vote.  But  it  certainly 
would,  as  far  as  I  understand  it,  be  an 
interference  with  the  Queen's  summons 
to  the  Peers,  calling  upon  them  to  advise 
in  this  House  upon  me  afhirs  of  the 
State.  My  noble  Friend  seems  to  be 
under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the 
attendances  in  this  House.  No  doubt, 
except  on  one  or  two  occasions  this 
Session,  there  has  not  been  a  large 
attendance ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
everybody  who  is  a  Peer,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  150,  including  several 
Members  who  are  filling  high  offices 
abroad,  have  attended — that  is  to  say, 
there  has  been  an  attendance  at  different 
periods  during  the  Session  of  more  than 
400  Members  of  your  Lordships' 
House.  What,  theo,  would  be  the 
case  if  this  Resolution  of  my  noble 
Friend  were  carried  t  Why  should  we 
wish  that  all  Peers  should  be  in  atten- 
dance here  when  there  is  no  business  t 
I  see  from  the  Journals  there  was,  for 
instsnce,  one  occasion  when  the  atten- 
dance fell  very  low,  but  if  you  look  at 
what  the  business  was  that  was  put  down 
for  that  night  you  will  see  at  once  that 
it  would  be  absurd  to  ask  the  attendance 
of  a  great  number  of  your  Lordships  for 
the  purpose  of  disposing  of  business  when 
no  business  was  on  the  Paper  to  be  done. 
With  regard  to  the  right  of  sitting  in 
your  lordships'  Court  of  Appeal, 
there  is  no  doubt  in  your  Lord^ps' 
hands,  if  you  wish  to  exercise  it, 
the  power  of  sitting  upon  the  legal 
questions  which  come  before  the  House, 
and  if  you  were  present  and  attended 
to  all  the  evidence  tuid  arguments 
brought  forward  you  would  have  a  right 
to  vote.  But  as  a  matter  of  practice  that 
right  has  been  given  up  long  ago.  A 
change  has  been  made  in  recent  years 
by  which  it  is  required  that  there  shall 
be  a  quorum  of  Law  Lords.  By  the  Act 
which  was  passed  in  that  matter  the 
House  resumed  its  power  which  at  one 
time  was  threatened  to  be  taken  away. 
My  noble  Friend  seems  to  think  that 
this  proposal  would    be  a  remedy  for 
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sometliing  which  I  cannot  make  out  to 
exist.  What  is  it  that  is  to  justify  the 
disqualification  here?  Is  it  the  slack 
attendance  that  my  noble  Friend  com- 
plains of  1  There  has  been  always  present 
a  number  of  Members  amply  sufficient 
to  do  the  business  before  the  House  this 
Session,  and  if  my  noble  Friend  had 
attended  upon  the  Committees  he  would 
have  seen  that  there  has  been  not  only 
a  large  attendance  upon  those  Com- 
mittees,  but  that  there  was  a  degree  of 
care  and  anxious  watching  over  the 
different  measures  brought  forward 
which  would  show  that  this  House  was 
exercising  that  power  of  revising  legisla- 
tion which  he  seems  to  think  so  especially 
belongs  to  it.  The  noble  Lord  rather 
takes  away  from  us  any  desire  to  execute 
him  with  his  own  guillotine,  to  follow 
his  own  analogy,  but  I  cannot  help 
observing  that,  from  a  Beturu  which  I 
have  had  put  into  my  hands,  my  noble 
Friend  has  only  attended  eight  times 
out  of  the  57  occasions  on  which  the 
House  has  sat  this  Session,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  very,  advantageous  thing 
that  this  House  should  be  governed  by 
theory  instead  of  by  practice.  The  noble 
Lord  has  not  afforided  us  the  advantage 
of  the  practice  of  his  theory,  either  in 
the  House  or  on  the  Committees  of  the 
House,  for  I  have  received  the  terrible 
information  that  in  his  great  desire  that 
this  House  should  exercise  its  revising 
powers  upon  the  matters  which  come 
before  it  he  has  not  himself  exercised  bis 
revising  powers  once  during  the  last  four 
years.  My  Lords,  I  value  theories  very 
much,  but,  at  the  sametime,I  do  not  think 
that  those  of  us  who  have  been  in  constant 
attendance  in  the  House  should  be  taught 
by  those  who  have  not  attended,  or  that 
we  should  be  corrected  by  those  who 
would  themselves  seem  to  deserve  the 
correction  which  they  would  apply  to  us. 
I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  in  saying 
that  any  reform  of  the  House  should  come 
from  within.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
very  advisable  that  we  should  be  brought 
into  strong  collision  with  those  who 
would  wish  to  reform  us  from  without. 
But  I  think  I  may  say  this,  that  the 
House  has  been  endeavouring  to,  even  if 
it  has  not  succeeded,  bring  about  a 
state  of  things  by  which  the  legislation 
passing  through  the  House  should  be 
carefully  examined.  I  know  that  some 
-of  your  Lordships  differ  as  to  the  value 
Viscount  Cranbrook 


of  those  Committees  which  sit  weekly 
for  several  honrs  on  each  occasion 
for  the  purpose  of  carefully  examin- 
ing the  legislation  which  comes  before 
them,  but  I  feel  certain  that  if  those 
Committees  did  not  exist  the  Honse 
would  in  full  assembly  make  it  its  duJy 
to  go  carefully  through  those  measures 
which  might  be  brought  before  the 
House.  There  are  always  in  the  House, 
we  may  feel  sure,  those  who  would  take 
care  that  that  was  done.  1  may  menti<m 
one  noble  Lord  who  sits  opposite,  Lwd 
Herschell,  whom  I  do  not  see  there  at 
the  present  moment,  who  would  take 
care  that  that  duty  was  performed.  I 
am  sure  there  is  no  one  in  this  Honse 
who  is  not  convinced  that  any  l^islation 
which  might  be  brought  before  the 
House  would  receive  attention  and  care 
from  the  noble  Lord,  and  that,  if  neces- 
sary, your  Lordships  would  have  aa 
opportunity  of  carefully  revising  it. 
My  Lords,  I  have  had  a  very  short  ex-  ♦ 
perience  of  this  House,  and  I  should  not 
have  thought  of  addressing  you  upon 
this  occasion  had  it  not  been  for  the 
sudden  absence  of  my  noble  Friend; 
but  I  would  venture  to  express  the  hope 
that  your  Lordships  will  not  go  into  i^ 
theoretical  experiments  which  aie, 
I  believe,  quite  contrary  to  the 
terms  upon  which  your  Lordships 
sit  in  this  House.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  advisable  in  any  way  to 
deter  Peers  from  coming  to  this  House. 
Supposing  yon  were  to  inform  indirectly 
in  that  way  all  those  who  had  not 
attended  last  Session,  by  way  of  in- 
viting  them  to  attend  more  regularly, 
that  they  should  not  have  speech  or 
vote — or  if  speech  no  vote — during 
next  Session,  of  course  they  would  not 
come.  No  man  would  come  to  the 
House  if  he  were  bound  by  such  a 
Standing  Order  as  that.  In  my  opinion 
such  a  Standing  Order  would  be  wholly 
illegal  It  would  be  contrary  to  the 
terms  on  which  your  Lordships  are  sum- 
moned to  this  House.  You  are  bound 
to  give  your  advice  and  votes  while  yon 
are  here,  and  if  you  desire  to  do  any- 
thing of  this  kind  it  must  be  done  % 
legislation  and  not  by  a  Standing  Order. 
It  would  be  a  most  unreasonable  thing 
that  any  Member  of  this  House, 
who  has  been  absent  a  good  deal 
during  one  Session,  should  have  to 
explain  to  your    Lordships  the  reason 
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whj  he  was  absent,  the  mission  upon 
which  he  was  engaged,  and  whether  or 
not  the  reasons  which  he  might  be  able 
to  give  were  sufiScient  to  bring  him 
within  the  exemptions  mentioned  by  the 
noble  Lord.  That  is  not  the  way  in 
which  I  think  yonr  Lordships  can  arrive 
at  a -wise  conclusion  upon  this  subject. 
There  are  those  who  think  that  great 
reforms  are  needed  in  this  House.  I 
<x>nfe8S  I  am  not  one  of  them  ;'but  much 
may  be  done,  and  one  way  in  which 
the  value  of  your  Lordships'  House  may 
be  maintained  will  be  by  a  steady 
perseverance  in  the  work  in  which  we 
are  now  engaged— that  is,'  in  looking 
most  (Sarefully  into  those  legislative 
measures  which  are  committed  to  your 
<saxe. 

•Eabl  GRANVILLE:  My  Lords,  lam 

sometimes  accused  of  not.  being  so  ex- 
treme a  reformer  of  the  House  of  Lords 
as  I  ought  to  be,  but  I  think  the 
noble  Lord  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  has  been  a  little  too  hard  in 
<lealing  with  my  noble  Friend.  I 
think  that  everyone  who  heard  him 
must  have  been  struck  not  only  with 
the  substance  of  his  speech  but  with 
the  extreme  moderation  of  his  tone  in 
bringing  the  matter  before  your  Lord- 
ships' attention.  I  think  it  is  part  of 
the  merit  of  the  noble  Lord  that  he  did 
not  directly  propose  the  change  to  which 
the  noble  Viscount  objects,  but  he  merely 
stated  that  his  wish  was  to  ascertain 
how  &r  it  would  be  in  accordance  with 
the  feelings  of  the  House,  not  td  adopt 
this  particular  measure,  but  to  go  so  far 
as  to  appoint  a  Committee  by  which  the 
matter  might  be  considered  in  all  its 
bearings.  Now,  I  agree  with  a  great 
deal  that  the  noble  Viscount  has  said.  I 
agree  that  there  is  practically  a  better 
attendance  iu  this  House  than  there  is 
popularly  supposed  to  be  ;  and  I  entirely 
agree  with  what,  perhaps,  is  noc  so  well 
known  to  the  public  as  it  ought  to 
be,  the  immense  advantage  which  has 
already  accrued  to  the  legislation  passed 
from  this  House  by  the  work  done  by 
the  very  numerous  body  of  Peers  in  the 
Standing  Committoes  lately  appointed. 
But  the  noble  Viscount  seems  to  think 
there  is  no  grievance  at  all.  I  think  a 
grievance  is  felt.  Whether  you  can 
remedy  that  grievance  inthiswayorin  any 
other  way  I  do  nut  at  present  undertake 


to  state ;  but  I  do  most  distinctly  state 
that  it  is  thought  a  very  objectionable 
thing  by  the  public  with  regard  to  the 
proceedings  of  this  House,  that  whereas 
ournormtdnumbers  are  few  and  generally 
composed  of  pretty  nearly  the  same  class 
of  Peers,  perhaps,  once  or  twice  during 
the  Session,  when  there  is  a  measure  of 
very  great  importance  to  be  considered, 
Peers  who  have  not  shown  the  slightest 
aptitude,  or  the  slightest  liking  for  any 
political  subject  come  down  to  the  House, 
and,  by  merely  giving  their  votes,  convey 
very  often  a  very  erroneous  view  of  the 
opinions  of  the  House  of  Lords.  I 
entirely  agree  with  both  the  noble 
speakers  that  any  reform  had  better 
come  from  within,  but  I  disagree  with 
the  noble  Viscount  that  for  such  a  reform 
as  this  a  Bill  would  be  required.  I 
think  there  are  great  objections  to  a  Bill, 
not  fatal  objections  at  all,  but  I  think  it 
would  be  unwise  of  the  House  of  Lords 
to  volunteer  to  lay  themselves,  as  it  were, 
on  the  dissecting  table  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  excepting  on  the  ground 
that  a  very  large  and  important 
measure  justified  it.  And  besides 
that,  such  a  Bill,  if  it  were  possible, 
should  come  backed  up  by  the  full 
authority  of  its  being  a  Government 
measure,  brought  in  by  a  Government 
who  naturally  command  a  majority  in 
the  other  House.  Bat  I  do  not  think 
this  matter,  which  is  one  entirely  con- 
cerning our  own  procedure,  is  one  which 
requires  a  Bill.  If,  indeed,  it  affected 
any  right  of  the  Crown,  or  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  would  be  a  very 
different  thing,  and  there,  I  think,  the 
necessity  for  a  Bill  would  arise,  but  with 
regard  to  a  mere  question  of  procedure, 
I  am  quite  sure  you  have  the  power  of 
dealing  with  it  yourselves  if  you  think 
it  is  advisable  so  to  do.  Certainly,  after 
the  very  decided  opinion  that  the  noble 
Viscount  has  given  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Gk>vemment,  I  can  hardly, 
unless  some  unexpected  support  come  to 
my  noble  Friend  from  other  quarters, 
suppose  that  he  will  wish  to  insist  upon 
the  matter  l^eing  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee, hut  I  should  be  glad  if  some  of  the 
non-official  Members  of  the  House 
would,  on  a  subject  of  this  sort,  for  it  is 
obviously  not  at  all  of  a  Party  character, 
express  their  opinions  as  to  what  they 
think,  for  the  sake  of  the  House,  would 
be  desirable  to  do. 
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•The  Eael  op  SELBORNE  :  My 
Lords,  I  agree  with  my  noble  Friend 
who  has  just  spoken  with  regard  to  the 
tone  and  spirit  in  which  this  proposal 
has  been  introduced  by  the  noble 
Lord  near  me.  I  certainly  should 
not  be  inclined  myself  in  a  summary 
way  to  reject  the  principle  of  the  pro- 
posal ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  do 
feel  a  difficulty  in  looking  upon  this  as 
a  question  merely  of  procedure  of  the 
House.  The  proposition  is  in  substance, 
under  certain  circumstances,  to  exclude 
Members  of  the  House  who  have  a  right 
to  be  present  in  it  from  the  power  of 
voting  in  its  proceedings,  not  for  any 
fault  they  may  have  committed  which 
might  justify  suspension  or  anything 
more,  but  simply  for  non-attendance 
in  the  previous  year.  I  will  not  say,  if 
precedents  could  be  found  by  any 
Committee  which  might  be  appointed, 
that  the  Committee  might  not  come  to  a 
conclusion  that  this  might  be  treated  as  a 
matter  of  procedure,  but  at  present  I 
own  I  feel  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  about 
it.  If  we  look  to  the  other  House  no 
one  would  suppose  it  would  be  constitu- 
tional for  the  House  of  Commons,  by  a 
general  Resolution  or  Standing  Order, 
to  exclude  from  voting  some  of  its 
Members,  unless  upon  grounds  of  neces- 
sity for  the  maintenance  of  its  order 
or  the  regularity  of  its  proceedings. 
While,  therefore,  I  do  not  at  all  say  that 
if  a  Motion  were  made  for  the  appoint>- 
ment  of  a  Committee  upon  this  subject  I 
should  oppose  it,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
my  present  impression  is,  in  such  a  case 
as  this  it  would  be  going  beyond  the 
powers  which  the  House  has  to  regulate 
its  own  business  to  carry  out  such  a 
proposal. 

CONSOLIDATION    OP    STATUTES. 

QU£SnON — OBSEBTITIONS. 

•Eabl  STAimOPE,  in  rising  to  ask  the 
Lord  Chancellor  whether  any  scheme 
could  be  recommended  to  Parliament  by 
which  the  consolidation  of  Statutes  could 
be  more  easily  effected,  either  by  the 
Statute  Law  Committee  or  by  some 
other  body,  said  :  My  Lords,  before  ask- 
ing the  uoble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  the  question  which  stands  in 
my  name,  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say  a  word  or  two  in  explanation  of  the 
object  of  the  question.    I  have,  for  a 


considerable  period,  noticed  that  Con-> 
soUdation  Bills  are,  from  time  to  time, 
brought  before  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  it  is  obviously  quite  impossibl* 
for  the  general  body  of  Members  of 
either  House  to  consider  a  matter  of  a» 
technical  a  nature  as  the  consolidation  of 
one  Statute  with  another.  There  exists^ 
as  your  Lordships  are  well  aware,  a 
Statute  Law  Revision  Committee,  which 
revises  all  the  Statutes  from  time  to 
time,  and  a  great  number  of  the  old 
Statutes  have  already  been  so  revised ; 
but,  as  regards  the  consolidation  of 
Statutes,  it  is  such  a  purely  technical 
matter  to  consolidate  Statutes  as  re- 
quiring special  legal  knowledge  that  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  see  some  body, 
either  the  Statute  Iaw  Revision 
Committee  or  some  other  body,  which 
could  be  made  answerable  for  the 
work  of  consolidating  the  Statutes 
appointed  to  perform  that  work  before 
the  Bills  come  before  the  consideration 
of  either  House.  My  Lords,  it  is  within 
my  recollection  that  in  1875  there  was  a 
very  long  Bill  which  was  considered  in 
another  place — that  was  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1875.  In  that  Statute 
there  were  343  clauses.  I  was  in  the 
House  when  that  Bill  was  going 
through,  and  I  am  sure  it  was  quite  im- 
possible for  any  Member  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  numerous  olf  Tises  without 
having  all  the  previous  Acts  before 
him.  Then  there  has  been  anothei 
Bill  of  the  kind  passing  through 
your  Lordships'  House,  the  Lunacy 
Acts  ConsoUdation  BiU.  That  Bill 
also  has  about  350  clauses.  My  object 
in  asking  this  question  is  to  eUcit 
from  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  some 
expression  of  opinion  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  possible  or  not  to  have  some 
body  to  consolidate  these  very  long 
Statutes.  The  Parliamentary  machine 
is  already  somewhat  out  of  gear  ;  and 
when  your  Lordships  observe  the  num- 
ber of  questions  which  are  asked  not 
merely  upon  notice  in  another  place,  hat 
the  hundreds  of  other  questions  which 
are  asked  without  any  notice  at 
all,  to  us  outsiders  not  understanding 
the  technical  part  of  Bill-drafting 
it  seems  a  matter  of  ordinary  common- 
sense  that  these  matters  should  be 
delegated  to  some  body  other  than  tiia 
Houses  of  Parliament.  I  do  not  mean 
that  Consolidation  Bills  should  be  with- 
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drawn  from  passing  through  all  their 
stages;  all  I  moan  is  that  it  is  impossible 
for  either  Hoase  of  Parliament  to  con- 
sider them  in  Committee,  and  it  is  for 
that  reason  that  I  venture  to  ask  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  the  question 
which  stands  in  mj  name. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
ItatAa,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  unable 
to  suggest  any  improvement  of  the 
existing  system  under  which  the  con- 
solidation and  revision  of  the  Statute  Law 
proceeds,  except  to  recommend  Parlia- 
ment (in  another  place)  to  allow  the  Bill 
presented  for  that  purpose  to  pass  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  repeat,  what  I  have  frequently 
asserted,  my  acknowledgment  of  the 
accuracy  combined  with  speed  which 
has  characterised  the  work  of  the  Statute 
Law  Committee  since  I  have  had  occasion 
to  deal  with  it.  I  have  been  glad  to 
learn  that  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  which  has  recently 
examined  the  Statute  Law  Revision  Bill 
confirms  my  opinion.  But  1  am  sorry  to 
aay  a  very  serious  check  has  for  the 
present  apparently  paralysed  the  work, 
just  when  it  was  making  most  satisfac- 


tory progress.  The  Statute  Law  Bill 
was  blocked  at  the  end  of  last  Session  ; 
and,  notwithstanding  every  effort  which 
has  been  made,  the  prospects  of  com- 
pleting the  new  cheap  edition  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  on  which  we  are  engaged 
seems  further  from  realisation  than  it 
was  12  months  ago.  I  trust,  however, 
that  this  unfortunate  delay  is  only  a 
temporaiy  obstacle  to  a  most  useful 
work. 

House  adjonmed  at  twenty  minntes 

pact  Five  o'clock  till  to-moirow 

a  quarter  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Monday,  tSrd  June,  1890. 


MAHAKAJAH  OF  HEWAH  (PETITION). 
Ordered,  That  the  Petition  of  the 
Princes  and  subjects  of  the  Maharajah 
of  Rewah,  presented  10th  June,  be 
printed  and  circulated  with  the  Votes. — 
{Afr.  Bradlatigh,') 


BANKRUPTCY  (IRELAND). 

Return  ordered,  "Of  the  Proceedings   in  the    Bankruptcy   Court,  Dublin, 
as  under: — 


FUed  in  1878. 

FUedinlSSS. 

FUedinl889. 

Petitions  for  Arrangement . .     . . 
Petitions  of  Bankraptcy     ..     ., 

Total 

la  1878.           1          In  1883.                    In  1888. 

Number  of  Cases  in  the  Court 
lift   or   "Legal  Diary"   for 
both  Judges      

Number  of  days  each  Judge  sat 

1 
1 

1 

! 

1 

—{3fr.  Ptttr  JPJhnaU.) 
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SALT  TAX  IN  ORISSA. 
Me.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  Government  of  India 
wonld  grant  a  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  whole  question  of  the  Salt  Tax 
in  Orissa,  and  the  effects  resnlting  from 
the  administration  of  the  tax  being 
placed  under  the  Madras  Authorities ;  and 
whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  a  Report  from  the  Bengal 
o£EiciaIs  concerning  the  present  manner  of 
levying  the  tax  and  its  result  on  the 
population  ? 

•The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOB  INDIA  (Sir  J.  GoBifr,  Chatham): 
No,  Sir.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  it  is  not  necessary  at  present  to 
appoint  a  Commission.  A  special  Report 
has  been  called  for  respecting  salt  afbtirs 
in  the  district  of  Orissa. 

THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL'S 
RETURNS. 
De.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  College): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  ct  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  Report  of  the  Reg^trar 
General,  in  addition  to  25,132  cases  in 
which  the  cause  of  death  was  "  ill  defined 
or  not  specified  "  in  medical  certificates  of 
death,  15,747  deaths  occurred  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  in  1888,  in  which  the 
cause  of  death  was  not  certified  either 
by  a  medical  man  or  coroner;  and 
whether,  taking  that  fact  into  considera- 
tion. Government  will  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  sufficiency  of  the  exist- 
ing law  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  dead, 
for  securing  an  accurate  record  of  the 
causes  of  death  in  all  cases,  and  specially 
for  detecting  them  where  death  may 
have  been  due  to  poison,  violence,  or 
criminal  neglect ) 
•The  PRESIDENT  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie. 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  There 
were  25,132  deaths  in  1888  in  which  the 
cause  of  death  was  "  ill-defined  or  not 
specified,"  and  15,747  deaths  in  which 
the  cause  was  not  certified  by  either  a 
medical  man  or  coroner ;  but  it  is  not  the 
fact  that  the  25,132  deaths  were  all  of 
them  cases  in  which  there  was  a  medical 


certificate,  or  that  they  were  in  addition 
to  the  deaths  in  which  there  was  no 
certificate  forthcoming.  The  great  bulk 
of  the  15,747  uncertified  deaths  are,  I  am 
informed  by  the  Registrar  General, 
included  in  the  26,132  deaths  in  which 
the  cause  was  either  not  specified  or  not 
suificiently  defined  for  due  classification. 
As  regards  the  15,747  deaths  without 
medical  or  coroner's  certificate,  it  nmst 
not  be  assumed  that  these  were  all  cases 
in  which  there  was  no  medical  attend- 
ance. Many  of  them  were,  donbtlesa^ 
cases  which  had  been  attended  1^  nn- 
registered  medical  practitioners,  who 
cannot  give  l^;ally  recognisable  certifi- 
cates. The  proportion  both  of  deaths  in 
which  the  cause  is  ill-defined  or  not 
specified  and  of  uncertified  deaths  has 
been  gradually  diminishing.  .  Thus,  in 
the  years  1881-1887  the  proportion  of 
the  ill-defined  deaths  averaged  5-7  per 
cent,  of  all  deaths  registered,  but  in  1888 
it  was  only  4-9  per  cent.  As  regards  un- 
certified deaths,  the  proportion  in  1879 
was  4-7  per  cent.,  and  this  fell  gradually, 
until,  in  1888,  it  was  3"1  per  cent.  As  I 
stated  in  reply  to  a  previous  question 
of  the  hon.  Member's,  the  Registrar 
General  has  good  reason  to  know  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  c^es  of  un- 
certified deaths  are  reported  by  K^istiars 
to  Coroners,  prior  to  their  registration, 
although  those  officers,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  discretion,  decide  that  it  is  un- 
necessary to  hold  inquests.  It  is  too  late 
to  entertain  the  question  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee  this  Session, 
but  I  will  promise  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  question  of  the  expediency  of 
such  a  Committee  shall  be  carefully 
considered  during  the  recess. 

TREATIES  OF  COMMERCE. 
Me.  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  a  representative  of 
the  trading  interests  of  Canada, 
Australasia,  South  Africa,  and  India,  will 
be  appointed  to  the  Committee  now  in 
process  of  formation,  to  consider  the 
Treaties  of  Commerce  which  are  aboutto 
expire? 

•The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD  Of 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol; 
W.) :  No,  Sir.  It  is  proposed  to  confine 
this  Committee  to  representatives  of  the 
commercial  interests  in  the  United  King; 
dom. 
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Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Then  in 
what  way  is  the  colonial  interest  to  be 
considered  1 

•Sib  M.  hicks  BEACH :  The  com- 
mercial policy  of  onr  self-goTeming 
colonies,  with  one  great  exception,  is 
altogether  difEerent  from  onr  own. 

BETTINO  PROSECUTIONS. 
Mr.  S.  SMITH  (FUntshire) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  action  of  the 
Recorder  of  Livtrpool  iu  some  prosecu- 
tions of  betting  clubs  which  have 
recently  been  before  him,  in  which  the 
defendants  succeeded  in  getting  off; 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  case  of  the  "  Waterloo  Club,"  and  to 
the  evidence  that  it  was  a  betting  club, 
and  to  the  summing  up  of  the  Recorder 
in  (his  case,  in  which  he  is  reported  to 
have  said  that — 

"  The  LegisUtore  had  never  taken  a  deeisive 
course  in  regard  to  betting.  Betting  under  the 
Act  of  Parliament  had  a  special  meaning, 
namely,  that  one  person  paid  or  received  what 
was_  wagered  by  others.  It  would  not  be 
against  the  Act  if  two  members  of  the  club 
mJade  a  bet,  and  the  one  paid  the  other." 

The  defendants  were  found  not  guilty  on 
the  charges  of  "keeping,"  "using," 
"  permitting,"  and  "  assisting ;"  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  case 
of  the  "  Tarleton  Club,"  in  which  the 
defendants  had  been  fined  by  one  of  the 
City  Justices  for  keeping  the  club  open 
for  betting  purposes,  which  conviction 
was  quashed  by  the  Recorder  of  Liver- 
pool upon  an  exception  taken  by  the 
counsel  for  the  defendants  to  the  convic- 
tions, on  the  gpronnd  that  they  proceeded 
against  the  defendants  as  owners  or 
occupiers  of  the  premises,  whereas, 
though  they  were  shareholders,  the 
premises  were  rated  as  occnpied  by  the 
Tarleton  Club  Company,  Limited ;  and 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  recommend 
legislation  to  remedy  these  defects  in 
the  law,  as  evidenced  by  the  above 
oases? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  tor  thb 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Matthews, 
Birmingham,  E.)  :  I  am  informed  by  the 
learned  Recorder  that  the  report  of  what 
he  said  in  the  case  of  the  Waterloo  Club 
is  not  accurate.  What  he  did  say  was 
that  the  Legislature  had  never  prohibited 
betting,  or  made  it  unlawful,  but  had 


only  made  bets  irrecoverable  by  law.  He 
also  said  that  the  statute  16  and  17 
Vict.,  cap.  119,  under  which  the 
defendants  were  indicted,  had  been  held 
to  apply  to  places  where  money  was 
received  in  advance  on  one  side,  and  not 
to  betting  generally.  Unless  this  club 
could  be  proved  to  be  such  a  place  the 
defendants  were  entitled  to  their 
acquittal.  With  regard  to  the  Tarleton 
Club,  the  defendants  had  been  convicted 
as  "owners"  and  "occupiers."  There 
was  no  evidence  that  this  was  the  case, 
as  the  counsel  for  the  Justices  admitted. 
The  above  cases  do  not,  therefore,  dis- 
close any  serious  defect  in  the  law  ;  and 
I  can  hold  out  no  hope  of  legislation  on 
this  subject  at  any  early  date. 

SWAZILAND. 

Mb  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  (Shrop- 
shire, Oswestry)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  can  give  to  the  House 
any  information  in  respect  to  the  negotia- 
tions now  proceeding  for  the  settlement 
of  Swaziland  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOB  THE  COLONIES  (Baron  H.  db  Worms, 
Liverpool,  East  Toxteth):  I  regret 
that  the  negotiations  have  not  reached 
a  stage  at  which  it  would  be  possible  to 
give  the  House  any  information  except 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  at 
present  waiting  for  a  reply  from  the' 
Government  of  the  South  African 
Republic  to  the  latest  communications  of 
Sir  H.  Loch. 

Mb.  S.  LEIGHTON:  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  inform  the  House  what 
the  purport  of  the  instructions  sent  to 
the  High  Commissioner  is  1 

Babon  H.  de  WORMS  :  It  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  give  the  House  that 
information. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  when  the 
Government  will  be  in  a  position  to 
furnish  the  desired  information  ? 

Babox  H.  db  WORMS :  The  length  of 
time  that  must  elapse  will  depend  on  the 
time  it  would  take  to  get  the  answers 
from  the  South  African  Republic. 

THE  SOUTH  AFBICAN  COMPANY. 

Me.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  can  inform  the 
House  what  is  the  estimated  extent  in. 
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square  miles  of  the  territoiT'  placed  by 
Boyal  Charter  under  the  control  of  the 
South  African  Company,  and  the  esti- 
mated population  of  the  native  tribes 
inhabiting  it ;  whether  Mr.  Cecil  Bhodes, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Company,  is  under 
an  obligation  to  report  to  the  High  Com- 
missioner of  South  Africa,  or  is  indepen- 
dent of  him;  and  whether  he  can  say  what 
is  the  number  of  soldiers  or  police  in  the 
employ  of  the  company,  and  what  is  the 
name  of  the  officer  in  command  of 
them,  and  from  whom  he  receiyes  his 
commission? 

Babon  H.  dk  worms  :  No  territory 
is  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
British  South  African  Company  by  the 
Boyal  Charter.  The  efEect  of  that 
Charter  is  to  enable  the  company  to 
exercise  as  a  corporation  any  concessions 
and  any  powers  of  control  granted  by 
local  rulers.  Mr.  Rhodes  is  not  chair- 
man  of  the  company.  As  one  of  the 
o£Boer8  of  the  company  (managing 
director  in  South  Africa),  he  is  bound 
under  Section  18  of  the  Charter  to  com- 
municate freely  with  the  High  Com- 
missioner, and  to  pay  due  regard  to  any 
requirements,  suggestions,  or  requests 
which  the  High  Commissioner  may 
make  to  him.  The  number  of  police  in 
the  company's  employment  is  believed 
to  be  600.  There  is  also  a  body  of  150 
miners  and  settlers,  called  pioneers.  The 
officer  temporarily  in  command  of  the 
poUce  is  Colonel  Pennefather.  He,  of 
course,  receives  from  the  company  any 
commission  which  he  may  hold  for  the 
purpose  of  his  police  command. 

Mb.  S.  LEIGHTON  :  Is  he  obliged  to 
report  to  the  High  Commissioner  t 

Baeok  H.  de  worms  :  Any  action  the 
Company  may  take  they  are  bound  to 
report  to  the  EUgh  Commissioner. 

CYPRUS. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  any  step  has  been 
taken  to  meet  the  wishes  expressed  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  Y^  the  de- 
putation from  Cyprus  last  year,  either  in 
the  way  of  reforms  in  the  civil  adminis- 
tration or  of  relief  from  taxation ;  and,  if 
80^  whether  he  wiU  state  what  changes 
have  been  introduced  t 

Baeon  H.  db  WORMS :  The  views  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the 
representations  of  the  deputation  from 
Mr.  Stanley  Leighlon 


Cyprus  will  be  found  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary Paper  C,  6,003,  recently  dis- 
tributed, especially  in  the  Secretary  of 
State's  Despatch  of  the  22nd  of  March, 
1890,  at  p.  23.  Tarious  reductions  rf 
expenditure  have  been  made,  and  some 
other  reforms  will  be  initiated,  as 
described  in  the  papers  referred  to ;  but 
it  would  be  impossible  to  state  the  par- 
ticulars within  the  limits  of  an  answer. 

Me.  S.  LEIGHTON :  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  I  will  call  attention  to  the 
question  on  the  Estmiates. 

LXTNAOY. 

Mb.  W.  CORBET  (Wicklow,  E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  when  the 
Report  of  the  Conunissioners  in  Lunacy 
for  the  year  1889  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table ! 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  informed  \iy 
the  Commissioners  that  this  Report  is 
now  with  the  printers,  and  they  hope  to 
be  able  to  lay  it  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

Mb.  W.  CORBET :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  when  the  Report 
of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  for  ihe 
year  1889  will  be  laid  upon  the  Tiible  1 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  toe  IRB- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoue,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  The  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums 
hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  lay  the  Report 
in  question  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
during  next  month. 

NEW  DOCK  AT  GIBRALTAR. 

SiB  J.  SWINBURNE  (Stafford- 
shire, Lichfield)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Fiist 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  will 
undertake,  with  reference  to  the  proposed 
construction  of  a  graving  dock  at  Oib> 
raltar,  to  follow  the  precedent  set  in 
the  case  of  the  Somerset  Dock  at  Malta, 
and  submit  to  ParliEiment  all  designs 
and  papers  referring  thereto  before 
entering  into  any  contract  or  arrange- 
ment for  its  construction  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  G.  HamHiTOM.  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  The  design  and  details  of  the 
Somerset  Dock  at  Malta  were  not  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament,  but  certain  oorree- 
pondenoe  and  plans  showing  the  position 
of  the  new  dock  were  presented  to 
Parliament  after  the  work  had  been 
taken  in  hand.    The  responsibility  for 
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the  selection  of  a  suitable  site  and  plan 
of  the  proposed  dock  at  Gibraltar  must 
rest  wi^  the  Ooremment,  and  the  Board 
of  Admiraltj  are  fully  prepared  to  accept 
that  responsibiliiy. 

OAEDIFF  RIFLE  VOLUNTEEHa 
Mb.  a.  THOMAS  (Glamorgan,  E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  paragraph  in  the  Wettem 
Mail,  of  the  19th  instant,  in  which  it  is 
reported  that  great  dissatisfaction  exists 
among  the  Bifle  Volunteers  of  Cardiff, 
in  consequence  of  the  amalg^amation  of 
the  two  detachments;  whether,  in  con- 
sequence, only  very  few  members  attend 
parade ;  whether  it  was  a  well  known 
fact  that  the  amalgamation  was  very 
distasteful  and  would  be  resented  ; 
whether  previous  to  the  amalgamation 
both  detachments  were  numerically 
strong  and  e£Scient ;  and  whether  he  will 
cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made,  in  order  to 
make  arrangements  that  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  members  of  both  detachments  t 
•The  SECRETARr  oi-  STATE  k)b 
WAB  (Mr.  E.  Stanhopb,  Lincolnshire, 
Eomcastle) :  The  amalgamation  referred 
to  was  a  regimental  arrangement,  which 
would  have  been  carried  out  much  earlier 
if  it  had  not  been  for  debts  on  the  part 
of  one  of  the  detachments.  It  is  reputed 
that  since  the  amalgiqnation  the  attend- 
ance has  improved,  and  that  the  strength 
is  greater  than  before  it  took  effect. 

UPPER  D1VI8I0K  CLERKS. 

Mb.  BAUMANN  (CamberweU,  Peck- 
ham)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  when  the  Treasury  Minute 
relating  to  the  Upper  Division  Clerks 
will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  1 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  GosCHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hamover  Square) :  I  regret  that  I  must 
refer  my  hon.  Friend  to  several  previous 
answers  I  have  given,  explaining  the 
reasons  for  the  length  of  time  which  it 
takes  to  deal  with  this  important 
question. 

ENGLISH  HOPS. 
Me.  H.  KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN 
rKent,  Faversham)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
A&irs  whether  the  United  States  Go- 
vernment intend  to  increase  the  duties 
upon  English  hops  by  25  per  cent.  1 


•The  mroER  secretary  or  STATE 
Tou  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  J.  Fee- 
ocssoN,  Manchester,  N.E.):  According 
to  a  late  edition  of  the  Tariff  Bill  pub- 
lished in  America,  it  appears  that  the 
duty  on  British  hops  is  to  be  raised 
from  8c.  to  15a  (4d.  to  7^.)  per  lb.,  or 
nearly  doubled. 

HOME  OFTICE  CONTRACTS. 

Me.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  complaint  has  been  made 
that  the  plastering,  or  a  portion  of  it,  at 
the  new  Metropolitan  Police  0£Sce  has 
been  sub-let  by  the  contractor  to  a  piece- 
master  named  Charles  Peak ;  whether 
complaint  has  been  made  that  the  sub- 
contractor is  an  unfair  employer; 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
a  report  of  a  case  tried  at  Bow  Street  on 
10th  June,  when  the  said  Charles  Peak 
was  summoned  by  four  plasterers  for 
money  due  to  them,  and  condemned  to 
pay  the  claim  and  all  costs;  and 
whether  complaint  has  been  made  that 
the  plastering  is  being  done  in  an  im- 
perfect manner,  and  with  adulterated  or 
inferior  material,  so  that  the  Clerk  of 
the  Works  has  been  compelled  to  con- 
demn some  of  the  work  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  Charles  Peak  was 
employed  by  the  contractor  to  superin- 
tend the  work  of  the  plasterers  at  the 
new  Police  OiBces.  He  was  not  a  sub- 
contractor. He  was  paid  a  weekly  wage, 
and  he  did  not  pay  the  men  or  supply 
the  material.  He  engaged  the  men,  and 
had  the  power  of  dismissing  them.  No 
complaint  has  been  made  to  the  Receiver 
of  Police  that  Peak  is  an  unfair  employer. 
I  have  not  seen  a  report  of  the  case  in 
question,  but  I  am  informed  that  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  Peak's  employment 
at  the  Police  Offices.  Complaint  has 
been  made  that  some  of  the  architraves 
and  mouldings  had  not  been  done  in 
accordance  with  the  specifications.  They 
have  been  condemned  by  the  architect, 
and  will  be  made  good  by  the  contractor. 
The  further  services  of  Charles  Peak 
have  been  dispensed  with. 

THE  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  SOUTH 
WALES. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  when  does  Lord 
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Garrington's  term  of  oflBce,  as  Governor 
of  New  South  Wales,  expire ;  has  any 
8ncces3or  been  appointed  to  sncceed  him; 
and  whether  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  has  nnofficially  submitted 
the  n'ime  of  Lord  Carrington's  successor 
to  the  Prime  Minister,  Sir  Henry  Parkes; 
or  is  it  his  intention  to  do  so  ?  - 

Babon  H.  db  worms  :  Lord  Carring 
ton  has  expressed  a  wish  to  resign  in 
November.  No  successor  has  yet  been 
appointed.  The  Secretary  of  State's 
Despatch  of  the  8th  July,  1889,  presented 
to  Parliament  in  the  Paper  C,5828,  shows 
the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
as  to  consulting  the  Colonial  Ch>vemments 
before  appointing  Governors,  and  I  have 
nothing  to  add. 

ZANZIBAR. 
Db.  CAMERON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  statement  contained  in  an 
interpellation  to  the  French  Government, 
of  which,  according  to  a  Eeuter's  Des- 
patoh  dated  Paris,  19th  June,  M.  Deloncle 
has  given  notice  to  the  effect  that  in 
1862  Lord  Cowley,  on  behalf  of  Great 
Britain,  and  M.  Thouveuel,  on  behalf  of 
fVance,  signed  a  .declaration  by  which 
the  two  countries  mutually  agreed  not 
to  interfere  with  the  independence  of 
Zanzibar,  and  that  Germany  gave  her 
adhesion  to  this  declaration  in  1862;  and 
whether  any  such  agreement  as  that 
alleged  was  entered  into  between  France 
and  this  country ;  and,  if  so,  was  the  con- 
sent of  France  to  the  abrogation  of  the 
agreement  obtained  before  entering  into 
the  arrangement  regarding  Zanzibar, 
announced  in  Lord  Salisbury's  Despatoh 
to  Sir  E.  Malet  of  the  14th  inst.  1 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  agreement 
in  question  was  entered  into,  but  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  not  of  opinion 
that  it  is  interfered  with  by  the  assump- 
tion of  a  Protectorate  of  the  dominions 
of  the  Sultan  with  his  full  consent. 

*De.  CAMERON  :  Is  it  true,  as  stated 
in  an  Exchange  telegram  pnblished  this 
afternoon,  that  satisfactory  communica- 
tion has  passed  between  the  French  and 
English  Governments  on  the  subject  of 
the  Protectorate  of  Zanzibar  ? 

Sib  J.  FERGUSSON:  No,  Sir;  that 
is  not  true.     I  can  only  say  that  informa- 
tion of  the  intention  of  England  to  assume 
this  Protectorate  has  been  conveyed  to 
Mr.  Benniker  Beaton 


the  French  Government,  but  it  had  not 
reached  the  hands  of  the  Minister  when 
he  made  his  speech  on  the  matter  to  the 
French  Assembly.  Information  has  been 
conveyed,  but  no  reply  has  yet  been 
received. 

MILITIA    NON-COMMISSIONED 
OFFICERS. 

Me.  R.  T.  reed  (Dumfries,  Ac.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  f(s 
War  why  non-commissioned  officers  of 
Militia  Corps  (on  Army  engagementX 
performing  the  duties  of  pay  sergeants  ol 
companies  during  training,  are  not  re- 
munerated in  the  same  manner  as  those 
performing  similar  duties  in  the  Regular 
Forces? 

•Me.  E.  STANHOPE:  The  aUowance 
given  to  the  Regular  Forces  was  granted 
when  the  captain's  contingent  allowance 
was  modified.  No  change  has  been  made 
for  the  present  in  the  contingent  allow- 
ance of  the  Militia  captains ;  but  should 
any  be  adopted,  the  subject  raised  by 
the  hou.  Member  will  not  be  lost  sight 
of. 

THE  INLAND  REVENUE  DEPART- 
MENT. 

Mb.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St.  Rd- 
lox) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  in  the  case  of  en- 
tailed estates  it  is  the  practice  of  tiie 
Inland  Revenue  Department  on  the 
succession  of  each  heir  to  charge  any 
Probate,  Succession,  or  other  Death  Duty 
in  respect  of  heirlooms  such  as  jewels, 
gold  and  silver  plate,  books,  <&c.,  often  of 
great  value;  if  so,  upon  what  scale; 
and,  if  not^  can  he  explain  on  what 
grounds  t 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  Heirlooms,  such  as 
jewels,  plate,  pictures,  and  books,  are 
charged  with  Probate  Duty  as  part  of 
the  personal  estate  of  the  deceased  person 
who,  by  his  will,  directs  them  to  be  held 
as  heirlooms ;  but  they  are  not  charged 
with  any  LegtMsy  or  Succession  Duty  so 
long  as  they  are  enjoyed  in  kind  only  by 
any  person  or  persons  not  having  any 
power  of  selling  or  disposing  thereof,  so 
as  to  convert  the  same  into  money  or 
other  property  yielding  an  income ;  but 
when  the  heirlooms  are  actually  sold  or 
disposed  of,  or  come  to  any  person  having 
power  to  sell  or  dispose  thereof,  or  having 
an  absolute  interest  therein,  then  Legacy 
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ot  Succession  Daty  is  exacted  as  npon 
any  other  legacy  or  succession. 
•  Db.  KENNY  (Cork,  S.):  Is  it  true 
that  in  regard  to  the  Hamilton  heirlooms 
no  duty  has  been  charged  upon  them, 
and  wiU  Saccession  Duty  be  not  charged 
as  the  result  of  the  sale  of  the  so-called 
heirlooms  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  asked  for  notice  of  the 
question. 

METROPOLITAN  POST  OFFICE 
COUNTERMEN. 
Mb.  CBEMEB  (Shoreditch,  Eagger- 
ston) :  I  had  intended  to  ask  the  Post- 
master General  whether  he  has  received 
a  Petition  from  the  countermen  of  the 
metropolitan  postal  districts,  which  was 
transmitted  to  him  through  the  Post- 
master of  the  West  Central  district  on 
the  13th  of  last  month,  asking  him  to 
favour  a  Committee  of  their  class  with 
an  interview  ;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
he  recently  granted  a  similar  application 
to  the  telegraphists  and  sorters,  he  will 
accede  to  the  request  of  the  counter- 
men? I  will  postpone  the  qaestion  until 
to-morrow. 

IRELAND— CHARGES  AGAINST  THE 
POUCE. 
Mb.  MAURICE  HEALT  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
has  seen  the  Report  of  the  proceedings 
at  the  Eathmore  (County  Kerry)  Petty 
Sessions  on  the  14th  instant,  from  which 
it  appears  that  a  number  of  men  were 
charged  with  having  assaulted  the  police, 
and  that  two  of  the  police  assaulted 
(Constables  O'Connor  and  Lett),  who 
were  at  the  time  carrying  rifles,  admitted 
that  they  had  been  drinking  previous  to 
the  occurrence ;  whether  the  two  police- 
men. Bums  and  CuUiuane,  concerned  in 
the  disturbance  at  Timoleague,  County 
Cork,  on  the  3rd  of  September  last,  in 
which  Daniel  Donohoe  lost  his  life  by  a 
revolver  shot  fired  by  Constable  CuUi- 
nane,  also  admitted  that  they  had  been 
drinking  previous  to  the  occurrence ; 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  increasing  frequency  of  cases  of  this 
kind,  pointing  to  the  spread  of  drinking 
habits  among  the  Irish  police;  and, 
whether  the  rule  which  formerly  ex- 
isted, prohibiting  coDstables  from  drink- 
ing or  visiting  public  houses  while  on 


duty,  is  still  in  force ;  and,  if  not,  when 
and  why  it  was  abrogated  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  case 
referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph  is 
sub  judice,  having  been  adjourned  to  the 
30th  instant.  With  regard  to  the 
general  -  allegation  as  to  increase  of 
drunkenness  amongst  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary,  the  Inspector  General  in- 
forms me  that,  having  given  special 
attention  to  this  point,  he  is  able  to 
state  that  offences  of  this  kind  have, 
during  recent  years,  very  much  declined. 
It  is  at  present,  and  always  has  been,  a 
strict  rule  of  the  Service  that  men 
should  not  enter  a  public  house  when 
on  daty,  unless  the  duty  itself  requires 
their  presence. 

THE  CLANRICARDE  TENANTRY. 

Mh.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  -he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  Timothy  Clarke  is  at 
present  undergoing  a  sentence  of  three 
months'  imprisonment  in  consequence  of 
his  signing  the  Relieving  OfiScer's  book, 
in  his  capacity  as  Guardian  in  the 
Portumna  Union,  for  outdoor  relief 
given  to  Lord  Clanricarde's  evicted 
tenants,  and  for  which  he  was  surcharged 
by  the  Local  Government  Auditor,  sum- 
moned before  Petty  Sessions  Court,  and 
ordered  to  be  imprisoned  for  the  above 
term ;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  on  a  former 
occasion  Mr.  John  Eyre,  J.P.,  late  Chair- 
man of  the  same  Board,  signed  the 
Relieving  Officer's  book  for  a  sum  four 
times  the  amount  given  by  Mr.  Clarke  ; 
whether  Mr.  Eyre,  although  surcharged 
by  the  Auditor  in  the  amount  signed  for 
by  him,  and  decreed  at  Petty  Sessions 
for  same,  no  attempt  was  made  to  levy 
the  amount,  and  no  punishment  was 
inflicted  upon  him  for  his  default ;  and 
if  he  will  explain  why  such  different 
treatment  was  accorded  to  these  two 
Guardians  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  I  am  in- 
formed that  Mr.  Clarke  was  proceeded 
against  in  the  circumstances  stated  in 
the  first  paragraph^  and  that  the  Magis- 
trate issued  a  warrant  of  distress  for  the 
amount,  £i7  10s.,  with  the  alternative 
penalty  of  three  months'  imprisonment. 
Upwards  of  two  and  a  half  years  pre- 
viously Mr.  John  Byre  was  proceeded 
against  for  a  surcharge  of  £40  10s.,  a 
decree  obtained,  and  a   warrant  issued 
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to  levy  the  amoant,  which,  howeyer, 
prored  unprodnctiTe.  The  failure  in 
tSx.  Eyre's  case  and  some  other  cases 
about  the  same  time  arose  from  the  &ct 
that  the  proceedings  were  teJcen  under 
the  28th  secdon  of  the  10th  Vict,  chap. 
81,  which  gives  no  power  to  the  Magis- 
trates to  order  imprisonment  in  the 
event  of  failure  to  cQstrain.  To  obviate 
the  possibilitr  of  a  recurrence  of  a 
mificarriage  of  this  nature,  the  auditor 
has  brought  all  cases  since  then  under 
Sections  95  and  103  of  the  Ist  &.  2nd  Vic, 
chap.  56,  which  gives  the  power  of  impri- 
sonment in  the  event  of  the  amount  of 
the  surcharge  not  being  recovered. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
"Baa  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
been  called  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Eyre,  who 
is  a  Magistrate  and  a  man  of  substance  t 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  That  question 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question  on  the 
Paper.  I  was  simply  asked  why  two 
different  modes  of  procedure  were  taken 
in  two  separate  and  distinct  cases.  I 
have  pointed  out  that  the  proceedings 
in  the  first  case  were  abortive. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Is  it  the  fact 
that  a  Conservative  Magistrate  escaped 
aoot-free,  while  a  Nationalist  got  tluree 
months  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUB, :  The  procedure 
in  Mr.  Eyre's  case  was  .'at  the  time  the 
usual  procedure. 

BKLPAST  POST  OFFICE. 
Me.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  defer  until  to-morrow  a  question  of 
which  I  have  given  notice,  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  seven 
members  of  the  first  class  of  clerks  in 
the  Telegraph  Department  of  the  Belfast 
Post  Office  hold  the  additional  appoint- 
ment of  provincial  clerks  in  charge ; 
whether  five  of  these  had  this  appoint- 
ment bestowed  upon  them  in  recognition 
of  long  service,  and  in  consequence  of 
their  having  been,  at  the  time  at  which  it 
was  conferred,  superseded  in  promotion  to 
the  first  class ;  if  so,  upon  what  grounds 
were  they  permitted  to  retain  this 
appointment,  subsequently,  on  receiving 
promotion  to  the  first  class ;  whether  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  incident  to  that 
of  provincial  clerks  in  charge  obliges  the 
holders  of  the  position  to  be  absent  for 
long  periods  from  Belfast;  and,  if  so, 
have  their  duties  during  their  absence 
to  be  discharged  b^  members  of  the 
Mr.  A.  J,  Balfour 


second  class  without  any  extra  remunera- 
tion, and  does  their  absence  also  cause 
present  members  of  the  first  class,  who 
are  not  provincial  clerks  in  chai^ge,  to  be 
more  frequently  employed  upon  ni^t 
duiy ;  and,  if  this  be  so,  whether  he  will 
constitute  the  present  holders  of  the 
position  of  provincial  clerks  in  charge 
supernumeraries  upon  the  staff  of  ^ 
Belfast  office,  and  promote  an  equivalent 
number  of  the  second  class  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  first  class,  so  that  members 
of  this  class  shall  not  be  called  upon  to 
undertake  responsible  first  class  duties 
without  the  emoluments  appertaining  to 
the  position  t 

THE  LONDON  COMPANIES  IBISH 
ESTATES. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  are  the 
amounts  still  held  by  the  Purchase  Com- 
missioners for  "the  Fifth"  Ouarantees 
retained  by  them  in  the  case  of  the  sales 
of  the  London  Companies'  estates  in 
Derry  ;  and  can  any  hope  be  held  out 
that  the  Qovemment  will  introduoe 
Amendments  in  the  Purchase  Bill  to 
prevent  these  amounts  being  paid  over 
to  the  companies  until  the  question  dt 
the  liability  of  these  bodies  to  the  trusts 
for  religion  and  education  in  Ireland, 
imposed  by  their  charters,  has  been 
settled? 

Me,  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  land 
Commissioners  report  that  the  guarantee 
deposits  held  by  them  to  the  credit  of 
the  London  Companies  in  respect  of  sales 
on  their  estates  are  as  follows  : — Drapers' 
Company,  £19,156 ;  Salters'  Company, 
£46,418 ;  Skinners'  Company,  £26,884  ; 
Fishmongers'  Company,  (including  £237 
lodged  by  the  purchasers),  £24,174.  I 
hardly  think  an  Amendment  in  the  Pur- 
chase of  Land  Bill  of  the  nature  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
is  necessary,  inasmuch  as  under  the 
Ashbourne  Act  the  question  of  paying 
over  these  guarantee  deposits  will  not 
arise  for  some  20  years  after  the  date  of 
purchase. 

POLICE  "SHADOWING." 
Mr.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  a  report 
in  the  Freeman's  Journal  of  the  11th 
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instant,  in  which  it  is  alleged  that  the 
Rev.  Fathers  O'Doherty,  Callan,  and 
Shiel,  of  Carrickmacross  and  Donagh- 
moyne,  in  the  Cotintj  of  Monaghan,  -were 
shadowed  by  four  police  constables  on 
several  Sundays  and  holydays,  recently, 
while  attending  the  chapels  of  Corcreagh, 
CJordnfE,  and  Donaghmoyne,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  celebrating  Mass  and  discharging 
the  other  functions  of  their  sacred  oflSce; 
that  Fathers  Gallan  and  ODwyer  were 
on  several  occasions  shadowed  by  police 
to  the  houses  of  persons  whom  they  were 
called  to  attend  to  in  serious  illness; 
whether  this  report  is  correct ;  and,  if  so, 
has  he  any  objection  to  state  the  grounds 
and  the  authority  upon  which  this  police 
shadowing  is  carried  on ;  and  will  he 
order  it  to  be  discontinued  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Constabu- 
lary Authorities  report  that  it  is  the  case 
that  the  rev.  gentlemen  referred  to  have 
been  watched  by  the  police  in  so  far  as  it 
was  necessary  to  prevent  them  from 
holding  meetings  of  the  National  League, 
which  has  been  suppressed  in  that  dis- 
trict as  an  unlawful  association,  in  conse- 
qoence  of  the  boycotting  and  intimidation 
practised  by  it  there.  Two  of  these  rev. 
gentlemen  openly  in  chapel  advised  their 
congregations  to  defy  the  law  in  this 
respect,  one  of  them  asking  for  subscrip- 
tions for  the  purpose,  and  directing  his 
hearers,  if  the  policemen  asked  them  any 
questions,  to  tell  them  a  bundle  of  lies ; 
tiiat  to  do  so  was  no  sin — not  even  a 
venial  one.  On  one  occasion  when  the 
police  were  following  Mr.  O'Doherty  he 
entered  a  house  where  a  sick  person  was. 
The  police  at  once  passed  on  for  about  a 
distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  where 
they  remained.  The  police  observation 
of  these  rev.  gentlemen  will,  of  course, 
cease  immediately  upon  their  ceasing 
from  their  attempts  to  defy  the  law. 

Mb.  p.  O'BEIBN  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  name  any  day  in  last 
month  when  these  gentlemen  attended 
an  ill^^l  meeting.  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  they  were  watched  in  consequence 
of  the  boycotting  of  a  railway  company, 
and  seeing  that  they  have  triumphed, 
as  the  people  always  will,  is  there  any 
reason  for  watching  them  now  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

•  Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    {imBB  ssbsob.] 


persons  "  shadowed  "  in  Ireland,  and  the 
number  "  watched "  by  the  police,  and 
the  number  of  policemen  engaged  in 
these  operations?  I  have  also  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  it  would  be 
possible  to  grant  a  Return,  giving  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  persons 
"  shadowed  "  or  "  watched  "  by  the 
police  in  Ireland,  and  the  causes  there- 
for, for  each  year  since  1884;  and,  if 
not,  can  he  give  the  numbers  respec- 
tively in  each  year  1 

Me.    a.    J.    BALFOUR:    I  am   in- 
formed that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
state  accurately  the  number  of  persons 
watched  by  the   police   from    time   to 
time,  and  the  number  of  the  latter  who 
discharge   this  along  with  their  other- 
duties,  as  the  necessify  varies  from  day- 
to  day.     It  would  be  impracticable,  hut  ■ 
even  if   practicable  inexpedient  in  the- 
public    interest,    to    give     a    nominal! 
Return  of  the  nature  indicated  in  the 
second     question.       But     I     am     in- 
formed      that,      speaking       generally,, 
the    present    number    of    suspects    im 
Ireland  is  believed  to  be  very  inconsider>- 
able,  as  compared  with  the  earlier  years . 
under  the  administration  of  the  right . 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Will  the  right  . 
hon.Gontleman  state  who  or  what  the  sus-  - 
pects  were.  But  the  point  of  my  ques-  - 
tion  was,  How  many  persons  are  now:- 
shadowed  in  Ireland  f 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:    I    think    1 
have  answered  the  question  of  the  hon-.~ 
Member. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  suppose  V 
could  not  have  made  my  point  clear.  T. 
want  a  distinct  answer  as  to  the  number 
of  persons  now  shadowed  in  Ireland. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  told 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  infor- 
mation asked  for. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Does  the  in- 
ability of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
provide  the  information  arise  out  of  his 
reluctance  to  give  it,  or  from  the  number 
being  so  large  that  it  is  beyond  computa- 
tion? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  it  is  not 
beyond  the  powers  of  computation.  It 
arises  largely  from  the  fact  that  the 
necessities  vary  from  day  to  day. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  give  the  House  the 
number  shadowed  on  any  particular  day  1 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  will  consider 
that  question,  but  I  am  afraid  that  no 
accarate  inference  could  be  drawn  from 
it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Then  fco-morrow 
I  will  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
give  the  number  for  a  week. 

Dr.  TANNBE(Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  it 
is  true  that  Mr.  James  O'Brien,  of 
Ealleagh,  was  arrested  at  Yonghal  Fair, 
last  Monday,  by  a  common  policeman  in 
plain  clothes,  who  was  occupied  in 
closely  "  shadowing  "  Mr.  O'Brien  ;  and 
if  he  can  explain  why  Mr.  Bsdmond, 
B.M.,  was  specially  telegraphed  for  to 
investigate  the  charge  of  this  gentleman 
accused  of  obstructing  his  "  shadow"?  I 
would  farther  ask  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  Mr.  O'Brien  was  kept  in  a  black 
hole,  in  a  filthy  unsanitary  condition, 
for  several  hours,  during  which  the 
Prison  Authorities  treated  him  with  the 
utmost  cruelty? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir;  I 
should  think  the  matter  alleged  in  the 
further  question  is  not  a  fact.  The 
Constabulary  Authorities  report  that 
O'Brien  was  arrested  by  a  constable  in 
uniform  on  a  charge  of  wilfully  ob- 
structing a  constable  on  detective  duty 
in  plain  clothes.  The  charge  being 
brought  under  the  Criminal  Law  and 
Procedure  (Ireland)  Act  the  attendance 
of  a  Resident  Magistrate  was  necessary. 

Dr.  TANNER:  Was  the  constable 
who  arrested  Mr.  O'Brien  "  shadowing  " 
him  in  an  offensive  way,  and  is  it  the 
&ct  that  the  only  charge  laid  against  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  that  he  followed  the  con- 
stable in  question  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  know 
nothing  about  the  second  parb  of  the 
question.  With  regard  to  the  first  part 
the  policeman  who  followed  Mr.  O'Brien 
was  in  uniform. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
Is  it  the  fact  that  when  Mr.  O'Brien 
was  brought  before  a  Magistrate  he 
asked  to  see  a  solicitor  and  a  friend,  and 
that  both  requests  were  denied,  as  also 
was  an  offer  which  he  made  to  find  bail 
in  .£1,000  to  answer  any  charge  that 
might  be  made  against  him  1  Further, 
is  it  the  fact  that  Mr.  O'Brien  was  in- 
sulted by  the  policeman  and  beaten,  that 
when  taken  to  prison  he  was  stripped 
naked,  and  that  his  clothes,  which  were 
taken  from  him  under  the  plea  that  it  was 


neoessaiy  to  search  him,   were  not  re- 
turned to  him  for  24  hours  1 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  Why  was 
Mr.  O'Brien  arrested  at  all  instead  of 
being  summoned  in  the  ordinary  way  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  must  ask  for 
notice  of  these  questions. 

Dr.  TANNER :  1  will  put  a  question 
on  the  Paper  to-morrow  about  the  scan- 
dalous and  blackguardly  behaviour 

•Mb.  SPEAB:ER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  must  observe  Parliamen- 
tary propriety  in  liis  questions. 

Db.  KENNY:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  last  year,  when 
the  two  hon.  Members  for  Clare 
(Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Jordan)  attended 
at  Ennis  in  response  to  a  summons  sent 
to  them  by  the  Registrar  of  the  Clare 
Infirmaiy,  of  which  institution  they  are 
Governors,  to  take  part  in  the  election 
of  a  physician  to  the  infirmary,  they 
were  shadowed  by  the  police  during  their 
entire  stay  in  Ennis,  and  that  daring  the 
entire  time  the  election  above  mentioned 
Was  proceeding  a  police  guard  was 
stationed  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  infirmary,  and  whether  he  can  state 
by  whose  direction  the  police  acted  in 
the  manner  above  described  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Con- 
stabulary Authorities  report  that  the 
hon.  Members  in  question  were  watched 
by  a  policeman,  who  had  a  reason  to 
suppose  that  they  were  going  to  hold  an 
illegal  meeting.  No  police  guard  was 
stationed  at  or  near  the  infirmary. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Was  there  any 
"  shadowing"  by  the  police  at  the  last 
fair  at  Dungarvan,  County  Waterford, 
as  there  had  been  at  every  previous  iaic 
in  the  same  place  for  some  time  past, 
and  have  any  instractions  to  restrain 
or  restrict  the  practice  of  "  shadowing  " 
been  lately  issued  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  any  oflicials  in  Ireland? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The 
authorities  report  that  the  police  had 
instructions  to  watch  for  any  boycotting, 
but  no  boycotting  was  attempted.  No 
instractions  have  lately  been  issued  to 
restrain  or  restrict  the  practice  called 
"  shadowing." 

LICENCES. 
Mr.  T.    M.    HBALY  :    I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  unani- 
mous judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
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Bench  in  Ireland,  of  tlie  17th  instant, 
npholding  a  decision  of  the  Justices  at 
Lurgan  Qaarter  Sessions  on  28th  May, 
refusing  to  grant  a  transfer  to  Patrick 
Blsjuej  of  a  licence  for  the  honse,  49, 
Church  Street,  Lurgan,  held  by  his 
brother,  the  late  James  Blayney,  on  the 
ground  of  the  "  unfitness  of  the  appli- 
cant"   and     "the  unsuitability  of   the 


premises 


has  he  observed  that  it  was 


proved  in  the  case  as  follows :  that  the 
house  in  question  was  licensed  for  70 
years,  and  no  objections  had  been  made 
against  the  persons  who  held  the  licence 
during  that  time  ;  that  Patrick  Blayney 
died  in  March,  leaving  the  house  to 
James  Blayney,  who  got  a  protection 
order  enabling  him  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness until  the  Qaarter  Sessions;  that 
on  the  case  coming  before  the  Qaarter 
Sessions,  six  Magistrates  voted  against 
the  transfer,  and  five  in  favour  of  it ; 
that  the  County  Court  Judge  (Judge 
Kisbey)  made  it  a  rule  not  to  vote  on 
these  cases,  but  intimated  that  if  be  did 
vote  he  would  have  voted  in  favour  of 
the  transfer ;  that  the  police  made  no 
Direction  to  the  transfer,  but  it  was 
opposed  on  behalf  of  the  Lui^an  United 
Temperance  Association ;  that  there  was 
no  other  opposition  of  any  kind  ;  that  the 
honse  was  large  and  commodious ;  that 
the  applicant  resided  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  house,  but  his  son  resided  on 
the  premises,  and  was  30  years  of 
age ;  that  Chief  Justice  O'Brien  said  the 
police  appeared  to  have  rather  supported 
the  application ;  that  the  only  sugges- 
tion as  to  the  "  unfitness  of  the  appli- 
cant "  was  that  he  was  a  Catholic,  while 
the  ftiajority  of  the  Justices  were  Pro- 
testants ;  and  that,  nevertheless,  the 
Qaeen's  Bench  felt  constrained  to  refuse 
even  a  conditional  order  to  quash  the 
Justices'  decision  on  the  ground  that 
the  matter  was  purely  within  their  dis- 
cretion ;  was  Probate  Du*y  charged  on 
the  licence-asset  in  this  case  daring  the 
70  years  the  licence  lasted ;  and  will 
orders  be  given  after  this  decision,  and 
that  of  "  Sharp  v.  Wakefield,"  that  Pro- 
bate Duty  shall  no  longer  be  levied  on 
licensed  property ;  or  will  a  tost  case  be 
taken  to  decide  whether  a  licence  is  a 
mere  precarious  asset  or  a  practically 
permanent  property  ? 

Colonel  WARING  (Down,  N.):  Be- 
fore the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answers 
that  question  may   I  ask  whether  it  is 


not  a  fact  that  the  "large  and  com- 
modious" premises  in  question  were 
only  13  feet  in  front,  and  26  feet  in 
depth,  that  they  were  old  and  dilapi- 
dated, had  a  thatched  roof  and  an  unen- 
closed garden,  that  was  open  day  and 
night! 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  I  cannot  answer 
that  question.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion on  the  Paper  I  have  to  say  that,  if 
the  facts  are  as  described  by  the  hon. 
Member,  it  would  appear  that  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  refused  the 
application  for  a  conditional  order  to 
quash  the  Justices'  decision  on  the  ground 
that  the  matter  was  within  their  dis- 
cretion, and  that  they  had  found  thie 
applicant  unfit  and  the  premises  unsuit- 
able. No  probate  was  charged  on  the 
will  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Blayney  (not 
Mr.  Patrick  Blayney),  who  died  in 
March  of  this  year,  as  the  gross  assets 
were  sworn  under  £100,  and  the  licence 
was  not  accounted  for  an  asset,  being 
probably  considered  of  no  value,  as  the 
concern  is  a  very  small  one.  The  same 
circumstances  have  probably  applied  to 
the  licence  in  question  during  the  last  70 
years.  This  decision,  and  that  of  "  Sharp 
V.  Wakefield-''  do  not  convince  nie  that 
Probate  Duty  should  not  be  levied  on 
licences.  When  the  goodwill  of  licences 
ceases  to  be  bought  and  sold  for  valuable 
considerations,  then  the  time  will  come 
to  consider  whether  Probate  Duty  shall 
cease  to  be  levied  on  licensed  property. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Is  it  a  fact  that 
after  a  licence  had  been  attached  to  the 
premises  for  70  years  it  rests  with  the 
Magistrates  to  take  it  away.  Will  the 
Government  allow  a  test  case  to  be  taken 
to  see  whether  it  is  legal  to  continue  to 
charge  Probate  Duty  under  the  circum- 
stances detailed  in  the  question  ! 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  Probate  Duty  is  not 
in  the  first  instance  assessed  by  the 
Government.  It  is  brought  in  in  the 
schedule  of  assets  by  the  executors  of  a 
deceased  person.  If  there  is  no  value 
put  on  the  licence  asset,  there  ought  to  be. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table,  as  Parliamentary 
Papers,  the  following  documents  in  con- 
nection with  the  licensing  case  of  "  Sharp 
V.  Wakefield ;"  the  statement  of  the  case, 
and  the  judgments  delivered  in  the 
Court  of  App^  ? 
3  N  2 
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•Mb.  RITCHIE :  I  have  made  inquiries 
aa  to  the  case  of  "Blunt  v.  Byrne,"  which 
was  cited  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wolverhampton  as  a 
precedent  for  the  hon.  Member's  proposal. 
I  find  that  there  was  no  authorised 
record  of  that  case  until  the  Report 
revised  by  the  Judge  was  printed  as  a 
Parliamentary  Paper,  it  not  being  the 
practice  to  include  Jury  cases  in  the 
Irish  Law  Reports.  There  is,  therefore, 
a  clear  distinction  between  that  case  and 
thecaeeof  "Sharp  V.Wakefield."  But, 
apart  altogether  from  any  question  of 
precedent,  I  remain  of  opinion  that  in 
the  latter  cas3  there  is  no  good  reason 
to  supplement  the  authorised  Law 
Reports  ia  the  manner  proposed. 

IRISH  LIGHT  EAILWAT8. 

Me.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  West  Donegal  Railway  Com- 
pany, which  is  promoting  the  proposed 
Light  Railway  to  Killybegs,  in  the 
County  of  Donegal,  is  notoriously  insol- 
vent, judgments  having  been  marked 
against  it  for  the  price  of  rolling  stock, 
and  proceedings  for  a  Receiver  being 
pending;  whether  the  OJmpany  is 
largely  in  arreor  for  both  principal  and 
interest  to  the  Treasury  on  foot  of 
previous  advances ;  whether  the  grant- 
ing of  State  aid  to  .a  company  so  circum- 
stanced is  a  violation  of  tiie  principle 
laid  down  by  Parliament  in  Section  4,  Sub- 
section 3,  of  "The  Light  Railways  Act, 
1889  " ;  and  whether  the  Killybegs  line 
is  that  promoted  by  Mr.  Bj>rton,  and 
reported  on  by  Mr.  Price  1 

The  SECRETARY  to  thk  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) :  I  am 
not  aware  that  the  hon.  Member  is 
justified  in  stating  that  the  West  Donegal 
Railway  Company  is  "  notoriously  insol- 
vent." The  company  has  not  yet  begun 
to  repay  the  principal  of  its  debt  to  the 
Board  of  Works  ;  but  it  is  papng  over 
jei,300  a  year  on  account  of  the  £1,600 
due  for  interest,  and  the  Revenue 
prospects  are  encouraging.  Section  4, 
Sub-section  3  of  the  Light  Railway  Act, 
1889,  forbids  the  advance  of  a  loan  to  a 
company  in  arrear  with  principal  and 
interest,  or  to  a  company  having  a 
working  agreement  with  a  company  in 
arrear.  It  is  not,  however,  proposed  to 
make  any  loan  to  this  company.  As 
regards  the  last  paragraph,  it  would  be 


equally  true  to  say  that  Major  Cleneisl 
Hutchinson  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
reported  on  the  Killybegs  line. 

Me.  CLANCY:  The  right  hon- 
Gentleman  says  it  is  not  intended  to 
make  a  loan  to  the  railway.  Is  it 
intended  to  make  a  grant  to  it  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  am  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  say.  That  was  not  the  question 
put  to  me.  The  question  was,  whether 
the  Light  Railways  Act  of  1889  forbids 
the  granting  of  State  aid.  It  does  not 
forbid  State  aid,  but  it  does  forbid  a 
loan. 

Me.  CLANCY :  What  guarantee  has 
the  Government  for  the  making  of  the 
line,  seeing  that  the  company  by  whom 
it  is  promoted  have  been  unable  to  pay 
their  way.  Do  the  Government  propose 
to  make  a  grant  to  a  Railway  Company 
in  regard  to  whom  it  is  not  sure  that 
they  will  be  able  to  pay  the  working 
expenses  of  the  line  1 

Mb.  JACKSON :  The  accounts  would 
have  to  be  audited  by  a  person  appointed 
by  the  Treasury. 

Me.  CLANCY :  Is  a  grant  to  be  given 
in  this  case  because  the  line  is  promoted 
by  Mr.  Barton  t 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  am  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  say  that  a  grant  is  going  to  be 
made,  and  certainly  not  because  the  line 
is  promoted  by  Mr.  Barton. 

Mb.  CLANCY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  there  is  any  in- 
tention or  proposal  to  appoint  Mr.  Barton, 
C.E.,  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Killy- 
begs Light  Railway  line,  to  any  position 
in  connection  with  the  construction  of 
light  railways  in  Ireland,  in  which  he 
would  be  placed  in  authority  over  the 
projects  of  rival  promoters ;  and  whether, 
if  the  Treasury  sanction  a  grant  in  favour 
of  the  Killybegs  line,  they  will  put  up 
the  further  engineering  of  it  in  com- 
petition t 

Me.  JACKSON :  I  am  not  awture  of 
any  such  intention. 

FAIR  RENTS. 
Me.  LALOR  (Queen's  Co.,  Leix) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretaiy  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  state  the  number  of  cases  of  appeals 
from  the  fair  rents  fixed  by  the  Sub- 
Commission  for  Queen's  County  that 
were  disposed  of  by  the  Chief  Commis- 
sion at  its  recent  sitting ;  and  in  how 
many  cases  were  the  rents  fixed  by  the 
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Sub  •  Oonuuissions  reduced,   confirmed, 
and  increased  respectively  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Land 
Commissioners  report  that  60  Queen's 
County  appeals  were  listed  for  hearing 
at  the  recent  sitting  of  the  Comt.  Of 
iihese,  15  were  cross  appeals,  leaving  45 
cases  for  hearing  at  the  sitting,  which 
were  disposed  of  as  follows: — 19  with- 
'drawn,  seven  settled,  seven  confirmed, 
six  rents  raised  by  the  Courts,  one  rent 
raised  on  enlarged  area,  one  rent  raised 
-on  consent,  one  adjourned  in  consequence 
of  death  of  the  party,  two  adjourned  by 
request  of  the  parties,  and  one  stands 
4>Ter  for  judgment 

MR.  BARRT,  P.LG. 
Dr.  TANKER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  a  warrant  has  been 
issued  for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Barry,  P.L.G., 
at  the  instance  of  a  policeman  named 
Drought,  against  whom  Mr.  Barry  had 
fHreviously  instituted  legfal  proceedings  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  informed 
tliat  the  defendant,  having  failed  to 
appear  to  a  summons  on  a  charge  of 
assaulting  the  sergeant,  a  warrant  was 
issued  for  his  arrest. 

TREATMENT      OP       POUTICAL 

PRISONERS. 
Dr.  tanner  :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  manner  in  which  the  police 
escort  behaved  to  two  political  prisoners, 
"Messrs.  Thomas  and  William  Kent,  who 
were  brought  from  the  County  Court 
<3aol  to  a  Court  held  in  Fermoy  on  Mon- 
day the  16th  of  June,  under  the  Criminal 
Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act ;  and 
why  and  for  what  reason  were  the 
prisoners  handcuffed  P 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Constabu- 
lary Authorities  report  that  the  prisoners 
mentioned  were  handcuffed  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  prison  ofiBcer  who  had  them 
in  charge  with  the  object  of  producing 
them  in  Court  under  a  writ  of  haheas 
corpu$.  The  handcuffs  were  only  used 
when  passing  through  crowds  with  a 
small  police  escort.  On  the  return 
■journey  handcuffs  were  not  used,  the 
«8Cort  having  been  increased. 


THE  BISHOP  OB"  DERRY. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HBALT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  letter  of  the  Most  Rev.  Dr. 
O'Doherty,  Bishop  of  Derry,  in  the 
Freeman's  Journal  of  the  20th  instant,  in 
reference  to  his  statement  that 

"  The  Prisons  Board  were  most  anxious  that 
the  Bishop  should  Dominate  a  clergyman  (to  he 
chaplain  of  Deny  Gaol),  and  they  requested 
him  to  do  so,  but  up  to  the  present  he  had 
taken  no  action  ; " 

whereas  his  Lordship  asserts  that,  al* 
though  elected  Bishop  on  2nd  October 
and  consecrated  on  2nd  March,  he  never 
since,  directly  or  indirectly,  received  any 
communication  from  the  Prisons  Board ; 
can  any  explanation  of  the  discrepancy 
be  given ;  what  were  "  the  evil  effects  of 
the  action  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  " 
of  which  he  complained ;  and  did  Sir 
Lintom  Simmons,  while  in  Rome,  or  any 
other  English  official,  make  any  repre* 
sentations  tothe  Ecclesiastical  Authoritiea 
of  the  Catholic  Church  upon  the  action 
of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Derry  or  his 
clergy  J 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  not 
seen  the  letter  referred  to.  Apparently, 
the  Bishop  trusted  to  the  Freemaria 
Journal  report.  I  mentioned  the  vicar 
capitular.  There  is,  therefore,  no  dis- 
crepancy. It  was  presumed  that  the 
new  Bishop  would  be  acquainted  with 
business  fmecting  the  diocese  brought 
before  the  locvm,  tenens  who  presided 
over  the  See.  I  am  glad  to  think  that 
the  failure  to  appoint  a  chaplain  may  be 
due  to  this  opinion  being  erroneons. 
The  matter  has  been  now  formally 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  present 
Bishop.  The  last  question  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HBALT:  What  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  refer  to  when  he 
speaks  of  evil  effects  P 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  stated  before 
that  the  evil  effects  of  the  failure  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Authorities  were  that  a 
great  number  of  prisoners  of  that  reb'gion 
are  deprived  of  the  religious  services  of 
their  Church. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  apologise  to  the  Bishop 
for  this  statement  t 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  is  not 
necessarj  to  apologise  to  him  ;  if  he  will 
road'the  accouat  of  what  passed  in  the 
fuller  report  in  the  Times,  he  will  see 
that  the  only  attack,  if  it  can  be  said 
that  I  made  any  attack,  was  that  either 
he  did  not  consider  himself  bound  to 
know  what  took  place  while  his  pre- 
decessor was  in  office,  or,  having  made 
himself  acquainted  with  what  had  taken 
place,  he  did  not  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  appoint  a  chaplain. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  he  does  not  read  the 
Freeman's  Journal;  does  he  expect 
the  Boman  Catholic  Bishops  to  read  the 
Times  ? 

RIFLfi  RANGES  IN  IRELAND. 
Me.  J.  REDMOND  (Wexford,  N.): 
I  bejT  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
■QoTemment  to  rent  or  purchase,  at 
Oastlecomer,  a  now  rifle  range  for  the 
iise  of  troops  stationed  at  Kilkenny ; 
whether,  about  lire  years  ago,  on  the 
advico  of  experienced  officers,  the  lease 
•of  the  rifle  range  at  Duncannon  was 
renewed  at  a  yearly  rental  of  XI 30,  and 
that  this  lease  has  still  many  years  to 
ran;  whether  any  difficulty  has  been 
found  in  accommodating  troops  in  the 
excellent  barracks  at  Duncannon  Fort, 
and  in  tents  in  the  Fort ;  and  whether 
•he  can  explain  on  what  grounds  it  has 
been  determined  to  give  up  this  old 
station,  and  to  sacrifice  many  hundreds 
of  pounds  which  must  be  paid  to  the 
owners  of  the  Duncannon  range  during 
the  unexpired  years  of  the  lease  ? 

•Mb.  E.  stanhope  :  In  an  answer 
given  to  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Kilkenny  on  the  26th  November,  1888, 
it  was  shown  that  a  range  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Kilkenny  was  much  re- 
quired, but  that  serious  local  difficulties 
had  occurred  in  acquiring  the  necessary 
ground  at  Gastlecomer.  Those  diffi- 
culties are  now,  I  hope,  about  to  be  over- 
come, and  a  range  will  be  formed  for  the 
troops  in  Kilkenny.  The  rangeat  Duncan- 
non Port  is  held  for  21  years  from  1 885,  at 
a  rental  of  X125  a  year,  and  it  will  still 
be  used  for  the  troops  at  Waterford  and 
Wexford.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  ac- 
commodating troops  at  Duncannon  Fort ; 
but  a  large  expense  in  transport  will  be 
saved  if  a  range  be  established  near  Elil- 
kenny. 


SCHOOLS    AT    TIPPERARY. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whisther  he 
has  seen  the  statement  in  the  Times  of 
the  20th  instant,  to  the  effect  that  & 
number  of  children  attending  the  Con- 
vent and  National  Schools,  Tipperary, 
left,  because  the  children  of  some  police- 
men were  received  as  pupils  ;  that  they 
marched  through  the  streets  in  a  body, 
aud  were  eventually  dispersed  by  the 
police ;  and  what  was  the  reason  for 
their  dispersal  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Consta- 
bulary Authorities  report  that  it  is  the 
case  that  on  the  18th,  19th,  and  20th 
instant  children  stayed  away  from  the 
Convent  and  National  Schools,  Tipperary, 
on  account  of  the  children  of  the  poUoe 
and  other  boycotted  people  attending 
those  schools.  .  On  the  18(ji  the  proces- 
sion was  not  disorderly,  and  was  not 
interfered  with<  On  the  19tii  it  was 
disorderly,  and  two  flags  were  taken 
from  it,  whereupon  it  dispersed.  On  the 
20th  some  grown  lads  joined  the  proces- 
sion, stones  were  thrown  from  it  at  a 
tenant  who  was  believed  to  have  paid  his 
rent.  A  little  girl  was  seriously  injured 
by  being  struck  upon  the  head  with 
one  of  the  stones.  Two  policemen 
arriving  upon  the  scene,  the  procession 
dispersed. 

PRISON  WARDERS. 

Me.  O'KEEFFB  (Limerick,  City) :  I 

beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretaiy  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  as  the  Prisons- 
Board  have  reported  that  one  warder  haft 
complained  of  being  subjected  to  annoy- 
ance in  public  while  wearing  the  prison 
official  uniform,  if  such  warder  has 
attributed  such  annoyance  arose  from 
belief  that  warders  were  engaged  in 
odious  duties  as  regards  Irish  political 
prisoners  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  warder 
referred  to  did  not  make  any  such  all^|ft- 
tion  as  that  suggested  in  the  question. 
His  objection  was  one  on  general  grounds. 
He  mentioned  one  instance  in  which  a 
drunken  man  had  insulted  him. 

TULLAUORE  GAOL. 
Me.  O'KEEFFE:  I  beg  to  ask  th* 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lientenamt' 
of   Ireland  whether  he  will  direct   tiie 
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.disoontinnance  of  the  rule  that  after 
every  inteiview  of  a  solicitor  witli  a 
client  iu  an  Irish  gaol,  as  admitted  in 
the  case  of  the  interview  of  Mr.  J.  J. 
O'Meara  and  Mr.  M'Enery  in  Tnllamore 
Prison  last  week,  "that  snch  prisoner  is 
searched ; "  whether  on  the  occasion  of 
the  visit  of  Mr.  M'C^ngh,  solicitor  to 
Mr.  Finncane,  M.P.,  last  year  in  the  same 
prison,  the  interview  took  place  in  a 
private  room,  and  not  in  a  corridor  in 
sight  of  warders,  as  in  Mr.  M'Eneiy's 
case ;  and  if  he  will  explain  the  reason 
of  the  change  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  General 
Prisons  Board  report  that  the  question  of 
searching  of  prisoners  for  prohibited 
articles  lies  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Qovemor,  who  is  responsible  for  pre- 
venting the  introdnction  of  snch  articles 
into  the  prison.  On  the  occasion  referred 
to  in  the  second  paragraph  the  prisoner 
was  in  hospital,  and  the  interview  was 
in  one  pf  the  vacant  wards,  but,  as  usual, 
under  the  observation  of  an  officer, 
tiurongh  an  opening  in  the  door. 

THE  OLPHERT  ESTATE. 
Mb.  DALTON  (Donegal,  W.)  post- 
poned until  Tuesday  a  question  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  proceedings  at 
Falcarragh  Petty  Sessions,  on  Tuesday 
the  17th,  in  which  a  man  named  Peter 
MKlinley  was  charged  by  a  bailiff  on  the 
Olphert  Estate  named  Couaghan  with 
assault,  and  in  which,  on  a  cross 
summons,  Conaghan  was  charged  by 
MKiinley  with  assault  and  with  having 
presented  a  revolver  at  him  and 
threatened  to  shoot  him,  and  to  the 
decision  of  the  Court,  consisting  of  two 
Besident  Magistrates,  that,  though 
Conaghan's  conduct  was  reprehensible 
in  this  case  and  generally  in  going  about 
the  country  with  a  revolver  and  threaten- 
ing to  shoot  people  M'Ginley  should  bo 
imprisoned  for  a  fortnight  and  then  be 
held  to  bail  to  keep  the  peace  for  12 
months,  while  Conaghan  should  be  held 
to  bail  merely ;  whether  he  will  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Lord  Ldentenant  to 
to  this  decision  with  a  view  to  the  re- 
mission of  at  least  the  latter  part  of  the 
sentence  inflicted  on  M'Ginley,  who 
would  appear  to  have  acted  only  in  self- 
defence  against  a  murderous  attack  on 
his  life ;  whether  the  bailiff    Conaghan 


was  g^ven  a  licence  to  carry  firearms ; 
and,  if  so,  by  whom,  and  whether  his 
licence  will  now  be  withdrawn;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  is 
the  third  instance  within  a  recent  period 
of  human  life  being  threatened  in  the 
Falcarragh  district  by  persons  licensed 
to  carry  firearms,  a  revision  of  the  list  of 
persons  so  licensed  will  be  ordered  with 
a  view  to  the  removal  from  it  of  the 
names  c  f  all  persons  who  have  abused 
the  privilege  conferred  upon  them,  or 
who  have  .  not  furnished  satisfactory 
guarantees  that  they  will  use  the 
privilege  with  discretion  7 

FERMOY  PETTY  SESSIONS. 

De.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  by  whose  orders  were  two 
Magistrates  present  at  the  Fermoy  Petiy 
Sessions  to  hear  a  summons  for  assault 
brought  by  Mr.  Barber,  a  newspaper 
correspondent  of  Fermoy,  against  a 
policeman  named  Kelly,  on  Monday  the 
16th  instant;  whether  it  is  usual  for  two 
Resident  Magistrates  to  attend  ordinary 
Sessions ;  and,  whether  Mr.  Hodder, 
B>.M.,  is  a  Magistrate  for  the  County 
Claret 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Two  Resident 
Magistrates  attended  at  Fermoy  on  the 
occasion  in  question  to  adjudicate  in 
cases  under  the  Criminal  Law  and 
Procedure  (Ireland)  Act.  It  is  not 
usual  for  two  Resident  Magistrates  to 
attend  ordinary  Petty  Sessions,  except 
where  they  may  happen  to  be  available 
or  their  services  required ;  the  leply  to 
the  inquiry  in  the  last  paragraph  is  in 
the  affirmative. 

QUESTIONS   IN  THE  HOUSE. 
Me.  H.  T.  KNATCHBULL-HUGES- 
SEN  (Kent,  Faversham) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Tr«isury  whether,, 
in  view  of  the  large  «aA.  increasing  ex-- 
penditure    of    time    consumed    by   the 
putting    and    answering    of    questions,, 
many  of  them  involving  matters  of  no 
public  importance,  the  Government  will 
consider  the  possibility  of  dealing  with 
this  serious  hindrance  to  public  business. 
by  restricting  the  number  of  questions 
to  be  put  by  any  one  Member;  by  not. 
allowing  a  question  to  be  put  by  proxy 
or  to  be  put  a  second  time,  should  the 
Member  putting  it  on  the  Paper  not  be 
in  his  plaice  when  called  upon ;  by  limit- 
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ing  the  number  of  ^questions  to  be  put 
to  a  fixed  number,  Members  to  ballot  for 
places,  except  in  the  case  of  a  question 
asked  by  special  leave  of  Mr.  Speaker ;  or 
by  fixing  a  certain  time,  saj  half  an 
hour,  as  the  time  permitted  for  ques- 
tions t 

••Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  am  quite 
sensible  of  the  great  waste  of  time 
that  takes  place  in  consequence  of  the 
gfreat  increase  in  the  number  of  ques- 
tions ;  but  I  am  afraid  the  only  way  of 
altering  the  present  system  would  be  by 
new  Rules  of  Procedure,  and  the  time 
will  not  admit  of  such  a  course. 

Mb.  J.  MORLBT  (Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne)  :  On  this  subject  may  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  has 
considered  the  soggestion  made  to  him 
the  other  day  that  the  Irish  Constabu- 
lary Vote  should  be  taken  on  an  early 
^y1 
•Mb.  W.  tt  SMITH:  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  qnestion  arises  out  of  this, 
but  I  will  endeavour  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  taking  the  Irish  Constabulary 
'Vote  as  soon  as  possible  consistently 
with  the  other  business. 

THE  LAW  OFFICBES  OP  THE  CROWN. 
Me.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  accord- 
ance  with  his  promise  made  on  12th 
November,  1888,  he  has  examined  care- 
fully into  the  atatiis  of  the  Law  OflBcers 
of  the  Crown,  in  order  to  see  whether  it 
would  be  advisable  that  they  should  con- 
tinue to  be  allowed  to  take  private 
practice;  what  conclusion  the  Govern- 
ment have  come  to  on  the  subject ;  and 
what  steps  they  propose  to  take  in  order 
to  prevent  the  public  duties  of  the  Law 
OflBcers  from  being  interfered  with  by 
their  private  practice  1 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  The  qnestion 
has  been  receiving  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government ;  but, 
'as  I  have  stated  before,  it  is  one  more  for 
the  decision  of  a  f  atnre  Government,  as 
no  change  is  practicable  while  the 
present  Law  OflBcers  are  in  ofBce'.  I  may 
say,  however,  that  no  inconvenience  or 
injury  to  the  public  interests  will  be 
caused  by  the  present  practice. 

THE  SWEATING    SYSTEM. 
Me.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  beg  to 
aak    the   First  Lord  of    the    Treasury 
Mr.  If.  T.  KnatdAull-Hugeasen, 


whether  the  Gk>vemment  hare  aban- 
doned the  idea  of  legislating  this  Sessicm 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  con- 
tained in  the  Report  of  the  Lords  Com- 
mittee on  the  Sweating  System. 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  My  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Home  Secretary  informs  me 
that  he  is  preparing  a  Bill  on  this  most 
important  subject,  and  that  there  are 
some  amendments  to  the  existing  law 
which,  if  the  general  conssnt  of  Mem- 
bers interested  was  forthcoming,  might 
even,  in  what  remains  of  the  Session,  he 
passed  into  law.  The  Government  could 
not  attempt  to  deal  this  Session  with  any 
controversial  parts  of  the  subject. 

THE  LOCAL  TAXATION  BILL. 
Mr.  CAINE  (Barrow-in-Furness):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasoiy 
if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  proceed  with  the  extinction  of  licences 
clauses  of  the  Local  Taxation  (Cnstcma 
and  Excise)  Duties  Bill  1 
•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH :  The  Government 
have  had  under  their  consideration  the 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  to  this  Bill, 
and  the  nature  of  the  opposition  directed 
against  it,  and  they  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  practically  impos- 
sible in  the  present  state  oi  public 
business  to  pass  the  Bill  in  its  entirety 
without  calling  on  the  House  to  submit 
to  sacrifices  the  Government  do  not  feel 
t'lemselves  justified  in  imposing.  He 
licensing  proposals  in  the  BiU  consists  of 
three  parts — (1)  The  allocation  of  a 
Cw-rtain  portion  of  the  new  taxation  on 
intoxicating  liquor  for  the  purpose  <rf 
extinguishing  licences ;  (2)  the  power 
proposed  to  be  conferred  on  County 
Councils  to  purchase  and  extinguish 
licences ;  (3)  the  suspension  of  the  issue 
of  new  licences.  The  first  of  these  pro- 
posals has  received  the  assent  of  the 
House,  both  on  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill  and  after  mnch  discussion  in 
Committee,  so  &r  as  England  is  con- 
cerned. The  Government,  therefore, 
propose  to  proceed  with  the  clauses 
dealing  with  the  same  point  so  far  as 
Scotland  and  Ireland  are  concerned,  thus 
setting  aside  the  sum  originally  allocated 
for  this  special  purpose.  So  far  as  flie 
second  part  is  concerned — ^the  conferring 
of  power  on  the  County  Councils  to 
purchase  licences — the  Government  do 
not  propose  to  proceed  with  these 
clauses,  at  which  the  great  bulk  of  the 
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Amendments  are  directed,  but  they  will 
ask  the  House  to  insert  words  the  effect 
of  which  will  be  to  allow  the  fund  for 
the  extinction  of  licences  to  aocumnlate 
Ttntil  Parliament  deals  with  the  whole 
licensing  question.  This  is  very  similar 
to  the  Amendment  proposed  bj  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Central 
Bradford.  The  third  part  of  the  licens- 
ing portion  of  the  Bill  is  one  which  it  is 
believed  commends  itself  to  all  Parties  in 
the  House,  I  mean  the  suspension  of  the 
issue  of  new  licences,  and  the  Govem- 
ment  propose  to  proceed  with  it.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  practical  result  of 
the  change  proposed  \^  the  Government 
will  be  that  the  money  will  remain  ear- 
marked for  the  purpose  of  the  extinction 
of  licences  under  any  general  reform  of 
the  Licensing  Laws  to  which  Parliament 
may  assent ;  but  that  nntil  this  takes 
place  the  money,  instead  of  being  avail- 
able for  the  purpose  of  extinction  of 
licences  by  the  County  Councils,  will  be 
allowed  to  accumulate.  Accordingly, 
Sab-section  2  of  the  clause  now  under 
consideration,  as  amended,  will  read 
that— 

"  The  Bum  of  £fiO,000  ahall  be  applied  to  the 
purpose  of  inch  extiDotion  of  licences  in  Scot- 
lan4  M  may  be  hereafter  provided  by  any  Act 
amending  Uie  Licensing'  Acts,  and  nntil  such 
Act  is  passed  shall  be  invested  and  accumulated 
aa  provided  by  this  Act." 

According  to  this.  Clauses  5,  6,  and  7 
will  disappear  from  the  BilL 

Mb.  CAINE  :  Arising  out  of  the 
question,  I  wish  to  ask  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  during  the 
present  Parliament  to  introduce  any 
measure  amending  the  Licensing  Laws 
so  that  this  Amendment  may  be 
applied? 

•Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  think  the  hon- 
Oentleman  must  be  satisfied  to  postpone 
any  question  of  that  kind  until  we  have 
arrived  at  a  further  stage  in  the  history 
of  the  present  Parliament. 

Sib  W.  LAWSON  (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth)  :  May  I  be  allowed  to  give 
notice  that  there  are  a  number  of  us 
who  will  oppose  as  steadfastly  as  we 
possibly  can  any  proposal  to  vote  any 
money  to  the  purchase  or  extinction  of 
licences. 

THE  METEOPOLITAN  POLICE. 
Sib    W.    HARCOURT    (Derby)  :    I 
should  like  to  ask  a  question  of  the  right 


hon.  Gentleman  of  which  I  have  given 
him  private  notice — ^whether,  in  view  of 
the  anxiety  at  present  prevailing  with 
regard  to  the  Metropolitan  Pob'ce  Force, 
he  will  make  arrangements  for  the. 
speedy  settlement  of  the  question  by 
proceeding  with  the  Police  Super- 
annuation  Bill,  and  fixing  the  Second 
Reading  for —  I  would  suggest  —  to- 
morrow? 

•Mb.  W.  R  SMITH:  I  trust  the 
announcement  I  have  made  will  shorten 
discussion  on  the  Licensing  Bill.  I 
think  it  ought  to  do  so,  and  therefore  I 
hope  that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  propose  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Police  Bill  next  weeJc  at 
the  latest.  Certainly  it  will  follow  on 
this  Bill  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  make 
arrangements. 

CIVIL  SERVANTS, 
Mr.  SAMUELSON  (Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  if  he  will  state  how 
many  Civil  servants  over  the  age  of  70 
years  are  drawing  salaries  of  £500  and 
upwards,  and  what  total  number  of 
years'  service  under  the  Crown  each  of 
these  has  given,  including  broken  and 
continuous  service;  whether  in  the 
interests  of  economy  and  the  efSciency 
of  the  service,  and  considering  the  pro- 
bable paucity  of  such  veterans,  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  retiring  them 
upon  pensions  as  liberal  as  can  be  granted 
under  Section  9  of  "  The  Superannuation 
Act,  1859,"  such  pensions  to  be  based 
upon  the  total  number  of  years  they 
have  served  under  the  Crown,  irrespec- 
tively of  the  total  period  of  service  having 
been  broken  7 

Me.  JACKSON :  There  are  no  central 
records  immediately  available  which 
would  enable  me  to  answer  the  first  port 
of  the  hon.  Member's  question.  There  is 
power  to  require  the  retirement  on  the 
ordinary  pension  rates  of  any  o£5cer  who 
is  unequal  to  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  position,  and  the  BoyiJ 
Commission  on  Civil  Establishments  has 
reported  in  favour  of  the  retirement  of 
Civil  servants  at  65  on  ordinary  pension. 
Section  9  of  the  Superannuation  Act  only 
permits  special  pensions  to  be  given  in 
recompense  for  special  service,  and  it  is 
not,  therefore,  applicable  to  the  cases 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member. 
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DERBY  GAOL. 

Mb.  HARRISON  (Tipperary,  Mid)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieatenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
"will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
Report  made  on  the  sanitary  condition  of 
Derry  Gaol  by  the  expert  who  was  com- 
missioned to  investigate  it ;  also,  to  ask 
whether  an  official  from  the  English 
Prison  Department  yisited  Derry  Gaol  in 
the  antnma  of  1889  with  a  view  to  pro- 
fessionally examining  into  its  sanitary 
condition ;  if  so,  whether  he  is  prepared 
to  lay  this  ofiBcial's  Report  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  will  lay  the 
Report. 

THE  LIMERIQG  POST  OFFICE. 

Mb.  J.  BOLTON  (Stirling):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  if  he 
is  aware  that  the  Sub-post  Office  at 
lomerigg,  Slamannan,  Stirlingshire,  has 
been  closed  for  about  a  month,  to  the 
great  inconvenience  of  the  residents  in 
that  district ;  and  if  he  can  state  that  the 
office  will  be  re-opened,  and  when  1 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  been  asked 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  to  answer  this 
question.  The  Post  Office  at  Limerigg 
will  be  re-opened  as  soon  as  a  suitable 
person  for  the  situation  of  Sub-Post- 
master can  be  selected  and  instructed  in 
the  duties  of  the  office.  The  inoon- 
renience  which  baa  been  caused  by  the 
temporary  closing  of  the  office  is 
regretted,  but  was  unavoidable,  and 
every  effort  will  be  made  to  re-open  it  at 
an  early  date. 

H.M.S.  TRIUMBB. 
Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  obstruction  caused  by  the  position 
of  the  present  guardship  Triumj^ 
stationed  in  Cork  Harbour ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  in  swinging  at  change  of 
tides,  the  ship  obstructs  the  entire 
channel ;  and  why  she  is  not  moored  in 
that  part  of  the  harbour  known  aa  the 
Man-of-War  Roads,  instead  of  the 
narrowest  portion  of  the  river  near  the 
town  of  Cove  t 

•LoKD  G.  HAMILTON  :  The  Triumph 
is  so  moored  as  to  leave  a  sufficient 
passage  for  navigation  on  either  side, 
whichever  way  she  swings,  and  no  com- 


plaints have  been  made  either  to  the 
Admiralty  or  the  Naval  Authorities  at 
Queenstown  on  the  subject.  There  are 
serious  objections  to  mooring  the  ship 
in  the  Man-of-War  Roads,  and  as  the 
present  arrangement  has  been  agreed 
to  by  the  Cork  Harbour  Commissionets, 
I  see  no  reason  at  present  for  any 
change. 

GREAT  TURK  AND   CAICOS  ISLANDS. 

Db.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  any  inquiry  will  be  made  into 
the  condition  of  the  people  resident  in 
the  Grt  at  Turk  and  Caicos  Islands ;  and 
whether,  considering  the  recent  Colonial 
Report  upon  the  chronic  destitution  there 
prevailing,  some  practical  steps  will  be 
taken  to  relieve  and  remedy  the  poor 
people's  pressing  wants  ? 

Babom  H.  dk  worms  :  No  such 
inquiry  is  proposed,  as  the  Secretary  of 
State  learns  from  periodical  Reports  that 
the  inhabitants,  though  not  well  ofE,  aaee 
as  prosperous  as  those  of  many  other 
parts  of  the  West  Indies,  and  that  they 
are  cheerful  and  orderly.  The  destita- 
tion  mentioned  in  the  Report  for  1888, 
to  which  I  presume  the  hon.  Member 
refers,  was  exceptional,  and  was  caused 
by  the  hurricane  ;  but  a  sum  of  between 
£&Q0  and  J&1,000  appears  to  have  been 
spent  by  the  local  Relief  Committee 
upon  the  sufferers  by  that  calamity. 
The  proeperty  of  the  poorer  class 
depends  chiefly  on  the  salt  indastiy, 
which  fluctuates  from  year  to  year,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  the  fibre  industry  -will 
shortly  be  introduced.  The  Coninus- 
sioners  of  Turks  Islands  have  spared  no 
pains  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
people ;  a  savings  bank  has  been  estab- 
lished, and  has:  been  eagerly  taken 
advantage  of ;  and  mail  conunonicatioD 
with  the  islands  has  been  improved. 

HELIGOLAND. 
LoBD  H.  BRUCE  (Wilts,  Chippen- 
ham) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Fijst  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether,  before  Heligoland 
is  handed  over  to  a  Foreign  Power,  the 
wishes  of  the  inhabitants  will  be  con- 
sulted as  to  their  remaining  under  the 
Union  Jack  ? 

•The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Strand, 
Westminster)  :  I  am  afraid  I  must  ask 
my  noble  Friend  to  be  satisfied  ^iritb 
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the  namerous  answers  which  have 
been  already  given  on  the  subject.  We 
believe  the  Agreement  to  be  one  which 
will  certainly  not  be  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  Heligolanders. 

Me.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh,  K) : 

Will  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  state  to 
the  House  whether  the  question  of  the 
cession  of  Heligoland  did  not  come  from 
Germany  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  am  snre  that 
the  hon.  Member  will  see  that  that  is  a 
question  which  onght  not  to  be  pat  in 
tiiis  House. 

Mb.  F.  S.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk, 
Eye)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
or  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  any 
steps  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  the 
■views  of  the  inhabitants  of  Heligoland 
on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  cession  of 
the  island  to  Germany ;  and  whether  it 
is  intended  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
cession  taking  place,  the  inhabitants  shall 
be  liable  to  military  service  ? 

•SiE  J.  FERGDSSON  :  No  steps  have 
been  taken  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Heligoland.  It  is  in- 
tended that  all  existing  inhabitants 
shall  be  exempted  from  compulsory 
military  service. 

Me.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  wether  a  recent  demonstra- 
tion in  Heligoland  has  not  proved  con- 
clusively that  the  inhabitants  wish  to 
remain  connected  with  this  country ; 
and  whether  the  attention  of  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  has  been 
drawn  to  the  statement  in  the  Fall  Mall 
Gazette  that  the  people  are  extremely 
hostile  to  the  proposed  cession  of  the 
island? 

•SiB  J.  FEBGUSSON:  I  have  no 
official  information  of  these  statements. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Mb.  W.  REDMOND:  I  will  ask 
'whether  any  information  has  reached  the 
Foreign  Office  with  regard  to  the 
alleged  conflict  between  French  and 
Newfoundland  fishermen,  and  what  steps 
the  Government  propose  to  take  to  bring 
the  dispute  to  a  settlement  ? 

'^lE  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  answer  that  question.  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Member  will  put  it  down  for 
to-morrow. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND  :  I  will. 


ALLEGED  SHADOWING  OP  ENGLISH 
LADIES   IN  IRELAND. 

Me.  CONYBBARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
by  what  authority  and  upon  what  evi- 
dence or  suspicion  of  crime  or  criminal 
intent  were  three  English  ladies 
shadowed  by  the  police  in  Tipperary  on 
or  about  the  8th  or  9th  of  July  of  last 
year? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Constabu- 
lary Authorities  report  that  no  English 
ladies  were  shadowed  at  Tipperary  last 
July,  as  alleged  in  the  question. 

Me.  CONYBEARE:  I  stated  last 
week  the  names  of  the  three  ladies  who 
were  shadowed.  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  presume  to  set  the  statement 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  against 
the  word  of  these  ladies ! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir;  but 
I  think  it  is  very  likely  the  ladies  were 
mistaken. 

THE  METROPOLITAN  POLICE. 

Me.  H.  L.  W.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras, 
W.)  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Home  Secretary 
whether  it  is  true  that  the  new  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police  has  forbidden 
the  Metropolitan  Police  to  hold  meetings 
of  any  kind  for  the  discussion  of  their 
grievances? 

Mb;.  MATTHEWS :  Theonly  prohibition 
of  which  I  have  heard  is  the  prohibition  of 
a  meeting  atBow  Street  in  special  circumr 
stances.  The  Commissioner  of  Police 
has  prohibited  that  meeting,  bat  he  has 
informed  the  men  that  their  wishes  and 
desires  can  be  communicated  iu  the 
regular  way  to  the  Government. 

THE  LICENSING  CLAUSES  OF  THE 
LOCAL  TAXATION  BILL. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian) :  Having  listened  with 
satisfaction  to  the  announcement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  efforts 
which  he  has  made  to  shorten  the 
Debates  upon  the  Licensing  Bill;  and 
bearing  in  mind  that  we  are  placed  in 
some  difficulty  by  the  fact  that  we  are 
to  consider  at  once  some  of  the  Amend- 
ments which  he  has  announced,  I  would 
ask  him,  as  this  particular  proposal  does 
not  touch  the  substance  of  the  proposals 
of  the  Government,  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  giving  up  the  ear- 
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marking  of  this  money  ]  That  proposal 
has  no  practical  effect,  and  I  believe  that 
the  withdrawal  of  it  wonld  not  weaken 
the  position  of  the  Government,  and 
wonld  greatly  simplify  the  passage  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  Ministerial 
scheme. 

•Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  appreciate  the 
spirit  which  has  prompted  the  question 
ti  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  the 
Government  cannot  disregard  the  fact 
ihat  this  principle  has  received  the 
approval  of  the  House  by  a  considerable 
majority.  The  Government  do  attach 
importance  to  this  question.  The  money 
is  to  accumulate,  to  be  at  the  disposal  and 
Tinder  the  direction  of  Parliament  on 
future  occasions.  I  will  read  the  words 
again  for  the  information  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — 

"  The  Bam  of  £fiO,000  shall  be  applied  for 
4he  porpoae  of  such  extinction  of  licences  in 
Scotland  as  may  be  hereafter  provided  by  any 
Act  amending  the  Licensing  Acts,  and  until 
each  Act  is  passed  shall  be  invested  and  aooamn- 
lated  as  provided  by  this  Act" 

The  money,  therefore,  will  remain  at  the 
disposal  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.): 
That  leaves  the  Irish  Question  exactly 
where  it  was.  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  section  applying  to  Ireland  is  to 
remain  as  it  stands  f 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  certainly  pro- 
pose that  the  words  shall  stand. 

Sir  GEORGE  TREVELTAN  (Glas- 
gow, Bridgeton)  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  object  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  Scotch  Members  is 
to  obtain  this  sum  of  £50,000  for  the 
advancement  of  free  education,  and  does 
the  right  hon  Gentleman  propose,  by 
pressing  this  ear-marking  clause,  to 
announce  the  determination  of  the 
Government  to  disappoint  the  nearly 
imanimous  wish  of  Scotchmen  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  need  hardly 
point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ihat  it  is  almost  impossible  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  everybody  in  this  House.  Wo 
are  obliged  to  adhere  to  the  plan  we 
liave  indicated. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Is  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ashamed  to  announce 

nakedly 

•Me.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT :  I  withdraw  that 
'  expression.     I  reco^ise  that  I  went  too 
iar ;  but  I  wish  to  ask,  how  is  it  that  the 
Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone 


Crovemment  are  not  afraid  to  aasert 
nakedly  that  in  the  case  of  Ireland  this 
money  is  to  be  used  for  the  extinction  of 
licences  ?  Why  are  not  the  words  in 
the  Scotch  and  Irish  clauses  to  be  the 
same? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  There  is  no 
difference  between  the  proposed  applica- 
tion of  the  money  in  the  case  of  S(X>tland 
and  the  application  of  it  in  the  cam  of 
Ireland.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
must  have  misunderstood  my  statement. 
Me.  STOREY  (Sunderland) :  Is  there 
any  precedent  for  passing  an  Act  of 
Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
fund  to  be  hereafter  used  in  this  or  a 
future  Parliament  f 

•Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  It  has  been  done. 
Me.  0.  J.  DARLING  (Deptford) :  I 
would  ask  whether,  if  thiii  eabr-marking 
clause  is  passed,  it  will  in  any  way 
prevent  Parliament  from  dealing  with. 
the  money  in  another  Session,  or  even 
in  this,  precisely  as  it  pleases  1 

•Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  know  of  nothing 
that  can  prevent  Parliament  from  deal> 
ing  with  the  money  as  it  may  think  fit. 

•Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  : 
Does  the  Chief  Secretary  intend  to 
persevere  with  the  provisions  relating'  to 
new  licences,  seeing  that,  as  dra-wn, 
they  are  wholly  inapplicable  to  the 
condition  of  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  my  inten- 
tion to  persevere  with  the  propomls.  If 
it  should  be  shown  to  be  neoessaty.  Hie 
words  will  be  altered  to  meet  the  case  of 
Ireland. 

Mb.  D.  CRAWFORD  (Lanark,  N.E.) : 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intend  to 
tell  the  House  that  if  the  clause  applying 
the  money  to  the  purpose  of  extin- 
grnishing  licences  is  passed,  it  will  be 
possible  for  Parliament  to  deal  with  the 
money  anew  without  first  repealing  the 

•Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  Certainly  not 
Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.)  :  I 
would  suggest  that,  after  the  announoe- 
ment  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
it  would  be  advisable  to  postpone  toe 
further  consideration  of  the  Local  Taxa- 
tion (Customs  and  Excise)  Bill  and  to 
proceed  this  evening  with  other  Orders. 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  may  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  Committee 
have  now  under  consideration  the  Ist 
sub-section  of  the  clause,  and  that  it 
does  not  involve  any  reference  to  the 
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question  of  the  extinction  of  licences. 
Therefore,  it  tronld  be  quite  out  of  the 
question  to  adjourn  it  farther. 

Sib  W.  HAKCOUBT:  But  we  shall 
come  almost  immediately  to  the  2nd 
sub-section,  upon  which  the  whole  ques- 
tion will  arise.  I  endorse  the  appeal  of 
my  hon.  Friend  that  we  should  be  given 
time  in  which  to  consider  the  character 
of  the  Government's  proposals.  The 
matter  is  very  important,  for  if  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  calls 
the  ear-marking  provision  ia  inscribed  in 
ihe  Statute  Book,  supposing  that  in  a 
future  Session  or  future  Parliament  the 
House  of  Commons  does  not  approve  of 
applying  the  money  to  the  purpose  of 
the  extinction  of  licences,  it  could  not  be 
applied  to  any  other  purpose  without  the 
consent  of  the  House  of  Lords.  We 
toe  to  be  committed  in  this  Session  to 
appropriating  this  money  and  accumula- 
ting it  in  future  years  to  the  purchase  of 
licences,  and  that  policy  cannot  be  altered 
in  the  future  without  the  consent  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  If  that  is  so,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  done  nothing  to 
shorten  the  proceedings  on  this  Bill. 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  think  it  is  per- 
haps undesirable  that  I  should  enter 
into  an  argument  on  this  question. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  It  is  very  de- 
sirable. 

•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  am  not  sure 
whether  it  is  perfectly  in  order  to  do  so. 
I  will  only  point  out  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  proposal  the  Govern- 
ment has  made  was  embodied  in  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Central  Bradford,  and 
for  which  he  voted  last  week. 

SiB  W.  HARCOURT :  Not  to  be  de- 
voted to  Ucensiug. 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  The  effect  of  the 
proposal  of  the  Government  is  substanti- 
ally the  same,  only  it  is  of  a  much  more 
extended  character,  as  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Central  Bradford  last  week.  The  proper 
course,  undoubtedly,  is  to  discuss  the 
question  when  we  arrive  at  the  sub- 
section in  Committee,  and  I  think  I  shall 
then  be  able  to  satisfy  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  But  I  must  remind  him 
that  any  Licensing  Bill  that  may  pass 
this  House  must  also  be  considered  by 
the  House  of  Lords.  Therefore,  any 
change  in  the  present  system,  which  we 
all  desire  to  see  changed,  must  have  the 


approval  and  concurrence,  as  I  believe  it 
will  have,  of  the  other  House. 

•Mb.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen.  E.): 
I  quite  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  the  sub-section  under  discussion, 
may  be  disposed  of;  but  I  earnestly 
appeal  to  the  leader  of  the  House  to 
postpone  for  one  day  the  2nd  sub- 
section, so  as  to  allow  Scotch  Members 
opportunity  to  consider  the  hearing  of 
the  Government  proposals. 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  cannot  give 
any  promise  to  postpone  Sub-section  2. 
When  it  is  reached,  the  Government  will 
hear  the  arguments  and  consider  what 
course  they  will  take. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  What  objection 
have  the  Grovemment  to  withdrawing 
the  clause  ?  Is  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  aware  that  the  Irish  law  on  this 
subject  is  quite  distinct  from  that  of 
England  P 
•Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Is  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  has  placed  on  the 
Paper  an  Amendment  which  simply 
applies  the  English  clause  to  Ireland,  to 
which  it  is  totally  inapplicable. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot 
venture  tp  offer  any  opinion  as  to  the 
value  of  the  objection  raised  by  my  hon. 
Friend  opposite  to  the  Amendments  of 
the  Government  as  affecting  Ireland  j  but 
I  believe  that,  whatever  value  the 
objections  have,  they  will  apply  equally 
to  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Longford.  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
will  probably  see  that  it  will  be  con- 
venient to  deal  with  Ireland,  England, 
and  Scotland  in  one  Bill  if  it  be  possible, 
and  I  will  consider  the  best  method  of 
attaining  that  object. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that,  as  the  Irish  Members  feel 
that  Ireland  is  vitally  interested  in  the 
English  clause,  it  will  be  their  duty  to 
put  down  all  their'  Amendments  on  the 
English  clause. 

THE  ORDERS  OP  THE  DAT. 
Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  I  have  to 
ask  whether  the  attention  of  the  leader 
of  the  House  has  been  drawn  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  Notice  Paper  for  this  day, 
there  appearing  upon  it  75  Orders,  30  of 
which  are  Government  Orders ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  late  period  of 
the  Session,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  consider  the  desirability  of  making 
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a  final  and  definite  statement  on  the 
subject  of  the  measures  to  be  proceeded 
with  by  the  Government  this  Session  ? 
•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  cannot  answer 
a  question  of  that  kind  without  notice. 
The  course  taken  by  the  Government 
to-night  is  evidence  of  their  desire  to 
afford  every  opportunity  to  the  House  of 
making  progress  with  business. 

Mr.  DILLON:  I  shall  repeat  the 
question  to-morrow,  because,  whatever 
course  may  be  adopted  with  reference  to 
the  Local  Taxation  Bill,  I  think  there  is 
no  hope  of  our  transacting  all  this  busi- 
ness appaaring  on  the  Order  Paper. 

THB  INCIDENCE  OF  IMPERIAL 
TAXATION. 
Me.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  wish 
to  remind  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer that  a  long  time  has  elapsed  since 
tiie  Government  undertook  to  nominate 
immediately  a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  financial  relations  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  I 
wiU  now  ask  him  to  say  definitely  on 
what  day  the  terms  of  the  Reference  will 
appear  on  the  Paper  f 
■  Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  think  I  can  under- 
take to  bring  the  matter  forward  to- 
morrow. So  that  there  may  be  agree- 
ment on  the  terms  of  Reference,  I  will 
consult  hon.  Members  who  are  interested 
in  the  subject. 

THB  PROCLAMATION  OF  A  MEETING 
AT  NORTHAMPTON. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Home  Secretary  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  meeting  intended  to  be  held  in 
opposition  to  the  Local  Taxation  Bill  in 
the  Market  Place,  Northampton,  on 
Sunday,  was  prohibited  by  the  Borough 
Magistrates  on  Saturday ;  whether  the 
Magistrates  have  any  right  to  prohibit  a 
meeting  of  law-abiding  citizens;  and 
whether  there  is  any  special  penalty 
attaching  to  any  one  attending  such  a 
meeting  af  tsr  this  prohibition  1 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  afraid  the 
question  involves  some  difficult  points  of 
law,  and  I  must  have  notice  before 
giving  a  full  answer.  I  assume  that  the 
Magistrates  had  reasonable  ground  for 
anticipating  that  there  would  be  a 
breach  of  the  peace  or  some  disorder. 

Me.  BRADLAUGH  :  With  reference 
to  .  the  answer  just  given,  1  will  ask 
whether  the  Queen's  Bench  Division 
Mr.  Dillon 


has  not  positively  decided  that  Magis- 
trates have  no  authority  whatever  to 
prohibit  a  meeting  which  seems  likely 
to  endanger  the  public  peace  ;  and 
whether  this  is  not  laid  down  in  every 
recent  text-book  ? 

Sib  W.  LAWSON  :  I  have  to  ask 
whether  the  disorder  anticipated  at 
Northampton  was  anticipated  to  come 
from  the  promoters  of  the  meeting  or 
from  the  supporters  of  the  Government  t 

THE  INDIAN   COTTN0IL8  BILL. 
Me.  BRADLAUGH  :   To  what    day 
will  the  Indian  Councils  Bill  be   post- 
poned? 
•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  Next  Monday.  * 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — Municipal 
Elections  (Scotland)  Bill ;  Kew  and 
Petersham  Vicarage  Bill,  without  amend- 
ments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled 
"  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  in  regard 
to  the  Education  of  Blind  and  Deaf-mnte 
Children  in  Scotland."  Education  of 
Blind  and  Deaf- Mute  Children  (Scotland) 
Bill  [LordsJ. 

MOTioys. 


POLICE  (SCOTLAND)   BIU,. 

Oa  Motion  of  The  Lord  Advocate,  Bill  to 
make  proviaion  respecting  the  pensions, 
allowances,  and  f^ratuities  of  Police  Constables 
in  Scotland,  and  their  widows  and  children, 
and  to  make  other  provisions  respectinjc  the 
Police  of  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  hrooght  in  by 
The  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  flnt  time.  [Bill  353.] 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE - 
ABRIDGED  PROCEDURE  ON  PARTLY 
CONSIDERED  BILLS. 
•(5.11.)  Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  In 
moving  the  appointment  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Procedure,  I  shall  not  de- 
tain the  Houso  for  more  than  a  few 
minutes,  as  the  object  in  view  was  ex- 
plained a  few  days  ago.  In  submitting 
this  Motion  we  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  experience  and  thought  of  rig'ht 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  because  it  is  one  of  those  ques- 
tions on  which  I  should  strongly  depre- 
cate any  vital  difference  of  opinion. 
During  the  last  50  years  frequent  at- 
tempts have   been   made   to  deal  'with 
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this  qaestioa  in  this  and  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  It  has  been  felt 
that  some  method  of  procedure  which 
would  save  the  time  of  the  House  and 
enable  it  to  be  more  us  3f  ally  directed  to 
the  consideration  of  measures  of  great 
detail  would  be  exceedingly  valuable. 
The  system  suggested  exists  in  many 
other  Parliaments  in  Europe  and  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
one  which  I  think  the  Parliaments  who 
have  adopted  it  would  be  extremely  loth 
to  part  with.  I  do  not  propose  to  enter 
into  any  long  statement  with  regard  to 
the  Standing  Order  which  I  had  intended 
to  submit  to  the  House.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  more  respectful  to  the 
Committee  that  they  should  be  left  per- 
fectly free  and  they  should  be  asked  to 
consider  the  form  of  procedure.  It  will 
be  the  duty  of  the  Govei'nment  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Committee  the  Standing 
Order  which  they  had  drawn  up,  and 
whicb  it  had  been  intended  to  submit  to 
tiie  Hoose.  I  will  only  remark  that  the 
view  of  the  Government,  as  expressed 
in  the  Standing  Order,  was  confined  en- 
tirely to  Bills  originating  in  the  Housa 
of  Commons.  It  did  not  propose  to  deal 
with  Bills  which  originated  in  the  other 
House  or  which  have  come  down  to  us 
from  that  House,  but  it  was  intended  to 
provide  for  the  House  of  Commons  im- 
proved methods  of  dealing  with  their 
own  Bills  and  Bills  which  require  care- 
ful and  exhaustive  consideration.  I  tmst 
I  shall  be  excused  if  I  refrain  from  do- 
ing anything  more  than  expressing  an 
earnest  desire  that  the  consideration  of 
this  important  subject  will  result  in  an 
arrangement  that  will  increase  the  use- 
fulness and  maintain  the  high  character 
of  this  House.     I  move  the  Besolution. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  he  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  by  means  of  aa  abridged  form 
of  Procedure,  or  otherwise,  the  consideration  of 
Bills,  -which  have  been  partly  considered  in 
this  Houne  could  be  facilitated  in  the  next 
ensuing  Session  of  the  same  Parliament." — 
(i/r.  William  Senrj/  Smith.) 

Mb.  W.  B.  GLADSTONE :  I  can  only 
say  that  I  hope  the  few  words  I  intend 
to  speak  on  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  have  the  efEeot  of  pro- 
moting a  speedy  and  summary  decision. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  exhibited 
a  conciliatory  spirit  in  adopting  the  idea 
that  the  important  suggestion  he  desired 


to  make  to  the  House  should  go  before  a 
Select  Committee — a  course  agreeable  to 
precedents  in  similar  cases  and  agreeable 
also  to  the  reason  of  the  case.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said  one  or  two 
words  on  the  subject  of -the  Standing 
Order  of  which  he  had  previously  given 
notice,  and  into  that  I  think  it  is  better 
I  should  not  attempt  to  follow  him ;  it  is 
better  to  leave  the  matter  entirely  free 
and  open  for  the  unprejudiced  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee.  It  is  obviona 
that  under  the  terms  of  reference  the 
Committee  will  be  in  a  condition  either 
to  adopt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Standing  Order  or  to  recommend  any 
other,  or  to  suggest  proceeding  by  Bill, 
or  to  make  any  report  they  think  properi 
I  recognise  that,  in  proposing  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  kind,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  assume  a  leadership  and 
responsibility,  and  to  submit  something 
to  the  House  for  its  consideration.  That 
being  so,  I  have  no  doubt  that  my  hon. 
Friend  behind  me,  who  gave  notice  of  a 
Motion,  will  have  something  to  say; 
But  I  earnestly  hope  that,  pressed  as  we 
are  with  business,  and  having  another 
matter  immediately  before  as  for  con- 
sideration when  this  is  disposed  of,  we 
may  get  to  that  subject  as  soon  as  possible. 
Therefore,  I  hope  the  House  will  allow 
the  question  raised  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  be  put  from  the  Chair  as 
speedily  as  possible. 

(5.17.)  Me.  a.  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.):  Surely,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  do  not 
require  a  Select  Committee  to  tell  us 
whether  by  means  of  an  abridged  form  of 
procedure  we  can  facilitate  the  business 
of  the  House.  We  could  answer  that 
question  at  once,  and  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  question  is,  is  it  desirable  to 
adopt  such  a  means  of  facilitating  the 
business.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  terms 
of  reference  to  the  Select  Committee,  as 
they  are  now  worded,  will  confine  the 
inquiry  to  the  most  formal  and  bald 
point ;  and,  in  fact,  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  can  be  at  once  foreseen. 
•(5.19.)  Mb.  BRADLAUGH:  The 
Resolution  is  intended  to  effect  what 
ought  to  be  effected  by  direct  enactment. 
There  is  a  precedent  going  very  near  to 
this  to  be  found  in  the  1  Geo.  IV.,  cap. 
101,  sec.  4,  with  reference  to  Indian 
Divorce  Bills,  and  I  believe  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  which 
is  not  yet  in  print,  proposes  to  do  exactly 
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what  ires  declared  could  not  be  done  in 
that  case,  i.e.,  to  continae  Bills  from  one 
Session  to  another.  He  is  proposing  to  do 
by  CTasion  that  which  certainly,  accord- 
ing to  precedent,  should  be  done  by 
direct  enactment.  As  this  precedent 
does  not  appear  in  the  Paper  of  prece- 
dents circulated  this  morning,  I  felt  it 
my  duty  to  call  attention  to  it. 

(6.20.)  Mb.  WHITBREAD  (Bed- 
ford) :  1  do  not  want  to  prolong  the 
diaonssion,  especially  after  the  appeal  so 
yety  generously  made  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
bat  I  most  say  I  think  it  is  open  to 
remark  that  the  proposals  of  the  Goyem- 
inent  have  been  made  hastUy  and  with- 
out that  careful  consideration  which  this 
House  has  always  been  accustomed  to 
giye  when  its  Rules  of  Procedure  are 
proposed  to  be  altered.  The  timely 
intervention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  saved  the 
Gk>vemment  from  committing  a  tremen- 
dous blander,  and  from  taking  a  step  as 
revolutionary  as  it  is  possible  to  imagine 
with  regard  to  public  business.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  now  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  harks  back  to  sound  prece- 
dent in  dealing  with  this  question. 
I  think  his  Motion  should  have  been 
more  carefully  worded.  He  tells  us  now 
it  is  not  proposed  that  this  new  Rule  or 
Standing  Order  shall  apply  to  Bills 
coming  from  the  House  of  Lords.  But 
the  Notice  he  gave  the  other  night  said 
nothing  about  that.  It  is  most  import- 
ant that  the  proposed  Standing  Chder 
should  not  apply  to  Bills  coming  from 
the  Lords,  but  the  Order  which  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  was  intending 
to  thrust  upon  the  House  said  nothing 
about  excluding  such  Bills.  That  Notice 
certainly  excluded  Money  Bills  and  Bills 
coming  back  from  the  Lords  with 
Amendments,  and  I  should  think  the 
exclusion  of  those  Bills  meant  the  inclu- 
sion of  all  others.  I,  for  one,  should  not 
tacitly  assent  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee  but  for  the  assurance  of  the 
First  Lord  that  the  Rule  will  not  apply 
to  Bills  coming  from  the  Lords.  It 
would  be  a  very  grave  matter  to  allow  it 
to  so  apply.  Let  us  take  a  hypothetical 
case.  In  one  Session  this  House  might 
be  engaged  on  a  very  contentions  Bill, 
and  send  it  up  to  the  Lords,  who,  under 
the  Standing  Order,  send  it  over  to  the 
next  Session.  But,  before  the  Session 
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arrived,  public  opinion  becomes  so  mui- 
fest  against  the  Bill  that  the  Government 
cannot  rely  even  upon  its  own  majoritj 
to  carry  the  Bill.  Yet,  if  the  Lonb 
chose,  they  could  pass  it  without  Amend- 
ment, and  the  House  could  not  prevent 
them  doing  so.  That  would  be  a  very 
grave  thing.  I  protest  against  tiie 
modern  practice  of  constantly  rushing  to 
a  change  in  the  Rules  of  Procedure  to 
meet  tixe  temporary  exigencies  of  tiie 
Government.  The  House  has  had  nearl; 
enough  of  such  changes  in  late  yean, 
changes  which  have  not  been  iortaiuie 
in  their  result.  I  doubt  whether  they  are 
calculated  to  expedite  public  businesL 
I  am  glad  the  First  Lord  has  been  pre- 
vented setting  another  precedent.  A 
Parliament  armed  with  the  Closure,  wUdi 
was  granted  for  tlie  purpose  of  bringing 
protracted  Debates  to  an  end,  but  whidi 
has  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  forcing 
through  the  House  Bills  vitally  affecting 
the  liberties  of  the  subject — a  Parlis- 
ment  which  has  been  tiie  first  of  all 
Parliaments  to  declare  itself  incompetent 
to  deal  with  questions  affecting  the 
character  and  honour  of  its  Mem- 
bers, has  done  enough  in  the  way 
of  setting  bad  precedents.  I  believe 
that  the  Parliamentary  di£Scalty  u 
merely  a  symptom  on  the  surface.  You 
must  look  much  deeper  for  the  real  evil 
There  is  some  danger  in  these  days  of 
depending  too  much  on  violent  Bolutiras 
of  temporary  difBcnlties.  The  House 
must  not  lose  its  ^th  in  the  power  of 
argument  as  an  effective  weapon ;  it  must 
not  depend  too  much  on  mere  mechanical 
forces  and  rules.  I  would  much  rather 
try  to  work  on  under  the  old  rules  than 
fly  to  others  the  evils  of  which  we  know 
not  of. 

(5.30.)  Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  :  I  do  not  wish  to  carry  iiaa 
conversation  further,  and  my  only  object 
in  rising  is  to  enter  a  caveat  in  regard  to 
the  observations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr. 
Gladstone),  who  appeared  to  be  under 
the  impression  that  there  would  be 
before  the  Committee  only  two  alterna- 
tives, namely,  to  recommend  that  ihe 
procedure  for  canying  this  change  into 
effect  shall  be  either  by  Standing  Order 
or  by  Bill.     There  was  a  third  course. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  Or  not  to 
proceed  at  all. 
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Mb.  J.  LOWTHER :  That  jnst  covers 
tiie  point  I  desire  to  make.  I  do  not 
want  the  House  to  be  under  the  itnpres- 
flion  that  there  is  a  nniversal  concurrence 
in  favour  of  doing  anything  at  all.  There 
are  manj  Members  -who  object  altogether 
to  the  principle  of  the  proposed  system 
■of  piecemeal  legislation.  The  Committee 
•will  have  the  power,  aud  I  hope  will 
■exercife  it,  of  reporting  against  any 
•change  of  rales. 

(6.32.)  Me.  T.  M.  HBALT  (Longford, 
N.) :  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  was  much 
too  indulgent  to  Her  Majesty's  Govem- 
meat.  The  House,  no  doubt,  is  always 
willing,  upon  good  cause  shown,  to 
re-consider  the  question  of  its  pro- 
cedure, but  the  fact  ought  not  to  be 
overlooked  that  this  proposed  change  in 
procedure,  and  this  demand  for  a 
Committee,  is  due  to  the  reckless 
endeavour  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  drive  three  coaches  abreast  through 
Temple  Bar.  But  for  the  condition  in 
which  the  business  of  the  Session  now 
is,  owing  to  the  mismanagement  of  the 
Grovernment,  no  such  proposed  change 
as  this  would  have  been  dreamt  of.  The 
suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gtentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee,  was  only  a 
counter-proposal  to  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  as  such  was  deserving  of 
respectful  consideration.  But  the  con- 
dition is  quite  different  when  the 
Ck>vemment  bring  forward  this  proposal, 
and  ask  us  to  accept  the  Committee 
without  discussion  and  without  protest. 
How  is  this  Committee  to  be  constituted  ? 
Are  the  Government  going  to  put  on 
•only  their  sworn  supporters  and  leave 
out  Members  who  hold  independent 
views  on  this  subject,  like  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Thanet  (Mr. 
J.  Lowther)  ?  I  sat  on  a  Committee  on 
public  business  in  1886.  It  was  a  very 
strong  Committee.  It  was  presided 
over  by  the  present  chief  of  the  Liberal 
Unionist  Party  (Lord  Haitington),  and 
among  its  members  was  the  present 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Sir  M. 
Hicks  Beach).  We  considered  the  ques- 
tion of  procedure  for  over  a  month,  and 
the  Conservative  Government,  in  the 
following  Session,  came  down  to  the 
House  with  Kesolutions,  in  which  they 
ignored  every  recommendation  we  made. 
You  are  now  going  to  constitute  a  fresh 
VOL.  CCCXLV.       [thied  series.] 


Committee.  Yon  do  not  ask  that  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  which  is  a  most 
impartial  body,  whose  authority  we  are 
all  ready  to  recognise,  should  appoint 
the  members  of  the  Committee.  I  object 
entirely  to  the  terms  in  which  this 
Resolution  has  been  placed  on  the  Paper. 
We  listened  with  great  respect  to  the 
very  weighty  words  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bedford  (Mr.  Whitbread).  It  is 
easy  to  say  that  if  you  have  written  a 
letter  over  night,  you  can  tear  it  up  in 
the  morning,  but  there  is  an  important 
point  to  consider  with  regard  to  the 
Honse  of  Lords.  Conservative  Members 
know  very  well  that  no  Tory  Bill  sent 
up  to  the  Honse  of  Lords  will  ever 
be  rejected  or  suspended  by  that  body. 
But,  supposing  a  Lijseral  Govern- 
ment  gets  in,  and  passes  a  Home 
Rule  Bill,  is  it  to  be  tolerated 
that  the  Honse  of  Lords  should,  by 
Resolution,  hang  that  Bill  up  for  Session 
after  Session  ?  As  an  Irishman  I  look 
back  with  reverence  to  the  period  at 
which  this  House  was  able  to  consider 
questions  of  procedure  without  reference 
to  this  eternal  Irish  question.  Yon  are 
now  beginning  to  consider  every  question 
of  procedure  with  reference  to  the  way 
in  which  the  Irish  difficulty  is  likely  to 
afFect  yon.  It  is  a  most  unfortunate 
state  of  things,  but  we  are  bound,  as 
Irishmen,  to  look  at  the  way  in  which 
procedure  proposals  are  put  forward.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  accept  the  suggestion 
that  this  is  a  matter  that  can  be  dealt 
with  at  all  by  a  Committee.  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  if  this  House 
is  to  be  protected  from  the  House  of 
Lords,  the  procedure  must  be  by  Bill. 
We  do  not'  need  a  Committee.  This  is 
not  a  domestic  proposal,  but  a  proposal 
affecting  Bills  in  the  other  House.  Then, 
Sir,  there  is  a  snake  in  the  grass.  The 
Committee  are  to  consider  the  case  of 
Bills  that  have  been  partly  dealt  with  in 
this  House.  Why  should  they  not  also 
consider  Bills  wluoh  have  been  wholly 
dealt  with  by  this  House,  and  rejected 
by  the  House  of  Lords  ?  Why  should 
not  such  Bills  be  revived  by  a  single 
Resolution,  and  sent  back  to  the  House 
of  Lords  once  morel  If  the  House  were 
candid  in  this  business  they  would  deal 
with  the  question  as  a  whole.  It  is  a 
most  unfortunate  thing  that  the  proposal 
should  be  made  to  change  the  entire 
forms  of  Parliamentary  procedure  because 
3  0 
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of  an  abandoned  and  shipwrecked 
Licensing  Bill.  Yon  have  dropped  year 
Licensing  Clanses,  but  the  virus  of  them 
is  to  remain.  I  would  have  voted  for  a 
Committee  as  a  condition  precedent ;  as 
a  palliative ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 
accede  to  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  initiate  a  proposal  to  which  I 
object  in  toto.  To  proceed  by  way  of  a 
Bill  is  our  only  saf^uard,  and  I  think 
the  Conservative.  Party  ought  to  hesitate 
before  allowing  a  proposal  to  be  passed 
which  has  simply  been  provoked  by  the 
mismanagement  and  the  misconduct  of 
the  GU>vemment  themselves. 

(5.46.).  Me.  E.  ROBERTSON 
(Dimdee)  :  I  do  not  quite  agree  with  the 
letter,  although  I  sympathise  with  the 
spirit,  of  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member*  for  Longford  (Mr.  T. 
Healy).  The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea 
suiy  admits  that  the  principle  of  the 
Motion  is,  that  when  the  House  of 
Commons  has  once  expressed  its 
opinion  on  a  definite  legislative  pro- 
posal, and  that  proposal  has  not  been 
carried  into  law,  it  is  a  sheer  waste  of 
time  to  go  over  the  proposal  again 
in  the  succeeding  Session.  But  the 
Motion  does  not  entirely  carry  out  the 
principle,  and  our  objection  is  that  the 
Motion  does  not  go  far  enough.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  says  he  does 
not  wish  to  tie  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee, but  he  does  tie  the  hands  of  the 
Committee.  The  blot  upon  the  Motion 
is  the  introduction  of  the  word  "  partly," 
and  I  suggest  that  that  word  should  be 
omitted,  so  that  the  Motion  would  read, 
"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  the  means  of  an 
abridged  form  of  procedure,  or  other- 
wise, the  consideration  of  Bills  which 
have  been  conside^red  in  this  House, 
could  be  facilitated  in  the  next  ensuing 
Session  of  the  same  Parliament."  The 
object  of  my  suggestion  is  perfectly 
obvious.  I  wish  that  when  we  have 
completely  passed  a  legislative  proposal, 
and  when  that  leg^lative  proposal  has 
failed,  solely  because  the  House  of  Lords 
has  not  accepted  it,  we  should  not  be 
compelled  to  go  through  the  labour  of 
sending  it  up  again  to  the  House  of 
Lords.  I  have  a  perfectly  good  prece- 
dent for  what  I  propose.  Substantially, 
this  proposal  has  been  made  by  the  House 
of  Lords  itself.  On  page  4  of  the  Paper 
on  Parliament  Proceedings,  which  has 
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been  put  into   our  hands  to-day,  it   i» 
stated  that  a  Select  Committee  of  the  . 
House  of   Lords,  which    sat   in   1861, 
resolved  : — 

"That  it ^18  expedient  in  certain  cases  to- 
adopt  aa  abridi^ed  form  of  proceeding  witb 
refernnce  to  Bill*  which  shall  be  again  brought, 
before  this  House  after  having  been  passed  by 
it  in  the  immediately  proceeding  .Session  ot 
the  same  Parliament." 

That  is  substantially  what  I  am  urging  on 
the  Government.  Then,  the  same  Com- 
mittee resolved : — 

"  That,  on  a  Resolution  being  moved  ifaat 
it  is  expedient  again  to  pass  and  lo  send  to  ihe? 
other  House  for  its  concurrence,  any  such  Bill, 
the  question  shall  be  put  whether  the  Hoase- 
will  agree  to  the  same,  and,  on  such  Resolutioik 
being  agreed  to,  the  -Bill  to  which  it  rel&te» 
shall  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  other  House  for 
its  concurrence,  without  any  further  questioi^ 
being  put  or  any  debate  allowed." 

These  Resolutions  absolutely  carry  out: 
the  purpose  I  have  in  view.  There  is- 
only  one  condition  in  the  House  of  Lords'' 
programme  to  which  I  take  exception, 
and  that  is  that  the  arrangement  should 
only  apply  to  Bills  which  have  not  been 
passed  in  the  House  of  Lords  be- 
cause there  was  not  time.  I  propose 
it  should  apply  to  all  Bills  which 
have  failed  to  paas  either  House,  what- 
ever the  reason.  If  this  Motion 
is  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  a  Standing- 
Order  of  the  House,  I  appeal  to  my 
Colleagues  on  these  Benches  to  insist 
upon  the  adoption  of  my  proposal.  The 
Tory  Party  have  a  reserve  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  but  we  have  not.  A  Conserva- 
tive Bill,  when  once  through  this  House, 
is  perfectly  certain  of  passutg  through 
the  House  of  Lords  ;  hut,  as  things  stand 
at  present,  the  House  of  Lords  can  oom- 
pel  this  House,  when  Liberals  are  in  a 
inajority,eitherto  dissolve  or  to  waste  time 
in  going  through  its  legislative  proposals 
once  again.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  most  magnanimously  appealed  to  his 
followers  not  to  interpose  any  factious  oppo- 
sition totheOovemment's proposal.  I  shall 
respect  that  appeal,  but  I  most  respects 
fully  place  on  record  my  protest  against 
the  limited  reference  which  is  being' 
made  to  this  Committee.  I  son  not  pre- 
pared to  move  an  Amendment  at  this 
stage,  because  I  understand  that  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  must,  to  be 
efEective,  be  embodied  in  a  Standing 
Order  or  Bill.  When  the  Standing  Order 
or  Bill  is  before  us,  we  shall,  if  necessary. 
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exercise  our  right  to  propose  to  widen 
.its  scope. 

•(5.54.)  Cactain  VBRNEY  (Backs, 
N.) :  I  wish  to  emphasise  what  has 
fallen  from  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Qangway  as  to  the  extremely  bald 
nature  of  the  words  of  this  Besolution. 
Hon.  Members  have  pointed  out  that  the 
words  of  the  Besolution  admit  of  only  one 
reply,  namely,  "Yes."  Hon.  Gentlemen 
have  lost  sight  of  the  fiict  that  previous 
Select  Committees  replied  to  these  words 
in  the  negative.  One  Committee  sat  in 
1848.  In  1861  a  strong  Committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  proposal,  and 
reported  that  the  objections  were 
grave  and  numerous,  and  that  the 
adoption  of  the  proposal  would  give  in- 
creased facilities  for  retarding  legislation. 
That,  I  think,  is  an  answer  in  the  nega- 
tive to  the  question  which  the  Resolution, 
on  the  face  of  it,  seems  to  carry.  Perhaps 
one  of  the  most  important  questions 
which  is  touched  by  this  Resolution  is 
that  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Grown.  If 
the  House  of  Commons  is  able  to  carry  a 
Bill  on  to  the  next  Session,  and  the  proro- 
gation of  Parliament  does  not  put  an  end 
of  the  Bill,  that  is  a  restriction  or  limit- 
ing of  the  prerc^tive  of  the  Crown.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  sanction  of  the 
Crown  must  firat  be  obtained,  there  is 
an  enlargement  of  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  because  it  will  enable  the 
Crown  to  interfere  with  legislation  before 
it  has  passed  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  by  itself  is  fatal 
to  this  proposal.  Perhaps  I  may  call 
attention  to  a  speech  made  upon  this 
subject  by  Sir  George  Lewis  in  1861. 
He  said — 

"  I  tmat  the  House  will  not  think  my  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Palmerston)  has  made  his  Motion 
for  the  Select  Committee  upon  this  question 
npon  a  light  ground  or  for  any  object  of  the 
Government." 

We  have  this  Motion  made  to-day  for  a 
special  and  specific  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

"The  Uonse  will  probably  bear  in  mind  that 
last  Session  there  were  several  Motions  pre- 
sented to  it  on  the  subject  ot  its  Forms  of 
Proceeding,  and  certainly  we  do  not  submit  it 
with  any  selfish  view  of  our  own." 

We  have  this  proposal  made  without 
notice  and  without  any  demand  for  it, 
made  solely  to  serve  the  selfish  ends  of 
the  Government.  In  the  sajne  Debate, 
Mr.  Newdegate  said — 


"  He  was  greatly  indebted  to  the  noble  Lord 
the  head  of  the  Government  for  repeating 
the  pledge  he  gave  last  Session,  that  he  would 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to 
consider  the  best  method  of  expediting  the  prO' 
gress  of  business." 

The  difference  between  the  Resolution 
then  proposed  and  that  proj>osed  to-day 
was  that  there  was  a  deliberate  wish  ex- 
pressed that  the  business  should  be 
expedited,  whereas  to-day  no  such  wish 
had  been  expressed.  Then  Sir  John 
Pakington,  speaking  in  the  same 
Debate,  said — 

"  The  great  cause  of  the  legislative  fractures 
of  last  Session  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  Govern. 
m?nt  rather  than  to  the  House.  They  were 
very  largely  due  to  the  programme  of  the- 
Mioistry,  for  when  they  called  upon  us  to  con- 
sider a  French  Treaty  most  complicated,  a 
Keform  Bill,  and  a  Bankruptcy  Bill,  with  500- 
clauses,  all  in  one  Session,  their  experience 
must  have  taught  them  that  such  a  thing  was. 
simply  impossible." 

These  words  are  applicable  to  to-day.  • 
The  Government  have  attempted  to 
drive  three  first-class  Bills  through  the 
House,  and  that  is  why  we  find  ourselves 
in  the  present  position,  and  not  from  any 
inadequacy  in  the  Procedure  of  the 
House.  This  question  came  before  a 
Select  Committee  in  1838,  and  the  Com- 
mittee reported — 

"  Your  Committee  venture  to  express  lie 
opinion  that  the  satisfact  ory  conduct  and  suc- 
cessful progress  of  the  business  of  the  House  - 
must  mainly  depend  on  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, holding,  as  they  do,  the  chief  control 
over  its  management.  They  believe  that 
by  a  careful  preparation  of  mpaaures,  their 
«-aTly  introduction,  a  judiciuus  distribution  of 
business,  and  the  order  and  method  in  which 
business  is  conducted,  the  Government  might 
contribute,  in  an  essential  degree,  to  the  easy 
and  convenient  conduct  of  business." 

The  present  Government  have  got  into  a 
muddle.  They  have  tried  to  force  through 
the  House  this  Session  more  than  is  pos- 
sible ;  they  have  shown  a  want  of  tact  and 
judgment  in  the  conduct  of  the  business 
they  have  brought  before  the  House,  and 
then,  as  a  last  resort,  instead  of  endeavour- 
ine  to  conduct  the  business  in  an  orderly 
way,  they  have  come  to  the  House  and 
asked  for  an  alteration  of  the  Rules  of 
Procedure.  If  a  Committee  is  appointed 
upon  the  Rules  of  Procedure  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Resolu~ 
tion,  I  do  not  think  the  House  will  be 
any  further  advanced.  This  bald  Resolu- 
tion will  not  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  case.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
3  0  2 
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bas  given  as  no  reason  why  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  appointed ;  but  though 
he  was  careful  to  avoid  it,  we  all  know 
the  reason.  If  the  Committee  is  appointed 
and  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
the  Resolution,  I  do  not  think  its  Report 
can  suggest  anything  that  will  advance 
the  progrees  of  public  business. 

(6.1.)  Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  We 
have  not  had  stated  the  reaaon  why 
this  Committee  is  to  be  appointed,  but, 
as  I  understand,  the  reason  alleged  some 
time  ago  for  a  proposal  to  alter  pro- 
cedure was  to  afiord  the  House  some 
relief  from  the  condition  in  which  public 
business  is  in  the  present  Session.  But 
can  this  Committee  afford  us  relief  in 
the  present  Session )  By  the  nature  of 
things  it  cannot.  The  B«port  of  the 
Oommittee  and  any  suggestions  made 
in  that  Report  for  the  conduct'of  business 
cannot  affect  the  present  Session ;  there- 
.{ore,  all  the  reason  for  its  appointment 
vanishes,  and  there  is  no  urgency  for  it. 
This  being  admitted — and  I  do  not  see 
how  it  can  be  gainsaid — the  Government 
having  put  forward  no  plea  of  urgency, 
is  it  not  in  the  highest  d^^e  desirable 
that  any  Committ«e  appointed  to  con- 
sider procedure  should  be  a  Committee 
to  deal  with  other  equally  or  mom  im- 
portant questions  which  might  be  brought 
'  before  it  ?  No  one  can  have  failed  to 
have  been  impressed  by  what  fell  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bedford  (Mr. 
Whitbread),  a  Member  of  unparalleled 
knowledge  and  experience  of  procedure. 
That  hon.  Member  pointed  out  the 
extreme  undesirability  and  inconvenience 
of  continually  having  recurrence  to 
alterations  of  procedure  in  this  House, 
and  we  have  had  a  long  experience  now, 
even  many  of  us  whose  service  here  has 
been  very  much  shorter  than  that  of  the 
hon.  Member,  of  the  result  of  the 
Government  having  recourse  to  an 
Alteration  of  Rales  to  meet  a  specific 
purpose.  Lst  us  judge  by  the  result  of 
experience.  What  has  been  the  result 
of  all  the  alterations  since  1877?  The 
result  is  that  in  this  Session  public  busi- 
ness is  in  an  unparalleled  condition, 
worse  than  ever  it  was  in  any  Session 
before  the  passing  of  the  four  successive 
alterations  in  procedure.  After  all  these 
alterations  the  Government  have  landed 
us  in  this  condition,  and  notr,  instead  of 
looking  at  the  question  from  a  broad  and 
statesmanlike  point  of  view ;  instead  of 
Captain  Verney 


dealing  with  the  whole  subject  with  a 
view  to  the  future ;  instead  of  insti- 
tuting inquiry  by  a  Committee  which 
would  take  into  consideration  not 
only  the  general  question  of  pro- 
cedure, the  leng^  of  the  Session, 
and  so  forth,  bnt  which  also  should  be 
empowered  to  consider  how  it  has  arisen 
that,  in  spite  of  repeated  alterations,  we 
have  business  in  this  state  of  confusion 
and  arre&r,  we  have  this  bald  and  timid 
proposal.  Now,  I  propose  to  move  an 
Amendment ;  and  my  idea  is  that  if  it 
should  be  found  necessary  to  proceed 
once  more  to  the  alteration  of  our  Rules, 
then  the  Committee  should  be  empowered 
to  take  into  consideration  other  things ; 
for  instance,  that  most  valuable  proposal 
in  relation  to  the  time  of  prorogation  made 
by  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  Bridgeton  Division  (Sir  G.  Tre- 
velyan),  a  proposal  which  seemed  to 
recommend  itself  generally  to  the  House. 
I  think  this  proposal  carries  far  greater 
hope  of  solid  improvement  in  tbe  business 
of  the  House  than  anything  contained  in 
the  Resolution  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith).  The  Com- 
mittee ought  to  inquire  into  the  general 
management  of  business  during  the 
Session,  and  also  into  that  question 
which  seems  to  be  one  of  growing  im- 
portance— the  practice  of  postponing  the 
Estimates  to  the  very  end  of  the  Session. 
There  are  many  other  questions  that 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
when  a  Committee  sits  upon  procednre ; 
and  I  want  to  know  what  consideratdons 
prevent  the  reference  of  these  to  tiie 
Committee,  for  we  have  had  no  groands 
of  urgency  put  forward,  no  reason  why 
the  Committee  should  be  confined  to  the 
narrow  terms  of  reference  read  out  to 
the  House  P  If  the  question  of  procedure 
is  to  be  opened  at  all,  the  Committee 
should  be  left  free  to  consider  the  whole 
conduct  of  business;  the  period  of 
assembling,  the  period  of  prorogation,  and 
all  other  matters  touching  the  business 
of  the  House.  The  extreme  incon- 
venience of  the  proposal  that  has  been 
made  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bedford,  and  I  can  add 
nothing  to  the  weight  of  his  statement ; 
{  but  I  think  Conservative  Members  should 
I  hesitate  before  they  assent  to  the  pro- 
posal. We  know  that  in  America,  and 
in  Democratic  forms  of  Government, 
the  most  extreme  Radical  section  &7oar 
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the  most  violent  alterations  in  Porlia- 
mentuy  procednre.  If  yon  set  us  the 
example  of  continual  alteration  of  Bales 
for  a  specific  purpose  without  allowing 
the  Committee  to  consider  the  suhject  in 
all  its  bearings — if  jou  set  us  this 
example  of  recurring  to  an  alteration  of 
procedure  when  the  Government  get 
into  difficulties,  you  will  find  the  Badical 
Party  very  apt  to  follow  the  precedent 
you  set;  and  the  time  may  come  when 
you  will  find  yourselves,  ua  in  Opposi- 
tion, tightly  fettered,  and  we  shall  refer 
to  this  example  you  are  now  setting  us. 
This  Motion  was  originally  announced 
on  the  plea  that  the  business  of  the 
country  could  not  be  done  in  the  present 
Session ;  bnt  what  relief  will  this  Motion 
bring  to  business  in  the  present  Session, 
and  what  relief  in  the  approaching 
Session?  Absolutely  no  relief  at  all, 
except  that,  possibly,  if  the  Committee 
report  favourably,  you  may  spare  the 
House  two  or  three  days'  discussion  on 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Bill.  Now,  are  Conservative  and 
Independent  Members  of  the  House  pre- 
pared to  set  this  precedent,  that  they 
are  ready  to  alter  uie  procedure  of  the 
House  of  Commons  for  no  purpose 
under  the  sun  except  to  save  three 
days'  discussion  on  the  Irish  Land 
Purchase  Bill  ?  What  other  result  can 
follow  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee with  this  reference?  True,  we 
may  be  spared  the  re-discussion  of  this 
Bill  on  Second  Beading,  but  in  order  to 
secure  that  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  is 
prepared  to  sacrifice  at  least  two 
nights  of  the  present  Session  when  the 
Government  are  driven  to  the  greatest 
extremity  for  time.  We  are  placed  in 
an  unparalleled  position,  and  the  only 
proposal  the  Government  make  for 
relief  is  that  we  shall  waste  one  or  two 
more  nights  in  discossing  a  change  of 
procedure  which  can  give  us  no  relief 
this  Session,  and  can  give  us  but  trifling 
relief  next  Session.  In  the  whole  his- 
tory of  Parliament  never  was  a  more 
inane  set  of  proposals  submitted  for  the 
relief  of  public  business.  I  shall  say  no 
more  on  this  aspect  of  the  question.  I 
propose  to  move  an  addition  to  the 
Resolution  in  the  following  terms : — 

*'  And  by  what  means  it  can  be  secured  that 
the  cunsidenttion  of  Supply  shall  be  taken 
before  some  fixtd  date." 

I  do  not  see  what  good  purpose  the 
Committee  is  to  serve  as  regaords    this 


Session ;  but  if  the  Committee  is  to  be 
appointed,  the  time  has  come  when  this 
serious  growing  grievance  should  be 
brought  under  notice  and  carefully  con- 
sidered  ;  that  this  portion  of  the  business 
of  the  country,  the  first  mentioned  in 
the  Queen's  Speech  to  the  House,  which 
is  the  primary  and  essential  duty  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  legislation  if  it  becomes  a  ques- 
tion of  choice,  that  this  business  should 
be  postponed  to  suit  the  convenience 
of  Ministers  to  such  a  period  of  the 
Session  as  to  turn  discussion  into  a 
mockery  and  a  farce.  It  is  useless  to  set 
about  the  discussion  of  Yotes  in  Supply 
in  the  month  of  August.  It  would  be 
just  as  well  and  more  honest  to  the 
people  to  announce  that  discussions  on 
Supply  are  abandoned.  On  Supply 
questions  arise  in  which  the  people  are 
more  keenly  interested  than  they  arc  in 
the  Land  Purchase  Bill  or  the  Licensing 
Bill,  and  I  know  of  no  question  con- 
nected with  procedure  that  more 
deserves  attention  than  means  to  secure 
that  the  Government  of  the  day — 
Liberal  or  Conservative — shall  not  be 
pennitted  to  postpone  Votes  in  Supply  to 
a  late  period  of  the  Session.  It  is  per- 
fectly within  the  competence  of  the 
House  to  frame  some  Standing  Order  by 
which  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  introduce  all  Votes  in 
Supply  by  a  certain  fixed  date.  Or,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  subject  might  be 
approached  in  this  way  :  We  heard  the 
First  Lord  mention  the  other  day  a  sug- 
gestion, of  which  he  now  appears  to  have 
lost  sight,  which  I  am  sony  for,  because 
it  seemed  to  me  an  excellent  idea,  not  to 
proceed  with  Bills  of  a  contentions 
character  after  15th  July. 
•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH :  This  is  not  lost  sight 
of ;  that  is  a  point  to  consider ;  but  it  is 
obvious  that  we  do  not  wish  to  tie  the 
Committee  to  consider  a  specific  pro- 
posal. As  a  means  of  bringing  the 
Session  to  an  early  end,  this  may  be  one 
of  the  proposals  we  may  have  to  submit 
to  the  House. 

Mb.   DILLON :    I  thought  that  was 
excluded  1 
♦Mb.  W.  H.  SmTH:,No. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  intended  to  move 
that  such  proceedings  should  close  on  the 
1st  of  June.  That  would  secure  in  another 
way  that  Supply  should  be  brought  on 
at  a  time  when  it  could  be  reasonably 
discussed.     There  are  two  proposals  :  a 
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Standing  Order  might  be  passed  binding 
the  Government  to  bring  on  Supply  by 
a  certain  date,  or  a  Standing  Order 
-might  stop  legislative  proceedings  on 
June  1,  leaving  an  interval  in  which  we 
should  be  free  to  deal  with  Supply. 
Either  of  these  proposals  would  meet 
the  difficulty.  Meantime,  on  the  grounds 
I  have  urged  that  there  are  no  claims  of 
urgency  to  tie  the  Committee  to  this 
narrow  reference  that  the  Committee 
should  be  free  to  deal  with  the  duration 
of  the  Session  and  conduct  of  business, 
and  particularly  this  question  of  Supply, 
I  move  my  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of 
the  Question,  to  add  the  words — 

"  And  by  what  means  it  can  be  lecured  that 
the  considention  of  Supply  shall  be  taken 
before  some  fixed  date." — \Ur.  DilUm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
bs  there  added." 

(6.20.)  Me.  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.)  :  I  will  only  interpose  for  a 
few  minutes  between  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  House,  because  I 
want  him  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
saying  a  word  or  two  upon  the  present 
condition  of  business  in  the  House.  The 
object  of  this  Motion  is  to  facilitate  the 
earlier  rising  of  the  House  for  the 
Session,  and  as  I  think  we  are  aware 
from  unofficial  sources  to  avoid  having 
an  Autumn  Session.  Well,  I  am  afraid 
if  the  Resolution  is  passed  we  shall  not 
rise  earlier,  and  that  we  shall  have 
-  an  Autumn  Session.  I  will  ask 
the  House  to  look  at  a  figure 
or  two  and  then  see  if  this  is  a 
sufficient  remedy  for  the  impasse  in 
■which  we  find  ourselves.  We  have  now 
arrived  at  the  23rd  of  June,  and  assum- 
ing that  we  rise  on  August  17,  which  is 
not,  I  think,  a  very  early  date,  at  all 
events  it  is  an  average  date  ;  and  assum- 
ing that  the  Government  take,  as  I 
presume  the  Government  will,  all  the 
Wednesdays,  we  shall  have  38  avtiilable 
days  to  wind  up  the  business  of  the 
Session.  Now,  there  are  on  the  Order 
Book  33  Government  Bills,  including 
the  Local  Taxation  Bill  and  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Bill,  which,  I  presume,  we  may  now 
say  arj  gone,  and  there  is  the  Tithes  Bill 
in  a  state  of  suspended  animation.  Apart 
from  these  three,  there  are  30  Bills  to  be 
dealt  with  in  some  manner,  while  my 
hon.  Friend  has  called  attention  to  the 
state  of  Supply,  and  Supply  is  the  key  of 
Mr.  DtUon 


the  position  at  this  moment.     We  can 
only  judge  from  analogy  and  the  average 
time  occupied  by  Supply.     In  1887,  ex- 
cluding   Supplementary   Estimates,    38 
days  were  devoted  to  Supply.   In  1888,1 
think,  37  days  were  thus  occupied ;  and 
in  1889  we  got  through  Supply  in  some- 
thing like  38  days.     I  take  it  within  tiie 
mark  when  I  say  that  36  or  37   days 
have  been  required  for  Supply  in  the 
last  few  years.     Now,  we  have  already 
this  year  been  13  days  in  Supply,  and 
therefore  24  days  more  are  required,  and 
when  I  remind  the  House  that  not  ui 
Irish  Vote  has  been  touched — and  I  t^ink 
there  are  more  contentious  elements  in 
the  Irish   Votes  this  year   than  there 
have    been    for    many  years — when   I 
mention  that  grave  questions  of  policy 
arise  on  the  Foreign  Office  and  Colonial 
Votes,  and  important  considerations  in 
relation  to  law  and  justice  on  the  Votes 
for  law  and  justice  in  the  three  King- 
doms, and  that  the  Votes  for  the  Revenue 
and  Post  Office  Departments  bristle  with 
questions  of  difficulty,    I  am  not    pre- 
dicting too  much  when  I  say  they  will 
probably  occupy  as   much   time  as   in 
previous    years.       Now,    look    at    the 
figures  :   24  days  for  Supply,   and   14 
days  left  for  the  remaining  business  of 
the    Session.      Well,    the    Government 
have  not  yet  withdrawn  the  Bills  I  have 
mentioned.    I  use  the  word  "  yet,"  bnt  no 
doubt  this  will  happen  before  many  days 
are   over.     Nevertheless,    the    stages  of 
the  journey    will    occupy    some    time. 
We  have  not  heard  a  word  of  the  Tithes 
Bill ;  whether  it  is  to  be  gone  on  with  or 
dropped ;  the  last  we  heard  of  it  was 
that  it  was  to  be  proceeded  with.     Then 
we  have  the  Indian  Councils  Bill,  upon 
which  we  know  there  is  to  be  au  im- 
portant  Second    Reading    Debate,    and 
there  will  be,  probably,  considerable  dis- 
cussion in  Committee.     We  have  on  tiie 
Table  a  Bill  of  primary  importance  tint 
must  be  dealt   with — the   Police    Bill, 
which,  in  the  interest  of  discipline  and 
peace  in  the  Metropolitan  Force,  cannot 
be  postponed  for  another  year,  and  I 
may  be  thought  too  sanguine  when  I  say 
it  will  not  get  through  Second  Beading 
in   less  than  two  days.     There   is   the 
Western  Australia  Bill  must  be  passed; 
and  the  Bill  to  sanction  the  cession  of 
Heligoland  must  provoke  a  good  deal  of 
discussion.  You  are  going  to  have  adiscns- 
sion  on  procedure  on  which  many  qnes- 
tionsmustarise,andyoa  haretheresidiinm 
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of  these  30  Bills,  together  with  the  in- 
eyitable  four  days  for  the  Appropriation 
Bill.  Here  is  a  programme  to  get 
throngh  la  14  days.  I  say  it  is  an 
absolute  impossibility.  If  the  First 
Lord  would  rise  and  say  that  without 
wasting  any  more  time  the  Licensing 
Bill  and  the  Tithes  Bill  are  dead,  it 
wonld  still  be  impossible  for  the  House 
*0  rise  before  the  end  of  Aagnst ;  and  if 
■we  are  to  go  on  with  those  Bills,  we  shall 
tiave  an  Autumn  Session  without  the 
advantage  of  a  summer  vacation.  All 
*he  evils  which  you  endeavoured  to 
AToid  by  the  meeting  at  the  Carlton  Club 
will  be  developed  and  accentuated  by 
ihe  present  proposal.  The  time  has 
arrived  when  we  should  know  what  the 
Government  mean  to  do  in  the  38  or  40 
remaining  days  of  an  average  Session. 

(6.27.)  Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  : 
TThe  reference  to  this  Committee  is  very 
■oddly  drawn,  whether  by  inadvertence 
or  design  I  do  not  know.  The  Govern- 
ment propose  to  ask  the  Committee  a 
'question,  the  answer  to  which  is  obvious. 
Without  reference  to  a  Committee  it  is 
•obvious  that  the  progress  of  a  Bill  will 
be  facilitated  by  carrying  oyer  its  stages 
to  an  ensuing  Session,  and  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  'can  add  nothing  to  our 
information  on  that  point.  What  we  want 
to  know  is,  if  it  is  desirable  or  expedient 
■to  carry  forward  Bills  in  this  manner  1 
If  the  Government  had  dealt  with  it  by 
.Standing  Order,  we  should  have  known 
liow  to  treat  it ;  and  had  the  Standing 
Order  been  adopted,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  known  how  to 
Apply  it  during  the  present  Session. 
But  how  stands  the  matter  ?  We  have 
Almost  reached  the  end  of  June;  the 
'Committee  has  yet  to  be  nominated  and 
appointed,  and  then  has  to  meet  and 
'Consider  not  only  the  precedents,  but  the 
■evidence  that  will  be  laid  before  it,  after 
which  it  must  report.  It  may  determine 
that  it  is  not  desirable  to  give  the 
^Ksilities  asked  for,  or  that  if  those 
facilities  are  desirable,  they  should  be 
^ven  by  Statute.  In  that  case,  would 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proceed  to 
pass  a  Statute  this  Session,  or,  should 
they  recommend  that  we  should  proceed 
by  Stonding  Order,  would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  propose  to  tackle  that 
Standing  Order  now  'I  We  all  know  the 
object  of  the  proposal.  It  is  to  enable 
the  Government  to  g^et  through  the 
libnd  Purchase  BUI.     Ti  the  right  hon. 


Gentleman  thinks  he  can  hang  up  that 
Bill  over  the  present  year,  we  certainly 
shall  take  a  strong  view  of  the  question  ; 
but  if  ho  says  he  no  longer  intends  to 
hang  it  up,  we  shall  take  another  and  a 
more  favourable  view  ;  but  it  is  reason- 
able &>n8idering  the  date  we  have  now 
rt  ached,  and  the  length  of  time  that  will 
be  taken  by  the  Bill  in  Committee  and 
in  the  Report  stage,  to  take  this  step  for 
the  purpose  of  remitting  the  further 
stages  of  the  Laud  Bill  to  another 
Session  of  Parliament.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Mayo  has  added  to 
the  Motion  a  matter  which,  in  my 
judgment,  is  more  important  than  any- 
thing the  Motion  itself  contains.  The 
present  proposition  has  reference  only 
to  one  Bill,  and  that  Bill  a  measure 
which  is  opposed  by  the  great  n^jority 
of  the  Irish  Representatives.  My 
Friend's  Amendment  deals  with  the 
question  of  Supply,  and  that  is  a  matter 
in  which  we  have  infinitely  more  in- 
terest than  in  the  proposed  legislation. 
In  fact,  we  have  no  interest  in  any 
legislation  proposed  by  the  Government, 
except  the  interest  of  an  ardent  Opposi- 
tion. It  has  been  pointed  out  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Thanet  (Mr.  J.  Lewther),  who  seems  to 
be  the  only  man  on  the  Ministerial  side 
of  the  House  who  has  the  intelligence  to 
perceive  the  point  that  the  Government 
have  to  face,  that  they  can  have  no 
possible  legislation  this  Session.  It  is  a 
lamentable  thing  that  the  House  should 
be  reduced  to  this  state  of  things  because 
there  are  two  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
who  cannot  reconcile  the  situation.  The 
facilitating  of  business  in  this  House 
rests  with  the  Government  themselves ; 
and  if  they  would  only  take  ordinary 
care  at  the  beginning  of  the  Session,  and 
bring  forward  no  more  Bills  than  they 
can  pass  in  six  months,  there  would  be 
no  occasion  for  this  reference  to  a  Com- 
mittee. Of  course,  if  they  introduce 
enough  Bills  to  last  them  two  or 
three  years,  they  cannot  expect  to  pass 
them  in  a  single  Session.  With  regard 
to  Supply,  I  think  we  have  a  right  to 
complain  of  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Before  the  Whitsuntide  Recess,  I 
called  attention  to  this  subject,  and 
reminded  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  Irish  Representatives  never  had  the 
opportunity  of  calling  attention  to  the 
grievances  they  desire  to  discuss.  The 
business  of  Supply  is  the  fundamental 
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bosiness  of  the  Honse,  and  in  that 
respect  our  functions  have  practically 
ceased.  Our  financial  business  is  dis- 
charged in  the  most  slovenlj  and  un- 
constitutional manner  by  taking  Votes 
on  Account  The  Irish  Members  have 
an  ardent  interest  in  the  business  of 
Supply,  because  it  is  only  when  in  Supply 
that  they  have  the  opportunity  of  calling 
attention  to  the  gross  and  scandalons 
misgovemment  of  Ireland,  of  which 
from  day  to  day  they  have  most  bitterly 
to  complain.  We  have  this  very  evening 
had  complaint  made  of  the  length  of 
time  occupied  by  the  questions  put  upon 
the  Papar  from  day  to  day.  Why  is  it 
there  are  so  many  questions?  It  is 
mainly  because  we  have  no  other  means 
of  bringing  forward  our  grievances 
except  when  in  Supply,  The  right  hon. 
G«ntleman  promised  to  exert  himself  to 
secure  the  transaction  of  the  business  of 
Supply  ;  but  for  the  last  three  years  be 
has  niade  similar  promises,  and  although 
I  was  at  one  time  somewhat  deceived  by 
the  imposing  manner  of  the  First  Lord  of 
theTreasury  whenthatpromise  was  made, 
I  shall  no  longer  regard  his  promises  as 
worthy  of  attention.  Unless  some  special 
steps  are  taken  in  regard  to  Supply,  the 
Constitutional  rights  of  Members  of  this 
Honse  will  not  only  be  impaired  but  prac- 
tically destroyed,  and  it  is  for  this  reason 
that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  support  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend. 

•(6.38.)  Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  think 
hon.  Members  opposite  will  feel  that 
the  appeal  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
deserves  some  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  his  sapporters.  The  right  hon  Gentle- 
man stated  that  there  is  a  strong  desire 
that  the  House  should  come  to  a  speedy 
conclusion  on  the  question  before  it.  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  has  re- 
ferred to  the  question  of  Supply,  which 
has  been  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mayo.  It  has  been  said  that  it  is  perfectly 
impossible  for  the  Committee  to  make 
any  provision  with  regard  to  the  period 
up  to  which  Bills  should  be  considered 
in  this  House.  The  Standing  Order 
which  I  intended  to  move  on  the  present 
occasion  provided  that — 

"  In  future,  after  tho  15th  of  July  and  in  the 
present  Session  after  a  date  to  be  hereafter  ap- 
pointed, no  public  Bills,  except  Moner  Bills, 
Continuance  Bills,  and  Bills  returned  from  the 
Lords  with  amendments  shall  be  further  pro- 
ceeded with,  provided  that,  with  respect  to  any 
Mr.  Sexton 


public  Bill  which  is  in  progress  i»  Committe* 
of  the  whole  Honse,  or  in  a  Standing  Com' 
mit'ee,  or  which  has  been  reported  therefrom, 
a  Motion  can  be  made,  after  notice  given,  that 
further  proceedings  on  such  Bills  be  suspended) 
until  the  next  Session." 

The  Committee  is  free  to  make  any  re- 
commendation with   regard  to  the  datCr 
or  to  name  an  earlier  date  than  the  15th. 
of  July.     I  believe  that   there  exists  a 
strong  desire  that  the  House  should  rise 
earlier  in  the  summer,  and  this  is  mj 
principal  reason  for  suggesting  to  the 
House  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
to  examine  into  this   point,  so  as  to  pro- 
vide facilities  for  allowing  the  House  to 
do    what    I    believe    is    practical    and 
reasonable,    namely,     to      rise     at    aa 
earlier     period   of     the     summer,     ami 
at  the  same  time  to  get  through  their 
business.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  has  spoken 
of  an  impasse.  No  Government,  howeTer^ 
could  have  contemplated  that  the  De~ 
bates  would  have  been  carried   to  the- 
length  to  which  they  have  been  carried  ; 
and  if  the  argument  is  to  be  used  that 
the  Government  must  always  look  for- 
ward to  continued  discussion  on  opposed 
business,  whatever  Government  may  be- 
in  power,   after  the   same  fashion  aad 
manner  as  has  characterised  our  procseed- 
ings  this  Session,  then  it  is  obvious  that- 
vety  small  prog^ss  must  be  the   con- 
sequence.    Whether  that  course  would 
be  taken  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  if 
we  should  hereafter  be  in  another  position 
remains  to  be  seen ;  but  I  am  justified 
in    saying    that   discussion    cannot     be 
carried  on  as  far  as  it  has  been  without 
practically  delaying  and  obstructing'  the- 
business  of  the  House.     The  right   hon. 
Clentleman  opposite  has  referred  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  33  Government  JBilla 
on  the  Paper ;  but   I  think   that  if   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  refer  to  the 
years  from  1881  to  1885  he  would   find 
th%t  there  has  not  been  less  than   that 
number    of    Ck>vernment  Bills  on    the- 
Paper  on  the  23rd  of  June.     Reference 
has  also  been  made  to  the  large  amount 
of  Supply  yet  to  be  got  through.     I  am 
sorry  that  there  is  so  much.     I  agree 
that  one  of  our  first  duties  is  to  consider 
Supply ;  but,  again,  I  would  say  that  we 
have  had    no    reason    to  suppose   that 
discussion  would  have  been  protracted 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been.     It 
must  not  be  assumed  that  the  House  ia 
bound  to  rise  at  a  given  date,  however 
much  that  may  be  desired.    The  fixst 
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duty  of  the  Hoase  is  io  transact  and 
conclnde  the  basiness  which  is  bronght 
before  it.  I  trust  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo  will  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment, as  it  is  one  which  the  Government 
cannot  accept,  because  they  desire  to 
enable  the  House  to  deal  with  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  during  the  present 
Session.  The  Government  do  not  desire 
to  withdraw  from  the  Ilouse  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Irish  Land  Purchase 
Bill,  althongh,  no  doubt,  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  will  admit 
of  that  Bill,  with  others,  being  dealt  with 
under  the  proposed  Standing  Order  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  a  Bill  of  very  great 
importance,  and  one  which  the  House 
ought  to  approach  with  full  time  for  its 
consideration. 

(6.45.)  Me.  sexton  :  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  in 
the  event  of  the  Committee  reporting  in 
favour  of  procedure  by  Bill  instead  of 
by  Standing  Order,  he  intends  to  proceed 
with  that  Bill  during  the  present 
Session? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  That  would  be  a 
matter  for  consideration  when  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  is  presented.  If  the 
Committee  decides  in  &vour  of  the  prin- 
ciple involved  in  the  reference  to  it  I  do 
not  exclude  the  hope  that  the  House 
may  be  able  to  give  effect  to  that  re- 
commendation fls  rapidly  as  possible. 
Measures  must  be  taken  in  the  present 
Session  to  secure  the  object  in  view,  if 
the  House  is  to  have  the  advantage  of 
a  better  arrangement  than  is  now  in 
existence  for  an  early  adjournment  next 
Session.  I  trust  the  House  will  under- 
stand that  the  Government  desire  to 
leave  the  Committee  free  to  consider 
the  whole  question  referred  to  them. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  (Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne):  I  do  not  rise  for  the  pnrpose 
of  prolonging  this  discussion  more 
than  a  moment  or  two ;  but  I  would 
remind  the  Committee  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has  undoubtedly 
introduced  controversial  matter.  Among 
the  reasons  he  gave  for  making  this 
proposal  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
referred  to  the  great  length  to  which 
the  discussions  in  this  House  had  been 
protracted. 

•Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  1  said  the  first 
ground  for  the  proposal  was  the  general 
desire  of  the  House  for  an  earlier  adjourn- 
ment. 


Mb.  J.  MORLEY :  That  is  so ;  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  also  referred  i» 
and  made  a  point  of  what  he  termed 
practical  obstruction.  I  do  not  intend  to 
go  into  this ;  but  I  would  point 
out,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the- 
great  and  protracted  opposition  th& 
right  hon  Gentleman  complained  of  has- 
b^n  offered  to  a  particular  set  of  pro- 
posals tliat  were  not  announced  in  the 
Queen's  Speech,  and  have  not  received  a 
very  enthusiastic  support  even  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  own  friends. 
Has  the  opposition  to  those  proposals- 
been  without  effect  7  On  the  contrary, 
the  announcement  that  has  been  made 
this  evening  as  to  a  change  of  front  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  although  it- 
is  an  unsatisfactory  and  inadequate 
change  which  the  Giovemment  will  yet- 
have  further  to  amend,  affords  the  most 
perfect  justification  for  the  attitude 
taken  by  the  Opposition  in  resisting  the. 
Compensation  Clauses  of  the  Government- 
Bill.  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the  rights 
hon.  COntleman  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee is  to  be  empowered  to  examine- 
into  the  whole  subject  in  all  its  length 
and  breadth,  and  that  the  House  is  to  be 
at  liberty  when  the  Committee  reports  to 
determine  what  course  it  wonld  be  best- 
to  adopt.  The  Irish  Land  Pnrchase  Bill 
is  one  which,  above  all,  ought  not  to  b& 
snbjected  to  the  process  of  suspension, 
because  in  the  time  that  would  elapse 
before  next  Session  considerable  altera- 
tion wonld  have  to  be  made  in  it.  I 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  that  Irish  Supply,  and  especially 
the  Irish  Constabulary  Vote,  should  be 
taken  at  an  early  day.  Until  those- 
Estimates  are  discussed  there  will  neces- 
sarily be  a  large  number  of  questions- 
put  from  day  to  day  in  reference  to  thtt 
administration  of  Irish  affairs.  The . 
complaint  made  by  the  Irish  Members- 
as  to  the  period  at  which  the  most  impor- 
tant items  of  Irish  Supply  are  taken  is  a 
most  reasonable  one ;  and  althongh  the- 
right  hon.  Ctentleman  professed  not  to 
understand  how  it  was,  when  a  question 
was  put  as  to  the  enormous  number  of 
questions  asked  in  the  House,  and  could 
not  see  the  connection  between  that  fact- 
and  the  delay  in  taking  the  Irish  Votes, 
I  think,  npon  reflection,  he  is  bound  to 
see  the  connection.  The  nnmber  of  Irish 
questions  which  have  been  overwhelming 
ns  for  some  days  past  are  entirehr 
due    to    the     inability    of    the    Irish 
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Members  to  discuss  fully  and  fairly 
•Jthe  administration  of  Irish  affitirs. 
These  questions  are,  doubtless,  a  most 
inconvenient  interruption  of  the  business 
of  the  House.  Although  they  are,  under 
the  circumstances,  a  necessary  and  in- 
evitable interruption,  we  can  hardly 
expect  it  will  be  greatly  modified  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  uses  his  opportunity  of 
answering  questions,  as  he  did  the  other 
night  in  connection  with  the  statement 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Bridgeton  (Sir  G.  Trevelyan),  by  putting 
into  his  answers  matters  of  a  very  con- 
troversial character.  With  regard  to 
the  Amendment  of  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo,  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend  will  not 
press  it ;  because,  as  my  right  hon. 
Fi'iend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
said  at  the  commencement  of  this  dis- 
cussion, we  shall  be  at  liberty,  when  the 
•  Committee  reports,  to  make  whatever 
alterations  in  their  recommendations 
may  seem  expedient.  I  therefore  beg 
to  ask  him  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 
Me.  DILLON  :  With  the  leave  of  the 
House  I  shall  be  happy  to  withdraw  my 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Qaestion  again  proposed. 

(6.25.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  do  not 
share  theright  hon.  Gentleman's  viewthat 
ihis  Motion  has  been  fully  discussed. 
To  my  mind,  no  more  important  Resolu- 
tion has  ever  been  submitted  to  the 
House.  I  do  not,  however,  wish  to  con- 
tinue the  Debate,  but  merely  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  answer 
one  point  that  has  been  raised  from  these 
Benches.  He  8i.y8  this  Motion  is  pro- 
posed with  a  special  view  to  an  early 
adjournment,  and  it  is  exceedingly  im- 
portant that  the  Irish  Members  should 
know  what  representation  they  are  to 
have  on  the  Committee.  I  therefore 
aak  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  state 
how  many  Members  are  to  compose  the 
Committee,  and  how  many  of  those 
Members  will  be  Irish  representatives  ? 

(6.27.)  Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (North- 
ampton) :  I  am  rather  in  favour  of  the 
Motion  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
I  am  in  favour  of  the  carrying  oversystem, 
and,  therefore,  think  that  this  matter 
ought  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 
1  also  think  that  when  it  comes 
back  from  the  Committee  their  recom- 
-  mendation  ought  to  be  carried  out 
Mr.  J.  Morley 


by  Bill  instead  of  by  Resolution. 
I  hope,  however,  the  right  hon.  G«nt1e- 
man  will  seriously  consider  the  speech  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton.  The  right  hon.  Gientie- 
man  has  complained  that  we  obstruct  the 
business  of  the  House,  and  he  said  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Gtovernment  to  keep 
the  House  together  as  long  as  there  was 
business  to  be  done.  I  appeal  to  those 
who  have  been  in  former  Govenunents, 
whether  this  has  not  always  been  said, 
and  whether  it  has  not  sometimes 
happened  that  the  House  has  been  kept 
together  until  opposition  has  come  from 
the  Government's  own  supporters,  rather 
than  from  their  ordinary  opponents,  with 
the  result  that  the  House  can  no  longer 
be  kept  together  ?  The  reason  why  there 
has  been  an  exhaustive  discussion  of  the 
Government  measures  was  because  there 
was  no  popular  leverage  behind  thc»e 
measures.  If  these  Bills  were  really 
desired  by  the  country,  the  ooontiy 
would  raise  such  an  outcry  against 
exhaustive  discussion,  that  exhaustive 
discussion  would  be  swept  away,  and  the 
Bills  passed.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
probably  knows  that  the  Publicans'  Com- 
pensation BUI,  which  he  is  pressing 
forward,  is  detested  more  on  his  own 
side  of  the  House  than  on  this.  The 
other  day,  when  the  Bill  was  only  saved 
by  four  votes,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  in  despair.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
made  a  very  moderate  estimate  when, 
patting  aside  this  Compensation  BiU,  he 
held  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  for 
the  House  to  rise  before  the  17th  August. 
If  this  resolution  is  passed  to  carry  BiUs 
over,  there  will  be  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
cussion as  to  what  Bills  are  to  be  carried 
over.  My  hon.  Friends  from  Ireland 
might  not  think  it  desirable  that  the 
Land  Purchase  Bill  should  be  carried 
over.  So  that  you  must  add  to  the  little 
reckoning  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  the  time 
which  would  bo  occupied  in  such  dis- 
cussions. Now,  in  the  kindest  spirit,  I 
will  give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a 
little  advice.  It  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  no  man  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  who  understands  the  basi- 
ness  of  this  House.  Every  Member 
seems  to  have  his  own  way  in  the 
Cabinet.  Each  one  is  anxious  to  bring 
forward  his  own  Bill,  and  none  can  be 
induced  to  withdraw  it  except  in  piece- 
Digitized  by  VaOOQlC 


1689  Local  Taxation  (Customs     {June  23,  1890}     and  Excise)  Duties  £iU.     1690 

meal  fashion,  and  after  looking  to  see 
whether  hia  neighbour  in  the  Cabinet 
■  is  first  going  to  withdraw  his  Bill.  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  his  friends  are  exceedingly 
i^orant  of  opinion  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  hia  proposal  to 
expedite  business,  I  presume  he  was 
tinder  the  impression  that  the 
Compensation  Bill  would  go  through  in 
a  day  or  two.  He  has  awakened  to  the 
fact  that  that  is  not  likely  to  be  the  case. 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  not  to  make  half- 
a-dozen  bites  at  a  cherry,  but  frankly  say, 
"I  am  human;  I  do  not  pretend  to  be 
anything  more  than  human.  I  have 
made  a  mistake,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  very  possibly  has  made  a 
mistake,  and  we  were  in  error  when  we 
brought  forward  this  Compensation  Bill 
after  Whitsuntide."  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  may  throw  the  blame  upon 
ns,  but  if  he  will  withdraw  the  Bill,  we 
will  give  him  a  free  hand  to  say  what  he 
likes  with  respect  to  us.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
might  allow  the  Committee  to  sit  and 
report,  but  that  he  should  not  carry  over 
any  Bill  to  next  year.  Let  him  withdraw 
for  the  present  Session  his  Land  Pur- 
chase Bill  and  the  Tithe  Bill.  I  can 
assure  him  that  he  will  not  lose  much 
by  doing  it.  Next  Session  let  him  bring 
in  his  Bills  again  if  he  likes,  and  carry 
the  Second  Reading.  He  will  have  only 
lost  four  days  on  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  one  and  two  days  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  other.  Then  next  Session 
we  could  consider  his  very  excellent  plan 
of  carrying  Bills  over.  I  implore  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  really  seriously 
look  into  the  question  of  time.  Even  if 
he  withdraws  this  Compensation  Bill  at 
one  3  he  will  have  the  greatest  diflBculty 
in  bringing  the  Session  to  a  close  before 
the  end  of  August,  and  if  he  continues 
this  Compensation  Bill  I  do  really  believe 
every  single  day  that  is  spent  on  that 
Compensation  Bill  means  a  day  we  shall 
have  to  sit  in  the  month  of  September. 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  8elect  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  by  means  of  an 
Abridged  form  of  Procedore,  or  otherwiae,  the 
consideration  of  Bills,  irliich  hare  been  partly 
considered  in  this  House,  uould  be  facilitated  in 
the  next  ensuing  Jjeseion  of  the  same  Parlia- 
ment. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

LOCAL     TAXATION     (CUSTOMS     AND 
EXCISE)  DUTIES  BILL.— (Ko.  244.) 

coMurrrEE. 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  2. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line  5, 
to  leave  out  sub-section  (i.). — {Mr. 
Hunter.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  sub- 
section (i.)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

(7.10.)  Mb.  hunter  (Aberdeen, 
N.)  :  Sir,  when  the  discussion  of  this 
Bill  was  postponed  on  Friday  night, 
there  was  an  expression  of  regret  that 
the  Scoteh  Superannuation  Bill  had 
not  been  produced.  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Trrasury  stated  that  it  would 
be  circulated  on  Saturday  morning 
or  this  morning.  Unfortunately,  the 
First  Lord  did  not  know  that  the  Bill 
had  to  be  read  a  first  time,  and  the 
result  is  that  we  only  got  it  an  hour  and 
a  half  ago,  and  until  then  we  had  not  the 
smallest  inkling  of  the  proposal  of  the 
Government.  What  makes  this  conduct 
very  much  worse  is,  that  when  I  look 
into  the  Scoteh  Bill,  it  seems  to  be 
an  exact  imitation  of  the  English  Bill. 
There  was  no  reason  in  the  world  why 
this  miserable  copy  of  a  miserable 
system  of  superannuation  should  not 
have  been  in  our  hands,  at  all  events, 
10  days  ago.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  this  matter 
has  been  illiberal,  and  that  their  object 
has  been  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the 
Committee  to  a  proposal  without  gfiving 
us  the  slightest  notion  of  what  that 
proposal  is.  A  worse  bcheme  of  super- 
annuation for  Scotland,  under  the 
circumstances,  could  not  have  been 
brought  forward.  The  English  scheme 
is  bad  enough,  and  it  has 
given  rise  to  the  greatest  possible 
discontent.  But  in  Scotland  such  a  Bill 
is  absurd.  It  divides  the  country  among 
81  Police  Authorities,  under  some  of 
which  there  are  only  four  or  five  con- 
stables. It  would  be  out  of  order  in  a 
discussion  on  a  clause  of  the  Bill  before 
the  House  to  enter  into  a  criticism  of 
the  measure  just  introduced.  But  what 
is  the  position  in  which  we  are  placed  t 
We  are  asked  to  rote  a  sum  of  money 
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towards  a  scheme  of  saperannnation, 
which  is  a  bad  scheme.  What  I  suggest 
to  the  Govenmient  is,  that  they  should 
not  press  this  Bill  daring  the  present 
Session,  but  should  refer  the  question 
to  a  Select  Committee.  If  the  Govern- 
ment press  the  Bill  they  may  lay  their 
account  that  it  will  not  pass  in  a  short 
space  of  time.  I  believe  it  will  not  be 
satisfactory  to  the  police  or  to  the  public 
of  Scotland.  To  save  time,  the  Govern* 
ment  should  state  now  and  at  once  that 
they  will  not  press  this  Bill,  which  is 
wrong  in  principle,  and  would  be  most 
exasperating  and  objectionable  in  prac- 
tice. If  the  Government  would  refer 
the  mattpr  to  a  Select  Committee,  then, 
so  tax  as  I  am  concerned,  I  would  agree 
to  this  sub-section  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Bill.  I  do  not  believe  that  by  postponing 
the  Bill  the  police  will  suffer  any  injury. 
Superannuation  is  a  very  serious  matter. 
You  have  not,  unfortunately,  got  a  free 
hand  with  regard  to  it  in  England.  You 
are  bound  by  vested  interests.  We  have 
no  vested  interests  in  Scotland ;  and  in 
that  country,  in  considering  a  scheme 
of  superannuation,  I  think  we  ought  to 
take  advantage  of  the  experience  and 
mistakes  which  have  been  made  in  Eng- 
land, and  consider  the  example  set  in 
that  country  as  a  precedent  to  be  avoided. 
If  the  Government  are  anxious  to  facili- 
tate their  business,  I  think  the  best 
coarse  they  can  pursue  is  to  hang  this 
Bill  up  and  refer  the  matter  to  a  Select 
Committee.  But  if  they  insist  on  pro- 
ceeding with  the  Bill  now  before  the 
Committee,  without  giving  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  Scotch  Super- 
annuation BiU,  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
move  that  you  report  Progress. 

(7.20.)  SiE  G.  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &<i.) :  On  the  last  occasion  when  this 
Bill  was  before  the  House,  the  Debate 
was  postponed  in  order  that  we  might 
have  the  Superannuation  Bill  before  us, 
and  the  Lord  Advocate  here.  We  have 
not  had  time  to  study  the  Bill,  and  I 
must  say  that  I  was  very  much  nstonished 
to  find  the  Lord  Advocate  introduce  it 
without  vouchsafing  so  much  os  a  word 
of  explanation.  But,  on  reflection,  I  am 
really  not  surprised  that  he  did  not  say 
anything,  because  the  Bill  is  nothing 
but  a  slavish  copy  of  the  English  Bill, 
word  for  word.  But  the  circumstances 
are  not  the  same.  In  England  you  have 
got  superannuation  already  iu  existence. 
In  Scotland,  we  pay  an  officer  a  lump 
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sum  on  his  retiring.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  do  hope  that  we  shall  have 
some  explanation  from  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate of  the  system  which  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  introduce.  It  does  seem 
to  me  most  regrettable  that  a  Bill  should 
be  forced  upon  this  House  with  a 
view  to  giving  efEect  to  a  sub-sectioD 
of  the  £x»l  Taxation  Bill  without 
hon.  Members  having  the  smallest 
opportunity  of  discussing  it.  It 
is  said  we  should  not  look  a  gift  horse  ia 
the  mouth,  and  that  £40,000  is  given  to 
us.  How  far  will  that  amount  go,  and 
how  heavy  a  demand  will  be  involved 
upon  the  rates  t  A  very  much  laigo^ 
sum  than  £40,000  may  have  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  rates.  Scotland  is  only  to 
have  JB4  0,000,  with  its  larger  area,  while 
London  is  to  have  £150,000  a  year.  The 
representatives  of  the  Scotch  constituen- 
cies are  bound  to  watch  this  matter  veiy 
closely.  I  do  not  agree  with  my  hon. 
Friend.  I  do  wish  to  see  a  scheme  of 
superannuation. 

Mb.  hunter  :  So  do  I. 

SiE  G.  CAMPBELL:  I  am  very  glad 
to  hear  it.  At  the  same  time  I  repeat 
what  I  said  the  other  day,  that  while  a 
system  of  superannuation  of  public 
servants  is  necessary  you  may  carry  it 
too  far  by  laying  down  r^ulations 
which  would  permit  of  your  best  men 
retiring  with  pensions  in  the  prime  of 
life,  and  ready  to  take  up  other  pursuits, 
while  you  would  be  left  with  only  the 
scum  and  the  dregs  tb  carry  on  the 
Public  Service.  I  am  very  much  alarmed 
by  the  extent  to  which  the  Home 
Secretary  yields  to  agitation  in  this  mat- 
ter with  regard  to  the  Metropolitan 
Police.  I  was  very  much  astonished  to 
hear  him  say  that  he  was  not  going  to  pot 
any  check  on  the  E^e  at  which  a  police- 
man might  take  his  pension  and  retire.  I 
think  that  a  very  dangerous  thing.  I  want 
to  know  whether  that  may  be  done  with 
regard  to  Scotland  or  not,  with  the  effect 
that  choice  men,  at  the  age  of  45  or  46, 
may,  to  the  injury  of  the  Public  Service, 
retire  on  their  pensions,  and  take  up 
other  pursuits.  I  hope  the  Loid 
Advocate  will  give  us  a  complete  and 
satisfactory  explanation  of  the  scheme, 
and  of  the  method  of  working  the 
scheme. 

•(7.25.)  The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL 
jfOR  SCOTLAND  (Mr.  M.  T.  SroRMoyrH 
Dabling,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universities)  :  It  is  not  easy  to  aatistj  the 
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hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy.  The  other 
night  he  objected  that  the  Bill  to  be 
introdaced  might  not  be  similar  to 
the  English  Bill.  And  now  he  objects, 
after  he  has  seen  it,  that  it  is  very 
similar.  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  a 
ground  of  ()bjection,  n  aless  it  is  shown  that 
the  English  Bill  is  not  satisfactory.  I 
hope,in  a  few  words,  to  show  that  this  Bill 
proceeds  on  reasonable  and  just  grounds. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen  said  that 
the  Bill  was  open  to  a  number  of  objec- 
tions, bat  he  did  not  show  what  they 
were. 

Me.  hunter  :  It  would  have  been 
out  of  order  to  do  so. 

•Mk.  M.  T.  STORMONTH  darling  : 
Therefore,  I  must  be  excused  if  I  confine 
myself  to  a  very  general  outline  of  the 
proposals  of  the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Aberdeen  specified  one  objection. 
He  said  the  Bill  creates  81  Police 
Authorities.  That  is  not  so.  We  are 
creating  no  Police  Authorities.  We 
are  taking  the  Police  Authorities  in 
counties  and  boroughs  just  as  we  find 
them.  Obviously  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly inconvenient  that  a  scheme  of  this 
kind  should  be  administered  by  any  but 
Police  Authorities,  who  are  masters  of 
the  police,  and  have  the  right  to  appoint 
and  dismiss  them.  Therefore,  I  think 
the  answer  is  complete,  that  the  Police 
Authorities  should  have  this  subvention. 

Mb.  HUNTER :  The  objection  I  make 
is  this,  that  you  are  creating  separate 
funds  in  counties  where  there  are  only 
five  constables  altogether,  instead  of 
having  one  Superannuation  Fund  for  the 
whole  of  Scotland.  To  have  81  separate 
Superannuation  Funds  would  involve  in- 
numerable difficulties. 

•Mb.  M.  T.  STORMONTH DARLING: 
Would  you  have  the  whole  of  the  police 
of  Scotland  managed  by  one  authority  ? 

Mb.  hunter  :  No;  one  Superannua- 
tion Fund. 

•Me.  M.  T.  STORMONTH  DARLING : 
The  proposals  are  these :  Every  constable 
in  Scotland  will,  after  he  has  completed 
25  years'  service,  if  he  is  of  the  age 
specified  in  the  pension  scale,  be 
entitled  to  retire  on  his  pension. 
If  he  has  not  completed  25  years, 
but  15  years,  he  will  be  entitled  to  his 
pension,  provided  he  is  permanently 
incapacitated.  If  he  has  not  completed 
the  full  period  of  15  years,  and  it  can 
be  shown  that  he  is  permanently  incapa- 
citated, he  will  be  entitled,  not  to  a  pen- 


sion, but  to  a  gratuity.     In  the  case  of  a 
man  who  is  killed  or  injured,  there  is 
special  provision  for  compensation  to  his 
family.    For  these  purposes  there  is  to  be 
a  Pension  Fudd,  which  will  be  made  up, 
in  the  first  place,  by  a  stoppage  out  of 
the  men's   wages,  the   appropriation  of 
certain  fines,  and  the  money  to  be  voted 
under  the  Local  Taxation  Bill.     If  there 
is  still  a  deficiency  it  must  be  made  up 
from  local  sources.     The  money  will  be 
distributed  in  the  first  year   according 
to    the    number    of  efficient  members 
of  the  Police   Force    in   each   locality. 
In    future    years    a    sjrstem    will    be 
adopted  very  nearly   corresponding   to 
the  actual  requirements  of  the  Force, 
and  the  distribution  will  be  according  to 
the  amount  of   contribution,  that  is  to 
say,  every  6d.  obtained  from  the  men's 
pay  will  be    met    by    a    proportionate 
amount    from    the    JS40,000,    and    the 
residue    will     be    in    accordance    with 
the  actual   necessities    of    each    Police 
Authority,  that  is  to  say,  in  proportion  to 
the   actutd  demands   made  upon  them. 
That,    I   should    say,     is    a    perfectly 
equitable  system  ofi  distribution.       (5i 
course    the  Government  have  not  made 
these  proposals  without  inquiring  as  to 
the  probable  demands  on  the  funds,  and 
the   result  of  this  inquiry  has  been  to 
show  that  the  sum  here  proposed  will  be 
more  than  snfficientforthe  first  fewyears  ; 
and    the     Committee    must    remember 
that,  year  by  year,  the  funds  will  be 
largely  increased  from  the  other  sources 
I  have  mentioned,  and  iu  particular  from 
the  contributions  from   the  men  them- 
selves.    The  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy 
seemed  to  draw  a  contrast  between  the 
sum  to  be  allocated  to  Scotland  and  the 
sum  to  be  allocated  to  the   Metropolis, 
and  the  hon  Member  urged  that,  as  the 
populations  are  about  the  same,  the  sums 
to  be  allocated  to  the  two  places  ought 
to  be  about   the   same.     But  the   hon. 
Member  forgets  that  there  are  15,000 
police  in  the  Metropolis,  and  only  a  little 
over   4,000  in  Scotland,  and  that  if  the 
amounts  paid  were  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  police,  whilst  Scotland  received 
£40,000  the  Metropolis  would  receive 
£150,000.        While    it     is    impossible 
for    the   Government  to    foresee    whe- 
ther or  not  there  will    ultimately    be 
a  demand  on  local  resources,   we  have 
taken   every   means   to  provide  such  a 
sum  as  will,  in  the  first  instance,  entirely 
meet  the  charge,  and  as  it  will  constitute 
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a  growing  fand  that  will  very  largely 
meet  any  possible  claim  in  the  future. 
I  trust  the  Committee  will  adopt  the 
yiew  I  ventured  to  urge  on  the  last  occa- 
sion when  the  subject  was  nnder  dis- 
cussion, that  all  we  are  doing  is  laying 
down  the  principle  that  Superannuation 
Funds  are  to  be  established,  and  that 
.£40,000  is  a  proper  sum  to  devote  to 
them.  These  are  the  only  two  pro- 
positions to  which  the  Committee 
will  be  committed  by  adopting  the  sub- 
section. I  have  not  heard  from  the 
other  side  any  rooted  objection  in  prin- 
ciple to  the  creation  of  a  Superannuation 
Fund.  All  the  Committee  have  to  do 
now  is  to  say  whether  they  are,  or  are  not, 
in  favourof  such  aplan,and  whether  they 
are,  or  are  not,  in&vourof  the  allocation 
of  this  money  to  this  particular  purpose. 
.  There  were  expressions  of  opinion  on  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench,  on  Thursday 
night,  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
creation  of  a  pension  ;  therefore,  I  appre- 
hend that  all  we  have  to  say  now  is 
whether  or  not  we  favour  such  a  fund. 
I  hope  the  answer  to  the  whole  of  this 
question  will  be  in  the  afiBrmative. 

(7.35.)  Mr.  HUNTER:  The  hon, 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  not  an- 
swered any  of  the  questions  which  I  put 
to  him,  and  on  the  answer  he  gives  will 
depend  whether  I  move  to  report  Pro- 
gress or  not. 

•Me.  CHILDERS:  This  is  not  a 
question  which  ought  to  be  disposed  of 
lightly.  Police  superannuation  is  quite  a 
different  matter  from  superannuation  in 
most  Departments  of  the  Public  Service. 
For  instance,  there  are  large  bodies  of 
men  connected  with  the  dockyards  and 
arsenals,  and  connected  with  the  Revenue 
Department  and  the  Customs  in  England, 
in  whose  benefit  a  system  of  super- 
annuation has  been  established,  whereby 
the  men,  when  falling  ill  or  reaching  the 
age  of  60,  receive  a  proportion  of  their 
salary,  calculated  on  the  number  of  years 
of  service.  Here  we  have  a  very  simple 
system,  which  has  gained  ground  ever 
since  it  has  been  established,  and  which 
now  applies  to  the  mass  of  the  public 
servants  of  this  country.  But  the 
police  are  avowedly  a  very  different 
body  to  those  I  have  enumerated.  You 
cannot  apply  the  sane  rules  to  the 
superannuation  of  the  police  that  you 
can  apply  to  ordinary  public  servants. 
The  conditions  of  their  service  are  far 
more  exhausting,  and  you  cannot  post- 
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pone  their  superannoation  tintil  they 
reach  the  age  of  60  years.  You  cannot 
superannuate  the  police  on  the  same 
terms  as  you  superannuate  the  soldiers 
and  sailors,  who  have  a  comparatively 
short  service.  The  whole  question  ^ 
the  superannuation  of  tlie  poUce  is, 
therefore,  extremely  difficult,  and  I  most 
say  I  entirely  disagree  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  when  he  asks 
the  Committee  in  a  light  and  airy  way,  to 
vote  the  money  first  and  to  decide  how 
it  is  to  be  applied  afterwards.  The 
Committee  ought  first  to  know  on  what 
principle  we  are  going  to  carry  out  the 
system,  and  then  it  will  be  time  to 
decide  how  much  shall  be  contributed 
from  pubUo  funds,  and  how  much  from 
other  funds — that  is  to  say,  from  the 
contribution  of  the  men  themselves. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  be- 
ginning at  the  wrong  end.  He  ought  to 
have  laid  down  a  system  before  saying  in 
an  airy  way  that  £40,000  or  £50,000, 
or  any  other  sum,  should  be  allocated  for 
this  purpose.  This  question  is  of  great 
importance.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
think  it  a  light  matter,  and  I  differ  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  because 
I  think  it  is  desirable  to  lay  down  some- 
thing like  a  common  system  for  the 
superannuation  of  the  police  of  the  whole 
of  Scotland  before  deciding  aa  to  the 
amount  to  be  allocated  to  the  purpose. 
In  England  we  have  already  systems  of 
superannuation  in  above  100  counties 
and  boroughs.  Excepting  in  Greenock, 
there  are  no  Superannuation  Funds 
existing  in  Scotlaiid  other  than  of 
the  most  imperfect  character ;  therefore, 
in  dealing  with  Scotland,  an  opportunity 
arises  'for  laying  down  a  sound  sys- 
tem ah  initio.  It  is  also,  I  think, 
very  questionable  whether  every  Local 
Authority  should  have  its  own  inde- 
pendent Superannuation  Fund;  it 
would  be  best  to  follow  the  system  of 
superannuation  in  the  Civil  Service, 
where  the  fund  is  administered  by  one 
Central  Authority  for  the  Service  in  aU 
its  Departments.  If  the  Scotch  Police 
Fund  were  administered  by  some  repre- 
sentative police  authority  it  would,  I 
think,  be  found  not  only  more  eco- 
nomical, but  more  advantageous  to  the 
men  themselves.  The  men  would  feel 
that  they  were  all  treated  alike,  and  not 
according  to  the  arbitrary  view  of  a 
petty  Local  Anthority  having  control 
over    10    or  a  dozen    men,    and    con- 
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seqnentlj  influenced  often  toomnchbj  the 
circtunstances  of  every  man.  It  wonld 
be  agreeable  to  the  men  themselves  to 
know  that  they  had  a  thoroughly 
impartial  authority  to  administer  the 
superannuation.  To  my  mind,  it  would 
be  well  not  to  carry  the  Debate  on  these 
words  further,  but  to  let  the  whole 
matter  be  considered  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. Snch  an  inquiry  would  not 
occupy  more  than  10  days  or  a  fortnight, 
and  after  it  we  should  be  able  to 
approach  the  question  much  more  satis- 
factorily. 

(7.45.)  The  CHANCELLOR  op  ihe 
EXCHEQUER  (Mr.  Goschen,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square):  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
expects  that  the  Government  could  put 
the  cart  before  the  horse  in  the  manner  he 
suggests.  What  the  Government  now 
propose  to  do  with  regard  to  Scotland  is 
what  we  have  already  done  with  regard 
to  England.  We  have  voted  the  money 
for  England,  and  the  Bill  proposes  to  put 
Scotland  in  the  same  position  as  England. 
I  should  not  care  for  the  reproaches  that 
would  be  levelled  at  the  Government  by 
the  Scot'Ch  people  if,  the  money  having 
been  voted  for  England,  we  refused  to 
vote  the  money  for  Scotland.  I  pre- 
sume there  is  some  object  in  wishing  to 
put  off  the  Bill.  Presumably,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thinks  that  if  the  super- 
annnation  we  propose  is  not  satisfactory, 
it  wonld  be  well  to  drop  it  and  not 
use  the  money  for  that  purpose  at  all. 

•Mb.  CHILDERS  :  My  view  is 
exactly  the  reverse.  I  think  it  is 
most  important  that  this  superannuation 
question  should  be  dealt  with  this  Session, 
and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  make  the 
proposal. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Then  I  would  advise 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  secure  the 
money.  But  I  do  not  see  why  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  wish  to  postpone 
voting  the  money  for  the  present,  unless 
it  is  that  he  considers  it  possible  that  the 
money  may  not  be  wanted  at  all.  For 
my  own  part,  I  scout  the  suggestion  of 
such  a  possibility.  Scotland  must  need 
the  money,  whatever  differences  there 
may  be  amongst  Scotch  Members  as  to 
the  form  of  superannuation  to  be 
adopted.  One  word  with  regard  to  the 
extraordinary  plan  propounded  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend.  My  right  hon. 
Friend  proposes  a  superannuation  scheme 
for  the  whole  of  Scotland — a  superan- 


nuation scheme  subsidised  by  this  money 
which  we  are  proposing  to  give,  but 
which  must,  ultimately,  depend  upon  the 
rates.  He  suggests  that  in  Scotland  we 
should  have  a  Superannuation  Fund 
managed  by  the  State,  and  that  the 
localities  should  have  no  control  over  it, 
and  that  any  deficiencies  there  might  be 
should  be  made  up  out  of  the  local  rates. 
Well,  I  think  when  «ay  right  hon. 
Friend  considers  the  tendency  of  Local 
Bodies  in  Scotland,  Uke  Local  Bodies  else- 
where, to  have  a  very  decisive  voice  as 
regards  local  finance,  he  will  see  that  to 
propose  such  a  scheme  for  Scotland  would 
be  to  insure  its  rejection  at  once.  Any 
scheme  for  Scotland  placing  the  fund  for 
the  superannuation  of  the  police  in  the 
hands  of  the  State,  while  the  local  rates 
are  to  make  good  deficiencies,  will  not  be 
acceptable  to  the  Local  Authorities  in 
Scotland.  Such  a  scheme,  moreover, 
would,  necessarily,  be  of  a  cast-iron 
nature,  whereas  it  is  obvious  that  a 
different  scale  of  pensions  ought  to  apply 
to  the  rural  districts  than  to  the  large 
towns,  where  the  police  are  worked  very 
much  harder,  and  where,  therefore,  they 
are  entitled  to  higher  pensions.  Are  the 
Local  Authorities  to  determine  the  ratea 
of  pensions,  or  are  they  to  be  left  to  the 
decision  of  an  Imperial  Authority?  That 
is  the  question  I  put  in  the  best  spirit 
before  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  I 
am  quito  certain  that  whatever  scheme 
of  superannuation  may  be  adopted,  that 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  pro- 
posed wonld  not  be  just,  and  would  not 
commend  itself  to  the  people  of  Scotland. 
Ton  could  not  impose  a  new  burden  on 
the  rates  without  giving  the  localities  • 
control  over  the  scale  of  pensions.  I 
would  urge  that  against  the  proposal  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  the  main 
point  is  whether  this  money  should  be 
given  to  Scotland.  I  would  advise  the 
Scoteh  Members  to  take  the  money,  and, 
then,  whatever  form  of  superannuation 
is  established,  they  will  find  it  an  advan- 
tage to  have  this  endowment  from  the 
State. 
•(7.50.)  De.  CAMERON:  I  would 
point  out  that  much  time  would  have 
been  saved  if  Scoteh  Members  had  had 
the  information  on  Thursday  night  which 
is  vouchsafed  now.  It  is  said  that  the 
principle  of  the  proposal  is  to  base  super- 
annuation in  Scotland  on  precisely  the 
same  principle  as  that  in  England,  and 
when  last  tiie  subject  was  under  discus- 
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sion  I  rose  to  point  out  that  it  was  quite  I 
impossible  for  the  scheme  proposed  in 
England  to  be  workable  in  the  case  of 
Scotland.  On  referring  to  the  English 
Bill  1  find  it  is  proposed  to  give  a  grant 
from  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  propor- 
tionate to  the  amount  of  the  deductions 
made  from  the  paj  of  the  police,  for 
superannuation  allowances.  I  now  find 
that  it  is  propwed  to  distribute  the 
grant  in  Scotland  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  men  maintained.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  wish 
of  the  Scotch  police  has  ever  been 
ascertained  on  the  subject?  Do  thej 
know  it  is  proposed  to  impose  upon  them 
a  fine  of  2^  per  cent.,  to  be  deducted 
Irom  their  pay,  for  the  purpose  of  super- 
annuation ?  I  do  not  think  they  do. 
Do  the  Government  intend,  after  having 
started  a.  system  of  superannuation  in 
Scotland  on  the  principle  of  distribution 
according  to  the  number  of  men  main- 
tained, to  adopt  subsequently  the  English 

proposal 

The  chairman  :  It  is  out  of  order 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  proposals 
of  the  Police  Bill.  The  simple  question 
is  whether  £40,000  shall  be  allocated. 

•Db.  CAMERON  :  Exactly,  Sir  ;  and  I 
think  it  will  be  most  germane  to  that 
question  to  inquire  how  feir  the  £40,000 
will  go.  As  far  as  the  principle  of 
police  superannuation  is  concerned, 
I  am  in  favour  of  it,  but  we  should 
know  the  feeling  of  the  Police  Authori- 
ties, and  the  ratepayers  who  are  to  be 
called  upon  to  make  good  deficiencies 
should  know  what  amount  of  deficiency 
they  are  likely  to  be  called  upon  to  make 
^[ood.  We  have  no  information  on  these 
two  most  important  points.  It  is  pro- 
posed that  we  should  have  a  Committee 
on  the  subject.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
asking  too  much.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  told  us  that  the  amount  proposed 
to  be  allocated  is  more  than  sufScient  to 
«arry  out  the  scheme.  I  do  not  think 
it  will  be  at  all  adequate.  The 
heaviest  demands  will  be  made  at 
the  commencement.  Every  constable 
of  25  years'  service  when  the  Bill 
becomes  law,  will  be  entitled  to  his  pen- 
sion. I  doubt  very  much  whether  the 
police  throughout  Scotland  know  it  is 
proposed  to  take  their  pay  in  order  to 
provide  them  with  superannuation  allow- 
ances, and  I  doubt  whether  they  are 
prepared  to  submit  to  the  deductions 
without  at  once  demanding  an  equiva- 
Dr,  Cameron 


lent  increase  of  pay.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer said  we  had  better  take  the 
money  whein  we  can  get  it.  I  quite 
agree  with  him  on  that  point,  and  I 
agree  with  him  all  the  more  when  I 
remember  that  the  xight  hon.  Gentle- 
man got  the  money  for  the  English 
superannuation  scheme,  to  a  large  extent, 
by  a  perfectly  unjnst  and  unprecedented 
taxation  of  the  national  drink  in  Scot- 
land. The  Government  might  logically 
hang  up  this  £40,000  by  adding  words 
to  the  effect  that  the  money  should  be 
applied 

"  For  sach  purposes  of  police  superannaation 
in  Scotland  as  shall  be  provided  for  in  anr 
Act  that  may  be  subsequently  passed  by 
Parliament." 

This  proposal  would  enable  the  question 
to  be  considered  without  unduly  rushing 
a  Bill  of  this  magnitude  through  tbe 
House.  I  trust,  at  any  rate,  the  Go- 
vernment will  be  able  to  givo  us  some 
assurance  as  to  the  adequacy  of  tlie  sum 
proposed  to  be  given  to  Scotland,  and 
that  they  will  further  assure  us  they 
have  explained  to  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  police  that  they  will  have  to  provide 
the  most  substantial  contribution  to  the 
fund. 

(8.1.)  Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Edin- 
burgh, W.) :  The  argument  used  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that 
money  ought  to  be  voted  for  England, 
and  therefore  ought  to  be  voted  for 
Scotland,  and  that  we  had  better  take 
the  money  now  that  we  have  the 
chance,  ought  not  to  be  passed  by  with- 
out notice.  This  is  a  question  which 
has  been  frequently  under  considera- 
tion during  the  last  seven  or  eight  years. 
I  earnestly  press  on  the  Government  to 
give  an  answer  to  the  question  put  by  ray 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  Collie 
Division  of  Glasgow,  namely,  whether 
any  steps  have  been  taken  to  ascertain 
whether  their  proposals  will  be  accept- 
able to  the  great  body  of  the  police,  and 
also  to  the  large  Municipalities  in  Scot- 
land. Personally,  I  do  not  think  their 
proposals  can  be  very  widely  known,  and 
that  is  certainly  a  reason  why  we  shonid 
not  come  to  a  hasty  decision.  It  is 
important  we  should  know  how  the 
Local  Authorities,  particularly  the 
County  Councils,  will  look  at  this 
scheme.  During  the  last  seven  or  eight 
years  there  has  been  a  considerable 
alteration  in   the   view  entertained  by 
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Local  Bodies  as  to  police  saperannuaiion, 
and  therefore  the  QflTemment  must  not 
consider,  that  because  they  are  practi- 
cally re-introdncing  an  old  Bill,  they 
have  the  full  support  of  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Scotland,  llie  Local 
Authorities  will  not  be  in  possession  of 
the  Government's  proposals  until  Wed- 
nesday morning,  and  it  is  hardly  likely 
they  will  be  able  to  come  to  a  decision 
with  regard  to  them  forthwith.  I  trust 
that  ample  time  will  be  allowed  for  the 
consideration  of  this  matter  by  those 
chiefly  interested. 

(8.10.)  Mb.  MARK  STEWAUT  (Kirk- 
cudbright) :  I  can  hardly  think  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  are  serious  in  their 
opposition  to  this  section,  nor  can  I 
understand  that  the  people  of  Scotland 
will  not  be  thoroughly  satisfied  with 
this  Bill.  If  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
are  i«ising  obstacles  to  the  passing  of 
this  measure  feel  that  they  require  more 
time,  no  doi;])t  they  will  have  ample 
opportunity  of  considering  the  question 
in  all  its  bearings  when  the  Police  Bill 
is  before  the  House.  But  to  suppose 
that  the  Scotch  Police  are  not  as  anxious 
to  be  put  in  the  same  favourable  posi 
tion  as  the  police  in  England  is  a  great 
mistake.  I  am  satisfied  the  Local 
Authorities  will  think  this  measure  a 
▼ery  good  one,  and,  therefore,  I  hope  hon. 
Gentlemen  will  not  any  longer  resist  the 
passing  of  the  clause. 

(8.15.)  Mb.  duff  (Banffshire):  lap- 
prove  of  superannuation,  but  I  certainly 
think  that  the  sum  proposed,  which  is  to 
go  on  accumulating,  is  very  large,  es- 
pecially when  there  are  various  other 
objects  in  Scotland  to  which  the  money 
could  be  applied.  At  the  same  time, 
while  desiring  further  information,  I  am 
far  from  being  opposed  or  antagonistic 
in  any  way  to  a  proper  and  well- 
considered  scheme  of  police  superannua- 
tion. 

(8.16.)  Sib  G.  CAMPBELL  :  It 
seems  to  me  that  when  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  told  us  we  had  better 
take  this  money  when  we  could  get  it, 
he  forgot  we  have  got  it  already.  We 
have  gotit  underthe  Inland  B«venue  Bill, 
and  now  we  are  considering  how  it  is  to 
be  distributed.  I  think  the  superannua- 
tion of  the  police  is  a  desirable  object  ; 
but  the  question  is,  whether  £40,000 
which  is  proposed  to  be  given,  is  a  right 
Bum  to  give  for  that  object.  In  regard 
to  that  question,  I  have  not  heard  a  word 

VOL.   CCCXLV.     [thibd  BBBiis.] 


from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The 
Lord  Advocate  seems  determined  by  his 
silence  to  justify  the  suggestion  that  he 
was  not  wanted  here  and  that  we  have 
brought  him  up  from  Scotland  fornothing. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Scotland  gave  us  the  best  answer  he 
could  under  the  instruction  he  had,  but 
he  diJ.  not  say  why, the  Government 
fixed  upon  this  particular  sum.  I  did 
think  we  should  have  had  some  actuarial 
calculation,  but  we  have  had  nothing  of 
the  kind.  The  Solicitor  General  believes 
that  for  some  years  there  will  be  a  great 
deal  more  money  than  is  required.  Is  it 
desirable  to  bottle  up  this  money  for 
purposes  which,  perhaps,  may  never  arise, 
when  there  are  extremely  pressing 
necessities  in  Scotland  for  more  money  ? 
We  are  just  short  of  getting  free  educa- 
tion ;  we  want  something  added  to  what 
we  have  not  got  to  complete  the  matter. 
Indeed,  there  are  many  subjecte  to 
which  this  money  could  be  applied,  and, 
therefore,  I  think  we  ought  to  be  told 
what  are  the  reasons  under  which  they 
ask  the  House  to  give  this  particular 
sum  for  this  particular  purpose. 

(8.20.)  Mk.  LYELL  (Orkney  and 
Shetland)  :  As  representing  Orkney  and 
Shetland,  I  object  ientirely  to  this  pro- 
posal. My  constituency  will  not  receive 
a  single  penny  of  this  money,  and  1  am 
not  aware  that  the  Government  are  ■ 
going  to  refuse  the  increased  duty  from 
spirits  and  beer  which  my  constituents  - 
will  have  to  pay.  The  superannuation 
grant  is  only  to  be  given  on  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  and 
only  when  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
obtains  a  certificate  from  an  Inspector  of 
police  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  local 
force.  The  Police  Force  of  Orkney  and 
Shetland  have  remained  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  the  Central  Authority,  and 
receive  no  portion  of  the  grant  for  the 
pay  and  clothing  of  the  police.  They 
have  maintained  their  independence,  and 
I  think  it  very  unfair  that  the  people  of 
Orkney  and  Shetland  should  be  forced 
to  contribute  towards  this  large  sum  of 
money,  and  obtain  nothing  in  return  for 
it,  in  the  way  of  grant  for  police  super- 
annuation, that  I  can  see. 

(8.23.)  The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr. 
J.  P.  B.  Robertson,  Bute) :  The  question 
as  to  how  much  money  will  be  required  is 
one  which,  owing  to  the.nature  of  the  con- 
dition, requires  to  be  answered  guardedly, 
because,  iJE  we  take  the  question  of  how 
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much  money  will  be  required  at  once,  it 
is  obvions  that  that  is  a  partial  and  one- 
sided view.  We  have  to  deal  with  a 
case  where  the  nnmber  of  pensioners  will 
continne  to  increase  for  a  number  of 
years  to  come. 

Mb.  HUNTER:  Perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  allow  me  to  put  the 
matter  a  little  clearer.  I  asked  whether 
the  Bill  is  intended  to  apply  to  those 
now  in  the  Force  and  eligible,  but  who 
have  contributed  nothing,  or  only  to 
those  who  may  come  into  the  Force. 

Mr.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON:  It  is 
proposed  to  let  the  men  who  are  now 
superannuated  receive  benefit  at  once. 
It  has  been  asked  whether  the  assent  of 
the  police  has  been  obtained  for  this 
scheme.  If  that  means  whether  a 
plebiscite  has  been  taken,  certainly  not. 
Bat  there  is  one  reason  why  there  can  be 
no  objection  to  the  passing  of  the  scheme 
so  far  as  individual  interests  are  con- 
cerned, and  that  is  that  there  is  a  clause 
expressly  providing  that  if  anyone  dis- 
likes the  terms,  he  may  remain  outside 
the  scheme,  and  that  without  prejudice 
to  his  position.  As  to  whether  £40,000 
will  be  required  at  once,  I  will  point  out 
that,  assuming  300  men  were  to  retire  at 
once,  and  that  each  was  allowed  £50,  the 
amount  required  at  once  would  be 
£15,000.  We  have  looked  into  this 
matter  very  carefully,  and  we  have  found 
that  as  we  go  on  the  amount  demanded 
will  rise  up  to  so  large  a  sum  that  it  will 
exceed  immensely  the  sum  of  £40,000  ; 
and,  therefore,  it  will  be  fallacious  to 
treat  this  question  as  one  which  can  be 
answered  absolutely.  We  must  deal 
with  it  in  a  sensible  way,  and  there  is 
«very  reason  to  believe  that  a  grant  of 
£40,000  will  not  entail  an  inordinate 
claim  on  the  ratepayers,  because  we  shall 
have  the  2J  per  cent.,  which  will  amount 
to  £7,500  a  year,  and  other  contributions 
will  amount  to  a  <)onsidorable  sum.  The 
residue  necessary  to  be  found  wUl,  of 
course,  fall  upon  'the  ratepayers.  This 
scheme  is,  as  every  superannuation 
scheme  must  be,  one  in  which  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Imperial  contribution 
shall  be  but  a  contribution,  and  not  a 
sum  which  will  carry  the  whole  burden. 
Further,  it  is  desirable  that  there  shall 
be  some  stimulus  to  the  savings  of  the 
men,  and  that  they  shall  have  an  interest 
in  the  fund  to  which  they  are  con- 
tributories.  I  have  frankly  stated  the 
financial  aspect  of  the  question,  and  all  I 
Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robertson 


can  say  is  that  this  is  a  reasonable  and 
adequate  contribution  in  order  to  put 
the  scheme  upon  a  iaxe  footing.  I  do 
not  wish  to  throw  at  hon.  Gentlemen  tiie 
taunt  or  suggestion  that  they  are  opposed 
to  the  superannuation  of  the  police,  but 
they  <  an  best  get  rid  of  any  doubt  on 
that  point  by  proceeding  to  accept  this 
clause,  which  does  not  go  into  any  of  the 
details.  The  Grovemment  do  not  propose 
a  Select  Committee  to  deal  with  this 
matter,  but  it  may  b»  sent  to  a  Grand 
Committee,  where  it  can  have  a  business- 
like discussion.     (8.30.) 

(9.2.)  Notice  taken,  that  40  Members 
were  not  present;  House  counted,  and 
40  Members  being  found  present. 

(9.5.)     Mb.    HUNTER:    There  was 
one  statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  which  I  should  like  to  say 
a    word.     The    right    hon.     Gentlenum 
objected  that  if  this  scheme  is  rejected 
the  ultimate  liability  will  be  cast  on  the 
ratepayers.     It    is  true    that  the  Bill 
provides  for  an  ultimate  liability,"  but  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  that  proposal 
can     be     sustained.     It    certainly    will 
receive  a  most  vigorous  opposition  from 
this  side  of  the  House  in  the  absence  of 
the    exact   calculations  with  which  the 
Government  ought  to  furnish  the  Com- 
mittee.   I  would  compare  the  us©  of  that 
argument  with  the  assertion  sometimes 
made   in  support  of  the  solvency  of  a 
Friendly  Society  in  the  words,   "  If  we 
cannot  pay  our  way,  we  can  make  a  levy." 
I  regret  very  much  that  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate indicated  the  opinion  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  that  the  Superannuation 
Bill   should   be   referred  to  the   Grand 
Committee   on   Law.     The   question  of 
superannuation  ought  not  to  be  referred 
to  the  Grand  Committee,  because  that 
Committee  cannot  hear  witnesses.     The 
matter  should  go  to  a  Select  Committee, 
because  the  Committee  will  require  the 
evidence  of  actuarial  experts,  for  it  is 
evident  that  at  the  present  moment  the 
Government  are  entirely  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  financial  position  of  their  scheme. 
How  utterly  erroneous  their  view  is,  the 
Government  have  shown  in  one  part  of 
their  Bill.     One  clause  says  the  contri- 
bution from  the  £40,000  should  be  equal 
to  the  weekly  payments  of  the  men,  but 
as  the  deductions  from  the  men  are  to  be 
at  the  rate  of  2i  per  cent.,  which  would 
yield  only  £7,300,  the  £40,000  would  be 
5^  times  the  contribution  from  the  Force, 
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«qaivaleiit  to  an  increase  in  wages  of 
Ss.  9d.  in  the  £1,  which  would  be  an 
enormons  increase  in  the  amount  arail- 
able  for  the  Police  Force.  I  mention 
that,  not  becausa  I  object  to  the  increase, 
lai^  as  it  would  be,  but  because  I  think 
that,  if  the  Qovemment  were  really  to 
^  into  the  question,  they  would  find 
that  sum  would  enable  them  to  g^ve 
iax  larger  benefits  to  the  police  than 
they  have  under  the  Superannua- 
tion Bill.  Take,  for  example,  the 
total  amount  required  to  superannuate 
the  existing  officers.  The  proposal  to 
give  two-thirds  of  the  actual  pay  a  con- 
stable is  enjoying  would  require  a  certain 
«um  of  money.  The  Lord  Advocate  did 
not  tell  us  how  much  the  superannua- 
tion of  the  police  would  cost,  but  I  have 
made  a  calculation  based  on  the  mini- 
mum  figure  in  regard  to  age.  Putting 
•down  pensions  for  officers  at*  £60  and 
men  at  J&50,  I  estimate  that  the  sum 
vequired  is  j£18,840.  The  other  propo- 
sals in  the  Bill  are  quite  insufficient  to 
bring  the  sum  up  to  je30,000.  Yet  it 
is  obvious  that  the  grant  supplemented 
by  the  contribution  of  the  men  and 
ly  money  derived  from  other  sources 
must  be  considerably  in  excess  of 
£50,000.  The  total  cost  of  the  police 
in  Scotland  is  only  £292,000,  and  a 
sixth  part  of  that  sum  would  make  a  very 
heavy  Pension  List.  These  are  points  on 
which  I  think  we  should  have  some  infor- 
mation. I  do  not  bring  this  forward  for 
the  purpose  of  pressing  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate for  an  answer,  but  I  do  it  for  the 
purpose  of  impressing  on  him  the  im- 
portance of  referring  the  matter  tu  a 
Select  Committee  in  order  to'obtain  some 
actuarial  evidence.  AccordingtotheBales 
of  Debate,  I  may  not  discuss  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill,  but  I  believe  I  shall  be  in 
order  in  saying  what  would  be  the  kind  of 
superannuation  for  which  I  would  gladly 
vote.  I  should  desire  that  a  superan- 
nuation should  be  based  on  the  idea  of  an 
Insurance  and  Provident  Fund,  and  on 
which  the  contributions  of  tlio  men 
themselves  should  form  a  most  material 
circumstance,  both  in  determining  the 
time  at  which  they  should  receive  the 
pensions  and  the  amount  they  should  be 
paid.  I  would  say,  not  only  that  a  cer- 
tain age  should  entitle  a  man  to  a  pen- 
sion, but  that  he  ought  to  be  entitled  to 
a  pension  if  he  is  permanently  disabled 
from  any  cause,  whether  previous  to  that 
age  or  not,  and  provision  should  be  made 


for  the  children  of  any  man  who  is 
killed  until  the  youngest  is  16  years  of 
age.  Provisions  of  that  kind  may  be 
found  in  the  BUI,  but  I  would  make  the 
measure  more  extensive.  If  we  take 
this  Bill  before  an  ordinary  Select  Com- 
mittee, it  may  be  that  we  shall  hear 
enough  to  satisfy  us  that  a  larger 
object  would  be  obtained  by  this  sum 
of  money.  The  Lord  Advocate  may 
take  a  different  view,  and,  therefore, 
it  is  most  important  that  wo  should  have 
this  Committee  before  which  evidence 
can  be  given  decisively  one  way  or  the 
other.  I  believe  that  with  this  £40,000 
a  great  deal  more  than  is  proposed  by 
the  Government  ought  to  be  accomplished 
in  the  way  of  police  superannuation. 
And  before  I  sit  down  I  should  like  to 
say  that  whatever  pension  is  paid  ought 
to  be  paid  as  a  right  and  not  as  a  favour. 
Is  it  to  be  paid  as  a  fevour  ?  ["  No,  no ! "] 
I  infer  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
denial  that  he  will  be  willing  to  strike 
out  that  portion  of  the  Bill,  Emd  I  will 
put  down  Amendments  for  that  purpose. 
Then,  the  pension  should  be  absolutely 
irrevocable.  To  say  that  a  certain 
amount  of  money  is  due  to  a  man  as  a 
legal  debt,  and  then  to  say  that  if  he 
does  something  or  other  it  will  be  taken 
away,  is  inconsistent  with  the  theory  of 
insurance  and  thoroughly  objectionable. 
I  think  a  considerable  pa^  of  the  fund 
should  be  found  from  the  contributions 
of  the  men.  As  matters  now  stand,  the 
contributions  of  the  men  cannot  be  more 
than  one-seventh  of  the  whole — that  is 
to  say,  six-sevenths  are  to  be  contributed 
by  the  State  and  one-seventh  by  the 
men.  I  am  not  sure  that  a  larger  sum 
should  not  be  contributed  by  the  men. 
It  would  be  a  most  satisfactory  way  of 
dealing  with  the  question  for  the 
Government  to  give  us  some  information 
as  to  the  persons  they  have  consulted 
and  the  information  they  have  received 
as  the  basis  of  their  calculation,  or  for 
them  to  put  before  us  in  the  form  of  a 
Paper  the  practical  scheme  they  intend 
to  work  out.  When  I  rose  at  an  earUer 
portion  of  the  evening  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee, 
and  said  if  his  answer  was  not  satis- 
factory 1  should  move  to  report 
Progress,  I  was  actuated  entirely 
by  a  desire  to  enable  the  Government 
to  get  through  with  this  question. 
We  heard  nothing  about  that  question 
until  the  very  last  moment,  when  the 
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Lord  Advocate  interposed.  I  am  sure 
hon.  Members  will  agree  with  me  that 
the  deiails  of  this  qaestion  can  be  better 
discussed  in  a  Select  Committee  than  in 
Ck>mmittee  of  the  whole  House.  It  is 
impossible  to  exaggerate  theimportance  of 
this  question.  We  have  now  an  oppor- 
tnnity  of  starting  a  system  financially 
sound  from  the  beginning  and  bound  to 
be  sound  all  through.  I  am  sure  that  the 
proceedings  before  a  Select  Committee 
will  be  at  least  as  short  as  proceedings 
before  this  House  would  be,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  results  obtained  would  be  much 
more  satisfactory.  Personally,  I  am 
fikvourable  to  a  scheme  of  superannuation, 
and  I  am  only  anxious  to  render  the  Gk>- 
vemment  every  assistance  in  my  power 
in  obtaining  as  good  a  scheme  as  possible. 

•(9.22.)  Me.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  wish 
to  state  a  further  reason  why  the  Bill 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
rather  than  to  the  Grand  Committee  on 

Law 

The  CHAIRMAN:  1  must  point  out 
that  the  Motion  before  the  Committee 
refers  to  the  allocation  of  £40,000  to  the 
Superannuation  Fund,  and  any  question 
as  to  the  desirability  of  referring  the 
Bill  to  a  Select  Committee  or  a  Grand 
Committee,  except  in  strict  connection 
with  that,  is  quite  irrelevant. 

•(9.23.)  .  Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNER- 
MAN  (Stirling,  &c.) :  1  anticipate  with 
some  degree  of  certainty  that  it  may  be 
imputed  to  my  hon.  Friends  that  they 
are  spinning  out  the  Debate  for  some 
ulterior  reason,  but  I  can  assure  the 
Government  that  they  had  no  such  idea. 
If  they  had  such  an  idea  it  would  be  a 
very  foolish  one,  because  the  next  sub- 
section provides  ample  opportunity  for 
Debate.  The  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  a  serious  one,  and  my  hon. 
Friends  have  treated  it  with  considerable 
forbearance.  My  hon.  Friend  would 
have  been  justified  in  moving  to  report 
Progress,  l^cause  we  have,  until  this 
afternoon,  received  no  information  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  money  is  to  be 
expended,  and  the  Bill  introduced  this 
evening  reached  the  hands  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers too  late  to  be  studied  before  discuss- 
ing the  sub-section  before  the  Committee. 
The  question  of  police  superannuation  is 
entirely  new  in  Scotland.  We  have  a 
blank  sheet  of  paper  on  which  to  write, 
and  it  is,  therefore,  all  the  more  necessary 
that  Scottishopinioii  should  be  thoroughly 
informed  on  the  subject.  I  am  not  sure 
Mr.  Hunter 


that  in  every  part  of  Scotland  there  i» 
a  burning  desire  to  have  any  system  of 
superannuation.     Scotch  Members,  how- 
ever, wish  to  know  «pon  what  data  th* 
Government    arrive     at    the     sum    ol 
£40,000.    I  will  tell  the  Committee  why 
I  think  they  ask  for  £40,000.     When 
the  Gk>vemment  made  up  their  minds  to 
impose  the  tax  on  spirits,  they  had  an 
object  to  serve  in  England;  but  when 
they  came  to  Scotland,  they  found  them- 
selves with  the  money  in  hand,  and  had 
to  look  about  for  some  object  to  which 
they  might  apply  it.     That  is  the  cart 
before  the  horse  with  a  vengeance.    My 
idea  of  finance  is  that  yoa  should,  first  of 
all,  find  the  object  for  which  you  wish  U> 
expend  the  money,  and  then  lay  on  the 
taxes  to  meet  the  expenditure.     If  my 
supposition  is  not  correct,  let  us   have 
from  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  some  little  information  as  to 
the   data  on  which  this  sum  is    based. 
The  figures  quoted  to-aight  on  this  aide 
of    the    House    would  seem    to    imply 
that  this  is  a  grossly  exaggerated  sum. 
I  have  already  said  that  I  do  not  look 
with  much  favour  on  the  policy  of  Police 
Supeirannuation.     That  is  my  personal, 
acEudemic,  and  pious  opinion.    But  if  this 
thing    is  to    be    done   at   all,    we,    at 
least,  do  not  want  to  vote  a  larger  sum 
of  money  than  is  necessary.     We  furtlier 
want  to  know  what  reason  there  is  to 
suppose  that  this  money  is  needed.    The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  adopted  a- 
tone  on  this  subject  which  I,  as  a  Scotch* 
man,  do  not  much  admire.     He  looked 
rather  knowingly,    and   he   said  to     ns, 
"Surely  Scotch  Members  won't  refuse 
this  money  when  it  is  offered  to  them  ; 
they  will  take  it,  and  then,  afterwards, 
they   will  see  how  it  is  to  be   applied 
under  the  Police  BUI."      That  is  the  old 
Cockney  view  of  the  Scotchman — that  he 
is  a  greedy  fellow,  anxious  to  take  money 
from   whatever  source  he  can  get  it.      I 
do    not    accept    that    character   of    my 
countrymen.     They  are  a  frugal  people, 
who  do  not  wish  to  see  their  own  money 
mis-spent,  and  who  do  not  wish  to  see  tb« 
money  of  other  people  mis.spent.      We 
are  entitled  to  ask  for  more  information 
than  we  have  yet  received.     We    were 
told  the  other  night   that  we    had  no 
reason  to  complain,  because  this  was  the 
way  in  which  the  English  Bill  was  dealt 
with — that  the  sum  of  money  wes  voted 
before  the  Bill  was  introduced.     If    that 
bad    example    was    set    and    protested 
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against  at  the  time,  there  was  all  the 
more  reason  for  aToiding  it  on  this 
occasion.  Then  we  were  told  that  the 
JBill  was  a  very  simple  matter,  because 
it  followed  the  EngUsh  precedent.  If 
tha,t  were  so,  it  was  the  more  easy  to 
produce  the  Scotch  Bill  earlier.  On  every 
^onnd  we  have  reason  to  complain  that 
we  have  received  so  little  accurate 
information  on  the  subject  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  So  far  from 
making  any  nnreasonable  demand  upon 
*he  Government,  the  Scotch  Members 
iave  been  most  forbearing  in  not  inter- 
posing a  Motion  for  the  Adjournment  on 
«the  ground  that  we  have  not  in  our 
poesesijion  that  which  I  feel  perfectly  cer- 
tain— ^if  there  is  a  real  foundation  for  this 
«oheme — the  Government  will  give  us  in 
a  moment,  namely,  the  positive  data 
npon  which  this  sum  of  £40,000  has 
been  arrived  at,  and  in  what  proportion 
the  sum  which  lis  to  superannuate  the 
police  is  to  be  derived  from  its  different 
.sources. 

•(9.5.)  The  SECRETARY  or  STATE 
roB,  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matihews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  I  regret  I 
was  not  here  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  observations,  but 
I  think  I  can  give  a  general  answer  to  his 
<[uestion.  I  believe  the  tendency  of  his 
remarks  and  those  of  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  Scotland  is  that  £40,000  is  too 
much.  I  would  point  out  that  actuarial 
calculations  are  the  most  difficult  and 
impossible  to  present  with  accuracy ; 
1>ut  from  the  informationil  have,  I  believe 
myself  that  the  sum  of  £40,000  in  a  few 
jeaxs  will  not  represent  much  more  than 
one-third  of  the  police  superannuation. 

•Mb.    CAMPBELL  -  BANNERM AN  : 
For  Scotland? 

•Ma.MATTHEWS:  Yes;I  can  only  give 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  general  figures 
onthesubject.  Audi  take  the  Police  Force 
of  London,  in  which  the  police  superan- 
Buation  is  less  excessive  and  liberal 
than  is  provided  for  in  this  Bill.  It  was 
in  1862  that  the  extravagant  and  exces- 
^ixre  scale  of  superannuation  was  brought 
■ander  notice  by  Sir  (Jeorge  Grey,  and  it 
<wa8  thenreduced  to  the  present  scale.  I'he 
present  expenditure  on  the  15,000 
zaembers  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  is 
.£202,591  a  year,  and  I  am  told  by 
actuaries  that  we  are  likely  to  have  that 
amount  doubled,  and  that,  ultimately, 
the  charge  will  be  more  than  £400,000. 
I  agree  that  the  analogy  I  have  given 


is  rather  a  rough  one,  but  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  give  a  correct  actu- 
arial result.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  take  the  trouble  to  turn  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  in 
1877,  he  will  find  that  they  waited 
for  two  years  until  Dr.  Farr  got  out  of 
the  police  books  the  data  on  which  were 
based  certain  Resolutions  laid  before  the 
Committee.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  after  all 
the  elaborate  research,  the  g^i-eater  part  of 
Dr.  Farr's  conclusions  were  mistaken. 
The  number  of  pensioners  in  the  Metro- 
politan Force  turned  out  to  be  double 
what  he  estimated. 

•Mb.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN: 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  any 
reason  why  the  actuarial  calculations  of 
the  amount  of  pensions  should  be  so 
much  more  difficult  in  the  case  of  the 
Police  Force  than  in  the  case  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  and  the  Civil  Service  1 

•Mr.  MATTHEWS  :   I  will  not  enter 
upon   the    question  of   the    Army   and 
Navy.      I    have    not    considered  these 
two    Forces.      I    have   told    the    right 
hon.  Gentleman  of  the  difficulty  in  the 
case  of  the  Police  Force.     Observe  that 
from    15  years  to   25  years,  if  a  man 
is  disabled  from  duty,  he  is  entitled  to  a 
pension.     That  disablement  depends  on 
a   thousand   and  one   contingencies.     I 
daresay,  if  you  took  300,000  policemen, 
you  might  be  able  to  get  an  average 
which  would  afford  a  basis  for  probable 
calculations.     But  you  cannot  get  any- 
thing like  that  number  to  enable  you  to 
estimate  the  number  of  pensioners.     Dr. 
Farr  calculated  the  number  of  pensioners 
at  14  to  the  100;  but  the  result  has 
shown  that  38,  instead  of  14,  is  the  actual 
number  taken  out.     We  have  consulted 
the  best  opinion  we  could  get,  and  the 
Actuary  (Mr.  Finlaison),  who  was  con- 
sulted also  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  (the 
Lord  Advocate),  informs   me   that  the 
amountof  superannuation  may  be  expected 
to  go  up  from  £202,591  to  £550,000.  See- 
ing that  we  are  giving  to  Scotland  with 
4,000  police    £40,000,   the  right    hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  that,  approximately, 
the  proportion  is  the  same  as  £150,000 
for  the  Metropolis.     I  really  have  not 
the  information  with  regard  to  Scotland. 
We   want  to  know,  for  instance,  how 
many  of  the  Scotch  Police  have  taken 
service  for  25  years,  and  would  come 
out  under  the  Bill  at  once. 

Mb.     CALDWELL     (Glasgow,     St. 
RoUox):  370. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


17iV  Loeed  Taxation  (CiMtoms    {CX)MMONS}       and  ExeUe)  DrUiet  BiU.    1713 


•ifB.  MATTHEWS :  I  have  not   been 
able  to  obtain  that  figure,  and  I  have  very 
grare  doubts  as  to  its  accnracy.     How- 
ever, it  reallj  does  not  matter  for  the 
purpose  of  my  argument.       You  have  to 
ascertain  the  number  who  have  served 
15  yeara,  and   the  number  likely  to  be 
disabled  by  sickness  or  accident.  Possibly, 
for   the  'first  three  or  four  years  the 
£40,000  ^ill  be  too  much,  though  I  do 
not  think  that  will  be  found  to  be  the 
case.     Bat  should  it  turn  out  so,  then 
Clause  22  of  the  Police  Bill  provides  that 
part    of    the    aooumulations    may     be 
devoted  to  other  local  purposes.     But  I 
own,  myself,  that  I  do  not  think  that 
£40,000  in  Scotland  will  be  too  much,  even 
if  the  funds  are  allowed  to  accumulate. 
(9.45.)  Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
ha^mpton,  E.)  :  The  speech  just  made  by 
tha  right  hon.  Gentleman  is   the   most 
important    speech    that    has    yet   been 
meide  daring  the  Debates  on  this  Bill, 
because  it  alters  the  whole  situation  of 
the  case  both  as  regards  England  and 
Scotland,  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  told  us,  but  without  producing  the 
Papers  on  which  his  calcukition  rests — 
Papers  which  the  House  ought  to  have 
if  they  are  in    existence — that  which 
mtisfc  be  appalling  both  to  County  and 
Borough     Members,     and    which    will 
necessitate  a  re-consideration  of  the  whole 
position.     The   entire  amount  now  paid 
in  pensions  is  £371,000,  and  the  Home 
Secretary  has  told  ua  we  must  count 
upon  that  sum  being  at  least  doubled,  so 
that  it  will  amount  to  between  £700,000 
and  £800,000.    The  result  will  be  that, 
infitead  of  the  counties  and  boroughs 
deriving  an    expected  advantage  from 
the  £150,000  a  year,  which  is  to  be  given 
under  the  Bill,  they  will  have  to  pay 
an  enormous  ainount  in  addition  to  what 
they   already  contribute.      I  think  the 
Government  will  find  that  the  boroughs 
and  counties  of  England  will  have  a  good 
deal  to  say  before  they  sanction  a  system 
of   police     superannuation    which    will 
involve  such  a  vast  increase  of  expendi- 
ture.    We  have  some  figures — ^not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  actuarial  calcula- 
tions,    which    are    hidden  somewhere 
among  the  archives  of  the  Home  0£Sce 
— on  which  we  can  go.     I  allude  to  the 
Betums  furnished  by  the  Under  Secre- 
tary.    From  these   the  House  can  form 
some  opinion  as  to  how  the  Police  Fund 
is-working,  and  how  this  proposal  will 
affect    the    Scotch    people.     There    are 


4,100  policemen  in  Scotland.    Now,  let 
me  take  one  or  two  typical  cases  in  Eng- 
land, where  I  know  in  one  case,  and  I 
believe  in  the  other,  the  Superannuation 
Fund  is  administered  efficiently,  liberally, 
and  well.     In  Liverpool  the  Police  Force 
is  as  nearly  as  possible  one-third  that  of 
Scotland,   namely,   Liverpool   has   1,346 
policemen,  against  4,100  in  Scoiknd; 
the  entire  amount  paid  in  pensions  in 
Liverpool  is  £1,700  a  year,  upon  which 
basis  the  amount  required  for  Scotland 
would     be     £23,000     a    year.       Then 
I    take    the    County    of    Staffordshire. 
The  Police  Fund  there  is  divided  among 
three  counties,  rated  by  three  separat» 
rates,  there  being  a  town  poUoe,  a  patrol 
police,  and  a  rural  police.     Staffordriiire 
has  a  large  accumulated  fund,  which  is- 
not  only  in  a  position  of  perfect  solves^, 
but    out  of  which  the    men  are   most 
liberally  dealt  with.      There  are  nearly 
600    policemen     in    Staffordshire,    the 
number  being  581,  and  the  sum  paid  in 
pensions  is  £3,500  a  year.     On  that  ba6i» 
the  amount  required  for  Scotland  would 
be  £24,000  a  year.      If  you  go  between 
those  two  figures,  namely,  £24,000  and 
£33,000,  it  would  seem  impossible  to 
spend  anjrthing  like  £50,000  a  year  in 
police  pensions  in  Scotland. 

•The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritcbie,. 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  Geoi^e's) :  £40,000 
a  year. 

•(9.50.)Mr.H.H.FOWLER:  The  contri- 
bution of  the  Government  is  to  be£40,00O 
a  year;  but,  taking  the  deductions  from 
the  men's  pay  at  2  J  per  cent,  there  will  be 
an  extra  amount  of  £10,000,  which  will 
make  the  total  £50,000.  The  ChanceUor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  indignantly  de- 
nounced the  scheme  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Edin- 
burgh (Mr.  Childers)  that  he  should 
make  a  common  fund  ;  in  which  case,  1 
believe,  there  would  be  no  burden  on 
the  Scotch  rates  at  all ;  but  whether  this- 
be  so  or  not,  it  is  evident  that  £40,000 
a  year  would  be  enormously  in  excess  of 
the  requirements  of  Scotland.  Such  an 
expenditure  is  unknown  either  in  the-' 
Civil  Service  or  in  the  Army  and  Navy, 
and  would  be  an  intolerable  burden  upon 
the  country.  This  proposal  very  strongly 
confirms  my  determination  to  resist  thi& 
measure. 

•(9.52.)  Mb.  RITCHIE:  The  Hon» 
Secretary  has  pointed  out  that  the  actu- 
arial calculations  on  this  matter  are  not 
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altogether  reliable,  while  some  of  them 
liaye  been  shown  to  be  incorrect.  As  I 
niulerstand,  however,  there  seems  to  be 
a  general  opinion  in  the  House  that  the 
matter  requires  farther  investigation. 
[An  hon.  Member  :  A  Select  Committee.] 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  after  the  various 
statements  that  have  been  made,  that 
th9re  is  considerable  room  for  diSerence 
of  opinion  on  the  question,  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  desire  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee is  not  accompanied  by  anj-  wish 
to  delay  the  application  of  the  principle 
of  superannuation  or  to  throw  any 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  settling  the 
question.  Under  those  circnmstances, 
the  Government,  anxious  to  meet  the 
•wishes  of  the  House  that  the  subject 
shall  be  fully  investigated,  and  believing 
that  this  coarse  will  ibe  generally 
approved,  will  consant  to  the  suggestion 
as  to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee. 

(9.54.)  Mk.  STOREY  (Sunderland)  :n 
this  were  a  purely  Scotch  quarrel  I  should 
not  have  entered  into  it ;  but  as  several 
English  Members  have  taken  part  in  the 
Debate,  perhaps  I,  as  representing  a  con- 
stituency near  the  Scottish  border,  mtyr 
be  allowed  to  offer  a  few  remarks.  Al- 
though what  I  am  about  to  say  may  be 
regarded  as  a  voice  crying  in  the  wilder- 
ness, I  cannot  but  think  that  the  whole 
system  under  which  the  Government 
propose  to  superannuate  the  police  is 
utterly  wrong.  I  cannot  see  why  the 
police  should  be  treated  better  in  Scot- 
land than  the  soldiers  who  fight  for  their 
country,  and  I  entirely  object  to  an 
arrangement  under  which  the  servants 
of  one  Department  of  the  State  are 
allowed  the  benefit  of  this  superannuation 
process.  I  warn  the  Government  to  look  to 
this  matter.  The  Socialistic  claim  is  that 
all  men  should  be  pensioned  by  the  State 
at  a  certain  age,  and  this  will  receive 
strong  support  from  this  attempt  to 
superannuate  the  Scotch  Police.  At  the 
present  moment  we  are  paying  a 
sam  amounting  altogether  to  between 
£6,000,000  and  ^67,000,000  for  what  I 
niay  call  dead  men ;  that  is,  men  who  are 
4etBMd  so  &,r  as  the  service  of  the  State  is 
concerned  ;  and  now  it  is  proposed  that 
this  system  shall  be  extended  to  the 
police  throughout  the  country.  I  am 
astonished  to  find  that  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  should,  of 
all  men,  be  the  Minister  to  propose  a 
ifieasure  like  this,  because  two  years  ago, 
when  he   brought    forward  his     Local 


Government  Bill,  many  on  those  Benches 
applauded  his  statement  that  the  ajicient 
rotten  systim  of  subvention  hj  the 
Central  Authority  to  the  Local  Authority 
was  to  be  done  away  with  ;  that  the 
ancient  system  of  centralisation  was  to 
be  put  an  end  to ;  and  that  in  future  not 
only  the  old  Local  Authorities,  but  the 
new  Authorities,  who  are  his  own  chil- 
dren, should  have  to  deal  only  with  their 
own  burdens. 

The  chairman  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  be  is  travelling 
somewhat  wide  of  the  question. 

.Mr.  STOREY:  I  am  only  arguing 
that  it  is  wrong  to  spend  this  £40,000 
for  police  superannuation  in  Scotland, 
and  was  illustrating  my  argument  by 
the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  re-introducing  the  very  system  he 
professed  to  destroy  two  years  ago. 
Who  is  to  arrange  it?  Are  the  Munici- 
palities in  Scotland  to  do  as  they  please  ; 
are  the  County  Authorities  to  make  what 
arrangement  they  choose  1  Not  so.  The 
Home  Secretary  comes  here  and  resusci- 
tates that  old-fsbshioned  and  condemned 
method  of  using  the  central  power  to 
control  the  local  power.  The  Govern- 
ment propose  the  form  in  which  the 
Local  Authority  should  give  this  super- 
annuation, but  they  go  a  step  further 
in  the  very  bad  system.  Under  the  old 
system  we  in  Berwickshire  could  get  rid 
of  the  control  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man at  any  time  by  refnsing  the  half 
grant.  But  what  is  the  case  now  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  gives  us  the 
money,  and,  at  the  same  time,  introduces 
a  Bill  which  will  become  an  Act, 
which  will  be  binding  on  all  the  Local 
Authorities  in  Scotland.  Therefore,  in 
this  system  of  police  superannuation,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  re-introduoing 
in  a  baser  form  the  very  vice  of  control 
by  the  Central  Authority  which  he  put 
an  end  to  two  years  ago.  I,  in  common 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton,  have  been 
concerned  to  hear  what  cost  all  this  is  to 
involve  the  Municipalities  in.  In  our 
own  borough  the  County  Council  will,  I 
believe,  reject  the  Bill ;  but  the  police 
have  already  done  so,  and  they  have 
done  so  because  they  decline  utterly  to 
have  this  cast-iron  rule  laid  down 
for  them  by  the  Central  Authority 
in      London — to     have     it     arranged 
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(10.8.)    Mr.  Mabe  Stbwabt  roes  in  his 
place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
Question  be  now  put ; "  but  the  Chair- 
UAM  withheld  his   assent,  and  declined 
then  to  put  that  question. 
•(10.9.)    Mr.  ESSLEMONT:  I  think 
the  prohibitory  Motion  which  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Mark  Stewart)   has  put, 
will  not  do  much  to  further  the  interests 
of  police    superannuation  in    Scotland. 
As  a  Scotchr  Member  who  has  believed 
for  many  years  that  a  primd  /ode  case 
has  been  made  out  for  superannuation, 
I   think  the  proposal  of  the  President 
of    the    Ix)cal   Government    Board,    to 
refer  the  Police  Superannuation  (Scot- 
land)  Bill  to  a  Select   Committee,  is, 
in  many  respects,  satisfactory.    We  have 
only  lat«  this  afternoon  received  the  Bill, 
which  contains  a  great  many  intricate 
clauses  and  startling  proposals,  and  it  is 
but  reasonable  that  time  should  be  given 
to  fully  consider  the  nature  of  these  pro- 
posals.    I  can   assure  the   Government 
that  the  proposal  that  a  policeman  earn- 
ing   24s.    a  week    should,    at   the  age 
of  46,  receive  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life    16s.    a    week,    is     one    which    it 
will     be     very     difficult     to      induce 
men  who  at  no  period  of  their   lives 
can    earn    more    than     168.     a    week 
to  8^;ree   to.     Although    I    think   there 
is  a   strong  case  made  out  on    behalf 
of  those   who  have   been   hurt   in  the 
execution  of  their  duties  as  policemen, 
and  the  families  of  those  who  may  be 
killed  while  discharging  their  duties  as 
policemen,  I  think  it  is  most  desirable 
that  the  Police   Bill  should  not  be   in 
any   way    rushed   through    Committee, 
but  that  ample  time  should  be  given  to 
consider    the    measure,     both    in     the 
interest  of  the  police  and  the  ratepayers. 
(10.12.)    Mb.  hunter  :  I  beg  leave 
to    withdraw     the     Amendment,     the 
Government  having  so  handsomely  made 
the  concession  that  I  asked  for  at  seven 
o'clock.     I  would  merely  point  out  thai, 
if  the  Government  had  conceded  the 
point   when   I   raised   the   question,  we 
should  have  been  saved  this  three  hoon* 
discussion.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  appear  to  be  aware  that  £40,000 
is  15'7  per  cent,  of  the  whole  sum  spent 
on  the  police  in  Scotland. 

(10.13.)  Sib  G.  CAMPBELL:  As  to  the 
alarming  statement  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, I  think  it  would  have  been  better  if 
the  Government  had  made  arrangements 
to  reconcile  the  statements  of  its  several 


by  a  Government  which  does  not  under- 
stand at  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
various  localities.     I  dare  say  the  Home 
Secretary  is  quite  right.     Hesays  he  has 
done   his  best   to  understand  the  Police 
Superannuation  Bill  for  London,  but,  to 
judge    from  his   attitude    to-night,  1  do 
not  think  he  understands  it.     But  even 
if  he  did  understand  the  necessities  of 
London,  that  would  not  justify  the  House 
in  believing  that  he  understands   very 
much  abaut  the  northern  counties.    Local 
circumstances    differ,  and    local    needs 
difEer,  and  for  the  House  of  Contmons 
to  permit  the  Government  to  lay  down  a 
cast-iron  rale  without  regard  to  special 
circumstances  seems  not  only  to  return 
to  an  evil  state  of  things,  but  is  also  a 
very  bad  thing  in   itself.     Therefore,  I 
shall  oppose   the    proposal.      I  do  not 
believe   the  Committee  will  be    doing 
wisely  in  face  of   the  important  social 
questions  that  are  being  raised,  and  will 
be    raised,  throughout  this    and  other 
countries,  to  carry  this  sy.stem  of  super- 
annuation, not  merely  to  military  persons 
and  servants  serving  in  our  public  oflSces, 
but    still    further    to   persons    serving 
under  our  Local  Authorities.     The  view 
of  the  people  of  the  North,  at  any  rate, 
is  that  you  should  pay  a  man — whether 
he  be  a  Cabinet  Minister,  or  an  officer  of 
the  Army,  or  a  Civil  servant,  or  a  police- 
man— as  all  workmen  are  paid :  give  him 
good   wages,   so  as  to    enable   him   to 
provide  for  old  age  by  contributing  to 
some  Benefit  Society.     That  I  claim  to 
be  the  manly  plan,  and  I  object  to  the 
principle  by  which  we  apply  this  system 
of  superannuation  to  one  set  of  public 
servants   after  another.     I  object  to  it 
unless  the  Government  will  go  the  whole 
length    of     their    principles,    like     the 
Emperor  of    Germany,  and   bring  in  a 
Bill  to  provide  for  the  superannuation  of 
all  people  in  every  rank  and  grade   of 
society  when  they  are  no  longer  able  to 
support  themselves.   I  warn  the  Govern- 
ment that,  even  after  the  Bill  has  passed 
the  ordeal  of  a  Select  Committee,  there 
will  still  remain  men  in  the  House  com- 
pelled to  resist  the  measure  because  it 
restores  the  evil  principle  of  centralisa- 
tion, and  because  it  applies  a  principle  to 
policemen   which   ought    not   to   be   so 
applied  unless  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  extend  its  operations  very  much 
further. 
•(10.8.)   Mb.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen, 
E.)  rose  to  continue  the  discussion. 
Mr.  Storey 
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Members.  The  Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland  tells  ns  that  this  money  is  more 
than  enongh,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  says  it  is  three  times  asmnch 
as  will  be  wanted.  I  think  the  Home 
Secretary  is  entering  on  a  mad  career  of 
excessive  and  extravagant  snperannua- 
tion  which  will  do  more  harm  than 
good. 

<10.14.)  Sir  G.  TREVELYAN  (Glas- 
gow, Bri^eton) :  Am  I  correct  in  think- 
ii^  that  we  have  now  done  Sab-section 
1?    ["No,  no."] 

Mb.  ANGCrS  SUTHERLAND  (Suther- 
land) :  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
superannuation  of  the  police,  but  I 
should  like  to  know  who  asks  for  this 
scheme  of  superannuation  for  Scotland. 
I  have  frequently  in  this  House  pressed 
the  claims  of  a  pert  of  Scotland  in  which  I 
am  particularly  interested,  but  the  Govern- 
ment have  persistently  refused  to  do 
anything  for  it.  Yet  they  introduce 
this  huge  scheme  for  the  superannuation 
of  the  police  without  having,  so  far  as  1 
am  aware,  having  ever  been  asked  for  it. 
(10.16.)  De.  CLARK  (Caithness): 
Let  us  understand  where  we  are  before 
we  divide.  I  understand  the  Bill  is  to 
come  before  a  Select  Committee,  and 
that  before  the  Select  Committee  ceports 
we  are  to  decide  whether  we  are  going 
to  spend  £40,000,  or  £20,000,  or  £5,000, 
or  perhaps  nothing  for  this  purpose. 
We  will  not  allow  the  Amendment  to 
be  withdrawn,  as  we  are  some  of  ns 
xJtogether  opponed  to  the  clause.  This 
is  an  attempt  to  thrust  English  ideas 
upon  Scotland.  Until  now  we  have 
been  able  to  prevent  that.  We  have  no 
system  of  pensions  in  Scotland,  not  even 
in  oar  Poor  Law,  and  those  of  us  who 
are  opposed  to  such  a  system  intend  to 
vote  against  it  now. 

Thk  chairman  :  Is  it  your  pleasure 
that  the  Motion  be  withdrawn  1  [Cries 
of  "No."] 

Question  put,  "That  Sub-section  (1) 
stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

(10.20.)  The  Committee  divided  :— 
Ayes  237;  Noes  170.  — (Div.  List, 
No.  151.) 

*(10.34.)  Mb.  RITCHIE :  Looking  at 
the  time  we  have  now  arrived  at,  I  pro- 
pose to  move  to  report  Progress,  so  that 
the  Committee  may  see  the  Government 
Amendments  on  the  Paper.  I  hope  to- 
morrow we  may  commence  the  discussion 
of  Sub-section  2,  dealing  with  licences 


in  Scotland,  and  that  we  may  have 
some  hopes  of  going  on  to  a  rapid  conclu- 
sion of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — 
(Mr.  Ritchie.) 

(10.35.)  Mb.  CAMPBELL-BAN- 
NERMAN :  May  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  the  Government 
propose  to  take  Wednesday  ? 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  The  Amendment  of  which 
notice  has  been  given  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  bears  a  little  resemblance 
to  an  Amendment  of  mine  moved  a  week 
ago  and  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  That  is  not 
relevant  to  the  Motion  before  the  Com- 
mittee. I  have  no  doubt  the  Committee 
will  allow  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
state  the  difference,  but  he  must  not 
argue  the  question. 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  :  My  Amend- 
ment proposed  that  this  Bill  should  be 
hung  up,  and  that  the  money  should 
accumulate  until  Parliament  had  dealt  > 
with  two  principles,  namely,  the  power 
of  the  Magistrates  to  refuse  to  renew 
licences,  and  the  increase  of  the  Licence 
Duties  in  respect  of  the  improvement  in 
the  value  of  public  houses,  caused  by  the 
extinction  of  other  houses. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  statement  is  not  pertinent 
to  the  Motion  to  report  Progress. 

(10.42.)  SiEW.HARCOURT(Derby): 
1  am  very  glad  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  moved  to  report  Progress  until  the 
House  has  had  time  to  examine  and  con- 
sider the  proposals  of  the  Government.  As 
i&r  as  we  understand  them  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  they  do  not  seem  to 
remove  the  fundamental  objections  we 
entertain.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  Bill  would 
have  a  rapid  progress.  Some  weeks  ago 
we  stated  the  terms  on  which  this  Bill 
should  have  a  rapid  progress.  I  have 
only  to  re-state  those  terms.  This  Bill 
will  have  a  rapid  progress  as  soon  as  the 
principle  of  paying  for  annual  licences  is 
removed  from  it.  As  long  as  that 
principle  remains  in  the  Bill,  whether  in 
presento  or  in  futoro,  we  shall  feel  it 
necessary  to  oppose  it  as  being  unsound 
and  mischievous. 

(10.39.)  Mb.  R.  T.  REID  (Dumfries, 
(fee.)  :  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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propose  to  proceed  with  this  Ck)inniittee 
to-morrow  1  As  the  Goyemment  propose 
to  omit  some  of  the  clauses,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  make  some  of  the  Amend- 
m^bts  on  the  paper  applicable  to  other 
clauses. 

•Mb.  HITCHIE  :  No,  Sir ;  we  must 
adhere  to  the  proposals  we  have  made. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  Amendments  on 
the  clauses  to  be  withdrawn  would 
hardly  be  a^^licahle  to  the  other  pro- 
posals of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  B.  T.  REID  :  I  referred  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Grimsby  (Mr.  Heneage), 
providing  that  no  alteration  should  be 
made  in  the  existing  law. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE  :  Of  course  the  Govern- 
ment  have  assented  to  that,  and  the 
right  hou.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Grimsby  would  be  able  to  bring  it 
forward. 

(10.41.)  SiKL.PLAYPAm(Leeds,S.): 
It  might  facilitate  the  consideration  of  the 
Amendment  if  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  would  tell  us  what  the  prece- 
dents are  for  taking  an  annual  sum  and 
accumulating  it  for  this  purpose. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  That  is  not 
relevant  to  the  question. 

(10.42.)  Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford, N.) :  We  want  to  know  exactly 
how  we  stand,  and  I  venture  to  make 
a  suggestion  to  the  Government  in 
the  interest  of  the  dispatch  of  busi- 
ness. They  have  moved  to  report 
Progress  on  the  ground  that  it 
is  desired  that  the  House  should  see 
what  is  proposed.  I  think  that  we 
should  see  that  for  ourselves  to-morrow. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  the  Government 
must  have  some  other  little  matter  up 
their  sleeve.  They  ask  us,  against  the 
interest  of  their  own  Bill,  to  assent  to 
this  Motion  to  report  Progress.  I  sug- 
gest that  the  proper  course  to  adopt  is  to 
re-commit  the  Bill.  This  is  a  wholly 
difEerent  measure  to  that  we  assented  to 
on  the  Seoond'Rsading.  Three  of  the  most 
important  clauses  are  to  be  struck  out. 
In  the  famous  words  of  an  Irish  Judge, 
that  is  enough  to  capsize  the  intellect. 
The  House  in  its  corporate  capacity 
assented  to  the  Bill  on  the  ground  that 
it  vfBB  a  Bill  to  compensate  the  publican. 
["  Oh,  oh !  "]  We  now  understand  the 
three  compensatory  clauses  are  to  be 
omitted.  I  said  "we."  Of  course,  if 
you  are  we,  I  am  satisfied.  Not  only  are 
the  three  clauses  to  be  dropped  out  of 
Jdr.  B.  T.  Reid 


the  Bill,  but  in  addition  some  cute 
Amendmeut  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
the  Member  for  Grimsby  (Mr.  Heneage) 
is  to  be  adopted.  It  is  well  we  should 
know  what  is  the  last  mind  of  the 
Cabinet  on  this  questioo.  Of  course,  if 
Cabinet  Councils  are  called  so  frequently 
as  at  present  it  is  rather  difficult  for  ns 
to  know  how  we  stand,  but  I  suggest 
that  we  should  be  told  what  the  mind 
of  the  Cabinet  was  on  Saturday. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  Order!  The 
question  is  that  I  report  Progress  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT:  I  am  resisting 
the  Motion  to  report  Progress.  I  object 
to  the  Motion  unless  we  get  from  the 
Gh>vemment  some  distinct  announce- 
ment as  to  the  reason  why  Progress 
should  be  reported,  as  I  understand  G«- 
vemment  inteitd  to  bring  in  a  number 
of  new  Ameudmenis.  We  have  as- 
sented to  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill 
on  one  ground,  and  they  are  going  to 
ask  the  Committee  to  pass  it  on  another. 
•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  asks  why  we  have 
made  the  Motion  to  report  Progress. 
We  have  done  so  in  answer  to  an  ap- 
peal, made  at  5  o'clock,  from  the 
opposite  Benches,  that  the  Gk>vemment 
should  report  Progress  when  the  first 
sub-section  was  disposed  of.  I  think  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will  find  it 
is  not  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of 
the  House  to  re-commit  a  Bill  under 
such  circumstances  as  exist  in  the  pre- 

86Qti  C&S6 

(10.48.)  Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Five 
o'clock  and  11  o'clock  are  difierent 
things.  The  Gk>vernment  are  respond- 
ing at  11  o'clock  to  what  they  were 
asked  at  5  o'clock. 
•Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  is  quite  mistaken. 
We  were  asked  to  report  Progress  when 
the  first  sub-section  was  disposed  of,  and 
we  have  agreed  to  that  suggestion. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  Govern- 
ment were  asked  at  5  o'clock  to  report 
Progress.  [Cries  of  "No."]  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Aberdeen  ap- 
pealed to  the  Government  at  5  o'clock 
not  to  go  on  with  the  Bill  at  all  to-day ; 
but  they  insisted  upon  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers considering  the  Bill.  Now,  at  U 
o'clock,  they  consent  to  report  Progress. 
I  say  that  is  qot  a  fair  way  in  which  to 
treat  the  House.  I  will  make  another 
suggestion   to   the   Government.     They 
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profesB  to  be  anxious  to  make  progregs 
with  the  Bill.  I  suppose  that  to-morrow 
we  shall  reach  the  Irish  clanses  of  the 
Bill.  If  so,  would  it  not  be  reasonable 
that  the  Gk>7erament  should  accept  the 
proposition  made  by  thehon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell),  who  in 
this  matter  is  stronger  than  the  Ucensed 
vit^palling  party  of  the  Clovemment, 
thftt  the  Irish  Members  should  be  al- 
lowed to  deal  with  this  matter  themselves. 

(10,55.;  Sib  G.  TREVELYAN:  I 
was  about  to  rise  to  move  to  report 
Progress  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
op|)OBi(e  did  so,  and  on  precisely  the 
same  grounds.  New  Amendments  of 
great  importance  are  to  be  proposed,  and 
it  will  require  time  for  hon.  Gentlemen 
to  see  whether  their  Amendments  to 
Clauses  5,  6,  and  7,  that  are  going  to  be 
stnick  out,  oould  be  attached  to  any  of 
the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  in  order  that  if 
the  Bill  was  forced  through  the  House 
we  shall  not  be  committed  to  the 
principle  of  compensation  without  any  of 
the  safeguards  which  some  of  the 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  will  provide. 

(10.56.)  Mb.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh, 
E.)  :  I  quite  agree  it  was  understood 
that  Progress  was  to  be  reported  to-night 
when  it  was  convenient,  but  I  did  not 
noderstand  Progress  was  to  be  reported 
for  the  express  purpose  of  beginning 
afresh  to-morrow.  I  understood  Progress 
was  to  be  reported  to  give  the  Scotch 
Members  time  to  arrive  at  a  comprehen- 
sion of  the  various  bearings  of  the 
changes  which  have  been  made  and 

Mr.  BiTCHiB  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

(11.0.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  248;  Noes  215.— (Div.  List,  No. 
152.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  and  agreed 
to. 

Committee  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  will,  To-morrow,  again 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill."— (Jfn  JUtchie.y 

(11.20.)  Mb.  WALLACE:  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  Bill  be  set  down 
for  Thursday.  I  do  so  on  the  general 
ground  that  some  little  time  is 
required  to  ascertain  exactly   how   we 


stand  in  this  master  .in  .,^he.  light  of  the 
new  attitude  ^hich,  I  think  in  your 
presence,  Sir,  was  d^ribed  by  the  right 
hou.  Gentleman.  I  think;  the  Govern- 
ment are  taking  far  too  light  a  view  of 
the.  difficulties,  that  surround  the  process 
of  completely  apprehending  and  under- 
standing, in  tin  its  bearings,  the  new  situa- 
tion in  which  they  have  placed  their 
business  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other 
matters.  It  is  not  simply  a  comprehension, 
of  the  proposition  put  before  us,  but  the  sur- 
veying of  it  in  that  historical  light  in 
which  all  their  proceedings  now  require  to 
be  set.  There  are  such  a  variety  and 
number  of  complications  that  invite  the 
attention  of  the  contemplative  mind 
in  considering  the  proceedings  of  the 
Government  in  respect  to  any  of  their 
measures,  large  .  or  small,  that  th& 
cautious  understanding  is  at  once 
awakened  to  the  necessity  for  a  proper 
interval  for  reseai-oh  and  consideration. 
I  do  not  know.  Sir,  that  I  should  be  in 
order  if  I  endeavoured  to  convey  to  your 
mind  an  understanding  of  what  has 
been  done,  or  was  attempted  to  be  done, 
in  Committee,  but,  perhaps,  you  will 
allow  me  to  say  that  while  in  connection 
with  a  matter  purely  relevant  to  the 
Scottish  side  of  the  question,  I  was 
promptly  closured  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Ritchie),  who,  if  ha 
does  not  take  care,  will  rapidly  realise  a 
description  once  given  of  him  by  a 
prominent  and  distinguished  leader  of 
the  Party  to  which  he  belongs^I  was 
closured  while  yet  in  the  incipient  stage 
of  a  very  short  speech,  intended  to  be  an 
endeavour  to  show  special  reasons  why 
Scotch  Members  should  be  considered  in 
this  matter.  It  has  come  with  entire 
novelty  upon  us,  and,  speaking  for 
myself,  and  I  think  I  may  spet^  for 
some  of  my  Colleagues,  we  do  not  ai- 
once  grasp  the  full  significance  of  the 
proposal  before  us.  I  have  a  certain 
dim  sense  of  the  ridiculous  in  the  situa- 
tion the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  put 
before  us  to-night,  necessarily  dim  in 
view  of  the  circumstances  and  the  . 
appreciation  of  Members  from  the 
country  from  which  I  hail.  I  feel  faintly 
and  indefinitely  convinced  that  there  is- 
something  approximating  to  the  farcical, 
in  the  position  in  which  we  are  placed 
towards  the  Scottish  nation,  and  I  and. 
my  Colleagues  may  require  to  consnltonr-. 
doctors  before  we  can  get  a  proper  sense 
of  the  situation  into  our  heads,  and  as 
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manj  of  as  have  important  engagements 
to-morrow,  and  require  a  certain  time  to 
recover  from  the  operation  our  not-snffi- 
cientl  J  discerning  compatriot  has  imposed 
on  men  of  his  own  blcxid,  it  is  necessary, 
in  the  serious  and  very  important 
aspects  of  the  case — though  I  may  say 
the  more  serious  aspect  naturally  im- 
presses me  more  profoundly — it  is  neces- 
sary that  we  should  have  a  longer 
interval  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Aeems  disposed  to  allow  us.  I  quite 
suppose  that  when  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  report  Progress  they  thought 
they  had  kept  their  word  to  the  letter, 
but  they  proposed  to  report  Progress 
with  the  object  that  the  House,  not  to 
speak  of  the  Scotch  contingent  of  the 
House,  should  have  time  sufficient  to 
understand  the  altered  situation,  and 
adapt  their  necessary  Amendments  to 
the  now  position  of  affairs.  I  venture 
to  say  this  is  quite  impossible  if  we  only 
see  the  exact  nature  of  the  Government 
Amendment,  and  have  time  to  study  its 
effect  to-morrow  morning.  I  must, 
therefore,  seriously  propose  that  the 
Committee  shall  not  be  resumed  until 
Thursday. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
tke  word  "To-morrow,"  and  insert  the 
word  "  Thursday,"— (Ifr.  Wallace,)— in- 
fitead  thereof. 

Qaestion  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  To-morrow '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

(11.25.)  Mr.  STOREY:  In  a 
■sentence  or  two  I  must  reinforce  the 
.sngeestiou  of  my  hon.  Friend.  I  do  not 
intend  to  allude  to  the  precise  point 
raised  that  we  shall  not  have  time  to  put 
down  our  Amendments,  but  I  venture 
to  represent  to  you,  Sir,  as  guardian  of 
the  business  of  the  House,  as  well  as  to 
the  Government  which  is  supposed  to 
direct  us,  that  an  Amendment  is  to  be 
moved,  of  which  you  have  no  official  cogni- 
sance ;  we  have  only  heard  it  read  out,  we 
have  not  had  it  set  down,  and  cannot  mea- 
sare  its  importance  ;  but  there  is  more  in 
this  matter  than  the  mere  question  of  put- 
tingdown  Amendments.  The  Amendment 
1  may  state  in  effect  is  this :  the 
Government  propose  that  the  money 
shall  be  tied  up  in  a  purse  and  put 
away,  not  being  appropriated  during 
this  Session  of  Parliament.  Now,  I 
venture  to  suggest  to  you,  Sir,  as 
Speaker  of  this  House,  that  there  is  no 
precedent  for  such  a  proposal  as  the 
Mr.  Wallace 


Government  have  now  made;  and  so 
convinced  am  I  on  that  point  that  I  in- 
tend to  raise  the  question  before  the 
Bill  is  taken  in  Committee  again,  and  to 
ask  you,  Sir,  whether,  under  the  Standing 
Orders  and  practice  of  Parliament,  su<£ 
an  Amendment  is  in  order.  The  law  of 
Parliament  hitherto,  and  for  100  years, 
has  been  that  the  money  granted  and 
raised  by  taxation  shall  be  appropriated 
during  the  year,  either  in  the  Bill  pro- 
viding the  money  or  in  future  Bills 
passed  in  the  same  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  challenge  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men, and  I  challenge  the  Chancellor  ol 
theExchequer,as  the  highest  Government 
authority  in  the  absence  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasuiy,  to  produce  a  single 
precedent  in  this  or  any  Parliament 
where  a  proposal  was  made  and  success- 
fully carried,  gpranting  a  sum  of  money 
to  the  Government,  ostensibly  for  the 
service  of  the  year,  and  then  the  Govern- 
ment came  down,  saying,  "  After  all,  we 
do  not  need  it  for  the  service  of  the 
year,  so  we  will  tie  it  up  for  future  use." 
I  say  that  would  be  getting  money  undsr 
false  pretences  from  the  people  of  the 
country,  and,  inasmuch  as  there  are  im- 
portant questions  of  precedent  to  be 
raised,  I  submit  it  is  unreasonaUe  and 
unfair  that  we  should  be  asked  to  dis- 
cuss the  matter  to-morrow.  It  is  now 
nearly  midnight.  We  shall  have  this 
Amendment  before  us  in  our  Parliamen- 
tary Papers,  sent  to  us  in  the  morning, 
and  unless  Members  are  far  less  indolent 
than  myself,  we  shall  have  but  a  short 
morning  in  which  to  consider  the  Amend- 
ment as  one  it  may  be  desirable  to 
modify,  as  well  as  to  search  the  histoiy 
of  Parliamentuy  finance,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  ests^blish  my  contention, 
which  I  am  stire  I  can  establish. 
This  goes  to  the  rodt  of  the  whole  ques- 
tion. I  submit  that  Parliament  ought  to 
have  time  allowed  it  to  consider  these 
matters,  and  I  strdpgly  support  the 
Amendment,  so  that,  instead  of  being 
forced  unfairly — I  mat  venture  to  say 
indecently — to  take  t*e  matter  to- 
morrow, some  reasonable  time  should  be 
afforded  to  the  Opposition  and  its  leaden 
to  consider  all  the  bearings  of  the  qaes- 
tion with  full  information.  We  are 
asking  the  Government  only  for  what  is 
just  and  reasonable.  I  submit,  in  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  con- 
sidering the  great  change  which  has  taken 
place,  and  the  important  Goostitational 
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point  that  may  be  raised,  that  we  ought 
to  take  this  question  on  Thursday. 

(11.31.)  Mb.  GOSCHEN:  It  is  im- 
possible  for  the  Government  to  accept 
the  suggestion.  However  plausible  may 
be  the  suggestions  which  have  come 
from  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat 
down,  we  have  learned  aafficient  lessons 
to  take  them  at  their  true  worth.  Let 
me  remind  the  House  of  what  has  been 
the  conduct  of  hon.  and  right  hon. 
C^entlemen  opposite.  We  had  assurances 
from  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  that  we  might  hope  to  get  the 
Committee  on  the  proposed  Standing 
Order  without  much  discussion.  It  was 
shown  at  once,  however,  what  command 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  over  his 
own  followers.  ["Question."]  It  is  all  very 
well  for  Members  opposite  to  allow  their 
champions  to  call  "  Question  "  when  we 
show  reasons  why  we  cannot  assent.  I  am 
giving  reasons  why  we  consider  the  sug- 
gestion that  we  may  get  on  with  the 
business  by  accepting  the  Amendment 
as  a  mere  sham.  If  we  were  to  take 
other  business  to-morrow,  it  would  be 
treated  as  the  business  to-night  has  been 
treated,  with  which  we  hope  to  make 
some  progress.  We  were  asked  to  report 
Progress,  and  when  the  hon.  Member  for 
Glasgow  suggested  what  was  entirely  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  agree- 
ment,' he  was  thrown  over  by  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway,  who 
endeavoured  to  speak  one  after  the  other. 
It  is  very  astonishing  how  sensitive  hon. 
Members  are  who  attack  the  Govern- 
ment on  every  point.  There  is  on  the 
Paper  the  Bill  dealing  with  the  housing 
of  the  working  classes.  There  is  an  hour 
and  a  half  to  get  on  with  that  Bill  if  hon. 
Members  would  give  us  the  chance.  The 
sn^estion  that  we  should  postpone  the 
question  until  Thursday  would  not 
advance  business  at  all,  for  we  know 
the  manner  in  which  hon.  Members  have 
acted.  I  am  not  dispossd  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  question.  The  merits  of 
the  question  are  to  be  argued,  it  seems, 
upon  every  Motion  of  adjournment, 
npon  every  Motion  for  Progress,  upon 
eviery  sub-section.  The  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down,  and  the  hon. 
Member  who  preceded  him,  say  they 
have  no  time  to  consider  their  Amend- 
ments. If  they  devoted  the  time  during 
which  they  have  been  speaking  on  this 
subject  to  considering  their  Amendments 
they  might  do  something.     Hon.  Mem- 


bers know  the  bearing  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  right  hon.  Friend.  Hon, 
Members  have  had  ample  opportunity 
since  the  announcement  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  to  consider  what  Amend- 
ments should  be  put  down.  According 
to  all  the  traditions  of  the  House  the 
Government  would  be  absolutely  justified! 
in  proceeding  with  the  Bill  to-morrow. 

(11.40.)  Mb.  J.  MORLET :  The  genial 
and  conciliatory  tone  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  just  addressed  the 
House  enables  us  to  realise  the  horror 
with  which  Gentlemen  behind  him  look 
forward  to  an  Autumn  Session,  which 
might  leave  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as 
Leader  of  the  House.  An  Autumn 
Session,  we  have  been  told,  would  lead  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  Bad  as  an  Autumn  Session 
might  be,  it  would  be  still  worse  if  for 
eight  or  nine  weeks  we  were  to  have  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  delivering  speechea 
couched  in  the  tone  of  the  speech  he  has- 
just  addressed  to  us.  He  has  made 
some  remarks  on  our  votes  on  the 
Closure  Motion.  Our  answer  is  very- 
simple.  I  voted  against  the  Clo8ar& 
because  I  considered  the  manner  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the- 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
rose  and  interrupted  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Edinburgh  was  one  of  those 
performances  which  needed  to  be  pro- 
tested against.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man assures  us  that  the  Government 
have  learnt  their  lesson.  I  do  not  think 
that  they  have  even  yet  learnt  it,  if  we^ 
are  to  judge  by  the  idle  concession  that 
they  have  made  with  r^ard  to  the  Local 
Taxation  Bill.  We  have  still  some  other 
lessons  to  teach  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  that  Bench.  My  hon.  Friend  the> 
Member  for  Sunderland  made  .a  reason- 
able point  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  have  shortly  answered.  He 
asked  whether  there  was  any  precedent- 
for  this  proposal  to  accumulate  money 
for  a  stated  object.  That  was  a  legiti- 
mate point,  and  ought  to  have  been 
answered.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  answered  it  he  would  have  shown  some 
respect  for  his  political  opponents.  With 
regard  to  the  immediate  Motion  before 
the  House,  why  should  not  the  Western 
Australia  Bill  have  been  fixed  for  to- 
morrow, and  this  Bill  resumed  on 
Thursday?    No    reason    whatever  ias 
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been  given  for  not  adopting  this  ap- 1 
parently  convenient  course. 

(11.45.)  Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Com- 
•wall,  Camborne) :  We  have  not  yet  heard 
-a  reply  to  the  appeal  made  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  think  -we 
have  a  right  to  some  answer  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  Surely 
they  should  re-consider  their  position. 
They  are  not  treating  their  opponents 
fairly,  and  I  think  they  are  placing 
themselves  in  a  false  position. 

The  House  divided: — ^Ayes  241 ;  Noes 
198.)— Div.  List,  No.  153) 

Main  Question  put 

Mb.  SEXTON:  If  this  Motion,  Sir, 
lie  adopted  after  12  o'clock,  will  not  the 
e£Eect  be  that  we  will  have  to  re- 
sume consideration  in  Committee  on 
Wednesday  1 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  must  pat  the 
Mtdn  Question. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  It  is  now  past  12 
■o'clock,  and  the  Motionsays  "to-morrow." 
I  submit  it  is  now  Tuesday. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  House  will 
observe  that  the  Motion  was  made  on 
Monday. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  And  carried  on 
Tuesday. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Rewlved,  That  this  House  will,  To- 
morrow, again  resolve  into  the 
Committee. 

SUPPLY  REPORT. 
Resolution  [20th  June]  reported. 
CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Class  IH. 

-"That  a  gam,  oot  exceeding  £37,686,  be 
fluted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
neoessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  ia  coarae  of  payment  daring  the  year 
ending  on  the  3Ut  day  of  March,  1891,  for  the 
.Salaries  of  the  Commissioner  and  Assistant 
Commissioners  of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  and 
of  the  Receiver  fur  the  Metropolitan  Polioe 
District,  the  Pa^  and  Expenses  of  Officers  of 
Metropolitan  Pubce  emplo}-ed  on  special  daties, 
and  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Inspectors 
■ol  Constabulary." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

CUSTOMS  CONSOLIDATION  ACT  (1876) 
AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  247.) 
Bill,   as  amended,  considered  ;    to  be 
read  the  third  time  upon  Thursday. 
Mr.  J.  Morley 


BOILER   EXPLOSIONS   ACT   (1882) 

AMENDMENT  BILL — (No.  339.) 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and   com- 
mitted for  Wednesday. 

EAST  INDIA  (CIVIL  SERVANTS). 

Motion  made,  and  Quesiaon  proposed, 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  ta 
consider  and  report  apon  the  alleged  grievances 
of  the  Uncovenanted  Civil  Servants  of  India 
arising  from  the  change  in  the  relative  value 
of  gold  and  silver  money  and  their  leave  and 
pension  rules." 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nominated 
of : — Mr.  King,  Mr.  Howorth,  Sir  StaSmd 
Northcote,  Mr.  Bristowe,  Visoount  Baring. 
Sir  William  Plowden,  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Alfr«l 
Pease,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  MacNeill,  and  Sir 
John  Gorst. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  quoram. — [Sir 
John  Oortt.) 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  May 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Motion  whether  there 
is  any  hope  of  getting  any  Report  from 
the  Committee  this  Session  with  regard 
to  the  grievances  of  the  Uncovenanted 
Indian  Civil  Servants  ? 
•The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOB  INDIA  (Sir  J.  Gobst,  Chatham) :  I 
am  afraid  that,  owing  to  the  long  delay 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee,  it  may  be  diffi- 
cult for  them  to  report  during  the 
present  Session. 

Mh.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  dm- 
bome) :  May  I  suggest  to  the  Glovem- 
ment  that  they  should  ask  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission 
rather  than  of  a  Select  Committee, 
because  in  that  case  the  Commission 
will  be  enabled  to  carry  on  its  inquiries 
during  the  Recess,  which  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  cannot  do.  I 
should  add  that  I  propose  to  put  down 
an  Amendment  to  the  Licensing  Bill, 
that  the  £350,000  which  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  give  for  the  extinction 
of  licences  should  be  allocated  so  as  to 
recoup  these  Indian  Civil  Servants  for 
their  losses  instead  of  being  used  for  the 
compensation  of  publicans. 

Mb.  a.  O'CONNOR  (Denial,  E.):  I 
observe  from  the  language  of  the  MotioD 
that  the  Committee  is  to  inquire  into 
the  alleged  grievances  of  the  Un- 
covenanted Civil  Servants  of  India.  All 
I  desire  to  do  now  is  to  express  a  hope 
that   the    inqoiiy  will  extend  to  the 
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grievances  of  the  natives  as  well  as  of  I 
the  Boropeans. 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  SPIRITS. 
Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed, 
"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appoiuted  to 
ponsider  whether,  on  gronnds  of  public  health, 
it  is  desirable  that  certain  classes  of  spirits, 
British  and  foreign,  should  be  kept  in  bond  for 
a  definite  period  before  they  are  allowed  to 
pass  into  consumption,  and  to  inquire  into  the 
system  of  blending  British  and  fori-ign  spirits, 
in  or  out  of  bond,  and  into  the  propriety  of 
applying  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Umgs  Act  to 
'  the  sale  of  home  spirits,  and  the  Sale  of  Foods 
and  Drugs  Act  and  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act 
to  the  case  of  foreign  spirits  and  mixtures  of 
British  and  foreign  spirits." — {Mr.  Chanetllor 
ofiht  Eatehequtr.) 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
While  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to 
the  Government  for  moving  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  Committee,  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  he 
were  in  the  House,  would  see  the 
force  of  the  objection  I  am  about  to 
make.  I  suggest  that  the  principle 
of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  should 
apply  not  merely  to  foreign  spirits 
and  mixtures  of  British  and  foreign 
spirits,  but  also  to  British  spirits.  I  shall 
move  to  amend  the  Motion  so  that  the 
last  line  will  read — "To the  case  of  foreign 
spirits,  to  mixtures  of  British  and  foreign 
spirits,  and  to  British  spirits."  The  sub- 
ject is  one  of  great  importance  to  the 
Irish  whisky  nutnufacturers.  The  in- 
dustry which  is  concerned  in  this  pro- 
posal is  one  of  great  magnitude,  because 
not  only  is  Ireland  affected  but  Scotland 
also.  I  welcome  the  appointment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leeds  on  the  Committee, 
because,  not  only  is  he  a  Scotchman,  but 
he  is  also  one  whose  scientific  attain- 
ments will  be  of  great  service.  Perhaps 
a  more  useful  Bill  for  the  trade  of  the 
country  than  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act  has  not  been  passed  by  the  Govern- 
ment during  their  tenure  of  office,  but, 
unfortunately, that  Bill  was  notappUcable 
to  ull  classes  of  goods.  On  residing  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  I  see  that  in 
Che  article  of  rum  alone  there  is  an 
«normous  consumption,  and  it  is  found 
that  of  pretty  nearly  every  100  gallons 
of  rum  imported  from  abroad  99  gallons 
are  composed  of  potato  spirit.  With 
r^^rd  to  whisky,  the  position  of  the 
Scotoh  and  Irish  manufacturers  is  this : 
for  centuries  whisky  has  been  made  by 
(hem  of  malt  or  a  mixture  of  malt  and 


barley.  It  was  made  by  a  process  of 
slow  distillation,  but  of  late,  science — 
which  in  this  case  is  another  name  for 
fraud — has  invented  a  patent  still,  which, 
by  a  short  process  of  distillation,  will 
produce  what  is  termed  "  whisky  "  from 
ingredients  of  the  most  deleterious 
character.  The  result  is,  that  instead  of 
drinking  malt,  or  malt  and  grain  spirit, 
the  public  frequently  swallow  stuff 
which  is  made  from  wood  fibre,  treated 
with  sulphuric  acid,  or  a  spirit  made  of 
rice  or  horrible  brown  sugar  of  molasses, 
or  the  dregs  of  molasses'  casks,  as  well  as 
from  Indian  com.  That  is  not  whisky. 
I  do  not  recommend  anybody  to  drink 
whisky,  but  if  they  ask  for  whisky 
let  them  follow  the  advice  of  the  cele- 
brated advertisement,  which  says,  'When 
you  ask  for  Glenfield's  starch  see  that 
you  get  it."  When  a  man  asks  for 
whisky  he  ought  not  to  get  a  deleterious 
substitute.  I  know  it  is  contended  that 
whisky  of  all  kinds  is  deleterious.  I  am 
not  concerned  to  deny  that,  but  I  say 
there  are  degree  of  unwholesomeness, 
and  those  who  want  whisky  ought  not 
to  get  sulphuric  acid  and  wood  spirit, 
nor  an  article  made  from  molasses,  nor 
a  kind  of  bastard  rum,  which  is  really 
a  spirit  of  the  coarsest  and  most  abomin- 
able  kind.  I  acknowledge  the  conces- 
sions that  the  Government  have  already 
made  on  this  matter,  but  the  Motion 
now  made  by  the  Government  only  covers 
foreign  spirits  and  mixtures  of  foreign 
and  British  spirits,  leaving  the  native 
pirate  untouched  in  his  native  wilds. 
Why  should  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act 
apply  only  in  the  two  cases  stated  ?  I 
believe  I  shall  have  the  support  of  the 
majority  of  the  House  in  my  proposal, 
and  I  should  be  sorry  to  divide  the  House 
upon  it.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  (Govern- 
ment will  accept  my  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
words  "  foreign  spirits  and  mixtures  of," 
—{Mr.  T.M.Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N) :  My 
impression  is  that  the  hon.  Member  is 
not  correct  in  his  interpretation  of  what 
the  reference  to  the  Committee  really 
covers.  I  understand  he  wants  the 
Merchandise   Marks  Act  to  apply  not 
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only  to  foreign  spirits  but  to  British 
spirits  mixed  with  foreign  spirits. 

Me.  T.  M.  HBALY:  And  to  British 
spirits  alone. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  Act  referred  to 
only  applies  to  articles  which  are  marked 
either  frandalentlj  or  in  a  manner  cal- 
cnlated  to  mislead. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Surely  if  a 
draper  advertises  Balbriggan  hosiery  and 
sells  the  goods  of  Birmingham  or  Shef- 
field he  is  liable  to  punishment. 

Me.  JACKSON :  No  doubt  you  may 
punish  the  draper  under  the  Trades 
Marks  Act,  but  that  is  not  the  same 
thing  as  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I 
am  unable  to  accept  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Gontleman. 

(12.30.)  Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I 
do  not  like  to  be  absolatelycertain.bnt  I  do 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
qnite  correct  as  to  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act.  I  think  it  includes  the  sale  as  well 
as  the  import  of  goods  fraudulently 
marked ;  and,  if  that  is  so,  the  only 
objection  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
takes  to  this  proposal  would  be  removed. 
I  do  not  know  that  we  should  all  be 
ready  to  agree  with  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  who  would  forestall  the  conclu- 
sion the  Committee  are  likely  to  arrive 
at.  But  the  questions  he  has  raised  are 
of  great  importance  to  the  whisky  dis- 
tillers of  Ireland,  and  it  is  well  that  they 
should  hi  considered  by  an  impartial 
tribunal. 
•(12.31.)  Me.  T.  W.  RUSSELL 
(Tyrone,  S.)  :  I  remember  the  question 
raised  by  the  hon.  and  loarned  Member 
baing  broaght  up  in  reference  to  Bal- 
briggan hosiery,  when  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act  was  before  the  House. 

♦(12.32.)  Me.  TOMLINSON:  The 
Balbriggan  hose  question  properly  comes 
under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act. 
Imitations  of  these  productions  were 
manufactured  first  at  Nottingham  and 
then  at  Chemnitz  in  Saxony.  The  qnes- 
tion  now  raised  is  rather  that  of  adultera- 
tion than  of  false  marking. 

(12.32.)  Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  The 
reference  to  the  Committee  is  not  sufficient, 
and  requires  to  be  amended.  When  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  consented 
to  appoint  a  Committee  it  was  left  on 
our  mind  that  the  Committee  would 
iuquiro  into  the  question  of  the  adultara- 
Mr.  Jackson 


tion  of  Irish  and  Scotch  spirits ;  and  I 
venture  to  submit  that  the  reference 
will  be  defective  unless  this  proviso  is 
agreed  to.  I  cannot  consent  to  the  con- 
struction the  Secretary  to  the  Treasaiy 
puts  on  the  words  of  the  Motion.  It 
must  be  clear  that  they  do  not  apply  to 
a  mixture  of  difEerent  kinds  of  home 
spirits,  or  deleterious  home  spirits,  or  to 
such  an  admixture  of  spirits  as 
goes  on  very  largely  in  Scothmd  and 
Ireland,  where  a  feirly  good  spirit  is 
mixed  with  a  vile  compound  produced 
at  home.  It  might  be  possible  to  apply 
the  Trades  Marks  Act  to  such  a  case,  or 
the  combined  wisdom  of  the  Gentlemen 
on  the  Treasury  Bench  might  be  able 
to  frame  an  Amendment  to  meet  the 
point. 

(12.36.)  Me.  JACKSON :  I  cannot 
make  any  proposal  in  regard  to  this 
matter  in  the  absence  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
but  I  have  no  objection  to  postpone  the 
Motion  until  to-morrow. 

(12.37.)  SiEL.PLAYFAIR(Leeds,S.): 
Great  care  will  be  required  in  framing 
the  reference.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Long- 
ford, but  he  must  remember  that  out  of 
the  36,500,000  gallons  of  spirits  con- 
sumed in  this  country  per  annum,  only 
16,000,000  are  whisky.  The  interests  of 
the  producers  of  spirits  other  than 
whiskv  must  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

(12.38.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I 
accept  the  statement  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  and  I  would  jost 
point  out  that  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act  is  not  a  Customs  Act.  It  is  a  home 
Act.  I  would  also  say  that,  though  it  is 
true  that  the  amount  of  whisky  consumed 
is  only  16,000,000  gallons,  there  is  no 
reason  why  stufE  should  be  sold  as 
whisky  which  is,  in  reality,  nothing  bnt 
fusil  oil. 

(1 2.39.)  Me.  SEXTON  (Belfest,  W.): 
What  view  does  the  Solicitor  General 
take  of  the  operation  of  the  Act  t 

•(  1 2.39 .)  The  SOLICITOR  GENBEUL 
(Sir  Edwabd  Claeke,  Plymouth):  As  the 
matter  is  to  stand  over  for  consideration 
it  is  hardly  necessary  that  I  should  say 
anything  upon  it. 

Debate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

House  Kdjoumed  at  t*enty  iniout'* 
befdte  Ooe  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OP    L0BD8. 
Tuesday,  24tk  Jnrn,  1890. 


BERKELEY  PBEBAOE. 
Petition  of  Randal  Mowbray  Thomas 
^daiming  to  be)  eighth  Earl  of  Berkeley 
and  Yiseonat  Dnraley,  both  in  the 
Peerage  of  England,  to  Her  Majesty, 
praying  Her  Majesty  to  be  gracionsly 
pleased  to  give  directions  that  a  writ 
may  be  issued  to  sammon  the  Petitioner 
to  the  present  Parliament  by  the  title  of 
the  Earl  of  Berkeley,  together  with  Her 
Majesty's  reference  thereof  to  this  Hoose, 
and  the  Report  of  the  Attorney  Oeneral 
thereon  thereunto  annexed  j  Presented 
(by  command),  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committoe  for  Priyileges  to  consider  and 
report 

CHILDBED'S  LIFE  INSUBANOE  BILL. 
(No.  87.) 
The  evidence  taken  before  the  Select 
Committee  from  time  to  time  to  be 
printed  for  the  nse  of  the  Members  of 
this  House ;  bat  no  copies  thereof  to  be 
delivered,  except  to  Members  of  the 
Committee  and  to  such  other  persons  as 
the  Committee  shall  think  fit,  until 
farther  order.     (No.  142.) 

CO8T0DY  OP  CHILDREN  BILL.— (I^o-  98.) 
PEOTEOnON  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

(No  68.) 
Special  Report  from  the  Standing 
Committee  for  General  Bills,  That  they 
had  considered  the  Custody  of  the 
Children  Bill  [h.l.I  and  had  ordered  it 
to  be  reported,  with  Amendments;  and 
that  the  Committoe  recommend 
that  the  Protection  of  Children  Bill 
£il.L.]  be  not  farther  proceeded  with. 

CUSTODY   OF   CHILDREN    BILL. 

(No.  98.) 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  General  Bills,  with  Amend- 
mente:  The  Report  thereof  received: 
Bill  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House ;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.    (No.   143.) 

PKOTECTION    OF    CHILDREN    BILL. 
(No.  68.) 
Bill   (by  leave  of  the  House)  with- 
drawn. 

VOL.  CCCXLV.      [thibd  sbbhss.] 


TRUSTEES  APPOINTMENT  BILL. 
(No.  84.) 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  (CONSOLIDA- 
TION) BILL.— (No.  109.) 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  Bills  relating  to  Iaw,  &c., 
with  Amendmente  :  The  Report  thereof 
received;  and  Bills  re-committed  to  a 
CJommittoe  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

WORKING  CLASSES  DWELLINGS  BILL. 
(No.  107.) 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  Bills  relating  to  Iaw,  dec, 
without  Amendment ;  and  re-committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

FACl-OBS  (SCOTLAND)  (No.  2)  BILL. 
(No.  108.) 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  Bills  relating  to  Law,  dec., 
without  Amendment ;  and  re-committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Thursday  next. 

CiOURT  OP  CHANCERY  OF  LANCASTER 
BILL.— (No.  93.) 
Reported  from  the  Standing  C!om- 
mittoe  for  Bills  relating  to  Iaw,  &o., 
with  Amendments  :  The  Report  thereof 
received :  Bill  re-committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  ;  and  to  be 
printed  as  amended.     (No.  144.) 

DEEDS  OP  ARRANGEMENT  BILL. 
(No.  106.) 

SKCOND  BBASINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

•Lord  MACNAGHTEN  :  My  Lords,  I 
have  to  ask  yon  to  allow  this  Bill,  which 
has  passed  the  House  of  Ck)mmons, 
to  be  read  a  second  time.  The  object  of 
the  Bill  is  to  amend  the  Deeds  of  Arrange- 
ment Act,  1887,  so  far  as  regards  ite 
appUoation  to  Ireland.  That  Act  applies 
to  both  England  and  Ireland,  and  pro- 
vides for  the  registration  of  all  Deeds 
of  Arrangement  between  a  debtor  and 
his  creditors  in  the  Bills  of  Sale  Office, 
and  also  in  the  Bankruptey  Court 
having  jurisdiction.  At  the  time  when 
the  Act  was  passed  there  were  no  local 
Courts  of  Bankrupt*^  in  Ireland.  That 
defect  was  remedied  by  au  Act  passed 
3Q 
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in  1888,  which  established  local  Courts 
in  Oork  and  Belfast,  and  made  provision 
for  establishing  local  Bankruptcy  Dis- 
tricts, as  occasion  might  reqnire.  The 
object  of  this  Bill  is  to  provide,  in  the 
first  place,  for  the  local  registration  of 
Deeds  of  Arrangement  in  Ireland,  and,  in 
the  second  place,  it  provides  for  the  .regis- 
tration of  proposals  of  arrangement  be- 
tween a  debtor  and  his  creditors  under  the 
Irish  Bankruptcy  Act,  1857.  That,  my 
Lords,  is  the  whole  scope  of  the  Bill.  It 
inTolres  no  controversial  matter ;  it  has, 
I  think,  the  support  of  all  the  Members 
from  Ireland,  whatever  their  political 
opinions  may  be ;  and  it  has,  I  believe, 
the  good  will  of  the  Government.  I 
move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  the  Standing  Committee 
for  Bills  relating  to  Law,  &c. 

ELEOTEIC    LIGHTING   ACTS    AMEND- 
MENT (SCOTLAND)  BILL.— CNo.  122.) 
SECOND   BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

•LoBD  BALFOUR  op  BURLEIGH :  I 
ask  your  Lordships  to  read  this  Bill  a 
second  time.  It  is  purely  to  amend  the 
Scottish  part  of  the  Schedule  in  the  Act 
of  1882.  That  Schedule  provides  for 
certain  conditions  and  circumstances 
in  which  various  of  the  Local  Bodies  in 
Scotland  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Electric  Lighting  Act,  be  the  Local 
Authorities  named  in  the  Act.  Doubts 
have  arisen  as  to  the  proper  meaning  of 
the  Scottish  part  of  the  Schedule,  and 
in  certain  burghs  in  Scotland  it  is  not 
certain  whetherthe  Police  Commissioners, 
the  Oouniy  Council,  or  the  Gtes  Com- 
missioners are,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  the 
Local  Authority  for  the  purpose  of  Electric 
Lighting.  In  the  course  of  the  past  winter 
several  of  them  have  appUed  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  to  know  in  which  of  those 
capacities  they  are  the  Local  Authority 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  been  advised  by  the 
Law  OfiBcers  of  the  Crown  for  Scotland 
that  there  are  doubts  and  ambiguities  in 
the  Schedule  as  it  stands,  and  the  sole 
purpose  of  this  Bill  is  to  remove  those 
doubts.  A  considerable  amount  of  cor- 
respondence has  taken  place  between  the 
Department  and  the  various  Local 
Lord  Macnaghten 


Authorities  concerned,  as  to  the  prc^r 
course  to  pursue  and  the  way  in  whidi 
this  should  be  done.  I  am  now  able  to 
say  that,  with  one  exception,  that  of  tilie 
Town  Council  of  Gla^ow,  the  Bill  which 
I  have  to  ask  your  Lordships  to  give  a 
Second  Reading  to,  is  an  agreed  Bill, 
and  I  believe  no  conflict  will  arise  with 
regard  to  it.  Under  those  circumstanoei,. 
unless  it  is  desired  to  ask  any  questions 
about  it,  I  will  abstain  from  taking  up 
any  more  of  your  Lordships'  time,  and  I 
will  now  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order). 

•Lord  BALFOUR  op  BURLEIGH :  My 

Lords,  under  the  circumstances,  and  as 
time  is  very  valuable — it  is  almost  a 
question  of  days  whether  three  impor- 
tant towns  in  Scotland  will  be  able  to 
have  their  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Order,  passed  during  the  present  Session 
of  Parliament — I  would  ask  your  Lord- 
ships to  facilitate  the  passage  of  this 
Bill  through  the  House,  by  allowing  it 
to  be  taken  in  Committee  of  the  Whde 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT. 
•Earl  SPENCER,  in  rising  to  call 
attention  to  the  decision  of  the  Queen's 
Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice,  on  a  case  submitted  by  tiie 
Somersetshire  County  Council,  in  relation 
to  the  respective  powers  of  the  Counfy 
Council  and  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittee, as  to  the  management,  control, 
maintenance,  and  erection  of  bnildings 
connected  with  Assize,  Sessions,  and  Jus- 
tices' Courts,  police  stations,  &c.,  and  to 
ask  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
intend  to  introduce  any  Bill  to  amend 
the  Local  Gk>vemment  Act  in  respect  to 
Standing  Joint  Committees,  said:  My 
Lords,  I  have  put  down  on  the  Notice 
Paper  a  question  which  is  of  conaideraUe 
interest  to  the  various  County  Councils 
in  the  country.  By  the  Act  of  1888, 
Clause  29,  power  was  given,  when  any 
difference  of  opinion  arises  between  a 
County  Council  and  the  Standing  Joint 
Committee,  for  a  case  to  be  stated  to  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High 
Court,  in  order  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
the  Court,  on    the  subject  in  dispute. 
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In  consequence  of  this,  the  County 
Council  of  Somerset,  having  a  dispute 
as  to  their  jurisdiction  with  die  Standing 
Joint  Committee,  referred  the  case  to  the 
High  Court,  and  the  High  Court  gave 
an  important  judgment  ou  the  subject. 
It  refers  to  the  management  and  control 
of  county  buildings,  and  the  question  wtis 
whether  the  actual  control  rested  with 
the  Standing  Joint  Committee,  or  whether 
the  County  Council  had  jurisdiction  over 
those  buildings.  In  the  Report  of  that 
case  the  head  note  is  as  follows : — 

"  A  difference  of  opinion  having  arisen  be- 
tween the  l^mersot  Uonnty  Conucil  and  the 
Standing  Joint  Committee  aa  to  the  maintaining 
and  repairing  buildings  for  Assiz'-s  and  Sessions 
purposes  :  Held,  that  though  the  property  is 
Tested  in  the  Connty  Council,  the  •loint  Com- 
mittee have  complete  control  over,  and  can  direct 
the  expenditure  of  funds  which  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  County  Council  to  find  the  means  of  supply- 
ing. Held,  further,  that  both  bodies  can  issue 
regulations  for  managing  the  buildings  so  long 
as  these  do  not  conflict." 

Now,  my  Lords,  that  is  a  very  important 
decision,  and  a  great  many  of  the  County 
Councils  in  England  have  read  it  with 
considerable  surprise.  They  were  quite 
aware  there  was  some  ambiguity  in  the 
wording  of  the  Act,  and  I  think  I  may 
say  here  that  there  is  considerable 
ambiguity  as  to  other  clauses  of  the 
Act;  at  the  same  time,  they  did  not 
expect  that  such  complete  control  was  to 
be  handed  over  to  the  Standing  Joint 
Committee.  The  result  of  it  is  that  in 
most  counties  hardly  any  buildings  at  all, 
except  the  bridges,  remain  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Council.  It  may 
happen  that  the  County  Council  have  to 
erect  a  Council-room.  If  the  Council- 
room  is  to  provide  accommodation  for  the 
Justices  or  the  Judges,  then  the  County 
Council  no  longer  have  control  over  the 
Council-room,  and  the  Standing  Joint 
Committee  have,  by  this  decision,  the 
complete  ordering  of  the  room,  without 
consulting  the  County  Council  at  all. 
All  police  stations,  all  Magistrates'  rooms, 
and  any  room  which  may  be  used  by  the 
Magistrates  or  the  police,  aro  handed  over 
bodily  to  the  Standing  Joint  Committee, 
and  the  County  Council  are  obliged  to 
pay  whatever  sum  the  Standing  Joint 
Committee  may  order.  That  is  very  clear 
from  this  decision,  and  Mr.  Justice  Cave 
distinctly  says:  "The  only  thing  which  the 
County  Council  have  got  to  do  is  to  pay 
the  Bill."    My  Lords,  I  think  that  is  a 


very  serious  matter,  and  it  is  one  o^ 
which  a  very  strong  feeling  exists 
throughout  the  country.  There  is,  more- 
over, one  extra  important  matter  in  the 
judgment  which,  I  think,  needs  elucida- 
tion, and  which,  I  think,  if  not  dealt 
with  by  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
may  really  create  a  very  serious  difficulty 
indeed.  It  is  with  regard  to  the  last 
part  of  the  inquiry,  namely — 

"To  which  body  is  transferred  the  power  of 
making  Standing  Orders  and  making  regula- 
tions as  to  the  general  management  and  control 
of  the  saiil  buildings  urany  of  them." 

Now,  with  regard  to  that,  Mr.  Justice' 
Mathew,  who  was  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  High  Court  who  gave  the  opinion  in 
this  case,  says  this — 

"  Power  appears  to  be  conferred  on  both- 
parties,  and  they  may  conflict  with  each.other."' 

That  is  a  very  serious  matter.  I  think 
a  very  serious  conflict  of  opin(pn  might 
arise  between  the  Joint  Committee  and. 
the  County  Council  in  a  matter  of  this. 
sort,  and  it  is  very  poor  consolation  to- 
read  the  end  of  the  learned  Judge's. 
Judgment,  where  he  says — 

"  If  a  question  should  arise  as  to  which  order 
should  be  obeyed,  the  Courts,  I  trust,  when  that 
question  arises,  will  have  no  difficulty  in  saying 
what  the  proper  decision  ought  to  be." 

That,  I  repeat,  is  a  very  poor  consolation 
to  those  who  are  administering  aSairs  in 
the  County  Councils.  Thus,  there  may 
be  distinct  orders  given,  one  set  of  orders - 
being  given  by  the  County  Council,  and 
another  set  of  orders  given  by  the- 
Standing  Joint  Committee ;  and  I  think 
it  is  very  important  that  the  Govern- • 
ment  should  state  whether  they  intend 
to  deal  with  that  mittter,  and  should 
give  their  opinion,  if  possible,  on  the 
whole  question.  I  am  not  quite  clear- 
wbether,  under  Section  29,  i^ere  is  azi' 
appeal.  The  "words  of  the  section  are 
very  doubtful,  but  I  think,  ^from  an 
answer  that  hasubeen  given,,  by  the 
President  of  th6  Local  Government 
Board  in  another. place,  he  se«^p(ied  to 
imply  that  an  appeal  in  another  im- 
portant case,  the  Warminster  case,  teight 
go  forwsurd.  If  there  had  beeif'  an 
appeal  pending  in  thi^  Somerset  casi^,  of 
course  I  should  not  ha^ye  troubled  y^ttr 
Lordships  with  it,  but'as  a  considerabi^ 
time  has  elapsed  and  n^" appeal  has  yet 
been  brought,  I  think  t  am  entitled  to 
bring  this  important  mattsr. forward,  and 
3  Q  2 
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ask   the    opinion    of    the    Gk>Ternment 
upon    it.       My    Lords,    I    cannot  help 
sajing     a     word     or    two     upon    the 
general     question     of    Standing    Joint 
Committees,    because    this    has  opened 
the  question,  and   it   is  one   in  which, 
aooner  or  later,  some  change  must  take 
place.     "When    the'  Bill    of    1888   was 
passed    there    wss    very     considerable 
objection,  not  only  on  the  side  of  the 
House  to  which  I  belong  but  on  the 
other  side  too,  to  the  establishment  of  a 
dual  authority  in  the  new  County  Admi- 
nistration.    It  was  said  that  there  was 
no  reason  whatever  why,  if  a  Municipal 
Goancil,ithrough  their  Watch  Committee, 
oould     mana^     the      police     of     their 
boroughs,    the    new    County    Councils, 
■«ither  by  themselves  or  through  a  Com- 
-mittee,  should  not  manage  the  police  of 
rthe  county,   and,  with   regard  to   that 
.  matter,  a  strong  feeling  was  expressed. 
.  I  venture  to  say  that,  tiiough  happily  in 
.  the  case  of  my  own  county  no  conflict 
-  has  arisen  between  the  Standing  Joint 
>  Committee    and    the    County   Council, 
'  for  nothingcould  have  been  more  concilia- 
tory than  the  attitiide  of  both  the  County 
Council  'and  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittee, still  there  have  been  very  serious 
administrative  difficulties    to    be  dealt 
with,  and  we  have  seen  how  easily  very 
'.   serious  difficulties  might  arise.   Take  the 
.. qaestion,of  finance.     I  believe  lam  not 
.'Overstating* the  case  when  I  say  that  in 
.  most  connties  the  ^Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittee have  the  Cf>ntrol  of  one-third,  or 
more  than  one-thi|^,  of  tiie  whole  expen- 
diture of  the  county.    The  whole  of  that 
'   third  6l  the  expesditure  is  taken  out  of 
'  the  coiktrol  of  those  who  are  elected  by  the 
ratepayers  whose'  representatives    have 
nothii^  to  do  but  'Bo  carry  out  the  orders  of 
the  Standing  Jt^int   Committee.     Then 
with  regard  to  the  police.     The  police  in 
^ost  c(>unties,  it^pertainly  has  been  so  in 
mine, 'have  bec&  employed  in   a  g^reat 
-variety  of  duties.     Happily,  there   has 
,b3en  tfery  little  crime,  and  they  can  very 
.easily 'carry    out    many   administrative 
Acts  which,  without  their  assistance  and 
«3rvtce^,  it  would  have  been  very  diffi- 
cult for,  the  county  to  have  carried  out. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures Act,  a  measure  which  I  am  sorry 
to  say  is  going  to  throw  perfectly  need- 
lessly an  enormous  expense  upon  various 
.counties.    Thtit  Act  has,  in  mof  t  counties, 
been  admirably  administered  through  the 
Earl  Spencer 


police.  Now,  the  Act  which  has  been 
brought  in  makes  it  impossible,  in  a  greti 
many  places,  and  certainly  in  myoounty,for 
the  police  to  continue  administering  that 
Act.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  in 
various  places  police  stations  and  other 
facilities  connected  with  the  police 
service,  and  the  Counl^  Cood- 
cil,  in  administering  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Act  must  have  constuit 
recourse  to  police  stations,  and  in  some 
respects  to  the  police.  If  the  Joist 
Committee,  who  have  the  control  d 
police  stations,  are  in  opposition  and  in 
conflict  on  many  subjects,  as  they  mighi 
well  be  with  the  County  Council,  we 
who  represent  the  ratepayers  of  the 
county,  would  be  put  to  an  enormonsl}' 
increased  expenditure,  and  there  would 
be  constant  friction  and  di£Bcaltf  in 
administering  this  part  of  the  Act.  Tkke 
another  very  important  matter — we  had 
a  Debate  on  the  subject,  your  Lcardship 
will  remember,  a  short  time  agx) — that  k 
the  Contagions  Diseases  of  A  ninmlg  Act 
That  Act  could  not  be  worked,  I  venture 
to  say,  except  at  enormous  expense,  witlt- 
out  having  recourse  to  the  pcdioe. 
Happily,  we  have  come  to  terms  with 
our  Standing  Joint  Committee ;  bat  if 
the  Standing  Joint  Committee  resisted 
and  refused  to  give  the  assistance  of  the 
police  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
this  Act,  we  should  have  disease  amoi^ 
ftTiimftlR  spread  broadcast  all  over  the 
country.  Those,  my  Lords,  are  two 
instances  where  I  think  the  dual 
authority  works  exceedingly  ill.  Then 
I  will  give  another  instance.  Take  the 
appointment  of  officers.  There  is  no 
more  important  officer  than  the  Clerk  to 
the  Council.  The  gentleman  who  is 
Clerk  to  the  Council  has  generally  heat 
Clerk  of  the  Peace.  As  your  Loidshipe 
know,  Lord  Lieutenants  of  counties 
formerly  had  the  appointment  of  Clerks 
of  the  Peace.  When  this  nevr  Act  came 
into  force  those  appointments,  which  ban 
been  taken  from  the  Lord  Lieutenants, 
were  given  to  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittee. Mark  what  the  result  of  that  s- 
The  Standing  Joint  Committee,  half  of 
whom  might  have  been  perfectly  ^ao- 
rant  of  any  of  this  new  work  connected 
with  the  County  Council,  have  tk 
appointment  of  the  most  importact 
officer  of  the  Council.  The  Council 
have  no  voice  in  the  matter  whatevs. 
That  seems  to  me   to   be   a   very  gross 
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scandal,  and  it  might  lead  to  very  great 
difficulty  indeed.  Then  take  the  qnestiun 
of  clerks.  The  Countj  Council  have  a 
groat  deal  more  work  than  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, and  in  many  cases  they  have  had.to 
increaf»e  their  stafi,  bat  thev  cannot  ap- 
point their  clerk  if  that  clerk  had  had  any- 
thing to  do,  say,  in  collecting  fees  for  the 
Magistrates  ;  according  to  the  interpreta- 
tion giren  to  the  Act  that  matter  woald 
have  to  go  to  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittee. My  Lords,  I  have  given  those  in- 
stances to  show  how  difficult  the  working 
of  this  dual  system  is,  and  how  im- 
portant it  is  that  some  change  should 
take  place  with  regard  to  it.  Now,  I 
understand  that  in  some  counties  great 
difficulties  have  arisen — ^in  Leicestershire 
a  very  serious  conflict  of  opinion  has 
arisen  between  the  County  Council  and 
tho  Standing  Joint  Committee  in  r^^rd 
to  a  police  rate.  I  am  informed  that  a  good 
many  County  Councils  in  England  have 
petitioned  for  the  abolition  of  Standing 
Joint  Committees.  There  is  one  county 
which  has  done  a  very  remarkable 
thing,  that  is  the  county  of  Gloucester. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
Connlj-  Council  of  Gloucester  the 
Standing  Joint  Committee  seems  to  be 
so  much  more  important  than  the 
Council  itself  that  they  have  established 
a  Standing  Joint  Committee  twice  the 
size  of  the  County  Council.  I  will 
explain  to  your  Ijordships  how  this  is : 
they  have  appointed  the  whole  Council  to 
be  the  representatives  of  the  Council  on 
the  Standing  Joint  Committee,  and  the 
Magistrates  have  to  double  that  number. 
So  that  you  have  this  extraordinary 
anomaly,  that  you  have  a  Standing  Joint 
Committee  twice  the  siza  of  the  Council, 
and  yon  would  have,  therefore,  to  build  a 
room  not  for  the  Council  but  for  the 
Standing  Joint  Committee.  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  know  why  the  wise  people  of 
Gloucester  did  this ;  but  it  shows  what 
importance  they  attach  to  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee,  and  I  confess  it 
rather  points  to  some  absurdity  existing 
in  this  arrangement.  I  have  thought 
it  right  to  allude  to  one  or  two  of  these 
points  because  they  are  points  of  great 
interest  in  the  country,  and  as  this 
decision  in  the  Somersetshire  case  brings 
up  the  whole  matter  it  may  be  desirable, 
if  the  Government  are  going  to  deal  with 
it,  that  they  should  deal  with  other  points 
as  well  as  this  point  with  regard  to  the 


buildings.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  I 
have  troubled  the  House  with  these 
few  observations,  and  I  now  ask  the 
question  of  which  I  have  given  notice. 

•LoED  BASING :  My  Lords,  before  my 
noble  Friend  replies  to  the  inquiry  which 
has  been  made  of  him  I  should  like  to 
say  one  or  two  words,  because  my  ex- 
perience differs  somewhat  from  that  of 
the  noble  Lord  who  has  brought  for- 
ward this  question.  I  am  far  from  dis- 
puting the  justice  of  the  criticisms  he 
has  made  upon  the  various  anomalous 
provisions  which  pervade  the  Local 
Government  Act  in  respect  of  the 
Standing  Joint  Committees.  We  all 
know  that  they  were  introduced  into  the 
Bill  of  1888  as  a  sort  of  compromise, 
and  like  many  compromises  it  has 
entailed  many  clumsy,  awkward,  and 
inconsistent  provisions.  But  I  confess, 
although  I  greatly  deprecate 'the  push- 
ing home  of  the  decision  of  the  Judges- 
in  the  Somersetshire  case,  I  think 
Connty  Councils  in  many  quarters - 
have  been  over  frightened  by  the  ap- 
parent completeness  and  fulness  of  that  • 
decision.  At  all  events,  in  the  Connty 
Council  over  which  I  have  the  hononi 
to  preside,  it  has  made  little,  if  any,  difFer- 
ance  in  the  mode  of  conducting  business. - 
as  regards  buildings,  repairs,  and  the 
maintenance  of  works.  As  regards  my 
own  County  Council  in  Hampshire,  they 
certainly  consider  that  as  they  find  the- 
money  and  find  the  officers,  it  is  only 
nndertheirownCommittees'care  thatim- 
portant public  works  could  be  managed,, 
and,  therefore,  they  do  not  hold  that 
the  County  Surveyor  is  at  the  beck 
and  call  of  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittee, nor  do  they  consider  that  the 
Standing  Joint  Committee  is  competent. 
to  put  their  hands  into  the  till  of  the 
County  Council.  They,  therefore,  con- 
duct all  the  business  with  regard  to 
the  police  buildings  and  Courts  of 
Justice;  they  entrust  the  Committees 
who  have  to  do  the  work  with 
power  to  do  it,  but  with  instructions 
that  they  are  to  observe  the  requirement* 
of  the  Standing  Joint  Committee.  In 
that  way  the  matter  has  worked  very 
well,  and,  though  difficulties  have  been 
raised  from  time  to  time,  we  have  found 
that,  with  forbearance  and  good  temper, 
anything  like  a  conflict  has  been  avoided 
hitherto,  and  so  I  think  it  will  be  here- 
after.   Ilevertheless,  the  provisions    to 
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which  the  noble  Earl  has  alluded  may,  at 
any  time,  provoke  hoatility  and  cause 
dissension  where  none  now  exist.  It 
should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that 
one  moiety  of  the  Standing  Joint  Ck)m- 
mittee  are  themselves  elected  members 
of  the  County  Council,  and  their  places 
may  be  filled  by  other  persons  if  they 
fail  to  represent  the  intsrest  of  the  rate- 
payers in  any  way.  I  should  be  glad  if 
the  Government  could  see  their  way 
towards  proposing  some  change.  At  the 
same  time,  if  they  were  to  open  this 
qttestion  of  the  Local  Government  Act 
of  1888,  with  the  view  of  making  all  the 
alterations  which  the  little  experience 
we  have  now  bad  during  two  years  has 
shown  to  be  necessary,  I  am  afraid  they 
cbnld  hardly  stop  at  the  Standing  Joint 
Committee,  but  that  they  would  find  far 
more  than  that  enactment  requires  eluci- 
dation if  not  amendment  and  change. 

•Earl  COWPER:  My  Lords,  as  the 
whole  subject  of  County  Councils  and 
Standing  Joint  Committees  has  been 
raised  by  the  noble  Earl  who  asked  this 
question,  I  may  be  allowed,  perhaps,  as  a 
Chairman  of  a  County  Council,  to  say 
that,  though  in  the  first  instance  I  was 
C3rtainly  inclined  to  think  it  would  have 
been  better  to  have  had  the  Police  Codi- 
•  mittee  appointed  by  the  County  Council, 
like  all  other  Committees,  and  that  it 
would  be  quite  safe  to  entrust  the  manage- 
ment of  the  police  to  the  representatives 
of  the  ratepayers,  yet  I  do  hope  we  shall 
not  have  any  alteration  made  now,  for  I 
think  that  just  as  we  have  begun  to  get 
into  the  performance  of  our  work,  and 
just  as  every  Committee  has  begun  to 
understand  its  business,  and  to  know 
what  it  has  to  do,  there  ought  to  be  some 
very  clear,  very  decided,  and  very  great 
proof  of  positive  inconvenience  existing, 
before  we  begin  tinkering  once  more 
with  this  measure,  after  so  short  an 
intarval  since  it  was  passed.  I  think, 
in  calling  out  for  change,  we  should  be 
rather  like  the  gentleman  in  a  famous 
sporting  novel,  who  was  always  beginning 
to  alter  his  stirrups  just  as  the  hounds 
began  to  run.  I  can  safely  say  that  in 
my  county  there  has  been  no  friction 
whatever.  The  first  thing  that  happened 
was  that  a  great  number  of  members 
appointed  upon  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittee by  the  Magistrates  were  members 
of  the  County  Council,  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  great  many  of  those 
Lord  Scuinff 


appointed  by  the  County  Council  were 
Magistrates,  so  that  many  members  ol 
the  Standing  Joint  Committee  scarcely 
know  whether  they  were  put  upon  it  by 
one   body  or  the  other.      I  confess    I 
think  the  instances  given  by  my  noUe 
Friend    where     difficulty    might    aiiae 
were  certainly  not  numerous,  and  are 
such  as,  if  you  look  into  them,  either 
do    not  exist,  or    could   not  easily  he 
avoided.     For  instance,  with  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  the  Clerk   of  the 
Peace,  would  it  be  feir  that  the  Magis- 
trates, who  necessarily  trust  very  much 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  should  have  no 
voice  in  the  matter)  I  think  they  should 
have  as  much  to  do  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  as  the 
other  body.  The  appointment  must  ei&er 
be  a  joint  one  or  there  must  be  two 
offices,   which  would  probably  entail  a 
wa§te  of  money.     Then,  as  regards  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Act.     I  certainly 
should  bo  prepared,  if  it  were  necessary, 
to  contend  that  it  would  be  better  not  to 
leave  the  carrying  out  of  that  Act  in  the 
hands  of  the  police.     I  may  say  that  we 
have   discussed   the  matter  completely 
and  fully,  and  we  have  ended  by  deciding 
that    the    police    should  have    nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  matter  beyond 
seeing  that    in    this    as    in    all    other 
matters   the   law   is   carried   out.      My 
Lords,  I  only  rose  to  say  that  I  hope  we 
shall  not  have  any  tinkering  with  this 
County  Council    Act,  at    any  rate   at 
present,  until  we  have  seen  a  little  better 
how  it  works,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
may  have  been  able  to  see  whether  other 
alterations  might  not  be  advantageously 
made. 

The  Eabl  of  HARROWBY  :  My 
Lords,  I  should  like,  in  a  few  words,  to 
support  what  my  noble  Friend  opposite 
has  said,  having  had  some  experience  in 
County  Council  work  as  Chairman.  In 
my  own  Council,  I  may  say,  we  have 
had  no  difficulty  whatever  in  working 
this  measure.  We  laid  down,  and  very 
rightly,  I  think,  that  the  members  of  the 
County  Council  should  be  all  non- 
Magistrates.  That  was  a  happy  arrange- 
ment, but  the  effect  of  it  was  this  :  that 
half  of  the  Standing  Joint  Committee 
was  composed  of  Magistrates,  and  the 
Magistrates  themselves  elected  several 
members  who  were  on  the  County 
Council.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Coun^ 
Council  has  a  very  considerable  majority 
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on  tke  Standing  Joint  Committee.  Bat 
no  praetieal  difiScalty  has  arisen  hitherto, 
though  the  Coantj  Coanoil  did  petition 
to  have  a  change,  but  onlj  half  the 
'Connfy  Council  was  present,'  and  the 
resolution  was  carried  only  b^a  small 
majority.  I  think  it  would  be  very  un- 
wise to  make  a  change  at  the  present 
thne,  without  further  experience.  All 
the  arguments  we  have  heard  this  even- 
ing' in  favour  of  a  change  are  just  the 
'arguments  we  beard  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  Bill,  and  I  would  add,  for 
myself,  the  opinion  that  at  present  it  is 
not  advisable  to  change  the  present  sys- 
tem, I  think  in  an  important  matter 
of  this  kind  we  should  get  all  the  experi- 
ence we  can  before  making  alterations. 
Eivery  year  we  are  picking  up  more 
experience,  and  I  think  it  would  be  very 
un'wise  to  again  unsettle  this  matter 
'without  more  practical  knowledge  of  how 
■t  works. 

•Lord  MONK  BRETTON :  My  Lords, 
as  Chairman  of  another  County  Council, 
I   should  like  to  say  a  few  -words.     I 
differ  from  the  two  noble  Lords   who 
have  jnst  spoken.     1  should  be  very  glad 
to  hear  the  Gk>vemment  declare   that 
they  thought  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittees could  be   dispensed    with,  and 
that  they  were  prepared  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  abolish  them.     I  say  that  without  the 
least  personsd  feeling  against  the  Stand- 
ing Joint  Committees,  because,  in   the 
'Case  of  the  County  Council  to  which  I 
liad  the  honour  to  He  elected,  we  have 
worked   most    harmonionsly    with    the 
Standing    Joint   Committee,  and   there 
has  been  a  fixed  determination  on  both 
«ide8  to  avoid  any  possible  collision  or 
friction.     But  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to 
the  taeb  that  the   existence  of  a  third 
-statatoty  body,  alongside  of  the  Quarter 
Sessions  and  County  Council,  is  surplus- 
age,  and  tends  to  render  the  transaction 
of     busiaess    cumbersome.      Assuming 
that  the  Standing  Joint  Committeeu  are 
to  be  continued  until  we  have  further 
experience  of  the    working  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  for  some  time  longer, 
and  for  certain  purposes,  I  still  hope 
that  the   powers    given    in  regard    to 
county  baildings,  which  is  the  immediate 
question  raised  by  Loi-d  Spencer,    will 
not   be   'witfadra'wn    from    the    County 
Councils ;  and  I  use  the  word  "  withdrawn  " 
expressly     because     it     was     generally 
supposed  that  the  Local  Government  Act ' 


intended  to  make  the  County  Councils 
really     the    posst<8sors     of    the    county 
baildings.      It   was  'generally  believed 
that  the  Act  had  done  so,  but  then  came 
the  decision  in  the  Somersetshire  case, 
and  the  decision   in  the   Somersetshire 
case  has  left  the  County  Council  with  a 
dry  legal  estate.     I  admit  that  the  Act 
is  not   very  clear,   and  the  position  is 
rather  an   embarrassing  one.     The   pre- 
vailing opinion,  however,  was  that  the 
County  Councils  were,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  the  owners  of  the  buildings, 
subject  to  the  obligation  to  provide  the 
necessary  aco»mmodati6n  for  the  Justices, 
to  allow  the  proper  use  of  them  for  the 
Justices  and  for  the  police ;  and  that  the 
Joint  Committee  was  a  sort  of  tutelary 
Divinity,  to  intervene  if  that  obligation 
■was  not  fulfilled.     Now,  the  effect  of  the 
Somersetshire  decision  is  that  the  Joint 
Committee  are  the  absolute  masters,  and 
that  they  have  power  to  erect,  repair 
decorate  what  they  please,  and  as  they 
please,  and  then,  as  my  noble  Friend 
said,  send  the  bill  to  the  County  Council, 
who  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  pay  it. 
Well,  that,  I  think,  is  a  very  anomalona 
and  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition    of 
things,  and  the  decision  puts  the  County 
Council  in  a  very  false  position.  My  noble 
Friend  Lord  Basing  pointed  out  that  the 
Joint  Committee  was  a  body  on  which 
the  County  Council  was  represented  in 
equal  numbers  with  the  Quarter  Sessions. 
That  is  perfectly  true ;  but  there  is  this 
peculiarity  in  the  case,  that  this  Joint 
Committee,  on  which  the   two  bodies 
are  represented  equally,  is  the  master  of 
the  one  and  is  not  the  master  of  the 
other.     No  doubt  there  are  a  good  many 
ambiguities  and  anomalies  in  the  Act, 
which    further    experience    will    show 
require  correction.     I  am  content  to  wait 
for  those  ;  but  as  regards  this  particular 
point,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  short  Bill 
might  very  well  be  brought  in  to  pre- 
vent the  real  intention  of  the  Act  from 
being  defeated,  as  it  were,  by  an  acci- 
dent;   and  that  that  might    be    done 
without  waiting  for  other  Amendments 
or  alterations  of  the  Act.    As  I  said  at 
first,  I  hope  that  before  a  very  long  time 
the  Joint  Committees  will  be  dispensed 
-with   altogether,   but    as   regards    this 
question  of  public  buildings  it  does  seem 
to  me  to  be  60  inconvenient  a  state  of 
things  which  we  are  placed  in  by  this 
Somersetshire  decision,  that  I  trust  tiie 
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ChxTemment  will  say  they  are  prepared 
to  bring  in  a  short  Bill  wUch  will 
restore  the  position  which  the  Local 
GbTemment  Act  intended. 

LOBD  WENLOCK :  My  Lords,  if  you 
are  not  wearied  with  the  remarks  of  the 
various  Chairmen  of  Cktnnty  Gonncils 
who  have  addressed  yonr  Lordships,  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  the  question  which  has  been 
asked  by  my  noble  Friend  Lord  Spencer. 
One  point  which  has  not  been  brought 
out,  I  think,  is  as  regards  the  financial 

Suestion.    As  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
lommittee  of  my  own  Council,  I  found 
there  was  some   danger  of  their   losing 
the   grant  made   by  Government,  and 
that  the  Finance  Committee  would  find 
itself  mulcted,  without  any  fault  at  all  of 
its  own,  to  the  extent  of  one-half  of  the 
loans  of  the   county.     That  is  an  im- 
portant point,   and  is  a  matter  to  be 
guarded    against.      Section    80    of  the 
Local  Government  Act  gives  the  control 
to  the  Finance  Committee  in  all  financial 
matters,  bat  now  that  control  seems  to 
be  taken  out  of  its  hands.     Therefore, 
I  think,  in  this  respect  there  is  a  source 
of  great  dangler  to  the  ratepayers,  unless 
Government    finds     some     satisfactory 
means  of  placing  the  matter  on  a  more 
satisfactory    footing.     In   my  own   ex- 
perience  there    hM    been  some  slight 
friction,  as  regards  buildings,  between  the 
County  Council  and  the  Standing  Joint 
Committee.     It  was  only  the  other  day 
that   I  received,  as    Chairman  of    the 
Finance  Committee,  a  Beport  calling  my 
attention  to  the  fact  that  my  own  action 
upon  the  Standing  Joint  Committee  was 
unsatisfactory.     The  matter  in  question 
was  one  in  which  the   Standing  Joint 
Committee   recommended  that  a  large 
sum    should   be    expended    on    county 
buildings;    and,    as    Chairman  of    the 
Finance  Committee,  I  thought  the  ex- 
penditure ought  to  be  carefully  watched. 
The  Council  were  very  much  with  me 
in  the  matter,  and  against  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been 
for  this  decision  in  the  Somersetshire 
case,  I  believe  they  would  have  taken 
the  matter  up  to  the   High  Court.     I 
hope,  after  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made   by   the   noble   Lords,   who  have 
spoken  from  experience  of  the  working 
of  the  Act  in  their  own  Councils,  Govern- 
ment may  see   their  way  to  put  this 
question  on  a  more  satis&Atory  footing, 
Lord  Monk  Bretton 


because  we  have  now  had  experience  of 
the  difficulty  in  working  which  maj 
arise  and  which  may  become  more 
serious  in  future. 

The  Eabi.  of  JERSEY  :  My  Lords,  it 
is  evident  this  is  a  question  which  excitea 
considerable    interest    among  .  County 
Councillors;    and  I   think    it    is    very 
fortunate  that  we  should  have  had  the- 
varied  opinions    and  experience  of  &> 
nuny    Chairmen    of  County   Gonncik, 
The  question  of  the  noble  Lord  may  be- 
divided  under  two  heads,  one  dealing 
with  the  Somersetshire  case,  and  the  other 
dealing    with    the    wider   question    of 
Standing  Joint  Committees.     I  need  not^ 
I   think,  follow  the  noble  Lord   right 
through  what  he  stated  with  regard  to 
the     Somersetshire    case,   because    tiift 
decision  was  a  very  simple  one,  handing 
over  to  the  Standing  Joint  Committee  the 
control  of  all  the  buildings  which  hav» 
to  do  with  the  administration  of  justice' 
or  with  the  police.     By  that  decision  the 
County  Councils  are  declared    not    to 
have  the  right  of  exercising  the  poweia 
which  they  originally  thought  they  had, 
but  it  may  be  that  that  interpretation  of 
the  law  by  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
has  reference  to  what  the  intention  <rf 
Parliament  may  have  been   when  th» 
Act  was  passed.     But  I  mnst  point  out 
that  it  does  not  rest  with  a  Department 
of  the   Government  to  interfere   at  all 
with  the  law.     They  must  accept  it  as  it- 
is  laid  down  by  the  Courts  of  Justice. 
Still  I  may  state  that  the  Government 
are  quite  alive  to  the  importance  of  this 
point,    and  that,  whenever  a    Bill    ia 
bronght  in  to  deal  with  Amendmenta 
generally,  which  may  be  found  desirable, 
of  the  Local  Government  Act,  it  will  not- 
be  left  out  of  consideration.     Now,  as  to 
the  wider  point,  as  to  the  existence  or 
non-existence  of  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittees, I  must  observe  that  this  system 
was  adopted  by  Parliament,  after  careful- 
consideration  and  discussion,  as  the  best- 
means  of  meeting  what  was  an  acknow- 
ledged difficulty.      The  Joint  Standing 
Committee  is,  as  has  been  pointed  ont,- 
composed  not  of  aliens,  but  half  of  the 
County  Council  and  half  of  Magistrates^ 
and  though  it  is  perfectly  true  there  may 
be  opportunities  for  friction  to  arise,  yet 
I  think  the  experience  of  most  Chairmen 
of  County  Councils  is — it  certainly  is  my 
own — that  those  opportunities  have  not- 
been  taken,  because  there   haa  been  a- 
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yety  strong  desire  on  the  pcurt  of  members 
of  County  Cooncils  generally  to  facilitate 
the  working  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  and  there  has  also  been  shown 
that  strong  common-sense  which  I  hope 
will  always  be  a  characteristic  of  the 
English  people  when  they  are  entmsted 
with  the  carrying  out  of  any  important 
work.  But,  my  Lords,  it  does  not  rest 
with  me  to  enter  into  a  long  defence  of 
the  Standing  Joint  Committees.  As  has 
been  pointed  out,  the  Bill  has  only  been 
passed  within  the  last  two  years,  and 
certainly  the  experience  of  the  Depart- 
ment so  far  has  been  that  it  has  worked 
"well.  In  the  circumstances,  I  am  sure 
the  noble  Earl  will  not  be  surprised 
when  I  tell  him  that  it  is  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  introduce 
a  Bill  upon  the  subject.  I  do  not  know 
really  that  I  can  say  more  than  that. 

•The  Mabqubss  of  RIPON  :  My  Lords, 
I  cannot  say  that  I  have  derived  any 
^reat  comfort  from  the  speech  of  my 
noble  Friend,  who  has  just  sat  down,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government.  He  has 
been  good  enough  to  tell  us  that  the 
particular  question  arising  out  of  the 
decision  in  the  •Somersetshire  case  will 
be,  at  some  period  or  other,  which  is,  I 
am  af  rud,  likely  to  be  somewhat  distant, 
considered  by  Her  Majesty's  Govem- 
xnent.  Therefore,  I  do  not  think  we  can 
rest  with  much  hope  upon  the  remarks 
-which  have  been  made  upon  that  point. 
But  really,  my  Lords,  the  point  is  a  very 
important  one;  and  I  cannot  help 
believing  that  it  was  not  the  intention, 
either  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  or 
of  Parliament,  in  passing  the  Bill  of 
1888,  to  place  the  control  of  a  great 
portion  of  the  county  buildings  com- 
pletely in  the  hands  of  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee,  and  to  take  it  alto- 
gether away  from  the  County  Council 
itself,  patting  aside  lunatic  asylums, 
which,  I  admit,  are  buildings  of  great  im- 
portance, by  far  the  larger  portion  of  the 
county  buUdings  are,  by  this  decision, 
completely  taken  out  of  the  control  of  the 
County  Council  and  handed  over  to  the 
control  of  the  Standing  Joint  Committee. 
That  was  not  at  all  the  view,  as  the  noble 
Earl  has  stated,  which  was  taken  by  the 
CJonnty  Councils  when  they  first  entered 
tipon  their  duties.  With  regard  to  the 
County  Council  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  the  Chaii-man,  we  always 
supfposed,  and  I  had  the  best  reason  for 


believing  that  we  were  right  in   that- 
opinion,  because  I  took  some  pains  to- 
inform  myself    upon  the   matter,  that 
though  the  County  Council  was  bound 
to  supply  the  buildings  required  by  the 
Standing  Joint  Committee  for  the  pur» 
poses  of  police  and  the  administration  of 
justice,  it  rested  with  the   Council  to 
determine    how    those   baildings    were 
to   be    erected,  to  go    to  contract    for- 
their  erection,  and  to  control  the  whole 
matter.      Now,   this    decision   tells    uS' 
that  the  County  Council  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  matter  at   all,   except- 
to     vote     l^e     money    required,     and 
to  leave  the  Standing  Joint  Committee 
to  go  to  contract,  to  direct  the  surveyor, 
and  to  have  the  whole  business  carried 
out  altc^ther  under  their  orders.     My 
Lords,  I  venture  to  say  that  if  the  EEamp- 
shire  County   Coancil  is  acting  as  the 
noble  Lord,  Lord  Basing  has  described^ 
I  am  afraid  they  are  acting  in  contrar 
vention  of  the  decision  in  the  Somerset- 
shire case,  because  they  are  doing  exactly 
what  we  did  before  the  decision  in  the 
Somersetshire  oa8e,ar,dwhat wehavebeen  - 
recommended  by  our  leg^al   advisers  to 
abandon .    Now,  my  Lords,  if  tb  e  Govern- 
ment did  not  intend,  and  I  do  not  really 
think  they  did,  that  this  should  bethecasCr 
and  if  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Parlia- 
ment either,  surely  there  is  ground  for 
introdncing   a    short    measure    to    put 
the   matter    right,     because,    although 
serious  di£Bculties  have   not  yet  arisen, 
serious    difficulties   may   arise   at   any 
moment.     In    the   case   of  my  County 
Council  we  had  actually  gone   to  con- 
tract for  certain   buildings  under  our 
original  interpretation  of  the  law ;  the 
Somersetshire  case  was  decided,  in   the 
meantime,  before  they  were  erected,  and 
we  had  to  give  up  the  whole  matter  and 
refer  it  to  the  Standing  Joint  Committee, 
for  them  to  deal  with  as  they  pleased, 
and   make  the   contract  afresh  if  they 
thought  fit.    Now,   I  do  think  a  very 
strong  case,  at  all  events,  has  been  made 
out  for   restoring  the  system    to   that 
which,  I  believe,  was  originally  intended, 
by   both   Government  and   Parliament. 
Then,  with  respect  to  the  general  qaesr  . 
tion,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words, 
and  they   shall   be   but  few.     I  do  not 
know  whether  noble  Lords  have  alto- 
gether realised  what   seems   to  me    to- 
be  the  fact,  that  this  body,  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee,  is  a  body  altogether- 
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^thout  precedent  in  this  cotintrj.  It  is 
a  body  whioh  has  now  the  power  of 
decision  in  reference  to  one-third,  or 
more  than  one-third,  of  the  whole  connfy 
«zpenditare.  In  the  case  of  the  West 
Sliding  of  Yorkshire,  with  which  I  am 
<K>nnected,  the  sum  with  which  the 
Standing  Joint  Committee  has  to  deal  is 
upwards  of  £100,000  a  year.  It  has  the 
power  to  make  requisitions  upon  the 
County  Councils  to  levy  whatever  rate 
they  please  for  providing  that  sum,  and 
the  Council  is  bound  to  obey  ihoK 
requisitions  without  contest  or  inquiiy. 
Now,  my  Lords,  let  me  ask  you  to 
consider  what  this  body  is.  This 
body — I  take  the  case  with  which  I 
am  best  acquainted,  that  of  the  West 
Biding,  which,  I  inay  say,  presents 
the  matter  under  a  very  favourable 
aspect,  because  it  is  comparatively  a 
numerous  body — is  a  body  consisting  of 
38  members,  19  of  whom  are  elected  by 
the  County  Council  and  19  appointed  by 
the  Justices,  and  they  have  the  entire 
disposal  of  over  ^£100,000  a  year  of  the 
ratepayers'  money,  and  absolutely  with- 
out any  appeal  whatever !  The  old 
Police  Committee  had  to  report  to 
Quarter  Sessions,  and  there  was,  therefore, 
a  power  of  revising  their  proceedings  in 
Qaarter  Sessions.  I  admit  it  was  very 
rarely  done,  but  nevertheless  the  whole 
body  of  Justices  could  revise  their  pro- 
ceedings in  Qaarter  Sessions.  There  is 
no  such  power  in  regard  to  this  body. 
They  decide  the  matter  for  themselves ; 
they  make  the  requisitions,  and  the 
County  Council  can  be  "  mandamussed," 
I  am  told,  if  they  do  not  obey.  I  venture 
to  say,  that  for  a  body  of  that  kind  so 
composed,  having  absolute  power  with- 
out any  appeal  against  their  proceedings 
or  any  oontrol  by  anybody,  to  have  power 
to  spend  such  a  sum  as  I  have  mentioned, 
is  altogether  witbont  precedent  in  this 
country,  and  it  is  certainly  contrary  to 
what  I  have  always  understood  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  have  declared  to  be  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  the  Act  of  1888, 
namely,  that  the  representatives  of  the 
ratepayers  were  to  have  the  control  over 
the  county  expenditure.  But,  as  I 
have  said,  the  result  is  that  the  con- 
trol of  one-third  of  that  expenditure 
u  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  County 
Council  by  this  decision,  absolutely  and 
entirely.  Now,  my  Lordti,  with  respect 
The  Jfarqueu  qfBipon 


to  one  other  matter  I  wish  only  to  say  a 
few  words — that  is,  the  question  of  the 
appointment  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peaoa 
If  there  is  any  officer  who  ought  to  be 
appointed  by  the  County  Council  I  think 
it  is  their  own  clerk,  the  head  of  their 
office.  The  person  who  is  to  manage, 
under  them,  all  their  business,  and  who 
has  to  take  their  orders,  ought  to  be  a 
person  in  whom  the  majority  of  that  Coun- 
cil have  absolute  confidence.  But  even 
such  an  officer  as  their  clerk  it  not  to  be 
appointed  by  the  County  Council,  but  is 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Standing  Joint 
Committee.  It  is  perfectly  possible, 
indeed  it  is  very  likely,  that  the  Stand- 
ing Joint  Committee,  with  the  best  inten- 
tions, would  appoint  a  person  who  wouU 
not  be  acceptable  to  the  majority  of  the 
County  Council,  and  I  say  that  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council  is  a  person  who  ought  to  be 
altogether  acceptable  to  the  majority  of 
those  he  is  intended  to  serve.  I  think 
it  was  my  noble  Relative  behind  me 
who  spoke,  I  thought,  as  if  he  supposed 
the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  was  appointed  by 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace.  Of  course, 
if  my  noble  Friend  did  so,  it  was  a  slip, 

because  he  is  as  well  aware  as  I  am 

Eabl  COWPER:  If  the  noble  Mar- 
quess will  pardon  me,  what  I  said  was 
that  I  thought  it  was  fair  they  should 
have  a  voice  in  the  appointment  of  their 
own  clerk,  and  that  I  knew  it  bad  been 
done  previously  by  the  Lord  Liea> 
tenants. 
•The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  But  they 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  in  old 
days  ;  he  was  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. If  it  is  thought  that  because  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  has  certain  duties  to 
perform  connected  with  Quarter  Sessions 
therefore  he  ought  to  be  appointed 
either  by  the  Justices  or  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenants,  you  had  better  separate  the 
two  offices  than  perpetrate  such  an 
anomaly  as  to  take  the  appointment  of 
their  own  clerk  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  County  Council.  That,  my  Lords, 
seems  to  be  an  illustration  of  the  extreme 
anomaly  of  investing  the  Standing 
Joint  Committees  with  these  controlling 
powers.  My  noble  Friend  the  Earl  <rf 
Hivrrowby  has  said  that  he  hopes  no  hasty 
change  will  be  made  in  regard  to  this 
matter;  but  he.  was  obliged  to  admit 
that  his  County  Council,  however  he 
might  explain  it,  had  themselves  passed  a 
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outset,  I  should  like  to  saj  that  I  am 
thoroughly  aware  of  the  extreme  difficul- 
ties which  surround  this  question  on 
account  of  the  very  large  number  of 
interests  which  have  to  be  considered, 
interests  which,  owing  to  the  various 
minor  Ants  of  Parliament  which  deal 
with  the  question,  have  had  their  powers 
extended  or  curtailed  by  those  particular 
Acts  of  Parliament  in  different  districts. 
Therefore  in  any  suggestions  I  am  going 
to  make,  I  hope  I  shall  make  none  that 
are  unreasonable,  or  that  will  in  any  way 
interfere  with  those  interests,  or  which 
could  reasonably  be  taken  exception  to 
by  those  ratepayers  who  are  not  them- 
selves sufferers.  The  question  of  the 
conservation  of  rivers  is  one  which  has 
actracted  a  laige  share  of  the  attention  of 
Parliament, bothhereand  also  in  the  other 
House.  In  1887,  a  Committee  of  your 
Lordships*  House  took  a  large  amount  of 
evidence  from  skilled  witnesses,  and 
from  persons  who  were  conversant  with 
the  various  local  oiroumstanoes,  and  there 
were,  I  believe,  at  least  two  Bills  in- 
troduced into  your  Lordships'  House, 
dealing  with  the  matter.  In  successive 
Sessions  the  question  was  discussed, 
both  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  in 
this  House,  and,  although  no  legislation 
actually  took  place,  I  think  one  of  the 
Bills,  at  any  rate,  that  of  the  noble 
Lord  Earl  Spencer,  passed  through  this 
House.  Since  that  time  the  question, 
as  far  as  legislation  is  concerned,  has 
been  allowed  to  slumber ;  but  I  think 
that  the  interest  in  it  has  not  abated  is 
clear  from  the  fact  that  almost  immedi- 
ately on  the  formation  of  direct  Councils 
of  the  ratepapers,  this  was  one  of  the  first 
questions  taken  up  in  the  counties  which 
are  subject  to  floods.  The  county  of 
Huntingdon  was  the  first  to  move  in  the 
matter.  There  they  passed  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  some  powers  being  given 
to  them.  The  neighbouring  county  of 
Cambridge  also,  I  believe,  took  up  the 
question,  and  the  County  Council  of 
Nottinghamshire,  of  which  I  am  Chair- 
man, has  passed  a  resolution  very  much 
in  the  terms  of  the  notice  which  I  have 
placed  on  the  Paper  of  your  Lordships' 
House.  Therefore,  I  think,  I  may  be 
allowed  to  assume  that  there  is  an  evil 
existing  which  has  to  be  dealt  with, 
and  which  has  been  recognised  by  both 
Local  Authorities  and  by  Parliament.  If 
you  look  at  the  evidence  brought  before 


resolution  in  &vonr  of  a  change.  My 
County  Council  have  passed  a  resolution, 
not  quite,  but  almost,  unanimous,  in 
favour  of  a  change,  and  one  member  of 
that  Council,  who  is  well  known  to  some 
of  your  Lordships,  (Mr.  Dent),  in 
that  discussion  said  that  whereas  he  had 
himself  suggested  this  Joint  Committee 
in  Quarter  Sessions,  when  they  were  con- 
sidering the  Bill,  he  was  now  convinced 
that  it  was  an  inconvenient  arrange- 
ment, and  that  the  powers  of  control 
onght  to  be  left  with  the  County  Council. 
My  Lords,  it  has  been  often  said,  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion,  that  no 
irritation  has  yet  arisen.  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  I  can  bear  the  same  testimony 
in  regard  to  the  West  Biding ;  but  that 
being  the  case,  so  far,  this  is  exactly  the 
time  when  the  matter  can  be  discussed 
without  raising  all  the  difficulties  which 
would  attend  bringing  up  disputed 
questions  between  County  Councils  and 
these  Standing  Joint  Committees.  The 
question  seems  to  me,  I  confess,  to  be  a 
question  of  principle.  The  establish- 
ment of  these  bodies  is  anomalous,  and 
altogether,  as  I  think,  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  upon  which  the  Local 
Government  Act  was  founded ;  and  I  do 
hope,  in  spite  of  the  natural  caution  with 
which  my  noble  Friend,  representing  the 
Government,  has  spoken,  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  will,  in  the  course  of 
Che  Rscess,  consider  the  whole  question. 

CONTROL  OF  RIVERS  AKD  WATER- 
COURSES. 
QUBSnON — OBSERVATIONS. 

•Lord  BBLPER,  in  rising  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  necessity  of  giving  to  Local 
Authorities  some  control  over  rivers  and 
watercourses  within  their  districts  for 
the  purpose  of  prevention  of  floods,  and 
to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
whether  they  will  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  conferring  on  County  Councils 
defined  and  strictly  limited  powers  for 
this  purpose,  said :  My  Lords,  the  ques- 
tion I  have  put  down  upon  the  Notice 
Paper  is  one  not  only  of  some  interest  to 
County  Councils,  but  also  to  your  Lord- 
ships and  the  public,  and  especially  those 
who  live  in  counties  which  are  subject 
periodically  to  inundations  from  the 
rivers  in  their  districts.  I  am  very 
conscious  of  this  evil,  as  I  myself  live  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  two  rivers.    At  the 
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the  Committee  to  which  I  have  referred, 
it  is  abundantly  clear  that  there  has  been 
a  large  amount  of  damage  done  by  flood 
to  agricultural  land,  and  also  that  those 
poor  people  who  live  in  villages  and 
small  towns  subject  to  floods,  suffered  a 
large  amount  of  losn,  discomiort,  and 
even  of  sicknetw  from  that  cause.  I 
should  like  to  say  at  onoo  that  I  do  not 
wish  to  suggest  any  legislation  on  the 
lines  of  the  Bills  which  have  been  pre- 
viously brought  into  your  Lordships' 
House.  I  do  not  wish,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  to  criticise  those  measures,  but  I 
venture  to  think  that  public  opinion  has 
somewhat  modified  on  this  question 
during  the  last  10  years.  Your  Lord- 
ships will  remember  that  those  Bills 
gfavo  an  enabling  power  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  up  authorities  in  different 
localities,  under  which  Boards  might  be 
formed  which  would  have  very  large 
powers  of  dealing  with  the  surplus  flood 
water  in  their  neighbourhood ;  and  the 
principal  contest  and  opposition  upon 
those  Bills  arose,  I  think,  on  what  are 
called  the  rating  clauses.  There  was  a 
very  strong  feeling  among  those  who  do 
not  suffer  from  Hoods  themselves  that 
they  should  not  be  rated,  in  any  degree 
at  all,  in  order  to  relieve  the  landis  of 
those  who  were  less  fortunately  situated. 
I  must  say  that  I  think  this  feeling  with 
respect  to  rates  has  increased,  because, 
generally  speaking,  the  rents  of  agri- 
cultural land  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
riverd  have  decreased  during  the  last 
few  years,  and  there  is  certainly  a 
strong  feeling  that  we  ought  not  to 
pass  any  legislation  which  would  be 
liable  to  increase  the  rates  on  lands  which 
are  now  heavily  rated.  But  the  point 
which  I  wish  specially  to  present  to  your 
Lordships  is  that,  whatever  may  be  your 
opinion  with  regard  to  such  measures, 
there  are  certain  obligations  which  are 
impossd  by  law  both  on  private  indi- 
viduals and  on  those  who  have  rights 
over  rivers,  which  ought  in  the  first 
instance  to  be  enforced.  Clearly,  if 
you  look  at  the  circumstances,  which 
must  be  known  to  many  of  your  Lord- 
ships, there  are  many  of  those  obliga- 
tions under  which  conservators  of 
rivers,  millowners,  and  others,  have 
bsen  placed,  which  are  never  carried 
out  at  all.  It  is  perfectly  true  if 
a  private  individual  chooses  to  prose- 
cute, if  damage  results  from  care- 
Lord  Bdper 


lessness,  he  may  do  so;  but  there  is 
an  indisposition  to  prosecute.  What  is 
everybody's  business  is  nobody's  busi- 
ness, and  private  individuals  do  not 
like  to  place  themselves  in  the  position 
of  public  prosecutors.  The  consequence 
is  that  no  action  is  taken,  because  there 
is  no  body  or  power  which  has  any 
control  over  rivers  for  this  purpose,  and 
(here  is  really  no  power  whatever  of 
enforcing  the  law,  if  it  exists.  Ifow,  I 
do  not  wish  to  trouble  your  Lordships 
at  greater  length  than  necessary,  but  I 
think  I  ought  to  call  your  attention  to 
certain  instances  of  the  sort  which  arise 
where  those  obligations  are  not  carried 
out.  I  will  mention  the  cases  which  have 
come  within  my  own  knowledge,  and  I 
have  also  found  that  all  those  cases  are 
absolutely  confirmed  by  the  evidence 
of  the  various,  witnesses  called  before 
the  Committee  in  1877,  who,  I  may 
say,  .were  resident  in  all  parts  oi. 
the  country.  First,  let  me  take  the  case 
of  flood-gates  and  weirs.  It  is  an 
extremely  common  incident  of  liven, 
■frhere  rights  have  been  given  either  fcr 
the  purpose  of  navigation  or  to  millers, 
that  weirs  have  been  erected  and  flood- 
gates with  them.  An  elementary  duty 
of  those  who  have  had  such  powers  given 
them  over  rivers  is  to  keep  those  floods 
gates  properly  open,  not  only  while 
Hood-water  is  actually  coming  down, 
but  for  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  the 
water  to  get  ofE  before  the  flood  has  taken 
place.  That  is  a  duty  which  may  be 
recognised,  but  it  is  certainly  not  carried 
out ;  and  the  witnesses  befure  that  Com- 
mittee spoke  to  the  importance  of  having 
some  special  authority,  which  shall  t^e 
care  that  those  flood-gates  on  rivers  shall 
be  kept  open  for  ft  particular  time, 
which  may  be  necessary  to  allow  the 
water  to  come  down.  Then  with  r^ard 
to  weirs.  It  is,  of  course,  the  duty  of 
the  Navigation  Authorities  or  Owners  to 
keep  their  weirs  free  from  weeds  and 
rubbish ;  but  there  is  an  even  more 
important  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
your  Lordships'  attention,  and  that  is,  that 
in  many  cases,  to  my  own  knowledge,  aad 
it  is,  no  doubt,  also  within  the  knowledge 
of  many  of  your  Lordships,  weirs  have, 
during  some  years  past,  been  erected  per- 
fectly legally,  and  under  pretence  perhaps 
of  repairing  them  have  been  raised  it 
may  be  several  inches,  which  has  had 
the  effect  of  raising  the  water  above  the 
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original  heiglit.  In  regard  to  this 
matter  I  should  like  to  mention  this 
one  point:  in  the  evidence  giyen 
before  that  Committee  the  present 
Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  Commons 
gave  some  most  valuable  testimony  with 
regard  to  floods  in  the  rivers  in  his 
neighbourhood,  and  he  mentioned  a  case 
•which  actually  occurred  within  his  own 
knowledge.  A  millowner  finding  he 
did  not  get  quite  as  much  water  as  he 
wished  for  his  mill,  actoally  built  a  wall 
right  across  the  river !  And  though  the 
height  of  the  wall  was  afterwards  modi- 
fied, as  the  Navigation  Authority  had  to 
go  to  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  its 
being  abolished,  yet  it  seems  almost  in- 
oonceivable  that  anybody  having  a  mill 
upon  a  river  could  build  a  wall  right 
across  the  stream  without  any  interfer- 
ance  whatever  from  anybody  in  the 
neighbourhood.  My  Lords,  it  is  some- 
thing like  a  scandal  that  there  should  be 
no  Public  Authority  of  any  kind  which 
should  possess  a  power  of  interference 
with  anybody  who  may  choose  to  act  in 
that  way  on  a  river,  under  circumstances 
such  as  I  have  mentioned.  Then  there 
is  the  question  with  r^;ard  to  beds  of 
rivers.  Undoubtedly  floods  are  often 
caused  by  the  beds  of  rivers  becoming 
silted  up  from  not  being  kept  properly 
clear.  Many  of  the  witnesses  before  the 
Committee  spoke  to  the  fact  that  though 
that  duty  is  imposed  upon  companies 
which  have  navigation  rights,  they  are 
nevercarried  out,  because  there  is  nobody 
to  mtertere  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
that  obligation.  I  believe  that  any 
County  Council,  acting  through  their 
surveyor,  and  with  a  Committee  properly 
formed  to  look  after  such  matters,  wonld 
be  able  to  do  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of 
keeping  Beds  of  rivers  free  from  silt  and 
rubbish  coming  down.  Then  there  is 
the  question  of  bridges.  As  your  Lord- 
ships are  aware,  when  new  bridges  are 
now  built  County  Councils  have  power 
over  them  in  certain  ways.  If  it  is  a 
bridge  on  a  main  road,  the  County  Coun- 
cils have  themselves  power,  or  if  it  is 
a  bridge  to  which  they  have  to  contribute 
in  any  way,  to  see  that  the  arches  of  the 
bridgie  are  wide  enough  to  permit  the 
flood-waters  to  come  down  through 
them  ;  but  in  respect  of  any  ordinary 
bridge  the  County  Council  would  have 
no  power  whatever,  and  many  bridges 
have  been  built  which  would  seriously 


interfere  with  the  flow  of  flood-water, 
and,  therefore,  cause  floods  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. I  might  mention  one  case 
within  my  own  knowledge  of  a  bridge 
over  the  River  Trent,  at  Nottingham. 
That  was  a  very  old  bridge,  with  a 
considerable  number  of  arches.  The 
surveyor  for  the  borough  of  Nottingham 
gave  evidence  that,  when  the  old  bridge 
was  done  away  with,  and  a  new  bridge 
was  placed  in  the  same  position,  it 
actually  lowered  the  height  of  the  water 
18  inches.  Your  Lordships  will,  there- 
fore, understand  the  importance  of  seeing 
to  that  matter,  and  the  necessity  (^ 
taking  care  that  the  waterway  is  kept 
open  in  rivers  and  streams.  I  wUl  only 
mention  one  more  case,  that  is  with  regard 
to  new  schemes  under  private  Acts  of 
Parliament  which  may  he  got  by  Local 
Authorities,  ouch  as  the  Corporations  of 
large  towns.  I  myself  know  a  case  in 
point,  and  many  other  cases  were  men- 
tioned before  the  Committee  where  Acts 
were  got  for  the  alleviation  of  floods  by 
Corporations ;  greatly  for  their  own 
benefit,  undoubtedly,  but  the  inevitable 
result  is  that,  unless  there  is  some  au- 
thority which  can  watch  them  tuid  see 
what  they  are  doing,  the  flood  waters  are 
sent  down  much  more  quickly  on  the 
lands  below  them,  and,  though  the  town 
may  benefit,  the  county  may  suffer.  If 
the  County  Councils  had  some  power 
with  regard  to  rivers,  of  course  they 
could  see  that  any  scheme  that  was 
carried  out  in  their  neighbourhood  would 
not  interfere  with  the  streams  or  water 
over  which  they  have  jurisdiction.  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  have  mentioned  a  few 
cases,  and  I  believe  many  more  might 
be  mentioned  where,  if  some  authority 
of  this  sort  could  be  given,  it  might  be 
valuable.  It  may  be  said  that  the  rules 
and  regulations  under  which  rivers  are 
governed  vary  so  much  that  powers  to 
interfere  may  not  exist.  Even  in  these 
cases,  however,  I  think  the  County 
Councils  might  do  a  great  deal  by 
arrangement  and  by  conciliation,  and  by 
inducing  agreement  among  the  different 
authorities  along  the  banks  of  the 
rivers.  I  would  call  your  Lordships' 
attention  to  this  point,  that  it  is  not  to 
the  interest  of  anybody  on  a  river,  either 
Navigation  Companies  or  mill-owners, 
that  floods  should  he  allowed  to 
occur.  By  a  little  activity  and  timely 
attention  those    floods  could  be  dimi- 
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nished,  and,  therefore,  I  believe, 
all  the  aathoritieB  would  feel  themselves 
interested  in  acting  with  the  County 
Cktnncils  for  the  parpose  of  seeing  that 
the  necessary  precautions  were  carried 
out.  There  is  only  one  other  point  with 
which  I  will  trouble  your  Lordships, 
and  that  is,  if  you  agree  that  some  sort  of 
power  ought  to  be  given  to  a  Local  Au- 
thority, whetherthat  powerought  notiobe 
entrusted  to  the  County  Councils.  The 
County  Councils  now  represent  all  classes. 
They  do  not  merely  represent  the  land- 
owners, but  ratepayers  of  all  classes 
equally  with  the  land-owners.  They 
have  acting  under  them  a  qualified  sur- 
veyor, who  is  generally  an  engineer  also, 
who  is  perfectly  competent  to  deal  with 
such  matters.  Such  suggestions  as 
might  be  made  could  be  carried  oat 
really  without  any  great  expense  on  the 
part  of  the  County  Councils ;  and  if  the 
question  of  expense  arose,  it  is  dear  that 
a  body  directly  representing  the  rate- 
payers would  not  incur  expense  unless 
they  thought  it  for  the  benefit  not  only 
of  ^e  people  living  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  but  of  the  county  generally.  I 
should  like  here  to  point  out  that  you 
have  already  conferred  on  County  Councils 
powers  very  similar  to  those  which  I 
am  mentioning  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
vention of  floods  in  reference  to  fisheries, 
and  in  regard  to  the  pollution  of  rivers. 
The  powers  which  I  aaik  for  them  with  res- 
pect to  floods  are  almost  precisely  identical 
with  those  which  they  now  have  for  pre- 
venting the  pollution  of  streams.  The 
.  power  of  prosecuting  and  of  combining 
with  other  bodies  should  be  given  as  far  as 
might  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing out  these  matters.  I  am  well  aware 
that  the  powers  g^ven  in  regard  to  the 
pollnlicm  of  rivers  are  not  very  exten- 
sive, and  perhaps  for  that  reason,  if 
adequate,  they  are  more  likely  to  be 
snocessful.  I  would  venture  to  make 
the  same  remark  in  reference  to  floods, 
that  if  the  powers  given  were  too 
extensive,  they  would  be  more  likely  to 
lead  to  friction  than  powers  less  ex 
tended.  They  would  obtain  the  support  of 
manufacturing  peoplebetter  thanmoreex- 
'  tended  powers.  I  l^ve  only  now  to  thank 
your  Lordships  for  the  very  kind  atten- 
tion which  you  have  given  to  my  remarks 
on  what  I  am  afraid  I  must  call,  in  one 
sense,  a  very  dry  subject.  I  have  put  no 
Lord  Helper 


Motion  on  the  Paper,  and  I  only  ask  the 
Government  for  their  feivourable  con- 
sideration of  the  matter.  I  am  well 
aware  that  there  may  be  many  cf  your 
Lordships  who  might  think  that  more 
extended  powers  would  be  desirable; 
but  I  will  only  say  that  I  do  hope 
the  Government  will  seize  the 
opportunity  of  the  County  Councils 
being  now  established  for  taking  the 
first  step  in  the  matter,  even  though  it 
may  be  a  very  small  one,  that  is  of 
gp:«.ppling  with  an  evil  which  is 
universally  acknowledged  in  this  House 
and  throughout  the  country,  and  which 
has  been  too  long  standing  in  the  way 
for  settlement  by  Parliament. 

The  Eabl  of  JEBSEr :  My  Lords,  I 
think  the  House  will  quite  agree  that 
the  subject  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
I  brought  forward  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance in  many  counties.  Pei'sonally, 
I  may  say  that  I  was  one  of  those  who 
were  anxious  that  some  Bill  of  the 
character  to  which  he  has  alluded 
should  be  passed  some  years  ago; 
but,  as  he  is  aware,  great  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  passing  the  Fisheries 
Protection  Bill,  partly,  if  not  mainly,  on 
account  of  the  incidence  of  rating.  The 
noble  Lord  has  asked  whether  the 
County  Councils  would  not  be  the 
proper  authorities  to  carry  out  any 
future  measure  in  regard  to  the  preven- 
tion of  floods,  and  certainly  I  am  pleased 
to  be  able  to  say  that,  so  far,  the  Dej^rt- 
ment  which  I  represent  entirely  agrees 
with  him.  But  I  must  point  out  that 
at  the  present  time  there  are  no  general 
powers  belonging  to  existing  Local 
Authorities ;  and  therefore,  before  any 
such  measure  as  that  to  which  hie 
alludes  could  pass,  not  merely  an  exten- 
sion of  powers,  but  really  a  new  BDl 
would  be  required.  I  tluuk  we  have 
heard  to-night  quite  sufficient  to  show 
that  any  Bill  dealing  with  Counfy 
Councib,  however  small  in  its  inception 
it  might  be,  would  have  a  tendency  to 
greatly  incrrase  in  size.  Bills  in  passing 
rapidly  through  Parliament  kave  a 
tendency  that  way.  What  I  have  to 
say,  in  answer  to  the  noble  Lord,  is  that 
the  pointe  to  which  he  has  alluded  will 
be  carefully  and  fully  considered  by 
Her  Majes^'s  Government  when  any 
measure  dealing  with  the  extended 
powers  of  Corporations  is  brought  in. 
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QUESTION — OBSBBVATIONS. 

The  Eabl  or  EIMBERLEY  :  My  noble 
Friend  Lord  Boeebery  has  given  notice 
of  a  question  which  he  desired  to  ask 
the  noble  Marquess,  bnt  he  is  nnable  to 
be  present,  having  duties  elsewhere. 
He  has,  therefore,  requested  me  to  ask 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite  the  question 
on  the  Paper.  Perhaps  I  may  make  one 
remark  in  order  to  explain  it.  It  relates 
to  a  passage  in  the  noble  Marquess's 
Despatch  10  days  ago  concerning  the 
recent  arrangements  in  East  Africa. 
The  noble  Marquess  there  says  that — 

"  England  will  further  awnme,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  (which  has 
heen  given),  the  exdusive  protectorate  over  the 
Sultanate,  including  the  Islands  of  Zanzibar 
and  Pemba." 

The  question  which  my  noble  Friend 
Lord  Kosebery  desired  me  to  ask  is  this : 
' — 1.  The  exact  meaning  of  the  expression 
"the  Sultanate  of  Zanzibar"  in  Lord 
Salisbury's  Despatch  of  Uth  June,  1890; 
2.  If  maps  will  be  furnished  to  the 
House  showing  the  exact  limits  of  the 
various  territorial  proposals  involved  in 
the  new  Convention.  As  your  Lord- 
ships are  aware,  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar 
exercises  authority  over  parts  of  the 
coast  as  well  as  over  Zanzibar  and 
Pemba  ;  and,  therefore,  for  the  purpose 
of  rightly  understanding  the  arrange- 
ment which  has  been  come  to,  it  is 
desirable  to  know  exactly  what  is  meant 
by,  according  to  the  noble  Marquess' 
Despatch,  "  the  Sultanate  of  Zanzibar," 
over  which  the  protectorate  is  to  extend. 
The  maps  referred  to  in  the  second  ques- 
tion would,  no  doubt,  show  precisely  the 
boundaries  of  the  territory  in  reference 
to  the  protectorate. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SECRE- 
TARY OF  STATE  FOE  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury): 
I  imagine  that  the  word  "  Sultanate " 
has  the  same  relation  to  Sultan  as 
Monarchy  has  to  Monarch,  or  Empire  to 
Emperor.  The  protectorate  over  the 
Sultanate  of  2janzibar  means,  I  imagine, 
the  protectorate  over  the  territory  which 
is  under  the  government  of  the  Sultan, 
or  under  his  suzerainty.  If  the  noble 
Earl  asks  me  to  give  him  an  enumeration 
of  those  territories,  of  course  I  shall 
meet  with  greater  difficulty,  because  there 
is    a    certain    amount     of    controversy 


attaching  to  some  portions  of  them; 
but,  generally  speaking,  they  consist  of 
Zanzibar,  the  islands  with  which  that  is 
connected,  and  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  coast.  With  regard  to  the  second 
question,  as  to  maps,  I  inquired  to-day, 
and  I  was  told  that  the  maps  have  already 
been  sent  down  to  the  House  of  Lords 
this  morning.  If  that  has  not  been  dono 
I  will  take  care  that  they  are  sent  down 
without  any  delay. 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  befor» 

Seven  o'clock,  to  Thursday  next, 

a  quarter  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  24th  June,  1890, 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


BURNLEY  RECTORY  BILL  [LORDSJ 
{By  drdtr.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read, 
(3.5.)  Mr.  MACLURE  (Lancashire, 
S.E.,  Stretford)  :  In  moving  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  it  will  be  necessary 
that  I  should  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  for  a  few  moments  in  order  to 
explain  how  the  necessity  for  the  Bill 
has  arisen.  By  an  Order  in  Council, 
dated  the  28th  of  March,  1890,  Burnley 
has  been  created  into  a  Suffragan  Bishop- 
ric. This  Bill  proposes  to  make 
provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Snffragan  Bishopric,  and  it  has  received 
the  approval  of  the  Archbishop  of  York, 
the  Bishop  of  Manchester,  and  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners.  The  present 
Rector  of  Burnley,  Canon  Townley 
Parker,  is  the  owner  of  the  advowson  of 
the  living,  which  is  now  worth  £4,000  a 
year,  with  a  population  of  13,000,  the 
rest  of  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  town 
being  provided  for  by  other  churches, 
which  are  not  so  well  endowed.  The 
proposal  which  Canon  Parker  makes  is 
that,  on  the  voidance  of  the  living  by 
him,  he  should  surrender  to  his  successor 
— the  Bishop  Suffragan  of  Bamley — the 
sum  of  about  £2,000  a  year,  leaving  the 
remaining  £2,000  to  be  divided  among 
the  smaller  churches  of  the  town,  and 
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«xtended  beyond  the  present  parish  of 
Burnley.  A  Bomewhat  similar  ar- 
cangement  was  made  in  the  case 
of  the  Saffragan  Bishopric  of  Stoke, 
vhich  received  the  sanction  of  this 
Honse.  In  this  case  it  is  an  absolute 
free  gift  on  the  part  of  Canon  Parker, 
who  surrenders  this  valuable  property 
«imply  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  in 
which  he  has  worked  for  something  like 
38  years.  As  the  arrangement  has 
received  the  approval  of  all  the 
authorities  I  fail  to  see  what  possible 
objection  can  be  made  to  such  a  noble 
1^.  The  Bill  has  already  passed  the 
House  of  Lords  without  opposition,  and 
I  now  beg  to  move  that  it  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
-"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  ^  second 
time."-*— (J/r.  Maelwre.') 

•(3.10.)  Me.  spencer  BALFOUR 
^Burnley) :  In  moving  the  Amend- 
ment of  which  I  have  g^ven  notice, 
I  wish  to  say  tliat  I  entirely  concur 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  g^  which 
the  Rector  of  Burnley  proposes  to 
make.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  is 
actuated  by  the  highest  motives  of 
1)enevolence  and  generosity,  and  that  he 
is  desirous  of  taking  the  best  course  of 
-dealing  with  the  very  large  funds  of  this 
somewhat  remarkable  rectory.  But  the 
objections  to  the  Bill  are  of  a  numerous 
and  weighty  character.  In  the  first 
place,  is  it  desirable  that  a  question 
-affecting  the  status,  position,  and 
organisation  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
East  Lancashire  should  ba  decided  by  a 
private  Bill  in  the  same  way  as  other 
questions  are  decided  by  a  Railway  or 
Canal  Bill )  My  hon.  Friend  says  that 
-there  was  no  opposition  to  the  measure 
in  the  Honse  of  Lords,  but  the  reason 
-was  that  under  the  locus  standi  arrange- 
ments which  govern  the  procedure  of 
«  Private  Bill  Committee  it  was 
not  possible  to  formulate  an 
opposition.  My  hon.  Friend  further 
states  that  the  BUI  has  received  the 
-approval  of  the  Archbishop  of  York,  the 
Bishop  of  Manchester,  and  the  Eoclesi- 
«stioal  Commissioners.  So  &r  as  the 
Archbishop  and  Bishop  are  concerned  I 
-can  quite  understand  that  they  approve 
of  the  Bill  which  provides  the  parochial 
funds  shall  be  applied  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  episcopacy.  But  the  people 
Jfr.  Maclure 


themselves,  who  ought  to  be  consulted, 
have  never  been  consulted.  The  measure 
has  never  even  been  submitted  to  the 
Vestry,  and  there  is  this  remarkable  &ct, 
that  it  is  a  Bill  to  dispose  of  funds 
orig^inally  called  into  existence  for 
parochial  purposes  without  the  consent 
of  the  parishioners  being  asked  in  any 
form  or  shape.  I  think  before  a  measure 
of  this  sort  is  treated  as  a  Private  Bill 
there  ought  to  have  been  some  kind  of 
Whamcliffe  meeting  of  the  parishioners, 
and  it  is  unfair  to  say  that  the  Bill  has 
not  been  opposed,  when  the  parishioners 
had  no  means  of  opposing  it  in  the  Honse 
of  Lords.  It  is  also  objected  that  of  this 
£4,000  per  annum,  which  is  the  present 
revenue  of  the  rectory,  but  which,  it  is 
calculated,  will  be  considerably  increased 
hereafter,  no  lees  than  £2,000  is  assigned 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  Suffragan 
Bishopric  of  Burnley.  I  submit  that 
the  churchmen  of  Lancashire  are  wealthy 
and  influential  enough  to  maintain  a 
Suffrage  Bishop  without  appropriating 
these  funds,  and  if  the  revenue  is  to  be 
diverted  it  ought  to  be  diverted  for  local 
purposes.  Upon  these  g^nnds,  and 
these  grounds  only,  I  have  been  asked  by 
my  constituents  at  Burnley,  who  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  consulted  in 
the  matter,  to  oppose  the  Bill.  Everybody 
appears  to  have  been  consulted  except 
those  who  are  most  particularly  interested. 
In  the  case  of  Stoke,  which  is  the  only 
analogous  case,  the  Hybrid  Committee 
to  which  the  Bill  was  referred  expressly 
introduced  a  provision  that  a  future 
Suffragan  Bishopric  should  not  be  erected 
in  Stoke-upon-Trent.  This  Bill  is 
directly  opposed  to  the  decision  then 
arrived  at,  because  it  proposes  that 
every  Suffragan  Bishop  of  Burnley  shall 
be  Rector  of  the  parish.  I  beg  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  on 
this  day  six  months. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "now,"  and  at  the  end  of 
the  Question  to  add  the  words  "upon 
this  day  six  months." — {Mr.  Spencer 
Balfour.') 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

•(3.20.)  Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLE- 
WORTH  (Lancashire,  N.E.,  Clitheroe) : 
I  cordially  acknowledge  the  manner- in 
which  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Burnley  (Mr.  S.  Balfour)  has  spoken  of 
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my  friend  and  neighbonr,  the  rector  of 
Bnrnlej,  and  the  hAudsome  recognition 
he  has  made  of  the  extremely  liberal 
spirit  in  which  this  gift  is  proposed  to 
be  conferred  by  Canon  Parker.  I  live 
in  the  immediate  neighbonrhood,  and 
know  something  of  the  circnmstances 
of  the  town.  I,  therefore,  wish  to 
explain  why  I  cannot  agree  with  my 
hen.  Friend,  although  I  know  that 
he  represents  the  feeling  of  some  of  his 
own  constitnents,  and  of  mine  also,  in 
opposing  the  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  there 
has  been  an  entire  absence  of  opposition 
to  the  Bill  in  Parliament.  No  objection 
was  raised  to  it  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  no  Petition  has  been  presented 
against  it  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
To-day  is  the  last  day  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  Petitions,  and  up  to  this  time  no 
Petition  has  been  deposited.  I  venture 
to  say,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  a 
strong  and  extreme  measare  for  tl^e 
House  to  adopt  the  coarse  now  sugges- 
ted of  throwing  out  the  Bill.  My  hon. 
Friend  says  that  the  parishioners  have 
not  been  consulted,  but,  as  far  as  I  know, 
the  Churchmen  of  Burnley  unanimously 
approve  of  the  measure.  When  it  was 
first  announced  that  the  rector  proposed 
to  make  this  generous  gift,  there  was  a 
chorus  of  approval,  not  only  from  church- 
men, but  from  the  inhabitants  generally, 
and  although  there  has  been  some  little 
opposition  since,  I  believe  that  it  has 
been  based  npon  a  misapprehension.  In 
my  opinion,  this  is  a  most  liberal 
measure,  and  the  kind  of  measure  of 
reform  which  Liberals  should  desire  to 
see  carried  out.  There  has  long  been  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  Burnley  and  the 
neighbourhood  that  this  rich  living 
should  be  re-distributed,  so  that  other 
districts  in  the  town  should  receive  some 
benefit  from  it.  Upon  two  occasions  the 
rector  has  met  that  feeling.  He  has  de- 
voted out  of  the  revenue  of  the  living 
J&150  a  year,  or  £450  in  all,  to  three  of 
the  poorer  parishes  in  Burnley,  and  for 
anotiier  parish  he  has  set  aside  an 
annual  sum  of  £150,  irrevocably  as  an 
endowment.  By  this  Bill  he  proposes  to 
devote  about  £2,000  a  year  to  various 
districts  within  the  ancient  parish 
of  Burnley.  This  Bill,  therefore,  simply 
re-distributes  the  resources  of  a  large 
living,  which  is  an  object  in  itself  most 
desirable,  and  one  which,  I  think,  will 
commend  itself  to  the  House.  It  abolishes 
VOL.  CCCXLV.       [thibd  seeiks.] 


the    private  patronage   now  connected 
with  the  living.     At  present  the  living 
is  entirely  in  the   hands   of  a  private 
person — the  Rector  of  Burnley,  who  can 
do  what  he  likes  with  it.     He  can  sell 
the    advowson,    with    the    consequent 
scandal  of  putting  it  up  for  sale  in  a  news- 
paper advertisement.      Such  a  scandal 
will  be  prevented  for  ever  if  this  Bill  is 
passed.     Sooner  or  later  the  Rector  pro- 
poses to  retire,  and  his  successor  will  not 
only  be  Rector  of  Burnley,  bat  will  be 
able  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  the  Bishop 
of  Manchester  as  the  SufEragan  Bishop 
of  Bnmley,  the  Bishopric  Having  already 
been  constituted  by  an  Order  in  Council, 
dated   March    21,   this  year.     My  hon. 
Friend  says  that  it  is  a  serious  thing  to 
decide  a  matter  of  this  kind  by  a  private 
Bill.     I  quite  agree  with  him.     I  very 
much    dislike  the    system    of    private 
ownership    in    connection    with    these 
matters,   but  the  present  Bill  destroys 
the  very  thing  to  which  he  objects,  and 
if  the  measure  passes,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible hereafter  to  deal  with  the  living 
by  a  private  Bill.     At  present,  however, 
it  is  the   only   course    open.     My  lion. 
Friend  says  that  the  revenue  is  likely 
to  increase.     I  am  not  sure  that  it  will 
be  BO,  seeing  that  a  large   portion  of   it 
is  derived  from  leases  for  999  years,  and,, 
although    there  may   be   an  increment- 
when    the    leases    fall    in,     I     hardly 
think  that  my  hon.  Friend  looks  forwanl' 
999  years.     There  are  two  alternatives- 
open  to  the  House — either  to  pass  the  Bill, 
which  will  be  a  great  reform  and  a  benefit 
to  the  town  of  Burnley,  or  to  reject  it, 
and  to  continue  the    present    order   of 
things,  which  appropriates  this  revenue  of 
£4,000  for  the  benefit  of  a  popnlation  of 
13,000,   instead  of  making  it  available 
for  a  population  of  something  like  80,000. 
Moreover,  the   living   will   remain  as  a. 
piece    of   private  patronage,  instead  of 
being  in  the  gift  of  the  Bishop  of  Man- 
chester,  and    available  for    wider  and. 
more  general  purposes. 

(3.27.)  Mb.  WOODALL  (Hanley)r 
My  right  hon.  Friend  says  that  there  are- 
only  two  alternatives  m  dealing  with 
this  measure.  I  would  venture  to  sug- 
gest a  third,  namely,  the  precedent 
which  was  set  in  the  case  of  the  rectory 
of  Stoke-npon-Trent.  There  are  many 
points  of  similarity  between  the  two  cases. 
Both  are  rich  livings;  in  both  cases 
the  proposal  was  to  mstke  a  wise  and 
3  R- 
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generous  application  of  the  funds  for  the 
better  servics  of  the  Church,  and  in 
both  it  was  proposed  to  place  the  patron- 
age in  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese.  Bat 
such  a  proposal,  which  necessarily 
omes  before  the  House  in  the  form  of  a 
Private  Bill,  establishes  a  precedent  of  a 
novel  and  dangerous  kind,  and  conse- 
quently requires  very  careful  attention. 
I  venture  to  submit  that  the  House 
would  do  well  to  follow  the  precedent 
established  in  the  case  of  Stol^e,  and  to 
refer  the  Bill,  after  having  read  it  a 
second  time,  to  a  Hybrid  Committee, 
which  would  inform  the  House  of  cir- 
cumstances which  would  aid  us  in 
coming  to  a  decision  on  the  matter. 

(3.30.)  Mr.  ILLINGWORTH  (Brad- 
ford, W.) :  I  listened  with  attention  to 
the  speech  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  near 
me  (Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttleworth),  but  I 
must  say  that  I  strongly  object  to  deal 
with  fragments  of  a  huge  national  ques- 
tion in  the  form  of  a  Private  Bill.  What 
■would  bs  thought  if  it  were  proposed  to 
make  similar  arrangements  in  connec- 
iiion  with  the  Army  or  Navy,  or  any 
-other  branch  of  the  Public  Service  ?  I, 
for  one,  feel  bound  to  protest  against 
such  a  mode  of  procedure  :  and  I  do  not 
think  any  hon.  Member  will  be  prepared 
to  get  up  and  say  that  the  National 
Church  is  iiot,  for  all  practical  purposes, 
a  branch  of  the  National  Service  of  the 
country.  There  is,  therefore,  to  my 
mind,  the  gravest  possible  objection  to 
any  proposal  for  dealing  with  questions 
of  this  kind  by  a  Private  Bill.  Without 
desiring  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
case,  I  think  that  we  who  look  forward 
to  a  general  measure  for  effecting  a  final 
ssttlement  of  all  these  questions  will  not 
be  prepared  to  vote  for  the  Bill.  I, 
therefore,  give  my  hearty  support  to  the 
Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Burnley  for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill. 
There  are  some  features  of  the  case 
which  are  opan  to  serious  objection. 
The-  present  Rector  of  Burnley  is  the 
owner  of  the  advowson.  I  presume  that 
the  Bill  is  not  to  take  effect  until  he 
vacates  the  living  ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  think  it  is  for  the  House  to 
determine  whether  X2,000  a  year 
is  not  too  large  a  sum  to  leave  for  the 
incoming  Rector.  If  we  are  to  cut 
down  the  income  of  the  living,  I  do  not 
see  why  we  should  not  lop  ofE  another 
£1,000,  and  make  it  available  for 
Mr.  WoodaU 


the  extension  of  the  Established  Church 
in  other  parts  of  Burnley.  If  a  re-adjust- 
ment is  required,  I  think  it  ought  to 
cover  a  much  wider  ground.  The  time 
is  not  far  distant,  I  believe,  when  we 
shall  have  the  whole  question  of  the 
endowment  of  the  Church  in  Scotland 
and  Wales  before  Parliament,  and  thosQ 
who  are  looking  forwlird  to  the  increased 
usefulness  of  of  the  Established  Chnroh 
will  then  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  whole  question. 

(3.4.)     Viscount    CRANBORNE 
(Lancashire,  N.B.,  D*rwen)  :    I  do  not 
see  why  the  hon.    Member  for    Wes* 
Bradfoid    (Mr.  lUingworth)  should  en- 
deavour to  convey  an  imputation  against 
Canon  Townley  Parker  for  what  is  really 
a  very  generous  act  on  his  part.     He  is 
the  owner  of  an  advowson  worth"  £4,000 
a  year,  but   he   proposes,  if  Parliament 
will  allow  him,  to  give  up  this  impor- 
tt^nt      piece      of     patronage,'     and     to 
devote  the   living   for   ever   afterwards, 
not  only  to  the  benefit  of  Burnley,  but 
to  that  of  the  diocese  at  large.     I  do  not 
think  that  wo  on  this  side  of  the  House 
can  support  the  Bill  from  quite  the  same 
point  of  view  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttleworth). 
It  is  not    because   we    dislike   private 
patronage  that  we  support  the  Bill,  but 
because    we  have    really  at  heart   the 
interests  of  the  Church  at  large.     The 
diocese   of    Manchester    is    a    growing 
diocese,  with  a  large  population  urgently 
in  need  of  increased  facilities  for  follow- 
ing the  worship  they  believe  to  be  right, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  place  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Bishop  this  large  and  rich  living. 
It  is  a  very  generous  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Rector  of  Burnley,  and  one  which  I  think 
Parliament  ought  gratefully  to  accept. 
Precisely  the  same  thing  has  been  doqie 
iir  the  borough  of  Blackburn,  although 
in  that  case  it  was  not  necessary  to  apply 
for  an  Act  of  Parliament.     A  living  has 
been   given   there  to  a   clergymaa  who 
acts  as  a  Suffragan  Bishop  to  the  Bishop 
of  Manchester,  and  I  have  never  heard 
any  objection  raised  to  the  fact  that  that 
gentleman  performs  functions  which  are 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country  at  large. 
I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion which  has  been  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford,  but  I  do  not  think, 
even  from  his  own  point  of  view,  that 
the  question  of  Disestablishment  will  be 
advanced  or  retarded  in  the  slightest 
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respect  by  the  fact  that  either  the  rector 
or  the  Bishop  has  the  use  of  these  funds. 
Mk.  ILLINGWORTH:  I  presume 
4ihat  the  noble  Lord  has  no  intention  of 
misrepresenting  or  doing  an  injustice  to 
■ne.  My  views  are  well  known,  and 
have  been  often  explained  both  here  and 
«lsewhere.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
wish  to  touch  any  national  property  at 
«11,  and  I  would  remind  him  that  there 
was  no  confiscation  of  the  Irish  Church 
Fund. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE:  Does  the 
lion.  Gentleman  wish  to  confer  the 
Church  property  of  Burnley  upon  Lunatic 
Asylums,  which  is  what  was  mainly  done 
■n  the. case  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund? 
Certainly  I  do  not  hold  that  view,  but  I 
do  not  think  the  question  of  Disestablish- 
ment will  be  in  the  slightest'  respect 
advanced  or  retarded  by  anything  this 
Bill  may  do.  In  this  case  the  patron 
himself,  the  Bishop,  and  the  people  of 
Burnley,  are  strongly  in  favour  cdE  the 
Bill,  and,  seeing  that  it  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  diocese  at  large,  I  would 
urge  the  Mouse  to  read  it  a  second  time, 
although  I  do  80  upon  very,  different 
grounds  from  those  which  have  been 
adduced  by  the  righjb  hon.  Member  for 
Clitheroe. 

(3.45.)  Mb.  COURTNEY  (Com- 
'wall,  Bodmin) :  I  hope  that  the  House 
'will  endeavour  to  approach  the  question 
without  losing  itself  in  that  cloud  of 
prejudice  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Braidford  was  the  first  to  throw  out,  and 
which  the  noble  Lprd  who  has  just 
addressed  the  House  has  certainly  not 
clarified.  I  think  we  ought  to  look  upon 
the  matter  as  men  of  common  sense. 
Here  is  a  Uving  of  £4,000.  The 
advowson  is  the  property  of  the  person 
who  is  now  the  Rector,  and  he  has  the 
uncontrolled  disposition  of  that  advow- 
son. He  proposes  to  vest  it  in  the 
Bishop  of  Manchester,  and  it  is  further 
propped  so  to  re-distribute  the  value  as 
that  £2,000  shall  be  attached  to  the 
existing  church,  and  the  remaining 
i£2,000  shall  be  apportioned  in  augmenta- 
tion of  the  nxinor  livings  of  Burnley.  I 
cannot  see  that  any  possible  case  what- 
ever has  been  made  out  for  the  rejection 
of  the  Bill.  I,  therefore,  hope  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Burnley  will  not  press 
his  objection;  and  in  regard  to  his 
second  proposal  that  it  should  be  referred 
to  a  Hybrid  Committee,  I  confess  that  I 


do  not  see  that  it  would  do  any  great 
amount  of  harm,  even  if  no  gain  is  likely 
to  result  from  the  adoption  of  such  a 
course. 

•(3.50.)  Mb.  BYRON  REED  (Brad- 
ford, E.) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  says  that  all  the 
Bill  does  is  to  transfer  this  property  from 
a  private  owner  to  a  public  servant. 
Perhaps  the  Bishop  of  Manchester  is 
willing  to  accept  that  designation  in  a 
general  sense,  but  I  think  in  no  other 
Mk.  COURTNEY  :  I  meant  nothing 
more  than  a  general  sense. 

•Mb.  BYRON  REED :  I  think  I  am 
entitled  to  place  my  own  interpretation, 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  words. 
CdE  course,  I  am  unable  to  say  what  was 
in  his  mind,  but  I  wish  to  point  out  that 
the  loose  use  of  terms  by  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman  of  such  weight  and  position  is 
calculated  to  render  our  discussion  some- 
what difiBcult.  All  I  have  to  say  is  that 
the  Bishop  of  Manchester  is  in  no  ordinary 
sanse  a  public  servant.  He  is  neither 
appointed  by  the  State  nor  paid  by  the 
State,  and  he  cannot  be  dismissed  hy  the 
State.  He  is,  therefore,  in  no  Parlia- 
mentary sonse  a  public  servant.  I  should 
Kke  to  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Bradford  that  this  is  a  Private 
Bill.  If  the  advowson  of  Burnley  were 
a  pubUo  endowment  created  by  this 
House,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to 
proceed  by  Private  Bill.  The  very  fact 
that  the  question  is  being  dealt  with  by 
a  Private  Bill  proves  the  reverse  of  the 
case  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Brad- 
ford would  have  the  House  believe, 
namely,  that  the  endowment  is  national 
property.  The  Rector  proposes  to  make 
an  extremely  liberal  re-distribution  of 
this  property,  and  I  cannot  understand 
how  such  a  provision  can  be  objected  to 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 

(3.55.)  Sib  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby) : 
If  anything  is  calculated  to  defeat  this 
Bill  it  would  be  the  speeches  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  ahd  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down.  Both  of  them 
have  endeavoured  in  a  very  special 
manner  to  raise  the  question  of  Dis- 
establishment. 

ViscocNT  CRANBORNE :  I  was  very 
far  from  raising  that  question.  It  was 
raised,  and,  in  my  opinion,  most  unneces- 
sarily, by  the  hon.  Member  for  Wesc 
Bradford. 
3B2 
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•Me.  BYRON  BEED :  I  equally  depre- 
cste  the  raising  of  such  a  question. 
Mj  remarks  were  only  made  in  reply  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Bradford 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees. 

Mb.  ILLINGWORTH  :  Perhaps  I  may 
be  allowed  to  explain.  I  did  not  raise 
the  qnestion  of  Disestablishment.  What 
I  urged  was  that  this  property  ought  not 
to  form  the  subject  of  a  Private  Bill,  but 
might  fairly  await  the  time  when  the 
whole  qnestion  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  Established  Church  will  have  to 
undergo  review. 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  :  All  I  wished  to 
say  was  that  I  desire  to  support  the  Bill, 
and  that  if  anything  would  induce  me 
to  vote  against  it,  it  would  be  the 
^seches  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Bradford  (Mr. 
Byron  Reed).  I  am  under  the  im- 
pression thatthe  Bishop  of  Maachesterwas 
appointed  by  the  State.  I  always  thought 
that  he  was  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
acting  upon  the  advice  of  the  Minister 
of  the  Crown ;  and  I  regard  the  Minister 
of  the  Crown  as  the  representative  of 
the  State.  But  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  discuss  the  position  of 
the  Bishop  of  Manchester  at  this 
moment.  The  question  is  whether  the 
proposed  Bill  is  one  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  town  and  people  of  Burn- 
ley. I  hope  the  House  will  bear  that 
faict  in  mind,  and  will  vote  upon  the  Bill 
quite  irrespective  of  the  question  of 
Establishment  or  Disestablishment, which 
really  does  not  arise  upon  it. 
•(3.57.)  Mb.  SPENCER  BALFOUR : 
I  will  not  put  the  House  to  the  trouble 
of  a  Division  if  it  is  understood  that  the 
suggestion  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  is  carried  out,  and  that  the  Bill  is 
referred  to  a  Hybrid  Committeee. 

(4.0.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes  1 72 ; 
Noes  131.— (Div.  List,  No.  154.) 

Main  Qnestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  seven  Members,  four  to  be 
nominated  by  the  House,  and  three  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection."  —  ( Mr. 
Spencer  Balfour.) 


Mr.  MACLURE  :  I  must  declbe  t» 
accept  the  Motion. 

(4.11.)  Me.  PICTON  (Leicester): 
Then  I  trust  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Burnley  will  divide  the  House  upon  it- 

(4.12.)  Sib  W.  HARCOURT:  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  below  the  Gang- 
way (Mr.  Maclnrc)  ought  to  agree  to 
this  proposal,  especially  after  the  sugges- 
tion of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means.  I  understand! 
that  a  precisely  similar  course  was  taken 
in  the  case  of  the  Stoke  Rectory  Bill  It 
involves  a  question  of  divided  interests- 
which  ought  to  be  considered  by  a  Com- 
mittee constituted  as  Committees  gene- 
rally are,  to  whom  questions  partaking 
more  or  less  of  a  public  character  are; 
referred. 

•(4.13.)  Mb.  WINTERBOTHAM 
(Gloucester,  Cirencester):  I  also  voted 
for  the  Second  Reading,  although  Uie 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Easfc 
Bradford  .made  it  somewhat  difiBcnIt  for 
Liberal  Churchmen  to  do  so.  I  must,, 
however,  join  in  the  appeal  that,  having- 
been  read  a  second  time,  the  Bill  should 
be  referred  to  a  Hybrid  Committee.  Th» 
measure  itself,  carrying  out,  as  it  does,  & 
useful  Church  reform,  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  and  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered without  in  any  respect  preju- 
dicing any  lai^r  qnestion.  The  Hotiae' 
ought  to  allow  the  people  of  Burnley  to 
be  heard,  and  every  interest  to  be  repre- 
sented, as  can  only  be  done  before  » 
Select  Committee. 

(4.15.)    Me.  MACLURE :  I   beg  to 
withdraw  my  opposition  to  the  Motion. 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

METROPOLIS     MANAaEMENT     AND 
BUILDING      ACTS      AMENDMENT- 
BILL.- (No.   132.) 
Report  from    the  Select  Committee 
brought  up,  and  read. 

METROPOLIS  MANAGEMENT  ANI> 
BUILDING  ACTS  AJIENDMENT 
BILL  (No.  132)  AND  METROPOLIS 
MANAGEMENT  AMENDMENT  ACT 
(1862)  AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  223.) 
Bill  reported,  with  Minutes  of  Evi- 
dence. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  245.J 
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METROPOLIS     MANAGEMENT     AND 

BUILDING      ACTS       AMENDMENT 

BILL.— (No.  132.) 

Bill  re-commited  to  a  Committee  of 

'i;he    whole    House   for    Thursday,  and 

itc  be  printed.    [Bill  356.] 

JIETROPOLIS   MANAGEMENT   AMEND- 
MENT ACT  (1862)  AMEND.MENT  BILL. 
—(No.  223.) 
BUI  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of 

the  whole  House  for  Thursday,  and  to 

Imprinted,     [BiU'357.] 

QU  ESTIO  A'S. 


THE  NEWFOUNDLAND  FISHERIES. 
Db.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  College)  : 
1  b^  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
J^ddress  to  the  Crown  on  the  French 
^"isheries  dispute  voted  by  the  Legisla- 
-tnre  of  Newfoundland  has  yet  been 
Teceived ;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  will  be 
presented  to  Parliament  1 

•The  under  SECRETARY  op  STATE 
■TOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  J.  Fbb- 
jQUSSON,  Manchester,  N.E.) :  The  Address 
referred  to  has  not  yet  been  received. 
Jt  may  be  expected  by  the  mail  arriving 
About  the  2ud  or  3i^  of  next  month. 
There  will  be  no  objection  to  giving  it 
Jbo  Parliament  whenever  Papers  are  pre- 
■eented. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh, 
If.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Afhirs  whether  he 
js  in  a  position  to  g^ve  the  House  any 
information  regarding  the  allied  con- 
flict between  French  and  Newfoundland 
fishermen  1 

♦Sre  J.  FERGUSSON:  No  such  in- 
formation has  yet  been  received. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND :  Are  we  really 
jto  understand  that  the  Government  have 
taken  no  steps  to  ascertain  whether  these 
conflicts  have  occurred  or  not  T 

•SiE  J.  FERGUSSON:  If  such  an 
•occurrence  has  happsned,  the  Local 
jAuthorities  must  make  inquiries  before 
jreporting,  and  it  is  only  right  to  wait  a 
(reasonable  time  for  their  Report. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND :  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  I  will  repeat  this  question 
i»-morrow,  and  until  the  Foreign  Office 
-take  proper  steps  to  find  out  whether 
^is  conflict  has  occurred  or  not. 


IRELAND  -  POLICE    AT    ABBEYSIDE, 
CO.    WATERFOUD. 

Mb.  WEBB  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  on  Sunday,  8th  of  June,  a 
number  of  police  constables  and  detec- 
tives (some  of  the  police  wearing  side 
arms  and  carrying  revolvers)  entered  the 
grounds  of  the  Catholic  Chapel  at 
Abbeyside, .  County  Waterford,  as  the 
usual  open  air  Corpus  Christi  procession 
was  being  carried  out,  and  remained  on 
duty  until  the  ceremonies  had  concluded ; 
that  on  the  same  occasion  two  disguised 
policemen  (one  of  them  a  Protestant 
named  Rawson)  entered  the  church  with 
the  procession  and  remained  there  until 
the  congregation  had  left ;  and  can  he 
explain  what  was  the  object  of  this  action 
towards  people  of  the  district  while 
engaged  in  celebrating  one  of  the  most 
sacred  and  impressive  ceremonies  of  their 
religion  t 

Thk  chief  SECRETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  Constabulary  Authorities  repprt 
that  four  constables  only  entered  the 
chapel  grounds  on  the  occasion  in  ques- 
tion. None  of  them  wore  side  arms  or 
carried  revolvers.  All  were  Roman 
Catholics,  and  desired  to  be  witnesses  of 
the  procession. 

CANON  KELLER. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Very 
Rev.  Canon  EoUer,  parish  priest  at 
Yonghal,  was  on  Thursday  last  pursued 
whilst  driving  through  his  parish  by 
three  policemen  on  a  car ;  and  for  what 
reason  the  rev.  gentleman  was  so  beset  f 

Mb  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Constabu- 
lary Authorities  report  that  the  rev. 
Gentleman  mentioned  is  actively  en- 
gaged in  endeavouring  to  promote  an 
illegal  conspiracy  in  connection  with 
which  he  is  associated  with  a  man  named 
Maurice  Doyle,  who  accompanied  him 
on  the  occasion  in  question.  They  were 
accordingly  followed  by  the  police,  who 
appear  to  have  acted  rightly. 

Me.  DILLON  :  Is  the  Chief  Secretary 
entitled  to  chaise  respectable  gentlemen 
in  Ireland  with  being  engaged  in  a 
criminal  conspiracy  when  no  charge  has 
been  made,  and  no  prosecution  under- 
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taken;  will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
withdraw  and  apologise  for  his  state- 
ment, or  will  he  institate  a  prosecution 
against  the  roT.  Canon  7 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir;  I  see 
no  grounds  for  withdrawing  mj  state- 
ment. I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon. 
Member  for  Blast  Mayo  is  anthorised  to 
repudiate  on  the  part  of  Canon  Keller 
any  intention  whatever  to  promote  the 
Plan  of  Campaign. 

Mb.  DILLON:  Is  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  entitled  to  charge  a  man  with 
crime,  and  then  persist  in  the  charge 
unless  the  person  repudiates  it?  Has 
any  criminal  charge  been  made  against 
Canon  Keller,  or  is  it  intended  to  pro- 
ceed against  him  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  any  evidence 
in  support  of  a  charge  is  forthcoming  no 
doubt  a  charge  will  be  brought.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  as  perfectly  aware  as 
I  am  that  there  may  be  complete  moral 
evidence — [Home  RvZe  cries  o/"  "Oh  !  " 
and  an  hon.  Member:  "Immoral"] — 
that  a  person  is  engaged  in  a  particular 
conspiracy  of  this  kind,  which  is  yet  not 
of  a  character  to  support  a  criminal  pro- 
secution. 

Me.  J.  MORLEY  (Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne)  :  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man really  take  up  the  position  that 
the  existence  of  what  he  chooses  to 
regard  as  moral  evidence  justifies  him  in 
making  these  very  serious  charges 
which  he  is  not  prepared  to  sub- 
stantiate } 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  me  a  question.  I  will 
answer  it  by  asking  him  another.  Does 
he  mean  to  say  that  I  am  precluded 
from  asserting  of  any  man  in  Ireland 
that  he  is  engaged  in  supporting  the 
Plan  of  Campaign,  unless  there  is 
evidence  for  a  prosecution  forthcoming? 

Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON  (Kerry,  W.) : 
Yes;  and  then  yon  would  choose  the 
Magistrate. 

THE  PORTUMNA  PROSECUTIONS. 

Mb.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  compensation 
the  men  are  to  get  who  were  recently 
batoned,  imprisoned,  and  prosecuted  at 
Portnmna,  as  is  now  admitted,  at  the 
instance  of  police  whose  evidence  on  oath 
the  Magistrates  refused  to  believe,  and 
Mr.  Dillon 


who  have  since  been  exposed  and  dis- 
missed from  the  Force  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  asked 
for  a  special  Report,  but  have  not  yet 
receiveid  it.  The  facts  stated  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  do  not  agree  with  the  Report 
I  received  on  a  previous  occasion.  A» 
to  the  question  of  compensation,  I  thiak 
that  the  ordinary  remedy  should  be 
resorted  to. 

Mb.  DILLON :  What  is  the  ordinary 
remedy,  the  police  having  been  exposed 
and  dismissed  from  the  Force  ! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Only  one  man 
has  been  dischai^ed. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Why  do  not  the  Government  prosecute 
these  men? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  does  not  rightly 
apprehend  the  facts  of  the  case ;  but  I 
would  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  defer 
the  question  for  the  present. 

LIOHT  RAILWAYS. 

Mb.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasuiy 
whether  the  Board  of  Works  have  re- 
ported favourably  on  an  extension  of 
the  railway  to  deep  water  at  Bantry  to 
accommodate  the  rapidly  increasing  fish- 
ing traffic  on  that  coast,  and  recom- 
mended a  grant  to  be  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  light  Railway  Act  of 
last  Session;  whether  this  railway  ex- 
tension was  also  recommended  by  tii* 
Royal  Commission  on  Irish  Public  Works- 
and  sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Jniy  at 
the  last  Spring  Assizes  held  in  Cork; 
whether  the  Cork  and  Bandon  Railway 
Company  are  prepared  to  work  the  ex- 
tension line,  and  to  contribute  a  sub- 
stential  sum  towards  the  cost  of  ita 
construction ;  and  whether,  the  neoeasaiy 
preliminary  steps  having  been  taken^ 
the  Treasury  will  now  sanction  the 
grant  and  enable  the  undertaking  to  be 
carried  out  without  further  delay  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREASURY 
(Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.):  The  state- 
ments contained  in  the  first  three  para- 
graphs are  substantially  correct  The 
distance  is  about  a  mile.  The  cost 
would  be  very  heavy,  and  it  is  thonghi 
there  are  other  works  more  urgent  than 
this. 
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MAGISTRACV-MR.  P.  M'LADGHLIN. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY, (Tyrone,  Mid): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
is  aware  that  the  Memorial  presented  to 
Colonel  Lowry,  the  Vice  Lieutenant  of 
County  Tyrone,  asking  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  P.  M'Langhlin  to  tlie  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace,  was  signed  by 
Mr.  Hamilton,  J.P.,  senior  Magistrate  for 
the  Dromore  district,  the  local  Catholic 
clergy,  the  Presbyterian  minister,  and 
the  respectable  farmers  and  merchants 
of  the  district  of  all  religions  denomina- 
tions ;  and  if  the  refusal  to  appoint  Mr. 
M'Langhlin  was  not  due  to  the  fact  that 
he  is  a  Catholic,  whether  he  will  state 
what  the  cause  is  1 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  not 
seen  the  Memorial  referred  to.  But  the 
Vice  Lieutenant  assures  me  that  the  fa-'t 
of  the  gentleman  referred  to  being  a 
Roman  Catholic  was  regarded  by  him  as 
a  strong  reason  to  appoint  him  to  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  if  possible.  No 
public  advantage  would  be  gained  by 
stating  the  reasons  which  I  understand 
led  to  the  decision  in  the  case,  which 
rested,  of  course,  wholly  in  the  discretion 
of  the  Vice  Lieutenant. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND:  Is  -the  right 
hou.  Gentleman  aware  that  with  a 
Roman  Catholic  population  in  tho  county 
of  10,000  there  are  only  four  Roman 
Catholic  Magistrates  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  know 
whether  these  statistics  are  correct.  If 
they  are  they  would  justify  the  view 
taken  by  the  Vice  Lieutenant,  that  the 
fact  of  the  gentleman  being  a  Roman 
Catholic  would  be  a  strong  reason  to  ap- 
point him. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY :  Mr.  M'Langhlin 
ia  the  most  respectable  Catholic  in  the 
district 

MR.  F.  A.  GUY,  J.P. 
Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  upon  what  greunds  the  Lord 
Chancellor  appointed  Mr.  Frederick  A. 
G'ay  to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County  Tyrone  ;  what  is  the  nature 
of  Mr.  Guy's  connection  with  the  county ; 
whether  he  has  been  long  resident  there ; 
and  whether  he  possesses  any  real  pro- 
perty in  the  district  ? 


Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  In  regard  to 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  question,  I 
must  refer  the  hon.  Gtntleman  to  a 
reply  which  I  gave  on  Friday  last.  I  do 
not  know  how  long  Mr.  Guy  has  been  a 
resident  of  the  county,  but  he  Kas  a 
residence  and  property  in  the  district. 

HELIGOUAMD. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  tf 
he  would  place  in  the  Tea  Room  an 
Admiralty  chart  of  the  sea  round  Heligo- 
land? 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing)  :  I  have  given  directions  for 
two  of  these  charts  to  be  sent  to  the 
Librarian  of  the  House  for  this  purpose. 

FOREIGN  MEN-OF-WAR  AND  BRITISH 
FORTIFIED  PORTS. 

Mb.  HANBURY  (Preston)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  ■  the  Admiralty 
whether  we  allow  the  free  entry  of 
Foreign  men-of-war  into  our  fortified 
ports,  a  practice  different  from  that  of 
other  Powers ;  and  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  propose  to  issue 
instructions  to  Naval  Commanders  or 
Colonial  Governors  with  r^;ard  to  the 
entry  into  such  ports  t)f  foreign  ships  of 
war  and  transports  carrying  troops  t 

LOED  G.  HAMILTON:  Limitations 
have,  in  certain  instances,  been  placed 
upon  the  entry  of  foreign  men-of-war 
and  transports  into  certain  specified 
ports.  The  Admiralty  are  not  in  favour 
of  a  general  or  wholesale  restriction,  as 
they  believe  such  Regulations  to  bo 
unnecessary,  and  likely,  if  made  re- 
ciprocal, to  greatly  limit  the  present 
cruising  grounds  of  Her  Majesty's 
Navy. 

WAR  OFFICE  CONTRACTS. 
Mk.  HANBURY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  what 
date  Messrs.  Ross  were  struck  off  the 
list  of  contractors  for  the  Government ; 
on  what  date  the  War  Office  issued 
a  Circular  to  the  Volunteers  strongly 
recommending  the  purohase  of  the 
Slade- Wallace  equipment ;  at  what  date 
the  War  Office  became  aware  that 
Messrs.  Ross  were  under  special  arrange- 
ments with  the  Slade- Wallace  or  Wallace 
firm  involving  a  practical  monopoly  of 
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the  supply   of  this  equipment   to  the 
whole  Volunteer  Force,  or  whether  they 
are  now  aware  of  it ;  whether,  in  fact,  a 
rery    large    proportion,   practically   the 
whole,  of  the  sets  of  this  equipment  so 
recommended  by  the  War  OflBce    have 
been  made,  and  are  still  being  made,  by 
Messrs.  Boss ;  whether  the  War  OiSce 
have    taken    any,  and   what,    steps    to 
inform  Commanding  Officers  of  Volun- 
teers that  this  firm  was  not  allowed  to 
manufacture  for  the    Army ;     and    on 
what  g^und  the  War  Office  thus  per- 
mits and  encourages  the  supply  to  the 
Volunteers  of  worlc  and  materials  which 
it  will  not  permit  to  be  supplied  to  the 
Regular  Forces  1 
•The   financial  SECRETARY  fob 
WAR    (Mr.    Brodeick,    Surrey,  Ghiild- 
ford)  :  Messrs.  Ross  were  struck  off  the 
list  of  contractors  in  March,  1888,  and 
the  fact  has  been  publicly  announced  so 
frequently  that  it  is  impossible  to  suppose 
that  Commanding  Officers  of  Volunteers 
are  ignorant  of  it.     For  the  rest,  I  will 
refer  my  hon.  Friend  to    the    answer 
given  him  on  the  8th  of  May,  and  will 
only  add  that  so  long  as  the  equipments 
purchased  by  Volunteer    corps    out  of 
their  own  funds  are  found  on  inspection 
to  pass  the  standard  required,  the  War 
Dapartment  cannot  concern  itself  as  to 
the  source  from  which  they  come. 

Me.  HANBDRY:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  not  answered  the  second  para- 
graph of  the  question. 

•Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  second  para- 
graph did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  germane 
to  the  subject.  The  War  Office  have  no 
official  information  as  to  the  arrange- 
ments between  Colonel  Wallace  and  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Ross.  The  War  Office 
have  given  and  will  give  no  orders 
to  Messrs.  Ross;  but  they  have  no 
control  over  the  places  to  which  the 
Volunteers  may  go  to  purchase  articles 
out  of  their  own  funds. 

Me.  HANBDRY :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  War  Office  recommended  the  use  of 
this   new   equipment,   and    knew    that 
Messrs.  Ross  were  the  only  people  who 
could  make  it,  and  that  the  War  Office 
issued  this  recommendation  within  a  few 
months  after  Messrs.    Ross    had  been 
struck  off  the  list  t 
•Me.  BRODRICK  :     No  ;  it  is  not  the 
fact.    The  War  Office  have  no  knowledge 
that  Messrs.  Ross  are  the  only  contrac- 
tors that  can  make  the  equipment 
Mr.  Hwnbury 


Mr.  HANBDRY:  For  the  Volunteen. 
•Me.  BRODRICK:  The  Volunteers, 
like  the  Grovemment,  can  obt&rn  the 
equipment  from  Colonel  Wallace's  fac- 
tory if  they  desire  to  do  it.  There  was  an 
interval  of  15  months  between  the 
striking  off  of  Messrs.  Roes  and  the 
issue  of  the  Circular. 

Mr.  HANBDRY:  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  I  will  raise  the  whole  ques- 
tion on  the  Vote  for  the  Volunteers. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.): 
Where  is  the  factory  of  Colond 
Wallace? 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  believe  it  is 
situated  in  Bermondsey. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  :  WUl  the  hen. 
Gkntleman  give  the  address  1 

[No  answer.] 

ELECTRIC   LIGHTING  ORDERS. 

Mb.  OCTAVIDS  V.  MORGAN 
(Battersea)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  the 
effect  of  the  provisions  which  the  Board 
have  inserted  in  Electiic  Lighting  Orders 
now  before  Parliament,  authorising  Local 
Authorities  to  transfer  their  nnder^ 
takings,  will  be  practically  to  confer 
upon  the  Board  of  Trade  powers  to 
perform  functions  heretofore  exercised 
by  Parliament,  and  also  deprive  the 
public  of  the  means  that  they  now  have 
of  resisting  any  such  transfer  by  i^pear- 
ing  before  a  Parliamentary  Committee 
where  evidence  is  taken  upon  oath  ;  and 
whether  the  Board  would  have  the  power 
to  administer  an  oath  if  the  functions  of 
Parliament  were  so  vested  in  that  De- 
partment t 

•The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.)  :  Section  11  of  the  Electric  Lighting 
Act,  1882,  provides  that— 

"  No  Local  Authority,  Companv,  or  povon 
shall  by  any  contract  or  aasignment  transfer  to 
any  other  Company  or  person,  or  divest  them- 
selves of  any  legal  fMiwera  ipren  to  them,  or 
any  legal  liabilities  imposed  on  them  by  this 
Act,  or  bv  aoy  licence,  order,  or  special  Act, 
wiUiout  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Tradn." 

The  Provisional  Orders  granted  under 
the  Act  referred  to  require  that  pubUc 
notice  of  the  proposed  transfer  shall  be 
given,  and  the  transfer  cannot  be  made 
without  the  consent  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  by  whom  the  deed  of  transfer 
must  be  approved,  and  who  will  make 
any  inquiries  that  they  may  consider 
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necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  public. 
The  Board  of  Trade  would  have  no 
power  to  administer  an  oath.  With 
regard  to  the  merits  of  the  clause,  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  the  Local  Autho- 
rities, who  are  representatives  of  the 
ratepayers,  ought  to  Be  the  best  judges 
of  their  interests  in  matters  afEecting  the 
lighting  of  the  town. 

ENGINEER  STUDENTS. 

Captain  PRICE  (Devonport):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if 
he  could  state  to  the  House  how  many 
vacancies  for  engineer  students  were 
there  last  year,  and  how  many  candi- 
dates competed  for  them ;  what  were  the 
respective  numbers  this  year ;  how  many 
candidates  qualified  in  each  case  ;  is  it  on 
account  of  a  difficulty  iu  getting  suitable 
candidates  for  studentships  that  an 
attempt  is  now  being  made  to  admit 
assistant  engineers  direct  from  the 
private  engineering  establishments ;  how 
many  vacancies  have  been  offered  with 
this  object;  and  how  many  candidates 
have  been  got  to  compete  for  them,  and 
•rith  what  result  1 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  number 
of  competitors  for  vacancies  for  engineer 
students  in  this  and  last  year  were  given 
in  answer  to  a  question  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  on  the  3rd  of 
June.  The  admission  of  assistant 
engineers  from  private  engineering  es- 
tablishments was  not  instituted  on 
account  of  any  difficulty  in  obtaining 
suitable  candidates  for  studentships,  but 
to  extend  the  area  of  competition,  and 
raise  the  status  of  the  competitors.  The 
proposal  is  to  give  about  10  nominations 
annually.  Five  candidates  competed  and 
three  qualified  at  the  recent  examination. 
This  is  the  first  year  of  outside  competi- 
tion for  direct  appointments,  and  I  have 
little  doubt  that  in  subsequent  years  the 
number  of  outside  competitors  will 
steadily  increase. 

EDOCATIONAL  GRANTS.' 
Mb.  a.  THOMAS  (Glamorgan,  E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education  what 
steps  have  been  taken  to  remove  the 
impression  created  by  the  recent  Circulars 
from  the  Science  and  Art  Department, 
"that  all  grants  from  that  Department 
will  be  withheld  in  future  from  Higher 
Grade  Advanced  Elementary  Schools"! 


•The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Hakt  Dtoe,  Kent, 
Dartford) :  I  have  already  stated  that 
this  matter  is  under  consideration,  with 
a  view  to  a  serious  modification  of  the 
Circular  in  question  ;  and,  I  may  add,  in 
order  to  remove  the  fears  of  which  the 
hon.  Member  speaks,  that  in  the  result 
no  impediment  whatever  will  be  placed 
upon  Science  Instruction  in  the  schools 
he  mentions. 

GREYSTONES  HARBOOR. 
Me.  W.  CORBET  (Wicklow,  E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, with  reference  to  a  representa- 
tion made  to  him  in  April  last  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Greystones,  to  the  effect 
that  the  harbour  recently  constructed 
there  had  silted  up,  and  is  practically 
useless,  and  to  his  statement  that 
Government  are  considering  the  matter, 
whether  any  decision  has  been  come  to ; 
and  whether  the  Treasury,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  plans  were  carried  out  in 
the  face  of  the  representations  of  the 
fishermen  and  boatowners,  will  grant 
the  sum  necessary  to  erect  a  north 
groyne,  and  dredge  the  accumulated 
shingle  out  of  the  harbour  P 

•Mr.  JACKSON:  K  the  locality  or 
the  Grand  Jury  will  contribute  a  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  cost  of  the  additional 
works  required,  I  shall  have  no  objection 
to  directing  the  Board  of  Works  to 
undertake  them. 

POLICE  PAY  AND  SUPERANNUATION. 

Me.  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  he  can 
lay  upon  the  Table  a  Memorandum 
showing  the  details  of  the  Police  Bill, 
and  in  tabular  form  the  rates  of  pay  in 
the  Metropolitan  and  City  Police,  and 
the  rates  of  superannuation  now  obtain- 
ing therein,  and  also  in  Constabulary 
Forces  in  Great  Britain,  and  those  given 
by  the  present  Bill  and  the  previous 
Bills  upon  the  question  ? 

Mr.  DILLON :  Before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answers  the  question,  I  will 
ask  him  if  he  will  include  in  the  Return 
similar  particulars  with  regard  to  the 
Irish  Constabulary  ? 

The  SECRETARY  or  STATE  foe  the 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Matthews, 
Birmingham,  E.) :  I  will  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  laying  upon  the  Table  a 
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Meinorandam,  which  1  have  had  in 
preparation,  and  which  will  exhibit  the 
banefits  conferred  upon  the  police  by  the 
Saperannnation  Bill  as  compared  with 
the  existing  system,  and  will  state  as 
many  of  the  details  mentioned  by  my 
hon.  Kriend  as  can  be  promptly  given. 
It  would  take  some  time  to  collect  the 
required  information  from  all  the  pro- 
vincial forces.  I  must  have  notice  of 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo. 

Mu.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.)  : 
Will  a  similar  Memorandum  be  drawn 
up  with  regard  to  the  Scotch  police  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  I  think  it  would 
be  impossible. 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.)  :  May  I  ask  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  supply  the 
House  with  the  Actuarial  Reports  upon 
which  the  scheme  of  the  Government  was 
based! 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  I  will  consider 
whether  the  documents  can  be  laid  upon 
the  Table  with  propriety. 

Mb.  BURDETT-COUTTS  (West- 
minster) :  When  will  the  Police  Bill  be 
proceeded  with  I 

•The  ITRST  LORD  or  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Strand, 
Westminster) :  The  Qoyemment  will 
proceed  with  the  Police  Bill  on  the 
earliest  opportunity.  They  recognise  the 
£^ve  importance  of  this  question,  and 
there  will  be  no  delay  on  their  side. 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby) :  Will 
the  right  hon.  G^entleman  name  a  day  ? 
Does  the  earliest  opportunity  mean  after 
the  Local  Taxation  Bill  has  been  disposed 
of,  or  does  it  mean  immediately  t  It  is 
▼ery  important  that  a  day  should  be 
named.     Why  not  next  Thursday  t 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  am  not  able 
to  name  a  day,  but  I  hope  to  do  so  on 
Thursday. 

Mb.  LABODOHERE  (Northampton) : 
If  the  Bill  passes  the  Second  Reading, 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intend  to 
refer  it  to  a  Committee  ? 

•Me.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  !  That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question. 

THE    PROCLAMATION    OB     THE 

NORTHAMPTON  MEETING. 

Mb.  LABOIJCHERE  :    I  beg  to  ask 

the  Secretary   of  State   for  the   Home 

Department   whether  his  attention  has 

been  called  to  the  fact  that  a  meeting, 

Mr.  Matthews 


intended  to  be  held  in  the  market  place 
of  Northampton,  on  22nd  June,  by  the 
opponents  of  the  Local  Taxation  Bill,  was 
forbidden  by  the  Borough  Magistrates  to 
be  held  at  that  place ;  whether  Magis- 
trates of  a  Borough  have  a  right  to 
forbid  public  meetings  in  the  market 
place  of  the  Borough  to  protest  against 
Bills  before  this  House ;  and  wheth» 
persons  attending  a  meeting  forbidden 
by  them  incur  any  legal  penalties ;  if  so, 
of  what  kind  7  I  may  perhaps  be  allowed 
to  read  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  which 
I  have  here.     It  runs  thus — 

"  BOROUGH  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 

PUBUC  NOnCE  ISSUED  BT  OBDEB   OP  THE 

UAOISTBATES. 

From  Representationa  and  Information  laid 
before  the  Boroagh  Magiatratea  Ihia  day,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  holding  of  the  Pnbfie 
Demonstration  and  Diacaaaion  to  be  held  on  the 
Market  Square  to-morrow  (Sunday)  evening, 
at  Eight  o'clock,  ia  ualcolated  to  provoke  Du- 
order  and  a  Breach  of  the  Peace,  and  do 
Prohibit  the  Holding  of  soch  Demonstration 
and  Diacuaaion  at  the  Plare  named,  and  Declare 
the  aame  an  unlawful  assembly.  And  they 
watn  all  persons  who  hold,  ur  attempt  to,  or 
take  part  in  the  same,  after  the  Publication  of 
this  prohibition,  that  they  are  liable  to  im- 
priaonment  for  so  doing.— June  21st,  1990." 

•Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton): 
May  I  ask  whether  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been  drawn  to 
the  case  of  "Beatty  and  Gillbank,'  in 
which  the  Queen's  Bench  held  that  a 
declaration  such  as  the  Northampton 
Magistrates  have  issued  was  illegal,  and 
that  Magistrates  have  no  authority  to 
declare  an  assembly  unlawful  on  the 
mere  ground  that  there  are  persons 
opposed  to  its  object  who  jnight  be 
disorderly  ? 

Mb.  C.  R.  spencer  (Northanta, 
Mid) :  May  I  ask  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  can  tell  from  whom  the 
Magistrates  obtained  the  extraordinaiy 
information  that  the  demonstration  was 
likely  to  provoke  disorder! 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  sorry  to  say 
I  cannot  answer  the  last  question  pat  to 
me,  I  am  informed  by  the  Magistrates 
that  they  prohibited  the  meeting  in  the 
Market  Square  on  the  ground  that  a 
broach  of  the  peace  and  disorder  were 
anticipated,  at  the  same  time  offering 
the  racecourse  as  a  place  of  meeting. 
The  second  and  third  paragraphs  of  the 
question  of  the  senior  Member  for 
Northampton    raise    questions    of    law 
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which,  cannot  be  exhaustively  dealt  with 
in  the  compass  of  an  answer.  I  am 
advised  that  a  prohibition  of  a  meeting 
hj  Magistrates  operates  only  as  a  warn- 
ing that  a  particnlar  meeting  is  likely 
to  become  an  nnlawfnl  assembly,  and 
does  not  of  itself  involve  legal  penalties, 
which  will,  however,  be  incurred  if  the 
meeting  proves  in  fact  to  be  an  unlawful 
assembly. 

Me.  LABOUCHERE:  The  matter 
being  of  such  grave  importance  I  shall 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  calling 
further  attention  to  it. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Is  the  law  the 
same  for  the  three  countries  1 

Me.  MATTHEWS :  1  believe  there  is 
no  difference  in  the  law. 

H.M.S.  £OERIA. 

Sib  T.  ESMONDB  (Dublin  Co., 
S.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  IMrst  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  what  was  the  offence  for 
which  a  petty  officer  and  a  seaman  of 
H.M.S.  Hgeria  were  recently  condemned, 
the  one  to  penal  servitude  tor  five  years 
and  the  other  to  two  years'  hard  labour ; 
whether  the  statements  appearing  in 
the  Sydney  newspapers  as  to  the  com- 
position of  the  court  martial  which  sen- 
tenced them,  and  as  to  the  violations  of 
the  rules  of  evidence  during  their  trial, 
have  any  foundation  ;  and  where  these 
men  are  at  present  confined  ] 

LOED  G.  HAMILTON:  One  petty 
officer  and  one  seaman  of  the  Egeria 
were  tried  for  attempting  to  make  a 
lautinous  assembly  and  for  wilful 
disobedience  to  orders,  and  were  sen- 
tenced respectively  to  five  years'  penal 
servitude  and  two  years'  imprisonment. 
Five  other  seamen  were  tried  for 
disobedience,  and  sentenced  to  punish- 
ments varying  from  one  year  to  six 
months'  imprisonment.  The  Reports  of 
these  courts  martial  are  now  under  con- 
sideration at  the  Admiralty.  I  have  not 
seen  any  of  the  Anstralian  newspapers 
referred  to  ;  but  the  courts  martial  are 
legally  constituted,  and  if  there  is  any 
reflection  on  the  composition  of  the 
courts  such  reflection  is  not  justifiable. 
The  men  are  on  their  way  home. 

SAMOA^. 
SiB  T.   ESMONDE:    I    beg    to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary   of  State  for  the 
Colonies  when  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 


ment expect  the  Samoan  Treafy  to  b& 
put  in  force,  and  what  the  obstacles  ar& 
to  its  being  enforced  at  once  t 

•Sib  J.  FERQUSSON :  I  may  perhaps 
be  allowed  to  answer  this  question.  Tha 
Samoan  Treaty  is  understood  to  be  in 
force,  but  all  the  local  arrangements  can- 
not be  immediately  carried  out.  The 
taxes  and  dues  authorised  by  the  Conven- 
tion are  being  collected.  The  Courts  of 
Justice  and  of  the  Land  Commission  are 
not  yet  constituted,  nor  has  the  President 
of  the  Apia  Municipal  Council  been 
appointed;  but  steps  .are  being  taken 
to  this  end,  and  other  matters  are  in 
progress. 

RAILWAY  BATES". 
Mb.  T.  ROBmSON  (Gloucester): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  th& 
Board  of  Trade  whether  the  Com- 
mission appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
classification  of  goods  and  the  fixing  of 
rates  of  carriage  under  the  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act  of  1888  have  reported 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  the  result  of  their 
inquiry ;  whether  he  is  aware  that-  the' 
merchants  and  traders  of  this  country 
are  very  desirous  of  having  these  im- 
portant matters  settled  promptly ;  and 
whether  he  will  be  in  a  position  to  bring 
this  question  before  the  House  of 
Commons  in  time  to  be  dealt  with  thift 
Session  ? 
•Sib  M.  mCKS  BEACH:  I  fully 
appreciate  the  desire  of  the  merchant* 
and  traders  of  this  country  that  effeci 
should  be  gfiven  as  speedily  as  possible 
to  the  provisions  of  Section  24  of  the 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888  ; 
but  I  must  remind  the  hon.  Member  that 
Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  and  Mr.  Boyle 
sat  for  84  days ;  that  no  less  than  178 
witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  traders  were 
examined  before  them;  and  that  their 
inquiry  was  only  concluded  on  the  21st 
of  May.  I  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to 
present  a  Report  to  Parliament  befor* 
the  end  of  July.  But,  unless  the  recom- 
mendations which  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  make  prove 
acceptable  to  both  sides,  I  can  hardly 
anticipate  that  it  will  be  possible  to 
legislate  this  Session. 

POLICE  CLOTHIKG. 
Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :   I  beg  to  ask  the   Secretary   of 
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State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
one  of  the  grounds  of  difference  between 
Mr.  Monro  and  the  Home  OfiBce  related 
to  the  contract  for  the  clothing  of  the 
police ;  whether  this  contract  was 
entered  into  bj  the  Home  Office  against 
the  recommendations  of  the  Receiver; 
whether  thronghoat  the  greater  p.irt  of 
•1889  the  complaints  of  the  responsible 
officers  as  to  the  clothing  supplied  were 
frequent;  and  whether  in  October,  1889, 
Mr.  Monro  disclaimed  responsibility  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  contract  which  he 
considered  "injurious  to  the  interests 
and  efficiency  of  the  Force?" 

•Me.  MATTHEWS  :  The  facts  relating 
to  the  clothing  contract  are  as  follows. 
In  September,  1888,  a  contract  for 
clothing  was  entered  into  with  a  new 
firm  of  contractors  (Hammond  and  Co.), 
who  made  the  lowest  tender.  This  was 
done  with  the  concurrence  of  the  then 
Commissioner,  who  pointed  out  that  the 
new  contract  would  effect  a  considerable 
saving ;  but  the  Beceirer  recommended 
that  the  clothing  of  half  the  Force  should 
be  given  to  the  new  contractors,  and  of 
the  other  half  to  the  old  contractoi-s 
{Compton  and  Co.),  whose  tender  was 
higher.  The  Commissioner  complained 
more  than  once,  and  with  good  ground, 
of  the  clothing  supplied,  and  generally 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  contract 
was  performed.  The  Epcceiver  endea- 
voured, by  the  enforcement  of  penalties 
and  otherwise,  to  obtain  a  better  per- 
formance of  the  contract.  The  terms  of 
this  contract  were,  inreality,  toonnfavour- 
able  to  the  contractors.  The  Commis- 
sioner renewed  his  complaints  in  October, 
1889,  to  the  effect  stated  in  the  question. 
After  consultation  with  the  Receiver,  I 
decided  not  to  terminate  the  contract 
then.  At  a  later  period,  in  May,  1890, 
on  fresh  complaint  by  the  Commissioner, 
and  after  consultation  with  both  Receiver 
and  Commissioner,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  would  be  for  the  interest 
and  convenience  of  the  Force  that  the 
current  issue  of  clothing  should  be 
completed  by  the  contractors,  as  any 
new  contractor  has  at  first  much  to  learn 
and  many  difficulties  in  executing  the 
work  ;  but  that  as  soon  as  that  was  com- 
pleted the  contractors  should  be  relieved 
of  their  contract,  and  that  course  was 
followed  with  the  assent  of  the  Commis- 
sioner. 

Mr.  Pickerstfill 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  METUOPOLITAN 

POUCE. 
Mk.  PICKEBSGILL  :  I  beg  toaak  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  Mr.  Monro  suggested  that 
by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Howard  as 
Assistant  Commissioner  of  Police  it 
would  be  possible  to  abolish  another 
office  existing  in  the  Force ;  and,  if  so,  is 
it  intended  to  act  upon  this  sugges- 
tion? 

•Me.  MATTHEWS :  Yes,  Sir ;  the  lafe 
Commissioner  did  make  such  a  suggestion. 
The  matter  is  still  under  consideration, 
and  I  am  not  at  present  in  a  position  to 
say  whether  the  suggestion  will  be 
acted  on. 

Mjc  PICEEBSGILL  :  Was  the  office 
that  of  one  of  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners 1 

•Mb.  MATTHEWS :  No,  Sir. 

CONSTABLE  JARVIS. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment on  what  business  was  Constable 
Jarvis  in  New  York  ;  and  how  long  was 
he  away  from  London  t 

•Me.  MATTHEWS  :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Police 
that  Jarvis  went  to  New  York  in 
November,  1888.  His  business  was 
the  extradition  of  Thomas  Barton,  whom 
he  brought  back  to  this  country  on  the 
9th  of  April,  1889,  and  who  was  after- 
wards convicted  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  of  forging  transfers  of  Londou 
and  North-Westem  Bail?vay  Stock. 

Me.  T.  M.  HBALY  :  How  was  it  it 
took  Jarvis  four  months  to  do  this  f 

•Me.  MATTHEWS:  I  have  given  tiie 
hon.  Member  all  the  information  I  have. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  will  renew  the 
question. 

SHADOWINO  IN   IRELAND. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  b^  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
persons  "shadowed"  and  the  number 
"  watched  "  in  Ireland  for  each  or  any  of 
the  three  weeks  ending  21st  June  t 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  not 
aware  whether  this  would  be  practicable, 
and  must  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  defer 
the  question. 
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LICENCES  IN  IRELAND. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieatenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  now  state  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Goyemment  as  to  the  sus- 
pension of  licences  in  Ireland,  i.e., 
whether  by  the  Government  Licensing 
Bill  or  by  a  separate  measnre  % 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALPOUR :  I  have  consulted 
with  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  President 
c^  the  Local  Government  Board  as  to 
whether  the  saspension  of  licences  in 
Ireland  should  be  carried  ont  by  the 
Ch>yernment  BUI  or  by  a  separate 
measure  ;  and  we  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  deal  with  it  by  Amendments  which 
proceed  by  reference  to  the  English 
clauses,  and  it  would  be  more  convenient 
to  deal  with  that  part  of  the  question,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  Ireland,  by  a  separate 
measure. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Do  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  introduce  a  separatee 
measure ) 

Me.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  a 
measure  which  has  passed  the  Second 
Beading,  and  which  might  fittingly  form 
the  basis  of  a  method  of  dealing  with 
the  question. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  If  I  endeavour  to 
make  progress  with  the  Bill,  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  make  arrange- 
ments with  his  supporters  not  to  block  it  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  most  con- 
venient course  would  be  that,  as  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
deals  with  part  of  the  general  question, 
it  should  proceed  pa/ri  passu  with  thait 
of  the  Goyemment. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  If  I  endeavour 
to  put  it  down  to-night  for  an  early  day, 
wiU  the  right  hon.  G«ntloman  assist  me 
to  make  progress  t  As  the  Government 
have  got  one  clause  of  their  Bill,  will 
they  allow  me  to  take  one  clause  of  my 
Bill? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  shall  be  glad 
to  help  the  hon.  Member  as  far  as  I  can. 

POSTMEN'S  GRIEVANCES. 
Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  if  he  will  state  the  number  of 
telegraph  messengers  employed  in  Lon- 
don, the  scale  of  wages  paid,  the  rates 
paid  for  overtime  and  Sunday   work; 
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whether  overtime  is  compulsory  upon 
them;  and  what  proportion  of  those 
willing  and  qualified  to  become  postmen 
are  appointed  1 
•The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikgs,  Cambridge  University) :  To  the 
hon.  Member's  four  questions  the  answers 
are  as  follows :  Ist.  2,430 ;  2nd.  7s.,  rising 
by  1  s.  a  week  annually  tolls.;  3rd.  I  have- 
not  had  time  to  ascertain  the  particnlar» 
of  overtime  work  and  Sunday  work  p 
4th.  It  has  been  for  many  years  the 
practice  to  promote  those  telegraph 
messengers  who  are  willing  and  quali- 
fied to  vacancies  in  the  postmen's  force 
as  opportunity  offers. 


MEEl'INGS  OF  POST  OFFICE 
OFFICIAL?. 
Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the- 
Postmaster  General  whether  the  Rule- 
which  has  now  been  superseded,  prohi- 
biting postmen  from  attending  meeting^ 
outside  the  Post  Office  buildings,  ap- 
plied to  meetings  held  to  discuss  ques- 
tions connected  with  their  "duties  or 
pay ; "  whether  in  the  Notice  recently 
issued  by  the  Postmaster  General  for  tho 
regulation  or  abolition  of  meetings,  the 
term  "  official  questions  "  is  used ;  anj 
whether  a  postmen  who  attends  a 
meeting  in  order  to  call  attention  to  hi» 
low  wages,  will  be  liable  to  be  punished^ 
for  discussing  official  questions  ? 

*Mb.  RAISES:  There  has  been  no 
variation  of  terms,  as  the  hon.  Member's- 
inquiry  would  seem  to  imply.  "  Official 
questions"  was  the  term  employed  in 
Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley's  Notice  of 
March,  1866  ;  and  the  same  term  is  em- 
ployed in  the  Notice  issued  by  myself. 
As  I  have  had  occasion  to  point  out 
more  than  onoe,  postmen  are  no  longer 
forbidden,  as  they  were  until  a  few 
months  ago,  to  hold  meetings  outside  the 
Post  Office  buildings  for  the  discussioD 
of  their  rates  of  pay  or  any  other 
official  question.  All  that  is  required  of 
them  is  that  in  connection  with  suck 
meetings  they  shall  comply  with  the 
necessary  Regulations. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  how  many  boys,  and 
of  what  age,  are  being  employed  at  the 
Western  District  Office  delivering  letters 
in  place  of  men  suspended  for  attending- 
their  Union  meetings  ? 

•Mb.  RAIKES:  Six  boys.  Five  are 
18  years  of  age,  and  one  is  19. 
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THE  MUXSTER  F0SIUER8. 

Mb.  O'KEEFFE  (Limerick  City) :  I 
l)eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
disturbance  which  occurred  on  Thursday 
last  among  the  men  of  the  5th  Battalion 
Munster  Fusiliers  at  Limerick ;  whether 
these  men  (Militia)  are  contrary  to  usage 
'Compelled  to  lie  under  cauTas,  and  that 
owing  to  rain  wad  defective  arrange- 
ments their  bedclothes,  <tcc.,  have  been 
wet,  and  there  is  danger  of  sickness 
«nsulng ;  and  whether  a  sum  of  2s.  .5d. 
per  week  has  been  taken  off  the  men's 
pay,  and,  as  universal  dissatisfaction  has 
been  excited,  whether  steps  be  taken  to 
improve  their  condition,  and  revert  to 
the  original  position  of  the  Force  ? 

Mr.  BEODBICK:  A  fnU  Report  from 
the  General  Officer  commanding  is  ex- 
pected. Meanwhile,  I  can  only  state  on 
the  authority  of  the  Adjutant  that  the 
newspaper  account  is  much  exaggerated. 

THE  CONSOLIDATION  OP  POLICE 
OEDERS. 

Me.  PICKERSGILL  :  I  beg  to  aek 
the  .Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  what  is  the  present  stage  in 
the  consolidation  of  the  Police  Orders, 
and  when  is  it  probable  that  they 
vriU  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Home 
Office? 

Mb.  BURDBTT-COUTTS  :  I  desire  to 
ask  whether  it  is  the  case  that  Sir  Charles 
Warren  declined  to  submit  these  Con- 
solidated Orders  to  the  Home  Secretary  ; 
whether  Mr.  Monro  took  a  different 
view,  and  nearly  a  year  ago  submitted 
them  to  the  Home  Secretary  ;  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to 
submit  them  to  a  committee  of  three 
clerks,  one  of  whom  was  a  clerk  in 
Mr.  Monro's  office ;  and  whether  Mr. 
Monro  objected  to  have  his  own  orders 
submitted  to  one  of  his  own  clerks  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  better  give  Notice  of 
this  question.  The  answer  to  the  first 
question  is :  A  set  of  Consolidated  Police 
Orders,  prepared  by  a  Board  of  Police 
Officers  and  extending  to  some  600  pages, 
is  now  being  examined  by  a  member  of 
the  Bar  with  a  view  to  settling  the 
language  of  the  Orders  in  consonance 
with  the  law.  He  has  not  yet  com- 
pleted his  task,  and,  as  it  is  likely  that 
questions  may  arise  for  my  considera- 


tion, I  cannot  at  present  fix  a  date  when 
my  formal  sanction  will  be  given. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  How  long  has 
the  draft  of  these  Consolidated  Orders 
been  at  the  Home  Office  ;  and  has  not  the 
gravest  inconvenience  been  caused  by  the 
detention  of  them  t 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  No,  Sir.  These 
Consolidated  Orders  have  been,  issued 
from  time  to  time,  not  simultaneously. 
The  work  of  consolidation  began  a  con- 
siderable time  beck ;  it  began  in  Sir  C. 
Warren's  time,  and  it  has  been  con- 
tinued ever  since.  When  Sir  C-  Warren 
loft,  the  Orders  formed  an  enormous 
accumulation,  and  some  of  them  stmck 
ine  as  not  being  in  consonance  with  the 
law. 

(HJNVERSION  OF  THE  EGYPTIAN 

DEBT. 
Mb.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney):  I  beg  to  ask  tiie 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  it  is  true  that  France 
declines  to  discuss  any  proposals  for  the 
application  of  the  economies  resulting 
from  the  conversion  of  the  Egyptian 
Debt ;  and  whether  the  money  so  saved 
will  be  employed  in  paying  the  eorv^  in 
spite  of  France's  refusal,  or  ear-marked 
until  her  sanction  is  obtained  t 

•Sir  J.  FERGDSSON:  The  French 
Government  have  postponed  the  discus- 
sion, but  we  understand  that  they  will 
shortly  be  prepared  to  resume  it.  It  is 
not  likely  that  any  arrangements  will  be 
made  until  the  matter  has  been  furth^ 
discussed  with  the  Powers. 

BELFAST  POST  OFFICE. 
Me.  sexton  (Belfest.  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  General  whetiier 
seven  members  of  the  first-class  of  clerks 
in  the  Telegraph  Department  of  the 
Belfast  Post  Office  hold  the  additional 
appointment  of  provincial  clerks  in 
charge ;  whether  five  of  these  had  this 
appointment  bestowed  upon  them  in 
recognition  of  long  service  and  in  con%- 
qnenoe  of  their  having  beeuj  at  the  time 
at  which  it  was  conferred,  superseded  in 
promotion  to  the  first-class  ;  if  so,  upon 
what  grounds  were  they  permitted  to 
retain  this  appointment  subsequently, 
on  receiving  promotion  to  the  first-class  ; 
whether  the  discharge  of  the  duties  isoir 
dent  to  that  of  provincial  clerks  in 
charge  obliges  the  holders  of  tiie  position 
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to  be  ab83nt  for  long  perio<1s  from 
Belfast ;  and,  if  so,  have  their  duties 
during  their  absence  to  be  discharged 
by  members  of  the  second-class  without 
any  extra  remuneration,  and  does  their 
absence  also  cause  present  members  of 
the  first-class,  who  are  not  provincial 
clerks  in  charge,  to  be  more  frequently 
employed  upon  night  duty ;  and,  if  this 
be  so,  whether  he  will  constitute  the 
present  holders  of  the  position  of  pro- 
vincial clerks  in  charge  supernumeraries 
upon  the  staff  of  the  Belfast  Post  Office, 
and  promote  an  equivalent  number  of 
the  second-class  to  be  members  of  the 
first-class,  so  that  members  of  this 
class  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  under- 
take responsible  first-olaes  duties  with- 
out the  emoluments  appertaining  to  the 
position  ? 

•Mb.  RAIKES:  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member,  I  have  to  state  that  although 
the  case  is  not  quite  as  stated  in  the 
question — inasmuch  as  the  number  of 
first  class  clerks  at  Belfast  who  act  as 
provincial  clerks  in  charge  is  six  and 
not  seven,  and  their  appointments  were 
not  given  for  the  reasons  assigned — the 
aggregate  absence  of  these  officers  from 
Belfast  has  been  unduly  large,  and  I  am 
considering  whether  similar  appoint- 
ments should  not  be  made  at  other 
offices  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  so  as  to 
relieve  the  pressure  '  at  Belfast.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Post  Office  in  Ireland 
has  the  matter  ra  hand,  and  will  g^ve  it 
his  early  attention. 

POSTAL     IRREGULARITIES     AT 
TWINEUAM. 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  considerable  delay  and  irregularity 
occurs  in  the  postal  delivery  at  Twine - 
ham,  near  Gnckfield,'and  that  on  Thurs- 
day the  morning  letters  were  delivered 
at  Twineham  Court  about  noon  by  two 
little  boys;  and  whether  he  will  take 
steps  to  remedy  this  irregularity  of  the 
Postal  Service? 

*Mb.  BAIKES:  I  regret  to  find  that 
there  has  been  such  irregularity  in  the 
Postal  Service  to  Twineham  as  the  hon. 
Member  indicates,  and  I  have  taken  steps 
which,  I  hope,  will  remove  all  cause  for 
complaint  in  this  respect. 
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Me.  DALTON  (Donegal,  W.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  proceedings  at 
Falcarragh  Petty  Sessions,  on  Tuesday 
the  17th,  in  which  a  man  named  Peter 
M'Ginley  was  charged  by  a  bailiff  on  the 
Olphert  Estate  named  Conaghan  with 
assault,  and  in  which,  on  a  cross 
summons,  Conaghan  was  chuged  by 
M'Ginley  with  assault  and  with  having 
presented  a  revolver  at  him  and  threat- 
ened to  shoot  him,  and  to  the  decision 
of  the  Court,  consisting  of  two  Resident 
Magistrates,  that,  though  Conaghan's 
conduct  was  reprehensible  in  this  case 
and  generally  in  going  about  the  country 
with  a  revolver  and  threatening  to  shoot 
people,  M'Ginley  should  be  imprisoned 
for  a  fortnight  and  then  be  held  to  bail 
to  keep  the  peace  for  12  months,  while 
Conaghan  should  be  held  to  bail  merely  ; 
whether  he  will  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Lord  lieutenant  to  this  decision  with 
a  view  to  the  remission  of  at  least  the 
latter  part  of  the  sentence  inflicted  on 
M'Ginley,  who  would  appear  to  have 
acted  only  in  self  defence  against  a 
murderous  attack  on  his  life;  whether 
the  baiUff  Conaghan  was  given  a  licence 
to  carry  firearms ;  and,  if  so,  by  whom, 
and  whether  his  licence  will  now  be 
withdrawn ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  this  is  the  third  instance  vrithin 
a  recent  period  of  human  life  being 
threatened  in  the  Falcarragh  district  by 
persons  licensed  to  carry  firearms,  a 
revision  of -the  list  of  persons  so  licensed 
will  be  ordered  with  a  view  to  the 
removal  from  it  of  the  names  of  all 
persons  who  have  abused  the  privilege 
conferred  upon  them,  or  who  have  not 
furnished  satis&ctoiy  guarantees  that 
they  will  use  the  privilege  with  discre- 
tion? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  lam  informed 
that  M'Ginley  was  charged  at  Falcar- 
ragh Petty  Sessions  with  a  serious 
assault  upon  Conaghan,  who  is  ^ 
bailiff,  by  striking  him  with  some 
weapon  upon  the  head.  The  evidence 
(for  the  defence)  put  forward  by 
M'Ginley,  as  to  whether  the  revolver 
was  produced  before  or  after  the  assault 
was  committed,  was,  it  is  stated,  very 
conflicting.  It  appears,  however,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,   the  revolver    was  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1795 


Heligoland. 


{COMMONS} 


Heligoland. 


1796 


loaded.  The  Magistrates  made  snch 
orders  as  they  considered  the  merits  of 
the  respective  cases  required.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  anything  in  the 
decision  calling  for  the  exercise  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  prerogative  of 
mercy.  Gonaghan  has  a  licence  to  carry 
arms  for  his  personal  protection,  which 
was  issued  by  the  licensing  officer  of  the 
district.  The  Magistrates  do  not  appear 
to  have  made  any  representation  that 
the  licence  should  be  withdrawn.  I  will 
have  their  opinion  asked.  No  complaints 
appear  to  have  been  r^peived  about  the 
improper  use  of  firearms  except  in  one 
case,  and  in  that  the  Grand  Jury  decided 
that  the  revolver  was  accidentally  dis- 
charged. 

STRADBALLT  POST  OFFICE. 
Mb.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  if 
he  has  received  a  Memorial  from  the 
people  of  Stradbally  and  district.  County 
Waterford,  asking  that  n  Miss  Finn 
should  ba  appointed  postmistress  at 
Stradbally ;  whether  it  is  the  practice 
of  his  Department  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
localities  in  the  appointment  of  postal 
officials  where  consistent  with  efficiency ; 
and  whether  he  intends  meeting  the 
wishes  of  this  locality  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  lady  named  ? 

•Mb.  RAIKES:  I  have  received  the 
Memorial  referred  to.  The  practice  of 
the  Department  in  such  cases  is  to  select 
the  candidate  who  is  considered  in  all 
respects  to  be  the  most  s\;iitable  both  in 
the  iuterests  of  the  public  and  of  the 
Post  Office.  In  the  present  instance,  I 
can  only  assure  the  hon.  Member  that 
Miss  Finn's  claims  and  qualifications  shall 
be  fully  considered  in  connection  with 
those  of  the  other  candidates  for  the 
appointment  in  question. 

Sir  (J.  KAr-SHQTTLE  WORTH  (Lan- 
cashire, Clitheroe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  considered 
the  Third  Report  of  this  Session  of  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  upon  the 
new  arrangement  of  the  Estimates, 
reducing  the  number  of  the  Votes ;  and 
whether  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committse  are  accepted  by  the  Treasury, 
and  will  be  adopted  in  framing  next 
year's  Estimates? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :   The  Treasury   has 
considered   the    Third    Raport    of    the 
J/j".  A.  J.  Balfour 


Public  Accounts  Committee,  And  has 
decided  to  accept  its  recommendations, 
and  adopt  them  in  framing  n3xt  year's 
Estimates. 

UUP  OF  AFRICA. 

Mr.  W.  ISAACSON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  consent  to 
issue  a  map  of  Africa  showing  the  por- 
tions conceded  to  Germany,  the  water 
communications,  also  the  heights  of  land, 
as  far  as  is  known  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  There  is  a  map 
in  the  Tea  Room  which  gives  all  the  in- 
formation required  except  the  height  of 
the  mountains,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
is  very  important. 

HELIGOLAND. 
Mb.  summers  (Huddersfield) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  agreeably  to  the  precedent  set 
in  the  case  of  the  cession  of  the  Ionian 
Islands  to  Greece,  the  Government  will 
undertake  to  despatch  a  Commissioner 
to  Heligoland  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting 
the  opinion  of  its  inhabitants  with  regard 
to  the  proposed  cession  of  the  Island  to 
Germany  1 

•Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Her  Majesty's 
Government  do  not  think  this  necessary ; 
they  are  well  informed  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  inhabitants. 

Mb.  SUMMERS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
will  undertake  that  the  proposed  Anglo- 
German  Agreement  shall  not  be  signed 
by  the  British  Plenipotantiary  until 
Parliament  has  had  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  its  opinion  on  the  Bill  for  the 
cession  of  Heligoland  ;  and  also  whether 
the  proposed  Anglo-German  Agreement 
will  contain  a  clause  providing  that  the 
portion  of  the  Agreement  which  relates 
to  the  cession  of  Heligoland  shall  not 
take  effect  until  it  has  been  ratified  by 
the  parsing  into  law  by  the  British 
Parliament  of  a  Bill  authorising  the 
cession  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  No  such  clause  i* 
necessary,  for  the  Agreement  will  only 
provide  that  a  Bill  shall  be  introduced  to 
enable  Her  Majesty  to  make  the  cession. 

•Mb.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  B.): 
I  desire  to  ask  whether  the  Prime 
Minister,  in  a  recent  speech,  declared 
that  Parliament  and  public  opinion  ought 
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^  be  consulted  before  any  surrender  of 
territory  took  place  ? 

•Mb.  W.H.  SMITH:  I  do  not  know 
-what  the  Prime  Minister  said  on  that 
-occasion  ;  but  if  a  question  is  put  on  the 
Paper,  I  will  communicate  with  the 
jioble  Lord. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian)  :  Do  the  GoTemment  in- 
tand  to  lay  on  the  Table  any  Papers 
whatever  relating  to  Heligoland  ? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Certainly,  Sir; 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT:  Is  it  intended 
ihat  the  island  shall  be  fortified  by  the 
HermauB  as  soon  as  they  get  possession 
of  itf 

•Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  provision  of  that  kind  in  the 
Treaty. 

HIGH  UCENCE. 
Mb.  SUMMEBS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
"First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
adopt  the  principle  of  High  Licence,  as 
ombodied  in  the  Amendment  of  the 
risrht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bradford? 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  The  question  is 
one  which  should  be  considered  by  the 
House  when  any  general  measure  dealing 
with  licensing  is  under  review. 

POSTAL  COUNTERMEN. 
Mb.  GRKMER  (Shoreditoh,  Haggers- 
ton) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  he  has  received  a 
Petition  from  the  countermen  of  the 
Metropolitan  Postal  Districts  which  was 
transmitted  to  him  through  the  Post- 
master of  the  West  Central  District  on 
the  13th  of  last  month,  asking  him  to 
favour  a  committee  of  their  class  with 
an  interview ;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
he  recently  granted  a  similar  application 
to  the  telegraphists  and  sorters,  he  will 
accede  to  the  request  of  the  counter-, 
men? 
•Mb.  RAIKES:  In  reply  to  the  hon 
Member,  I  have  to  state  that  I  decided 
upon  a  Memorial  from  the  countermen 
in  October  last,  and  hardly  had  I  done  so 
when  they  put  in  a  further  Memorial, 
and  upon  this  I  decided  in  February 
last.  Notwithstanding  this  double  de- 
cision, they  have  sought,  in  a  Memorial 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  to  re- 
open the  question  by  a  request  for  an 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    [thied  series.] 


interview.  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to 
consult  my  official  advisers  whether  I 
should  grant  an  interview.  I  am  always 
pleased  to  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing questions  affecting  any  class  of 
my  officers  with  them.  But  the  demands 
on  my  time  are  so  great  that  I  am  not 
always  able  to  afford  myself  this 
pleasure. 

AXBRIDQE  RURAL  SANITARY 
AUTHORITY. 
Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Groremment  Board  if  the 
Azbridge  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 
have  secured  a  Provisional  Order  to 
enable  them  to  acquire  certain  land 
under  the  Compulsory  Clauses  of  "The 
Allotments  Act,  1887;"  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  can  state  the  cost  to  the 
Sanitary  Authority  of  obtaining  such 
Provisional  Order  t 
*Thb  PRESIDENT  or  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  RrroHiB, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  (George's) :  The  cost 
to  the  Azbridge  Rural  Sanitary  Au- 
thority of  obtaining  the  Provisional  Order 
referred  to  was  £6  14s.  Od.  This  amount 
includes  a  charge  of  j£4  14s.  Od.  in  respect 
of  a  journey  to  London  for  the  purpose 
of  depositing  the  Petition  and  docu- 
ments with  the  Local  Gk>vernment  Board, 
which  at  present  it  appears  to  me  might 
have  been  avoided.  Apart  from  tiiis 
charge,  the  expense  incurred  by  the 
Authority  was  £2  Os.  Od. 

THE  ANGLO-GERMAN  AGREEMENT. 
Mb.  JENNINGS  (Stockport)  :  In  the 
absence  of  the  hon.  Member  fur  the 
Peckham  Division  of  CamberwoU  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  exemption 
from  transit  dues  granted  by  the  Anglo- 
German  Agreement  to  the  goods  of 
England  and  Germany  between  Nyassa 
and  the  Congo  State,  and  between  the 
northern  end  of  Lake  Tanganyika  and 
the  British  sphere  of  influence,  would 
extend,  under  the  Most  Favoured 
Nation  Clauses,  to  the  goods  of  other 
nations  t 

•Sib  J.  FERGUSSON :  I  do  not  find  in 
the  Agreement  between  Germany  and 
Portugal  any  parallel  of  latitude  named, 
but  the  geographical  description  of  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  German  sphere 
of  influence  would  nearly  correspond 
3  S 
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with  the  11th  degree  of  south  latitude. 
Should  anj  questions  arise  south  of  the 
line  mentioned  in  the  Despatch,  they 
would  arise  either  with  the  Congo  State 
or  with  the  Portuguese. 


POLICE  SHADOWING  IN  IRELAND. 
Mr.  W.  REDMOND :  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
a  letter  which  appears  in  the  Fall  Mall 
Gazette  this  evening  from  a  New  Zealand 
lady,  in  which  the  writer  says>— 

"  I  find  some  of  the  oustoms  of  tbia  ooantry 
yety  strange.  I  am  here  on  a  visit  from  New 
Zealand,  and  I  am  not  two  days  in  town  till  the 
police  have  heen  making  inquiries  about  me 
even  in  such  a  pnblic  place  as  a  bank,  as  if  I 
were  an  escaped  convict  or  suspected  of  felony. 
Why  should  I  or  any  lady  be  subjected  to  such 
an  indignity  ?  Need  I  say  I  am  a  Protestant : 
.  and  while  my  politics  should  not  deprive  me  of 
the  liberty  of  a  citizen,  they  are  not  Nationalist, 
for,  being  a  colonist,  I  know  little  of  the  Irish 
controversy.  But  it  would  be  well  that  the 
colonists  and  English  people  should  know  that 
British  citizens  cannot  move  about  in  broad 
daylight  without  being  the  sabjects  of  police 
surveillance." 

'  May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
'  whether,  in  view  of  his  statement  that 
people  are  only  shadowed  if  they  are  sus- 
pected of  being  criminals,  this  lady  was 
BO  suspected ;  and  will  he  take  steps  to 
protect  at  least  visitors  to  our  country 
from  this  indignity  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  asks  whether  this  lady  will  be 
protected.  I  do  not  think  she  complains 
of  being  shadowed,  but  she  does  com- 
plain of  certain  inquiries  being  made. 
I  know  nothing  of  the  facts,  but  will 
cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  if 
the  hon.  Member  will  give  notice  of  a 
question. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND:  ,0f  course  I 
will.  At  the  same  time,  allow  me  to 
point  out  that  the  lady  complains  that 
"  British  citizens  cannot  move  about  in 
broad  daylight  without  being  the  subjects 
of  police  surveillance."  I  think  that  is 
the  most  serious  part  of  the  allegation. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  understand 
that  to  be  a  general  observation  and  not  a 
specific  complaint. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND :  I  will  put  the 
question  down  for  Thursday  next. 

THE    NEW    AMENDMENT    TO    THE 
LICENSING    BILL. 
Mr.  T.  M.   HEALY :    I  wish  to  ask 
)jr<^ur  ruling.  Sir,  on  a  matter  affecting 
Sir  J.  FergtMson 


Parliamentaryprooedure.  By  the  Budget 
Bill,  which  received  the  Royal  Assent 
on  Jime  9,  the  Government  provided  by 
the  7th  clause  of  the  measure  that 
the  duties  on  spirits  and  beer  were  to  be 
dealt  with  in  a  particular  way,  and  that 
the  proceeds  arising  out  of  tiiese  levies 
*' Shall  be  appropriated  as  Parliament  may 
hereafter  direct  by  any  Act  passed  in  the  present 
Session." 

These    words   were   inserted    upon    my 
Motion.     At  that  time  the  Local  Taxation 
Bill  was  running  concurrently  with  the 
Budget  Bill,  and  the  one  measure  was 
regaled  as  a  kind  of  companion  to  the 
other.     So  that  these  words  put  in  the 
Local  Taxation  Bill  provided '  that  the 
moneys  raised  by  spirits  and  beer  were 
to  be  immediately  spent.     At  any  rate, 
the  word  "appropriated"  used  in  the 
7th  section  of   that  measure    was    not 
then  intended  to  cover  a  locking  up  of 
the  funds,  but  the  words  "  expenditure 
and  paying  out  of  the  fund."     Now,  the 
Government  propose,  by  the  Amendments 
of  the   President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment   Board,  to    insert    in    the    Local 
Taxation    Bill    words    which    give    an 
entirely  different  meaning  to  the  word 
"  appropriate,"   because  they  propose  to 
provide  that  the  levies  on   whisky  and 
beer  shall  be  locked  up  for  au   inter- 
minable period,,  and  shall  be  spent  under 
an  Actwhichmaynotbe  passed  for  years  to 
come.     What  1  submit  is  this  :  that  the 
Qflvernment,  having  passed  into  la'w   a 
measure   which   has  now  received    the 
Royal    Assent,    ear-marking    a    certain 
meaning  to  the  word  "  appropriate,"  and 
attaching  a  sense  of  expenditure  to  it,  it 
is  not  in  accordance   with  the  procedure 
of  this  House  that  the  Government  can 
now  entirely  change  the  meaning  of  this 
Act  passed  in   the   present  Session   by 
another  measure  which   proposes  to  fix 
to  the  word  ".appropriate  "  a  meaning  of 
a  wholly  different  character. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  With 
reference  to  the  observations  which  wb 
have  just  heard,  and  the  subject  of 
which  is  new  to  me,  I  would  venture  to 
say  that,  as  I  understand  the  matter,  the 
BUI  now  before  the  House  does  not  fix  a 
new  interpretation  to  the  word  "  appro- 
priate," but  entirely  contravenes  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "  appropriate." 
The  meaning  of  the  word  "appropriate  " 
having  been  fixed  by  Statute  during  the 
present  Session,  the  present  Bill  pr(^>08e8 
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that  the  money  shall  not  be  appropriated. 
K  there  is  one  word  well  understood  in 
the  financial  practice  of  this  House  it  is 
the  word  "appropriate."  The  term 
Appropriation  Act,  which  is  familiar  to 
us  all,  is  sufficient  to  illustrate  our 
meaning. 

•Me.  QOSCHEN:  On  the  point  of 
order,  may  I  submit  the  following 
point: — In  this  Bid  there  were  three 
propositions — one  relating  to  Engltuid, 
another  to  Scotland,  and  the  third  to 
Ireland.  In  the  case  of  Ireland  the 
money  was  not  appropriated  for  the 
service  of  the  year.  The  case  of 
Ireland  was  that  a  portion  of  the  money 
was  to  be  appropriated  as  should  after- 
wards  be  determined  by  Parliament.  I 
tbereforesubmitthat  at  that  yerytimethe 
word  "  appropriate  "  did  not  carry  the 
narrow  interpretation  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Longford  now  seeks  to 
assign  to  it;  but  that  it  covered  the 
whole  of  the  money,  including  the 
portion  which  was  to  be  disposed  ot  as 
Parliament  should  hereafter  direct. 

Sm  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby) :  I  ask 
you  to  consider,  Sir,  what  was  the 
meaning  then,  from  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  point  of  view,  of  the 
introduction  of  those  words  "during 
the  present  Session."  They  were  intro- 
duced for  the  express  purpose  of  securing 
that  the  appropriation  of  this  money 
should  be  completed  during  the  present 
year ;  and  that  the  money  should  not  be 
voted  while  the  complete  appropriation 
was  postponed  until  a  future  period. 
Those  words,  no  doubt,  might  haye  been 
ambiguous  as  they  stood,  but  it  was  to 
remove  that  very  ambiguity  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Longford 
asked  for  the  insertion  of  the  words 
which  were  accepted  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  order  to  make  it 
clear  that  the  appropriation,  except  in 
the  case  of  Ireland,  was  especially  pro- 
vided for,  and  should  be  made  in  the 
present  year. 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  submit,  Sir, 
that  this  Bill,  if  it  is  carried  into  law, 
does  comply  with  the  provisions  em- 
bodied in  the  Budget  Bill,  and  that  it 
does  appropriate  the  money  which  has 
been  voted. 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  and  learned 
Glentleman  the  Member  for  Longford 
has  raised  a  question  the  importance  of 
which  I  do  not  think  he  has  overrated. 


It  is  a  question,  I  must  confess,  rather  of 
constitutional  interpretation  than  one  of 
a  point  of  order,  upon  which  I  venture, 
to  hope,  generally  speaking,  xaj  ruling 
would  be  accepted  by  the  House.  But 
I  respectfully  give  the  House  such 
opinion  as  I  have  formed  on  the  matter, 
although  I  do  regard  it  as  a  matter 
affecting  the  constitutional  relations  of 
this  House,  and  greatly  affecting  the 
whole  question  of  Money  Bills  and 
appropriation.  The  7th  olanse  of  ihiB 
Customs  and  Inland  Bevenue  Act, 
which  has  been  passed  into  law,  enacted, 
that  it 

'*  Shall  be  ascertained  as  to  proportion  and. 
otherwise  in  like  manner  as  the  one-haU  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  probate  duties  applicable  to 
local  purposes  is  now  by  law  divided,  paid, ' 
and  ascertained." 

And  then  occur  the  following  word?  : —  ' 

"  And  the  proceeds  so  paid  shall  be  appro- 
priated as  Parliament  may  hereafter  direct  by 
any  Act  passed  in  the  present  Session." 

I  observe  that  there  is  an  Amendment 
on  the  Paper  standing  in  the  name  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  insert 
these  words  in  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House : — 

"  May  be  hereafter  provided  by  any  Act 
amending  the  Licensing  Acts,  and  until  such 
Act  is  passed  shall  be  invested  and  accumulated 
as  provided  by  this  Act." 

Now,  it  is  a  very  grave  question  whether 
those  words  do  constitute  such  a 
specific  appropriation  as  the  Budget  Act 
directs.  I  certainly  am  not  aware, 
in  the  comparatively  short  time  that  I 
have  had  to  examine  into  the  matter,  of 
any  instance  of  a  tax  being  raised  and 
the  proceeds  appropriated  to  no  particular 
authority  and  to  no  specific  object  as  i» 
now  the  case  since  the  three  clauses 
have  been  withdrawn  from  this  Bill.  It- 
would  be,  I  think,  for  the  House  to- 
consider,  as  a  matter  of  policy  and 
interpretation,  whether  these  words  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  moved  as  an 
Amendment,  do  constitute  a  sufficient 
appropriation  of  the  sum  raised  and 
granted  by  the  Budget  Act  so  as  to 
come  within  what  is  undoubtedly  the 
general  principle  underlying  our  whole 
law,  namely,  the  appropriation  of 
money  to  a  specific  use  within  the 
then  existing  Session  of  Parliament, 
either  partly  or  wholly — I  say  partly 
becauB?.  of  course,  there  are  permanent 
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Appropriations  of  sums  extending  oyer 
more  than  one  year;  but  even  in 
that  case  a  certain  smn  is  specifically 
appropriated  to  be  expended  within  that 
jear.  It  appears  to  me,  on  taking  an 
impartial  view — I  need  not  say  as  im- 
partial a  view  as  I  can — on  the  subject, 
4hat  if  no  Act  was  passed  within  this 
;Se88ion  appropriating  the  sums  allotted 
under  the  Budget  Act,  it  would  be  a 
very  grave  question  whether  the 
IVeasury  would  not  incur  grave  re- 
sponsibility and  grave  liabilities  in 
issning  any  money  or  in  issuing  it  to 
any  body  of  persons  as  Local  Anthori- 
ties.  There  would  be,  as  I  understand,  no 
particular  direction  to  the  Treasuiy  from 
>-thi8  House  to  issue  money,  nor  to  issue 
it  to  any  particular  body  of  persons,  inas- 
much as  the  County  Authorities  will  not 
have  the  money  allotted  to  them.  But  it 
-n^ill  be  said  the  money  will  be  accumulated. 
I  confess,  looking  at  the  matter  from  a 

'Constitutional  point  of  view,  I  know  of 
no  precedent  for  such  an  accumulation, 
and  though  it  may  be  quite  true  that  the 
.&ct  of  no  precedent  existing  does  not 
prove  that  the  proceeding  would  be 
on-Constitutional,  I  think  it  is  eminently 
a  matter  for  the  House  to  decide  whether 
it  is  ultra  vires  or  not,  and  whether 
sach  a  course  would  be  in  harmony  with 
Constitutional  practice.  It  is  a  matter 
which   I  think  the    hon.    and  learned 

'-Gentleman  will  be  justified  in  raising 

.  as  a  question  of  policy,  or  even  at 
principle,  both  in  Committee  and,  if 
need  be,  also  on  the  Third  Beading  of 

.  the  Bill.  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain 
my  views  to  the  House  as  well  as  1  have 
been  able. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  On  the  point 
of  order,  may  I  ask  whether  your  obser- 
'Vations  do  not  equally  apply  to  the  Irish 
part  of  the  Bill,  which  has  not  been 
-altered  as  the  English  and  Scotch  portions 

■  of  the  Bill  are  proposed  to  be  altered  by 
the  Amendment  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  1 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALT:  May  I  submit 
that  the  Irish  Secretary  is  in  error, 
because  there  is  an  Amendment  down  in 
ihe  name  of  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  also  altering  the 
Irish  section  and  providing  that  this 
'money  is  to  lie  up  in  Ireland  until  such 
time  as  some  new  Licensing  Act  is 
is  passed? 

ifr.  Speaker 


Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  There  may  be 
some  Amendment  to  the  Irish  part  of 
the  Bill,  but  substantially  I  submit  the 
Irish  pturt  of  the  Bill  does  provide  that 
the  money  should  accumulate  until  some 
future  stage — until  this  or  another  Par- 
liament should  deal  with  the  question 
of  Local  Government  in  Ireland.  What 
I  desire  to  ask  your  ruling  upon.  Sir,  is 
whether  there  is  any  difEerence,  in  conr 
stitutional  principle,  between  that  part 
of  the  Bill  as  originally  framed  and 
those  parts  of  the  Bill  afEecting  England 
and  Scotland  as  modified  by  the  proposed 
Amendment  t 

Sm  W.  HARCOURT:  Before  that 
point  is  raised,  I  would  submit  that  if  the 
objection  equally  applies  to  the  Irish  part 
of  the  Bill,  we  have  not  yet  come  to  it 
We  have  not  discussed  tluit  section ;  ihe 
House  has  not  approved  it.  Your  ruling. 
Sir,  as  I  understand,  will  apply  to  ihe 
whole  Bill  and  not  merely  to  the 
Amendment  proposed  by  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

•Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  It  would  not.  Sir,  be 
dignified  for  me  to  enter  into  any  argu- 
ment at  a  moment  like  this  with  r^atd 
to  any  of  those  most  important  words 
which  have  fallen  from  your  lips.  At 
the  proper  time,  after  the  hon.  Member 
for  Longford  has  taken  the  course  which 
is  suggested  to  him,  it  wiU  be  my  duty 
to  submit  reasons  why  I  am  prepared  to 
defend  constitutionally,  and  as  a  matter 
of  expediency,  for  the  proposals  of  the 
Government.  I  rise  simply  to  point  out 
to  you  for  your  consideration  whether 
the  clauses  which  remain  in  the  Bill 
directing  to  whom  this  money  should  he 
paid  do  not  constitute  a  distinct  applica- 
tion of  the  money  which  would  reUeve 
us  from  the  difSculty  you  have  suggested, 
namely,  that  there  would  be  no  means 
of  getting  the  money  out  of  the  Treasury. 
Of  course,  it  is  part  of  the  plan  that 
clauses  should  be  kept  in  the  Bill  dis- 
tinctly directing  the  mode  of  investment, 
the  mode  of  account,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  funds — ear-marked  as  it  is 
called — should'  be  used.  There  would 
be  perfect  machinery  in  the  Bill  for  the 
accumulation  and  accounting  for  the 
money  for  a  specific  purpose.  I  think 
the  particular  difficulties,  if  I  may  say  so 
with  all  submission,  with  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  money  would  he 
dealt  with,  would    possibly    not    arise 
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when  we  come  to    the   clauses  which 
direct  the  investment  of  the  funds. 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  money  would  be  equally  locked 
up,  no  matter  in  whose  hands  it  might 
lie.  Some  observations  have  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  my 
ruling.  I  hope  I  may  respectfully  say 
to  the  House  that  my  ruling  on  this 
subject  is  only  a  matter  of  opinion  on  a 
grave  question  of  constitutional  law.  It 
is  not  intended  in  any  way  to  bind  any 
portion  of  the  House,  but,  as  I  was  asked 
my  opinion,  I  did  not  think  it  would  be 
irespectful  to  the  House  not  to  give  it. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  do  not  intend, 
as  at  present  advised,  to  do  more  than 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  duty  of  a 
Member  of  the  House  who  is  specially 
seised  of  knowledge  on  this  matter — to 
appeal  to  the  Chair,  as  I  understand  liiat, 
upon  financial  questions  especially,  the 
Chair  is  the  constitutional  guardian  of 
the  liberties  of  the  House. 

Sra  G.  CAMPBELL  (.Kirkcaldy,  Ac.) : 
It  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  Scotoh 
Members  and  the  House  generally  if  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  would  make 
up  his  mind  to  tell  ns  now  whether  we 
are  to  fight  right  through  again  the 
licensing  part  of  the  Bill,  or  whether 
the  Government  will  make  up  their 
minds  to  swallow  the  remaining  bit  of 
the  leek  and  withdraw  the  BUI. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

MB.  W.  H.  SMITH  AND  THE  DEPTJTA- 
TION  OF  LICENSED  VICTUALLERS. 
Mb.  T.  fry  (Darlington) :  I  b^  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  correctly  reported  in  this 
day's  issue  of  the  Timea  to  have  said  to 
a  deputation  of  licensed  victuallers — 

"  Thai,  he  gave  them  the  strongest  assnranee 
that  no  part  of  the  Local  Taxation  Bill  was  to 
be  consideTed  as  abandoned,  and  that  they 
might  absolutely  rely  upon  it  that  the  money 
to  De  accnmnlated  shoold  never  he  devoted  to 
•ay  other  purpose  than  the  extinction  of 
licences:" 

and,  if  so,  how  far  that  statement  agrees 
with  the  announcement  he  made  in  the 
Honse  the  same  evening  that  the  money 
would  be  at  the  future  disposal  of 
Parliament? 

Mb.  D.  CRAWFORD  (Lanark,  N.E.) : 
I  have  given  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 


sury notice  of  a  question  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. The  hon.  Member  for  Darlington  has- 
read  only  a  part  of  the  reply  given  to  the 
deputation  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman^ 
but  I  think  other  parts  of  it  should  be 
read.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  re- 
ported to  have  said  also — 

"That  the  Government  had  heen  driven  hy 
the  opposition  of  their  Liberal  Unionist  allies 
to  the  oonolnsion  that  they  could  not  success- 
fully resist  the  10  years'  limit  Amendment,  and 
that  they  had,  therefore,  decided  to  postpone 
certain  clauses  of  the  measure." 

Then  he  went  on  to  say  that — 

*'  On  the  other  hand,  he  gave  the  deputation- 
the  strongest  assurance  that  no  part  of  the  Bill* 
was  to  'bo  considered  as  abandoned,  and  that 
they  might  rely  upon  it  that  the  money  to  be 
accumulated  should  never  be  devoted  to  any 
other  purpose  than  the  extinction  of  licences :' 

and  this  announcement,  it  was  stated, . 
was  "  received  with  applause." 

•Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  In  answer 
to  the  questions  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers, I  have  to  say  there  is  one  portion 
of  this  report  which  is  accurate,  and  that 
is  that  the  proceedings  were  private. 
I  can  only  say  that  the  report  is  more  or 
less  inaccurate.  I  stated  to  the  deputa- 
tion all  that  I  had  said  in  the  House  a 
few  minutes  before,  neither  more  nor  ■ 
less;  and  as  every  Gkntleman  in  the 
House  is  in  possession  of  that  statement,. 
I  have  given  all  the  information  I  can. 

Me.  STOREY  (Sunderland) :  I  desLw 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  th»- 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  what  were 
the  precedente  he  referred  to  yesterday 
with  regard  to  the  leaving  over  of  money - 
for  future  use  instead  of  its  being  appro- 
priated in  the  Session  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  am  not  aware 
that  I  did  refer  to  precedents,  but  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  only  answer  that  can 
be  given  on  such  a  point  must  be  given., 
in  Debate. 


PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMIITEE. 
Thirteenth  Report   brought  up,  and. 
read ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be- 
printed. 

NEW  WRIT. 
For  Borough  of  Barrow  in  Fumess  v.- 
William  Sproston  Caine,  esquire,  Manor 
of  Northstead. 
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xf  n  T  T  n  AT  manufacturer,    an    Alderman,    and    a 

It  O  T I  O  N,  Mf^trate,  waa  to  preside.     On  Satur* 

day  the  Mag^tratea  met  and  asked  the 
conveners  of  the  meeting  to  hold  it  on  the 
racecourse.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  meet- 
ings are  habitually  held  in  the  market- 
place in  Northampton ;  and  in  this  case 
the  managers  of  this  temperance  meeting 
had  communicated   with    the    brewery 
interest,  and  arranged  that  there  shouU 
be  a  public  discussion  in  the   market- 
place, and  it  had  been  agreed  that  both 
parties  would  do  their  best  to  maintain 
order.    Very  possibly  there  may  have 
been  affidavits  laid  before  the  Magistrates 
to  the  efEect  that  the  meeting  might 
lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  but  I 
apprehend  that  that  did  not  warrant  tphe 
Magistrates  prohibiting  the  meeting  or 
saying  that   to  take  part  in   it   would 
render  those  who  did  so  liable  to  im- 
prisonment.    The  Queen's  Bench  Divi- 
sion, in  the  case  of  "  Beatty  v.  Gillbank," 
decided  that  the  Magistrates  had  no  right 
to   prohibit   a  meeting.     The    question 
there  was  whether  a  meeting  of   the 
Salvation    Army    could    be   prohibited 
because  some  other  anny  threatened  to 
interfere   with    the  proceedings.      The 
decision  was  that  Ijie  Magistrates   lad 
no     right     to     prohibit     a     meetai^. 
They  may  warn  persons  against  attend- 
ing a  meeting  and  may  tell  them  tiiey 
must  take  the  consequences.    If  they  fear 
that  individuals  are  going  to  disturb  the 
peace,  they  may  call  on  them  to  find 
securities  not  to  disturb  the  peace,  and 
may  put  them  in  gaol  if  they  refuse   to 
find  sureties.  If  that  be  the  present  state 
of  the  law,  1  say  that  the   Magistrates 
had  no  sort  of  right  to  prohibit  this  meet- 
ing and  to  frighten  people  who    vrere 
going  to  it  by  telling  them  they  would 
be    liable     to     imprisonment     if    they 
attended.     If  this  were  to  be  permitted 
all  meetings   would   be  rendered  prac- 
tically impossible,  since  they  could  be 
stopped    by    the    action    of    disorderly 
persons,  who  said  that  they  were  going 
to  interfere  with  them.     It  is  most  de- 
sirable, in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor     is     responsible     for    these 
Magistrates,  who  are  an  unelected  body 
of  men,  that  the  Attorney  Oeneral  and 
the  Home  Secretary  should  distinctly  de- 
clare to  the  Magistrates  of  Northamptcm. 
and  through  them  to  the  Magistrates  all 
over  the  country,   that  they  have     no 
right  to  interfere  with  this    fair  and 


PROHIBITION    OF   PUBLIC     MEETING 

(NORTHAMPTON). 

MOTION  FOR  ADJOnRNMEMT. 

Mr.  LuoncHEBE,  Member  for  the 
Borough  of  Northampton,  rose  in  his 
place,  and  asked  leave  to  move  the 
Adjournment  of  the  House,  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  a  definite  matter  of 
urgent  public  importance,  namely,  a 
Proclamation  of  the  Miagistrates  of 
Northampton  prohibiting  a  public  meet- 
ing intended  to  be  held  in  the  market 
place  of  that  town  last  Sunday  evening, 
and  warning  all  persons  holding  or 
taking  part  in  the  same  that  they  would 
be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  so  doing  ; 
but  the  pleasure  of  the  House  not  having 
been  signified,  Mr.  Speaker  called  on 
those  Members  who  supported  the  Motion 
to  rise  in  their  places,  and  not  less 
than  40  Members  having  accordingly 
risen  : — 

(5.32.)  Me.  LABOUCHERE:  I  beg, 
then,  to  move  the  Adjournment  of  the 
House,  and  I  assure  the  House  that  I  do  so 
in  no  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  Govem- 
.  ment.  I  submitted  a  question  to  the 
Home  Secretary  on  the  subject,  and  he 
admitted  that  there  were  important 
points  of  law  involved  in  the  matter 
which  could  not  be  answered  in  reply  to 
a  question.  When  the  House  has  heard 
the  facts,  it  wiU  be  seen  that  the  case  is 
a  fair  and  legitimate  one  on  which  to  ask 
for  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the 
House  and  the  legal  advisers  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  because  it  touches 
the  whole  question  of  public  meetings, 
and,  if  it  were  allowed  to  pass  by,  the 
Magistrates  of  any  town  would  be  able 
to  prohibit  any  meeting  they  chose.  The 
facts  are  very  simple.  Last  week  it  was 
decided  by  the  friends  of  temperance  at 
Northampton  to  hold  a  public  meeting 
on  Sunday  in  the  market-place.  The 
meeting  was  not  called  in  any  special 
way  by  the  Liberals  there,  but  the 
principal  persons  present  connected  with 
it  were  Nonconformist  ministers  of  the 
town.  There  were  to  be  two  platforms 
in  the  market-place,  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  country.  At  1  o'clock  the 
ehair  was  to  be  taken  by  Mr.  Campion, 
who  is  the  editor  of  a  newspaper  there ; 
aud  at  the  other  Mr.  Manfield,  a  large 
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proper  action  on  the  part  of  the 
electors  of  an  English  town.  I  beg  to 
move  the  adjoamment  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
•"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
^J/r.  Lahouchere.) 

,*(5.40.)  Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (North- 
ampton) :  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
seconding  the  Motion  moved  by  my 
hon.  Colleague.  I  would  take  the 
liberty  of  suggesting  that  it  is  something 
new  in  parliamentary  practice  that, 
when  a  great  question  Uke  that  of  public 
meeting  is  to  be  discussed,  the  bulk  of 
the  Ministry  should  at  once  leave  the 
House.  I  make  no  complaint  that  the 
bulk  of  the  Conservative  Party  should 
liave  done  the  same,  because  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  attacking  them  on 
the  same  ground,  that  they  disregard  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  I  am  rather 

flad  that  my  attacks  have  been  justified 
y  what  has  happened.  We  are 
apparently  forgetting  in  England  that 
regard  for  public  right  for  which  Eng- 
land used  to  be  specially  famed.  The 
law  is  clearly  and  briefly  stated  in  a 
little  manual  called  Stone's  Jvstices' 
Manual,  and  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
reading  a  very  words  from  that  book 
to  the  House.     I  6nd  it  stated  that — 

"A  lawful  DBaembly  is  not  rendered  anlawful 
by  the  knowledge  of  ue  persona  taking  }>art  in 
it  that  opposition  will  be  raised  to  it." 

If  it  were  otherwise,  any  lawful  meet- 
ing might  be  rendered  unlawful  by 
any  half-dozen  blackguards  declaring 
that  they  would  interfere  with  it.  The 
position, of  the  Magistrates  is  clear.  I 
am  indebted  to  the  Solicitor  General's 
(Sir  E.  Clarke)  arguments  in  a  case  I 
shall  refer  to,  for  part  of  the  legal  argu- 
ments I  shall  submit  to  the  House.  I 
flf^  for  part  of  them,  because  it  was  my 
duty,  some  28  years  ago,  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  to  ai^e  this  point.  The 
Solicitor  General  held  that  Magistrates 
had'  no  authority  to  prohibit  a  meeting 
that  seems  likely  to  endanger  the  public 
peace.  In  the  case  of  "  Beatty  v.  GHll- 
faank,"  the  Skeleton  Army  having 
decl^^d  they  intended  to  break  the 
peace  as  against  the  Salvation  Army, 
the  Magistrates  took  upon  themselves  to 
require  several  members  of  the  Salvation 
Army  to  give  security  to  keep  the  peace, 
and  the  Court  held  that  the  Magistrates 
had  no  right  to  require  such  securities. 


Not  only  is  the  law  clear  that  the  persosas 
convening  a  lawful  assembly  csinnot  be 
prohibited  by  the  Magistrates  from 
holding  it ;  but  it  is  also  clear  that  i^ 
some  other  persons  threatened  to  break 
the  peace  the  Magistrates  have  no  right 
to  call  upon  the  persons  engaged  in 
ipromoting  the  lawful  meeting  to  give) 
surety  to  the  police,  which  shall  prevent, 
them  holding  the  meeting.  In  the  case 
of  "  Beatty  v.  Gillbank,"  which  is 
reported  in  the  IX  Queen's  Bench  Divi- 
sion, page  308,  the  order  for  the  sureties 
was  quashed  by  the  Court,  in  a  Judgment 
delivered  by  Mr.  Justice  Field,  who 
said — 

"  It  is  quite  clear  that  there  is  no  sort  of 
ground  or  authority  for  any  action  by  the 
Magistrates  in  interfering  with  the  meeting." 

Now,  what  do  these  Magistrates  do  ?  They 
are  as  impudent  as  if  they  were  Resident 
Magistrates  in  Ireland.  Ihey  ,are  a^ 
ignorant  of  the  law  as  some  of  the  Iaw, 
advisers  of  the  Government  appear  to, 
be  on  the  subject  of  Irish  meetings. 
They  claim  the  right  to  prohibit  tibe^ 
holding  of  a  meeting,  and  they  announce. 
that  if  the  people  go  to  it  after  the  pro- 
hibition it  will  be  an  unlawful  assembly. 
I  regret  that  I  have  to  condemn  the. 
legal  gentleman  who  advised  the  Magis- 
trates in  relation  to  this  proclamation.  I 
regret  it  because,  though  I  do  not  sup. 
pose  he  voted  for  me,  it  ia  my  duty  .to 
defend  the  whole  of  my  constituents  as 
far  as  I  can.  I  regret  that  in  North- 
ampton, where  we  have  had  some  ex- 
perience of  the  assertion  of ,  the  right  of 
meeting,  there  should  be  found  any 
lawyer  ignorant  enough  to  advise  the 
Magistrates  they  might  issue  this  abaur4 
proclamation.  Magistrates  cannot ;  .  tl^ 
Government  cannot ;  nothing  but  Par- 
liament can  make  an  assembly  unlawful, 
if  it  be  lawful  otherwise.  ParUament 
can  do  anything ;  it  can  take  a  mau'ej 
rights,  and  it  Ims  taken  a  great  many, 
away  in  Ireland,  but,  at  any  rate,  I  hop^ 
the  House  will  not  permit  the  Magis- 
trates to  take  away,  without  the  autho- 
rity of  Parliament,  what  few  rights  we^ 
have  got  left.  I  can  understand  that  the 
learned  Attorney  General  may  feel 
bound  to  defend  these  Magistrates,  be-, 
cause  I  believe  "they  are  nearly  all  Con- 
servative Magistrates.  Unfortunately, 
we  have  had  a  g^at  many  deaths 
amongst  the  Liberal  and  Radical  Magis- 
trates in  Northampton  daiisg  the  Uurt 
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few  years.  I  am  sure  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor only  exercises  his  discretion  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  the  due  adminis- 
tration of  the  law,  bat  it  is  unfortunate 
that  he  has  found  his  discretion  lie  in 
the  direction  of  gentlemen  of  his  own 
political  views  and  of  worse  lawyers 
than  himself.  Whatever  one  would  say 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  views  in  other 
respects,  no  one  would  venture  to  cast 
any  doubt  on  his  views  as  a  lawyer.  I 
ask  the  Qovemment,  once  for  all,  to  say 
to  the  people  who  look  to  them  for 
teaching  "The  Magistrates  have  no 
right  to  do  an  illegal  thing."  If  the 
Gk>vemment  will  not  protect  our  rights 
we  must  protect  them  ourselves. 
I  have  never  hesitated  to  do  it 
in  times  gone  by,  and  I  will  never 
in  the  future  when  the  occasion  arises, 
hesitate  to  do  it.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
CK>Temment  not  only  to  give  no  en- 
oouragement  to,  but  to  discourage  any 
infringement  at  all  upon  the  rights  of 
the  citizens,  whether  they  agree  to  the 
Ckxvemment  in  politics  or  not.  But  this 
stopping  of  the  meeting  did  not  save  the 
three  wretched  clauses  giving  the  pub- 
licans compensation  ;  they  had  to  go.  I 
can  conceive  tlurt  those  Magistrates  who 
have  been  recently  appointed  wished  to 
show  their  gratitude  by  doing  the  best 
they  could  to  help  the  GK>vemment  in 
their  sore  dilemma ;  but  they  will  not 
do  it  effectively  by  prohibiting  discussion. 
I  trust  that,  little  as  the  Leader  of  the 
House  seems  to  care  for  the  assertion  of 
public  liberty,  some  of  the  old  traditions 
of  his  Party  will  be  respected,  and 
that,  without  reference  to  the  question 
whether  this  is  a  Motion  for  adjournment 
or  not,  there  will  be  some  consideration 
for  the  rights  and  the  liberty  of  the 
people  which  is  involved  in  the  Motion. 
If  it  had  not  been  that  the  Home  Secre- 
tary hesitated  yesterday  and  mocked 
to-day  I  should  not  be  speaking  now.  I 
eaid  he  mocked  to-day,  for  he  declared 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  law  of  the  land 
in  relation  to  a  most  important  matter 
affecting  his  Department.  The  right 
hon.  Gontleman  shakes  his  head.  I  do 
not  know  what  that  shake  means,  but  I 
do  know  that  in  answer  to  my  Colleague 
yesterday  he  declared  that  this  was  an 
intricate  matter  of  law,  when  there  is 
no  intricacy  at  all  about  it.  He  cannot 
have  referred  to  the  records  of  the  Home 
Office  or  he  would  have  found  the  Ptiper 
Mr.  Bradlaugh 


upon  the  Basingstoke  disturbances,  whicb 
was  laid  on  the  Table  in  1882  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby.      He  would  have   known  then 
that  there  was  some  misapprehension,  a 
misapprehension  sanctioned  by  the  Law 
Advisers  of  the  Crown,  as  to  what  the 
rights  of   meeting  were.     That  might 
have  been  a  justification  for  the  rightr 
hon.  Gentleman's  ignorance  up  to  the 
12th  of  June,  1882,  but  on  the  13ih  of 
June,  when  the  decision  in  the  case  ot 
*'  Beatty  v.  Gillbank  "  was  delivered  in 
the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  that  ignor- 
ance ought  to  have  been  swept  away. 
I  ask  the  House  not  to  r^ard  this  as  s 
Party    question.      It    is    our    questiou 
to-day ;  it  may  be  yours  to-morrow ;  and 
the  difficulty  is  that  if  the  prohilntioir 
of  discussion  rests  with  the  majority  of 
the    Justices    in    one    place    to-day  it 
will    rest    with   the    majority    of    the 
Justices  in     another  place   by-and-by, 
The  great  thing   which  has  kept  this 
country    in     advance    of    every  other 
country  in  Europe,  and  which  has   kept 
it  more  peaceful,   has   been  tiie  safe^ 
valve  of  public  meeting,  where  opinion* 
might  be  expressed.     I  can  understand 
the  Government  feeling  touchy   about 
their  Bill  just  now.     A  characteristic  of 
a    weak    Government    is  that   it  g^ts 
annoyed    with   things    that    a    strong 
Government  passes  by.     I  appeal  to  the 
House  to  join  in  saying  to  the  Conserva- 
tive Magistrates  of  Northampton,  "  You 
have  no  right  to  gag  your  opponents, 
since  free  speech  has  been  the  deliver' 
ance  of  the  land." 

(5.57.)  Me.  C.  R.  SPENCER  (North- 
amptonshire, Mid) :  I  am  not  in  the  habit 
of  intruding  myself  on  the  attention  of 
the  House,  and,  therefore,  I  hope  I  maybe 
allowed  to  make  a  few  remarks.  I  have 
known  Northampton  well  for  many  years, 
and  T  do  not  think  that,  in  all  that  time, 
it  can  be  proved  that  Northampton  is  in 
the  habit  of  indulging  in  riots.  It  was,. 
therefore,  with  considerable  surprise  that 
1  saw  in  the  newspapers  yesterday 
morning  that  the  borough  Magistrate* 
had  prohibited  this  meeting,  especial]^ 
when  I  know  that  the  two  gentlemen 
who  were  to  take  the  chair  at  the  meet- 
ing were  two  of  the  most  law-abidingp 
members  of  a  law-abiding  constituency. 
I  venture  to  think  that  this  was  an 
extremely  dangerous  thing  for  Hue 
borough  Alagistntes  to  have  done.    I  da 
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not  care  what  are  the  politics  of  the 
Magistrates,  but  it  is  a  dangerous  innova- 
tion in  the  practice  of  this  conntry  for 
the  Magistrates  to  lay  down  the  law  like 
this.  Un  Snndays  we  are  accnstomed  to 
hold  meetingsof  different  kinds  in  North- 
ampton, and  it  is  nothing  new  for  large 
crowds  to  assembla  in  the  market-place, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  an  absurd  aggravation 
of  the  trouble  for  the  Magistrates  to  have 
suggested  to  the  people  that  they  should 
go  to  the  racecourse.  I  do  not  see  why 
they  should  not  have  met  as  nsnal  in 
the  market-place,  and  I  regret  that 
some  ill-advised  persona  should  have  con- 
sidered themselves  obliged  to  persuade  the 
borough  Magistrates  that  this  temperance 
meeting  should  be  prohibited.  If  my 
hon.  Friend  goes  to  a  Division,  I  shall 
have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  supporting 
him,  as  a  protest  against  what  I  must 
call  an  infringement  of  the  liberty  of  the 
subject. 

(6.0.)  The  SECRETARY  07  STATE 
FOE  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
MiTfHEWS,  Birmingham,  E.) :  The  politics 
of  the  Northampton  Magistrates  have 
been  referred  to.  For  my  own  part,  I 
have  not  the  slightest  idea  what  their 
political  colour  is.  With  regard  to  my 
answer  on  the  question  of  the  meeting, 
I  stated  that  the  Magistrates  could 
not  by  such  proclamation  make  a 
meeting  illegal,  and  that  the  proclama- 
tion was  only  a  warning  to  those  about 
to  take  part  in  the  meeting  that,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Magistrates,  it  would  be 
an  unlawful  assembly,  and  that  such 
warning  did  not  carry  with  it  any 
penalty.  1  believe  the  three  statements 
are  perfectly  correct.  The  only  diflSculty 
I  have  in  speaking  on  the  subject  arises 
from  my  imperfect  information  of  the 
facta  I  have  no  information  beyond 
the  telegram  I  will  read  to  the  House. 

An  hon.  Membeb  :  Why^not  ?  There 
has  been  plenty  of  time  to  get  it ;  only 
two  and  a  half  hours'  journey. 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  The  telegram  is 
in  an  answer  to  inquiries  which  I  made 
as  soon  as  the  hon.  Member's  question 
appeared  upon  the  Paper.  Does  the 
hon.  Member  suggest  1  ought  to  have 
sent  down  a  special  messenger  to  the 
Magistrates?  [Crits  of  "Why  not?") 
The  telegram  which  I  received  this 
afternoon  runs — 


"Chief  Constable  received   information    of 
organiaed  oppoeition  to  meeting.    Three  bands 


to  parade  the  town.  Magiatrates  met  three- 
o'clock.  Made  suggestion  to  prombters  that- 
meeting  should  be  held  on  race  course,  where, 
it  would  be  possible  to  check  disorder  and  pre- 
vent damage  to  property.  Impossible  to  (£}  so- 
in  Market  t^uare.  Promoters  declined  sug- 
gestion. Second  meeting  of  Magistrates  at 
eight  o'clock  Meeting  at  Market  Square^ 
prohibited.  Magistrates  again  offered  race 
course.  Great  excitement  in  town.  Breaches 
of  peace  generally  regarded  as  certain.  Magis- 
trates only  anxious  to  keep  peace  in  town." 

That  tel^^m  is  from  the  deputy  Mayor^ 
I  am  reluctant  to  express  any  condemna- 
tion of  men  whose  only  desire  was  to- 
maintain  order  in  Northampton ;  but  I 
must  say  that  the  prohibited  meeting 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  called  for  a 
perfectly  lawful  purpose.  Criticism  of  a* 
Government  Bill  is,  of  course,  perfectly 
lawful.  One  hon.  Member  has  spoken 
as  if  the  acts  of  these  Magistrates  had 
been  the  act  of  the  Government.  I  must' 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
Government  have  no  control  whatever 
over  these  borough  Magistrates,  who- 
have  acted  with  good  intentions,  no  donbtr 
but  on  a  mistaken  view  of  their  powers. 
If  the  facts,  as  narrated  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton,  are  correct,  I 
think  there  can  "be  no  doubt  that  the- 
Magistrates  were  wrong  in  issuing  this' 
proclamation.  At  the  same  time,  I  do 
not  think  that  the  case  deserves  the 
very  strong  and  emphatic  language  of  the 
junior  Member  for  Northampton,  for  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  Magis- 
trates had  any  dark  design  against  th» 
liberty  of  the  subject,  or  liberi^  of  free 
speech. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERB  :  WiU  tlie  right 
hon.  Gentleman  excuse  me  t  Will  he  be 
good  enough  to  express  an  opinion  upon 
the  proclamation  1  What  1  want  to  know 
is,  whether  that  was  legal  ? 

Mh.  MATTHEWS:  I  have  said  it 
hardly  becomes  me  to  say  more  than* 
that  I  do  not  think  the  proclamation  was 
justifiable  or  -warranted  in  the  circum- 
Btances.  The  Magistrates  appear  to  me 
to  have  acted  from  a  desire  to  keep  good 
order,  but  they  went  the  wrong  way  to 
work,  as  &r  as  I  can  judge,  lie  main 
outlines  of  the  law  relating  to  meetings 
are  well  settled,  but  there  is  consider- 
able  difSculty  in  the  application  of  the 
law.  It  is  the  duly  not  only  of  Magis- 
trates, but  of  every  subject  of  the  Queen, 
to  prevent  an  unlawful  assembly  from 
taking  place,  if  he  can ;  but  it  is  not^ 
always  very  easy  to'  determine  at  what 
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point  an  asBembly  previously  lawful  be- 
comes an  unlawful  assembly.  There 
are  moments  of  excitement  which,  in 
some  circumstances,  may  be  overlooked, 
but  the  border  line  of  danger  to  the 
peace  is  not  always  easy  to  discover,  even 
by  a  calm  and  impartial  onlooker.  In 
matters  of  this  sort  there  is  always  some 
difficulty  as  to  the  application  of  the 
law,  and,  for  myself,  I  should  always 
hesitate  to  attach-  blame  to  Magistrates 
whose  intention  was  good  and  whose 
purpose  was  only  to  preserve  the 
peace,  and  who  were  really  persuaded 
that  the  peace  was  likely  'to  be  broken ; 
and  in  this  case  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  Magistrates  did  not  wish  to  do  more 
than  to  preserve  the  peace.  So  far  as  I 
«an  express  an  opinion  on  the  facts,  it 
appears  to  me,  however,  that  they 
exceeded  their  powers,  and  were 
wrong  in  the  course  which  they  took. 
Having  said  so  much,  I  hope  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  will 
4gree  that  there  is  no  great  constitu- 
tional principle  imperilled  by  the  events 
that  occurred  at  Northampton.  Certainly 
there  is  none  that  will  be  imperilled  l^ 
any  action  or  word  of  mine.  I  hope  I 
kave  expressed  with  sufficient  fulness 
my  view  of  the  law  of  public  meeting, 
and  I  do  not  think  I  am  called  upon  to 
express  any  further  opinion  upon  the 
action  of  the  Magistrates.  I  trust  the 
hon  Member  for  Northampton  will  be 
«atisfied. 

(6.7.)  Sm  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby): 
I  am  very  glad  the  Home  Secretary  has 
expressed,  and  I  am  sure  he  has  with 
snffioient  clearness,  his  view  in  reference 
to  this  transaction.  He  has  said  the 
proclamation  was  not  justified  by  law. 
I  cannot  agree  with  him,  however,  in  the 
Iwlief  that  there  isno  great  constitutional 
question  raised  by  this  Debate.  I  think 
there  is.  I  bave  no  desire  to  impute 
*ny  evil  motives,  or  other  than  good 
motives,  to  the  Magistrates  in  this 
matter,  but  they  have  gravely  misap- 
prehended the  law,  there  is  no  doul^. 
Up  to  1882  a  difEerent  impression  pre- 
vaoled  as  to  the  administration  of  the 
law  by  Magistrates  acting  on  the  advice 
of  the  Home  Office,  and  perhaps,  as  the 
matter  came  under  my  personal  adminis- 
tration, I  may  refer  to  this,  though,  as  I 
have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  refresh 
my  recollection,  the  Hoose  will  accept 
my  apology  if  I  am  not  absolutely 
Mr.JiaUhetos 


accurate  in  all  particulars.  In  former 
times  it  was  a  moot  point  whether  a 
meeting  primd/acie  and  ab  initio  lawful 
could  not  subsequently  be  rendered  un- 
lawful through  the  action  of  people  who 
proposed  to  disturb  it.  The  point,  how- 
ever, has  been  set  at  rest  for  ever  by  the 
decision  in  the  Basingstoke  case.  I 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Office  has  no  control  over  the 
Magistrates  in  boroughs  or  counties. 
This  must  be  understood,  for  it  is  the 
essence  of  our  government  that  the 
Executive  does  not  control  the  Msgis- 
trates,  and  the  great  complaint  of  the 
administration  in  Ireland  is  that  they  do. 
The  independence  of  the  Magistrates  of  the 
Secretaiy  of  State  is  to  be  borne  in  mind. 
Though  the  Magisterial  Authorities  are 
not  bound  to  accept  the  declaration  of 
the  Home  Office,  they  are  very  much 
disposed  to  follow  the  advice  which  the 
Home  Secretary  is  in  a  position  to  give. 
Very  often,  in  former  times.  Magistrates, 
findmg  themselves  in  a  difficulty,  used 
to  consult  the  Home  Office,  and  the 
Home  Office  consulted  the  Law  officers. 
For  a  good  many  years  before  I  had  to 
do  with  these'  matters,  Idtw  ofiBceis  had 
expressed  the  opinion  that  if  a  breadi  of 
the  peace  was  threatened  by  a  counter 
meeting,  then  the  Magistrates  could 
prevent  both  meetings.  This  opinion  was 
acted  upon  in  many  instances,  for  instance, 
inliverpool,  when  there  were  Orange  pro- 
cessions and  counter  Catholic  proces- 
sions oiganised,  also  in  Glasgow  and 
elsewhere.  Successive  Home  Secretaries 
had  advised  Magistrates  so  to  act.  I 
was  consulted  by  the  Basingstoke 
Magistrates.  At  Basingstoke,  it  will  be 
remembered,  the  Salvationists  used  to 
hold  meetings  every  Sunday,  and  they 
were  attacked  by  the  Skeleton  Army, 
who  were  practically  publicans.  The 
Magistrates  o|  Basingstoke,  who  had  an 
insufficient  number  of  police  at  th^ 
disposal,  consulted  the  Home  Office. 
This  is  my  recollection  of  what  took 
place  years  ago,  but  the  House  must  take 
it  cum  grano  talis.  I  gave  the  advice 
formerly  given  to  Liverpool,  Glasgow, 
and  other  places.  In  these  ciicam- 
stances,  the  question  arose  whether  the 
meetings  of  the  Salvationists  were  lawful ; 
and  in  June,  1882,  in  the  case  of  "  Beatij 
V.  Gillbank,"  the  Court  held  that  the 
course  taken  in  prohibiting  the  Salva- 
tionists' meetings  was  not  justified  bf 
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law,  and  that  aa  assembly  lawful 
in  itself  did  not  become  unlawful 
because  it  was  likelj  to  be  attacked  and 
interfered  with.  Since  that  decision, 
jthere  has  been  no  farther  doubt  as  to 
the  law.  I  remember  at  that  time  I 
thought  it  was  rather  inconvenient,  as 
these  difficulties  were  likely  to  arise  iu 
many  places,  and,  if  I  recollect  rif^ht,  we 
sent  down  a  force  to  protect  the  original 
meeting  against  attack.  The  law,  how- 
«yer,  was  settled  beyond  doubt,  and  I 
hope,  after  this  Debate,  the  point  will  not 
have  to  be  raised  again.  I  attribute  no- 
thing to  the  Magistrates,  except  a  want  of 
clear  understandingof  the  lawsolaiddown. 
I  do  not  understand  what  was  the  ground 
of  the  Magistrates' alarm  at  Northampton. 
I  am  reminded  of  the  stoiy  of  the  man 
on  board  ship,  who,  when  a  breeze  sprang 
up,  asked  the  captain  if  there  was  any 
fear,  and  received  the  reply,  "  Yes,  a 
great  deal  of  fear,  but  no  danger."  If 
the  Publican  Party  and.  the  Temperance 
Party  agreed  among  themselves  to  dis- 
onss  this  matter  there  was  no  reason 
in  that  why  the  Magistrates  should 
have  apprehended  a  breach  of  the 
peace.  There  seems  to  have  been  an  un- 
founded fear  on  the  part  of  the  Magis- 
trates. This  need  not  be  discussed  as  a 
Party  question;  but  I  hope  the  dis- 
cussion will  make  it  clear  to  Magistrates 
that  if  a  body  of  people  call  a  lawful 
meeting  it  does  not  become  unlawful 
because  some  other  body  choose  to 
threaten  to  disturb  it 

*(6.16.)  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
(Sir  R.  Websteb,  Isle  of  Wight)  :  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  intervene 
at  any  length,  because  I  am  pleased  to 
find  myself  for  once  in  entire  agreement 
with  the  ri^ht  hon.  Member  for  Derby, 
Before  reminding  the  House  that  there 
was  no  need  to  make  this  a  Party  ques- 
tion the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
might  have  waited  until  there  was  some 
indication  of  an  attempt  to  make  it  a 
Forty  question ;  and  the  only  way  in 
which  it  could  be  made  such  would  be 
by  suggesting  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, or  the  Home  Secretary,  were  in 
some  way  responsible  for  this  act  of  the 
local  Magistrates.  There  is,  however, 
no  ground  for  the  suggestion  that,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  Home  Secre- 
tary or  anyone  representing  the  Govern- 
ment had  anything  to  do  with  the  meet- 
ing, or  in  any  way  endorsed  what  has 


been  done.  The  interruptions  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  J.  E. 
Ellis)  seemed  to  indicate  an  idea  that 
the  Home  Secretary  was  at  fault 
because,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment, 
he  was  not  prepared  with  more  preoiae 
information,  but  this  implies  a  control  of 
the  Home  Office  which  does  not  exist. 
As  to  the  state  of  the  law,  I  understand, 
as  I  have  formerly  stated  in  the  House, 
that  for  40  years  the  law  has  been  that 
a  meeting  called  for  an  illegal  purpose, 
or  attempting  or  threatening  to  do  illegal 
acts,  or  causing  terror  among,  or  giving 
reasonable  grounds  of  terror  to,  persons 
in  the  neighbourhood,  is  an  illegal  meet- 
ing. The  passage  from  the  judgment  of 
Mr.  Justice  Field  is  practically  to  the 
same  efEect  According  to  Hawkins's 
Pleas  of  the  Crotvn,  any  meeting  what- 
ever of  a  great  number  of  peoplis, 
attended  with  such  circumstances  of 
terror  as  may  endanger  the  public  peace, 
or  raise  fears  among  the  King's  subjects, 
may  truly  be  called  an  unlawful  assembly. 
I  do  not  know  what  may  have  led  to  the 
advice  given  at  the  time  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Derby  was  Home  Secretary, 
but  I  entirely  agree  with  ithe  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  exposition  of  the  law,  that  a 
lawful  meeting  does  not  become  unlaw- 
ful because  certain  persons  express  an 
intention  of  interfering  with  it.  No 
ground  such  as  that  would  make  a  meet- 
unlawful  ;  and  it  is  a  mistake  to  be  under 
any  such  apprehension.  Nor  does  a 
meeting  become  unlawful  because  a 
Secretary  of  State,  or  a  Magistxate,  or  a 
Public  Authority  thinks  fit  to  call  it  so. 
It  depends  upon  the  character  of  the 
meeting ;  it  depends  upon  the  real  facts 
of  the  case,  and  not  upon  the  opinion  of 
any  one  individual.  In  my  opinion, 
taking  the  facts  as  stated  by  the  senior 
Member  for  Northampton,  the  proclama- 
tion issued  was  an  unlawful.proclamation. 
There  were  no  circumstances  to  justify 
the  Magistrates  in  issuing  such  a  pro- 
olamatien.  Whatever  might  have  been 
their  own  view  of  the  law,  there  were 
clearly  no  circumstances  to  justify  the 
issuing  of  the  proclamation. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  I  did  state, 
quoting  from  a  newspaper,  that  the 
Magistrates  did  have  certain  evidence 
submitted  to  them  on  affidavit  or  other- 
wise. 

•Sib  R.  WEBSTER:    I  have  no  im- 
formatiou  on  that.    But  on  the  state- 
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ment  of  the  hoD.  Member  for  Northamp- 
ton there  was  no  justification  for  the 
issue  of  the  proclamation.  Somewhat 
nnnecesarilj  the  jonior  Member  for 
Northampton  introduced  the  question  of 
there  being  some  distinction  in  this 
matter  between  the  law  of  England  and 
that  of  Ireland.  I  know  of  no  such  dis- 
tinction in  the  law  [An  hon.  Meubeb  :  Or 
the  practice] — nor  in  the  practice.  The  law 
was  correctly  laid  down  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Attorney  G«neral  for  Ireland, 
on  the  9th  of  June  in  the  present  year, 
when  he  stated  that  hon.  Members  who 
thought  otherwise  must  have  in  their 
minds  the  Crimes  Act  of  1882,  and  not 
the  existing  state  of  the  law,  and  that 
under  the  present  system  of  coercion,  as 
it  is  styled,  in  Ireland  the  law  of  public 
meeting  is  absolutely  identical  with  the 
law  of  public  meeting  in  Eugland.  I 
wish  simply  to  enter  my  protest  against 
the  argument  used,  which  does  not  bear 
upon  the  action  of  the  Northampton 
Magistrates. 

(6.22.)  Me  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) : 
From  an  Irish  point  of  view  it  is  not  to 
be  regretted  that  this  incident  has 
arisen.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Northamp- 
ton Magistrates  in  this  instance  have 
been  led  to  adopt  the  course  they  have 
taken,  and  which  is  now  condemned  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  simply  by  study- 
ing the  answers  given  in  this  House  by 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  by 
noticing  the  fact  that,  across  the  water 
in  Ireland,  where  so  many  things  are  so 
much  better  done  than  in  this  country, 
the  law  is  held  to  be  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Exe- 
cutive that  it  is  absolutely  vrithin  the 
discretion  of  Magistrates  to  proclaim  a 
meeting  or  not.  The  Northampton  Magis- 
trates naturally  though  t  they  were  justified 
in  prohibiting  this  meeting,  and  possibly 
expacted  the  same  degree  of  support  from 
the  Home  Secretary  as  the  Mtigistrates 
of  Ireland  receive  from  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. Therefore,  I  think  it  is  not  at  all 
a  l»d  incident,  both  from  the  fact  that  it 
has  given  the  people  of  this  country  a 
slight  touch  of  what  goes  on  in  Ireland, 
and  because  it  brings  into  high  relief  the 
contrast  between  the  way  in  which  Irish 
Members  are  met  when  they  make  com- 
plaint of  arbitrary  acts  of  this  kind, 
and  the  tone  and  temper  with  which 
similar  complaints  are  met  when  they 
are  raised  in  respect  to  Magistrates  in 
SirB.  Webster 


England,  who  are  independent  of  the 
Executive,  by  an  English  Member.  I 
have  no  doubt,  and  never  had  a  doubt, 
notwithstanding  the  sneer  of  the  Attorney 
General  that  the  law  in  Ireland  is  exaot^ 
the  same  as  the  law  in  England,  with 
regard  to  this  matter.  I  have  no  inten- 
tion of  transgressing  the  BuJes  of  Order 
by  referring  to  the  state  of  things  in 
Inland,  but  as  the  Attorney  General 
introduced  the  question  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  that  what  we  complain  of  is  not 
the  law  but  the  administration  of  the 
law.  What  we  complain  of  is  that  we 
do  not  get  the  benefit  of  the  law  in  Ire- 
land, whereas  in  this  country,  from  the 
tone  of  the  Home  Secretary  and  the 
Attorney  General,  it  is  extremely  likely 
that  English  people  will  not  again  veiy 
soon  be  treated  in  this  manner.  At  the 
same  time,  in  referring  to  what  has 
occurred  at  Northampton,  I  feel  bonnd 
to  say  that  I  do  not  take  the  Bame 
roseate  view  of  the  situation  as  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  They  gladly 
welcomed  the  appeal  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  not  to  treat  this  as 
a  Party  question,  but,  although  I  have 
not  been  in  Northampton  recently,  and 
am  not  acquainted  with  local  details,  I 
cannot  think  there  is  a  total  want  of 
connection  between  the  fact  that  Hm 
borough  Magistrates  are  supporters  of 
the  Government  and  the  fact  that  the 
meeting  was  to  be  held  in  opposition  to 
Government  policy,  and  upon  what  is 
an  extremely  sore  point  to  the  Cktvem- 
ment.  I  must  say  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  has  done  good 
public  service  in  bringing  this  matter 
under  the  notioe  of  the  House  when  we 
consider  that  it  may  not  be  an  isolated 
act,  but  part  of  a  policy^  for  did  we 
not  see  in  this  Metropolis  determined 
efEorts  made  to  break  up  the  prooea- 
sion,  and  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  meeting  held  in  Hyde  Park  about 
a  fortnight  ago,  and  the  same  thing,  as 
I  am  informed,  has  been  done  on  otiier 
occasions.  I  consider  it  as  part  of  a 
policy,  an  attempt,  at  a  very  great  dis- 
tance, and  in  a  feeble  way,  to  imitate  the ' 
policy  of  the  Irish  Executive,  by  usin^ 
the  power  of  the  Executive  in  &vour  of 
one  Party,  and  in  trying  to  prevent  a 
public  expression  of  opinion  against  the 
Government  policy,  and  I  thmk  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  find  that  by  the 
attempt  to  introduce  the  methods  of  Ire- 
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land  into  this  conntiy  they  will  not 
assist  their  Party  and  smooth  the  passage 
of  their  Bill  in  this  Honse.  It  seems  to 
me  a  strong  and  instmctiTO  illustration 
of  the  truth  of  the  old  adage,  "EyU 
oommnnications  cormpt  good  manners." 
It  will  he  foand  impossiUe  to  carry  on 
a  system  of  persistent  repression  of 
pahhc  meeting  in  Ireland  and  persistent 
suppression  of  the  right  of  free  speech 
there  without  affording  people  in 
authority  in  this  country  the  tempta- 
tion to  meet  popular  excitement  here  in 
times  of  political  crisis  by  a  similar 
evil  action. 

(6.30.)  Mr.  LABOUCHBRB  :  As  my 
object  in  moving  the  Motion  has  been 
entirely  fulfilled,  I  now  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


LOCAL     TAXATION     (CTJSTOMS     AND 
BXdSE)  DUTIES  BILL.— (No.  244.) 

coioarrKE. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 
•Thi  first  lord  of  the  TREASURY 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Strand,  Westminster) : 
Mr.  Speaker,  before  we  proceed  to  enter 
upon  the  Orders  of  the  Day  I  think  it 
only  right  to  refer  briefly  to  the  very 
grave  and  important  observations  which 
fell  from  you  a  few  minutes  ago  in 
answer  to  ttie  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy).  Sir,  we 
cannot  be  indifferent  to  any  expression 
of  opinion  which  falls  from  the  Chair  on 
matters  of  constitutional  importaoqe, 
especially  when  such  opinion  is  expressed 
for  the  guidance  and  information  of  the 
House.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
Government  most  carefully  to  consider 
the  observations  which  fell  from  you. 
Sir,  in  answer  to  the  questions  addressed 
to  yon ;  and,  in  order  that  we  may  have 
time  to  do  so,  we  do  not  propose  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  consideration  of  this  Bill 
this  evening.  On  Thursday  I  propose  to 
state  to  the  House  the  course  which  the 
Oovemment  will  take  with  regard  to 
those  provisions  of  the  Bill  to  which  your 
attention  was  drawn  this  evening. 

Committee  deferred  till  Thursday. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  284.) 

SECOND  BEADDfO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

*Thb    PRESIDENT    of    the    LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Tower    Hamlets,    St.    George's),    rising 
amid  cheers,  said :  I  hope  I  may  interpret 
that    cheer  as  indicative  of  a  general 
acceptance  of  the  measure  of  which  I  am 
about  to  move  the  Second  Reading.     I 
do  not  think  that  any  lengthy  recom- 
mendation will  be  necessary  of  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  the  amendment  of  the  law  re- 
lating to  the   housing  of  the  working 
classes.     There  is  a  general  concensus  of 
opinion  that  the  amendment  and  consoli- 
dation of  the  law  with  reference  to  the 
housing  of  the   working  classes  is  re- 
quired, and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  con- 
siderable complication  of  the  law  on  this 
important  subject  exists.     Even  if  the 
law  itself  were  in  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion, the  fact  that  the  law  can  only  be 
discovered  after  a  careful  study  of  many 
Statutes  would  be  a  8u£Scient  justification 
for  the  Government  to  undertake   the 
consolidation  of  the  law.     The  next  Bill 
on   the  Paper  is   the   Housing  of   the 
Working  Classes  Acts  Consolidation  Bill, 
and  the  G^ovemment  might  have  con- 
tented themselves  with  the  consolidation 
of  the  law,  leaving  its  amendment  to  be 
dealt  with  afterwards.     There  is  much 
to  be  said  from  that  point  of  view ;  bat, 
on  the  other  hand,  most  hon.  Members 
will  admit  that  it  is  much  more  satisfac- 
tory for  the  Government  to  present  an 
Amendment  Bill  at  the  same  tmie  as  a 
Consolidation  Bill.     If  the  House  gives 
its  assent  to  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
two  Bills,  then  the  most  convenient  mode 
of  dealing  with  the  question  would  be  to 
refer  both  Bills  to  a  Grand  Committee, 
with  the  instruction  that  (hay  should  be 
consolidated  at  once.     Looking  to  the 
fact  that  the   law  is  complicated,  and 
to  the  technical  nature  of  the  discussion 
which  will  be  raised,  the  machinery  of  a 
Grand  Committee  would  be  much  better 
adapted  to  deal  with  the   Bills  than  a 
Committee    of    the   whole    House.      A 
number  of  hon.  Members  specially  in- 
teresteid  in  the  matter  will  be  placed  on 
the    Committee.     I    think    there    is    a 
gfeneral  concurrence  of  opinion  that  the 
existing  law  is  most  difficult,  complicated, 
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and  obscure,  and,  if  for  no  other  pnrpose, 
it  is  urgently  required  that  the  procedure 
under  the  Acts  now  in  force  should  be 
greatly  simplified.  To  show  this  I  will 
indicate  the  mode  of  procedure  under 
Torrens's  Acts  from  1868  to  1885,  and 
the  procedure  proposed  by  the  Bill 
before  the  House.  Under  the  former 
Acts  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  re- 
ported to  the  Local  Authorities  if  he  con- 
sidered any  premises  dangerous  to  health 
and  unfit  for  human  habitation.  This 
Report  was'  referred  to  the  surveyor  or 
engineer,  who,  in  his  turn,  reported  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  evil  and  the  remedy  for 
it,  and  as  to  whether  or  not  it  was 
possible  to  put  the  premises  into  a  fit 
condition  for  human  habitation.  Copies 
of  both  Reports  had  to  be  laid  before 
the  owner  of  the  premises,  who  might 
object  before  the  Local  Authorities. 
Supposing  the  ol^ections  were  overruled, 
there  was  an  appeal  from  the  Local 
Authority  to  Quarter  Sessions,  and  if  the 
decision  there  were  in  accordance  with 
the  decision  of  the  Local  Authorities, 
plans  and  specifications  of  all  the  work 
suggested  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  the 
surveyor  or  engineer  had  to  be  pre- 
pared ;  and  then,  again,  the  owner  was 
allowed  to  raise  objections  before  the 
Local  Authorities  and  Quarter  Sessions. 
It  is  evident  that  all  this  machinery  has 
the  effect  of  enormously  delaying  any 
action  with  regard  to  unhealthy  dwell- 
ings, and  provides  a  loophole  through 
which  many  owners  of  insanitary  dwell- 
ings escape.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be 
wondered  at  that  the  Acts  existing  are, 
to  a  large  extent,  inoperative.  The  Bill 
proposes  a  much  simpler  method  of  pro- 
cedure. It  is  made  an  absolute  duty  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  report  to 
the  Local  Authorities  any  premises 
injurious  to  health  and  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ;  and  it  is  also  made  the  abso- 
lute duty  of  the  Local  Authorities  to 
order  proper  periodical  surveys  to  be 
made  of  their  district,  with  the  view  of 
seeing  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
fulfils  his  duty.  In  explicit  terms  the 
Bill  imposes  upon  the  Local  Authorities 
the  duty  of  seeing  that  there  are  no 
unhealthy  dwellings  in  their  localities. 
When  it  is  ascertained  that  there  aite 
dwellings  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
there  will  arise  under  the  Bill  no  ques- 
tion of  the  interference  of  surveyors,  or 
of  the  provision  by  the  Local  Authorities 
J/r.  Bitchie 


of  plans  and  specifications  of  what  is 
wanted  to  put  the  premises  into  repair. 
The  Bill  assumes  that  the  owner  is  wholly 
responsible,  and  if  the  house  is  de<dared 
to  be  injurious  to  health  and  not  properly 
habitable,  the  owner  is  bound  to  find  out 
himself  what  is  to  be  done,  and  to  do  ife 
within  a  limited  time.  If  tho  repairs 
are  not  undertaken  within  this  lizoiteii 
time,  the  house  may  be  damoIiBhed. 
Another  question  dealt  with  by  the  BiU 
is  that  of  obstructive  buildings.  Some 
doubt  has  arisen  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  words  "  obstructive  building "  in 
the  Artisans'  Dwellings  Act  of  1882. 
The  Bill  before  the  House  considerably 
extends  the  meaning  of  the  words,  and 
further,  gives  powers  for  the  forming  of 
schemes  which  will  be  intermediate 
between  the  larger  schemes  of  the  Cross 
Acts  and  the  smaller  schemes  of  the 
Torrens  Acts.  Many  areas  are  not  large 
enough  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Cross 
Acts,  and  are  too  large  to  be  dealt  with 
under  Torrens's  Acts.  The  Bill  proposes 
that  a  Local  Authority,  when  buildings 
have  been,  declared  unfit  for  human 
habitation  or  obstructive,  may  proceed 
to  take  measures,  not  only  for  dealing 
with  the  obstructive  buildings,  but  to 
make  a  scheme  taking  in  some  of  the 
surrounding  dwellings  with  the  view  of 
the  clearing  away  of  courts  and  alleys, 
and  bringing  light  and  air  into  the 
localities  so  as  to  make  them  more  fit  for 
human  habitation  than  would  be  other- 
wise possible.  There  is  a  point  in  the 
Bill  which  I  think  will  render  it  pecu- 
liarly acceptable  to  hou,  G«ntleman  who 
represent  London  constituencies.  Great 
complaints  have  been  made  of  the  un- 
willingness of  Vestriesand  District  Boards 
of  Works  to  put  in  force  the  law  with 
regard  to  dwellings  of  this  character.  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  either  to  con- 
demn or  defend  the  action  of  such  bodies, 
but  in  a  town  like  London  every  district 
is  interested  in  tho  good  health  of 
every  other  district,  and  the  Central 
Authority  ought  to  have  the  power 
to  act  if  they  are  satisfied  that  tiie 
Local  Authorities  are  n^lecting  their 
duty.  Therefore,  where  it  is  shown 
to  the  London  County  ConncU  that 
Local  Authorities  are  neglecting  to  deal 
with  unhealthy  areas  within  their 
localities,  the  County  Council  will  have 
power  to  take  over  the  duties  of  the 
Local  Authority.      This  power  has  been 
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asked  for  1^  the  London  Connty  Coancil 
for  good  and  sufScient  reason,  as  I  think, 
and  we  are  glad  to  take  advantage  of  the 
existence  of  a  body  representing  the 
whole  of  the  inhabitMita  of  London  and 
to  charge  them  with  this  particular  duty 
in  connection  with  the  varlotiB  areas 
which  constitute  the  Metropolis.  The 
Government  have  also  endeavoured  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  compensatign 
in  the  Bill.  A  g^ood  many  efforts  have 
been  made  to  reduce  the  amount  payable 
to  owners  of  property  which  is  to  be 
removed  because  of  its  unhealthy  condi- 
tion, and  I  venture  to  think  there  is  not 
a  Member  in  the  House  who  will  not 
welcome  any  fair  and  reasonable  scheme 
which  will  cut  down  to  a  minimum  the 
money  payable  to  owners  of  property 
who  grossly  neglect  their  duty  in  regard 
to  their  proper^.  Of  course,  I  draw  a 
wide  distinction  between  this  kind  of 
property  and  houses  taken,  not  because 
they  are  in  an  unsanitary  condition, 
but  because  they  are  required  ii^. 
Older  to  make  other  parts  of  the  dis- 
trict inhabitable.  I  will,  of  course,  give 
every  reasonable  consideration  to  the 
case  of  owners  whose  property  may  be 
required  for  the  improvment  of  a  locality, 
but  I  will  have  no  mercy  on  those  owners 
who  allow  their  property  to  get  into  such 
a  condition  as  to  be  a  danger  to  the 
health  of  a' locality.  By  Clause  15  it  is 
provided  with  regard  to  compensation 
that  the  arbitrator  is  to  take  evidence  on 
three  points,  first,  as  to  whether  the 
rental  of  the  premises  has  been  enhanced 
by  reason  of  their  being  so  over- 
crowded as  to  be  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  the  health  of  the  inmates ;  secondly,  as 
to  whether  the  premises  are  in  a  state  of 
defective  sanitation  or  are  not  in  reason- 
ably good  repair ;  and,  thirdly,  whether 
the  premises  are  unfit  and  not  reasonably 
capable  of  being  made  fit  for  human 
habitation.  I  think  it  will  be  found  that 
the  Government  have  gone  as  far  as  they 
possibly  can  in  drawing  a  line  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  compensation,  but  I  may 
add  thftt  if  hon.  Members  can  suggest 
additional  words  which  will  better  carry 
oat  this  object  we  shall  be  prepared 
to  accept  them.  We  have  also  made 
Bonae  provision  with  the  view  of  reducing 
the  cost  of  arbitration,  and  we  further 
provide  for  the  payment  to  tenants  of  a 
reasonable  sum,  with  a  view  of  enabling 
them  the  better  to  obey  the  order  to 


remove  from  the  condemned  and  unsani- 
tary premises.  We  have  also  thought  it 
right  to  impose  penalties  on  owners  who 
take  part  in  deliberations  with  regard  to 
premises  in  which  they  are  interested. 
It  is,  undoubtedly,  a  great  scandal  that 
men  should  be  allowed  to  decide  ques- 
tions of  the  kind  in  such  circumstances. 
I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that 
the  Government  have  approached  this 
subject  with  a  view  to  simplifying  and 
insuring  the  operation  of  the  law,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  reasonably  consider 
the  proposal  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Grand 
Committee.  In  this  way  we  hope  to  make 
the  law  more  operative,  and  to  take  pre- 
caution that,  as  far  as  London,  at  any 
rate,  is  concerned,  the  Local  Authorities 
shall  be  made  to  do  their  duty  by  em- 
powering the  higher  authority  to  step 
in  where  the  Local  Authority  is  in  fault. 
I  beg,  Sir,  to  move  the  Second  B«ading 
of  this  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (J/r.  Ritchie.) 

•(6.56.)  SiE  WALTEE  FOSTER 
(Derby,  Ilkeston) :  I  have  to  con- 
gratulate the  right  hon.  Gontleman 
on  the  introduction  of  the  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said  that  the 
law  is  diflBcnlt,  complicated,  and  obscure, 
but,  what  is  worse  than  all,  the  law  is  prac- 
tically inoperative.  The  evil  which  arises 
from  the  defects  in  the  law  affects  not 
only  great  communities  like  London,  but 
also  rural  districts.  I  am  glad  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  amend 
the  law  as  well  as  to  consolidate  it.  But 
I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  this 
Government,  who  have  been  wasting 
the  time  of  the  Honse  in  the  considera- 
tion of  the  question  of  the  endowment  of 
public  houses,  should  not  have  earlier 
brought  before  the  Honse  a  Bill  which 
is  likely  to  be  of  so  much  more  advan- 
tage to  the  community  at  large.  The 
proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
refer  the  Bill  to  a  Grand  Committee 
appears  to  be  the  quickest  way  of  getting 
the  Bill  forward  at  this  period  of  the 
Session.  I  do  not  think  the  Bill  ought 
to  stop  at  the  demolition  of  unhealthy 
houses.  There  ought  to  be  some  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  to  force  the 
owners  to  put  up  other  houses, 
as  I  think  people  ought  not  to 
be  driven  from  the  districts  in  which 
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.thej  live.  This  is  especiallj  necessary 
in  mral  districts,  because  it  is  most 
ondesirable  that  people  should  be  driven 
from  rural  districts  into  the  already  over 
crowded  towns.  We  want  to  keep  them 
in  the  country.  There  ought  to  be  some 
power  compelling  the  owner  where  in- 
.sanitary  houses  are  demolished,  to  put 
4ip  other  houses  in  their  place,  in  oider 
to  keep  the  people  in  the  same  locality  ; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  clause  for 
the  demolition  of  insanitary  houses  is 
not  accompanied  by  some  snch  provision. 
In  some  cases  the  owners  of  these 
bad  houses  prefer  to  see  them  demolished, 
because  they  say  it  will  not  pay  them 
io  repair.  If  cottages  are  reported  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Locftl  Authority  to 
.order  the  building  of  proper  dwellings, 
either  at  the  public  cost  or  at  the 
.expense  of  the  owner.  The  sum  of 
£350,000  has  been  mentioned  very 
often  of  late  in  this  House,  and  there 
seems  to  be  considerable  diflSculty  in 
disposing  of  it.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
Oovemment  that  they  could  hardly 
•do  a  more  popular  thing  than  to  make  it 
the  nucleus  of  a  fund  for  the  better 
housing  of  the  poorer  people  in  the 
rural  districts  as  well  as  in  the  towns. 
With  regard  to  obstructive  buildings,  I 
think  the  Ck>yernment  are  taking  a  wise 
and  beneficial  course  in  asking  for 
power  to  remove  obstructions ;  in  most 
<;ases,  the  obstructions  are  not  to  be  got 
rid  of  by  little  peddling  and  tinkering 
arrangfements  snch  as  have  had  to  be 
resorted  to  in  the  past.  The  proposal 
of  the  Government  will  be  very  valuable 
in  decreasing  the  mortality  of  the  districts 
in  which  it  is  applied.  It  will  enable 
the  authorities  to  deal  with  blocks  of 
insanitary  dwellings — ^rookeries  as  they 
are  called,  and  which  are  the  centres 
from  which  disease  spreads.  In  the 
crowded  parts  of  the  Metropolis,  and  of 
other  large  towns,  the  mortality  is  con- 
.siderably  greater  than  in  the  parts  of 
towns  where  there  are  more  open 
.spaces.  What  we  want  for  the  benefit 
of  the  younger  growing  population  are 
open  spaces.  We  want  playgrounds  for 
the  children  nearer  the  blocks  of  build- 
ings in  which  they  dwell.  Under 
£uch  a  scheme  as  sketched  out  in  a  few 
words  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemsm  a 
.great  and  salutary  reform  might  be 
effected  in  this  direction.  I  hope  in  the 
Sir  Walter  FosUr 


discussion  of  this  Bill  in  Grand  Com- 
mittee other  points  may  be  incorporated 
which  will  make  this  a  great  measure  ioe 
the  well-being  and  sanitary  improvement 
of  the  condition  of  the  people. 

(7.2.)  Sib  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby) : 
I  wish  to  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  serener  atmosphere  in 
which  we  find  ourselves  on  this  BilL 
We  are  really  like  storm-tossed  way- 
farers, struggling  through  clouds  and 
darkness,  and  thunder  and  lightning, 
and,  at  last  mounting  the  hill, 
finding  ourselves  under  the  blue  sky. 
Of  course,  we  shall  do  what  we  can  to 
assist  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  cany 
this  Bill,  and,  if  it  needs  improvement, 
to  improve  it.  This  and  similar  measures 
are  useful  Bills  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  House  of  Commons  and  of  the 
coiintry,  and  I  would  suggest  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  should 
give  the  preference  in  what  remains  of 
the  Session  to  measures  of  this  character 
rather  than  to  those  of  a  more  con- 
troversial nature.  I  have  no  objection 
to  controversy  myself  ;  I  rather  like  it. 
But  there  are  times  for  all  things,  and 
the  month  of  July  being  a  hot  month  is 
not  suited  to  controversy.  When  yon 
want  to  have  highly  controversial 
measures  it  is  more  convenient  to  take 
them  in  the  early  part  of  the  Session. 
Therefore,  I  hope  the  Government,  in 
the  re-consideration  of  their  position, 
will  remember  that  besides  this  there  are 
other  measures  which  are  not  of  a  con- 
troversial character,  but  lai^ly  beneficia^ 
to  the  country,  to  which  they  might 
devote  their  energies.  That  is  a  course 
I  have  long  advised.  There  seems  a 
fikvonrable  opportunity  of  taking  that 
course,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  pursued. 
I  have  nothing  to  say  upon  this  Bill 
except  to  give  my  assent  to  the  proposal 
it  makes.  I  do  not  imagine  that  it 
raises  any  great  conflict  of  opinion.  It 
is  a  subject  upon  which  many  Gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  Honse  have  had 
large  experience,  having  taken  great 
interest  in  it  for  many  years.  They  may 
be  able  to  offer  the  Government  assist- 
ance and  suggestions  of  various  kinds, 
and  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be 
gladly  accepted.  In  that  manner  I  hope 
a  most  useful  measure  will  be  passed 
that  will  be  of  benefit  to  all  classes  of  the 
community. 
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<7.10.)  SiE  R.  LETHBRIDGE  (Ken- 
sington, N.) :  Sir,  I  desire  to  join  the 
Awo  right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
hftve  JTUt  addressed  the  Honse,  in  con- 
gratnlattng  the  Goyemment  and  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  particular, 
•on  the  Bill  which  he  has  introduced 
■vith  so  much  ability  and  clearness. 
Though  the  Bill  interests  all  classes  of 
the  communiiy,  it  is  especially  interest 
OBg  to  Metropolitan  Members.  There  is 
no  part  of  the  country,  I  suppose, 
which  will  derive  greater  benefit  from 
this  measure  than  will  London,  where 
there  are  "rookeries,"  the  unsanitary 
condition  of  which  is  such  that  the 
people  living  in  them  have  no  fair  chance 
of  thriving.  I  join  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite  in  especially  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  the  im- 
portance of  providing  under  this  Bill  for 
the  establishment  of  open  spaces  or 
playgrounds  for  the  children  of  the 
poor  in  the  more  crowded  parts  of  the 
Metropolis.  That  is  a  question  which 
lias  long  attracted  the  attention  of  all 
who  live  in  the  Metropolis  and  who 
«are  for  the  well-being  of  the  people  in 
it.  I  would  venture  to  suggest  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  that  it  would  be  well, 
for  the  purpose  of  elaborating  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  in  this  and  any  other 
particular,  if  he  would  consent,  when- 
«ver  this  Bill  comes  to  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  to  add  to 
the  Committee  some  of  those  Metro- 
politan Members  who  are  especially  in- 
terested in  this  question. 

•(7.15.)  Eabl  COMPTON  (York,  W.  R., 
Bamsley) :  I  should  like  to  say,  on  be- 
half of  the  London  County  Council, 
of  the  Housing  of  the  Poor  Committee 
of  which  I  am  Chairman,  that  we 
welcome  the  action  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  \vith  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion. I  daresay  the  House  is  not  aware 
that  the  County  Council,  after  due  deli- 
beration, approached  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Vdmment,  and  placed  before  the  Home 
Secretary  their  views  with  regard  to 
Torrens'  Act.  They  were  received,  and 
their  arguments  were  listened  to,  and,  so 
far  as  I  can  judge,  the  suggestions  then 
made  have  been  adopted  and  put  into 
the  Bill.  Therefore,  I  wish  to  express 
thanks,  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council, 
for  the  action  taken  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  It  must  be  evident  to 
VOL.  CCCXLV.    [thibd  semes.] 


those  who  have  studied  the  question  of 
dwellings  for  the  poorer  classes  in  London 
and  throughout  the  country  that  there 
exists  a  kind  of  chaos  in  the  law  which 
cannot  be  described.  I  am  well  aware 
that  it  is  usual  to  complain  that  the 
Vestries  and  Local  Authorities  have 
neglected  their  duty,  and  that  that  is  the 
reason  why  this  question  has  become  a 
burning  one.  Although  I  have  taken 
some  part  in  the  abuse  ai  certain  Vestries 
and  Local  Authorities,  I  have  never  held 
them  up  to  public  censure,  for  I  cannot 
blame  them  for  not  understanding  the 
veiy  complex  law  on  the  subject.  I 
am  extremely  glad  that  this  BiU  is 
going  to  bo  submitted  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Law.  It  is  much 
the  best  plan  the  Government  can 
pursue,  and  both  the  Amendment  Bill 
and  the  Consolidation  Bill  should  be 
before  that  Committee.  It  would  be 
extremely  difficult  for  the  Committee  to 
incorporate  the  Amendment  Bill  into  the 
Consolidation  Bill  until  the  Amendment 
Bill  has  been  passed  by  the  House. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE :  I  have  prepared  the 
Consolidation  Bill,  which  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  with  the 
Amendments  in  the  Amendment  Bill 
included.  The  Grand  Committee  will 
first  have  the  Amendment  BUI,  and  then 
it  will  have  the  Consolidation  Bill. 

•Eabl  COMPTON :  I  think  that  will 
be  an  excellent  plan  ;  but  I  would  point 
out  that  until  the  Amendment  Bill  is 
passed,  I  do  not  see  any  particular 
necessity  for  passing  the  Consolidation 
Bill  even  this  Session.  Until  we  are 
quite  satisfied  as  to  the  Amendment  Bill, 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  practicable  to 
pass  the  Consolidation  Bill.  The  efEect 
of  the  Amendment  Bill  is  practically  to 
amend  Torrens'  Act.  It  does  not  touch 
Cross's  Act  at  all.  Torrens'  Act  has 
been  left  rather  on  one  side  for  a  long 
time.  The  reason  of  that  was  that  the 
Local  Authorities  in  trying  to  enf;jre  it 
fonnd  difficulties.  Appeals  were  carried 
against  them,  and  nothing  was  done,  and 
the  Act  has  been  more  or  less  a  dead 
letter.  I  am  personally  of  opinion, 
having  looked  into  this  question,  that  if 
we  can  get  this  Amendment  Bill  sb'ghtly 
altered,  we  shall  be  able  to  deal  with 
every  small  unsanitary  area  throughout 
the  whole  of  London  within  a  short 
space  of  time.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man alluded  to  the  subject  of  appeal  to 
3  T 
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Qaarter  Sessions,  and  that  was  one  of 
the  subjects  brought  before  the  Home 
Secretary,  and  it  will  have  to  be  decided 
in  Grand  Committee.  In  my  opinion,  the 
appeal  should  be  to  the  County  Councils, 
and  not  to  Quarter  Sessions,  and  when 
the  County  CouncU  is  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  Act,  that  appeal  should  be  to 
the  Local  Qovemment  Board.  Bat  the  im- 
portant part  of  this  Bill  is  Clause  2,  as  to 
buildings  unfit  for  human  habitat  ion.  One 
of  the  most  difficult  questions  medical 
officers  have  to  deal  with  is  the  defini- 
tion of  the  phrase  "unfit  for  human 
habitation."  They  have,  first  of  all,  to 
obtain  proof  that  there  had  been  fever 
or  death  before  they  can  condemn  a  build- 
ing. What  I  would  suggest  as  a  more  con- 
venient definition  is  "  unhealthy  dwell- 
ing." I  noticed  that  that  phrase  was 
used  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
throughout  his  speech. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE:  That  will  appear  in 
the  Sanitarv  Law  Amendment  Bill. 
Tiie  Consolidation  Bill  and  the  Amend- 
ment Bill  will  also  have  some  similar 
definition. 

•Eabl  COMPTON:  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  wiU  bring  forward  the 
Sanitary  Law  Amendment  Bill  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  that  he  will  pass  it  this 
Session.  I  am  sure  the  House  will  be 
glad  to  have  it  so ;  but  Amendments  wiU 
be  required  in  this  Act  under  discussion, 
in  order  to  include  dwellings  which  are, 
or  are  liable  to  be,  injurious  to  health. 
I  see,  with  r^ard  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  words  allude  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district. 
I  think  it  would  be  advisable,  for 
London,  that  "  Medical  Officer  "  should 
mean  either  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
County  Council  or  of  the  district.  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  this  will  not  be 
a  final  solution  of-  the  housing  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  Metropolis.  I 
agree  that  the  Bill  is  a  step,  and  a  valuable 
step,  forward,  and  that  it  will  do  an 
enormous  amount  of  good  that  has  been 
sought  for  years  past.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  the  decided  views  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  with  regard  to  ofEeuders,  not 
only  those  who  have  made  a  profit 
out  of  the  poorer  classes  of  property, 
but  the  landlords.  There  are  landlords 
who  look  well  after  their  tenants  in 
villages,  but  who  neglect  their  property 
in  London  and  the  large  towns.  I 
should  be  glad  if  we  could  bring  home 
Emi  Compton 


to  these  landlords  the  enormity  of  thmr 
sin  and  the  evil  which  they  have  inflicted 
upon  the  poorer  classes.  I  do  not  wish 
such  offenders  to  be  merely  fined.  I 
should  like  to  see  one,  of  them  im- 
prisoned for  three  or  four  weeks,  for  one 
of  the  greatest  sins  a  responsible  man 
can  be  guilty  of.  I  again  thank  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  having  brought 
in  this  Bill. 

•(7.20.)  Mr.  BARTLET  (Islington, 
N.) :  Sir,  I  noted  that  the  noble  Lord 
said  he  wished  to  lock  up  the  unfortanat» 
landlord. 

•Eaiu,  GOMPTON  :  Not  unfortunate. 

•Mb.  BARTLET:  Fortunate,  then; 
though  they  would  not  be  very  fortu- 
nate if  they  were  locked  up.  No  doubt 
some  of  these  men  are  trading  on  the 
misery  of  the  people — are  crowding 
them  into  unhealthy  dwellings  and  are 
making  large  profits.  But  those  who 
have  studied  the  habits  of  many-  of  the 
poorer  classes  must  know  that  a  large 
amount  of  the  unsanitary  condition  of  the 
houses  they  occupy  is  due  to  a  wantof  edu- 
cation and  knowledge  amongst  the  peojde 
themselves.  Whatlamafraidof  isthatif  it 
goes  forth  to  the  world  that  the  responsi- 
biUty  will  restsolely  with  the  landloi^,yDn 
will  really,  to  a  certain  extent,  under- 
mine the  interest  and  personal  action 
of  the  tenant  in  respect  of  maintaining 
healthy  conditions  of  living.  It  i» 
difficult  to  induce  these  persons  to  make 
use  of  sanitary  appliances  in  the  best 
possible  manner.  I  remember  going 
over  a  block  of  property  and  finding 
that  not  only  had  the  sanitary  appliances- 
not  been  made  use  of,  but  had  been  dis- 
arranged and  put  out  of  order.  What  I 
am  afraid  of  is  that  if  you  make  the- 
penalty  on  the  landlord  too  severe  yon 
destroy  the  active  interest  of  the  tenants 
in  their  surroundings.  I  believe  in  many 
parts  of  London  the  present  state  4^ 
affairs  is  most  unsatisfactory,  notwith- 
standing the  enormous  strides  of  the 
past  few  years.  But  what  I  wish  to 
point  out  is  that,  after  all,  the  Kmitazy 
condition  of  the  people  depends  not 
entirely  on  the  action  of  the  landlords, 
nor  of  persons  who  are  described  as 
house  farmers,  but  also  upon  the 
better  education  of  the  people,  and  upon 
their  improved  ideas.  I  should  be  ex- 
tremely Sony  if  any  legislation  sought  to 
impose  the  sole  responsibility  "upon  tlie 
landlord.     We  should  do  our  utmost  to 
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induce   the   people    themBslTOS    to  iin> 
prove   their  sanitaty  condition,  and  so 
elevate  their  mode  of  living. 
*(7.25.)  Mr.  LAWS0N(St.Pancra8,W.)  : 
Sir,   the  London  Liheral  Members,    of 
whom  I  am    one,  will    not    pass,  this 
BiU     altc^ther     without    Amendment, 
though  we  think  it  is  more  than  might 
have  been  expected  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,    who   used    to    think    that 
everything    turned   upon    vices  in  ad- 
ministration. We  think  the  Bill  will  be  a 
useful  step  in  social  reform.     We  hope 
that  it  will  be  amended  after  discussion 
in  Committee.     I  suppose  arrangements 
will   be   made   whereby    in   Committee 
Metiopolitan    Members    will    have     an 
opportunity  of  making  suggestions.     On 
that  understanding    we  are  thoroughly 
in  favour  of  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill.     We  hope  in  Committee  we  shall 
have  the  attendance  of  a  certain  nuniber 
of  lawyers  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
because   I  do  think   a  great   improve- 
ment   could    be    effected    by     a     sim- 
plification of  the  procedure  under  the 
different   Acts  for  the  housing  of   the 
working  classes.     My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Dumfries,  has  made,  a  sug- 
gestion   which    would    be    valuable    if 
incorporated  in  the  Bill.     It  is  notorious 
that   bye-laws    have  not    been  framed 
under  ihe  Sanitary  Act  of  1866  in  many 
parishes  and  divisions  of  the  Metropolis. 
I  do  not  think  in  this  Bill  there  is  any 
provision  as  to  that  point.      I  do  not 
think  the  County  Council  obtains,  under 
Clause  6,  powers  to  make  the  Local  Au- 
thority draw  up  bye- laws  under  the  Sani- 
tary Act.  That  would  naturally  come  into 
the  Sanitary  Law  Amendment  Bill,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  most  important  that  the 
Committee  should   have  all  these  Bills 
before  them  at  the  same  time.     Nobody 
recognises  more  than  we  do  the  immense 
importance  of  uniformity  of  administra- 
tion and  unity  of  control  in  London. 
That    is    what   we  are    wanting.     The 
County  Council  has  hardly  been  able  to 
do  anything  for  want  of  power ;   they 
have   no  power  to  give  their  Medical 
Officer    of   Health,    one    of  the   ablest 
throughout  the  length  and   breadth  of 
the    land,    the    supeivision    over    Local 
Authorities  which  he  demands.  I  believe 
a  good  deal  could  be  done  in  this  Bill 
tt»  reduce   the   cost  of  action.     Some- 
thing   would    be  accomplished  if    this 
clause   passed  into  law,   to  which  the 


right  hon.  G«ntleman  alluded  and  which 
would  prevent  some  scandals  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Artisans'  DweUings 
Act.     Still,  that  would  not  be  sufficient. 
I  can  conceive  other  cases  than  those 
enumerated  in  the  clause.     I  will  point, 
out  one — it  does   not  contemplate  the 
increased      profit      to      be     made     by 
using    a  house  for    immoral  piuposes.  ' 
There  are  a  great  many  cases  in  London  ' 
which  do  not  fall   under  the    present 
law,  and  in  which,  when  the  property- ' 
owner  is  bought  out,    he  puts  in  lus 
pocket  money  which  does  not  properly 
belong  to  him.     I  hope  we  shall  have 
no  repetition  of  cases  like  that  of. the 
black  spot  in  Whitechapel,  where  it  wa* 
impossible  to  buy  out.  the   owners  in 
consequence  of  the  enormous  sums ,  they  . 
were  able  to  make  because  they .  were 
putting  illicit  g^ins  into  their  pockets. 
I  admit  it  would  be  difficult  to  insert 
words  that  would  exactly  meet  these- 
cases  ;  but  I  think  that,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  legal  ability  that  will  pro- 
bably be  represented  on  the  Committee, 
we  ought  to  be  able  to  reduce  the  costs, 
which  is  really  the  g^at  point  at  issue. 
The  Local  Authority  will  not  move  as " 
long  as  they  find  that  50  percent,  of  their 
expenditure  is  thrown  away,  or,  worse, 
goes  into  the  pocketa  of  the  owners  of 
unsanitary  or  evil  property  of  some  kind  • 
or  other.     I  quite  sympathise  with  some 
of  the    District  Boirds   in    Lond6n,  in- 
their  unwillingness  to  do    so,/  though" 
I  admit  they  have   shown   lamentable 
apathy   in   some  cases.     I   believe  the 
Mansion  House  Council  will  be  prepared 
to  submit  to  any  Committee  a  good  many 
valuable    suggestions,   and   I    have   no- 
doubt,   considering  ^he   valuable    work 
done  in  the  Metropolis,'  such  suggestions: 
will    receive    due  attsntion.     I  do  not 
fancy  any  provision  of  the  Bill  will  do 
more  good  than   that    which   prevents 
members    of    Local    Boards    voting  on 
those  bodies  when  their  interests  are  at 
stake.     I  think  it  may  be  difficult  to 
cany  it  out ;  but  it  is  conceived  in  the 
right   spirit,    and  will,  I  hope,    prevent 
some  of  those  disgraceful  scenes  which 
have  taken  place  both  in  the  Metropolis 
and  in  the   country.     I   would   suggest 
that  all  the  Bills  should  be  submitted  to 
the  Grand  Committee,  and  that,  at  the 
same    time,    there     should    be    a    fair 
representation    of     the    London    Mem- 
bers   on     the     Committee.       I    wou{d 
3  T  2 
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particolarly  urge  that  my  noble 
Friend  (Earl  Compton),  who  can 
represent  the  London  Gonnty  Council  in 
this  matter  as  no  other  man  can,  inas- 
mnoh  aa  he  is  the  Chairman  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Com- 
tnittee  and  should  hare  a  place  od  the 
■Committee.  I  join  in  the  congratnla- 
'tion  which  has  been  offered  to  the 
■<]loTemment,  and  I  do  hope  that,  when 
'these  Bills  come  back  to  us  from  the 
•Committee,  we  shall  have  some  oppor- 
tunity of  carrying  them  through  their 
final  stages. 

(7.34.)  Mb.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Fins- 
buy,  E.) :  I  am  delighted  these  Bills 
have  been  introduced,  and  I  am  glad  to 
&11  in  with  the  arrangement  that  they 

.  -  should  be  referred  to  a  Grand  Com- 
mittee. The  Consolidation  Bill  must 
neoessarily  be  of  great  utility  to  all  those 
"wbohave  studied  thisquestion.  Thosewho 
are  interested  in  the  subject  have  hitherto 
had  to  ramble  over  a  series  of  Statutes, 
extending  back  for  40  years,  and  many 
of  them  overlapping  one  another,  so  that 
it  has  been  very  difficult  to  ascertain 
what  the  law  on  the  question  really  is. 
Consolidation,  however,  is  not  all  that  is 
required,  and  we  are  pleased  to  receive 
the  Amendment  Bill.  I  agree  with  a 
great  deal  that  is  to  be  found  in  this 
Bill,  and  especially  in  the  part  which 
deals  with  those  persons  who  have 
allowed  their  property  to  get  into  an 

V  unsanitary  condition.  For  my  part,  I  do 
not  want  'to  subject  to  penalties  land- 
■lords  who  have  attempte4  to  do  justice 
*o  their  tenants  and  whose  tenants  have 
neglected  the  sanitary  condition  of  their 
houses.  The  men  we  want  to  get  at  are 
those  who  obtain  large  portions  of  pro- 
perty in  the  Metropolis,  and  simply 
neglect  to  do  any  repairs  whatever, 
having  only  one  object  in  view,  namely, 
to  extract  the  highest  rent  they  can  out 
■joi  the  unfortunate  individuals  who 
.are  compelled  to  inhabit  the  houses 
because  they  happen  to  be  near 
their  places  of  employment.  These 
Bills  do  not  do  all  that  is  required, 
-and,  whilst  we  accept  them  as  a  very 
good  instalment  of  what  is  required, 
we  must  guard  ourselves  against  any 
supposition  that  they  do  all  we  think 
necessary  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  the 
•question  of  the  better  housing  of  the  people 
in  the  Metropolis.  If  you  want  to 
•grapple  with  the  question  in  a  broad  and 
Mr.  Lawson 


general  manner,  yon  must  find  some 
means  of  getting  the  necessary  finance  to 
cany  out  the  improvements,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  can  be  done  by  throwing  any 
more  burdens  on  the  unfortunate  rate- 
payers. You  must  find  other  sources  of 
revenue.  No  measure  can  comprehen- 
sively meet  the  requirements  of  the  case 
that  does  not  tap  sources  of  revenue 
that  are  untapped  at  the  present  time — 
I  mean,  of  course,  by  dividing  rates 
between  owner  and  occupier  and  making 
the  owner  pay  some  of  the  rates  for  this 
particular  purpose.  The  hon.  Member 
for  North  Kensington  (Sir B.Lethbridge) 
made  a  suggestion  as  to  the  provision  of 
playgrounds  for  new  buildings.  I  woiild 
ask  the  right  hon.  Qentieman  (Mr. 
Ritchie)  whether  something  cannot  be 
done  in  the  case  of  huge  blocks  of 
dwellings  for  providing  playgrounds, 
other  than  the  concrete  playground  that 
is  generally  just  a  mere  forecourt.  I 
have  gone  over  many  of  these  dwellings 
on  a  hot  summer  evening,  and  have 
been  able  to  see  the  unfortunate  position 
in  which  the  people  are  placed.  There 
is  nothing  but  bricks,  and  mortar,  and 
concrete,  without  a  bit  of  green  to  relieve 
the  eye  except  such  as  may  have  been 
provided  by  the  people  themselves  in  the 
shape  of  window  gardening.  I  think 
that,  wherever  these  barracks  are 
erected,  the  companies  who  erect 
them  ought  to  be  called  on  to  provide 
something  in  the  way  of  playgrounds. 
A  man  when  he  comes  home  has  no 
where  outside  his  house  where  he  can 
sit  in  the  hot  weather,  and  he  is,  there- 
fore, driven  elsewhere  to  seek  rest  and 
contort.  There  is  a  great  moral  feature 
in  this  question  ;  and  I  would  submit  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  should 
make  provision  for  dealing  with  it  on  the 
Grand  Committee.  But,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, I  think  we  should  all  desire 
to  make  the  measure  as  perfect  as 
possible. 
•(7.42.)  Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON 
(Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar) :  This  is  about 
the  most  satisfactory  Bill  that  the 
Gbvemment  have  introduced  this  Session, 
it  is  gratifying  that  Members  on  all 
sides  are  able  cordially  to  support  it. 
We,  on  this  side,  are  especially  able 
to  do  so,  as  the  Bill  embodies  many 
points  that  we  have  consistently  urged. 
It  will  aSect  London  infinitely  more  than 
any  other  part  of  the  United  Eangdom, 
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and  therefore  I  strongly  snpport  the  sug- 
gestion that  London  Members  on  both 
sides  shonld  be  fnUy  represented  on  the 
Grand  Committee.     The  hon.  Member  for 
the  Ilkeston   Division  (Sir  W.   Foster) 
regarded  the  measure  from  a  conntry 
point  of  view,  and  expressed  a  fear  that 
by  bringing  about  the    demolition    of 
working  men's  cottages  in  our  villages 
a  large  part  of  onr  rural    population 
.  would  be  driven  into  the  towns.    There 
are,    however,    provisions    in    the  Bill, 
as    I    understand    it,     which     enable 
the     Local     Authorities    to     exenrise 
-  their     discretion    in     the    matter     of 
■  erecting  new  working  men's  dwellings 
when  unsanitary  ones  are  demolished. 
Therefore,  from  a  London  point  of  view, 
we  not  only  cordially  support  this  Bill  as 
improving  the  dwellings  of  the  working 
dasses  in  London  itself,   but  we  also 
cordially  endorse  it  because  we  believe  it 
will  tend  to  keep  the  agricultural  popu- 
lation in  the  country  districts  instead  of 
driving    them    into  the  towns,   where 
their  presence  has  a  tendency  to  bring 
.  about,  overcrowding  and  a  reduction  of 
wages.      The  principle  of  the  Bill  is  to 
give    greater  power    to    representative 
County  OouncDs,  as  well  as  to   throw 
greater  obligations  on  them — and  I  may 
say  it  was  gratifying  to  hear  the  words  of 
cordial  appreciation  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of  the  work  the 
London    Couniy    Council    has    already 
done     in    this     matter     of      housing. 
He    can     rely    upon    it     that     when 
the   opportunity   arises,  they  will  do  a 
great  deal  more  in  the  same  direction. 
We  hear  a  great  deal  said  in  disparage- 
ment of  the  London  County  Council,  and 
constant  protests  raised  against  adding 
to  its  duties,  so  that  we  were  glad  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  dentleman's  expres- 
sions of  approval,  and   his  ddlaration 
that    larger     powers    should    be    con- 
ferred   upon    them     in     the     future. 
One  of  the  chief  advantages  of  this  Bill 
is  that  it  will  do  a  great  deal  to  improve 
tike  dwellings  of  the    working  cbisses 
and  to  get  rid  of  unsanitary  dweUings. 
It  will  also  impose  a  penalty  on  Vestry- 
men who  rote  in  respect  of  those  ques- 
tions in  which  they  have  a  personal  or 
pecuniary  interest.     I  think  it  is  high 
time  that  such  men  shonld  be  entirely 
prohibited  from  taking  any  part  in  the 
discussion  and  settlement  of  tiiese  ques- 
tions.    Li  addition  to  those  points,  there 


is  the  great  and  vital  question  of  com- 
pensation—  a  question  of   "compensa- 
tion" on  which  the  Opposition  can,  at 
least  on  this  occasion,  agree  with  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman.     This  Bill  goes- 
farther  on  this  point  than  any  other  mea^ 
sure  has  ever  gone.  In  future,  where  com- 
pensation has  to  be  paid,  it  will  only  be 
assessed  and  paid  ion  what  ought  to  be 
the  normal  rent  of  the  dwelling,  and  not- 
on  the  excessive  rent  obtained  through, 
overcrowding.     But   I  agree   with   my 
noble  Friend  (Lord- Com pton)  that  this 
Bill  cannot  be  in  any  way  r^arded  as  a 
final  settlement  of  the  question,  because, 
in  addition  to  compensation,  there  arises 
the  important  question  who  is  to  pay  when 
compensation  is  given.     The  Bill,  indeed, 
raises,  without  attempting  to  settle,  the 
question  of  the  incidence  of  taxation  in 
reference  to  the  ground  landlords  and 
others  interested  in  property  in  London. 
So  far  as  the  Bill  goes,  we  thank  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Boardi 
for  it,  and  we  consider  that  we  shall  be 
in  a  better  position  to  'urge  our  views 
on  the  subject  of  the  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion, now  that  these  minor  questions  wil^ 
have  been  cleared  out  of  the  way. 
*(7.49.)    Captain   VEBJOIY    (Bucks,. 
N.) :  I  have  very  great  fear,  lest  this 
Bill,  which  is  evidently  intended  to  be- 
productive  of  great  good,  should  in  the- 
rural    districts     be    fruitless.       I    am* 
sure,  if  that  proves   to  be  the  case,  the- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  will  regret 
it  as  much  as  we  shall.     There  is  no- 
authority  in  those  districts  behind  the 
Sanitary  Authority — no  power  to  compel 
the    Solitary    Authority  to    put  their - 
powers  into  execution.     In  the  case  of 
the  Allotments  Bill  power  was  given  to 
the  Sanitary  Authority,  who  did  not  put 
it    into  operation,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  obliged  to  bring  in  ah 
amending  Bill  to  give  an  appeal  to  the 
County  Councils.     Well,  I  will  ask  the- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  insert  in  this- 
Bill  a    power    to    enable    the    County 
Councils  to  put  pressure  on  the  Local 
Sanitary    Authority  if  it  neglects    ita- 
work.     In  our  rural  districts  this  is  a. 
great  question.      In   Buckinghamshire, 
for  instance,  I  know  of  a  case  where  a- 
man  and  wife  and  their  five  children  are- 
living  in  a  two-roomed  cottage,  and  the- 
reply  made  to  every  attempt  to  remove 
them,  both  by  the  Local  Anthorit>y  and 
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tlie  ^aj^strates  is,  thej  have  nowhere 

-  el6e  to  go  to.  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
•  Gentleman,  in  view  of  aach  cases  as 
'  tXisa6  to  giy«  the  County  Councils  power 
'•  to :  require  the  -  Local  Authority  <o  take 

-  ab<^on.  Then  it  sometimes  happens  that 
-the  ■  members  of  the  Sanitary  Authority 

aTQ  the  owners  of  houses  in  a  disgraceful 
i  condition,  and,  of  course,  in  such  a  case 
>■  the  Looal  Authority  does  not  wish  to  put 
»'iJS' powers  into  force.     I  know  of  a  case 

of  'this  kind^ — I  think -in  Winslow— ^ 
'  whard  the-  owner  of  houses  which  have 
• '  be^  n  reported,  on  again  and  -  again-  is  the 

Ghairman  of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and 
'  under  one  -pretext  or  another  the  matter 
>  has  always  been  allowed  to  slide.  I  would 

•  urge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  therefore, 
t^  see  that  someone  who  is  interested  in 

■■  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  iii 

-  oflr-  rtiral  districts  is  put  onthe:  Com- 
mittee to  .whom  this  Bill  is  to  be  re- 

•  furred.  '    •-• 

(1!.55.)   Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bathfaal 

Green,  S.W.)  :  ••!  oertainly   sympathise 

^'With   the   wish  expressed   by  the  hon. 

Sad  gallant  Member  who  has  just  sat 
()wn,  that  the  country  districts  should 
be  adequately  represented  on  the  Com- 

■  mittee  to  whom  the  Bill  is  referred.  I, 
:  of'  course,  am  a  Metropolitan  Member, 
•■and  rogard  the   matter  from  a   Metro- 

•  pblitan  point  of  view.  Without  dwelling 
''Ob  the  circumstances  under  which  a  Bill 
''detested    by   the   working    classes    has 

given  place  to  this  measure,  which  will 
so  cansiderably  advance  their  interests,  t 
"Will  deal  with  the  plan  of  the  Govem- 
'  nient  itself.  I  consider  that  enormous 
'  advantage  will  result  from  the  consolida- 
°.  tion  of  these  Acts,  and  as  to.  the  amending 
'■  portion  of  the  proposal,  though  I  regard  it 
'  wJth  some  satisfaction,  voj  satisfaction 
•is' dashed  by  the  fact  that  the  Bill  does 

■  hot  coutain  all  it  should.  The  Bill  con- 
:  tains  some  excellent  proposals — some 
:  tiding  identical  with  the  proposals  con- 
■tSaiued  in  the  Bill  produced  by  the 
•liiberal  Members  for  London.  I  am 
'  glad'  that  the  Bill    contains    proposals 

■  dealing  with  the  important  point  of  oom- 
:  pansittfon,  because,  after  all,  the  question 
.  of  finance  is  the  key  of  the  position, 
.  The  main  diiBoulty  which  has  been  felt 

in'-' carrying  out' the  Artisans'  Dwellings 

'^ Act  has  been  the  cost  incurred,  and  in 

'the  community  being  required '  to  pay  a 

■  most  exorbitant  prjoe  for  .the  property 

■  -nece^sacy  to '  be  -  acquired.    I  remember 

Captain  Yemey 


that  t^e  right  hon.  Member  'for  West 
Birmingham  a  few  years  ^o  made  in- 
vestigations into  a  large  number  of 
clearances  in  various  towns,  involving 
an  aggregate  expenditure  of  between 
£2,000,000  and  £3,000,000.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  found  that,  with  regard 
to  the  cost  of  the  property  so  acquired, 
the  oommunity  had  paid  no  less  than 
17s.  per  square  yard,  whereas  it  was 
calculated  that  the  real  commercial 
value  of  the -property  was  only  10s.  per 
square  yard.  But  oases  hav«  occurred 
in- the  Metropolis  in  which  large  and 
exorbitant  prices  had  been  paid  fbr 
property  which  had  substantially  be- 
come public  nuisances.  In  one  case, 
that  of  the  Bell  Lane  area  in  Whitie- 
chapel,  the  Committee  of  the  County 
Council  recently  reported  as  established 
to*  their  satis&ction,  beyond  a  doubt,  that 
some  owners  had  deliberately  allowed 
their '  property  to  go  to  rack  and  ndn 
in  the  hope  that  it  .would  be  purchased 
by  the-  community  under  these  Acta.  I 
rejoice,  t}ierefore,  that  the-  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  recognised  these  evils,  asd 
has  endeavoured  to  remedy  them.  But 
he  has  not  gone  fer- enough.  There  is 
an  important  omission  in  the  Bill — the 
failure  to  alter  the  incidence  of  the  cost. 
Parliament  has  gone  as  far  as  it  reason- 
ably can  in  piling  up  rates  on  the  occu- 
pier, and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ought  to  have  taken  steps,  where  large 
blocks  are  'concerned,  -to  'see  that  the 
burdeu  is-shareiby 'the  owner.  While 
joining  in,  the  'choms  of  congratulation 
which  has  been  offered  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  hope  that  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee to  which  the  Bill  is  to  be  referred 
will  carry  the  reforms  much  further  than 
is  proposed  in  the  Bill. 

(8.0.)  Mr.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.)  ?  I  must  express  my  gratification 
at  the  introduction  of  this  Consolidation 
Bill.  One  of  the  reasons  why  the  Acts 
have  not  been  put  in  operation  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  is  the  inabUity  of 
the  Local  Authorities  to  eonstiue  thein. 
The  simplification  of  the  law -is  in  itself  a 
great  mending  of  the  law,  and  tJiere  I  can 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  we 
oa  this  side  of  the  House  will  do  all  we 
can  to  secure  the  passing  of  this  Bill. 
'.There  is  one  clause-  of  1>fae  Bill  to  which 
attention  has  not  yet  been  'called  ;  it  is  a 
clause^  of  -the  very  first  importance, 
namety,  Claufle  1<8;  •  4Jiauigi&e  there  is 
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«  ais-print  in  the  description  of  the 
clause.  The  niarginal  title  is  "  Com- 
pensa^on  to  weekly  tenants  for  expenses 
of -removal."  I  am  very .  happy  to  say, 
there  is  not  the-  same  restriction  in  the 
clause  itself,  for  the  clause  provides  tluit. , 
if  the  hou^e,  or  part  of  the  house,  oi.  a 
tenant  whose  contract  of  tenancy  is  . 
for,  less  than  a  year  is  required 
by  the  Local  Authority  a  reason- 
able allowance  on  account  of  the 
expenses  of  removing  may  be  made  to 
the  tenant.  I  think  many  person  wfll 
be  grateful  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
And  to  the  Government  for  bringing  in 
^  clause  tp  prevent  injury  being  done., to 
persons  who  are  forcibly  as  it  werp  re- 
moved from  their  tenancies.  Some  hqn. 
Members  have  referred  to  the  difiBcuIties. 
of  clearing  the  rookeries  of  London 
.  «nd  other  great  towns.  The  difficulties 
in  regard  to  such  clearances  have  been 
very  small  indeed.  Numerous  areas 
have  been  cleared  iu  London  and  in  other 
towns  within  recent  years.  The  difficulty 
has  never  been  to  clear  the  areas,  but  to 
proyide  other  dwellings  for  the  people. 
'That  is  jupt  the  very  point  on  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  done  some- 
thing and  will  do  something  to  remedy 
the  evils  complained  of.  AU  the  clauses 
are  steps  in  the  right  direction.  Some 
of  my  hon.  Triends  have  referred  to  iiie 
iact  that  these  proposals  are  only  steps. 
I  am  not  altogether  dissatisfied  with 
them  as  steps.  So  much  will  have  to  be 
done  presently  with  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion that  it  would  be  a  false  step  on  the, 
part  of  the  Government  to  attempt  too 
<|iuch  at  the  present  time.  Considering, 
the  size  and  population,  we  need  some 
special  arrangement  with  r^ard  to  the 
housing  of  the  poor  in  London.  One  of 
tiie  reasons  why  the  Acts  have  not  been 
carried  out  in  the  past  is  the  condition 
of  the  leasehold  system.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  not  deal  with  the 
leasehold  system  in  this  Bill  with  any 
chance  of  carrying  his  proposal  this 
Session,  and,  therefore,  I  am  content  to 
see  the  leasehold  question  left  over 
until  a  future  Session,  or  possibly  until  a 
future  Parliament.  But,  after  all,  I 
hope  this  Bill  will  be  amended  in  some 
directions  by  the  Committee  to  which  it ' 
will  be  referred.  I  presume  it  will  be 
perfectly  competent  for  the  Committee 
to  extend  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  although 
Z  hope  the  Committee  will  not  do  any 


thing  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the 
Bill  becoming  law.  I  welcome  thi^  as  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  will  give 
the  Bill  every  assistance,  even  though 
the  passing  of  the  Bill  may  give  some 
kudos  to  Her  Majesiy's  Government. 
(8.10.) 

(8.39.)  Mb.  WADDT  (Lincolnshire, 
Brigg)  rose 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

(8.42.)  Mk.  WADDT  :  I  desire,  in  tie 
first  instance,  to  congratulate  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  upon  having  to  pilot  a 
Bill  as  to  which  he  will  not  meet  with 
that  opposition  or  obstruction  of  which 
we  have  heard  so  many  lamentations 
during  the  Session.  I  congratulate  him 
upon  a  piece  of  useful,  legislation,  which 
will  commend  itself  to  the  House.  Tto 
Bill  has  a  very  good  and  g^eat  object, 
and  appears  to  be  extremely  well  drawn  ; 
but  I  cannot  help  thinking  there  is  one 
want  in  it,  namely,  a  want  of  sufficient 
provision  for  the  origination  of  complaints. 
Li  large  towns,  whenever  there  is  a  state 
of  things  that  calls  for  remedy  there  is 
pretty  sure  to  be  a  complaint,  pubUc 
comment,  and  application  of  remedy ;  but 
it  frequently  happens  in  the  country 
that  thpse  who  ought  to  be  the  first  men 
to  start  an  inquiry  under  the  Acts  are 
the  very  persons  who  are  largely  in- 
terested in  the  maintenance  of  ^e 
status  in  quo.  Now,  I  venture  to  sug- 
gest that  the  arrangements  which  ^re 
made  here,  though  desirable,  so  far  as 
they  go,  are  not  quite  sufficient.  I  am 
not  going  int6  anything  of  the  nature  of 
a  clause  criticism,  but  it  will  be 
observed  that  under  the  Bill,  before  the 
Local  Authority  can  act,  an  official  repre* 
sentation  has  to  be  made  to  them  by 
their  officer — a  man  who .  probably  owe8 
his  position,  in  the  way  of  personal  and 
private  practice,  to  the  very  people  it 
would  be  his  duty  to  attack.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  has  to 
make .  an  official  representation  as  to  the 
insanitary  condition  of  any  property, 
frill  probably  have  his  most  lucrative 
private  practice  among  the  people  who 
n>ay  be  the  owners  of  the  property  over 
which  he  ought  to  exercise  supervision, 
and  which  he  might  be  called  upon  to 
condemn.  There  ought  to  be  some  pro* 
vision  for  putting  the  law  into  operation 
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whether  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
does  his  da<y  or  not. 

*Mb.  RITCHIE  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  will  observe  that  under  Clanse 
10  it  is  speciallj  provided  that  the  Re- 
port of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
any  county  is  to  have  the  same  effect  in 
any  district  as  the  Report  of  the  Medical 
Office  af  Health  for  that  district. 

Mb,  .WADDY  :  I  am  fully  aware  of 
that,  and,  moreover,  there  is  a  sabse- 
qnent  provision  with  regard  to  anybody 
sending  a  Petition  or  representation,  bnt 
I  am  very  doabtfal  whether  that  will 
meet  the  case.  I  am  not  speaking  in 
any  spirit  of  antagonism  to  the  provision, 
for  I  am  extremely  anxions  that  the  Bill 
shonld  go  through  and  receive  such  im> 
provements  as  may  be  desirable  in  Com- 
mittee. I  would  point  ont  that  both  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  county  and  of  the 
district,  who  may  in  many  instances  be 
the  same  person,  are  not  quite  sufficient. 
I  am  doubtful  whether  the  Medical 
Officer  of  either  district  or  county,  singly 
or  jointly,  would  be  able  to  take  the 
necessary  action  in  some  cases,  and  I 
would  therefore  suggest  that  there  shonld 
be  power  to  obtain  a  report  from  an  in- 
dependent person  appointed  by  the  Local 
Qovernment  Board  to  investigate  all 
complaints  and  put  the  Act  in  motion. 
How  iar  in  the  long  run  this  may  be 
found  necessary  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say,  bnt  it  seems  to  me  there  is 
some  little  want  in  the  Bill  here 
with  all  its  varied  excellencies  to  ensure 
that  where  mischief  exists  it  shall  not 
escape  notice  and  remedy.  I  wish  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  good  speed  with 
his  work,  which,  I  am  sure,  will  do  a 
g^reat  deal  more  good  sanitarily  and 
morally  than  the  extinguishing  of  a 
great  number  of  licences. 

•(8.48.)  Mb.  CHANNINa  (North- 
ampton, E.) :  There  are  a  few  questions 
I  desire  to  ask,  but  first  I  wish  to  ex- 
press my  satisfaction,  as  a  couniy  Mem- 
ber, with  the  13th  clanse,  which,  I  under- 
stand, largely  extends  the  powers  of  Rural 
Sanitary  Authorities,  and  gets  rid  of 
two  or  three  stages  of  procedure,  and  I 
wish  to  express  still  more  strongly  the 
satis&ction  that  all  Members  with  only 
the  most  superficial  acquaintance  with 
the  subject  must  feel  at  the  compensa- 
tion provisions  in  Clause  15.  In  relation 
to  this  clause  I  wish  to  ask  a  question. 
Its  object  is  to  prevent  owners  of  tm- 
Mr.  Waddy 


healthy  premises  to  make  s  profit  oat  t£ 
allowing  houses  to  fall  into  decay  and 
become  unfit  for  human  habitation.  I 
take  that  to  be  the  pith  of  the  clause. 
I  notice  that  by  the  32nd  line  of  the  3rd 
schedule  that  the  4th  section  of  the  Act 
of  1885  is  struck  out,  and  the  question 
I  wish  to  ask  is  this.  The  4th 
section  of  tiie  Act  of  1885  is  the  section* 
which  says  that  the  owners  of  any 
premises  who  are  required  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Act  of  1868  to- 
execute  any  works  or  to  demolish  any 
premises  shall  cease  to  have  the  power 
to  require  the  Local  Authority  to  pur- 
chase such  premises.  I  admit  I  have 
but  a  brief  acquaintance  with  the  BilV 
but  I  should  like  to  have  an  explanation 
whether  the  16th  clause  does  retilly  cover 
all  the  cases  as  to  which  this  4th 
section  ot  the  Act  of  1885  was  directed,. 
whether  it  absolutely  bars  owners  from 
the  power  of  forcing  Local  Anthoritiee- 
to  purchase  their  premises.  With  TegBxA 
to  this  Bill  and  also  the  Consolidatiaa 
BUI,  to  which  I  understand  the  opening: 
remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aW 
had  reference,  I  much  t«gret  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  not  seen  their  way  to 
have  a  more  complete  clearing  of  th» 
decks  and  more  thorough-going  legis- 
lation. The  Rural  Sanitary  Anthoritie» 
are,  as  a  rule,  disinclined  to  exercise  ihe- 
limited  powers  conferred  upon  them,  anJ 
the  complexity  of  the  two  Bills  will  fur- 
nish them  with  an  excuse  for  inaction. 
The  7th  section  of  the  Act  of  1885  de- 
clared the  duty  of  Local  Authorities  to 
enforce  all  sanitary  laws  and  put  them  in 
force  as  occasion  arose,  to  secure  the 
proper  sanitary  condition  of  premises- 
within  the  area  of  their  jurisdicti<»> 
But  that  Act  became  a  dead  letter  in 
country  districts  from  the  fact  that^ 
there  was  no  proper  power  tooompek 
Local  Rural  Sanitary  AuthoriticB,  the 
Boards  of  Guardians,  to  {.carry  out  the- 
sanitary  powers  they  have.  That  is  the- 
cardinal  defect  of  the  whole  of  this  dass- 
of  legislation.  The  President  of  tiie 
Local  Government  Board  may  take 
credit  for  passing  the  Local  Government 
Act  of  1888,  and  I  really  think  this 
question  ought  not  to  have  been  touched 
without  bringing  it  within  the  sphere  of 
the  legislation  of  1888,  without  in- 
vesting County  Councils  with  those 
sanitary  powers  with  whicdi  it  was  sought 
to    invest    them    under    t^e     ordinal 
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proposals  of  1888.  The  eight  hon. 
Qentleman  may  remember  that  some  of 
us  made  earnest  protests  against  the 
withdrawal  of  the  schedule,  and  offered 
to  sit  anj  length  of  time  for  the  purpose 
of  investing  Goimtj  Councils  with 
control  orer  unsanitary  dwellings  and 
unhealthy  areas  in  the  counties.  I 
wish  to  insist  as  a  County  Mem- 
ber  on  the  fundamental  defect  of 
this  legislation,  that  we  have  these 
'  County  Conncila,  the  obvious  authority 
standing  over  the  Rural  Sanitary 
Authorities,  who  might  put  the  whole 
machinery  in  motion  for  makj-ng  villages 
healthy  and  carrying  out  sanitary  im- 
provements, and  yet  these  County 
Councils  are  excluded  from  taking  action. 
There  is  one  comment  I  would  make  both 
upon  this  Bill  and  the  other  Bill,  i^hich 
is  not  technically  before  the  House.  The 
first  and  second  parts  of  the  Consolida- 
tion Bill  are  of  very  great  value ;  but  it 
seems  to  me — I  do  not  know  how  far  it 
can  be  carried  out — but  it  seems  to  me  a 
great  pity  that  the  rural  districts  are 
excluded  from  those  parts  dealing  with 
unhealthy  areas  and  unhealthy  pre- 
mises. One  further  question  I  should 
like  to  ask.  The  Bill  fixes  the  interest 
on  loans  at  4  per  cent.;  and  I  should 
like '  to  know  whether  that  conflicts 
-with  the  power  given  under  the  Act 
of  1885  to  the  Public  Loan  Com- 
xnissioners  to  lend  money  at  £Z  2s.  6d. 
per  cent.  No  Bill  of  this  kind  can  be 
satisfactory  which  does  not  supply, 
especially  for  rural  districts,  a  better 
financial  basis  for  carrying  out  a  thorough 
programme  of  sanitation.  It  would  be 
well  if  a  substantial  source  of  revenue 
could  be  set  apart  for  this  purpose. 
I  should  suggest  that  part  of  the  Pro- 
bate Duty  or  part  of  the  Inhabited  House 
I>aty  might  well  be  applied  to  these  pur- 
poses. While  offering  these  criticisms, 
I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Gk)Temment 
for  what  is  done  by  Glauses  13  and  15 
of  the  Bill. 

(9.0.)  Mb.  JAMES  STUART 
(Shoreditch,  Hoxton):  There  is  no 
desire  in  this  part  of  the  House 
among  any  of  my  Friends  to  con- 
tinue discussion  beyond  the  present 
poiut.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that,  amid 
the  clash  of  opposing  interests  and  con- 
flict of  Party  opinion,  this  House  is  able 
to  deal  with  the  conditions  of  life  of  the 
most    miserable — the    poorest — of    our 


people.  No  doubt,  as  the  right  hon- 
dentleman  has  said,  this  measure  affects- 
London'  in  particular,  and  to  an  extent- 
inoomparably  greater  than  the  rest  of 
the  country.  It  ejects  the  poorest  of 
the  people  of  London,  and  it  deeply 
affects  the  social  condition  of  England^ 
and  more  particularly  of  the  Metro- 
polis. Everyone  who  knows  anything 
of  the  conditions  of  the  housing  of 
the  great  masses  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  of  the  miserable  and  un- 
Ghristianlike  condition  of  the  masses  of 
the  population,  must  be  impressed  by  the 
necessity  that  some  action  should  be- 
taken as  soon  as  possible  by  this  House 
to  deal  -with  the  evil.  I  congratulate  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  the  introduction  of  the  Bill, 
But  why  does  not  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man go  to  the  root  of  the  matter,  and 
give  a  right  of  action  by  the  tenant' 
against  the  landlord  or  owner  of  unsani- 
tary property?  Metropolitan  Members- 
on  this  side  of  the  House  have  no  desire 
to  overload  the  Bill  with  Amendments- 
While  we  feel  that  it  falls  short  of  the 
necessities  of  the  case,  we  believe  that,, 
as  far  as  it  goes,  it  may  be  made  a  useful 
measure.  It  will  be  our  endeavour  to 
assist  the  Government  as  far  as  we  can 
in  making  it  a  useful  and  workable 
measure.  There  are  two  points,  how- 
ever, which,  though  they  have  been  pre- 
viously referred  to,  I  -wish  to  impress  on 
the  right  hon.  Gtentleman.  The  first  i» 
that  of  re-erection,  the  provision  of 
accommodation  for  those  people  who  are 
turned  out  of  unsanitary  houses-  One  of 
the  greatest  difBculties  in  dealing  -with 
the  question  of  unsanitary  dwellings  has- 
arisen  through  the  failure  to  provide  this, 
accommodation  adequately ;  in  fact,  it 
has  contributed  to  overcrowding  in  many 
parts  of  the  Metropolis.  I  would 
strongly  recommend  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  accept,  in  Committee,  at 
any  rate,  the  principle  of  the  Ist  section 
of  the  8th  clause  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  (Metropolis)  Bill,  intro- 
duced by  myself  and  o^ers,  and  which 
provides  that  no  houses  shall  be  pulled 
down  except  on  the  score  of  safety  unless, 
provision  shall  first  have  been  made  by 
the  County  Council,  to  the  6atis&ctio» 
of  the  Local  Gevemment  Board, 
for  housing  decently  all  the  occu- 
pants. We  desire  that  re^erection 
shall    go    on   pari    passu    with    pull- 
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ing  down.  The  other  point  of  im- 
portance I  wish  to  refer  to  is  that. of 
legal  ezsminations.  That  question  has 
been  dealt  with  in  a  Bill  introduced  by 
myself  and  my  colleagues,  and  also  in  a 
mQas^re  introduced  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dumfries  (Mr.  R.  T.  Beid).  In 
the  7th  section  of  the  Housing,  of  the 
Working  Classes  (Metropolis)  Bill  there 
are     provisions    whereby    the    cost    of 

•cquiring  unsanitary  property  may  be 
very  considerably  reduced.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  series  of  arbitrations 
which  have  to  be  gone  through  under 
the  existing  law  is  a  very  great  cause  of 
the  cost  of  acquiring  such  premises.  The 
16th  clause  of  the  Bill  meets  the  ques- 
tion to  some  extent,  but  not  sufficiently ; 
and  I  hope  the  Oovernment  will  be  pre- 
pared in  Committee  to  accept  some 
modificatipn  of  the  clause,  with  a  view  to 
jpu^k^  it  of  a  more  operative  character. 
4-ttention  has  been  frequently  drawn  to 
the  importance  of  making  others  than 
the  ordinary  ratepayers  bear  a  share  of 
the  legal  expenses,  and  I  am  sorry  the 

.  point  has  not  been  considered  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  am  aware  of 
the  difficulty  of  the  problem,  but  I  am 

.  certain  that  the  housing  of  the  poor  of 
the  Metropolis  will  never  be  adequately 
dealt  with  until  the  question  of  vho  is 
to  pay  the  cost  i?  also  considered — 
until  property  which  now  escapes  is 
made  to  contribute  towards  the  local 
rates.  I  state  this  as  the  mature  opinion 
of  those  who  ^t  with  me  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  and,  while  welcoming  this 
Bill,  I  say  it  will  not  be  a  solution  of  the 
question,  because  it  does  not  deal  also 
with  the  qpestiop  of  local  rates.  With 
these  remarks,  and  having  warned  the 
Oovernment  that  this  question  is  not 
settled  by  this  Bill,  I  give  my  hearty 
support  to  the  measure  ;  and  I  am  sure 
my  colleagues  of  the  Metropolis  will  join 
me  in  doing  all  that  is  possible  in  facili- 
tating its  adoption. 
•(9.12.)  MB.SHAWLBFEVRB(Brad- 

.  foi4,  Central):  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  has  reason  to  be  satisfied 
^ith  the  tone  in  which  the  Bill  has 
been  received,  and  I  am  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  have  assist- 
ance from  both  sides  of  the  Hpuse  in 
endeavouring  to  make  it  a  useful  and  an 
efficient  measure  within  the  limits  laid 
down  by  ,the  right  hon.  C^entleman  him- 
Mr.  James  Sttwrt 


self.     I  think  he  may  rest  satisfied  that 
if  the  Bill  goes  to  a  Grand  Committee 
upstairs    it    will    be    received    in    the 
spirit      in     which    it     .ought    to    be 
received,     and     that    we     may     hope 
to     make     it'    a     good    and    effective 
measure.     As  to.  the  first. part  of  the 
Bill  amending  the  Torrens'  Acts,  I  have 
always  been  of  opinion  that  from  tiiose 
Acts  there  is  more  to  be  hoped  for  than 
from  Lord  Cross's  Act.     I  have  always 
thought  that  if   the   provisions  of  the 
Torrens'   Acts  were  efficiently  worked, 
they  could  be  made  effective   without 
great,  cost    to    the    Local    Authorities. 
EUtherto  the  obstacle  to  the  working  of 
those  Acts   and  Lord  Cross's  Act  has 
been  the  fear  entertained  by  the  Lockl 
Authorities  of.  the  expenses  involved, 
and' I  am  glad,  therefore,  that  the  right 
hon,  Gentleman  has  done  something  in 
this  Bill  to  grapple  with  this  diflScnlt^. 
I  had  at  first  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
it  was  wise  to  give  so  great  an  appeal  to 
the  London  County  Council ;  but  after 
this  discussion,  I  am  obliged  to  admit 
that  I.  think  the  course  proposed  is  a  wise 
one.     I  am  not  sure,  that  it  will  not 
render  ^me  of   the   Iiocal  Authorities 
unwilling  to  exercise  these  duties,  and 
make  .them    inclined    to    leave   to  the 
London  Couniy  Council  the  whole  of  the 
work ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  an 
patent  and  strong  arguments  in  favour 
of    giving    an  appeal    to    the    London 
County  Council,  and  I  think  we  should 
risk  the  danger  I  refer  to.     With  regard 
to  the  other  part  of  the  Bill,  that  which 
deals  with  the  Artisans'  Dwellings  Act, 
although  the  Amendments  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  are  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, I  do  not  believe  that  they  will  give 
full  effect  to  those  Acts.    The  real  diffi- 
culty in  working  them  is  the  enormous 
expense  of  compensation,  due  in  part  to 
the  legal  costs,  and  in  part  to  the  large 
compensation  which  the  arbitrators  are 
in  the  habit  of  giving,  and  also  the  large 
compensation  to  which  persons  are  en- 
titled under  the  law  as  it  now  stands.     I 
am  bound  to  say  the  Amendments  do  not 
go  far  enough  as  to  materially  rednoiBg 
the  cost,  and  I  am  afraid  we  must  look 
forward  to  very  little  work  being  done 
in  the  future  a^  in  the.  past.     My  own 
impression  is  that  the  matter  must  be 
dealt  with  in  the  future  in  some  larger 
and  bolder  spirit.    We  must  regard  these 
clearances  of  uoaaoitary  aresA.  more  .in 
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the  nature  of  town  improyement  sohemes 
than  clearances  for  the  pnrpose  of 
forming  sanitary  areas.  We  must  take 
example  by  Birmingham  and  other  large 
towns,  and  re^oonsider  very  carefully  the 
whole  question  of'  compensation  with 
respe'ct  to  improvements  of  this  kind. 
I  must  refer  to  the  familiar  subject  of 
the  Betterment  Clauses.  It  will  foe 
necessary  to  incorporate,  in  sohemes  of 
this  nature,  the  principle  of  betterment, 
under  which  a  property  will  be  made  to 
contribute  in  proportion  to  the  increased 
value  attaching  to  them  from  improve- 
mbnts.  However,  I  do  not  -think  it 
would  be  wise  to  raise  this  question  in 
connection  with  this  Bill.     It  will  have 

'  t6  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  hereafter  in  a 
brbctder  and  wider    scheme  when    the 

.  House  will  have  more  time  at  its  dis- 
posaL  It  would,  perhaps,  be  a  mistake 
to  enctimber  the  present  discussion  by 
raising  the  point.  The  mun  improve- 
ment which  will  be  efEeoted  will  be 
under  the  first  portion  of  the  Bill.  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  will  bo  possible  to  effect 
considerable  improvement,  and  quietly 
and  without  much  expense  to  promote  a 
more  efficient  action  of  the  Local 
Authorities  in  more  closely  applying  the 
la'w.  as  it  now  stands  and  will  be 
amended  by  the  Bill.  I  agree  with  the 
last  speaker  that  we  shall  have  to  con- 
sider the  whole  question  of  the  inci- 
dence of  taxation,  and  I  hope  that  that 
subject  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  the 
righthon.  Qentleman,  whom,  meanwhile, 
I  beg  to  thank  for  introducing  this 
BUL 
•(9.18.)  Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  : 
I  desire  to  join  in  thanking  my  right  hon. 
Friend  for  the  Bill,  which  will  Imng  the 
law  into  a  more  intelligible  state.  At 
present  it  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain 
a  clear  grasp  of  the  whole  subject.  On 
one  occasion  I  myself  endeavoured  to 
master  the  Statutes  bearing  on  this 
matter,  and  I  found  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  30  Statutes 
dealing  with  the  question,  and  that  even 
then  I  should  not  have  exhausted  the 
list  of  Acts  which  would  have  to  be  con- 
sulted. It  must  be  clear  to  everyone 
that  a- law  which  is  contained  in  30  or  35 
Acts   must  be    practically    inoperative. 

.  From  miy  experience  of  different  towns, 

.  I  believetheproblemin  the  largcrtowns — 
putting -London  aside  for  the  moment — 
iS'  .b^  no  raeaas>  ineotable.    I    believe 


that  the  unsanitary  areas  are  by  no 
means  large,  and  that  at  no  great 
cost  these  areas  can  be  brought 
into  a  sounder  and  more  sanitary  state. 
One  danger  I  fear — the  trusting  too 
much  to  rates,  and  thus  driving  away 
private  enterprise.  We  know  that  in 
the  matter  of  education  the  application 
of  'the  rates  in  some  instances  has 
driven  away  voluntary  effort,  and  ■■  I 
trust  we  shall  not  expect  too  much 
assistance  from  the  rates  in  the  matter 
of  workman's  dwellings ;  for  if  we  do  we 
shall  drive  away  private  capital,  and  not 
have  that  increase  of  impcoved  houses 
for  the  poor  which  everyona  desires  to 
see.  lids  question  .is-  by  no  means 
simple..  It  has  many.  Bides,  and  ve 
should  not  rely  on  the;  public  purse 
alone.  We  shall  act  wisely,  I  believe,  if 
we  look  to  private  enterprise  ta  do  for 
dwellings  for  working  people  that  which 
in  other  branches  of  the  business  of  the 
country  is  done  far  more  efficiently  by 
that  means  than  by  recourse  to  the 
public  funds.  I  rejoice  that  there  is 
nothing  said  about  the  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion, for  that  is  a  most  complicated  ques- 
tion, the  interests  involved  being  so 
many  and  diverse.  My  object  in  rising 
was  to  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Local  Oovemment 
Board  for  what  he  has  done  and  to 
assure  him  that  his  efforts  will  be  wel- 
comed by  all  who  have  at  heart  the 
interests  of  the  working  classes. 

(9.25.)  Mb.  chance  (Kilkenny. 
S.)  :  I  cong^tulate  the  Government  on 
having  departed  in  this  Bill  from  the 
evil  practice  of  omittbg  all  reference 
to  Ireland  in  beneficial  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  Bill  will  be  a'  most 
valuable  improvement  in  the  law 
relating  to  this  subject,  and  will 
probably  prove  more  or  less  effec- 
tive in  Bucuring  the  objects  for 
which  it  is  brought  in.  The  Bill, 
however,  proposes  to  repeal  the  4th 
section  of  the  Act  of  1885,  and  I  think 
a  veiy  strong  case  will  have  to  be  made 
out  before  we  repeal  that  section.  >  I 
take  some  objection  to  the  Bill,  because 
it  patches  up  and  amends  an  expensive 
and  troublesome  system.  If  it  were 
practicable  to  introduce  it,  I  should  very 
much  prefer  some  Bill  which  would 
once  for  all  abolish  the  existing  system, 
and  provide  something  more  simple  and 
rapid,  and  less  expensive.    .  I  admit  that 
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when  yon  come  to  deal  with  the  qnestion 
of  property  and  the  transfer  of  land,  that 
object  is  very  difficnlt  to  obtain,  but, 
neveltheless,  I  think  that  something 
should  be  done  towards  this  object 
May  I  make  a  suggestion  on  that 
point  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman? 
We  have  in  Dublin  more  than  one 
company  for  the  improvement  and  provi- 
sion of  artisans'  dwellings.  These  com- 
panies are  ordinary  limited  liability 
companies  ;  but  by  their  Memoranda  of 
Association  the  members  agree  to  take 
no  greater  dividend  than  5  per  cent., 
and  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  give  to 
such  companies  a  certain  loous  standi  to 
take  on  themselves  compulsory  power  to 
acquire  insanitary  dwellings,  and  deal 
with  the  sites  on  commercial  principles. 
These  companies  have  reserve  funds,  and 
would,  no  doubt,  be  more  than  willing 
to  apply  those  funds  to  the  purchase  of 
unsanitary  sites  in  the  way  I  mention.  I 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Ckivemment  Board 
whether  he  could  not  devise  a  system, 
under  which,  with  certain  saf  ^^uards,  these 
companies  could  be  allowed  a  locus  standi. 
The  Bill  throws  on  Local  Authorities 
the  duties  connected  with  the  acquisition 
of  land,  and  I  do  not  see  why  that  duty 
should  be  thrown  upon  them,  if  you  can, 
by  means  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  get  those 
who  would  be  willing  to  undertake  the 
duty.  The  second  point  I  desire  to  men- 
tion is  the  difficulty  of  making  any  sys- 
tem of  this  sort  self- working.  In  the 
districts  where  improvement  is  most 
wanted  you  will  find  the  owners  of  the 
unsanitary  property  get  themselves 
elected  to  the  Local>  Board,  where  they 
can  bring  such  influence  to  bear  as  to 
impede  the  working  of  these  improve- 
ment schemes.  I  know  instances  where 
they  have  combined  to  prevent  anything 
being  done.  I  submit  that  the  solution 
of  this  question  is  very  easy.  I  deny 
altogether  that  a  man  has  a  right  to  make 
a  profit  out  of  what  is  a  danger  to  the 
public.  I  deny  that  he  has  a  right  to 
crowd  human  beings  in  the  most 
unsanitary  and  frightful  dens,  and  risk 
the  spread  of  infection  for  the  benefit  of 
his  own  pocket.  IrecoUectin  one  distriotin 
Dublin,  happily  acquired  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, where  out  of  three  houses  there 
was  an  average  of  20  cases  of  typhus 
fever  every  year.  I  submit  that  the 
solution  of  the  difficulty  is  to  deprive  the 
Mr.  Chance 


owner  of  the  power  of  making  profit 
out  of  such  a  condition  of  things 
by  inserting  a  clause  which  will  make 
it  a  good  defence  on  the  part  of  Vbe 
tenant  to  a  demand  for  rent  thai  Ae 
house  is  not  fit  for  habitation.  Yon  in 
that  way  deprive  the  landlord  a£  his 
profit.  Yon  compel  him  for  the  sake  of 
his  own  pocket  to  repair  the  premiaea 
All  you  want  is  not  any  arbitrary  w 
harsh  method,  but  the  interpoaitum  cf 
the  Courts  of  Law — I  mean  the  Goanty 
Courts  and  the  Justices  Courts.  I  do  sot 
make  that  suggestion  as  an  alternative 
to  the  Bill ;  I  do  not  believe  it  would  be 
a  proper  alternative.  But  I  think  you 
wUl  find  that,  under  the  Bill,  the  qneatiai 
of  expense  will  always  be  before  the 
authorities,  and  that  will  prevent  them 
99  times  out  of  100  taking  action; 
but  if  the  rent  is  not  paid  because  of  the 
unsanitary  condition  of  the  property, 
then  it  immediately  becomes  the  inte- 
rest of  the  owner  to  put  it  into  a  proper 
state  of  repair. 
*Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  hope  the  mraae, 
with  whose  indulgence  I  speak,  will 
permit  me  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
hon.  Members  in  all  parts  of  it  for  the 
extremely  kind  and  cordial  reoeptaan 
they  have  given  the  proposals  of  this 
Bill.  It  is  not  the  least  satds&ctoiy 
point  of  the  case  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Kilkenny  has,  with  re- 
gard to  the  provisions  dealing  with 
Ireland,  also  expressed  himself  on  the 
whole  in  favour  <d  the  proposals  of  tiie 
Government,  believing  they  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  considerable  good  to  Ireland. 
There  are  hon.  Members  who  rerj 
much  desire  that  the  Bill  should  go 
further,  and  I  greatly  appreciate  &e 
attitude  which  they  have  taken  up  with 
r^ard  to  this  Bill.  I  know  there  are  a 
great  many  hon.  Members  who  desiie 
that  other  qnestions  of  great  interest 
affecting  the  dwellings  of  the  working 
classes  should  be  dealt  with,  but  they 
have  recognised,  and  no  one  naore  fuUy 
than  the  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green,  that  it  would  be  nndeairaUe  to 
complicate  this  simple  question  with 
many  difficult  problems.  For  instance, 
the  question  of  the  division  of  rates 
between  the  owner  and  the  occupier, 
the  question  of  betterment,  and  many 
points  of  that  description,  are  extremely 
interesting  and  most  important.  Hoaa. 
Members  recognise  that  an  attempt  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1853  Hoitainff  of  the 


{June  24,  1890}   Wwldng  Cl<mes,  &c.,  BUI.  1854 


have  dealt  with  questions  of  that  kind 
would  only  have  resulted  in  our  being 
unable  to  deal  'with  this  part  of  the 
sabjeot.  It  has  been  recognised,  and 
with  gpreat  force,  that  whatever  is  to  be 
doixe  for  the  better  housing  of  the  work- 
ing classes  should  be  done  quickly, 
rather  than  that  we  should  wait  for  some 
great  general  reform  in  connection 
with  the  rates  and  with  the  incidence  of 
taxation,  which  remain  to  be  dealt  with, 
and  perhaps  in  the  remote  future.  Now 
I  will  proceed  to  deal  with  some  of  the 
questions  pat  to  me.  The  hon.  Member 
for  North  St.  Pancras  was  rather  anxious 
that  the  Committee  should  have  before 
them  the  Bill  dealing  with  sanitary 
reform  in  the  Metropolis.  The  reform 
and  consolidation  of  the  public  health 
and  sanitary  laws  in  the  Metropolis 
formed  part  of  our  programme  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Session,  And  one 
of  the  first  duties  which  I  set  myself  in 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year  was 
to  draw  up  a  Consolidation  Bill.  But 
I  thought  it  advisable  that  we  should 
have  the  advice  of  the  various  Local 
Authorities  in  the  Metropolis,  as  well 
as  of  the  London  County  Council,  and 
I,  therefore,  sent  round  to  the  whole  of 
the  Local  Authorities  throughout 
London  our  proposed  Consolidation  Bill 
for  the  Metropolis.  Unfortunately,  the 
replies  were  a'  very  long  time  in  being 
returned.  There  were  matters  requiring 
refy  much  consideration,  and  I  do  not 
mean  to  complain ;  but  it  is  not  long  since 
we  received  the  last  of  the  representa- 
tions made  by  the  Local  Authorities,  and 
we  have  hardly  had  time  to  draw  up 
and  amend  our  Bill  in  sufficient  time  to 
put  it  before  the  Grand  Committee.  I 
think  it  would  be  unfortunate  if  there 
were  to  be  any  delay  in  dealing  with  the 
Consolidation  Bill  and  the  Bill  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Sanitary  Laws  of 
the  Metropolis.  I  have  not  entirely 
lost  hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to  deal 
with  the  question  this  Session,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  consider  that 
we  are  in  any  way  departing  from  our 
engagements  because  of  the  delay  caused 
by  the  Local  Authorities  taking  a  long 
time  to  send  in  their  replies.  It  was 
suggested  by  the  noble  Earl  (Earl 
Compton)  that  we  should  not  press  the 
Consolidation  Bill  this  year ;  but  1  should 
be  greatly  disappointed  if  this  Bill  did 
not  oome  out  from  the  Grand  Committee 


both  amended  and  consolidated;  and 
whatever  may  be  the  composition  of  the 
Committee  to  which  these  Bills  are  re- 
ferred, I  can  assure  the  House  no  effort 
will  be  wanting  on  the  side  of  the  De- 
partment to  put  the  Bill  in  such  a 
position  as  will  enable  both  branches  of 
the  subject  to  be  dealt  with,  so  hs  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House  for  their  consideration 
the  entire  Bill  amended  and  consolidated. 
It  has  been  urged  upon  me  that  the 
Metropolitan  Members  should  be  fairly 
represented  upon  the  Grand  Committee 
to  which  these  Bills  are  to  be  referred.  I 
myself,  asa  Metropolitan  Member,  am  most 
anxious  that  this  should  be  so,  because 
the  measures  will  affect  the  London  more 
than  the  country  districts.  I  must, 
however,  point  out  that  the  nomination 
of  the  members  of  Grand  Committees 
does  not  rest  with  the  Government,  but 
with  the  Committee  of  Selection  of  this 
House,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  make 
a  fair  selection  of  members  to  serve  upon 
it.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
opposite  (Captain  Vemey)  has  reminded 
me  that  this  is  a  question  which  is  not 
solely  applicable  to  the  Metropolis  and 
other  towns,  but  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  knows  that  we  are  taking  steps 
in  this  Bill  with  a  view  of  doing  what 
we  can  for  the  rural  districts.  It  is, 
perhaps,  to  be  regretted  that  the  House 
took  the  course  it  adopted  with  regard 
to  the  Allotments  BUI,  whereby  it  almost 
deprived  the  Grovernment  of  any  power 
to  set  up  the  Counfy  Council  as  the 
authority  over  the  smaller  towns  and 
the  rural  districts.  We  were  strongly 
urged  on  that  Bill  not  to  make  the 
County  Council  a  Court  of  Appeal  from 
the  Local  Authorities  in  those  districts 
in  r^ard  to  allotments,  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, upon  this  House  that  the  respon- 
sibility devolves.  Of  course,  it  will  be 
a  matter  for  the  Committee  to  consider 
whether  some  modification  may  not  be 
made  in  this  principle  as  affecting  the 
rural  districts.  There  are  some  minor 
points  that  have  been  referred  to  in 
regard  to  matters  of  detail  which  I  will 
not  now  deal  with,  because  I  consider 
they  will  be  much  more  effectively  dis- 
cussed in  Committee.  In  conclusion,  I 
have  only  once  more  to  express  my 
cordial  thanks  to  hon.  Members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  for  the  kind  and 
cordial  reception  they  have  given  to  this 
measure,  and  to  express  a  hope  that  with 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1855  Hauting  of  the 


{COMMONS}     Working  Classes,  <£«.,  BUI.  1856 


their  assistance  it  may,  with  such  Amend- 
ments as  the  House  may  determine,  be 
speedilj  passed  into  law. 

•(9.50.)  Mk.  STANSFELD  (Hali- 
fax) :  I  think  the  House  will  be  satisfied 
with  the  introduction  of  these  measures, 
and  with  the  spirit  in  which  they  hare 
been  brou|^ht  forward  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  We  hare  heard  from  him 
that  he  has  experienced  great  difiB- 
culiy  in  regard  to  the  question  of 
giving  an  appeal  from  the  Local 
Authorities  to  the  County  Councils.  I 
wish  to  say  in  regard  to  that  question 
that  I  have  always  been  in  feiTonr  of  an 
appeal  to  a  higher  authority  where  an 
appeal  is  necessary,  because  I  hold  that 
that  is  a  material  part  of  the  Local 
Government  structure,  but  I  do  not  place 
too  much  reliance  on  appeals.  I  am 
disposed  to  place  iax  greater  reliance  on 
the  efficient  performance  of  their  duties 
by  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  in 
dealing  with  these  matters.  We  are, 
I  think,  agreed  that  the  existing  Sanitary 
Authority  is  not  an  entirely  satisfactory 
Authority.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knows  the  reason  why.  The  reason  is  that 
its  stmitary  functions  are  subordinated 
to  the  execution  of  its  Poor  Law  functions, 
so  that  the  sanitary  functions  occupy  the 
second  instead  of  the  first  place.  What 
is  wanted  is  that  there  should  be  areas 
constituted  under  Local  Government 
Authorities,  whose  first  duty  would  be  to 
attend  to  the  sanitary  conditions  of  their 
districts.  For  this  purpose  we  must 
have  District  Councils,  and  on  this  sub- 
ject we  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  I 
hope  also  those  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  are  exceedingly  anxious  for  the 
introduction  of  a  measure  to  complete 
the  Local  Government  Act  of  1888.  I 
trust  and  desire  that  before  long  we  may 
proceed  with  a  measure  constituting 
these  District  Councils,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  no  measure  would  be  more 
favourably  received  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  With  regard  to  the  Consolida- 
tion Bill,  two  opinions  have  been  ex- 
pressed on  this  side  of  the  House.  For 
myself,  I  agree  with  the  opinion  that  the 
Consolidation  Bill  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  of  the  first  importance,  and  I  do  not 
see  in  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  House 
any  reason  to  apprehend  difficulty  in  the 
incorporation  of  both  Bills — the  Con- 
solidation and  the  Amendment  Bill — in 
one  measure.  Undoubtedly  consolidation 
is  practical  amendment,  because  the  law 
Mr.  Ritchie 


has  become  so  di£Bcnlt  to  understand,  ad- 
minister,  and  apply  that  consolidation  has 
become  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity. 
I  congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  the  introduction  of  these  measures, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  to  some 
extent  improved  by  being  submitted  to 
a  Grand  Committee. 

•(9.59.)  Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.): 
There  are  one  or  two  matters  to  whicii, 
without  detaining  the  House  at  any 
length,  I  desire  to  call  attention.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  has  said 
that  dealing  with  this  subject  in  » 
necessarily  incomplete  way,  it  is  not 
desirable  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of 
principles  which  many  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  would  gladly  see  intro- 
duced. There  is,  however,  one  point 
within  the  limits  so  laid  down  to  which 
I  should  like  to  call  attention.  Li 
Clause  8  of  the  Amendment  Bill  a 
provision  is  introduced  for  the  simplifica- 
tion of  the  mode  of  levying  expenses 
incurred  under  these  Bills.  Hitherto 
such  expenses  might  be  levied  by  various 
rates.  Henceforth  they  can  only  be 
levied  by  one  rate.  The  clause  aims  at  an 
evident  improvement,  but  in  its  present 
form,  perhaps,  tends  rather  to  jeopardise  a 
valuable  provision  of  the  later  Acts,  which 
I  think  might,  with  advantage,  have 
been  applied  to  all  the  sets  of  provisions, 
for  the  bettering  of  the  housing  of  the 
working  classes.  It  is  well-known  to  the 
House  that  the  principle  of  betterment 
has  already  been  applied  in  one  part  of 
the  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the 
housing  of  the  working  classes — I  mean 
that  part  which  deals  with  obstructive 
buildings.  Under  Section  48  of  the  Con- 
solidation Bill,  if  the  demolition  of  an 
obstructive  building  adds  to  the  value  of 
the  neighbouring  buildings,  part  of  the 
expense  may  be  cast  by  the  arbitrator  on 
the  owners  of  those  biuldings.  That  is 
an  application  of  the  principle  of  better- 
ment which  I  think  simpler  and  better 
than  that  contained  in  the  clause 
dealing  with  betterment  in  the  London 
Bill  recently  discussed  in  this  House. 
Having  taken  some  pains  to  gatJier 
the  effect  of  American  legislation  on 
the  subject,  I  may  say  I  think  t^e 
mode  in  which  the  betterment 
principle  is  applied  in  the  section  I 
refer  to  is  more  in  accordance  with 
American  precedents  than  was  the 
rather  curious  proposal  of  the  London 
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Connty  Council.     I  cannot,  however,  in 
the  least,  see  why  this  provision  shoald 
be  applied  only  to  obfitractive  baildings. 
By  the  Amending  Bill  the   Government 
proposes  to  apply  the  rating  provisions 
hitherto  applicable  only  to  certain  classes 
of    improvements    nnder    the    Artizans 
Dwellings    Acta    to    all    improvements 
nnder    the    Acts     now     to     be     con- 
solidated.      Might    not    the    principle 
of     betterment     in      the      same     way 
be    applied     generally     by     tlie    very 
simple  means  of  making  the  provision  in 
Section     48    of  the   Consolidating  Bill 
applicable,    not     only     to     obstructive 
buildings,   bat  also  to  unhealthy  areas, 
and  all  other  nuisances  removed  under 
these      Bills  t      In    many     cases     the 
deterioration  in  the  value  of  surrounding 
property,   cansed  by    the    existence  of 
unsanitary  houses,  is  extremely  large;  and 
surely  in   such   instances  it  would   be 
well  that  some  part  of  the  expense  of 
removing  those  houses  should  be  put  on 
the  owners  of  the  surrounding  property. 
I  understand,    from   the   Memorandum 
attached    to    the     Consolidating     Bill, 
that    it     is     not     anticipated     that    it 
will    be    necessary    to     insert    in    the 
Amendment  Bill  any  provision  dealing 
with  the  question  of  registration  of  charges 
nnder   the  Land  Charges   Begistration 
Act,  1888.     I   venture  to  express  the 
opinion  that  the   same    reasons  which 
weighed  with  the  Court  in  determining 
that  charges  under  Section   150  of  the 
Public     Health     Act     could     not    bci 
registered  under  that  Act  will  apply  in 
the  case  of  charges  under  the   Bills  we 
are    now   discussing.     In  each  case  the 
charges  are  not  the  result  of   agreement, 
but    are    imposed     by    authority.     It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  to  be  desirable 
that  some  provision  for  the  registration 
of  these  charges  should  be  inserted  in 
this  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
nutted  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Law,  &c. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

ACTS    (CONSOLIDATION)  BILL. 

(ho.    285.)       SECOND  READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (J/r.  Ritchie.) 


•(10.7.)  Mf.  CHANNING:  I  cannot 
agree  with  some  of  the  remarks  that  fell 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld) 
as  to  the  way  in  which  the  principle  ■ 
of  consolidation  is  carried  out  in  this 
Bill.  I  think  it  would  have  been 
far  better  if  we  had  had  a  great  many 
of  the  old  Acts  put  into  the  waste- 
paper  basket,  and  have  had  them  re- 
placed by  a  much  simpler  measure.  The 
first  part  of  this  Bill  deals  with  unhealthy 
areas,  and  the  second  part  with  unhealthy 
dwellings.  These  two  parts  contain  a 
great  deal  of  useful  machinery,  which 
would  enable  much  good  to  be  done  in 
rural  as  well  as  in  Urban  Sanitary  dis- 
tricte,  and  I  must  protest  against  the 
exclusion  of  the  rural  districts  from 
participation  in  the  benefita  of  many  of 
these  provisions.  I  allude  especially  to 
the  provisions  in  regard  to  the  question 
of  compensation  where  land  is  taken 
compulsorily.  In  Urban  Districts  land 
can  be  bought  without  any  extra  value 
being  added  in  respect  of  compulsory 
purchase,  and  that  should  be  extended  to 
Rural  Districts  also.  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Ritchie)  is  losing  a  great 
opportunity  in  not  extending  those  pro- 
visions to  the  Rural  Sanitary  districts. 
Part  of  the  Act  of  1885  is  verf  rightly 
introduced  into  the  third  part  of  the  Bill ; 
and  in  the  56th  section  we  find  that  the 
expression  "cottage"  may  include  a 
garden  of  not  more  than  half  an  acre, 
providing  that  the  estimated  annual 
value  does  not  exceed  .£3.  It  really 
is  monstrous  to  say  that  we  have  not 
unhealthy  homes  and  , areas  in  the 
villages  of  England.  Anyone  acquainted 
with  the  condition  of  many  villages  in 
the  Midlands  must  know  that  in  that 
part  of  England — and  I  believe  the  same 
may  be  said  of  Dorset  and  Wiltshire — 
there  are  some  very  unhealthy  areas  to 
which  the  first  and  second  parts  of  this 
Bill  might  very  well  be  applied.  The 
question  is,  why  Rural  Sanitary  Autho- 
rities should  not  have  the  same  ad- 
vantages  as  Urban  Sanitary  Authorities  in 
r^ard  to  the  compulsory  purchase  of  land 
for  clearing  away  unhealthy  buildings.  I. 
really  think  this  is  a  blot  in  the  Bill,  and 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  lost  a 
valuable  opportunity  of  providing  facili- 
ties for  the  removal  of  the  rookeries 
which  are  to  be  found  in  a  g^at  many 
of  our  villages. 
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*(10.14.)  Mb.  RrrCHIE:  The  hon. 
'Oeutleman  will  observe  that  the  Bill  is 
parely  a  Consolidation  Bill,  and  not  an 
Amendment  Bill  at  all.  It  merely  pn^s 
intoone  BiU  the  varionsenaotments  which 
uow  deal  with  the  subject.  The  matters 
to  which  he  has  referred  may  be  very 
lairly  considered  in  connection  with  the 
Amendment  Bill,  but  are  hardly  relevant 
to  the  present  meaaore. 

(10.15.)  Mr.  JAMES  ELLIS  (Leices- 
tershire, Bosworth) :  I  should  like  to 
emphasise  what  my  hoa.  Friend  has  said. 
It  is  undoubtedly  the  case  that  in  many 
places  in  the  provinces  there  are  blooks 
of  houses  which  ought  to  be  swept 
away.  They  are  ohietiy  the  prodacti<ms 
of  speculative  builders. 

•(10.16.)  Sir  WALTER  FOSTER: 
There  is  no  power  vested  in  Rural  Sani- 
tary Authorities  to  obtain  land  conxpnl- 
fiorily  for  the  purposes  referred  to, 
and  I  would  put  it  to  the  ri^t  hon. 
Oentleman  whether  it  would  not  be 
jMBsible  to  consider  the  matter,  with  a 
view  of  removing  this  grievance  in  the 
other  Bill  ?  It  is  equally  important  in 
rural  as  in  urban  districts  that  we  should 
obtain  the  best  sanitary  areas  for  the 
people ;  and  I  trust  that  the  flaw  having 
been  pointed  out,  the  Government  will 
give  us  a  promise  to  deal  with  the 
matter  at  some  future  stage  of  the  BilL 

•(10.17.)  Mr.  RITGHIB  :  U  the  hon. 
Member  will  read  Clause  13  of 
the  Amendment  Bill  he  will  find  that 
the  proposals  in  the  Bill  are,  to  aome 
oztent,  applied  to  rural  districts.  There 
is  no  reason  why  the  provisions  applying 
to  Urban  Sanitary  districts  should  not  be 
applied  to  rural  districts,  and  the  matter 
will,  no  doubt,  be  considered  by  the 
Select  Committee. 

(10.18.)  Mb.  M.  J.  KENNr  (Tyrone, 
Mid) :  Might  I  ask  whether  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Law,  to  which  this  Bill 
is  to  be  referred,  will  undergo  some 
alteration  with  a  view  to  the  ccmsideEa- 
tion  of  this  Bill?  There  will,  probably, 
be  upon  that  Committee  an  excess  of 
Members  who  were  principally  oon- 
oerned  in  the  Light  Railways  Bill  of  last 
Session.  On  this  occasion  I  trust  there 
will  be  upon  it  a  considerable  number  of 
Irish  Members  representing  Irish  urban 
districts,  seeing  that  this  Bill  will  affect 
the  cities  and  largo  towns  of  Ireland — 
where  it  is  to  be  lioped  it  will  have  con- 
siderable effect.     I  hope  that  in  con- 


sidering the  question  of  the  constitution 
of  the  Committee  the  claims  of  the  Irish 
Members  to  adequate  representation  will 
be  considered. 
•(10.20.)  Me.  RITCHIE:  This  is  a 
matter  for  the  Committee  of  Selection 
and  not  for  me  ;  but,  no  doubt,  due  con- 
sideration will  be  given  to  all  the 
interests  concerned. 

(10.20.)  Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY:  I  wouH 
remind  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  ihak 
the  claims  of  Sijotland  will  also  have  to 
be  considered,  as  the  Bill  will  affect  many 
districts  in  Scotland,  rural  as  well  as 
urbfm. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  on  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Infltmotion  to 
the  Committee,  that  they  have  power 
to  coBBolidato  the  two  Bills  into  one  BilL 

ALDBRSHOT  ROAM  BILL.— (No.  298.) 
SECOND  READIKG. 

Order  .for  Seoond  Beading,  read. 
•(10.22.)  Thb  FINANCIAL  SBCRB- 
TARY  TO  rai:  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr. 
Bbodbick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  object 
of  this  Bill — whieh  is  one  of  very  small 
scope — is  to  give  power  to  divert  certain 
roads  and  tracks  which  have  becoae 
dangerous  from  their  proximity  ta  rifle 
ranges  at  which  it  has  become  necessaiy 
to  stop  shooting  until  ihe  diversion  can 
be  effected.  I  have  been  in  oonununi- 
oation  with  several  Members  respbotiog 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill ;  and  ihe  right 
hon.  Member  for  Bradfcnrd  (Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre)  has  requested  thai  a  plan 
showing  exactly  wh&t  is  proposed,  to  be 
d<me  shall  be  exhibited  in  the  Libraiy  ti 
the  House.  This  request  will  be  ocomplied 
with.  The  Bill  does  not  deal  with  a  very 
extended  area  of  land ;  but  it  is  neoessaiy 
that  rifle  practice  should  ooatinue  over 
the  area  aiEected,  and  that  ttie  paUie 
should  be  protected  from  the  long  raage 
firing.  It  is  impossible  in  a  Bill  of  ilus 
so<^  to  ezpiaia  the  exact  changes  whidi 
are  proposed.  They  will  form  matter  for 
consideration  in  Committee.  I  propoae 
to  move  that'  the  Bill  be  -  refemsd  ta  a 
Hybrid  Committee,  so  that  if  any  indiTi- 
dual  thinks  he  is  aggrieved  he  may  hare 
the  c^poirtunity  of  being  heard  by 
counsel  or  otherwise.  T  Trill  iifit  riotaht 
the  Committee  further,  bat  will  simpty 
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move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  Brodriek.) 

•(10.25.)  Mb.  SHAW  LEFBVRE : 
This  Bill  is  of  a  veiy  exceptional 
character,  because  it  proposes  to  stop 
up  roads  and  footpaths  over  many  thou- 
sand acres  of  land.  I  do  not  say  at 
present  whether  this  is  right  or  wrong, 
but  certainly  it  ought  not  to  be  done 
without  great  consideration  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  public;  it  is  sought 
to  be  effected  without  that  public  investi- 
gation in  the  locality  which  would  be 
deemed  necessary  in  other  cases.  For 
the  present,  however,  I  shall  be  satisfied 
if  the  changes  are  shown  in  the  plan  to 
be  exhibited  in  the  Library,  and  if  the 
Bill  is  referred  to  a  Hybrid  Committee, 
before  whom  individuals  interested  can 
be  heard  without  the  necessity  of  appear- 
ing by  counsel. 

(10.27.)  Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hants, 
Basingstoke) :  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
stopping  of  these  footpaths  must  ob- 
viously be  to  the  interest  of  the  public, 
seeing  that  they  are  not  safe  to  people 
traversing  them  by  reason  of  the  rifle 
shooting.  But  I  should  like  to  know 
who  is  to  keep  up  the  new  roads  and 
footpaths  when  they  are  established. 
K  they  are  to  be  used  exclusively  by  the 
milittuy,  I  think  they  ought  to  be  kept 
up  at  the  expense  of  the  War  OfiBce. 
K,  however,  they  are  going  to  be  thrown 
upon  the  Local  Authorities,  care  ought 
to  be  taken  that  they  are  properly  made 
np  before  they  are  accepted. 

(10.28.)  Mb.  CONYBBARB  (Corn- 
wall, Camborne) :  I  was  glad  to  hear 
the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Bradford,  because 
they  entirely  justify  the  action  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  take,  on  several 
occasions,  in  refusing  to  allow  the  Bill 
to  be  taken  after  midnight.  I  have 
taken  that  course  more  than  once, 
holding  that  the  Qovernment  should  not 
expect  to  be  allowed  to  take  important 
business  after  midnight  when  they  have 
taken  all  the  time  of  private  Members 
before  midnight.  I  am  not  going  to 
oppose  the  passage  of  the  measure,  be- 
cause I  think  it  will  probably  be  in  the 
interest  of  the  pnbUc.  I  cannot,  however, 
aooept  the  proposition  laid  down  b^  the 

yOL.  COCXLV.      [thibo  sebies.] 


hon.  Member  for  Basingstoke,  who  says  it 
is  in  the  interest  of  the  public  to  stop 
the  footpaths  for  the  reason  that  if  they 
used  them  they  might  get  shot.  It 
seems  to  me  a  most  extraordinary 
doctrine  that  we  should  stop  up  footpaths 
because  certain  gentlemen,  military  or 
otherwise,  want  to  shoot  at  long  ranges. 
But  I  presume  these  alterations  have  in 
view  the  arrangements  of  the  Rifle 
Association  as  well  as  those  of  the 
regular  Military  Authorities.  It  is  im- 
possible to  criticise  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  until  we  have  the  plan  be- 
fore us,  and  I  am  glad  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  has  promised  to 
place  a  map  in  the  Library.  I  think, 
however,  that  attention  ought  to  be 
called  to  the  exceptional  power  that  is 
taken  in  the  BUI  to  suspend  occasionally 
existing  rights  of  way.  That  seems  to 
me  a  very  novel  proceeding  which  the 
Conmiittee  ought  to  carefully  examine 
into.  Then  there  ia  the  clause  which 
deals  with  compensation  for  the  stopping 
up  or  the  diversion  of  rights  of  way. 
The  Board  of  Agriculture  is  to  hold  an 
inquiry  and  award  such  compensation  as 
it  may  think  just  out  of  money  to  be 
provided  by  Parliament.  I  should  have 
thought  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  had  his  hands  full  already ; 
bat  whether  that  is  so  or  not,  I  object  to 
the  proposal  to  do  away  with  the  open 
inquiry  in  the  locality  which  usually 
takes  place  when  there  is  any  question 
of  the  stopping  up  of  public  rights  of 
way,  and  to  place  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  o£Scials  in  any  one  of  the 
Departments  of  the  State.  Where  rights 
of  way  are  in  question,  the  Local  Authori- 
ties, such  as  the  County  Councils,  ought 
to  be  represented,  and  have  their  say. 
However,  these  matters  may  very  pro- 
perly be  left  to  the  examination  and  con- 
sideration of  the  Select  Committee.  I 
hope  the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  will  see  that  the  Committee  is  so 
comprised  that  it  will  give  a  fair  hearing 
to  all  parties  interested. 

(10.32.)  Mr.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.)  : 
I  feel  obliged  to  make  a  few  comments 
on  this  piece-meal  legislation.  There  are 
ranges  in  other  places  besides  Aldershot. 
I  thmk  it  would  be  &r  more  business- 
like for  the  Government  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  giving  the  Crown  power  to  take 
land,  and  to  pay  for  it  in  the  ordinary  way. 
I  utterly  ftuil  to  see  why  persons  whose 
3  U 
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rights  are  taken  away  by  the  Crown  or 
the  Government  should  be  sent  to  a 
State  Board,  while  persons  whose  land  is 
taken  by  a  Railway  Company  can  have  re- 
coarse  to  the  law.  Why  has  the  machinery 
of  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation 
Act  been  thrown  overboard,  and  this 
perfectly  new  and  undefined  machinery 
adopted  ? 

(10.35.)  Mb.  BRODRICK  :  The  hon. 
Member  has,  I  think,  overstated  the 
change  proposed  to  be  made.  The  Board 
of  Agriculture  merely  replaces  the  old 
Land  Commission,  and  takes  over  the 
duties  of  that  Board.  In  reply  to  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Jeffreys),  the  roads  pro- 
posed to  be  made  are  award  roads  of 
1826,  and  the  Highway  Boards  are  quite 
ready  to  take  them  over. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  -a  Select  Committee  of  seven  Mem- 
bers : — Pour  to  be    nominated   by   the 
-  House,  and  three  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection. 

ELECTORAL     DISABILITIES     (NAVAL, 
MILITARY,    AND   POLICE)  BILL. 

(no.  146.)  coMMrrrEB. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 
•(10.36.)  Me.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea)  : 
I  beg  to  move  the  Instruction  which 
stands  in  my  name.  The  Bill  seeks  to 
remove  disabilities  in  the  case  of  certain 
classes  only.  My  Instruction  would 
extend  the  principle  of  the  Bill  to  its 
logical  conclusion,  and  if  it  is  adopted, 
the  Committee  will  be  enabled  to  afEord 
relief  in  the  case  of,  railway  servants, 
merchant  sailors,  artisans,  and  others, 
who  are  at  the  present  time  in  many 
cases  disqualified. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  it  be  an  InstruotioD  to  the  Committee 
that  they  have  power  to  inaert  clauses  in  the 
BiU  to  remove  the  disahilities  attaching  to 
voters  who  have  been  absent  Irom  their  qualify- 
ing premises  under  any  oontract  of  service  or 
in  the  execution  of  a  public  duty. — {Mr.  Whit- 
more.) 

(10.37.)  Mb.  CHANCE:  I  should 
have  thought  that  on  a  Bill  of  this  im- 
portance the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  measure 
would  have  vouchsafed  some  explanation. 
Personally,  1  do  not  think  the  Instruc- 
tion goes  iax  enough  or  meets  the  whole 
difficulty.  I  object  to  the  entire  framing 
of  the  Bill  The  difficulty  which  exists 
Mr.  Chance 


under  the  present  franchise  is  that  any 
householder  must,  to  qualify  himseU 
for  a  vote,  be  in  occupation  of  the 
premises  for  the  whole  of  the  quali- 
fying period.  While  voluntary  absence 
for  six,  seven,  or  eight  months  does  not 
disqualify  a  man,  absence  on  duty — the 
absence  of  a  policeman  or  a  sailor  who 
has  signed  articles,  even  for  one  day — 
disqualifies  a  man  for  a  whole  year.  The 
simplest  way  of  dealing  with  the  question 
would  have  been  to  make  it  an  amend- 
ment of  the  general  law,  and  get  rid  of 
this  absurd  doctrine  that  compulsory 
absence  for  24  hours  is  a  bar  to  the 
franchise.  A  great  many  people  are 
subjected  to  disability,  and  I  fail  to  see 
why  only  some  men  should  be  singled 
out  for  exceptional  favour.  Some  ex- 
planation is  necessary  before  the  House 
can  wisely  permit  the  Second  Reading 
to  be  taken. 

•Me.  SPEAKER:  This  is  not  the 
Second  Reading.  The  question  is, 
whether  this  Instruction  should  be 
given  to  the  Committee. 

Me.  CHANCE:  I  desire  to  know 
why  the  Irish  Police,  for  instaace, 
should  receive  this  favourable  treatment, 
while  other  persons  with  far  greater 
interest  in  the  locality  should  be 
omitted  from  consideration.  The  Irish 
policeman  is  liable  to  be  shifted  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other, 
and  under  this  Bill  it  would  be  possible 
for  one  to  qualify  in  a  county  .where  the 
election  was  pretty  close — one  of  the 
divisions  of  Tyrone,  for  example.  All 
that  is  necessary  is  that  he  should  be 
there  on  the  20th  of  July,  1890,  and  the 
20th  of  July,  1891.  Why  are  seamen 
omitted  from  consideration  by  the  Bill  'i 
Everyone  knows  that  seamen  are  com- 
pelled to  sign  articles  in  the  Merchant 
Service,  and  that  they  commit  an  offence 
if  they  absent  themselves  from  service. 
It  is  held,  however,  that  absence  for  a 
single  week  in  a  coasting  steamer  would 
be  a  disqualification.  It  seems  to  me 
absurd  to  bring  in  a  Bill  dealing 
with  policemen  and  military,  and  to 
leave  out  of  consideration  seamen  who 
are  absent  under  articles. 

•Mb.  SPEAKER  :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  speak  to  the 
Instruction  before  the  House. 

Me.  CHANCE :  May  I  point  out  that 
I  am  showing  that  certain  classes  of  men 
have  been  omitted  from  consideration  ? 
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•The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
R.  Webstbb,  Isle  of  Wight):  I  accept 
the  Instruction. 

Mr.  CHANCE:  Yes;  but  yon  wiU 
allow  discussion.  There  is  another 
qaestion  which  I  do  not  think  the  In- 
struction raises,  and  that  is  the  question 
of  the  right  of  a  voter  to  vote  at  a  polling 
booth  which  is  not  in  his  own  polling 
district!  That  right  is  reasonably  given 
by  the  Bill  to  two  classes  of  people,  and 
I  suggest  to  the  Mover  of  the  Instruc- 
tion that  his  Instruction  ought  to  be 
widened  so  as  to  give  the  right  to  other 
classes  of  persons,  such  as  engine 
drivers  and  railway  servants,  who  may 
find  it  difficult  to  be  in  their  own  polling 
district  on  the  polling  day.  There  is  a 
third  class  of  persons  whom  the  In- 
struction ought  to  include,  and  they 
are  the  persons  who  have  renewed 

•Me.  SPEAKER:  I  am  sorry  to  in- 
terrupt the  hon.  Gentleman,  but  I  must 
point  out  to  him  that  the  Instruction 
only  refers  to  persons  who  are  absent 
under  any  contract  of  service  or  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  CHANCE:  I  am  ai^uing  that 
the  Instruction  ought  to  be  widened. 
I  think  the  Instruction  ought  not 
only  to  remove  the  bar  to  the  right 
to  vote,  but  should  give  faciUties  to 
vote,  such  as  the  Bill  affords  to 
two  classes  of  individuals.  Other 
persons  ought  to  be  afforded  quite 
as  great  facilities  for  voting  as  police- 
men and  soldiers.  I  submit  that,  under 
the  Instruction,  it  would  not  be  open  for 
the  Committee  to  make  that  alteration, 
and  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Whit- 
more)  will  re-consider  his  Instruction  or 
will  at  least  inform  the  House  he  is  not 
adverse  to  an  Amendment  of  the  In- 
struction which  would  make  the  matter 
clearer  and  enable  persons  to  get* not 
only  one  advantage,  but  all  the  advantages 
which  the  Bill  proposes  to  give. 

•(10.49.)  Sib  R.  WEBSTER:  If  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  had  been 
present  at  the  Debate  on  the  Second 
Reading  he  would  know  that  this  Bill 
has  been  introduced  at  the  request  of  the 
Revising  Barristers  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  who  think  it  very  hard  that 
persons  away  on  duty  for  four  months 
should  lose  their  vote.  On  the  Second 
Reading  the  hon.  Member  for  Chelsea 
suggested  that  the  Bill  should  be  ex- 
tended to  all  contracts  of  service,  and,  on 


behalf  of  the  Government,  acquiescence 
with  that  view  was  given.  Amendments 
have  been  put  upon  the  Paper  to  carry 
out  that  intention.  If  seamen  come  within 
the  words  I  have  put  down,  namely, 
"  in  the  performance  of  any  duty  of  his 
ofBce,  employment,  or  service,"  they  will 
be  included  in  the  Bill.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  railway  servants  ought  to 
have  some  special  privileges.  So  far  as 
railway  servants  have  to  be  absent  from 
their  homes  for  the  qualifying  period, 
they  will  be  included  in  the  Bill.  Then 
it  is  suggested  that,  in  addition,  there 
should  be  facilities  for  these  men  to  vote 
at  places  other  than  their  own  polling 
districts.  I  have  made  some  inquiry, 
and  I  have  found  there  is  no  practical 
grievance.  It  is  not  desirable  to  extend 
the  power  of  voting  at  other  polling 
places  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary, 
and  I  am  informed  that  railway  men 
will,  as  a  rule,  be  able  to  vote  some  time 
between  the  hours  of  8  and  8. 
♦(10.51.)  Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  (St. 
Pancras,  N.) :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  says  there  is  no  practical 
grievance  as  regards  railway  men.  He 
is  mistaken.  Numbers  of  railway  ser- 
vants are  unable  to  vote  in  consequence 
of  being  sent  away  before  the  day  of 
election,  and  being  unable  to  return  to 
their  homes  until  after  the  day  of  polling. 
I  see  great  practical  difficulty  iii  dealing 
with  the  matter :  but  it  ought  to  be 
possible ;  and  might,  if  we  could  provide 
that  all  elections  should  take  place  on  the 
same  day.  In  that  case  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  enabling  railway 
servants  to  poll  in  constituencies  in  which 
they  happened  to  be  at  the  time  of  the 
election ;  their  ballot  papers  being  trans- 
mitted to  their  own  constituencies. 

(10.53.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  con- 
sider the  Bill  is  a  very  useful 
one,  and  therefore  it  is  one  to 
which  I  should  not  like  to  see  any 
strenuous  opposition  made.  As  far  as  it 
goes,  it  accomplishes  a  very  idesirable 
object,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
necessary  to  point  out  that  the  measure 
would  never  have  been  necessary  but  for 
the  decision  of  the  Queen's  Bench  in 
England  in  the  case  of  "  King  against 
Mitchell."  That  decision  as  regards 
soldiers  and  sailors  was  distinctly  dis- 
sented from  in  Ireland  by  the  Irish 
Court  of  Appeal ;  but.in  order  to  promote 
uniformity   in  the  franchise  in  the  three' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1867      Electoral  DisabUitiet  {COHSIOIHB) 


{NckBol,  Ao.)  Bill. 


186fi 


ooantries,  the  Irish  Court  were  with  great 
reluctance  bound  to  follow  the  Snglish 
caae.  The  result  has  been  a  state  ot 
things  in  Ireland  which  even  the 
Instruction  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Chelsea  does  not  meet.  In  a  recent  oase 
in  Ireland,  as  regards  sailors,  there  was 
the  most  unnatural  constructioa  of  the 
law  that  perhaps  any  Court  ever  gave. 
The  Irish  Judges  have  declared  that  if  a 
sailor  takes  passage  on  the  night  mail 
£rom  Belfast  to  Barrow-in-Furness,  or 
from  one  little  ooasting  station  in  Ireland 
to  another  little  ooasting  station  in 
Scotland  or  England,  under  articles  by 
whioh  he  can  be  compelled  to  go  on 
board  under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act, 
he  is  disqualified. 

Sib  B.  WEBSTER:  That  is  dealt  with 
in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HBALY  :  Tee,  under  the 
Bill  he  maj  be  absent  for  not  more  than 
four  months  from  his  home. 

Sir.  R,  WEBSTER :  The  four  months 
appUes  to  all  persons.  It  is  not  thought 
right  to  give  a  g^reater  extension  to  one 
class  of  men  than  tu  another. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  A  pure  fallacy. 
If  a  man  lets  his  house  furnished  during 
thesammer.andocoupiee  itduring  the  rest 
of  the  year  it  is  considered  a  very  hard 
thing  that  he  should  lose  the  franchise. 
That  man,  however,  puts  another  family 
into  his  house.  The  sailor,  on  the  other 
hand,  continues  to  pay  his  rates  and 
taxes,  and  his  wife  and  children  remain 
in  possession  of  the  promises.  The  two 
cases  are  wholly  different,  and  I  suggest 
that  the  four  months'  analogy  which  has 
been  imported  into  the  law,  is  an  entirely 
false  one.  Why  should  the  ilaau  who 
ret  oms  home  within  the  four  months  retain 
the  franchise,  whilst  the  man  who  is 
absent  for  &t9  or  six  months  loses  it  ?  The 
real  test  ought  to  be  constructive  occupa- 
tion of  the  premises.  If  a  man,  through 
his  wife  and  fanuly,  remaiu  in  occupa- 
tion of  the  house,  he  ought  uot  to  lose 
his  rote.  This  is  a  se^aring  nation. 
The  English  people  owe  their  greatness 
and  potentudity  to  their  aeafaxing 
character.  I  hope  the  Goremment  will 
recognise  that  four  months  is  a  pernicious 
limit  and  will  re-consider  their  decision. 
I  welcome  the  change  in  this  Bill, 
although  I  believe  that  from  a  Partv 
point  of  view  it  may  injure  us  in  Derry, 
whore  the  Militiamen,  who  are  mostly 
Nationalists,  are  generally  ship^ied  to 
JUr.  T.  M.  ffealy 


some  place  in  the  South  of  Bngjand 
when  the  day  of  election  comes.  Let  us 
try  to  come  to  an  agreement  <m 
th«  Bill  by  providing  that  where  a 
man  remains  in  oonstructiye  occupation 
of  his  premises,  and  is,  as  Gilbert  woold 
say,  "  a  pure  and  blameless  ratepayer," 
he  shall  not  lose  his  vote  by  reason  (A 
absence  from  home.  I  therefore  propose 
to  add  to  the  words  ot  the  hon.  Member 
for  Chelsea — 

"  Or  m  other  oases  where  the  voter,  notwitk- 
atanding  kU  peraonal  absenoa,  haa  bee»  in 
oonatmotiTe  occupation  of  the  qoalifyiiig 
premises." 

You  have  not  in  Englaivd  Uiat  keen 
wateh  kept  upon  the  roister — that 
attacdc  upon  it  which  obtains  in  Dlster. 
In  Derry  and  Belfast  you  may  find  men 
watching  the  Police  Courts  with  the  sole 
object  of  discovering  those  |kersons  who, 
being  charged  with  drunkenness,  are 
imprisoned  because  they  cannot  pay  the 
fine.  One  consequence  attaching  to  this 
imprisonment  is  the  loss  of  the  firaAchise. 
It  may  be  that  the  House  may  take  up  a 
hoity-toity,  virtuous  attitude,  as  the 
House  sometimes  does,  and  say  there 
should  be  no  sympathy  with  drunkards ; 
but  it  should  be  observed  this  depriving 
a  man  of  the  franchise  is  not  because  he 
happened  to  be  drunk,  but  because  he 
has  not  5s.  to  pay  the  fine  and  prevent 
imprisonment.  The  rich  drunkard  goes 
about  his  business,  and  enjoys  his  fran- 
chise ;  but  the  poor  man'  must  go  to 
prison  until  his  friends  i^ise  the  money 
to  pay  his  fine,  and  i<ir  t^is  he  loses  his 
electoral  right.  This  is  one'  of  the  cases 
the  Bill  does  not  cover.  If  -^  are  going 
to  deprive  a  man  of  the  franchise  for 
little  lapses  of  this  kind,  that  is 
reducing  the  franchise  to  an  absardilj. 
It  is  an  odious  state  of  things,  and  not  to 
be1»leiated.  In  England  the  riew  of 
the  Revising  Barristers  is  to  extend  the 
franchise  so  far  as  possible  within  the 
law  ;  but  in  Ireland  the  case  is  wholly 
different,  and  the  object  of  the  Revising 
Barrister  is  to  cut  the  throat  of  the 
franchise.  The  Revising  Bfctristers  in 
Ireland  are  nominated  by  tiaie  Lord 
Lieatenant,  and  of  the' 20  appointed  last 
October  18  were  Tories.  These  men 
make  a  shambles  of  their  Judgment 
Seat ;  you  can  see  them  with  the  chop- 
ping block  at  hand  lookli^  oat  for  the 
head  of  every  Nationaliflt  in  Ulster. 
You  may  tell  from  the  name  of  a  wan 
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-wlkether  he  is  a  Nationalist.  The 
CMahoneys,  the  Mnrphys,  the  Dono- 
vans, and  such  bke,  yon  may  rely  are 
Kationalists.  But  when  yon  light  upon 
a  man  with  the  name  of  Blenkinsop  or 
aomething  of  that  kind  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  then  yon  may  safely  put  him 
down  as  a  Tory.  Any  man  with  know- 
ledge of  the  oonntry  knows  the  politics 
of  A  man  aa  he  comes  np  in  these  narrow 
divisions,  and  the  partisan  action  of  these 
Bevising  Barristers  has  become  a 
soandal  in  Ireland.  The  Amendment  1 
propose  is  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Instruction — 

"Or  ia  other  cases  where  a  voter,  notwitfa- 
■taiMling  hk  personal  absence,  has  been  in 
oonstmetive  occupation  of  the  ^qualifying  pre- 
mises." 

•(U-5.)  Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  do  not 
tkmk  that  would  be  in  order.  The  Bill 
is  to  exen^t  from  disqualification  to  be 
on  the  register  those  persons  of  three 
classes  who  are  disqualified  by  reason 
of  absence,  namely,  the  Military, 
Naval,  and  Police  Forces,  acting 
under  authority,  and  to  provide 
that  absence  under  such  oircunistances 
should  not  be  a  disqualification.  The 
Instruction  now  proposes  to  extend  this 
to  other  persons  who  might  be  acting 
nadar  contract  of  service ;  but  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  in  order  to  attach  to 
that  provisions  as  to  occupation,  the 
lodgers'  franchise  registration,  or  other 
matters  connected  with  the  franchise, 
bat  apart  from  the  purpose  of  the  Bill. 

(11.6.)  M*.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  It  is  per- 
{e<^y  trne^  Sir,  that  the  Bill  deals  only 
-with  the  Naval,  Military,  and  Police 
Forces  ;  but  the  Amendment  which  the 
Ctoveroment  have  accepted  proposes  to 
remove  the  disability  also  in  the  case  of 
those  absent  from  the  qualifying 
pcemises  under  ai^  contract  of  service  ; 
and  my  suggestion  is  that  the  disqualifi- 
cation should  be  removed  where  persons 
have  been  absent  generally,  provided 
they  hare  had  a  constructive  occupancy 
through  their  wives  and  families. 

•(11.7.)  Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  apprehend 
frcoo  that  no  Instruction  would  be 
required.  I  think  that  an  Amendment 
pcovidiug  that  a  contract  of  service— 
oompulsoiT'  service,  compelling  absence 
from  qualifying  premises  should  not  be 
held  to  disqualify — would  oome  within 
the  aoope  of  the  Bill,  and  if  within  the 
90^  of  th«  Bill,  would  b*  in  order. 


1870 

(11.7.)  Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Of  course. 
Sir,  if  you  rule  that  I  should  be  in  order 
in  moving  my  Amendment  in  Com- 
mittee, that  will  quite  satisfy  me. 

(11.8.)  Mb.  COURTNEY  (OomwaU, 
Bodmin) :  I  do  not  understand  from  your 
views,  Sir,  that  this  Amendment  would  be 
inorder,  but,  that  on  the  contrary,  it  wonld 
be  altogether  outside  the  scope  of  the 
Bill,  and  so  could  not  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  Committee.  In  respect  to 
the  Amendment,  I  submit  as  a  point  of 
order  that  it  is  really  a  new  Instruction, 
and  not  an  addition  to  the  Motion  we 
have  now  before  ns,  and  so,  in  any  case, 
notice  of  it  should  appear  on  the  Paper. 

(11.8.)  Me.  STANSFELD  (Halifax)  : 
On  the  question  of  order.  Sir,  I  presume 
we  are  entitled  to  alter  the  title  of  the 
Bill  and  its  contents  ? 

(11.9.)  Sir  R.  WEBSTER:  May  I 
point  out  that  the  Bill  does  not  in  any 
way  affect  or  alter  the  law  as  to  the 
qualifying  occupation,  but  simply  pro- 
poses that  where  there  is  a  qualifying 
oooupation  absence  under  a  contract  of 
service  shall  not  disqualify. 
•(11.9.)  Mr.  CAUSTON  (Sonthwark, 
W.) ;  May  I  ask  whether  commercial 
travellers  and  coachmen  would  oome  under 
the  exemption  from  disqualification  1 

Sm  R.  WEBSTER :  Yes,  if  under  a 
contract  of  service. 

•Mb.  SPEAKER :  That  is  the  whole 
point,  absence  from  qualifying  premises 
under  contract  of  service. 

(11.10.)  Mb.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire, 
Brigg) :  The  Government  luive  ag^ed  to 
accept  the  Instruction  by  which  the 
scope  of  the  Bill  will  be  largely  extended 
beyond  the  original  intention,  and  I 
wish  to  extend  it  so  as  to  meet  such  oases 
as  that  of  railway  servants  in  the  locomo- 
tive service.  These  men — and  the  num- 
ber is  lai^ — leave  home  on  long  railway 
journeys  before  the  poll  opens  and  return 
after  the  poll  has  closed.  I  would  ask 
the  Attorney  Gl«nerel  if  he  can  see  his 
way  to  introducing  in  the  Bill  a  provi- 
sion to  meet  such  oases  as  these,  where, 
by  the  requirements  of  their  occupation, 
men  are  prevented  from  the  exercise  of 
the  franchise  because  they  cannot  attend 
the  polL  Then  there  is  another  class 
on  whose  behalf  I  make  an  appeal,  Non- 
conformist ministers.  They  are  under 
contracts  of  service  of  a  very  important 
character,  whioh  practically  disqualify 
them  from  the  exercise  of  the  franchise. 
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I  speak  more  particularly  of  the  Wesleyan 
Body,  though  my  remarks  may  apply 
to  other  Nonconformist  ministers.  The 
rule  in  the  Wesleyan  Church  is  that  the 
minister  shall  stay  three  years  in  the 
district  to  which  he  is  appointed,  and 
then  he  is  transferred,  perhaps,  to  the 
other  end  of  .the  Kingdom.  Those 
changes  of  residence  disqualify,  and  I 
•would  ask  is  it  not  possible  to  arrive  at 
some  arrangement  by  which  these  men, 
who  may  be  counted  by  the  thousand — 
men  of  education  such  as  it  is  desirable 
to  have  on  the  register — may  exercise  the 
franchise  under  their  terms  of  service  ? 

(11.12.)  Mb.  storey  (Sunderland): 
There  is  another  class  of  men  for  whom 
I  desire  to  say  a  word.  The  Bill  provides 
that  a  policeman  absent  on  duty  may 
record  his  vote  in  a  booth  other  than 
the  one  to  which,  as  an  ordinary  voter, 
he  should  go.  Now,  in  boroughs  such 
as  Sunderland,  there  may  be  60  or  70 
polling  booths,  and  as  many  Returning 
Officers  and  clerks.  These  officials,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  have  no  means  of  voting, 
because  they  cannot  leave  the  booth 
where  they  are  employed.  Unless  the 
Mayor  is  in  sympathy  with  a  Returning 
Officer,  and  appoints  him  to  a  booth 
where  he  can  register  his  vote,  these 
electors  are  deprived  of  the  opportunity 
of  exercising  the  franchise  at  all,  unless, 
indeed,  by  a  hurried  drive  in  a  cab, 
they  can  contrive  to  do  this. 

Me.  TOMMNSON  :  I  rise  to  order, 
Sir.  The  Bill,  I  submit,  does  not  affect 
the  right  to  votn,  but  the  right  to  be  on 
the  register. 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  point  is  that 
members  of  the  Naval,  Military,  and 
Police  Service  are  not  to  be  disqualified 
by  reason  of  enforced  absence  under 
contract  of  service,  and  the  argument 
is  that  other  classes  absent  under 
authorify  should  not  be  precluded  from 
voting,  and  the  question  is  whether 
some  means  may  be  devised  enabling 
such  persons  to  vote. 

Me.  STOREY  :  I  am  obliged  to  yon, 
Sir,  for  making  my  meaning  clear  to  the 
hon.  Member.  By  way  of  bringing  the 
matter  to  an  issue,  I  propose  to  add, 
when  the  present  Amendment  is  dis- 
posed of,  the  words — 

"Or  are  unable  to  vote  at  their  polling 
place,  omug  to  the  execution  of  a  public 
anty." 

Mr.  Waddy 


•Me.  SPEAKER :  The  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Long- 
ford is  not  in  order;  does  the  hon. 
Member  move  now  % 

Mr.  STOREY  assented. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  add  to  the 
proposed  Instruction,  the  words — 

"  Ur  are    unable  to   vote  at  their  polling 

SlaceB,    owing   to  the   execution   of  a  public 
uty  in  connsotion  with  the  election." 

(11.18.)  Sib R.  WEBSTER:  Ithinkif 
the  hon.  Member  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  looking  over  the  Bill,  he  would  have 
seen  tiiat,  without  the  necessity  of  any 
Instruction,  he  oonld  move  his  Amend- 
ment to  Clause  3.  The  Instruction  fass 
reference  to  Clause  2,  and  this  clause 
provides  that  the  Revising  Barrister 
shall  not  strike  ofE  the  register  soldiers 
and  sailors  who  happ^i  to  be  absent  on  the 
Public  Service,  and  the  Instruction  is  to 
extend  that  provision  to  other  kinds  d 
Service  refen«d  to  in  the  Debate  on  the 
Sooond  Reading.  What  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sunderland  desires  is  that  there 
should  be  means  to  enable  persons  other 
than  constables,  who  may  be  absent  on  the 
polling  day,  to  record  their  votes  in  other 
than  their  own  district.  I  believe  that 
this  would  be  in  order  on  Clause  3,  but, 
in  any  case,  it  is  clear  that  it  does  not 
apply  to  this  Instruction,  which  has 
reference  to  removing  disqualifications 
to  being  on  the  register,  not  to  pre- 
vention from  voting. 

(11.20.)  Mb.  STOREY  :  That  is  just 
what  I  cannot  understand.  \Cries  g/" 
"Spoken."]  I  ask  permission  of  the 
House  to  point  out  that  this  is  a  Bill  to 
remove  the  disabilities  of  persons  in 
the  Naval,  Military  and  Police  Forces,  and 
this  is  dealt  with  in  Clause  2. 
•Sib  R.  WEBSTER :  As  to  the  register. 

Me.  STOREY  :  Bnt  suppose  they  are 
registered,  how  does  Clause  3  deal  with 
any  other  persons  than  those  dealt  with 
in  Clause  27 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir  E. 
Claekb,  Plymouth) :  It  is  another  sub- 
ject. 

Mb.  STOREY :  Do  I  understand  that, 
notwithstanding  that  Clause  2  deals  with 
naval,  military  and  police  duties,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General, 
which  I  hope  may  be  fortified  by  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair,  that  I  shall  be  en- 
abled to  move,  on  Clause  3,  that  theability 
to  vote  in  other  booths  than  their  own 
shall  also  be  allowed  to  civil  persons  or 
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others  than  those  in  the  Naval,  Military 
and  Police  Services  persons  engaged  in 
the  conduct  of  elections  ? 

•(11.23.)  Sib  R.  WEBSTER:  It  is 
not  for  me  to  express  an  opinion,  bnt  I 
should  have  thought,  subject  to  the  ruling 
of  the  Chair,  that  it  would  be  open  to  the 
hon.  Member  when  we  are  dealing  with 
Clause  3  to  put  down  such  an  Amend- 
ment. At  any  rate,  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  present  Instruction. 

(11.23.)  Mk.  storey  :  On  a  poin* 
of  order,  Sir,  I  would  ask  whether  I 
should  be  in  order,  on  Clause  3,  in  moving 
the  Amendment  I  have  put  into  your 
hands} 

•(11.24.)  Mr.  speaker  :  The  former 
part  of  the  Bill  deals  with  qualification 
for 'the  register.  Clause  3  will  confer 
the  ability  to  vote  to  men  so  qualified 
under  the  Bill  if,  in  the  execution  of 
duty,  they  are  in  other  polling  places 
ihan  their  own.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  think  it  might  be  competent 
for  the  hon.  Member  to  raise  the  point 
on  Clause  3. 

(11.25.)  Mb.  COURTNEY:  With 
gpreat  respect,  I  submit  it  is  a  point  upon 
-which  I  do  not  find  myself  able  to  agree 
with  the  Attorney  General. 

•Sib  R.  WEBSTER :  I  daresay  I  am 
wrong ;  I  only  stated  my  own  opinion. 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  Clause  3  enables 
a  constable  who  is  sent  on  duty  to  a 
particular  booth  to  vote  at  that  booth, 
although  it  is  not  his  polling  place  ;  but 
he  does  so,  being  sent  by  superior 
authority  he  cannot  resist,  and  he  is 
unable  to  record  his  vote  except  under 
the  permission  this  Bill  gives  him. 
Betuming  OflBcers  and  clerks  voluntarily 
accept  their  duties ;  they  are  not  under 
a  contract  of  service  which  requires 
them  to  undertake  particular  duties. 
Clause  2  effects  the  removal  of  the  dis- 
ability which  rests  upon  a  man  through 
absence  from  qualifying  premises 
through  duties  under  his  contract  of 
service,  and  ensures  his  being  placed 
apon  the  register.  Clause  3  deals  with 
the  special  .position  of  constables  who, 
when  on  duly,  are  permitted  to  vote  at 
the  nearest  polling  place.  Without 
enlightenment  I  do  not  now  possess,  I 
do  not  see  how  the  Amendment  con- 
nects itself  with  this  clause,  or  how  in 
Committee  it  could  be  extended  in  this 
way.    An  Instruction  would  be  necessary 


to  efEect  this,  and  it  should  be  a  new 
Instruction,  not  an  Amendment  to  the 
present  one.  It  is  new  matter  entirely, 
to  be  dealt  with  at  the  proper  time  and 
after  notice. 

•(11.26.)  Mb.  SPEAKER:  Then 
arises  this  diflBcuUry  :  There  will 
be  no  opportunity  of  putting  down 
notice  of  an  Instruction.  The  other 
Instructions  are  out  of  order ;  the  hon. 
Member  cannot  move  an  Instruotioa 
now  without  notice,  and  the  present 
Instruction  being  disposed  of,  I  leave 
the  Chair,  and  the  hon.  Membeir  will  be 
shut  out  from  his  opportunity  of  moving. 

•(11.28.)  Mb.  WINTERBOTHAM 
(Gloucester,  Cirencester)  :  To  give  an 
opportunity  for  clearing  up  the  matter, 
I  beg  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
Debate.  We  have,  as  Liberals,  no  objec- 
tion to  this  increase  of  voting  power  to 
soldiers,  seamen,  and  police,  bat  we  in- 
sist that  whatever  increased  ability  you 
give  to  these  classes  shall  be  extended  to 
all,  and  with  this  I  understand  the 
Attorney  General  agrees,  from  the 
words  of  an  Amendment  he  has  given 
notice  of  to  Clause  2,  for  he  proposes  to 
introduce  the  words  "performance  of  any 
duty  of  his  office  or  employment,"  strik- 
ing out  words  which  restrict  and  limit. 
That,  no  doubt,  enlarges  the  scope  of  the 
Bill  in  the  direction  we  desire  on  this 
side.  The  other  Instructions  are  out  of 
order,  but  it  is  important  that  uncertain- 
ties should  be  cleared  up,  so  that  when 
we  get  into  Committee  we  shall  meet 
with  no  difficulty  in  moving  Amend- 
ments that  shall  give  to  all  other  persons 
equal  facilities  to  those  that  are  to  be 
extended  to  soldiers,  seamen,  and  police, 
or  others  under  "contract  of  service." 
There  is  no  mention  of  "contract  of 
service"  in  the  Amendment  of  the 
Attorney  General  to  Clause  2;  he 
says,  "performance  of  anyduty  of  his  ofBce 
or  employment"  If  these  words  are  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  it  is  only  reasonable 
that  faoiUties  for  ability  to  record  the  vote 
should  be  as  much  included  as  &cilities  to 
getontheRegister.  Our  contention  is  that 
Wesleyan  ministers,  commeroial  travel- 
lers, railway  g^uards,  engineers,  and 
others  should  have  equal  facilities  for 
voting  with  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Police. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
—(Mr.  Winterbotham.) 
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•(11.30.)  Mb.  CAUSTON  :  laecond  het 
Motion  of  mj  hon.  Friend.  I  do  it  because 
I  think  this  is  a  tinkering  bit  of  piece- 
meal legislation,  and  I  hold  that  the  Qo- 
Temment  ought  to  have  a  further  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  this  Bill.  I  can 
quite  understand  its  being  brought  in  by 
a  private  Member  for  private  purposes  ; 
but  I  cannot  understand  the  Government 
introducing  this  incomplete  Bill,  after 
the  speech  of  the  Solicitor  General  at 
Westminster  a  short  time  since,  when  he 
said — 

"  He  hoped  it  might  he  in  the  power  of  the 
present  OoTemment  to  deal  with  the  aabjeot  of 
registration.  He  had  always  said  in  the  House 
of  Uommons  and  on  the  platform  that  when 
Parliament  had  made  up  its  mind  as  to  the  par- 
ticolar  class  of  persons  who  should  enjoy  the 
franchise,  it  was  their  duty  to  see  that  it  was 
rendered  as  easy  as  possible  for  every  indivi' 
dual  belonging  to  that  class  to  obtain  and  keep 
the  privileges." 

I  well  know  that  on  the  question  of 
registration  the  Government  are  divided. 
The  Solicitor  General  speaks  one  way  at 
Westminster,  and  almost  at  the  same 
time,  at  Hull,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  saying  that  a  Registration 
Bill  "  would  mean  a  new  distribution  of 
political  power  once  more  tinkering  with 
the  Constitution,"  and  "  attempting  once 
more  to  pick  our  Constitution  to  pieces." 
I  repeat  that  this  Bill  is  only  tinkering 
with  the  subject,  and  I  hope  we  shall  be 
supported  in  the  Motion  for  adjournment. 

\  11.33.)  SirR.  WEBSTER:  I  hope 
my  hon.  Friend  will  not  persist  in  that 
Motion.  The  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
spoken  has  not  heard  this  Debate 

•Mb.  CAUSTON  :  I  have  heard  every 
word. 

•SibR.  WEBSTER:  There  have  been 
from  all  sides  of  the  House  speeches  in 
support  of  this  Bill.  I  brought  it  in  at 
the  request  of  Revising  Barristers  from 
many  parts  of  the  country. 
Mb.  STOREY  :  Not  from  the  North. 

•Sir  R.  WEBSTER :  I  expressed  my 
willingness  to  accept  this  Instruction,  in 
consequence  of  a  pledge  given  during 
the  Debate  on  the  Second  Reading,  and 
I  hoped  that  it  would  meet  the  wishes 
of  hon.  Members. 

(11.34.)  Mb.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Fins- 
bury,  B.) :  I  support  the  Motion  for 
adjournment.  I  differ  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  Attorney  General,  that  the 
Government  are  fuifilliug  the  promise 
made  on  the  Second   Readiug   Debate. 


If  my  memory  serves  me  aright,  during 
that  Debate  the  Government  promised  to 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  so  extended  as  to  meet 
the  case  of  all  classes  of  society,  and  not 
merely  those  originally  mentioned  in  it 
Now,  we  are  in  somewhat  of  a  difficulij. 
The  Chsdrman'of  Committees  has  frankly 
told  us  that  he  should,  in  Committee, 
consider  himself  bound  to  the  original 
clauses,  and  that  he  would  not  be  able  to 
admit  the  Amendments  we  desire  to 
have  accepted.  If  the  Government 
agree  to  the  adjournment  they  will  be 
able  to  bring  up  an  Instruction  of  their 
own,  which  will  apply  to  persons  who 
are  at  present  debaurred  from  voting  by 
their  calling  on  the  day  of  polling,  and 
who  are  in  identically  the  same  position 
as  the  soldier,  the  sailor,  and  the  police- 
man. 

(11.36.)  Mb.  GONYBEARE:  I  am 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  and  of  the  Instruc- 
tion, on  the  broad  principle  tliat  I  am  in 
favour  of  universal  suffrage.  If  it  be 
extended  to  women,  I  shall  be  the 
better  pleased.  There  seems,  however, 
to  be  a  considerable  amount  of  doubt  as 
to  where  we  now  stand  in  respect  of 
this  particular  Instruction ;  and  I  think 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  the 
Attorney  General  can  hardly  resist  the 
Motion  for  Adjournment.  There  is  a 
great  question  as  to  how  &r  we  are 
committed,  and  as  to  whether  it  will  be 
possible  in  Committee  to  introduce 
Amendments  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  an  Instruction  which  the 
Government  have  declared  themselves  to 
be  in  favour  of  accepting.  If  the 
Government  accept  the  Motion  for  Ad- 
journment, they  will  have  time  to  con- 
sider the  very  reasonable  protest  whidi 
has  bean  made  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
Of  course,  we  know  that  the  Tories 
would  be  the  last  Party  in  the  wcK-ld  to 
do  injnsfice  to  any  class  of  people,  and, 
therefore,  I  am  not  without  hope  that 
the  Attorney  General  will  accept  this 
Motion.  I  am  rather  fogged  about  this 
business.  I  have  listened  attentively 
to  what  has  gone  on,  especially  with 
reference  to  one  class  of  persona,  I  mean 
the  Wesleyan  ministers. 
•Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
question  before  the  House  is  the  Motion 
for  Adjournment. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  did  not  intend 
to  travel  beyond  the  limits  Tif  that 
Motion.    I    can  only  say  that  if    the 
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Gh>Teniment  accept  this  Motion  for  Ad- 
journment, thej  will  be  able  to  giT« 
consideration  to  the  case  of  the  special 
hardship  on  Wesleyan  ministers.  Wes- 
leyans  form  a  not  inconsiderable  portion 
of  my  constitnents,  and  I  do,  in  their 
interestn,  urge  the  Attorney  General  to 
accept  this  Mo^on.  I  shonld  like  the 
Attorney  General  to  tell  ns  frankly  upon 
what  reasonable  gproond  this  Besolation 
for  Adjonmment  can  possibly  be  re- 
sisted. Can  the  Solicitor  General,  with 
all  his  deepness,  get  up  and  pose  as  an 
arbitrator  between  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  and  yourself.  Sir  P 

•Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  trayelling  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  Debate.  The  Question  is 
that  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned. 

(11.42.)  Mb.  WADDY  :  We  are  dis- 
tinctly told — and  we  have  to  thank  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  for  this  infor- 
mation— that  the  particular  class  of 
persons  whom  we  are  desirous  of  bring- 
ing under  the  operation  of  this  clause 
cannot  be  so  dealt  with  by  means  of  this 
Instruction,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  alter  the  Instruction-  I,  therefore, 
submit  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  De- 
bate should  be  adjourned.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  obstruct  this  Bill.  ["Oh,  oh  !  "1 
Hon.  Members  opposite  cry,  "  Oh,  oh  ! 
Possibly  they  know  a  good  deal  more  of 
my  mind  than  I  do  myself,  and  certainly 
if  one  may  judge  from  their  votes  they 
know  more  of  it  than  they  do  of  their 
own  mind.  We  are  anxious  to  accept 
this  Bill,  but  we  want  to  extend 
its  scope,  and  that  cannot  be  done 
unless  this  Motion  for  adjournment 
is  agreed  to.  Its  acceptance  would 
enable  the  Government  to  formulate 
Buoh  an  Instruction  as  would  en- 
sure to  all  classes  the  right  which  we 
wish  them  to  have.  I  earnestly  hope 
that  my  hon.  Friend  will  press  his 
Motion,  if  necessary,  to  a  Division ;  and  if 
the  Government  refuse  to  agree  to  it 
I  warn  them  that  it  will  make  the 
subsequent  progress  of  the  Bill  a  great 
deal  more  difBcult. 

(11.45.)  Sir  E.  CLARKE:  It  has 
been  asked  why  the  Government  object 
to  this;  Motion  for  an  adjournment.  It 
is  because  the  Government  are  anxious 
that  a;  practical  step  should  be  taken  in 
the  djfrection  of  pressing  forward  a  Bill, 
vnth|regard  to  which  both  sides  of  the 
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House  are  united.  No  one  can  object 
to  the  Instruction  which  is  now  under 
discussion,  a.nd  which  has  been  brought 
in  in  consonance  with  the  promises  made 
daring  the  Second  Beading  of  the 
Debate. 

(11.46.)  Mb.  CAMPBELL-BANNER- 
M An  (Stirling,  (ks.) :  I  cannot  aJtogether 
agree  with  what  has  &llen  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  as  to  what 
occurred  in  the  coarse  of  the  Debate  on 
the  Motion  for  the  Second  Beading  of  this 
Bill.  I  do  not  remember  that  any  desire 
was  then  expressed  that  the  widening 
of  the  scope  of  this  Bill  should  be  con- 
fined to  any  particular  class,  as  is  done  in 
this  Instruction,  which  undoubtedly  con- 
fines its  operation  to  persons  in  particular 
circumstances,  and  persons  who  are 
absent  from  home  under  orders  from 
other  people. 

Sib  £.  CLARKE :  Those  are  the  only 
people  who  under  the  law  can  be  dis- 
qualified. 

Mb.  CAMPBELL- BANNEBMAN  : 
That  is  a  satisfactory  definition  if ,  as  I 
understand  f he  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber, no  one  is  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  having  his  name  placed  on  the 
Register  in  consequence  of  absence  from 
home  except  those  who  are  under  orders 
from  other  people.  Thenlthinkweshallbe 
satisfied,  and  if  that  is  the  leg^  deciaiom 
no  more  is  to  be  said  on  the  matter.  I 
am  anxious  that  this  matter  should  be 
clearly  defined,  and  that  all  the  persons 
whose  oases  have  been  referred  to  by 
my  hon.  Friend  shonld  be  covered  in 
this  Instruction. 

•(11.50.)  Mb.T.  H.  BOI/TON:  I  think 
an  adjournment  would  afford  the  Gk>- 
vemment  an  opportunily  of  considering 
whether  the  scope  of  Clause  3  could 
not  be  enlarged,  so  as  to  give  facilities 
to  other  classes  of  persons  to  vote.  If 
the  Government  will  bring  in  a 
clause  of  enlarged  scope  I  am  sore 
that  it  will  receive  full  support 
from  this  side  of  the  House.  I  appeal 
to  the  Government  to  give  ns  this 
opportunity  of  enlarging  the  operation  of 
the  Bill.  I  am  as  anxious  as  anyone  that 
the  Bill  should  pass. 

(11.52.)  Mb.  STOREY:  The  SoUoitor 
General  seems  to  think  that  this  Bill  is 
supported  by  Members  in  all  parts  of  the 
House.  I  can  tell  him  frankly  that, 
for  my  p^rt,  I  do  not  acrree  with  the  Bill, 
3  X 
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at  all.    To  use  a  northern  vernacular, 
I  think  it  is  a  silly  little  Bill. 
•Mb.  SPEAKBE:  Order, order!     That 
is  not  the  Question  before  the  House. 

Me.  STOREY:   I  beg  your   pardon, 

Sir.     I  did  not  understand 

*Mb.  speaker  :•  The  Debate  has  been 
considerably  strained.  The  Question 
roally  before  the  House  is  the  Motion  for 
adjournment. 

Mr.  STOREY  :  Very  well,  Sir;  I  will 
address  myself  to  that.  We  ask  for  an 
adjournment  because  Clause  3  does  not 
enable  us  to  secure  for  others  than 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  policemen  these 
voting  facilities.  The  Chairman  of 
Committees  insinuated,  in  a  delicate 
manner,  that  if  in  Committee  we  propose 
this  Amendment  he  would  have  to  rule 
it  out  of  order.  That  leads  me  to  say 
we  are  placed  between  the  devil  and  the 
deep  sea.  I  do  not  use  the  word 
ofEensively.  Of  course,  we  may  get  rid 
of  the  former  individaal,  but  we  cannot 
get  rid  of  the  deep  sea,  and  I  submit 
that  this  adjournment  is  necessary  to 
enable  us  to  got  the  .  Instruction 
amended.  I  do  not  stand  so  much  upon 
the  case  of  Dissenting  ministers,  nor  do 
I  rest  my  argument  upon  the  case  of  the 
railway  g^nuds.  I  ask  the  Attorney 
General  whether,  under  his  Instruction, 
a  polioeman  at  the  door  of  the  polling 

booth  will  be  able 

•Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
have  already  told  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  he  is  not  in  order.  The  Question 
before  the  House  is  the  adjournment  of 
the  Debate. 

Ms.  STOREY :  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  further.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  possible  to  amend  the  Instruction  at 
this  minute,  and,  therefore,  I  support  the 
Motion  for  the  Adjournment,  so  that  the 
Government  may  itself  draw  up  an 
amended  Instruction  which  will  cover 
the  case  of  soldiers,  sailors,  and  police- 
men, as  well  as  the  other  classes  to  whom 
reference  has  been  made. 

(11.59.)  Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co., 
Mid)  :  I  hope  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
force  this  to  a  Division.  Seeing  that  it 
is  now  just  upon  12  o'clock,  I  think  the 
Government  might  agree  to  this  Motion. 
•Mb.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order !  It  is 
only  one  minute  to  12,  and  as  the  Debate 
must  stand  adjourned  at  midnight,  I 
think  possibly  it  will  be  agreed  on  all 
Mr.  Storey 


sides  that  there  is  no  necessity  to  divide 
upon  this  Qnestion. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday. 

BABBACK8  [CONSOLIDATED   FUND.] 
Resolution  [20th  June]  reported. 

"That  it  is  expedient  to  anthoriae  the  charge 
on,  and  inue  oot  of,  the  Conaolidatad  Fund  of 
any  defloiencj  which  there  may  ba  ia  the 
moneys  provided  by  Parliament  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  of  any  sama 
borrowed  by  the  Treasury,  under  the  provisions 
of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  for  building 
and  enUrging  barracks  and  camps  io  the 
United  Kingdom  and  in  certain  Colonies." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 

NEW  UCENCES  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
(mo.    249.)      OOHinTTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  wish  to  ask 
whether  the  Government  have  decided 
on  any  action  in  relation  to  the  Motion  I 
made  last  night  ?  I  should  like  to  know 
how  soon  they  hope  to  put  down  Amend- 
ments to  my  Bill  1  I  would  sugg^t 
that  it  is  only  reasonable  that  we  should 
know  as  early  as  possible  what  their 
Amendments  are  to  be. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Uui- 
versity)  :  I  may  inform  the  hon.  Member 
that  if  he  will  put  down  bis  Bill  for 
Monday  the  Gktvemment  will  be  pre- 
pared with  their  Amendments. 

Committee  deferred  till  Wednesday 
2nd  July. 

STRIKES   BILL.- (No.  174.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  reid,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

OFFICE  UNDER  THE  CROWN    tVACA. 
TION  UF  SEATS)  BILL.-(No.  136.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

House  adjonmed  at  ten  ^ioutea 
alter  Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE     OF    COMMONS, 
Wfdimday,  25th  June,  1890. 


ORDEES   OF   THE   DAY. 


DIRECTOES' LIABILITY  BILIi.-(No.  300.) 
Bill,  as  amended,  farther  considered. 
(12.35.)    Me.  murphy  (Dablin,  St. 

Patrick's)  :  I  beg  to  move  at  the  end  of 

CJanse  3  to  add — 

"  Or  unlcM  he  proves  with  reepeot  to  every 
•ach  iacorreot  or  misleadiDg  stateineat  that  it 
was  ia  reference  to  some  matter  or  thin^  which 
was  known  to  one  or  more  of  the  other  Directois 
and  not  disclosed  to  him." 

The  object  of  this  Amendment  is  to  pro- 
vide that,  in  the  event  of  misleading 
statements  having  been  made  by  indivi- 
daals  which  were  not  disclosed  to  the 
Director;)  gsnerally,  an  individual 
Director  to  whom  such  statements  were 
not  made  known  should  not  be  damnified. 
I  submit  that  this  is  a  reasonable  pro- 
tection to  persons  who  are  induced  to 
bacomo  Uirjctors,  and  unless  such  a 
provision  is  made  I  do  not  see  how  any 
individual  is  to  protect  himself  against  a 
false  representation. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  4,  at  the  end  of  Clause  3,  to 
insert  the  words  "Or  unless  he  proves  with 
respect  to  every  such  incorrect  or  misleading 
statement  that  it  was  in  reference  to  some 
matter  or  thing  which  was  known  to  one  or 
more  of  ihe  other  Directors  and  not  disclosed 
to  him."— (i/^r.  Murphy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

(12.39.)  SiE  G.  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy ,  ix. ) :  No  doubt  the  case  to  which  the 
hen.  Member  alludes  may  be  a  hard  case, 
but  I  think  that  every  Director  before  he 
gives  his  name  to  a  prospectus  is  bound 
to  do  something  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
the  statements  he  is  putting  forw.trd. 
Even  if  he  is  not  personally  guilty  it  is 
better  that  he  should  suffer  than  that 
the  public  should  be  defrauded.  If 
these  words  are  inserted  a  Director  will 
simply  plead  ignorance.  I  take  it  that  a 
man  who  gets  £200  or  jE300  a  year  for 
the  mere  use  of  his  name  should  not  be 
absolved  from  the  consequences  of  any 
misleading  effect  which  the  use  of  his 
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name  may  have  had,  so  f»i>  as  the  public 
are  concerned. 

(12.40.)  Mr.  WARMINGTON  (Mon- 
mouth,  W.) :  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
will  not  press  the  Amendment.  He 
must  have  forgotten  what  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  are,  and  that  they  require 
every  Director,  before  giving  the  sanction 
of  bis  name,  to  have  made  every  reason- 
able  inquiry  and  examination.  Surely, 
in  regard  to  a  statement  made  in  a  pro- 
spectus with  a  view  to  obtaining  money 
from  the  public,  it  is  not  too  much  to 
require  that  those  authorising  it  shall 
have  made  reasonable  inquiry  before  they 
allow  their  names  to  gpo  forth. 

(12.41.)  Mb.  ISAACSON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney) :  I,  for  one,  must 
oppose  the  Amendment  in  every  possible 
way,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  legalise 
the  very  thing  which  the  Bill  is  intended 
to  prevent. 

•(12.42?)  Me.  KELLY  (Camberwell, 
N.) :  I  also  think  that  the  words  of  this 
Amendment  would  afford  too  much  pro- 
tection to  a  careless  or  even  a  fraudulent 
Director.  It  would  open  the  door  to 
endless  fraud,  for  a  Director  would  not 
only  take  no  steps  whatever  to  obtain 
information  as  to  the  misleading  state- 
ments in  the  prospectns,  but  might  even, 
if  a  substantial  man,  take  care,  by 
making  an  agreement  with  his  impe- 
cunious colleagues  on  the  Board,  that 
the  statements  should  not  be  disclosed 
to  him,  with  the  effect,  if  this  Amend- 
ment were  assented  to  now,  of  his  being 
thus  enabled  to  evade  all  liability  for 
them. 

(12.43.)  Mr.  MURPHY :  I  beg  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn 

•(12.44.)  Me.  TOMLINSON  (Pres- 
ton) :  I  have  placed  the  following 
Amendment  upon  the  Paper — to  add  at 
the  end  of  Clause  3  the  following  words : — 

"(c.)  In  this  section  the  word  'expert* 
includes  any  person  whose  official  position  or 
special  knowledge  gives  authority  to  a  state- 
mem  made  by  him,  and  the  expression  *  mis- 
leading statement '  means  a  statement  whii-h  is 
so  made  as  hy  luppression  of  fact  or  ambigui  y 
to  create  a  false  impression." 

A  general  concurrence  of  opinion  has  been 
expressed  that  some  Amendment  in  this 
direction  is  required,  in  order  to  provide 
some  l^al  definition  of  the  word 
"  expert,"  which  has  never  received  any 
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judicial  interpretation.  In  order  to  meet 
some  formal  objections  which  hare  been 
suggested  to  me,  I  propose  to  leave  out 
the  word  "position,"  and  to  substitute 
the  word  "  professional "  for  "  special," 
and  to  move  the  Amendment  in  that 
modified  form.  As  to  the  second  part  of 
my  Amendment,  the  expression  "  mis- 
leading statement "  is  equally  without 
judicial  interpretation,  and  the  fear  is 
that  every  Director  would  be  at  the  mercy 
of  any  discontented  shareholder,  who 
would  say  that  he  had,  in  fact,  been 
piisled  by  the  prospectus,  and  that  there- 
fore  it  must  be  considered  to  have  been 
misleading. 

Amendment  proposed. 
In  page  2,  line  14,  at  the  end  of  Clause  3,  to 
iosort,  an  anew  Sub-section,  the  words — 

(c.)  "  In  this  section  the  word  "  expert " 
includes  any  person  whose  official  or  pro- 
fessional kDuwled)(e  gives  authority  to  a 
Btatement  made  by  him,  and  the  expres- 
sion '*  misleading  statement ''  means  a 
statement  which  is  so  made  as  by  sup- 
pression of  fact  or  ambiguity  to  create 
a  false  impression." — (ifr.  Tomlinton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

(4.48.)  Mb.  WARMmGTON:Ithink 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  convenience  if 
my  hon.  Friend  would  consent  to  divide 
this  Amendment,  seeing  itbat  different 
considerations  apply  to  the  first  part 
from  those  which  apply  to  the  second. 
If  my  hon.  Friend  will,  in  the  first  place, 
move  his  Amendment  down  to  the  words 
"  by  him  "  I  will  not  personally  make 
any  objection  to  it,  as  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  may  be  a  guide  as  to  the  definition 
of  the  liability. 

■•(4.49.)  Mr.  TOMLINSON:  I  am 
quite  willing  to  divide  the  Amendment, 
as  suggested.  I,  therefore,  beg  leave  to 
withdraw  it,  with  the  view  of  moving 
the  first  half  down  to  the  word  "  him." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  14,  to  insert  the  words  "  In 
this  section  the  word  'expert'  includes  any 
person  whoce  official  or  professional  knowledge 
gives  authoiityi  to  a  Btatement  made  by  him." — 
(Ur.  Tomlinton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

(4.50.)    SiE  R.  LETHBRIDGE  (Ken- 
sington,  N.) :    I  certainly  regard    this 
Amendment  as  a  very  important  one, 
find  a  very  serious  doubt  occurs  to  me 
Mr.  Tomlinaon 


with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  passing 
it.  When  the  subject  was  under  discus- 
sion some  time  ago  there  was  a  distinct 
pledge  given  to  the  House  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  when 
the  Bill  was  taken  into  another  House 
those  in  charge  of  it  would  take  care 
that  a  definition  of  the  word  "  expert " 
should  be  inserted,  so  as  to  meet  the 
objections  which  have  been  urged  in  this 
House.  I  would  suggest  to  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  that  the  words 
originally  placed  on  the  Paper,  "  official 
position  or  special  knowledge,"  would 
be  preferable  to  the  amended  version 
which  he  now  proposes.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  words  "official  or  professional 
knowledge"  are  broad  enough  to  meet 
the  objections  which  are  made  to  the  use 
of  that  very  indefinite  word  "  expert" 
Personally,  I  should  like  to  retain  all 
three  phrases — "official,"  "special,"  and 
"  professional."  I  think  that  all  three 
are  needed  in  order  to  give  the  full 
meaning  of  the  word  "  expert,"  and  I 
would  venture  to  suggest  to  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  and  to  the  hon.  Member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill,  that  the  real  mean- 
ing to  be  assigned  to  the  word  "  expert " 
is  of  such  vital  importance  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  have  a  conference  with 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on 
the  subject. 

•(12.52.)  Mb.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN 
(Denbighshire)  :  We  have  discussed  this 
question  seven  or  eight  hours  already, 
and  voted  upon  it  three  or  four  times. 
I  therefore  think  the  time  has 
come  when  the  House  should  arrive 
at  some  definite  conclusion.  It  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  the  Amendment  will  do 
either  good  or  harm,  for  it  simply  in- 
cludes in  the  Bill  that  which  the  Court 
itself  would  have  introduced  by  way 
of  construction. 

(12.53.)  Mb.  WAR.VIINGTON  :  In 
answer  to  the  objection  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Kensington,  I  may  «ay 
that  the  Preaident  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
has  already  oonsidered  these  words  and 
has  assented  to  the  form  in  which  they  are 
moved. 

Sir  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE :  I  desired 
to  convey  no  imputation  whatever  upon 
the  good  faith  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  On  the  contrary,  I  am 
satisfied  that  whatever  pledge  he  has 
given  he  will  faliil. 
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(12.54.)  Me.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Old- 
ham) :  I  cannot  see  tliat  there  is  any 
objection  to  the  Amendment,  and  I  think 
it  is  only  right  we  should  let  the  Honse 
of  Lords  know  what  we  mean  by  the 
word  "  expert." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Another  Amendment  proposed,  at  the 
end  of  the  last  Amendment,  to  insert  the 
words — 

"  And  the  expresaion  '  miBleading  statement ' 
meant  a  statement  which  is  so  made  as  by  sup- 
preasioa  of  fact  or  ambiguity  to  create  a  false 
impression." — {3£r.  Tomlinson.) 

Question  put,  "That  those  words  be 
there  inserted." 

(1.0.)  The  House  divided  : — Ayes 
37  ;  Noes  97.— (Div.  List,  No.  155.) 

•Mb.  speaker  :  I  would  suggest  to 
the  hon.  Membsr  for  Longford  that  the 
Amendment  which  he  has  upon  the 
Paper  might  be  better  proposed  in  the 
form  of  a  sub- section  of  Clause  3,  other- 
wise notice  would  be  required  for  a  new 
clause. 

(1.3.)  Me.  T.  M  HEALY  (Longford, 
N.)  :  The  object  of  the  Amendment  I 
am  about  to  move  is  one  that  I  trust 
commends  itself  to  the  promoters  of 
this  Bill,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
agreed  to.  We  know  liiat  the  modem 
so-called  boom  in  shares  began  with 
the  Guinness  boom,  in  connection  with 
brewery  shares,  in  October,  1887.  That 
boom  was  greatly  stimulated  by  the  Con- 
version Scheme  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  public  invested  in 
those  shares  since  the  date  which  I  pro- 
pose to  appoint  in  this  section.  In 
1888-9,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
passed  an  Act  requiring  a  certain  amount 
of  Stamp  Duty  on  every  £100  worth  of 
shares.  Therefore,  if  this  Bill  is  to  do 
anything  to  meet  the  difficulties  in  the 
way,  and  to  capture  fraudulent  promoters, 
it  ought  to  date  from  the  year  1886. 
What  is  the  good  of  locking  the  stable 
door  after  the  steed  is  stolen?  What 
good  will  it  do  to  shareholders  in 
Allsopp's  to  know  that  in  future  it  will 
be  impossible  for  a  man  in  the  position 
of  Lord  Hindlip  to  do  what  he  did  in  con- 
nection with  these  shares?  The  Con- 
servative Party  have  now  declared  them- 
selves strongly  in  favour  of  the  brewery 
interest,  and  all  their  money  is  invested 
in  brewery  or  distillery  shares.    I  sug- 


gest that  it  is  vital  to  the  general  body  of 
the  public,  in  whose  interest  the 
Licensing  Bill  was  introduced,  that  the 
Amendment  should  be  adopted  in  order 
to  prevent  swindling  by  fraudulent  pro- 
moters, largely  in  connection  with  these 
brewery  shares.  The  matter  is  not 
confined  to  brewery  shares.  The 
Conservative  Party  is  largely  a  warlike 
party,  and  we  know  very  well  that  in 
connection  with  the  Hotchkiss  Gun,  the 
Gatling  Gun,  and  the  Nordenfeldt  Gun, 
and  a  number  of  other  public  companies, 
the  grossest  frauds  are  being  perpetrated. 
I  venture  to  say,  since  the  days  of 
Adam,  if  Adam  was  connected  with 
company  promoters,  no  greater  fraud  has 
been  known  to  the  public  than  in  con* 
nection  with  the  G^ling  Gun  Company. 
All  these  companies  are  shadowed  forth 
to  the  public  as  companies  that  have  paid 
an  enormous  interest,  and  anybody 
who  wiU  read  their  prospectuses  will  see 
at  a  glance  that  if  this  Bill  is  passed  it 
is,  as  I  say,  locking  the  stable  door  after 
the  steed  has  been  stolen.  I  should  ask, 
what  satisfaction  is  it  if  I  invested 
my  money,  say  in  Lord  Hindlip's 
brewery,  and  he  has  pocketed  his 
three  millions,  to  find,  when  it 
comes  to  wanting  the  money  back, 
that,  as  J.  Gould  said  when  he  was 
asked  to  torn  up  the  money  that  ha 
had  got  in  connection  with  the  New 
York  frauds,  ,"  it  had  gone  where  the 
woodbine  twined."  That  is  exactly  the 
position  of  so  larg^  a  number  of  the- 
gentlemen  connected  with  company  pro- 
moting. I  am  happy  to  say  that  my 
losses  have  been  very  slight  from  the 
whole  of  them.  So  my  action  in  this 
matter  is  purely  disinterested.  I  view  the 
matter  from  a  very  practical  point  of 
view.  Take  water  gas.  It  was  boomed 
to  the  world  as  a  tremendous  commo- 
dity which  would  knock  out  of  time  the 
electric  light,  and  ooal  gas,  and  every 
other  illuminant.  £5  shares  went  up 
to  X20,  and  then  suddenly  dropped,  and 
everybody  concerned  got  about  £2  for 
their  £5.  Ought  not  the  gentleman 
connected  with  that  fraud  to  be 
unearthed?  I  suggest  that  it  is 
a  very  remarkable  piece  of  legislation, 
which  proposes,  after  all'  the  wrong  and 
mischief  has  been  done,  to  say  that  in 
the  future  only,  forsooth,  shall  the  remedy 
be  applied.  Then  there  was  the  leading 
case  of  Warner's  Safe  Cure.      The  £10 
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shares  went  up  to  £50  before  the  dealers 
in  them  knew  where  they  were.     And 
Mr.  Warner  and  hia  gang  of  American 
sharpers  plundered  this  conntry  in  the 
moat     marvellons     American     manner. 
When     companies    of    this    class    are 
allowed  to  do  this  sort  of  thing,  there 
must  be  something  rotten  in  the  state  of 
Denmark.       The     hon.     and      learned 
Gentleman  who  is   promoting  this  Bill 
has  put  down  an   Amendment  to  ear- 
mark his  intentions,  and  to  provide  that 
the  Bill  shall  only  deal  with  all  future 
swindles.     It  is  a  remarkable  course  for 
the    hon.    and    learned    Gentleman    to 
pursue.      I  suppose    the  reason  is  that 
he  has  read  so  much  of  the  doings  of 
Warner  and  Lord  Hindlip  AIlsopp,  and 
all  that  class  of  persons,  that  he  decided 
that,  in  future,  persons  in  the  peerage, 
who    are   connected  with  the   brewing 
interest,  shall  be  punished,  and  that  the 
Peers  in  the  past  who  hare  committed 
frauds  on  the  public  are  to  go  scot  free. 
That,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  take  a  course 
which  cannot  commend  itaelf  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  the  House.    I  really  think  it 
is  a  remarkable  state  of  facts  that  the 
English  public  do  not  turn  and  rend 
these  company  promoters,  whose  iniquity 
steams  every  day  in  the  financial  and 
leading  newspapers.     And  to  think  that 
a  Peer    of    the    realm    shauld    pocket 
jS3,000,000,  and  then,  when  it  comes  to 
be  examined  how  many  pounds  he  has 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  company,  it  is 
found  that  only  a  paltry  few  thousands 
are    invested,     the    remainder    of    the 
^63,000,000  being  invested  in  Qoschen 
or  (Government  Stock.      That  is  not  a 
credit  to  the  commercial  status  of  this 
country.    The  fact  that  this  gentleman 
and  his  friends  are  not  torn  to  pieces  by 
the  indignant   public  shows    the   very 
remarkable  state  of  numbness  to  which 
the  public  have  been  reduced  by  this 
system.     If  there  is  a  class  who  deserve 
protection  it  is  the  class  gulled  by  these 
circulars.     I  must  say  the  fact  of  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  lending  their  names 
to  this  system  of  company  promoting  is 
little  less  than  a  scandal,  and  this  House, 
if  it  goes  on,  will  become  little  less  than 
a  sty  of  guinea  pigs.      Of    course,   a 
Member   of    Parliament    ought    to    be 
allowed,  like  any  other  man,  to  follow  any 
business  he  choooses,  but  what  I  con- 
demn  is   that   the   "M.P."    should    be 
blazoned  forth  and  used  as  a  bait  to  trap 
Afr.  T.  M.  Healy 


the  unwary.  The  widow  or  the  investor 
down  in  the  country,  when  they  see  the 
respected  name  of  their  Member,  or  of 
some  Member  of  the  Tory  Party,  just  made 
a  Peer  because  of  his  connection  with 
hops,  published  in  association  with  some 
company,  are  inspirited  with  confidence, 
and  invest  their  money.  If  Members 
of  Parliament  lend  their  names  to  public 
companies,  the  very  name  Member  of 
Parliament  will  become  almost  as  odious 
as  the  name  Deputy  has  become  in 
France.  We  know  that  in  France  a  Bill 
was  introduced  to  prevent  Deputies 
lending  their  names  to  such  companies. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  Bill  has  been 
passed  into  law,  but  at  any  rate  it  has 
had  a  most  salutary  effect  on  the  French 
community,  and  most  of  the  crawling 
guinea  pigs  have  been  sent  about  their 
business  by  the  electors.  Of  course,  a 
number  of  these  companies  may  be 
perfectly  sound,  and  I  believe  a  number 
of  them  are  ;  but  what  I  contend  is  that 
the  great  oflBce  to  which  we  are  elected 
in  this  House  should  not  be  turned  into 
a  simple  connection  with  the  promotion 
of  companies.  I  see  strings  of  Members 
of  Parliament,  dozens  of  them,  connected 
with  public  companies.  If  yon  turn  to 
the  directory  of  Directors,  you  will  find 
whole  strings  of  Peers  and  Members  of 
Parliament  whose  names  are  connected 
with  these  companies.  Therefore,  I  say 
that  what  ought  to  be  dealt  with  is  this 
question  of  promotion  in  the  past.  It  is 
not  sufficient  to  deal  with  this  evil  as  if  it 
was  a  future  evil.  The  mischief  is 
done.  The  Conversion  Scheme  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  let  loose  £100,000,000  for 
the  purpose  of  investment.  Guinness's 
boom  opened  the  eyes  of  shai-eholders  to 
investments  offering  the  chance  of  15 
and  20  per  cent.  We  ought  to  deal  with 
the  evil  as  one  which  commenced  upon 
a  given  date.  It  would  not  do  to  go 
back  to  the  days  of  the  Glasgow  Bank,  or 
any  case  of  that  kind.  There  is  a  par- 
ticular time  which,  in  myopinion,ought  to 
be  taken  as  the  starting  point  of  fraud, 
and  on  this  ground  I  b^  to  more  the 
Amendment  in  the  form  which  you  have 
suggested,  Sir,  from  the  Chair. 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of 
the  last  Amendment,  to  insert  the 
words — 

"Provided  always,  that  this  Section  shall 
apply  to  any  prospectus  or  notice  issned  aince 
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the  fint  day  of  October,  one  thousand  right 
handred  and  eighty-six."— (Jfr.  T.  M.  Meaty.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

(1.20.)  Mr.  WARMINGTON:  I 
cordially  concur  in  the  observations  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Longford,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  I  must  explain  my  posi- 
tion in  this  matter.  In  Grand  Com- 
mittee I  gave  an  undertaking  that  the 
action  of  the  Bill  should  be  prospective, 
and  I  believe  I  am  bound,  so  far  as  I  can, 
to  insist  that  the  Bill  should  be  prospective. 
1  have  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper, 
however,  promising  that  the  Bill  should 
come  into  force  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I 
propose  that  the  Bill  shall  apply  to  notices 
and  prospectuses  issued  after  1st  of 
October,  1890.  I  am  aftaid,  therefore, 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member, 
but  most  ask  the  House  to  allow  the 
Bill  to  stand  as  it  is,  with  prospective 
action,  and  to  come  into  force  as  soon  as 
possible. 

(1.22.)  Me.  ISAACSON :  I  cannot 
possibly  S3e  how  the  measure  can  ba 
made  retrospective.  Bat  if  it  only  takes 
effect  from  1890,  I  feel  sure  that  it  will 
do  a  great  deal  of  good.  I  read  a  calcula- 
tion the  other  day  that  in  five  years 
something  like  £180,000,000  had  been 
absolutely  wasted,  or,  I  may  say,  the 
pnblic  have  been  defrauded  out  of  that 
enormous  sum  by  bogus  companies.  I 
am  extremely  sorry  that  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  should  lend 
their  names  to  companies  day  after  day. 
I  should  have  thought  the  Members  of 
the  Government  would  have  had  enough  to 
do  to  attend  to  the  busiuess  of  Parliament, 
and  I  do  think  they  ought  not  to  take 
these  offices.  I  remember  some  time 
since  the  Honduras  Loan  was  brought 
out  for  88. 

•Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  (Stockport)  :  I 
rise  to  order.  The  point  is  that  this  Bill 
should  be  retrospactive  from  the  1st 
October,  1886. 

Mn.  ISA.ACSON  :  I  do  not  say  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  con- 
nected with  a  case  of  that  kind,  and  I 
should  be  very  sorry  indeed  to  say  so. 
The  only  thing  I  feel  is  this,  that  the 
public  ought  to  be  protected,  and  this 
Bill  does  not  go  far  enough  to  protect  the 
public  in  the  matter  of  loans.  This 
Honduras  loan  was  brought  out  at  107, 


and  it  dwindled  down  to  13,  and  the 
man  who  brought  it  out  had  to  leave  the 
country. 

•Me.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
must  confine  himself  to  the  retrospective 
character  of  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  ISAACSON:  I  am  anxious  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  Chair.  I  do  not 
see  how  this  Bill  is  to  be  made  retro- 
spective without  filling  the  Law  Courts, 
and  giving  employment  to  some  160 
gentlemen  of  the  long  robe. 

•(1.26.)  Mu.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN: 
I  could  wish  for  many  reasons  to  vote 
with  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  but  to 
adopt  this  Amendment  would  be  a  de- 
parture from  the  usual  course  of  legisla-  . 
tiou.  I  beh'eve  there  is  no  instance,  or, 
at  any  rate,  the  instances  are  very  rare,  in 
which  penal  legislation  has  been  made 
retrospective.  Besides,  if  you  antedate 
its  operation  why  stop  at  1886)  Why 
not  carry  it  back  10  or  even  20  years  i* 
The  one  safe  ground  to  take  is  to  make 
the  measure  prospective. 

•(1.27.)  Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  pointed  out 
the  weak  spot  in  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  The 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Longford  is  apparently 
directed  against  one  or  two  companies  to 
which  he  has  strong  objection. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Two  or  three 
hundred  companies. 

•Mr.J.M.  MACLEAN:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man particularly  specified  AUsopp's,  and 
he  reproached  this  side  of  the  House  for 
investing  all  their  money  in  brewery 
shares.  I  have  never  had  a  brewery 
share ;  therefore,  I  can  speak  impartially. 
The  hon.  Member  throws  all  the  blame 
on  the  Directors.  He  goes  a  good  deal 
further  than  even  the  Bill,  which  pro- 
poses to  make  the  liability  of  the 
Directors  unlimited.  That  is  a  serious 
matter  enough.  But  the  hon.  Member 
woald  allow,  no  Member  of  Parliament 
to  be  a  Director. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  his  being  a  Director;  but  I  object 
to  the  "M.P."  being  used  for  the  purposes 
of  advertisement. 

•Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN:  That  would 
hardly  make  any  difference.  Everybody 
knows  whether  a  man  is  a  Member  of 
Parliament  or  not,  and  to  take  away  the 
"  M.P."  from  his  name  would  be  of  very 
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little  consequence.  Bat  I  wonld  point 
out  that  the  hon.  Member  himself  has  a 
good  deal  of  private  bosiness,  and  yet  he 
finds  time  to  attend  to  business  in  this 
House  very  effectually.  Members  who  are 
lawyers  and  physicians  pocket  fees  for  the 
advice  they  give.  Why  should  Members  of 
Parliament,with  their  businessknowledge, 
be  prevented  from  going  into  these  com- 
panies. Why  should  a  Member  be  de- 
nounced as  a  guinea  pig  because  he 
takes  fees  for  attending  to  the  business 
of  public  companies?  Nobody  re- 
proaches the  lawyer  or  the  physician  for 
pocketing  his  fees.  No  doubt  we  should 
all  like  to  be  bom  millionaires,  and  then 
we  should  be  like  some  of  the  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  opposite, 
who  have  such  a  vehement  antipathy  to 
Directors.  Some  hon  Members  habitu- 
ally speak  of  Directors  as  criminals. 

•Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  The 
question  is  solely  as  to  the  retrospective 
action  to  be  given  to  the  Bill. 

•Mb.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  :  I  would  point 
out,  with  great  respect,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  was  allowed  to  make  a 
very  strong  attack  on  Directors  generally, 
and  especially  on  Members  of  this  House 
who  happen  to  be  connected  with  public 
companies,  and  I  claim  very  respectfully 
the  right  to  say  a  word  or  two  in 
justification  of  the  action  of  Members 
of  this  House,  who  give  their  leisure 
time  to  the  direction  of  companies. 
Throughout  this  discussion  hon.  Mem- 
bars  have  spoken  of  Directors  in  the 
freest  terms.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Kirkcaldy  (Sir  Q.  Campbell),  forinstance, 
habitually  speaks  of  Directors  as  sinners. 
[C»-ie»o/"  Order."] 

•Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
out  of  order  in  addressing  himself  to 
the  general  question  of  the  conduct  of 
Directors.  The  question  before  the 
House  is  whether  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  shall  be  made  retrospective. 

•Me.  J.  M.  MACLEAN :  I  will  not 
say  anything  further  on  that  point,  but 
I  thought  that  if  it  was  my  duty  to 
correct  the  false  impressions  that  were 
conveyed  by  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Longford.  He  was 
loudly  cheered  when  he  denounced 
Directors  generally.  He  seemed  to  work 
the  House  up  to  tiiat  state  of  mind 
which  reminded  me  of  a  sentence  of 
Macaulay's — 

Mr,  J,  M.  Maclean 


"We  know  no  spectacle  more  ridicnioni 
than  that  of  the  British  public  in  one  of  its 
periodical  fits  of  morality. 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  have  already 
called  the  hon.  Member  to  order  on  the 
ground  that  he  is  transgressing  the 
rules  of  Debate.  I  must  ask  him  to 
pay  attention  to  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

•Mb.  J.  M.  MACLEAN :  It  is  difficult 
to  restrain  one's  indignation  at  the 
attacks  that  have  been  recklessly  made 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Longford  upon  the  reputation  of  per- 
fectly innocent  people,  and  it  is  rather 
bard  that  hon.  Members  are  not  per- 
mitted to  reply  to  them.  With  regard 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member's 
proposal  to  make  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  retrospective,  and  apply  the  Bill  to 
Companies  already  in  existence,  I  may 
say  that  in  the  cases  to  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  referred  the 
shareholders  were  as  much  to  blame  as 
the  Directors.  People,  we  know,  go 
down  on  their  knees  and  entreat  Direc- 
tors to  make  them  an  allotment,  and 
then,  if  anything  goes  wrong,  they  turn 
round  and  abuse  the  Directors,  expect- 
ing to  get  their  losses  back  again.  That 
is  a  thing  which  the  House  should 
thoroughly  apprehend.  This  is  not  a 
question  that  concerns  the  public  at 
large,  but  merely  the  shareholders  and 
Directors  in  particular  companies.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  see  the  Bill  made 
retrospective  to  all  companies.  There 
are  a  thousand  millions  invested  in  these 
companies,  which  are  successfully  carrj-- 
ing  on  some  of  the  great  industries  of 
the  country,  and  the  men  who  direct 
them  deserve  thanks  instead  of  being 
held  up  to  reprobation  as  criminals. 

(1.35.)  SibW.  HARCOTTRT  (Derby):  I 
do  not  differ  in  any  way  from  the  senti- 
ments which  have  been  expressed  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Longtoid, 
but  I  am  not  going  to  follow  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  in  his  remarks,  because 
you.  Sir,  evidently  are  of  opinion  that 
some  of  thepointshe  raised  ought  not  to  be 
discussed  in  this  Amendment.  I  imagine 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  in 
making  those  remarks,  had  in  view  the 
justification  of  his  proposal  that  the 
House  would  adopt  what,  I  admit,  would 
be  the  rather  exceptional  course  of 
making  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  retro- 
spective. I  do  not  think  there  is  very 
often  much  blame  attaching  to  the  class 
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of  Directors.  The  question  before  the 
Honse  is,  whether  we  shoald  be  justi- 
fied, on  account  of  the  blame  which 
attaches  to  some  Directors,  in  adopting 
this  course,  which  is  extremely  unusual 
in  English  law.  I,  myself,  must  lie 
under  the  imputation  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Oldham,  as  I  am  suffering  from 
one  of  the  periodical  attacks  of  moi-ality, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  thing 
that  the  House  of  Commons  has  taken 
this  matter  up.  I  have  voted  steadily 
in  favour  of  the  most  stringent  provisions 
of  this  Bill,  because,  I  think,  it  is  high 
time  that  the  public  should  be  protected 
gainst    the    schemes    of  unscrupulous 

Srsons.  In  my  opinion,  the  position  of 
embership  of  this  House  is  often 
gfrossly  abased,  and  is  used  for  the  pur- 
poses of  advertisement.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, wish  to  do  or  say  anything,  or  to 
make  any  imputation,  against  anyone 
who  may  happen  to  be  a  Member  of  this 
House,  and  who  may  happen,  in  the 
r^ular  course  of  his  life,  to  be  a  Director. 
That,  I  think,  is  a  circumstance  no  one 
can  condemn,  but  what  I  do  condemn  is 
the  use  of  Membership  of  this  House  to 
advance  the  interests  of  Directors  of 
companies.  The  question  is  whether 
we  should,  in  the  present  Bill,  do 
that  which  really  would  amount  to  what 
was  called  in  the  olden  days  a  "  Bill  of 
Attainder,"  which  had  a  retrospective 
action.  I  think  that  in  doing  that  we 
should  be  departing  from  the  usual  course 
of  legislation  in  these  matters.  It  would 
be  taking  a  very  grave  view  of  what  is, 
unquestionably,  a  very  grave  subject.  I 
hope  that  the  BiU,  as  it  stands,  will  be 
sufficient  to  restrain  the  practice  com- 
plained of,  and  which  I  hope  the  great 
majority  of  the  House  are  disposed  to 
condemn.  Although  I  am  very  much 
disinclined  to  vote  against  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  in  this  matter,  I  trust 
that,  upon  consideration,  he  will  not 
press  his  Amendment,  whicli  certainly 
would  almost  be  a  solecism  in  legislation 
of  this  kind. 

(1.40.)  Mr.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.): 
I  should  be  most  willing  to  support  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Longford,  for  making  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  retrospective,  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  will  consent  to  those 
provisions  relating  back  to  1881,  so  as 
to  include  the  case  of  the  Irish  Land 


Purchase  Company,  of  which  Mr.  ChitfleB 
Stewart  Parnell  was  the  Chairman. 

Mk.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  What 
company  does  the  hon.  Member  say  ? 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  What  did  Mr. 
Parnell  get  out  of  it?  Did  he  ever 
receive  a  farthing  fee  1 

(1.41.)  Mr.  W.  RADCLIFFE 
COOKE  (Newington,  W.) :  I  do  not 
know  whether,  if  the  Amendment  is 
pressed  to  a  Division,  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  opposite  intends  to  vote 
for  it. 

Sir  W.  HAROOURT:  I  said  I  ob- 
jected to  it. 

Mr.  COOKE:  I  regard  the  Amend- 
ment as  being  open  to  the  g^reatest 
possible  objection.  People  expect  to 
carry  on  their  businesses  according  to  the 
law  existing  at  the  time  those  businesses 
were  started,  and  no  business  at  all 
would  be  started  if  it  were  considered 
possible  that  laws  of  a  totally  different, 
and  of  a  destructive,  character  could  be 
established  after  the  business  had  been 
commenced.  That  is  the  real  and  funda- 
mental objection  to  the  Amendment. 
However  objectionable  may  have  been 
the  conduct  of  certain  promoters  aud 
Directors,  few  people  would  diesire  to 
produce  so  disastrous  a  state  of  things  as 
would  be  brought  about  if  this  Amend- 
ment were  to  be  accepted.  After  all,  we 
cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the 
tendency  of  modem  times  is  in  the 
direction  of  large  industries  being  carried 
on  by  means  of  companies.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  in  the  transference  of  a 
business  from  a  private  individual  to  a 
company,  the  individual  obtains  more 
for  his  business  than  it  is  worth.  But 
after  all,  it  is  the  active  principle  of 
business  to  sell  what  you  have  for  more 
than  it  is  worth.  If  you  sap  that 
principle  you  will  destroy  the  main- 
spring of  human  industry.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Longford,  from  the  tone  of  his 
remarks,  is  in  earnest  in  moving  this 
Amendment,  and  probably,  having  made 
his  caustic  remarks  upon  hon.  Members 
who  are  Directors,  he  will  be  satisfied 
and  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

•(1.40.)  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
FOB  IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
University) :  I  hope  that  the  hon.  and 
learnedMember  for  Longford  will  be  satis- 
fied with  having  raised  this  interesting 
discussion,  and  will  withdraw  his  Amend* 
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ment  Your  ruling,  Sir,  renders  it  im- 
possible for  me  to  enter  into  the  question 
of  whether  the  greater  portion  of  the 
losses  which  have  occurred  to  investors 
during  recent  years  have  been  due  to 
the  dishonesty  of  Directors  or  the  folly  of 
shareholders.  Hon.  and  learned  Meqibers 
from  Ireland  will  be  aware  that  this  is  a 
branch  of  law  I  have  had  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  in  that  country,  and  I  must 
say  my  experience  has  led  me  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  scarcely  any 
branch  of  the  law  which  could  be  more 
usefully  dealt  with  for  the  protection  of 
the  general  public.  I  say  this  without 
any  invective  against  Directors  or  state- 
ment as  to  how  these  unfortunate  losses 
have  occurred.  The  result  of  my  ex- 
perience— such  as  it  has  been — is  this, 
that  the  public  require  additional  pro- 
tection in  this  matter,  and,  therefore, 
I  think  our  thanks  are  due  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  has 
introduced  this  Bill.  But,  having  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  general  in- 
vesting public  require  protection,  I  must 
say  I  object  to  the  highly  penal  pro- 
visions of  this  measure  being  made  re- 
trospective. Having  decided  to  attach 
penal  consequences  to  a  certain  course  of 
action  on  the  part  of  Directors,  you  should 
proceed  with  your  legislation  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and  not  adopt  an  excep 
tional— -and  more  than  that,  an  unpre- 
cedented— course  of  leg^lation  in  this 
particular  instance.  Very  properly  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  are  highly  penal. 
But  this  very  consideration  creates  an 
insuperable  objection  to  the  proposal 
in  the  Amendment,  for  there  is  no 
parallel  for  legislation  of  this  kind  being 
made  retrospective.  I  trust  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  will  rest  satisfied 
with  the  discussion  he  has  raised  and 
will  not  press  his  Amendment. 

(1.46.)  Mb.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.): 
I  thmk  those  who  oppose  the  Amend- 
ment proceed  on  a  complete  misappre- 
hension as  to  its  scope.  Obviously,  if  it 
created  a  new  moral  obligation,  we 
Khould  all  vote  against  it,  and  I  am  sure 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  would  never 
make  such  an  unjust  proposal ;  but  the 
Amendment  does  not  propose  to  create 
any  new  obligation  whatever.  I  am 
sure  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  addressed  the  House 
would  not  for  a  moment  urge  that,  up 
to  the  present.  Directors  have  been 
Mr.  Madden 


morally  entitled  to  mislead  the  public, 
and  to  lend  their  names  to  prospectuses, 
and  father  statements  which  they  knew 
—or  ought  to  have  known — to  be  untrue. 
They  have  always  been,  at  least,  morally 
bound  to  act  with  prudence  in  investi- 
gating the  statements  they  have  been 
asked  to  give  to  the  public,  and  all 
this  Bill  proposes  to  do  is  to  render  them 
liable  to  attach  some  money  meaning  to 
that  responsibility.  It  creates  no  new 
responsibility,  but  merely  gives  an  effec- 
tive means  of  enforcing  the  responsibility 
which  has  always  existed.  As  to  its 
being  unusual  to  pass  retrospective 
legislation,  this  House  constantly  passes 
Billswhich  affectcontracts  alreadyentered 
into  between  private  persons.  And  1 
would  point  out  that  the  Bill  does  not 
propose  to  g^ve  a  criminal  remedy 
against  a  fraudulent  Director,  bat 
merely  a  civil  one ;  and  why  should 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  object  to 
such  a  remedy  as  that  being  enforced 
against  rogues  and  thieves,  for  that  is 
the  only  class  of  people  who  will  be 
prejudicially  affected.  Your  criminal 
legislation  has  been  made  retrospective 
on  other  occasions,  notably  in  1887, 
when  you  created  artificial  criminal 
offences  in  Ireland ;  why,  therefore, 
should  you  not  legislate  retrospectively 
against  fraudulent  Directors  f 
*(1.50.)  Mk.  SYDNEY  GEDGE: 
I  challenge  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down  to  point  to  a  single  case 
in  proof  of  his  assertion  that  we  have 
pastied  measures  dealing  retrospectively 
with  offences  in  Ireland.  It  is  true 
there  has  been  retrospective  legislation 
in  regard  to  contracts.  Ketrospective 
action  with  reg^ard  to  contracts  has 
been  adopted  in  two  instances — once 
with  regard  to  the  Ground  Game  Act 
and  once  with  respect  to  the  Irish  I^ad 
Bills.  In  both  instances  it  was  ob- 
jected to  by  large  parties  in  this 
House,  and  in  the  latter  case  was  only 
adopted  under  the  pressure  of  strong 
necessity  in  the  case  of  the  Irish  tenants. 
I  do  not  think  we  need  g^  so  far  as  iu 
say  that  those  who  would  be  affected  by 
these  clauses  would  be  necessarily 
rogues  and  thieves.  As  the  clauses  are 
drawn  many  men  might  be  brought 
under  them  who  had  simply  been  care- 
less. When  the  Act  has  been  passed 
notice  will  have  been  given  to  LHrectors 
as  to  the  matters  which  it  makes  illegal. 
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It  is  a  very  difEerant  thing  to  say  a  man 
shall  he  orimiDally  reaponsihie  in  face  of 
a  law  which  directs  attention  to  his 
responsibility,  and  to  say  he  shall  be 
criminaUy  responsible  for  C6a«lessness 
for  which  at  the  time  he  could  not  be 
made  responsible,  and  in  reference  to 
action  committed  in  good  faith.  It  is 
proposed  that  the  clause  shall  affect  pro- 
spectuses or  notices  issued  not  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  but  after  the  1st  of 
October,  1886.  The  earlier  parts  of  the 
clause,  however,  relate  to  the  time  when 
the  Act  comes  into  operation ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  the  Amendment  be  adopted,  we 
shall  have  a  clause  which  is  not  couched 
in  Queen's  English,  or  even  in  Parha- 
mentary  English,  and  which  is  non- 
sensical on  the  face  of  it. 

(1.54.)  SieG.  CAMPBELL  :  I  entirely 
agree  in  principle  with  this  Amendment, 
and  have  not  the  least  objection  to  put 
down  wicked  acts,  but  I  cannot  concur  in 
the  desirability  of  making  the  clause 
retrospective.  An  enormous  number  of 
Gentlemen  inside  and  outside  this  House 
have  followed  the  profession  of  "  guinea- 
pigging,"  and  I  am  afraid  if  this  Amend- 
mend  were  passed  wo  should  have  a  panic 
in  the  country,  and  the  Kingdom  would 
be  almost  depopulated. 

(2.0.)  The  House  divided :— Ayes 
55 ;  Noes  135.— (Div.  List,  No.  156.) 

(2.21.)  Mb.  WAEMINGTON  :  I  beg 
to  propose  to  substitute  "October  "for 
"January  "  in  line  16.  I  wish  to  make 
fche  Bill  to  come  into  operation  on  the  1st 
of  October,  1890. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  Clause  4, 
page  2,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  word 
"January,"  and  insert  the  word  "Oc- 
tober."— {Mr.  Warmington.) 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  warmington  :  I  now  beg  to 
move  to  omit  "one"  after  "ninety." 

Amendment  proposed,  "To  leave  out 
the  word  '  one.' " 

Question  proposed,  "  That '  one '  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

(2.23.)  Sir  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE: 
As  I  have  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
that  deals  with  the  same  point,  it  may 
expedite  the  progress  we  desire  to  make 
if  I  explain  now  why  I  put  the  Amend- 
ment down  and  why  I  do  not  propose  to 
move  it.     The  Amendment  just  moved 


fixes  a  certain  date  on  which  this  Bill 
is  to  come  into  operation.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the 
public  interest,  and  especially  to  the 
interest  of  those  great  undertakings 
which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  Limited 
LiabiUty  Companies  if  that  date  were 
somewhat  postponed.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  result  of  this  Bill  will  be  to 
effect  a  very  great  change  in  the  gtatvs 
of  future  Directors  of  Limited  Liability 
Companies.  I  am  sure  those  who  pro- 
mote the  Bill  have  the  very  best  inten- 
tions, namely,  the  protection  of  thepublic. 
But  the  gre>t  danger  in  the  case  of 
Limited  Liability  Companies  arises  not 
60  much  from  the  action  of  fraudulent 
Directors  as  from  that  of  fraudulent  pro- 
moters, who  are  not  touched  by  the  Bill. 
The  provisions  of  the  Bill  make  such  a 
great  change  in  the  responsibility  of 
honest  Directors  who  retdly  act  np  to 
their  lights  and  with  the  utmost 
honesty  of  intention,  that  I  think  it 
will  be  very  difficult  in  the  futare  to 
induce  any  men  of  position  and  repu- 
tation, who  have  anything  to  lose,  to 
become  connected  with  or  responsible 
for  the  issue  of  new  companies.  It  is 
undoubtedly  a  fact  that  large  amounts 
of  capital  have  already  been  laid  out  in 
the  preparation  of  perfectly  sound  en- 
terprises that  would  come  into  being  if 
nothing  happened  to  prevent  them 
during  the  next  few  months  or  the 
next  year.  These  schemes,  I  maintain, 
will  in  all  probability  be  hopelessly 
ruined  by  the  introduction  of  this  Bill, 
because  those  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
who  have  allowed  their  names  to  be  con- 
nected with  them  will  undoubtedly 
withdraw  from  all  association  with  them, 
and  consequently  it  will  be  impossible  to 
put  the  enterprises  before  the  public.  I 
think  that  this  Bill  may  be  described  as 
a  Bill  for  placing  the  future  of  limited 
liability  |in  the  hands  of  guinea-pigs  and 
men  of  straw. 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  Amendment  is 
to  omit  "  ninety-one  "  for  the  purpose  of 
inserting  "  ninety."  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  hardly  entitled  to  go  into  the  matters 
he  is  dealing  with. 

Sir  roper  LETHBRIDGE:  Of 
coarse.  Sir,  I  do  not  contest  your-  ruling, 
but  the  point  I  wish  to  put  before  the 
House  is  that  if  a  very  early  date  be 
assigned  for  the  operation  of  the  Bill,  it 
will  imperil  a  large  number  of  perfectly 
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sound  and  legitimate  enterprises  that 
have  been  prepared  for  snbmission  to 
the  public  because  of  the  danger  that 
must  result  to  gentlemen  who  have 
allowed  their  names,  or  have  in- 
tended to  allow  their  names,  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  the  prospectuses  about  to  be 
issued.  I  submit  that  this  may  possibly 
be  regarded  as  a  reason  why  a  very 
early  date  should  not  be  fixeid  for  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  Bill.  I  do 
not  propose  to  move  my  Amendment, 
4S  I  do  not  wish  to  obstruct  the  House 
in  coming  to  a  decision;;  but  I  urge  these 
facts  as  a  reason  why  the  hon.  Member 
should  not  fix  too  early  a  date  for  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  measure. 

•SiB  R.  FOWLER  (London):  I  am 
glad  to  hear  the  announcement  that  my 
hon.  Friend  does  not  intend  to  propose 
his  Amendment.  I  am  not  very  much 
in  love  with  the  Bill,  for  reasons  I  hope 
to  state  hereafter,  and  I  have,  there- 
fore, voted  on  many  occasions  with  my 
hon.  Friend  beside  me.  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  has  fixed  very 
properly  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1891, 
because  I  think,  if  the  Bill  is  to 
become  law,  it  would  be  a  great  mistake 
to  defer  the  time  at  which  it  is  to  come 
into  operation. 

Sib  roper  LETHBRIDGE:  The 
date  now  proposed  is  October,  1 890. 

*Sm  R.  FOWLER :  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
of  that  alteration.  It  changes  my  view 
of  the  matter.  At  the  same  time  if  the 
date  fixed  were  October,  1891,  that 
would  allow  a  large  number  of  com- 
panies to  be  brought  out,  and  would 
lead  to  things  that  might  be  veiy  pre- 
judicial. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mb.  WARMINGTON:  Then  I  have 
to  propose  an  Amendment  at  the  desire 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
I  have  sabmitted  it  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  it  has  his  approval. 

Amendment  proposed. 

At  the  end  of  the  last  Amendment,  to  insert 
the  words  "and  shall  only  apply  to  pro- 
spectuses and  notices  issued  after  that  date." — 
{Mr.  yt'armington.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

(2.31.)  Mr.T.  M.HEALT:  Ithink  this 

Amendment    most    objectionable.      We 

have  heard  from  influential  Members  of 

the  House  what  their  objections  are  to 

Sir  Roper  LetMmdge 


the  retrospective  action  of  the  Bill,  and 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Warmington) 
has  delivered  himself  of    the   opinion 
that    it    would    be    a    hardship    upon 
promoters     and     Directors     to      make 
the  action  of  the  Bill  retrospective,  but 
what  does  he  now  propose  to  do  ?     He 
is  going  to  give   a    kind   of   scapegoat 
period    between    the    months    of    June 
and  October  within  which  frauds  may 
continue.     This    Act    would    naturally 
take     effect     immediately     after     the 
Queen's  Assent,  but  there  is  to  be  a  cloee 
time   for    fraudulent  Directors    up    to 
October,  1890.     Well,  1  object  to  a  cloee 
time  for  swindlers.     Promoters,  Direc- 
tors, and  everybody  else  have  had  long 
advertisement  that  this  Act  is  about  to 
be  passed  ;  but  so  tender  is  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  for  those  whom  this 
Bill   is   to   punish,  that  he  proposes  to 
allow  the  flow  of  a  flood  of  felony  between 
now  and  October.     A  more  remarkable 
proposal  I  have  never  heard ;  it  is  a  con- 
demnation of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman's own  Bill.     I  can  understand  his 
objection  to  my  proposal  to  make  the 
Act  retrospective,  but  here  he  is  brand- 
ing his  own  Bill  as  a  measure  that  is 
really    not   much  wanted.     He  says,  in 
effect,  there  is  no  need  of  hnrry  about  it 
after  all,  and  these  poor  guileless  pro- 
moters should  have  time  to  run   their 
merry  rigs  a  little  longer.     I  am  amazed 
that    the    hon.   iind  learned  Gentleman 
should  cast  such  a  slur  upon  his  own 
legislation,    practically     justifying    the 
opposition  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
"  You  are  right,"  he  says.     "  The  Bill  is 
objectionable,    and     there     should     he 
ample    scope   and   verge    enough"    for 
these  operations  up  to  October  1   next, 
and  this  is  assented  to,  practically,  wth- 
out  debate.     I  suppose  this  is  to  allow 
the  development  of  schemes  now  in  pro- 
cess   of    incubation.       Is    this    to    be 
tolerated  ?     Are  we  to  wait  for  months, 
so  that  fraudulent  proposals  and  prospec- 
tuses   now,   perhaps,    in    the  printers' 
hands,  can   be  put  before  the  public  i 
Really,  I  think  this  Bill  has  had  from  its 
own  parent  the  most    severe    stab    it 
could  receive.     Apparently  the  view  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  that 
there  should  be  a  close  time  for  fraud. 
You  may  commit  a  fraud  on  September 
30,  but  not  on  October  1.     Hon.  Grentle- 
men  opposite  may  date  their  prospec- 
tuses September  30,  but  not  later. 
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Mb.  JOECNSTON:  Does  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  attribute  to 
Members  on  this  side  the  circulation  of 
-fraudulent  prospectuses  7 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  hon. 
Gendeman  is  quite  mistaken.  I  say 
anybody  can  issue  a  fraudulent  pro- 
spectus on  September  3  and  is  not 
to  be  struck  at  by  this  Act ;  but  if  he 
dates  it  October  1,  then  he  renders 
himself  liable  to  punishment.  The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Belfast  does  not  carry 
into  public  life  that  geniality  -we  all 
recognise  in  his  private  capacity.  He 
suggested  a  moment  ago  the  Bill  dating 
from  1881,  but  the  case  he  put  is  of  a 
wholly  different  character  to  those  we 
have  in  contemplation  in  passing  this 
Bill.  The  company  formed  for  migration 
purposes  was  one  from  which  no  Direc- 
tor derived  a  penny.  The  Directors 
were  mistaken  perhaps,  but  they  drew 
no  fees ;  but  this  Bill  does  not  touch  such 
a  case ;  it  strikes  at  false  and  misleading 
statements  issued.  But  I  rose  to  protest 
against  the  suggestion  that  there  should 
be  a  close  time  for  fraud.  I  say  the 
moment  this  Bill  becomes  an  Act,  let  it 
come  into  operation.  I  deny  that  this 
is  a  Bill  so  unjust  and  harsh  in  its 
operation  that  any  interval  should  be 
allowed. 

*(2,36.)  Mk.  BAEING  (London) :  I 
very  much  regret  the  introduction  of 
■words  suspending  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  until  the  1st  October.  I  think  it 
should  run  from  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
and  all  the  more  because  we  have  heard 
from  my  hon.  Friend  near  me  that 
there  are  sundry  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
•who  are  considering  whether  their  names 
shall  appear  on  prospectuses  now  in  pre~ 
paration. 

Sra  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE:  No* 
within  my  knowledge. 

•Mb.  BARING:  I  thought  my  hon. 
Friend  spoke  of  what  he  knew;  but 
it  seems  he  spoke  of  what  he  did  not 
know.  I  think,  looking  at  the  serious 
nature  of  the  evils  with  which  the  Bill 
is  to  deal,  we  ought  not  to  give  them 
what  has  been  called  a  close  tune,  but  as 
soon  as  the  Bill  becomes  law  it  should  bo 
enforced.  I  could  not  agree  with  the 
proposal  to  make  penal  legislation 
retrospective ;  but  when  we  make  penal 
legislation,  it  should  come  into  f  oroe  with 
the  passing  of  the  Act. 


(2.37.)  Sib  W.  HARCOURT:  I 
quite  agree«in  that  view.  I  am  against  a 
close  time  of  any  description,  whether 
for  Directors  or  for  hares.  Certainly  I 
cannot  conceive  any  possible  argument 
by  which  a  measure  of  this  kind,  if  it  is 
justifiable  at  all,  should  not  take 
effect  as  soon  as  Parliament  has  given 
assent  to  it.  As  I  said  before,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  retrospective  Amendment, 
that  it  was  a  departure  from  Parliamen- 
tary usage,  so  I  say  in  opposition  to  this 
Amendment  that  it  is  equally  a  depar- 
ture from  Parliamentary  usuage  without 
justification. 

•  *Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  must  remind  the 
House  that,  as  amended,  the  clause  runs 
thus  : — "  This  Act  shall  come  into  opera- 
tion on  the  1st  of  October,  1890." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Will  it  not  be 
competent  for  us  to  vote  against  the 
clause  as  amended ;  and,  the  clause  being 
struck  out)  the  Act  would  come  into 
operation  at  once  7 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  No;  the  proposal 
that  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill  is 
made  in  Committee. 

(2.38.)  Mr.  SETON-KARR  (St 
Helen's)  :  Are  not  the  words  now  before 
us  consequential  upon  the  decision  of 
the  House  that  the  Bill  shall  come  into 
operation  on  October  1,  and  are  they 
really  necessary?  The  Bill  does  not 
apply  to  prospectuses  issued  before  that 
date,  ur  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
clause  1  If  we  have  already  passed  the 
words  declaring  that  the  Bill  shall  come 
into  operation  on  October  1,  naturally 
the  Bill  cannot  apply  to  prospectuses 
before  that  date. 

•(2.38.)  Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  House 
has  passed  the  clause  that  this  Act 
shall  come  into  operation  on  October  1, 
1890,  and  the  Amendment  now  proposes 
that  the  Act  shall  only  apply  to  pro- 
spectuses and  notices  issued  after  that 
date.  The  point  is  how  to  deal  with 
notices  issued  between  the  passing  of  the 
Act  and  the  date  for  the  operation  of  the 
Act. 

(2.39.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  assume, 
undoubtedly,  that  prospectuses  issued 
meantime  will  be  covered  by  the  Act,  but 
legal  procedure  can  only  be  taken  after 
October  1.  Undoubtedly,  as  the  clause 
stands,  all  bogus  and  improper  pro- 
spectuses come  under  the  Act  as  soon  as 
it  passes ;  but  these  proposed  words  will 
prevent  that. 
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Mk.  SETON-KARR:  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  Amendment  is  the  natural 
consequence  of  what  the  House 
has  accepted,  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member's  interpretation  makes  nonsense 
of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  cannot  apply  to 
prospectuses  issued  before  October  1, 
when  we  accept  that  is  the  date  of  the 
operation  of  the  Act. 

*(2.40.)  Mr.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN : 
As  I  understand  it,  the  Bill  comes  into 
operation  on  October  1,  and,  that  being 
BO,  no  prospectus  issued  before  that  time 
would  come  within  the  operation  of  the 
Act  For  operative  purposes  there  is  no 
Act  until  that  date.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  words  proposed  l^  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  are  not  required,  and  I 
really  do  not  know  why  they  are  intro- 
duced. Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
op  losite  give  us  any  possible  reason  ? 

•(2.40.)  The  PRESIDENT  or  the 
BOARD  OF  TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.)  :  Of  course,  I  cannot 
give  a  legal  opinion.  I  expressed 
my  view  that  the  liabilities  under  the 
Bill  should  not  attach  to  notices  issued 
before  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  My  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  near  me  informs 
me  that  the  words  are  not  necessary,  and 
I  do  not  see  why  they  should  be  intro- 
duced. 

•(2.41.)  Mr.  MADDEN:  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  House,  having  fixed  the 
1st  of  October  as  the  commencement  of 
the  l^al  consequences  that  follow  under 
the  Act,  the'  Amendment  expresses  the 
exact  position  and  the  legal  consequence 
of  fixing  the  commencement  of  the  Act  at 
that  date.  The  words  add  nothing  to  the 
meaning,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
are  absolutely  harmless. 

•Mr.  baring  :  I  rather  wish  to  have 
words  inserted  applying  the  Act  to  pros- 
pectuses and  notices  issued  between  the 
passing  of  the  Act  and  October  1 . 

Sir  roper  LETHBRIDGE  :  I  sub- 
mit. Sir,  that  after  your  ruling  any 
farther  discussion  is  really  little  better 
than  obstruction. 

Mr.  WARMINGTON  :  I  do  not  myself 
think  the  words  are  necessary,  and  I  am 
quite  ready  to  withdraw  the  AJnendment. 
(2.42.)  Me.  chance  :  As  bearing 
upon  the  present  position,  I  may  mention 
that  the  date  of  the  issue  of  the  pro- 
spectus is  not  the  vital  point,  the  date  of 
subscription  is  the  root  of  the  action. 
If  the  Bill  is  allowed  to  go  through  as  it 


now  stands,  the  result  will  be  that  a 
person  who  subscribes  to  a  company  after 
this  date,  the  promoters  having  issued 
their  prospectus  the  day  before  the 
date,  will  have  no  action.  The  sub- 
scription gives  the  right  of  action, 
but  there  is  no  word  in  the  BUI  as 
to  date  of  subscription;  it  is  only 
provided  that  the  Act  shall  come  into 
existence  on  a  certain  day.  It  seems  to 
me  it  would  be  well  to  have  this  matter 
defined  in  some  better  manner.  We 
had  better  understand  clearly  whether 
the  date  of  the  prospectus,  or  the  date 
of  the  subscription  is  the  vital  date 
in  respect  to  the  commencement  of  the 
action. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(2.43.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  now 
propose  to  add  after  the  word  "  ninety  " 
these  words  :  "  But  this  Act  shall  apply 
to  all  prospectuses  and  notices  issued 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act."  The 
object  these  words  would  effect  would 
be  that,  while  no  legal  procedure  can  be 
adopted  to  punish  promoters  of  a  fraudu- 
lent character  between  now  and  October, 
yet  the  moment  October  arrives  the 
legal  machinery  of  this  Act  comes  into 
operation  for  the  punishment  of  anything 
of  a  fraudulent  nature  which  may  have 
taken  place  in  the  interval  betweoi  the 
passing  of  the  Act  and  that  date.  I  am 
obliged  for  the  suggestion  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  (Mr.  Baring.)  He 
is  a  great  authority  on  financial  matters, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  he  will  lend  the 
weight  of  his  authority  to  protect  us 
against  this  close  time  for  fraud,  and  to 
prevent  the  launching  of  dishonest 
schemes  now  on  the  stocks. 

•(2.44.)  Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  House 
has  agreed  that  the  Act  shall  come  into 
operation  on  October  1,  1890,  and  that 
operation  refers  to  prospectuses  and 
notices.  What  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  now  proposes  amounts  not  to  a 
limitation,  but  to  a  contradiction  of  what 
has  already  been  agreed  upon  byapplying 
the  Act  to  all  prospectuses  and  notices 
issued  after  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

Mb.  chance  :  On  a  point  of  order, 
Sir.  There  is  a  difficulty  as  to  the  date 
upon  which  the  Act  shall  come  into 
operation,  whether  it  shall  be  the  date  of 
prospectus  or  the  date  of  subscription 
for  shares.  Perhaps  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  can  explain  that. 
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(2.45.)  Sib  W.  HARCOURT:  To 
contradict;  a  provision  previonsly  laid 
down  is  of  course  not  allowable :  but,  as  I 
understand,  the  bon.  and  learned  Member 
wishes  to  make  an  exception.  Now,  if 
we  could  not  fix  a  date,  and  afterwards 
make  an  exception  to  it,  we  should  not 
be  able  to  legislate  at  all.  We  must  fix 
a  general  date,  though  we  may  choose  to 
make  certain  exceptions.  If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  puts  in  the 
words  "Except  as  to  prospectuses  and 
notices,"  &c.,  that  would  show  that 
the  reference  is  to  a  portion  of  these 
proceedings  and  not  to  the  whole.  Pro- 
ceedings may  not  be  instituted  until 
October.  We  know  there  are  cases 
continually  where,  in  order  to  prevent 
evasions  of  an  Act,  you  have  to  put  in  a 
clause  to  provide  that  there  shall  be  no 
violation  of  the  Act  while  discussion  is 
going  on.  So  here  we  shall  be  stulti- 
fying ourselves  before  the  public  if  we 
pass  an  Act  in  a  form  allowing  impunity 
to  promoters  during  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September.  What  possible 
reason  is  there  for  allowing  such  a 
thing  ?  It  is  possible,  I  submit,  to  make 
exceptions,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  do 
it  here  to  maintain  our  credit  for 
common  sense. 

•(2.47.)  Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH: 
The  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  addressed  to  a  point  which  has 
already  been  decided.  He  desires  that 
the  Act  shall  come  into  force  immediately 
on  its  passing,  but  the  House  has  decided 
it  shall  come  into  force  on  October  1. 
If  we  were  now  to  put  in  words  to  pro- 
vide that  prospectuses  issued  between 
the  passing  of  the  Act  and  October  1 
should  render  the  issuers  liable  to  the 
penalties  provided  that  would  be  antici- 
pating the  date  already  fixed,  and  would 
be  directly  contrary  to  what  has  already 
been  done. 

(2.48.)  Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall, 
Bodnun) :  I  was  about  to  urge  the  same 
point.  It  is  not  a  question  of  policy  or 
prudence  or  good  sense.  If  it  is  non- 
sensical, fortunately  there  is  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  where  it  can 
be  put  right.  It  is  a  matter  of  order ; 
the  words  have  been  passed  declaring 
the  Act  comes  into  operation  on  October 
1,  and  the  words  of  the  Act  are  to  be 


read  as  if  spoken  by  the  Legislature  on 
that  day. 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT :  There  may  be 
exceptions. 

Mb.  COURTNEY :  The  gist  of  the  Bill 
is  Clause  3,  which  declares  that  certain 
statements  shall  be  followed  by  certain 
consequences.  It  is  further  declared 
that  the  Act  shall  come  into  of)eration 
on  October  1,  and  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment is  a  direct  contradiction,  declaring 
that  the  operation  shall  be  immediate. 

(2.49.)  Mb.  SEXTON  :  Could  my 
right  hon.  Friend  move  his  Amendment 
as  regards  prospectuses  or  notices,  not  as 
regards  both  ?  Directed  to  both  it  would 
be  a  contradiction,  but  not  to  the  one  or 
the  other. 

•Me.  SPEAKER :  The  proper  time  to 
raise  the  point  would  have  been  when 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  moved 
October  1,  1890,  as  the  date  for  the 
operation  of  the  Act.  To  say  now  that 
the  operation  of  the  Act  shall  be  from 
the  date  of  its  passing  will  be  to  virtually 
contradict  what  has  been  passed  by  the 
House.  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  remedy 
at  this  stage. 

(2.50.)  Me.  T.  M.  HBALY  :  I  appre- 
ciate entirely.  Sir,  the  force  of  what  yon 
say ;  and  I  will,  on  the  Motion  for  Third 
Reading,  move  the  re-committal  of  the 
Bill  to  omit  this  clause,  and  I  presume 
that  in  this  I  shall  have  the  assent  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
"That  the  Bill  be  set  down  for  Third 
Reading  on  Wednesday." — (Mr.  War- 
mington.) 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that,  on  the  Motion  for  Third 
Reading,  I  shall  move  to  re-commit  the 
Bill  in  order  to  strike  out  the  entire 
clause,  and  this  will  have  the  effect  of 
making  the  Act  speak  as  from  the  day 
it  receives  the  Royal  Assent. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Wednesday  next. 

OBOHARDS  RATING  EXEMPnON  BILL. 
(No.  177.) 
Bill,  as  amended,  considered ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 
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PHAEMACY  ACT   (IRELAND)    (1876) 
AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  241.) 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  regret  to  move  the 
Adjournment  of  the  Debate ;  but,  under 
the  circumstances,  I  hope  it  will  be 
accepted.  It  will  be  observed  that  all 
the  Amendments  to  the  Bill  stand  in 

my  name 

•Me.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
should  formally  move  an  Amendment 
before  I  put  a  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment. 

Clause  (First  election  of  representa- 
tives of  chemists  and  druggists  to 
council,) — {Mr.  Sexton,) — brought  up, 
and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr.  Sexton.") 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  am  surprised 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Belfa;Bt, 
with  whom  1  thought  we  had  a  perfect 
understanding,  should  wish  to  proceed 
with  the  Bill  now.  We  assented  to  the 
Bill  passing  Committee,  making  a  jyro 
/orrnd  Amendment  in  order  that  there 
should  be  a  Report  stage,  with  the  object 
of  coming  to  an  agreement  between  the 
chemists  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Of  course,  it  would  not  be  right  to  refer 
to  private  conversation  in  reference  to 
a  public  matter  ;  but  we  did  understand 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  willing  to 
postpone  the  Bill,  and  it  was  our  in- 
fluence secured  the  passage  of  the  Bill 
through  Committee.  We  are  not  hostile 
to  the  Bill ;  we  only  desire  to  give  efEect 
to  an  arrangement  which  we  hope  may 
be  arrived  at  with  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society — to  reconcile  conflicting  interests. 
It  is  with  that  object  that  I  now  move  the 
adjournment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." — 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

*Mr.  MADDEN:  I  hope  my  hon. 
Friend  will  accept  the  Motion.  There 
are  only  a  few  remaining  points  of  differ- 
ence to  be  settled  between  the  parties 
referred  to,  and,  in  fact,  time  will  be 
saved  by  a  present  postponement.  I 
hope'that  the  points  of  difference  will 
become  fewer  in  the  interval,  and  when 
tile  Bill  comes  on  again,  an  arrangement 
will  have  been  arrived  at,  and  there  will 


be    no    opposition   to    this   useful    Bill 
becoming  law. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON :  It  is  but  a  reason- 
able proposition,  and  I  accept  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill  be  resumed  on 
Monday." — {Mr.  Johnston.) 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  would  observe  that 
the  Bill  is  entitled  to  a  certain  priority 
of  position  if  set  down  for  a  private  Mem- 
bers' day ;  but  on  Government  days  it 
will  be  blocked  by  the  12  o'clock  Rule. 
I  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  it  be 
taken  on  Wednesday  next. 

Me.  JOHNSTON  :  I  am  quite  willing, 
but  I  thought  it  was  the  wish  of  hon. 
Members  to  take  it  on  Monday. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Wednesday  next. 

INTESTATES'  ESTATES  BILL.— (No.  69.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported without  Amendment ;   read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

HARES  PRESERVATION  BILL  [LORDS]. 
(no.  187.)    ooMMirrEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  2. 
•(3.12.)  Me.  ESSLEMONT  (Aber- 
deen, £.)  :  I  desire  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment which  stands  in  my  name,  and,  in 
doing  so,  desire  to  say  that  I  havB  no 
objection  to  the  preservation  of  hares  in 
the  close  season,  but  I  think  it  is  rather 
strong  action  for  the  House  of  Commons 
to  enact  that  any  farmer  who  kiUs  a  hare 
during  a  close  setison  for  the  protection 
of  his  crops  should  be  guilty  of  a  criminal 
offence.  My  Amendment  would  protect 
the  farmers  from  this  hardship,  while 
destrojring  the  interest  of  the  poacher 
and  trader  in  the  killing  of  hares  during 
close  season.  The  farmer  has  no  means 
of  defending  his  crops  against  the  ravages 
of  these  creatures  except  by  killing 
them;  and  surely  it  is  unreasonable 
that  his  doing  so  in  dose  time  should 
be  a  penal  act.  I  have  no  sympathy 
with  poachers  and  dealers  who 
kill  at  this  season  for  purposes 
of  profit)  nor  do  I  i)aak  that 
sporting  interests  should  weigh  against 
the  practical  interest  of  the  former. 
Kindliness  to  dumb  creatures  I  reoog- 
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nise  -,  bat  it  ia  a  sentiment  that  doea  not 
apply  to  ciMomstances  where  these  creu- 
tares  are  preserved  to  the  loss  of  the 
farmer  in  order  that,  in  the  coursing 
season,  they  may  be  run  down  and  killed 
under  circumstances  of  the  greatest 
cmelfy.  I  think  the  desired  object  will 
be  secured  by  taking  away  the  incentive 
to  kill  daring  the  close  season  for  pur- 
poses of  profit ;  but  I  hope  the  common- 
sense  of  the  Committee  will  recc^nise 
the  justice  of  allowing  the  farmer  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  protect  his 
crops  from  the  ravages  of  these  animals. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  all  the 
words  after  the  word  "  shall,''  to  the  word 
"  or,"  in  line  IS,  and  insert  the  words  "  sell, 
o0br  for  sale  for  money,  or  any  other  considera- 
tion  whatever,  any  hare  or  leveret."— (Jfr. 
Sulmumt.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  wilfully  kill '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

(3.16.)     Colonel    DAWNAY   (York, 
X.R.,  Thirsk):  I  can  assure  the  Committee 
that,  so  far  from  wishing  to  overthrow 
the  principle  of  the  Ground  Game  Act 
of  1880,  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  wish 
to  affirm  that  principle  and  to  secure  to 
the   farmers  the    privilege    granted    by 
that  Act,   which  is  now  in  danger  of 
vanishing  altogether.     Since  the  Ground 
Gkune    Act  of   1880  hares  have   been 
slaughtered  in  season  and  oat  of  season, 
■o  much  so  that  in  many  parts  of  the 
eountry  they  have  almost  become  extinct. 
Parliament  has  passed  laws  to  protect 
sea  birds,  singing  birds,  and  even  coarse 
fish ;    and   yet   the   hare,   which    is    a 
valuable  article  of  food,  and  the  most 
defenceless  of  all  British  wild  animals, 
is  slaughtered   all  the  year  round,  and 
at  a  time  when  it  is  totally  unfit  for  food, 
and  when  the  death  of  a  doe  hare  in- 
volves the  lingering  death  by  starvation 
of  one  or  two  leverets.     In  the  market 
towns  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland 
one  may  often  see  in  the  spring  time 
exposed   for  sale  a  doe  hare   dripping 
with  milk  or  big  with  young,  and  l^  her 
side   wretched   leverets  no  bigger  than 
rats.     It  is  to  stop  this  barbarous  cruelty 
and  this  wanton  waste  of  food  that  this 
Bill  is  brought  in.     I  hope  the  Amend- 
ment will  not  be  accepted,  because,  if  it 
is,  the  Bill  will  not  be  woiih  the  paper  it 
iff  printed  on. 


(3.18.)  Sib W.HARCOUliT (Derby): 
I  waited  with  interest  to  know  the 
opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
on  a  question  afEecting  the  sport  and 
agriculture  of  the  country,  and  I  find  the 
Government  represented  on  this  occasion 
by  the  Attorney  General,  and  I  suppose 
he  is  prepared  to  answer  for  both.  It 
would  have  been  interesting  to  see  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture  here,  but  I 
suppose  his  presence  is  inconvenient, 
because  in  1880,  on  the  Hares  Bill,  he 
spoke  very  strongly,  and  voted  against 
this  very  proposition.  With  every  respect 
for  what  my  hon.  Friend  says,  the  Bill 
does  contravene  directly  the  principle 
of  the  Act  of  1880,  which  is  that  tiie 
occupier  of  the  land  shall  deal  as  ha 
chooses  with  the  ground  game  for  the 
protection  of  his  crops.  Hares  are  very 
destructive  animals,  and  the  Bill  would 
protect  them  just  when  their  ravages  are 
at  the  worst. 

Sir  H.  SELWIN-IBBETSON  (Essex, 
Epping) :  No. 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  :  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  maintain  that  hares  do 
no  injunr  to  growing  crops  from  March 
to  July  r  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for 
the  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  agricultural  matters,  but  I  can  only ' 
suppose  he  can  maintain  such  a  proposi- 
tion on  the  assumption  that  all  the  land 
in  Essex  has  gone  out  of  cultivation. 
To  say  that  hares  do  not  commit  ravages 
upon  crops  in  these  months  is  to  make  an 
assertion  every  farmer  would  laugh  at. 
What,  too,  becomes  of  all  the  recommen- 
dations that  farmers  should  turn  their 
attention  to  raising  vegetables  ?  It  is 
the  very  period  when  hares  ought  not  to 
be  preserved.  I  can  give  an  authority 
for  that  in  the  person  of  a  former 
colleague  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
In  1880,  Colonel  Buggles-Brise,  a  gentle- 
man of  great  experience  in  agriculture, 
proposed  that  the  occupier  should  be 
allowed  to  kill  rabbits  at  all  seasons, 
and  to  kill  and  take  hares  during 
the  months  of  February,  March,  and 
April.  The  proposal  of  Colonel  Rnggles- 
Brise  was  not  to  allow  hares  to  be 
killed  at  other  times,  but  in  the  months 
of  February,  March,  and  April,  because 
this  was  the  period  in  which  hares  are 
most  destructive  to  the  crops  of  the 
farmer ;  and  in  his  speech  on  that  oconsion 
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he  declared  his  opinion  that  a  close  time 
for  bares  was  not  necessaty.  On  the 
same  occs^ion  the  Minister  for  Agri- 
culture spoke,  and  he  said  if  ever  the 
operation  of  farmers  were  to  undergo 
a  change  and  market  gardening 
should  prevail  all  over  the  country, 
which  he  did  not  believe  wcnld  ever 
be  the  case,  the  objections  to  the 
Amendment  would  be  reasonable;  but 
he  thought  it  was  undesirable 
to  apply  to  the  whole  Bill  that  which 
should  only  apply  to  exceptional  cases. 
Mr.  Rodwell,  another  Representative  of 
the  Eastern  Counties,  and,  as  many  hon. 
Members  know,  a  great  sportsman,  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  that  it  was  impossible 
to  fix  any  close  time  for  hares.  After 
that  proposal,  another  was  made  almost 
similar  to  the  proposal  before  the  House 
now,  and  the  present  Minister  for 
Agriculture  spoke  strongly  against  this 
proposal  and  also  voted  against  it.  Lord 
Elclio,  the  present  Lord  Wemyss,  put 
the  case  in  a  nutshell  when  he  said — 

"  If  this  in  n  Bill  for  the  preeervation  of 
sport,  nothing  is  more  reasonable  than  a  close 
time  ;  but  if  it  is  a  Uill  to  promote  good  hus- 
bandry, there  should  be  no  close  time." 

That  Amendment  was  defeated  in  1880 
by  148  to  58,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  County  Member  friends  voting 
in  tho  majority.  It  is  idle  for  my  hon. 
Friend  to  say  the  Bill  is  not  intended  to 
contravene  the  Act  of  1880;  it  is  in- 
tended to  overthrow  it  root  and  branch. 
The  Preamble  of  that  Act  gives  occupiers 
the  riglit  to  protect  their  crops  against 
the  ravages  of  ground  game,  and  it  is  in 
the  spring  time  when  crops  are  coming 
up  tbat  the  gnawing  down  by  these 
animals  is  most  injurious.  The  desire  of 
country  gentlemen  to  promote  the  multi- 
plication of  hares  is  interesting,  for  it 
shon-s  that  agriculture  is  veiy  flourishing; 
that  crops  are  so  good  and  prices  so 
high  that  more  hares  to  eat  the  crops 
are  desirable  lest  the  fturmer  should 
become  too  prosperous.  We  have  a  Con- 
servative Party  in  0£Sce  which  has  the 
agricultural  interest  of  the  country  at 
heart,  and  a  Minister  specially  charged 
with  the  care  of  that  interest.  Why, 
Sir,  they  brought  under  our  notice  the 
question  of  bi-metallism  ;  they  then  in- 
troduced a  Tithe  Bill  for  the  fcirmerB  and 
country  gentlemen ;  and.   in  the   third 

Sir  W.  Hareowt 


The  PRESIDBNT  of  thb  BOARD  w 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Ghapuk,  Linoohi- 
shire,  Sleaford) :  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  have  to  ask  you.  Sir,  whether  the 
introduction  of  the  subject  of  Bi-metallism 
and  the  Tithes  Bill  has  anything  to  do 
with  a  measure  to  provide  a  close  time 
for  hares  t 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  am  only  using 
these  matters  by  way  of  illustrating  my 
contention  than  the  only  practical 
measure  of  relief  for  the  agricnltnral 
interest  introduced  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  this'Session  is  a  Bill  giving 
a  close  time  for  hares.  This,  no  doubt, 
is  a  measure  that  will  be  satisfactory  to 
the  large  farmers  and  wealthy  land- 
owners who  are  desirous  of  preserving 
hares  for  sport.  They  say  there  are  too 
few  at  present,  and  it  is  desirable  tbat 
they  should  have  more.  But  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  a  word  or  two  for  another 
class  who  are  not  rolling  in  wealth.  I 
allude  to  the  smallholders — the  men  yon 
profess  to  have  so  much  interest  in  and 
to  desire  to  protect.  Although  the  great 
owners  and  large  farmers  may  be  over- 
whelmed with  prosperity — although  the 
farmers  of  Lincolnshire  may  be  longing 
for  more  hares,  I  must  remind  the  House 
that,  although  the  Minister  for  Agricul- 
ture has  said  that  market  gardening  is  a 
thing  to  be  looked  down  upon,  and  that  it 
would  never  extend  largely  in  England, 
we  on  this  side  differ  from  that  opinion, 
and  both  hope  and  believe  there  will  be 
a  great  extension  'of  this  industry,  to 
which  the  ravages  caused  by  g^round 
game  are  a  source  of  very  serious  injury. 
The  whole  of  a  market  gardener's  crops 
may  be  destroyed  by  hares,  and  conse- 
quently the  question  is  a  serious  one. 
It  is,  therefore,  from  this  point  of  view 
that  the  Bill  ought  to  be  regarded.  The 
question  of  a  few  hundred  pounds  more 
or  less  may  not  be  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  the  great  linoolnsbire 
farmers,  bntthe  question  of  afewshillings 
may  be  the  means  of  determining 
whether  a  small  holder  can  maintain  his 
allotment  or  not.  It  is  npon  tiiis  issue 
that  the  Bill  must  be  judged.  In  point 
of  &ct,  everybody  knows  that  this  Bill 
is  not  one  which  is  really  intended  to 
afieot  the  interest  of  agriculture.  It  is 
a  sportsman's  Bill- — — 

The  chairman  :  I  would  point  out 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thidi  we  aie 
not  discussing  the  Second   Beading  of 
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the  Bill,  but  an  Amendment  dealing 
with  the  question  of  selling  haree. 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT  :  Very  well, Sir; 
I  will  reserve  what  I  have  to  say  on 
that  point  until  the  proper  time  has 
arrived.  But  I  may  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  there  really  has  been  no 
Second  Reading  Debate  on  this  Bill  at 
all.  The  Bill  has  been  pushed — I  might 
almost  say  smuggled  —  through  the 
House  in  the  small  hours  of  the  morning, 
and  if  Bills  of  this  kind  are  to  be  passed- 
without  any  discussion  on  their  merits 
it  will  not  increase  _  the  confidence  with 
which  they  are  regarded.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  selling  hares,  that  is 
directly  connected  with  the  subject  of 
the  food  of  the  people.  The  selling 
of  hares  depends  upon  the  supply, 
and  I,  for  one,  absolutely  deny  the 
statement  that  tliere  is  anything  like  a 
scarcity  of  hares  in  this  country.  ["  Oh, 
oh  ! "]  Hon.  Members  who  deny  this 
should  state  their  reasons.  I  may  inform 
the  Committee  that  when  in  the  North, 
not  many  months  ago,  I  was  at  a  place 
where  there  had  been  a  big  day's  sport, 
and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about 
the  number  of  pheasants  they  had 
killed.  I  said,  "  I  do  not  want  to  know 
anything  about  the  pheasants ;  tell  me 
about  the  hares.  How  many  did  you 
kill  ?  "    They  told  me  338. 

Thb  MAKQ0ES8  OF  CARMARTHEN 
(Lambeth,  Brixton)  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  state  where  this  occurred  ? 

Sm  W.  HARCOURT :  Tes,  at  Lord 
Durham's.  Bnt  1  should  not  have  men- 
tioned the  name  had  it  not  been  asked 
for.  The  question  is,  are  there  sufficient 
hares  in  the  country  or  are  there  not  ? 
I  remember  saying  to  a  friend  of  mine 
"  What)  do  you  think  of  killing  upwards 
of  300  hares  in  a  day  ? "  and  he  replied, 
"Well,  we  can  all  do  that."  I  say, 
therefore,  if  you  can  all  do  that,  what 
nonsense  it  is  to  say  the  hare  is  an  extinct 
animal.  You  cannot  go  and  kill  300  dodos 
in  a  day,  and  your  position  as  to  hares  is 
ridiculous.  I  have  inquired  also  of  a  great 
many  friends  of  mine  who  indulge  in 
sport  in  a  moderate  way,  who  tell  me 
there  is  no  difficulty  round  Windsor  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  London  in 
getting  as  many  hares  as  they  want.  I 
■will  tell  you  what  thisBiU  is  for,andevery- 
body  here  knows  it  It  is  because  at 
present  the  tenant  fanners  of  England  do 
not  produce  sufficient  hares  to  supply  the 

VOL.  OCOXLV.       [thibd  seriks.] 


coursing  meetings.  As  regards  the  in- 
sufficient supply  for  other  purposes,  I 
absolutely  deny  the  statement.  In  the 
neighbourhood  where  I  live  I  asked  a 
gentleman  whether  he  found  a  scarcity 
of  hares,  and  his  reply  was,  "  Not  at 
all."  It  is  only  where  the  preservation 
of  ground  game  is  seriously  abused  that 
the  tenant  farmers  take  advantage  of  the 
Ground  Game  Act,  and  destroy  the  hares. 
You  may  buy  as  many  haxen  at  the 
poulterers  as  ever.  I  know  quite  as 
much  about  the  poulterers'  shops  as  hon. 
Members  opposite,  as  I  have  made  it  my 
business  to  study  this  subject  scientifi- 
cally. There  is  a  large  poulterer  in 
London  with  whom  I  deal,  and  through 
whose  means  I  have  eaten  through  all 
tlie  hares  of  Europe.  I  can  tell  my  hon. 
Friend  opposite  that  he  may  buy  as  many 
hares  as  he  liked.  I  have  bought  a 
large  hare,  weighing  121bs.,  for  2s. 
Surely  that  is  cheap  food,  f"  Oh,  oh  ! "] 
Hon.  Members  say  "Oh."  It  was  a 
Russian  hare.  I  wUl  not  affirm  that  it 
was  very  good,  but  it  was  nourish- 
ing. It  is  nonsense  to  say  you 
must  be  able  to  eat  up  the  crops 
of  the  small  gardeners  and  allotment 
holders  in  order  to  provide  food  for  the 
people,  when  it  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  foreign  hares  come  into  our  mar- 
kets from  America,  Belgium,  Russia, 
Austria,  and  Hungary  by  hundreds  of 
thousands,  and  they  are  just  as  good 
hares  as  our  English  hares.  ["  No  !  "] 
Well,  that  is  a  matter  of  taste.  I  have 
eaten  Russian  hares,  Austrian  hares,  and 
Hungarian  hares,  and  they  are  exactly 
the  same  as  the  English  hares.  Therefore, 
all  this  outcry  about  the  food  of  the 
people  is  sheer  nonsence,  and  everybody 
knows  it. 

CoMNEL  DAWNAY  :  I  beg  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  pardon,  but  he  has 
mistaken  our  point.  We  say  that  the 
killing  of  doe  hares  in  milk,  and  when 
unfit  for  food,  is  brutality,  and  our  aim  is 
to  stop  that  brutality  by  means  of  this 
measure. 

Sre  W.  HARCOURT:  Brutality! 
That,  it  seems,  is  the  only  point  the 
sporting  gentlemen  care  about.  We  can 
all  understand  .the  kindly  heartedness 
which  sees  a  hare  torn  to  pieces  by  grey- 
hounds for  sport — the  humanity  of  those 
who  hear  the  screams  of  the  wounded 
hare  at  the  cover  side,  and  yet  are 
shocked  at  the  brutality  of  shooting  the 
3  Z 
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animal.  To  my  mind,  one  of  the  moat 
shocking  things  I  know  of  is  to  hear  the 
screaming  of  a  wounded  hare,  but  hon. 
Members  opposite  want  more  hares  to 
scream,  and  nothing  shows  this  more 
than  the  interruption  of  the  hon.  G«n- 
tleman.  I  would  ask  him  how  many 
doe  hares  are  there  with  young  in  the 
month  of  July?  I  wonder  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  can  endeavour  to  persuade 
the  House  to  extend  protection  to  hares 
on  so  preposterous  a  proposition.  Do 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  assert 
that  July  is  a  month  in  which  hares  are 
generally  with  young  1  Everybody  knows 
that  July  is  the  month  in  which  we  eat 
leverets. 

CoLONEi,  DAWNAT :  Hares  are  bred 
from  the  end  of  Febniary  to  the  begin- 
ning of  August. 

SiE  W.  HARCOURT:  WDl  the  hon. 
Member  say  that  August  is  a  brood 
month  for  hares  1 

CoLONEi,  DAWNAT:  I  said  from 
February  to  the  beginning  of  August, 
but,  of  course,  they  mostly  breed  in 
March  and  April. 

SiE  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  only  wanted 
to  see  how  far  these  sporting  gentlemen 
would  go.  Everybody  knows  the  phrase 
"  Mad  as  a  March  hare,"  and  really  some 
hon.  Members  in  their  zeal  in  this  Bill 
seem  to  resemble  March  hares. 

Me.  WHARTON  (Ripon) :  The  Bill 
only  proposes  protection  up  to  the  Ist  of 
July.  We  are  not  now  dealing  with 
July. 

SiE  W.  HARCOURT :  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Minister  for  Agri- 
culture will  stand  at  the  Table,  and  say 
June  is  a  breeding  month  for  hares,  I 
shall  be  bound  to  believe  him,  and  also 
to  believe  the  Pope  on  a  question  of 
dogma.  I  say  that  this  is  not  a  Bill  for 
promoting  the  sale  of  hares  as  food.  It 
IS  a  Bill  for  the  promotion  of  coursing 
meetings,  where  bags  of  hares  are  turned 
out  to  be  run  down  by  dogs.  I  should 
like  to  hear  whether  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  is  prepared  vehemently  to 
support  this  Bill.  I  want  to  hear  his 
statement  of  the  views  entertained  by 
the  Government  on  the  subject.  For 
my  part,  I  am  speaking  in  the  interests 
of  the  holders  of  allotments  and  small 
farms.  Everybody  knows  that  the 
question  affecting  hares  differs  totally 

from  the  question  of  rabbits 

Sir  W.  Uarwurt 


Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  rise  to  order.     I 

must  ask  you,  Mr.  Courtney,  whether 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  directed  to  the  Amendment,  which  is 
simply  to  insert  hares  that  are  sold 
instead  of  hares  being  killed.  Is  not 
this  in  reality  a  Second  Reading  speech ! 

SiE  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  submit,  Sir, 
that  the  question  of  selling  hares  relates 
to  the  production  of  hares,  and,  there- 
fore, I  am  entitled  to  argue  whether  or 
not  there  is  an  increase  of  the  hares  that 
are  to  be  sold. 

Thtd  CHAIRMA;i!f :  The  whole  argu- 
ment so  far  has  been  directed  to  the 
offence  of  selling  and  not  the  offence  of 
killing,  and  should  be  confined  to  that 
question. 

SiB  W.  HARCOURT:  I  do  not 
exactly  understand  the  distinction.  I 
should  imagine,  according  to  the  old  pre- 
cept, "  You  must  first  catch  your  hare," 
the  selling  of  hares  has  relation  to  the 
catching  of  hares,  and  the  principal  ques- 
tion is :  Are  there  enough  hares  to 
catch  in  order  that  they  may  be  sold.  I 
hold  that  there  are  abundance  of  hares 
in  this  country  for  all  legitimate  pur- 
poses ;  that  this  Bill  is  a  sportsman's 
Bill,  which  will  inflict  injustice  on  the 
small  occupiers  throughout  the  Kingdom, 
by  depriving  them  of  the  right  to  kill 
hares  on  their  own  property,  and  to  sell 
them,  and,  under  these  circumstances,  I 
support  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
Friend. 

*(3.50.)  The  ATTORNET  GENERAL 
(Sir  R.  Webstbe,  Isle  of  Wight) :  After 
a  speech  of  nearly  half  an  hour  just 
delivered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
I  will  only  detain  the  House  a  few 
moments,  confining  myself  to  such  of  his 
remarks  as  were  relevant  to  the  Amend- 
ment. I  should  not  have  troubled  the 
House  but  for  the  somewhat  sneering 
observations  at  the  commencement  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech.  I 
do  not  see  why  the  Attorney  General 
should  not  express  his  opinion  on 
this  matter  as  well  as  an  ex-SoHcitor 
General  or  ex-Home  Secretary,  and 
certainly  after  the  speech  we  have  just 
heard  I  should  not  have  the  slightest 
objection  to  enter  into  a  competitive 
examination  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man either  in  natural  history  or  agricul- 
ture. One  of  the  main  arguments  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been  that 
market  gardens  will  spread,  and  that 
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hares  will  eat  up  the  produce.  I  think 
that  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  might 
have  read  the  Bill. 

SiE  W.  HARCOURT :  I  never  said 
market  gardens  ;  I  said  small  holdings. 
•Sib  R.  WEBSTER:  I  took  down 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  words 
myself,  and  I  am  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  those  who  heard  the  earlier  part 
of  the  right  hon  Gentleman's  speech,  in 
which  he  referred  to  market  gardens. 
He  quoted  a  speech  from  Hansard  in 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  referred  to 
market  gardens.  Such  is  the  memory 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  !  He  does 
not  remember  what  he  said  a  few 
minutes  ago.  There  is  a  distinct  provi- 
sion in  the  Bill  that  it  should  not  apply 
to  hares  and  leverets  inside  nursery  or 
other  gardens,   and,  therefore,  the  right 

hon.  Gentleman's  observation 

Snt  W.  HARCOURT:  I  never 
made  it. 

*SiB  R.  WEBSTER :    I  cannot  accept 
the  denial  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Sre   W.    HARCOURT:    Very  good. 
Then  I  say  you  violate  the  courtesy  of 
the  House. 

♦Sir  R.  WEBSTER  :  It  is  a  matter  of 
recollection  to  those  who  have  been  in 
the  House  during  the  last  half-hour.. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  :  I  never  referred 
to  market  gardens,  except  so  far  as  the 
words  were  included  in  the  quotation. 
No  statement  of  my  own  I  gave  referred 
to  anything  except  small  holdings. 

•Sir  R.  WEBSTER:  I  am  unable  to 
accept  the  recollection  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  I  wiU  not  continue  to 
debate  the  matter.  The  point  which  we 
are  now  discussing  is  whether  or  not 
hares  are  to  be  sold,  and  we  have  heard 
a  great  deal  of  useful  information  about 
the  breeding  time  of  hares.  The  Bill 
only  proposes  a  close  time  up  to  the  1st 
of  July,  so  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  not  even  read  the  BiU.  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  deny  that 
during  those  months  doe  hares  are  with 
young,  and  that  young  hares,  when 
the  mother  is  killed,  often  die  a  cruel 
and  lingering  death  without  doing  good 
to  anyone?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  told  nsthat  he  haseaten  Russian  hares, 
and  that  they  are  quite  as  good  as  English 
hares — and  apparently  they  must  be 
most  nourishiqig  food,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  in  his  own  house,  at  all  events,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  eat  a  doe 


hare  killed  in  March  or  April,  or  if  he 
did  he  would  not  do  it  a  second  time. 
Then  we  have  heard  about  the  seeds 
coming  up.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  nine- 
tenths  of  the  wheat  comes  up  in  the 
autumn.  Perhaps  in  his  part  of  the 
country  crops  come  up  at  a  different  time. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  this 
Bill  is  a  direct  infraction  of  the  Ground 
Game  Act  during  particular  months. 
There  might  be  something  in  his  argu- 
ment, but  for  8^  months  in  the  year 
the  farmer  is  free  to  shoot  and  catch 
bares,  and  I  ask,  is  there  anyone  who 
will  jdeny  that  if  the  farmer  wishes 
to  keep  the  hares  down  he  can- 
not do  it  in  those  8|  months?  As 
I  understand  it,  there  is  no  complaint 
on  the  part  of  tenant  farmers  at  not 
being  allowed  to  kill  hares  during  the 
proposed  close  time.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  told  us  of  his  distin- 
guished friends  who  have  killed  large 
bags  of  hares,  but  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  not  given  his  personal  ex- 
perience of  the  agricultural  counties, 
where  there  are  large  numbers  of 
tenants  occupying  the  land  without  lai^e 
preserves.  I  apologise  for  intruding  on 
the  House,  feeling,  as  I  do,  that  I  ought 
not  to  have  addressed  it,  having  regard 
to  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite.  I  hope  and  trust 
that  the  Amendment  will  be  discussed 
on  its  merits,  and  that  those  topics  which 
have  no  bearing  upon  the  matter  will 
not  be  gone  into. 

•(4.2.)  Sir  J.  PEASE  (Durham, 
Barnard  Castle)  :  I  hope  it  is  not 
diflScult  to  discuss  a  question  of. 
this  kind  without  warmth  even  on 
such  a  warm  day.  I  desire  to  say 
that  in  supporting  this  Bill  I  am  only 
carrying  out  the  views  of  agriculturists 
in  my  own  neighbourhood.  It  does  not 
repeal  a  single  word  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby's  Bill 
I  have  taken  no  part  out  of  the  House  in 
the  agitation  on  this  question,  but  I  am 
familiar  with  agriculture  in  my  own 
part  of  the  country,  and  I  know  that  in 
the  wide  district  of  the  North-Riding 
of  Yorkshire,  known  as  the  Cleveland 
district,  every  farmer  but  one  sup- 
ports the  Bill — and  the  exception  is 
a  coursing  man  who  wants  the  power 
of  killing  hares  all  the  year  round. 
There  are  good  reasons  for  supporting 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill.     They  will  not 
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cause  the  -farmer  any  inconvenience,  for 
with  a  close  time,  commencing  15th  of 
March  or  1st  of  April,  he  will  have 
ample  time  during  the  period  when 
harea  oaght  to  be  killed,  in  which 
to  destroy  every  hare  that  is  likely 
to  prey  on  his  crops.  I  venture  to 
say  that  on  any  farm  within  seven 
days  of  the  15th  of  March  you  could 
put  down  every  surplus  hare  you  are 
not  desirous  of  hbving  there.  This 
seems  to  me  a  very  simple  and 
natural  Bill,  commending  itself  to  every 
naturalist  and  every  humanitarian.  It 
is  really  the  best  compliment  that  could 
be  paid  to  the  Bill  of  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  the  Member  for  Derby,  because 
it  shows  that  the  right  hon.  Qientlaman's 
Bill  has  worked  so  hardly  on  hares  u 
almost  to  cause  them  in  many  places  to 
become  extinct. 

(4.4.)  Sir  H.  SELWIN-IBBBTSON  : 
After  the  speech  we  have  just  listened  to 
I  do  not  suppose  I  should  have  troubled 
the  House  with  any  remarks  on  the 
question  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  very 
pointed  reference  made  to  me  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Front 
Bench  opposite.  I  will  not,  after  your 
ruling,  Sir,  follow  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's discursive  speech,  but  I  may  say 
that  what  struck  me  more  than  any- 
thing else  in  that  speech  was  that  the 
New  Forest  must  be  a  very  happy 
hunting  ground,  because  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  experience  of  it  enables 
him  to  set  his  knowledge  of  i^riculture 
and  field  sports,  and  his  views  not 
only  of  agriculturalists  but  of  small 
holders  generally  throughout  the  country, 
against  the  opinion  of  everybody  else. 
Speaking  now  for  a  very  large  body  of 
^riculturists  in  the  county  c^  Essex,  I 
can  say  that  the  Bill  is  a  very  necessary 
one,  if  any  hares  are  to  be  preserved. 
I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  competition 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
in  legal  knowledge,  but,  seeing  that  I 
have  the  misfortune  to  hold  in  my  own 
hands  1,600  to  2,000  acres  of  land,  I 
think  I  may  place  my  experience  in 
agricultural  matturs  against  that  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  months 
mentioned  in  the  Bill,  which  have  been 
pointed  out  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  the  months  in  which  the  greatest 
damage  to  crops  will  ensue,  are  not 
looked  upon  in  that  light  by  agricul- 
turists generally.  We  have,  at  least,  rn 
Sir  J.  Pease 


equal  knowledge  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  of  the  rotation  of  crops,  and 
also  of  their  growth,  and  we  have  had 
experience  of  the  time  when  tbey  are 
most  destroyed,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  months  selected  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  are  not  those  in  which 
most  damage  is  dona. 

Sib  W.  HAROOURT  :  The  months  I 
quoted  were  those  mentioned  fay  Colonel 
Buggles-Brise. 

Sib  H.  SELWIN-IBBBTSON :  When 
Colonel  Ruggles-Brise  expressed  bis 
opinion  he  was  speaking  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  opposition  that  was  raised 
to  an  Amendment.  Remember  that  the 
proposal  of  the  Bill  had  not  been  tried 
by  the  country,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  if  Colonel  Ruggles-Brise  were  now 
in  the  House,  he  would  agree  with  me 
in  the  view  I  am  expressing  as  io 
the  opinion  of  the  fiurmers  of  Essex. 
Agriculturists  have  had  experience  of 
the  Act  of  the  light  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  they  have  come  to  the  oonclusioa 
that  that  Act  has  practisally  destroyed  s 
species  of  game  to  which  farmers  attach 
considerable  importance.  No  doubt,  in 
the  days  before  the  passing  of  that  Act, 
farmers  who  looked  upon  hares  as  the 
property  of  the  landlords  regarded  them 
with  considerable  jealousy,  bat  now  that 
they  have  the  power  of  dealing  with 
that  property  themselves  they  are  quite 
as  much  in  favour  of  the  alteration  in 
the  law  now  proposed  as  the  laadiordB. 
I  confess  I  admired  the  knowledge  the 
right  hon.  GFentleman  had  acquired  from 
the  poulterers'  shops,  but  allow  me  to  say 
that  although  we  may  have  most  de- 
licious hares  imported  from  foreign 
countries,  thei-e  is  no  denying  tibe 
fact  that  in  this  country  the  hare  is 
practically  becoming  extinct,  certainlr 
all  over  the  counties  of  which  I  have 
any  knowledge,  and  I  ventnre  to  say  that 
the  price  of  hares  in  the  market  will 
fully  confirm  that  view.  If  the  Aniend- 
ment  is  passed  the  Bill  will  have  no 
effect  in  checking  the  destruction  of 
hares  at  the  time  when  i^ey  ought  to  be 
protected.  By  this  Bill  you  will  not 
deprive  the  ^rrner  of  any  opportunity 
he  may  wish  to  have  of  destn^ing  these 
animals,  and  I  am  certain  that  the 
farmers  of  the  country  will  infinitely 
prefer  that  the  Bill  should  pass  in  its 
entirety  than  that  it  should  be  mutilated 
by  this  Amendment. 
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•(4.13.)  Mb.  BAROLAT  (Fopfiu-- 
shire)  :  No  doubt  the  Bill  is  a  violation 
of  the  compromise  arrived  at  on 
the  pastting  of  the  Ground  Qnme  Act, 
when,  on  the  one  hand,  the  farmer 
obtained  the  right  to  kill  hares  and 
rabbits  all  the  year  round,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  certain  restrictions  were 
imposed  upon  his  mode  of  killing  him 
— which  restrictions  have  proved  very 
inconvenient,  especially  in  the  case  of 
rabbits.  To  a  certain  extent  I  ^m- 
pathise  with  the  Bill,  but  I  do  not  think 
there  is  really  any  scaiciiy  of  hares, 
though  that  is  one  of  the  chief  argu- 
ments adduced  for  op,>osing  the  Amend- 
ment. I  do  not  think  that  the  price  of 
hares  is  sensibly  higher  than  before  the 
Ground  Game  Act  was  passed.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  in  some  piarts  of  the  country 
hares  are  now  as  plentiful  as  ever  they 
were,  or,  at  least,  as  plentiful  as  they 
should  be,  whilst  in  other  parts  they,  no 
doubt,  are  scarce.  They  always  were 
scarce  in  some  places.  It  does  not  always 
depend  upon  the  killing  as  to  the  number 
of  hares  there  are  in  a  district,  but  the 
food  there  is  for  them.  The  Amend- 
ment meets  the  case  of  hares  being 
with  young  being  exposed  in  poul- 
-terers'  shops.  Such  an  abuse  will 
be  prohibited  if  the  Amendment  is 
adopted,  and  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
in  charge  of  '-he  Bill  would  do  well  to 
accept  the  proposal.  The  Game  Acts  will 
deal  with  the  case  of  poachers  and  un- 
authorised persons.  If  the  large  farmers 
want  to  preserve  hares  they  can  do  so. 
Let  them  prevent  poachers  from  tres- 
passing on  their  lands;  and  as  to  the 
smaller  farmers,  I  am  convinced  they  do 
not  want  this  Bill.  They  do  not  like  to 
be  interfered  with  by  a  new  Game  Act. 
I  hope  the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  will  be  disposed  to  accept  the 
Amendment.  I  think  it  meets  the  case, 
and  will  prevent  hares  from  being  ex- 
posed in  shops  during  the  breeding 
season.  As  far  as  the  cultivators  of 
farms  are  concerned,  I  think  they  have 
power  enough  to  preserve  hares  to  the 
extent  they  desire. 

(4.19.)  Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  very 
moderate  and  reasonable  speech  addressed 
to  the  House  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Essex  (Sir  H.  Selwin- 
Ibbetflon),  because  I  think  the  great 
majority  of  the  House  is  in  &vonr  of 


making  progress  with  the  Bill,  and 
of  passing  it  into  law  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. I  do  not  intend  to  quarrel  with 
the  character  or  motives  of  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  W. 
Harcourt)  or  to  deal  with  the  various 
topics  he  raised,  althoagh  I  am  bound  to 
say  it  offers  a  most  tempting  theme  for 
discussion.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
questioned  altogether  the  accuracy  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend's  (the  Attorney 
G^eneral's)  recollection  ak  to  the  fact  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  introduced 
into  his  speech  arguments  in  support  of 
market  gardens.  I  may  say  I  took  down 
his  words  at  the  time,  and  I  tamed  to 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  and  said, 
"Half  his  aigument  is  entirely  answered 
by  the  Bill  itself,  because  Clause  1  pro- 
vides that  the  measure  shall  not  apply 
to  nurseries  or  other  gardens." 

Sib  W.  HAECOURT:  If  the  right 
hon.  G«ntleman  will  excuse  me,  he  will 
see  I  have  put  down  on  the  Paper  an 
Amendment  to  add  to  the  word  "  gar- 
dens "  the  words  "  small  holdings." 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  do  not  know  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  meant,  but,  in 
justice  to  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Attorney  General,  I  felt  bound  to 
tell  the  Committee  what  took  place. 
This  is  a  Bill  to  provide  a  close  time  for 
hares.  The  Amendment  which  has  been 
moved  would,  in  my  opinion,  only  have 
the  effect  of  making  the  Bill  consider- 
ably weaker  than  it  is  at  present.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  supported  the 
Amendment,  he  said,  in  the  interest  of 
the  farmers,  and  the  hon.  Member  who 
has  just  sat  down  expressed  the  opinion 
that,  in  the  view,  at  all  events,  of  the 
small  farmers  the  Bill  is  objectionable. 
I  do  not  know  the  grounds  on  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  formed  that  opinion, 
but  I  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the 
opinions  of  farmers  of  all  descriptions, 
and  I  find  precisely  the  opposite  view 
prevailing.  I  believe  there  is  a  very 
general  desire  that  the  Bill  should  pass 
without  material  alteration.  Farmers 
now  enjoy  the  right  of  killing  hares,  and, 
very  naturally,  do  not  wish  that  they 
should  become  extinct — a  consummation 
which  does  not  appear  to  be  very  far  dis- 
tant at  the  present  time  in  many  parts  of 
the  country.  Surely,  this  is  a  very  reason- 
able and  moderate  Bill,  and,  whether  we 
agree   or  disagree  with  it,  I  think  we 
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hare  a  right  to  ask  that  the  Amendments 
may  be  discussed  in  a  reasonable,  concise, 
and  business-like  manner,  and  that 
Members  who  oppose  the  Bill  will  not 
resort  to  those  reprehensible  tactics  to 
which  recourse  is  sometimes  had  for  the 
purpose  of  defeating  Bills.  With  refe- 
rence to  the  argument  that  crops  will  be 
damaged  during  the  proposed  close  time, 
it  is  enough  to  point  out  that  the  present 
Amendment  would  not  obviate  the  pos- 
sibility of  such  damage.  There  are 
other  AmendmVits  on  the  Paper 
which,  I  think,  are  very  fully  deserving 
of  consideration,  and  to  which  I  am  sure 
Gentlemen  sitting  behind  me  will  give 
full  consideration.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  W.  Harcourt)  will  re-consider  his 
position  and  vlbo  his  great  infiaence  for 
the  purpose  of  inducing  his  friends  to 
consider  the  Bill  in  a  fair  and  reasonable 
manner, 

(4.25.)  Me.  GURDON  (Norfolk, 
Mid) :  In  my  part  of  the  country  I  be- 
lieve the  Bill  is  supported  by  owners  of 
land,  occupiers  of  land,  agricultural  la- 
bourers, and  even  those  other  gentlemen 
who  live  by  taking  hares  in  an  indirect 
way.  In  fact,  the  feeling  in'favour  of  the 
Bill  is  practically  unanimous.  We  do 
not  entirely  agree  with  the  limits  of  the 
close  time  fixed  in  the  Bill,  and  I  cer- 
tainly should  have  liked  to  see  adopted  an 
Amendment  which  was  placed  on  the 
Paper,  but  has  been  withdrawn,  for 
leaving  the  counties  to  fix  the  close  time 
for  themselves.  I  hope,  however,  the 
House  will  accept  the  Bill. 

(4.26.)  De.  tanner  (Cork  Co., 
Mid):  During  the  last  few  months  I 
have  tried  by  visiting  various  poulterers' 
shops  in  London  to  find  out  whether  it 
is  true  that  hares  are  exposed  for  sale 
when  in  milk.  I  have  been  told  at  shop 
after  shop  that  such  a  thing  is  never 
seen,  and  that  the  credit  of  any  poulterer 
who  did  it  would  be  absolutely  des- 
troyed. Accordingly,  if  any  poulterers 
are  engaged  in  this  practice,  I  think 
they  will  certainly  not  be  a  good  class  of 
tradesmen,  and  I  think  that  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Aberdeeen  (Mr.  Esslemont) 
ought  to  meet  with  the  complete  assent 
of  Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
What  is  the  use  of  inserting  the  words, 
"shall  wilfully  kill"?  If  you  meet 
poachers  in  the  country  with  bares  in 
Mr,  Chaplin 


their  possession,  can  you  say  they  have 
wilfully  killed  them?  Some  one  else 
may  have  done  it.  What  yon  should  do 
is  to  saddle  the  right  horse  by  making  it 
illegal  for  a  tradesman  to  sell  a  hare  that 
is  in  young  or  has  recently  been  in  young. 
For  my  own  part,  I  think  there  is  a  great 
deal  too  much  fuss  made  about  this 
matter.  I  can  easily  understand  sporting 
gentlemen  who  tako  a  pleasure  in  conrs- 
ing — which  I  consider  to  be  a  very 
cruel  sport — doing  their  best  to  promote 
the  multiplication  of  hares.  Practically 
speaking,  hares  are  cheaper  in  this 
country  than  they  are  in  Ireland. 
Although  this  very  law  exists  in  Ireland 
in  a  greater  degree  than  you  are  now 
trying  to  impose  it  on  England,  hares 
are  to-day  cheaper  in  London  than  in 
Dublin  or  Cork.  I  agree  with  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  right  hon.  G«ntleinan 
the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  W.  Harcourt) 
about  hares  eating  the  green  crops  in 
Spring,  and  I  certainly  do  not  see  why 
cultivators  of  the  soil  should  not  kill 
hares  at  that  time.  Hon.  Members 
opposite  will,  in  my  oppinion,  do  wisely 
if  they  accept  this  Amendment,  with  the 
exception  of  one  word  in  it — I  mean  the 
word  "  leveret."  I  do  not  think  people 
will  expose  leverets  for  sale  when  very  • 
young.  If  a  leveret  be  two  months  old 
I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not  be  sold 
or  why  it  should  not  be  legally  killed. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  question 
whether  leverets  should  be  included  will 
come  up  for  discussion  subsequently. 

De.  TANNER:  I  shall  certainly 
oppose  the  Bill  unless  the  principle 
embodied  in  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
Friend  is  adopted. 

(4.35.)  SiE  J.  KENNAWAY  (Devon, 
Honiton) :  It  is  said  this  measure  is  not 
desired  by  small  farmers.  I  come  from 
a  conniy  of  small  farmers,  and  a  few 
months  ago  I  had  the  honour  of  piesent- 
ing  a  Petition  to  the  House  signed  by 
between  7,000  and  8,000  persons  con- 
nected with  the  land,  in  favour  of  this 
Bill.  Amongst  the  petitioners  were 
landowners,  large  farmers,  small  farmers, 
and  labourers.  It  has  been  asked.  Why 
cannot  those  who  wish  to  see  a  stop  put 
to  the  shooting  or  killing  of  hares  agree 
not  to  destroy  hares  ?  The  fact  is,  that 
when  a  man  sees  his  neighbour  killing 
hares,  he  does  not  like  to  be  placed  under 
a  disability  not  to  kill  them ;  it  is  hard 
for  him  to  restrain  himself.    With  refer- 
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ence  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner)  I  may  point 
out  there  is  an  Act  for  the  Preservation 
of  Hares  in  Ireland.  That  Act  was 
passed  in  1879,  and  it  enacts  that  any 
person  who  wilfully  kills  or  wounds  a 
hare  between  a  given  period  shall  forfeit 
for  every  such  hare  a  snm  of  money  not 
exceeding  £1. 

(4.37.)  SibW.  HARCOURT:  I  will 
not  detain  the  Committee  at  any  length, 
but  I  mast  remind  the  hon.  Baronet  that 
the  Irish  Act  which  had  just  been  passed 
was  fully  in  mind  at  the  time  the  Ground 
Game  Act  was  passed  in  1880.  This  is 
a  question  for  small  owners ;  the  large 
men  can  take  care  of  themselves.  The 
hon.  Baronet  says  he  represents  small 
holders,  but  he  seems  to  have  a  strange 
opinion  of  the  moral  strength  of  small 
holders.  He  says  small  holders  are 
anxious  to  preserve  the  hares,  but  they 
■will  not  combine  not  to  kiU  them  for 
fear  their  neighbours  might  kill  them. 

Sm  J.  KENNAWAY :  I  did  not  say 
that.  I  said  that  if  one  man  sees  another 
killing  hares  it  is- difficult  for  him  to 
restrain  himself. 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT:  K  one  man 
does  what  he  ought  not  to  do  all  the 
rest  of  the  Devonshire  people  will  do  so  ! 
I  should  be  sorry  to  say  that  of  my  con- 
stituents. I  should  have  thought  that 
if  one  man  kills  hares  when  the  rest  of 
the  farmers  wish  to  preserve  them  it 
would  be  a  veiy  good  thing  to  introduce 
the  Irish  system  of  boycotting,  and  then 
he  would  not  kill  hares  any  more.  Now, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Essex  (Sir  H.  Selwin-Ibbetson)  says  he 
has  a  farm  of  1,600  acres  in  his  own 
hands,  and  he  makes  a  good  profit. 

Sir  H.  SELWIN-IBBETSON  :  I  must 
interrupt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when- 
he  puts  words  into  my  mouth  which  I 
never  uttered.  I  imagine  that  I  have 
more  experience  of  agriculture  than  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  have  not 
experienced  the  success  he  seems  to 
anticipate. 

SlE  W.  HARCOURT  :  Then  the  right 
hion.  Baronet  does  not  make  a  profit,  and 
he  wants  hares  in  order  to  make  farm- 
ing profitable.  But  that  was  not  the  point 
to  which  my  remark  was  about  to  be 
addressed.  I  was  about  to  say  that  I 
cannot  understand  how  a  man  who  farms 
1,600  acres  cannot  have  hares  if  he 
vrants  them. 


Sib  H.  SELWIN-IBBETSON:  I  un 
sorry  to  again  interrupt  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  have  a  few  hares  on  my 
own  properly,  but  I  spoke  in  the  interest 
and  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  farmers  of 
Essex,  who  at  present  complain  that  they 
have  none. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  Then  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  has  a  few  hares  on 
his  own  property,  which,  no  doubt,  go  for 
the  food  of  the  people.  All  I  can  say  is 
that  if  the  farmers  of  Essex  see  as 
anxious  to  preserve  hares  as  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  they  would  have  no  diffi- 
culty any  more  than  he  has  in '  preserv- 
ing them  if  they  chose.  I  rafer  to 
small  farmers,  and  there  is  one  thii^ 
which  makes  small  farmers  object  to 
this  Bill.  This  Bill  introduces  a  new 
G^me  Law  on  small  men's  lands,  nnder 
the  pretence  or  justification  of  looking 
after  hares  in  the  close  time.  The 
gamekeeper  will  always  be  upon 
the  ground  of  the  small  man. 
[Ironical  kntffhter.]  You  may  laugh, 
but  that  is  tiae  pith  of  the 
whole  question,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  I  know  as  much  about  the  feeling 
of  these  small  owners  as  you  do.  I 
know  that  what  they  more  dislike  than 
anything  else  is  the  sort  of  warrant  this 
Bill  will  give  to  the  gamekeeper  to  be 
always  upon  their  premises  to  see  what 
they  are  domg,  although  tihe  purpose 
alleged  is  to  see  whether  or  not  they  are 
killing  hares  in  close  time.  The 
great  advantage  the  small  holders 
received  under  the  Bill  of  1880  was  that 
they  got  rid  of  the  gamekeeper  [Cries  of 
"No,  no,"  omd  "Pheasants,''  "Par- 
tridges."] Yes,  but  in  many  places 
there  was  no  question  of  pheasants  and 
partridges.  The  gamekeeper  was  always 
on  their  land  looking  after  the  ground 
game.  This  Bill  is  a  warrant  to  the 
gamekeeper  to  be  always  on  their 
ground,  and  that  is  what  the  small 
formers  object  to.  I  think  you  are 
making  a  great  mistake  in  this  matter. 
Under  this  Bill  you  will  have  to  enforce 
penalties,  and  :U  you  enforce  penalties 
against  a  mmi  for  killing  a  hare  on  his 
own  land,  whether  for  sale  (X  otherwise, 
you  cneate  an  amount  of  discontent  and 
disturbance  in  the  country,  of  the  con- 
sequence of  which  you  can  have  no  con- 
ception. I  can  understand  a  private 
Member  introducing  a  Bill  of  this  kind, 
but  I  cannot  understand  the  Government 
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takmg  upon  tbemselres  tixe  responsi- 
bility of  creating  a  new  Game  Law.  I 
for  one  shall  do  whatever  I  can  to 
prevent  this  Bill  passing  into  law. 

CoLONix  DAWNAY  :  May  I  appeal  to 
the  Committee  to  go  to  a  Division  at 
once.  It  is  quite  impossible  for  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment. I  feel  it  would  cat  the  heart  oat 
of  the  Bill.  What  is  the  ose  of  a  close 
time  if  yaa.  allow  people  to  kill  hares  all 
throngh  the  close  time  ? 

(4.48.)  Mr.  ESSLEMONT:  I  think  I 
have  received  exceedingly  little  en- 
cooragement  and  very*  scant  jostice  from 
the  promoters  of  this  Bill.  I  am  desirous 
that  this  Bill  should  pass,  in  order  that 
poachers  and  others  may  not  make  it  a 
matter  of  gain  to  kill  hares  at  a  season 
when  hon.  Centlemen  wish  to  preserve 
hares.  But  I  am  desirous,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  that  should  be  made  possible 
without  outraging  the  feelings  of  those 
people  who  we  ought  to  respect  more 
than  any  others.  The  tenimt  farmer  at 
present  has  a  proprietary  right  in  these 
creatures,  and  you  have  said  that  he 
desires  to  preserve  them.  If  he  desires 
to  preserve  them  he  will  preserve  them. 
I  deny  that  farmers  will  kill  hares  in- 
hunumly,  and  I  protest  most  strongly 
against  adopting  this  reactionary  measure, 
and  inventing  the  new  crime  suggested. 
Tenant  farmers  have  enough  to  do  to 
contend  with  the  agricultural  difficulty 
without  being  brought  within  the 
meshes  of  the  law  in  regard  to  the  kill- 
ii^  of  game  during  a  certain  season.  My 
hon.  Friend  (Dr.  Farqubstrson)  who  re- 
presents the  Western  Division  of  Aber- 
deenshire and  myself  represent  11,000 
agricultural  holders.  There  is  no 
scarcity  of  hares,  and  these  people  do 
not  want  this  Bill.  They  want  to  be 
put  on  their  honour,  as  the  landlord  is  to 
take  fair  care  of  these  creatures  in  a 
regular  and  proper  way.  We  are  told 
there  will  be  no  destruction  of  crops.  I 
am  a  small  farmer,  and  I  could  take  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  a  spot  where,  during  the  very  months 
you  propose  to  preserve  hares,  I  had  an 
acre  and  a  half  of  barley  eaten  up  by 
hares.  [Mr.  Chafun:  Rabbits.]  No, 
not  rabbits.  I  have  lived  as  many  years 
amongst  farmers  as  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman,  and  I  know  the  difference 
between  hares  and  rabbits.  Now,  it  has 
been  proved  beyond  contradiction  that 
Svr  W.  Hareourt 


smce  the  passing  of  the  Ground  Game 
Act  hares  have  been  cheaper  in  the 
market  than  before,  and,  therefore,  the 
food  of  the  people  is  not  the  question  at 
all.  It  is  said  that  if  we  do  not  pass 
this  Bill  farmers  will  kill  hares  wan- 
tonly and  inhumanly.  I  do  not  believe 
it.  No  such  calumny  can  be  hurled 
against  the  farming  classes.  Wba4:  we 
want  to  get  at  is  the  poacher,  who  cares 
nothing  about  cruelty  or  anytMng  else 
if  he  can  make  money  oat  of  killing 
these  creatures.  If  you  will  not  accept 
this  reasonable  Amendment,  and  not 
allow  the  farmers  to  have  the  proprietary 
interest  in  hares  that  they  have  now,  you 
will  only  defeat  your  Bill.  In  its  present 
shape  the  Bill  is  purely  reactdonaiy. 
It  amounts  to  a  breach  of  the  agreement 
which  is  working  so  well  between  farmers 
Emd  the  proprietors  with  regard  to  ground 
game,  and  I  protest  against  any  one 
attributing  to  me  any  motive  other  than 
the  most  humane  in  the  Amendment  I 
have  proposed. 

(4.55.)  Colonel  DAWNAY:  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  Question  be  now  put 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  think  this 
particular  question  has  been  fully  dis- 
cussed, and,  therefore,  I  should  have  no 
hesitation  i^  patting  the  Motion  if 
necessary,  but  it  seems  to  me  undesirable 
to  resort  to  that  procedure  when  it  can 
be  avoided,  and  I  therefore  hope  the 
Committee  will  now  agree  to  divide  on 
the  Amendment. 

Db.  TANNER:  The  aigoment  ad- 
vanced  

Thb  CHAIRMAN  :  I  have  pointed  out 
that,  if  necessary,  I  would  not  decline  to 
put  the  Motion.  I  think  the  subject  has 
been  adequately  discussed,  and  if  hon. 
Gentlemen  continue  the  discussion,  I 
shall  have  no  option  but  to  put  the 
Motion. 

Db.  tanner  :  I  merely  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  that  yoa  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

(4.56.)  SibW.  HARCOUET:  I  think 
we  may  now  fairly  go  to  a  Division  upui 
the  Amendment.  We  ought  to  avoid 
the  use  of  the  Closure  as  much  as  we 
can.  Gentlemen  opposite  would  gain 
nothing  by  it,  because  we  should  have 
two  divisions  instead  of  one. 

Db.  TANNER:  I  certainly  mufit  pro- 
test  
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Mr.  Lahbert  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  more,  "That  the  Qnestion  be 
now  pnt." 

Qnestion  put,  "  That  the  Qnestion  be 
now  pnt." 

(5.0.)  The  Committee  divided : — 
Atcs  231 ;  Noes  101.— (Div.  List,  No. 
167.) 

Question  put  accordingly. 

(6.10.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  239;  Noee  130.— (Div.  List,  No. 
158.) 

•(5.25.)  Mb.  BAECLAT:  The  object 
of  the  Amendment  I  have  on  the  Paper 
is  to  except  from  punishment  under  the 
Act  oases  in  which  hares  and  leverets 
are  killed  by  accident.  We  know  how 
the  existing  Game  Laws  have  boen  inter* 
preted  by  a  good  many  Justices,  and  I  am 
afraid  that  as  the  Act  now  stands,  a 
farmer  mi^ht  be  held  responsible  if  a 
hare  were  killed  by  an  agricultural  im- 
plement such  as  a  mowing  machine  when 
at  work.  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
the  administeation  of  the  Game  Act  in 
Scotland  by  the  SherifEs'  substitutes,  but 
I  should  like  to  provide  against  possibili- 
ties such  as  I  have  indicated.  I  hope 
my  hon.  Friend  will  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, and  thus  save  the  time  of  the 
House. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  Clause  2, 
page  1,  line  12,  after  the  word  "kill" 
to  insert  the  word  "  or." 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'or'    be    there  inserted." 

COLOHKL  DAWN  AY  :  I  accept  that 
Amendment. 

Qnestion  pnt,  and  agreed  to. 

It  being  half  on  hour  after  Five  4A  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Wednesday  next. 

SLANDER  LAW  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

(No.  278-.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Committee   report    Progress;    to   sit 
again  upon  Wednesday,  9th  July. 
VOL.  CGCXLV.       [thikd  nsna.] 


PAUPER  LUNATIC  ASYLUMS  (IRELAND) 
(OFFICERS'  SUPERANNUATION)  BILL. 
(No.  140.) 
Bill    considered    in    Committee,   and 
reported. 

On  the  Motion  that  the  Bill  be  con- 
sidered as  amended  this  day — 

Mb.  T.  M.  HBALT  :  I  think  it  should 
not  be  taken  until  July  2nd.  The  BUI 
requires  to  be  reprinted,  and  I  appeal  to 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether 
it  is  not  a  reasonable  request,  seeing 
that  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  some  of  the  Amendments  % 

Mb.  JOHNSTON  :  I  will  put  it  down 
for  to-morrow,  and  consult  in  the 
meantime  with  the  hon.  Member. 

Mb.  MADDEN :  I  think  the  request 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  is 
reasonable. 

Mk.  CHANCE :  My  name  is  on  the 
back  of  the  Bill,  and  I  suggest  that  it  be 
taken  on  July  2nd.  ' 

•Me  JOHNSTON  :  Under  the  circum- 
stances I  accept  that. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  358.] 

MARRIAGES  IN  BRITISH  EMBASSIES 
fto.  BILL.— (No.  183.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and 
reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  359.] 

BOILER    EXPLOSIONS     ACT    (1882) 

AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  339.) 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  ait 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

ACCUMULATIONS  BILL.— (No,  171.) 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  uid 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  ACT  (18«7) 
AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  845.) 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 

for  Wednesday  next. 
4  A 
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BARBACKS  (CONSOLIDATED  POND) 
(24th  JUNE). 

Order  read  for  resaming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Queation  (24tli  June), 

"  That  this  Hoase  doth  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  Beaolntion, '  That  it  is  expedient 
to  authoriie  the  charge  on,  and  iaaue  out  of,  the 
CoDtoUdated  Fund  of  any  deficienoy  which 
there  may  be  in  the  moneys  provided  by  Par- 
liament for  the  payment  ot  the  principal  and 
interest  of  any  sams  borrowed  by  the  Treesnry, 
nnder  the  pn:^i8tons  of  any  Aot  of  the  present 
Session  for  building  and  enlarging  barraoki  and 
camps  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  in  certain 
Colonies.'  " 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Besolution  agreed  to. 

SELECT  .COMMITTEE  ONEITOHBN  AND 
BEFBESHMENT  BOOMS. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shell  be  discharged 
from  the  Committee. — {Mr.  Richard 
Poto&r.) 


BUSINESS  OF  THE   HOUSE. 
On  the  Motion  for  Adjournment — 
(5.64.)    Sir    W.    HARCODBT  : 


{COMMONS}  the  House.  19S2 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  ctate 
-what  will  be  the  first  two  or  three  Bills, 
and  their  order,  on  the  Paper  to-morrow. 
I  presume  we  are  not  to  teke  the  order 
as  it  stands  on  the  Order  Book. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  GoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanorer  Sqneuv) :  Without  staling  ex- 
actly the  order  iu  which  thej  will  be 
taken,  we  shall  take  the  Allotments  BiU, 
the  Barracks  Bill,  the  Western  Australia 
Bill,  and  the  Education  Code  BiU  to- 
morrow. I  think  the  Allotments  Bill 
will  probably  be  taken  first.  I  may  add 
that  we  propose  to  take  the  Police  Super- 
annuation Bill  on  Friday. 

(6.56.)  Sib  W.  HARCOURT:  Do  I 
understand  the  right  hon.  GUntlemaa  to 
mean  that  the  Local  Taxation  Bill  will 
not  be  on  the  Paper  to-morrow  t 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  No,  Sir ;  it  will  not,  I 
think,  be  on  the  Paper  to-morrow.  At  all 
events,  if  it  is  on  the  Paper,  we  do  not 
propose  to  proceed  with  it  to-morzow. 


It 


would  be  convenient  to  the  House  if  the 


House  acyoomed  at  9^ve  minutes 
before  Six  o'dadc 
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ABRAHAM,      Mr.     W.,    Limerick, 
W. 
Ireland — Bmra  Postmastership,  64 

AecnmiilationB  Bill 

■e.  Order  for   2B.  read  and  disohaiged ;  Bill 
withdrawn  June  26, 1980 

AcLiNB,  Mr.  A.  H.  Dtke,  York,   W.B. 
Rotherham 
Infections   Diseases  Prevention  Bill,  Com- 
mittee, 589 
Local  Taxation  (Caatoms  and  Excise)  Duties 

BiU,  Committee,  667 
Tithe     Bent- Charge    Becovery    and    Be- 
demption  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  101 

Adiobaltt — (<«e  Natt) 

Aduibaltt — First  Lord  {see  HAUiLTOir, 
Right  Hon.  Lord  G.  F.) 

Aduibaltt — Ciyil    Lord    (see    Ashkead- 
Babtlbtt,  Mr.  fi.) 

AnwRATtTY — Secretary  to  («e«  Fobwood, 
Mr.  A.  B.) 
VOL.  OOGXLV.      [thied  seeies.] 


Adtocate,    The    Lord    {see    Robbbt80», 
Right  Hon.  J.  P.  B.) 

Afbica 
Anglo  -  Qeman  Agreement  (see  nnder  title 
Qbricant) 

AiEicA  (Gemtbal) 

Zambesi 

River  Swrvey,  Qaestion,  Sir  J.  Swinbnme } 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty June  9,  829 
■~  Sphere  of  Influence,  Question,  Mr.  Ban- 
mann ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  Jwne  13,  846 ; 
Question,  Mr.  Hanbnry ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Ailairs 
June  16, 1006 

Atbica  (East  Coaot) 

Oirmanf  in.  Question,  Ur.  E.  Beckett ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  June  6,  62 

Shiri — Cfuvrges  Against  an  English  Consul, 
Qnestion,  Mr.  Labonchere ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  June 
20,1486 

Slavery — East  Africa  Company,  Qnestion, 
Sir  O.  Campbell;  Aaswer,  The  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  June  6,  60 
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AnticA  (East  Coast) — !«nt. 
Zantibar 
Qnestion,    Br.  Cameron  ;    Answer,    The 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign    Affairs 
June  28,  1631 ;  Question,  Observations, 
Earl  of  Kimberley,  The  Prime  Minister 
June  24,  1761 
Pott  Office  Mail  Contracts,  Motion  June  13, 
946 

AiBiCA  (Sooth  Coast) 

Britith  Indian  Subjects,  Question,  Sir  6. 
Campbell  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Seore- 
taiy  for  the  Colonies  June  6, 149 

Cape  Colony — Sir  Hercules  Bohinton,  Ques- 
tions, Sir  Donald  Cnrrie;  Answers,  The 
Under  Seoretary  for  Forei)^  Affairs 
June  19, 1376 ;  June  20,  1478 

Chartered  Company,  Qnestions,  Mr.  Han- 
bory,  Mr.  O.  T.  Morgan;  Answers,  The 
Under  Seoretary  for  Uie  Colonies  June  6, 
162 

Oerman  Etpedition,  Question,  Mr.  B. 
Beckett ;  Answer,  The  Under  Seoretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  June  9,  335 

fl«<;h  Commissioner,  Question,  Mr.  Hanbory  ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Seoretary  for  the 
Colonies  June  16,  1006 
— ,  South  Africa  Company,  Question,  Mr.  S. 
Leightou  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Seoretary 
for  the  Colonies  June  23,  1626 

SuKuiland,  Settlement  of,  Qnestions,  Mr.  S. 
Leighton,  Mr.  Bryoe;  Answers,  The 
Under  Seoretary  for  the  Colonies  June  23, 
1626 

Zululand — Com  Crops,  Question,  Mr.  Webb  j 
Answer,  The  Under  Seoretary  for  the 
Colonies  June  10,  510 

AfRiOA  (SoiTTH  East) 

p.,  Delagoa  Bay  Railway,  Question,  Mr.  Mur- 
dooh  i  Answer,  The  Under  Seore- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  June  12,  715 

Afeica  (West  Coast) 

Congo — Slavery,  Question,  Mr.  A.  B.  Pease; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  June  9,  346 
Sierra  Leone — Mr.  C.  Crawford,  Question, 
Mr.  Pioton  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Seore- 
tary for  the  Colonies  June  9,  330 

Agrietdtural  Department  (see  Board  of 
Agricvltu/re) 

Agrlcaltaral  Holdings  Bill 
c.  Order  for  2R.  read  and  discharged ;    Bill 
withdrawn  June  17,  1243 

Aldenhot  Boads  Bill 

c.  Order   for  2B.  read  and  deferred  June  9, 
436  ;  June  11,632 ;  June  12,  807 
Bead  2°  June  24, 1860 

Aluson,  Mr.  R.  A.,  Cumberland,  Eskdale 
Local  Government    (Customs    and    Excise) 

Duties  Bill,  Committee,  905,  911 
Parliament — Business  of    the   House,   Bes. 

1202 


Ambrose,  Mr.  W.,  Middlesex,  Harrovj 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 

Bill,  Committee,  788 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Beoovery  and  Bedemp- 

tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  120 

Ah  ERICA 

British  Exports,  Question,  Mr.  H.  Vin- 
cent ;  Answer,  The  Under  Seoretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  June  9, 333 

Cai&e,  Importation  of.  Question,  Mr.  Howard 
Vincent;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
for  Foreig  ii  Affairs  June  20,  1473 

Copyrights — Merchandise  Maries  Act,  Qoea- 
tion,  Mr.  Qoilter ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  June  20, 1477 

English  Hops,  Question,  Mr.  H.  Knatok- 
bull-Hngessen ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  Jwne  23,  1629 

Indigent  Emigrants,  Postponed  Question 
June  16, 1004 

Tariff  Bill,  Questions,  Mr.  Howard  Vln- 
oent,  Mr.  H.  KnatchbuU  -  Hugeeaen  ; 
Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  June  20,  1473 

Anglesey  Assizes  and  Qoarter  Seasioiii 
BiU 

e.  Considered  in  Committee  and  Beported  June 
9,437 
Consideration  deferred  June  10,  579 
.  As    Amended  Considered;   Bead  8>*  and 

passed  Jutu  16, 1116 
I.  Beadl«»  /«n«  17, 1121 

Abicenia 

Outrages,  Question,  Mr.  Bryce ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Seoretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  June 
6,159 

Abut 

Auwiliary  Forces 
Militia 
Musketry  Instructors,  Question,  Mr.  B. 
Cooke;  Answer,   The    Secretary  for 
War  June  20,  1477 
Non- Commissioned    Officers,     QosatioOr 
Mr.  B.  T.  Beid ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary for  War  June  23,  1632 

Volunteers 
Ammunition,  Question,  Mr.  A.  Thomas  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  for  War  June 
10,612 

Barracks 

New  Barracks,  Questions,  ObservationB, 
Earl  Beauohamp,  Earl  of  Powis,  Eari 
Brownlow  June  12,  678 

Plymouth,  Question,  Mr.  Labouchere;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  for  War  June  19, 
1351 

Commissions,  Address  for  Betum  June  6, 
149 

Contracts 
Armour-Pierdng  Pr(>/ectt{e«,  Questions,  Kr. 
H.  Vincent ;  Answers,  The  Secrotaryfor 
War  June  16,  1004 ;  June  20,  1477 
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Abmy — Contracts — oont. 

Bayonets,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Hanbnry;  An- 
swer, The  Financial  Secretary  for  War 
Juite  17,  1129 

Inspectors  of,  Qnestion,  Hr.  Hanbnry; 
Answer,  The  Sicretary  for  War  June 
10,  518 

Ross,  Messrs.,  Qnestions,  Mr.  Hanbary, 
Mr.  J.  Rowlands  ;  Answers,  The  f  iaan- 
oial  Secretary  for  War  June  24,  1778 

India 
Warlike  Stores,  Question,  Mr.  Bradlaogh  ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  for  India 
June  6,  50 

Ireland 
Mungter  Fusiliers,  Qaeetion,  Mr.  O'Eeeffe  ; 

Answer,   The  Financial  Secretary  for 

War  June  24,  1791 
Rifie  Ranges,  Question,  Mr.  J.  Bedmood; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  for  War  June 

23,  1647 

Malta — British  Protestant  Soldiers — Maltete 
Marriages,  Question,  Mr.  L.  Morgan ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  for  War  June  18, 
843 

MeAieal  Officers  in  Action,  Qnestion,  Mr. 
Mao  NeQl ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for  War 
June  19,  1371 

Miscellaneous 
Destruction  of  Wild  Birds-by  a  Steamer  of 
the  War  Department,  Question,  Mr. 
Webster ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Seore- 
tary  for  War  June  12,  728;  Question, 
Sir  H.  Virian ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
for  War  June  18,  839 
Military  Manwuvres  at  Dover,  Qnestion, 
Mr.  Gonrley ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
for  War  June  13,  837 

Officers 

"  Mitchell  «.  Regina,"  Question,  Mr.  0. 
Otaham;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  June  12,  724 ;  Qnestions, 
Mr.  C.  Graham;  Answers,  The  eore- 
tory  for  War,  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral June  13,  862;  Questions,  Mr.  0. 
Graham ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
Jtme  17,  1153  ;  Questions,  Mr.  C.  Gra- 
ham ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  for  War 
June  19,  1354 

Petitions  of  Bight,  Question,  Mr.  C.  Gra- 
ham; Answer,  The  Attorney  General 
June  5,  68 

Ordnance  Department 

Quns  for  the  Mauritius,  Question,  Mr,  O. 
v.  Morgan ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for 
War  June  19, 1849 

Jfonu/actunn^  Department 

Woohmch  Arsenal,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Oony- 
beare;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for 
War  June  16, 1033 

Pensions — Case  of  Michael  Stanley,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Conybeare ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  for  War  June  16,  1016 

Scotland — Edinburgh  Artillery  Militia,  Qnes- 
tion, Mr.  Lees  ;  Answer,  The  Financial 
Secretary  for  War  June  12,  710 

[cont. 


Abky — cont. 

Wales— Cardiff  Bijle  Volunteers,  Question, 
Mr.  A.  Thomas ;  Answer,  The  Seoretary 
for  War  June  23,  1629 

AsQUiTH,  Mr.  H.  H.,  Fife,   E. 

Local  Taxation  (Oastoms  and  Excise) 
Duties  BUI,  Oommittee,  1396,  1399 

Athkelet-Jones,  Mr.  L.,  Durham,  N.  W. 
Mint,  Officials  of,  523 
Supply — Metropolitan  Police,  1659 

AiTOBNET     Gbneeal   (see   Webstbe,  Sir 
R.  B.) 

ArroRNET    General    fob    Ireland    (««e 
Madden,  Right  Hon.  D.  H.) 

Au$iralian  Colonies 

New  South  Wales — Lord  Carrington,  Qnes- 
tion, Mr.  H.  Heaton ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Seoretary  for  the  Colonies  June  23, 
1630 

Post  Office 
Rates,  Question,  Sir  Q.  Baden- Powell ; 
Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  June 
12, 721 
Telegraphic  Communication,  Question,  Sir 
G.  Baden-Powell ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Seoretary  for  the  Colonies  June  18,  840 

Australasian  Colonies 

I.  Address  for  Betnrn  June  10,  485 

BiDEN-PowELL,  Sir  G.,  Liverpool,  Kirk- 
dale 
Australia— Postal  Bates,  721 

Telegraphic  Commnoioation,  840 
British  Guiana,  849 
Cable  Companies  and  Goyemment  Messages, 

721 
Newfoundland  Fisheries,  63 
Transoaspian  Provinces,  849 

Balfoub  of  Bubleigb,  Lord  (Secretarj  to 
the  Board  of  Trade) 
Electric  Lighting  Acts  Amendment  (Scot- 
land) BUI,  2B.  1736,  1736 
FarlJament--Censas  Petition,  949 

BltrouB,  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  (Chief  Secre- 
tary to    the    Lord    Lientenant   of 
Ireland),  Manchester,  E. 
Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Land  (Ire- 
land) BiU,  1352 
Ireland 
Crime  and  Outrages 

Assaults  at  MUl  Street,  344,  619 
Criminal  Law,  io..  Act 
Boycotting  Prcseoution,  780, 1018, 1493, 

1645 
Fisher,  Mr.  H.  D.,  1495 
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,     Bauodb,  Bigbt  Hon.  A.  J. — ami. 

Prison  Trefttmont — M'Bnery,  Mr.,  Ao., 

841,  1498.  1649 
Eedmond,  Mr.  C.  P.,  1876,  1601 
Drainage — Biver  Fergna,  1882 

Sdncation 
Armagh  National  School,  1384 
Blmd  and  Deaf,  728 
Capitation  Allowance,  841 
Inspectors,  1409 
National  Schools,  846,  1087 
National  Teachers'  Act,  882 
Tippertr;  Schools,  1648 

STiotiona 

Faloarrafth,  842,  1018 

Olphert  Estete,  1042, 1860 
Land  Commitaion 

Belfast,  833 

Delays,  1016 

Down  and  Antrim,  618 

Queen's  Connty,  1362, 1646 

Boaoommon  Coanty,  1491 
lAnd  Pnrchaae  Act — Advances,  1407 

Law  and  Justice  and  Police 
Falcarragh    Petty    Sessions —  Olphert 

Dispute,  1794 
Jnrifs  and  Police  Betnms,  1369 
Unrphy,  John,  Case  of,  1041 
North  'Tyrone,  Coroner  for,  69 

Police 

Abbeyside— Conduct  of,  1774 
Actions  Afjninst — Payment  of  Coats, 

1340,  1848,  1499 
Oaahel  Commissioners,  1869, 1608 
Clare  Infirmary,  1600 
Ennia — Meetings,  340 
Permoy   Prosecutions — Mr.  T.  Birry, 

730,  1018,  1036,  1149,  1346,  1646 
Hyde,  Sergeant,  1500 
Leahy,  Constable — Mitchelstown,  60 
Lord,  Sergeant,  713,  1036,  1346 
Police  as  Bailiffs,  1848,  1603 
Police  Doctors,  1017 
Portumna,  344,  707,  1146, 1848,  1776 
Bathmore  and  Timoleague,  1634 
"  Shadowing,"  730,  aS4,  1023,  1024, 
1026,  1026,  1027,  1028,  1029,  1080, 
1040,   114A,  1342,  1853,  1801,  I4S0, 
1<'87,  1638,  1639,  1640,  1668, 1774, 
1788,  179J» 
Tipperary,  New  Tipperary  and  Cashel, 
718,   738,   836,   1022,   1081,    1032, 
1142,   1338,    1849;   Bea.   866,367 
870,  371,  872,  378,  374,  376,  878! 
879, 881 ,  882, 388, 898, 394, 396, 4S0 

Licenoea,  1789 

London  Companies'  Irish  Sstates,  1686 

Lunacy 

Cork  Asylum,  716. 1012, 1086 

Beports,  1628 
ICafnstracy 

Catholic  Magistrates,  1491 

Fennoy  Petty    Sessiona — Mr.  Hodder, 
B.M.,  1650 

Gardiner,  Mr.,  B.M.,  66 

<Jny,  Mr.  P.  A..  1778 

M'Laughlin,  Mr.  P.,  1777 

Weldon.  Mr.,  1492 

[eont. 


Balvodb,  Bight  Hon.  A.  J.— cont. 
MiacellaneouB 

Bishop  of  Derry,  1646 

Holders  of  Town  Parks,  1037,  1148 

Newtownard's     Fanners'     Association, 

512,  716,  717 
Open-Air  Preaching — Arklow,  1388 
Potato  Blight,  1498 
Poor  Law 

Bally  mena  Gnardiana,  1496 
Gastleblaney  Union— Poor  s  Bate,  14B1 
Literature  for  Workhouses,  1009 
Londonderry — Poor  Bate,  1490 
Medical  Attendance — Case  of  Dp.  J.  B. 

Hayes,  1886 
Newry  Union,  881 

Portumna  Union— Caae  of  Mr.  T.  Chutes 
1034 

Prisons 
Derry  Gaol,  886, 1043,  1044,  1160, 1666 
Tullamore    Gaol— Bev.   Dr.     M'Aboy, 

1366 
Warders  and  their  Uniform,  836, 10S9, 
1144,  1349,  1648 
Leaseholdeia'  (Ireland)  BDl,  1499 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dudes 

Bill,  1660.  1662,  1803,  1804 
New    Licences    (Ireland)  Bill,  Coaunittea, 

629,  681 
Parliament 
Businees  of  t^e  House,  736,  1165,  1509 
Members — Mr.  Balfour  and  Ur.  J.  Bad- 
mond,  524 
Supply — Embassies  aad  Missiona  Abroad 
Beport,  263,  264 

Bauoub,  Mr.  J.  S.,  Burnley 
Bnruley  Bectory  Bill,  2B.  1763, 1771 
Supply — Public  Education,  191 

Balumtine,  Mr.  W.  H.  W.,  Coventry 

Admiral  Colomb's  Invention,  1503 

Bankruptcy 
Betum  ordered  and  preaented  Jimm  IS,  8S0 

Sankmptcy  Act,  18S3 

Betnm  ordered  June  17, 1177 

Bankruptcy  Cases  (Cork  and  BdfatC) 
Betnm  ordered  June  17,  1178 

Bankruptcy  (Dublin) 
Betnm  ordered  June  28, 1688 

Baeclat,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Forfarshire 
Hares  Preservation  Bill,  Committee,  1921, 
1929 

BJlBINO,  Mr.  T.  0.,  London 
Directors'  Liabili^  Bill,  Order  for  Oonndca- 
tion,  486 ;  Conaidention,  008,  IJSfiO^  1270, 
1901, 1908 
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Barracks  Consolidated  Fwnd 
c.  Instmotion  to  Committee  June  13,  830 
Conndered  in  Committee  June  20,  1594 
£eaolation  Bep«rted  and  Debate  Adjonmed 

Jvne  24, 1880 
Debate  resumed  and  Res.  agreed  to  Jwu  26, 
1981 

Barracks  Bill 

e.  Considered  in  Committee — ^B.P.  JutM  12,  806 

BiBTLEY,  Mr.  G.  C.  T.,  Islington,  JIT. 
Housing    of   the    Working    Classes    Acts 
Amendment  Bill,  2B.  1832 

BiBTTBLOT,  Colonel    Sir  W.   B.,  Sussex, 
N.W. 
Looal  Taxation  (Costoms  and  Excise)  Dnties 

Bill,  Committee,  650,  663 
Supply — Embassies  and  Missions   Abroad, 

Keport,  237 
Tithe  Bent-Charge   Recovery  and  Redemp- 
tion Bill,  Order  (or  Committee,  113 

Basing,  Lord 
Local  Government  Act,  1742 

BAmUNN,  Mr.  A.  A.,  Cambenodl,  PeckAam 
Africa — Sphere  of  Inflaence,  846 
Civil  Service 

Clerks — Upper  Division,  1829 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  1287 
Infeotioos   Diseases    Prevention  Bill,   Com- 
mittee, 588,  600 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Honse,  1166 

BAZLBT-WmrB,  Mr.  J.,  Gravesend 
Fishing  in  the  Lower  Hope,  112S 

Bbaoh,  Right  Hon.    Sir    M.  E.    HiCKs 
(President  of  the  Board    of  Trade), 
Bristol,  W. 
Board  of  Trade 

Bankraptoy  Administration,  67 
Commercial  Treaties,  513,  1002,  1624 
Exported  Shell  Fish  and  Flowers,  1001 
Gas  and  Water  Undertakings,  1329 
Medical    Inspector— Swedish   Lepers,  66, 
696 
Brixham  Harbour,  1326 
Channel  Tunnel  (Experimental  Works)  Bill, 

2R.  30,  33,  39,  46,  46 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Order  for  Considera- 
dou.  436 ;  Consideration,  619,  1248,  1264, 
1268,  1266,  1277, 1286,  1903,  1905 
Electric  Lighting  Orders,  1780 
Fisheriea 

Lower  Hope,  1125 
Thames  Estuary,  639 
Ireland 

Lighthouses 
New  Island,  613 
Tory  Island,  733 
Looal  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  1235,  1237 

{eimt. 


BkjlCH,  Right  Hon.  Sir  M.  E.  HiCKS — eont. 

Merchant  Shipping 

"  City  of  Paris"  Accident,  1497 
Colour  Blindness  Among  Sailors,  1148 

Merchant  Shipping  (Life-Saviog  ApplianoM) 
Act,  334 

Orchards  Rating  Exemption  Bill,  Committee, 
629 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  140, 787 

Pier      and     Harbour     Provisional    Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill,  850  i  2B.  683,  684,  689,  691 

Bailwa;s 
Ratep,  1786 
RegnlatioQ  of  Railways  Act,  334 

Tithe  Receivership,  64 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  Recovery  and  Redemp- 
tion Bill ;  Order  for  Committee,  80,  88 

Wales — Harbours  of  Refuge  on  the  Coast, 
712 

Beauohaup,  Earl 
Army — New  Barracks,  678 
Children's  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2R.  979,  980,. 

981,  983, 984,  990 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2R.  1316,  1819, 1820 

Beaupot,  Mr.  M.  B..,  Lambeth,  KenningUm^ 
Superannuation  (War  Department)  Bill,  SB. 
434 

Beckett,  Mr.  E.  W.,  York,  N.R.,  WhUby 
Africa — Spheres  of  Infiaenoek  Ac.,  62,  836, 
722 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] 

c.  Read  2° ;  Motion  for  Committee  and  Motion 
for  Instruction  Juni  10,  486 

Be]j>eb  Lord 

Contagions    Diseases     (Animals)     (PleuTo> 

Pneumonia)  BUI,  2R.  667 
Control  of  Rivers  and  Watercourses,  1768 

Bentinck,  Right  Hon.  G.  A.  C,  Whits- 
haven 
Ireland — Police—  Mitohelstown,  60 
Looal  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Datie* 

Bill,  Committee,  1379 
Supply — Metropolitan  Police,  1643 
Trafalgar  Square — Meetings,  1476 

Bethell,   Captain  G.    R,    York,  E.R., 
Holdemess 
Ireland — Police — Casbel  f>ndTipperdry,  Bea. 
418 

BiDDULPH,  Mr.  II.,  Herefordshire,  Boss 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  616 

Blane,  Mr.  A.,  Armagh,  S. 
Ireland 
Poor  Law 
C<istlebla]iey  Union  Poor's  Bate,  1480 
Newry  Union,  831 
Supply — Embassies  and   Missions    Abroad, 
Report,  268 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BLU 


BOA 


BOA 


BOI 


345- 


Blttndell,  Colonel  H.  B.  H.,  Lancashire, 
S.W.,Ince 
Pleuro-Pneomonia — Lancashire,  844 

BoABD    OP  Agricultueb — President    (see 
Chaplin,  Right  Hon.  H.) 

Board  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural    Statistics,   Qaestion,    Mr.    H. 

Yiooent ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 

Board  of  Agricnltore  June  9,  318 
Agricultural  Valuation,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Chan- 

ning;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board 

of  Agrionltare  June  9,  827 
American  Cattle,  Qaestion,  Mr.  H.  Yinoent ; 

Answer,  The  tlndnr  Secretary  for  Foreign 

Affairs  June  20,  1473 

Contagiovs  Diseases  (AnimalsJ  Act 
Pleuro-Pneumonia,  Qaestion,  3Ir.  Chan- 
niugi  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Ag^oaltnre  June  6,  158; 
QnestioD,  Colonel  Blandelli  Answer, 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agrionl- 
tnre  June  18,  844 

Eome  Food  Supply,  Qaestion,  Hr.  H. 
Vincent;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Aftricaltare  June  9,  319 

Mutiling  Order,  Questions,  Mr.  Norris,  Sir 
H.  Boscoe ;  AnswerD,  The  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agricoltare  June  9,  831 

Ordnance  Survey 

South  Wales,  Qaestion,  Hr.  A.  Thomas; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agricoltare  June  9,  326 

Staff,  Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answer, 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agrionl- 
tare June  13,  869 

Plo'ierg  and  Com  Orowing,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
CSox  ;  Answer,  The  Pre»identof  the  Board 
of  Agricoltare  June  12,  732 

BoASD  OP  Teade — President  (tee  Beach, 
Right  Hon.  Sir  M.  E.  Hicks) 

BoABD  OF  Teade — Secretary  (see  Balfoub 
OF  BnaiiEiGH,  Lord) 

Board  of  Trade 
Alleged  Leprosy  in  an  Emigrant  Ship — Board 

of  Trade  Medical  Qffleer,   Questions,  Dr. 

Tanner ;  Answers,  The  President  of   the 

Board  of  Trade  June  5,  65  ;  June  12,  693 
Bankruptcy  Administration,  Qaestion,    Mr. 

Kelly;    Answer,    The    President  of   the 

Board  of  Trade  June  6,  67 
Brinham  Harbour,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Bradlaogh ; 

Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of 

Trade  June  19,  1326 

Electric  Lighting 

London,  Question,  Mr.  Dixon- Hartland ; 
Answer,  The  Attorney  Qeneral  JWM  9, 
889 
Orders,  Qaestion,  Mr.  O.  V.  Morgan; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  June  24,  1780 

[eont. 


Board  of  Trade — oont. 

European  Commercial  Treaties,  Qnection, 
Sir  A.  Rollit ;  Answer,  The  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  June  10,  618  ;  Qnes- 
tiona,  Mr.  H.  Yinoent;  Answers,  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  June  16, 
1001 ;  June  23, 1623 

Exported  Shell  Fish  and  Flowers,  QoestioB, 
Mr.  Channing ;  Answer,  The  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  June  16,  1000 

Fisheries 

Lower  Hope,  Fishinf  in.  Question,  Mr. 
Bazley- White  ;  Answer,  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  June  17,  1125 

Thames  Estuary,  Fishing  in,  Qaestion, 
MHJor  Basch ;  Answer,  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  June  13,  839 

Qas  and  Water  Undertakings,  Question,  Mr. 
0.  Y.  Morgan ;  Answer,  The  President  ot 
the  Board  of  Trade  June  19,  1328 

Harbours  of  Refuge  on  the  Wdsh  Coatt, 
Qaestion,  Mr.  T.  Ellis ;  Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  June  12, 
711 

Lighthouses 
New  Island,  Question,  Mr.  M'Cartan; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  June  10,  513 
Tory  Island,  Question,  Sir  B.  Watkm; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  June  12,  733 

Jferc?iandt8e  Marks  Act 

American  Piracies  of  British  Copyrights, 
Question,  Mr.  Quilter ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  June  20, 
1477 

Bahamas,  Question,  Mr.  MnndeUa;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  June  12,  703 

Merchant  Shipping 

Colour  Blindness  Among  Sailors,  Question, 
Mr.  Wiggin;  Answer.  The  Ihnnd«n( 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  July  17,  1148 

Ships— "City  of  Paris,"  Qaestion,  Mr. 
'Webb ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  June  20, 1497 

Iferchant  Shipping  {Life-Saving  AppUanctt) 
Act,  Qaestion,  Captain  Price ;  Answer, 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
June  9,  333 

Railways 
Rates,  Qaestion,  Mr.  T.  Bobinson;    An- 
swer, The  President  of  the  Board  of 

Trade  June  24,  1786 
Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  Question,  Hr. 
J.  £.  Sllis  ;  Answer,  The  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  June  9,  384 

Boiler  Ej^losions  Act   (1882)  Amend- 
ment Bill 

c.  Ordered ;  Bead  1°  •  June  12,  820 
Order  for  2B.  read  and  deferred  June  18, 

1291 
Bead  2*  •  June  23, 1728 
Considered    in    Committee — R.P.    Juns  25, 
1930 
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BoLiTHO,  Mr.  T.  B.,  ComtoaU,  St.  Ives 
Looa]  GoTernment  Provigional  Orden  (No. 

6)  Bill,  Bes.  1000 
Local  Taxation  (CDstoms  and  Szoise)  Dntiea 

Bill,  Committee,  1070 
Pier    and     Harboor    PioTisional    Orders 

(No.  4)  BiU,  2B.  690 

BoLTOS,  Mr.  J.  0.,  Stirling 

Local  Taxation  (Onatoms  and  Bxoiae)  Daties 

Bill,  Committee,  1406 
Scotland — Post  Office — Limerigg,  1656 

BcoaoN,  Mr.  T.  H.,  St.  Pancras,  If. 

Central  Londoa  Bailway  BiU,  Consideration, 

144 
Electoral  Disabilities  (Military,  Naval,  and 

Police)  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  1866, 

1878 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Daties 

BUI,  Committee,  548 

BOBNXO 

Sarawak — Bajah  Brooke — Annexation  of  the 
Independent  State,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Norris ; 
Ansirer,  The  Under  Secretaiy  for  Foreign 
Affairs  June  17, 1124 

BOBTHWICE,  Sir  A.,  Kensington,  S. 
Parliament — Bnsiness  of  the  Hoose,  161 

BODUIOIS,  Mr.  £.,  Ma/rylebone,  E. 

Central  London  BaUway  BUI,  Consideration, 

141 
Onrrency— Sporions  Coins,  726 

Sbiduugh,  Mr.  C,  Northampton 
Brixham  Harboor,  1326 
Coal  Miners'  Wages,  1021 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  620, 

626, 1268, 1266, 1268,  1272 
India 

Anglo-Indian  Newspapers,  700 

Home  Acoonnts  of  the  Qovemment,  848 

Jessore— Bioting,  61 

Kashmir,  Papers  Belating  to,  321 

Post  Office  Appointments,  61,  820 

Bailways,  1123 

The  Punjab,  699 

Warlike  Stores,  60 
India  Ooanoils  BOl,  346,  621,  1047,  1664; 

2B.483 
Inland  BeTcnae  Begnlation  BiU,   Be-Com- 

mitted,  1699 
Ireland 

Police 

Oashel  and  Tipperary — Condaot  of  the 

PoUce,  Bes.  393,  394,  396,  397 
"Shadowing,"  1146 
Siaw  and  Justice 

County  Court  Begistrars,  337 

Proclamation  of  the  Northampton  Meet> 
ing,  1663, 1784;  Bes.  1809 

Navy 
Officers 
Engineers,  324 
StndeDts,  1478 

[eont. 


Bbadlauoh,  Mr.  C. — coal. 

Newcastle-nnder-Lyme  Corporation,  1128 
Parliament 

Busioess  of  the  Honse,  70, 1166 
New  Standing  Order — Select  Committee, 
Bes.  1666 
Post  Office 

JnbUee   of    the    Penny    Post— £»i}>Ioy^ 

Holiday,  62 
Twineham — Irregularities,  1793 

Bbiobt,  Mr.  Jacob,  Manchester,  S.  W. 
Local  Taxation  (Onstoms  and  Excise)  Dnties 
BiU,  Committee,  1069 

British  and  Foreign  Spirits 

Motion  for  Select  Committee;  Debate  ad- 
journed June  23,  1729 

BsOADHnssT,  Mr.  H.,  Nottingham,  W. 
Boumania— Murder  of  a  Marine,  610 

Bbodrick,  Hon.  W.  St.  J.  F.  (Fimmoi&l 
SecretaryjWar  Department),  Surrey, 
Guildford 
Alders'hot  Boads  BUI,  2B.    436,    682,    827, 

1860,1868 
Army 
Contraots 

Bayonets,  1130 
Boss,  Messrs.,  1779 
Destruction  of  Sea  Birds,  728 
Edinburgh  ArtiUery  Miliiia,  710 
Munster  FnsUiers,  1791 

Beown,  Mr.  A.  L.,  Hatvick,  <frc. 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  1276 

Bbownlow,    Earl   (Under  Secretary   of 
State  for  War) 
Army — New  Barracks,  680 

BanCE,  Lord  H.,  Wilts,  Chippenham 
Heligoland,    Cession  of,  1656 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  BUlg,  881 

Bbdcb,  Mr.  G.,  Finsbti/n/,  Holbom 
Central  London  Bailway  BUI,  Consideration, 

143 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  1271 
HetropoUtan  PoUce,  1130 
Supply — Metropolitan  Police,  1687 

Bbuknkb,  Mr.  J.  T.,  Cheshire,  Northwieh 

Central  London  Bailway  Bill,  Consideration, 
147 

Directors'  Liability  BiU,  Consideration,  616, 
625,  1261, 1286 

Electrio  Lighting  Acts  Amendment  (Soot- 
land)  BiU,  Committee,  260 

Infections  Diwases  Prevention  BiU,  Com- 
mittee, 589 

Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Exdae)  Duties 
BUI,  Committee,  1070 

Prisons-  Aylesbury,  1366 

Supply— PubUo  Education,  225 
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Bbtos,  Mr.  J.,  Aberdeen,  S. 
Africa 

Anglo-Oerman    Agreement,    1368,    1870, 
1481,  1482 

Swaziland  Settlement,  1626 
Armenia — Oatrages,  159 
Endonred  Schools   Act     (Chriat'ii  Hospital, 

Webb's  Charity),  Res.  818 
Indian  Conncils  Bill,  2B.  438 
Parliament — Basiness  of  the  Honse,  70 
Frirate  Bill  Prooedare  (Scotland)  Bill,  839 
Scotland 

University  Act,  334 

UniTerntj  Chairs,  1825 
Sapply — Embassies   and   Missions  Abroad, 

Beport,  227,  240,  241, 242,  262,  265 
Tnrkey 

Egypt,  843 

Macedonia — Massacre  of  Christians,  720, 
1325 

Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  R.,  Edinburgh,  W. 
Anglo-German  Agreement,  1867,  1481 
Haligoland,  1292 
Local  Taxation  (Coatoms  and  Excise)  Dnties 

BiU,  Committee,  1489,  1440,  1700 
Parliament — Basiness  of  the  Hoose,  1049 , 

1609 
Police— Pay  and  Snperannnation,  1788 

BuBDirr-CoinTB,  Mr.  W.  L.  A.  B.,  West- 
minster 
MetropoUtan  PoUce,  1131,  1827,  1788,  1791 

Burial  Acts  {^England  and  Wales) 

Burials  in  Wales,  Qoestion,  Mr.  G.  0.  Mor- 

r;  Answer,  The  Home  Secretar/  Ju/ne 
.  1329 

Burnley  Beetory  Bill  [Lords] 

c  Bead  2°  and  Committed  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee June  24,  1762 

Buxton,    Mr.    S.    C,    Tower    HcmdeU, 
Poplar 

Education 

Code,  722 

Science  and  Art  Department,  1136 
Edncation  Code  Grant,  Bes.  1594 
Education  Code  (1890)  Bill,  2B.  2S6 
Home  Office  Contracts,  1630 
Housing     of    the   Working  Classes     Acts 

Amendment  Bill,  2B.  1836 
Ireland — Light  Bailways,  623 
Iiaw  Officers  of  the  Crown,  1651 
Local  Taxation'(Custom8  and  Excise)  Dnties 

Bill,  Committee,  790,  791 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  1167 
Supply 

Metropolitan  Police,  1682 

Public  Edncation,  221 
Sweating  System — Legislation,  1661 


Caine,  Mr.  W.  S.,  BarTou>-m-Fwmet$ 

Local  Taxation  (Onsioms  and  Excise)  Duties 

Bill,  1370.  1662,  1663 ;  Committee,  756^ 

806,  864,  866,  870,  1061, 1052,  1088 

Licensing — Proposed  Committee,  1164 

Parliament — ^Business  of  the    Honse,  78Bt 

1049 

Caldwell,  Mr.  J.,  Glasgow,  St.  Rollox 
Law  and  Justice— Offences  under  38  &  39 

Yic.  cap.  86, 1044 
Local  Taxation  (Costomsand  Excise)  Dntiw 

Bill,  Committee,  1710 
Probate  Duty,  1632 
Scotland 
Crofters 
Acts,  848 
Holdings,  1044 
Fortrose  Academy,  698,  849 

Cameron,  Dr.  C,  Glasgow,  College 

Africa 

Anglo-German  Agreement,  1367 

Zanzibar,  1631 
Heligoland,  1292 
Infections  Diseases  Prevention  Bill,  Commit* 

tM,  586,  599 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Exoiae)  Dntias 

Bill,  Committee,  1437,  1438,  1448,   1698, 

1699 
Navy— Condemned  Meat,  64,  1322 
Newfoundland  Fisheries,  1773 
Parliament — ^Public  Petitions — Typewritten^ 

1321 
Post  Office  Mail  Contaraots  (Bast  Coast  oC 

Africa),  Bes.  947 
Begistrar  General's  Betnms,  1623 

Caupbell,  Sir  6.,  Eirketddy,  dee. 

Africa 

British  Indian  Snbjects,  149 

East  Africa  Company,  60 
Brussels  Conference,  161 
Cairo  Opera  Honse,  61 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  1240,. 

1250,  1259,  1274,  1881,  1897 
Heligoland — Imports,  166 
Local  Taxation  (Gnstoms  and  Excise)  Dntaea- 

Bill,  Committee,   1430,   1691,  1692,  1701, 

1716  i  New  Amendment,  1805 
Parliament 

Business  of  the  Honse,  70,  1609 

Ladies'  Gallery,  1128 
Supply — Embassies    and    Missions   Abroad' 

Beport,  232,  233,  234,  236 
Western  Australia  Conatiintion  Bill,  Be-Com- 

mitted,  428,  481,  432 

Campbell-Bannerman,   Bight   Hon.    H^ 
Stirling,  &c. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military,  Naval,  and 
Police)  Bill ;  Order  for  Committee,  1878 

Local  Taxation  (Costomsand  Excise)  Dutiea 
BiU,  Committee,  1424,  1428,  1707.  1700, 
1710, 1718 
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Campebdown,  Earl  of 
Oensiu  of  1891,  Bes.  950,  957,  960 
Municipal  Elections  (Scotland)  Bill,  2B.  993 

Cahtebbcrt,  Archbishop  of 
Oensos  of  1891,  Bes.  959 
Sweating  System,  Bes.  463 

OlBEW,  Mr.  J.  L.,  KUdare,  N. 

Ireland— PoUce  "  Shadowing,"  1148, 1363 

Carlisle,  Bishop  of 

Central  London  Railway  Bill,  2B.  1302 
Custody  of  Children,  2B.  7 

Causton,  Mr.  R.  K.,  Southwark,  W. 
Kleotoral  Disabilities  (Military,  Naval,  and 

Police)  Bill,  Order   for  Committee,  1870, 

1875 
Metropolitan  Police — Mr.  Monro's  Besigna- 

tioD,  1046 
Parliament  —  Basinesa  of  the  Honse,  70 
Bochester  Bishopric  Bill,  2B.  439 
Supply 

Mietropolitaa  Police,  1544, 1576 

Public  Education,  215 

Oatan,  Earl  of,  Somerset,  S. 
Ireland 
Police 
Conduct  of,  in  Cashel  and  Tipperary, 

Bes.  374 
"  Shadowing,"  1030 

Census  (see  Local  Government  Board) 

Central  London  Bailway  Bill 

c.  As  Amended  Considered  June  6,  141 
I.  Bead  2'  Jmie  19,  1293 

Ghambeblain,  Right  Hon.  J.,  Birming- 
ham, W. 
Belfast  Corporation  Bill,  lostrnction  to  Com- 
mittee, lies.  507 
Oireotors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  1284 

Chance,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Kilkenny,  S. 
Aldershot  Boads  Bill,  2R.  1862 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  1262,, 

1267,  1272,  1276,   1278,  1896, 1903,  1901 
Electoral  Disabilities  (Naral,  Military,  and 

Police)   Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  1868, 

1864,  1865 
Hooaing    of     the    Working    Classes    Acts 

Amendment  Bill,  2K.  1850 
Fani>er  Lunatic  Asylums  (Ireland), (Officers' 

Superannuation)  Bill,  Committee,  1930 
Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Bating  Bill,  Committee, 

1448 


Ohancgllob, 
Lord) 


The    Lord    (see  Halsbdbt, 


Chahcellob     of    the    Exohequeb     (see 
GoscHEN,  Bight  Hon.  Q.  J.) 


Channel  Tunnel  (Experimental  Works) 
Bill 

e.  Order  for  2B.  read  and  adjourned  Jwae  5, 26 

CbanninGj  Mr.  F.  A.,  Northampton,  E. 

Agricultural  Valaatiou,   327 

Anglo-German  Agreement,  1368,  1480,  1657, 
1796 

Church  Property  and  Berennes,  334 

Exported  Shell  Fish  and  Flowers,  1000 

Housing     of    the    Working    Classes    Acts ' 
Amendment  BiU,  2R.  1843 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts  (Con- 
solidation) Bill,  2K.  1858 

Local  Gorernment  Provisional  Order  (No. 
6)  BUI,  Bes.  994,  996,  997,  998 

Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Exoiee)^ 
Duties  Bill,  Committee,  1072 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No. 
4)  Bill,  2B.  681,  684,  691 

Pleuro-Pnenmonia,  158 

Supply— Public  Education,  202 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  Recovery  and  Redemp- 
tion Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  107 

Yaocination  Prosecutions — Case  of  Cheney, 
1045 

Western  Australia  Constitution  BiU,  Be- 
Committed,  429 

Chaplin,  Right  Hon.  H.  (President  of 
the  Board  of  Agrionltnre),  Lincoln- 
shire, Sleaford 
Board  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Statistics,  818 

Agricultural  Valuation,  328 

Flearo- Pneumonia,  158  ; — Lancashire,  844 

Plovers  and  Corn  Growing,  732 
Hares  Preservation  Bill,  Committee,  1912 

1916,  1921,  1922 
Muzzling  Order,  332 
Ordnance  Survey— South  Wales,  326  j— Staff, 

859 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Recovery  and  Bedemp- 

tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  100 

Charity  Commissioners 

Christ's  Hospital,  Question,  Observations, 
Viscount  Galway,  The  Lord  President  of 
the  Council  June  16,  991 

Denbighshire  Charities,  Question,  Mr.  T. 
Ellis  i  Answer,  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  Jun# 
12, 704      - 

Endowed  Charities  (Oxfordshire),  Betnm 
ordered  Jane  27,  1173 

Endowed  Schools  Acts  (Christ's  Hospital, 
Webb's  Charity),  Motion  June  12,  808 

ItorM's  Charity,  Question,  Mr.  Piokersgill; 
Answer,  The  Presidmit  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  June  12,  703 ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Piokersgill ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther  June  17,  1126 

Childees,  Right  Hon.  H.  C.  B.,  Edin- 
burgh,  S. 
France — Wine  from  Baisins,  883 
Local    Taxation     (Customs    and    Excise) 

Duties  Bill,  Committee,  1696,  1697 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Honse,  69, 116& 
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•Children's  Life  Insurance  Bill 

I.  Bead  2*  and  Committed  June  16,  961 
Select  Committee  nominated  June  20, 1472 
Evidence    ordered  to  be  printed  Jnne  24>, 
1733 

Church  of  England 
Church    Rate    in  Wappitig,    Qnestion,   Hr. 
PiokersKill ;    Answer,   The  President  of 
the   Local  OoTernment  Board  June  12, 
702 

CivU  Service 

Appointments,  Qneation,  Mr.  Pickersgill ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
June  17,  1127 

Clerks 
Higher  Division,  Qaestion,  Mr.  B.  Power ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ezohe* 
qaer  June  12,  708  ;  Qaestion,  Mr.  Ban- 
mann  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exoheqapr  June  25.  1629 
Lower  Division,  Qaestion,  Mr.  J.  Kelly; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer June  6,  57 

DepartmentaX  Regulations,  Question,  Mr.  J. 

Kelly;   Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer  June  20,  1486 
Bervants — Retirement,    3rc.,    Qaestion,    Mr. 

Samoelson ;  Answer,  The  Secivtary  to  the 

Treasury  June  23, 1664 

CUSOT,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Dublin  Co.,  jff. 
Belfast  Corporation  Bill,  2B.  603,  604 
Ireland 
Criminal.  Ac.,  Act — Bedmond,  Mr.  0.  P., 

1602 
Light  Bailways,  522,  1489,  1648 
Police 

Actions  Against — Costs,  1340 

Cashel  and  Fermoy — Charges  Against 

Police,  1082,  1085 
"  Shadowing,"  835,  1027, 1342 
Pnblic  Works  Loans,  1048 

Olask,  Dr.  G.  B.,  Caithness 

Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  1717 

CULSEB,  Sir  E.   O.    (Solicitor  General), 
Plymouth 
British  and  Foreign  Spirits,  Bes.  1732 
Electoral  Disabilities  (Military,  NaTtJ,  and 
Police)  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  1872, 
1877, 1878 
Inland  Bevenue   Begnlation   Bill,  Be-Com- 
mitted,  1698, 1699, 1601, 1603 

(BtUiTig  as  Deputy  Chairman) 
Electric  Lighting  Act   Amendment  (Scot- 
land) Bill,  Committee,  258,  269, 260 

Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill 

I.  Bead  1'  •  June  19,  1312 
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Mr.   D.   H.,  ICeuxMtUe-wnder- 
Lyme 
Business  in  the  Conrts,  160 
Italy— Englishman  Killed  by  a  Sentry,  710 

Coinage  (see  Cu/rreney) 

COLCHESTSB  Lord 

Education,  Public,  Cost  of,  Bes.  1457 

GoLKBiDGE,  Hon.  B.,  Sheffield,  Atterdiffe 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  786 

GOUJNGS,  Mr.  J.,  Birmingham,  Bordedey 
Axbridge  Bnral  Sanitary  Authority,  1798 
Supply— Fnblio  Education,  193 


Ck>l<0HiE8  —  Secretary 
Knutsfoeu,  Laid) 


of     State      («M 


CJOLONIES — Under  Secretary  of  State  {sm 
DE  WoBUS,  Bdght  Hon.  Baron  H.) 

Colonies 
Rights  of  British  Subjects,  Question,  Kr.  S. 
Leighton;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  June  5,  62 
Treaties  of  Commerce,  Qaestion,  Mr.  H.  Tin* 
cent;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  Jun«  23,  1624 

Commissions  in  the  Army 
Address  for  Betum  June  6,  149 

COMJOTTBE   OF     CJOUNCIL    ON     EdUCATIOII — 

Lord  President  (see  CEAifBEOOK,  Via- 

oount) 
Vice  President  (see  Dtxk,  Bight  Hon. 

Sir  W.  H.) 

Companies  (Memorandnm  of  Asaocia- 
tion)  Bill 

{.  Beported  from  Standing  Committee  fior 
General  Bills,  and  Be-Committed  to 
Committee  of  the  whple  House  Juim  10, 48S 

COMPTON,  Earl,  York,  WS.,  Baimdey 
Housing   of   the     Working    Clasnnc   Acta 

Amendment  BiU,  2B.  1829,  1830, 1S31 
Ireland— Police— "  Shadowing,"  1344 
Post  Office 

Postmen's  Meetings,  866 
Telegraph  Clerks— OrieTsnces,  841 

CoKDON,  Mr.  T.  J.,  Tipperary,  E. 
Ireland 
Police 
Cashel  and  Tipperary,  Bes.  406 
"  Shadowing,"  1026 


Cobb,  Mr.  H.  P.,  Warwick,  SE.,  Rugby     Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act  (see 
Harrow  Weald  Sewerage  Works,  1128  Board  of  Agriculture) 
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Contagions  Diseases  (Animals)  (Plenro- 
l^enmonia)  Bill 

I.  Bead  1*  •  June  5,  25 

Bead  2*  and  Committed  to  Committee  of 
the  whole  Honse  Jane  12,  648 

OOKWAT,  Mr.  M.,  Leitrim,  If. 
Supply— Public  Edaoation,  197 

GONYBEABE,    Mr.   C.   A.    V.,    ComwoU, 
Camhome 
Aldersbot  Boads  Bill,  2B.  435,  1861 
Army 
Pensions — Case  of  Michael  Sttuiley,  1015 
Woolwich  Arsenal,  1033 
East  India  (Civil   Servants),  Select   Com- 
mittee, Bes.  1728 
£dncation  Code  Grant,  Committee,  863 
Electoral  Disabilities  (Military,  Naval,  and 

Police)  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  1876 
Electric   Lighting  Acts  Amendment  (Scot- 
land Bill),  Committee,  258,  259 
Ireland 
Police 
Cashel  and  Tipperary,  Bes.  874 
"Shadowing,"  1146,  1668 
Prisons 
Berry    Gaol — Catholic   Prisoners,  Ao., 

836,  1043, 1160 
Warders'  Uniforms,  836,  1143 
Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  6) 

Bill,  Bes.  999 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Dnties 

BiU,  Committee,  753,  808,  910,  1727 
Movable  Dwelliags  BiU,  2B.  580 
Parliament 

Boy  Messensers  in  the  Honse,  860 
Business  of  the  Hoose,  70 
Pier  and  Harbonr  Provisional  Order  (No. 

4)  BUI,  850  i  2B.  685, 689,  691 
Post  Office 

Employi^  Grievances  and  Meetings,  719, 
854,  1034,  1036,  1135,  1136,  1137,  1829, 
1870, 1789, 1790 
Post  Office— Mail  Contracts  (East  Coast  of 

Africa,  Zanzibar),  Bes.  946,  947 
Prison  Warders— Uniform,  1038,  1039 
Shop  (Weekly  Half-HoUday)  BUI,  2B.  439 
Snpply 

Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  Bepoit, 

268 
Pnblio  Edaoation,  209,  225 

Cooke,  Mr.  C.  W.  R.,  Newington,  W. 
Army — Militia  Musketry  Instraotors,  1477 
Directors'  LiabUiiy  BUI,  Consideration,  1271, 

1894 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dnties 

BiU,  Committee,  1402 

COBBBT,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Wicklow,  E. 

Ireland 

Greystones  Harbonr,  1782 
Open-Air  Preaching  at  Arklow,  1832 

Lnnaoy- Beport,  1628 


CoRBBTT,  Mr.  A.  C,  Glasgow,  Tradeston 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Duties 
BUI,  Committee,  768 

COEET,  Sir  J.  P.,  Armagh,  Mid 
Belfast  Corporation  BiU,  2B.  496 

Connty  Conneillors    (Qnalificatdon  of 

Women)  Bill 
I.  Order  for  2B.  read  and  deferred  June  9, 261 

Conntj  Courts  Act  (1888)  Amendment 
Bill 

e.  Ordered ;  Bead  1»«  June  17, 1244 

Conrt  of  Chancery  of  Lancaster  Bill 

I.  Bead  2*  and  Committed  to   Standing  Com- 
mittee for  BUls  Belating  to  Law,    Ac, 
June  6,  8 
Beport  and  Be-Committed  to  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  June  24,  1734 

CODETNEY,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H.  (Chairman  of 
Committee    of    Ways    and  Means, 
and    Deputy    Speaker),   ComuxUl, 
Sodtfitn 
Belfast  Corporation  Bill,  2B.  497 
Burnley  Beotory  BUI,  2R.  1769,  1770 
Directors'  LiabUity  Bill,  Consideration,  1249, 

1262,  1264, 1261, 1274, 1905 
Electoral  Disabilities  (Military,   Naval,  and 
Police)  BUI,  Order  for  Committee,  1870, 
1873 

{RvlingB  OB  Chairman  of  Committeet) 
Ednoation  Code  Grant,  Committee,  861 
Hares  Preaerva'ion  Bill,  CJommittee,   1912, 

1916,  1924,  1928 
Local  'Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  529,  646,  655,  563,  571, 
672,  573,  900,  936,  1066,  1103, 1104,  1107, 
1110,  1202,  1203,  1220,  1233,  1234,  1286, 
1236,  1406,  1411,  1415,  1417,  1423,  1431, 
1438,  1440,  1442,  1444,  1446,  1699,  1707, 
1714, 1717, 1718, 1719. 1720 
Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland)  Amendment  BiU, 

Committee,  1604 
Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Bating  Bill,  Committee, 

1447 
Supply— Metropolitan  Police,    1660,    1578, 

1674 
Trees  (Ireland)  Bill,  Committee,  139 
Western   Australia    Constitution  Bill,  Be- 
Committed  428 

OowPEE,  Earl 
Connty  Councillors  (QuaUfloation  of  Women) 

BUI,  3B.  268 
Local  Government  Act,  1743,  1752 

Cox,  Mr.  J.  R.,  Clare,  E. 
Ireland 

Light  Bailw.ny»,  1489 
Navigation  or  the  Biver  Fergus,  1332 
Police — Meetings  in  Ennis,  840 
"  Shadowing,"  1490 
Navy — Ships — Under-Manninir,  1122 
Plovers  and  Com  Growing,  782 
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Csiia,  Mr.  J.,  Netccastle-upon-Tyne 
CnnoiUB  Consolidation  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
Committee,  139 

CaiNBOBNE,  Viscotmt,  Lancashire,  N.E., 

Darwen 
Bnraley  Eeotory  BUI,  2B.  1768, 1769, 1770 
Local  Taxation  (Cndtoma  and  Excise)  Dntiea 

Bill,  Committee,  936 
Snpply — Pablio  Education,  178 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Beoovery  and  Bedemp- 

tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  86 

Cbanbbook,  Visconnt  (Lord  President  of 
the  Council) 
Central  London  Railway  Bill,  2B.  1809 
Charity  Commissioners  -  Christ's    Hospital, 

991 
Ednoation 

Pablic,  Cost  of,  1466,  1467 
Technical  Schools  Act,  1118 
Parliament — Attendance  of  Peers,  1613 

Oeawtobd,  Mr.  D.,  Lanark,  N.E. 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dutiea 
Bill,  Committee,  572,  1406 
Licensing  CInnses,  1660 
Proposed  Committee,  1156 
Parliament — Basiness  of  the  Hoose,  1167 

Cbxmeb,  Mr.  W.  R.,  SItoreditch,  Hagger- 

ston 
Central  London  Bailway  Bill,  Consideration, 

147 
Endowed   Schools  Aots   (Christ's  Hoapital, 

Webb's  Charity),  Bes.  812 
Glasgow  Tailoring  Trade,  165 
Metropolis — Processions,  155 
Post  Office— Countermen,  1633,  1797 
Western    Australia    Constitation   Bill,   Be- 

Committed,  430 

Cbillt,  Mr.  D.,  Mayo,  N. 
Ireland  —  Light  Bail  ways  —  Donegal    and 
Hayo,  1140 

Supply — Embassies  and   Missions    Abroad, 
Beport,  256 

Gross,  Viscount  (Secretary  of  State  for 
India) 
Indnetrial  Schools  Bill,  3B.  634,  635,  641 
Beformatory    Schools    Bill,    SB.   643,   646, 
648 

Cwrrency 

QffitCiaU  of  the  Mint,  Question,  Mr.  Atherley- 

Jones;  Answer,  The    Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer  June  10,  523 
Silver    C<yim,    Scarcity    of.    Question,     Mr. 

Hermon- Hodge;  Answer,  Tbe  Chancellor 

of    the  Exchequer  June  16, 1007 
flpurious    Coins,   Questions,   Mr.    Bonlnois, 

Mr.  Kelly ;  Answers,  The  Chancellorof  the 

Exchequer  June  12,  720  ;    Question,    Mr. 

Kelly;  Answer,    The  Chancellor    of    the 

Exchequer  June  13,  857 


OUBEIE,  Sir  D.,  Perthshire,  W. 
Africa — Cape  Colony — Sir  Heronles  Bobin- 
•on,  1876, 1478 

(hutody  of  CMldren  Bill 

I.  Bead  2*  and  committed   to   Standing  Com- 
mittee for  General  Bills  June  6,  2 
Beported  and  Be-Committed  to  Commi'tee 
of  the  whole  House  June  24, 1733 

Ctutoms  and  Inland  Bevemie 

Cuttoms 

American  Piracies  of  Britith  Copyright*, 
Question,  Mr.  Quilter;  Answer,  Tbe 
Secretary  to  tho  Treasoiy  June  20, 
1477 

AppointmenU,  Qnestiong,  Mr.  Jordan,  Mr. 
Sexton  ;  Answers,  llie  Secretaij  to 
the  Treasury  June  19,  1323 

BoTiding  and  Blending  Whisky,  Qaeation^ 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  Answers,  Tho  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Eiohequer  June  13,858; 
June  19, 1353 

British  and  Foreign  Spirits,  Uotion  fcr 
Select  Committee;  Debate  adjonmed 
June  28,  1729 

Clerks 
Question,  Mr.  P.    M'Donald;   Answer, 

The    Chancellor   of    the    Exoheqoer 

June  16,  1040 
London    and   Liverpool,  Question,    Mr. 

Boyden ;     Answer,    A    Lord    of  the 

Treasury  June  19,  1359 

Qrocerif  and  other  Qff  Licences,  Qa0stioas> 
Major  Basoh;  Answers,  The  Presideni 
of  the  Local  Goremment  Board  Jvne 
20,  1473 

Staiistical    Department,     Question,     Mr. 
Kelly ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  June  5,  68 
Inland  Revenue 

Incidence  of  Imperial  Taxation,  Question, 
Mr.  Sexton;  Answer,  The  Channelfcir 
of  the  Exchequer  June  23,  1668 

Income  Tax — Commercial  Travellers,  Ques- 
tion, M&  O'Hanlon ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Jtuw  10, 
617 

Inland  Revenue  Salaries,  Question,  Mr. 
Hayden;  Answer,  The  ChanceUor  of 
the  Exchequer  June  19, 1375 

Land  Taa  Commission — Banbury,  Qne» 
tion,  Mr.  B.  Bowlands;  Answer,  Tht 
Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer  June  6,  40 

Penny  Postage  Revenue,  Question,  Mr. 
Watt ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  Geneal 
June  5,  51 

Probate  Duty,  Qnestiuns,  Mr.  Caldwell, 
Dr.  Kenny ;  Answers,  The  ChanoeUor 
of  tbe  Excbeqaer  June  23,  1632 

Tied  Public  House*,  Questions,  Mr.  Sna- 
mers ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  th* 
Exchequer  Ju»«  6,  62 ;  June  12,  701 

Customa     Consolidation     Act    (167<> 

Amendment  Bill 
e.  Considered  in  Committee  and  Beported  Jmst* 
5,139 
Am  Amended  Considered  June  23,  1727 
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ihutoms  and  Inland  Bevenue  Bill 

I.  Bronght  from   the   Commons ;    Bead  1*  *  ; 
Standing  Orders  dispensed  with;    Bead 
2*  *i  Commir.ree    negatived  ;     Read    8*  * 
and  pnssed  June  5,  25 
Boyal  Aosent  June  9,  261 

■Oiraus 

Administration,  Qaestioa,  Mr.  8.  Leighton  ; 

Answer,  The   Under  Secretary   for   the 

Colonies  June  23,  1627 
Crime    in,    Question,     Mr.    E.    Bobertson ; 

Answer,  Tae  Under  Secretary  for    the 

Colonies  June  10,  514 

Dalton,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Donegal,  W. 
Ireland 
Eyiotions 
Falcarragh,  1013 
Olpbert  Estate,  1042,  1850 

Law  and  Justice 
Olphert   Dispute— Case    of    H'Glnley 
and  Conaghan,  1704 
Light  Bailways,  706,  1010, 1487 

Dablino,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Deptford 

Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Oonsidoration,  1278 
Hyde  Park  Demonstration,  516 
Loisal  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill — Licensing  Clauses,  1660 

Daslino,  Mr.  M.  T.  Stoemonth  (Solicitor 
General   for  Scotland),  Edinburgh 
and  St.  Andrew's  Univeraitiea 
Local  Taxation  (Onstoms  and  Excise)  Dniiea 

BiU,  Committee,  1427, 1432,  1692,  1698 
Scotch  University  Chairs,  1826 

Datkt,  Sir  H.,  Stockton 

Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  607, 
610,  614,  617,  620,  627,  1261, 1269, 1271, 
1276 

DiAWMAT,  Colonel  Hon.  L.  P.,  York,  N.R^ 
Thirsk 
Hares    Preserration  Bill,  Committee,  1909, 
1914,  1915,  1927, 1928, 1929 

OB  COBAIN,  Mr.  E.  S.  W.,  Belfast,  E. 
Ireland— Open-Air   Preaching    in   ArUow, 

1332 
Strikes  BiU,  836 

Dfeds  of  Arrangement  Bill 

I.  Bead  1«*  Jvme  6,  26 

Bead  2*  and  committed  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  Bills  relating  to  Law,  Ao.  June 
24,  1734 

DiNXAN,  Lord 

Contagious  Disease*  (Animals)  (Pleuro- 
pneumonia) Bill,  2B.  669 

Duration  of  Speeches  in  the  House  of  Lords 
BiU,  2B.  676,  676 


ra  BAussr,  Lord 

Sweating  System,  Bes.  470 

Debbt,  Earl  of 

Central  London  Baitway  BUI,  2a.  1309 
County  Coonoillora  (Qaalifloation  of  Women) 

Bill,  2R.  278 
Sweating  System,  Res.  308, 311 

DeTolntion  of  Estates  d\ll 
c.  Order  for  2B.  read,  and  discharged;    Bill 
withdrawn  June  20,  1604 

Di  W0EM8,  Right  Hon.  Baron  H.  (Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies), 
Liverpool,  East  Toxteth 
Africa  (South) 

British  Indian  Subject",  150 
High  Commissioner,  1006 
South  Africa  Company,  1627 
Soath  Africa  Chartered  Company,  162 
Swaziland,  Settlement,  1626 
Zululand — Com  Crop,  510 
Africa  (West  Coast) 

Sierra  Leone — Mr.  C.  Crawford,  330 
Australia 
,      New  South  Wales,  Government  of,  1631 
Telegraphic  Communications,  841 
British  Gniana,  849 
Chinese   Gambling  Houses  in  Hong  Kong, 

1484 
Colonies— Bights  of  British  Subjects,  62 

Cyprus 

Administration,  1627 

Crime,  610 
Heligoland — Imports,  157 
Port  Louis — Coaling  Station,  841 
Straite  Settlements,  723,  1376 
West  Indies 

Bahamas — Merchandise  Marks  Act,  70S 

Great  Turk  and  Caicos  Islands,  1666 
Western  Australia    Constitution    Bill,    66  ; 

Be-Oommitted,   430,  432 

DnxON,  Mr.  J.,  Mayo,  E. 
Belfast  Corporation  BUI,  2B.  409 
Ireland 

Coroner  for  North  Tyrone,  68 
Literature  for  Workhouses,  1009 
PoUoe 
Actions  Against,  Payment  of,  1341 
Cashel,  Tipperary,  and  New  Tipperary, 
712,  734,  836,  1021 ;   Bes.  351,  867, 
370,  371,  872,  373,  874,  378,  383,  411 
Portnmna,  834,  1776 
"Shadowing,"    729,    834,    1024,  1027, 
1028,  108O,  1842,  1774 

Parliament 
Business  of  the  House,  786, 1168,  1662 
New  Standing  Order,  1676 ;    Select  Com- 
mittee, Bes.  1678, 1687 

Police  Pay  and  Superannuation,  1782 

Prohibition    of    Public    Meeting    (North- 
ampton), Bes.  1819 

Supply — Embassies   and  Mission*  Abroat^, 
246,260 
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DiLLWTM,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Stvanaea,  Tovm 
Fier     and     Harboar     Frovisional     Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill,  2B.  691 

Directors'  Liability  Bill 
e.  Order  for  Consideration  read  and  deferred 
/un«9,  436 
Considered  and  Debate  Adjourned  June  11, 

607 ;  Jwie  18,  1245 
As  Amended   further  Considered  Jwne  26, 
1881 

DaON-HABTLAND,  Mr.  F.  D.,   Middlesex, 
Usabridge 
Electric  Lighting  in  London,  337 
Endowed  Schools  Acta  (Christ's  Hospital, 

(Webb's  Charity),  Bes.  819 
Industrial  Schools  Bill,  1044 

Drainage   and  Improvement  of  Land 
(Ireland)  Bill 

c.  Ordered  ;  Bead  1°  •  June  6,  260 

Drainage  and    Improvement    of  Land 
(IrelawT)  BUI 
Question,    Mr.    M.    Healy;    Answer,    The 
Chief  Secretary  June  19,  1352  « 

Durr,  Mr.  R.  W.,  Banffshire 
Local  Taxation  (Gastomsand  Excise)  Doties 
BiU,  Committee,  1428, 1424, 1701 

Ddnraven,  Earl  of 

Sweating  System,  Bes.  283, 311, 469, 478, 479 

Duration  of  Speeches  in  the  House  of 
Lords  Bill 

I.  Order  for  2B.  read  and  deferred  Jvme  12, 
675 

Dim,    Bight  Hon.    Sir  W.  H.  (Vice 
President    of    the    Gommittee     of 

Gotincil  on  Edncation),  Kent,  Dart- 

ford 
Edncation 

Blind  and  Deaf,  701 

Edncation  Code,  516,  722,  1003 

Grants,  1485,  1782 

Science  and  Art  Department,  1135 
Edncation  Code  (1890)  BiU,  2B.  226 
Edncation  Code  (1890)   Grant,   862;   Bes. 

1694 
Endowed   Schools  Acts  (Christ's   Hospital, 

Webb's  Charity),  Bes.  815 
Supply— Public  Edncation,  220,   222,  228, 

226;  226 

Eeclesiculical   Com-missioners 

Church  Property  and  Revenues,  Question, 
Mr.  ChaDuing;  Answer,  The  Home  Se- 
cretary June  9,  834 

Education  Depaetment 

Blind  and  Deaf— Bills,  Question,  Mr.  Mun- 
della ;  Answer,  The  Vice  President  June 
12,  701 

[con*. 


Sdaeaticm  Department— oont. 
Charity  Commistioners 

Chriat'e  Hospital,  Question,  Obserrations, 
Yiscount  Gralway,  The  Lord  President 
of  the  Council  /una  16,  991 
Webb's  Charity,  Bes.  June  12,  808 

Education  Code,  Question,  Sir  B.   Temple; 

Answer,    The    Vice   President   June   10, 

616;    Qnestion,     Mr.     Sydney    Buxton; 

Answer,  The  Vice  President  June  12,722; 

Qnestion,    Mr.    Hondella;    Answer,  The 

Vice  President  June  16,  1002 
Qrants,  Question,  Mr.   Mnndella;    Answer, 

The    Vice    President     June    20,     1484; 

Question,  Mr.  A.   Thomas  ;  Answer,  The 

Vice  President  June  24.  1781 
Public  Education,  Cost  of — Debate  [Lords] 

on  Motion  for  Betnm,    Betum    ordered 

June  20, 1449 
Science  and  Art  Department,  Questions,  Hr. 

J.  Wilson,  Mr.  Sydney  Bnxton,  Dr.  Kenny  ; 

Answers,  The    Vice  President  June  17, 

1136 
Technical    Schools    Act,     1889,     QuestioD, 

Observations,    Lord    Norton,    The    Lord 

President  of  the  Council  June  17,  ill8 

Education  Code  (1890)  Bill 

c.  Bead  2°  June  6,  226 

Education  Code  (1890)  [Gramil 
e.  Instruction  to  Committee  June  11,  681 
Considered  in  Committee  June  13,  860 
Besolntion  Beported  June  20,  1692 

Education  Department  {New  Code) 
Betum  ordered  and    presented    June   18r 
1291 

Education    of   Blind   and   Deaf-Knto 

C!hildren  Bill 
I.  Bead  3'*  and  passed  June  19, 1321 

Education  of  Blind  and  Deaf  Mute  Cliil> 
dren  (Scotland)  Bill 

I.  Bead  2*  and  Committed  to  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  June  12,  670 
Considered  in  Committee  June  16,  992 
Beported  ;  Bead  3'  and  passed  June  17,  1121 

Egypt 

Cairo  Opera  House,  Question,  Sir  6.  Camp- 
bell; Answer,  The  Cnder  Seoretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  June  5,  51 

Egyptian  Debt,  Questions,  Mr.  W.  Isaacson; 
Answers,  The  Under  Seoretary  for  Forngn 
Affairs  June  17,  1126  ;  June  24,  1792 

Turkey  and  Egypt,  Question,  Mr.  Bryoe ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Seoretary  for  Foragn 
Affairs  June  13,  843 

Elections     (Scotland)     (Corrupt    and 

Illegal  Practices)  Bill 
c  Beported  from  Standing  Committee  on  Law, 
&o.  June  9.  350 
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Electoral    Disabilities    (Naval,   Kill- 

tary,  and  Police)  Bill 
c.  Order  far  CommUtee    read,  and  deferred 

June  17,  1243 
Older    for    Committee    read,  and  Motion 

for  Instmotion;  Debate  adjourned  June 

24,1863 

EUctrie  Lighting  (see  Board  of  Trade) 

Blectric   Idghting    Acts    Amendment 
(Scotland)  Bill 

e.  Bead  2'*  Jwne  5,  140 

Considered    in    Committee    June  6,    268; 

Jwne  9,  436;  June  10,  579— b.p. 
Oonsidered  and  Reported  June  19,  1446 
Bead  3°  •  and  passed  June  20,  1603 
I.  Bead  1>  •  June  23,  1605 

Bead  2*  and  Cnmmitted  to  Committee  of 
the  whole  Honse  Jv/ne  24,  1735 

Eluot,  Hon.  A.  R.  D.,  Rcxdmrgh 

Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Sxoise)  Dnties 
BUI,  Committee,  1436 

EliJs,   Mr.    J.,    Leicestershire,  Botworth 
Honsing  of  the  Working  Classes  Aots  (Con- 
solidation) BUI,  2B.  1859 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dnties 
BUI,  Committee,  1102,  1232 

Biiis,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Nottingham,  Bushcliffe 
India — Cantonments  Act,  320 
Ireland — Coroners'  Jories  and   Police    Be- 

tnms,  1358 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Datiee 

Bill,  Committee,  563 
Parliament — Business  of   (he  Hoose,  160, 

339,  726, 1166 
Bailways  Begnlation  Act,  334 
Sopply — Embassies   and  HiaaionB  Abroad, 

Beport,  260 

Bllis,  Mr.  T.  E.,  Merionethshire 
Denbighshire  Charities,  704 
Wales — Harboors  of  Refuge  on  the  Coast, 
711 

EiiPHiNSTONE,  Lord 

Navy — Admiral  Colomb's  Invention — Flash* 
ing  Signals,  1449 

£taiffration 

Emigrant  Ships,  Leprogy  in,  Qnestions,  Dr. 
Tanner ;  Answers,  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  June  5,  65 ;  June  12,  695 

Indigent  Emigrants  to  America,  Postponed 
Qnestion  June  16, 1004 

Ehlt,  Lord 

Cnstody  of  Chfldren  BUI,  2B.  6 

Undowed  Gharitiea  (Oxfordshire) 
Betnm  ordered  Jane  27, 1173 


Endowed  Scliools  Acts  (Christ's  Hoapitaiy 
WtbVs  CliarUy) 
Motion  June  12,  808j 

Ebne,  Earl  of 

B^istration  of  Voters  (Borough  of  Belfast) 
BUI,  2R.  676 

EsMONDE,  Sir  T.  G.,  Dublin  Co.,  S. 
Anglo-OermEm  Agreement,  1482 
Ireland 

Post  O&oe—Employis'  Union,  1498 

Potato  Blight,  1498 
Navy— Ships— "Bjerio,"  1479,  1785 
Newfoundland  Fisheries,  156 
Samoa  Treaty,  1483,  1785 

EssMMONT,  Mr.  P.,  Aberdeenshire,  E. 
Hares  Preservation  Bill,  Committee,  1908, 

1927 
Infectious  Diseases  Prevention   Bill,   Com- 
mittee, 582,  584, 585,  589,  597,  603 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Duties 
BiU,  Committee,  1064, 1431,  1432,  1715, 
1716 
Licensing  Clauses,  1662 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Honse,  1371 
Salaried  Shop  Assistants'  Half-Holiday  BiU, 

2B.  439 
Scotland  —  Education  —  Lady      Burnett's- 
School,  1014 

Evans,  Mr.  S.  T.,  Glamorgan,  Mid 

Local  Taxation  (Castoma  and  Excise)  Dntie» 

BUI,  Committee,  1104 
Morfa  Colliery  Disaster,  1359 
Parliament — Business  of  the   House,   Bes. 

1184 

EiBE,  Colonel  H.,   Lincolnshire,   Gains 
borough 
Supply — Public  Education,  175 

Factors  (Scotland)  Bill 

I.  BiU  withdrawn  June  9,  261 

Factors  (Scotland)  (No.  2)  Bill 

I.  Presented ;  Bead  l'»  June  10,  441 

Bead  2'  *  and  Committed  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  BiUs  Belating  to  Law,  Ac.  June 
17, 1121 
Beported  and  Re-Committed  to  Committee 
of  the  whole  Honse  June  24,  1734 

Factory    Acts  (aee    Labour,   Trade,  and 
Commerce) 

Faeqtjhaeson,  Dr.  R.,  Aberdeenshire,  W. 
Infectious  Diseases    Prevention  BiU,  Com- 
mittee, 684,  596,  598 

Faequhabson,  Mr.  H.  R.,  Dorset,  W. 
Tithes  Receivership,  63 
Tithe  Bent-Charge   Recovery  and  Bedemp> 
tion  BiU,  Order  for  Committee,  90 
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Fbeguson,  Mr.  E.  C.  Munro,  Leith,  tkc. 
An(;lo-Qermaii  Agreement,  1867 
Looal  Taxation  (CoBtoms  and  Excise)  Dntiea 

Bill,  Committee,  900 
Sootland— Sea  Pisheries,  711 

WeBtern   Anetralia    Constitution  Bill,  Ee- 
Oommitted,  431 

FraonssoN,  Eight  Hon.   Sir  J.  (Under 
Secretary    of    State    for    Foreign 
Affaire),  Manchester,  N.E. 
Africa 

ABglo-German    Agreement,    1292,   1867 
1»66, 1367,  1368, 1370, 1480,  1481, 14821 

spheres  of  Inflaenoe,  722 
Africa  (Central) 

Zambesi,  846, 1006 
Africa  (East  Coast) 

East  AfnVa  Comoany,  61 

Germans  in,  53,  1244 

Ptwt  Office — Mail  Contracts,  Res.  946 

Shirfi— Charges      Against     an      EngliBli 
Consul,  1486 

Zanzibar,  Independence  of,  1681 
Africa  (South  East) 

Delagoa  Bay  Railway,  716 
Africa  (South  Coast) 

Cape  Colony— Sir  H.  Robinson,  1876, 1479 

German  Expedition,  385 

Africa  (West  Coast) 

Slavery  on  the  Congo,  346 
America 

British  Exports,  833 
Cattle,  1473 
United  States 

English  Hops,  1630 
Tariff  Bill,  1474,  1475 

Armenia— Ontrages,  159,  160 
Borneo — Rajah  Bmoke,  1124 
Brussels  Conference,  161 
Egypt 

Cairo  Opera  House,  61 

Egyptian  Debt,  1126,  1792 

Turkey  and  Egypt,  844 
France 

British  Subjects,  168 

Wine  from  Raisins,  332 

Germany  —  Importation     of     Journeymen 

Tailors  into  Glasgow,  156 
International   Telegraphic  Conference,  842 
Italy— Englishman  Shot  by  a  Sentry,  710 
Malta— Marriages,  1042,  1140 
Morocco — Treatment  of  Prisoners,  1186 
Newfoundland 

Fisheries,  68,  156, 1042, 1667, 1778 

Negotiations  with  France,  616 
Boumania — Murder  of  a  Marine,  611 
Russia — Transoaspian  Provinces,  849 
Samoa  Treaty,  1488,  1786 
;Supply 

Embassies  and  Missions   Abroad,  Benort. 
288,  284,  238,  240,  241,  242,  246,  249 

[conf. 


Fbbodsson,  Right  Hon.  Sir  3.—co»t. 
Turkey 
Macedonia  —  Massscre     of      ChriatiaB 

Refugees,  720,  1325 
Relations  with  Egypt,  844 
Smyrna  Hospital  Dues,  712 

Febld,  Admiral  E.,  Smsex,  Eaatbowme 
Port  Louis— Coaling  Station,  841 

FiifUCAHE,  Mr.  J.,  Limerick,  E. 
Ireland— Mr.  Weldon,  J.P.,  1492 

Fisheries  (see  Board  of  Trade) 

Fishery  Board  (Scotlaad)  Bill 

I.  Presented;  Bead  1* • /una  16,  949 

FitzGeeald,  Mr.  E.  U.  P.,  Cambridge 
Ireland — Capitation  Allowance,  341 

FrrzWiGiUM,  General  Sir  P.  W.,  Hants, 
Fareham 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Recovery   and  Redemp- 
tion Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  111 

FtTKN,  Mr.  J.  C,  Cork,  N. 

Belfast    Corporation    Bill,     Instmctian    to 

Committer,  509 
British  and  Foreign  Spirits,  Res.  1781 
Heligoland,  Cession  of,  1366 
Ireland 
Boycotting 

Prosecutions  at   Fermo> — District   la- 
spector  Ball.  Mr.  T.  Barry,  4c,  7S0, 
1018, 1034^  1149, 1346, 1493 
Crime  Mid  Outrages 
Asaaults  at  Mill  Street,  620 
Murphy,  John,  Case  of,  730,  1041 
Gardner,  Mr.,  B.M.,  66 
Lunacy — District  Asylum,  1085 
Police 
Casbel  and  Tipperary,  1143 
Constable  Leahy,  61 
Sergeant  Hyde,  1499 
"Shadowing,"  1342,  1640 
Newfoundland  Fisheriea,  1042 

Foley,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Galuxxy,  Connemara 
Ireland 
Post    Office—  Galway    AooommodatiMi, 

Public  Works,  1019 

FoBBiON  AiFims— Secretary  of  Stata  (see 
Sausbust,  Marqaess  of) 

FOEBION  AwUES— Under  Secretary  of 
State  (see  Febqussov,  Biirht  Hon. 
Sir  J.) 


Foreign    Jurisdiction    (Consolidation) 

L  Presented ;  Bead  l'»  Jum  10,  441 
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Foreign  Juri»dieti»n  {ConaolidatUm)  Bill^^tmt. 
Bead  2*  and  Committed  to  Standing  Conv> 

mittee  for  Bills  Belating  to  Law  June    -d, 

1320 
Beported  nnd  Be<Committed  to  Committee 

of  the  whole  Honse  June  24,  1733    . 

FoBSTEB,  Sir  C,  WaisaU 

Parliament — ^Fablio  Petitions — Typewritten, 
1322 

FOBTSSC0B,  Earl 

Central  London  Bailway  Bill,  2B.  1310 
Edocition,  Pablio,  Cogi  of,  1460, 1467 

Foster,  Sir  B.  W.,  Derby,  Ilkeston 

Honsing    of    the    Worlrin^;    Classes    Acts 

Amendment  Bill,  2B.  1826 
iloosing  of  the  Workinf;  Classes  Acts  (Con- 
solidation) Bill,  2R.  1859 
Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Bill,  Com- 
mittee, 584,  537,  598,  606 

FowLEE,  Bight    Hon.   H.   H.,    Wolver- 
hampton, E. 
Directors'    Liability    Bill,  Order   for   Con- 
sideration, 436 
Ireland 
Police 
Condnct  of,  ia  Casbel  and   Tipperary, 

Res.  418,  4:iU 
"  Shadowing,"  1026 

Itio^nsing — Csse  of  "  Sharpe  v.  Wakefield," 

1364 
Ciocal  Taxation  Acoonnts,  71 
Ciocal  Taxation  (Castoms  and  Excise)  Dnties 

Bill,  Committee,  580,  640,  541,  795,  799, 

800, 1084, 1238, 1711. 1712 
Parliament 

Business  of  the  Honse,  736, 1173 

New   Standing  Order,  Select  Committee, 
Ees.  1679 
Police  Pay  and  Sapetannnatioo,  1783 
fiapply— Metropolitan  Police,  1538,   1541, 

1543 
Tithe  Bent-Cbarge  Beoorery  and  Bedemption 

BUI,  Order  for  2B.  115 

T'owLKE,  Sir  R.  N".,  Lonchn 

Direotora'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  611, 

1248,  1257,  1263,  1285, 1899 
Western  Anstralia    Constitution  Bill,  Be- 

Committed,  431 

France 

Britieh  Subjects,  Question,  Mr.  P.  Stanhope ; 
^         Answer,    The     Under      Secretary     few 

Foreign  Affairs  June  6,  157 
Inttmatu^U  Telegraphic   Conference,  Qnes- 

tiOD,  M4  Sexton ;  Answer,  The    Under 

Secretary,  for  Foreign  Affairs  June    18, 

842 
Jfetefoundland  Fithery  Rights,  ^c,  (see  Tfaw- 

/oitndland) 

ffiine  fnA  Raisint,  Question,  Mr.  Childers ; 
Answe^  The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs' June  9,  832 
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Zanzibar — Declaration  0/1862,  Question,  Dr 
Cameron ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
for  Koreign  Affairs  June  23, 1631 

Fbaser-Mackintosh,  Mr.  C,    Invemeit- 
shire 
Scotland 

Isle  of  Skye,  325 

Medical  Officers  of  Health,  326 

Friendly  Societies 
Question,  Mr.  Howell ;  Answer,  A  Lord  ot 
the  Treasury  June  19,  1331 

Frt,  Mr.  T.,  Darlinjton 
Licensed  Yictnallers'  Deputation  and  Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith,  1805 

Gal  WAT,  Viscount 
Charity  Commissioners — Christ's  Hospital, 
991 

Gardner,  Mr.  H.,  Essex,  Saffron  Walden 
Licensing — Proposed  Committee,  1166 
Parliament— Business  of  the  Honse,  1166 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Beoorery  andBedemption 
Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  83 

Gedoe,  Mr.  S.,  Stockport 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  616, 

620,  628,  1889, 1896 
Eodowed    Schools  Acts  (Christ's  Hospital, 

Webb's  Charity),  Ees.  820 
Ijocal  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 

Bill,  Committee,  928 
Supply — Embassies  and  Missions    Abroad, 

Beport,  258 

QerMANT 
Anglo-Oerman  Agreement,  Question,  Sir  6. 
Campbell ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  June  6,  166  ;  Questions, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Pease,  Mr.  E.  W.  Beckett; 
Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  June  12,  722 ;  Questions,  Mr. 
Howard  Vincent,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy; 
Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  June  17, 1244 ;  Questions, 
Dr.  'Tanner,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Dr.  Cameron; . 
Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affa'rs  June  18, 1292 ;  Question,  Obserra- 
tinns,  Earl  of  Bosebery,  The  Marqness  of 
Salisbury  June  19,  1310 ;  Qnestion,  Mr. 
Flynn  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  June  19,  1356 ;  Questions, 
Mr.  S.  Leighton,  Mr.  W.  F.  Lawrence,  Mr. 
M.  Fergoson,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr. 
O' Kelly,  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Channing,  Mr. 
Labouchere,  Mr.  81700,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Con- 
nor, Mr.  B.  T.  Beid,  Mr.  Heneage ;  An- 
swers, The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  The  Firat  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
June  19, 1366 ;  Questions,  Mr.  Lawrence, 
Mr.  O' Kelly,  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Biyoe,  Sw 
T.  Esmonde,  Mr.  W.  Bedmond;  Anawera, 
The     Under    Secretary     for      Foieiga 
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Aflain,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
gniy  June  20,  ItSO;  Qaestiuna,  Lord 
H.  Bmce,  Mr.  W.  Bedinond,  Mr.  F. 
B.  SteveDSon,  Mr.  Churning;  Aniwers, 
The  Fint  Lord  of  the  Treanrj,  The 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  June 
23,  1666;  Question,  Colonel  Nolan;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
June  24,  1778 ;  Qnestion,  Mr.  Isaaoacm ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treamry 
June  24,  179C  ;  Qaestionr,  Mr.  Bnmmers, 
Mr.  ChanniDg,  Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy ;  Answers,  The  ^int  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  June  24,  1796;  Qnestion, 
Mr.  Jennings ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  June  24, 1798 

.  Importation  of  Jow-neym*n  Tailors  to  OUu- 
tjow,  QaestioDS,  Mr.  Cremer;  Answers 
The  Home  Secretary,  The  Under  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  Jane  6,  1S5 

Gibraltar 

.Ifetc  Dock,  Question,  Sir  J.  Swinbame ;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasory 
June  23,  1628 

GlLHOOLT,  Mr.  J.,  Cork,  W. 

Ireland— Light  Bailways,  1480, 1776 

GoL,  Mr.  T.  P.,  Louth,  S. 
Ireland 
Police 
Cashel  and  Tipperary,  1142 ;  Bes.  412, 

428 
"  Shadowing,"  1027,  1028,  1041,  1147 

Gladstone,  Right  Hon.  W.  E.,  Edinburgh, 
Mid  Lothian 
Channel  Tnnnel  (Experimental  Works)  Bill, 

2R.  40,  46,  46 
Heligoland,  Cession  of,  1797 
Ireland 
Police 
Condnot  of,  in  Cashel  and  Tipperary, 

Bes.  380,  381,  382,  383,  386 
"Shadowing,"  1029 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Dnties 
Bill,  Committee,  877, 882,  885,889,  890, 
891.  894,  1051,  1059, 1061 
Licensing  Clauses,  1668, 1800 
Parliament 
Business  of  the  House,  726,  1163,  1164, 

1169, 1170, 1172 
New  StandiDg  Order,  Bes.  1665, 1667 
Parohase  of  Land  and  Congested  Districts 
(Ireland)  Bill — Mr.  Speaker  and  Instmo- 
tions,  848,  849,  850 

GOLDSHID,  Sir  J.,  St.  Pancras,  S. 

,    Central  London  Bailway  Bill,  Consideration, 

146 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  611, 

617,  618, 619,  628 
Supply— Metropolitan  Police,  1549, 1^ 


jGoBSr,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  J.  E.  (Under  Secre- 
'^      tary  of  State  for  India),  Chatham 
^ndia 
^Anglo-Indian  Newspapers,  700 
«Dgal  Medical  Service,  823 
ntonments  Act,  320 
;  India  (Civil  Servants),  Select  Cob- 
ifitee,  Bes.  1728 
;  Depstftment,  821 
rnment.  Home  Acoonnts  of,  818 

-Alleged  Rioting,  61 
air.  Papers  Belating  to,  321 

-Salt  Tax,  1623 
tfffioe  Appointments,  61,  320 
-Police  Administration,  700 
BailwaWs  1124 
Warlike  Stores,  60 
Indian  CoVncils  Bill,  2B.  433 
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GoscHEN,  RJight  Hon.  G.  J.  (Chancellor 
of   the!  Exchequer),    St.    Georg^$y 
Hanover  Square 
Civil  Establishments — Appointments,  1127 
Civil  Service 
Clerks 

Higher  Division,  709, 1629 
Lower  Division,  68 
Departmental  Beg^nlations,  1486 

Currency 

Small  Silver  Coins,  Soarcity  of,  1007 

Spurious  Jubilee  Shillings,  720,  858 
Customs — Bonding  and  Blending    Whisky, 

868,  1863 
Eastern  Telegraph  Companies,  324 
Hereditary  Pensions,  1154 
Inland  Bevenue 

Imperial  Taxation,  1663 

Income  Tax — Commercial  TraveUera,  517 

Land  Tax  Commissioners — Banbury,  49 

Probate  Duty,  Ac.,  1682 

Salaries,  1376 

"Tied"  PubUo  Houses,  62,  701 
Ireland 

Income  Tax  Betnms,  341,  1008 

Licences — Csse    of  Mr.  James  Blayney, 
1642 

Taxation  Incidences,  708 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  648.  674,  576.577,  578, 
889,  890,  891,  894,  946, 1064, 12S6, 1446, 
1697,  1725 

County  Councils,  1484 

New  Amendment,  1801, 1804 
Mint  Officials,  524 
Parliament — Bn^ess    of    the    Hoose,    6% 

71,  161,  1932 
Scotch  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  326 
Supply — Smbsssies  and  Missions    Abroad, 

Beport,  251 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Becovery  and  Bedenih 

tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  138 

GOUBLET,  Mr.  E.  T.,  Sunderland 
Navy 
Naval  and  Military  ManoesTrea  at  Bowv 

887 
Ships—"  BarftoOT,"  838 
Newfoundland- Negotiations  with    FraiM 
614 
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Suh-Contracta,  QaestionR,  Mr.  Hanbnry,  Mr. 
C.  Graham  j  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  June  12,  727 
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Gbahav,  Mr.  B. 
Army 

Officers—"  Mitchell 
1163,  1354 

Petitions  of  Bight,  68 
Customs— Clerks,  1040 
Government  Contracts,  728 
Hyde  Park  Demonstration,  616 
Labour — Compositors     of    the    "  ScottUh 

Leader,"  1479, 1480 
Metropolitan  Police 

Chief  Commissioner,  847,  1604 

Grievances  and  Meetings,  1362 
Parliament — Workmen  in  the  Honsas,  1351 
Poor  Law— Case  of  Charles  Jackson,  1483 

Post  Office 

Employis'    Meetings— Trade  Union,  *o., 

324,  325, 336, 718, 853, 1036, 1138,  1139, 

1363  , 

Postal  Blocks,  1363 

Snpply 

Mettopolitan  Police,  1531, 1566, 1587 

Public  Kducation,  185,  187 
Trafalgar  Square— Meetings,  1476 

Gbantilie,  Earl 

Census  of  1891,  Res.  958 

County  Councillors  (Qualification  of  Women) 

Bill,  SB.  280 
Parliament— Attendance  of  Peers,  1617 

Gkat,  Mr.  C.  W.,  Ussex,  Maldon 

Tithe   Bent-Charge  Recovery  and   Redemp- 
tion Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  87,  97 

Geet,  Sir  E.,  I>  orthumherland,  Berwick 
Central  London  Railway  Bill,  Consideration, 
147 

Gboteian,  Mr.  P.  B.,  Hull,  E. 

Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  623, 

1261,  1266 
HonK   KoDg— Chinese    Gambling     Houses, 

1483 

GnBDON,  Mr.  B.  T.,  Norfolk,  Mid. 
Hares  Preservation  Bill,  Committee,  1923 

Haldane,  Mr.  B.  B.,  Haddington 

Directors'      Liability   Bill,    Consideration, 
61S 

Hambobt,  Lord  (Lord  Ohancellor) 
Children's  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2B.  986 
Consolidation  of  Statutes,  1621 
Court  of  Chancery  of  liancaster  Bill,  2R, 

8 
Custody  of  Children  Bill,  2B.  2,  8 
Duration  of  Speeches  in  the  House  of  Lords 
Bill,  2E.  675 

\cont. 
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345. 

Halsburt  Lord.— cont.  '- 

Foreign    Jurisdiction  (Consolidation)'  Bill, 

2B.  1320 
Offences  Committed  Abroad,  2B.  9,  12 
Protection  of  Children  Bill,  2B.  23 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2B.  1816 
Sweating  System,  Res.  484 


C,  Lanark,  N.  W. 

V.  Begina,"  724,  862, 


Hamilton,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  G.  J.  (First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty),  MiddUstx, 
Ealing 

Navy 
Charts  and  Sttrve}s 
Albany  Passage,  611 
Case  of  PatrioK  Lamb,  1008 
Heligoland,  1778 
Zambesi  Biver,  529 
Contracts 
Condemned  Meat,  55,  1322 
Marriau  &  Company,  153 

Docks 

Gibraltar,  1628 
Foreign  Men-of.War  and  British  Fortified 

Ports,  1778 
Greenwich  Hospital  Accounts,  1134 
Haucenvres  at  Dover,  837 

Officers 

Engineer  Officers,  324,  1823 
Engineer  Students,  1478,  1781 
Knights  of  Windsor,  66 
Uniform,  1485 

Ordnance 

Flashing    Signals  —  Admiral   Ctolomb'a 
Invention,  1126 

New  Magazine  Rifles,  851 
Boyal  Naval  Beserve,  1122 
Ships 

"Barham,"  838 

"  Egeria,"  1479,  1783 

"  Nesta,"  1015 

Undermanoing,  1122 

Stokers,  1373 

Hanbuet,  Mr.  B.  W.,  Preston 

Africa 

High  Commissioner,  1006 

South  Africa  Chartered  Company,  162 

Sphere  of  British  Inflnenoe,  1006 

Army 
Contracts 

Bayonets,  1129  ■     • 

Inspectors,  518 
Ross,  Messrs.,  1778 
Directors'  L'ability  Bill,  Consideration,  1261, 

1252,1263 
Government  CoEttaots,  727        >  , 

Hereditary  Pensions,  1154 

Contracts— Marrian  &  Company,  168 
Foreign  Men-of-War  and  British  Port?, 

1778 
New  Magazine  Rifles,  861 ' 
Stokers,  1372 
Parliament— Business  of  the  Hocsf,  Res. 
1183 
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Habcoukt,  Right  Hon.   Sir  W.  Q.  V., 

Deriy 
Buialej  Beotory  Bill,  2B.  1770, 1771 ;  Com- 
mittee, Bea.  1772 
Directors'     Idsbility   Bill,    Considention, 

1892, 1894, 1902, 1905, 1906 
Bdaoation  Code  Orsnt,  Committee,  861 
Harea  Preeerration  Bill,  Committee,  1910, 

1912, 1918, 1914,  1916,  1916,  1917,  1920, 

ll»22,  1925, 1926, 1928 
Honaio^    of    t^e    Workiofc    OlaMOS  Acts 

Ameodment  Bill,  2B.  1828 
Ireland — Police — Tipperary  Affray,  784 
Looal  Taxation  (Ongtoms  and  Excise)  Daties 
Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  435;  Com- 
mittee, 656, 558,  660,  672, 891,  932,  936, 
990,  942,  944,  1050,  1088,  1089,  1103, 
1223,  1433, 1718 

Licensing  Clansea,  1154,  1166, 1661 

New  Amendment,  1801,  1804 
Uetropolitan  Police,  1133,  1663 

Besignation  of  Mr.  Monro,  845, 1047 
Parliament — Bosiness    of   the  Honse,    70, 

738,  1049,  1166,  1377,  1931 ;  Bes.  1190, 

1192 
Police  Superanniiation  Bill,  1783 
Prohibition    of    Pablio  Meeting  at  North- 
ampton, Kea.  1816 
Supply— Metropolitan  Police,   1510,    1523, 

1529,  1630.  1682 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Beoovery  and  Bedemp- 

tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  126,  131 

Habdinoe,  Yiaconnt 
Metropolis — Ilankey  Mansions.  1119 

Hares  Fresenration  Bill  [Lordi] 

c.  Considered   in    Committee  — B  P.    June   11, 
632;  J«»«  26,  1908 

Habland,  Sir  E.  J.,  Belfast  iV. 
Belfast  Corporation  Bill,  2B.  491, 492,  493 

.Habbimotok,  Mr.  E.,  Kerry,  IF. 
.Ireland 
Police 
</aahel  and  Tipperary,  1389 
Pioaeontions— Mr.  T.  Barry,  1347 
"Shadowing"— Canon  KeUer,  1776 
Poor    Law  —  Stranorlar    Union  —  Poor 
BemoTal,  1360 
Metropolitan  Police,  1133 
Porohase  of  Land  and  Congested  Districts 

(Ireland)  BiU,  621 
Supply — Embassies   and  Missions  Abroad, 
Beport,  266,  257 

Habbinqtok,  Mr.  T.  C,  Xhtblin,  Harbour 
Belfast  Corporation  Bill,  2B.  501 
Ireland 
Police,  Conduct  of,    in  Caahel  and  Tip- 
perary, Bea.  406,  415 
Foat  Office,  Dublin— Vacanoiea,  610 

Habbison,  Mr.  H.,  Tipperary,  Mid. 
Ireland 
Derry  Gaol,  1043, 1655 
Kdncation  Inspectors,  1499 


Habbowby,  Earl  of 
Local  QoTemment  A.ct,  1744 

Habtington,  Right    Hon.   Marquess  of, 
Lancashire,  Rossendale 
Local  Taxation  (Castoms  and  Excise)  Dotiea 
Bill,  Committee,  1053 

Hatdkn,  Mr.  L.  P.,  Leitritn,  S. 
Inland  BoTenne — Salariea,  1876 

Healt,  Mr.  M.,  Cork 

Belfast    Corporation    Bill,   2E.    494,    501; 
Inatmotion  to  Committee,  Bea.  508 

Drainage  and  ImproTement  of  Land  (Ire- 
land) BiU,  1352 

Ireland 

Cork  Lunatic  Asylnm,  lOlt 
Land  Commission — Delays,  1016 
Police — Charges  Against,  1633 

Public    Libraries    Acts    Amendment    BiU, 
Committee,  680 

Supply — Embaaaies   and    Missions  Abroad, 
Beport,  248 

Healt,  Mr.  T.  M.,  Longford,  If. 
Africa 
German  Influence,  1244 
Mail  Contracts  (Zanzibar),  Bes.  946 
Alderahot  Beads  Bill,  2B.  632,  807 
Anglo-German  Agreement,  1369, 1481,  1797 
BoUer  Explosions  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Order 

for  2B.  1291 
British  and  Foreign  Spirits,  Bea.  1729, 17S1, 

1732 
Cnatoma — Bonding  and  Blending  Whiaky, 

858,  1353 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  1253, 
1885,  1890,  1894,  1899,  1901,  1902,  1904, 
1906 
Education  Code  Grant,  Committee,  860, 862 ; 

Bes.  1694 
Electoral     Disabilities     (Naval,    Military, 
and  Police)   Bill,   Order  for  Committee, 
1243,  1866,  1867,  1868,  1870 
Inland  Bevenoe  Begnlatfon  Bill,  Order  for 
Committee  on  Be-Commitment,   806 ;  He- 
Committed,  1599, 1601 
Intoxicating  Liqnora  (Ireland)   Bill,   Orda 

for  Committee,  1448 
Ireland 
Bishop  of  Deny,  1646 
Land    Commission  —  Valners'    Beporti, 

1494 
Law  and  Justice  and  Police 
Mnrphy,  John,  781 
Police 
Actions  Against,  Payment  o^  1S4S 
Cashel  and  Tipperary,  736,  1031, 1012, 

1148,  1889 
Fermoy      Froseontions  —  Inapedsc 

Barry.fto.,  1035, 1149 
Police  Doctors,  1018 
Portnmna,  1145,  1776 
"Shadowing,"     1026,     1027,      U«. 
1844,  1361,  1490, 1637,  1638,  16». 
1788 
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Hbalt,  Ur.  T.  M.— font. 

Lioensitifr,  1789 
Case  of  Blayney,  &o.,  1640,  1642 

Light  Builwayg,  706,  1011, 1488 

London  Companies'  Irish  £atates,  1686 

Magistracy— Mr.  Weldon,  1492 

Open-Air  Preaching  at  Arkloir,  1333 

Poor  Law — Porcamna  Dnion — Case  of  Mr. 
T.  Clarke,  1635 

Prisons— Derry  Gaol,  Catholics  in,  1151 

PubUc  Works,  1020 
liOoal  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Dnties 
Bill,  946;  Committee,  1065,  1066,  1069, 
1380,  1445,  1446,  1719,  1720,  1721 

Licensing  Clanses,  1661,  1662, 1669 

New  Amendment,  1799,  1803,  1805 
Maltese  Marriages,  1140 
Metropolitan  Police,  1133 
'Sew    Licences    (Ireland)    Bill,    Order   for 

Committee,  1115,  1880 
Orchards  Ratmg  Exemption  Bill,  Committee, 

628,  629 
Ordncince  Sorvey  Staff,  859 
Parliament . 

Basiness   of  the  Honse,   736,  1167,  1172, 
1509;  Kes.  1196.1669,  1687 

Ladies'  Gallery,  1127 
Panper  Lonatio  Asylnms  (Ireland)  (Offloers' 

Saperannoation)  Bill,  Committee,  1930 
Pharmacy  Act   (Ireland)    Amendment  Bill, 

Order  for  Committee,  1447;  Committee, 

1604 ;  Consideration,  1907 
Police— Constable  Jarris,  1788 
Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Bating  Bill,  Committee, 

1447,  1448 
Proclamation  of  the  Northampton  Meeting, 

1786 
Supply- Metropolitan    Police,   1576,   1588, 

1590, 1592 

Heatos,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Canterbury/ 

Australia — New  Sonth  Wales,    Governor  of, 

1630 
Post  Office— Express  Letter  Poet,  167 
Western  Australia  Constitution    Bill,    Re- 
Committed,  430 

Heuooland 

Cession  of  (sM  title  Obruany) 

Heneaoe,  Right  Hon.  E.,  Great  Grimsby 
Anglo- German  Agreement,  1369 

Henhikeb,  Lord 

Metropolis— Hankey  Mansions,  1120 

hereditary  Pensions 

Qnestion,  Mr.  Hanbnry ;  Answer,  The 
Cbanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  June  17, 
1154 

Hermox-Hodge,  Mr.  R.  T.,  Lancashire, 

Accrington 
,    Corrency — Small  Silver  Coins,  Scarcity  of, 
100" 


Herrinjr  Fishery  (Seotlaad)  Act 
(1889)  Amendment  Bill 

I.  OommitteiB  on  Be-Oommitment  and  Beported 
June  10,  484 
Bead  3'  *  and  passed  June  12,  679 
c.  Ijords  Amendments  Considered  and  Agreed 
to  June  18,  1245 

Herschell,  Lord 

Children's  Life  Insurance  Bill,  2B.  987 
Offences  Committed  Abroad  Bill,  2B.  10 
Protection  of  Children  Bill,  2R.  18 
Settled  Land  BUI,  2B.  1312, 1318, 1319, 1329 
Trustees  Appointment  Bill,  2B.  484 

Hill,  Colonel  E.  S.,  Bristol,  S. 
Smyrna — Hospital  Dues,  712 

Hoare,  Mr.  E.  B.,  Hampstead 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  611 

Hobhouse,  Mr.  H.,  Somerset,  E. 

Orchards  Bating  Exemption  Bill,  628, 629 

Holyhead  Harbov/r 
Betnm  ordered  June  5,  71 

HoHE  Department — Secretary    of   State. 
{see  Matthews,  Right  Hon.  H.) 

Hove  Department — Under  Secretary  of 
State  {see  Wobtlet,  Mr.  C.  B.. 
Stoabt) 

Home  Department 

Contracts,  Question,  Mr.  8.  Buxton ;  Answer,  . 
The  Home  Secretary  June  23, 1630 

Hono  Eono 

Gambling  Bouses,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Grotrian; 
Answer,  The  Cnder  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  June  20, 1483 

Hodldswoeth,  Sir  W.  H.,  Manchester,. 
N.W. 
Boiler  Explosions  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2B; 
1291 

Hoiuing;  of  the  Worldng  Classes  Acts.. 

Amendment  Bill 
e.  Order  for  2B.  read  and  deferred  June  12,. 
807 
Bead  2°  and  Committed  to  Standing  Com>. 
mittee  on  Iiaw,  &g.,  June  24, 1822 

Housing   of  the  Working  Classes  Actfr 
(Consolidation)  Bill 

c.  Bead  2"  and  Committed  to  the  Committee 
on  Honsing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Acts  Amendment  Bill,  and  Order  for 
Consolidation  of  the  two  Bills  June  24, 
1857 
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Hdiuing  of  the  Working  Classes  Bills 

Questioa,  .Lord  H.   Brace;    Anawet,  The 
,.  ,    Pr«gW«nt  of-the  liocnl  Government  Board 
June  9,  331 

How*Lt,  Mr.  G.,  Bethnal  Green,  N.E. 
Friendly  Sooietiea,  1331 
Hoasinjt   of    the     Working    Clasaes    Acta 

Amendment  Bill,  8B.  1810 
Parliament — Bosineea  o(  the  House,  727 
Supply— Metropolitan  Police,  1662 

HoziER,  Mr.  J.  H.  C,  Lanarkshire,  S. 
Ireland— Conrt  Balea,  1012 

Hunter,  Mr.  W.  A.,  Aberdeen,  JT. 
Loo  il  Taxation  (Coatoma  and  Exciae)  Dntiea 
Bill.  Committee,  566,  1069,   1425,   1690, 
1692, 1693,1695. 1703,  1701,  1716 
■  Parliament — Batineas   of  the  Hooae.  1167, 
1609 

HuNTLY,  Marquess  of 
Contagioua     Diaeaaea    (Animala)     (Plenro- 
Paeumonia)  Bill,  2B.  652 

Illingworth,  Mr.  A.,  Bradford,  W. 
Burnley  Rectory  Bill,  2E.  1767,  1769,  1771 
Educatioa  Code  (1890)  Grant,  Bea.  1693 
Local  Taxation  (Coatoma  and  EKoiae)Ontiea 

Bill,  Commiitee,  666,  1094 
Tithe  Rent-Charge  Recovery  and  Redemp- 
tion Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  121 

India— Secretary    of    State    {see  Cross, 
Viscount) 

India— Under   Secretary  of    State  (see 
CfoBST,  Right  Hon..Sir  J.  E.) 

India 

Anylo-India7i    New»papert,     Qaeation,    Mr. 

Bradlanghj  Anawer,  The  Under  Secretary 

for  India  June  12,  700 
Army— Warlike  Storet,   Queation,  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh;    Anawer,   The    Under    Secretary 

for  India  June  6,  50 
.  Bengal  Medical. Service,  (jneation,  Mr.  Brad- 

langh ;  Anawer,  The  Undpr  Secretary  for 

India  June  9,  322 
British    Indian     Suijectt    in  SoiUh  Africa, 
^      , Qaeation,  Sir  G.  Campbell ;  Anawer,  The 

Under  Secretary  for  the  Colontea  June  6, 

149 
.(Iwtoion'nt  Acti,  Question,  Mr.  J.  B,  Ellia  j 

Anawer,  The   Under  Secretary  for  India 
■  June  9,  820 
£ast  India  (Aeeounti),  Addreoa  for  Return 

June  16,  1001 
Bast  India  {Cantonment  Acts),  Addreaa  for 

Return  June  12,  692 
Jtaet   India    (Oivil    Servants),     Order     for 

Select   Committee    read     and    deferred 

June  9,  440 ;  Poatponed   Motion,  Obser- 

TatioDs,  Mr.  A.  O'Connor,  The  Secretary 

to  the  Treaaury  Jvne  16,  1115 1  Motion 

agreed  to  June  23, 1728 

[cent. 


India— con^ 

ForeaU  Department,  Queation,  Sir  R.  Temple; 
Anawer,  The  Under  Secretary  for  India 
June  9,  320 

Home  Accounts  of  Indian  Qoveriantnt,  Quea- 
tion, Mr.  Bradlangh ;  Anawer,  Tbe  Under 
Secretary  for  India  June  13,  848 

Jessore — Alleged  Rioting,  Qnestioo,  Mr. 
Bradlangh;  Anawer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  India  June  6, 61 

Kashmir,  Papers  Relating  to,  Qneationl,  Mr. 
Bradlangh;  Anawers,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  India  June  9,  321 

Oritsa — Salt  Tax,  Queation,  Mr.  Johnaton  ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  for  India 
June  23, 1623 

Pott  Office  Appointments,  QneaUona,  Mr. 
Bradlangh ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  India  June  5,  61 ;  June  9,  380 

Punjab — Police  Administration,  Qneation, 
Mr.  Bradlangh ;  Answer,  The  Under  Se- 
cretary for  India  June  12,  699 

Railways,  Queation,  Mr.  Bradlangh ;  An- 
awer, Tbe  Cnder  Secretary  for  India  June 
17,  1123 

Indian  Councils  Bill  [LordB] 

e.  Order  for  2R.  read  and  deferred  June  9, 
433 

Indian  Councils  BUI 
Qneotiona,  Mr.  Bradlangh;  Anawers,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treaaury  June  9,  346 ; 
June  10,  521 ;  June  23,  1664 ;  Qneationa. 
Mr.  Bradlangh,  Mr.  J.  Maclean ;  Anowen, 
The  Pirat  Lord  of  the  Treasury  June  16, 
1047 

Industrial  Schools  Bill 

I.  Read  3'  and  paaaed  June  12,  633 
c.  Read  r»  June  19,  1877 

Industrial  ScIuhAs  BiU 
Qneation,    Mr.    Dizon-Hartland ;    Anawer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treaanry  Jvste  16, 
1044 

Infant  Life  Protection  Bill 

e.  Select  Committee  nominated  June  19,  144S 

Infections  Disease  Prevention  Bill 

c.  Conaidered  in  Committee;   Read  8**  and 

paaaed  Jtine  11,  581 
I.  Read  1'  •  June  12,  633 

Inlltnd  Bevenue  Begnlation  Bill 

c.  Order  for   Committee   on    Re-Commitmont 
read  and  deferred  June  12,  806 
Considered  in  Committee  on  Re-Comaut- 
moDt— K.P.  JutM  20, 1695 


International      Telegraph 
(see  Post  Office) 


Convention 


Intestates'  Estates  Bill 
c.  Conaidered  in  Committee   and  Boportad ; 
Bead  »°  •  and  passed  June  25, 190S 
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IntozieatinK  Liquors  (Ireland)  Bill     | 

p.  Order  for  Committee  read  and  adjourned  I 

June  11,632 
Considered  in    Oommittee — B.P.    Jtme    18, 

1291 
Order  for  Committee  read  and  deferred  June 

19. 1418 

Ibelakd 

Army 

Munster  Fatiliers,  Qaeation,  Mr.  O'Keeffe  ; 

Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  for 

War  June  24,  1791 
Rifie  Ranges,  Question,  Mr.  J.  Bedmond  i 

Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  June  23, 

1647 

Banlcruptcy  Gates  ^Corkand  Belfaat),  fietnm 

ordered  June  17, 1174 
Bankruptcy  {Dublin),  Eetnm  ordered  Jxine 

28, 1622 

Crimes  and  Outrages 

Assault  at  Millstreet,  Qnestion,  Dr. 
Tanner )  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  9,  34 1 ;  Question?,  Dr. 
Tanner,  Mr.  Flynii ;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Secretary  June  10,  619 

Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Irelond)  Act 
Boycotting 

Keefe,  W. ;  Kent,  O. ;  Mulcahy  and 
Others,  Question,  Mr.Plynn  ;  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  June  20,  1493  ; 
Questions,  Dr.  Tanner;  Answers, 
The  Chief  Secretary  June  19,  1363 ; 
June  20,  1616 

(See  also  Police — Fermoy  and  Cork 
Prosecutions) 

Fisher,  Mr.  B.  D.,  "  Munster  Express," 
Questions,  Mr.  E.  Power,  Mr.  Sexton, 
Mr.  W.  Bedmond ;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Secretary  June  20, 1496 

Prison  Treatment 

M'Enei-y,  Questions,  Mr.  O'Keeffe; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  June 
9,  340;  June  23,  1648;  Questions, 
Mr.  O'Keeffe,  Mr.  Mac  Neill; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  June 
20  1469 

Redmond,  Mr.  C.  P.,  "  Waterford  News," 
Questions,  Mr. P.  J.  Power;  Answers, 
The  Chief  Secretary  June  19,  1375 ; 
Questions,  Mr.  P.  J.  Power,  Mr.  T.M. 
Healy,  Mr.  W.  Bedmond,  Mr.  Clancy; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  June 
20, 1600 

Thomas  and  Kent,  Messrs.,  Question,  Dr. 
Tanner;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary Jane  23, 1646 

Edtication  „     ,  „ 

mind  and  Deaf ,  Question,  Mr.  W«odaU; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  June  12, 
728 
Capitation  Allowance,  Qnestion,  Mr.  P. 
Fitagerald ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  9,  341 
Inspectors,  Question,  Mr.  Harrison; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Beoretary  June  20, 
1489 

[ecmt. 


Ieil'and — j;d«co<»on— oont. 

National  Schools,  Questions,  Mr.  Jordan, 
Mr.  E.  Harrington ;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Secretary  June  9,  344  ;  Qaestions,  Mr. 
Jord«tn }  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary 
June  16,  1037 ;  June  19, 1334 

National  Teachers  Act,  Qnestion,  Mr. 
Jordan;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
JunelS,  fc31  • 

Tipperary  Schools,  Question,  Mr.  i, 
O'Connor;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  23,  1648 

Inland  Revenue  _ 

Incidence  of  Taxation,  Ques'.ions,  Mr. 
Marum,  Mr.  Sexton;  Answers,  Th« 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  June  12, 

707 
Income  Ta»  Returns,  Question,  Mr.  Knox ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor   of    the    Ex- 
chequer June  9,  841 

Land  Commission 
Belfast,  Question,  Mr.  M'Cartan ;  Answer, 

The  Chief  Secretary  June  13,  833 
Delay,  Question,  Mr.  M.  Healy;  Answer, 

The  Chief  Secretary  June  16,  1016 
Pou-nan<i^«fri»»,  Question,  Mr.  M'Cartan; 

Answer,  Ihe  Chief  Secretary  JuTie  10, 

518  .         «      T  , 

Queen's    County,   Questions,   Mr.    Lialor; 

Answers,  The  Chief  .Secretary  June  19, 
1352  ;  June  23,  1644 
Roscommon  County,  Qnestion,  Mr.  O  KeUy ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  June  20, 

1491  ,,      m    « 

Valuers'  Reports,    Qaestions,   Mr.   T.   M. 

Healy  ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  General 

for  Ireland  June  20,  1494 
Land  Purchase  Acts— Application  for  Ad- 
vances, Question,  Mr.  J.  Morley ;  Answer, 
The   Chief   Secretary  June  20, 1496 

Landlord  and  Tenant 

Olanricarde  Tenantry— Case  of  Mr.  T. 
Clarke,  Questions,  Mr.  Eoche,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary 
Jttne23, 1684;— Police  as  Bailiffs,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Sheehy;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Secretary  June  19,  1347;  Jnne  20,  1608 

Falcarragh  Eviction,  Question,  Mr.  Mao 
Neill;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
June  9,  342;  Questions,  Mr.  Dalton, 
Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  16, 1013 

Ion<Jon  Companies'  Irish  Estates— Ouaran- 
tee  Deposits,  Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  June  28, 
1636 

Olphert  Estate  Evictions,  Questions,  Mr. 
Dalton;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary 
June  16, 1042  ;  June  19, 1860 

Police    ot  JSrtiicttons,    Question,    Mr.    r, 
M'Donald ;    Answer,  The  Chief  Score- 
tary  June  19, 1886 
Law  and  Justice  and  Police 

Coroner  for  NoHh  Tyrone,  Question,  Mr. 
Dillon;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
JuTie  5, 63 

Coroners'  Juries  ond  PoJice  Returns,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  J.  B.  Bllis ;  Answer,  The  Chief 

Secretary  June  19, 1368 

[cont. 
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lEiLiin)— Xow  and  Jvttiee  and  Police— wmt. 
Court  JtnUt,  Qaeation,  Hr.  Hosier;  An- 
'  swer,  The  Attomej  General  for  Ireland 

/t(nel6,1012 
IfQinley  and  Conaghan — Olphert  DitfrnU, 

Foatponed    Qaeation    June    28,    1640; 

Qnection,    Mr.    Dalton;    Answer,  The 

Chief  Seoietary  June  24, 1794 
Mwrphy,   John — Illtgal  Ute  of  Firearms, 

QnestioDa,  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  T.  M.  Eealy, 

Vr.  P.  O'Brien;  Aniwers,  The   Chief 

Secretary  June  12,  781 ;  Qaeation,  Mr. 

Flynn ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 

June  16,  1041 
i>«<ty   8e$tion$  —  Fermoy,   Qaeation,  Dr. 

Tanner ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 

June  28,  1660 

Polte* 

Abheyeide,  County  Waterford — Charge* 
Of aiiwt,  Qaeation,  Mr.  Webb  ;  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  June  24, 1774 

Aetione  against — Payment  of  Costs,  Qaes- 
tiona,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Secretary,  The  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  June  19, 1340;  Qaeationa,  Mr. 
Boche,  Dr.  Tanner ;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  June  19,  1348  ;  Qaea- 
tion, Mr.  Flynn ;  Anawer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  J«ne  20,  1499 

Belfast  Barracks,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Sexton ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury June  16,  1032 

Cashel,  Tipperary  and  New  Tipperary— 
Charges,  Qoestions,  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien, 
Mr.  Sexton;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Secretary  June  12,  713  ;  Qnestiona, 
Mr.  Famell,  Mr.  J.  Morley,  Sir  W. 
Harconrt,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy ;  Answera,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  12,  788  ;  Qnestion,  Mr. 
Dillon;  Answer.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  13,  836 ;  Qnestiona,  Mr. 
Dillon,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Famell, 
Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  Mr.  B.  Roberta; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary 
June  16,  1021 ;  Qaeationa,  Mr.  Far- 
nell,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Sexton, 
Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Clancy ;  An- 
swera, The  Chief  Secretary  June 
16,  1030 ;  Qnestiona,  Mr.  Leake,  Mr. 
Sexton,  Mr.  Gil),  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  T. 
M.  Healy;  Anawera,  The  Chief 
Secretary  Jun«  17,  1141 ;  Qaeationa, 
Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  T.  W.  Bnaaell,  Dr. 
Tanner,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  J. 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Sheehy ;  Anawera,  The 
Chief  Secretary  Jun«  19,  1887 ;  Qnea- 
ttana,  Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Brad- 
langh;  Anawera,  The  Chief  Serae- 
tary,  A  Lord  of  tie  Treaanry  June  19, 
1348;  Qneationa,  Mr.  Sexton;  An- 
awera, The  Chief  Secretary  June  19, 
1369;  June  20,  1603;  Motion  for 
Adjoomment  of  the  Hoase  June  9, 361 

Clare  Infirmary,  Qnestion,  Dr.  Kenny  ; 
Anawer,  The  Chief  Secretary  June 
20, 1600 

toctors,  Qnestiona, .  Mr.  Roche,  Mr.  M. 
Healy ;  Anawera,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  16, 1017 

[eont. 


Ireland— Po{t«e—cont. 


Evictions,  Police  at,  Qnestion,  Vr> 
P.  M'Donald;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  Jun«  19, 1886 

Fermoy  and  Cork  Prosecutions — Mr.  T. 
Barry,  District  Inspector  Ball,  Sfc^ 
Qaeationa,  Mr.  Flynn ;  Answer*,  The 
Chief  Secretary  J««i«  12,  730;  Ju%e 

16,  1018  ;  Qaeationa,  Mr.  Flynn,  Hr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Clancy ;  Anawera, 
The  Chief  Secretary  J«n«  IS, 
1034;  Qaeationa,  Mr.  Flynn, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  Anawera,  The 
Chief  Seoretary  June  17,  1149; 
Qnestiona,  Mr.  Flynn,  Dr.  Tanner, 
Mr.  E.  Harrington;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  June  19,  1347 ;  Qnes- 
tion, Dr.  Tanner ;  Anawer,  The  Attar- 
ney  General  for  Ireland  J«n«  19, 
1868 

Injury  to  Constables  at  Tipperary — Coai- 
pensation,  Qaeation,  Mr.  Dilloa  ;  An- 
awer, The  Chief  Secretary  June  12, 
712 

Lord,  Sergeant — Charge*  of  Fraud,  Qnea- 
tioDS,  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien ;  Answen, 
The  Chief  Secretary  Jun«  16, 1036; 
June  19, 1846 

mtchelstown  and  Constable  Leahy,  Qoes- 
tions, Mr.  C.  Bentinck,  Dr.  Tanner, 
Mr.  Flynn ;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Secretary  June   6,  60 

Open-Air  Preaching — Arkloie,  Qaea- 
tiona, Mr.  De  Cobain,  Ur.  W.  Corbet, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Roaaell,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Mr.  W.  Johnaton ;  Anawers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  June  19,  1332 

Police  a»  Bailiffs — Claricarde  EttaU, 
Qneationa,  Mr.  Sheehy;  Anawera, 
The  Chief  Secretary  June  19,  1347  v 
June  20,  1603 

Portumna,  Queation,  Mr.  Mao  Neill; 
Anawer,  The  Chief  Secretary  June  9, 
343 ;  Qoestions,  Mr.  Boche ;  Answers, 
The  Chief  Secietaty  June  12,  707 ; 
Qoestions,  Mr.  Roche,  Mr.  Sexton, 
Mr.  Mao  NeiU,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  v 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  June 

17,  1146 ;  Qnestions,  Mr.  Boche,  Dr. 
Tanner;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  19,  1348;  Qaeationa,  Mr. 
Roche,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy; 
Anawera,  The  Chief  Seoretary  Jime- 
24, 1776 

Public  Ueelings — Snnit,  ^c,  Qnestion, 
Dr.  Tanner;  Anawer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  June  12,  1716 ;  QaaaiiagM, 
Mr.  O'Keeffe,  Mr.  Cox ;  Anawera, 
The  Chief  Secretary  June  9,  389 

BMhmore  and  Timoleague  —  Charge*,. 
Qaeation,  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  Ananrer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  June  28, 168S 

"  Shadov)ing  " — MiscellaneoueQuettions, 
Qnestiona,  Mr.  P.  J.  Power,  Hr. 
Dillon;  Anawers,  The  Chief  Secae- 
tary  June  12,  729;  Qneationa,  Mr. 
Roche,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr. 
Clancy;  Anawers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  18,  833 ;  Qneationa,  Ur.  J. 
0'Connor,Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  T.M.  Healy, 
Mr.  Condon,  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler,  Mr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


[eoKl. 


IBE 


IRE 


{SESSION    1890} 
345* 


IBE 


IBB 


Ibklamd  -  Police — cont. 


S.  Lefevre,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Gill,  Ur. 
Paniell,  Sir  O.  TroTolyaii,  Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladitone,  Mr.  C.  Oraham,  Mr. 
Johnston,  Earl  of  Cavan ;  Answers, 
The  Ohief  Secreisry,  Mr.  Speaker 
June  16,  1023;  Qaestions,  Mr.  P. 
J.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  OiU; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  June 
16,  1040;  Qaestions,  Mr.  Pioton, 
Mr.  S«zton,  Mr.  Bradlangh,  Mr. 
Cooybeare,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Dr. 
Kenny,  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Leng,  Mr. 
Carew;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  17,  1147 ;  Questions,  Mr. 
Clsoicy,  Ur.  Dillon,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr. 
Fiynn,  Mr.  Pioton,  Earl  Compton,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  Captain  Vemey,  Mr.  J. 
Horley ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  10,  1842;  Qnestions,  Mr. 
Lang,  Mr.  Carew;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  June  19,  1363; 
Qaestions,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  J. 
Kenny,  Dr.  Kenny;  Answers,  The 
Ohief  Secretary  Juns  19,  1361 ;  Qnes- 
tions, Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Hr. 
Sexton;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  20,  1490;  Qnestions,  Mr. 
P.  O'Brien;  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Dr. 
Tanner,  Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Flyun, 
Dr.  Kenny,  Mr.  Sexton;  Answers, 
The  Chief  Sectetary  June  23,  1636  ; 
Question,  Mr.  Conybeare;  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  June  23,  1658 ; 
Questions,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  J.  Morley, 
Mr.  E.  Harrington;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  June  24,  1774 ;  Qnes- 
tion,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  June  24,  1788;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  June  24,  1799 

PWeon* 
Derry  Oaol 
Catholice  in,   Qnestions,    Mr.  Cony- 
beare; Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary 
June  13,  835 ;  June  16, 1043  ;  Qaes- 
tions, Mr.  Conybeare,  Mr.  W.  John- 
ston, Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Mao 
Nefll,  Mr.  Parnell,  Dr.  Kenny,  Mr. 
P.    O'Brien;  Answers,    The  Chief 
Secretary  June  17,  1150 
Sanitary   Condition,   Qaestions,    Mr. 
Harris  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary Jttn«  16,  1043  ;  June  23,  1655 
TuUatnore  Oaol— Rev.  Dr.  M'Alroy,  Qaes- 
tions, Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  June  19,  1356 
flfardera  and  their  Uniform,  Question, 
Mr.  Conybeare ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  June  13,  836;  Qaestions, 
Mr.   Con;beare,    Mr.  O'Brien;   An- 
swers, The  Chief  Secretary  June  16, 
1039 ;  Questions,  Mr.  Conybeare,  Mr. 
Mao    Neill ;     Answers,     The     Chief 
Secretary  June  17,  1143;  Questions, 
Mr.    O'KeefFe,    Mr.  Mac   Neill,  Dr. 
Kenny  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  19,  1349 ;  Qnestions,   Mr. 
CKeeffe ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  23, 1648 

[cont. 


Ibbukd— Prteone — cent. 

3Veo<ment  of  Prisoners  Convicted  under 
the  Criminal  Law,  Sfc.  Act  (see  that 
Heading) 

Zicenein; 

Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  June  24, 1789 
Case  of  Blayney,  Qaestionii,   Mr.  T.    M. 

Healy,  Colonel  Waring;  Answers,  The 

Chancellor  of  the  Exoheqaer  June  23, 

1640 

Lighthouses 
Mew    Island,  Question,    Mr.    M'Cartan^ 

Answer,  The  President  of  the  Bocurd  of 

Trade  June  10,  613 
Tory  Itland,  Question,  Sir  E.  Watkin;. 

Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of 

Trade  June  12,  733 

Local  Oovemment  Board 

Ballymena  Quardians,  Qnestion,  Mr. 
M'Cartan;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  20, 1496 

Castleblaney  Union — Poors  Rate,  Question, 
Mr.  Blane;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  20, 1490 

Literature  for  Paupers,  Qnestions,  Mr. 
MacXaill,  Mr.  Dillon;  Answers,  The 
Ohief  Secretary  June  16, 1008 ;  Qnes- 
tion, Mr.  Mao  Neill ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  June  17, 1148 

Jxmdonderry  Poors  Rate,  Question,  Mr. 
M'Cartby;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  20,  1489 

Medical  Attendance — Case  of  Ihr.  J.  R. 
Hayes,  Question;,  Mr.  T.  W.  Bassell,^ 
Dr.  Tanner;  Answers, The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  19, 1334 

Neicry  Union,  Question,  Mr.  Blane ;  An- 
swer, The  Chief  Secretary  June  18,  831 

PortuHMta  r««on — Cose  of  Mr.  T.  Clarke,. 
Qnestions,  Mr.  Boche,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  June  23, 
1634 

S^ronorZor  Dnton — Poor  Removal,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  A.  O'Connor,  Mr.  E.  Harring- 
ton ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  June  19, 1360 

Lunacy 

Cork  Asylum,  Question,  Dr.  Tanner;  An- 
swer, The  Chief  Secretary  June  12, 
716 ;  Question,  Mr.  H.  Healy ;  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  June  16,  1011 ; 
Question,  Mr.  Flynn;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  June  16,  1035 
Inspectors'  Report  t.  Question,  Mr.  W- 
Corbet ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
Jun«  23, 1628 

Magistracy 

Appointments    of    Catholic    Magistrates,. 

Questions,  Mr.  M.  Kenny,  Mr.  M'Cartan ; 

Answer*,  The  Chief  Secretaty  June  20, 

1491 
Oardiner,    Mr.,   Qaestions,   Dr.    Tanner, 

Mr.  Flynn ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  6,  66 
Guy,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Qnestion,  Mr.  M.  Kenny  ; 

Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  Jim«  24, 

1777 
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Ibeund — Magistracy— cont. 

Sodder,  Mr.,  Qaeation,  Dr.  Tanner ;  An- 
swer, The  Chief  Seoretety  June  23, 
1650 

M'Laughlin,  Mr.  P.,  Qaegtions,  Hr.  M.  J. 
Kenny,  Mr.  W.  Bedmond ;  Anewers, 
The  Chief  Secretary  June  24,  1777 

Weldon,  Mr.,  Questions,  Mr.  Finocane, 
Hr.  Sexton,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answers, 
The  Chief  Secretary  Jnne  20, 1492 

Miscellaneous 

Bishop  of  Derry,  Qnestion,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
June  2U,  1646 

Holders  of  Town  Parks,  Qaeationp,  Mr. 
'M'Cartan ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary June  16,  1037 1  June  17, 1148 

NewUncnurd' s  Farmer^ Association,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  M'Cartan;  Answers, The  Chief 
Secretary  June  10,  512;  June  12,  716 

Open-Air  Preaching  at  Arlcloui,  Questions, 
Mr.  De  Cobain,  Mr.  W.  Corbet,  Mr.  T. 
W.  Eassell,  Mr.  W.Johnston;  Answers, 
The  Chief  Secretary  June  19,  1332 

Potato  Blight,  Qnestion,  Sir  T.  Esmonde ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  June  20, 
1498 

Begistry  of  Deeds  Office,  Qnestion,  Mr. 
M'Cartan;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasary  June  12,  704 

Navigation  of  the  River  Fergus,  Qnestion, 
Mr.  Cox :  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
June  19, 1332 

Piers  and  Harbours 

Donaghcuiee,    Qnestionp,     Mr.    M'Cartan, 

Colonel  Waring;  Answers,  The  Secretary 

to  the  Treasury  Jun«  9,  846 
Qreystona,  Question,  Mr.  W.  Corbet;  An. 

swer.  The   Secretary  to  the  Treasury 

June  24,  1782 
Limerick  —  Engineer,      Qnestion,      Mr. 

O'KeeiTe ;      Answer,     The     Attorney 

General  for  Ireland  June  12,  712 

Post  Oflice 

Belfast— Telegraphic  VepartmetU,  Post- 
poned Question  June  23,  1635 ;  Qnes- 
tion, Mr.  Sexton;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master Greneral  June  24,  1792 

Brura — Postmaitership,  Qnestion,  Mr. 
W.  Abraham  (Limerick,  W.)  ;  Answer, 
The  Postmaster  General  June  5,  64 

Dublin  —  Vacancies,  Qnestion,  Mr.  T. 
Harrington ;  Answer,  A  Lord  of  the 
Treasury   June  10,  510 

Employes'  (Mton.QueBtion, SirT. Esmonde; 
Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  June 
20, 1498 

Qalway — Accommodation,  Question.  Mr. 
Foley;  Answer,  The  Postmaster 
General  Jun«  20, 1495 

Kilnaleck  —  Telegraphs,  Question,  Mr. 
Knox ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
Juns  9,  327 

3fanoo,  Question,  Mr.  W.  Eedmond;  An- 
swer, The  Postmaster  General  June  16, 
1009 

Straibally,  Question,  Mr.  P.  J.  Power; 
Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  June 
24,  1794 

[eont. 


Ibelakd— cont. 

Public  Workf,  Questions,  Mr.  Foley,  Mr.  T. 
M.  Healy,  Dr.  Kenny,  Mr.  T.  W.  Bnssell ; 
Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trsaanry 
June  16, 1019 

Public  Works  Loan  (Tramways,  Ireland)  Act, 
Questions,  Mr.  Summers;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  JuTte  12,  706; 
June  13,  886;  June  19,  1335;  Questions, 
Mr.  Summero,  Mr.  Clan<!y ;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  June  16, 1048 

Railways 

Light  Bailtcaye 

Bantry,  Question,  Mr.  Gilhooly;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
June  24, 1776 

Donegal,  ^'c.  Questions,  Kr.  Clancy, 
Mr.  S.  Buxton,  Mr.  Finkerton ;  An- 
swers, The  Secretary  to  the  Treaanry 
June  10, 522 ;  Questions,  Hr.  Daltoo, 
Mr.  Lea,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  Jwie 
16,1010;  Qnestion,  Mr.  Crilly;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  to  the  Treaanry 
June  17,  1140 

Oalway  to  Clifden,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Fin- 
kerton ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasary  June  9,  341 

Killybegs,  ^c.  Questions,  Mr.  Clancy; 
Answers,  The  Secretal:y  to  the  Trea- 
sury June  23, 1643 

Miscellaneous  Questions,  Qnestions,  Hr. 
Dalton,  Mr.  W.  Bedmond,  Hr.  T.  U. 
Healy,  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Gil- 
hooly ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  The  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Goremment  Board  Ju-ne  20,  1487 

Stranorlar  and  Olenties,  Questions,  Kr. 
Dalton,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  Answers, 
A  Lord  of  the  Treasury  June  12,  706 

(See  also  Public  Works  Loans  (Tramv>ayt, 
Ireland)  Act) 

Isaacson,  Mr.  F.  W.,  Totcer  HamlOt, 
Stepney 
Africa,  Map  of ,  1796 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  616, 

618,  628,  1250, 1268, 1882,  1889,  1899 
Egyptian  Loan,  1126,  1792 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 

Bill,  Committee,  760 
Morocco — Treatment  of  Prisoners,  1125 
Navy — Admiral  Colomb's  InTention,  1126 

Italy 

Englishman  Killed  by  a  Sentry  at  Genoa, 
Question,  Mr.  Oogfaill ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  Juae 
12,710 

Fottcan — English  Represetttadve  at,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Atkinson ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  June  9, 
319;  Qnestion,  Mr.  Summers;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  JimeU^ 
725  1 


(See  also  title  Malta) 
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Jackson,  Right  Hon. -W.  L.  (Secretary 
to  tte  Treasury),  Leeds,  iT. 
GivQ  Sencice — Betirements,  &o.,  1'554 
Castomg 

American  Piracies  of  Britiah  Copynghts, 

1478 
AppointmenM,  1324 
British  and   Foreign  Spirits,   Ees.  1730, 

1731, 1732 
Statistical  Depitrtmsnt,  68 
East  India  (Civil  Serranta),  Bes.  1116 
Inland  Eevenne  Kegulation  Bill,  Order  for 
Committee  on  Be-Commitment,  806 

Ireland  „  ,,    . 

Oentral   Constabalary    Barraoks,  Belfast, 

1032 
Light  Kailways,  1487 

Bantry,  1776 

Donegal,  Ac.,  522, 1011,  1141 

Galway,  341 

KUlybegs,  1643 
Piers  and  Harbonrs 

Donegal,  346 

Oreystones,  1782 

Pablio  Works,  1020 

Public  Works  Loans  (Tramways,  Ireland) 

Act,  706,  836,  1048, 1386 
Begistry  of  Deeds  Office,  705 
Ifayy— Admiral  Colomb's  Inyention,  1503 

Parliament 

Bosiness  of  the  Honse,  140 

Public  Accounts  Committee,  1795 
Post  Office— Cable  Companies  and  Gorem- 

ment  Messages,  721 
Poet  Office  Mail  Contract  (East  Coast  of 

Africa,  Zansibsr),  Bes.  947,  948 
Scotland— Post  Office— Mmerigg,  1655 
Sonth  Kensington  Mnaeam,  695 
Superannuaaon    (War    Department)    Bill, 

Wales — Treasure  Ttoto  in  Merionethshire, 

851 
Windsor  Forest,  66 

jAMits,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Gateshead 

Central  London    Bailway  Bill,    Conaidera- 
tioo,  146 

JEFFBETS,  Mr.    A.    F.,    Hants,  Basing- 
stoke 
Aldershot  Boads  Bill,  2B.  1861 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Eeoovery  and  Bedemp- 
tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  106 

jBSiiiHOB,  Mr.L.  J.,  Stockport 
Anglo-Oerman  Agreement,  1798 

Jbbsht,  Earl  of  (Paymaster  General) 
Contagious    Diseases     (AnimaU)    (Pleuro- 
pneumonia) Bill,  2B.  648,  667 
County  Councillors  (Qualifloationot  Women) 

BUI,  2B.  275 
Local  Goremment  Act,  1748 

Control  of  Bivers  and  Water  Courses,  1760 
Eaat    Haddon— Sanitary  Condition,  826, 
829,830 


Johnston,  Mr.  W.,  Belfast,  S. 
Belfast  Corporation  Sill,  2B.  503 
Diraotora'  LUbility  Bill,  Consideration,  1893, 

India— Salt  Tax  in  Onssa,  1628 

Open- Air  Preaching  at  Arklow,  1333 
Police  Watching,  1030  _ 

Prisons— Derry,  Ac,  Cathollea  m,  1160 
New  Licences   (Ireland)  Bill,  Committee, 

629 
PharmaoT  Act  (Ireland)   Amendment  Bill, 
Order  for  Committee,  1446;    Committee, 
1604 ;  Consideration,  1908 

JOKDiN,  Mr.  J.,  Clare,  W. 
Customs — Appointments,  1323 

Ireland 
Education 
National  Schools,  344, 1037, 1384 
National  Teachers  Act,  881 

Kat-Shuttleworth,  Right  Hon.  Sir  U.  J., 

Lancashire,  CUtheroe 
Burnley  Eectory  Bill,  2B.  1764 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duwea 

Bill,  Committee,  1085,  1086, 1087, 1088 
Parliament 

Bnaineaa  of  the  House,  1166 

Public  Accounts  Committee,  1795 

Keat,  Mr.  J.  S.,  Mgin  and  N^aim 

Local  Taxation  (Onstoma  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  1409,  1411,  1415,  1417, 
1422 

Kelly,  Mr.  J.  R.,  Camberwell,  N. 

Bankruptcy  Administration,  67 

Civil  Service 
Clerks,  57 
Begnlations,  1486 

Currency— Spurious  Coins,  720,  887 

Customs— Statistical  Department,  68 

Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  615, 
1249,  1251,  1263,  1280,  1882 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Bfll,  Com- 
mittee, 689,  695,  601,  603,  604,  606 

Law  and  Justice 
Aquarium  Poater,  66 
Business  in  the  Courts,  106,  338 

Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
BiU,  Committee,  919,  920 

Public  Health  AcU  Amendment  BiU,  woer 
for  Committee  on  Ee-Commitment,  487 

Trees  (Ireland)  Bill,  Committee,  189 

Kknnawat,  Sir  J.  H.,  Devon,  ffoniton 
Hues  Preservation  Bill,  Committee,  1924, 
1925 

Kenny,  Dr.  J.  E.,  Cork,  S. 
Education— Science  and  Art  Department, 

1136  ,„„ 

Inland  Eevenue— Succession  Duty,  loSS 
Inland   Bevenue  Begulation  Bill,   Eo-Com- 
mitted,  1603 

[cont. 
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Kbnnt,  Dr.  J.  E. — eoni. 

Ireland 
'       PoUoe 

Clare  Infirmary,  1500 
"  Shadowing,"  1146,  1361,  1640 
Frisona — Catholic  Friaoners,'  1152 
Fablic  Works,  1020 
Friaona 
Chatham — Offioiala   and  Irish    Convicta, 

1367 
Wardera'  Uniforma,  1349 

Kenny,  Mr.  M.  J.,  Tyrone,  Mid. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Clafses  Acta  (Con> 

aolidation)  BUI,  2a.  1859, 1860 
Infeotioaa  Diseases  Frerention   Bill,  Com- 
mittee, 587,  606 
Ireland 
Magistracy 
Appointment  of  Catholic  Hagistratea 

1491 
Gny,  Mr.  F.  A.,  1777 
M'UnghUn,  Mr.  P.,  1777 
Police— "Shadowing,"  1361 

Kenton,  Hon.  Q.  T.,  Denbigh,  Ac. 
Treasore  TroTe  in  Merionethshire,  851 

Kew  and  Petersham  Vicarage  Bill 

I.  Read  2*  *  and  Committed  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  General  Bills  June  10,  485 

Beported  from  Standing  Committee  for 
Qeneral  Bills  and  He-Committed  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  June  17,  1122 

Committee  on  Re-Commitmentand  Beported 
June  19,  1321 

Bead  3*  •  and  passed  June  20, 1472 

KiMBER,  Mr.  H.,  Wandawortlt, 

Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  1247, 

1248, 1249,  1252,  1255,  1260,  1270,  1277, 

1284,  1287,  1288 
London  Connty  Conncil,  1006 
Wandsworth  New  Police  Conrt,  1824 

KlHBEBLET,  Earl  of 
Africa — Zanzibar,  1761 
Contagions    Diseases     (Animals)    (Plenro- 

Pneamonia)  Bill,  2B.  663 
Indostrial  Schools  Bill,  SB.  641,  612 
Local  Government  Board — East  Haddon — 
Sanitary  Condition,  828 

Knatchbdll-Hogessen,  Mr.  H.  T.,  Kent, 
Favershatn 
America— United  States  Tariff  Bill,  1474 
English  Hops,  1629 
Navy — Sheemess  Docks,  1134 
Parliament — Qnestions  in  the  Honse,  1660 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Becovery  and  Redemp- 
tion Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  98 

Knowles,  Mr.  L.,  Salford,  W. 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  615 
Infections    Diseases  Prevention   Bill,  Com- 
mittee, 582,  588,  590,  591,  595,  596,  599, 
603,  601, 605,  606 


Knox,  Mr.  E.  P.  V.,  Cavan,  W. 

Britisli  and  Foreign  Spirits,  Bes.  1731 
Honaing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acta  Amead- 

ment  BUI,  2B.  1866 
Ireland— Income  Tax  Betnms,  341,  lOOS 
Post  Office -Kilnaleck— Telegrams,  327 
Snpply— Embassies  and  Missions    Abroad, 

Beport,  264 

liABoncHEBE,  Mr.  H.,  Northampton 
Africa 
Anglo-Oerman  Agreement,  1368 
Shir£— Charges  against  an  English  Coo- 
anl,  1486 
Army — Barracks — Plymouth,  1351 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  617, 

624 
Law  and  Jnstice 
Prisons  —  Portsmonth  —  Convict  Barton, 

68 
Proclamation  of  Meetini;  at  NorthamptOD, 
1663,    1783;    Bes.   1807,   1814,    1816, 
1821 
Local  Taxation  (Costoms  and  Kxcise)  Ihitisa 

Bill,  Committee,  1087,  1100,  1101 
Navy — Knights  of  Windsor,  55 
Parliament 
Business  of  the  House,  1166 ;  Bee.  1177, 

1188 
New  Standing  Order,  Bes.  1687 
Workmen  in  the  Honses,  1351 
Police  Snp<>ranntiation  Bill,  1783 
Supply- Metropolitan    Police,   1671,   1573. 

1574,  1575 
Western    Australia    Constitution    Bill,  Be- 

Committed,  429 
Windsor  Forest,  56 

Labour,  Trade,  and  Comtnerce 
British  Erports  to  the  United  Staleg,  Qo8» 
tion,    Mr.     H.    Vincent;     Answer,     Ute 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  Jaac 
9,333 
Compositora  of  the  "  Seottith  Leader,"  Qoes- 
tioD,Mr.C.  Graham;  Answers,  The  Speafcsr, 
The  Home  Secretary  June  20,  1479 
(Also  see  titles  Mines  and  Sioeating  Sifsiem} 

LuiOR,  Mr.  B.,  Queen's  Co.,  Leix 
Ireland  —  Land      Commission  •—  Qneeo's 
County,  1352,  1644 

Land  Registry 
Betum  ordered   and    prasented   June  3I>, 
1604 

LoM)  and  Justice  and  Police  (Englattd 
and  Wales) 

Aqnarium  Poster,  Question,  Mr.  Kelly  ;  An- 
swer, The  Home  Secretary  June  6, 66 

Bankruptcy  Administration,  Qnestion,  Mr. 
Kelly;  Answer,  The  President  of  die 
Board  of  Trade  Jane  5,  67 

Contempt  of  Court — Cote  of  ilr.  T.  HarriiOK, 
Qnrstions,  Mr.  E.  Lees;  Answers,  The 
Attorney  General  June  6,  161 ;  Jnna  U^ 
723 
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Lav)  and  Justice  and  Police  {England  and 
Wale*)— cont. 
County  Councils  and  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittees, ObserratioDS,  Earl  Spencer,  Lord 
Baaing,  Earl  Cowper,  Earl  of  Harrowby, 
Lord  Monk  Bretton,  Lord  Wenlook,  Earl 
of  Jersey,  Marqoesa  of  Hipon  June  24, 
1786 

County  Courts 

Croydon,  Queatioa,  Mr.  Milrain;  Answer, 

The  Attorney  General  June  10, 620 
Registrars,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Bradl:ingh  ;  An- 
swer, The  Attorney  General  June  9, 337 

Criminal  Law — Betting  Prosecutions,  Qnes  - 
tion,  Mr.  S.  Smith;  Answer, The  Home 
Secretary  June  23,  1625 

Electric  Lighting  Companies,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Dizon-Hartland ;  Answer,  The  Attorney 
General  June  9,  837 

Biglt  Court  of  Justice,  Qaestions,  Mr.  Cog- 
hill,  Mr.  3.  Kelly;  Answers,  The  Attor- 
ney General  June  6,  160  ;  Question,  Mr. 
J.  Kelly;  Answer,  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral June  9,  838 

Law  Officers  of  the  Croicn — Private  Practice, 
Qaestion,  Mr.'  S.  Buxton;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasary  June  23, 
1661 

Licensing  Laws 

Cromer  Justices,  Qaestion,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Wilson;  Answer,  The  Home  Secretary 
June  6,  67 
'"Sharps  v.  Wakefield,"  Qaestions,  Mr. 
Fiolcersgill,  Mr.  H.H.  Fowler;  Answers, 
The  President  of  the  Local  tiovemment 
Board  June  19,  1364;  Postponed 
Qaestion  June  20,  1486 ;  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Pickersgill ;  Answer,  The  President  of 
the  Local  GoTomment  Board  June  23, 
1642 
"Tied"  Public  Houses— Illegal  Clauses, 
Qaestion,  Mr.  Summers ;  Answer,  The 
Attorney  General  Juns  12,  724 

Magistrate/  Clerks,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Pickers- 
'  gill ;  Answer,  The  Home  Secretary  June 
16, 1003 

"Mitchell  V.  Begina"  Qaestion,  Mr.  C. 
Graham ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasnry  June  12,  724;  Questions,  Mr.  C. 
Graham;  Answers,  The  Secretary  for 
War,  The  Attorney  General  June  13,  852 ; 
Qaestions,  Mr.  C.  Graham  ;  Answers,  The 
Attorney  General,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasary  June  17, 1153 

O/encee  Under  38  <J"  89  Vic.  Cap.  86, 
Question,  Mr.  Caldwell ;  Answer,  The 
Attorney  General  June  16, 1044 

Petitions  of  Bight,  Question,  Mr.  C.  Graham 
Answer,  The  Attorney  a«neral  JuTte  6,  68 

Police 

Clothing,     Qaestion,     Hr.     Pickersgill; 

Answer,  The  Home  Secretary  June  24, 

1786 
Consolidation  of  Police  Orders,  Qaestions, 

Mr.    Pickersgill,  Mr.  Bnrdett-Ooatta ; 

Answers,  The  Home  Secretary  June  24. 

1791 

Itent. 


Law    and  Justice  and    Police   (England  and 
Wales)—  Police— €ont. 
Jarcis,    Constable,  Qaestion,    Mr.   T.  M. 
Healy;  Answer,  The  Home  Secretary 
June  24,  1788 
Metropolitan  Police  (see  Metropolis) 
Pay  and  Superannuation ,  Qaestions,  Mr. 
H.  Vincent,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Buchanan, 
Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler,  Mr.  Bordett-Coatts, 
Sir   W.    Haroourk,    Mr.    Laboachere ; 
Answers,  The  Home  Secretary,    The 
First  Lord  of   the  Treasury  June  24, 
1783 
Post  Office  Employis— Legal  Power  to  Fine, 
Qaestion,   Mr.  C.  Graham ;   Answer,  The 
Attorney  General  June  9,  336 ;    Question, 
Mr.  Conybeare;    Answer,   The   Attorney 
General  Jun<  19,  1370 

Prisons 

Aylesbury,  Questions,  Hr.  Pickersgill,  Mr. 
Bmnner;  Answers,  The  Home  Secre- 
tary June  19,  1365 

Chatham — Officials  and  Irish  Convicts, 
Questions,  Dr.  Kenny,  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ; 
Answers,  The  Home  Secretary  June  19, 
1357 

Clerks,  Qaestions,  Mr.  J.  M'Csrthy; 
Answers,  The  Homo  Secretary  June  5, 
69;  June  19,  1375 

Newgate  and  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  London,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Pickersgill ; 
Answer,  The  Home  Secretary  June  S,  54 

Portsmouth— Convict  Barton,  Question, 
Mr.  Labonchere;  Answer,  The  Home 
Secretary  June  6,  S6 

Warders  and  their  Uniform,  Question,  Mr. 
Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Home  Secre- 
tary June  13,  835;  Questionp,  Mr. 
Conybeaie,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  Answers, 
The  Home  Secretary,  The  Speaker  June 
16,  1039  ;  Qaestion,  Dr.  Kenny ; 
Answer,  The  Home  Secretary  June  19, 
1349 

Proclamation  of  a  Meeting  at  Northampton, 
Questions,  Mr.  Labonohere,  Mr.  Brad- 
laagk,  Sir  W.  Lawson ;  Answers,  The 
Home  Secretary  June  23,  1663  ;  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Laboachere,  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  Mr. 
C.  K.  Spencer,  Mr.  T.  M.  Hesly;  Answers, 
The  Home  Secretary  June  24,  1783; 
Motion  for  Adjoornment  of  thn  House 
June  24,  1807 

Public  Prosecutions,  Questiou,  Mr.  Pickers- 
gill ;  Answer,  The  Home  Secretary  June 
9,335 

Jibnnin^  Down  the  "  Oaprey  " — Prosecu- 
tion, Question,  Major  Basch  ;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasary  J  ne  20, 
1486 

Statutes,  Consolidation  of,  Qaestion,  Obser. 
Tations,  Earl  Stanhope,  The  Lord  Chan- 
oellor  June  28, 1619 

Vaccination  Pro'ecutions  —  Case  of  W. 
Cheney,  Qaestions,  Mr.  Channing,  Mr. 
Picton ;  Answers,  The  Home  Secretary 
June  16,  1045 

Lawrence,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Liverpool,  Aber- 
crrnnby 
Anglo-German  Agreement,  1366, 1480 
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Lawsox,  Mr.  H.  L  W.,  St.  Pancras,  W. 

Directon'  Liability  Bill,  Coasideration,  609, 
622 

Eoasingof  the  WorkiogCIassesActs  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2B.  1833 

Infectioua  biseaaes  Prevention  BUI,  Com- 
mittee, 598 

Metropolitan  FoHoe — Haetingi,  1658 

Foat  Office — Employes'  Meetiog>,  718 

Lawson,   Sir  W.,    Cumberland,   Cocker- 
inouth 
Local  Taxation  (Castoma  and  Exoiae)  Duties 
Bill,   1653  ;  Committee,   740,  749,  749, 
760,  915,  952,  1063, 1063,  1082, 1214 
LioeDsiDg — Brid^ton    Meeting    on    the 
Compensation  Claoaea,  69; — Propoaed 
Committee,  1156 
Proclamation  of  a  Meeting  at  Northampton, 
1664 

Lea,  Mr.  T.,  Londonderry,  S. 
Direotora'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  613 
Ireland — Light  Bailwaya  in  Donegal,  1010 

Leake,  Mr.  B.,  Lancas/Ure,  S.E.,   Rod- 
cliffe 
Ireland — Police  —  Cashel    and    Tipperary, 
1141 

Leaseholders  {Ireland)  Bill 

Qnestion,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  June  20,  1408 

Lees,  Mr.  E..  Old/iam 
Law  and  jTastice — Contempt  of  Court — Mr. 

T.  Harriaon,  161, 723 
Local  Taxation  (Castoma  and  Excise)  Duties 

Bill,  Committee,  574 
Sootlaind — Edinburgh  Artillery  Militia,  710 

Lefevbe,  Right  Hon.  J.  G.  Shaw,  Brad- 
ford, Central 

Aldershot  Roads  Bill,  2B.  1861 

Honsicg  of  the  Working  Clascei  Acts 
Amendment  Bill,  2R.  1847 

Ireland— Police  Watching,  1026, 1027 

Local  Taxation  (Castoma  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  1484 ;  Committee,  1073,  1084,  1718 

Leoh,  Mr.    T.   W.,    Lancashire,    S.W., 
Newton 
Beformatory  Schools  Bill,  3B.  642 

liEiGHTON,  Mr.  S.,  Shropshire,  Oswestry 

Africa 
Anglo-German  Agreement,  1366 
South  Abioa  Company,  1626 
Swaziland,  1626 

Central  London  Railway  Bill,  Consideration, 
146 

OoUnias -British  Snbjq^ts,  Bights  of,  Q8 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  Recovery  and  Redemp- 
tion Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  94        ^ 

Western  Aaatralia  Conatitntion  Bill,  65 


Lemo,  Mr.  J.,  Dundee 

Ireland— Police  Watching,  1147,  1358 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dntie* 

Bill,  Committee,  772,  1707 
Parliament— Ladies'  Gallery,  1128 
Foat  Office — International  "Telegrai^  Coo- 

▼ention,  161 

LETHBBiDaE,  Sir  B.,  Kensington,  N. 

Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Conaideration, 
1245, 1247,  1248,  1250,  1252,  1253,  1254, 
1265, 1262,  1263,  1269,  1270,  1276, 1878, 
1280,  1282, 1289,  1883,  1884,  1897,  1899, 
1901, 1908 

Honaing  of  the  Working  Claaans  Acts 
Amendment  Bill,  2R.  1829 

Local  Taxation  (Caatoma  and  Exciae)  Daties 
Bill,  Committee,  545,  909,  910,  911 

Supply — Metropolitan  Police,  1556 

Lbvbson-Gowee,  Mr.  G.  G.,  Stoke-npem- 
Trent 
Infectious  Diioases  Prevention  Bill,  Com- 
mittee, 600 

Lewis,  Sir  C.  B.,  Antrim,  N. 
Central  London  BailwayBUI,  ConsideratioD, 

144 
Parliament—  Basiness  of  the  House,  1170 

Licensed  Premises  {Local  AuUiarities) 
Return  ordered  June  6, 148 

Licensing  (see  Local  Taxation  {Customs 
and  Excise)  DtUies  Bill) 

Licensing  Acts  (Appeals)  Bill 

c.  Order  for  2R.  read  and    disobai^ed  i  Bill 
withdrawn  June  5,  140 

Lingen,  Lord 
Education,  Publio— Cost  of,  1467 

Literature,  Scietice,  and  Art 

South  Kensington  Museum,  Question,  Xr. 
Whitmore ;  Answer,  The  Secret*]^  to 
the  Treasury  Jane  12,  695 

Llewellyn,  Mr.  E.  H.,  Somerset,  N. 
Local  Taxation  (Cuatoma  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  767 

LLOiD-GEORaE,  Mr.  D.,  Carnarvon,  «fcc. 
Local  Taxation  (Castoma  and  Exoiae)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  871 

Local    Govebmuent    Board — President 
{see  Ritchie,  Bight  Hon.  C.  T.) 

Local  Government  Board — Secret  nry  to 
{see  Long,  Mr.  W.  H.) 
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Lodal  Government  Board  (England  and 
Wales) 

Axhriige  Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  Qnestion, 
Mr.  J.  CoUingBi  Ansirer,  The  President 
of  the  Local  Gorernment  Board  June  24, 
J798 

Bradford  Destructor,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Eeid  ; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
yemment  Boaxd  June  19,  1373 

Brixham  Harbour,  Qaestioo,  Mr.  Bmdlangh ; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local 
Gorernment   Board  June  19,  l!&26 

Census,  Ees.  (Lords)  Jvne  16,  950  j  Report 
of  Departmental  Committee,  Qaestion, 
Mr.  Woodall ;  Answer,  The  President  of 
the  Local  Qoremment  Board  June  12,  701 

Church  Hate  in  Wapping,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Fickersgill ;  Answer,  The  President  of 
the  Looal  Government  Board  June  12, 
702 

City  of  London  Lioery  Companies,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Ajiswer,  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  GoTemment  Board 
June  12,  703 

(See  also  Charity  Commissioners) 

Corporation  Destructor,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Pickersgill;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  June  5,  53 

County  Councils 

Jjiahility  of,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Rankin  i  An- 
swer, The  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  June  19,  1331 

Local  Taxation  Bill,  Questions,  Captain 
Vemey,  Mr.  S.  Lefevre  ;  Answers,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Bxohequer  June  20, 
1484 

iMndon,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Kimber;  Answer, 
The  President  of  the  Local  Goveru- 
ment  Board  June  16, 1005 

Standing  Joint  Committees,  Observations, 
Earl  Spencer,  Lord  Baaing,  Earl 
Cowper,  Earl  of  Harrowby,  Lord 
Honk  Bretton,  Lord  Wenlock,  Earl  of 
Jersey,  Marquess  of  Bipon  June  24, 
1736 

East  Haddon — Sanitary  Condition,  Qaes- 
tioDB,  Observations,  Earl  Spencer,  Lord 
Stanley  of  Alderley,  The  Paymaster 
General,  Earl  of  Kimberley  June  13, 
821 

Harrow  Weald  Sewerage  Works,  Qnes- 
tion, Mr.  Cobb ;  Answer,  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
June  17. 1123 

Jaekton,  Charles,  Cote  of,  Qaestion,  Mr.  0. 
Grabam ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Ix>cal  Government  Board  June  20, 1483 

Llandilo  Local  Board,  Qnestiun,  Mr.  L. 
Morgan;  Answer,  The  President  of 
the  Local  Qovemment  Board  Jvne  .20, 
1476 

Zocal  Taxation  Accounts,  Qnestion,  Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler;  Answer,  The  President 
o£  the  Local  Government  Board  June 
6,71 

jjgtocattle-under-Lyme  Corporation,  Qnes- 
tiOD,  Mr.  Bradlaagfa  ;  Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  June  17, 1128 

[cent. 


Local  Qovemment  Board  (England  and  Wales)^ 

cont. 
Ilegiatrar  Central's  Returns,  Qaestion,  Dr. 

Cameron ;    Answer,    The    President   of 

the    Local    Grovernment    Boird  June  23, 

1628 
Rivers  and    Watercourses,   Qaestions,    Ob- 

•ervations.  Lord  Belper,   Earl  of  Jersey 

June  24, 1763 

Local  Oovernment  Provismal  Orders 

(Ho.  6)  BiU 
c.  Motion  for  Committee  June  16,  994 

Local  Begistration  of  Titles  (Ireland) 
BiU 

c.  Ordered ;  Bead  1°  •  June  9,  440 

Local  Registry  of  Titles  (Ireland)  BUI 
Question,     Mr.     O'KeefEe;      Answer,    The 
Attorney   General    f  'r    Ireland  June  19, 
1852 

Local   TaoMtion  Accounts  (1889-90) 
Betam    ordered   and  presented   June   16, 
1116 

Local  Taxation  (Customs  and   Excise) 
Duties  Bill 

c.  Order  for  Committee  read  and  deferred 
June  9, 434 
Considered  in  Committee  June  10,  527;  June 
12,  789;  June  18,868;  June  16,1050; 
June  17, 1202  ;  June  19,  1377 ;  June  23, 
1690— E.P. 
Order  for  Committee  read  and  deferred  June 
24, 1821 

Local    Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise) 
Duties  BUI 
Qaestion,  Mr.  Summers ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord    of    the    Treasury  June    16,   1046  j 
Qaestion,  Mr.  Caine  ;  Answer,  The   Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Grovernment  Board 
June    19,    1370 ;   Qaestions,  Mr.  Caine, 
Sir  W.  Lawson  ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  June  28,  1652 
County  Counci J«,  Questiims,  Captain  Verney, 
Mr.  8.  Lefevre  ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  June  20, 1484 

Licensing 

Brewers  Owning  Public  Houses — iieturne, 

Qaestion,  Mr.  Summers ;  Answer,  The 

President    of  the    Looal    Government 

Board  June  12,  714 
Bridgeton  Meeting,  Questiomi,  Sir  G.  Tre- 

velyan.    Sir    W.    Lawson,    Mr.  H.  J. 

Wilson ;  Answer;,  The  President  of  the 

Local  Government  Board  Ju?ie  6,  69 
Grocers  and  Other  Ojy/ieenc**,  Questions, 

Major  Baaoh  ;  Answers,  The  President 

of  the  Local  Government  Board  June 

20,  1473 
High  Licences,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Summers; 

Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  theTreaanry 

June  24, 1797 

[tont. 
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ImcoI  Taxation  (Cuitotna  and  Exciie)  J>tttie$ 
BUI — oont. 

Li(;m$ing  Clatuee,  QoMtions,  Ur.  W.  E. 
QIacUtooe,  Mr.  T.  U.  Hasly,  Ur.  Stot«y, 
Mr.  C.  J.  Darling,  Mr.  T.  W.  BoMell, 
Mr.  D.  Crawford,  Mr.  Sobwann,  Sir  W. 
Earoonrt ;  Answera,  The  First  Jjord  of 
the  Treaaory,  The  Chief  Seoietery  for 
Ireland  June  23, 106S 

Mr.  Long  and  the  Brewing  Interest,  Qnes- 
tion,  Mr.  Storey ;  Answer,  Mr.  Long 
Jun«  20,1506 

Proposed  Committee,  Qnestions,  Mr.  Caine, 
Sir  W.  Harconrt,  Visoonnt  Wolmer,  Mr. 
H.Gardner,  Sir W.  Law»on,  Mr.  D.  Craw- 
ford ;  Anawers,  The  first  liord  of  the 
Treasnry  June  17,  H54 

Public  Houses  in  Burnley,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Summers;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Ezobeqaer  June  18,  701 

Registers  of  Licences,  Questions,  Mr.  Sum- 
mers, Mr.  Storey ;  Answers,  The  Home 
Secretary  June  16, 1018 

"Tied"  PublU  Houses,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Sammers;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  Junt  5,  62';  Question, 
Mr.  Summers  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney 
General  June  12,  724 

Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  and  the  Veputati'.n  of 
Licensed  Victuallers,  Questions,  Mr.  T. 
Fry,  Mr.  Storey;  Answers,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  June  21, 1805 

New  Amendment,  Questions,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  Mr.  W.  fi.  Gladstone,  Sir  W. 
Haroourt,  Sir  G.  Campbell;  Answers, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  The  Chief 
Secretarr  for  Ireland,  The  Speaker 
June  24, 1799 


LOKDON,  Bishop  of 

Central    London    Bailwsy    Bill,  2R.  1293, 
1306, 1310 


LoMO,  Mr.  W.  H.  (Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board),  Wilts,  Devizes 

Infections    Disease  Prevention  Bill,  Com- 
mittee, 599 
Ireland — Light  Bailways,  1489 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No. 

6)  Bill,  Res.  998 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,    770,  791,  800,  940, 
1092,  1212,  1214,  1215,  1237, 1238 
Licensing— Mr.    Long  and  the  Brewing 
Interest,  1507 
Orchards    Bating    Exemption    Bill,    Com- 
mittee, 629 

Lord  Adtocate,  The  (see  Robebtson, 
Right  Hon.  J.  P.  B.) 

LoBD  Lieutenant  or  Ibelamd — Chief  Se- 
cretory to  the  (sM  Baltour,  Bight 
Hon.  A.  J.) 


Lord  Presidemt  or  the  Coasca,  («m 
Crambbooe,  Viscount) 

Lord  Privy  Seal  (««e  Cadooah,  Earl) 

LoTHUN,  Marquess  of  (Secretary  for  Soot- 
laud) 
Xdnoation  of  Blind  and  Deaf  Mote  Cldldrea 
(SootUnd)  BiU,  2a  670 ;  Committee,  99S 

LowTHER,  Bight  Hon.  J.,  Kent,  Ide  0/ 
TiMmt 
Belfast    Corporation    Bill,    Instruction    to 

Committee,  Bea.  506 
Parliament — New    Standing    Order,  Select 
Committee,  Bes.  16C8,  1669 

LowiHER,  Mr.  J.  W.,   Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith 
Charity  Commissioners 
Denbighshire  Charities,  701 
Morell's  Charity,  1127 

LoWTHER,      Hon.      W..      Westmoreland, 

Appleby 
Metropolitan  Police— Chief  Commissioner, 

1504 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House,   Bes. 

1192 

Lubbock,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  J.,  London  Uni- 
versity 

Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  606, 
612,  624,  626,  628,  1265,  1277,  1280. 1286, 
1289 

Open  Spaces  Bill,  2B.  438 

Public  Librariea  Acts  Amendment  BiO, 
Committee,  580 ;  Order  for  Conunibtee,  806 

Salaried  Shop  Assistants'  Weekly  HsU- 
Uoliday  Bill,  2B.  439 

Shops  (Weekly  Half-HoUday  BiU),  2&.  439 

Supply — Public  Education,  176 

Lunacy 

Report  of  Commissioners,  Question,  Mr.  W. 
Corbet;  Answer,  The  Home  Sectetaiy 
June  23,  1628 

Ltell,  Mr.  L.,  Orkney  and  Shetland 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Exoiae)  Dntie 
Bill,  Committee,  1702 

Macartket,  Mr.  W.  E.,  Antrim,  S. 
Belfast  Corporation  Bill,  2B.  500,  601, 604 
Trees     (Ireland)     Bill,    Committee,    189; 
437;  Order  for  Committee,  1115 

Maclean,  Mr.  J.  M.,  Oldham 
Directors'     Liability     Bill,    Consideratioa, 

1253,  1257,  1267,  1268,  1276, 1885, 1890, 

1891,  1892 
Indian  Coonoils  Bill,  1048 

Maclure,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Lancashire,  SJ., 
Stretford 
Burnley  Bectory  Bill,  2B.  1762 ;  Bes.  1773 
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MAOir&aHTEN,  Lord 
Deeds  of  Arrangement  Bill,  20. 1734 

Mac  NbiiiL,  Mr.  J.  G.  S.,  Donegal,  S. 
Army — Medioal  Officers  in  Action,  1371 

Ireland 

Bviotione — Faloarregh,  842 
Literatnre  for  Workhoases,  1009, 1149 
Police— Portumna,  343,  1145 

FrisoDB 
Derry  Oaol,  Catholics  in,  1161 
M'Enery— Prison  Treatment,  1498 
Warders,  1144 

MoOabtan,  Mr.  M.,  Down,  S. 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill,  2B.  504 ;  Instmo- 
tion  to  Committee,  Bes.  609 

Ireland 

Donaghadee  Harbour,  346 
Holders  of  Town  Parks,  1087,  1148 
Land  Commission  — Belfast,  833 

Down  and  Antrim,  613 
liighthoiises — New  Island,  613 
Magistrates,  Catholic,   Appointment    of, 

1492 
Newtownard's  Farmers'  Association,  612, 

716 
Poor  Law— Ballymena  Onardians,  1496 
Registry  of  Deeds  Office,  704 

Post  Office 

National  Telegraphic  Conference,  1362 
Telegiaphists,  &a.,  717, 1037,  1366 

McCabtht,  Mr.  Justin,  Londonderry 
Ireland — Poor's  Bate,  Londonderry,  1489 
Prison  Clerks,  69, 1376 

McDonald,  Mr.  P.,  Sligo,  N. 

Cnstoms — Clerks,  1040 

Ireland — Police  at  Evictions,  1836 


McIiAOAN,  Mr.  P.,  Linlithgow 

Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  1417 

McLaebh,  Mr.  W.  S.  B.,  Cheshire,  Crevoe 
lufeotions  Diseases  Prevention  Bill,  Com- 
mittee, 681,   582,  683,  686,  688,  689,  690, 
691,  692 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  781 

Maddin,  Bight  Hon.   D.   H.  (Attomej 
(General  for  Ireland),  DvMin  Uni- 
versity 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  1894!, 

1908 
Ireland 
Land    Commission  —  Yalneif    Beports, 
1494 

Law  and  Jnstioe  and  Police 
Court  Bnles,  1012 

VOL.  CCCXLV.  [thied  SKBKS.]  [conf. 


Haddin,  Bight  Hon.  D.  H. — cont. 
Police 
Actions  Against — Payment  of  Costs, 

1342 
Case  of  Hr.  T.  Barry,  &o.,  1364 
Cashel  and  Tipperary,  Bes.  411,  412, 
413,  420 
Idmeriok  Harbour  Engineer,  714 
Stranorlar  Union — Poor  Bemoval,  1360 
Local    Begistry    of     Titles    (Ireland)  Bill, 

1368 
New  Licences    (Ireland)    Bill,    Order   for 

Committee,  1880 
Panper  Lun^ic  Asylums  (Ireland)  (Officers^ 

Superannuation)  Bill,  Committee,  1930 
Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland)  (1875)  Amendment 

Bill,  Consideration,  1907 
Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Bating  Bill,  Committee^ 
1447 

Malcolm,  Golonel  J.  W.,  Argyllshire 
Crofters,  380 

Malta 

Maltese  Marriages,  Question,  Kr.  Atkinson ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  June  9,  319;  Question, 
Mr.  Summers;  Answer,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  June  12,  726 ;  Qnestion, 
Hr.  L.  Morgan ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
for  War  June  13,  843;  Qnestion,  Mr. 
Summers ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  June  16,  1041; 
Questions,  Mr.  Summers,  Mr.  T.  H. 
Healy ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  June  17,  1140 

Maflb,  Mr.  J.  B.,  Carnbenodl,  Dulwich 
Salaried    Shop    Assistants'    Weekly   Half- 
Holiday  Bill,  2B.  439 

Masjobibanks,  Right  Hon.-  E.,  Bertoick- 
shire 
Mnnicipal  Elections  (Scotland)  Bill,  2B.  488 

Marriages  in  British  Embassies,  ftc., 
BiU 

c.  Considered  in  Committee  and  Reported  June 
26,  1930 

yiisua,  Mr.  E.  P.  M.,  Kilkenny,  N. 
Ireland — Incidence  of  Taxation,  707 

Mather,  Mr.W.,  Lancashire,  S.I!.,  Gorton 
Looal  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 

Bill,  Committee,  676 
Supply — Public  Education,  182 

Matthews,  Bight  Hon.  H.  (Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department), 
Birmingham,  E. 
Anglesey  Assizes  and  Quarter  Sessions  BiU, 

Committee,  438 
Goal  Mines 
Miners'  Wages — Deduction,  1021 
Morfa  Disaster,  1360 
Newton  Collieries,  842 

4  D  [cont. 
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Hattbbws,  Bight  Hon.  H.— eon^ 

Eoolesiatioal   Commigsionpn.— Church   Pro- 
perty and  B«Tennea,  334 
Home  Office  Contracts,  1630 
Labour 
Compoaiton    of    the   "  Scottish  Leader," 

1479 
Glasgow  Tailoring  Trade,  156 
Ijaw  and  Jnstice  and  Police 
Criminal  Law 

Aqnariam  Poater,  67 
Betting  Proaeoutions,  1266 
Licenaiti);  Lawn 
Cromer  Justices,  67 
Begistera,  1019 
Magistrates'  Clerks,  1008 
Metropolitan     Police     ((e«    snb-heading 
Metropolis) 
Clothing,  1787 

Consolidation  of  Orders,  1791 
Constable  Jarvis,  1788 
Prisons 

Aylesbnry,  1366 
Chatham — Irish  CooTicts,  1867 
aerks,  69,  1375 
Newgate,  64 

Portsroonth — Conriot  Barton,  58 
Warders  and  their  nniform,  886,  1039, 
1349 
Proclamation  of  a  Meeting  at  Northamp* 
,ton,  1663,  1784  ;  Ees.  1813,  1814 
Pnblic  Frosecntions,  336 
VacoinalioD  Proseontions — Case  of  Cheney  > 
1046 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  638,  640, 658, 1709, 1710, 
1711 
Lunacy  Commissioners'  Report,  1628 
Metropolis 
Hyde  Park  Demonstration,  616 

Police 

Epsom  Baces,  329 

Grievances,  Meetings,  &o.,  149,   1131, 
1132,  1133,  1134,    1328,  1362,  1658, 
1788 
Mr.    Monro's    Besignation,    735,    815, 

1046, 1504,  1506 
Pay  and  Superannuation,  1782 
Plymouth  Aericnltnral  Show,  1866 
Police  Courts 
Police  Office- Contracts,  1680 
Wandsworth,  New,  1324 
Processions — Betorns,  166 
Trafalgar  Square — Meetings,  1476, 1477 
Parliament — Boy  Messengers,  850 
Police  Superannuation  Bill,  611 
.Supply — Metropolitan    Police,    1621,   1528, 
1529, 1530,  1531,  1S32,   1541, 1588, 1690, 
1692 
Wales,  Burials  in,  1330 

Jiixismaa 

6uns  for.  Question,  Mr.  0.  T.  Morgan  ;  An- 
swer.  The  Secretary  for  War  June  19,  1849 

Port  Louie  a*  a  Coaling  Station,  Question, 
Admiral  Field ;  Answer,  The  Under  Se- 
cretary for  the  Colonics  June  13,  841 


Maxwbli,,   Sir  H.   E.   (A  Lord    of  tii* 

Treasury),  Wigton 
Customs    Clerks — London     and    Liverpool 

1369 
Friendly  Societies,  1331 
Ireland 

Light  Railways,  706 

Post  Office,  Dublin— Vacanoies,  510 

Post  Office — International  Telographio  Coo- 
ferenoe,  516 

Matne,   Admiral  B.  C,  Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest 
Navy— Stokers,  1373 

Meath,  Earl  of 

Central  London  Railway  Bill,  ?E.  1306 
County  Cotinoillors  (Qualifioation  of  Womeo) 

Bill,  2B.  261 
Protection  of  Children  Bill,  2R.  13 

Merchandise  Marks  Act   (see   Board  oj 
Trade) 

Merchant  Shipping  (see  Board  of  Trade) 

Merchant  Shippings  Acts  Amendment 
BiU 

{.  Returned    from    the    Commons    with    the 
Amendments  agreed  to  Ju/ne  5,  2 
Royal  Assuul  June  9,  261 

Metropolis 

Buildings  —  Hankey  Ifansi'/ns,  Question, 
Observations,  Viscount  Hardinge,  Itai 
Hennik<>r  June  17,  1119 

Hyde  Pari  Demonstration,  QoestionB,  Mr.  C. 
Darling,  Mr.  C.  Graham  ;  Anawars,  The 
Home  Secretary  June  10,  516 

Improvemtnti — Constitution  Mill,  Queation, 
Captain  Vemey  j  Answer,  The  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  June  17,  1134 

Police 

Ohief  Commissioner,  Questions,  Mr.  W. 
Lowther,  Mr.  0.  V.  Morgan,  Mr.  C. 
Graham,  Mr.  J.  Rowlands,  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor;  Answers,  The  Home  Se- 
cretary June  20, 1604 
Rest^na^ono/ifr.Mbnro,  Question,  HcJ. 
Stuart ;  Answer,  The  Home  Secretary 
June  12,  785 ;  Questions,  Itx.  J. 
Stuart,  Mr.  Fickersgill,  Sir  W.  Hst^ 
court,  Mr.  C.  Graham ;  Answers,  The 
Home  Secretary  June  13,  845  j  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Causton,  Sir  W.  Harcosrt; 
Answerg,  The  Home  Seoretaiy  Jma* 
16,  1046^"  . 

Epsom   Races,   Questions,   Mr.  BswuLitc, 

Mr.  O.  v.  Morgan ;  Anawns,  The  Home 

Secretary  June  9,  329 
Orievances — Meetings,  ^c^  QuesfciOD,  Kr. 

O.  An   Morgan;     Answer,    The    Hoae 

Secretary  June  6,  149  ;  Qaeations,  lb. 

Pickersgiil.  Mr.  G.  Brace,  Mr.  Bnrdett. 

Coutts,  Mr.  J.   Rowlands,    Mj.    T.    M. 

Healy,   Mr.     E.     Harrington,    Mr.   i. 

{eemt. 
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VsTBOPOLia — Police— coat. 

Stnart,  Sir  W.  Harcoart ;  ADSwera,  The 
Home  Secretary,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
!  Treasury  June  17,  1130 ;  Qaestion,  Mr. 

Bardett-Contts ;  Answer,  The  Home 
Secretary  June  19,  1329 ;  Qaestion, 
Mr.  C.  Graham ;  Ansirer,  The  Home 
Secretary  June  19, 1862 ;  Qaestion,  Mr. 
H.  L.  W.  LawRon  i  Answer,  The  Home 
Secretary  June  23,  1658 

Jamie,  Oonstaile,    Qaestion,   Mr.  T.   M. 
^  Healy;  Answer,  The  Home  Secretary 

June  24, 1788 

Qffieere,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Piokertgill;  An- 
swer, The  Home  Secretary  June  24, 
1788 

Plymouth    Agricultural   Show,   Qaestion, 
Mr.  J.  Rowlands ;    AnRwer,  The  Home 
''  Secretary  June  19,  1366 

'  Police  Courts — Wandmvorth  New  Police 
Courts,  Qiiestinos.  Mr.  Kimber,  Mr.  O. 
V.  Mnri;an  j  Answers,  The  Home  Secre- 
tary June  19,  1.324 

Superannuation,  Qnestion,  Sir  W.  Har- 
court ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  June  23,  1653 

Processions  in  London — Returns,  Qoestions, 
Mr.  J.  Rowlands,  Mr.  Cremer;  An- 
swerd,  The  Hume  Secretary  June  6, 
155 

Rahies  —  Muzzling  Order,  Qoestions,  Mr. 
Norris,  Sir  H.  Roscoe;  Answers,  The 
'  President  of  the  Board  of  Agfrioaltnra 
June  9,  331 

Trafalgar  Square — Meetings,  Questions,  Mr. 
C.  Graham,  Mr.  C.  Bentinck;  Answers, 
The  Home  Secretary  June  20,  1476 

Vetropolis    Management   Amendment 
Act  (186^)  Amendment  Bill 

'«.  Reported  and  Be- Committed  to  Committee 
of  the  whole  Hoose  Jun«  24, 1772 

Uetropolis  Management  and  Building 

Acts  (Amendment)  Bill 
■c.  Minutes  of  Evideuce  ordered  to  ber  printed 
June  17, 1173 
Rop-rted  and  Re-Committed  to  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  June  24,  1772 

Metropolitan  Hospitals,  die,  Select  Com- 

miitee 
I.  Addition  June  6,  141 

MiLVAiN,  Mr.  T.,  Durham 
Croydon  Connty  Court,  520 
Ba:iug  of  Machinery  Bill,  Order  for  Com. 
mittee,  1290 

■Minet 

Miners'  Wages,   Deductions  from,  Qaestion, 

Mr.  Bradlaugfa  ;    Answer,  The  Home  Se- 

'tre^a^y  June  16,  1021 
Morfa  Disaster,  Question.  Mr.  S.  T.  Evans  j 

Answer,   The  Home   Secretary  June  19, 

1869 
Newton  Collieries,  Question,   Mr.   Pbilipps  ; 

Answer,  The  Home  Secretary  June  13, 842 


MOLLOT,  Mr.  B.  C,  King's  Co.,  Birr 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  609, 
613,  1284 

Monk  BREn'ON,  Lord 
Local  OoTemment  Act,  1746 

Moneswell,  Lord 

Indastrial  Schools  Bill,  BIT.  633,  634,  686 
Sweating  System,  Res.  456,  459,  479 

Moboan,  Bight  Hon.  G.  Osborne,  i>««- 

bighshire,  E. 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  1247, 

1253,  1257,  1260,  1261, 1277,  1884,  1890 
Local  'Taxation  (Customs  and  Bzoise)  Datief 

Bill,  Committee,  784,  1112 
Tithe  Rent-Charge  RecoTery  and  Bedemp- 

tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  138 
Walep,  Burials  in,  1329 

MoBGAN,  Mr.  J.  L.,  Carma/rthen,  West 
Llandilo  Local  Board,  1476 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dntiet 

Bill,  Committee,  779 
Maltese  Marriagi  s,  843 

Moeqan,  Mr.  O.  V..  Battersea 
Electric  Lighting  Orders,  1780 
'     Gas  and  Water  Undertakings,  1328 
Manritiat,  Qnna  for,  1349 
Metropolis 

FoliCM.    149,  829; — Chief   Commissioner, 

1504 
Wandsworth  Police  Court,  1324 
South  Africa  Chartered  Compaar,  152 
Western  Australia  Constitution  Bill,  524 

MoELET,  Earl  of 

Parliament — Standing  Orders,  Amendment, 
950 

MoBLET,  Bight  Hon.  J.,  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne 
Cential  London  Railway  Bill,  2B.  1306 
Ireland  » 

Laud  Purchasa  Act — Applications  for  Ad- 

yanoes,  1486 
Police 
Following  Canon  Keller,  1775 
Tipperary  Affray,  734 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dntias 
Bill,  Committee,  572,    573,  1227,   1445, 
1446,  1.726 
Parliament 
Bnainesa  of  the  House,  140,   1164,  1166, 

1,345 
New     Standing     Order,    Select     Com- 

miUee,  Bes.  1685,  1686 
Questions  in  the  House,  1051 
Purchase  uf   Land  and   Congested  Districts 
(Ireland)  Bill— Mr.  Speaker  and  Instmc- 
tions,  346,  350 
Supply— Public  Edacatiou,  201 
Tithe  Rent-Charge  Recovery  and  Redemp- 
tion Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  112 
Weotem    Aaetralia    Constitution  Bill,  R-;- 
Committed,  429 
4  D  2 
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Treatment  of  Pritonerg,  Qaesliion,  Mr.  W. 
IsaaoBon  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  June  17, 1126 

Koveable  Dwellings  Bill 
«.  Order   tor  2B.  lead  and  deferred  June  10, 
680 

MuKDBLLA,  Right  Hon.  A.  J.,  Sheffield, 
Brightaide 

Bdnoation 

Code,  1002 

Soienoe  Grants,  1484 
Education  of  the  Blind  and  Deaf  Bills,  701 
Bndowed  Schools  Acts  (Christ's  Hospital, 

Webb's  Oharitv),  Kes.  819 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Bzcise)  Duties 

Bill,  Committee,  676, 677,  678 
Merchandise  Marks  Act — and  the  Bahamas, 

708 

Xvnieipal  Eleetions  (Scotland)  Bill 

e.Bead2<>/tm<9,4S8 

Considered  in  Committee ;  Beported  ;  Bead 
So*  and  passed  June  10,  580 
t.  Bead  1*  •  Jvme  12,  638 
Bead  8*  and  Committed  to  Standing  Com* 

mittee  on  Oeneral  Bills  June  16,  9tf8 
Beported  and  Be-Committed  June  17,  1122 

Oommittee  on  Be-Oommitment  and  Beported 

June  19, 1321 
Bead  8*  •  and  passed  Jwne  20, 1472 

MnsTZ,  Mr.  P.  A.,    Wanoickshire,  Tom- 
worth 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  1071 

MUBDOCH,  Mr.  C.  T.,  Beading 
Africa — Delagoa  Bay  Bail  way,  716 

Mdbpht,      Mr.    W.    M.,    DvMin,     St. 
PatricVi 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  624, 
627, 1261, 1276, 1881, 1882 

Navt 

Ohartt  and  Survey  i 

Albany  Pottage,  Question,  Mr.  B.  Bobert- 
son;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  June  10,  611 

Gate  of  Patrick  Iromb,  Question,  Mr. 
Webb ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  June  16,  1006 

HeligoUmd,  Question,  Colonel  Nolan  t  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  <A  the  Adniinlty 
Jwne  24,  1778 

Zambeti,  Question,  Sir  J.  Swinburne ;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty June  9,  829 

Ooalirtg  Btationt — Port  8t.  Loitit,  Question, 
Admiral  Field ;  Answer,  The  Under  Se- 
cretary for  the  Colonies  June  13,  841 

[cent. 


Naty — eont. 
Contracts 
Admiralty  Contraett,  Questions,  Mr.  Hin- 
bury,  Mr.  J.  Bowlands ;  Answers,  Ttas 
First  Lord    of  the   Admiralty  June   i, 
163 
Condemned  Meat,  Questions,  Dr.  Cameroat 
Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Ad> 
miralty  June  6,  64;  June  19,  1328 

Doelct 

Gibraltar,   Question,   Sir  J.   Swinburoei 

Answer,  The   First    Lord  of  the    A^ 

miralty  June  23,  1628 
Bheemeaii,  Question,  Mr.  H.   KnatnhbnU- 

Eagessen  ;    Answer,  The  First  Lord  at 

the  Admiraiiy  June  17, 1134 

Foreign  Xen-of-War  and  Britith  Porti^ei 
Ports,  Question,  Mr.  Hanbnry ;  Answer, 
The  First  Liord  of  the  Admiralty  Jum* 
24,  1778 

Uanoeuvret  at  Dover,  Question,  Mr. 
Gonrley ;  Answer,  The  First  Lcvd  at 
the  Admiralty  June  18,  837 

Medical  Department  —  Qretnroich  Hoipital 
Accounts,  Question,  Captain  Prioe;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  tbe  AdminHy 
June  17, 1134 

Officert 

Admiral  Colomh'e  Invention  {tee  sab-he'td- 
ing  SigrujlUng) 

Engineer  Officers,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  June  9,  324 ;  Question,  Cap- 
tain Price;  Answer,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  June  19, 1323 

Engineer  Students,  Qnestion,  Mr.  BraA> 
bkDgh;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  at 
tbe  Admiralty  June  20,  1478;  Qnes- 
tion, Captain  Price ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  tbe   Admiralty  ^U7i«  24,  1781 

Knightt  of  Windsor,  Qnestion,  Mr.  I^kboa- 
diere ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  at  the 
Admiralty  June  6,  56 

Uniform,  Question,  Captain  Price;  An- 
swer, Tbe  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
June  20,  1486 

Ordnance 
New  Magazine  Bifie,  Qaestioo,  Mr.  Hajf 
bary;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  June  18,  861 

Soyal  Naval  Reterve,  Question,  Mr.  Bon^d  ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
June  17,  1122 

Ships 

"  Barham,"  Question,  Mr.  Gonrley ;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty June  13,  888 

"  Egeria,"  Qnpstions,  E^ir  T.  Esmonde  ;  Aa- 
swers,Tbe  First  Lord  of  the  Admiimlty 
June  20,  1479;  June  24,  1785 

*'  Nesta,"  Loss  of,  Question,  Mr.  Nerilla  ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Adob- 
ralty  June  16, 1016 

"Sir  Richard  Fletcher" — Dsstruc^Km  ^ 
Sea  Birds,  Question,  Mr.  Webster ;  An- 
swer, The  Financial  Secretary  tcr  War 
June  12,  728;  Question,  Sir  H.  Yivna; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  f  or  War  Jtme  13, 
889 
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"  Triumph,"  Question,  Dr.  Tanner  t  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty Jun«  28,  1666 
Onder-Uamning,  Qnestion,  Hr.  Cox ;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
June  17, 1122 

SignaUing 

Flaihing  Signah — Admiral  Colomb's  Jn- 
vtntion,  Qnestion,  Mr.  W.  Isaacson] 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty June  17,  1126 ;  Questions,  Ob- 
serrations,  Lord  Elphinstone,  Lord 
Sndeley  June  20,  1449;  Qaestion,  Hr. 
Ballantine ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for 
War  June  20,  1503 

Stoikert,  Qaestions,  Mr.  Hanbory,  Admiral 
Uayne;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  June  10, 1872 

NiTiLLBjMr.  R.,  Liverpool,  Exchange 
Navy— Ships— "JTeeto,"  1016 

Hew  Licences  (Ireland)  Bill 

«.  Considered   in   Committee — B.P.    June   11, 
629 
Order  for  Committee  read  and  deferred  June 
16,1116;  June  24,  1880 

NsWfOnHSLAND 

Fishery  Bighti,  Qnestion,  Sir  Q.  Baden- 
Powell  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  June  6,  63 ;  Qnestion,  Sir 
T.  Esmonde  ;  Answer,  The  I7nder  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Alfairs  June  6,  156; 
Qnestion,  Mr.  Gonrley;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  Ju?ie 
10, 614;  Question,  Mr.  Flynn ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  for  Forrign  Affairs  June 
16, 1042  ;  Qnestion,  Mr.  W.  Bedmond ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  June  23,  1657;  Qnestions,  Dr. 
Cameron,  Mr.  W.  Bedmond :  Answers, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs 
June  24, 1778 

KoLLs,  Colonel  J.  P.,  Oalway,  iT. 

Heligoland— Chart,  1778 
'  Infections  Disease  Prei»ention  Bill,   Com- 
mittee, 686 
Inland  Bevenne  Begnlation  (Be-Oommitted) 

BUI,  16U2 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  646,  911 

.Superannuation  (War  Department)  Bill,  2B. 
484  ■ 

finpply — Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad, 
Beport,  240 

IfOBBis,  Mr.  E.  S^  Tower  Hamleta,  Lime- 
house 
Bomno— Bajah  Brooke,  1124 
Muzzling  Order,  881 
Supply — Metropolitan  Police,  1688 


Norton,  Lord 

Bdocation,  Public — Cost  of,  Ses.  1440 
Industrial  Schools  BUI,  3B.  636 
Beformatory  Schools  Bill,  SB.  644,  64 
Technical  Schools  Act,  1118 

O'Bbibn,  Mr.  P.,  Monaghan,  If. 
Ireland   • 

Law  and  Jnstice  and  Police 
Murphy,  John,  781 
Police  "  Shadowing,"  1636, 1637 
Prinons 
Tnllamore— Bev.  Dr.  M'Alroy,  1366 
Warders  and  their  Uniform,  1089 

O'Beiek,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Tipperary,  JV. 
Ireland 
Police — Charges  Against 
Sergeant  Lord,  1036, 1346 
Tipperary,  713 
Watching,  1040 

O'Bbibn,  Mr.  W.,  Cork  Co.,  N.E. 
Ireland— Police,  Conduct  of,  in  Oaahel  and 
Tipperary,  Bes.  387,  411 

O'CoHNOB,  Mr.  A.,  Donegal,  E. 

BMt  India   (Civil  Servants),  Select  Oom> 

mittee,  Bes.  440,  1115,  1728 
Ireland 
Police 

Charges  Against,  at  New   Tipperary, 

1848 
"Shadowing,"  1639 
Stranorlar  Union — Poor  Bemoval,  1S60 
Parliament 

Business  of  the  House,  1168 
New  Standing  Order,  Select  Committee, 
Bes.  1666 
Supply — Embassies  and  Missions   Abroed, 

Beport,  261 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Beoovery  and  Bedemp* 
tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  138 

O'CONHOB,  Mr.  J.,  Tipperary,  S. 
Ireland 
Police 
Cashel  and  Tipperary,  1022, 1032,  1888 
"  Shadowing,"  1028, 1024^  1026, 1028 
Tipperary  Schools,  1648 
Prisons— Chatham — Irish  Convicts,  1867 

O'CoNNOB,  Mr.  T.  p.,  Liverpool,  Scotland 
Anglo- German  Agreement,  1869 
Leaseholders  (Ireland)  Bill,  1498 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Dntiea 

BUI,  946;  Committee,  1378, 1878 
Metropolitan  Police — Chief   Commissioner, 

1604,  1606 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Honse,  1172 1 

Bes.  1186, 1188 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Becovery  and  Bedemp- 

tion  BUI,  Order  for  Committee,  186 

Offences  Committed  Abroad  Bill 

i.  Bead  2*  and  Committed  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  Bills  Belating  to  Law,  Ao.  Jwifl 
6,  0 
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Offices  Under  the  Crown  (Vacation  of 

Seats)  Bill 
e.   Order     for     2B.     read  ;  Bill    withdrawn 
June  24,  1880 

O'Hanlon,  Mr.  T.,  Cavan,  E. 

Inoonie  Tax— Commercial 'Trayellers,  617 

O'Kebffb,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Limerick  City 
Ireland 
Army — Hunster  Fasilierg,  1791 
Criminal  Law,  lEo.,  Aot 
M'Enery,  O'Meara,  Ac. — Prison   Treat- 
ment, 340, 1497,  1649 
Limeriok  Harbonr  Bngineer,  714 
Police — Meetings  in  Ennia,  SSiS 
Prisons— Warders'  Uniforms,  1349,  1648 
Local  Registry  of  Titles  (Ireland)  Bill,  1352 

O'Kellt,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Roscommon,  N. 
Anglo-German  Agreement,  1867, 1480,  1482 
Ireland 
Land  Commiaoion — Bosoommon  OonntT, 
1491 

On  Licences 
Betnrn  ordered  Jwm  20,  1510 

Open  Spaces  Bill 

«.  Order  for  2R.  read  and  deferred  June  9,  488 

Orchards  Rating  Exemption  Bill 
c.  Considered  in  Committee  and  reported  June 
11,  628 

As   Amended    Considered;    read  3»*   and 

.   passed  June  26,  1906 

Ordnance  Survey  (see  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture) 

Ordnance  Survey 
Betam  ordered  June  17, 1175 

Pabkee,  Mr.  C.  S.,  Perth 
Local  Taxation  (Oostoma  and  Excite)  Duties 
Bai,  Committee,  1406 

Ijparliamntt 

LOBDS— 

Business  of  the  House 

Standing  Orders  considered  and  dispensed 
with  Jiine  6,  2 

Standing  Order  47  Amended  June  16,  960 
.Oommittee  of  Selection  for  btanding  Com- 
mittees,   EeportB,    June  6,  141  j    June  9, 
817  s  June  12,  678 ;  June  17,  1117 

Attendance  of  Peers,  Observations,  Lord 
Ribblesdale,  Visconnt  Oranbrook,  Earl 
Qranyille,  Earl  of  Selbome  June  23, 1605 

Om«u<  Petition,  Presented  June  16,  919 

De  Wahull  Barony,  Petition  of  Constantia 
Elizabeth  Chetwood-Aiker  to  admit   her 
"•■    Sdocession  read  and  referred  to  the  Oom- 
mittee of  Privileges  Jutw  6,  1 

[_e<mt. 


Pabliambnt— Commons— eon*. 

Berkeley  Peerage,  Petition  of  Randal  Mow- 
bray Thomas  for  a  Writ,  presented,  road, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Privi- 
leges  June  24,  1788 

Ifew  Peers 
June  16— H.R.H.  Prince  Albert  Yiotor 
Christian  Edward  of  Wales,  Earlof 
Athlone  and  Duke  of  Clarence  and 
ATondale.  The  House  acquainted 
of  the  creation,  and  recommended 
to  consider  the  place  H.R.fi. 
■honld  occupy  in  the  Honse,  con- 
sidered and  Reported  June  17, 
1117 ;  Queen's  Assent  and  Intzo- 
duction  of  H.R.H.  June  23,  1605 

Sat  First 
June  5 — The  Earl  of  Craven 

Took  the  Oath  /or  the  First  Time 
Jtme    5 — The  Lord  Reay 
June  19 — The  Lord  Bishop  of  Dnrham 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  Saliabory^ 

COMMONS—  ' 

Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Roojiu    (Houee  of 
Commons),  Select  Committee  /une  26,  1931 
Puii2tc  Petittone  Commtitee,  Report  June  17, 
1174;  June  24,  1806 
Maharajah  of  Bewah  Petition,  Ordered  t» 
be  printed  June  23,  1622 
Committee  of  Selection,  Report  June  6, 148 

Business  of  the  ffotue 

Questions,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Childere,  Sir  W. 
Harcourt,  Mr.  Bradlangh,  Sir  G.  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  Bryoe,  Mr.  Csaaton,  Mr.  Conj- 
beare  ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  June  6,  69 ;  QneatiooB, 
Mr.  J.  Morley,  Mr.  B.  Reed;  Answen, 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  Jun«  6,  140; 
Questions,  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis,  Sir  A.  Sonh- 
wick  J  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  June  6,  160 ;  Qnestioo,  Mr. 
J.  E.  Ellis;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  June  9,  889 ;  Qnesuons,  Mr. 
J.  B.  Ellis,  Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone,  Mr. 
Howell ;  Answers,  The  Firat  Lord  of  the 
Treaanry  June  12,  726;  Questions,  Mr. 
Oaine,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler, 
Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Parnell,  Sir 
W.  Harcourt ;  Answers,  The  President  tA 
the  Local  Governnient  Board,  The  Fiiat 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  The  President  of  tHe  Board 
of  Trade  June  12,  736;  Qnesdon,  Mr. 
Sexton ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  June  13,  869;  Qneationii,  Mr. 
Sexton,  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mr.  Gaine,  Mr. 
Buchanan  ;  Answers,  The  First  L  jrd  of 
the  Treasury  June  16,  1049  ;  Statement 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith ;  Questions,  Mr.  Ssoc- 
ton,  Mr.  A.  O'Connor,  Mr.  W.  E.  GladstoQ^ 
Mr.  J.  Morley,  Mr.  DiUon,  Mr.  BradUnd^ 
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Pablujibmt— Commons — Butmeaa  of  the  Houte 
— oont. 

Mr.  Ohilders,  Mr.  £.  Bobertaoo,  Sir  U- 
Kaj-Shattleworth,  Mr.  J.  £.  £lli«,  Mr.  P. 
Williams,  Captain  Vemey,  Mr.  H.  Gard- 
ner, Kr.  Baamann,  Mr.  liabouchere,  Mr. 
D.  Crawford,  Mr.  S.  Bozton,  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Waddy,  Mr.  Picton,  Dr. 
Tanner,  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler  ;  Answers,  Mr. 
W.H.  Smith,  Mr.  fiiichie,  Mr.  A.  J. Balfour, 
June  17,  1157;  Motion  for  Adjonnunent 
of  the  HoDSe  June  17,  1177;  Qnestion, 
Mr.  Esslemont;  Answer,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasary  June  19,  1371 ;  Qaestion, 
Sir  W.  Haroourt ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  June  19,  1377  ;  Qaestions, 
Sir  O.  Campbell,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  T. 
M.  Hcaly,  Mr.  Hunter;  Answers,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  June  20,  1609; 
Qnestion,  Mr.  Dillon ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  June  23,  1662; 
Qnestion,  Sir  W.  Haroonrt ;  Answer,  The 
Ohanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  June  26, 
198 

Sittings  and  Adjournment  of  the  H<yu»e 

Motion  for  Adjournment  to  discuss  the 
Conduct  of  the  Police  in  Cashel  and  Tip- 
perary  'Jane  9,  361 

Motion  for  Adjournment  to  discuss  Public 
Business  June  17,  1177 

Motion  for  Adjournment  to  discuss  the  Pro- 
hibition of  Public  Meeting  (Northampton) 
June  a,  1807 

Standing  Orders,  Besolation  from  Com- 
mittee Beported  June  6,  148 ;  Besolntions 
Aeported  and  Agreed  to  June  17,  1174 

Sew  Standing  Order  to  facilitate  the  con- 
sideration of  Bills  partly  considered  in 
the  ensnini;  SoHsion  of  the  Fame  Parlts- 
nient,  Kps.  June  20,  1506 ;  Motion  for 
Select  Committee  June  23,  1664 

Metnber$ 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  and   Mr.  J.   Redmond, 
Questions,  Mr.  J.  Redmond  ;  Answers,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour  June  10,  624 


Miaedlaneout 

Public  Aeeoantt  Committee — ArrangemeiU  of 
the£(ti»witei<,Qne8tion,  Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttle- 
worth;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  Jane  24,  1795 

Public  Petitions — Type-Written  Petitione, 
Qnestion,  Dr.  Cameron;  Answer,  The 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Petitions 
June  19,  1321 

Queetioni  in  the  Houte,  Questions,  Mr.  H.  T. 
EnatchbuU-Hugessen,  Mr.  J.  Morley  ;  An- 
swers, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
June  23,  1660 

Rulea  and  Order  of  Debate  (see   The 
Speaker) 

[cont. 


PaSLUMBNT— COMMON'S — COnt. 

JV«o  Write 

June  13 — For  Donegal  County  (Northern 
Division),  v.  James  Edward 
O'Doherty,  Esquire,  Chiltem 
Hundreds 

/uRe24 — For  Borough  of  Barrow-in-Furness, 
1'.  William  Sproston  Caine, 
Esquire,  Manor  of  Nortbstead 

iVew  Members  Sworn 
June  5— John  Ruche,  Esquire,  fur  County 
of  Galway  (East  Galway  Diyi- 
sion) ;  James  Dalton,  Esquire, 
West  Donegal  (Division  uf  the 
County  of  Donegal) 

PALACE    OF    WESTMINSTER 

House  of  Commons 

Boy  Afessengen,  Question,  Mr.  Con^bearej 
Answer,  The  Home  Secretary  June  13, 
860 

Ladie^  Gallery,  Questions,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Sir  G.  Campbell,  Mr.  Leog :  Answers,  The 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  June  17, 
1127 

Workmen,  Questions,  Mr.  Labonohere,  Mr. 
C.  Graham ;  Answers,  Tue  First  Com- 
missioner of  Work*,  Tbe  Sp°aker  June  19, 
1351 

Parliamentary  Constituencies 
Address  for  Beturu  Juiif  12,  692 

ParliametUary  Proceedings 

Retnm  ordered  and  ijresenced  June  17>  1844 

Pjlrnbll,  Mr.  C.  S.,  Cork 
Ireland 
Police 
Cashel  and  Tipperary,  421,  733.  lOlS, 

1022,  10^2 
"  Shadowing,"  1023 
Prisons — Catholic  Prisoners,  1162 
Parliament — Business  of   the  House,  787  ; 
Res.  1181 

Pauper    Lonatic    Asylums   (Ireland) 

(Officers'  Saperannaation)  Bill 
e.  Considered    in    Committee — R.P.  June    13, 
946 
Considered  and  Rpported  June  25,  1930 

Pavmaoteb  Qenbeal  (see  Jeesbt,  Earl  of) 

Pease,  Mr.  A.  E.,  York 

Africa 

Congo— Sin  ve  Trade,  346 
Spheres  of  Influence,  722 

Infections  Diseases  Prevention  Bill,  Com- 
mittee, 686,  688 

Peasb,   Sir  J.   W.,   Durham,  Barnard 
Castle 
Hares  Preservation  Bill,  Committer  1913 
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Pier  and  Harbour  Provisioiul 
(No.  4)  BiU 

e.  Eead2°»7un«12,681 


Pkel,  Bight  Hon.  A.  W.  (see  Speakbb,  i  Picton,  Mr.  J.  A.— «mt, 
The)  -      ^       '     - 

PiLLT,  General  Sir  L.,  Hackney,  N. 
Sopply — Metropolitan  Police,  1546 

PBSCT,Earl 

Protection  of  Children  Bill,  2B.  21 

Pbtkbboeough,  Bishop  of 

Children's  Life  Inaoranoe  BiU,  2B.  961,  980, 
981,  983,  984,  989,  991 

Pharmacy  .^ot  (Ireland)  (1876)  Amend- 

ment  Bill 
«.  Considered  in  Committee — B.P. — JvMe  11, 
632 
Order  for  Committee  read  and  deferred  Jwne 

16,1446 
Conridered  in  Committee  and  Beported  JvMe 

20,  1603 
Aa  Amended  Considered  s  Debate  Adioomed 
Jvtne  25, 1907 

Philipps,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Lanark,  Mid 
Local  Tuation  (Oostoma  and  Bzoue)Onties 

Bill,  Committee,  1402, 1408 
Newton  Collieries,  Camboslang,  84^ 

PionBSOiu.,  Mr.  E.  H.,  Bethnat  Green, 
S.W. 
Obarity  Oommissionert — Morell's  OharitT, 

703,  1126 
Obnroh  Rate  in  Wapping,  708 
OiWI  Establishments — Appointments,  1127 
Housing   of     the  Working     Classes   Acts 

Amendment  Bill,  2B.  1839 
Inland  Berenne  Begulation  Bill,  Be-Com- 

mitted,  1696 
hkw  and  Joatioe  and  Police 
Licensing—"  Sharp  v.  WakeBeld,"  1864, 
1486,  1642 

Magistrates'  Clerks,  1003 
MeiropoIiUn  Police,  1130, 1133, 1788 
Police 

Clothing,  1786 

ConsolidatioQ  of  Orders,  1791 
Prisons 

Ayle^burjr,  1365 

Newgate,  64 
Pnhlic  Proeecations,  835 

Local  Government  Board — Corporation  De- 

stniotor,  63 
Local  Taxation  (Costoms  and  Ezdae)  Dntiea 

Bill,  Committee,  564 
Panper  Children — Sonth  Grove  Union,  617 
Supply — Metropolitan  Police,  1632 


Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Dntiaa 

Bill,  Committee,  628,  629 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Hooae,  1172 
Supply 

Metropolitan  Police,  1676,  1684 

PnbUo  Education,  162,  225 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  Beoovery  and  Bedemp- 
tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  126 
Vaccination  Prosecutions — Case  of   Cheney, 

1046 


rder 


Order 


Pier    and    Harbour  Provieional 
(iTo.  4)  BiU 
Question,    Mr.   Conybeare ;    Answer,     The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ^itae  13, 
850 

PaKEBTOH,  Mr.  J.,  Gakoay 
Ireland— Light  Uailways,  341,  62S 
Purchase  of  Land  and  Congested   Distiiois 
(Ireland)  BiU,  620 


Places  of  Worship  (Sites)  BUI 

c.  Order  for   2R.   read,  and  discharged; 
withdrawn  June  9,  438 


Bin 


PiOTON,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Leicetter 
Africa— Sierra    Leone— Mr.  0.    Crawford, 

380 
Bumlpy  Beotorr    Bill,     Committee,     Bea. 

1772 
Education  Code  (1890)   Grant,   Bea.  1692, 

1693 
Ireland— Police  "  Shadowing,"  1146,  1348 

[eeitt. 


Plittaib,  Right  Hon.  SirlrTon,  Leedt, 
S. 
British  and  Foreign  Spirits,  Bea.  1732 
Snpply — Public  Ednoation,  216 

Plunket,  Bight  Hon.  D.  B.  (First  Com- 
misaioner  of  Works,  See.),  JhMm 
University 
Metropolis — Constitntion  Hill,  1134 
Parliament 

Ladies'  OaUery,  1127 
Workmen,  1351 

Police  (tee  titles  Law  and  Juatiee  ami 
Pdice,  and  Metropolis) 

PoUee  Bill 

c.  Ordered  ;  Read>l°  •  June  12,  739 

Police  (Scotland)  Bill 

c.  Ordered ;  Bead  P  •  June  83, 1664 

Police  Superannuation  BiU 

Question,  Mr.  H.  Vincent ;  Answer,  Tk* 
Home  Secretary  Jtme  10,  511 

PooB  Law  (ENauND  and  Walks) 

Pauper  Qhildren  —  South  Omrn  Umiim, 
Qoestion,  Mr.  Pickersgill;  Anaw^,  Tks 
President  of  the  Local  QoremiBent  Boaid 
June  16,  617 

Wandsworth  and  Claphcan  l7n«oi» — Coat  if 
Charles  Jackson,  Qoestion,  Mr.  C.  Orabam  i 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Lool 
Government  Board  June  20, 1488 
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Poor  Law  (IreUmd)  Bating  Bill 

«L  Considered  in  Oommittee   Jtma    10,  680$ 
J%me  16,  1116— B.P. 
Oonaideied  in  Committee  and  Beported  Jun« 
19,  1447 

Post  OmoE 

Avuttralia — Telegraph  ic  Oommunieation,  Q  uea- 
tion,  Sir  G.  Baden-Po<r<>ll ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  June  IS, 
840 

India — A1ppoi1^tmenU,  Questions,  Mr.  Br«d- 
langh  ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary 
for  India  June  5,  61 ;  June  9, 320 

Irelamd 
Belfast  'Telegraph  Department,  Postponed 

Qaestion  June  23,  1636 ;  Question,  Ifr. 

Sexton )     Answer,      The     Fostmaatar 

General  June  24, 1792 
Bruro — Poatmaetership,  Question,  Mr.  W. 

Abraham  (Limerick,  W.)  ;  Answer,  The 

Postmaster  General  June  6,  64 
Dublin — Vacancies,  Qaestion,  Mr.  T.  Har- 
rington;   Answer,    A    Lord    of   the 

Treasury  June  10,  810 
Oalway    Accommodation,    Question,    Mr. 

Foley  i  Answer, ThePostmaster  General 

June  20,  1493 
Kilnaleck — Teie^ranu,  Question,  Mr.  Enozt 

Answer,  The  Postmaster   General  June 

9,827 
llanoo,  Poet   Office  at,  Question,   Mr.  W. 

Bedmond  ;    Answer,    The  Postmaster 

General  June  16,  1009 
BtradhoLly,  Question,   Mr.  P.  J.  Pnwer; 

Answ«-r,  The  Postmaster  General  June 

24, 1796 

Miieellaneou* 
Btprtss    Letter  Poet,    Question,  Mr.  H. 

Heaion;      Answer,     The     Postmaster 

General  June  6, 167 
Penny  Postage  Revenue,  Question,   Mr.  H. 

Watt ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 

June  6,  61 
Postal  Blocks,  Question,  Mr.  C.  Graham ; 

Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  June 

19,  1363 

Telephone,  Qnestion,  Sir  J.  Poleston  t 
Answer,  The  Postmaster  Genera]  J<tn« 

20,  1476 

QfieiaU 

Countermen,  Postponed  Question  June  28, 
1683  ;  Qnestion,  Mr.  Oremer;  Answer, 
The  Postmaster  General  June  24,  1797 

Employi^  Orievances,  Meetings,  0ntone, 
S'c  ,  lliseellaneous  Questions,  Qaestiona, 
Mr.  C.  Graham;  Answers,  The  Post- 
masu-r  General  June  9,  324,  325; 
June  19,  1863;  Qnestion,  Mr.  C. 
Graham;  Answer,  The  Attorney 
General  Jutm  9,  336  ;  Questions,  Mr.  0. 
Graham,  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Oonybeare, 
Mr.  Winterbotham ;  Answers,  The 
Postmaster  General  June  12,  718; 
QueBtions,  Mr.  0.  Graham,  Mr.  Cony- 
beare,  Earl  Cumpton,  Mr.  J.  fiowlands ; 
Answers,  The  Postmaster  General  June 
18,  868;  Questioni>,  Mr.  Oonybeare; 
Answers,  The  Postmaster  General  Jwns 


Post  Ofticb — OJicioJe— cont. 

16,  1034;  June  19,  1329;  Questions, 
Mr.  Oonybeare,  Mr.  0.  Graham; 
Answers,  The  Postmaster  General  June 
16,1036;  June  24,  I7t>9,  1790;  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Oonybeare,  Mr.  0.  Graham, 
Mr.  Winterbotham,  Mr.  Storey;  An- 
swers,  The  Postmaster   General    June 

17,  1135 ;  Qnestion,  Mr.  Oonybeare ; 
Answer,  Tte  Attorney  General  June 
19, 1870 ;  Qnestion,  Sir  T.  Bsmonde  ; 
Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  Jime 
20,1498 

Jubilee  of  the  Penny  Postage — Smployje* 
Holiday,  Qoest'on,  Mr.  Bradlangh;  An- 
swer, The  Postmaster  General  Jttne  6, 
62 

Post  Offices 

Twineham — Irregularities,  Qnestion,  Mr. 
Bradlangh;  Answer,  The  Postmaster 
General  June  24, 1793 

Bates 

Australia,  Question,  Sir  G.  Baden-PoweU ; 
Answer,  The  Portmsster  General  June 
12,  721 

Scotland 

Limerigg  Post  Office,  Question,  Mr.  3. 
Bolt-in  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasory  June  23,  1656 

Telegraphs 

Gable  Companies  and  Government  Mes- 
sages, Qnestion,  Sir  G.  Baden-Powell; 
Answer,  The  Seorecary  to  the  Treasury 
June  12,  721 

Eastern  Telegraph  Companies,  Question, 
Mr.  Summers ;  Answer,  The  Ohanoellor 
of  the  Ezcbeqaer  June  9,  823 

Employes'  Orievances,  ^c,  Qaestions,  Mr. 
M'Cartan ;  Answers,  The  Postmaster 
Geueral  June  12,  717;  June  16,  1037; 
June  19,  1366;  Question,  Earl 
Compton ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster 
General  June  13,  841 

International  Telegraphic  Convention, 
Question,  Mr.  Leng;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master General  June  6, 161 ;  Qnestion, 
Mr.  J.  Wilson  ;  Answer,  A  Lori  of  the 
Treasury  June  10,  616 ;  Qnestion,  Mr. 
Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  June  18,  842 ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  M'Cartan ;  Answer,  The  Pes'- 
master  General  June  19, 1862 

Post  Office  Mail  Contract  (East  Coast 
o/ Africa,  Zanzibar) 
Motion  June  18, 946 

Post  Office  Mail  Gontracta  ( West  India) 
Betnm  ordered  June  lb,  1116 

PowHi,  Mr.  P.  S.,  Wigan 

Bdncation  Code  (1890)  Bill,  2B.  226 
Housing    of   the     Working    Classes   Acts 

Amendment  Bill,  2B.  1849 
Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Bill,  Oom- 
mittee, 601,  606 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  an<1  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Oommittee,  1220,  1221,  1229 
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PUB 


BAN 


PowsLL,  Mr.  F.  S. — eonU 

Pablio  Health  Act  Amendment  Bill ;  Order 
for  Committee  on  Re-Commitment,  436, 
437 
Supply — Public  Ednoation,  189 

Power,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Water/ord,  E. 
Ireland 
Criminal  Law,  &c.  Act — Redmond,  Mr.  C. 

P.,  1376,  1500 
Police— Following  the  Rev.  J.  Power,  729 
Po8C  Office— Stradbally,  1795 

POWEB,  Mr.  R.,   Water/ord 
Ciril  Service  Clerks,  708 
Ireland — Criminal    Law,  Ac.  Act — Ftaher, 
Mr.  H.  D.,  1495 

POWERSOOUKT,  Visoount 
Central  London  Bailway  Bill,  2&.  1300 

Powis,  Earl  of 
Army— New  Barracks,  678 
Reformatory  Schools  Bill,  3R.  646 

Price,  Captain  G.  E.,  Devonport 

Herohant  Shipping  (Life- Saving  Appliances) 
Act,  333 

Nary 
Greenwich  Hospital,  1134 
Officers 

Engineers,  1323 

Engineer  Students,  1781 

Uniforms,  1485 

Prime    Minister    (see    Salisbubt,  Mar- 
qness  of) 

Private  BUI  Procedure  (Scotland)  BUI 
Qdestion,   Mr.   Bryce ;  Answer,  The   First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  June  9,  339 

Protection  of  Children  Bill 

I.  Read  2*  and  Committed  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  General  Bills  June  5,  18 
Bill  withdrawn  Jwne  24,  1733 

Pbotand,    Mr.    A.  D.,  Glasgow,  Black- 
friars,  <Ste. 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
BUI,  Committee,  801 

Public  ElemerUary  Sclwols 
Betnm  ordered  June  12,  693,  696 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

c.  Order  for   Committee   on  Re-Oommitmetit 
read  and  deferred  Jtme  9,  436 

Pablic  Health    (Scotland)  Act  (1867) 
Amendment  Bill 

f .  Ordered  j  read  l"  •  Jrnie  18,  1291 
Bead  2°*  June  25, 193U 


Public  Libraries  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

«.  Considered  in  Committee — b.f.  June  10, 57d 
Order  for  Committee  read,  and  deferred  June 
12,808 

PUMSTON,  Sir  J.  H.,  Devonport 
Central  London  Railway  Bill,  OonsideratioD, 

146 
Supply — Pnblio  Ednoation,  224 
Telephones,  1476 

Pnrcliase  of  Land  and  Congested  Dis- 
tricts (Ireland)  BUI 

c.  Considered  in  Committee — ^b.p.  June  9,  428 
Ur.  Speaker  and  the  Instructions  Jimc  9, 
346 

Purchase   of  Lwnd  and  Congested  D%»- 
tricts  (Ireland)  Bill 
Questions,   Mr.  Finkerton,   Mr.  E.  Harring- 
ton, Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers,  The  First  Lotd 
of  ibe  Treasury  June  10,  520 
lfewtou:nard' s  Farmers' Association,  Qnestion, 
Mr.  M'Cartan ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary JtiM  12,  716 

QuiLTEE,  Mr.  W.  C,  Suffolk,  Sudbury 
Copyrights,   British — American    Piracy  rf, 
1477 

BuKES,  Bight  Hon.  H.  C.  (Postmaster 
General),  Cambridge  University 
Post  Office 
Ireland 

Belfast  Telegraph  Department,  1793 
Brura — PoBtmastenhip,  64 
Gal  way— Accommodation,  1495 
Kilnaleok— Telegrams,  827 
Manoo,  1010 
Stradbally,  1795 

Miscellaneous 
Express  Letter  Post,  157 
Penny  Postage  Beveune,  52 
Postal  Blocks,  1363 
Telephone,  1476 
Officials 

Countermen,  1797 

Employes'    Grievances,  Meetings,    Aix, 
325,  718,  854,  1034,  1036,  11^  1137, 
1138,  1139,  1329,  1363,  1498,  1790' 
Jnbilee  of  the  Penny  Postage — Anptoyi/ 
Holiday,  52 
Post  Offices 

Twineham — Irregularities,  1793 
Rates — Australia,  721 
Telegraphs 
Employes'    Grievances,    tc.,   717,   84S, 

1088,  1366 
International     Telegraph    ConTentiaa, 
152, 1862 

BaUways  (see  title  Board  of  Trade) 

B.ANKIH,     Mr.    J.,'   Herefordshire,    Leo- 
minster 
Connty  Councils  Liability,  1881 
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BiflOH,  Major  F.  C,  Essex,  S.E. 
Fiabing  GroundB  in  the  Thames   Bstnary, 


Gro  era'  and  other  Off-Lioencea,  1473 
,   Uuuniug  Down  of  the  "  0»prey  " — Proseou- 
tioD,  1486  ,  -o  J 

Tithe  fit-nt-Charge  Beoovery  and  Redemp- 
tion Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  123 

Sating  of  UacMnery  Bill 
c.  Order  for  Committee,  and  considered  in 
Committee — II.P.  J«n8  18,  1290 

Sating  and  Valtiation  (Scotland) 
c.  Select  Committee  nominated  June  10,  627 ; 
Bes.  June  11,  632 

Ravbnswoeth,  Earl  of 
Contagious     Diseases    (Animals;    (Plenro- 

Pneumonia)  BUI,  2B.  665 
Industrial  Schools  BiU,  3K.  637 
Seformawry  Schools  Bill,  3E.  645, 647 

Rbdmond,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Wexford,  If. 
Ireland— Bifle  Ranges,  1647 
Mr.  Balfour  and  Mr.  Redmond,  524 

RidmoOT),  Mr.  W.  H.    K.,   Fermtmagh, 

N. 

Anglo-Germ»n  Agreement,  1482, 1657 

Ireland 

Criminal  Law,  Ac.,  Act 
Fisher,  Mr.  H.  D.,  1496 
Itedmond,  Mr.  C.  P.,  1502 

Light  Eaaways,  1487 

Magistracy— Mr.  V.  M'LanghUn,  1777 

Police  "Shadowing,"  1799 

Post  Office— Manoo,  1009 
Local  Taiation  (Customs  and  Ezoise)  Duties 

BiU,  Committee,  1440 
Newfoundland  Fisheries,  1657, 1773 

Rmd,  Mr.  H.  B.,  Bradford,  E. 
Biadford  Destructor,  1373 
Bornley  Rectory  BiU,  2R.  1770, 1771 
Parliament— Business  of  the  House,  140 

Bkxd,  Sir  E.  J.,  Cardiff 

Directors'  Liability  BUI,  Consideration,  622, 

626 
IxKial  Taxation  (Customs  and  Bzoise)  Duties 

BiU,  Committee,  776,  777 

Rsformatory  Schools  Bill 

I   Bead  3*  and  passed  June  12,  642 
c.  Bead  1°  •  June  19,  1377 

Registrars'  Fees  (Middlesex) 
Address, for  Return  June  16, 1001 

B^gistration  of 'Assoranoes    (Ireland) 

Bill 
«  Ordered  ;  Read  V  Jww  9,  440 
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Begistration    of  Voters    (BOroagh  of 
Belfast)  BUI 

I.  Read  2'  and  oommittfd  to  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  Jane  12,  67fi 


Reid,  Mr.  R.  T.,  Dumfries,  <tc. 
Anglo-German  Agreement,  1369 
Army — Militia — Non-Commissioned  Officers, 

1682 
Directors'  LiabUity  BiU,  Consideration,  610, 

616,  1285,  1288  ^  ^    . 

LooBl  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 

Bill,   (;ommittee,   920,   1881,   1388,  1392, 

1406, 1718,  1719 

BemoTal  Terms  (Scotland)  Act  (1886^ 
Amendment  Bill 

c.  Ordered ;  read  l"*  June  16,  1116 

Rbhdbl,  Mr.  Stuart,  Montgomeryshire 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dnti«8 

BiU,  Committee,  1105,  1107,  1108 
Tith9  Rent-Ciarge   Recoveij  and   Redemp- 
tion BiU,  Order  for  Committee,  96,  97 

Rentoul,  Dr.  J.  A.,  Doimi,  E. 
Belfast  Corporation  Bill,  2R.  502    . 

EevisvngBarrisUrs  {England  and  Wales), 
Address  for  Return  J«ne  12,  691 

RiBBLESDALE,  Lord 

FarUament — Attendance  of  Peers,  1606- 

RlCHMOMD   AND  GOEDON,  Dttke  of 

Contagious     Diseases     (Animals)    (Pleoro- 
PneumonU)  BiU,  2R.  660,  661 

RiPON,  Marquess  of 

County  Councillors  (Qualification  of  Women)' 

BiU,  2R.  272 
Local  Government  Act,  1749,  1752 
Sweating  System,  Res.  472 

Ritchie,  Right  Hon.  C.  T.  (President  of 
the  Local  (JovermnentBoard),  Toxoer 

Hamlets,  St.  George's 
Church  Rate  in  Wapping,  702 
City  of  London  Livery  Companies,  708         , 
Housing     of    the    Working   Classes   AoU 

Amendment  BiU,  331 ,  2R.  807, 1822. 1880, 

1831,  1843,  1852 
Housing  of  the  Woridng  Classes  Acts  (Cour 

BoUdation)  BUI,  2R.  1859,  1860 
Infections   Diseases   Prevention    Bill,  Oom- 

mUtee,  682,  589,  690,  591. 597,  604  606 
LioensinK     Laws-"  Sharp    v.   Wakefield, 

1364,  1643 
Local  Government  Board 

Axbridge  Rural  Sanitary  Authonty,  175»- 

Bradford  Destructor,  1374 

Brixham  Harbour,  1327 

Census— Reports,  Ac.,  702 

County  Councils 
Liability  of,  1331 
London, 1005 
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RncHiB,  Bight  Hon.  C.  T. — eont. 
Corporation  Dettmotor,  53 
Jsckaon,  Charles,  Case  of,  1488 
Llandilo  Looal  Board,  1476 
Local  Taxation  Aocoantg,  71 
IIewoaatle-nnder-L;ine  Corporation,  11SS8 
Begiatrar  General's  Ketaroa,  1623 
Sewerage  Worko — Harrow  Weald,  1128 
Local  OoTernment  ProTisional  Order  (No.  6), 

BiU,Bes.  994,996.997 
Looal  Taxation  (Cnstomsand  Sxoise)  Datiea 
Bill,  1870 ;  Order  for  Committee,  435 ; 
Committee,  529,  559,  560,  748, 749,  750, 
763,  755,  756,  762,  768,  769,  777,  799, 
866,  866,  870,  882,  885,  936,  1050,  1061, 
1062,  1054, 1061, 1069,  1070,  1079,  1082, 
1083,  1084,  1086, 1108.  1108,  1111,  1287, 
1240,  1241,  1399,  1423,  1424,  1429,  1444, 
1445,  1446,  1712,  1717,  1719 
Licensing 
Brewers  Owning  Pablio  Honaes,  714 
Bridgeton  Meeting,  69 
Orooers'  and  other  Off-Lioenoes,  1473 

Parliament— Business   of    the    Honae,    70, 

735,  1178 
Poor  Law — Pauper  Ohildi«n— Sooth  Orove 

Union,  617 

SiOBEBTS,    Mr.    J.    R,    Camarvonahirei 

Ireland  —  Police — Mr.  O'Brien's  Wedding, 

1022 
Looal  Taxation  (Customs  and  HSxoise)  Datiea 

Bill,  Committee,  768,  769,  770, 1112 
Tithe  Bent-Charge   B«ooTery  and  Bedemp- 

tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  98 

BoBEBTSON,  Mr.  E.,  Dundee 
Cypros,  Crime  in,  614 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  600, 

620, 626,  628. 1245,  1248, 1262, 1260 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 

Bill.   Order    for    Committee,  435;   Com- 
mittee, 563,  1441, 1446 
Kavy — Albany  Fasaage,  611 
Parliament 

Business  of  the  House,  1166 

New  Standing  Order — Select  Committee, 
Bes.  1671 
Purchase  of  Land  and  Congested  Districts 

(Ireland)  Bill — Mi.  Speaker  and  Instrao- 

tions,  350 

BoBBBTSON,  Right  Hon.  J.  P.  B.  (Loid 
Advocate),  Bute 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Datiea 

BUI,  Committee,  1702, 1703 
Scotland 

Crofters'  Act,  843 
Holdings,  1044 
West  Ardnamarchan,  381 
Education 
Fortroge  Academy,  698,  849 
Lady  Burnett's  School,  1014 
Farm  Serraots,  334 
Fisheries — Sea  Fisheries,  711 

[eont. 


BoBEBTsoN,  Bight  Hon.  J.  P.  B. — ami. 
Olasfi^w  Electric  Lighting,  59 
Isle  of  Skye,  326 
Parish  Boundaries,  711 
PoorlHoosea — Catholic    Ohiqilauia,  SSI, 

1028 
UniTeraity  (Scotland)  Act,  386 

BoBiNBON,  Mr.  T.,  Glotteeater 
BaUwar  Bates,  1786 

RocHB,  Mr.  J.,  Galway,  E. 

Ireland 
Olanrioarde  Tenantry — Case   of   Mr.  T. 

Clarke,  1684 
Police — Assaults    upon,     and     Charges 
against,  707,  883, 1145, 1348 
Doctors,  1017 

Boehester  Bisbopric  Bill 

c  Order  for  2B.  read,  and  deferred  /•««  9, 
439 

ROLLIT,  Sir  A.  E.,  Islington,  S. 

Customs  Consolidation  Act  Amendmont  ff^ 

Committee,  739 
European  Commercial  Treaties,  618 

RoBCOX,  Sir  H.  E.,  Manchester,  iS. 
MnzzUng  Order,  882 

RosiBXBT,  Earl  of 
Heligoland,  Cession  of,  1310 

Roniuiru 
Murder  of  a  Marine,  Qnestion,   Mr.  Broad- 
hurst  i  Answer,  The  Under  Seoretaiy  far 
Foreign  Affairs  Jime  10,  610 

Round,  Mr.  J.,  Essex,  H'.E.,  ffartoich 
Navy— Boyal  Naval  Beaerve,  1122 

Rowlands,  Mr.  ).,  Finsbury,  E. 
Army  Contracta  —Boss,  Messrs.,  1780 
Central  London  Bailway  Bill,  ConBidwratieaL, 

148 
Electoral  Diaabilitiea  (Militar;,  Naval,  aad 

Police)  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  187S 
Honaing    of   the    Working    Claaaea    Aata 

Amendment  Bill,  2B.  1836 
Infections  Diseases  Prevention  Bill,  CoB- 

mittee,  696 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Exoiae)  TTntiaa 

BUI,  Committee,  542,  662,  1230 
Metropolia 

Police 
Chief  Commissioner,  1604 
MisoeUaneous,  1132,  1133, 1366 

Processions,  165 
Navy — Contracts,  164 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Houae.    Baa 

1194 
Foatmen'a  Meetings,  866 
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Rowlands,  Mr.  W.  B.,  Cardiganshire 
Land  Tax  Commiaaioners — Banbury,  49 
Local  Taxation  (OnstomB  and  Ezoise)  Datiea 

BUI,  Oommlttee,  1109,  1110,  1111 
Tithe  Bent-Oharge  Beoorery  and   Bedemp- 

tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  106 

RowNTRBB,  Mr.  J.,  Scarborough 
Local  Taxation  (Costoms  and  Ezoise)  Daties 

Bill,  Committee,  653,  1056,  1239 
Metropolitan  Police,  829 

BoiBBN,  Mr.  T.  B.,  Liverpool,  W.  Toxteth 
Oostoms    Clerks — London    and    Liverpool, 
1369 

Bossm.,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Tyrone,  S. 
British  and  Foreign  Spirits,  Beg.  1731 
Intozioating   Liqnors  (Ireland)  Bill,  Order 
for  Oommittee,  682, 1446 

Ireland 
Medical  Attendance — Case  of  Dr.  Haves, 

1384 
Open  Air  Preaohing  at  Arklow,  1332 
Police,  Charges  A^nst,  at  Cashel   and 
Tipperary,  1031,  1837  j   Bes.  401,  406, 
406,407,408 
Pablic  Works,  1020 
Local  Taxation  (Caatoms  and  Bxoise)  Daties 
Bill,  Committee,  874,  878 
Licensing  Clauses,  1660,  1662 
New  Licences   (Ireland)   Bill,  Committee, 

631 
Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland)  Amendment  Bill, 
Oommittee,  1604 


IVaiMecupMm  Provineet,  Qnestion,  Sir  O. 
Baden-Powell ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  Jwnt  13,  849 

Salaried  Shop  Assistants'  Weekly  Half- 
Holiday  Bill 

«.  Debate  reanmed  on  2B.  and  farther  ad- 
joomed  June  9,  489 

SlUSBUBT,  Marquess  of  (Prime  Minister 
and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
ASban) 
Africa  (East)— Zanzibar,  1761 
Anglo-Gurman  Agreement,  1811 
Cenans  of  1891,  Bes.  956,  957 
Offences  Committed  Abroad  Bill,  2B.  U 
Settled  Land  Bill,  2B.  1817,  1819 

Salt,  Mr.  T.,  Stafford 

Directors'  UabilityBill,  Consideration,  1248, 
1267, 1274 

Samoa 

Treaty,  Qnestions,  Sir  T.  Bsmonde]  An- 
swers, The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  June  20,  1483  ;  June  24,  1786 

Sahtiblson,    Sir  B.,   Oxfordshire,    Ban- 
bury 
Supply— Pablic  Sdnoation,  187,  188, 188 


SiHUELSON,  Mr.  G.  B.,  Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean 
Oiyil  Servants,  1664 

Schwann,  Mr.  0.  B.,  Manchester,  If. 
Local  Taxation  (Caatoms  and  Excise)  Daties 

Bill — Licenaing  Clansea,  1660 
Supply — Metropolitan  Police,  1661 

Scotland,    Secretary    for  (see  Lothun,. 
Marquess  of) 

SouonoB  Gbnbbal  for  (see  Dabuno, 
Mr.  M.  T.  Stormonth) 

LoBD  Advocate  (see  BiObbbtson,  Bight 
Hon.  J.  P.  B.) 

Scotland 

Army — SdUnburgh    Militia,    Qaestion,    Mr. 

Lees;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary 

for  Wax  June  12,710 
Compositors  of  the  "  Scottish  Leader,"  Qaps- 

tions,  Mr.   C.    Qraham;    Answera,    The 

Speaker,  The  Home  Secretary  June  20, 

1479 

Crofters'  Act 

Qaestion,  Mr.  Caldwell  i  Answer,  The 
Lord  Advocate  June  13,  813 

Holdings,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Caldwell;  An- 
swer, The  Lord  Advocate  Jwnt  16r 
1044 

West  Ardnamurchan,  Qaestion,  Colonel 
Malcolm;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate 
June  9,  880 

tldueation 

Fortrose  Academy,  Qnestions,  Mr.  Cald- 
well; Answers,  The  Lord  Advocate 
June  12,  698  ;  June  13,  849 

Lady  Burnett  School,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Essle- 
mont ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate 
Jun«16,  1014 

University  Chairs,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Bryce  ^ 
Answer,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Soot- 
land  Jun<  19,  1326 

farm  Servants,  Qaestion,  Mr.  M.   Stewart : 

Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  June  9,  834 
Fisheries — Sea    Fisheries,  Question,   Mr.  M. 

Fergnson ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advooattt 

June  12,  711 
Qlatgow  Electric  Lighting,  Qaestion,  Sir  G. 

Tievelyan;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate 

June  6,  58 
Olatgow    Tailoring    Trade,  Qnestions,  Mr. 

Ciemer  ;   Answers,  The  Home  Secretary, 

The      Under     Secretary     for      Foreign 

Aflairs  June  6, 156 
7«2e  of  Wcye,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Fraser-Maokin- 

tosh;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  June 

9,  826 
Medical   Officers  of  Health,    Qaestion,   Mr. 

Fraser- Mackintosh  ;  Anawer,   The  Ohan- 

oellor  of  the  Exchequer  June  9,  826 
Parish    Boundaries,    Question,   Mr.   W.  P. 

Sinclair;    Answer,    The  IknkI    Advocate 
I         June  12,  711 
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Poor  ffoiues — iJotnon  Catholic  Chaplain*, 
QnestioDS,  Mr.  J.  Wilson ;  Answers,  The 
Lord  Advocate  June  9,  331 ;  June  16, 1028 

Pott  Office — Limerigg,  Qaestion,  Mr.  J. 
Bolton;  Answer,  The  Secretairy  to  the 
Treasory  June  23, 1655 

University  {Scotland)  Act,  Question,  Mr. 
Bryce ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  June 
9,334 

Sialb-Hatne,  Mr.  C,  Devon,  A$hhurton 
Tithe  Rent-Char»{e  Beoovery  and  Redemp- 
tion Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  92 

Sblbobne,  Earl  of 

Parliament— Attendance  of  Peers,  1619 

Sblwin-Ibbetson,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  H.  J., 

Essex,  JSpping 
Central  London  Railway  Bill,  Consideration, 

145 
Hares  Preservation  Bill,  Committee,  1910, 

1919,  1920,  1925,  1926 
Local  Taxation  (Castomsand  Excise)  Daties 

Bill,  Committee,  921 

Seton-Kake,  Mr.  H.,  St.  Helen's 

Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Corsideration,  1902, 
1903 

Settled  Land  Bill 

I.  Read  2*  and  Committed  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  Bills  Relating  to  Law  &o. 
June  17,    1312 

Sexton,  Mr.  T.,  Belfast,  W. 

Belfast   Corporation   Bill,  2B.  486,  492,  493, 

496,  500,  501 ;  Res.  505,  506,  507 
British  and  Forni^n  Spirits,  Res.  1732 
Customs — Appointmentn,  1321 
Dir<>ctor8'     Liability    Bill,     Consideration, 

1891,  1906 
International  Telegrdphic  Couf»  renoe,  842 
Ireland 
Criminal  Law,  Ac.,   Act — Fisher,   Mr.  H. 

D.,  1496 
Evictions — Faloarragb,  1014 
Magistracy— Mr.  Weldon,  1492 
Police 
Cashel  and  Tipperary,  713,  1022,  1031, 

1032,  1142,  1337,  1367,  1603 
Central  Barracks,  Belfast,  1032 
Portmnna,  1146 
."Shadowing,"    834,   1040,  1343,  1490, 
1640 
Post  Office— Belfast,  1635, 1792 
Prison  Warders'  Uniform,  835 
Taxation,  Incidence  of,  708, 1663 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Excise)  Batiee 

Bill,  Committee,  1727 
Parh'ament 

Bnsiness  of  the  Honse,  69,  736,  869, 1040, 

1157,  1163,  1167 
17 ew  Standing  Ordrr — Select  Comn^ter, 
Res.  1681,  1685 

'cont. 


Skxton,  Mr.  T. — cont. 

Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland)  Amendment  KS, 
Order  for  Committee,  1446;  Committee, 
1603  ;  Consideration,  1907,  1908 

Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Rating  Bill,  Committee, 
1447 

Pablio  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  Order 
for  Committee  on  Re-Commitraent,  487 

Pnblio  Libraries  Acts  Amendmea .  Bill,  Com- 
mittee, 579 

Purchase  of  Laud  and  Congested  Districts 
(Ireland)  Bill,  521 

Strikes  Bill,  836 

Supply— Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad, 
Report,  241,  249,  253,  254 

Tithe  Rent-Charg--  Recovery  and  Redemp- 
tion Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  137 

Shbeht,  Mr.  D.,  Galtoay,  S. 
Ireland — Police    ns    Bailiffs  —  Olaoriearde 
Tenantry,  1347,  150J 

Sheriffo  (Assizes  Expenses)  Bill 
I.  Prei-enterl  ;  read  1'  •  Jiw»  19,  1312 

Shops  (Weekly  Half-Holiday)  Bill 

c.  Order  for  2R.  read   and   deferred  Jtmti, 
439 

SiNOtAiB,  Mr.  W.  P.,  Falkirk,  <fee. 
Local  Taxation  (Cnstoms  tnd  Excise)  Duties 

Bill,  Committee,  1405,  li06 
Scotland — Parish  Boundaries,  711 

Slander  Law  Amendment  Bill         j 

■c.  Considered    in    Committee — B.P.   JiM«  25, 
1929 

Slavery 

Brintela  Conference,  Question,  Sir  O.  Owsp- 

bell;  Answer,  The   Under  Secretary  f^ 

Foreign  Affairs  June  6,  151 
(See  also  title  Afbica) 

Small  Holdings 
Report  from  Select  Committee  June  13,  830 

Smith,  Right  Hon.  W.  H  (First  Lord  of 

the  Treastiry),  Strand,  Wegtmimter 

Anglo-Oerman  Agreement,  1367,  1368,  Ufi9. 

1370,  1482,  1483, 1666, 1796 
Army— Officers— "  Mitchell  v.  B^ina,"  735. 

1153 
Education  Code  Gr»nt,  Committee,  861 
Government  Contracts,  728 
Indian  Cnnncils  BiU,  346,  521,  1048,  1664 
Industrial  SohooU  BiU,  1044 
Law  and  Justice 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  1651 
Running  Down  of  the  "  Oaprey  " — Pioseoa- 
tion,  1487 
Local     Taxation    (Customs    and    Excise) 
Duties  Bfll,  1046,  1652,  1653  ;  Commit- 
tee, 900,  1051,    1052,  1056,  1378,  14S4. 
1720;  Order  for  Committee,  1821 
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Smith,  Bight.HoD.  W.  H. — cont. 

LicensiDg  Clangen,  1659,  1660,  1661,  1662 
DepntHtion    of    Licensed     Viccnallers, 

1806 
Hiph  Lioenceg,  1797 
Prop  sed  Committee,  llSl 
Haiti — Murrisges,  726 
Metropolitan  Police  SuperaDouation,  1654 
Farlisment 
BosinesB  of  the  Hooge,  339,  726,  736,  859, 
1049,    1157,    1158,    1163,   1164,   llfiS, 
1166,    1167,    1170,    1171,    1172,    1846, 
1371, 1377,  1509, 1663;  Res.  1187,  1188 
New    Standing    Order —  Abridged    Pro- 
oednre    on   Partly    Considered  Bills — 
Select    Committee,    Res.    1505,    1664, 
1678.  1683,  1685 
Qnestions  in  the  Hoqsp,  1651 
Folioe  Saperannnation  Bill,  1788 
Private  Bill  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill,  839 
Purchase  of  Laud  and  Congested  Districts 

(Ireland)  Bill,  521 
Sweating  System,  Legislation,  1652 
Western  Aostralia  Constitntion   Bill,   624; 
Re-Oommitted,  429 

Smith,  Mr.  S ,  Flintshire      , 
Bettinir  Prosecations,  1625 
Education  Code  Grant,  Committee,  861 
Local  Taxation' (Castoms  and  Excise)  Bnties 

Bill,  Committee,  574 
Supply — Pablic  Education,  171 

SouciTOB  General  {see  Cubke,  Sip  E.) 

SoLicrros    General   fob   Scotland   (see 
Di-KLisa,  Mr.  M.  T.  Stobhomth) 

Solicitors  (Magistracy)  Bill 

A  OoTHiiderdd    in   Committee- R. p.   June    11, 


fiOMEEVELL,  Mr.  J.,  Ayr,  dkc. 
'    Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  1392,  1393 

Spkakeb,  The  (Bight  Hon.  Aethub 
Welleslet  Peel),  Warwick  and 
Leamington 

COMMITTBSS 

If  there  ore  no  other  Instmotions  down 
besides  those  which  are  out  of  order,  and, 
tberefore,  no  Qaostion  before  the  House, 
the  Speaker  technically  would  have  to 
leAre  the  Chair,  without  Question  put, 
and  allow  the  proceedings  to  be  completed, 
at  they  originated  before  12  o'clock  June 
6,  136,  137,  138 ;  June  6,  162 
Instructions  which  might  be  carried  out  by 
Amendments  or  clauses  in  Committee  are 
irregular.  There  is  a  difference  between 
an  Instruction  to  a  Committee  and  an 
Amendment  on  the  Second  Heading,  which 
traverses  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  When  a 
Bill  has  been  'ead  a  second  time  the  House 

[cont. 


Speaker,  The — cont. 

htn  assented  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
When  the  House  is  ready  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee the  Standing  Order  allows  the 
Speaker  to  leave  the  Chair  without  Ques- 
tion pat ;  but  there  is  a  reservation  with 
regard  to  Instructions  to  the  Com- 
mittee. If  an  Instruction  moved  on  that 
occanion  were  to  traverse  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  that  would  virtually  be  a  Second 
Beading  Debate.  It  would  be  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and 
would  therefore  reduce  to  a  minimum  and 
nullify  altogether  the  provisions  of  the 
Standing  Order,  that  the  Speaker  leave  the 
Cuair  without  Question  put.  Toe  pre- 
cedents have  no  Instructions  which  go 
beyond  the  machinery  necessary  to  carry 
oat  the  general  purpose  and  soope  of  » 
Bill  June  9,  347, 348,  350 

It  is  not  ni-ci-sgary  to  move  an  Instruction 
when  the  Committee  have  power  to  do 
what  the  Insirnction  requires  Jime  10, 
627 

Amendment  whiuh  cannot  be  ooimected 
with  certain  clauses  of  a  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee cannot  bd  brought  in  as  an  Instruc- 
tion, as  there  would  be  no  opportunity  of 
putting  donn  notice  of  the  Iiistructiga. 
The  other  Instructions  being  out  of  order, 
a  Member  cannot  move  an  Inciruction 
without  not  ce,  and  vhe  present  Instmo- 
tion<being  disposed  of  the  Speaker  leaves 
the  Chair  June  24,  1874 

jfiacBiLAiTEona 

June  5,  76;  Jmie  6,  2.'»4,  23«,  250,  256,  257, 
268,  260 ;  June  9, 405 ;  Jutu:  11.  628,  632 ; 
June  12,  807,  820 ;  June  16,  997,  1028, 
1030.  1039,  1041,  1115  ;  June  17,  1151, 
1170,  1184,  1192;  June  18,  1247,  1248, 
125(',  1253,  1260,  1262,  1287,  1290;  June 
19,  1345,  1317,  1351 ;  June  20,  1479,  1460, 
1498,  1506,  1593,  1591 ;  June  23,  1640. 
1727;  June  2i,  1783,  1864,  18'?5,  1889, 
1870,  1871.  1872,  1873,  1876,  1877,1879; 
June  26,  1886,  1890,  1891,  1892,  1898, 
1902,  1904,  1907 

RULES  A2fD  ORDER  OF  DEBATE 

It  is  unusual  to  ask  a  question  upon  an 
Order  before  the  Order  is  reached  June  9, 
436 

It  is  usual  to  observe  the  Instruction  of 
the  Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  as  to 
the  date  of  postponement  June  9,  436 
'  A  single  objection  is  safScient  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  a  Bill  after  12  o'clock  June  10, 
680 

A  Motion  for  Adjournment  to  discuss  the 
arrangement  of  Public  Business,  a  Notice 
having  been  given,  is  not  a  "  definite  sub- 
ject of  public  importance,"  and  cannot 
be  moved  June  12,  738 

An  Amendment  temporarily  withdrawn  tn 
(lermit  another  Amendment  to  be  moved, 
can  be  renewed  if  the  latter  Amendment 
is  withdrawn  June  18,  1261 

Ad  Amendment  declaring  that  the  opeiations 
of  an  Act  shall  be  from  the  date  of  its 

fconf. 
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Spkakbu,  The — cont. 

paasing,  after  it  has  been  agreed  that  it 
■hall  oome  into  operation  at  a  later 
date,  oannot  be  mored  at  the  advanoed 
stage  of  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  Jun» 
26.  1906 
The  qQestion  of  a  tax  being  raised,  and  the 
proceeds  appropriated  to  no  partioolaran- 
tboritj  and  to  no  specific  object,  it  is  tor 
the  House  to  ooosider,  as  a  matter  of  policy 
and  interpretation,  whether  the  words 
of  an  Amendment  can  constitute  a  soffi- 
cient  appropriation  of  the  snm  raised  and 
granted  hj  the  Budget  Act,  so  as  to  oome 
within  the  general  principle  underlying 
the  whole  Law,  namely,  the  appropriation 
of  money  to  a  speoifio  use  within  the  then 
existing  Session  of  Parliament.  If  no 
Act  is  passed  within  this  Session  appro- 
priating the  snm  allotted  under  the  Budget 
'  Act,  the  Treasury  might  incur  responsi- 
bility and  liabilities.  From  a  Constitu- 
tional point  of  view  there  is  no  precedent 
for  such  an  aocnmulation.  Hembers  can 
raise  it  as  Kqnestion  of  policy  or  of  principle, 
both  in  Committee  and  on  the  Third 
Beading  of  the  BiU  Jwx  24, 1801, 1806 

Spenobb,  Earl 

Contagions    Diseases    (Animals)    (Plenio- 

Pnenmonia)  Bill,  2&.  654,  661 
Local  QoTerument  Act,  1736 

Bast  Haddon — Sanitary  Condition,  821 

Spinceb,  Hon.  C.  B.,  Northamptoruhirtf 
Mid 

Froolamation  of  a  Meeting  at  Northampton, 
1784;  Bes.  1812 

Stanhope,  Earl 

Oonaolidation  of  the  Statutes,  1619 

Stanbopb,  Bight  Hon.  E.  (Secretary  of 
State  for  War),  Lincolnshire,  Bom- 
castle 
Army 
Barracks— Plymouth,  1362 
Contraota 
Armonr-Pieroing  Projectiles,  1004, 1477 
Inspectors,  518 
Ireland— Bifle  Bangea,  1647 
HancBuvrea  at  Dover,  887 
Mauritius,  Guns  for,  1350 
Medical  Officers  in  Action,  1872 
Militia 
Musketry  Inatmotion,  1477 
Non-Commissioned  Officer^  1032 
Misoellaneous 

British  Soldiers  and  Maltese  Maniaaet, 

848 
Destruction  of  Wild  Birds,  840 
Officers—"  Mitchell  «.  Begins,"  862, 1364 
Pensions — Cane  of  M.  Stanley,  1016 
Volunteers — Ammunition,  512 
Wales— Cardiff  Bifle  Yolnnteers,  1629 
Woolwich  Arsenal,  1033 


Stanhops,  Hon.  P.  J.,  Wednesbury 
Central  London  Bailway  Bill,  Considraitioa, 

146 
France — British  Subjects,  157 
Tithe  Bent-Charge   Becovery  and  Bedsnp- 

tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  137 

Stanlet  or  Aldbblet,  Lord 

Local  Government — East  Haddon — Sanilarf 
Condition,  824 

SrANsrELD,  Bight  Hon.  J.,  Hclifax 
Electoral  Disabilities  (Military,  NaTal,  and 

Polioe)  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  1870 
Housing  of  the  WorkingClasses  Acts  Amani- 
ment  Bill,  2B.  1865 

Stephens,  Mr.  H.  C,  Middlesex,  Homm^ 
Infeotions    Disease    Prevention  BOI,  Ooo- 
mittee,  692,  697,  699,  605,  606 

Stxtbnson,  Mr.  F.  S.,  Suffolk,  Eye 
Heligoland,  Cession  of,  1667 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Becovery  and  Bedeaip- 
tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  71,  76 

SrBTSNSON,  Mr.  J.  C,  South  Shields 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise]  DitiH 
BiU,  Committee,  913 

Stewart,  Mr.  M.  J.,  Kirkeudbrighi 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Exciae)  Onto 

Bill,  Committee,  1388,  1701 
Scotch  Farm  Senrants,  334 

Stobet,  Mr.  S.,  Sunderland 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Militaiy,  NaTsl,  sid 

Police)  Bill,  Order  for  Committee^  U7V 

1872, 1873, 1875,  1878, 1879 

Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dntia 

BiU,  Committee,  754,  1083,  1084^1097, 

1100, 1208, 1216, 1218, 1220, 1282,  VSO, 

1284, 1286, 1239, 1241,;iS78, 1713,  ITli 

1728 

Licensing 
Clanses,  1660 
Deputation   of    Licensed    YiotasDan, 

1806 
Mr.  Long  and  the  Brewing   Inttm^ 

1606 
Registers,  1019 
Post  Office  Smfloyis,  1139 

Straits  Settlements 

Papers  Relating  to,  Qpestioni,  Mr.  A. 
Sutherland ;  Answers,  The  Under  Sean- 
tary  for  the  Colonies  June  12,  722 ;  QMS' 
tion,  Mr.  T.  Sutherland;  Answer,  Tke 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  /«*> 
19, 1376 

Strikes  Bill 

e.  Order  for  2B.  read ;  BUI  withdrawn  )ft 
24,1880 


Digitized  by 


Google 


STR  SUP  {SESSION     1890} 

345- 


SUT 


TAN 


Strikes  BUI 
QnestioD,  Mr.    Sexton ;    Answer,   Mr.   De 
Cobain  June  13,  836 

Stuabt,  Mr.  J.,  Shoreditch,  Hoxton 

Kadowed  Schools  Acts  (Christ's  Hospital, 

Webb's  Charity),  Ees.  808 
Eonsiog    of    the    Working     Classes     Aota 

Amendment  Bill,  2S.  1845 
Local  Taxation  (Castoms  and  Bxcise)  Dnties 

Bill,  Committee,  561 
Hetropolitim  PoUoe,  1133 

BosiETinHwi  of  Mr.  Monro,  735,  846 
Sapply — Metropolitan  Police,  1646 

Suck    Biver  Drainage    (Provision    of 

Funds)  Bill 
I.  Bead8>*andpa88ed  JuneO,  817 

Sttdblr,  Lord 

Central  London  Bailway  Bill,  2R.  1803 
Navy — Admiral  Oolomb's  Invention — Flash- 
ing Signals,  1449 

SCMMBRS,  Mr.  W.,  Huddersfidd 
Eastern  Telei^raph  Companies,  828 
Heligoland,  Cession  of,  1796 
Ireland — Pnblio   Worto    Loan    (Tramways, 

Ireland)  Act,  706,  836,  1048,  1836 
liocal  Taxation  (Cnstoms  and  Ezoise)  Daties 
Bill,  1046 
Licensing 
Brewers  Owning  Pablio  Hooses,  62, 701, 

714,  724 
High  Licences,  1797 
Begisters,  1018 
Maltese  Marriages,  726,  1041,  1140 

Superannuation     (War    Department) 
Bill 

e.  Bead  2°  June  9,  434 

Considered  in  Committee*  ;  Reported  ;  Bead 
3°  *  and  passed  Jwie  10,  679 
I.  Bead  1>  •  June  12,  633 

SUPPLY 

CiTIL    SCBTICB   BsniUTBS. 

Ouss  in. — Law  and  Jvnics.  • 

Metropolitan  Police,    Considered  Jttne  20, 
1610  ;  Beport  June  23, 1727 

Class  IV. — Education,  Scixncc,  and  Abt. 
Pnblio  Education,  Considered  June  6, 162 ; 
Beport  Jttne  9,  436 

Class  V.— Fobbion  and  Colonul  Sbbvicbs. 
Embassies    and    Missions  Abroad,    Beport 
June  6,  227 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Proce- 
dure) Bill 

«.  Considered  in  Committee— b.p.  June  12,  808 
VOL.  GOCXLV.      [thibd  skbus.] 


Sttthebland,  Mr.  A.,  Sutherland 

Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Daties 

Bill,  Committee,  1444,  1717 
Straits  Settlements,  722 

SliTHBBLAND,  >Ir.  T.,  Gremock 
Straits  Settlements,  1376 

Stoeating  System 

Bes.  (Lords) ;  Debate  Adjourned  June  9,  288 

Debate  resumed  Ju?te  10,  441 

Legislation,  Question,  Mr.  S.  Buxton ;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
June  23,  1651 

(See  also  Labour,  Trade,  and  Commerce) 

SwiNBUBKE,  Sir  J.,  Staffordshire,  LvJi- 

fidd 
Gibraltar— New  Dock,  1628 
Navy — Snrveys — Zambesi  Biver,  329 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Beoovory  and   Bedemp- 
tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  124 

Talbot,  Mr.  J.  Q.,  Oxford  University 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 

Bill,  Committee,  1067,  1088,  1089 
.  Sapply— Public  Education,  166 

Tannbe,  Dr.  0.  K.,  Cork  Co.,  Mid 

Customs     Consolidation    Act    Amendment 

Bill,  Committee,  139 
Bast    India    (CivU  Servants),  Select  Com- 
mittee, Bes.  1728 
Bl«otoral  Disabilities  (Military,  Naval,  and 

Police)  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  1876 
Electric  Lighting  Acts  Amendment  (Scot- 
land) Bill,  Committee,  269 
Emigrant  Ship — Swedish  Leper,  66,  696 
Great  Turk  and  Caicos  Islands,  1656 
Hares  Preservation  Bill,  Committee,   1923, 

1924,  1928 
Heligoland,  Cession  of,  1292 
Ireland 
Cork  Lunatic  Asylum,  716 
Crime     and     Outrages — Assaults  at   Mill 

Street,  844,  519 
Criminal  Law,   &o.,  kot — Kent,  Thomas, 

and  others,  1363,  1646 
Fermoy  Petty  Sessions,  1660 
Magistracy — Gardiner,  Mr.,  66 
Medical  Attendance — Case  of  Dr.  J.  B. 

Hayes,  1336 
Police 
Cashel  and  Tipperary,  1338 
Constable  Leahy,  60 
Fortnmoa — Case  of  Mr.  T.  Bsurry  and 
District  Inspector    Ball,  &c.,    1346, 
1348,  1363,  1645 
Public  Meetings,  716 
"  Shadowing,"  1639,  1640 
Local  Taxation  (Castoms  and  Excise)  Daties 

BiU,  Committee,  1442,  1444 
Municipal  Elections  ^Scotland)  Bill,  2B.  438 
Navy— Ships— "  Triitmpfc,"  1665 
Open  Spaces  Bill,  2B.  439 
Parliament — ^Bnainew  of  the  Boose,  1172 
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Trade  and  Comtneree  (see  title  Lab<mr, 
Trade,  and  Commerce) 


Tannbb,  Dr.  C.  K.— ami. 
Pharmaoy  ^ot  (Ireland)  Amendment   Bill) 

Order  for  Committee,  1446  ;  Committee, 

1604 
Pier      »nd     Harbour     ProTiaional    Orders 

(No.  4)  BiU,  2B.  691 
Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Bating  Bill,  Committee, 

1447 
Post  Offiee  Mail  Contracts  (East  Coast  of 

Africa,  Zanzibar),  Bes.  947,  948 
Poblio  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  Order 

for  Committee  on  Be-Commitment,  437 
Saperannnation  (War  Department)  BiU,  2B. 

484 
Supply — Embassies  and  Missions    Abroad, 

Report,  256,  267 
Trees  (Ireland)  Bill,  Committee,  189,  437, 

1116 
Western  Australia  Conatttntion   Bill,  Be- 

Committed,  482 

TeUffraphs   and    Telephones    (see    Post 
Office) 

TiMPLB,  Sir  B.,  Worcester,  Evesham 
Ednoation  Code,  616 
India — Forest  Department,  320 
Supply— Public   Education,  187,  188,  228, 
226 

Tenants'  Compensatioii  Bill 

c.  Bead2°*  June  19,1448 

Thomas,  Mr.  A.,  Glamtyrgan,  E. 
Axmj 
Cardiff  Rifle  Volunteers,  1629 
Volunteers'  Ammunition,  512 
Educational  Orants,  1781 
Ordnance  Survey  of  South  Wales,  826 

Thbino,  Lord 

Custody  of  Cbildreu  Bill,  2R.  4 
Offences  Committed  Abroad   Bill,  2B.  9 
Sweating  System,  Bes.  460 

Tithe  Rent-Charg^e  Becovery  and  Be- 
demption  Bill 

c.  Order  for  Committee    read,    and   Debate 
Adjourned  June  6,  71 
Considered  in  Committee — b.p.  June  6, 162 

Tithes 
Beceiverghip»,  Question,  Mr.  Farquharson; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade /un«  6,63 

ToMLiNSOJf,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.,  Preston 
British  and  Foreign  Spirits,  Bes.  1731 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  612, 

1248,  1252,  12S7,  1263,  1271, 1882,  1888 
Salaried    Shop    Assistants'    Weekly   Half- 
Holiday  Bill,  2B.  439 
Shops  (Weekly  Half-Holiday)   Bill,  2B.  439 
Supply — Embassies  and   Missions  Abroad, 
Report,  258 


Tramwaya  Order  in  Cooncil  (Ireland) 

(South  Clare  Railways)  Bill 
c.  Bead2°*  June  17. 1242 

Tbeasubt — First  Lord  {see  SuTH,  Bight 
Hon.  W.  H.) 

Tbeasubt — Financial   Secretary  to    {tee 
Jackson,  Bight  Hon.  W.  L.) 

Tbeasubt — Patronage  Secretary  to  {tee 
Akebs-Douolas,  Mr.  A.) 

Trees  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  Considered  in   Committee    June    5,    138; 
J«»i«  9,  437— 11.P. 
Committee  deferred  June  16, 1115 

Tbeteltan,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  O.  O.,  Glat- 
gow,  Bridgeton 

Ireland 
PoUoe 
Caahel  and  Tipperaiy,  Bes.  407,  406 

"  Shadowing,"  1029 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  DuMss 

BiU,  Committee,  923,  1389.  1434,  14tS, 

1717,  1721 
Licensing 

Bridgeton  Meeting,  69 

Clauses,  1669 
Scotland — Glasgow  Electric  Lighting,  68 

Tmstees  Appointment  Bill 

I.  Bead  2*  and  Committed  to  Standing  Cob- 
mittee  for  BiUs  relating  to  Iaw,  &o.  Jnm 
10,484 
Reported  and  Re-Committed  to   Comraittes 
of  the  whole  House  June  24,  1733 

TUEKBT 

MacedoiHa — Massacre  of  GhrUtiana,  Qnss- 
tions,  Mr.  Bryoe ;  Answers,  The  Undor  6»' 
oretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  Jmie  12,  7S) ; 
1^  1326 
Segotiationg  with  Egypt,  Question,  Mr. 
Bryoe;  Answer,  The  Under  Seoretaiy  for 
Foreign  Affairs  June  18,  843 

Smyrna — Hosjntal  Dues,  Question,  Coknel 
Hill ;  Answer,  The  Under  Seoretaiy  for 
Foreign  Affairs  June  12,  712 

UinTKD  States  (see  Ajdbbica) 

VoMivruUion  Acts 
Protecutums  Under — Case  of  Cheney,  Qaes- 
tions,    Mr.    Ohanning,    Mr.   PictOD;  A>- 
swers.    The    Home   Secretary   Jaas  I^ 
1046 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VER  WAL  {SESSION 

345- 

WAtBS— cont, 


18  9  0}        WAL        WEB 


Vhinbt,  Captain  E.  H.,  Bucks,  If. 
ConBtitation  Hill,  1134 
Housing     of    the    Working    Otasseg    Acts 

Amendment  Bill,  2R.  1838 
Ireland— Police  Watching,  1 34S 
Local  Taxation  (Onstonig  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  655,  1071 
Coonty  Connoils,  1484 
Parliament 
Business  of  the  House,  1166 
New  Standing  Order — Select  Committee, 
Bes.  1678 

Snpplj — Metropolitan  Police,  1663 

Vincent,     Mr.    C.     E     R,    Sheffield, 
Central 
Africa — German  Influence,  1244 
Agricultural  Statistics,  318 
America 

British  Kxports,  338 

Cattle,  1473 

Tariff  Bill,  1478, 1474 
Army — Contracts — Proieotiloe,  1004, 1477 
Commercial  Treaties,  1002,  1624 
Emigration  — -  Indigent       Emigration     to 

America,  1004 
Home  Food  Supply,  319 
Police  Pay  and  Superannuation,  1782 
Police  Superannuation  Bill,  511 

Vivian,  Sir  H.  Hussey,  Stvansea,  District 
Navy  —  Ships  —  "  Sir  Richard  Fletcher  "— 
Destruction  of  WildBirds,  839 

Waddt,  Mr.  S.  D.,  Lincolnshire,  Brigg 

Electoral  Digabilities  (Military,  Naval,  and 
Police)  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  1870, 
1877 

Electric  Lighting  Acts  Amendment  (Soot- 
land)  Bill,  Committee,  260 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts 
Amendment  Bill,  2a.  1842,  1843 

Local  Taxation  (Castoms  and  Excise)  Duties 
BiU,  Committee,  647,  890, 897, 1071, 1203, 
1229 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  1172 

Waubs 

Burialt,  Question,  Mr.  €>.  0.  Morgan  ;  An- 
swer, The  Home  Secretary  June  19,  1329 

Cardiff  Sifie  Tolunteers,  Qaestion,  Mr.  A. 
Thomas  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for  War 
June  23,  1629 

Harbours  of  Refuge  on  the  Coast,  Qaestion, 
Mr.  T.  Ellis ;  Answer,  The  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  June  12,  711 

Holyhead  Harbour,  Betnm  ordered  June  6, 
71 

Llandilo  Local  Board,  Question,  Mr.  Lloyd 
Morgan;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  June  20, 1475 

Morfa  Colliery  Ditaater,  Qaestion,  Mr.  S.  T. 
Evans ;  Answer,  The  Home  Secretary 
Jwne  19,  1359 

Ordnance  Survey,  Question,  Mr.  A.  Thomas ; 
AoBwer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agrioultnre  June  9,  826 

[cont. 


Treasure  Trove  in  Merionethshire,  Question, 
Mr.  Eenyon;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  June  13, 851 

Wallace,  Mr.  R.,  Edinburgh,  E. 

Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  1721 

Wae  Depaetment  (see  Abut) 

Wab    Depaetment — Secretary    of    State 
(see  Stanhope,  Right  Hon.  E.) 


Wab   Depaetment — Under  Secretary 
State  {see  Bbownlow,  Earl) 


of 


Was  Depaetment — Financial    Secretary 
{see  Beodbick,  Hon.  W.  St.  J.) 

Waetno,  Colonel  T.,  Down,  N. 
Ireland — Donaghadee  Harbour,  346 

Waeminoton,  Mr.  C.  M.,  Monmouth,  W. 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  608, 
614,  618,  619,  625,  628,  1247,  1253,  1254, 
1255,  1260,  1263,  1264,  1272,  1276, 1284, 
1289,  1882,  1883, 1884,  1889, 1897,  1899, 
1903 
Ireland — Licences,  1641 

Water  Companies'  Charges  Bill 

c.  Ordered  ;  Bead  1"  •  June  9,  440 

Watkin,  Sir  E.  W.,  Hyihe 
Central  London  Railway  Bill,  Consideration, 

147 
Channel  Tunnel  (Experimental  Works)  Bill, 

2B.  25,  30,  39 
Lighthouses — Tory  Island,  783 

Watt,  Mr.  H.,  Glasgow,  Gamlachie 
Penny  Postage  Revenue,  51 

Webb,  Mr.  A.,  Waterford,  W. 
Africa — Zaialand — Corn  Crops,  510 
Board  of  Trade—"  City  of  Paris,"  Accident 

to,  1497 
Ireland — Police  at  Abbeyside,  1774 
Navy— Case  of  Patrick  Lamb,  1008 

Wbbstbb,  Sir  R.  B.  (Attorney  General), 
Isle  of  Wight 
Anglesey  Assizes  and  Quarter  Sessions  Bill, 

Consideration,  579 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  610, 

616,  618,  621,  627, 1276 
Electoral   Disabilities  (Naval,  Military,  and 
Police)  Bill ;  Order  for  Committee,  1248, 
1865,  1867,  1870,  1872,  1873,  1875 
Hares  Preservation  Bill,  Committee 
1917 

Tcont. 
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Wkbstbr,  Sir  B.  V.—coiU. 

Law  and  Jastioe 

Basiness  of  the  Courts,  160,  838 
Contempt    of   Gonrt — Cage     of    Mr.    T. 

Harrison,  162,  723 
Coanty  Coort  Begistrars,  338 
Croydon  County  Court,  520 
Electric  Lighting  Companies,  337 
"  Mitchell  V.  Begina,"  853,  1163 
Offences   Under  38   A   39    Vic,   Cap  86, 

1044 
Petitions  of  Bight,  68 
Post  Office  EmpUyii,  336,  1370 
Prohibition  of  Public  Meeting  at  North- 
ampton, Bee.  1817,  1818 
"  Tied"  Public  Houses,  724 

Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties 
Bill,  Committee,  942,  944 

Supply — Embaesies    and   Missions  Abroad, 
BeiKirt,  250,  254 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  Beoovery  and   Bedemp- 
tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  131, 132 

Webster,  Mr.  R.  G.,  St.  Pancras,  E. 
Destruction  of  Sea  Birds,  728 

Wellingborough  andDistrict  Tramroads 
Bill 

e.  Beport  from  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Order  read  June  17,  1174 

Welsh   Intermediate   Education    Act 

(1889)  Amendment  Bill 
c.  Ordered  ;  Bead  1°  •  June  13,  868 

Weuyss,  Earl  of 

Sweating  System,  Bes.  441,  484 

Wenlock,  Lord 
Contagious    Diseases     (Animals)    (Pleuro- 

Fnenmouia)  BUI,  2B.  666 
Local  Grovemment  Act,  1747 

West  Indies 

Bahamas — llerchandise  Marks  Act,  Question, 
Mr.  Mundella  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies  June  12,  703 

British  Ouiana,  Qnesti'in,  Sir  Q.  Baden- 
Powell  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  June  13,  849 

Oreat  Turk  and  Caieos  Islands — Distress, 
Question,  Dr.  Tanner;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  June  23, 
1656 

MmIs  Contracts,  Betam  ordered  and  pre- 
sented June  16, 1116 


Western  Australia  Constitution  Bill 

c.  Committee  on  Re-Commitment — b.f.  June  9, 

428 
I.  Message  to  the  Commons  for  Copy  of  Beport 

of  Select  Committee  June  10, 44 
Lords  Message  ConBidered  and  Ordered  to 

be  Communicated  June  13,  830 


Western  Aitstralia  Constitution  Bill 

Question,  Mr.  S.  Leighton ;  Answer,  The 
Undersecretary  for  the  Colonies  June  5,SS, 
62  ;  Question,  Mr.  O.  Y.  Morgan  ;  Annier, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  Jhm  10, 
524 


Wharton,  Mr.  J.  L.,  York,  W.S.,  Bipon 
Hares  Preserration  Bill,  Committee,  1915 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dntiee 
Bill,  Committee,  1097,  1098 

Whitbbead,  Mr.  S.,  Bedford 
Parliament — New  Standing  Order,  Bes.  150&, 
1667 

Whitffiji  Hospital  (Croydon) 
Betnrn  orderad  June  16, 1001 

Whttmoee,  Mr.  C.  A.,  Chelsea 
Infectious   Disease    Prereniaon  Bill,  Cob- 

mittee,  596 
South  Kensington  Museum,  695 

WiOGiN,  Mr.    H.,   Staffordshire,  ITandt- 
worth 
Colour  Blindness  Among  Sailors,  1148 

WiLLiAHS,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Glamorgan,  S. 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Becovery  and  Bedenp- 
tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  78 

WiLUAHS,  Mr.  P.  J.,  BirTninghmn,S. 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dutie* 

Bill,  Committee,  1218 
Parliament— Business  of  the  House,  1166 

WiLUAHSON,  Mr.  S.,  Kilmarnock,  Ac 
Directors'  Liability  Bill,  Consideration,  UB6, 

1262, 1266, 1273 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  OntiM 
Bill,  Committee,  1380,  1425 

WiMON,  Mr.  H.  J.,   York,  W.R.,  Holm- 
firth 
Ireland — Police,  Conduct  of,  in  Cashel  sod 

Tipperary,  Bes.  374 
Licensing  Laws — Cromer  Justices,  67 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  DobK 
BUI,  Committee,  902 
Bridgeton  Meeting,  60 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.,  Lanark,  Govan 

Education — Science  and  Art  Departneit- 

1135 
International  Telegraphic  Conlerenoe,  51S 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise}  Dutir' 

Bill,  Committee,  1419, 1423 
Scotland— Poor  Houses— OathoUo  Chaphi*^ 

331,  1023 
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WiNTEEBOTHAM,  Mr.  A.  B.,  OloucesUr, 
Cirencester 

Bnrnley  Bectory  Bill,  Committee,  Bee.  1772 

Directors'  Li&bility  Bill,  Consideration,  621 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Naval,  Military,  and 
Police)  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  1874 

Infections  Disease  Prevention  Bill,  Com- 
mittee, 591,  594,  600 

Local  Taxation  (Costoms  and  Excise)  Dnties 
Bill,  Committee,  762,  1228,  1220,  1286, 
1239 

Poet  Office  Employi$,  719,  1137 

Bating  of  Machinery  Bill,  Order  for  Com- 
mittee, 1290 

WOLMBB,  Visconnt,  Hants,  Petersfidd 
Lioenaing — Proposed  Committee,  1155 
Tithe  Bent-Charge  Becovery  and  Bedemp- 
tion  Bill,  Order  for  Committee,  12S 

WOODALL,  Mr.  W.,  Hatdey 
Censas  Report,  &o.,  701 
Ireland— Ednoation— Blind  and  Deaf,  728 

Woods  and  Forests  and  Land  Revenues 
of  the  Crown 
Windior  Forett,  Question,  Mr.  Labonohere ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treaaary 
June  6,  56 


Working  Classes  Dwellings  Bill 

1.  Bead  1*  •  June  6,  26 

Bead  2*  *  and  committed  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  Bills  Belating  to  Law,  &c.  Juna 
13,  821 

Beported,  and  Be-oommitted  to  Committee  of 
the  whole  Hunse  June  24, 1734 

WOBKB,  First  Commissioner    (see  PiUN- 
KBT,  Right  Hon.  D.  R.) 

WoETLBT,    Mr.    C.   B.    Stwabt    (Under 
Secretary  of  State  for    the   Home 
Department),  Sheffield,  Hallatn 
Supply — Metropolitan  Police,  1679 

Weight,  Mr.  C,  Lomcashire,  S.  W.,  Leigh 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dnties 
Bill,  Committee,  777 

Weight,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Nottingham,  S. 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Dnties 
Bill,  Committee,  1071 

Yonthfol  Offenders  Bill 

2.  Ilead  8'*  and  passed  Jvtnt  12,  648 
c.  Bead  1»  •  Jv,ne  19,  1377 


END   OF   VOLUME   CCCXLV.,    AND    FIFTH   VOLUME 
OF     SESSION     1890. 


PBINTID  BT  TBI  HANSIKO  PUBUSHIHO  UHION,  UUTBD,  OBEAT  QDBEM  8TBKET,  W.C. 
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